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A QUICK NOTE ON HOW TO BEST USE THIS ISSUE
To see additional interviews and photos from this issue, you can visit folioweekly.com or scan
the QR codes within the print articles. To scan a QR code, open your phone’s camera and
center the code in the screen, a link will appear. If your phone does not have this capability, a
QR code app can be found in the app store.

BEHIND THE COVER
Ax Handle Saturday, one of the worst days in Jacksonville history, goes unknown by much
of the Jacksonville populous. Because of the nature of the event and Jacksonville’s failure
to own and teach its history, there’s a lack of documentation from that day. That’s why
interviews like our cover story are so important. Let this be a lesson for us now to document,
teach, and learn the history of our city, so that we can contextualize - and fix - the historic
inequalities that persist from neighborhood to neighborhood.

John Aloszka, Creative Director

THE CHECK IN
The Check In is Folio’s digital magazine,
which Folio will publish during the COVID-19
pandemic. Print issues will still hit racks every
month, but take this as us just saying ‘what’s
up.’ For over 33 years, Folio printed weekly.
We all know that’s not possible right now. But
we are committed to producing fresh content,
constantly. Our communities deserve it.
Read our first Check In at folioweekly.com.

WORD OF THE MONTH

PRIVATIZE
Verb
To transfer (a business, industry, or service) from public to private
ownership and control.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER
A

friend recently reminded me of the expression,

“May you live in interesting times.” For years, I’ve heard
this expression passed on as an ancient Chinese proverb or

ACCESS EXTRA
CONTENT FROM
THIS ISSUE.

curse. No one can really seem to prove any true history to
the expression.
It was meant as an insult. If given the option, most
reasonably people would hopefully choose uneventful and
peaceful times. Has that changed? Is it now a compliment?
Certainly in 2020 (specifically) and the social media era
(generally), many crave interesting lives. Twitter hands out
meaningless checkmarks to those people. Tranquil, calm lives
don’t get you many followers. Viral is a quality many consider
a positive. Well, we now have every definition of interesting

JUST USE YOUR SMARTPHONE.
IF YOU SEE A QR CODE, THAT MEANS THERE IS
EXTRA DIGITAL CONTENT TO EXPLORE.

1.

TAKE OUT YOUR SMARTPHONE

and viral, and maybe too much of both.
The closest similar expression the internet reveals is:
“Better to be a dog in times of tranquility than a human in
times of chaos.” That line is purportedly traced back to a
1627 short story collection by Feng Menglong, Stories to

Awaken the World. Which would you choose? Really?

2.

ON IPHONE, OPEN YOUR CAMERA
APP. FOR ANDROID, DOWNALOD A QR
SCANNING APP FROM THE APP STORE.

We’ve come through times of greater chaos, but had
better leadership and calming voices. We also had less daily
exposure and urgency to keep up and opine the daily, or
even hourly, misdeeds we do to one another. This issue
reflects back to the anniversary of one of those dark days:
Ax Handle Saturday.
I often tell people, I’m neither Republican, nor Democrat,
I’m reasonable. Why do we let ourselves be so polarized?
Why do we have so much vocal disdain for differing opinions?
Is there a way back? I don’t know. We want Folio 2.0 to help
people find reason.

3.

FOR IPHONE, POINT YOUR CAMERA
AT THE QR CODE, A DROP DOWN WILL
APPEAR WITH A SAFARI LINK AT THE
TOP OF YOUR SCREEN, TAP THE DROP
DOWN.
FOR ANDROID, FOLLOW THE PROMPTS
WITHIN THE APP.

We spotlight 18 young people in this issue. I hope they
can find us some middle ground and lead us out of our own
way. This issue is dedicated to the youth in town. We need
you. We love you.
Ultimately, whether chaos or peace is our new normal
will be up to you.

JOHN M. PHILLIPS
jmp@folioweekly.com
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THE MAIL:
IS FOLIO REFORMED?
I am anxious that the Folio
will promote the principles of
free people and free markets and
against progressive conformity
and intolerance. The wave of
cancel-culture leads to not
covering the news fairly and
down the middle. I am not
interested in the alternative
pathways to uniform progressive
views that dominate so much
of today’s media. Promoting
victimhood as opinion writer
David Stern does...just divides
America. We don’t need another
newspaper that does that. We
need readers from both sides
to debate honestly. That will sell
the Folio of my dreams to far
more readers and make Folio

successful.
If Mr. Phillips is truly
interested in Justice in his law
firm and in the Folio, he should
drop the lexicon of Social Justice
and promote law and order, Lady
Justice in its intended form.
Social workers can help after
Justice has been served. If you
do the crime, you must do the
time. And after that, one can
work on turning one’s life around
even if you had a miserable
childhood and a lousy education.
It may be possible for one to
be able to elect officials that do
what needs to be done instead
of burning down cities to get
one’s way.
ROGER BAILY

DONATE

TO KEEP FOLIO 2.0 PRINTING

CATHOLICS FOR CLOSURE
The faithful of the Catholic
Diocese of St. Augustine have
been waiting now for over 18
months for Bishop Felipe Estevez
to provide us with transparency
and accountability on clergy
abuse issues. Two of his peer
dioceses, Orlando and St.
Petersburg, have already done so
without waiting for a green light
from Florida Attorney General
Ashley Moody. And, close to half
of all the dioceses in the United
States have released names,
assignments, and some details
long before any investigations
by state authorities have been
completed.
Yet, Bishop Estevez would
rather wax poetic about eccentric
artist Christo in his most recent
letter to the Florida Times-Union.
Talk about tone deaf and fiddling
while Rome burns! I mean come
on, declaring one’s infatuation
with the creator of pink plastic
islands while the sheep suffer is
hubris at best, and dereliction of

duty at worst.
As long as Felipe Estevez
remains our Bishop, we seem
to have little hope of more than
lip service. How long does he
intend to stonewall parishioners
and the public before delivering
his “Report to the Faithful?”
Could he be hiding the sins of
his predecessors?
Estevez is not alone in this, as
five other Florida bishops seem
to be following a similar course.
Could it be that Metropolitan
Archbishop Thomas Wenski
of Miami and Estevez’s fellow
bishops are working in concert
to mislead and delay?
If that’s the case, and
Catholic lay people are reluctant
to confront our prelates in
protest over their behavior,
then the very least we can all
do is to withhold every single
penny of financial support until
the Church’s treasure has been
exhausted.
CHRISTOPHER M. SHAE

BRICKBATS + BOUQUETS
BRICKBAT TO CM BECTON
Even though Councilman Garrett Dennis’ bill to
rename Hemming Park after James Weldon Johnson
had immense support, Councilman Danny Becton
decided to throw a wrench into Dennis’ effort by
filing a separate unnecessary late-night bill to name it
after veterans, making council argue over two worthy
causes. In the end, the majority of council did the
right thing by siding with Dennis.
BOUQUET TO BEAM
With school starting this month, expenses can
look more daunting than ever – especially during
a pandemic. To help, BEAM hosted its annual Back
to School with Beam supply drive, serving over
900 local students free of charge. With the help of
organizations, we can all get through this together.
BOUQUET TO LORI BOYER & JAKE GORDON
Even with coronavirus, you can tell downtown is
progressing. Major developments like the Barnett,
Independent Life, Ambassador Hotel, and the
Emerald Trail continue to move forward. Congrats
to Lori Boyer (Downtown Investment Authority) and
Jake Gordon (Dowtown Vision, Inc.) for facilitating the
future of Downtown Jax.
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COMMUNITY

YOU CAN’T LIVE TO DEPEND

DELPHINE BROCK IS MAKING SURE CHILDCARE
WORKERS AREN’T LEFT BEHIND.
When Delphine Brock finishes teaching, she sits for a few
moments, alone in silence. “I just need to sit, because it’s so much.
It’s overwhelming.” It is a rare but needed pause in her unending
relay of meeting the critical and varied needs of her adult students.
For nearly 15 years, Brock, 64, has led a national Child
Development Associate (CDA) certification course held at the Kids
Hope Alliance. The class is free for local childcare workers and
certification helps students earn more money, allowing them the
possibility of opening their own childcare business.
It is a raise that is badly needed. Most of Brocks’ students earn
between $8.50 and $10 an hour and hardly any receive benefits,
such as health insurance or paid leave.
Brock recalls a former student seriously ill with pneumonia. This
student was homeless and unable to work for two weeks. Because
she had no health insurance, she was forced to borrow money to
see a doctor.
“When she finally came back to class, I said ‘How are you?’ and
she burst into tears,” Brock remembers. “And she said, ‘When I
got my check, it was two dollars. What am I supposed to do with
two dollars?’”
Faced with students’ desperation, Brock does whatever she
can to help. She provides food at every class and lets students take
home leftovers. Her desk is stocked with feminine products, soap,
and shampoo - all free for students. She even takes them shopping
for necessities. It all comes out of her paycheck.
More importantly, she creates a safe space for students to open
up about their challenges. “I call my class CDA Vegas, because
what is shared in here, stays here,” Brock said. “Sometimes a
student will start to share something with me, and they’ll stop
and ask, ‘This is Vegas, right?’” It is inside this space that Brock
has been able to touch the lives of students in need, like Jennifer
Simms.
Simms recently opened an in-home daycare, allowing her to
care for an adult son who was shot in the head. Simms says she
has yet to receive any government assistance for his acute medical
needs. Much of what she has received has been the result of
Brock’s efforts, who has given him a wheelchair and a walker.
“She’s like a mother,” said Simms. “She’s there for me, no
matter what time of night or what time of day. All I have to do is
call or email or text.”
Over and over, students share similar stories. When student
Gwendolyn Simmons was hospitalized with a chronic illness, Brock
helped her stay on top of her coursework. “She would call me.
She would see to it that I did not miss anything.” When Simmons
needed surgery, Brock was there for her, waiting at the hospital
the morning of her surgery. “She goes in the trenches for us. She
6
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prays for us. We become family to her,” Simmons said.
Brock’s commitment to her students has had a profound
impact on their careers. Brandon Backmon, who works as a Family
Workshop Facilitator for the Northeast Florida Healthy Start
Coalition, credits Brock for his success as an educator.
“Mrs. Brock and the CDA class had an outstanding effect on
both my career and life. She always reminded us that she was
going to do whatever it takes to help us press forward. I teach
parenting classes for fathers now, and the CDA class gave me so
many valuable teaching tactics that I use today. ”
As much as she provides for her students, Brock’s ultimate goal
is for them to become self-reliant. That, she explains, is where the
“Plus” part of her course comes in. She weaves into the curriculum
important life skills, such as money management. She has every
cohort keep a journal of every single item they buy for two weeks
to show them where their wages go.
“The best advice I’ve heard is that you can’t live to depend.
And when you make minimum wage you almost have to live to
depend. Unfortunately, I don’t have a magic wand. I can’t change
the minimum wage,” Brock explains.
Nevertheless, Brock has worked real magic for the hundreds
(probably thousands) of childcare workers who have come through
CDA Plus. Undoubtedly, every student she teaches leaves her
course with the assurance that, when her few minutes of repose
are up, Brock will resume her tireless relay of advocacy and service
on their behalf.
ROBIN FRANKS
STORIES@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM
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ONE GIANT LEAP FOR JACKSONVILLE
WILL TRUMP’S SPACE FORCE CHOOSE JACKSONVILLE AS ITS FIRST HOME?
A faint fireball slowly reaches into
the stratosphere, followed by a long,
thin plume of white smoke. When the
burning light in the sky went out and
the smoke cleared, cheers and applause
echoed across the horizon. For Floridians,
NASA shuttle launches were a celebrated
pasttime statewide: crowds would gather
to watch from the launch site in Cape
Canaveral to all across the west coast.
But, in 2011, the Space Shuttle program
folded, ending an era spanning over three
decades.
With recent developments, fans of
the cosmos may have a new hope: the
US launched the newly-independently
operating military branch, the Space Force,
whose main objective is to command
the high-skies - and explore the final
frontier. The space-warfare service branch
is seeking a new city to call home, and
several cities in Florida made the first cut,
including Jacksonville. To be considered to
host the Space Force, a city must be within
25 miles of a military installation, score at
least a 50 on the AARP’s Livability index,
and be within the top 150 Metropolitan
Statistical areas in the country. Duval
meets all of these qualifications, with two
Naval stations and being the largest city
by land area in the continental US. Being
in relative close proximity to the Kennedy

