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10 GAMES TO WATCH
IN 2018

E

very game means something when it comes to Texas high school football.
Whether it’s a rivalry game, a push for the playoffs, or simply for pride,
Friday nights bring the best out of everyone. There are more than 3,700
high schools in the states with countless football games filling the calendar
until almost Christmas. With more than 200 games in Central Texas alone,
here’s a quick look at 10 of the most mouthwatering matches with postseason,
rivalry or pride implications:

1

CEDAR PARK VS. VANDEGRIFT
Friday, Aug. 31
Gupton Stadium, 7 p.m.

The season kicks off with an all-Leander ISD rivalry game. The Timberwolves and Vipers have met every
year since Vandegrift opened and
Cedar Park has won all but one of the
eight match-ups, including a 38-7
win a season ago. This has historically been a high-scoring affair, with
the winning team averaging nearly 40
points.

2

CEDAR RIDGE VS. CEDAR PARK
Thursday, Sept. 6
Kelly Reeves Complex, 7 p.m.

The battle of the Cedars sees a pair of
undefeated district champions clash
in the second game of the season. The
Timberwolves and Raiders have never
met before this season. Neither team
has lost a district game in two seasons,
and while that stat won’t change after
this game, the pedigree both programs
brings to the table helps make this an
even more must-see affair.

3

GLENN VS. MCNEIL
Friday, Sept. 7
Gupton Stadium, 7:30 p.m.

At first, this game might not jump off
the page, but this is a big game for a few
reasons. Glenn is just starting to build
some history and the first UIL-sanctioned home game in school history is
a big deal. McNeil, meanwhile, is looking to get back into becoming a perennial playoff contender after winning
just one game a year ago.

4

VANDEGRIFT VS. VISTA RIDGE
Friday, Sept. 28
Monroe Stadium, 7 p.m.

Both of these Leander ISD school
have their eyes on the district title and
by this point in the season, playoff
positions will likely be taking shape.
The Vipers have won three straight
regular-season games, highlighted
by a 42-0 shutout last season. But the
Rangers prevailed when they met in
the postseason in 2015.

5

MCNEIL VS. WESTWOOD
Friday, Oct. 5
Kelly Reeves Complex, 7 p.m.

The Westwood offense lost a lot of its
big weapons while McNeil has one of
the most explosive combos in Central Texas. Last year was an offensive
explosion as the Warriors snapped a
two-game losing streak against the
Mavericks with a 62-27 win. Expect
more of the same this season.

6

LEANDER VS. ROUND ROCK
Friday, Oct. 12
Bible Stadium, 7 p.m.

Two of the oldest programs in the area

renew a rivalry that has been dormant
since 2011. Leander has been the better team in the series historically, but
neither team had the season they really wanted to last season and it’s kind of
a new slate in the history between the
two teams.

7

CEDAR RIDGE VS. HENDRICKSON
Friday, Oct. 12
Dragon Stadium, 7 p.m.

The top two teams from the old District 13-6A face off. The Raiders beat
the Hawks during the regular season and they knocked them out of
the playoffs in the fourth round of
the playoffs. Both teams bring back
plenty of talent on both sides of the
ball, but Hendrickson will look to get
back to its winning ways against Cedar Ridge.

8

ROUND ROCK VS. STONY POINT
Friday, Oct. 19
Dragon Stadium, 7 p.m.

The Dragons and Tigers had very different seasons a year ago, but their
high scoring clash in Week 5 stood
out. Stony Point came out on top, 5248, and went on to make the playoffs,

while Round Rock failed to make the
postseason. This year’s version of the
game has just as much potential for
fireworks with both schools returning
plenty of offensive talent.

9

HUTTO VS. CEDAR PARK
Friday, Oct. 19
Hutto Memorial Stadium, 7 p.m.

The top two teams from District 195A face off in a game certainly circled
on both calendars. The Hippos brings
back some big guns on offense while
the Timberwolves have more new faces that will need to step up. Cedar Park
has come out on top the last two years,
including a 35-25 win last year.

10

GLENN VS. BRENHAM
Friday, Nov. 2
Bible Stadium, 7 p.m.

It’s old against new as the season
nears its close. Brenham, one of the
most historic teams in the new District
13-5A, Division II meets Glenn, which
undoubtedly has expectations of making the playoffs is its first full season.
The Cubs got through a tough district
last season to make the playoffs for the
42nd time in program history.

STADIUMS

WHERE THEY STAND
John Gupton Stadium

A.C. Bible Stadium

Address 200 Gupton Way Dr., Cedar Park
Capacity 10,200
Opened 2010
Playing Surface Artificial

Address 3301 S Bagdad Rd., Leander
Capacity 10,200
Opened 2009
Playing Surface Artificial

Ed W. Monroe Stadium

Dragon Field

Address 9500 McNeil Dr., Austin
Capacity 8,000
Opened 2010
Playing Surface Artificial

Address 300 North Lake Creek Dr., Round Rock
Capacity 8,800
Opened 1974
Playing Surface Artificial

Kelly Reeves Athletic Complex

Birklebach Field

Address 10211 West Parmer Lane, Austin
Capacity 11,000
Opened 2003
Playing Surface Artificial

Address 2275 North Austin Ave., Georgetown
Capacity 12,442
Opened 2008
Playing Surface Artificial

Vista Ridge, Cedar Park

Vandegrift

Round Rock, Stony Point, Cedar Ridge, Westwood, McNeil
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Leander, Rouse, Glenn

Round Rock, Stony Point, Cedar Ridge, Westwood, McNeil

Georgetown, East View

DISTRICT 13-6A
FIRST LOOK

CEDAR RIDGE
2017 Record: 7-0 district, 13-2 overall
Head Coach: Sam Robinson
The Raiders followed up a successful 2016 with an
even more explosive 2017, advancing to the state semiﬁnals, where
they fell to eventual state champion Allen. Two of the most explosive
players on last year’s team graduated in running back Simi Bakare
(now at Missouri) and quarterback Zeke Coss. Cedar Ridge also lost
oﬀensive coordinator Joe Coss, who took the head coach position
at Laredo Alexander. Baylor commit Jaylen Ellis will look to have a
massive senior season at wide receiver. Temple and Cedar Park are
on the non-district docket for the Raiders.
HENDRICKSON
2017 Record: 5-2 district, 10-4 overall
Head Coach: Chip Killian
The Hawks ﬁnished second in the district last season
with their only blemish coming against Cedar Ridge.
Three more wins got Hendrickson to the regional ﬁnals, where the
Raiders came away victorious once again. But quarterback Blaine
Barker and receiver Myles Brooks return to pace an explosive
oﬀense and the defensive line is primed to be one of the most devastating in Central Texas. Texarkana Texas and a home game against
Smithson Valley are the ﬁrst two games of the season for Hendrickson.
LEANDER
2017 Record: 1-5 district, 1-9 overall
Head Coach: Tim Smith
It took until the last game of the season last year, but
the Lions showed what they’re really capable of. Leander ran all over
Lehman in the ﬁnal game of the season, thrashing the Lobos 52-14.
One of the smallest schools in Class 6A, they gave up more than
40 points and scored less than 20 over the course of the season.
Quarterback Rashad Carter injured his hand early in the season,
giving then-sophomore Will Loofe to get some valuable experience.
Leander faces Weiss and former district opponent Pﬂugerville the
ﬁrst two weeks of the regular season.
MCNEIL
2017 Record: 0-6 district, 1-9 overall
Head Coach: Howard McMahan
The Mavericks started last season with a win against
Austin High, but after that, the going got tough. McNeil didn’t win
another game the rest of the season and missed out on the playoﬀs
yet again. But the returning quarterback-wide receiver duo of Zane
Kampfer and Jordan Kerley are one of the best in the area. Defensively last season, the Mavericks gave up the most point of any team
during district play. They’ll look to change that as soon as Del Valle
come to Round Rock to start the season.
ROUND ROCK
2017 Record: 2-4 district, 2-8 overall
Head Coach: Jeﬀ Cheatham
For the last two seasons, the Dragons have relied on
the running game. But after graduations and the development of
some elite receivers, the oﬀensive playbook might shift a little bit.
Round Rock won just two games last year, one season after making a

deep playoﬀ run. Quarterback Ryan O’Keefe can run and throw and
Marquis Brown is set to be the lead back, while two-time all-district
receiver Collin Sullivan leads the passing attack. Round Rock heads
to Harker Heights and hosts Belton in its two non-district games.
STONY POINT
2017 Record: 4-2 district, 8-4 overall
Head Coach: Craig Chessher
The Tigers and head coach Craig Chessher continued
to do what they’ve been doing for years. Stony Point ﬁnished third in
the district and made it to the second round of the playoﬀs, where
it lost to Klein Collins. In a district packed with a lot of oﬀensive
playmakers, the defensive side of the ball stands out for the Tigers.
A tough defensive line and lock down secondary helped Stony have
the third-best defense in the district last season and will again be
relied on when it hosts Killeen in the ﬁrst game of the season.
VANDEGRIFT
2017 Record: 4-2 district, 7-5 overall
Head Coach: Drew Sanders
The Vipers have been a perennial playoﬀ team since
the school opened and last year was no diﬀerent. Vandegrift dominated every team in the district not named Westlake and Lake Travis
and beat San Antonio Johnson in the ﬁrst round of the playoﬀs for
the second straight season. This season, they’ll be contenders for
the district title. Justin Moore stood out in his year under center and
edge rushers Myles Hammon and Osorachukwu Ifesinachukwu are
gone from the defensive side of the ball. Vandegrift and Cedar Park
kick oﬀ the season with their well-established rivalry.
VISTA RIDGE
2017 Record: 2-4 district, 4-6 overall
Head Coach: Rodney Vincent
As is the case with a lot of high school teams, the
Rangers have a lot of production to replace especially on the oﬀensive side of the ball. Gone are the familiar starters in Jacob Taute,
Jamil Pittman and Joe Goodwin and a lot of the group that helped
Vista Ridge start last season so strong. The Rangers had a brutal end
to the year, losing back-to-back games to Lake Travis and Westlake
and missing out on the postseason. Drew Cantu played sparingly
as the backup and will have some cohesion with the oﬀense when
they take the ﬁeld Rouse and Killeen in the ﬁrst two regular season
games.
WESTWOOD
2017 Record: 3-3 district, 5-6 overall
Head Coach: Anthony Wood
The Warriors had one of the most explosive offenses
probably in the state with a monster passing attack and a bruising
rushing attack that helped them return to the playoffs. Westwood’s experienced quarterback Will Jennings is gone as are the
top two receivers, top rusher and all-district center. New starting
quarterback R.J. Martinez will still have Ryan Lindley (49 rec.,
502 yards, 5 TDs) and Matthew Pravednikov (41 rec., 485 yards, 4
TDs) to lean on in the passing game when the Warriors take the
field against East View and Austin High in the first two games of
the season.
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New Heights
Run to semifinals fuels
drive to achieve even more

CEDAR RIDGE
RAIDERS

By ZACH SMITH

IMPACT PLAYER
Whether it’s playing tictac-toe or rock-paper-scissors, Jaylen Ellis is always up
for a competition.
Entering his third season
on the varsity squad, the Baylor commit is one of the elite
receivers in the area and relishes when he has a receiver
just as talented on the other
side of the ﬁeld, like in the
Raiders’ ﬁrst fall scrimmage
against his friend and Ohio
State pledge Garrett Wilson
and Lake Travis.
“Just being the competitive people we are, we want
to win no matter what,” Ellis
said. “Some trash talk might
split out, but it’s all love. (Cedar Ridge) is so close already,
this season is just going to
make us come together even
more.”
Ellis spent the summer before his senior season working on footwork and working
on shorter routes to rake in
more catches this season. He
took part in Nike Football’s
“The Opening” Finals in Dallas this year, one of the top
camp for football recruits in
the nation.
He said he’s excited about
the stacked oﬀensive line
and new starting quarterback
Jaylen Bown can eﬀortlessly
throw an 70-yard bomb on
the money even if he does it

HCN Sports Editor

with a weird side arm motion.
As a defensive coach, Sam
Robinson is learning that if he
doesn’t commit two players
to Jaylen Ellis, he’s going to
be seeing the senior wide receiver highlights all practice
long.
Robinson said the Raiders
have run the ball well the
past few season with current
Missouri Tigers running back
Simi Bakare, and other teams
would come in with the focus
of shutting him down.
Now, Eliis will be the main
target.
“He’s always a threat and
if you’re not able to get him
the ball, it’s because he’s
covered by multiple people,”
Robinson said. “We expect it’s
going to take more than one
guy to account for Jaylen.
That’s going to open up stuﬀ
for other people.”
Ellis is borrowing a phrase
from the New England Patriots and is working to continue to do his job.
“If I can just keep the same
mindset and stay composed,”
he said. “I might not come
out with 15 catches a game
with them keying on me. Losing Simi was big because he
could do it all but we still have
a good running back in (senior Chris “Deuce” Vaughn),
so it’ll open up.”

