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Pattison

council
supports

census

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Pattison’s City Council unan-
imously approved a resolution
in support of all city residents
participating in the 2020 census
at their March 3 meeting. Council
members and City Secretary
Christa Molloy expressed con-
cern that a lack of participation
reduced the population count for
the 2010 census which may have
reduced grant funding opportu-
nities for the city.

“This is what the state and fed-
eral government use to examine
whether a community qualifies
for things,” Pattison Mayor Joe
Garcia said. “Whether that be
grants or any number of other
benefits.”

Several issues from the 2010
census were issues that the city
hoped to avoid moving forward,
Molloy said. She cited data from
the 2010 census which indicat-
ed only about 66% of residents
in census tract 6802 - which
includes both Pattison and
Brookshire - had responded to
the 2010 census. Molloy said that
conversations with US Census
Bureau staff indicated that a lack
of understanding of the census
as well as a lack of access to the
internet had decreased the tract’s
response rate to the bureau’s
request for census information.

A statement on the US Census
Bureau’s website indicates that

See CENSUS, page A3

R. HANS MILLER

Pattison Mayor Joe Garcia listens to Pattison
City Secretary Christa Molloy explain
concerns that can arise when city residents
do not respond to the 2020 census at the city
council’s March 3 meeting.
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“I just want to send a clear message to people in our county. If
you are abusing animals, you are leading any kind of animal cruelty
activities, we are going to come after you and we are against you,
and we are going to prosecute you to the fullest extent of the law.”

— FORT BEND COUNTY JUDGE KP GEORGE
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More than 220 animals were seized from a Katy area home in late February. The condition of the home did not support good health for the resident of the home nor the animals, officials said.

227 animals seized from Katy area home

By R. HANS MILLER e = =3
SEyNIOR REPORTER — —H—= % ‘ | I

I n a joint effort led by the Fort Bend —— R : . ! ]

County Constables Office for Precinct i ! ~ === ﬂ JERll] ‘
3’s animal cruelty investigator, 227 P y ARl
animals were seized from a home in the === = e ; l
2000 block of Saddlehorn Trail in Katy, =t
just south of Katy Mills, Fort Bend officials == T =1
said. Taking the animals from the owner =% s = ==
was prompted when Fort Bend County — i ;;’—

Animal Services officials requested help A=
from the investigator after looking into a = -
report about the home Feb. 27. - Dl BE
“Today we are marking an animal : —
cruelty case in Katy, Texas which is the = = _
largest animal [cruelty] case in the county s . 1 “;:’M-V‘ .
so far,” Fort Bend County Judge KP George TS o = 22
said. o S 2
George said the animal cruelty officer ' A ! 4
was one of several people working on the \ t,“ 3 03
case which includes assistance from Fort y ‘J"X
Bend County Animal Services, Houston ¥ ! i 2
PetSet, Harris County Constables Office
Precinct 5, the Fort Bend County Attor- /
ney’s Office, the Fort Bend County District K }

See UNPRECEDENTED, page A3 Awide variety of animals were taken into custody including rats, dogs, cats and exotic animals such as tortoises and turtles.

Fort Bend, Harris take on novel coronavirus

By R. HANS MILLER According to the World
SENIOR REPORTER Health Organization, coronavi-
ruses are a family of viruses that
Fort Bend County announced  cause illnesses ranging from the
its first case of the novel corona- ~ common cold to Severe Acute
virus - also known as COVID-19  Respiratory Syndrome. Novel
- March 4. Harris County author-  coronavirus is prevented in the
ities notified the public of two same way as similar viruses by
additional cases of the virus the regular hand washing, avoid-
following day and as of March 10 ing touching the face, covering
at 3 p.m., Fort Bend County was coughs and sneezes, cooking

reporting six cases while Harris meat and eggs thoroughly and
County reports four cases. disinfecting surfaces that are
“The threat of COVID-19 to touched or handled regularly. A \
the general public in [Greater] Authorities continue to empha- N
Houston remains low and there size that there is no evidence of AY
is currently no need to cancel public spread of the virus. 3
local events or classes,” said Dr. “You can continue going to i A 00 / ‘
Umair Shah, executive director -y _

of Harris County Public Health. See CORONAVIRUS, page A3 There are a total of ten cases of COVID-19 in Harris and Fort Bend counties combined as of March 10.
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PET OF THE WEEK

MEET HOUSTON
Houston is a four-year-old Chow mix. Houston is
one of the long-term residents at Special Pals and
deserves a great
forever home. He
is housetrained
and understands
basic commands.
The ideal home
has active lifestyle
for lots of play
time and needs
some training
with being
mouthy. He loves o~
to be brushed. He i" M-
seems shy and O 3!’;;
can get nippy.
Houston needs to be the only dog in the house.

Houston is available at Special Pals Shelter located
at 3830 Greenhouse Road in Houston. The shelter
is closed Mondays and Tuesdays but is open from
12 p.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays
and Sundays. Additional hours are available Friday
from 2-6 p.m. The shelter can be reached at 281-
579-7387 and online at www.specialpalsshelter.org.

FREE TRIAL CLASS

MARCH 9th at 5:45 PM

MONEY BACK
Guarantee

¢ Fitness e Nutrition
e Motivation ¢ Results

1855 Barker Cypress Road * Houston, TX 77084
THEMAXChallenge.com

979-464-5809

Katy Optiks

Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125
Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

. @ KCCortho.coff 281:3920¢
™ 1260 Pin Oak Rd. Ste 208
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City council candidate roundup

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

The deadline to file for Katy City Council passed Feb. 14
and eight candidates filed for office in total. After no candi-
dates filed to run against Chris Harris, he will serve another
three years in the council’s At Large seat.

Katy City Council members may sit for two consecutive
three-year terms in a given seat, including the mayor. Once
two consecutive terms are served in that seat, members
may run for other seats such as the At Large position but
may not run for the particular position they’'ve held again
without skipping a three-year term.

This year, the At Large, Ward A and Ward B positions are
facing elections with incumbents in Ward A and Ward B
facing multiple opponents in the race.

This piece is just the start of coverage for the Katy City
Council election. Katy Times will be hosting a candidate
forum on March 25 at Snappy’s on downtown Katy from
6-9 p.m. The event will also be streamed via the Katy Times
Facebook page with the assistance of our audio-video spon-
sor, Allegiant Gaming.

Katy Times asked candidates for their basic contact in-
formation and asked them to indicate why they are running
for office. Responses were limited to 125 words to ensure
each candidate had a fair amount of space in the paper.
Responses have been lightly edited to correct typos and fit
them into the space allotted to each candidate. Each candi-
date was provided with a deadline which they all met.

AT LARGE CANDIDATES

Chris Harris

Website: www.facebook.com/charris0911
Phone: 936-825-5824
Email: charris911@yahoo.com

Thank you, citizens of Katy, for
the trust you have placed in me. My
goals on city council this next term
remain to prioritize flood mitigation
projects, maintaining and strength-
ening public safety and expanding
our parks and greenspaces.

Dealing with growth and our
city’s role and place in Houston’s
westward expansion is priori-
ty. How do we as a community,
maintain our small-town image and unique identity as a
community? We do this by encouraging quality commercial
growth at the peripheral of our city limits, a vibrant down-
town Katy and quiet residential areas. Working with our
partners at Katy ISD, county and state for quality schools
and transportation projects is imperative. Also important
is having entertainment and shopping at our fingertips
encouraging tourism to “Hometown Katy”.

HARRIS

WARD A CANDIDATES

Dharminder Dargan

Website: https://www.facebook.com/dargan4katy
Phone: Not provided.
Email: Not provided.

My name is Dharminder Dargan
and I am running for Katy City
Council member Ward A position.
After having moved to Texas 20+
years ago, I have gained a deep
appreciation and respect for this
great state. By profession I am an
engineer and small business owner.
I have spent the past two decades
engaged in a range of community
development projects focusing on
education, culture, and family values. I am ready to put
forth my skills, aptitude, and wealth of experience towards
building a better Katy for all. I am a proud father, a happy
husband, and a loyal brother, but most importantly, a pas-
sionate citizen of Katy. It would be an honor to serve city of
Katy community.

DHARMINDER
DARGAN

Diane Robichaux Walker

Website: www.facebook.com/DianeWalkerforCityCouncil/
Phone: 281-969-3009
Email: dcwkaty@gmail.com

I'have lived in Katy all my life
and care greatly about the com-
munity. I would like to continue
to focus on Public safety. I want to
ensure that our Police Department
and Fire Department have the
funding needed for equipment,
training, and technology. I would
like to see sidewalks strategically
placed throughout the City in high
pedestrian areas. I Also believe that
the sidewalk installation and repair should have its own line
item on the budget. I would like to see the City continue to
expand our parks and recreational services. Additionally, I
believe that we need to protect the values of our city while
managing its inevitable growth. If anyone would like to
speak with me you can call or email anytime.

DIANE ROBICHAUX
WALKER

Janet Corte
Website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/447609639010832/
Phone: 281-804-7705
Email: jcorte2020@gmail.com
I am running for reelection as a proven leader who has
brought value to Council and my constituents. I am not
afraid to ask the tough questions. I have accomplished

much in the last 2 years but there
are projects in various stages of
development that I want to ensure
are completed/implemented such
as additional detention, improved
infrastructure, downtown revital-
ization and a system of connected
sidewalks/pathways. My priorities
remain flooding/drainage, aging
infrastructure, public safety and
improved parks/greenspace, and
managed growth that provides a stable tax base for the
future. Ihave worked hard developing knowledge and
relationships to move the city forward in a positive direction
and will continue to do so while still protecting its fami-
ly-friendly, small town charm and heritage.

JANET
CORTE

WARD B CANDIDATES

Durran C. Dowdle

Website: www.facebook.com/coucilmemberdurran.dowdle.9
Phone: 281-757-3173
Email: Durran77@Aol.com

I seek reelection for what'’s been
accomplished and further what'’s to
be accomplished. There are chal-
lenges ahead and my Experience &
Leadership will rise to the occa-
sion; you can’t lead others beyond
where we are ourselves. Experi-
ence matters. I bring to you sound
judgement, informed decision
making, what the law allows, and
I don’t offer change for the sake of
making change. My record reflects that I have reduced tax-
es, approved bonds for flood mitigation, provided strategic
planning, increased revenue, installed an ethics policy and
approved sensible budgets for our City. Our FD has the best
ISO rating of 1 thanks to Chief Wilson. Police Chief Diaz
has brought technology to community policing. Remember
elections have consequences- Re-Elect Durran C. Dowdle
to continue positive leadership.

DURRAN C.
DOWDLE

Sam Pearson

Website: None
Phone: 832-618-5901
Email: sam.pearson47@gmail.com
Katy is a special town. This is
why my wife, Lynne and I moved
here. I grew up in a rural area. I
know the importance of friends,
family and community. I have a
strong belief in God, the USA, and
Texas. There is a great push today
toward urbanization of morals
and socialism. This is attempting
to destroy history and traditional
thinking. It is important that Katy’s
hometown feeling be preserved. Katy residents should feel
secure and know the city has their backs. Being elected is a
responsibility to serve the citizens, not a title or an enti-
tlement. I have been in public service jobs all my working
career. I would consider it a privilege to serve Katy’s citizens
and preserve the hometown atmosphere.

PEARSON

Steve Pierson

Website: None
Phone: 832-661-8800
Email: None

To all of my fellow Katy resi-
dents, it has been an honor and
privilege to be serving the public
since 1977.1 am a first responder.
I have been on Katy City Council,
Board of Adjustment, Katy Devel-
opment Authority, Tax Increment
Reinvestment Zone, Mayor Pro
Tem for two mayors and served on
other numerous boards. I have a successful track record
while serving as a representative of the public. The city
of Katy needs Council Members that stay true to our core
values while promoting managed growth for future gen-
erations. Yes, there are issues. Yes, things need to happen.
I see that and want to be the one to stand up and push for
that change. Vote Steve Pierson for Katy City Council! Steve
Pierson (832) 661-8800

STEVE
PIERSON

Rory Robertson

Website: www.facebook.com/RoryRobertsonWardB
Phone: 281-451-4052
Email: RobertsonWardB@gmail.com
After 43 years of living in Katy
and my family’s 116-year history
here, I will say without hesitation
that we live in the best commu-
nity in Texas. However, to be a
better government for the city, we
must open up discussions with
the residents of Katy. I will be a
strong voice for all citizens of our
city. We need a city that will listen more and talk less in
regards to decisions affecting our lives. I will increase
transparency and ensure that all votes will be based on
how they will affect the citizens and the businesses of
Katy first and foremost. Being a City Councilmember is
about listening and representing our neighbors. This has
been lost and I will bring it back.

