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For more information:
adventures@newktennis.com

830.625.9105
TexasAdventureCamp.net

Located in New Braunfels, this co-ed camp for ages 
9-16 off ers exciting & action packed week-long sessions 
during the summer. High ropes, rafting, tubing, 
Schlitterbahn, paintball, Enchanted Rock camp-outs, 
rock climbing, rappelling, and much more! This will be 
the best week of your summer!

COMING THIS SUMMER!
38 YEARS TEACHING, EMPOWERING, INSPIRING

FULL-SCALE PRODUCTION CAMPS (8-18)
3-week play: Treasure Island

4-week musical: School of Rock
SINGLE- WEEK CAMPS (age groups 5-15)

Triple Threat • Adventures in Acting • Glee! Show Choir
Creative Kids (1/2 day for ages 4-6)
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S
ummer vacation offers students a respite 
from lessons and the routine of school. 
Children might once have eagerly awaited 
those final days of classes so they could 

lounge poolside, skip rocks across ponds and spend 
the long days of the season playing with friends. 
But many of today’s youngsters spend much of 
their summer vacations indoors playing with their 
digital devices. 

Perhaps that’s why one of the last vestiges of the 
classic summer vacation escape — summer camp — 
remains such a viable option for parents who want 
their children to get outdoors once the school year 
ends.

Although kids needn’t be in camp all summer 
long, a week or two can benefit campers of all ages. 
The following are five reasons why summer camp 
might be the right fit this year.

Explore talents
Summer camps help young people explore their 
unique interests and talents. Under an organized, 
yet often easygoing, camp schedule, kids can dabble 
in sports, arts and crafts, leadership, community 
support, and so many other activities that may not 
be fully available to them elsewhere.

Physical activity
Lots of camps build their itineraries around 

physical activities that takes place outdoors. 
Campers may spend their time swimming, running, 
hiking, playing sports, climbing, and so much more. 
This can be a welcome change for kids accustomed 
to living sedentary lifestyles. Regular physical 
activity has many health benefits and can set a 
foundation for healthy habits as an adult.

Gain confidence
Day and sleepaway camps offer campers the 
opportunity to get comfortable in their own skin. 
Camps can foster activities in self-esteem by 
removing the academic measures of success and fill 
in with noncompetitive opportunities to succeed. 
Campers learn independence, decision-making 
skills and the ability to thrive outside of the shadow 
of their parents, siblings or other students.

Try new things
Camp gives children the chance to try new things, 
whether that’s learning to cook, exploring new en-
vironments or embracing a new sport or leisure ac-
tivity. Opening oneself up to new opportunities can 
build character and prove enlightening for children.

Make new friends
Camp is a great place to meet new people and make 
lifelong friends. Campers flood in from areas near 
and far. This provides kids with a chance to expand 
their social circles beyond their immediate neigh-
borhoods and schools.

Camps benefit children in a variety of ways. Les-
sons learned in camp can strengthen values, build con-
fidence, develop coping mechanisms when adversity 
strikes, and enable campers to make lifelong friends.

camp is a good choice

reasons 
WHY5
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S
ummer camp season is just 
around the corner. Each 
summer, millions of children 
depart for campsites around the 

country to swim, hike, craft, and enjoy 
the companionship of friends.

Summer camps in North America 
were first established in the 1880s and 
were attended by children without their 
parents for overnight stays. By the 20th 
century, summer camps had become 
an international phenomenon, and 
various organizations hosted traditional 
summer camps or camps geared toward 
religion, sports, music and other 
subjects and activities. According to 
the American Camp Association, each 
year more than 14 million children 
and adults in the United States attend 
camp. America is home to more than 
14,000 day and resident camps (8,400 
are overnight camps and 5,600 are 

day camps). Nonprofit groups are the 
largest sponsors of summer  
camps.

Many people put off summer camp 
planning until it is too late. Parents 
should keep in mind that camps begin 
registration early in the year and have 
specific cut-off dates for enrollment. 
Parents who want to beat the crowds 
this year can use this guide to help plan 
a summer camp agenda.