Edgerrin Dillard-Williams
has faith in his team because
they’re out to prove last year
wasn’t a flash in the pan.
After earning First-Team
All-District honors last season,
the defensive end will help to
anchor the most experienced
group on a team that made it
to the state semifinals a season
ago and hasn’t lowered expectations.
“We communicated a lot on
the defensive line,” he said.
“We knew we had to stay fo-

cused and we played together
as a family. We need to stay.
We need to stay disciplined
because, at the end of the day,
that’s what helped us last year.”
Dillard-Williams, who will
play at Texas State next season,
helped the Raiders have the
most dominant defense across
the regular season and playoffs last year, holding teams to
18.2 points per game.
“Going back to spring practice, sometimes he could really
take over a practice by himself
to an extent,” Robinson said.
“He looks really good and he’s

2018 SCHEDULE
@Temple

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM

12

BYE WEEK: Oct. 5

Cedar Park

@Vandegrift

Sept. 6 / 7:00 PM

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

Leander

Sept. 21 / 7:00 PM
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@Stony Point

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM

Hendrickson

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

@Vista Ridge

Oct. 19 / 7:00 PM

Round Rock

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM

@McNeil

Nov. 2 / 7:00 PM

Westwood

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

13-2

HEAD COACH

SAM
ROBINSON

running really well and he’s
going to have to be a big player for us.”
Senior Jimmy Esparza
will line up opposite of Dillard-Williams on the defensive line. Esparza played the
first of last year at defensive
end before tearing his ACL
early in the year.
Senior safety Justin Santellana was a backup player in
the secondary last year but
will slide into the starting role
this season with three younger guys in the defensive backfield coming up from the junior varsity squad.
Now former Raiders defensive coordinator Joe Coss
returned to Laredo to take
over the program at United
South. Rawley Farrell comes
on as the new defensive coordinator after spending time
at Stony Point, Temple and
Royse City.
Robinson was originally the
defensive coordinator at Cedar Ridge and Coss was came
in from Laredo as the linebackers coach in 2016. Robinson took over the top job and
Coss moved to defensive co-

ordinator last season before
he returned to South Texas
this year.
“It hasn’t really been any difficult changes,” Dillard-Williams said. “He learned how
we work and we learned from
him and he has a lot of great
things. Nothing really changes, we’re just going to keep
doing what we’ve been doing
the last few seasons.”
On offense, the Raiders
will need to replace quarterback Zeke Coss and running
back Simi Bakare, who signed
with Missouri after rushing
for 1,700 yards and 29 touchdowns last year. They also lost
a pair of offensive lineman to
the college ranks.
But the offensive group
coming back includes returning two-way player Trey
Womble and lineman Dewayne Brown and receiver
Jaylen Ellis for his third varsity
season.
Jaylen Bown is poised to be
the next in line at quarterback
after serving as the backup
last season and Chris “Deuce”
Vaughn — who averaged eight
yards a carry last year — will

be the lead back behind a big
offensive line.
“I’m a big believer that running ball and stopping the
run are still the two most important things to winning the
game. This district is going
to be a war,” Robinson said.
“People here in Central Texas
still push to run the ball and I
think that’s what allows us to
still compete in playoffs.”
The last three years have
put the relatively new Cedar
Ridge program on the map
as they have won double-digit games with two outright
district titles and a trip to the
state semifinals in that span.
While the expectation
might not make things more
anxious, it sets the tone for
the team.

KICKOFF 2018 |

“We expect to not drop off
and put a competitive team
together,” Robinson said. “I
don’t think last season adds
pressure, but some of the
kids that were backups on
that team or are coming up
from JV, I think it heightens
their excitement and they’re
excited to show what they
can do.”
Cedar Ridge opens the
district season on the road
against Vandegrift on Sept.
14.
“A team will kind of take
on its own persona as a season goes on,” Robison said.
“This is a businesslike team. It
doesn’t take much to get them
to work hard. They’re just going to take care of their business.”
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EXPERIENCE
AT THE
HELM
RASHAD CARTER IS THE DISTRICT’S
MOST SENIOR QB AND HAS FULL
CONTROL OF THE LEANDER OFFENSE

LEANDER
LIONS

By ZACH SMITH

DEFENSIVE IMPACT
Leander defensive coordinator James Ramsey is always
intense, whether he’s on a
football ﬁeld or eating a bowl
a cereal.
The coach, in his ﬁrst year in
charge of the Lions defense, is
installing a fairly new system
to help improve a team that
gave up 43 points a game
during district play last season, the second-worst in the
league.
“In the sense of how ﬁerce
he is, it’s changed a lot,” Leander head coach Tim Smith
said. “The kids are more focused and intense and it’s a
lot of fun to watch those kids
practice. The structure of our
defense is the same, but it’s
more technique based.”
The Lions are also changing their oﬀense, which will in
turn help with the defense.
They spent last year going as fast as possible on offense, forcing the defense to
be on the ﬁeld for more plays
that they should have been.
A slower oﬀense should give
the defense more time on the
sidelines to rest up.
“They also work hard on
creating turnovers,” Smith
said. “If they can get the ball
to or oﬀense once or twice a
game, we can eat the clock
more and run about 12 plays.
That’s hopefully really hard on

HCN Sports Editor

another team.”
Junior Evan Smith returns
to head up the linebackers,
while senior Michael Potter
lines up at nose guard.
Potter said the team wasn't
thrown oﬀ by the switch in
defenses this fall, but it took
most of the spring to get used
to the new positioning and
schemes
“Coach Ramsey is a really
up-tempo guy and he wants
everything to fast and physical and the energy is through
the roof,” Potter said. “I’m
excited to work with the guys
we have here. We have a small
group numbers-wise, but the
guys we have here are excited
and working hard.”
Finishing 1-5 in district play
was not exactly what the Lions
were hoping for last season,
and moving to a nine-team
district ﬁll with high-powered
oﬀenses to slow down won’t
make things any easier.
But Smith is still excited
about how his team has been
progressing this fall.
“I’ve been here for six years,
and the one thing about Leander kids is they’re going
to ﬁght and be physical,” he
said. “They understand what
it takes to win games and I’m
excited to coach them.”

Leander coach Tim Smith
worked for coaches in college
that liked to throw the ball 50
times a game.
For most of his time in
charge of the Lions, his offense
reflected that sentiment. But
this season, the Leander offense isn’t going to be much
like the up-tempo style fans
at Bible Stadium have gotten
used to over the last decade.
“We’re going to huddle, call
the play in the huddle and
come up to the line,” Smith
said. “We’ll use every second
of the shot clock to keep the
defense off the field. We just
felt like we’re a small 6A school

and this offense is a great way
to equalize.”
Triple-option teams at the
college ranks often get a lot
of flack from fans and players
for their lack of explosiveness,
even if the results say otherwise.
But it’s hard to look away
from an explosive player like
Leander quarterback Rashad
Carter, an athlete that has been
on the varsity squad for the last
three years but missed most of
last season with a hand injury.
“It’s been different since I’ve
been in the shotgun for the last
three years,” Carter said. “But
it’s a good fit for the personnel we have right now and will
have for the rest of the season.
The biggest changes that it’s a

2018 SCHEDULE
@Weiss

Aug. 30 / 7:00 PM

16

BYE WEEK: Nov. 9

Pflugerville

Stony Point

Sept. 7 / 7:00 PM

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

@Cedar Ridge

Sept. 21 / 7:00 PM
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Hendrickson

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM

@Vista Ridge

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

Round Rock

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

@McNeil

Oct. 18 / 7:00 PM

Westwood

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM

@Vandegrift

Nov. 2 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

1-9

HEAD COACH

TIM
SMITH

lot slower, we’re cutting the
clock down.”
Moving up under center,
Carter has less than a yard in
most cases to make his first
read.
Speedy running back Xavier Dotson will be his primary
handoff partner, while Adison Larue returns after leading the team in rushing last
season. Larue will line up at
quarterback in some wildcat
formations.
“(Rashad is) a great athlete,
but he’s also a great decision
maker,” Smith said. “This offense fits right into him. He
can really run. It’s exciting
and he’s dong a good job.”

Eric Locust returns at center to lead the offensive line,
while guard Brian Puckett
and Westwood transfer Mitiy
Carter join him up front. Defensive end Micheal Potter
will also play along with the
offensive line.
Ismael Sanchez is the top
returning receiver after finishing second on the team
with 12 catches for 214 yards
and two touchdowns last
year.
“This offense is hard to prepare for and it’s going to be
a challenge, but we feel like
we can balance the field and
keep the other teams off the
field,” Smith said.

KICKOFF 2018 |

Hill Country News |

17

o
g
s
’
Let !
s
g
n
i
k
Vi

Highly-Acclaimed Lago Vista ISD • Traffic-Free Location
• Resort Caliber Amenities • Extensive Trail System •
Beach Access • A Mile of Shoreline • Award-Winning Builders

LIVE LIFE LAKESIDE

LAKESIDE LIVING FROM THE MID-$200’S
LakesideatTessera.com

DYNAMIC
DUO
RETURNS
JORDAN KERLEY AND
ZANE KAMPFER
LOOKING TO REWRITE
HISTORY AT McNEIL

McNEIL
MAVERICKS

By ZACH SMITH

DEFENSIVE IMPACT
Howard McMahan is not
going to make any excuses.
The McNeil football
team struggled a season ago, winning the ﬁrst
game of the year, but ending on a nine-game losing
streak. Entering his third
year as the head coach of
the Mavericks, McMahan
is trying to change the culture.
“I’m excited about this
group,” he said. “They’re
very resilient and I like
the camaraderie they’ve
built. I like the closeness
and they’re a fun group to
be around. We expect to
win every game, that’s the
culture I want to create
around here.”
Defensively, the Mavericks return Sammy
Latham on the defensive
line, while Mario Shannon
and Jakob Carrera will patrol the secondary.
Carrera said the results
of last season deﬁnitely left a bad taste in their
mouths. They don’t want
that to happen and he’s
seen a change in attitude
at practice since people
want to come and are giv-

HCN Sports Editor

ing more eﬀort in practice.
“We’re pretty young,
but they’re getting the
hang of it really quickly,”
senior Jakob Carrera said.
“But we’re getting better
together and we’re building that chemistry. I think
we’ll be ready when the
season starts.”
The Mavericks’ defense
struggled last season
and allowed 48 points a
game during district play,
tied for the worst in the
league.
In a new district that
adds Leander ISD schools
that have historically have
high-powered or up-tempo oﬀenses that thrive on
the passing game, Carrera
and the McNeil defense
will be tested more than
ever.
But there’s a renewed
sense of resolve amongst
the group.
“I looking forward to everybody being out three
and working together and
being good teammates,”
Carrera said. “Then I want
to progress through the
season and make playoﬀs,
that’s a big achievement
for us.”

McNeil might have the best
wide
receiver-quarterback
combo in all of District 13-6A
Jordan Kerley and Zane
Kampfer both had outstanding seasons as juniors a year

ago even if the final standings didn’t reflect that. Now
seniors, the dynamic duo is
looking to help the Mavericks
make the playoffs this year.
“I’ve been with him since
freshman year but we’ve gotten together,” Kampfer said.