RORY
ROBERTSON

More Democrates voted than Republicans

By ALEXA URA and MANDI CAI

TEXAS TRIBUNE

For the first time since 2008, more
Texans voted in the Democratic presi-
dential primary than in the Republican
primary — but just barely.

With all polling places tallied
Thursday, Democrats had cast 2,076,046
votes in the pitched contest to take on
President Donald Trump in November.
Meanwhile, Republicans cast 2,008,385
votes in the presidential contest. Overall,
a small majority of votes — 2,071,745 —
came during early voting, and 2,012,686
were cast on election day, according to
the Texas secretary of state’s office.

(Those vote tallies remain unoffi-
cial. County election officials are still
processing mail-in ballots that were
postmarked by election day and working
through which provisional ballots will be
counted.)

More than anything, turnout in
presidential primary elections has
historically served as a measure of the
competitiveness of the race and the
heightened enthusiasm that comes
with that. That was particularly true
this year when the Democratic field
narrowed significantly just before
Super Tuesday, when Texas’ massive
haul of delegates came up for grabs.

Republicans voting in the presiden-
tial primary had outpaced Democrats
during the state’s early voting period.
The opposite was true on election day.

The increased election day turnout
was felt on the ground. In Bexar Coun-
ty, election officials said they averaged
6,000 voters an hour in the first three
hours of voting.

To no one’s surprise given the
state’s depressing turnout history, a
small slice of Texas’ total electorate
participated in Tuesday’s presidential

primary. With 16.2 million Texans reg-
istered to vote, just 25.2% cast a ballot
in the primary election.

Turnout in primary elections is
hardly an indicator for statewide elec-
toral outcomes in November general
elections.

The 2008 primary fight between
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama
drove Democratic turnout up to 22.5%
— arecent high water mark — but the
Republican nominee, former U.S. Sen.
John McCain of Arizona, beat Obama
by nearly 12 points later that year.

Texas uses an open primary system,
meaning voters can decide at the polls
whether they want to vote in the Dem-
ocratic or Republican contest.

The Texas Tribune is a nonpartisan,
nonprofit media organization that
informs Texans — and engages with
them - about public policy, politics,
government and statewide issues.
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from page A1

Attorney’s Office, the Fort
Bend County Sheriff’s Office’s
Mental Health team and the
Houston Humane Society. The
members are a part of the Fort
Bend County Animal Cruelty
Task Force.

Fort Bend County Con-
stable for Precinct 3 Wayne
Thompson said the seizure
process began after the
animal cruelty investigator in
his department observed the
condition of the home. The
officer then went to a judge to
ask for a warrant to take the
animals from their owner, a
woman over the age of 60 who
had been trying to care for the
animals alone. The Fort Bend
County Sheriff’s Office had
their mental health team eval-
uate the woman. The animals
were seized and taken to the
Houston Humane Society for
evaluation, Thompson said.

No arrests have yet been
made though the woman, who
has not yet been identified
because the investigation is
ongoing, is a suspect, Thomp-
son said. The investigation
necessitates fully examining
all of the animals involved, he
added.

“Currently we are under-
going a full physical exam for
each animal from the Fort
Bend seizure,” said Carolyn
Bender, a staff veterinarian at
the Houston Humane Society.
“We have currently addressed
all of the exotics [which had]
mostly had husbandry con-
cerns. These species included
turtles, tortoises, degus, rats,
ferrets and birds as well”

Evaluations of dogs were
expected to take a while lon-
ger, but canines examined so
far have skin issues and fleas,
Bender said. A few have more
serious health conditions that
are being addressed.

“We have also completed
all the feline exams and their
concerns were mainly fleas,
ear disease as well as upper
respiratory infections, so
treatments have already be-
gun for that,” Bender said.

Two animals died during
the seizure process, Thomp-
son said. One died on-scene
while the other died during
transport to the Houston
Humane Society.

Michelle Turner with the
Fort Bend County Attorney’s
Office said a hearing would
be held March 9 wherein
the county would ask for the
ownership of the animals be
transferred to the Houston
Humane Society.

Thompson said the owner
of the animals was coopera-
tive but while her intentions
toward the animals, which she
did not appear to be trying to
breed, seemed good, she may
have become overwhelmed
over time.

Fort Bend County Assis-
tant District Attorney Sherry
Robinson said charges could
range from a Class A misde-
meanor to a felony. The sus-
pect’s mindset and intentions
toward the animals and the
overall conditions of all the
animals would be taken into
account prior to an arrest or
formal charges being filed.

“When we work closely
with the task force, our cases
are better for it, so we thank
the county judge and Consta-
ble Thompson for spearhead-

ing the creation of the task
force. When we all work to-
gether our cases become solid
cases that we can prosecute to
the fullest extent of the law,”
Assistant District Attorney
Sherry Robinson said.

The Houston Humane So-
ciety is in need of donations to
assist with the care associated
with this case and its day-
to-day operations, Bender
said. Area residents who want
to help cover the estimated
$100,000 cost associated
with the case can visit www.
houstonhumane.org, drop
donations off at the Humane
Society or order supplies
through the Houston Humane
Societ’s Amazon wish list.

Thompson said the law
requires pet owners to register
cats and dogs and provide all
animals with food water and
shelter.

Anyone suspecting animal
cruelty in the Fort Bend
County portion of the Katy
area should call 832-927-7297
(PAWS) to reach the animal
cruelty task force, Thompson
said.

George expressed gratitude
for the assistance of all the
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Some animals had skin conditions including flea infestations and had to be treated once they were taken to the
Houston Humane Society. Evaluation of the animals was still in progress at the time of a March 5 press conference,
officials said.

agencies that have formed
partnerships to prevent
animal cruelty in Fort Bend
County and wants residents to
know the county is prioritiz-
ing animal welfare and good
treatment.

“I just want to send a clear
message to people in our
county,” George said. “If you
are abusing animals, you are
leading any kind of animal
cruelty activities, we are going
to come after you and we are
against you, and we are going
to prosecute you to the fullest
extent of the law.”
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The investigation occurred in the 2000 block of
Saddlehorn Trail just south of Katy Mills. A specific address
was not provided by investigators as the case is ongoing.

CORONAVIRUS

from page A1

work and school as you
normally do because we
don’t have that evidence of
community-wide trans-
mission,” Harris County
Judge Lena Hidalgo said.
“We have a self-contained
group. We can continue to
go about our days.

All cases in both
counties appear to be
travel-related at this time
and there is no evidence
of COVID-19 spreading
throughout the community
according to both counties’
health departments. Most
cases are associated with
the M.S. A’sara river cruise
which visited Egypt. Each
of the patients affected by
the illness has been treated
at area hospitals and have
been sent home, according
to area officials.

After residents ex-
pressed concern through
social media, Fort Bend
County Judge KP George
provided an explanation
on why specific locations
patients may have visited
were not being publicly re-
leased during the Fort Bend
County Commissioners
Court’s March 10 regular
meeting.

“In order to avoid the
risk of infections, based on
CDC guidelines, simply be-
ing in the same building or
in the indoor environment
as a COVID-19 patient is
not arisk,” George said.
“Passing by someone in
an airport or some other

BE IN THE KNOW

Fort Bend County and Harris County officials
have encouraged people to continue to remain
calm but stay informed regarding COVID-19.
Both counties have created information lines
for residents to obtain additional information
about the spread of novel coronavirus in the
Greater Houston area. Additionally, while no
cases have been reported in association with
Katy Independent School District campuses, the
district has created a website to ensure parents
are informed regarding the steps the district
has taken to be proactive while COVID-19

remains a concern.

For Fort Bend County Residents:
FORT BEND COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

281-633-7795

Monday-Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm

www.fbchealth.org/ncov

Harris County Residents:

HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH (HCPH)

713-439-6000

Open daily from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

www.hcphtx.org\COVID-19
www.ReadyHarris.org

HARRIS COUNTY RESIDENTS WITHOUT ACCESS TO

HEALTHCARE:
713-634-1110

Open daily from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

KATY ISD INFORMATION WEBSITE:

www.katyisd.org/Pages/Coronavirus-

Information.aspx

City of Houston Residents:

HOUSTON HEALTH DEPARTMENT
832-393-4220*

Open daily from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

www.HoustonHealth.org
www.HoustonEmergency.org

*Phone line is currently only for M.S. A'sara cruise

passengers

CENSUS

from page A1

Waller County is difficult to
track but tract 6802 is “one
of the hardest to count in
the country”

The census begins April
1 and data collection will
continue through the end
of July according to the US
Census Bureau website.

Garcia said it was im-
portant for everyone in the
city to complete the census
in order to ensure the city’s
residents were represented
in Austin and Washington
properly. Ensuring that
opportunities for funding
based upon population
come to fruition - especial-
ly since the city is expecting
the same growth that has
been seen in the past with

location does not represent
arisk”

Authorities in both
counties are also asking
anyone who feels unwell to
stay home to avoid spread-
ing COVID-19 or other ill-
nesses and to contact their
primary care physicians for
treatment.

“It’s important right
now for us all to recognize
and spread the word that
we don’t need the young
people clogging up the
hospitals for example if and
when this ever becomes
more widespread,” Hidalgo
said. “We need to make
sure that we all are careful
and recognize that it’s older
folks who are at most risk
[and those] that have pre-
existing health conditions
that put them at most risk”

Health Authority for the
city of Houston, Dr. David
Persse said cases have two
levels of diagnosis. They are
first tested by a Houston lab
and if a positive test result
shows, the case is classified
as a “presumptive posi-
tive” diagnoses. Once the
presumptive diagnosis is
made, medical profession-
als begin treatment for the
virus, he said. Specimens
are then sent to the CDC

for confirmation. Once

that confirmation is made,
the illness has a confirmed
positive diagnosis, he said.

COVID-19 symptoms
include fever, cough and
shortness of breath, a Fort
Bend statement said. Offi-
cials encouraged anyone
with symptoms to visit their
doctors.

About 80% of those who
contract the virus suffer
only mild symptoms like
amild flu, Hidalgo said.
About 20% of patients have
some complications that
may require more inten-
sive treatment. Those over
the age of 80 are the most
vulnerable, she said. In
the places experiencing
coronavirus, about 50-70%
get sick, Hidalgo said.

Novel coronavirus was
first seen Wuhan City,
Hubei Province, China
in late 2019, according to
the Harris County Public
Health website. Since it
first emerged in December,
the virus has had just more
than 118,000 cases diag-
nosed globally. Of those
cases, about 3.6% have
resulted in fatalities. About
81,000 of patients affected
by COVID-19 have been
located Mainland China.

Hidalgo expressed con-
cern that Harris County’s
testing capabilities are not
what she would like them
to be and that the county
is having to ask the state
for permission to test for
COVID-19 at the Houston
lab or sending tests to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s lab in
Atlanta, Ga.

“When we increase our
testing capabilities, we
expect to see an increase in
the number of diagnosed
cases and that’s logical,”
Hidalgo said. “We believe
there’s bound to be more
out there - especially the
folks we've already identi-
fied [that we would like to
test].”

Katy and Fulshear.

internet. Mobile-only in-
ternet access through a cell
phone or tablet accounted
for 14.4% of internet access,
which is a key issue in en-
suring everyone has access
to complete the census
survey Molloy said.

Many Pattison residents
also live behind gates on
ranch or farmland and that
may make it difficult for
census workers who travel
door-to-door to access folks
in those homes, Garcia
said.

