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Harris County Commission-
er for Precinct 3 Steve Radack 
will not be seeking reelection in 
2020, he 
confirmed 
by phone 
on Friday. 
Radack said 
he would 
be leaving 
the position 
after more 
than 30 
years to try 
to get voters 
more energized and informed 
about issues facing the county.

“I plan on being involved 
in public service. For 46 of the 
last 50 years I’ve been involved 
in public service. Frankly, I’m 
going to be working hard to try to 
inform the voters of how critical a 
situation we have with the [Harris 
County] Commissioners Court.”

School districts such as Katy 
ISD need the commissioners 
court to create infrastructure that 
will lead to their success such as 
roads and solid law enforcement, 
Radack said. He also expressed 
concern regarding County Judge 
Lina Hidalgo and the rest of the 
commissioners court pulling 
about $4.8 million combined 
from Precinct 3 and Harris Coun-
ty Commissioner Jack Cagle’s 
Precinct 4 and giving those funds 
to Precincts 1 and 2 in August of 
this year for mobility projects. 

Radack and Cagle teamed up 
in October to block a quorum 
in the commissioners court and 
force a tax rate decrease, ac-
cording to county records. State 
law requires that at least four 
commissioners be present when 
a tax increase is being discussed. 
Radack and Cagle both missed 
the meeting in order to allow the 
law to push forward a tax rate 
decrease for the county. 

“[The other commissioners] 
tried to raise taxes as high as they 
could without requiring a vote 
by the people,” Radack said. “I 
saw people really concerned by 
the tax increase. We go into the 
year 2020 with Cagle and I doing 

Radack  
leaving 
county 
position
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By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Katy Area Retired Educators hosted Morton Ranch 
High School’s JaZZ’d show choir in their Dec. 11 
monthly meeting. The education retirees group is 
also moving forward with a book drive program and 
collecting money to distribute to Katy ISD seniors 
through its scholarship program.

“When I retired from Katy ISD, I wanted to still stay 
in touch with the students,” said KARE’s community 
service chair Jamie Wolman. “I was a mentor in the 
Keys mentor program for Katy ISD at the elementary 
level. Today, I had the pleasure of seeing one of the 
students I mentored, at the KARE meeting, as she sang 
in the Morton Ranch High School JaZZ’d Choir.”

The choir performed a variety of acapella holiday 
classics in different styles including “Baby it’s Cold 
Outside.” The choir was directed by David VanWyk.

KARE pushes for books and scholarships

COURTESY KARE

The JaZZ’d show choir from Morton Ranch High School provided entertainment at the Dec. 11 Katy Area Retired 
Educators monthly meeting. Retired teachers were excited to see former students singing in the choir and enjoyed a 
medley of Christmas classics.See KARE, page A5

UPGRADES
Katy ISD appoints 2 principals and approves bus initiatives
By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

The Katy ISD Board of Trustees 
passed two measures related to bus-
ing services at its Dec. 16 meeting. 
The board also appointed principals 
to head Fielder Elementary at 2100 
Greenway Village Drive, Katy and 
elementary #43 at 6631 Greenwood 
Orchard Drive, Katy.

 
A matter of principals

“It is an honor to be a principal in 
Katy ISD. It is an even bigger privi-
lege to have the opportunity to open 
a brand-new school. I look forward 
to connecting with the families in 
the elementary #43 community,” 
Euberta Lucas said. 

Lucas was appointed by unan-
imous vote to run elementary #43 
while Marc Kampwerth was ap-
pointed to head Fielder Elementary 
school. 

Lucas is leaving her job as princi-
pal of Creech elementary, a position 
she has held since 2010 according to 
a district press release. She has more 
than 20 years of experience as an 
educator, including a stint at Round 
Rock ISD as a fifth-grade teacher 
and time at Mayde Creek Ele-
mentary school in Katy ISD 
as a technology facilita-
tor and principal. 

“I will do my 
part to work 

hard and diligently as a team with 
parents, staff and students to create 
and nurture a learning atmosphere 
that exudes warmth, compassion 
and a growth mindset,” Lucas said.

Elementary #43 is the district’s 
newest campus. 

Kampwerth has nearly 20 years 
in the education field, according 
to the press release. He began his 
career teaching math, science and 
social studies in Cy-Fair and Lamar 
Consolidated ISDs. He later moved 
into administration and became 
assistant principal at Morton Ranch 
Elementary within Katy ISD. 

Kampwerth attended Southern 

Illinois University and received his 
bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education, according to the press 
release. He later went on to pursue a 
Master of Education in Educational 
Leadership from the University of 
Houston, Clear Lake. 

I will miss Morton Ranch Ele-
mentary, as we have built a wonder-
ful learning community,” Kampw-
erth said. “I am excited to start this 
new chapter in my career as a Fielder 
Falcon.” 

Rolling with initiatives
Bus initiatives included an agree-

ment with Safety Vision Mobile Vid-
eo Surveillance Solutions to equip 
every bus in the Katy ISD fleet with 
eight cameras, allowing the district 
to better monitor activities on and 
around buses. The bus has 330 regu-
lar education buses, 241 special edu-
cation buses and will be purchasing 
100 buses. The camera systems and 
new buses will be paid for using 2017 
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first time since 2008 and enjoyed 
its finest season since 1997. And 
Paetow, in just its second year of 
varsity Class 5A football, made the 
playoffs, producing a landmark 
win over perennial regional power 
Huntsville and more than doubling 
last season’s win total (eight to 
three).

“Anything you can experience 
helps make you better,” said Pae-
tow coach B.J. Gotte, whose team 
went 5-2 in a hotly-contested Dis-
trict 10-5A, Division II, featuring 
regional titans A&M Consolidated, 
Lamar Consolidated and Hunts-
ville. “This is another experience. 
We’re growing the program. This 
isn’t a one-year deal.”

In a testament to the district’s 
competitiveness, two of the four 

playoff spots in 19-6A remained 
open going into the final week of 
the regular season. If that wasn’t 
telling enough, all four of Katy 
ISD’s Class 6A playoff teams won 
a postseason game, as the district 
swept its friendly foes from Fort 
Bend ISD in the bi-district round.

Mayde Creek beat Fort Bend 
Bush for its first playoff win since 
1997 before falling to regional 
finalist Cypress Creek in the area 
round. Katy and Tompkins each 
won their area playoff games be-
fore falling in the regional semifi-
nals. Taylor beat Cypress Creek in 
its regional final before falling to 
Austin Westlake in the state semis.

Second-year Taylor coach Chad 
Simmons said the district was as 
level as it has been in 20 years, 
when he first started coaching as 
an assistant at Cinco Ranch High.

“Some of it is cyclical,” Sim-
mons said. “I’m not trying to give 
the company line, but you can 

talk to people outside of Katy 
and they’ll tell you how good the 
support is, at all campuses. People 
do things the right way here to 
help kids to grow, and when you 
do that and you try and teach kids 
to be more mature and more re-
sponsible and to learn life lessons 
through sports, then the byprod-
uct is success on the field. Our 
purpose is to grow kids. Our goal 
is to win. When you win, you have 
a better chance for kids to listen to 
you, and when kids listen to you, 
you have a better chance to win. It 
all goes together.”

A common theme among Katy 
ISD’s playoff teams this season was 
culture.

Katy, obviously, has it in spades 
thanks to a tradition-rich program 
boasting eight state champion-
ships. Taylor made the playoffs for 
the fifth time in six seasons and 
has reached another level under 
Simmons.

Mayde Creek found itself this 
season, embracing a “FAMILY” 
foundation and playing for each 
other under a creative, no-non-
sense coach in Mike Rabe. It’s no 
coincidence that that selflessness 
produced a season to remember 
for the Rams.

“I’m extremely proud of these 
guys, man,” Rabe said. “The effort 
they put in, the work they put in. 
You just see the football season 
as this time of the year, but it’s a 
12-month deal, and these guys 
committed to it and they did 
something that was special for 
our school.”

Tompkins coach Todd McVey’s 
whole program is built upon 
culture. “One percent better every 
day.” “Carrying your water.” “Play-
ing your 1/11th.” All testaments 
McVey, who was assistant athletic 
director at Katy ISD for nine years 
before taking over at Tompkins, 
has preached and emphasized 

since 2017, when the Falcons 
went 0-9 his initial year to 10-3 
last season and to a program-best 
11-2 record this year.

“Our administration is kid-
based,” McVey said. “Having been 
on both sides of this, academi-
cally, athletically and fine arts, 
they want all of those kids to have 
great success. They will provide 
the tools necessary, whether it’s 
a classroom teacher or classroom 
instrument that will help our kids 
be better. All of our programs are 
important here, and I think that’s 
what people miss sometimes. We 
went to the band contest with 
some of our captains, and our 
kids really enjoyed it. That feeling 
of support starts at the top with 
the superintendent and comes all 
the way down. We’re very blessed 
that we have an administration 
that understands our worlds, and 
I think that’s very beneficial for 
us.”

from page B1
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“It’s great to take a step for the future generation of Mus-
tangs,” senior running back Gavin Belue said. “Hopefully we 
can build something up like Katy. I feel like we built that if 
you have a brotherhood and you play your butt off for your 
teammate, you’ll never fail.”

Taylor graduates 32 seniors. Of the 22 players who started 
the state semifinal, only 10 graduate. Seniors like defensive 
back Lee Davis, running back CJ Tolbert, defensive end Mike 
Orechoneg, running back Marcus Grant, defensive end Shan-
non Johnson, punter Patric Talbot, offensive lineman Luke 
Sykes, defensive tackle Jahmai Edwards, defensive tackle 
Gregg Osaghae, Belue, Hay, Nowlin and many, many others 
will be missed. But their impact will linger.

“The seniors laid everything down and did a great job,” 
Jensen said. “They led us to where we are, and now we have 

to work harder. We came up short and we have to prepare 
and work even harder.”

That is the Mustangs’ next goal, their next purpose. Con-
sistency. No longer is making the playoffs good enough. They 
have proven capable of so much more, and they understand 
and embrace that responsibility.

“We have to sustain this,” Conner said. “Long playoff runs. 
Great chemistry, a true brotherhood. This is amazing. We 
made a lot of history and used that as motivation and fuel for 
the playoffs. We just came up short.”

Taylor junior Casey Shorter carries the ball during a game against Seven Lakes on Oct. 4 at Legacy Stadium.

Taylor junior Trevor Woods (43) brings down a Houston Memorial ballcarrier during their area playoff game Nov. 23 at Legacy Stadium.

from page B11
TAYLOR
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MUSTANGS FALL TO AUSTIN WESTLAKE IN STATE SEMIFINAL, SEE PAGE A6

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

After he had talked to his team following its Class 6A-Division II state semifinal loss to 
Austin Westlake on Dec. 14, with applause and tears parading from a solemn but not defeated 
locker room, Taylor High coach Chad Simmons offered perspective.

Fitting, since perspective is what his team had all season during a historic run into 
mid-December. Not once did players waver or hang their heads through adversity that includ-
ed a tough regular season, injuries, and an even more difficult season finale.

Players talked often about being disrespected. They saw the scoffs and doubts from outsid-
ers on social media. They even heard it directly from people they talked to.

They knew how much talent and heart they had, even when others didn’t.
“It didn’t the end the way we wanted it to end,” Simmons said in the quiet bowels of Mc-

Lane Stadium after the 63-3 setback. “I thought it’d be more competitive than what it was. You 
start with 64 teams in the (playoff) bracket, and 63 end with a locker room like ours.

“However, we made some firsts for our school and finished a season for us by a pretty large 
margin. We started a legacy.”

In making the playoffs for the fifth time in six seasons, the Mustangs accomplished the 
following:

• Senior safety Braden Hay set the program career mark for interceptions.
• Junior quarterback J. Jensen III set the program single-game mark for passing yards in 

a game.
• Junior running back Casey Shorter set the program single-game mark for rush-

ing touchdowns in a game.
• Junior safety Trevor Woods had four interceptions returned for touchdowns, 

including three in the playoffs.
• Taylor won its first regional championship in surpassing the regional 

semifinals for the first time in program history.
“We built something that will last for a while at Taylor,” junior offen-

sive lineman Hayden Conner said. “The brotherhood and the winning, I 
think those things stay.”

It was certainly an inauspicious start to the season for the Mustangs, 
though.

Taylor went 5-5 during the regular season, was outscored 319-261 over 
that span and needed help the final week to get into the playoffs.

But once the Mustangs got there, they flipped a switch.
The Mustangs topped 8-2 Fort Bend Elkins, 51-41, in the bi-district round; nipped 7-4 

Houston Memorial, 21-14, in the area round; took care of 10-2 Humble in the regional semifi-
nal, 35-14; and walloped 9-4 Cypress Creek in the regional final, 58-20.

Taylor’s six losses this season were to Atascocita (12-2, 6A-D1 regional finalist), Dickinson 
(10-2, 6A-D1 area finalist), Mayde Creek (9-3, 6A-D2 area finalist), Tompkins (11-2, 6A-D1 
regional semifinalist), Katy (12-1, 6A-D1 regional semifinalist), and Westlake (14-1, 6A-D2 
state finalist).

The defense was the Mustangs’ identity, led by Woods, Hay, linebacker Martin Nowlin and 
defensive end Marcus Daniels, and the offense was as balanced as it has been in quite a while. 
Taylor’s ability to throw the ball, and not rely exclusively on its run game, was a game-changer.