2018 SCHEDULE
Del Valle

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM

20

@Glenn

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Sept. 28

Vista Ridge

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

@Round Rock

Sept. 21 / 7:00 PM
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Westwood

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

@Vandegrift

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

Leander

Oct. 18 / 7:00 PM

@Stony Point

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM

Cedar Ridge

Nov. 2 / 7:00 PM

@Hendrickson

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

1-9

HEAD COACH

HOWARD
McMAHAN

offs last year, hosting Vista
Ridge and face Round Rock
on Sept. 14 and 21 respectively. The Mavericks have a
difficult end to the year, facing Stony Point, Hendrickson and Cedar Ridge in the
final three games.
Kampfer said the offense
will have a faster pace this
season. After throwing 14
interceptions a year ago,
one of his personal goals for

“I’m a quarterback that has a
lot of targets to go to and I’m
excited and lucky. I know
a lot of quarterbacks don’t
have that.”
Kerley was the Offensive
Newcomer of the Year as
a sophomore in 2016 and
was a first-team selection
last year while Kampfer was
named Offensive Newcomer
of the Year.
Kampfer finished with
2,648 passing yards with 22
touchdowns through the air
and ran for 162 yards and
five scores. Kerley caught 73
passes for more than 1,000
yards and 12 touchdowns
for the Mavericks last season.
“Both of them had great
seasons last year,” McNeil

the season is to control the
ball little more and work the
field.
“We’re fast,” Kampfer said.
“This year we transitioned to
tempo and we’re going to be
snapping the ball every 20
seconds. I know in college
there are only a few teams
that do that. We don’t have
a huddle, we just go quickly
with it. It’s going to be exciting.”

head coach Howard McMahan said. “They’ve had good
summers and they’re having
a great camp so far. I expect
good things from both of
them. They should be two of
the better players in the district and they should be two
impact players for us.”
Elsewhere on the McNeil
offense, Donovan Brown returns at running back and
Winton Hutchinson will join
him in the backfield behind
an offensive line that brings
back a trio of starters.
Brown finished second on
the team in rushing last year
183 yards but failed to find
the end zone in seven games.
McNeil begins the district
season against two district
teams that missed the play-
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FIREPOWER
GALORE
THE DRAGONS BOAST BLOWOUTQUALITY TALENT ON OFFENSE

ROUND ROCK
DRAGONS

By ZACH SMITH

DEFENSIVE IMPACT
It’s not uncommon to see the
entire sideline start jumping
around at Round Rock practice.
The energy level is just one
of the things that is being
emphasized for the Dragons’
defense this year, hoping to
reverse a trend that saw them
give up an average of 45 points
a game last season.
“Everybody on our defense
is really hype during practice
and you can really tell the difference and it’s electrifying,”
linebacker Ashton Millers said.
“It boosts our adrenaline and
stamina and we get energy
from it. It’s helpful to us. I feed
oﬀ that energy.”
Millers said the expectation
is clearly to do better than last
year, and he’s seen a mentality
switch from the defensive group
and they’re more prepared.
The Round Rock defense
had had the chance to improve
quite a bit during spring practice and the ﬁrst part of regular
practices this fall as it gets to
go up against one of the most
potent and diverse oﬀenses in
the area every single day.
“We made a tremendous
amount of strides over those
practices,” Round Rock head
coach Jeﬀ Cheatham said.
“Considering we were going
against an oﬀense that was
pretty darn talented, they were
really doing a great job of giving them a ﬁt.”
Millers led the team last year
with 83 tackles, including 3
tackles for loss. The next clos-

HCN Sports Editor

est returning players Jordan
Smart with 36 tackles and Julian Jones with 34 tackles, two
of which were for a loss.
“We might not have as much
experience on the defensive
side of the ball, but we’ve got
some younger kids that got
some playing time in the later
part of the year that have the
ability if we grow them up pretty quick,” Cheatham said.
The new nine-team district
the Dragons feature in boasts
teams with a wide variety of offenses, from the slow, triple-option Leander instituted this year
to the up-tempo oﬀense of McNeil or balanced teams like Vandegrift and Stony Point.
“It’s really hard to play defense,” Cheatham said. “It’s
hard to stay in time with all the
run-pass options that everybody is running We sit down
and visit with colleges and other
programs and there are people
that are really struggling with
it. The oﬀenses are walking out
there with three plays. It’s kind
of a cat and mouse knowing
who and what to stop.”
Millers takes a diﬀerent approach. He said he likes to have
the oﬀense react to his movement and make them ﬂinch.
“I love making the oﬀense
scared. It’s the best thing ever,”
Millers said. “This is my senior
year and hopefully not my last
year of football. But I’m going
to help every single senior here
have fun and it’s going to be a
great time.”

Round Rock’s offense is
stacked.
Despite missing out on the
playoffs last season one year
after a trip to the state quarterfinals and battling through
a plethora of injuries, the
Dragons put up gaudy numbers on the offensive side of
the ball last season.
This year might be even
better.
“We feel like we have as
balanced a group of offen-

sive personnel since I’ve
been here,” Round Rock
head coach Jeff Cheatham
said. “At this point, we feel
really confident we have a
chance to have a good year.
Chemistry-wise, it might be
one of the best we‘ve had, it
reminds me oft he group we
had a couple years ago.”
Junior wide receiver Collin
Sullivan already has interest from colleges like Texas, Oregon and Arkansas,
but returns for his third year
on varsity after catching 32
passes for 531 yards and four

2018 SCHEDULE
@Harker Heights

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM

24

Belton

Sept. 6 / 7:00 PM

BYE WEEK: Sept. 14

McNeil

Sept. 21 / 7:00 PM

@Westwood

Vandegrift

@Leander

Stony Point

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

Oct. 19 / 7:00 PM
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@Cedar Ridge

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM

Hendrickson

Nov. 2 / 7:00 PM

@Vista Ridge

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

2-8

HEAD COACH

JEFF
CHEATHAM

“We’ve got a tightly knit
group of kids and one of the
closest group is our offensive line,” Cheatham said.
“When you’ve got that and
when that group gets close, it
makes everything else work
better.”
The Dragons finished last
season with a bang offensively, hitting a new stride
when the calendar turned
to October. They outgunned
Pflugerville
56-46
and
downed McNeil 45-28 in the
regular season finale.
Round Rock wasn’t afraid
to put up points last season,

averaging nearly 44 points
in each district game. The
Dragons scored at least 28
points in every district game
last year.
But after finishing the
season with just two wins,
they aren’t living in the
past.
“Every year is different and
we’ve done everything can
to not look in the past and
really not look to the future,”
Cheatham said. “We can’t be
concerned about what happened or is going to happen,
we have to worry about right
now.”

touchdowns as a sophomore
and earning second-team
all-district honors.
Marquis Brown is fully
healthy after an ACL injury
slowed him down just a bit
last year and sophomore Israel Morgan will join him in
the backfield.
Senior quarterback Ryan
O’Keefe ran for 1,067 yards
and 12 touchdowns and
threw for 793 yards and four
touchdowns. Senior tight
end and Purdue commit Garrett Miller caught 23 passes
for 358 and two touchdowns,
locking up a second-team
all-district award.
“I expect to be a lot better,”
Miller said. “We have leadership and all that stuff, we
just need to keep on working
hard. Our offense is pretty
good. Ryan is a freak of nature and Colin is really good.
We have a lot of good athletes and potential, we just
need to get after it.
On top of the returning talents at the skill positions, three
offensive linemen return.
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N.E.W

Mini
Storage

• Outside and Covered Boat/RV Parking
Fleet Cards
ards
able
Available
• 310 Crystal Falls Parkway
Leander, Texas 78641*
• 400 Old Hwy. 183
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
• 700 S. University
Georgetown, Texas 78626
• 5509 Salem Walk
Austin, Texas 78745

Built
B
ilt E
Especially
i ll ffor R
Rv’s
’ &B
Boats
t

• 1402 W. Whitestone Blvd (1431)
Cedar Park, Texas 78613*

Ask about your
our
rd!
Connie’s Card!

• Storage Units – from 5x5 to 10x30
• Climate Controlled Storage Units Available

· Self Service
· Spot Free Rinse
• Covered Vacuum Area
• Touchless Automatic

(512)249-6867
www.ConniesCarWash.com
*Touchless Automatic

401 Horseshoe Drive, Leander, TX 78641

(512) 259-2464

3 Delicious Locations:
1103 N. Bell Blvd
Cedar Park, TX 78613

1445 U.S. Highway 183 S.
Leander, TX 78641

1410 Cypress Creek Road
Cedar Park, TX 78613
26
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STR IVI NG F OR
B A L ANC E
TIGERS LOOKING TO MAKE
AN IMPACT IN A DISTRICT
WITH NO MARGIN FOR ERROR

STONY POINT
TIGERS

By ZACH SMITH

DEFENSIVE IMPACT
It’s not too early for Kobe
Sterling to put a label on the
Stony Point defense.
After finishing with the
third-best defense in district
play last season, the Tigers
are young but expect to
come into their own as the
season progresses.
Sterling said the best thing
about the group is that nobody gives up on each other.
“We’re a very intense
group and we bring the energy and we’re always ready to
go,” Sterling said. “We have
some players that will help
you when you get down. The
personality of the team is
something I’ll be looking forward to.”
Sterling and fellow all-district defensive back Keilin
Bishop will set the tone for
the Tigers in the secondary
with Tim Landry, Cameron Williams and Emmanuel
Obinna all at linebacker and
Jarod Ontiveros has blossomed on the defensive line.
Seven of the top 10 tacklers from last season have
graduated, including leading tacker R.J. Denver and
physical playmaker Ethan
Pitts. Williams (30 tackles),
Sterling (25 tackles) and Ontiveros (15 tackles) are the
only returns from the top 10.

HCN Sports Editor

“The young players transitioned pretty smooth into
the defense,” Sterling said.
“As practice goes, you just
pick up with it and know
what you’re expected to do.”
Stony Point head coach
Craig Chessher said the team
is always going to aim to be
in at least the top three in
the district statistically, and
he feels this defense has the
potential to get there once
again.
“There are some teams
that stack their offense or
defense, that’s not me,” he
said. “We’re going to put talent on offense and talent on
defense. Neither coordinator
likes me and the glass is always half empty if you will.
We’re always going to try
and be good on both sides.”
But once again, he likes
his football team in part because the type of hard-working kids he’s been getting
at Stony Point the last few
years.
“The type of kids we’re
getting involved in football
are good kids,” Chessher
said. “We have no conduct
issues and kids, for the most
part, show up on time. I’ve
done this for 35 years and I
never lose the enthusiasm.
You get older but the kids
never do.”

Stony Point’s Craig Chessher has seen just about everything in 35 years of coaching,
so there isn’t much that gives
him pause.
But the new nine-team district the Tigers are a part of this
year gave him just a little more
anxiety than he’s used to. They
might not have as much depth
on offense as last year’s playoff
team, but the expectations are
still high.
“I think any team you get
put in a nine-team district as
a head football coach, you’re

a little concerned,” the Stony
Point head coach said. “Five of
us aren’t going to the playoffs.
It’s going to be tough.”
Stony Point went 7-5 last
season, finishing in third place
in the district and advancing
to the area round, where it lost
to Klein Collins
Junior Jackson Tingler and
Kyle Overton will both see
time at quarterback. They’re
both relative unknowns after
spending most of last season
on junior varsity. At receiver,
Daelan Loyden, who caught
one touchdown last season,
will lead a young group of
players.

2018 SCHEDULE
Killeen

Aug. 31 / 7:00 PM

28

Harker Heights

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Sept. 21

@Leander

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

Cedar Ridge

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM
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@Hendrickson

Oct. 4 / 7:00 PM

Vista Ridge

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

@Round Rock

Oct. 19 / 7:00 PM

McNeil

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM

@Westwood

Vandegrift

Nov. 1 / 7:00 PM

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

7-5

HEAD COACH

CRAIG
CHESSHER

Chessher said he has about
six solid offensive linemen
coming back, but that depth
might be an issue across the
board. Kendall Thomas and
Tyler Cleveland will share
time are running back behind
them.
“We want to move the ball
and I want to help my team
the best way I know how by
moving the ball,” Cleveland
said. “I like to run people over
and score touchdowns. If they
get in my way, they get run
over.”
Stony Point lost a lot of offensive firepower from last
year. All-district guard Trey
Womble along with tight end
Jaylen Williams, quarterback Donovan Rybachek and
Treshon Pickett, his top target
at wide receiver.
But Cleveland still has faith
the Tigers can move the ball
effectively.