Pattison Mayor Pro Tem
Seth Stokes said he was
concerned that some peo-
ple may not trust the census
workers enough to allow
them into their homes to
help with completing the
census questionnaire. They
also may just throw the
postcards sent out by the
census away because they

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

The U.S. Census Bureau expects to hand-deliver packets to the areas in yellow on this map due to the region being difficult to
get an online or mailed-in response. An estimated 65-70% of residents are expected to respond on their own, but the census
attempts to obtain a 100% response rate. Often, libraries are useful to increase response rates; however, there is only one
library in the region which is in Brookshire.

or do not understand the
value the census provides to
the community, he said.

Molloy said she is
working with census staff
to obtain assistance to
hold community events to
educate residents about the
census and assist residents
in completing the ques-
tionnaires that would be
coming soon.

Councilmembers agreed
that maximizing participa-
tion in the census would be
vital for the city’s success
as it faces growth in the
next decade and beyond
and could not afford a poor
showing as happened in
2010 and the 2014-18 time
periods.

“We’re a small, rural
community so whether it’s
through our city council or
word of mouth, we want
to try to do a better job,”
Garcia said.

istake it for iunk mail
Pattison City Coun- mistake it for junk mai

cilmembers discussed the
need for infrastructure
improvements that proper
credit for population
would be critical for in
order to prepare for up-
coming growth during the
March 3 meeting.

“We’ve got to do what
we can do right now to
prepare for the future,’
Garcia said.

The city can expect
challenges to come up due
to the currently-rural area
itis surrounded by, Molloy
said. During the 2014-18
census estimate process,
36.4% of the area had no
home internet subscrip-
tion or only had dial-up
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Vets are hurt
by laws made
to help them

resident Bush had the best of intentions when
P he signed the Military Lending Act (MLA) into

law in 2006, capping the fees that banks and
other businesses can
charge when lending
to service members

and their spouses. RAY

After all, who wants HAYNES

those who have put PO—

their lives on the line %ETCFI'/EL

for this country to be KATY TIMES
exploited by unfair

lending practices? The A =
MLA was supposed

to protect them from

exploitation, make borrowing more affordable to our
service members and their families, and limit the bad
actors in lending.

It has not worked out as planned.

In fact, borrowing has not become more affordable
for military members and their families. The update
in 2014, which added further restrictions on military
lending, simply compounded the difficulties that
service members were facing under the law.

Harris Insights polling has found that between
2014 and 2019, the percentage of military personnel
suffering financial distress more than doubled, from
16 percent to 34 percent. The number of military
bankruptcies or bankruptcies under consideration,
rose from nearly zero to 40,000 between 2014 and
2019, and the number in financial difficulty increased
from 40,000 to 200,000. Only about 63 percent of
respondents “paid all their bills on time” in 2019,
compared to 83 percent in 2014. Eleven percent
have debt in collections in 2019, compared to three
percent in 2014.

Under the MLA, lenders are prohibited from
providing service members with some of the most
flexible and accommodating forms of alternative
credit. As a result, the number of financial services
companies operating near military bases and serving
military families has dropped. These companies are
not vultures - they simply give service members more
options, options that are no longer available. This has
left many people in “credit deserts,” without the credit
upon which they formerly relied.

And this hurts both the service members and the
services. A 2017 West Point Military Academy study
found some evidence to indicate that having access
to a diversity of credit options may decrease “the
probability of being involuntarily separated from
the Army by ten percent.” The MLA eliminated that
diversity.Without that diversity of options, service
members cannot find a workable method to get
out of financial trouble, and that leads to adverse
consequences for the member and the service.

According to the federal government’s National
Security Adjudicative Guidelines, excess debt and the
inability to repay debts can prevent service members
from being deployed:

“Failure to live within one’s means, satisfy debts,
and meet financial obligations may indicate poor
self-control, lack of judgment, or unwillingness
to abide by rules and regulations, all of which can
raise questions about an individual’s reliability,
trustworthiness, and ability to protect classified
or sensitive information... An individual who is
financially overextended is at greater risk of having
to engage in illegal or otherwise questionable acts to
generate funds.”

Out of necessity, service members have been
forced to take alternative measures that aren’t
covered by the MLA. A senior military official has
been quoted as saying, “Overdraft programs have
replaced payday lending as the leading financial
problem for military personnel.” Lack of competition
from payday lenders leads to abusive practices by
other lenders. This same senior official has also said
that some financial institutions are now engaged in
“predatory or punitive overdraft practices.”Service
members, however, now without options, are
forced to accept these practices to avoid adverse
consequences to their military career.

Congress has created a doubly negative situation
— inequality for service members in terms of the
policies governing their credit options, and inequality
in terms of the outcomes for their financial well-
being. Congress cannot, and did not, legislate away
the need for credit.

Some members of Congress have proposed
legislation, HR5050, to extend provisions of the MLA
to the Truth and Lending Act, which would affect
all borrowers - not just service members and their
families. The legislation would preempt the consumer
credit laws of 43 states, including California, Ohio,
Texas, Virginia, and Washington, and put many
families’ finances in peril. This is the wrong approach.

Instead of extending the MLA to the Truth in
Lending Act, the MLA itself should be reformed - not
only to help service members, but also to stop hurting
them.

Ray Haynes is a former California legislator
and served as National Chairman of the American
Legislative Exchange Council. Haynes can be reached
at ray-haynes@hotmail.com.

OPINION

Kids have to make names for themselves

et this: New parents

are giving newborns

outlandish names
— so they’ll stand out on
social media.

That'’s according to a new
survey of British parents
by ChannelMum, which
found 72% of respondents
“believe a unique name will
help their child stand out
from the crowd,” StudyFinds
reports.

So, what are some of
these “unique” names”?

Maevery, Faelina, Idalia,
Evabeth and Tessadora are
the top five new names for
British girls.

Jaspin, Charleston,
Brigham, Ranger and
Wrenlow are the top five
new names for British boys.

Want to see how popular
your own name is here
in America? Search for
it at this Social Security
Administration site: https://
www.ssa.gov/cgi-bin/
babyname.cgi

I'm no child-rearing
expert, but it seems to me
that if you want to give
your kids a leg up in life, it’s
better to give them simple,
traditional names, not
names that stand out.

I'm at the tail end of the
baby boom. My high school
friends were named Tom,
John, Jeff, Bill, Bob, Rich
and Tim.

As for girls, my sisters
have common names:
Kathy, Krissy, Lisa, Mary
and Jennifer. Other
common names include
Linda, Elizabeth, Carol,
Helen and Sandra.

If you really want your
kid to be special, a name
won't do it. She’ll have to
earn it, to work hard and
sacrifice. She’ll have to try
and fail before eventually
finding her place — what
she’s good at — and then
work even harder to polish
her talents.

That will be easier if she’s
humble. And being humble
will be easier if she doesn’t
have some goofy name that
makes her think she’s God’s
precious, special gift to the
universe.

Sure, times change
and baby names follow
trends. But don'’t forget
this timeless truth: We all
have to make a name for
ourselves.

Our actions, not our
names, define who we

TOM
PURCELL

SPECIAL
TO THE
KATY TIMES

are. Are we honest or a bit
sketchy? Compassionate or
hard-hearted? Thoughtful or
close-minded? Courageous
or someone who looks the
other way when we see
someone else doing wrong?

We freely choose our
paths, and our real “names”
— our real identities —
will reveal themselves,
regardless of the names
we're given at birth.

I'm named after my
father and his father. I'm
the fourth Thomas James
Purcell to have the honor of
that name.

My name carries a
spiritual meaning. Many
Christian saints and biblical
heroes were named Thomas
(including the doubting
one). By giving me this
name, my parents hoped to
bestow good values on me.

With my common name,
I never took myself too
seriously — I knew I wasn’t
the center of anybody’s
universe. Flawed though I
am, I hope my dad thinks
I've lived up to our shared
name.

I do understand new
parents wanting to give
their kids a head start in
life. But they ought to be
careful. An outlandish,
“unique” name may do
more harm than good.

“Tessadora” sounds like
a 1970s Chrysler luxury
sedan that never caught
on with the public. Will
“Tessadora” be as dated
30 years from now as bell
bottoms are today?

“Wrenlow” sounds like
a bird that’s afraid to fly
high. Opportunities abound
for bullies to make fun of a
name like that.

That'’s one thing that
Tom, Bob and Tim — and
Linda, Elizabeth and Carol
— will never have to worry
about.

Tom Purcell, author of
“Misadventures of a 1970’s
Childhood,” a humorous
memoir available at
amazon.com, is a Pittsburgh
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PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE B4

SUDOKU

8

Fun By The
4 Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you'll love
6 sudoku. This

mind-bending
8 5 | puzzle will have

you hooked from
the moment you

\l

square off, so
sharpen your

pencil and put
9 your sudoku

savvy to the test!

Level: Intermediate

36

38

40

42

CLUES ACROSS

1. A team’s best pitcher

4. Designer Jacobs

8. Hip joint

10. A dialect of English

11. Portrays

12. Panic

13. The head of a team

15. High priest

16. League of Legends locale
17. Protective folds

18. Treats allergies

21. Voodoo spirits

22. Single unit

23. Unit of measurement
24. Brew

25. Burundian franc

26. Self

27. Bengals great

34. Making letters overlap
35. Piece of pizza

36. Illegal drug

37. Card game

38. The highest point in the
development

39. Oh, God!

40. Wives (law)

41. Monetary unit of Samoa
42. Supplements with difficulty
43. Valentine’s Day color

CLUES DOWN

1. Warm climate tree or shrub

2. Silky case spun by larvae
3. Still in existence

4. Light, two-stranded rope
5. Wear away

6. Beginnings

7. Essence

9. American Standard Code
for Information Interchange
10. Path

12. Repeated tones

14. Expresses surprise

15. Monetary unit of Burma
17. When you hope to get there
19. Brighten

20. Fifth note of a major scale
23. Dark brown timbers of
tropical trees

24. We all do it

25. Scrounges

26. Unit of energy

27. Begin to be

28. Midway between northeast
and east

29. Distinctive practice

30. Succulent plants

31. Performer

32. Gas station term

33. Required

34. Soviet monetary unit

36. Eating house
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City OKs infrastructure maintenance contracts

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

contract for asphalt repairs
to streets and a $148,000
project to replace two
waterlines within the city.
The street repairs are
expected to take place in
a few weeks along Bartlett
Street and George Bush
Drive according to city
documents. The contract was
awarded to AAA Asphalt and

Paving out of Pinehurst, Tex.
Katy Director of Public
Works Elaine Lutringer
said she expects work on
the roadways to begin in a
few weeks after the city has
had a chance to meet with
the contractors and should
take three to four weeks if
weather is cooperative. Door
hangers will be placed on

In a relatively short
meeting that only lasted
about 40 minutes, Katy
City Council unanimously
approved multiple contracts
to maintain the city’s
infrastructure. The two
largest were a $419,000

residents’ doors prior to work
on the streets beginning.
The waterline
replacement contract
was awarded to Supak
Construction, Inc. out of
Orchard, Tex., according to
city documents. Supak was
awarded the contract from a
field of nine companies that
bid on the work.

R. HANS MILLER

Katy City Council
approved multiple
contracts to repair or
replace infrastructure
in the ity at its
March 9 meeting.

One arrested in child porn
case in Fort Bend County

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Samer Chadi Wehbi was arrested
March 5 for possession of child pornogra-

phy by members of
the Fort Bend County
Sheriff’s Office who
are part of the Hous-
ton Metro Internet
Crimes Against
Children Task Force
according to a FBC-
SO press release.
“We are dedicat-
ed to protecting the

children and families of Fort Bend County,”
said Sheriff Troy Nehls.
The arrest came after a search warrant

was issued and subsequently served at Weh-
bi’s home in the Canyon Gate section of the

Westheimer Lakes subdivision. There were four

WEHBI

people living in the home, including one minor.

Wehbi was found to have child pornog-
raphy on multiple devices and admitted to
having hundreds of images of child pornog-
raphy saved to his devices.

Wehbi was subsequently booked into the
Fort Bend County Jail for Possession of Child
Pornography.

“We will stop at nothing to apprehend
these dangerous predators,” Nehls said.