Space Center, the River City is likely a top
contender.
Gov. Ron DeSantis, who claims “these
installations provide great support to our
national defense and provide a significant
economic impact to our state,” and Mayor
Lenny Curry agrees. “Having this important
command headquartered in our city would
generate a significant economic impact
for Northeast Florida and the State as a
whole,” Curry told WJCT News.
Though this may sound great and
Jacksonville has strong potential for
the Space Force, several critics say the
concept is a failure to launch. The military
branch requested $15 billion for its first
budget request, which is steep for a new
branch with few set-plans or organization.
Additionally, there has been criticism of
corporate involvement with the Space
Force, drawing comparisons to private
rocket companies personally endorsed by
President Trump, such as Amazon CEO
Jeff Bezo’s Blue Origin and Tesla titan
Elon Musk’s SpaceX, which recently began
launching rockets.
Musk’s use of the small community
of Boca Chica, Texas has been met with
sharp yet hushed criticism. Before SpaceX
set up camp there, Boca Chica was a quiet,
quaint town predominantly made up of
retirees. Since then, the launch site has

increased over seven times its original size,
slowly encroaching on the town. Residents
complain of excessive noise, explosions,
and fear their homes and lives are at risk.
Recently, SpaceX has delivered letters to
homes warning of upcoming launch tests
that put their windows at risk of shattering.
Despite the longstanding community being
inhabited, Musk nonchalantly claimed “We
got a lot of land with nobody around, so
if it (a rocket) blows up, it’s cool.” Could
the impact of SpaceX on Boca Chica be an
omen? Possibly, given the lack of regard for
citizens and townships by privatized space
companies, such as SpaceX. The rural
land, small population, and lack of social
mobility and platform these residents have
created a vacuum for SpaceX to do as it
pleases, should they settle on the area.
But this poses more gray areas as well.
If the Space Force is to call Duval home,
it absolutely should not displace people,
put people of lower-socioeconomic status
at risk, or create any serious hazards, as
SpaceX has in Boca Chica. As the Space
Force is still in its infantile stages, there’s
a lot left to the imagination. The Space
Force remains a giant leap for Jacksonville,
the question is: will we land on our feet?
CASEY CRAIG
STORIES@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM
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UNF RETURNS TO A NEW NORMAL
K-12 IS STRUGGLING, CAN HIGHER ED SHOW THE WAY?

Coronavirus cases continue to skyrocket
throughout the state of Florida and along
with that so do the fears of students and
faculty who say they don’t feel safe going
back to campus. How will The University
of North Florida prevent its students and
faculty from becoming infected during the
duration of fall semester?
Almost a month after deciding to
switch to remote instruction, UNF turned
its focus to reopening for the fall, despite
an increasingly alarming amount of
coronavirus cases in the state of Florida. On
June 8, Florida universities were required
to provide reopening plans deemed
appropriate in the midst of a pandemic to
the Florida Board of Governors. UNF’s draft
blueprint for reopening was approved.
The blueprint consisted of detailed
plans to ensure the safety of students
and faculty, including the wearing of
masks indoors and outdoors when social
distancing is not possible, hybrid classes,
reduced class sizes, mandatory safety
training for all students, faculty and staff,
mandatory daily screenings via app, and
occupancy guidelines for residence halls.
“Scientific studies show respiratory
droplets are blocked from spreading when
one wears a mask. Experiments using
high-speed video found that hundreds
of droplets ranging from 20 to 500
micrometers were generated when saying
a simple phrase, but that nearly all these
8

droplets were blocked when the mouth
was covered by a damp washcloth,” said
Doreen Perez, Ph.D, a UNF COVID-19
Response Team health coordinator. “Also,
studies have found people who had
influenza or the common cold significantly
reduced the amount of respiratory viruses
emitted in droplets and aerosols by wearing
a surgical mask.”
Some are relieved that life seems to be
going back to normal.
“I am in favor of going back if they are
going to implement certain protocols for
the safety of our faculty and students. I am
one of those people that do not like online
classes because it makes me lazy, and it
makes me procrastinate more while going
to campus makes me get up and drive
45 minutes to pay attention,” said Shlok
Motiwala, a senior completing his bachelor’s
degree in business administration.
Though some are content with the
reopening, others who are working on the
front-line, or who are at-risk, have doubts
that the university is considering the lives at
hand that may be affected by its reopening.
UNF student Courtney Green is one
of the students at-risk for contracting
the deadly coronavirus. Though she is
completely remote during the fall, she still
has concerns over returning the following
spring.
“I understand that many people want
life to go back to normal, but we are

exacerbating the problem and dragging
out the pandemic by going back to inperson contact so soon. Other universities,
like Harvard, have considered not
reopening until 2021, and I really wish that
was something the Florida State University
System would consider for at-risk students
like me. I’m not sure I will feel safe returning
in January after everyone has been traveling
for the holidays and possibly contracting/
spreading COVID-19.”
“I feel the UNF administration has
tried to follow the directives of the Board
of Governors. However, administrators
and the board are not the front-line
employees who are required to interface
with the students and others every day,”
said an anonymous faculty member. “I
understand that economics is important,
but somewhere we need to realize that life
is more important.… We all know in our
hearts that staying remote is the right thing
to do. It just takes courage to do the right
thing.”
For fall enrollment, UNF is targeting
approximately 17,900 students. However,
when asked the university stated that
COVID-19 may impact the numbers. The
university also stated it continues to see
strong registration, but that it is difficult to
predict an accurate breakdown of online
and in-person students at this moment in
time.
HEYDI ORTIZ

THE MANDALA EFFECT

WITH HEART AND WONDER, SCOTIE COUSIN FUSES THE
LIVING WORLD INTO HIS EVER-EVOLVING WORK.

The state of the world is heavy and
disorienting. Through social tensions and
distancing we’ve edged toward fearing
instead of loving our neighbors, pulling
out of our communities and into ourselves.
Generosity is a timeless cure for the
loneliness that the times have harbored.
Atlantic Beach artist Scotie Cousin steps
out of himself to give selflessly to the people
of his neighborhood in the best way he
knows how - creating spiritual art to spark joy.
With a charitable heart and childlike wonder,
Cousin fuses the living world into his work,
which appears to emerge from, rather than
impose on the earth.
The massive mosaics that Cousin rakes
and stamps into low-tide sand in Atlantic
Beach are reminiscent of those of Tibetan
Buddhist monks. In the temple over prayer,
they take days carefully crafting a mandala
out of dyed sand only to scrape it away as
soon as the last grain is laid. It’s a meditation
on impermanence.
Like a shirtless monk on the beach,
Cousin lives by a philosophy of giving.
The shore is his temple, the low-tide sand
is his canvas, and his neighbor’s rake is his
instrument. In the peak heat of a midsummer
midday, Cousin walked in big circles scraping
and stamping patterns in the sand. The surf
washed it all away by the end of the day.
“People are so appalled when they see

these sometimes, they ask, ‘Well what are
you gonna do when the tide comes up?’ I tell
them, it’s gonna be okay. Don’t worry about
it.”
The transience of his art mirrors his
humble character. Most of his work is done
openly and anonymously with little mind to
material attachment. He doesn’t profit from
much of his public art, but he feels rich in
friendship and spirit.
Before moving to Atlantic Beach seven
years ago, Cousin lived in the Urban Core of
Chicago, where he used chalk on concrete
to create mandalas. Hundreds of people
would walk by, some suggesting him to
seal the designs in, but he always refused.
“That’s where everyone wants to go, they
want to hold onto it and not really be free.
It’s not really being free if you’re trying to
control material things and whatever comes
attached to that.”
“All this stuff’s gonna be wiped out and
we will too one day! It’s a natural turn into
nature. When you’re doing something that’s
a physical medium of sculpture or whatever,
people covet it, they want to save it and
collect it,” said Cousin, “I’m drawn to this
because it’s temporary, because I know
tomorrow could be totally different.”
Cousin’s favorite medium to work with is
“everything.” For the sand designs, he uses
an assortment of rakes and some tools he

forged out of wood. His primary instrument
is his body, which he speed-walks around in
for hours to create the installations, despite
having had more than a dozen surgeries and
living with chronic pain. Creating keeps his
mind busy.
“When I’m working, I’m in the zone
where nothing hurts,” said Cousin, “Where
I’m not thinking about any suffering, I’m not
thinking about coronavirus, I’m not thinking
about money.”
In the spirit of making a world he wants
to live in, Cousin works by a 75/25 rule,
spending three quarters of his time as an
artist on for-profit projects and a quarter on
public art and pieces to give away. He puts
a new piece up in his neighborhood weekly
- there are little murals on boarded windows,
wooden creatures in canopies and fence
posts, metal flowers on dead trees.
Doug and Noreen Feikle live across the

street from Cousin and delight in his art
and friendship. “He’s always trying to cheer
people up. He’s trying to bring enjoyment
so when you come down our street you can
see art everywhere,” said Noreen, “He’s just
doing it out of the goodness of his heart.”
Another neighbor told him that before
he moved in, the street he lives on didn’t
have a soul.
“That’s the blessing: knowing and seeing
what’s around me and how I can augment it,”
said Cousin. “It’s really great to figure out
how I can affect people without using money.
I hope it really changes things right now. This
is just the way I know how to do it.”
ISA BARRIENTOS
ISA@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM
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HOUSE OF ROSE:
A HOME FOR
LOCAL DJ’S AND
PRODUCERS
HERMAN “R.E.D” ORPHEY KEEPS IT REAL EVERY DAY.
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Truck driver by day, house music record
label owner and beat producer by night. That’s
how House of Rose Recordings’ owner Herman
“R.E.D.” Orphey spends his days.
“We are here, house music is here, and
Jacksonville is where it’s at,” Orphey says.
Music has always been a passion of Orphey’s,
and his love of the house genre stems back to his
childhood in the Chicago suburbs. At age five, he
found himself drawn to his parents’ living room
record player, where he especially loved the funky,
faster-tempo music and disco beats.
“I knew I wanted to be involved in music, but
I just couldn’t figure out how,” Orphey explained.
“In Chicago there were two radio stations that
would play house music at the time. I didn’t know
what kind of music it was, but I liked it cause it was
different.”
Orphey says listening to these stations is what
taught him that music producers can play one
song and blend it into another without stopping
the sound — a basic effect in house music.
Aside from radio mixes, Orphey’s next
experience with DJs and house music came at
age 10 during a grammar school luncheon. Two
DJs had set up their equipment in the gymnasium,
where he became fixated on their work.
“From the beginning [of the set], I stayed by
the DJ table and didn’t move,” Orphey said. “I
watched everything these guys did. Looking back
on it, they were not good DJs, but that’s when I
decided I wanted to be a DJ.”
And he did just that, adopting the name “DJ
R.E.D.”
“[The name] stands for ‘Real Every Day,’”
Orphey said. “I tell people my name is not just a
color, it’s a way of life.”
From 1989 onward, Orphey DJed parties for
friends and associates, playing some hip-hop and
R&B, but with house music as his primary genre.
As time went on as a DJ, Orphey wanted to learn
how to produce music because he was told that
being a producer, in addition to a DJ, leads to
“bigger things” across the music scene.
“I started learning how to make beats,”
Orphey said. “Around the mid-’90s I met a guy
by the name of Paul Johnson who was big in house
music. With [his help] I was able to release my
first and second vinyl releases on what is now a
legendary record label in Chicago, Dance Mania.”
Years later, in 2012, a job transfer from Atlanta

and a desire for a change in pace brought Orphey
to Jacksonville. At the time he had no idea if house
music had any representation here. As it proved,
finding this representation was no easy feat.
“There actually is a very sizable scene here,
but what I have noticed is that there are two issues
with the scene,” Orphey said. “One is that most
people don’t know where to go to find [house
music], the other is the treatment of those in
the scene. Here in Jacksonville, unless you know
someone who knows someone,, it is hard to find
out where to go to get your ‘house fix.’”

