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By SANDRA SADEK
EDITORIAL INTERN

The Waller County Commis-
sioners’ Court received updates 
on several construction projects, 
discussed a recent uptick of 
COVID-19 cases and approved 
several monetary items during 
their May 27 meeting. 

The court was given updates 
on renovations made to the 
Hempstead Library and the Pre-
cinct 4 Building by Waller County 
Construction Manager Danny 
Rothe. Rothe said the library 
project is on schedule and on 
budget. It is expected to open by 
the end of summer. The Precinct 4 
Building is also near completion, 
with more than 80% done, Rothe 
said. The annex may be named  
after a local hero, but discussions 
are still up in the air. Payments 
for each construction company 
involved in the renovations and 
construction were approved by 
the court as well, totaling about 
$512,000 to Dahvar Construction 
and Design, and Collier Con-
struction.

Waller 
talks 
virus, 
grants

R. HANS MILLER

Waller County commissioners discussed 
construction and renovation of county 
facilities, the COVID-19 pandemic and accepted 
a criminal justice grant of more than $100,000. 
The meeting was held via teleconference to 
observe social distancing rather than at the 
county courthouse (pictured above).

By SANDRA SADEK
EDITORIAL INTERN 

An outbreak of mold at the Katy Fire Station One has forced all 
office and operations personnel to be moved out of the station, 
according to Fire Chief Russell Wilson. 

City of Katy Mayor Bill Hastings said COVID-19 has made it 
harder to get in touch with individuals who can help with the mold 
issue, but repairs remain a priority. 

“We have a proposal to have it renovated and that proposal says 
that it would take three and a half to four months,” Hastings said. 
“Now, we’re in the process of trying to go through that. We have a 
price on it. We’re just trying to figure out at this time how to budget 
for that.”

The engine and medical crews are currently staged at the Senior 
Center on East Fifth Avenue for operating units for the north side of 
town. This location is a designated backup fire station and includes 

Mold closes Katy fire station

SANDRA SADEK
See MOLD, page 5

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Fort Bend County Constable Office Pct. 
4 Deputy Caleb Rule was killed in the line of 
duty at about 2 a.m. May 29. Rule was acci-
dentally shot by a Fort 
Bend County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy when 
he responded to a call 
in the 3900 block of 
Chestnut Bend in Mis-
souri City, southeast of 
the Katy Area accord-
ing to a FBCSO press 
release.

“We are heartbro-
ken over this,” said Sheriff Troy Nehls in an 
early-morning press release. “We are praying 
for everyone involved and will have chaplains 

Constable killed in accidental shooting

NEHLS PRESS CONFERENCE

Fort Bend County Sheriff Troy Nehls (in brown at the podium) is joined by his brother, Fort Bend County Constable for Precinct 
4 Trever Nehls (left in blue) and other representatives of the constables office at a press conference to discuss the death of 
Constable’s Deputy Caleb Rule the morning of May 29 in an accidental shooting.See SHOOTING, page 5

By R. HANS MILLER
TIMES SENIOR REPORTER

B obby Katsabas and his wife Effie Katsabas are the 
owner-operators at Katy’s Snappy’s Café and Grill 
on Hwy. 90 in downtown Katy. Together with slight-

ly more than a dozen staff, the Katsabases run a gath-
ering space for the residents of old town Katy and have 
for more than 16 years, Bobby said. It was close, he said, 
but he was able to make it through the last two months 
of new coronavirus-related limited operations without 
letting any staff go. 

“I was very close to having to shut down,” Bobby said. 
“I had to use my own money (from my retirement fund). 
I thought about it and I’ve been working all my life for 
this and I didn’t want to let anybody go.”

Snappy’s isn’t the only business struggling right 
now, said Don McCoy, president of the Fulshear Katy 
Chamber of Commerce. In his role he’s spoken with 
several chamber members facing financial, demand and 
workforce challenges due to COVID-19. They do have 
hope though, he said.

“A general feeling I get from my members is they 
know this isn’t going to last long term,” McCoy said. 
“(They’re) grateful about the governor opening respon-
sibly where other states are not and they’re grateful for 
that.”

McCoy said the chamber has been working to con-
nect members with aid through the federal government 

such as the CARES Act relief that many members are 
eligible for as well as local programs. 

The Katsabases said they are grateful for the help 
from the CARES Act’s Paycheck Protection Program, but 
the assistance comes almost too late due to the way the 
program was rolled out. 

“They changed the applications three times,” Bobby 
said. “It took forever, then they run out of money. I think 
the banks were giving the PPP to the big businesses.”

Bobby is right to an extent. 
A May 30 report from the U.S. Small Business Admin-

istration shows that about 2.2 million PPP loans went to 
companies with more than $10 billion dollars in assets 
while about that same amount went to companies with 
less than $10 billion in assets. The second round of PPP 
loans granted 1.23 million loans to businesses with less 
than $10 billion in assets while awarding 1.6 million 
loans to companies with $10 billion or more in assets. 
Loans to small businesses in the first round amounted to 
44% of the total and in the second round about 35.56% 
of the $186 billion in loans to date have gone to small 
businesses like Snappy’s. 