Trump and Biden emerge as
winners in Texas primaries

By ED STERLING

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

Incumbent President
Donald J. Trump, who re-
ceived 94% of the vote in the
Lone Star State’s Republican
primary election, and former
Vice President Joe Biden,
who received 34.5 percent of
the vote in the Democratic
primary, were their parties’
top vote-getters on March 3,
Super Tuesday.

Biden’s closest rival was
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders,
who received 30% of the
Democratic vote. Sanders was
followed by former New York
Mayor Michael Bloomberg,
14.4%, and Massachusetts
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 11.4%.

Overall voter turnout
figures posted by the Texas
Secretary of State’s Elections
Division show 4,084,431
of the state’s 16,211,198
registered voters cast a ballot
— slightly more than 25% of
total registered voters. That’s a
higher participation rate than
in the 2016 Super Tuesday
vote. Then, 3,289,218 Texans
cast a ballot, or 23% of the
14,238,436 voters who were
registered at the time.

City cancels festival

The city of Austin and
Travis County on March 6
declared a “local state of
disaster” in response to what
officials called an increasing
concern over novel coronavi-
rus — COVID-19 — the dead-
ly flu-like contagion that has
developed into a worldwide
health threat.

Austin Mayor Steve Adler
issued a related order cancel-
ing the South by Southwest

BRANDEE MILLER

Officials in Austin said the state is now able to test for the Novel Coronavirus and
that any price gouging related to concern over the virus would be considered a
consumer protection issue. The state also released information regarding sales tax

revenues for February.

festival, an event that has
been hosted annually by
the capital city since 1987.
To illustrate the rapidity of
the local decision-making
process, only two days earlier,
Austin’s public health depart-
ment stated that “there’s no
evidence that closing SXSW
or any other gatherings will
make the community safer”
Dr. Mark Escott, com-
menting on behalf of the
department on March 6,
said, “While there is no clear
guidance on what local
jurisdictions should do under
these circumstances, our
local expert advisory panel
took a look at the risk factors
and identified a number of
concerns.’

Abbott: Texas can test

Texas now has the ca-
pacity to test for COVID-19,
Gov. Greg Abbott announced
on March 5 in a joint press
conference with Department
of State Health Services
Commissioner John Hell-
erstedt and Texas Division

of Emergency Management
Chief Nim Kidd.

Six public health labs
within the Texas Laborato-
ry Response Network are
now equipped to perform
COVID-19 testing, with the
remaining four being fully
equipped in the coming days,
Abbott said. The network pro-
vides laboratory diagnostics
and maintains the capacity
to respond to biological and
chemical threats and other
public health emergencies.
The six public health labs
within the network that
are equipped to perform
COVID-19 tests include Aus-
tin, Houston, Dallas, El Paso,
Fort Worth and Lubbock.
The remaining four labs in
the network will be equipped
with testing capabilities in
the coming days: Tyler, San
Antonio, Corpus Christi and
Harlingen. The state public
health lab network will be
able to test over 125 patients
per day once the entire
network is equipped, Abbott
added.

Katyx&Times

ALL=GIANT

S“ APPY’:

CAFE AND GRILL

Katy Times to host
Katy City Council candidate forum

Katy Times would like to invite the residents of Katy to join us at Snappy’s in downtown
Katy this March 25 at 6 p.m. for a candidate forum to introduce them to this year’s Katy
City Council Candidates. This town hall style event will feature all eight candidates that are
asking for your vote. Matthew Ferraro, president of the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce
has agreed to MC the event and will be asking candidates a variety of questions related to
the city’s priorities and why each candidate is running for office.

For those who are unable to make it to the event, you'll be able to watch it online via the
Katy Times’ Facebook page with the help of our audio-video sponsor, Allegiant Gaming.

We would like to thank the candidates and the community for their patience while we
finished planning this event. We look forward to this event which is geared to ensure each
vote cast in the city is an informed vote.

KATYAREA

CHAMBER

*Sponsorship of this public event does not imply an endorsement of any
particular candidate in any of the races associated with the event.

R. HANS MILLER

Pattison’s City Council cancelled the city’s election at its March 3 meeting due to no opposition filing to run against the
incumbents. Pictured from left to right: City Secretary Christa Molloy, Robert MacCallum, Wayne Kircher, City Attorney
Laura Lenzch, Mayor Joe Garcia, Mayor Pro Tem Seth Stokes, Frank Cubio, Jr. and Fred Branch.

City council election canceled

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

considered to be reelected and will serve
another two-year term in their respective
seats. Kircher holds seat 1 on the council
while Cobio holds seat 2. The next election
for Pattison City Council will come in May
2021 and will be for seats 3, 4 and 5, City
Secretary Christa Molloy said. The incum-
bents for those seats when the time comes
will be Robert MacCallum, Seth Stokes
and Fred Branch, respectively.

Cajun Catfish
Mondays

9:00-9:00 pm
All You Can Eat
for $10.99

The Pattison City Council voted unani-
mously March 3 to cancel the city’s May 2 city
council election. The vote was called because
no opponents stepped forward to challenge
Mayor Joe Garcia, Councilmember Wayne
Kircher nor Councilmember Frank Cobio, Jr.

As a result of the vote, all three will be

from 5-9pm
(every Friday) for $10.50 Ib
includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. |1 10 Frontage Rd. - Sealy, Texas 77474
=4
979-987-6077 A
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William Charles Hill was born on February 2, 1931 in Katy, Texas
to Raymond Monroe Hill and Clara Mae Hulsey. William married
1952 in

his sweetheart Joann Spencer on November 16,
Katy, Texas. Charles was a
longtime resident of Katy, Texas,
where he was a member of Katy’s
First United Methodist Church,
was a dairyman and worked in
maintenance for Katy ISD.
Charles enjoyed spending
time with his family traveling in
their RV, making beautiful mem-
ories and sharing adventures
together. But most of all, he loved
spending time with his family.
William Charles Hill passed
away on Sunday, March 1, 2020
in Burleson, Texas at the age of
89 years. Charles will be greatly
missed.
He is survived by his daughter
Clara Kimbro; grandchildren,
Rian Hill, Jared Hill and his

companion Jackie Silva, Kyle Kimbro, and Carisa Kimbro; and
one great-grandson Landon Hill; as well many other loving family

members and numerous friends.

He was preceded in death by his wife Joann Hill and his son,

Charles Louis Hill and his wife Deborah “Debi”

The family received friends from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. on
Monday, March 9, 2020 at the Schmidt Funeral Home East Avenue

Chapel, in Katy. A graveside service was held at

Monday at Memorial Oaks Cemetery, in Houston, with Rev. Mark

Kimbrough officiating.

Those wishing to make memorial gifts may do so to Katy’s First
United Methodist Church, 5601 Fifth Street, Katy, Texas 77493,

https://www katyfirst.org.

To express condolences, please visit www.SchmidtFuneral-

Home.net

Funeral services were held under the direction of Schmidt Fu-
neral Home at 1344 W. Grand Parkway South in Katy, Texas. They

can be reached at (281) 391-2424.
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WILLIAM CHARLES HILL
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Hill.

2:30 p.m. on

Saint Patrick’s Day is coming up this March 17 and
when talking about the holiday and Ireland and its
culture and symbolism, many different images come
to mind. Affectionately known as the Emerald Isle,
Ireland is perhaps best known for its bright green hue.
Irish flags and even harps are symbolic of the nation,
but there is perhaps one symbol that most widely
represents the country: the shamrock.

A shamrock, by definition, is a young sprig of
clover. However, plant experts actually have said that
shamrocks are a distinct species of the clover plant,
believed to be the white clover. The word “shamrock”
is derived from the Irish “seamr—g,” which translates
as “young clover” Over the centuries, this diminutive
plant has come to symbolize Ireland and many things
Irish. The shamrock also is a popular symbol of St.
Patrick’s Day.

The shamrock and Irish culture are so intertwined
thanks to Ireland’s patron saint, St. Patrick. Legends
attest to St. Patrick using the three petals of the sham-
rock to illustrate the mysteries of the Holy Trinity to
the Celtic pagans. Each leaf represented the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

The shamrock of Ireland has three leaves, not
four as many people believe. The number three had
significance in Ireland long before St. Patrick began
to convert the masses. According to Blarney.com, the
number three was believed to have magical properties
and was a recurring theme in Celtic folklore. Because
the Celts were familiar with the shamrock, it became
easy to convert their knowledge of the shamrock to the
magic of the trinity. The three leaves are also said to
stand for faith, hope and love.

The four-leaf clover is a separate entity and a rarity.
That is why the fourth leaf is deemed to be “lucky.” But
that lucky clover is not the traditional Irish symbol.

Thanks to their connection with Ireland, sham-

The meaning behind the shamrock

Irish flags and even harps are symbolic of the nation, but there is perhaps
one symbol that most widely represents the country: the shamrock.

rocks are often gifted by the Prime Minister (Taoise-
ach) to the President of the United States in the White
House each St. Patrick’s Day. They are presented in a
special Waterford crystal bowl featuring shamrocks in
the design. This practice started in 1952.

Shamrocks also can be seen on Irish clothing de-

signs, the Erin go Bragh flag and the uniforms of sev-
eral Irish sports teams. Of course, they also are seen
during St. Patrick’s Day celebrations. The shamrock
and Ireland will always be linked.
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your consolations cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

655 DANOVER e 281-391-2263
TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY
2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. e 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD e 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK e 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF * 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. * 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 © 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM
PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. * 281-371-21-56
MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

Katy Hardware
o Im“wn Hardware $1ore Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners

559 Pin Oak Rd.
281-391-3437 - Fax 281-391-6922

Katy, TX 77494

www.katyhardware.com

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093.  281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,
West Campus
19449 KATY FREEWAY e 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR
TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. ¢ Lori Smith, D.V.M.

Hillary Barra, D.V.M. ¢ Catherine Berry, DVM
Jessica Machala, DVM

pet deserves.

W s 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy
Open M-F 7-6  sat8-12 281-391-3169 * www.katyvetclinic.com

5715 PEEK ROAD e 281-371-3900
RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 ¢ TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH e 281-392-5099

1005 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

THE
CARPET_EXCHANGE

Y
W 281-391-6999

carpetexchange@consolidated.net

Residential & Commercial
Flooring

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH &
ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR © 281-492-
3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS
DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA

| John3:16 "For God s
loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten

Son, that whosoever
| tetiovetnbim shout
nat perish, but have
everlasting life'.

4142 DAYFLOWER e 281-463-2304
GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494
281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC
1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) ¢ 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM
ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. » 281-391-4758
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD ¢ 281-492-7500
REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

SERVICES
Your Computer Help Expert

www.xpernet.com

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD o 281-492-2693
REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY  281-395-4722
DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

jf ‘Director

The Katy Times

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET  281-391-7606
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD ¢ 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN
BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ e 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER
281-712-1492
WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH » 261-392-
3310
ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY » 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH
700 S. WESTGREEN e 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR
LIVING WORD
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD
281-392-2300
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN
MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY  281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB-
WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 » NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY
5601 FIFTH STREET » 281-391-2121
DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 * JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED
METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) ¢ 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. ¢ 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
3434 FRY ROAD » 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS » 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR
BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD » 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW
281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION
281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

\ ofLoca[ Churches )
" & Houses cf Worsﬁi}o i’
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FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD e 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY ¢ 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR
FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. * 281-646-1084
DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. * 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR
KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD e 281-599-1473
JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE,
PASTORS
KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D
281-391-7284 ¢ 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR
KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD
281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 -0 W.,

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 ¢ REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR
LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH e 281-395-5433
SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY
3506 PORTER RD.
281-391-2273
WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)
281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFITH STREET e 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR
POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD e 281-391-0095
G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S ® 713-705-4878
RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF
KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE,
ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00
5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #£: 281-291-8596
PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER'S CELL: 832-335-2552
CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D » 261-391-3310
DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF » 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH e 281-829-1175
ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE
EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. » 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD » 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG
CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD
281-392-0002
REV, FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
1913 EAST AVENUES 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Isaiah 40:31

"But those who wait
on the LORD shall
renew their strength;
they shall mount up
with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not
be weary, they shall
walk and not faint.”