“I tell people my name
is not just a color, it’s
a way of life.”
Thus, three years ago, Orphey decided to
help pave the way for other house music lovers
like himself by establishing House of Rose
Recordings. Named after his mother, Rosa, who is
his inspiration, Orphey is now able to sign artists
who produce house and techno beats.
He and his significant other, Dakiesha
“Diamond” Threatt, the CEO of RedDiamond
Promotions, currently seek out local talent across
northeast Florida. Orphey says their mission is to
give DJs a chance to be heard. He says the only
rule is that all DJs must bring their “A” game:
show up and show out.
“If it sounds good, I’ll sign [them],” Orphey
said. “I try to be as open-minded as possible
because I know new subgenres of house [music]
are coming up every year.”
Now 47 years old, Orphey has transformed a
love of house music into a way to bring together
the greater house music community. Plus, he’s
the only Black-owned house music record label
in Jacksonville.
“The most challenging part [of the business]
is promoting the label and searching for artists,
especially local talent here,” Orphey said. “[It’s
especially tough] when you work a full-time job,
produce, and are an active DJ. However, I would
not change it for the world; it’s a labor of love.”
LINDSEY NOLEN
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SATURDAY
SIXTY YEARS LATER

Saturday, August 27, 1960 was a fairly
normal day in post-war America--for a
while, anyway. The Olympics were going
on in Rome, where a couple of world
records were set in swimming. The day
was not intended to mark a moment in
history, but that is often how history works
out. Summertime in Jacksonville is always
hot, but it was about to get much hotter.
The 60th anniversary of Ax Handle
Saturday occurs during a summer largely
defined by widespread protests over police
brutality and systemic racism, protests
of a size and scale unseen since the
1960s, if indeed ever in history. As a new
generation of activists take to the streets,
people like Rodney Lawrence Hurst, Jr.
find themselves holding a sort of “O.G.”
status within the movement. “Social media
has escalated these murders and these
instances of white American racism up to
a national level,” he says, “So many folks
got a chance, for the first time to see the
police murder someone in living color, so
obviously the response to what they say

was always initially an emotional response.
But it’s no different than the murders that
we’ve seen over the years. The Black Lives
Matter movement is just an extension of
the Civil Rights Movement, which is just
an extension of other movements prior to
that.”
The sit-ins were organized by the local
NAACP Youth Council, led by Hurst, then
only 16, but sharp as a tack. That August,
Hurst (who started school at just five years
old) was only two months removed from
graduating from Northwestern High.
Though firmly centered in the present,
he had already begun planning his future.
Hurst received scholarship offers from a
number of Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs), including Dillard,
Hampton, and Morehouse. He ultimately
decided to attend Edward Waters College,
founded on the city’s northside in 1868.
The political implications of Hurst’s
activist work made themselves apparent
almost instantly: Mayor Haydon Burns, an
arch-segregationist who’d tangled with

Hurst that summer, threatened to withdraw
city funding from the school if it permitted
his entry. Having already approved his
application, the faculty stood firm, and
City Hall backed down. After making the
Dean’s List as a freshman, Hurst’s education
was abruptly halted when he was drafted
to the U.S. Air Force. Despite possessing
a 1-S student deferment, and being only
17 years old, he found himself heading to
Vietnam. Hurst views that as a politicallymotivated decision that may have had
lethal consequences, had fate taken him
in another direction.
Black people represented about 45
percent of the city’s population at the
time, but their actual power was virtually
nonexistent. “With segregation, back in
the day, the only venues that we could use
to get the word out were black churches,”
he says. “The Sunday after Ax Handle
Saturday, we had a huge meeting at St.
Paul AME Church, which was on the corner
of 13th and Myrtle. It was an in-person
type dispersal of information. Today,
13

LEFT:
Iconic photo by Life
Magazine of Ax Handle
Saturday.

people know when there’s going to be a
demonstration. Our communication was
snail-paced; we had to depend on word
of mouth. We had to depend on the
Black press, but they were mostly weekly.
There was only so much they could do
without that kind of daily exposure.”
“Understand that, from the protest
movements of the 1950s and ‘60s, you
had an emerging Black youth leadership
that came out of the movement, as you
have now,” says Hurst. “I met John
Lewis and Marion Barry, who was the
first chairman of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee. I met them
and Diane Nash, and James Bevel, and
a lot of civil rights leaders at the Saint
Helena Islands, out from Beaufort,
North Carolina, at a place called the Pen
Center, which was one of the maybe two
or three, at most, places where Blacks
and whites could get together and talk
about civil rights with some modicum of
security. The issues are the same - the
only difference is that now there is a
medium to highlight it.”
This was not the first such action
taken in the south. Ax Handle Saturday
was only a month removed from the
end of sit-ins at the Woolworth’s in
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Greensboro, North Carolina, which
began throughout the first week of
February and continued into the summer.
Those efforts bore fruit, as the lunch
counter there was quietly desegregated
on July 25. This gave hope to the kids
in Jacksonville, who knew there was
at least some chance of success. But
the Greensboro cadre had strength in
numbers - more than a thousand at some
points - and they were also older.
Local activists had already conducted
other lunch counter sit-ins on a smaller
scale during the month, at places like
Morrison’s Cafeteria. Those had come
off without a hitch, but doing it at
Woolworth’s presented a whole slew
of additional complications. It was a
national chain, one already associated
with such efforts in the public mind. It
was located at the center of downtown,
where events would play out in full view
of the community.
“Back in 1960, there was no
networking, other than the fact that
we were fighting the same enemy,”
he says. “We did not check in with
Atlanta and Nashville, Birmingham and
Greensboro. From those first sit-ins, and
as they spread around the country, we

all decided that we would do something
in our respective communities. All
civil rights demonstrations are local.”
Working with a few adult advisors, most
notably teacher Rutledge Pearson and
attorney Earl Johnson, the kids began
to develop their strategy. “We had
between 400 and 500 active members
of the Youth Council,” Hurst recalls. “Our
membership meetings every week, every
Wednesday night, would probably total
between 50 and 70 members.”
There were 84 seats at that white
lunch counter at Woolworth’s, which took
up a whole side of the store, on Monroe
Street - Woolworth’s and J.C. Penney
were the only occupants of the building.
There was a common door where you
could walk between them. They fronted
Hogan Street; Duval Street and Monroe
Street were at the sides. The only other
building on that block was the Robert
Meyer Hotel, which was at the rear,
fronting back onto Julia Street.
The protest action was not limited
to Woolworth’s, which commanded
more attention due to its national
profile and its connection to the earlier
sit-ins. “There was Grant’s, Walgreens,
McCrory’s, Kress, and a lunch counter

in Cohen Bros., which was part of the St.
James Building, which is where City Hall is
now,” Hurst recalls. “At all of those stores,
we always had enough students to cover
every lunch counter. We had Youth Council
members who were ready to sit in as the
white customers got up and left.”
Jacksonville’s first sit-in took place at
Woolworth’s on Saturday, August 13, and
continued every day for the next two weeks,
except for Sundays. “When we sat in on the
first day, August 13, we had more than 100
Youth Council members there at the time,”
says Hurst.
“We sat in at all of the lunch counters
every day, from the 13th to the 27th,” Hurst
says. “That white lunch counter was part of
the comfort system for white people in the
south. They were refuges, so they didn’t
have to deal with Black folk. That reinforced
who they were.” Protesters would begin by
making some token purchase--a pencil, some
candy, whatever--so they were recognized as
customers before heading to the counters.
“We would get mail in every day at
the NAACP office, and they would give
you an overview, since many of these sitins were conducted by NAACP college
chapters,” he says. “So we figured it was
somewhere between 30 and 35 sit-ins after
Greensboro. The difference was that those
were college students.” By contrast, 95% of
the demonstrators in Jacksonville were still
in high school, so their efforts began during
the summertime. Through consistency and
repetition, momentum quickly developed,
but so did resistance.
They expected some trouble. Activists
were trained in nonviolent resistance. They
learned how to keep their composure
despite the provocations of the mob. That
training proved essential for the kids at the
counter; they somehow managed to keep
their dignity despite being cursed at, spat
on, having their hair pulled, even being hit.
They knew that any physical response would
be used as an excuse to escalate the attacks.
Then, as now, any violence would provide
the opposition with a propaganda victory,
a chance to dismiss the legitimacy of the
movement.

The group gathered first at Laura Street
Presbyterian Church, then split into two
groups. One group, numbering about 30,
took Main Street over to the W.T. Grant store.
The sit-in at Grant’s was fairly uneventful, at
first: They sat down, the lunch counter was
closed, and they left. By that point, counterdemonstrators had already begun to gather
in Hemming Park. The lunch counter scene
was ugly, but the worst was yet to come.
The park was mostly empty when the
kids went in, but it was packed by the time
they left. Word of their protest had spread,
and upon exit they walked into a crowd
of more than 200 white men, armed with
melee weapons like baseball bats and the
eponymous ax handles. These types of
protest actions were often met with violent
resistance, but this was new, different. They
were grown men, and their victims were
kids. They were outnumbered, by about
seven to one, and most of them had never
experienced anything like that before. There
were only about 35 of them there; all of them
were children, and half of them were girls. It
didn’t matter.
A few agitators went in and attacked the
protesters while they were still at the lunch
counter, driving them out onto the sidewalk,
where many more stood waiting. Resistance
was futile, so the kids retreated to the Snyder
Memorial Church, where they took refuge
until the mob had dispersed. Things would
have turned out worse if not for the brave
intervention of the Boomerangs, a black
street gang that took it upon themselves
to help provide security for the protesters.
At least 50 people were injured, and 62
arrested.
The violence was organized largely by
the local KKK, which had terrorized Black
people in the south throughout the 20th
century. The Klan operated in the shadows,
largely protected by local law-enforcement,
some of whom were members themselves.
In many cities, especially in the south, it was
impossible to tell the difference between the
vigilantes and the legitimate authorities; in
some cases, there was no real difference at
all. The speed with which the whites flooded
into downtown that day defied any pretense

THEY
WERE
GROWN
MEN,
AND
THEIR
VICTIMS
WERE
KIDS.
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LEFT:
A sit-in at the Woolsworth
Lunch Counter.

COURTESY OF RODNEY HURST

of spontaneity, despite official denials of
any formal organization.
It wasn’t until years later that the
full, filthy truth was known. “I met an FBI
informant in 2000,” says Hurst. “His name
was Clarence Sears. He was assigned to
the Klan by the FBI, and he wrote that on
the Thursday before Ax Handle Saturday,
the Klan had a meeting downtown, at one
of the hotels, and they made plans to start
a race war, using the sit-ins to do that. He
wrote up the report and gave it to his FBI
handler, who put it on the desk of the
Duval County sheriff, Dale Carson, who
was a former FBI person. We found out
later that the report was intercepted by
one of his lieutenants, who was a member
of the Klan. We also found out later that
the National Guard was on standby, both
in St. Augustine and at Camp Blanding,
so they knew that something was going
to happen. But that day, downtown, there
were no police.”
Much like today, the protest actions
of 1960 illustrated some fundamental
differences in strategy and the underlying
philosophy between two generations of
activists. “We didn’t share a lot of our
plans with adults,” Hurst recalls. “At the
direction of Mr. Pearson, we kept a lot of
what we were going to do, and when we
were going to do it, pretty close to the
vest.” Some of the older folks thought
16

the younger set was a bit too radical,
too impatient, too reckless; they worried
that blowback from their efforts could
potentially undermine the incremental
progress that had already been made.
“The Black community was not monolithic
at that time. After Ax Handle Saturday, a
Black attorney said to my mother, ‘You
need to do something about that boy.
He’s upsetting circumstances for all of us.
That’s been an age-old pushback.”
Aside from the activists themselves,
there were a number of onlookers who
would go on to play significant roles in
local history, including future state senator
Arnett Girardeau and Nat Glover, who
would become Jacksonville’s first black
sheriff 35 years later. Stetson Kennedy
was also there, covering the story for the
Pittsburgh Courier, one of the country’s
most iconic Black newspapers. 40 years
later, he wrote about it for Folio.
It was the story of the year in
Jacksonville, but Ax Handle Saturday
was mostly buried by local media at the
time. National media took note, however,
particularly Life Magazine, which had been
documenting the Civil Rights Movement
around the country since its beginning.
The riot made headlines in Time Magazine,
the Los Angeles Times, the London Times
and the New York Times. Jacksonville
had two daily papers at the time; the

Jacksonville Times-Union was published in
the morning, and the Jacksonville Journal
came out in the afternoon. Both papers
had reporters on the scene that day, but
none of them were allowed to file stories
about what they saw.
It wasn’t until decades later that
the city’s official institutions finally felt
comfortable talking about what happened
that day. Most residents had never heard
of it at all until just a few weeks ago,
when the removal of Confederate statues
in the urban core sparked a widespread,
comprehensive reappraisal of Black history
in Northeast Florida, just in time for the
60th anniversary of Ax Handle Saturday. Its
commemoration marks the end of an era
for the brave activists who sat in that day.
By Hurst’s estimation, of the three dozen
or so people who joined him at the lunch
counter, less than half a dozen are still
alive today. As veteran activists like Hurst
prepare to take their long-delayed victory
lap, they continue to lead from the front,
setting the pace for a movement that will
continue for decades to come.
SHELTON HULL
STORIES@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM

DINE-IN
f

RESERVE YOUR TABLE
ON THE RESY APP
OR RESY.COM
PRATIITALIA.COM
TOWNHALLJAX.COM

LIVE with
Melissa Ross

TO-GO
f

Hosted by Melissa Ross, First Coast

CONTACT-FREE PICK-UP

Connect is an hour-long call-in

ONLINE ORDERING

program that features local
newsmakers, civic and

FAMILY-STYLE MEALS

community leaders, artists

MARKET + PANTRY ITEMS

(PIMENTO CHEESE! FRESH PASTA!)

and people planning a variety
of events across Northeast

COCKTAILS + WINE TO-GO

Florida, along with a weekly
roundtable of local journalists.