“We run the ball and pass,
we’re an all-around team and
you’ve got to stop everything,”
he said. “I have faith in my offensive line. They’ve got me
and I’ve got them. We had to
work to build relationships
with some new players, but
it’s working.”
Stony Point kicks off the
district season on Sept. 14 at
Leander before it hopes to get
its first-ever win against with
rival and defending district
champion Cedar Ridge in their
sixth-ever meeting on Sept. 28.
One thing is for sure, the
Stony Point offense will look
vastly different than a year
ago when it averaged more
than 40 points a game in district play.
Chessher said if the Tigers
do what they’re planning on
doing, you might see a few
small gains with a big touchdown play.
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DISTRICT
MAP

183

7

District 13-6A
1. Leander: 2,199 students
2. Vandegrift: 2,582 students
3. Vista Ridge: 2,349 students
4. Hendrickson: 2,618 students
5. Round Rock: 3,426 students
6. Cedar Ridge: 2,855 students
7. Stony Point: 2,723 students
8. McNeil: 2,738 students
9. Westwood: 2,788 students

30
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1
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2
3
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1
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7
6

4
5
4
8
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7
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130
290

3
2
35
183

District 11-5A DI

District 13-5A DII

1. Cedar Park: 2,030 students
2. Rouse: 1,862 students
3. Georgetown: 1,997 students
4. Hutto: 1,990 students
5. Pflugerville: 2,055 students
6. Connally: 1,857 students
7. Manor: 1,912 students

1. Glenn: 1,514 students
2. Bastrop: 1,469 students
3. Cedar Creek: 1,623 students
4. Brenham: 1,474 students
5. Elgin: 1,297 students
6. East View: 1,607 students
7. Marble Falls: 1,240 students
8. Weiss: 1,768 students
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CONSISTENCY
DEFINED
VIPERS LOOK
TO CONTINUE
WINNING WAYS IN
NEW DISTRICT

VANDEGRIFT
VIPERS

By ZACH SMITH

DEFENSIVE IMPACT
Vandegrift head coach Drew
Sanders considers it a good
thing that Spencer Jones hasn’t
changed much in his four years
on the varsity squad.
Now entering his second
year as captain of the defense,
the senior linebacker is about
to begin his ﬁnal year with the
Vipers and boasts a career that
started as a late call-up to the
top squad for a playoﬀ run as a
freshman.
“When he talks, the team listens,” Sanders said. “Spencer
has always been a good leader and he’s continuing to learn
how to lead. We always thought
he was a special dude and he’s
proved that. He's been a consistent payer the last three years
and I’m proud of him.”
Jones was one of a couple of
guys moved to the varsity squad
in 2015, and he was a big blocker in the Vipers’ run to the state
quarterﬁnals. His sophomore
season, he split the season between linebacker and fullback.
Last year, he picked up Second-Team All-District honors
and ﬁnished second on the team
with 136 tackles — averaging
more than 11 per game — and
was third on the team with ﬁve
sacks.
He’ll play college football at
Army next season.
“I don’t think anything will
change this year,” Jones said.
“It’s good to be able to keep being a leader (my whole career),
even if it was a little diﬀerent as
a freshman and sophomore. If

HCN Sports Editor

people know that you’re working hard and you're encouraging, they’re not going to get mad
at you.”
Elsewhere on the Vandegrift
defense, Drew Nelson will move
to free safety and most of the
defensive line is coming back
from a unit that gave up just 18.8
points per game during district
play last season.
Vandegrift is moving to a new
district ﬁlled with teams that
shine at moving the ball on the
ground and utilizing the play-action pass.
“It’s not the same as paying
teams like Westlake and Lake
Travis,” Sanders said. “We’ve
always done a good job of stopping the run and I like how we
stack up against them.”
Five teams in the new district
made the playoﬀs last year and
Vandegrift starts the district
slate against the top two from
a year ago, hosting Cedar Ridge
on Sept. 14 and traveling to
Pﬂugerville to play Hendrickson
on Sept. 21.
Vandegrift has made the
playoﬀs ﬁve years in a row, so
the bar has long been set. From
there it’s about practicing on
Thanksgiving and into December.
“I want us to be an elite defense like we’ve been the past
couple years,” Jones said. “Personally, I want to captain the
defense the best I can. We play
hard and physical. Other teams
might have big lineman, but
we’ll still hit them in the mouth.”

Vandegrift’s new district rewards teams that can keep a
level head and the Vipers are a
pinnacle of consistency pretty
much since the school opened.
As every high school team
does, Vandegrift has had a lot
of turnover over the last two
seasons on the offensive side of
the ball, shuﬄing in new players on the line and at the skill
positions, but it hasn’t affected
their playoff pedigree.
Now in a nine-team district featuring talented teams
in Round Rock ISD and Hen-

drickson, that consistency will
be needed more than ever.
“I can appreciate we have to
be good every week and any
slip up can cost you,” Vandegrift head coach Drew Sanders
said. “Everyone is going to have
a slip-up and it’s going to come
down to the last week. It’s one
of the best in the state from
top to bottom, you can’t argue
that.”
The Vipers will have a different signal caller for the third
season in a row as junior Dru
Dawson is set to take over at
quarterback. In his one season as starting quarterback,
Justin Moore threw for more

2018 SCHEDULE
@Cedar Park

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM

32

Ellison

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Oct. 26

Cedar Ridge

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

@Hendrickson

Sept. 21 / 7:00 PM
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Vista Ridge

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM

@Round Rock

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

McNeil

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

@Westwood

Oct. 19 / 7:00 PM

Leander

Nov. 2 / 7:00 PM

@Stony Point

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

7-5

HEAD COACH

DREW
SANDERS

than 2,500 yards and 25 touchdowns.
Four of the top six receivers
are back with the Vipers, but

only Drew Sanders’ son, Matthew, returns on the offensive
line. Isaiah Smallwood and
Brendan Bennett will serve as

the top two running backs for
the second straight season.
“I’ve just kept working as
though I don’t have a starting spot and I’ve just kept the
grind going,” Smallwood said.
“The more you’re out here,
the more you know about the
game. I feel like I can help the
team a lot, but we also have
to throw the ball. It’s a team
sport and I can’t just be about
me.”
Smallwood finished with
1,207 yards and 19 touchdowns with eight games of
more than 100 yards last
season, earning First-Team
All-District honors.
“His leadership is tremendous and he’s decided that
he’s going to work really hard

KICKOFF 2018 |

in practice,” Sanders said of
the senior running back. “He’s
always worked hard, but he’s
taken it to another level this
year.”
In the last five seasons, Vandegrift is fifth in the Austin
area with 44 wins between the
regular and postseason. Cedar
Ridge — the Vipers’ first district game of the season — sits
one slot ahead of them with 45
over that span.
“At the end of the season,
we want to be a state contender and be the best team in the
district hands down,” Smallwood said. “We seem more
physical on the offensive side
and our defense has always
been stacked so it feels like it
could be a good year.”
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WINNING
IN THE
TRENCHES

RANGERS LOOK
TO FOCUS
ON STRENGTH
AT THE LINE
OF SCRIMMAGE

VISTA RIDGE
RANGERS

By ZACH SMITH

OFFENSIVE IMPACT
Vista Ridge is going to
control the trenches.
The Rangers return two
varsity oﬀensive linemen
and two tight ends on the
oﬀensive line and on the
top two tacklers at linebacker and three varsity
defensive linemen to slow
down opposing teams.
“It starts up front for us,”
Vista Ridge head coach
Rodney Vincent said. “Our
front on oﬀense and our
front seven on defense, the
guys have got to be fantastic in a league like this. In
6A, one of biggest things
is depth, and that’s one of
the biggest things we’ve
tried to work on is mounting that.”
The oﬀensive front consists of Darryl Turner, Avery Allen and center Greer
Geracci on the oﬀensive
line with Jordan Webster
and Chase Messner at tight
end, one of which is aggressive while the other is
more technically sound.
Defensively, the returning unit includes linebackers Oliver Marx and Darien
Carter and linemen Luke
Horne, Sebastian Barrett
and Quin Holland.

HCN Sports Editor

“We’re not the biggest
or the fastest or the strongest guys, but we’ve been
together for a while,”
Greer Geracci said. "We
really united during spring
ball and really believe that
we have the family atmosphere that helps players
perform.”
The players held their
own, student-led workouts over the summer and
Geracci said there wasn’t a
massive diﬀerence in eﬀort
whether it was coaches or
players leading it, but the
extra time helped them
learn more.
“Regardless of running
or passing, if you’re aggressive up front and take pride
unprotecting your guys,
it’ll really help the other
players to get stuﬀ done,”
Geracci said.
The summer concluded
with a pool party and the
team looks at the challenging district as an opportunity.
“It starts up front with
those guys that played last
year and I’m excited to ﬁt
those pieces to the puzzle
will be the next big thing
for us,” Vincent said.

Vista Ridge went back to basics this offseason.
After narrowly missing out
on the playoffs last season, the
Rangers embraced the core
values of family, character,
toughness and relentless effort
that has brought them so much
success in the past.
“The Ranger teams that had
the best chance of being successful, played extremely hard

and were disciplined and that’s
where we’re headed,” Vista
Ridge head coach Rodney Vincent said. “I’m excited about
that. This group wants to get
back to some of those fundamentals.”
The Rangers are part of massive nine-team district which
includes Leander ISD rivals
Leander and Vandegrift, Hendrickson, and all five schools
from Round Rock ISD. Six of
those nine schools mad the
playoffs last year.

2018 SCHEDULE
@Rouse

Aug. 31 / 7:00 PM

36

@Killeen

Sept. 6 / 7:00 PM

BYE WEEK: Nov. 2

@McNeil

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

Westwood

@Vandegrift

Sept. 21 / 7:00 PM

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM
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Leander

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

@Stony Point

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

Cedar Ridge

Oct. 19 / 7:00 PM

@Hendrickson

@Round Rock

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

4-6

HEAD COACH

RODNEY
VINCENT

Vista Ridge hasn’t seen
some of the teams since 2009,
adding an extra wrinkle in
preparation.
Vincent said early on, when
he doesn’t know what to expect, is exactly why the Rangers need to focus on themselves. Only once the season
is underway does he fully shift
focus to the film from other
teams.
“Having a nine-team district
that is as solid as ours is might
be the biggest challenge ahead
of us,” he said. “When you start
looking at nine teams that are
all really good, you can start
looking at things you don’t
need to. We need to look at us.”
The Rangers had one of
the hardest closing stretches
to a season last year and fell
against Vandegrift, Hays, Lake
Travis and Westlake in court
straight weeks to miss out on
the postseason.
Running back Thailand
Mayberry sets up to be the lead
back with quarterback Drew
Cantu set to take over under
center. Cantu had his chances as the backup last year, appearing in seven games.
Jamil Pittman is a big loss
at receiver, but Nick Podolak,

Bryce Jones and Naequwan
White are ready to step up and
fill the void.
White will see time on both
sides of the ball, serving as the
most explosive member of the
secondary with Kellen Janda

and Canon Kromis at safety and Elijah Jones spending
all of last year at corner as a
sophomore.
“When my coach asks me
to do something, I want to
be able to do it,” White said.
“I don’t feel added pressure
because I know I can get the
job done (on both sides of the
ball).”
Oliver Marx and Darien
Carter led the team with 86
and 78 tackles, respectively,
with Luke Horne, Sebastian
Barrett and Quin Holland
helping to anchor the front
seven. Alfredo Saenz came
in late at linebacker last year
and will be additional player
to watch.
“I want to see a team that’s
happy because a majority of
us, this is our last year,” White
said. “I’m a better player be-

cause coach told me to get in
better shape and that’s what I
worked on. I dedicated myself
to play both ways.”
White, Cantu and the Rangers started further bonding
as a unit in the spring with
during the 7-on-7 tournament. Vista Ridge was the
only team from Leander ISD
who made it to the state tournament in College Station.
With just two non-district
games against Rouse and
Killeen to figure things out this
season, that extra cohesion
can make a big difference.
“The thing I love about this
team is their chemistry,” Vincent said. “The leadership has
been outstanding from December all the way until now.
Those are the things that are
going to be big down the road
and even after football.”
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HOLD THE LINE
EXPERIENCED CORPS OF LINEMEN WILL
WORK TO PROTECT NEW QB R.J. MARTINEZ