In the end, however, Taylor ran up against a buzz saw in Westlake. The Chaparrals were a 
team many projected would get that far, whereas Taylor was the surprise story of the playoffs 
as the only team in the state that placed fourth in its district to make it to the state semifinals.

Mustangs produce a season for the record books
MAKING HISTORY

“It’s great to take a step for the future 
generation of Mustangs. Hopefully 
we can build something up like Katy. 
I feel like we built that if you have a 
brotherhood and you play your butt off 
for your teammate, you’ll never fail.”
— SENIOR RUNNING BACK GAVIN BELUE

See TAYLOR, page B12

A LOOK BACK AT THE MUSTANGS
2019 record: 9-6, Class 6A-Division II state semifinalist
District 19-6A finish: 3-3, 4th
Top Passer: Jr. QB J. Jensen III 104-198-10 passing, 1,358 
yards, 10 TDs
Top Rusher: Jr. RB Casey Shorter 162 carries, 968 yards, 11 TDs
Top Receiver: Sr. WR Griffin Dougherty 37 catches, 562 yards, 
3 TDs
Top Defensive Player: Jr. S Trevor Woods 9.9 tackles per 
game, 7 sacks, INT
*Stats are for regular season

Junior quarterback 
J Jensen III
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After misfiring on six of nine pass attempts to go along 
with an interception in the first half, Milroe completed 11 
of 24 passes for 236 yards and two touchdowns to junior 
running back Marquis Shoulders in the second.

The defense also played considerably better, forcing 
three takeaways after halftime. Senior defensive back Jesse 
Jensen and junior linebacker Kobee Madriz recovered fum-
bles, and Huerter intercepted Matthews.

“When bad things happen, how are you going to 
respond? The coaches did a great job with adjustments, but 
the kids came out and played for each other, and that was 
the adjustment,” McVey said.

The Falcons made things interesting with some nice 
trickery when Milroe caught a seven-yard  scoring pass from 
receiver Gabe Atkin with 10:42 left in the game. But that was 
the final score of the evening as the Eagles were able to hold 
off the Falcons.

“We knew what they were going to do,” Huerter said. “It 
was just about execution. We tried different things, but it 
just didn’t go in our favor.”

from page B10
TOMPKINS

Tompkins senior R.J. Smith 
carries the ball during a 
game against Taylor on 
Oct. 25 at Rhodes Stadium.

Tompkins junior Tunmise 
Adeleye (94) pursues a Mayde 
Creek ballcarrier during their 
game Oct. 18 at Rhodes Stadium.



“It was the buy-in. As I tell them, it’s their 
program. They get out of it what they put into 
it. Their investment, leadership, how they did 
it the right way … they were big brothers, 
encouraging the other guys when things were 
hard. They set the tone, and I hope it continues 
with its consistency and doing what we do.”
— THIRD-YEAR COACH TODD MCVEY

BITTERSWEET
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

T he 2019 season produced the second 
straight regional semifinal appearance 
for Tompkins, a remarkable achievement 

considering the Falcons went 0-9 in 2017.
But in bittersweet fashion, it also marked the end 

of the careers for 30 foundation-setting seniors, like star 
running back R.J. Smith and two-year captain Hayden Burke, 
among others.

It was this senior class that will leave a lasting legacy. The Falcons 
have won 21 games the last two seasons, and 2019’s 11 wins were a pro-
gram-best.

“It was the buy-in,” third-year coach Todd McVey said of his seniors. “As I tell them, it’s 
their program. They get out of it what they put into it. Their investment, leadership, how they 
did it the right way … they were big brothers, encouraging the other guys when things were hard. 
They set the tone, and I hope it continues with its consistency and doing what we do.”

McVey credited the sweat equity his seniors put in. They acknowledged that.
“This means a lot to me, as far as setting a bar for the younger kids to go accomplish and be 

better,” said Smith, who finished his career as the Falcons’ all-time leader in rushing yards and 
touchdowns. “This season didn’t end the way we wanted it to, but I still feel like we did well.”

They did, junior defensive back Colby Huerter attested. It won’t be forgotten.
“We owe it all to the seniors,” Huerter said. “Nobody in the country is better than our seniors. 

They turned an 0-9 team into a successful, well-run machine. I owe it all to them, and I will remem-
ber this for next year.”

All season long, Tompkins was successful defending the pass. Despite that, however, the Fal-
cons’ defense was no match for Atascocita’s explosive, versatile passing game in their 42-24 Class 
6A-Division I regional semifinal loss on Nov. 30 at NRG Stadium. Eagles senior quarterback Brice 
Matthews sliced and diced the Tompkins secondary and threw for 390 yards and three touch-
downs.

Matthews completed 32 of 43 passes (74.4 percent), was hardly pressured thanks to quick re-
leases and dominant offensive line play, and threw passes to six different receivers, showcasing 
Atascocita’s ridiculous wealth of perimeter playmakers.

“They have a lot of playmakers, a lot of size,” Tompkins senior defensive back Pryce Powell 
said. “We didn’t play our best, but they have a lot of weapons, and credit to them for that.”

Tompkins entered the game allowing just 167 passing yards per game in the playoffs, 
and just 103.6 in all for the season. Still, the Falcons could hardly stay with Eagles re-
ceivers like 6-foot-3 junior Landen King, 6-4 senior Dylan Robinson (seven catches, 94 
yards) and 6-2 sophomore Keith Wheeler (six catches, 68 yards).

A telling stat: King had the most productive day of the bunch with 174 yards and a 
touchdown on 14 catches, but he is No. 3 on the Atascocita depth chart behind Hous-
ton verbal commit Robinson and 6-4 senior and Louisiana Tech verbal commit Darius 
Edmonds (two catches, 18 yards).

Atascocita used the strength of 254 passing yards in the first half for a 35-3 half-
time advantage that was too much for Tompkins to overcome.

“It was a great challenge for our defense, and we were up for it,” McVey said. “We 
had some things we didn’t do well that we fixed in the second half. We saw things 
quicker and just responded well overall.

“We ran out of time, more than anything else.”
Indeed, Tompkins never quit, another signature of the culture the seniors 

helped build.
The Falcons outscored the Eagles 21-7 in the second half as junior quarterback and 

Texas verbal commit Jalen Milroe found his groove.

Seniors leave 
lasting legacy 
for surging 
Tompkins

A LOOK BACK AT THE FALCONS
2019 record: 11-2, Class 6A-Division I regional semifinalist
District 19-6A finish: 5-1, 2nd
Top Passer: Jr. QB Jalen Milroe 94-141-2 passing, 1,991 yards, 23 TDs
Top Rusher: Sr. RB R.J. Smith 153 carries, 1,041 yards, 21 TDs
Top Receiver: Sr. WR Gabe Atkin 23 catches, 652 yards, 5 TDs
Top Defensive Player: Jr. DE Tunmise Adeleye 7 tackles for a loss, 3.0 sacks, 1 INT
*Stats are for regular season

Junior quarterback 
Jalen Milroe

See TOMPKINS, page B10
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the first half on a scoring pass to Steven Stiles against busted 
coverage.

Otherwise, the Tigers managed just 4.1 yards per pass 
attempt.

“Stopping the running game like they did really put us 
behind the eight-ball,” Joseph said.

Katy only managed three carries greater than 10 yards, 
and not coincidentally, they came on the only touchdown 

drive by the offense in the second half.
“Their fits, the way they flowed. They were just there,” said 

Jalen Davis, who totaled 44 yards on eight carries. “You could 
tell they studied. That was good coaching on the defensive 
side.”

While senior starting running back Ron Hoff, who 
sprained his ankle early in the bi-district playoff win 
against Ridge Point and returned for just 10 carries in a limited 
appearance against North Shore, graduates following a breakout 
season that saw him catch the eye of NCAA Division I programs, 
Jalen Davis and fellow junior backup Sherman Smith return next 
year for Katy.

Smith, too, suffered an ankle injury early in the first quarter 

of the Ridge Point game like Hoff, but did return to the field in 
a limited role against North Shore. Jalen Davis, who totaled 365 
yards and three touchdowns on 68 carries in the postseason, said 
he wants to bring a leadership role next season and predicted this 
offseason will be his best yet as far as strength and conditioning.

“I learned to step up and how to handle adversity,” Jalen 
Davis said. “I learned how hesitation can hurt you; just take 
it and run. Go. Know what you’re doing, play hard and trust 
God’s plan and we’ll be good.”

The Tigers, who lost two senior starting offensive linemen 
to injury late during the regular season, will graduate seven of 
the offensive players who started the North Shore game and 
six of the players who started on defense.

from page B6
TIGERS

Katy High senior Bryan Massey runs the kickoff back to score a touchdown during a regional semifinal playoff game against North Shore on Nov. 29 at NRG Stadium.

Katy High senior Jordan Patrick runs after a catch during an area playoff game against Cy-Fair on Nov. 22 at Tully Stadium.
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

K aty was great. Terrific, even. On most nights, thirty-five points and only three 
penalties to no turnovers would be enough to beat anybody, even within 
the hellacious gauntlet of elite teams disguised as the Class 6A-Division I 

regional semifinals.
But North Shore’s Dematrius Davis was simply better.
The junior quarterback and Virginia Tech verbal commit produced six 

touchdowns and 317 total yards in leading defending state champion 
North Shore to a 56-35 win over the Tigers on Nov. 29 at NRG Stadium.

“We had a guy there for him on every play,” Katy coach Gary Joseph 
said. “We had other guys responsible for doing things, too … We were 
about a step off on everything we did. We were there, we hit him several 
times, but we just didn’t get him on the ground. Credit to him.”

The Tigers finished a season with legitimate state-championship 
hopes at 12-1 overall, ranked No. 8 in the nation and No. 2 in the state 
in Class 6A throughout most of the season. Katy fell to North Shore for 
the second straight year in the regional semifinals, and for the third 
time in four years in the playoffs overall.

In the last four seasons, Katy has lost just seven times. North Shore is 
responsible for four of those defeats.

“We have to continue finding ways to get this done,” Joseph said.
The 6-foot, 195-pound Davis did not run the ball once during Katy’s 

24-21 season-opening win over North Shore in late August. In round 2 
this season versus the Tigers, he absolutely dominated with his legs.

Davis carried the ball 21 times for 283 yards and three 
touchdowns. He averaged 13.5 yards per carry, and scored on runs 
of 40, 30 and 1 yards.

For good measure, Davis showed off his arm, too, completing 8 
of 12 passes for 134 yards and three touchdowns of 25, 48 and 11 
yards.

North Shore led 35-21 at halftime and extended that to 42-21 
on Davis’ 30-yard run less than three minutes into the second 
half.

But the Tigers made a memorable rally to climb within a 
touchdown at 42-35 with 3:21 left in the third quarter.

Junior running back Jalen Davis scored on a 10-yard run. On 
the ensuing North Shore punt, kicker John Villalobos attempted an 
ill-advised punt after a high snap deep in North Shore territory that fell 
right into the arms of Katy senior defensive back Daylin Johnson, who 
took a couple steps into the end zone for the Tigers’ second special 
teams touchdown in the game.

But that was as close as Katy got. Davis found Charles King on an 
11-yard scoring strike with 53 seconds left in the third quarter, and 
then capped the scoring on a 1-yard plunge with 7:19 left in the game.

Offensively, the Tigers finished with just 79 yards on 24 carries, well 
off their season average of 204 rushing yards per game and good for 
only 3.3 yards per tote.

“We have to be able to establish something running-game wise, and 
we just didn’t do it,” said Joseph, who reconfigured his starting offensive 
line for the second straight playoff game. “We have to find a way to be more 
physical up front. North Shore did a better job than we did.”

Katy was forced to pass 17 times, completing nine. Junior quarterback 
Bronson McClelland had 138 passing yards, but 72 of those came early in 

STELLAR SEASON
Katy’s 1-loss campaign 
ends in heartbreak

A LOOK BACK AT THE TIGERS
2019 record: 12-1, Class 6A-Division I regional semifinalist
District 19-6A finish: 6-0, 1st
Top Passer: Jr. QB Bronson McClelland 68-120-4 passing, 1,214 yards, 15 TDs
Top Rusher: Sr. RB Ron Hoff 216 carries, 1,451 yards, 16 TDs
Top Receiver: Sr. WR Jordan Patrick 31 catches, 634 yards, 6 TDs
Top Defensive Player: Sr. LB Jaylen Phillips 44 total tackles, 7 tackles for loss, 5 sacks, 1 fumble recovery
*Stats are for regular season

See TIGERS, page B7

Senior running 
back Ron Hoff

“We have to be able to establish something running-game  
wise, and we just didn’t do it. We have to find a way to be more  

physical up front. North Shore did a better job than we did.”
— KATY COACH GARY JOSEPH

ANOTHER
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Mayde Creek senior Victor 
Holdman gets the stop on a 
Cypress Creek ballcarrier during 
their area playoff game Nov. 21 
at Pridgeon Stadium in Cypress.

The Rams’ nine wins this season were two 
more than the total number of wins they had 
over the previous four seasons.

“The playoffs have been a dream and a goal 
since junior high,” senior offensive lineman 
Curtis Stripling said. “This year, we really 
locked into just doing our job, everybody do-
ing their part. We understand that when that 
happens, good things will happen.”