WEEKDAYS
AT 9AM

CHEF TOM GRAY CONCEPTS

LOCALLY-OWNED. THOUGHTFULLY-SOURCED. SERIOUSLY DELICIOUS.

on WJCT News 89.9

With new host
Jenn White
Every weekday, the team at 1A convenes a
conversation about the most important
issues of our time. The show takes a deep
and unﬂinching look at America, bringing
context and insight to stories unfolding
across the country and the world.

WEEKDAYS AT 10AM
on WJCT News 89.9

VIEW THE FULL SCHEDULE AT WJCT.ORG
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CALLING THE QUESTION
THE GUIDE TO CITY COUNCIL

CM MORGAN, DISTRICT ONE (D)
CM Joyce Morgan has always
been involved in community service,
but her position as an elected official
lends her the opportunity to make
real change for the better. She loves
the river, the diverse neighborhoods,
and the people of her district. Race
relations in the city keep Jacksonville
from moving forward, she said, and
this can be remediated by developing
real respect for our differences.

CM CUMBER, DISTRICT FIVE (R)
CM LeAnna Cumber has been actively
involved in the community for nearly ten
years - being on city council, she’s able to
enact policies and direct funding based
on her constituents’ voices and needs.
She loves the parks and playgrounds in
her district and works hard to make them
safe and accessible. CM Cumber wants to
create a busy, vibrant, walkable downtown.

CM GAFFNEY, DISTRICT 7 (D)
CM WHITE, DISTRICT 12 (R)
CM Randy White was a firefighter
for JFRD for 32 years and now serves
Jacksonville’s westside. Having lived in
district 12 for more than 30 years, his
constituents feel more like a family than
a community to him and he finds it
rewarding to be a voice for them. One
of his main focuses is on public safety
- he supports the Sheriff and JSO, and
wants to see the crime rate drop.

CM Reggie Gaffney believes that
public and community service are part
of God’s calling for him. He said the best
part of being on city council is meeting
constituents and being of service to
them. The neighborhoods in his district
are diverse and he appreciates the
variety of perspectives from them. The
crime and killing in Jacksonville break
CM Gaffney’s heart, and he’s worked
consistently to combat it by creating jobs
and providing resources.

CM PITTMAN, DISTRICT EIGHT (D)

CM NEWBY, AT LARGE FIVE (D)
CM Samuel Newby said it’s an
honor and a great opportunity to be
able to serve the city of Jacksonville
to help it reach its greatest potential.
He would like to enhance the quality
of life for the city’s most underserved
and impoverished communities. CM
Newby’s experience on the council
has broadened his knowledge of and
compassion for all citizens.

CM Ju’Coby Pittman loves the
people, neighborhoods, parks,
and history of Jacksonville. Getting
constituents and city government
to work collaboratively to address
concerns through legislation is
rewarding to her. CM Pittman’s vision
is to improve quality of life through
economic development and improved
safety and infrastructure. She wishes to
heal our city from COVID-19.

COUNCILMEN FREEMAN, FERRARO, BOWMAN, WILSON, AND BOYLAN DID NOT REPLY.
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CM DENNIS, DISTRICT NINE (D)
CM Garrett Dennis loves the people
of his district and being able to serve
them and the rest of Jacksonville is the
best part about being on city council
to him. He looks forward to addressing
neglected infrastructure challenges
for his constituents this year. If CM
Dennis could change one thing about
Jacksonville, it would be the mayor.

CM JACKSON, DISTRICT TEN (D)
CM Brenda Priestly Jackson said the
best part about being on city council is the
opportunity to serve her neighbors and
build a shared vision with her colleagues.
She loves the sense of belonging in
District 10, her beloved community.
CM Priestly Jackson would like to see
improved infrastructure, more economic
opportunity, and more artistic and creative
representation for her constituents.

CM DEFOOR, DISTRICT 14 (R)
CM Randy DeFoor’s vision for
Jacksonville is a city for young professionals,
artists and families to put down roots. She
said that for being such a beautiful city with
so much going for it, we are too humble and
need to do a better job of telling our story.
Her favorite part of being on city council is
serving the community and making quality
of life better for her constituents.

CM SALEM, AT LARGE TWO (R)
CM Ronald Salem serves the entire
county on city council. To him, the best
thing about being on the council is the
ability to help people and organizations
solve issues. If he could change anything
about Jacksonville, he would solve the
violent crime problem in the community.

CP HAZOURI, AT LARGE THREE (D)
CM BECTON, DISTRICT 11 (R)
Moving projects forward and seeing
them go from an idea to a reality is
tremendously rewarding for CM Danny
Becton. His know-how and connections
in community service prepared him for
public service, in which he focuses on
quality of life for his constituents by
building and improving public areas like
parks and pathways.

CP Tommy Hazouri loves calling
Jacksonville home and serving the city’s
current and future needs. He leads the
council, setting goals and addressing
specific issues to make true and lasting
change. Even with his recent lung
transplant, CP Hazouri maintains his
commitment to lead what he believes is the
most progressive and accomplished council
in the city’s history.

CM CARLUCCI, AT LARGE FOUR (R)
CM DIAMOND, DISTRICT 13 (R)
CM Rory Diamond likes to make
real change in pushing our city forward
on city council. He said corruption is
crippling our ability to be a truly great
city and found the JEA investigation to
be a great opportunity to do good. He
loves his district for the beach and the
awesome people.

CM Matt Carlucci frequently works 14
hour days, but making positive change
makes it all worthwhile to him. He represents
the city at large and loves Jacksonville’s
diverse traditions and cultures. San Marco
is particularly close to his heart, he has lived
there his whole life and will never move.
CM Carlucci would like to see less crime,
less litter, a more vibrant downtown, and a
Jaguars Super Bowl championship for the
city.
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CALAIS CAMPBELL
SIGNS OFF
AFTER THREE YEARS WITH THE JAGUARS, THE MAYOR
OF SACKSONVILLE IS HEADING TO BALTIMORE.
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September 10, 2017. The first Jaguars game
of the 2017 NFL season. The Jacksonville Jaguars,
who finished the previous season 3-13, are looking
to bounce back after drafting LSU running back
Leonard Fournette with the 4th round pick in the
draft. The Jaguars are playing the division rival,
The Houston Texans in Houston. Veteran defensive
end Calais Campbell, who just signed with the
Jaguars, is looking to prove that while he may be
older, he is still a huge threat in the pass-rush and
worth his large contract. On one of Campbells’
first plays, Texans QB Tom Savage drops back to
pass—Campbell stumbles. But he didn’t want to
let his team down. When it was all said and done,
he and the rest of the powerful Jaguars defense
combined for 10 sacks that game, with Campbell
accounting for four of the sacks, a still-standing
franchise record for most sacks by a single player.
Calais Campbell is known as the Mayor of
Sacksonville for a reason.
How the upcoming NFL season will play out is
unknown, but we do know that after being traded
to the Baltimore Ravens, Campbell will no longer
be a Jaguar. For one of his last interviews with
a Jacksonville outlet, he sat down with Folio to
discuss his experience with the Jaguars, and his
thoughts on the virtual N FL offseason and
COVID-19.
Even though he was traded, it’s clear Campbell
harbors no ill will towards the Jaguars. “They were
incredible… I really enjoyed my time,” he said.
“I’ve experienced so much love and appreciation
for my craft.” Campbell also said he takes pride
in doing things the way they should be done, and
his numbers would suggest that: 31.5 sacks, six
forced fumbles, and 137 solo tackles, as well as
being invited to the Pro Bowl in each of his three
years and a first team All-Pro in 2017.
Campbell is thankful for all the support and
recognition from the city and its fans, and it’s
clear he’ll always be a Jags fan. “You can’t control
getting traded. It’s one of those things that’s part
of the game. I never thought I would experience
it and I have seen it happen to other teammates
over the years…but it happens and all I can do
is appreciate my time with Jacksonville and go
on and make the best of my time in Baltimore.
Hopefully a Super Bowl will make it worth it.”
Campbell earned the honor of Walter Payton
Man of the Year at NFL Honors 2020, an award
recognizing strong leadership qualities on and off

the field. As the Mayor of Sacksonville and the Man
of the Year, Campbell has shown fans that he is not
only a great football player, but a great person as
well. He said, “The biggest thing is learning from
my experiences in Jacksonville and trying to find
the people who need help in Baltimore…and how
to help them in the best way.”

With the NFL season clouded by COVID-19,
players on new teams like Campbell have not been
able to practice in normal ways. “The coronavirus
has been very hard on everybody…it hasn’t left
anybody out,” he said. Campbell hopes that the
season can get going and the players can “go out
there and do our jobs at the highest level without
risking our health.”
He acknowledged that the virus can have
long-term effects and football puts people at a
higher risk, but he knows that football can be a
bright spot in these uncertain times and bring the
community together.
At the end of his interview, Folio had one
request: a final DUUUVAL for the Jaguars fans.
After brief hesitation, and a reminder that he is on
a new team, he humbly obliged.
QUINN GRAY
MAIL@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM

Photos courtesy of the Jacksonville Jaguars.
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PAVE PARADISE, PUT UP A PRIVATE ISLAND

JACKSONVILLE’S INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY IS THE NEXT TARGET OF LUXURY STEAMROLLERS.
In the midst of 2020’s seemingly
endless problems, some have hoped that
these catastrophes will act as catalysts for
real change in America; from our cultural
attitudes, to the very structure of our legal
systems. Jacksonville, like many other
cities in the US, is struggling with the
affordable housing crisis, alongside the
climate crisis.
For coastal Florida in particular,
hurricanes, flooding, and rising sea levels
are of grave concern. While conservation
and affordable housing may seem
unrelated, they go hand-in-hand when
vibrant ecosystems are demolished to
create high-end housing. These new
developments are often marketed with
attractive buzzwords like “sustainability”
and “community.” Unsurprisingly,
bulldozing natural habitats, new
construction, and gentrification are not
sustainable or good for our community.
These problems overlap heavily
with racial injustice. Black Americans
are more likely to be renters and Black
neighborhoods are at higher risk for
flooding. Spending time in nature reduces
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stress and depression, and yet green
spaces are significantly less accessible
for Black Americans due to the legacy of
segregationist housing policies.
A perfect example in Jacksonville
is E-Town. Although the development
boasts energy-efficient homes, they come
with a steep price tag. Half of the planned
community’s land will be preserved, but
this doesn’t undo the damage of building
in the first place, and the preserved land
is only accessible to residents. Nature
becomes an amenity, a luxury that many
people cannot afford, due to the very
creation of such homes.
Currently, real estate company Bird
Dog Land LLC is looking to sell property
in the marsh estuary of the Intracoastal
along Jacksonville Beach. Their vision is to
develop private islands featuring mansions
and helicopter pads in this delicate
ecosystem. Building in the floodplain will
harm wildlife, make flooding more intense,
and drive up rent prices and property
taxes in nearby areas. In an interview with
the Jacksonville Business Journal, Brian
Small, Bird Dog Land founder, stated: “

[COVID-19] is actually the best thing that
could have ever happened… it’s actually
working out great as far as marketing
[for the project],” though he said in a
later interview that he is not opposed to
conserving the land. Jacksonville Beach
local Will Mohrman started a petition
against the development on Change.org,
which has gained nearly 3,000 signatures.
As we continue to rethink what we
should expect from our local officials,
businesses, and community, the
intersection of affordable housing and
conservation should be on our minds
too. The greenest buildings are those
which have already been built, and can
be repurposed. Scores of buildings in
Jacksonville, especially downtown, have
stood empty and abandoned for years. We
don’t have to choose between preserving
green spaces and creating affordable
housing. They are both building blocks
for a truly sustainable community.
EMILY JEFFRIES
MAIL@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM
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ABOUT THE CURATORS:

WINSTON SEABROOKS
From a young age, Winston Seabrooks
was determined to be great. Ever Since
he was in the first grade he always had
aspiration for politics and public service to
his community. Seabrooks has been an outspoken voice for
his community since the age of 14, and has been employed
through the “Mayor’s Youth at Work” program since the 10th
grade. He wanted to use his voice to reach out to others and
tell them to not succumb to the life of the streets, as he’s seen
so many do.
Now a senior at Jean Ribault High School, he is the
incoming class president.
Seabrooks has served as a vision keeper for Edward
Waters College, and is also an active member and Executive
Director for strategic partnerships for the Young Leaders Of
Today organization. In 2016, Seabrooks held his first debate
for candidates running for Florida House District 14, along with
a debate for candidates running for school board district 5.
Through his work, Seabrooks speaks the truth about the
struggles young people, especially people of color, in this
city face.
In Seabrooks, elected leaders have seen the potential of
what could be the next political leader in Jacksonville. He has
even caught the eye of some notable Tallahassee lawmakers
from his interactions on Twitter.
After finishing high school Seabrooks plans to attend
Florida A&M or Howard University and receive a degree in
law. Winston then aspires to become an attorney, return to
Jacksonville, and uses his voice to continue to fight for the
voiceless