A/C &

TRUE FIX iicating

5 B Tic #*TACLB004843E"™
Quality Service for over 42 Years

Living in KATY, Workingin 2.8 1=-392-9334
KATY & KATY Proud
www.truefix.com

“We're in Your Neighborhood and
We'll Be Here When You Need Us”
281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105
Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

~

- M-Th 7am-7pm
Harrison & Befhke Fri. 7am-3pm
Famlly and Cosmetic Dentistry Sat. 8am-2pm

License # 9157

Landscaping by

.are

o s s
= Siree 798
Irrigation, Sales & Service
P.O. Box 758 « Katy, TX 77492

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

www.landscapebycountrycare.com ¢ countrycare@consolidated.net

3 Praise be to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of compassion and the God of all
comfort,

4 who comforts us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

When the cares
of my heart
are many,
your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

« Printing/Copies
« Office Supplies

o Fax Service
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy
katyprinters.com o 281-391-7072

&

KELLER & SADLER, CPA’S

A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744
Fax: 281-392-5818
Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com

1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494
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2019-20 KATY
AREA VARSITY
SPORTS RESULTS
& SCHEDULE

To submit scores, news or
schedules, email dennis.
silva@katytimes.com

FRIDAY, MARCH 6

CLASS 6A REGIONAL
SEMIFINALS
« Dickinson 83,
Morton Ranch 69
BOYS SOCCER
« Cinco Ranch 3,
Morton Ranch 0
« Tompkins 5, Katy 0
- Seven Lakes 4,
Taylor 0
- Paetow 1, College
Station 1
GIRLS SOCCER
« Tompkins 2, Katy 1
- Cinco Ranch 2,
Morton Ranch 0
- Seven Lakes 1,
Taylor 0
- College Station 5,
Paetow 0
SOFTBALL
- Katy 13, Taylor 1
- CincoRanch 7,
Seven Lakes 0
» Mayde Creek 13,
Morton Ranch 1
- Paetow def.
Cy-Springs

THURSDAY,
MARCH 12

BASEBALL

- Katy at Jersey Village,
9 a.m,; Katy at Langham
Creek, 1:30 p.m.

« Cinco Ranch vs.
Pearland Dawson, at
Friendswood High,
12:30 p.m.; Cinco Ranch
vs. Dulles, at Alvin High,
3 p.m.

» Mayde Creek at
Summer Creek High,
Noon; Mayde Creek vs.
Aldine, at Summer Creek
High, 3 p.m.

« Morton Ranch
vs. College Park, at
Brenham Firemans Park,
9:30 a.m.; Morton Ranch
vs. Brenham, at Brenham
Firemans Park, 2:30 p.m.

- Paetow vs. Huffman,
at Kempner High, 1 p.m.;
Paetow vs. Chisholm
Trail, at Kempner, High,
3:30 p.m.

« Taylor at Kempner,
10:30 a.m.; Taylor vs.
Bellaire, at Fort Bend
Austin High, 3:30 p.m.

» Tompkins at Klein
Cain High, 10 a.m.

FRIDAY,
MARCH 13

SOFTBALL

» Paetow at Seven

Lakes, 5:30 p.m.
BASEBALL

- Cinco Ranch at
Alvin High, 10 a.m.

» Mayde Creek vs.
Aldine, at Summer Creek
High, 3 p.m.

« Morton Ranch

SPORTS
Espinoza plays beyond his years

By DENNIS SILVAI

TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Growing up in Villahermosa, the
capital of the Mexican state of Tabasco,
Danny Espinoza knew little else other
than soccer.

He played for the Chivas Academy
as a 3-year-old. He played soccer every
day, all day. Even into the night.

“Once you're done with homework,
you go back outside to play some more,”
Espinoza said. “You're either doing
homework, watching soccer or playing
soccer. It’s life.”

Espinoza followed the Chivas senior
team. He idolized soccer icons Lionel
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo. But most
of the time, he was honing his skills
playing a style of soccer where the ball-
handling was significantly advanced,
even for the youth, and the conditioning
was tip top.

“Kids never stopped running,” Es-
pinoza said. “It’s always soccer, soccer,
soccer. And the conditions over there ...
the summer here (in Katy) would be like

the winter over there. And no matter
how hot it was, you would run, run, run.
That's a big part of my game. Never stop
running.”

So, Espinoza’s success on the pitch
these days, as a playmaking senior mid-
fielder for regional power Tompkins, is
no surprise. In 16 games for the 17-3-1
Falcons, Espinoza has 23 goals and 16
assists for a total of 62 points.

Falcons coach Tom Jones remem-
bers watching Espinoza for the first
time as an eighth grader at Seven Lakes
Junior High.

“We knew we had something
really special in him,” Jones recalled.
“For being in eighth grade, he was just
so composed with the ball. He was
small, but physical. He did things that
were just beyond his years.”

Espinoza and his family moved to
the Katy area when he was in the third
grade. In sixth grade, the coach for his
club team, Albion, which was associated

See ESPINOZA, page B6
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Tompkins senior Daniel Espinoza has 23 goals and 16 assists in 16 games for the
Falcons so far this season.

SWEET HOM

ECOMING

. g b
VASHAUN NEWMAN | UNIVERSITY OF INCARNATE WORD ATHLETICS

Former Taylor standout and Incarnate Word sophomore guard Macy Ray is averaging 7.9 points and leading the team in 3-pointers made with 51 this season.

Former Taylor standout Macy Ray returns to Katy

By DENNIS SILVATI

TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

he last time Macy Ray

stepped onto a basketball

court in Katy, she was
drilling college-distance
3-pointers for Taylor High and
coach Blair Ary.

The next time she does,

however, Ray will be playing

FOR COMPLETE
SOUTHLAND
CONFERENCE

TOURNAMENT

BRACKETS,
see page B3

second on the Cardinals
(14-15, 10-10 Southland

Former Taylor standout
Macy Ray is having a
significant impact for
Incarnate Word'’s turnaround
this season. Ray ranks

MACY’S MARKS

the Southland Conference
tournament this week in Katy.

GAMES PLAYED-GAME
STARTED: 29-27
MINUTES PER GAME: 32.6
POINTS PER GAME: 7.9

vs. Montgomery, at
Brenham Firemans Park,
Noon; Morton Ranch vs.
Cedar Ridge, at Brenham
Firemans Park, 2:30 p.m.
- Paetow vs. Bellaire,

Center. Incarnate Word, the
No. 7 seed, plays No. 6 seed
Nicholls State at 1:30 p.m. The
winner of the tournament
earns an automatic bid to the
NCAA tournament.

REBOUNDS PER GAME: 1.9
ASSISTS PER GAME: 1.8

STEALS PER GAME: 1.14
3-POINTERS MADE: 51

3-POINT PERCENTAGE: .323
FREE THROW PERCENTAGE: .788

for Incarnate Word, with an
NCAA tournament berth on
the line.

Ray, a 5-foot-7 sophomore
combo guard, and the Cardi-
nals open the Southland Con-

Conference) in points per
game, minutes per game
and assists per game, and
leads the team in 3-pointers
made as it competes for an
NCAA tournament berth in

at Fort Bend Austin High,
3:30 p.m.

- Taylor vs. Chisolm
Trail, at Fort Bend Travis
High, 3:30 p.m.; Taylor at
Fort Bend Travis, 6 p.m.

» Tompkins vs.
George Ranch, at Klein
Collins High, 12:30 p.m.;
Tompkins at Klein Collins
High, 3 p.m.

SATURDAY,
MARCH 14

SOFTBALL

- Ridge Point at Cinco
Ranch, 1:30 p.m.

- Magnolia West at
Paetow, 2:30 p.m.

BASEBALL

« Cinco Ranch vs.
North Shore, at Alvin
High, 12:30 p.m.

+ Morton Ranch vs.
Cy-Fair, at Brenham
Firemans Park, 9:30 a.m.

- Paetow vs. Liberty
Hill, at Kempner High,
10:30 a.m.

« Taylor vs.
Bridgeland, at Fort Bend
Austin High, 10:30 a.m.

See AREA SPORTS, page B2

ference tournament on Thurs-
day, March 12, at the Merrell

See RAY, page B3

Morton Ranch trio leaves distinct legacy

By DENNIS SILVATI

TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Thirty-two minutes of game time
left a temporary stink on what had
been accomplished and built in four
years at Morton Ranch.

The Mavericks saw their pro-
gram-best season end with a thud in
an 83-69 Class 6A Region III semifinal
loss to Dickinson at the Berry Cen-
ter in Cypress on March 6. The Mavs
made just 5 of 22 3-pointers, while the
Gators made 11 of 24, and were out-
scored 25-16 in a crucial third quarter
that essentially awarded Dickinson the
game.

It marked a disappointing and
unceremonious end to the incredible
careers of Morton Ranch seniors L.J.
Cryer, Eddie Lampkin and Westley
Sellers.

“It’s hard to win when we're not at
the top of our game against a team like
Dickinson,” coach Khris Turner said.

“We started the season 0-4 and a lot of
people doubted us. We started playing
well and proving people wrong and
we felt we were ready for the moment.
Had we played better, we felt we
would've been able to advance.

It hurt. The Mavs’ tempers flared in
the waning seconds of the game. Cryer
walked dejectedly off the court after
the buzzer sounded, wearing No. 4 for
the last time as a Mav, an abrupt end
to a historic career.

But not all was lost. That is often
how it goes with legacies.

One game did not take away from
the best season in program history.
One loss did not take away from two
consecutive undefeated district cham-
pionships. One setback did not take
away from what Cryer, Lampkin and
Sellers were able to achieve.

“I'm just proud of what we accom-
plished,” Lampkin said. “We made

See MAVS, page B6

NS

Morton Ranch senior guard L.J. Cryer wrapped up his senior campaign with 1,164 points
for an average of 34.2 per game. His career point total of 3,488 ranks fifth all-time in
Texas high school boys basketball history, and No. 1 all-time in the Greater Houston area.

MARK GOODMAN
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TUESDAY, MARCH 17

BOYS SOCCER
- Katy at Cinco Ranch, 7:30 p.m.

- Mayde Creek at Seven Lakes, at Legacy

Stadium, 7:30 p.m.
« Taylor at Tompkins, 7:30 p.m.
- Magnolia West at Paetow, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER

- Cinco Ranch at Katy, 7:30 p.m.

- Seven Lakes at Mayde Creek, 7:30 p.m.

« Tompkins at Taylor, 7:30 p.m.

- Paetow at Magnolia West, 7 p.m.
SOFTBALL

« Mayde Creek at Katy, 6:15 p.m.

« Tompkins at Cinco Ranch, 6:15 p.m.

« Seven Lakes at Morton Ranch, 6:15 p.m.

- Paetow at Bryan Rudder, 6:30 p.m.
BASEBALL

- Mayde Creek at Katy, 6 p.m.

HOUSTON

- Tompkins at Cinco Ranch, 6 p.m.
- Seven Lakes at Morton Ranch, 6 p.m.
- Paetow at College Station, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20

BOYS SOCCER
- Morton Ranch at Katy, at Legacy

Stadium, 7:30 p.m.

- Cinco Ranch at Taylor, 7:30 p.m.

- Tompkins at Mayde Creek, 7:30 p.m.

- Paetow at Bryan Rudder, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER

- Katy at Morton Ranch, 7:30 p.m.

- Mayde Creek at Tompkins, 7:30 p.m.

- Taylor at Cinco Ranch, 7:30 p.m.

« Bryan Rudder at Paetow, 7 p.m.

SOFTBALL
- Katy at Seven Lakes, 6:15 p.m.
- Taylor at Mayde Creek, 6:15 p.m.

« Morton Ranch at Tompkins, 6:15 p.m.

- Paetow at Brenham, 6:30 p.m.
BASEBALL
- Katy at Seven Lakes, 6 p.m.

SPORTS

- Taylor at Mayde Creek, 6 p.m.

« Morton Ranch at Tompkins, 6 p.m.
- College Station at Paetow, 7 p.m.
« Cinco Ranch at Alvin High, 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

BASEBALL
- Klein High at Taylor, 1 p.m.
« Cinco Ranch at Baytown Sterling, 2 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 24

SOFTBALL

- Tompkins at Katy, 6:15 p.m.