The aforementioned culture Rabe imple-
mented since his first year at the helm in 2015 
has been vital.

Marcie Impastato, the gracious and spirited 
athletic secretary in her 10th year at Mayde 
Creek, said the discernible difference is togeth-
erness.

“Coach Rabe and the staff have created 
a culture of family,” Impastato said. “We are 
much more cohesive. The boys really care 
about each other, and that’s made all the dif-
ference in the world.”

Senior defensive lineman Victor Holdman 
agreed.

“All the other years, we had the talent but 
never really played together,” Holdman said. 
“This year we’re playing as a team.”

Another big reason for the season’s success 
was junior running back Julius Loughridge, 
who was District 19-6A’s second-leading 
rusher and finished with 1,587 yards and 15 
touchdowns.

Loughridge gave the Rams something they 
desperately lacked in previous years: a tough, 
hard-nosed go-to ballcarrier who can control 
game tempo and break down defenses with 
his strength and athleticism.

When Loughridge’s father moved during 
the offseason to coach at Mayde Creek, the son 
was given a choice to stay at Taylor High or go 
with dad.

For Loughridge, the decision was easy. 
Home was a block away from Mayde Creek, 
and Loughridge was intrigued about helping 
establish a winning culture for the football 
program.

He did that.
“I love it here, man. It’s fun,” Loughridge 

said. “These guys are my boys. My teammates 
trust me to make the right decision every time, 
so I’m going to go out there and play for them.”

Rabe, who calls Loughridge “a differ-
ence-maker,” said he’s never had a running 
back like Loughridge in his five years at the 
helm of the Rams. Generally, Mayde Creek 
backs have been small, speedy guys who oper-
ate best on the perimeter in open space.

The 5-foot-11, 200-pound Loughridge is 
speedy—he runs a 4.4 40-yard dash—but pow-
erful, benching 350 pounds and squatting 600. 
He gives the Rams a back who can run inside 
the tackles, which opens things up on the 
outside as the game goes on.

“He’s a hard runner,” Stripling said. “You 
make a little hole, he’ll power though. He’s 
always getting positive yards.”

Loughridge is part of a dynamic returning 
class for Mayde Creek next season.

While Zolacha, Huery and wideout JaCoby 
Wilson will graduate, key components of 
their offense (versatile talent Donte Jones, 
Loughridge and wideout L’den Skinner) and 
defense (safety Joseph Kinyock, cornerback 
Lavonte Bishop and defensive lineman 
Gequan Faucette) were only juniors.

Sophomore running back/receiver Eddie 
Harrell also factors in as a potential primary 
playmaker.

ON A RAMPAGE
from page B4
RAMS

Mayde Creek senior 
Daniel Huery carries 
the ball during a bi-
district playoff game 
against Fort Bend 
Bush on Nov. 14 at 
Legacy Stadium.
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Junior running back 
Julius Loughridge

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

W hen Mayde Creek running back/receiver Daniel Huery and his Class of 2020 
peers stepped into the football fieldhouse as freshmen in August 2016, they 
were quickly introduced to a demanding, no-nonsense culture that coach Mike 

Rabe had initiated just a year earlier.
“With the summer programs and workouts, we had to show up early in the morn-

ings,” Huery said. “The workouts were tough, hard. Coach made sure nobody quit. 
Nobody slacked off. He made us hold each other accountable. He made sure we 
understand our responsibilities.”

It took time. Precious, trying time. But after totaling seven wins in the previous 
four seasons, Mayde Creek experienced a demonstrative breakthrough in 2019.

The season was one of the most successful in the program’s history, as the 
Rams made the playoffs for the first time since 2008 and enjoyed their finest sea-

son—9-3 overall—since 1997, when they went 10-2.
“The way they’ve handled the victories and the way they’ve handled defeats, as the 

season goes on you start to feel really comfortable with them, because it doesn’t affect 
them one way or the other,” coach Mike Rabe said of his team. “They play with a work-

man’s attitude in practice and do the same things over and over the right way. The 
moment is never too big for them.”

Mayde Creek beat Fort Bend Bush, 27-21, for its first playoff win since 1997 be-
fore falling to Cypress Creek, 35-14, in the area round of the playoffs.

“We wanted to be a playoff team,” Rabe said. “We felt like we had the potential to 
do that.”

Rams enjoy best  
season since 1997

Mayde Creek junior Donte Jones carries 
the ball during a game against Morton 
Ranch on Nov. 8 at Legacy Stadium.

A LOOK BACK AT 
THE RAMS

2019 record: 9-3, Class 
6A-Division II area finalist
District 19-6A finish: 4-2, 3rd
Top Passer: Sr. QB John 
Zalocha 48-91-3 passing, 780 
yards, 5 TDs
Top Rusher: Jr. RB Julius 
Loughridge 173 carries, 1,331 
yards, 13 TDs
Top Receiver: Sr. WR/RB 
Daniel Huery 20 catches, 
360 yards, 2 TDs
Top Defensive Player: 
Sr. DL Victor Holdman 
9.9 tackles per game, 
3.0 sacks, 1 INT
*Stats are for regular 
season

ON A RAMPAGE

See RAMS, page B5

“The playoffs have been a dream and a goal since 
junior high. This year, we really locked into just doing 
our job, everybody doing their part. We understand 
that when that happens, good things will happen.”

— SENIOR OFFENSIVE LINEMAN CURTIS STRIPLING



VillaSport Cinco Ranch

A CLUB LIKE NO OTHER

Opening Early 2020

VillaSport Athletic Club and Spa is the only place 

where fitness, family and community all come together. 

Opening early 2020, VillaSport will be the premier 

fitness resort destination in Cinco Ranch, combining 

quality and luxury to create a one-of-a-kind experience 

for every member of your family.

VillaSport members are treated to five-star service, 

sparkling clean facilities, unique programs and fun 

activities, all in a beautiful, welcoming environment 

where you’ll feel at home. Every day, something 

special happens at VillaSport...triumphs, friendships 

and amazing achievements are all part of your 

VillaSport experience every visit.

For more information, please stop by 

or call the Membership Office or visit 

villasport.com/cinco-ranch. 

9930 Gaston Road, Katy, TX 77494  |  346-322-2468  |  villasport.com/cinco-ranch
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

P aetow coach B.J. Gotte often reflected with his juniors and seniors this 2019 
season about how far they came.

In April of 2017, Gotte, who had been hired as head football 
coach and athletic coordinator at Paetow just four months before, sat with 
those then-freshmen and then-sophomores in a team meeting room at 
Morton Ranch High School, because Paetow’s campus was still under 
construction.

Gotte outlined goals and expectations for the student-athletes who would 
be going to Paetow, which is made up of kids from Morton Ranch High 
and Katy High.

That meeting set in motion a methodical, if at times tenuous, 
process of building a program from scratch, initiated with a 
successful junior varsity season in 2017 and last year’s inaugural 
season of varsity football that produced a 3-7 record.

Fast forward to Oct. 26, 2019, in varsity game No. 18 for 
the Panthers, and the feeling was “unbelievable,” junior 
fullback Randle Kelley said.

“From way back when we started, from last year 3-7, 
to now … the feeling is crazy,” Kelley said. “So much hard 
work. Mat room, weight room. Everybody buying in to 
what we want to accomplish. This is the result.”

Playoffs.
That Saturday October early afternoon will live on 

forever for Paetow, which punched its ticket to the 
postseason for the first time, upending regional power 
Huntsville, 25-14, at Rhodes Stadium.

The Panthers went on to finish the season 8-3, falling 
to Whitehouse in the first round of the playoffs. Still, 
the stinging finish did not take away from what was a 
historic campaign.

“I’m so happy for these kids, for these coaches,” 
Gotte said. “They get to see the success from trusting 
in the process. Anything you can experience helps 
make you better.”

The Panthers harped all season that experience is 
what made the difference.

“This team is night-and-day different in a lot 
of things,” Gotte said. “Obviously, we’re more 
experienced. We’ve grown up. We’re more talented. 
We have senior leadership. We’ve got guys who have 
been through competitive, physical situations before, 
which they hadn’t until this year.”

After last season, Gotte sought two things he felt his team 
desperately needed: toughness and explosiveness.

In a pair of quiet late winter transfers, senior Jonathan Jolly from Katy High and junior 
Damon Bankston from Morton Ranch, the Panthers’ concerns were suddenly addressed.

Jolly and Bankston were game-changers for Paetow. 
Jolly had 1,404 rushing yards and 13 touchdowns this season. Bankston had 1,097 

yards and eight touchdowns to go with 386 receiving yards and four more touchdowns.
“That’s why I came over here,” Bankston said. “I feel I could really use my talent. I’m 

using my speed more. I’m trusting blocks better. I’m being lined up in the slot more 
instead of just running back. It’s fun.”

Along with senior linebacker/defensive end D.J. Mourning, another transfer 
from Morton Ranch who averaged 6.8 tackles per game to go with 10 tackles for a 
loss, seven sacks, three fumble recoveries and a fumble caused, that provided 
a dominant core for Paetow on both sides of the ball, ideal for Gotte’s ball-
control, defense-oriented ways.

Gotte, who was the offensive coordinator at Katy High from 2012-2016, said 
Mourning was “one of the best defensive players I’ve been around as a coach.”

“He is a football nut,” Gotte said. “There’s kids that do this because they’re 
good or they like the attention or whatever reason. He does it because he 
enjoys the game. He’s a dude that lives in the fieldhouse. He doesn’t have 
any hobbies. Football is his deal.”

Gotte brought a lot of the same principles and way of doing things that 
he saw while at Katy.

The offensive and defensive schemes are very similar. As far as a culture, 
it’s practically the same, from how the Panthers practice to how they 
warm-up prior to games to how they conduct themselves overall.

Players credited the coaches for the season. Coaches credited 
players for the buy-in.

“They put us through a hard offseason,” senior receiver 
Johnathan Baker said. “We worked our butts off in the offseason, 
and I’m just happy to see it all pay off. We know we’re not a 3-7 
program. The expectation since last November was to make the 
playoffs. That was the ultimate goal. That work, that mindset to get 
what we wanted … it let us have success.”

Paetow shows mettle in 2nd year of varsity

BREAKOUT YEAR
A LOOK BACK AT THE 

PANTHERS
2019 record: 8-3, Class 5A-Division II bi-
district finalist
District 10-5A, Division II finish: 5-2, 3rd
Top Passer: So. QB Channing Dumas Jr. 
80-141-4 passing, 1,109 yards, 22 TDs
Top Rusher: Sr. RB Jonathan Jolly 159 
carries, 1,386 yards, 13 TDs
Top Receiver: Sr. WR Johnathan Baker 30 
catches, 496 yards, 14 TDs
Top Defensive Player: Sr. LB/DL D.J. 
Mourning 6.8 tackles per game, 10 
tackles for a loss, 7.0 sacks, 3 fumble 
recoveries, 1 fumble recovery, 1 INT
*Stats are for regular season

Paetow junior Damon Bankston 
carries the ball during a game 
against Huntsville on Oct. 27 at 
Rhodes Stadium.

Senior linebacker D.J. Mourning
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Call Today!
281-394-0031

Thankful for our
wonderful customers. 

Here’s $50 to put toward a heating repair or check up, or plumbing
repair during the months of November and December.

Cannot be combined with other off ers

TACLA11315E

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

F or the first time since 2008, Katy ISD had three football 
teams in the regional semifinals. For the third time in 
the last four years, the district had a representative in 

the state semifinals.
In some ways, this 2019 season was typical for the all-

Katy 19-6A district. Katy High won its 11th consecutive 
undefeated district championship. Tompkins, for the second 

straight season, finished second in the district and gave the 
vaunted Tigers a run for their money in a thrilling 35-30 Katy 
win on Oct. 3, the closest the Tigers have been challenged in 
a district game since 2013 against Seven Lakes.

“There’s been tests the whole way,” Katy coach Gary 
Joseph said. “We’ve had some really good football teams 
that have played very well. You have to be ready to play, and 
not just that but play your best. You don’t take anything or 
anyone for granted. There’s too good of talent around here 
and too good of coaches to not do that.”

In other ways, however, the season was atypical for the 
district.

Taylor High was the last team standing in Katy ISD, 
making a mesmerizing run to the state semifinals after never 
having previously been past the regional semifinals in the 
school’s 40-year history. The Mustangs joined 2016 Cinco 
Ranch and 2017 Katy High as recent state semifinalists for 
the district. Mayde Creek secured a playoff berth for the 

MARK GOODMAN

Taylor defensive tackle Gregg Osaghae holds up five fingers to signal the Mustangs’ playoff advancement to the fifth round after Taylor won the Region III Class 6A-Division II title over Cypress Creek on Dec. 14 at NRG Stadium.

Taking a look back at Katy ISD playoff teams

TAYLOR-MADE

Katy ISD football experienced banner 2019 season
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in West Houston & Katy

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

Our nationally recognized specialists are 
finding new ways to outsmart cancer. 

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced treatments, 
our leading cancer care is available in West Houston and Katy.  
We offer personalized guidance and support, so you can focus  
on healing, surviving and thriving.

West Houston-Katy
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By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

KATY – Katy City Council 
approved the purchase of about 
1.2 acres of land near City Hall 
at its regular Dec. 9 meeting. The 
land, located in the 900 block 
of Avenue D in downtown Katy 
was purchased for $595,000.