WESTWOOD
WARRIORS

By ZACH SMITH

DEFENSIVE IMPACT
Anthony Wood was elated on
Aug. 13, the ﬁrst day of fall practice.
What’s made him even more
excited about this season is the
defense on a Westwood team
that will be looking to make the
playoﬀs for the second year in a
row.
“We’ve got four defensive
linemen coming back and when
you’re good up front, it makes for
a better football team,” the Warriors’ head coach said. “It could be
the strength of our team thanks
to our front six guys.”
That returning lineup includes
inside linebackers Will Clitheroe
and Vicente Ochoa, third-year
defensive end Ethan Brown along
with Eric Hawkins, Irvin Flores
and Damon Harris along the defensive line.
Westwood is younger in the
secondary, but Wood said with
the pressure the inside six guys
can put on opposing oﬀenses
will alleviate some of the inexperience in the defensive backﬁeld.
“Every defense has things
they need to improve on, but
the biggest positive it that the
defense doesn’t stop,” Clitheroe
said. “We’re just tenacious oﬀ the
bat on every play. We don’t stop
sprinting.”
Clitheroe didn’t play football
until his junior year after battling
some elbow problems. And when
he did ﬁnally suit up for Westwood, it was a learning experience at ﬁrst as he was thrown into
a lot of unknown positions.
He played in all 11 games for
the Warriors last year and ﬁnished with 50 tackles, good for
second on the team.
“It’s just maturity,” Clitheroe
said. “I’ve learned that big dudes
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aren’t always as strong as they
look. I’m 5-foot-8 and pretty
small but I can push around the
big dudes some time. I’m really
excited and it’s going to be an
awesome year.”
The new district Westwood is
in adds Leander, Vandegrift and
Vista Ridge to the Round Rock
ISD schools and Hendrickson. All
of the schools have one similarity in their commitment to run
the ball.
Clitheroe thinks the Warriors
are more than prepared to slow
them all down.
“Our run defense is one of our
strongest qualities,” he said. “I’ve
known all the guys in the box,
besides Vincente, but he’s one of
my good friends now, since seventh grade. I know them all really well and we have a treat bond.
It’s like a family.”
Westwood won three of its
ﬁnal ﬁve games and made the
playoﬀs last season for the ﬁrst
time since 2013 where it lost
to San Marcos in the opening
round.
If the normally high-octane
oﬀensive Warriors — who averaged nearly 40 points per game
last year — want to make it the
postseason in back-to-back seasons, it might be the defense
carrying a little more of the load.
“Our expectations every year
are going to be that we’re practicing on Thanksgiving Day,”
Wood said. “It’s a long season
and we’ve got to set expectations where hard work can create the results you want to have.
In a sport where you work nine
months out of the year and only
play 10 scheduled, games you
really cherish every moment that
you’re out here.”

Westwood offensive lineman
James Jarmon could only smile
when thinking about the first
time he didn’t follow through
on one of the fundamentals
coach L.D. Williams emphasized.
“He probably yelled a little
bit,” Jarmon said. “But after,
once we get into film and start
watching it, he likes to go into
detail about what I can improve

on and that helps. I think that’s
the best time to actually learn.”
Jarmon is part of an experienced offensive line for the
Warriors that, for the most part,
has been playing together since
freshman year.
For a Westwood team that
lost the vast majority of offensive skill players that made it
one of the most explosive offenses in Central Texas, controlling the line of scrimmage
on offense will be key if the
Warriors hope to make it to the

2018 SCHEDULE
@East View

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM
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Austin

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Oct. 12

Hendrickson

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

@Vista Ridge

Sept. 21 / 7:00 PM
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Round Rock

@McNeil

Vandegrift

@Leander

Stony Point

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

Oct. 19 / 7:00 PM

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM

Nov. 1 / 7:00 PM

@Cedar Ridge

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

5-6

HEAD COACH

ANTHONY
WOOD

playoffs for a second consecutive year.
“The biggest things are footwork, assignment and communication,” Jarmon said. “If
one of us is off, the whole line
is off because we have to be
together as a unit, so if we talk
to each other and communicate on the line and effectively
get the job done.”
The only underclassmen on
the line is sophomore Daniel
Vasquez, who Jarmon said is
much biggest and stronger
than he was that age.
“When you’ve got a young
skill set and a veteran offensive line, usually you can
handle what’s thrown your
way because those guys up
front will take care of the rest,”
Westwood head coach Anthony Wood said.
Sophomore R.J. Martinez
will take over at quarterback
for three-year starter Will
Jennings, who accounted for
more than 4,000 yards of offense last year, and threw for
35 touchdowns while rushing
for 13 in 11 games.
Senior Mario Debs split time
with Jaikem Murphy at tailback
last year and finished with 492
yards and three scores. He’ll

take over the lead back role
with sophomore Nate Anderson backing him up.
Matt Pravednikov returns
after finishing third on the
team with 485 yards and four
touchdowns a season ago. Se-

nior Mohan Hegde and sophomore Robbie Jeng join the
receivers while Luca Mazzola switches to inside receiver
after spending last season at
safety.
“When you lose a kid like
Will, that’s a big loss,” Wood
said. “On top of that, you lose
two big contributors at receivers and a 230-pound running
back, that’s a lot of firepower.
But the group under them has
come along quite nicely, especially getting to learn from
(last year’s seniors) in practice.”
By the time the first game
rolls around, preparation is of
no concern.
“I see them a lot after school
or during the summer just
out here running routes and
throwing the ball around and
building that bond that Will
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and his receivers had,” Jarmon said. “They’re stepping
up to the plate.”
The Warriors open the district season in Cedar Park
against Vista Ridge before
playing three straight games
at Kelly Reeves Athletic Complex against Round Rock,
McNeil and Vandegrift, two
teams that have never faced
off.
Wood said he expects the
Warriors’ horizontal passing
game to be quite nice even if
the vertical game won’t be as
potent as it was.
“I just love offensive football,” Wood said. “I love
scheming and it’s like chess.
I’m trying to stay one step
ahead find holes in defenses
and trying to do it at a high
rate of eﬃciency. That’s what
we’re all about.”
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Ever feel like there’s so much you would want to change to
please God? Although God wants us to get better and better,
as well as stronger and stronger, there is more to it than that.
Jesus called His followers to come just as they were. This is a
journey and He wants you, just like you are. Simply put... Come As
You Are!
10700 Anderson Mill Rd, Austin
Sundays 9:15/10:30/11:45am
Wednesdays 7pm
ReachChurch.com

DISTRICT 11-5A DI
FIRST LOOK

CEDAR PARK
2017 Record: 8-0 district, 11-2 overall
Head Coach: Carl Abseck
Death. Taxes. Cedar Park winning a district
title. The Timberwolves have won 11 games in every season for eight straight seasons, a span that includes two
state titles and a state runner-up ﬁnish. Last year ended
with a loss to Manvel in the regional semiﬁnals for the
second season in a row. The defensive line and secondary
anchor the stout defense and the Timberwolves have two
of their top ﬁve receivers and their top rusher coming
back surrounding Ryan Fiala, who started the last seven
games of the season. Vandegrift and Cedar Ridge await in
the ﬁrst two non-district match-ups.
CONNALLY
2017 Record: 2-6 district, 3-7 overall
Head Coach: Jason Cecil
The Cougars had some impressive wins and
some heartbreaking losses last season. They started
strong but lost big in the next three games before nearly
knocking oﬀ eventual district champions Cedar Park. Connally loses four players that made up the spine of its defense but returns dual-threat quarterback Earnest Musue.
A trip to Austin High and a home game against Del Valle
are on the non-district slate for the Cougars this year.
GEORGETOWN
2017 Record: 6-2 district, 9-3 overall
Head Coach: Jason Dean
The Eagles made the playoﬀs for the third
season in a row last year, before falling to eventual state
champion in the second round. Georgetown’s only two
losses of the regular season came to the two teams above
them in the standings, a 28-27 loss to Cedar Park and a
25-23 loss against Hutto. The Eagles lost 13 all-district
selections and will rely on controlling the trenches when
they start the season against Abilene Wylie and Waco.
HUTTO
2017 Record: 7-1 district, 11-2 overall
Head Coach: Brad LaPlante
The Hippos ﬁnished second in the district and advanced
to the third round of the playoﬀs last year. And the biggest change on the roster might just be their coach. Steve

Van Meter retired and his oﬀensive coordinator took over
the stacked roster. The oﬀense is sure to be explosive with
UCLA pledge Chase Griﬃn under center and Cameron
Forrest and D.J. Baptist pacing the receivers. Hutto plays
West Mesquite in a neutral site game in the ﬁrst non-district game of the season.
MANOR
2017 Record: 2-3 district, 5-6 overall
Head Coach: Jimmie Mitchell
The Mustangs are one of the two former
Class 6A teams dropping down this season, but they’re
the only one that made the playoffs last season. Manor used a dynamic passing attack to sneak into the
playoffs, where it lost in the first round. Quarterback
Courtney Patridge-Lee and running back Tahj Brooks return to lead the offensive unit, while a defensive group
that allowed the third-fewest point in district play last
season should benefit from the classification drop.
Manor faces Weslaco East and Copperas Cove to start
the season.
PFLUGERVILLE
2017 Record: 1-5 district, 2-8 overall
Head Coach: Charles Taylor
The Panthers only picked up wins against McNeil and Leander last season and in addition to playmaking quarterback and linebacker graduating, lost longtime
head coach George Hermann as well. Pﬂugerville, which
dropped down from Class 6A, will be one of the largest
5A schools in the state. A potent set of receivers will help
the oﬀense stay hot when the Panther kick oﬀ the season
with back-to-back games against 6A school Austin Bowie
and Leander.
ROUSE
2017 Record: 4-4 district, 5-6 overall
Head Coach: Josh Mann
The Raiders snuck into the playoﬀs last year
after winning their last two regular season games against
Elgin and Bastrop and put up a good ﬁght in the ﬁrst
round, losing 42-31 to Magnolia West. The huge oﬀensive
line got much smaller this season, but quarterback Ethan
Moore and rushers Mylan Mitchell and Tavian Tate return,
while Zach Ybarbo is one to look out for on the defensive
line. Rouse opens the year at home against Leander ISD
rival Vista Ridge.
KICKOFF 2018 |
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THE WAY
FORWARD
LOADED WITH TALENT
AND EXPERIENCE, THE
TIMBERWOLVES REJECT
UNDERDOG LABEL

CEDAR PARK
TIMBERWOLVES

By ZACH SMITH

OFFENSIVE IMPACT
Last season’s pain might
reap rewards this season for
Cedar Park
Ryan Fiala was thrust into
the starting quarterback role
against Georgetown after an
injury to three-year starter
Mak Sexton. He proceeded
the Timberwolves come from
behind to beat the Eagles and
advance to the third round of
the playoﬀs.
“It hurt at the time losing
(Sexton), but long-term wise
for us, it was really good for
Fiala to get that experience,”
Cedar Park head coach Carl
Abseck said. “I think he’s going to have a great senior year
and he’ll be kind of a name for
everybody.”
Fiala ﬁnished his junior year
with more than 1,200 yards
and 17 touchdowns through
the air and topped the 200yard mark twice in the last
seven games of the season.
With a rigid oﬀensive line in
front of him and plenty of talented skill players around him,
this will be a massive season.
“Any time a kid moves into
a role as a senior, their attitude changes,” Abseck said.
“Knowing that their time is
short and it’s time to get it
done now or never. I think
that always helps him as far as
speeding up the process and
their leadership changes as

HCN Sports Editor

that role changes as well.”
Two of the top three receivers return for the Timberwolves this year as the passing
attack shapes up to be even
more potent.
Brandon Breed ﬁnished
second on the team with 415
yards and ﬁve touchdowns,
highlighted by a 150-yard,
two-touchdown game against
district runners-up Hutto.
Carson Neel had three touchdowns and more than 300 receiving yards.
“I’d like to see everybody
come together as a team and
just become one,” Breed said.
“It helps a lot to have some
receivers coming back, especially with our quarterback
coming in halfway through
the season. We can just build
on the that and get the timing
down.”
Fiala, Breed, Neel, receiver
Logan Mayou and fullback Will
Lipscomb already have some
cohesion but up, but they’ve
been working on it even more
in the oﬀseason.
“We’ve been running a lot
more routes and catching a
lot more balls and working
on the little details that make
the biggest diﬀerence in the
games,” Breed said. “We can
be (more explosive) than last
year, it’s just a matter of clicking as a team.”