RODNEY WELLS
Rodney Wells is a 17 year old student at
Bishop Kenny High School. He has founded
Young Leaders of Today, an organization to
empower and engage young people through
civic and social action. YLT members work at local and state
level to empower fellow leaders, increase civic participation,
and engage fellow students to become active within their
communities and government. This organization is entirely
student run and members from all walks of life have the chance
to open new doors through their involvement in our projects and
events. Through this, Wells has become recognized as a leading
voice for students in Jacksonville.
Wells is also involved in several programs and projects, like
the #OurFutureisNow Initiative. In partnership with the Duval
County Supervisor of Election Office, the Initiative’s goal is to
pre-register over 1000 students by the end of 2020. In addition
it will also increase youth participation in the voting process by
giving high school students the opportunity to work the election
polls in March, August, and November of 2020.
Political-ish, a project of Young Leaders of Today, a student
led media platform that seeks to inform high school students on
local, state, and national issues from a bi-partisan point-of-view.
Political-ish features a student based new blog, and in 2020 it
will launch its first podcast episode!
Wells also led the “What’s Going On? Speak up About
it!” initiative, with the aim of increasing youth involvement in
Jacksonville and the Mayor’s Young Leaders Advisory Council.
He is a lifetime member of the NAACP and has received the All
In Membership award from the local chapter. In the future, Wells
wants to major in political science or international and further
explore his passion for politics and public service.
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ELANA EVERY

CHRISTOPHER FREEMAN

At 17 years old, the Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts student
is in Dance Theatre, an auditionbased performance group within the
dance department. She is passionate
about politics and youth activism.

At 17 years old, the Mandarin
High Schoo student is a role model
and an unconventional leader.

TAYLOR RICHARDSON

AUDREY CHENG

The 17 year old Bolles
School student is also known as
‘Astronaught Starbright.’ She is an
advocate, activist, philanthropist and
speaker.

At 15 years old, the Bolles School
honor student loves to create and learn.
Audrey was invited to participate in the
Joe Berg Seminars for 2020, where she
learns from professors and professionals
across a diversity of subjects.

JACK ROWAN

GABRIELLA WHITE

At 18 years old, the incoming
freshman at Florida State University and
a recent grad of Fletcher High School
is extremely involved with the public
education system’s funding. He plans to
return to Jacksonville to be involved in the
local elections, possibly as a candidate.

White is a social entrepreneur,
STEAM activist, and the founder
and CEO of the diversity nonprofit
ARCHY. Her future includes the
launch of her ARCHY foundation for
kids in 2021, and the launch of her
educational product line in 2021.

AIDEN CHAU

WINSTON PEELE

The 17 year old Douglas Anderson
School for the Arts student is the
founder and president of Artfully
Green. He serves as the executive
director and founder of Jacksonville
Against COVID19 (JAC), and has been
recognized on NPR and CNN.

The 16 year old Bishop Kenny
High School student is the founding
member and President of the BK
Diversity Student Union.

CRAIG MCFARLAND

DEYONA BURTON

Craig McFarland will be
attending Harvard University and
graduated as valedictorian of his
high school, Stanton College Prep.

At 17 years old, the Lee High
School student is the founder of the
initiative SPEAR, Showing Political
Engagement And Responsibility and
ChangeMaker Magazine.

GABY DIAZ

AR’MANI BRUNSON

The 17 year old Episcopal student
is a member of the youth organization
Young Leaders of Today and began a
podcast series called “172” in which
she interviews 172 BIPOC creators to
commemorate the 172 reported Black
lives lost to police brutality.

A William M. Raines 2020
graduate, she served as senior
class vice-president and secretary
of the National Honor society. She
graduated top 10 percent of her
class with a 4.0 gpa.

EVAN QUAINTANCE

NIDHI PATEL

The recent graduate from Lee
High School, where he served as class
president, is a Wildlife Immersion and
Leadership Development advocate.

The 17 year old Paxon student
is a member and officer of the
National Honor Society, Science
National Honor Society, Hispanic
Honor Society, and Mu Alpha Theta.

SAVANNAH LENOBLE

NATALIE “MOXIE” MCGRIFF

At 17 years old, the Wolfson
High School student received the
President’s Volunteer Service Award
and has worked for Young Leaders of
Today.

At just 13 years old, McGriff is an
award winning author, activist, and
entrepreneur. Natalie currently owns
Natalie’s Nook & Candy Shop and
has won over $16,000 for her work.

AYANNA-ROSE GRAY

SASHA BLACKSHEER

The 17 year old Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts student
is in the National Honor Society,
Science National Honor Society, and
Tri-M Music Honor Society.

The 17 year old Robert E.
Lee High School student is in the
National Honor Society, Student
Government Association, and Future
Business Leaders of America. She
serves as her class president.

WE KNOW.
These teens do a lot. So much so that we decided to upload their full,
unabridged bios to our website. There, you can read all about how these
activists, CEOs, and authors have done more than many of us will do in
our lifetimes.
SCAN THE QR CODE TO VISIT THE FULL GALLERY.
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MUSIC

NEW MUSIC RADAR
LISTEN LOCALLY

LUC NAPIER CLUB DRONE
Club Drone, the second single from
his upcoming album, skewers dark
jokes and bleak truths written for adults
in animated kid’s shows and movies
over a sly house beat and synthesizers.
Listen wherever you stream.

MATILDA PHAN END UP OKAY
End Up Okay is full of vivid imagery
and heartfelt lyrics, two traits the indie
scene has come to expect from rising
star Matilda Phan. Set over subtle
guitars, it’s perfect for afternoon storms.
Listen on Spotify and Apple Music.

INDIE DIMARTINO YOUTH IS A WEAPON
Every aspect of DiMartinto’s Youth is
a Weapon is his own work, even down
to the visuals. Reminiscent of Arcade
Fire’s Neon Bible, its dark, danceable,
and full of quotable one-liners to shout.
Listen on Spotify, Apple Music, and Youtube.

NIKI DAWSON LAST SUMMER
Last Summer, the latest EP from
Niki Dawson, sticks to your ears. An
Alt R&B number with a psychedlic
kick, Dawson’s lush vocals and bars
ground the complex and gooey songs.
Listen wherever you stream.

MITCH FOUNTAIN & NORI PHILOSOPHY
Just in time for late night study sessions
to reconvene, Mitch Fountain and Nori
have released a mix of lo-fi songs perfect
for hiding away and hunkering down for
hours. Just be sure to use headphones.
Listen on Spotify.
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ADVERTISE WITH FOLIO:
INTRODUCTARY RATES
DIGITAL SOLUTIONS
INTERACTIVE ADS
EMAIL:
PARTNERS@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM
FOR RATES AND MORE.

A CURATED SELECTION
OF PROSE AND POETRY
FROM JACKSONVILLE’S
BUDDING SCENE.

P O E T R Y

IS FOR THE PEOPLE
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POETRY IS FOR THE PEOPLE

ON CATALONIA (A YEARNING)

SATURN

The last ellipsis smothered
and each mouth converted

In oblivion comes a starlit moonshine that leaves us blinded when we are
by ourselves sitting by rude tulips who had been fighting with the day—
stuck and enamored. There are crossing shadows, fallen touches, licked
teeth, popping ears; and with this impression there is not a short farewell. I
remember the soft touches, tickling, her flair, a faulted nod and a sharp gaze
that devoured the bellow of who I am. With this shallow ego and the subtle
summer sun slowly rising before our very eyes comes the herd of morning
and I am laying shoulder to shoulder with a stranger. To be here shimmered
in the shining of clovers and to be poked by the stems of cherries that crawl
up my spine. The accusations thrown loosely, the wavering fondness, the
prodding, and a good grief; we have nudged through thorn bushes seeking
light only to find that light isn’t that hard to seek.

presenting a blistered
dynamo with a pride at the chin.
I caution,
there’s a dead weather here it holds briar in endless gums
It sits in your olfactory, shapeless and vapid.
It has no word.
There is a series of shocks at our periphery tonight The sky mouth without a lens
and this too
on trial by an interpretation
Per the relation of the Lion, (who is real)
with the Christian (who is also real)
though we’ll never have that many teeth,
not for the ankle we’re after But just enough for songs		
		
of gardens and rifles, anarchist.
Earth has fallen from between our thighs,
and now sits a harpsichord where the larynx should be
GRIFFIN BOULINEAU

OF WALNUTS AND RAIN

DAVID BUCHANAN

IRVING

YOUR SILENT FACE

i beat my fists against the rocks
until the seagulls swirling by
in their tornado of feathers
and unbridled gluttony have
been satisfied, discarding my remains

Don’t bat an eye
it will still get in
you feel it when
you dont think it
and taste it if they tell you to
But at night when it’s just you
and they think you
are
explicit
implicit
deeply rooted
superficial
nonsense
on a big screen
turn it off
saw a log
sew an oat
do it because you want to
even if they tell you

clutching what is left of
my own idea of God
i screech one last prayeri am my own banshee
but i gave up my throat

If you give a man a car,
He will no longer go on walking
If you give him cups of coffee
He’ll stop thinking but not talking
If you give a man a car
He will no longer go on trekking
He’ll be vexed, perplexed by distance
And when the distance is for instance
only next to that of inches.
If you give a man a car,
A stretch becomes a reach
A mile becomes an ocean
And the ocean becomes beach.
If you give a man a car
and he no longer goes on walking
He’ll go hiking
But not without his phone, wallet, or Nikes
If you give a man a car or any modern
appliance
The world won’t end in riots
But an absolute silence.

LEONARDO PALEY

JOSEPH POMEROY

MATILDA PHAN
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CASEY VANDYKE

MOVEMENT
THERE IS ENDLESS GRIEF IN MOVEMENT. IT IS A BREATH FROM
THE HEART. ONE THAT DOES NOT WAIVER, BUT SHAKES UNTIL IT
SWALLOWS YOU ALIVE. BUT THERE IS RELIEF AT THE END. ONE
THAT IS NOT CONSUMING, BUT GOOD COMPANY. AND MOST
WOULD RATHER SIT WITH A FRIEND THAN BE EATEN BY ONE. ALL
MY LIFE I HAVE CHOSEN THE LATTER. BESIDES, I LET THIS MOVE
THROUGH ME. I’VE FORGOTTEN WHAT THE USE OF PROTECTION
MEANS ANYMORE.