“The property between City 
Hall and Thomas Park will be a 
great addition of greenspace for 
public use in the city of Katy,” 
said Katy Mayor Pro Tem Chris 
Harris. 

While an exact plan for the 
property has not been de-
termined yet, Harris said the 
property is generally expected to 
be an extension of neighboring 

Thomas Park. Additionally, he 
said the connectivity between 
the property and the renovat-
ed Old Town Katy area on the 
other side of City Hall from the 
property was an added bonus. 
Thomas Park is often over-
looked by residents and visitors 
because it is not visible from 
Avenue D, he said. Putting some 
street-front property into the 
park is something the city hopes 
might change that, he said. 

Strengthening the city’s parks 
is one of the council’s top priori-
ties, Harris said.

“There are many beautiful 
large trees, and I am proud this 
space will be used for many 
generations in the future,” Harris 
said.

Katy purchases park land on Ave. D

COURTESY CHRIS HARRIS

The newly-purchased park land comes with abundant trees and an easy view of Katy’s 
City Hall. 

SOURCE GOOGLE AND LOOPNET

The Loopnet real estate website shows the area highlighted in 
yellow as the property purchased by the city of Katy. The site 
includes several trees and offers direct access to Avenue D for park-
goers. The city will likely use this property to expand neighboring 
Thomas Park.
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Devotional Page This devotional page and directory is made possible 
by these businesses who encourage all of us to 
attend worship services. For more information, see 
our Church Directory Online at www.katytimes.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY
2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & 

ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-

3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 
281-712-1492                                     

WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-

3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. CHRISTOPHER R. DUNCAN

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD 
281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD 
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED 

METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD

281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW

281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION

281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR                     

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, 
PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D

281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD

281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., 

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD. 
281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS  

WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)

281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF 
KATY

DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN

6035 S. FRY RD.
REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN

1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Believe

The Katy Times
Directory ofLocal Churches

& Houses of Worship

713-429-4408
Appliances Made Perfect

Appliance Repair
All Makes and Models

BBB A+ Rating

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

3 Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

BAKER’S BOOKS
Open Wed-Fri:  3-6PM; Sat: 10AM-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy, TX  77450 (by Landry’s)
New Book To Be Launched in 2019:

Jim Baker’s Unified Theory Of Everything
Will include “current Biblically-equivalent Story, 

2000 years A.D.”(ad revised: 10/25/2018)

ROOF LEAKING?

CALLEN ROOFING INC
“The Roofing Specialists”

281-391-8257

Call

281-391-8257 - callenroofing @callenroofing.com

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

1005 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

Residential & Commercial 
Flooring

              THECARPET EXCHANGE
281-391-6999

carpetexchange@consolidated.net

KATY

www.xpernet.com
Your Computer Help Expert

• Printing/Copies
• Office Supplies
• Fax Service

katyprinters.com • 281-391-7072
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Dudley Adams was born January 
12, 1932, in Houston, Texas to Freda 
Grace Schonewitz and Ernest Joseph 
Adams. He grew up 
in Houston, Texas 
and attended Sam 
Houston public 
schools. As a child, 
Dudley played in 
the Buffalo Bayou 
and at the YMCA. 
His family’s house 
was at the back near 
the Buffalo Stadium 
where his dad took 
him to see Dizzy 
Dean hit baseballs 
as the Houston 
Buffs, now known as 
the Houston Astros. 
He was a lifelong 
fan of the Houston 
Astros and enjoyed watching the 
games.

Dudley joined the United States 
Army in 1949, where he served 
three years in the Korean war. He 
later injured his hand due to the 
blowback of a hand grenade. He was 
sent to Okinawa, Japan for surgery 
and later recalled that the steaks 
were delicious. Dudley then went to 
a MASH unit for rehabilitation. He 
knitted and played pool and ping-
pong to help his hand recover its 
movement. Dudley was a forward 

observer in the 519th AAA Gun 
Battalion, 31st Brigade, 11th AAA 
Group, U.S. Army, where he received 

three Bronze Stars. 
During his time in 
Korea, he played 
cards with Bob Hope.

Later he 
returned home and 
attended classes 
at the University of 
Houston. In the early 
50’s, he met Fred 
Toffte at Industrial 
Tool and Die where 
he worked for 70 
years as a research 
and development 
engineer. Dudley 
had a very smart 
and inventive mind. 
He loved all his 

friends and coworkers and very much 
enjoyed going into work everyday. 

On September 10, 1963, in 
Lufkin, Texas, he married and loved 
Beverly June Greenhouse for a 
wonderful 56 years. They lived in 
Houston, Texas and later moved to 
Katy, Texas in 1976. 

Dudley passed away Sunday, 
December 8, 2019 at Katy Memorial 
Hermann Hospital at the age of 87 
years old.

He is survived by his wife of 56 
years, Beverly; his four daughters, 

Terri Arlene Whitman, Debbie 
Lee Churchill, Gina Yvette Adams, 
and Gayle Lea Adams; his only 
son Dudley Clinton Adams; 
ten grandchildren, 13 great 
grandchildren, and numerous 
nieces and nephews; he is also 
survived by some of his very special 
friends, Greg Messina, Shelby Smith, 
Bill McClendon, and Elizabeth 
Barlow.

Dudley is proceeded in death by 
his parents; his brothers EJ, Freddie 
William, as well as his one sister 
Ernestine.

He always enjoyed fishing and 
would have decided to take his 
fishing pole and tackle box and go 
fish on the spur of the moment. He 
was an excellent pool player and 
enjoyed watching and playing golf. 
Dudley will be greatly missed by so 
many.

The family will receive friends at 
1:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 21, 
2019 at the Schmidt Funeral Home 
Chapel, located at 1508 East Avenue 
in Katy, Texas with Shelby Smith 
officiating.

To express condolences, please 
visit www.SchmidtFuneralHome.net

Funeral services held under the 
direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue ~ Katy, Texas  

77493  ~  (281) 391-2424

Virginia Theresa Radike 
was born on September 14, 
1938 to Ralph Lozano and 
Theresa Vargo Lozano in 
Port Huron, Michigan. She 
was a member of the Epiph-
any of the Lord Catholic 
Church in Katy and was a 
long-time blood donor in 
local drives. Virginia also 
enjoyed reading, but loved 
her family most of all. 

On December 11, 2019, 
Virginia Theresa Radike 
passed away in Houston, 
Texas at 81 years of age.

She is survived by her 
children, Michael Radike 
and his wife, Lisa, of Millers-
ville, Maryland, Susan Zim-
merman of Katy, Kristin Reid 
and her husband, Scott, of 
Katy, Steven Radike and his 
wife, Beth, of Houston, and 
Scott Radike of Eugene, Or-
egon; her 11 grandchildren; 
two great grandchildren; and 
her two sisters, Josephine 
Medlen of Michigan and 
Mary Anderson of Michigan.

Virginia was preceded in 
death by her husband, David 
Norwood Radike; one great 
grandchild; her brother; 
her sister; and her parents, 
Ralph and Theresa Lozano.

There will be a private 
inurnment at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to Juvenile 
Diabetes, www.jdrf.org, 
or to SIRE Therapeutic 
Horsemanship, www.sire-
htec.org.

To express condolences, 
please visit www.
SchmidtFuneralHome.net

Funeral services held 
under the direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1344 W. Grand Parkway 

South  ~  Katy, Texas  77494  
~  (281) 391-2424

DUDLEY ADAMS
1932-2019
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310-808-3412
Banessa@AmbrosiRealty.com

Turning Your Dreams Into An Address.
Closing Deals In Heels

Hablamos Español

Banessa Tafolla 
Ambrosi Realty

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

GRAND OPENING 
JANUARY 6, 2020

1855 Barker Cypress Road 
Houston, TX 77084

THEMAXChallenge.com 

979-464-5809

• Proven Fitness
• Simple Nutrition
• Support and Accountability
• Guaranteed 
 Results

Katy 12-19-19 - GO bullets indd.indd   1 12/6/19   8:58 AM

By JOLIE MCCULLOUGH
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

 A federal judge is allowing pris-
oners’ attorneys to dig deeper and 
find out who is responsible for the 
Texas prison system’s violation of 
a court order requiring that some 
inmates be housed in air condi-
tioning.

U.S. District Judge Keith Ellison 
ruled Wednesday in a lengthy 
lawsuit over prison heat conditions 
that inmates’ attorneys can further 
investigate the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice’s failures this 
summer to provide air condition-
ing for inmates protected by the 
suit — and agency officials’ previ-
ous denials of such failures.

This year’s violations were pre-
sented to Ellison after the depart-
ment settled the lawsuit in 2018 
and agreed to air condition one 
prison and provide inmates who 
had been housed in it with cooled 
beds even if they were moved to 
other units. That settlement fol-
lowed Ellison’s ruling that keeping 
vulnerable inmates in sweltering 
temperatures was cruel and un-
usual punishment.

“There is no dispute that 
Defendants violated the terms of 
the settlement agreement,” Ellison 
wrote in his ruling. “Additionally, 
Defendants have also admitted 
that they had previously made 
several serious misrepresentations 
to both [the inmates’ attorneys] 
and this Court.”

The judge did not decide 
whether he would hold TDCJ offi-
cials in contempt for the violations 
and declined to issue any fines for 
now. But the anger and exaspera-
tion Ellison often exhibited in his 
courtroom over prison officials’ 
noncompliance with the settle-
ment order and misrepresentation 
of prison conditions were still 
visible in his writing.

Not only did the state endanger 
inmates’ lives, he said, but it also 
prevented the discovery of the 
danger. Given the agency’s history 
of violations in this lawsuit and the 
inaccurate information officials 
presented to the court, Ellison 
wrote that the prison agency’s 
“promises that they will do better 
without intervention by this Court 
fall flat.”

The ruling sets the scene for fur-

ther action in a yearslong lawsuit 
that originated at the William Pack 
prison near College Station. In 
2014, several inmates at the prison 
sued the department for keeping 
them in uncooled housing where 
temperatures routinely surpass 100 
degrees. The Pack prison was one 
of about 75 Texas prison facilities 
that didn’t have air conditioning in 
housing areas at the time.

In 2017, Ellison ordered med-
ically vulnerable inmates at the 
prison to be placed in air condi-
tioned beds, and the next year, 
TDCJ and the inmates’ lawyers 
settled.

Ellison praised the agency for 
the settlement, but that sentiment 
disappeared this summer, when 
the judge threatened to jail TDCJ 
officials for potentially deadly 
violations of the order.

In July, the inmates told their 
attorneys that two prisons housing 
dozens of prisoners covered by 
the settlement had temperatures 
that exceeded what the court 
order allowed. The prisons are air 
conditioned, but they claimed the 
cooling units weren’t working. In 
one prison, TDCJ officials failed to 
report faulty cooling equipment 
to the attorneys, as the settlement 
requires, the ruling states. In 

the other, the Le Blanc prison in 
Beaumont, the agency falsely told 
the lawyers that temperatures were 
adequately cool.

When the lawyers continued to 
receive complaints from prisoners, 
they asked to inspect the unit, but 
TDCJ lawyers attempted to re-
schedule the inspection at the last 
minute. They said that the warden 
was out due to a family emergency 
and that senior TDCJ officials were 
out of town at a conference.

Both of those things were false, 
the agency has since admitted. A 
TDCJ lawyer said in September 
court hearings that the warden’s 
daughter had a nonemergency 
doctor’s appointment, and the 
conference had already ended.

In August, Ellison held an 
emergency hearing and demand-
ed the inspection take place as 
scheduled, and it was discovered 
that temperatures were much 
higher than the 88-degree heat 
index, which accounts for hu-
midity as well. That is the maxi-
mum temperature allowed by the 
settlement.

The inmates’ lawyers asked 
Ellison the next month to issue 
court sanctions for the viola-
tions, including hefty fines on the 
department. They claimed TDCJ 

officials lied to try to cover up the 
high temperatures and dangerous 
conditions and withheld informa-
tion.

There have since been multi-
ple hearings at which Ellison has 
slammed the agency’s conduct and 
ordered that the inmates immedi-
ately be placed in cooled housing. 
The agency’s executive director 
and a defendant in the lawsuit, 
Bryan Collier, has also appeared in 
the courtroom for questioning.

Collier admitted fault for the 
violations, absorbing admonish-
ments from the judge and harsh 
accusations from the inmates’ 
lawyers. He outlined a plan to 
move the inmates and new policies 
created to ensure future compli-
ance with the settlement, includ-
ing installing permanent tempera-
ture readers at all prisons with air 
conditioning. But it’s still unclear 
who is to blame for the violations 
and misrepresentations.

In Ellison’s ruling Wednesday, 
he said he would not impose fines 
on the agency at this point, since 
that is a cost to the taxpayers, not 
the individuals. But he said further 
discovery is necessary to figure out 
how the agency failed, who pro-
vided false information and how to 
ensure neither happens again.

“Despite numerous hearings, 
during which multiple witnesses 
testified, it is still unclear who 
is responsible for Defendants’ 
failure to abide by the settlement 
agreement,” he said. “None of 
Defendants’ witnesses were able 
to say who was responsible for the 
misrepresentations and mislead-
ing documents. … Responsibility 
was too easily pushed to unnamed 
mid-level TDCJ officials.”