• Attend an orientation seminar. Take 
the time to visit prospective camps for 
a tour, and use this open house as an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
programs offered. If available, find a 
camp employee to discuss your child’s 
eligibility for enrollment. Some camps 
may offer webinars for convenience.

• Fill out the enrollment package 
completely. Each camp has their own 
requirements for registration. Expect 

to submit some personal information, 
including a medical background and 
proof of insurance, names and numbers 
of emergency contacts, and any other 
pertinent information as it applies to 
the camper. This may include allergies, 
fears, physical or mental disabilities, or 
even preferences in camp courses. 

• Establish payment schedules. 
Summer camps vary in price. The ACA 
says camp costs range from $100 to 
more than $1,500 per week. However, 
many accredited camps offer some sort 
of financial assistance for children from 
families with limited financial means. 
If cost is a factor, be sure to broach the 
subject.

• Prepare children for the physical 
challenges a camp may present. Summer 
camp activities may be rigorous, and 
campers may need to be cleared by a 
physician before starting. Be sure to 

schedule your child a physical and bring 
along any pertinent forms. Children 
also can increase their levels of physical 
activity compared to the often sedentary 
nature of winter. Such preparation 
can prevent injuries when engaging in 
outdoor and physical activities.

• Shop for supplies. Camps are likely 
to provide a list of requirements with 
regard to clothing and other equipment 
campers will need. Make sure kids have 
enough shorts, T-shirts, socks, athletic 
shoes, swimsuits, toiletries, and other 
camp necessities before they leave. 

• Keep children in the loop. Engage 
children in the planning process to help 
alleviate their fears and get them excited 
about summer camp.

Summer camp can foster lifelong 
memories. Parents can help kids prepare 
in advance for the fun that’s soon to 
arrive.

for summer camp season

Start gearing up now for summer 
camp plans to guarantee kids at-
tend the camps they prefer.

GET PREPARED
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camptwinlakes.ymcagwc.org

TIERED PRICING 
REGISTER 
NOW & SAVE!

NEW

 NEWEST OVERNIGHT CAMP 
IN HILL COUNTRY!

CAMP AT ITS FINEST

YMCA CAMP TWIN LAKES 
204 E Little Elm Trl Cedar Park, TX 78613 
512-250-9622

OVERNIGHT CAMP ( full week ) 
June 10-16 • June 17-23 • June 24-30 
July 8-14 • July 15-21 • July 22-28

• Ages 7 - 16
• Sunday - Saturday
• Cabins with bathrooms and A/C 
• Check-in Sunday 1-3pm 
• Check-out Saturday 9-11am

COST ( NEW tiered pricing )
Y Family Members 
$659 January 1-March 18 
$674 Starting March 19

Non-Members 
$734 January 1-March 18 
$749 Starting March 19

MINI OVERNIGHT CAMP ( 2 nights ) 
June 6-8 • July 1-3 • July 5-7

•  ALL THE FUN of 
overnight, only shorter!

COST ( NEW tiered pricing ) 
Y Family Members 
$375 January 1-March 18 
$384 Starting March 19

Non-Members 
$399 January 1-March 18 
$408 Starting March 19

• Wakeboard
• Skateboard
• Snowboard
• Snowtube
• Waterski
• Paintball
• …even Stand-Up Paddleboarding!

6700 IH 35N
New Braunfels

Texas 78130 
830-627-2843

www.TexasSkiRanch.com

Texas Ski Ranch is a 70-acre 
action sport paradise!

This is truly fun for the whole family!CAMP TSR
We Take Fun Seriously!

North Austin’s 
Premier Indoor 
Sports Facility

Spring Break and 
Summer. Kids learn 
and play numerous 
games & activities.

Year-round innovative 
child development 
program for kids 18 

months to 6 years old.

920 Old Mill Road, Cedar Park | 512-940-4025 | SoccerZoneLakeline.com
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Family travel you

can afford
Family Features

A 
vacation for the family is no small expense, but there are 
plenty of ways you can minimize the hit your wallet takes 
and focus instead on exploring new places while making 
great memories.