MODERN BIBLE

I’M STUCK

For all you babel blondes, whose roots date back to Babylon,
The modern bible was written for you.
But Jesus was a tanned man,
And confusion is often synecdoche for calamity.

when a pond grows up
does it think about the koi
it will house
even with the filter
swaying in the stagnance
the pond is stuck
outside this chinese buffet forever.
electron that swims
after swallowing a sample of co2
freezing slow from the inside

The four horsemen of the apocalypse head onwards.
Bring me famine, for being fat is not fashionable.
Promise me pestilence,
Everyone seems to be popping pills anyway.
Coat me up. I am ready for the conquest of Cartier and Chanel.
And war. Well, what do I know of it?
As children go hungry,
I indulge in lox and mimosas, within my caloric allowance.
As the elderly scrape by to afford medication,
I buy sleeping pills and stimulants simultaneously.
As worker’s shoes fade away on the job,
I try on the newest pair of Jimmy Choos.
And lastly, give me war. Here.
Against my own people.
Which I largely choose to ignore,
So long as poverty’s nuisance
Does not impede upon my reading of revelation.
Yes, I love my bible. It never asks me to pray,
Only to pay.
I worship consumption,
And abandon compassion.
NATALJA GONTRUM

DOOMSDAY IN WATERCOLOR
Sometimes I think about my old high school,
How the hallways were an echo chamber for sleepy hellos,
And enthusiastic goodbyes.
Pattered steps along linoleum.
I look at my feet as I walk,
And see you in the reflection,
With a genuine smile,
and an awkward laugh.
The years mix together,
like watercolor paint,
And bleed through the paper underneath.
When I drive away, the trees brush past me,
And I remember,
That there is another doomsday prediction this week.
The Book of Revelation,
The damnation dressed in rubble,
Maybe we will be buried alive, under it all,
Our bodies left in the grass.
Sacrificing ourselves to the weeds,
Our spirits float away between the palms,
Before we combust into a firework show.

because all it can do
is reminisce
on the taste of plum pudding.
when a toyota feels threatened
it tightens its straps
holding captain captive
among the ever-moving cloud.
super glued lips droning open
like a cast net
waiting for the only school of fish
to circle back for a kiss.
BEN ADAMS

OF ELLIOT
Just as I feel the winter in a cool
summer breeze
I feel love in you
A flash of what could have been
cold and fleeting
In July I come calling
for all my past love
to find me as I am
but to come as it once was
The famed rose garden
(of Elliot)
is where we can stay
And not age
Never dragged down
by reinvention and taste
For the familiar is only familiar in our
past
And the future is eternal
In love and In dust
EUSTON BRYANT

JESSE RAYMER
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CULTURE

THE SHOW
MUST GO ON
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Ryan Murphy, 43, knows the ins and outs of the concert
venue business. He was the director of the St. Johns County’s
Cultural Events Division from 2014 to 2019, and the manager
of The Amp from 2010 to 2019. Although Murphy has since
relocated to Alabama to help build an 8,000-seat outdoor
amphitheater, the Florida native says his heart remains in the
Sunshine State, where he is now pushing for the survival of the
St. Augustine Amphitheater and Ponte Vedra Concert Hall, in
addition to many other stages across the country.
“I spent the last wonderful 10 years [at the St. Augustine
Amphitheater] helping get the facility on the map and bringing
artists from all over the world to our neck of the woods,” Murphy
said. “[The music industry] is really an incredible ecosystem
that supports itself on every level if operated in a healthy and
intentional manner.”
Yet, this standard of operation was largely why many
venues began to close their doors due to required adherence
to COVID-19 social distancing guidelines. As a result, musicians
and venue staff members have since united to propose acts
before Congress, hoping to protect independently owned and
operated venues against impending closure.
“Currently, most of the federal support (like the The
Paycheck Protection Program) does not cover these venues,
and these venues were the first to close and will be the last to
open,” Murphy said. “As it stands now, if they do not receive
support from a stimulus package from the Federal Government,
90% of them will close permanently.”

The first act, the Save Our Stages Act, is designed to
help ensure that relief funds are available to independent
venue operators, music and venue promoters, and talent
representatives. The second act, the RESTART Act urges
government officials to tailor the Paycheck Protection Program
to work for shuttered businesses that have zero revenue, high
overhead and no clear timeline for reopening.
“[Since introducing the acts to Congress] the response has
been unbelievable,” Murphy said. “There has been so much
support in Congress and from artists and music fans across the
country.”
Murphy explained that, only if the acts are passed, will
venues truly have a fighting chance to make it through [the
coronavirus pandemic] and see each other on the other side
“arm-in-arm and singing along to our favorite band.”
As these acts are part of the stimulus package that is
currently being discussed on the floor of Congress, time is of
the essence.
“Every week another venue closes its doors, and this won’t
stop until a lifeline is thrown out there,” Murphy said. “[The
virus] has been absolutely brutal, and there is no ‘adaptable’
music venue model that makes sense. We’re just trying to hang
in there.”
In response, all Murphy asks is that readers continue to
support local music, support independent music venues and
support live music.
FOLIO STAFF

AUGUST $100 SPECIAL

Our sterling silver double drop dangle earrings
are made with round links.

Quantites Limited

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Avondale 3617 St. Johns Ave. (904) 388-5406
San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
Jacksonville, Florida 32207
www.underwoodjewelers.com
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PHOTO BY SHANNON HATCH

KNOT THE
AVERAGE
WEDDING
COVID-19 HAS BROUGHT THE
WEDDING INDUSTRY TO A HALT,
BUT TRUE LOVE CARRIES ON.
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Jessica Hatch proposed to her
boyfriend of five years, Paul Compagnon,
in April 2019. The couple planned to
marry a year later.
Every aspect of their ceremony
had been planned, from the day-of
coordinator to the catering to the number
of guests. Hatch and Compagnon
envisioned 90 members of their friends
and family watching them exchange vows
before their officiant, a mutual friend, at
the Ximenez-Fatio House in St. Augustine.
Five bridesmaids would each wear a little
black dress of their choosing, while the
five groomsmen were to be dressed in
blue suits with brown shoes.
Of course, coronavirus changed
everything.
The couple recalls first becoming
aware of the situation around St. Patrick’s
Day, when they began to wonder,
“Are we going to have to change our
wedding plans?” Little did they know how
drastically their wedding would need to
be altered.
“We had both been monitoring the
World Health Organization and Centers
for Disease Control websites pretty
closely. After the Safer At Home order
was declared and bars shut down, we
spoke with our day-of planner and venue
coordinator.”
Initially, both the planner and venue
offered to reschedule the wedding for
summer (how naive, the couple now
jokes). July 25 was selected as their
postponed date, but as the number of
COVID-19 cases continued to rise, Hatch
and Compagnon agreed that, with or
without their dream ceremony, they were
going to get married on that day.
“We told our family and friends we’d
postpone once, but if things were still bad
in July, we were going to move forward
with it,” Hatch said. “It was really not
sitting well with me inviting older family
members down to Florida. We talked
about it and said, ‘Why don’t we just do
something small in our backyard?’”
And that’s exactly what they did.

In front of just 17 people, Hatch and
Compagnon married under trees in
their yard. The ceremony was followed
by Zoom calls from loved ones not
in attendance. Now, all they have to
remember their original date by are about
90 pairs of wedding favor sunglasses
reading “April 18, 2020.”
“[This process] stung quite a bit, but
I’m happy it’s all said and done at this
point. I was tired of being in limbo trying
to determine if and when we’d be able
to have the ceremony at the venue,”
Compagnon said.
Also needing to adapt to change,
Zachary Parker and Lindsay Guizard,
both 23, of East Arlington, planned to
marry on May 24 in Callahan. The high
school sweethearts expected to have
125 guests in attendance, but since the
spread of COVID-19, securing their food
vendors and having their alterations
made became a challenge. Thus, they
chose to postpone their wedding until
May 21, 2021.
“We both still have mixed feelings
about [the delay], and in some ways, it
makes us feel like we have put our lives
on hold for a year,” Parker said. “In other
ways, there have been more pros than
cons. We are now able to save and add
some of the things we couldn’t before to
have more of our dream wedding.”
In addition to couples, the coronavirus
has cast a series of impacts on the
businesses that help make weddings
possible. For example, Island Sound,
a company specializing in wedding
DJs, says that along with the decline in
clients (about half as many as last year
in the same months), the quantity of
reschedules and cancellations have been
overwhelming.
“Cancellations put strain on already
strained cash flow, and reschedules have
put a strain on our DJs needing to work
and their personal income,” said Elena
Edwards, an office assistant at Island
Sound. “We are still working, just fewer
weddings than usual, with a lower guest

count. The business is secure and all
events fulfilled unless the client cancels.”
DJ Nick “NickFRESH” Puzo, who
often entertains at events and bars
like Shim Sham Room, Dos Gatos and
Hoptinger, has been out of work since
March 14. He says he was supposed
to return to work in June, but once
the beach bars reported outbreaks, he
decided to prioritize his well-being over
the risk of potentially catching the virus.
“I’ve been challenged to find creative
ways to keep a roof over my head and
food on my table. I still haven’t had much
luck with unemployment, but somehow
I manage to miraculously find some
way through it,” Puzzo said. “I need
the money, but I also need to be well to
entertain another day.”
Alternatively, Clayton Bromberg,
president at Underwood Jewelers, says
in terms of engagement and wedding
rings, his company has not seen an
effect because wedding bands have
largely remained a part of each marriage
ceremony, regardless of the setting.
“Honestly, these brides are not letting
this pandemic stop the show,” added M.
Marchelle Carneygee, a wedding planner
at Twenty4 Carat Events. “Business for
me has actually picked up being that I
wasn’t full-time with my business due to
my [existing full-time job]. Being that I am
still working remotely, I have been able to
focus more on my business and the ladies
still in search of planners.”
“About 85% of our 2020 weddings
have all decided to reschedule or cancel
their weddings, leaving many businesses
with a much lower anticipated income,”
Tatum Pettrey, owner of Make My Day,
a wedding and event planning company,
shared. “On top of that, when a client
decides to reschedule, they are taking
up a new date in the following year that
now cannot be booked by potential
new business, which is greatly impacting
anticipated income for the following year
as well.”
LINDSEY NOLEN
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WRITTEN IN THE STARS: GARDNER MINSHEW
A Taurus is the salt of the earth. Solid,
responsible, and fixated on physical matter
and activity, there’s a natural charm to
Taureans. The symbol of this sign is the bull typically happy, hungry and still, but running
and raging sometimes like some kind of
quarterback.
Jaguars QB Gardner Minshew has got
four out of five personal planets in the
fixed earth sign of Taurus. His grounded
demeanor and sweetness come from his
Taurus placements, while his confidence is
from the conjunctions.
The sun sign corresponds to one’s will
and personality. Born mid-spring on May
16, Minshew’s sun is in Taurus. Taureans work
hard and relax harder, they are known for
being dedicated and dependable. Minshew
shows up and does his best. This is the sign
of the bon vivant - he enjoys a good meal, a
cozy environment, and taking his time more
than most. His possessions are important
to him and are selected in perfect taste. It’s
likely that his house smells good.

FOLIO HOROSCOPES
Aries You’ve been making
moves and taking action, keep
that same energy, the rewards are
coming in. A sweet desire to be
of service to others will wash over
you and you’ll be distinctly gentle
and sentimental in love. September
9 will bring a retrograde in your
planet and sign, accept what is out
of your control, have patience and
faith. “People will forget what you
said, people will forget what you
did, but people will never forget
how you made them feel.” - Maya
Angelou
Taurus Talking from the neck
turns to preaching from the heart
this month. You’ve made something
extraordinary and you want to be
seen. You’re coming out of your
shell, throw yourself a party, wear
your best outfit, invite your twelve
favorite chotchkies. It might be
harder than usual to assert yourself
but the planets’ cheerful transits in
your sign keep you unbothered. “It
will take all your heart, it will take all
your breath. It will be short, it will
not be simple.” - Adrienne Rich
Gemini You typically fly with
the wind outside, but now you’re
praying on a hurricane to nest
in your home with your loved
ones. Mars goes into retrograde
on September 9, problems with
your friends or colleagues might
emerge. Seeing all sides and
keeping everything featherlight is
your specialty - put it into practice.
“Everything exists, everything
is true, and the earth is only a
little dust under our feet.” - W.B.
Yeats
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Always sporting a mustache and
frequently flexing his family values, Gardner
is a traditionalist and a romantic thanks to his
moon in Taurus, which rules emotions and
the inner self. It’s in conjunction with the sun,
giving him a calm confidence that stems
from an understanding between himself and
his feelings. He’s characteristically focused as
his needs and wants are in the same place.
If you’re wondering about his eyes, it’s
all in the ascendent. This is the sign that was
rising on the eastern horizon at the time of
birth. It ushers the star chart through the
sky and it’s in charge of the way that one
looks and presents themselves to the world.
Minshew’s is in Scorpio, on the opposite end
of Taurus - this gives him intense presence
and depth, you can sense that his allure
comes from much deeper than the surface.
We don’t know much about his personal life
because Scorpios are notoriously private.
Mercury and Mars are in conjunction
in Taurus. Mercury in this position grants
Minshew a good deal of common sense and

Cancer Walk around the block
and get to know all the trees. If you
feel distracted, do it barefoot. If
you can’t stop talking, keep talking.
Prepare for prosperity - you’ll be
thinking about fresh ways to get
your bands up this month. Venus
is in your sign through September
6, bask in everything that brings
you pleasure, accept love openly
when it comes to you. “Love is so
short, forgetting is so long.” - Pablo
Neruda
Leo You bring the fire and it’s
going down to a gentle flame as
the air gets cooler. It might feel
like you’re a whole new person.
This year has brought about a big
transformation, it’s circled back
to your identity and purpose, be
comfortable in it. You will crave
beauty, adoration, and majesty
when Venus enters your sign on
September 7. “The sunlight claps
the earth, and the moonbeams kiss
the sea: what are all these kissings
worth, if thou kiss not me?” - Percy
Bysshe Shelley
Virgo You’re always in a mode of
service, feel free to turn this inwards
and focus on yourself this month.
Confidence in your identity and
expression are in bloom especially
as your ruling planet, Mercury, is
in your sign through September
5 - take this opportunity to write
yourself a love letter. Reflect on
your quiet vexation in the areas of
debts and intimacy as Mars goes
into retrograde on September 9.
“If they give you lined paper, write
the other way.” - William Carlos
Williams.