Jacob Munoz doesn’t lack
swagger and isn’t afraid to
speak his mind, and as part of
the most experienced group
for Cedar Park this year, that
will undoubtedly come in
handy.
The senior is one of three
varsity players returning on
the defensive line, which will
anchor the latest generation
of the Timberwolves’ vaunted
‘Black Rain’ defense.
“How we see it here is that
everybody is on the same field
and everyone can be a leader,”
Munoz said. “But I think what
the defensive line does this
year, we’re going to be really
key in holding down the park

and making sure other guys
are accountable.”
Munoz, along with edge
rusher Jesiah Whittington and
Ben Bell helped the Timberwolves and their normally stout
defense live up to its moniker
last season, allowing just over
14 points per game in district
play, the second-best mark in
the district.
What Cedar Park is losing is
a three-year starting quarterback, three of its top five receivers and the top six tacklers from
a season ago.
But as it’s always been for the
Timberwolves, they reload instead of rebuild.
“We lost 49 seniors and
you’re always going to have
to replace those guys,” Cedar
Park head coach Carl Abseck

2018 SCHEDULE
Vandegrift

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM
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@Cedar Ridge

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Oct. 26

San Angelo

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

@Cinco Ranch

Sept. 21 / 6:30 PM
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Rouse

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM

@Connally

Georgetown

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

@Hutto

Oct. 19 / 7:00 PM

Pflugerville

Nov. 2 / 7:00 PM

@Manor

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

11-2

HEAD COACH

CARL
ABSECK

said. “That’s part of being a
great program because you
have guys working to fill those
voids when thing occur. We’ve
got guys that eager and hungry
and ready to step up.”
In addition to the three returners anchoring the defensive line, the Timberwolves
also have a trio of players returning in the secondary with
Tammer Alzer, Cole Hollen
and Eric Shine.
“We have really good experience and leadership back up
front and in the back end and
we’ve got to grow some young
linebackers and get them
ready to play Friday night football,” Abseck said.
Linebacker is a little more
of a question mark as Jackson
Rodgers is the only returning
player significant playing time.
“It’s the next man up mentality,” Munoz said. “(The linebackers are) all primed and
ready to go. Maybe a few small
tweaks here and there, but
they’re all busting their butts
to fight for that spot.”
Offensively, Brandon Breed
and Carson Neel return at receiver and Will Lipscomb will
lead the rushing attack.
Will Udoye and Logan May-

ou, who primarily played on
defense last season, join the
receiving corps, while B.J.
Jones, a first-team all-district
nose guard will switch over to
the offensive side of the ball.
“The offensive line will need

to come together, which is always the slowest part of any
football team to come around,
Abseck said. “And I think our
linebackers are going to be
younger and they need to step
up, but I think they will. It’s
up to the guys that have been
there to lead the way.”
Breed remembers when
he first got Cedar Park as a
freshman, coming to practice
with the wide-eyed enthusiasm and admiring the senior
players that helped make the
school a state powerhouse.
Now he gets to carry on the
tradition.
“It’s pretty cool because
when you were a freshman,
you were looking up to all
those varsity players and now
I’m one of them,” Breed said.
“You just put yourself in their
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shoes and try to show them
(how it’s done).”
In a new district that features five playoff teams from a
year ago and one school that
dropped down from Class 6A,
expectations at Cedar Park
have — unsurprisingly — not
shifted away from a district title.
With many statewide publications picking the Timberwolves to finish behind Hutto,
the team doesn’t accept that
and the Oct. 19 showdown
against the Hippos is already
circled on the calendar.
“Nobody likes to be the underdog,” Munoz said. “But that
isn’t how we think here. You
can rate us whatever you want,
but paper means nothing.
What matters is in between the
lines. It’s football season and
we’re all ready to go.”
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Have a Great Season, Y’all!
Iʼm Always in the Neighborhood!
Tina Cargill

REALTOR GRI, CNE
18 years’ experience in the Cedar Park area

Your Realtor For Life!
512-507-8344

TinaCargill@gmail.com
TinaCargillRealtor.com

1420
Creek
Road, Suite
600
In theCypress
Randall’s
Shopping
Center
Cedar Park,
TX 78613
at Lakeline
& Cypress
Creek
GritandGraceBoutique.com
GritandGraceBoutique.com

Sunday Worship 11am & 7pm
Wednesday Worship 7:30pm
13461 Pond Springs Rd • Austin, TX 78729
(512) 832-9867 • AustinPottersHouse.com

Ankle
Injuries

Shoulder
Injuries
Back Injuries

Rib Pain

1/2 OFF

CHIROPRACTIC EXAM
Not valid with any other offer. Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/18.

Knee Injuries

Stingers

$

39 MASSAGE

INTRODUCTORY

Not valid with any other offer. Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/18.

GEORGETOWN
EAGLES
2017 RECORD

9-3

HEAD COACH

JASON
DEAN

By TOM DORSA

HCN Sports Contributor

Every UIL district realignment comes with a new set of
challenges. For Georgetown
head coach Jason Dean, having
new district opponents is only
one obstacle in a preseason
spent preparing for the 2018
campaign.
The losses of starting quarterback Cooper Bell and star wide
receiver Caden Leggett pose
the biggest troubles for coach
Dean and the squad. Bell and
Leggett led the Eagles squad to
a 9-3 (6-2) record before being
bounced in the area round by
College Station.
Always a team loaded on senior talent, though, Dean has
been here before and still expects a postseason run.
"We're always very senior-heavy," he said. "Last year
we played with 35 seniors, this
year we have 36, and we've
played with as many as 52 seniors before. Any time you're

graduating that many seniors,
it's a different team when
you come back. I think we'll
be in the mix to win the district championship. Our goals
start at being a playoff football
team...but after that is winning
a district championship."
They say defense wins
championships, and Dean was
elated when discussing his defensive core. Starting with the
frontline going back, the Eagles boast a strong and experienced defense all around the
turf.
"We've got two returning
all-district players out there,
Mason Meyer at defensive end
and Tyler Noles lining up at the
nose guard spot. Both of them
are dominant on the defensive
line," he said.
Dean, entering his 10th
season as the head coach at
Georgetown, described his defense as the biggest component
of the 2013 state finalist team
he coached. It's clear that his
approach to building a winning
team begins with the off side of
the ball.
"We've got a brand new core
of linebackers, we're replacing
all three of our starters from last
year, but we feel good about our
new kids coming up. We've got
two returning starters at cornerback who played there all
last year in Johnny Neitsch and
Taco Williams. And you've got

Gage Leggett back there, Caden's little brother."
Overall, the defense projects
to be the focal point of Georgetown's efforts in a district title
try, but in terms of scoring,
Dean points to a tough and reliable offensive line as the centerfold of a new offense.
"It's gonna start up front,
with those guys," he said. "It
hasn't been that way in a few
years. We've been really good at
the skill positions, but this year
we've got four quality offensive
linemen returning from last
year's team that we feel pretty
good about."
The sturdy offensive line will
assist new starting quarterback
Jackson Sioson in getting ac-

climated to real, in-game situations. "[The offense] may not
be as explosive as it has been in
the past, but we'll still be flying
all over the field."
The outlook for the season
from Dean is all about finding
chemistry with a new group of
players.
Georgetown joins Cedar
Park, Hutto, Rouse, Manor,
Pflugerville, and Pflugerville
Connally in District 11-5A, Division I for the upcoming season and the next. Georgetown
begins the season at Abilene
Wylie on Aug. 31.
"This team gets along together well. They enjoy being
around each other and they're
fun to coach," he said.

2018 SCHEDULE
@Wylie

Aug. 31 / 7:00 PM

Waco

Sept. 7 / 7:00 PM

BYE WEEK: Sept. 21

S. San Antonio @Stephenville

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM

Hutto

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

@Cedar Park

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

Pflugerville

Oct. 19 / 7:00 PM

@Manor

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM
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Rouse

Nov. 2 / 7:00 PM

@Connally

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM
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SPREADING
IT OUT

RAIDERS HOPE
RETOOLED OFFENSE
WILL SPARK SUCCESS

ROUSE
RAIDERS

By ZACH SMITH

OFFENSIVE IMPACT
It’s the end of the day during
the second week of fall football
practice. As the Rouse oﬀense and
defense lines square up for one
last physical drill, Ethan Moore is
jumping around, getting players
on both sides pumped up.
The quarterback helped the
Raiders squeak into the playoﬀs
and junior last season and he’s
come back for his senior season
with a renewed conviction in the
game and somewhat diﬀerent offense to put in place.
“I feel way more conﬁdent going into this year after starting and
everything last year,” Moore said.
“I had a bunch of jitters then, but
this year I’m relaxed about the offense and I feel more into it than I
did.”
Moore completed nearly 50
percent of his passes and threw
for 1,306 yards and 16 touchdowns
and ran for another 460 yards and
ﬁve scores, breaking the century
mark twice. He was also named
second all-district team.
Former Rouse players have
come back to watch practice this
fall and have commented how
much quicker the ball looks coming out of his hands.
“He’s cocky and he doesn’t hide
talking a lot out there,” Rouse head
coach Josh Mann said. “But I love it
because he’s conﬁdent. If you play
timid, we’re going to be in trouble
and he’s not going to do that. I
think he’s going to have a breakout
year.”
Moore said he did a lot of training the summer before his senior
season.

HCN Sports Editor

When football ended in November, he worked with a speciﬁc quarterback coach, and he would help
set up workouts with other members of the Raiders’ squad to help
everybody get on the same page.
“His maturity in leading the team
has changed,” Mann said. “He’s
trusting his guys and putting them in
good spots. He’s not just back here
trying to play the game, he’s thinking through the game now and it’s
slowed it down for him out there.”
Rouse didn’t do spring football,
to Moore and the oﬀense had an
extra week to work on instituting a new, spread out oﬀense this
season. Wes Cowling, the Raiders’
quarterbacks coach last year, was
promoted to oﬀensive coordinator.
Mann said size wise the depth
isn’t where they can run over opponents, instead opting for a speed
game with shifty and experienced
running backs and receivers.
“It’ll look familiar to what we
looked like in 2012 and 2013,” Mann
said. “The transition has been awesome. We felt like we needed the
extra scrimmage to go compete.
It’s been amazing because these
kids are hungry. They’re excited to
be out there working.”
Moore has had to adjust by
moving out of the pistol formation and has worked speciﬁcally on
throwing on the run. He said Cowling and the rest of the oﬀensive
unit have bought in and they’ve fed
oﬀ the energy in practice.
“Everyone is doubting us right
now,” Moore said. “We know we
can go in every week and prove
them all wrong.”

Whether it was Tavian Tate
or Mylan Mitchell, Rouse excelled at running the ball last
season.
The dynamic duo returns
this year to lead the group attack as the Raiders go back to a
wide-open run-heavy offense
they used five years ago as
they look to make the playoffs
for the second straight season.