Travel during off seasons. Although peak season varies by destination 
and region, virtually every location has an off season when demand 
is lighter and so are prices, for everything from hotel rooms to 
entertainment. The one downside is that while off season travel can be 
great for a strict budget, lower tourist traffic means many attractions 
and amenities may offer reduced schedules or even close. An alternative 
is traveling during what’s known as the shoulder season, the transitional 
timeframe between peak and off-peak seasons, when it’s easier to find 
the best of both worlds: lower prices and plenty of things to see and do.
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Shop smart for gas
Just as you’ve likely noticed in your hometown, gas 

prices can fluctuate from one area to the next. When 
it’s time to fill up, avoid densely populated tourist 
areas where prices tend to be higher. There are also 
several smartphone apps that can help identify the 
best prices in your immediate vicinity.

Leverage rewards programs
Whether it’s a retail shopping card or an incentive 

program on your credit line, take maximum advantage 
of your available rewards to help defray travel costs. 
Cash in points to earn credit on essentials like gas, 
hotel costs and more, depending on your program 
offerings.

Practice fuel-efficient driving
If weather allows, use the vents or windows to cool 

down rather than the air conditioner. Make sure tires 
are properly inflated. Try to limit abrupt changes in 
speed with hard accelerations and braking, and use 
cruise control when traffic conditions allow.

Eat on the cheap
Do your research ahead of time to find deals at 

restaurants on your route. Look for “kids eat free” 
deals and other specials. Also take advantage of the 
free meals offered at many hotel chains, such as hot 
breakfast buffets.

Comparison shop
If you can pinpoint where you’ll be each night of 

your trip, you can compare hotel rates ahead of time. 
Not only can you get a better deal, you’ll avoid the risk 
of bouncing from one lobby to the next in search of 
vacancies.

Enjoy simple pursuits
Entertainment doesn’t have to be expensive to be 

enjoyable. Skip the pricey amusement parks in lieu of a 
scenic hike or a new experience like zip lining. Nation-
al parks and historical sites offer plenty of low-cost 
adventure for families of all ages.

Pack your snacks
Particularly if you’re traveling with small children, 

there’s no way to avoid frequent stops for restroom 
breaks and burning off some energy. Outfitting the 
whole family with a drink and snack at every stop can 
quickly add up. Instead, carry a supply of treats and 
drinks in a cooler, if there’s room, so you can refresh 
and recharge but skip the added expenses.

Find more tips for travel and other family-friendly ac-
tivities at eLivingToday.com.
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Summer Cooking Camps
Different Theme Camps Running Weekly, AGES 4-16

512-799-8301 • info@txkidskitchen.com • txkidskitchen.com

Birthday PartiesCooking Classes Holiday Workshops

VOLLEYBALL 
CLINICS & CAMPS
• All Skills Camps
• Advanced Skills Camps
• Hitters Camp
• Setter/Defense Camp

BASKETBALL
CAMPS
• Hoops 101 Day
• Centex Attack

512-686-0448 | PAC-TX.com
8220 183A Toll Road, Leander, TX 78641

Welcome To The PAC
The Premier Athletic Complex

Athletes can play, train, and compete with other athletes of all 
skill levels in a fun & safe family friendly environment.

• All camps available for
  Spring Break and every
  week in the summer!

Our goal is for every camper to be equipped, 
enriched, and empowered with life lessons and the 
tools they need to positively impact the world around 
them. Our weekly themed programs include:
 
• Field Trips
• Pool Days
• Cooking Projects
• Arts & Crafts

2121 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park
512-250-1369 | SummitEagles.org

Summit Christian Academy

…where kids have fun just being kids!

Spring Break and Summer 
Riding Camps
 Children learn to groom, handle 
and ride horses in a fun, relaxed 
environment.

12400 Wire Road, Leander
512-484-8480

www.HorsesERCT.org
Hearts
Therapeutic
Riding

Badgerdog Creative Writing Program

Summer Camp | Two-week camp that immerse young people in the 
art and magic of writing. Campers gain a new appreciation for writing, 
build skills and practice, and become published authors.