The prisoners’ lawyers can now 
request more information from 
the agency on the violations and 
falsehoods and depose five TDCJ 
officials of their choice before 
requesting another hearing before 
Ellison. Ellison also allowed for the 
attorneys to collect market-rate 
fees from the agency for that work.

A TDCJ spokesman said he 
could not comment on pending 
litigation. Jeff Edwards, the lead 
lawyer for the plaintiffs, said those 
costs will likely be in the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars.

“We consider it a success be-
cause it allows us to find out who 
knew that they were violating the 
settlement agreement and who 
covered it up,” Edwards said. “It is 
step one in holding the real wrong-
doers accountable.”

SHELBY KNOWLES FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

About 75% of Texas’ more than 100 prison facilities don’t have air conditioning in all housing areas.

Prisons violated air conditioning order
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WORD AD RATE
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CLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed proposals for a 1.0 million Gallon Welded Steel 
Ground Storage Tank at Water Plant No. 7 will be 
received at City of Katy Municipal Building, 901 Avenue C, 
Katy, Texas 77493, until  2:30 p.m., Wednesday, January 
8, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a 
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without 
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal 
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the 
largest possible total bid, including consideration of 
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if 
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a 
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined 
in the Contract Documents.  Performance Bond, Payment 
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be 
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates 
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City 
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid 
documents for each project at the office of the Engineer, 
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 
77493, (281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash 
only in the amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & 
Leyendecker, Inc.  Bidder must telephone before coming to 
pick up plans.  Said amount will be refunded if the bid 
documents are returned in good condition within one 
(1) week of the date of bid.  Otherwise, no refunds will 
be made.  Additional sets may be purchased for $40.00.   
Subcontractors and Suppliers may purchase sets for $40.00 
which will not be refunded.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed proposals for the Goldeneye Storm Sewer Project   
will be received at City of Katy Municipal Building, 901 
Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493, until  2:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
January 8, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a 
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without 
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal 
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of 
the largest possible total bid, including consideration of 
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if 
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a 
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined 
in the Contract Documents.  Performance Bond, Payment 
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be 
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates 
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City 
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid 
documents for each project at the office of the Engineer, 
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 
77493, (281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash 
only in the amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & 
Leyendecker, Inc.  Bidder must telephone before coming 
to pick up plans.  Said amount will be refunded if the 
bid documents are returned in good condition within one 
(1) week of the date of bid.  Otherwise, no refunds will 
be made.  Additional sets may be purchased for $40.00.   
Subcontractors and Suppliers may purchase sets for $40.00 
which will not be refunded.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed proposals for a 500,000 Gallon Elevated Storage 
Tank at Water Plant No. 7 will be received at City of Katy 
Municipal Building, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493, until  
2:15 p.m., Wednesday, January 8, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a 
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without 
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal 
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the 
largest possible total bid, including consideration of 
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if 
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a 
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined 
in the Contract Documents.  Performance Bond, Payment 
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be 
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates 
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City 
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid 
documents for each project at the office of the Engineer, 
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 
77493, (281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash 
only in the amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & 
Leyendecker, Inc.  Bidder must telephone before coming to 
pick up plans.  Said amount will be refunded if the bid 
documents are returned in good condition within one 
(1) week of the date of bid.  Otherwise, no refunds will 
be made.  Additional sets may be purchased for $40.00.   
Subcontractors and Suppliers may purchase sets for $40.00 
which will not be refunded.

Call Today!
The Katy Times
281-391-3141 Here’s My Card

Tree ServicePainting Services

GLUECK TREE
& LAWN SERVICES
Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Lawn Care

Jacob Glueck
(979) 732-1320 jacobglueck@hotmail.com

COLOR OF 
LIFE

COMMERCIAL  
&  

RESIDENTIAL 
SPRAY PAINTING

DENY.PONCE.54

DENY-ESPANOL 
346-901-9593 

ADAN-ENGLISH 
832-902-5307 

NIDIA
832-960-2645 

F 

G

DENY-
346-

ADAN
832-9

N
832-9

713-429-4408
Appliances Made Perfect

Appliance Repair
All Makes and Models

BBB A+ Rating

Appliance Repair

ONLY 
$30

Week!

the only two items that are 
provided in exclusively new 
condition, she said. Chil-
dren’s sizes eight through 
14 for both boys and girls 
often run low, she said, as 
do small and medium men’s 
sizes which teenaged boys 
often wear. 

Crawford praised the 
community for assisting 
in gathering the jackets 
and other cold-weather 
gear necessary for the coat 
drive. 

“The community has 
been very generous in do-
nating. The Rotary Club was 
able to help us with some 
new coats through a pro-
gram that they work with 
and we even had the girls 
volley ball team at Mayde 

Creek Junior High con-
duct a coat drive and had 
about 150 coats that they 
collected for us,” Crawford 
said. “We have had a great 
response from all areas of 
our community.”

Barnes said she and her 
family are grateful for the 
community’s generosity.

“It means everything,” 
Barnes said. “We wouldn’t 
have the means to take care 
of this.”

Clothed by Faith volunteers and staff distributed about 600 coats and cold-weather clothing to community members who had signed up for their coat giveaway on Saturday, Dec. 14. The nonprofit has served about 15,000 community members so far this year, 
staff reported. 

from page A2
WINTER

PHOTOS BY R. HANS MILLER

Kara Barnes and her children stopped by the coat drive to pick up coats and clothing for cold weather for themselves and 
Barnes’ husband. Barnes said the coat drive event was a blessing for her family.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, 
or an intention or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

FOR RENT 
OR LEASE

RIVERSIDE TIRE CENTER
in Sealy is taking applications for the position of 

GENERAL SERVICE / 
TIRE TECHNICIAN

GREAT BENEFITS 
We off er:
• Competitive Pay
• Paid Vacation Days and Paid Holidays
• Health Insurance
• 401(k) Plan
Please apply in person.
RIVERSIDE TIRE CENTER
12450 FM 1458, Sealy
www.riversidetire.com

979-885-4009

MISC.

MEDICAL 
SERVICES

We have cozy 1 and 2 bedrooms 
available $850-1035 located at 708 Alabama St. 

Katy, Tx 77494 281-391-0026

ARE YOUR 
OVERWHELMED 
with calls from 
people you do 
not know???? 
FOR HELP UN-
DERSTANDING 
CHANGES TO ....
MEDICARE....
CALL:  PATRICIA

281-222-0208
-----

2000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fi replace, kitch-
en island, granite  
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-
1314.

-----

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

FIND US ON
TWITTER

@katytimessports

G R O W I N G 
LANDSCAPING 
COMPANY IN 
KATY LOOKING 
FOR PRODUC-
TION MANAGER 
WITH 5-7 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE.  
MUST BE BILIN-
GUAL, FAMILIAR 
WITH LARGE 
CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS, EX-
PERIENCE IN 
MANAGING 5-10 
CREWS, ABLE 
TO READ CON-
S T R U C T I O N 
PLANS AND 
RELATED JOB 
PAPERWORK.  
PLEASE CALL 
RICHARD AT 
281-615-5448 OR 
EMAIL RESUME 
TO HR@WOOD-
C R E E K L A N D -
SCAPE.COM.

-----

USE HAPPY 
JACK® TONE-
KOTE® to stop 
shedding and in-
sure a glossy win-
ter coat! At Tractor 
Supply. (www.
h a p p y j a c k i n c .
com).

-----

THE SALVATION 
ARMY DONA-
TION CENTER is 
now hiring!  Part-
time positions are 
now available at 
our new location in 
Katy! Please call 
(713)869-3551, 
extension 56845 
to schedule an in-
terview.

-----

Notice of Public Sale 
to satisfy a

landlord’s lien.
Sale to be held online at

www.storagetreasures.com.

Facility located at 21145 FM 529 
Cypress, TX 77433

Bidding will open at 10:00 am on 
December 23, 2019 and will conclude 
at 10:00 on December 27, 2019.

Seller has the right to withdraw the 
property at any time before the sale.
Clean up deposit required.

Vehicle sold as-is to the highest bidder.

Property includes the contents of 
the following tenant-
Cedric Tudmon
2017 Dodge Ram

3 BEDROOM, 
2 BATHROOM, 
3 CAR GA-
RAGE KATYL-
AND. FRESH-
LY PAINTED 
$ 1 5 0 0 . 0 0 
MONTH CALL 
713-518-3238.

-----

APPLICATION HAS BEEN
MADE WITH THE TEXAS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION FOR A
BEER RETAIL DEALER’S
OFF-PREMISE LICENSE, A 
WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE 
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE 
STORE TASTING PERMIT BY
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. 
D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING 
CORP. (STORE #768) LOCATED 
AT 1313 N FRY RD, KATY,
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS
77449. OFFICERS OF SAID
COMPANY ARE JOHN
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO;
MATTHEW W. ALLEN, VP;
WAYNE HAMILTON, VP;
ANDREA M. LAZENBY,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY;
DANIEL JOHN RICE,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN
MADE WITH THE TEXAS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION FOR A
BEER RETAIL DEALER’S
OFF-PREMISE LICENSE, A
WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE
STORE TASTING PERMIT BY
QUALITY LICENSING CORP.
D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING
CORP. (STORE #3226) LOCATED
AT 25108 MARKET PLACE DR,
KATY, FORT BEND COUNTY,
TEXAS 77494. OFFICERS OF
SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO;
MATTHEW W. ALLEN, VP;
WAYNE HAMILTON, VP;
ANDREA M. LAZENBY,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY; 
DANIEL JOHN RICE,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
MADE WITH THE TEXAS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION FOR A
BEER RETAIL DEALER’S
OFF-PREMISE LICENSE, A
WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE
STORE TASTING PERMIT BY
QUALITY LICENSING CORP.
D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING
CORP. (STORE #4538) LOCATED
AT 6060 N FRY RD, KATY,
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS
77449. OFFICERS OF SAID
COMPANY ARE JOHN
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO;
MATTHEW W. ALLEN, VP;
WAYNE HAMILTON, VP;
ANDREA M. LAZENBY,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY;
DANIEL JOHN RICE,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids in duplicate will be received by Woodmere Development Company 
on behalf of Harris County M.U.D. No. 432 in the office of KGA/DeForest Design, 
L.L.C. (L.A. License No. 1387, Texas), 24275 Katy Freeway, Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 
77494 until 2:30 P.M. on January 9th, 2020 for Morton Creek Ranch South – 
Section 22 Landscape Improvements.

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for construction of improvements 
including sidewalks, irrigation, planting, fine grading, hydromulch, and sod. 

Bidders shall submit two (2) copies of the Bid on exact copies of the Bid Form 
provided. 

Bid Documents may be examined without charge in the offices of KGA/DeForest 
Design, LLC, 24275 Katy Freeway, Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 77494, or may be 
obtained upon deposit of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) for each set.  This sum is 
non-refundable and checks should be made payable to KGA/DeForest Design, 
LLC.  Only check or money order will be accepted.

A Cashier’s Check or Bidder’s Bond Payable to Woodmere Dev. Co., Ltd. on behalf 
of Harris County M.U.D. No. 432 in the amount of not less than five percent (5%) 
of the bid submitted, outlined in the Contract Documents, must accompany the 
Bid.

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for December 20th, 2019, at 2:00 P.M. 
at the office of KGA/DeForest Design, LLC.

Bidders must have at least five years of confirmed experience on comparable size 
projects of a similar scope in the Houston Area.

The successful bidder receiving contract award must furnish Performance, 
Payment, and Maintenance Bonds in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) 
each of the total Contract price.  Each such bond shall be executed by a corporate 
surety duly authorized to do business in the State of Texas.

The winning bid is decided not by low price but by this standard:

“The responsible person or persons that, in the Board’s judgment, will be most 
advantageous to the District and result in the best and most economical 
completion of the District’s proposed improvements.”    

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive bidding 
informalities.

NOTICE 
THE MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 
2019, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE CITY OF KATY, 
TEXAS,  HAS BEEN CANCELLED IN
OBSERVANCE OF THE CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS.

By Order of Mayor and City Council
City of Katy, Texas
October 14, 2019

MISC. MISC. MISC.MISC.

MISC. MISC. MISC.

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 15, 2019
ACREAGE

23.28 acres, Duval County. Heavy South Texas 
brush. Electricity, fenced 2 sides. Deer, hogs, 
javelina, turkey. $4365 down, $722/month, (9.9%, 
30 years). Larger and smaller tracts available. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 866-286-0199.

AUCTION
42nd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale, noon, 
Jan. 18, El Campo Livestock Auction, El Campo, TX. 
Expecting 100 bulls, group of select females. www.
cattlemansale.com, 903-452-7591 or 903-850-3449.

CHARITY
Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free 
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers 
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT, 
www.boatangel.com.

HUNTING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507, www.BaseCampLeasing.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
18-Wheeler Wrecks – It’s easy to blame the driver 
when a big rig is involved in a wreck, but the truth is 
usually much more complex. When trucking company 
management cuts corners in training, equipment and 
maintenance, the rest of us pay the price. If you or 
someone you love has been killed or injured in a truck 
wreck, call 800-460-0606 for professional insight or 
visit www.YourCarWreck.com.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

SATELLITE TV
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies On 
Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 1-855-
710-4824 or satellitedealnow.com/tex.