« Cinco Ranch at Morton Ranch, 6:15 p.m.

- Seven Lakes at Taylor, 6:15 p.m.

- Magnolia at Paetow, 6:30 p.m.
BASEBALL

- Tompkins at Katy, 6 p.m.

« Cinco Ranch at Morton Ranch, 6 p.m.

- Seven Lakes at Taylor, 6 p.m.

- Magnolia West at Paetow, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27

SOFTBALL
- Katy at Cinco Ranch, 6:15 p.m.

- Mayde Creek at Seven Lakes, 6:15 p.m.
- Tompkins at Taylor, 6:15 p.m.
- Paetow at Waller, 6:30 p.m.
BASEBALL
« Katy at Cinco Ranch, 6 p.m.
- Mayde Creek at Seven Lakes, 6 p.m.
- Taylor at Tompkins, 6 p.m.
« Clear Springs at Morton Ranch, 6 p.m.
- Paetow at Magnolia West, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 31

SOFTBALL
» Morton Ranch at Katy, 6:15 p.m.
« Cinco Ranch at Taylor, 6:15 p.m.
- Tompkins at Mayde Creek, 6:15 p.m.
« A&M Consolidated at Paetow, 6:30 p.m.
- Seven Lakes at Atascocita, 6:15 p.m.
BASEBALL
- Morton Ranch at Katy, 6 p.m.
- Cinco Ranch at Taylor, 6 p.m.
- Tompkins at Mayde Creek, 6 p.m.
- Langham Creek at Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
- Paetow at Bryan Rudder, 7 p.m.

Our nationally recognized specialists are
finding new ways to outsmart cancer.

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced treatments,
our leading cancer care is available in West Houston and Katy.
We offer personalized guidance and support, so you can focus
on healing, surviving and thriving.

Methalist

CANCER CENTER

i

.¢-‘~

PARK ROW DR.
3 HOUSTONMETHODIST &
e - CANCERCENTER o
()
West Houston-Katy
L o
(]
®
®
832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west




SPORTS

THE KATY TIMES Bs
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2020

“”H'E:u“[l!

\\ ‘ll_ll.!l //

Wed., March 11

Thurs., March 12

No. 8 A&M-Corpus Christi

Winner Game 1

Game 1-5p.m.

No. 5 Northwestern State

MEN'S BASKETBALL

2020 Southland Conference Men's Baskethall Tournament
March 11-14,2020 | Leonard E. Merrell Center | Katy, Texas

Fri., March 13

Winner Game 3

Sat., March 14

Game 3 -5 p.m.

No. 4 Sam Houston State

Game 5 -5 p.m.

No. 1 Stephen F. Austin

No. 2 Abilene Christian

Winner Game 5

Championship Game -8:30pm,
Southland Tournament
Champion and
NCAA Automatic Qualifier

| == J |

The championship game will be televised on ESPN2.

Game 6 -7:30 p.m. Winner Game 6

No. 3 Nichalls
No. 7 McNeese Game 4730 pm, Winner Game 4

Winner Game 2

Game 2 - 7:30 p.m.
No. 6 Lamar
*All Times Central
ESPN-+ will have exclusive coverage of the
first, second and semifinal rounds.
| 1 ]

(= J

The ESPN+ and ESPN2 broadcasts are available online
at ESPN.com/watch and the ESPN apps.

2020 Hercules Tires Southland Conference Women's Baskethall Tournament
March 12-15,2020 | Leonard E. Merrell Center | Katy, Texas

Thurs., March 12 Fri., March 13 Sat., March 14 Sun., March 15
No. 8 Southeastern La.
Game 1-11am, | Winner Game 1
No. 5 New Orleans Game 3-11 am, |Winner Game 3
No. 4 Sam Houston State
Game5—1pm, |Winner Game 5

No. 1 Texas A&M-Corpus Christi

Championship Game-1pm.
Southland Tournament
Champion and

No. 2 Stephen F. Austin NCAA Automatic Qualifier

Game 6 - 3:30 p.m. Winner Game 6
No. 3 Abilene Christian
No. 7 UW Game 4-1:30 p.m, | Winner Game 4
Game 2-1:30 pm. | Winner Game 2
No. 6 Nicholls
*All Times Central
ESPN-+ will have exclusive coverage of the
first, second and semifinal rounds.
I 1 ] The championship game will be televised on CBS SPORTS
==r' ' CBS Sports Network. NETWORK

The ESPN+ broadcasts are available online at
ESPN.com/watch and the ESPN apps.

RAY

from page B1

The Katy native is excited for the chance
to do so in front of family and friends. Earlier
this week, the Cardinals held practice at
Taylor High.

“I'think it’s cool I went off to play Division
I basketball and now we get the chance to
compete for a spot in the NCAA tourna-
ment in my hometown,” Ray said. “It’s really
exciting”

Ray, a four-year varsity letterman for
Taylor and first-team all-region player her
junior and senior seasons, is having a break-
out season for Incarnate Word, averaging 7.9
points and leading the team in 3-pointers
made with 51.

Ray ranks second on the team in points
per game, minutes per game (32.6) and
assists per game (1.8). She is coming off a ca-
reer-best outing against Abilene Christian on
March 8 in which she scored a career-high
23 points on 7-of-14 3-point shooting to go
with only one turnover in 43 minutes.

“I probably have to get on her more often
than not about not shooting,” said Cardi-
nals coach Jeff Dow, who is in his first year
at the helm. “She doesn’t take bad shots. I
have to remind her she’s one of our premier
3-point shooters: ‘We run the plays we run
in part that, when we have open looks from
3, you have to shoot it/ The confidence in
her shooting and her ballhandling has really
improved throughout the season.”

It has been a remarkable turnaround sea-
son for Incarnate Word, which is 14-15 and a
conference tournament postseason qualifier
after going 5-24 last season. The Cardinals
are enjoying their most successful season
since becoming a NCAA Division I program
in 2013-14.

Incarnate Word was picked to finish last
(13th) in the conference in a preseason poll
by league coaches. Instead, the Cardinals
have earned first-time wins over Stephen E
Austin and Lamar, and first-time road wins
over Abilene Christian and Sam Houston
State.

The Cardinals have beaten three teams in
the conference who were in first place at the
time they played.

“We've seen what we can do,” Ray said.
“We're bringing that confidence knowing
that we're the team to beat. We can compete
with all those big-name schools and show
off all the hard work that’s led up to this.”

Ray has been an integral part of the
Cardinals’ rise, which comes as no surprise
to Ary, who also played at Incarnate Word
and whose former college coach, Angela
Lawson, is now a senior associate director of
athletics at the school.

Most see Ray as the precociously talented
underclassman who can light it up from
3-point range at a moment’s notice. Ary sees
the young girl from years ago who would
run onto the court at halftime of her older
brother Corbin’s varsity basketball tourna-
ment games to shoot around, using every
ounce of power in her small body to knock
in long-range shots.

“There was this little kid on the floor,
shooting at every halftime and between the
games of a tournament we were at,” said
Ary, who was coaching at Clear Brook at the
time. “We were like, ‘Get off the floor, kid!
She was a fourth or fifth-grade kid, shooting
and knocking them down. Like, what in the
world? But in all honesty, I remember telling
my assistant that I wanted to coach a kid like
that”

Ary got her wish. She got to Taylor not
long after, and Ray soon followed. In 2014,
making her first varsity start in her first game
as a freshman, Ray scored 28 points and
made 68 percent of her 3s against perennial
area power Cypress Ranch.

That was the beginning of a special
player. As a senior, Ray averaged 12.7 points,

VASHAUN NEWMAN | UNIVERSITY OF INCARNATE WORD ATHLETICS

Former Taylor standout and Incarnate Word sophomore guard Macy Ray ranks second on the Cardinals in points per game (7.9), minutes per game (32.6) and assists per game (1.8).

2.4 assists and 2.3 steals per game, hitting 36
percent of her 3s.

“You can see the same kid now in college,
taking the same shots she’d take with us,
almost standing out of bounds, shooting 3s,”
Ary said. “She still hustles. She’s still making
the smart play. She’s still working so hard. It’s
just awesome to see her confidence level at
the college level”

Ray is the youngest of four children. Her
mother, Vickie, and Corbin played basket-
ball at Texas Tech. Her sister Lexie played at
Collin County Junior College.

“My brother is 10 years older than me
and he put a ball in my hands before I could
even walk,” Ray said. “I've been playing since
I took my first steps. It’s always been my
passion.”

Ray is a gym rat, simply because she hates
getting beat. At anything.

Ary doesn’t remember Ray ever losing a
conditioning sprint drill at Taylor. She does
remember taking many late evening calls
from Taylor custodians; Ray had somehow
found her way into the school and to the

. Again.

“She will kill herself to beat someone,”
Ary said. “I feel really bad for her husband.
She’s getting married soon, and I'm just like,
‘Sorry, I don’t know what to tell you, dude!
She just has that inner drive.

Ray said she is eager to always prove to
her coach, be it Ary in high school or Dow
now, that she can be someone to rely upon.
She commits to establishing herself as a lead-
er in practices. That carries over into games.

It's part of the reason she became a
fulltime starter 10 games into her freshman
season.

“No matter what team I've played for, be it
AAU, Coach Ary at Taylor, or here, I've always
just tried to bring to practice the way I play,’
Ray said. “The energy, the competitiveness,
an overall determination to beat people. All

of that has transitioned to this level to give
me playing time and the opportunity I have
now.”

the court and demand accountability on and
off it. Dow said Ray has “helped a ton” ever
since meeting her for the first time when he

Dow commends Ray for her role in took the job last April.
integrating his no-nonsense culture. The “We’ve leaned heavily for her,” Dow said,
Cardinals are a defensive-oriented team on “and for good reason.”

AMY ABKE | FRESHMAN
SEVEN LAKES HIGH

Amy Abke is enjoying a dominant start to
her first season of high school softball. Last
week, Abke hit .667 with a home run against
Fort Bend Clements and two grand slams,
including one in the Spartans’ district opener
against Tompkins. Abke boasts an ERA of 2.14
this season and is hitting .533 overall.
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SPORTS

Tompkins dominates all-district honors

By DENNIS SILVA 1l

TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

After claiming its first district championship,
and going undefeated in doing so, Tompkins
dominated All-District 19-6A girls basketball
honors for the 2019-20 season.

The Falcons went 12-0 in winning 19-6A,
thanks to a dynamic mix of young, precocious
talent and veteran leadership. For their efforts,
coach Tammy Ray was named the district’s
Coach of the Year, freshman guard Loghan
Johnson was a unanimous choice as Most
Valuable Player, junior guard Crystal Smith
was named Defensive Most Valuable Player,
and freshman wing/guard Fiyin Adeleye was a
unanimous choice as Newcomer of the Year.

Katy High finished second in the district with
an 8-4 record, followed by Cinco Ranch (7-5)
and Seven Lakes (7-5) as the playoff qualifiers
out of 19-6A. Taylor finished 5-7, Morton Ranch
2-10 and Mayde Creek 1-11.

Katy High senior guard Allana Thompson
rounded out the district’s superlative honors by
earning Offensive Most Valuable Player.

The rest of the all-district team is as follows:

First Team: Fiyin Adeleye, fr., Tompkins;
Abby Bala, jr., Cinco Ranch; Joy Jegede, sr., Katy

High; Bayli Bulawa, sr., Seven Lakes; Dominique
Lombard, jr., Taylor; Madison Mascorro, so.,
Cinco Ranch; Mia Hill, sr., Tompkins; Lily
Baumgardner, jr., Seven Lakes.

Second Team: Catherine Hursh, sr., Cinco
Ranch; Madyson Bailey, sr., Morton Ranch;
Aubrey Ridenhour, jr., Katy High; Kenzie
Durnford, jr., Tompkins; Danielle St. Denis, sr.,
Taylor; Daniela Alzate, jr., Seven Lakes; Victoria
Huggins, sr., Cinco Ranch; Jharyn Craig, sr.,
Morton Ranch; Sasha Fernandez, jr., Katy High.

Academic All-District Team (A’s and B’s
during season)

Seven Lakes: Lily Baumgardner, Ximena
Diaz, Bayli Bulawa, Caitlyn Tucker, Summer
Halphen, Addison Poth, Ashton Poth, Kennedy
Johnston Nelson, Ib Afolabi.