“From the running back
standpoint, we don’t have just
one hole that we have to hit
anymore, we can go from one
hole to five holes across the
line,” Tate said. “It just fits my
plays type. I play loose with
speed. I’m more aggressive
than last year.”
Mitchell was the Offensive Newcomer of the year
as a sophomore last year after leading the team with 892
yards — including four 100-

2018 SCHEDULE
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Vista Ridge

@Anderson

Aug. 31 / 7:00 PM

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Oct. 19

Weiss

A&M Consolidated @Cedar Park

Sept. 13 / 7:00 PM

Sept. 21 / 7:30 PM
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Sept. 28 / 7:00 PM

Pflugerville

Oct. 5 / 7:00 PM

@Manor

Oct. 12 / 7:00 PM

Connally

Oct. 26 / 7:00 PM

@Georgetown

Nov. 2 / 7:00 PM

Hutto

Nov. 9 / 7:00 PM

2017 RECORD

5-6

HEAD COACH

JOSH
MANN

plus yard games — and five
touchdowns, while Tate finished with 388 rushing yards
and four touchdowns.
“We expect to compete for
one of the playoff positions
and push all our opponents,”
Rouse head coach Josh Mann
said. “We’re not going to lower expectations because of
staff changes or kids graduating. We’re kind of adopting the underdog mentality
We’re hungry. We got a taste
of it last year by getting in the
playoffs.”
Offensively, Conner Canaday and Zach Pelt graduated
from the offensive line, but
Ayden Sharp and Alex Bagley
return and have seen a lot of
time up front.
“We got a couple new guys
on varsity and I want to see us
step up and take control,” said
first-year offensive lineman
Keegan New. “I feel like we’ll
be a lot better because the offensive line has a little more
control over stuff we see and
which way to go.”
The receiving corps is young
with Mark Botello (four receptions, 55 yards, one touch-

down) the top returner other
than Tate and Mitchell. Ethan
Moore is back for his second
year as the starting quarterback.
Rouse is returning up to

eight starters on defense most
notably in the secondary with
seniors Cliff McCoy and Conner Shields and juniors Ugonnamdi Osemene and Isaiah
Cash.
Top tacklers Alex Salazar
and Cole Bresnehen, but the
defensive front will be led
by Lane Bresnehen, Chance
Canlas and Kayne Adames at
linebacker and Colin Dickinson and Derek Galloway
along the offensive line.
“We’ve got a lot of experience,” Mann said. “We picked
up the level from last year defensibly and I think it’s got the
chance to be better.”
The Raiders won three of
their final five games last
season to get into the playoffs as the No. 4 seed where
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they nearly pulled off a firstround upset but fell to Magnolia West 42-31. They averaged 25.75 points for and 27.4
points against doing district
play.
Rouse opens the district
season against Cedar Park
at Gupton Stadium on Sept.
28 and follows that up with
games against Pflugerville
and Manor, both of which
dropped down from Class 6A
in the new realignment.
“I definitely want to make it
to the playoffs again and have
everybody as one culture and
one team,” defensive end Zach
Ybarbo said. “The coaching
has definitely ramped up and
I love it. The senior class especially is holding the whole
team accountable.”
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FOOTBALL
IS
FAMILY

By ZACH SMITH
HCN Sports Editor

B

randi Mann grew
up going to football games with her
grandfather in Wichita
Falls, where most of her
family went to high school.
She continued to attend
games even after she graduated from the rival high
school.
One day after a game
between the Coyotes and
San Angelo, she saw Josh
Mann, then a young coach
with Wichita Falls, sitting in
a restaurant and went over
to say hello and talk about
Friday’s game.

54

The rest is history.
“A football conversation
brought us together and
we’ve been together every
day since,” she said.
The life of a coach’s wife
is very different from being
the spouse of just about any
other profession with long
nights away, semi-nonexistent weekends and summers and seeing the good,
bad and ugly after a game.
Josh got his coaching
career started as a defensive end coach under
Chris Ross at Wichita Falls
and followed Ross to Cedar Park in 2000, where he
was on the staff until be-
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ing named head coach at
Rouse in 2008.
Brandi said she didn’t
totally realize how much
more a head coach had
to do than an assistant.
Whether it was time spent
at the school or being on
call to parents and players
at all times of the day, it
took some getting used to.
“We’d sit down to dinner
and he’d get a phone call
and be like, ‘I’ve got to go
take this,’” she said. “And
that’s 100 percent ok, it was
just kind of a shock at first.”
Brandi and Josh’s two
sons are, unsurprisingly,
very into football.

Jace is now a 14-yearold and Judson is 12. They
spent one year in Pop
Warner before joining the
Rouse Youth Football Association, a league in Leander that Brandi and Josh
started in 2012.
In the not so distant future, there will be two or
three Mann’s on the Rouse
football roster.
“From my standpoint,
he’s so good with kids, but
with our kids, he’s amazing,” Brandi said. “My boys
are coachable and it’s neat
to watch him help with
their footwork and instruct
them with constructive
criticism and how they respond. They have respect
for him and that’s neat to
watch.”

Brandi is pretty superstitious, so her Friday mornings are spent picking out
an outfit — from undergarments to eyeshadow —
that doesn’t include any of
the opposing team’s colors.
After getting home from
work, she heads to the
stadium before the game,
where she’s in charge of the
kids that run onto the field
before kickoff.
Jace and Judson are with
Josh the whole time before
the game, even if that includes a long bus ride to an
away game.
After the game is a different story and Brandi reflects the attitude that Josh
has. Sometimes he’s frustrated after a loss or extra
excited after a big win.

“I just try to listen,” she
said. “I don’t really give
any feedback. When we
win I celebrate with him.
I’ll listen to all his ‘what
if?’ questions and try to
play the devil’s advocate
as a response, but that’s
about it.”
The title of athletic coordinator comes with even
more responsibilities than
what Josh is responsible
for on the football field.
Look in the stands
during a volleyball, basketball, baseball, track or
just about any other event
associated with the school
and you’ll more likely see
Josh and sometimes the
rest of the Mann family
cheering along from the
stands.
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“It’s a lot of time for him
to be away, and we’ve had
to put more time into it
over the last few years because he wants to be at
more sports,” Brandi said.
“He wants to be at more
things and we're very supportive of all the sports at
Rouse.”
The Mann family is in a
unique situation that has
only moved them once due
to Josh’s coaching job, and
Brandi hopes her two sons
are able to graduate from
Rouse.
Whatever happens, the
hectic life of being a coach’s
wife is normal for Brandi.
“I love it,” she said. “I
couldn’t imagine being
married to anybody with a
different profession.”
Hill Country News |
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DISTRICT 13-5A DII
FIRST LOOK

BASTROP
2017 Record: 2-6 district, 2-8 overall
Head Coach: Todd Patmon
The Bears started last season with three straight
losses to the top three teams in the district and missed the playoﬀs for the second straight year. They lost their starting quarterback and a lot of the oﬀensive line, but running back Jhe’Quay
Chretin has the potential to be one of the most explosive players
in the district. Defensively last season, Bastrop gave up 372
points during district play, the most of any team. The Bears
take on Rudder, Austin Reagan and Connally before district play
begins.

ELGIN
2017 Record: 3-5 district, 3-7 overall
Head Coach: Jens Anderson
The Wildcats were the deﬁnition of boom or bust
last season with big wins against Bastrop, Cedar Creek and East
View, but suﬀered humbling losses to Hutto, Georgetown and
Brenham. The oﬀense carried the load as Elgin was the only
non-playoﬀ team to score more than 200 points in district play,
but quarterback Ben Foster and top receiver De’Clayvin Simmons
are both gone, but Jerome Wreh, a second-team selection last
year, returns to lead the oﬀense. The Wildcats face oﬀ with the
Austin LBJ, Rudder and Pﬂugerville to start the year.

BRENHAM
2017 Record: 4-3 district, 6-4 overall
Head Coach: Eliot Allen
The Cubs will travel more than any team in the
new district, but when they show up, they’ll no doubt be a force
to be reckoned with. Brenham snuck into the playoﬀs last year
thanks to an explosive 64-61 win over Tomball Memorial and a
34-31 overtime win over Tomball before losing to Hutto in the
ﬁrst round. They’re replacing all but 190 of more than 3,000
rushing yards but bring back most of a solid oﬀensive line and a
couple standout linebackers. Magnolia West, Waller and Houston
Heights await the Cubs in non-district play.

GLENN
2017 Record: N/A
Head Coach: Rob Schoenfeld
The Grizzlies have gotten markedly better over the
last two years. Head coach Rob Schoenfeld made up a schedule
that had six varsity teams on the schedule last season and also
picked up a win against the Westlake junior varsity team. Drew
McGuire will start under center full-time and Khorin Thompson
will shift to wide receiver. Defensive back Noah Holmes had six
interceptions last season, while Nate Hatter is shifting from tight
end to linebacker to help anchor the defense.

CEDAR CREEK
2017 Record: 1-7 district, 1-9 overall
Head Coach: Jon Edwards
The Eagles won just one game last season, scored
the fewest points in district play and allowed the second-most.
But just four of their losses were by one touchdown or less. One
of the best things this team has going for it is returning players
on both sides of the ball. First-team tackle Alfred Collins and
ﬁrst-team linebacker Cade Edwards return, as does quarterback
Hunter Hughston. Cedar Creek begins the year with road games
at Austin Reagan and Fredericksburg and a home game against
Akins.

MARBLE FALLS
2017 Record: 1-6 district, 3-8 overall
Head Coach: Michael Birdwell
The Mustangs haven’t made the playoﬀs since 2010.
That stat might change this season. Andrew Stripling, an all-district selection from last year who passed for 1,788 yards and 18
touchdowns, and Dillon Mayberry, who rushed for 506 yards and
two touchdowns, will lead the oﬀense. The defensive line will be
the catalyst of a defense that allowed the second-most points in
district play last year. Marble Falls has Canyon Lake, Burnet and
Navarro on the non-district slate.

EASTVIEW
2017 Record: 3-5 district, 4-6 overall
Head Coach: Rob Davies
The Patriots might beneﬁt more than any other
team in the new district by the 5A split in divisions. They had
some good performances, including wins over playoﬀ-bound
Rouse and Hays, but got blown out by the top three teams in
the district to just miss out on the postseason. Zion Hester, who
rushed for more than 800 yards last year, is primed to be the lead
back after two other backs left via graduation. East View faces
Westwood, New Braunfels and Austin Reagan in non-district play.

WEISS
2017 Record: N/A
Head Coach: Thomas Aultman
The Wolves are one of two new teams in the same
district. Every player from a junior varsity team that won eight
games is back and players are starting to build conﬁdence on
both sides of the ball. It’s hard to put a ﬁnger on just how the
team will respond to the ﬁrst play in their ﬁrst full varsity season,
with just one playoﬀ team among the new group, opportunities
are endless. Weiss starts the year with a home game against
Leander and road games against Canyon Lake and Rouse.
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EAST VIEW
PATRIOTS
2017 RECORD

4-6

HEAD COACH

ROB
DAVIES

By TOM DORSA

HCN Sports Contributor

In 2017, East View and head
coach Robert Davies missed
out on the postseason by one
game in a stacked District 195A that featured juggernauts
such as Cedar Park, Hutto,
and cross-town rivals Georgetown.
With a new UIL mandate
that splits Class 5A into two divisions, East View now avoids
those schools altogether.
Just like that, the chances of
the Patriots playing postseason football for the first time
since 2014 shoot right up. Of
course, it's not a guarantee, but
the emergence of one of the
strongest senior classes in East
View's brief history give the
school on Highway 29 a solid
chance.
It starts with running back
Zion Hester, East View's leading rusher from 2017, who is
part of an offense that returns
six of their 11 starters from last

season. Hester appeared in all
ten games and ran for 815 yards
and five touchdowns on 136
carries, looking to only improve
on that behind a more experienced offensive line.
Jackson Coulson, a junior
quarterback and a fellow holdover from last season's 4-6
squad, will also benefit from
that refined O-line, taking over
the starting job. Last season,
Coulson was pressured into
dangerous situations amid a
lack of support at the line of
scrimmage and never got into a
rhythm in his sole start.
In that start, the then-sophomore held his own, going 9-15
with 192 yards, and further

showing out in the spring 7-on7 competition. Look for the
starting quarterback to find his
wideouts more effectively with
an increase in time to operate.
On defense, the Patriots
return four starters from last
year's squad, most notably defensive lineman Trevon Watts
and free safety Justin Henry,
each bringing with them some
toughness and experience.
East View's defense will need to
take a step in the right direction
early on this season given last
year's result, as the Patriots surrendered 40 or more points five
times in 2017.
Against some pass-heavy offenses in this new district, the

defense will be tested often,
but Davies' team will be ready.
Like mentioned, this program
finished just a game outside
the postseason in a tougher
district; just one or two strong
games from a hefty defensive
core could solidify a playoff
spot this time around.
East View joins Bastrop, Cedar Creek, Brenham, Elgin,
Marble Falls, and two schools
new to varsity ball, Pflugerville
Weiss and Leander Glenn, in
the newly-formed District 135A, Division II. The Patriots
open the 2018 campaign at
home, hosting Westwood at
Birkelbach Field in Georgetown on Aug. 31.