composure in his thinking, which gives him a
great advantage on the field. Mars in Taurus
gives him physical and energetic strength
and stamina. Although he’s quick on the
field, with this placement he’s
probably slow to move on
his days off. Taureans
don’t tend towards

restlessness, they
have a relaxed
disposition.
Gardner tends to
dress in conversation
starters because of his
Venus in Gemini. This
planet rules love, money, and
style. His charm lies in his intelligence and
wit, and that’s what he’s most attracted
to in friends and lovers. Conversation is
crucially important to him in interpersonal
relationships. If you want to seduce him,
you can do it with jokes.
ISA BARRIENTOS

Libra If it doesn’t feel like you are
living in a dream already it’s about
to. It’s time to relax, retreat, and
release what doesn’t serve you. This
month, it’s particularly important
that you ask for personal space
when you need it - Mercury could
help you out here when it enters
your sign on September 5, giving
your words a natural leverage.
“What we call the beginning is
often the end. And to make an end
is to make a beginning. The end is
where we start from.” - T.S. Eliot.
Scorpio You’re bound to feel
particularly quirky, even edgy during
this sun cycle. Extra expressive with
an appetite for the exotic, it’s a
great time for you to go out and
be an activist or a lover. You’ll have
a good understanding of others
and a strong need to participate in
community affairs. If you don’t take
your vitamins, you might get sick
in mid-September. “The self does
not realize itself most fully when
self-realization is its most constant
aim.” - Marianne Moore
Sagittarius This month is about
putting in that work. You will feel
productive and responsible as you
inch toward your true purpose.
At the same time, you might
find emotional depth in your
relationships. With Mars going
retrograde on September 9, you
might have too many ideas that
you can’t find the follow-through
for. Hold onto the best of them for
when it’s direct again. “To live is
so startling it leaves little time for
anything else.” - Emily Dickinson

Capricorn Hang out with
someone that you consider a
teacher and someone that makes
you feel understood. You might
start to feel fundamentally restless,
balance it with a dose of inspiration
and go somewhere you’ve never
been. Flatter your friends and make
peace with your partner. “They
deem me mad because I will not
sell my days for gold; and I deem
them mad because they think my
days have a price.” - Kahlil Gibran
Aquarius This year’s yielded
so much self-discovery for you,
this will come to its peak soon.
You’ll dip into the deepest parts
of yourself this month. It’s a great
time to reflect on what the world
owes you and what you can give
to it. Watch your mouth and the
road, you might begin to encounter
weird unprecedented situations in
transportation and communication.
“Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams
die, life is a broken-winged bird that
cannot fly.” - Langston Hughes
Pisces Style covers you and
charm becomes you. It might be
hard to be by yourself and make
decisions this month - you can find
clarity in speaking to a loved one for
awhile and wearing red. You’ll feel
the weight of the world with the full
moon in your sign on September 2.
Look up and ask for permission to
cry. “Don’t use the phone. People
are never ready to answer it. Use
poetry.” - Jack Kerouac
ISA BARRIENTOS
@ISA23B

COVID-19 COVERAGE

BACK TO SCHOOL DECISIONS
MILLENNIAL MOM CONFESSIONS

SCAN FOR THE
AUDIO VERSION OF
THIS ARTICLE.

Is it just me or is “what are your
plans for school?” the new “what are
your plans for the weekend”?
I think it goes without saying that
we are currently living in strange times.
This time last year, parents would
see their e-mail inboxes flooded
with warm welcomes from teachers,
classroom themes for the year, and
school supply lists. They only had
to worry about spending money on
overpriced sneakers that their kids just
HAD to have, to only have them grow
out of them in two weeks. They would
question why any child would actually
need 33 black-and-white composition
notebooks for the year.
Now, parents are faced with
questions they never thought they
would be asked. They are tasked with
making choices no parent ever wishes
to make.
Do I send my child back to school?
Is it safe to do so? Do I keep my
children home? How do I successfully
homeschool them?
For parents of children that are old
enough to understand the situation,
or at least ones that can properly
communicate with you, it is easier to
ask their input or help make a joint
decision. They miss their friends, their
teachers, and, of course, some level of
normalcy.
But, what about the parents
of children that are too young to
understand or children that are not
able to communicate with you?
I am one of those parents; I am the
mother of a 20-month-old.
As of right now, my son is an only
child, so he has no siblings to emulate.
Maybe it was my fault, but he didn’t
get too much socialization with other

children when he was younger, so I
had planned to send him to preschool
when he turned 18 months, just so he
could gain some exposure to other
children.
Then COVID-19 happened.
Now I’m sitting here, thinking
about what to do for the fall.
On the one hand, I know just how
much he will benefit from going to
school. Truthfully, I feel like he will just
blossom developmentally. He is an
extremely social child, always smiling,
and is VERY curious about everything.
I know he will absorb everything in his
surroundings and will love to learn.
Obviously, on the other hand,
going to school could, as morbid as
this may sound, kill him.
As a mother, though, I have to
make decisions that will best benefit
him and his future. For us, that means
sending him to school in the fall.
Sure, that may not be the decision
that you agree with or one that you
would make for your own child, and
that’s okay. That’s what makes the
world go ‘round. All we, as parents, can
ask for is understanding and kindness
in these times.
You don’t know every family’s
situation, so don’t judge it by its cover.
Assume that a parent’s decision
in this matter does not come with a
political agenda or motive.
Assume that a parent’s decision in
this matter, comes from a place of love
and doing what they believe to be best
for their child and their family.
So, let’s leave the judgment at the
door and come together.
It’s all we can do right now.
DANA MOSS
MAIL@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM
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RONA
CANE
2020
FOLIO’S OFF-BEAT WEATHER REPORTING.

SCAN TO WATCH A
HURRICANE TIME LAPSE,
COURTESY OF THE WEATHER
CHANNEL NETWORK.
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LANE PITTMAN’S THREE STEPS TO STAYING SAFE THIS HURRICANE SEASON
Hurricanes plus COVID-19 is definitely
not a match-up we could have ever
predicted when the clock struck midnight
and it became 2020. Anyone who thought
this was going to be “your year,” SIKE.
Guess what? Your boy is here to give
you some solid and sound advice on the
most bonafide way to combat this sick and
twisted hurricane season, which is combined
with one of the gnarliest viruses in about
100 years.
With all that being said, let’s get it on:
Step 1: Buy all the toilet paper. I mean all
of it.
You thought maxing out your credit card
on TP back in March, then returning all the
unused rolls in April, was a good idea? BRO,
THINK AGAIN. It’s time to panic, lose your
mind and buy up an irrelevant item for no
apparent reason once more. You got cash?
You got cards? Low credit score? Say no
more fam. Make it rain at Walmart.

Step 2: Order Dasani en masse.
People all around Florida bought
up every type of water last year...minus
Dasani. Well, here’s the tea my guy: Dasani
is actually the CURE. That’s right.
I know what you’re thinking. “How can
the most plastic-y water to ever be bottled
be good for me? How can it save me,
Lane?”
Well, I listened to this one dude on a
low-budget podcast and he said that Big
Pharma made memes about Dasani to deter
people from the cure to COVID-19 and
hurricanes. You should totally listen to that
one guy. I sure am.
Step 3: Mask your entire house and
everything in it.
Do I need to say more? You want
protection from the “rona-cane” 2020
season? There is no better defense/
statement to your neighbors than a massive
N95 flexing on Mother Earth.

AVOID THE HURRICANE BUG
In the midst of hurricane season,
everyone remains hopeful that 2020
doesn’t deliver any more catastrophic
news, of course. Able to provide insight on
hurricane preparation amid the COVID-19
pandemic, Rick Knabb, Ph.D., the Weather
Channel network’s on-air hurricane expert
and tropical storm program manager shared
some insightful information.
Knabb grew up in South Florida and
caught the hurricane bug at a young age
during elementary school. He was terribly
afraid of the storms and wanted to find
out how they are formed so he could
better understand them. As he got older,
Knabb continued fulfilling his curiosity
with education and eventually gravitated
toward communicating weather hazards,
especially with regard to tropical weather
and hurricanes.
Despite having such a fear of hurricanes
as a young child, Knabb overcame his
fright through his passion to help people
become better prepared, and to be able
to survive life-threating storms to recover
in the aftermath. As a result, he eventually
became the 11th director of the National

Hurricane Center.
Knabb says the most intense storm
he personally experienced was Hurricane
Alicia. This particular storm pummeled the
Gulf Coast on August 18, 1983, making
landfall in Texas with winds of 115 mph.
Hurricane Alicia spawned 23 tornadoes as
winds surged, causing over $2 billion in
damage and killing 21 people.
“It hit in the middle of the night and it
sounded like a howling freight train for a
few hours,” Knabb said. “It was one of the
scariest nights I can ever remember.”
When asked about tips on how
individuals can be better prepared this
hurricane season, especially given the
spread of the coronavirus, Knabb said,
“It’s always far better to be prepared in
advance rather than wait until a storm is on
your doorstep for many reasons. The things
you need to do are more difficult, more
expensive, if not impossible.”
He added that individuals need to ask
themselves, “Where am I going [should a
storm hit]? What zone am I in? What options
do I have?” Ultimately, Knabb recommends
that everyone figure out where they will go

That bald eagle mounted in your man
cave? Mask on. Your oil, hand-painted,
shirtless portrait of Gardner Minshew? Mask
that glorious man up. They need protection
at all costs.
Forget the plywood and sandbags. This
season is a whole ‘nother beast.
In all seriousness, make sure you’re
prepared for this hurricane season. We go
through this every year. Don’t lose your
mind. Don’t feed into hysteria. Just make
sure you have a few things to get you by in
case the season gets nasty.
Also, if you’re going to have a hurricane
party (don’t lie, we all know it’s going to
happen), make sure it’s only with people in
your immediate circle, because COVID-19.
Be safe. Use common sense.
My essentials: Hair conditioner, American
flag, and Slayer.
LANE PITTMAN
FOLIO NOTE: THIS PIECE IS A SATIRE. CHILL.

Dr. Knabb, courtesy of TWC.

and how they will get there today, rather
than later on.
“In a pandemic, it may not be the best
option to go to a shelter or any place where
people are congregating. It may be more
ideal to go to a friend’s or family member’s
house. Consider options if you have pets as
well,” Knabb advised.
He also stresses that getting supplies in
advance is harder due to the coronavirus,
and reminds everyone that they should
make sure to have masks, hand sanitizer and
other pandemic-related suppies.
TERESA SPENCER
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Word Scramble
1. PUSHOTAW
2. B B LE A L A S
3. U O T I E L F D
4. R T H I C E P
5. O D T G H O
6. I U T D M S A
7. E T K R S I
8. E L U E G A
9. F T S L B A L A
10. M L H T E E
1 SOUTHPAW 2 BASEBALL 3 OUTFIELD 4 PITCHER 5 HOTDOG 6 STADIUM 7 STRIKE 8 LEAGUE 9 FASTBALL 10 HELMET
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TEACHING__TECH
TWO CODING CAMPS ON THE FUTURE OF TECH IN JACKSONVILLE
LINDSEY NOLEN

DIVING INTO STEM WITH CODING SHARKS
Since the spread of the coronavirus
and push for quarantine, kids are spending
more time at home than ever before. This
confinement has made the mission of two
entrepreneurs and their coding education
company founded in February, called
Coding Sharks, as important as ever.
According to the Center on Media
and Public Health, 66% of tweens aged 8
to 12 play video games for an average of
two hours per day. Ricky Thais and Kevin
Copeland believe if these two hours were
instead spent learning to code, this could
lead children to an exciting career involving
their passions later in life.
“I’m a parent of three boys and I
think I share the same frustration as many
other parents where they see their kids
on devices non-stop,” Thais explained. “I
just got tired of watching them play silly
games and watch silly videos. I wanted to
come up with a way where they could be
passionate about learning something that
is productive, but educational in a fun way.”
Copeland added that the concept
behind Coding Sharks has always been
to teach STEM in a way so that children
don’t even realize that they’re learning.
He stresses that by fostering this type of
learning environment, he and Thais have
created a space where children genuinely
want to continue building and playing with
robots - even when their classes end.
Built largely upon word of mouth,
the Coding Sharks program accepts
participation from students ages 7 to 13 on
40

Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Currently,
enrollment has reached 100 students, but
the program is growing.
“It’s just a matter of how fast we can
move, even with COVID-19 as a barrier
of sorts,” Thais said. “Right now Kenny
Huffman is our head instructor. We want
to eventually bring more instructors and
teachers on board too.”
While progressing with education amid
the coronavirus has led to an emphasis on
remote learning through technology, the
virus has not necessarily led to increased
enrollment. However, Thais and Copeland
have used the virus’ far-reaching effects as
a means to improve their overall program.
“Coronavirus hit us hard, but in a sense
it kind of helped us. We were growing way
too fast and it gave us a chance to slow
down and refine our curriculum,” Thais
said. “Everything happens for a reason.”
The incorporation of 3-D printing,
coding, robotics and even building
Raspberry Pi, a series of small singleboard computers, is now a regular part of
the Coding Sharks curriculum. Thais and
Copeland believe that the key to success
in teaching kids to code is not limiting
themselves to any number or type of
technical learning.
“We continue to build upon that
curriculum as things go along,” Thais
said. “There are companies out there that
are very good at what they do, whether
that’s LEGO or robotics. But kids can get
bored after a while, so we’re constantly

changing things up and it’s been working
out amazing.”
Although Thais identified that some
parents are still afraid to have their kids
outside of the home, he says others have
shown that they want their children to
be able to return to learning in a social
environment. It’s in this type of environment
that Thais and Copeland are able to pay
attention to each child’s needs and assess
their ability to learn.
“Parents are amazed that their children
are not only picking up on coding, but
pushing themselves further each and every
week,” Copeland said. “Many parents still
don’t understand exactly what coding
means, but the children have fallen in
love with the idea that they get to create
something and put it right into action.”
In terms of competition, both Thais
and Copeland welcome others to take an
interest in STEM learning. Both believe that
the bigger the coding and overall STEM
community can grow, the greater the
impact on today’s youth.
“We want to get as many children to fall
in love with interesting [topics] like coding
and building robots,” Copeland shared.
“Competition is something that we want
because it just impacts more and more
children. We want to help tell the story of
where Jacksonville coding is going.”
“Our overall goal is to become a
vocation technology school for children
all across the globe beginning with
Jacksonville as the main hub,” Thais added.