Spring Break Workshops | Each morning of Spring Break, we explore 
poems and stories and create our own. Third- through sixth-graders 
can join us for a single day, or the entire week. This is a great mini 
writing vacation!

Book Crush | Kids and teens spend a week dissecting, celebrating, 
and puzzling through a selected novel. We go beyond the typical book 
club and use what we read as a source of inspiration, learning, and 
discovery.

www.austinlibrary.org
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2009 - 2016

SUMMER & SPRING Break Camps

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS • ASSEMBLIES • BIRTHDAY PARTIES • WORKSHOPS
SPECIAL EVENTS  •  SPRING BREAK & SUMMER CAMPS• PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

512-892-1143

9 Different Camps to Choose From!
Rockets, Robots, Chemistry, Spies,
Grossology, Invention and More!

MAD SCIENCE OFFERS EXCITING: MAD SCIENCE OFFERS EXCITING: 

Fun and Hand-on Camps!

Locations All Over Town

Half-day & Full day Camps

 For Ages 4-12

austin.madscience.org

AFTER-SCHOOL
PROGRAM 2018

We operate as a state licensed 
daycare facility. The After-School 
Program is a structured learning 
environment in partnership with 

martial arts training that will 
challenge your children both 

mentally and physically.

8516 Anderson Mill Rd. Suite 100 | Austin , TX 78729

512-257-8552
benjohnson@aimandfocus.com | www.aimandfocus.com

Get a FREE 
Introductory Class!
If you’re interested in studying martial arts, take 
a free-of-charge “introductory class” to meet our 
instructors and tour our facility to make sure that it’s 
the right program for you.

Voted Best Day Care in 
Cedar Park & Leander 1. Shop Local with our 

advertisers!

2. Need a new job? 
     Find latest job listings in our 
classifi eds

3. Announcements. 
    Engagements, Weddings, 
Births, Obituaries

4. Police Reports. 
    Uh oh, who’s in trouble now?

5. Business. 
    News, Profi les, Closings, 
Changes, Developments

6. You’re craving a night 
out on the town. 
    Check out our weekly calendar 
of events.

7. School News,          
Honor Roll. 
    A message from the district’s 
superintendent

8. You’re dying to know 
who won the game. 
    We’ve got the local sports 
coverage.

9. Faith. 
    Where to worship and columns 
submitted by local pastors

10. In need of a plumber, 
electrician or realtor! 
      Find it in the classifi eds.

www.hillcountrynews.com
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A
s a result of the economic 
downturn that began 
in 2008, many families 
found themselves forgoing 

traditional vacations in favor of 
“staycations.” In such instances, families 
spent time away from work and school 
together but did not travel far, if at all.

While the economy has bounced 
back since the dawn of the staycation, 
many families are still choosing to 
stay at home in an effort to save 
money. Staycations might not seem 
as glamorous as traveling abroad or 
as relaxing as spending a week in an 
oceanfront resort or condominium, but 
there are ways for families to make 
staycations more fun and seem like a 
true departure from everyday life.

• Experiment with new cuisine. One 
of the joys of travel is the opportunity 
to dine out and experience cuisine 
native to particular locales. But families 
don’t need to travel abroad to enjoy 
this particular benefit of traveling. The 
internet is home to a wealth of recipes 
from countries far and wide. Parents and 
their kids can choose recipes online and 
prepare meals from a different country 
each night, or pick a “country or region 
of the week” and prepare a different 
dish native to that area each night. 
This provides a great departure from 

ordinary family dinners and can make 
for a fun activity for the whole family.

• Camp out. Straying from the norm, 
even when staying at home, can make 
staycations seem more like a vacation 
than merely a week away from school 
or the office. Parents who want to add 
a dash of adventure to their families’ 

staycations can set up tents in the 
backyard and sleep under the stars or 
seek out local campsites that are free 
or relatively inexpensive. Tell stories 
around a backyard firepit when staying 
at home to provide a more authentic 
camping experience for everyone.