Katy High: Sasha Fernandez, Joy Jegede,
Lauren Keller, Asya May, Riley Severin.

Taylor: Micah Elegores, Henley Beisert,
Chelsea Huynh.

Tompkins: Emilie Carvajal, Keilyn Cremins,
Mia Hill, Sovereign Mack, Jadyn Mazzoccoli,
Madison Zutz.

Morton Ranch: Madyson Bailey, Brianna
Charlton.

Cinco Ranch: Abby Bala, Taylor Rowland.

Mayde Creek: Yosseline Flores.
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Call Today!

The Katy Times
281-391-3141

Tompkins freshman Fiyin Adeleye was named 19-6A' all-district Newcomer of the Year this season.

Cleaning Service

ONLY $30 Per WEEK

Call Debbie to reserve

Cleaning Service

o CLEANING
& Handyman Pros

» Handyman Services/Plumbing/HVAC/Electrical
* Heavy Duty Cleaning top to bottom

+ Water/Fire/Mold Damage Restoration
+ Painting/Drywall

+ Home/Office Remodeling

* Floor Stripping and waxing/Junk Removal
» Window Cleaning

I Will Keep Your House
Clean FromWeek To Week!

Call Sage
REFERENCES

281-744-5457

your space at

281-391-3141

281-502-5686

www.firstclasscleaningpro.com
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$23.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word $1.55

Katy

ASSIFIEDS

Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

WORD AD RATE

Display Ads ....... Friday noon
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Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com
to place your ad today!

VISA DISCOVER

DEADLINES
Word Ads....... Monday noon

FOR RENT
OR LEASE

HELP HELP
WANTED WANTED

2000 SQ FT, 4 PROJECT ENGINEER: Run network

bedroom, 3 bath,
fireplace,

scan software Proneta and configure
kitch- equipment addresses on MPD system

en island, granite on drilling rigs; configure NOV drilling
downstairs  bar parameters on DAQ PLC; prepare pro-
located in quiet posals for new projects using SafeLink

neighborhood in
Crystal Beach,

resources including SafeVision and
Safe Data Management; manage the

Tx by School. For scope of the project with the custom-

more information,

er; identify and control the risks of the

call 936-488- drilling project; deal directly with suppli-

1314.

ers to procure equipment and material

----- for the project; perform a rig survey to

KATY
TIMES

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!
CALL TODAY!

281-391-3141

Modules

PUBLIC

NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

define scope of system installation and
prepare final report; supervise MPD

assembly; perform trouble-

shooting on IT and automation network
of the system. REQS: 2 yrs of exp in
the job duties or 2 yrs of exp in posi-
tions using the above listed software
programs. Mail resume, Attn.: lara Con-
rado, SafeKick Americas, LLC, 1350
Ravello Drive, Katy, TX 77449.

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC PUBLIC

NOTICES

PUBLIC

NOTICES NOTICES

PUBLIC PUBLIC

NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

NOTICES

Notice of Public Hearing

March 24, 2020
11:30 am
20625 Clay Road, Katy 77449

The purpose of the meeting is to present Calvin Nelms Char-
ter School’s Texas Academic Performance Report (TAPR) for
the 2018-19 school year.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION
FOR A BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE
LICENSE, A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE STORE TASTING
PERMIT BY QUALITY LICENSING CORP. D/B/A
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. (STORE #3827)
LOCATED AT 5660 W GRAND PKWY S,
RICHMOND, FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS
77406. OFFICERS OF SAID COMPANY AREJOHN
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W.
ALLEN, VP; WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA
M. LAZENBY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY; DANIEL
JOHN RICE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION
FOR A BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE
LICENSE, A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE STORE TASTING
PERMIT BY QUALITY LICENSING CORP.
D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING CORP. (STORE
#7310) LOCATED AT 24919 WESTHEIMER,
KATY, FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS 77494.
OFFICERS OF SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W.
ALLEN, VP; WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA
M. LAZENBY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY;
DANIEL JOHN RICE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION
FOR A BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE
LICENSE AND A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE
PERMIT BY QUALITY LICENSING CORP. D/B/A
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. (STORE #4111FW)
LOCATED AT 26814 EM. 1093, RICHMOND,
FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS 77406. OFFICERS
OF SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN SCUDDER,
PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W. ALLEN, VP;
WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA M. LAZENBY,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY; DANIEL JOHN RICE,

ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

“Donate A Boat 4

or Car Today!
Boaq‘LAngel

“2-Night Free Vacation!” i
$00-700-BOAT o

www.hoatangel.com S/ £
STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILOREN o, /

- S The Ingleside Chamber

INGLESIDE

PRESENTS

1S12Z ANV HLOZ HOYVIN

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION
FOR A BEER RETAIL DEALER’S OFF-PREMISE
LICENSE AND A WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE
PERMIT BY QUALITY LICENSING CORP.
D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING CORP. (STORE
#4111FB) LOCATED AT 26814 EM. 1093, KATY,
FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS 77406. OFFICERS
OF SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN SCUDDER,
PRESIDENT/CEO; MATTHEW W. ALLEN,
VP; WAYNE HAMILTON, VP; ANDREA M.
LAZENBY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY; DANIEL
JOHN RICE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

Ordinance No. 129

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PATTISON, TEXAS
PROHIBITING ILLEGAL DUMPING OF GARBAGE
ON PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PUBLIC ROADS;
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS OF
THIS ORDINANCE

PASSED by a majority vote of the members of the City
Council this 4th day of February 2020.

Details about this ordinance can be found on the City
of Pattison website: www.pattison.texas.gov under the
Information section. Contact the City Secretary at 281-
934-3715 or via email at CitySecretary@pattiosontexas.org
with any questions.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals for 2020 CITY OF KATY SANITARY

SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT will be received
at City of Katy Municipal Building, 901 Avenue C, Katy,
Texas 77493, until 2:00 p.m., Thursday, March 19, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of
the largest possible total bid, including consideration of
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined
in the Contract Documents. Performance Bond, Payment
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids,
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid
documents for each project at the office of the Engineer,
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas
77493, (281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash
only in the amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & Ley-
endecker, Inc. Bidder must telephone before coming to pick
up plans. Said amount will be refunded if the bid docu-
ments are returned in good condition within one (1) week
of the date of bid. Otherwise, no refunds will be made.
Additional sets may be purchased for $40.00. Subcontrac-
tors and Suppliers may purchase sets for $40.00 which will
not be refunded.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals for CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PARKING
LOT IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE MUNICIPAL

\WE BU

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422

OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of
March 8, 2020

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage.
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down.
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms,
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

CHARITY

Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT,
‘www.boatangel.com.

EVENTS

Ingleside Round-Up Days and Music Festival, March
20 & 21, N.O. Simmons Park, Ingleside, TX. Music,
Food & Fun. Admission $5. Presented by the Ingleside
Chamber of Commerce, www.inglesidetxchamber.com.

New Braunfels Area Car Club Swap Meet &
Sunday Car Show, April 24-26, 2020, Comal County
Fairgrounds, 801 E. Common Street, New Braunfels,
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com. No Dogs Please.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WANTED 10 HOMES needing Roofs, Siding/
Windows. We’re opening a branch office and using
these homes for our brochure. SAVE HUNDREDS!
Payments $89/Mo*. Starcraft Industries, 888-878-6443
*wac.

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing
and producing including non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800,
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

REAL ESTATE

For Sale by Owner — Ready to build plots in Runaway
Bay, TX next to Golf Course, neighboring fast growing
Denton county. Information: www.rockwall-group.com.
Phone: 214-436-2153.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

SATELLITE TV

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-710-4824 or satellitedealnow.com/tex.

STEAKS

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! SAVE 68% PLUS get 4 FREE
Burgers. Order The Favorite Gift - ONLY $69.99.
1-866-879-0154 mention code:59104KRJ or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/love48.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
273 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

COURTS BUILDING, THE LIBRARY AND THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT will be received at City of Katy
Municipal Building, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493, until
2:15 p.m., Thursday, March 19, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of
the largest possible total bid, including consideration of
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined
in the Contract Documents. Performance Bond, Payment
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids,
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid doc-
uments for each project at the office of the Engineer, Clay
& Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 77493,
(281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash only in the
amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & Leyendecker, Inc.
Bidder must telephone before coming to pick up plans. Said
amount will be refunded if the bid documents are returned
in good condition within one (1) week of the date of bid.
Otherwise, no refunds will be made. Additional sets may
be purchased for $40.00. Subcontractors and Suppliers
may purchase sets for $40.00 which will not be refunded.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Wilbow-Bergamo
Vista, LLC on behalf of Harris County Municipal Utility
District No. 495, will be received at the office of LJA
Engineering, Inc., 2929 Briarpark Drive, Suite 150,
Houston, Texas 77042, until 2:00 p.m., Local Time,
Thursday, March 26, 2020, and then publicly opened and
read for “Construction of the Bergamo Vista Lift Station to
Serve Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 495 for
Wilbow-Bergamo Vista, LLC on behalf of Harris County
Municipal Utility District No. 495, Harris County, Texas”.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: lift
station.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned
unopened. A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be
held on Thursday, March 19, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. Local Time,
at the office of LJA Engineering, Inc., 2929 Briarpark Drive,
Suite 150, Houston, Texas 77042.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided,
and provide the required insurance certificates within seven
(7) days after the date Contract Documents are received by
the Contractor.

Bidding documents may be examined at LJA Engineering,
Inc., AGC of Texas, Construct Connect, and Amtek or may
be obtained by prospective bidders or suppliers upon
payment of one hundred dollars ($100.00 non-refundable
plus cost of delivery) ($50.00 for electronic copy) for
each set of documents at LJA Engineering, Inc., 2929
Briarpark Drive, Suite 150, Houston, Texas 77042
or at https://bids.lja.com. Bidders must register on this
website to download bidding documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding
process except time of submitting a Bid. The Successful
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District
and result in the best and most economical completion of
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or
Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract
can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or
intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of
that subchapter.

Wilbow-Bergamo Vista, LLC on behalf of
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 495

Visit us online at KatyTimes.com
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SOCCER STANDINGS

AS OF THURSDAY, MARCH 12
DISTRICT 19-6A

BOYS

DISTRICT

W L TIE POINTS
x-Seven Lakes 9 1 1 28
x-Cinco Ranch 8 1 1 25
x-Tompkins 7 3 0 21
Taylor 4 5 1 13
Morton Ranch 3 8 0 9
Mayde Creek 2 6 2 8
Katy 0 9 1 1
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title
GIRLS

DISTRICT

W L TIE POINTS
x-Tompkins 9 0 1 28
x-Seven Lakes 8 1 2 26
Cinco Ranch 4 3 3 15
Taylor 3 5 2 1
Morton Ranch 3 7 1 10
Katy 2 4 4 10
Mayde Creek 0o 9 1 1
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title
DISTRICT 19-5A
BOYS

DISTRICT

W L TIE POINTS
x-Paetow 7 1 4 25
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title
GIRLS

DISTRICT

W L TIE POINTS
Paetow 1 9 2 5

SOFTBALL STANDINGS

AS OF THURSDAY, MARCH 12
DISTRICT 19-6A

DISTRICT OVERALL

w L w L
Cinco Ranch 2 0 6 6
Katy 1 0 6 6
Tompkins 1 0 9 2
Taylor 1 1 7 5
Mayde Creek 1 1 4 7
Morton Ranch 0 2 3 10
Seven Lakes 0 2 2 6

x-clinched playoff berth

SPORTS

Cougars enjoying dominant start

By DENNIS SILVATI

TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

A 10-strikeout, one-run outing
would be considered a great night
by just about any standard for any
pitcher.

But those numbers highlighted
what was an otherwise subpar eve-
ning, by his considerable standard,
for Cinco Ranch senior ace Reid
Easterly.

The left-hander and Yale signee
also surrendered five walks and
three hits in his six innings of work
in the Cougars’ 8-1 win over Clear
Lake on March 10. Easterly had
issues with his command early;
still, he overcame in demonstrative
fashion when adversity struck.