STEAKS
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! SAVE 68% PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Favorite Gift - ONLY $69.99. 1-866-
879-0154 mention code:59104KRJ or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/love48. 

WANTED
I Buy RVs – Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, 
Bumper Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, 
Dirty or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, 
we can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)
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I BUY RV$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I BUY RV$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I BUY RV$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$s$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$s$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I BUY RVsI BUY RV$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I BUY RV$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$s$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I BUY RV$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Travel Trai lers $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$Travel Trai lers $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$l$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 5th Wheels   $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 5th Wheels   $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
Goosenecks $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$Goosenecks $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$l$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ Bumper Pulls$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ Bumper Pulls$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$  $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I PAY CA$H    $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I PAY CA$H    $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$956-466-7001$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$956-466-7001$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

ANR Enterprises
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

ANR Enterprises
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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DDS Katy |  23225 Kingsland Boulevard • Suite 300 • Katy, TX

EXTRACTIONS 
& DENTURES 
IN ONE DAY 
*IN MOST CASES

DENTAL

Implants*

SPECIAL 
EXPIRES IN 30 DAYS.

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

STARTING AT

$995 EACH

*DOES NOT INLCUDE FINAL RESTORATION.  
REGULAR PRICE $1400

FULL REPLACEMENT

Dentures
STARTING AT
$495 Per 

Set

WITH WARRANTY
NO CASH VALUE. EXPIRES IN 30 DAYS.

Extractions
STARTING AT
$69 Per 

Tooth

WITH PURCHASE OF DENTURES
NO CASH VALUE. EXPIRES IN 30 DAYS.

CALL TODAY!  

www.KatyDentures.com

Heath Bryan Coleman of Texas, DDS, PLLC and Associates - General Dentistry
Blake Lindsey, DDSBy STEPHEN GREENWELL

TIMES CORRESPONDENT

Senior Catherine Hursh 
and junior Abby Bala are 
the sort of do-it-all wings 
that can dominate a game 
with scoring, but in Cinco 
Ranch’s District 19-6A 
opener against Mayde 
Creek on Friday, Dec. 13, 
their playmaking showed 
off the depth of this year’s 
Cougars squad in a 59-14 
win.

Cinco Ranch improved 
to 11-5 overall.

While Bala had 13 
points, Hursh only had four. 
Still, both controlled the 
game’s tempo and allowed 
teammates to flourish. The 
duo combined to set-up 
12 layups for teammates, 
typically as they rolled to 
the basket or ran the court 
in transition.

“We’re just trying to 
execute our offense the best 
we can,” Bala said. “I want 
to be able to see the floor 
more and read the defense, 
to see where to put the 
ball because I’m the point 
guard.”

Hursh added that one of 
her goals this year was to 
improve her passing.

“I wanted to improve my 
assists,” she said. “This year, 
I think I’ve bumped it up al-
ready. As far as a team goal, 
we want to win district and 
make it to the playoffs.”

The Cougars missed the 
playoffs by one game last 
season.

Cinco Ranch coach 
Dwayne Archangel said 
he was happy to see the 
progress from his two star 
players.

“Those two young ladies, 
we’ve been through the fire 
together,” he said. “Bala was 
a freshman and I put her 
on varsity, and I just had to 
throw her into the position 
of point guard, which she 
wasn’t accustomed to. She 
would average about 17 
turnovers a game, but like 
I told her, ‘Don’t worry. We 
are building for down the 
road. The district should be 
yours, come junior year.’”

Archangel called Hursh 
a “gifted, athletic player.” 
She and Bala are attract-
ing interest from NCAA 

Division I programs, and 
Hursh has visited several, 
although she hasn’t made a 
final decision yet.

“She loves the game 
of basketball,” Archangel 
said of Hursh. “She works 
extremely hard. From her 
sophomore year going 
into her junior year, I saw 
her really working on 
her shot and it improved 
tremendously. She just 
continues to get better and 
better, which is good for 
her because she has a lot 
of colleges looking at her 
right now. She can handle 
the basketball and run the 
offense, which makes things 
a whole lot easier.”

In addition to those 
two, sophomore Madison 
Mascorro had an impres-
sive game, finishing with 
13 points, all in the second 
half. Similar to Bala and 
Hursh, Archangel said he 
expected big things from 
her after she contributed as 
a freshman on varsity last 
year.

“Our last game (last 
year) was a play-in to get 
into the playoffs against 
Morton Ranch,” he said. “It 
was a big game and she was 

only a freshman at the time, 
but she put up 20 points. I 
was excited, because I knew 
it was a breakout moment. 
She’s another one of those 
players that we’re look-
ing forward to constantly 
growing.”

Also contributing for 
the Cougars were seniors 
Riley King (six points), 
Kaitlyn Pimentel (6), Taylor 
Rowland (5) and Victoria 
Huggins (4). Freshman 
Dani Williams had four 
points, including a reverse 
lay-up in the game’s final 
seconds that brought the 
crowd to its feet.

Nine different Cougars 
had baskets, but Archangel 
said their focus in practice 
has been on the defensive 
end. Despite a large lead, 
he called two timeouts 
in the final 10 minutes to 
emphasize that point after 
Mayde Creek scored layups 
in transition.

“Defense, defense, 
defense. That’s all that we’re 
drilling right now,” he said. 
“Right now, we can score, 
we can shoot, but we’ve got 
to make sure we get back in 
transition defense and cut-
ting off the driving lanes.”

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Through the first 19 games 
of its season, Tompkins’ girls 
basketball team has won 16. Per-
haps none, however, have been 
as telling as the Falcons’ District 
19-6A opener on Friday, Dec. 13, 
a thorough 51-31 win over peren-
nial district power Seven Lakes 
at home.

The Falcons are already three 
wins shy of tying last season’s 
19-win total in a campaign that 
has been a culmination of senior 
leadership and experience, as 
well as the talent and poise of 
freshman Loghan Johnson.

Seniors like Mia Hill and Na-
lani Burton were varsity players 
as freshmen on the 2016-17 team 
that won nine games. They have 
been the bedrock for a program 
that has made strides ever since, 
making the playoffs in 2017-18, 
falling a game short of the post-
season last season and now po-
tential district title contenders.

“They hold each other ac-
countable. They play for each 
other,” said coach Tamatha 
Ray, who won her 100th career 
game earlier this season. “They 
learned from last year and this 
has been a process for these 
seniors. They’ve taken responsi-
bility and they listen to coaching 
and they learn.”

The win over Seven Lakes 
to open district play was a 
landmark win for Ray, who has 
coached the program since its 
inception in 2013-14. The Falcons 
had never beaten the Spartans.

In their initial meeting this sea-
son, though, Tompkins jumped 
out to a 9-2 lead and never looked 
back. Hill and junior point guard 
Crystal Smith led the way in the 
first half, each scoring six points, 
before Johnson shut the door on 
Seven Lakes in the second.

The Spartans climbed within 
25-24 early in the third quarter, 
but the Falcons outscored them 
26-7 the rest of the way. Johnson, 
a versatile wing, had 19 of those 
points.

A matchup headache for 
opponents, Johnson drove to the 
basket with ease and also knocked 

in a 3-pointer. She initiated fast 
breaks, had a few steals, and 
showed a power and aggressive-
ness offensively that was beyond 
her years.

“I didn’t do so well in the first 
half and they were playing me 
softer (in the second half ), so I 
used that as an opportunity to 
jump on them and get the easy 
buckets when I could,” said John-
son, who finished with a game-
high 28 points to go with four 
rebounds and three steals. “I’m a 
bigger player who can handle the 
ball, so I have a lot of advantages. 
I just hustled.”

Johnson scored eight points 
in the third quarter and 13 in the 
fourth.

“She’s amazing,” Smith said. 
“I couldn’t ask for a better team-
mate. On and off the court, she 
gets it done.”

Ray praised Johnson for her 
work ethic and coachability, 
two traits that define this year’s 
Falcons.

“She can dribble, she can 
pass, she can shoot. She can post 
up,” Ray said. “How do you guard 
her? But she also wants to learn 
and she listens, and she couldn’t 
do it without her teammates. She 
understands that.”

Johnson said pace of the 
game is the biggest adjustment 
as she continues to acclimate 
herself to the varsity basketball. 
She also said more is expected of 

her. Often whenever Seven Lakes 
threatened, the ball found John-
son on offense and she, more 
often than not, made a play to 
keep the Spartans at bay.

“I have to learn how to play 
with older teammates who are 
more mature than me,” Johnson 
said. “I think I’m doing well 
adjusting to the environment, 
and socially as well. I’m still on 
my way up.

“I just want to keep learn-
ing and do everything I can to 
become a better teammate. 
This team encourages me and 
pushes me and I want to do a lot 
for them, be there for them and 
learn from them.”

Smith said the win over 
Seven Lakes was “huge.” Smith 
has matured from precocious 

sophomore to team leader. She 
finished the Seven Lakes game 
with nine points, three steals 
and four assists, but it’s her 
intangibles, like being a calm-
ing presence on the floor as a 
ballhandler and defender, that 
makes a difference.

“I wanted to learn how to 
be a better teammate,” she said 
of her goals for this season. “It 
was important we learned how 
to come together as one. Learn 
from our mistakes. I think that’s 
what we’ve done this year. We’ve 
gelled from that, learned from 
that and it’s making us what we 
are now. We motivate each other. 
We pick each other up.

“We’re holding each other ac-
countable and just taking games 
one play at a time.”

STEPHEN GREENWELL

Cinco Ranch junior Abby Bala, left, and senior Catherine Hursh combined for 17 
points and 12 assists in the Cougars’ district-opening win over Mayde Creek on 
Friday, Dec. 13.

Bala, Hursh show off versatility

Tompkins junior Crystal Smith grabs a rebound during the Falcons’ District 19-6A opener against 
Seven Lakes on Friday, Dec. 13, at Tompkins High.

Senior leadership, Johnson ignite Tompkins

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN

Tompkins freshman Loghan Johnson drives to the basket during the Falcons’ District 19-6A opener 
against Seven Lakes on Friday, Dec. 13, at Tompkins High.
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2019-20 KATY AREA 
VARSITY SPORTS  

RESULTS & SCHEDULE
To submit scores, news or schedules, 
email dennis.silva@katytimes.com

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Tompkins 51, Seven Lakes 31
• Taylor 49, Morton Ranch 26
• Cinco Ranch 59, Mayde Creek 14

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Cinco Ranch 66, Pearland Dawson 58

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
CLASS 6A-DIVISION II STATE SEMIFINAL 

FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS
• Austin Westlake 63, Taylor 3

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Jersey Village 44, Katy 35
• Cypress Park 45, Mayde Creek 28

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Seven Lakes 77, Pearland Dawson 57
• Katy 61, Alief Hastings 46
• Cinco Ranch 70, Aldine 50
• Eisenhower 67, Mayde Creek 57

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Katy at Taylor, 7 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch at Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
• Morton Ranch at Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
• Magnolia West at Paetow, 4:30 p.m.
• Tompkins at Manvel, 4:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Spring at Tompkins, 4 p.m.
• Kempner at Katy, 7 p.m.
• Mayde Creek at Fort Bend Bush, 7 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch at The Woodlands, 7 p.m.
• Seven Lakes at Bryan Rudder, 5:30 p.m.
• Taylor at Dulles, 4 p.m.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Tompkins at Lake Travis Tournament
• Seven Lakes at Aggieland Invitational, at 

A&M Consolidated High
• Taylor at Boerne ISD Tournament

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Mayde Creek at Port Arthur Tournament, 

at Beaumont Westbrook High

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Tompkins at Lake Travis Tournament
• Seven Lakes at Aggieland Invitational, at 

A&M Consolidated High
• Morton Ranch at Barbers Hill 

Tournament
• Taylor at Boerne ISD Tournament

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Mayde Creek at Port Arthur Tournament, 

at Beaumont Westbrook High
• Cinco Ranch at Pasadena Tournament
• Tompkins at Aldine Tournament
• Katy at New Caney Tournament
• Seven Lakes at Conroe Christmas Classic

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Bridgeland at Paetow, 11:30 a.m.
• Katy at Stratford, 10:30 a.m.
• Tompkins at Lake Travis Tournament
• Seven Lakes at Aggieland Invitational, at 

A&M Consolidated High
• Morton Ranch at Barbers Hill 

Tournament
• Taylor at Boerne ISD Tournament

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Taylor at Kempner, noon
• Mayde Creek at Port Arthur Tournament, 

at Beaumont Westbrook High
• Cinco Ranch at Pasadena Tournament
• Tompkins at Aldine Tournament
• Katy at New Caney Tournament
• Seven Lakes at Conroe Christmas Classic

Donation
retneC 

NOW OPEN: TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

DONATE TODAY! SAVE A LIFE TOMORROW

Schedule a free donation pick-up online at 
SAtruck.org or by calling 1-800-728-7825

Springfield Plaza
403 Grand Parkway S. Suite G Houston, TX 77494

Near Grand Parkway and I-10.
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NOW OPEN: TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

DONATE TODAY! SAVE A LIFE TOMORROW

Schedule a free donation pick-up online at 
SAtruck.org or by calling 1-800-728-7825

Springfield Plaza
403 Grand Parkway S. Suite G Houston, TX 77494

Near Grand Parkway and I-10.