A RENAISSANCE MAN
“Robotics is more than just robotics. It’s
a way of explaining how things work in a way
that is relevant to today’s day and age with
the technology that we have,” Jacksonville
native Mark McCombs, emphasized. “We
need thousands of people to get down if
we’re gonna have any chance of having
epic businesses here.”
Anyone who has spoken to McCombs
would agree that his enthusiasm for
teaching STEM is unmatched. Having
joined the Stanton College Preparatory
School FIRST Robotics team himself in
ninth grade, the now 31-year-old McCombs
has dedicated his life to helping introduce
as many kids as possible to the realm of
coding and specifically robotics through his
nonprofit, Renaissance Jax Inc.
An official FIRST LEGO League Program
Delivery Partner for Northeast and Central
Florida, McCombs says that, to date,
Renaissance Jax Inc. is the fastest growing
K through 12 youth robotics competition
management group in the world. FIRST
is a global robotics competition platform
founded in 1989, and while the region
has had Stanton’s team for over 25 years,
mass adoption of competitive robotics has
only come around since the founding of
Renaissance Jax. He said what began as
a program made up of 140 kids has since
expanded to 7,000 kids in about six years.
According to McCombs, this means that
his nonprofit is one of the fastest growing
workforce development pipeline in the
world. The skills gained by the students
combined with the jobs they have available
to them upon graduation are almost hard
to believe some times.
Serving as the program’s executive
director, McCombs ensures that Renaissance
Jax Inc. combines FIRST Robotics, STEM
education and mentor-driven experiences
to generate talent amongst students.
Through this work, he has discovered that a
common misconception is that coding and
robotics are not synonymous. Instead, he
explains coding more closely relates to the
term “building.”

Building is exactly what he and his
students do: machine design to engineering,
fabrication, analysis, entrepreneurship and
more. Most importantly, wherever there is
a problem that needs solving, McCombs
challenges his students to think deeply to
find solutions.
“It’s never about the robot for us. We
just have a robotics program [because]
that’s the cool hook to get the kids
involved. [It’s really about] teaching them
hard core skills and getting them involved
with mentors and building an engineering
community around them,” said McCombs.
He added that Renaissance Jax Inc. is
not really curriculum-based, especially in
terms of the competition series. Instead,
the kids get a set of rules, a couple of
coaches and work together to figure
out what their game strategy is for the
year. It’s this independence coupled with
resourcefulness and convergent thinking
that leads them on the path to success.
“At the end of the day, it’s about
problem solving and working as an
interdisciplinary little kind of business
unit,” McCombs said. “They’re solving their
problems and then pitching those ideas to
the experts that they consult with. They
can get good feedback and then build
real world solutions that they present at
competition.”
This push for deeper thinking is why
the spread of the coronavirus, despite
having devastating national impact, has
presented McCombs and his students with
a unique opportunity: a real-world problem
requiring real-world solutions. For example,
in finding ways to assist the community,
McCombs and his students have been able
to manufacture thousands of plastic face
shields, distributing them to UF Health and
its network providers.
In addition to working to find
coronavirus-related solutions, Renaissance
Jax Inc. is in its fifth year of contract
reinstatement with Duval County Public
Schools to make the FIRST Robotics
Programs work broad spectrum. Having

worked with thousands of students,
McCombs highlights that he has met many
ambitious and intelligent local talents.
Some of these students have gone on to
work for major companies and corporations
such as CSX, The Department of Defense,
Google, General Motors, Microsoft, Apple,
and SpaceX.
“Now, we’re building enough robotics
teams and [maintaining] program delivery
such that we can supply our future in the
next five to 10 years with thousands and
thousands of capable, super-motivated,
teamwork-oriented, interdisciplinary bad
asses,” McCombs said.
As he and Renaissance Jax Inc. look to
make a continued impact on more students
and ensure that Jacksonville has an endless
supply of talented people, able to work
together to solve very difficult problems,
he recognizes the need for additional
funding. As a result, McCombs challenges
local community members to consider
supporting this program to create the funds
necessary to make an even greater impact.
To achieve this, McCombs says
the program needs more corporate
sponsorship so that it can make more kids
more workforce-ready, in higher quantities
and in a shorter time than anywhere on
the planet. In trying to build the ultimate
creative class, McCombs wants to have
North Florida become the wealthiest
region of the world in terms of what he calls
“Cognitive Capital.” To support the rapid
development of our region’s Cognitive
Capital, he has recently begun recruiting for
the Renaissance Jax Engineering Advisory
Board to further reach into companies’
mentorship, training, and philanthropic
abilities.
“We need to keep pushing because
there’s no limits in the outer limits”
McCombs said.
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LINKS TO
LEARNING
WITH THE PGA TOUR

In addition to Back to School month,
August is also recognized as National Golf
Month, which shines a spotlight on the sport’s
impact. Here in Northeast Florida, golf has
deep roots. This area has 68 golf courses and
272 miles of fairways and greens – equivalent
to 4,787 football fields. Additionally, the PGA
TOUR is headquartered in Ponte Vedra Beach,
the World Golf Hall of Fame is located in St.
Augustine, and THE PLAYERS, the TOUR’s
flagship event, has been played in Northeast
Florida since 1977.
Many may associate the week of THE
PLAYERS, March 10-15, as the period when
things came to a halt on the First Coast. The
tournament was canceled following the first
round, and the resulting stay-at-home orders
had an immediate impact on one thing in
particular – education. Parents and kids were
forced to adjust to virtual learning practices.
But at this point you’re probably wondering,
“What does golf have to do with virtual
learning?” A lot more than you may think.
The PGA TOUR saw the onset of virtual
learning as an opportunity to use golf to
keep parents and kids engaged and their
educational progress on track. The result:
Links to Learning, a free, interactive website
that provides golf-themed activities. Folio
2.0 sat down with Ben Everill, Senior Writer
at the PGA TOUR, who spearheaded Links to
Learning, to see how golf can be used as a
lesson plan. No golf knowledge required.

Q: How did Links to Learning come to
be?

golf we used the sport to teach a variety of
subjects – like using golf scores to help with
basic math or learning geography based on
where PGA TOUR players are from. I shared
my ‘lesson plans’ on PGATOUR.com hoping
it might help other parents, and the response
was overwhelming. So we went to the next
level by partnering with youth development
organization First Tee and built a dedicated
platform to house all of these lessons.

Q: What types of activities and
lessons does this platform offer?
Everill: Everything. Links to Learning has
activities across Art, English, Health, History
and STEM, from designing your own golf
hole to reading comprehension exercises, to
getting tips on healthy habits from TOUR pros.
We even have a Spanish version!

Q: How do you see Links to Learning
evolving and growing in the coming
months?
Everill: Immensely. Education is critical in
society and using passions to educate can only
help. I envisage Links to Learning as part of
curriculums at schools and youth organizations
across the world, now and post pandemic.
Ultimately, I hope it inspires kids to find a
passion for learning and perhaps find a love
of this great game along the way - even if it
just starts with building a putt-putt course at
your house!
FOLIO STAFF
STORIES@FOLIOWEELKY.COM

Everill: Necessity! I am a father to two sons
and when their schools shut down, my wife
and I had to adapt quickly. Given our love for
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THE CHECK IN
The digital issue by Folio Weekly, available now.

SCAN OR
CLICK TO
READ.
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REPLY:
TERRY: I’m lousy in bed and I have a

will cool. It takes a lot of energy to

wife. That was easy. Give me a new Dear

stoke a raging fire. Maggy, I think some

Dumbs email please.

compromise here is worth a lifetime of
companionship.

DEAR DUMBS,
God, I love your podcast. It gives me a real
feeling of hope that I too can find the right person
without being fake. You’re so real and funny. You
both admit your flaws and own them. Thank you
for the inspiration.
I’m a 45 year old woman. I’ve been divorced
for 15 years now. During that time I’ve had a few
long-term relationships.
I consider myself to be very passionate.
OK - I love sex. I’m pretty sure Terry would call
me out on trying to cover it up by calling myself
“passionate.” Anyway, the men I’m with get that
“passion” and they give it in return.
A few months ago, after my last relationship,
I met a wonderful man. He’s three years older,
great manners, looks good, works out, makes me
laugh, sensitive and he really seems to be into
me. The best part is that we have similar values.
He’s not a mouth breathing Trump supporter. He
supports me and my dreams and doesn’t expect
me to do what he say,s like I see so much around
here.
BUT HE’S CRAPPY IN BED.
He told me he’s “never been that wild in
bed” but he does seem to enjoy sex. I don’t think
you have to be “wild in bed” to be a great lover.
But this man isn’t even into kissing. And I love
kissing and foreplay.

SHARI: Oh Terry, stop discounting
yourself. Maggy, I think that you’ve found

TERRY: This was just getting good. I want

the almost perfect man for you. The

more details on how to scare the hell out

fact that you connect on so many levels

of him.

is a hard thing to find. That being said,
sex is an important part of an intimate

SHARI: That, Terry, is for another

relationship. Otherwise he’s just another

publication.

friend. I say scare the hell out of him and
see what happens! He may step up and

TERRY: We may have to agree to disagree

surprise the hell out of you.

on this one. I totally get what Shari is
saying. We’ve been married 27 years

TERRY: You both have to realize how

and there’s been times when things cool

fragile our egos are ladies. We can handle

down. However, we got to have that crazy

most criticism. Being lousy in bed isn’t one

getting to know you action. We also bring

of them. That being said, I think Shari is

it back from time to time. I can only go by

right. Scare the living hell out of him.

your email that said you love sex. Sounds

I don’t want you to take this the wrong

pretty important to me. This guy needs

way, at 45 do you really want to take all

to realize that every dude reading this is

that time easing him into this? I’ll answer

saying, “I’ll take her.” I just want to grab

for you. No you don’t. You want to get

this guy by the lapels and shake him. I

pounded and there are a lot of pounders

don’t know one guy who doesn’t want a

out there. You may have to settle for a

freak. He’s damaged. I bet he has a teddy

Trump supporter though. Anytime I’ve

bear.

had the crap scared out of me in bed it’s
been a good thing. I think this guy needs

SHARI: I really don’t think he’s damaged,

a buddy to tell him what he’s about to lose

Terry. He admits he’s not that good at sex,

if he doesn’t open his mind a little.

so ease up dude!

SHARI: On the flip side of things, I don’t

TERRY: OK. I’ll lighten up. Just get ready

think it’s a good idea to base a relationship

to eye the pool guy in a few months.

entirely upon sex. At some point, if you

Email us when you need help out of that

stay together long enough, the passion

situation. I have a feeling it’s coming.

I feel as though I can’t be myself in bed
because I might scare the hell out of him. That
leaves me feeling unsatisfied and kind of sad.
Maybe even a little angry at times.
My question to you is, am I putting too much
emphasis on sex? Everything else is so good with
this man.
Thanks for your time.
Maggy
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
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