Easterly surrendered all three of
his hits, four walks and the earned
run in the first three innings. Over
his final three innings, however, he
struck out eight, did not give up a
hit, and allowed just one baserun-

ner. Cinco Ranch senior Reid Easterly delivers a pitch during a game against Clear Lake at Cinco
Ranch High School on Tuesday, March 10. Easterly struck out 10 and gave up one run on three
hits in six innings.

“I'was really working on my re-
lease point, trying to get consistent
on where I'was releasing the ball,’
Easterly said. “Consistency is big

He’s a smart kid. He gets a lot of
swing-and-misses, which is really
helpful”

Easterly, though, is just one sig-
nificant piece in what has been an
impressive start by Cinco Ranch,
which is 11-1-1 and outscoring op-
ponents by an average of 5.9 runs
per game so far this season.

The Cougars have 10 players
signed to play college ball and can
win games with pitching, hitting or
defense.

Easterly is the headliner of a
dynamic and deep pitching staff
that includes Henderson and
sophomore Blake Hansen. Each
member of that trio already has a
no-hitter this season.

Cinco Ranch has the bats as
well. Senior leadoff hitter Jake
Linderman is batting close to .500
and contributed a nice two-run tri-
ple against Clear Lake that helped
break open the game. Hansen,
senior Ethan Box and junior Tyler
Duron have all “been absolutely
killing the ball,” Wallace said.

It's a deep lineup that works
counts and has already surpassed
its extra-base total from last season.

MARK GOODMAN

y-clinched district title

for me. I know if I can be consis-
tent, I can come out every start and
put my best foot forward and not
have a game where I'm not sharp,
like I' was (against Clear Lake)’

Ifhis last three outings are
any indication, Easterly is close to
reaching top form.

Easterly was part of a combined
no-hitter with senior starter Logan
Henderson in a 7-0 win over Aldine
MacArthur on March 3. Easterly
threw an inning of reliefwork,
striking out three. Two days later,
he no-hit Lamar Consolidated in
an electric six-inning, 17-strikeout
masterpiece.

“He was fantastic,” coach Brett
Wallace said.

On Tuesday, Easterly had a

rough start, but finished in his
typical fashion, retiring 11 of the
last 12 batters he faced. Overall, in
his last 13 innings of work, Easter-
ly has registered 30 strikeouts.

“Ifeel like I've gotten into a
good rhythm the last couple of
games,” Easterly said. “(Against
Clear Lake), I struggled early.
They got a few nice hits and I
walked some guys. I knew I just
had to throw strikes and get in a
zone.

His coach is impressed.

“His first outing against Cy-
Woods, he was a bit wild,” Wallace
said. “He had six walks, but four
came in the first inning and he
figured it out. In that first outing,
he was flying open with his front

side (when a pitcher over-rotates
and puts a lot of stress on the el-
bow and shoulder), and he knew
it. He told us.

“The same thing happened
this game. He was flying open,
his arm was lagging and he was
missing high. When he messes
up, he knows how to fix it. He can
work through it and get back into
a groove at any point.’

Easterly worked tirelessly in
the offseason on adding velocity.
His fastball now tops off at 89
miles per hour. During the sea-
son, he has been adamant about
being consistent in his motion.

“He’s been great,” Wallace
said. “He’s throwing a lot of
strikes and he’s really competing.

“We've got a good amount of
talent here and it’s really all coming
together,” Linderman said. “We're
hitting the ball and getting those
extra-base hits that we weren't get-
ting last year. We got two no-hitters
last week. It’s all there for us”

The key the rest of the way?
Keep it going.

“Keep that momentum,” Wal-
lace said. “Aslong as our pitcher
can go out there and throw strikes,
we're going to be a tough team to
beat. With our bats, we can give
up a few more runs and still have
the confidence to overcome it. The
pitching has been on point. The
sticks have really come through.
We have great defense. We're really
molding into a complete team
right now”’

MAVS

from page B1

history for the program. It means a lot to me.
When we lost, I was really hurt, because I felt
like we let the community down. When we got
here, nobody really was coming to our games.
And now the culture of basketball has really
come to Katy”

Cryer and Sellers were four-year varsity let-
termen. They guided the Mavericks to a 97-39
overall record, a winning percentage of 71.3.

Lampkin joined the varsity as a sophomore.
With Cryer, Sellers and Lampkin, the Mavericks
were 78-26, a winning percentage of 75.0. As
a trio, they won two district titles, six playoff
games and earned the first regional tourna-
ment berth in the program’s history.

They are marquee names. Cryer, ranked
No. 60 in ESPN’s Class of 2020 rankings, is
headed off to play at Baylor. Lampkin, affec-
tionally nicknamed “Baby Shaq,” is going to
TCU. Sellers’ next destination is unknown,
but he made a significant impact as one of
the most versatile, stat-stuffing talents in the
Houston area.

“I feel like there never will be another trio
like them,” Turner said of their impact on his
program. “Not just because we went further,
but because of the talent level. People talk
about Eddie’s size, but he was also vocal, he
gave us everything he had, and it was amazing
to watch him play. Wes was our dog. He was
consistent in doing anything and everything
we asked, and then even more. And, of course,
LJ.isL.J.

“The three of them have the highest bas-
ketball IQ I've ever seen. You can have all the
talent in the world, but their basketball IQ is
what set them apart”

The trio departs winning 30 consecutive
district games, believed to be the best ever
streak in Katy ISD boys basketball.

“It shows that we play hard and we play
for each other,” Cryer said. “You don’t win 30
straight games without being a team. Everyone
has to be on the same page every night. It's a
big accomplishment.”

Cryer wrapped up his mesmerizing senior
campaign with 1,164 points for an average of
34.2 per game. His career point total of 3,488
ranks fifth all-time in Texas high school boys
basketball history, and No. 1 all-time in the
Greater Houston area.

The 6-foot-1 scoring dynamo shot 55 per-
cent overall, including 44 percent from 3-point
range. His 145 3-pointers made rank 17th all-
time for a single season.

The Greater Houston area had not seen a

Morton Ranch senior guard Westley Sellers averaged 10
points, 6.2 assists, 5.2 rebounds and 2.7 steals over his junior
and senior seasons.

scorer like Cryer since Houston Jones’ Daniel
Gibson in the early 2000s.

“The confidence, the impact he has on peo-
ple. That's what I will remember,” Turner said of
his star guard. “I go to the store sometimes and
people talk to me about L.J. Cryer. You should
see him around little kids. The impact”

Lampkin averaged 12.6 points and eight
rebounds in his three seasons of varsity. He
admits he was never serious about basketball
as a freshman. His first love was football.

But he started getting serious about the
game as a sophomore, when he, perhaps not
coincidentally, made the varsity. Since then, his
scoring ability from either block and with either
hand improved impressively over his career,
and he averaged a career-best 10.9 rebounds
this season.

“Morton Ranch made me become a man,”’
Lampkin said. “I didn’t take anything seri-
ous, especially academically. But once I took
basketball seriously, I had to take academics
seriously. I had to grow up. Academically, I
really became a man.”

Sellers averaged a career-best 12.8 points
per game his freshman year, but settled into a
more defensive-oriented role once Lampkin

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN

Morton Ranch senior center Eddie Lampkin averaged 12.6 points and eight rebounds in his three seasons of varsity.

came on board as a sophomore. Sellers’ unself-
ishness and leadership is held in high regard in
the Mavs’ locker room and coaching offices.

He averaged 10 points, 6.2 assists, 5.2
rebounds and 2.7 steals over his junior and
senior seasons.

“I care more about the team than I do about
myself” Sellers said. “Whatever it takes to win.”

As it is with star-laden teams, it was the little
things that made a difference.

Lampkin was more engaged as a vocal
leader this season, giving his teammates pep
talks when necessary and high-fiving them
after every good play. Sellers, always a captain,
was more demonstrative in asserting his voice
and coaching younger players.

Cryey, the ultimate leader by example, took
the team under his wing during any and all
adverse situations.

“As they've gotten older, they matured,”
Turner said. “Before, it was about getting num-
bers and proving themselves. They learned
how to incorporate everyone else into it, too.
That’s a big deal”

Turner likes to tell a story about a couple of

young Morton Ranch junior high basketball
players he runs into from time to time.

“One younger kid, every time he sees me,
he says, ‘Coach, I'm the next L.J.,” Turner said.
“Then we have a bigger kid at the junior high,
and he says, ‘Coach, I don’t know if I'm going
to be the next Eddie, but we're going to get it
done”

That eagerness and excitement from the
junior high ranks was never the case before
Cryer, Lampkin or Sellers stepped onto the
Morton Ranch campus. The Mavericks are no
longer a basketball afterthought. They are one
of the premier names in Region III basketball.
They are a program to be reckoned with.

“Before those three got here, no one knew
anything about Morton Ranch,” Turner said.
“Now you've got to respect the name. Now
people looking to move to the Katy area knows
that Morton is a good place to be. Kids who
want to be a part of something now know that
Morton is a good place.

“The bar is so much higher now. The stan-
dard has been shattered. And without those
three, we would not have the name we have.”

ESPINOZA
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with Reading, a second division
club in England, recommended
Espinoza for a trial with Reading
and sent him to some U.S. camps
attended by coaches from the U.S.
national team.

“It really hit me, like, wow,” said
Espinoza, who was more advanced
as a dribbler, passer and student of
the game than his peers in middle
school. “I can really do something
with this sport. I realized it's what
I'wanted to do. Once I got to high
school, Iwouldn’t do any other sport.
Soccer was the sport I wanted to do””

Espinoza suffered a torn ACL
during the first game of his sopho-

more season at Tompkins. He missed
that season and was not cleared to
return to action until December 2018.
He did not play his first game until
midway through the district season
of his junior year, and used 2019 to
regain his rhythm and confidence.

Last summer, however, marked
another epiphany.

“That summer helped me alot,
said Espinoza, who now patterns his
game after Neymar. “I was in Albion
and they put me with the Royals for
USL League 2 (a development soccer
league sponsored by United States
Soccer Leagues). That was big, as far
as playing with guys who played with
the national team, another player
who played 17 years in the MLS....
that experience just pushed me.”

Now Espinoza feels faster and
stronger in his recovery from his knee

injury, and smarter after playing with
the Royals.

“Playing with bigger and stronger
players, I still realized you can
outsmart them with movement and
even when you don’t have the ball,
Espinoza said.

Espinoza had gained such vast ex-
perience and exposure that he signed
in November to play college soccer at
Memphis, where he will join former
Falcons teammate Jovan Prado, de-
spite missing almost two full seasons
of high school competition and his
senior campaign still pending.

“He came back so much stronger,”
Jones said. “He was one of those guys
that he wasn’t going to let anything
stop him. He’s just going to work and
work and work. Everybody we play
puts two guys on him, and he’s still
getting the stats he’s getting”

Jones attributes Espinoza’s suc-
cess to his work rate.

“He’s like the Energizer Bunny,
always going, always working,’ Jones
said. “And he sees the field so well
that nobody will see him make runs
and he'll get behind people. He’s also
a great finisher””

Espinoza credits his success to
his maturity as a player this season,
eager and willing to impact the game
beyond scoring.

“The big thing for me is influenc-
ing the game in other ways,” Espinoza
said. “Move the game along with
one or two touches, be quick, getting
teammates involved and sharing the
ball”

Tompkins has made the regional
semifinals in three of the last four
seasons. Espinoza and Jones feel this
is the team to get to the regional final

and, maybe, even to the state tourna-
ment in Georgetown.

“This team, overall, has a better
advantage than last year’s because
we can possess the ball better,” Jones
said. “We can move the ball around.
It's a mental game with these guys.

If they can stay mentally focused, I
believe we can get over the hump”’

Espinoza has been encouraged by
how the Falcons handle adversity.

“This team is super talented,”
Espinoza said. “We’ve had struggles
this season, but the thing about this
team is every time we've had a strug-
gle, we've gotten better. This team
is starting to understand how good
we can be. We keep improving. Last
year, we set the tone by getting to the
(regional) semifinals. We want to get
back and go even beyond. Get further
than we've ever gotten.”