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

F or about 16 minutes of game time, 
Taylor hung with perennial state 
power Austin Westlake. But eventual-

ly, the Chaparrals’ passing prowess proved 
too much to extend the Mustangs’ magical 
season another game.

History came to an unceremonious end 
for Taylor on Saturday, Dec. 14, as it fell to 
Westlake, 63-3, in their Class 6A-Division 
II state semifinal at McLane Stadium. The 
Mustangs, playing into December for the 
first time, struggled containing Westlake 
senior quarterback Kirkland Michaux, a 
6-foot-5, physical gunslinger who lit up 
Taylor’s dynamic playmaking defense for 
230 passing yards and five touchdowns en 
route to a 35-3 halftime lead.

“He was moving faster than everybody 
else,” said senior safety Braden Hay, who 
added the Chaps’ pace of play was a chal-
lenge. “He used a lot of his second reads; 
he didn’t throw it to his first guy all the 
time. There was one touchdown with three 
receivers on one side. He looked their way, 
they were covered, and then another guy 
opens on the other side. They had a good 
offensive scheme for us.”

Michaux finished 15-of-20 passing for 
304 yards and seven touchdowns to book 
the Chaps’ trip to this week’s state cham-
pionship game. While Westlake, which 
improved to 14-1, got its electric passing 
game going, Taylor could not establish its 
running game.

The Mustangs had one rushing yard on 
15 first-half carries, and totaled 34 yards on 
26 carries in the game.

“They did something we hadn’t seen 
them do all season, as far as read cues,” 
junior offensive lineman Hayden Conner 
said. “If they saw something, they’d attack 
it, mid-play. It was something pretty ad-
vanced that we hadn’t seen. Props to them.”

Taylor only trailed 7-3 with 8:10 left in 
the second quarter, scoring on Renan Bae-
ta’s 38-yard field goal. But Westlake found 
its groove, showing off Michaux’s arm and a 
wealth of talent at receiver.

Over the final seven minutes of the first 
half, Westlake scored four touchdowns as 
Michaux found four different receivers in 
the end zone: Jackson Coker on a 60-yard 
pass, Jake Misch from a yard out, Jaden 
Greathouse from six yards away, and Ma-
son Mangum from 38 yards out.

In a matter of 34 seconds late in the 
second quarter, Westlake sandwiched a 

Ford Dickerson fumble recovery of a Taylor 
muffed kickoff return with a pair of back-
breaking touchdowns.

During one stretch, Westlake scored 
touchdowns on seven consecutive posses-
sions.

Overall, Westlake outgained Taylor 
490-92 in total yards. The Mustangs’ most 
productive offensive player was junior 
quarterback J. Jensen III, who completed 9 
of 18 passes for 58 yards with an intercep-
tion.

“They read stuff, and they read our line 
and the halfbacks and brought the edges 
and everybody,” said Jensen, who was pres-
sured consistently and was forced to often 
rush throws. “They threw everything at us.”

One game, however, did not take away 
from a remarkably impressive season for 
the Mustangs, who finished 9-6.

Prior to the game, school principal Chris 
Morgan marveled at the spirit and commu-
nity feel at Taylor High during the previous 
few weeks.

“It’s amazing to walk down the hall-
ways,” Morgan said. “It makes school a lot 
more fun in December, that’s for sure.”

The Mustangs did that.
Players talked proudly about being the 

last team from Katy ISD standing, falling 
one win shy of playing in the season’s pen-
ultimate game. It was a team that went 5-5 
in the regular season and needed help on 
the final week to secure its playoff berth.

From there, madness.

Taylor cruised to a Region III cham-
pionship in dominant fashion, blowing 
away Cypress Creek 58-20 to earn its trip to 
Waco. In the school’s 40 years, the football 
program had never been past the regional 
semifinals, and only three times had it been 
that far.

“I loved every single second of it,” senior 
running back Gavin Belue said. “We were 
counted out ever since the beginning of the 
season. Everybody told us we couldn’t and 
we tried to prove everybody wrong that we 
could.”

Taylor was the only team in the state that 
finished fourth in its district to surpass the 
regional finals.

“Winning four playoff games and getting 
to the fifth round sets the bar a little higher,” 
coach Chad Simmons said. “It’s a great staff 
and great kids with great work ethic and 
buy-in. We’ll continue to build on that.”

And Taylor could be back. Of the 22 
players that started the state semifinal, only 
10 graduate. Five on each side of the ball.

“I am nothing but proud of this team,” 
Hay said. “This team has been everything to 
me. I bought in as a freshman and I’ve been 
on varsity for three years, and this team is 
amazing. From the backups to the top guys, 
everybody just works, works, works. Every-
body fought for the purpose of winning.

“I don’t want them to do anything but 
build on what we’ve done. I’d like for them 
to do their thing. Win a state championship 
next year.”

Taylor junior quarterback J. Jensen III (11) scrambles with the ball before being brought down by Austin Westlake’s 
Austin McClendon (96) during their state semifinal playoff game on Saturday, Dec. 14, at McLane Stadium in Waco.

END OF A RUN

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN

Taylor High senior offensive lineman Michael Tulenko (79) and junior defensive back Cecil Ivey Jr (23) shake hands after a tough loss in the state semifinal playoff game against Austin 
Westlake on Saturday, Dec. 14, at McLane Stadium in Waco.

Taylor’s historic season comes to a close in state semis
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Dr. Kimberly Clark and Dr. Nicole Oberle 
are the proud new owners of Marek Veterinary Clinic.

Dr. Clark graduated from Texas A&M University, College of Veterinary 
Medicine with both a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine and a Doctorate 
of Philosophy in Veterinary Microbiology.  She and her family have been 
members of the Sealy Community since 2005.  She has been practicing 
veterinary medicine for 20 years and is excited to practice in her own 
hometown.  Dr. Oberle received her Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine 
from Texas A&M University, College of Veterinary Medicine and has 
been practicing for over 10 years.  Dr. Oberle grew up in the small town 
of Lamesa, TX.  She and her family are looking forward to being a part 
of Sealy.  Dr. Dennis Marek, a life time resident of Austin County and also 
a graduate from Texas A&M University, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
started Marek Veterinary Clinic in 1979.  The clinic just celebrated its 
40th anniversary!  Dr. Marek will continue to provide veterinary care for 
your pets.  In addition, all of the very talented veterinary staff  will also 
continue to provide the level of personalized care that you have come 
to expect. 

The clinic will be officially changing its name to Sealy Animal Hospital 
in 2020. The doctors will combine over 70 years of experience in 
veterinary medicine and surgery.  They look forward to providing your 
pets with exceptional veterinary care.

1919 Texas 36 N Sealy, TX 77474 • 979-885-7425
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the best we can to keep as much money as 
we can for our precincts. With the people 
voicing their opinions, it will be a huge 
difference.”

Radack said he was proud of the prog-
ress Precinct 3 has made in expanding 
parks and improving roadways during 
his time in office. He acknowledged that 
roadways still need attention, but improve-
ments in Precinct 3 are underway, he said. 
Those improvements include several proj-
ects between Fry Road and Katy Hockley 
Road, south of FM 529 and north of I-10, 
according to Precinct 3’s website.

Radack said two parks in the Katy area 
he is proud of are John Paul Landing, north 
of Katy near the intersection of Katy Hock-
ley Cut Off and West roads and Mary Jo 
Peckham Park in downtown Katy near the 
Katy Branch Library. 

Both parks offer stocked ponds for 
visitors to fish in, walking trails, pavilions, 
playgrounds and exercise equipment. 

Peckham also offers a community cen-
ter with swimming, a gym and regularly 
scheduled community activities. John 
Paul Landing includes a boardwalk and an 
environmental education center to host 
events that educate attendees about the 
Katy Prairie’s ecosystem.

Softball, volleyball and other sports 
facilities along with small parks have also 
been built during Radack’s time in office.

Radack said that he will be focused on 
educating voters between now and the 
November 2020 elections. He wants to make 
sure people are informed about their options 
and the consequences and importance of 
decisions made during commissioners court 
meetings. He feels he can do more for the 
public by educating them during this next 
election cycle and by serving as commis-
sioner than if he were focused on running for 
office again.

“I love being a county commissioner – but 
sometimes you’ve got to look up and say, 
“Hey. Is there something more I can do,’” 
Radack said.

Radack will remain in office until his term 
is completed at the end of 2020. 

“The auditioned group is made up of 
select singers from the choral department, 
mostly juniors and seniors,” said KARE 
Second Vice President Tracey Patterson.

The retiree group is also collecting 
and distributing books throughout the 
community to encourage reading, said 
Brenda Shaver, KARE’s publicity volun-
teer. Through the program, KARE has 
been able to distribute books to the Mark 
A. Chapman YMCA, Bear Creek United 
Methodist Church for their neighborhood 
ministry program, Cardiff Junior High, 
Hutsell Elementary, Golbow Elementary 
and Mayde Creek High School’s Pregnan-
cy Education Program.

The group is also continuing to push 

for a successful scholarship year, Shaver 
said. KARE offers scholarships to Katy ISD 
seniors entering college the fall after they 
graduate as education majors who intend 
to become public school teachers. Last 
year, the local branch of the Texas Retired 
Teachers Association was able to provide 
eight scholarships in the amount of $1,200 
to Katy ISD students. Shaver said they 
hope to continue to grow the scholarship 
program.

Katy ISD seniors interested in pursuing 
an education degree can obtain an appli-
cation for the scholarship program from 
their campus counselor. 

KARE meets monthly and their next 
meeting will be held Jan. 8, 2020. All 
public school employees who retired 
under the Teachers Retirement System are 
welcome to attend. Meetings are held at 
the Merrell Center, room 144.
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COURTESY KARE

Katy Area Retired Educators regularly collect and distribute books throughout the community to encourage reading. 
Cardiff Junior High, Hutsell Elementary, Golbow Elementary and Mayde Creek High School have all received book 
donations this year.

COURTESY KATY ISD 

The layout for the eight-camera video surveillance system that will be installed in 
the Katy ISD bus fleet will provide more thorough coverage than the single-camera 
systems currently in place on the district’s buses. The current system only records 
from above the driver’s head straight to the rear of the bus, while the new system 
will monitor the arcs shown in the diagram above.

bond funds, said Katy ISD 
Assistant Superintendent of 
Operations Ted Vierling. The 
cost to install the cameras 
totals about $2.4 million, he 
said.

“The camera system up-
grade will provide the latest 
in technology and safety 
measures available in school 
bus transportation,” Vierling 
said. “The system is capable 
of supplying video coverage 
of every seat positioned in 
the school bus, while also 
monitoring the activity in 
nearly every corner of the 
vehicle and bus stop loca-
tions.”

Installation of the safety 
monitoring equipment 
throughout the district’s bus 
fleet is expected to be com-
pleted by the March of 2020, 
Vierling said. He added that 
some delays may cause that 
goal to be extended, but 
Safety Vision and district 
staff would work to com-
plete the camera upgrades 
in time. 

Katy ISD buses have been 
monitored by video since 
the late 1980s, Vierling said. 
However, the current system 
uses one camera that only 
monitors the inside of the 
bus, he said. The system is 
reliant on SD memory cards 
to store video and video is 
only available by manually 
transferring footage from 
the memory card to a hard 
drive when Katy ISD officials 
or law enforcement need to 
review the it. 

In contrast, the new sys-
tem will monitor all seats in 
the buses they are mount-
ed in, Vierling said. The 
cameras will also monitor 
the bus driver, the entrance 
to the bus and the stop sign 
arms that extend at bus 
stops. The new system will 
also connect to the district’s 
Wi-Fi network to upload 
video as needed. Video 
will be uploaded whenever 
manually initiated or when 
a bus driver presses a button 
to create a digital bookmark 
in the video feed.

The Board of Trustees 
also opted to enter into 
a 3-year agreement with 
GoldStar Transit to provide 
additional drivers to Katy 
ISD. The district is about 
30 drivers short, echoing a 
statewide shortage of bus 
drivers, he said. The cost is 
about $74,000 per route, Vi-

erling said. With no less than 
40 routes, that brings the 
total cost of the contract to 
almost $3 million, which will 
be paid out of 2017 mobility 
bond funds.

The shortage of drivers 
has made it necessary for 
the District to outsource to a 
contractor that can increase 
the number of drivers avail-
able, allowing Katy schools 
to offer the level of transpor-
tation services that parents 
expect, he said. 

Currently, the district has 
had to use their mainte-
nance staff whose purpose 
is to repair the buses to 
keep buses rolling, Vierling 
said. This is especially true 
when regular drivers call in 
sick, he added. Having an 
irregularly staffed bus route 
is a risk to student safety 
because the change in staff 
doesn’t allow the drivers to 
get to know students and 
identify who the adults are 
that are supposed to meet 
the student at the bus stop at 
the end of their ride, he said. 

Vierling’s presentation 
emphasized that no Katy 
ISD staff were going to be re-
placed by the GoldStar con-
tract. The busing contract is 
intended to supplement the 
efforts of Katy ISD’s existing 
drivers and mechanics, not 
replace those staff, he said. 

“We are not replacing 
anybody,” Vierling said. “We 
are not replacing one driver 
– not one driver.” 