2018 SCHEDULE
Westwood

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM

@Canyon

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Sept. 21

Reagan

Sept. 14 / 7:30 PM

Marble Falls

@Brenham

Sept. 28 / 7:30 PM

Oct. 5 / 7:30 PM

Bastrop

Oct. 12 / 7:30 PM

@Glenn

Oct. 19 / 7:30 PM

Weiss

Oct. 26 / 7:30 PM
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@Cedar Creek

Nov. 2 / 7:30 PM

Elgin

Nov. 9 / 7:30 PM
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NEW KIDS ON
THE BLOCK

GLENN GRIZZLIES LOOK TO ESTABLISH
TRADITION IN FIRST FULL
UIL FOOTBALL SEASON

GLENN
GRIZZLIES

By ZACH SMITH

OFFENSIVE IMPACT
In the second game of
the season last year, Glenn’s
Nate Hatter went down with
an injury.
He fought his way back to
play in the ﬁnal game, but by
that point, the decision had
already been made to switch
his position for the third time
in his high school career.
As the Grizzlies football
program prepares for its
inaugural UIL-sanctioned
district season, Hatter has
been learning how to play
tight end after spending his
freshman year at Rouse as a
defensive end and the last
two years at Glenn at linebacker.
“It went from a less skill
intensive position to progressively more intensive,”
Hatter said. “I wasn’t a huge
athlete when I was introduced to football in middle
school and I grew in it and
now I’m at a point where I
can compete as a tight end.
I’ll play wherever coach
wants me.”
In the Rockport game last
year, his patella came out of
place, taking a piece of bone
with it, which extended his
recovery time.
The game Hatter was injured in, the Grizzlies won
37-21. They also won the
game in which he returned,

HCN Sports Editor

59-18 against Austin Lanier,
and Hatter caught one pass
in a preview of what’s to
come this season.
“During my time oﬀ the
ﬁeld, I was extremely driven,” Hatter said. “When I’m
kept out of something I enjoy and excel at, I put in a ton
of work to catch up and to
get above my competitors. I
hated every minute of being
away, but I see the progression I made.”
Glenn head coach Rob
Schoenfeld said the senior
has the potential to be an
impact player for the Grizzlies. Even if the tight end
position is becoming less
common in the modern version of high school football,
it’s good to have a player like
Hatter with his attitude and
ability on the team.
The Grizzlies have high
hopes in their ﬁrst full season, and Hatter is no diﬀerent.
“It feels diﬀerent this season,” Nate Hatter said. “The
last two season have been
in preparation for now. Last
year we knew we didn’t
have a chance for playoﬀs,
but this is what we’ve been
working for and we’ve been
promised of this chance to
make the playoﬀs. It’s super
exciting.”

Rob Schoenfeld and Glenn
aren’t approaching this season any differently than the
last two. Except, of course,
the added motivation of
making the playoffs for the
first time in the football program’s young history.

The Grizzlies kick off their
first-ever
UIL-sanctioned
district against Liberty Hill
on Aug. 31 after spending the
last two seasons with hodgepodge schedules of JV teams,
private schools and the occasional variety squad that had
an open date.
“The kids and the coaching

2018 SCHEDULE
@Liberty Hill

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM
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McNeil

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Sept. 21

MaCallum

Sept. 13 / 7:00 PM

@Elgin

Sept. 28 / 7:30 PM
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Weiss

Oct. 4 / 7:30 PM

@Cedar Creek

Oct. 12 / 7:30 PM

East View

Oct. 19 / 7:30 PM

@Marble Falls

Oct. 26 / 7:30 PM

Brenham

Nov. 2 / 7:30 PM

@Bastrop

Nov. 9 / 7:30 PM

2017 RECORD

N/A

HEAD COACH

ROB
SCHOENFELD

staff have done a good job of
treating this whole experience like it was a full-blown
variety program, Schoenfeld
said. “Nothing is different.
They don’t have to make any
mental or procedural transitions. We’re in the mix with
everybody else and we’ve
got to accept that.”
Drew McGuire will be the
starting quarterback after
splitting time at the position
the last two years. Schoenfeld called him a “sneaky
competitive” player who
rises to the occasion when
called upon most.
“I’m not the loudest out
here, but I’m really compet-

itive,” McGuire said. “People
probably think we’re a new
school and we need a couple
years to get better, but I think
we’re ready now. That’s why
this year is a big year.”
Khorin Thompson split
time at quarterback the last
two years, but will be moving all around the field on
the offensive side of the ball
for the Grizzlies and might
even have some plays where
he hikes the ball in a wildcat
formation.
They boast a three-headed monster in the backfield
consisting of Lamont Slade,
Julian Morris and Clay Upton. Sam Martin and Jarvis

Henderson, to Glenn basketball standouts, will be on the
perimeter.
Along the offensive line,
the Grizzlies aren’t the
biggest with Trent Brown,
Thomas Hardin and Jacob
Trim, but the group is mobile.
The defense is headed up
by linebackers Lee Pollock
and Brian Creel and expectations are high for safety
Noah Holmes.
Glenn gets the season
kicked off on Aug. 31 on the
road against Liberty Hill

with the first home game
coming Sept. 7 against McNeil at Gupton Stadium. The
district slate begins on Sept.
28 at Elgin.
“We had a really good
spring and added some
things conceptually that we
needed to have as we go into
a full-blown varsity situation,” Schoenfeld said. “One
thing I know about our kids
they do a good job of controlling the things they know
they can. I’m happy with
the pace and the speed that
we’re playing at.”
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LAGO VISTA
VIKINGS
2017 RECORD

5-5

HEAD COACH

CRATEN
PHILLIPS

By TOM DORSA

HCN Sports Contributor

After a postseason appearance in 2017, Lago Vista and
head coach Craten Phillips
look to build upon that momentum and garner the same
district success as they had last
year in 2018.
The Vikings trotted their way
to a bi-district round appearance, before falling to Edna,
with a 4-1 district record (6-5
overall) after starting the season 2-3.
The only challenge? Win
within a district stacked with
fearsome perennial Class 3A
contenders like defending state
champions Rockdale, and a
program with three state titles
to its name in the last seven
years, Cameron Yoe. Seems
easy enough.
The competition level the
Vikings are facing won't be the
most intriguing thing about
the squad, the offense will be.
A test in patience and mental

fortitude for Phillips, his task is
to implement the triple option
scheme with an offensive set
that has not a single returning
player.
Luckily, an influx of young
and athletic offensive options
have sailed to shore. Junior
quarterback Buck Pounds will
man the triple option playbook, getting help from sophomore running back Layne
Powers and senior offensive
asset Cody Jackson. Pounds
appeared in three games at
quarterback last season, passing 6-15 with 83 yards in only a
few real passing attempts, but
has the wheels and smarts to

make the triple option work.
If the new offensive scheme
works under Phillips, in his
fourth year at the helm for Lago
Vista, sparks will certainly fly
and box scores will run long.
Jackson and Powers each
have some strong outside
speed to help make an experimental offense work. Such is
the case with smaller schools,
the three aforementioned offensive players line up at the
linebacker and safety positions at times.
Defensively, two-way players like linebackers Nathan
Weichman and Josh Hernandez, who also line up on of-

fense regularly, will be manning the physical side of the
ball. After an early-season
shellacking in which opponents scored 50 or more points
against the Vikings defense in
three straight games, the back
end will be a major concern,
especially given the tougher
district.
Lago Vista is joined by Cameron Yoe, Rockdale, Jarrell,
Little River Academy, Manor-New Tech, Troy in District
10-3A, Division I. The Vikings begin the 2018 varsity
campaign with a home game
against visiting Blanco, at
home on Aug 31.

2018 SCHEDULE
Blanco

Aug. 31 / 7:30 PM

62

@Lampasas

Sept. 7 / 7:30 PM

BYE WEEK: Oct. 26

Comfort

Sept. 14 / 7:00 PM

@Llano

Sept. 21 / 7:30 PM
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Jarrell

Sept. 28 / 7:30 PM

@Little River

Oct. 5 / 7:30 PM

Rockdale

Oct. 12 / 7:30 PM

@Manor New

Oct. 19 / 7:30 PM

Troy

Nov. 2 / 7:30 PM

@Yoe

Nov. 9 / 7:30 PM

Tackling Pests
For More Than 35 Years!
NTRY

HILL COU

NEWS

BEST
BES1T8
OF THE

YOUR COMPLETE
AUTO SERVICE PROVIDER
Quality Service at Competitive Prices
Written Warranty • Same Day Service
• Engine Repair • Diagnostics • Alignment
• Clutches • Transmission • A/C
• Suspension & Front End • Struts & Shocks
• Timing Belts • Oil Changes
1300 Medical Pkwy, Cedar Park

512-456-2500
SunAutoService.com

Open Monday – Friday @ 7am
Saturday 7:30 – 5, Closed Sunday

Enjoy the credit union difference
here in the great state of Texas
or anywhere else in the world.

checking | savings | loans
Visit us online, anytime at:
gtfcu.org
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Voted Best
Pest Control Company for
the past 8 straight years!

Residential
Commercial
Locally owned &
operated
for over 35 years

512-258-5228
ResearchPest.com

YOUR #1 STOP
FOR YOUR
PRE-GAME &
POST GAME
NEEDS!
Cedar Park North Austin Pflugerville/

551 W.
12336 Ranch
Whitestone Blvd Rd 620 North

512-250-1245 512- 219-9078

2

$ 99

Limit 2

8 Crispy Livers or Gizzards, Gravy
& Roll

*Crispy Tenders
*Bone-in Chicken
*Garden Chicken
*Salads (Crispy or
Baked)
*Fresh Baked Rolls
*Great Sides
*Best Tea in the
World

South Austin Round Rock

Hutto Coming 9815 Brodie Lane
512-280-1600
Soon!

1

$ 99

10 Warm Rolls

Limit 1

$

1410 Round
Rock Ave

512- 246-0343

1999

Limit 1

10 Tender Roll Sandwiches

2 Family Sides & Gallon of Bush’s Famous Tea

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18 Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18 Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18

2

$ 50 OFF

Limit 1

#9 - 10 pc. Family Chicken Meal

10 Pieces Chicken, 2 Family Sides & 5 Rolls
Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18

9

$ 99

2 Value Meals

Limit 2

4 pc Tender Meal or 2 pc Chicken Value Meal
Side, Roll & 32oz Drink

2

$ 50 OFF
Limit 1

#11 - 8pc Chicken & 12pc Tender Meal
Family Gravy, 3 Family Sides & 10 Rolls

2

$ 50 OFF

Limit 1

#7 - Family 20 pc Tender Meal

Family Gravy, 2 Family Sides & 5 Rolls

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18 Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18

3

$ 49
Chicken Tender Salad

Limit 1

32oz Tea Free

OR

2 Gallons for $399

Warm Crispy or Baked Chilled, Roll & 32oz Drink
Sweet, Un-Sweet or Half&Half
Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18 Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18 Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock & Austin Locations Exp 10/15/18