• Take in local culture. Rather than 

spending the week lounging around the 
house or the backyard pool, families 
can explore the cultural opportunities in 
their towns or cities. Busy families tend 
to take such opportunities for granted 
when they get caught up in the daily 
grind, and exploring local history and 
artistic opportunities in the same way 
you would when traveling can provide 
a sense of excitement similar to that 
experienced during more traditional 
vacations. Visit a local zoo, take in a 
performance at a local theater company 
or take a guided historical tour of an 
area of your hometown or a nearby city.

• Indulge in an extraordinary 
activity. While families typically choose 
staycations to save money, forgetting 
the budget to enjoy one extraordinary 
activity can make a staycation more 
fun and memorable. Spend one day 
during the staycation doing something 
the family would not ordinarily do, be 
it visiting an all-day amusement park, 
taking a helicopter tour of a nearby city 
or going to a ballgame. Such a break 
from the norm, even if it’s only for a 
single night, can make staycations feel 
more like vacations.

Staycations have become an economic 
necessity for many families, and there 
are many ways for parents to make such 
times as enjoyable and unique as more 
traditional vacations.

How families can make 
staycations more unique

9th Annual Summer Writing Camps
 for Young Authors!

Crystal Challenges

512-249-0002
CrystalChallenges.com

• 3 Field Trips per Week!
• Daily FUN Math & Reading! 
• Art, Face Paint, Science, Magic!
• Friday Swimming!

Parents Love the Bene ts! 
Kids Love the Fun!

C

• Friday Swim
Parents 

Kids

FREE REGISTRATION

$ 75 VALUE

ge

Experimenting in the kitchen during a staycation can give families the feeling of dining out that they enjoy 
on more traditional vacations.
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THE QUARRIES
11400 N Mopac Expy

Austin, TX 78759

Join us for an awesome summer at 
Quarries Camps! Every week, we’ll be 
having some crazy fun with our great 
camp staff and the coolest activities 
including:

s
Quarrie
Join us
Q arrie

512-241-0233 • QuarriesRec.org

• Rock Wall
• Jungle Gym
• Lake Activities
• Game Room

• Field Trips
• Bounce House
• Gaga Ball
• Sand Volleyball

The camp kids pick! THE Motorcycle camp in U.S.

“Come on Mom...Let me go!”
Girls & Boys:
Ages 8-15
Motorcycles & Gear provided
Most Riders - Beginners

IronHorseCountry.com
(512) 917-5733

The Kids’ Resort

Summer Dirt Bike Camp

Weekly Day Camp
& OVERNIGHT

REGISTER ONLINE 
NOW!

limited space
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ENJOY THESE 
SPRING SAVINGS!

$299
8 Crispy Livers or 

Gizzards, Gravy & Roll

Limit 2

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock 
& Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

$999
2 Value Meals

4 pc Tender Meal or 2 pc Chicken 
Value Meal

Limit 1

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock 
& Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

$250 OFF
Limit 1

#9 - 10pc Family Chicken 
Meal

10pc Mixed Chicken, 2 Family 
Sides & 5 Rolls

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock 
& Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

$349
Limit 1

#4 Chicken Tender Salad

Crispy Warm or Baked Chilled 
Chicken Salad, Roll & 32oz Drink

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock 
& Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

$1999
Limit 1

10 Tender Roll 
Sandwiches

2 Family Sides & Gallon of 
Bush’s Famous Tea

Only good at Cedar Park, Round 
Rock & Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

$199
Limit 1

10 Warm Rolls

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock 
& Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

$250 OFF
Limit 1

#11 - 8pc Chicken & 12pc 
Tender Family Meal

Family Gravy, 2 Family Sides 
& 10 Rolls

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock 
& Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

$250 OFF
Limit 1

#7 - 20pc Tender Family 
Meal

Family Gravy, 2 Family Sides 
& 5 Rolls

Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock 
& Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

32oz Tea FREE
OR

2 Gallons for $399 
Only good at Cedar Park, Round Rock 

& Austin Locations Exp 3/31/18

Sweet, Un-Sweet or Half-Half Tea