The district will have the 
option to reject any bus driv-
ers hired by GoldStar whose 
behavior does not meet with 
the district’s standards, Vi-
erling said. GoldStar drivers 
will have to meet the same 
background check, licensing 
and training standards all 
directly-employed Katy ISD 
bus drivers do.

Katy ISD has done what 
it can to retain and attract 
drivers, Vierling said. The 
pay rate for drivers was re-
cently increased from $16.83 
per hour to $17.17 per hour. 
Additionally, perfect atten-
dance bonuses were in-
creased from $200 annually 
to $400. Katy ISD bus drivers 
also have access to health 
coverage and unique bene-
fits such as $2 per day child 
care and a minimum 5-hour 
work schedule to ensure 
the drivers make enough to 
make driving for the district 
worthwhile to them. 

A 6-month noncompete 
clause is included in the 
agreement to keep drivers 
from switching between the 
two employers quickly, Katy 
ISD staff said.

“I firmly believe that up-
grading our technology and 
camera system, along with 
the contracted agreement of 
a professional transporta-
tion company, will enhance 
our transportation services 
to be agile and equipped 
to meet District goals and 
growth,” Vierling said. 

COURTESY KATY ISD 

The Katy ISD Board of Trustees appointed Euberta Lucas as principal of the district’s newest campus, Elementary #43. Marc 
Kampwerth was appointed as principal of Fielder Elementary. Both are experienced principals who were promoted from within 
the district. 
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from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077
9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

5:00 – 9:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfi sh 
Mondays

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Residents and visitors to Brookshire were 
able to celebrate the holidays as a community 
Dec. 13 with a parade and Mardi Gras-themed 
Christmas festival. The event was hosted by 
the city of Brookshire and the Brookshire 
Economic Development Corporation. 

The event started off with a parade that in-
cluded the Royal High School marching band, 
first responders, floats and a Sealy Concrete 
cement truck boasting about 17,000 Christ-
mas lights. Brookshire Mayor Darrell Branch 
served as grand marshall of the parade with 
his wife, Brookshire Alderwoman Kim Branch 
riding next to him. 

After the parade, the community played 
outside or gathered inside of the city’s munic-
ipal building.  

Children were able to celebrate the 
season by playing in a bounce house and 
tossing snowballs made from artificial 
snow that the Brookshire EDC had sup-
plied. Vendors sold jewelry and barbeque 
to visitors that needed to do a bit of Christ-
mas shopping or get a snack. A DJ provided 
music outside. 

Inside the municipal building, City 
Secretary Claudia Harrison helped serve 
refreshments to families eager for a photo 
with Santa. A live jazz band, in true Mardi 
Gras style, performed throughout the 
night. A gumbo contest was held and the 
city’s Christmas tree was lit to make the 
holidays bright. 

Mayor Branch said he was glad the city 
was able to have the celebration and come 
together as a community. PHOTOS BY R. HANS 
MILLER AND BRANDEE MILLER

Brookshire celebrates Christmas



W hat’s a phrasal verb, 
and how can it 
make my life bet-

ter? Those are fair questions, 
especially because it’s possible 
you’ve never heard of a phrasal 
verb. 

I have a hunch you can 
figure out what it is. Think 
about “phrasal”. This will 
probably have something to 
do with a saying that involves 
multiple words. Phrases are 
frequently used in colloquial, 
or casual language and conver-
sation. How about “verb”? This 
probably means a phrasal verb 
will contain — you guessed it 
— a verb. To quote Karen from 
“Mean Girls”: “I’m a mouse, 
duh!”

As you just deduced (quite 
studiously, I may add), a phras-
al verb is a phrase that uses 
two or three words consisting 
of a verb and a particle and/or 
a preposition to form one se-
mantic unit. Phrasal verbs are 
also known as “verbal idioms”, 
if that helps you understand 
the term better.

The easiest way to under-
stand phrasal verbs is to share 
some examples: turn up, back 

off, tune out, hook up, play 
along and lean in. Now that 
you see this list, you probably 
realize we use phrasal verbs all 
the time.

What I find fascinating 
about phrasal verbs is that 
you can start with one base 
verb (let’s use “blow”) and, by 
adding different prepositions, 
you end up with completely 
different meanings: blow up, 
blow in, blow off, blow out. 
All those phrases have unique 
meanings. You take one basic 
verb and “jazz it up” with a 
punchy preposition. Verbs on 
their own are so basic.

On the other hand, some 
phrasal verbs with the same 
base verbs mean almost the 
same thing: back off, back 
away, back down. Those 

phrasal verbs all have some-
thing to do with retreating.

As we’ve already estab-
lished, phrasal verbs are 
informal, which means you 
have to memorize what they 
mean. Non-native English 
speakers may have a hard time 
with these, as they are a form 
of idiom. Recognizing and 
understanding idioms necessi-
tates a contextual knowledge of 
culture and surroundings. All 
that to say, you have to “bone 
up on” your phrasal verbs. 

My favorite thing about 

phrasal verbs? You can end 
a sentence with one, which 
means — at least in this case 
— it’s kosher to end a sentence 
with a preposition. So, lighten 
up. Calm down. Chill out. 
Phrasal verbs are part of our 
everyday language, and they’re 
not falling out of fashion any-
time soon. Thanks for letting 
me geek out.

Curtis Honeycutt is an 
award-winning syndicated hu-
mor columnist. Connect with 
him on Twitter (@curtishoney-
cutt) or at curtishoneycutt.com.
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Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

SUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
 1. No longer on the market
 5. W. African language
 9. A way to open
11. A type of pigeon
13. Japanese warrior
15. Pelvic areas
16. No seats available
17. Not working
19. In a way, soaks
21. Growing outward
22. Ritzy local __ Air
23. Telegraphic signals
25. Metric units
26. Large wine cask
27. Fiber from the husk of a 
coconut
29. Gets up
31. French river
33. Witnesses
34. They make great neighbors
36. The sun does it
38. Used to store ashes
39. First Chinese dynasty
41. Network of nerves
43. Word element meaning ear
44. Metric unit of length (Brit.)
46. Tributary of the Danube
48. Off-limits
52. Appeal earnestly
53. It’s good to have them
54. Commercial flying 
company
56. Acted out in protest
57. Took to the sea
58. Cuckoos
59. Drove fast
CLUES DOWN
 1. Trapped
 2. About osmosis

 3. Romanian monetary unit
 4. Form of Persian
 5. Cold wind
 6. Leave out
 7. Small vehicle
 8. A little off
 9. Soviet Union
10. A narrow path or road
11. Contrary beliefs
12. One who speaks Gaelic
14. Private school in New York
15. Jackson and Townshend 
are two
18. Soldier in an airborne unit
20. Taken illegally
24. Capital of Valais
26. Male reproductive organs
28. State capital
30. One with supernatural 
insight
32. Starts all over again
34. Jai alai arena
35. Star Wars antagonist
37. Freestanding structure
38. The ideal place
40. The extended location of 
something
42. Made level
43. Distinctive smell
45. Greek goddess of discord
47. Got older
49. Type of monkey
50. Travels to
51. Geological times
55. Edge
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“People have 
been asking 
about the 

squeaking of the ship,” 
our captain reported, 
somewhere in the 
middle of the Atlantic, 
“but I must tell you, 
this is nothing to wor-
ry about.”

He then proceeded to 
explain how a ship needed to give in heavy swells, just 
as an airplane had to flex during flight. “Otherwise,” he 
explained cheerfully, “the ship would snap in two!”

I’m not sure this was the reassurance worried pas-
sengers were looking for.

My husband, Peter, and I are on the second week of 
our trip across the ocean. The final stop at port has been 
cancelled due to storms in the Atlantic. This means we 
will have seven straight days at sea.

Peter and I are delighted. While it is always inter-
esting to see a new place, the port stops on this long 
journey feel to us like lay-overs and we are happiest 
when the ship is moving—preferably through a variety 
of weather.

“The captain said there were 15-meter swells!” I 
reported delightedly to Peter. Peter smiled. We knew we 
were not giving maritime safety the respect it deserved. 
But we really couldn’t as we were preoccupied by what 
we were now calling, “the cookie situation.”

Peter and I are still rather new at this cruise boat 
business, since the only time we do it is returning from 
Spain in the fall. We are amazed and impressed by the 
massive logistics required and how rarely the ship runs 
out of anything or seems to experience any difficulties—
other than the weather which, despite its best efforts, 
remains elusively out of control. Cookies, on the other 
hand, seem firmly within the cruise ship’s control—and 
equally elusive.

There is some sort of arcane formula afoot concern-
ing the cookies. They are available—if you know where 
to look—at 2:30 p.m., but not before. Then they disap-
pear again at precisely 5 p.m. After 5 p.m., it is impos-
sible to find a cookie again until 9:30 p.m. You may be 
skeptical, but Peter and I have dedicated ourselves to a 
rigorous study of this. (We don’t have much else to do.)

Every evening, we dutifully trot up to the buffet for 
dessert, just before our 9 p.m. bedtime. (Peter and I 
have yet to make any evening entertainment as it inter-
feres with my self-prescribed 12-hour sleep.)

“Where are they hiding the cookies?” Peter asked.
“None of your business,” I told him. “You know what 

curiosity did to the cat.”
“Curiosity did wonders for the cat!” Peter retorted. 
I suspected he might be right. So, a couple of nights 

ago, I went looking for cookies before their appointed 
hour. I found them, tucked beneath the buffet counter.

I asked the young server standing nearby, “May I 
have a cookie?”

“Cookies are served at 9:30,” the server politely 
replied.

“I will be asleep by 9:30,” I told him.
“You want a cookie?” he asked me. 
I could tell he was a little taken aback by someone 

questioning the Maritime Cookie Law.
“Actually, I would,” I told him, seriously.
He quickly looked around, gave me two cookies, 

then carted the entire tray off to the kitchen where it 
was out of sight from future busybodies who might 
come along and question The Cookie Situation.

Last night, the cookies were better hidden. Instead, 
for dessert, we came across something that had been 
cooked in a pot. It looked like some sort of fruit soup 
but the sign over

it proclaimed it was, “Peach and Apple Cake.” We 
scooped it into bowls and ate it with ice cream. It was 
the best cake ever.

Until next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir, “Blue Yarn,” was released 
earlier this year. Learn more at CarrieClasson.com.

The cookie 
situation

Lighten up with a dose of verbal phrases
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Dear Readers,
We want to hear from you! Have thoughts on what’s happen-

ing in the greater Katy area? Send it our way for consideration as 
a letter to the editor. 

Letters to the editor have been around for ages and are a 
proven way to get the attention of elected officials, community 
members and the staff here at the Katy Times. Concerned about 
a development or excited about new shopping opportunities? 
Angry about a public facility’s decline or excited about how well 
your high school’s debate team is performing? We want to hear 
it all.

To submit a letter to the editor, either send an email to 
news@katytimes.com or submit your letter online at: https://
katytimes.com/site/forms/online_services/letter/letter_editor/.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Sincerely, 

Katy Times Staff

SEND US YOUR LETTERS!
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By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

While it may have seemed a stark con-
trast to the clear, warm weather Katy had 
throughout the weekend, Clothed by Faith 
held a special event Saturday morning 
to distribute about 600 coats to help area 
residents with tight budgets stay warm as 
winter progresses. 

“We wouldn’t have had a way to get the 
jackets that are really expensive – to get 
these nice clothes.” said Kara Barnes, who 
had come with her family to get jackets for 
her husband, children and herself. 

Barnes is just one of about 15,000 peo-
ple that Clothed by Faith has assisted with 
clothing this year in the Greater Houston 
area. The nonprofit provides gently used 
and new clothing to both genders of all 
ages and in all sizes throughout Greater 
Houston. Its Katy branch is located at 802 
Dominion Drive, Ste. 100 in Katy and its 
Southeast Houston branch is located at 
438 E. Eighth Street in Deer Park. 

“We certainly have enough to meet the 
needs today because we had folks register 
for this event so that we could ensure that 
we had enough,” said Clothed by Faith 

Katy Branch Manager Nanette Crawford. 
“But we were turning people away and 
placing them on a waiting list, so we know 
the demand is greater than what we’re 
giving out today.”

Crawford said the need for clothing 
donations is constant and there clothing 
of all sizes for both men and women are 
needed to fill that need. Clothed by faith 
is asking area residents to donate either 
at their Dominion Drive location which 
is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday or at any of their three 
bins placed throughout the community. 
Clothed by Faith will find someone that 
needs each donation, she said.

“[Donations] are absolutely going to be 
used. We have requests for clothing of all 
sizes and we have served clients as young 
as newborns and as old as 93, so there 
will be someone that needs the clothing,” 
Crawford said. 

Clothed by Faith has specific items that 
are more challenging to provide to its cli-
ents, Crawford said. Those items include 
new socks and underwear which are 

Clothed by Faith distributes winter gear
R. HANS MILLER

Clothed by Faith volunteers and staff distributed about 600 coats and cold-weather clothing to community members who had signed up for their coat giveaway on Saturday, Dec. 14. The nonprofit has served about 15,000 community members so far this year, 
staff reported. 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
10221 Ella Lee Lane 
Houston, TX 77042

Current - A Christian Church  
26600 Westheimer Parkway 

Katy, TX 77494

Clothed by Faith 
802 Dominion Drive, Ste. 100 

Katy, TX 77450See WINTER, page 9