The second round of PPP loans was signed into law 
Apr. 25 by President Donald Trump after funds had run 
out in mid-April for the first round of $349 billion in 
small business support. As of May 30, about $184 billion 
of the second round of $370 billion in SBA loans through 

Opening for business but f loundering for help
TOUGH TIMES

R. HANS MILLER

The parking lot at Snappy’s Café and Grill in downtown Katy sits mostly empty April 5 while the 
restaurant was forced to only provide curbside service to its customers. At the time, co-owner Bobby 
Katsabas said he was concerned about the possibility that Snappy’s might be forced to close permanently. 
He also expressed worry for his staff, some of whom have worked for him for more than 15 years. 

See TOUGH, page 5
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By SANDRA SADEK
EDITORIAL INTERN

Typhoon Texas reopened Fri-
day, May 29 at 10:30 a.m. for its 2020 
summer season. In line with Gover-
nor Greg Abbott’s capacity limits, the 
waterpark has implemented several 
changes to its usual business model.

Visitors must now use an online 
reservation system to ensure their spot 
within the park. Guests can purchase 
a summer pass at TyphoonTexas.com 
and make an advance reservation, 
choosing a date, time of arrival and 
size of the party. Walk-up sales and 
entry are not available. 

“The online reservation system is 
the smart way to offer a safe experi-
ence for our guests,” said Evan Barnett, 
president of Typhoon Texas, in a press 
release.  “Plus, it ensures adherence to 
state capacity guidelines.”

According to Kaplan Public Rela-
tions’ Bernard Kaplan, who represents 
Typhoon Texas, the waterpark oper-
ated in accordance with Gov. Abbott’s 
guidelines, capping occupancy at 25% 
the entire weekend. Kaplan did not 
provide the Katy Times with actual 
attendance figures. 

Ticketing has been simplified for 
the 2020 summer season. Guests who 
purchase a day ticket can get the rest of 
the summer free with unlimited visits. 
Reservations are still required. 

To maintain a clean environment, 
hand sanitation stations have been 
added in restrooms, locker areas, 
dressing rooms, event spaces and at 
food and beverage outlets. Decals have 
been placed to indicate where to main-
tain social distancing while in line. 

Other measures have also been 
implemented throughout the park. 
Restrooms will close every hour for 
cleaning and disinfecting. All loungers, 
cabanas and seating areas will be 
cleaned and disinfected once a group 
leaves. Guests can also use cashless 
pay wristbands to minimize contact 
when purchasing food, beverages and 
retail items. 

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, there is 
no evidence COVID-19 can be spread 
to people through the water in pools, 
hot tubs, or water playgrounds. Proper 
operation of these venues and disin-
fection of the water with chlorine or 
bromine should inactive the virus the 
CDC’s website says.

SANDRA SADEK

Customers wait in line to purchase tickets May 28 so they can get access to Typhoon Texas over the summer season. The local water park, 
which features several water slides and a lazy river, has instituted safety measures which meet the requirements of Gov. Greg Abbott’s current 
executive order allowing Texas to open back up.

Typhoon Texas reopened with new COVID-19 rules

By R. HANS MILLER
TIMES SENIOR REPORTER

Matt Reed was admitted to 
Memorial Hermann Katy April 1 
to be treated for COVID-19 and 
celebrated his eighth wedding 
anniversary by watching his wife, 
Barbara Reed, out of his quaran-
tined hospital room April 5. He 
was discharged April 7 and has 
since begun donating conva-
lescent plasma and helped his 
father, Ron Reed recover from 
COVID-19. 

“I was so relieved to be out of 
there and be able to sit at home 
and sit outside – just look at 
something other than the hospi-
tal wall or daytime TV,” Matt said. 

Barbara said she was proud of 
the hard work Matt had put into 
his recovery at the hospital. He 
had set a goal to get out quickly 
and recover, and he managed to 
do just that, she said. Matt had a 
hard time talking to people for a 
while because he was so short of 
breath and would get tired, she 
said. 

“It felt good just to be able 
to start talking to people again,” 
Matt said. “I just didn’t do very 
well talking to people in the hos-
pital because it was such a loud 
room. It was a struggle talking 
and after a while, you got tired of 
talking just five minutes (into a 
conversation).” 

Meanwhile, Barbara said she 
was fearful of a relapse which 
she’d heard was a possibility. She 
had just gotten her husband back 
in what she felt was a dramatic 
hospital exit which had her re-
peatedly blasting “Come and Get 
Your Love” by Redbone to make 
sure it was the song that greeted 
Matt when he got out.

“Just seeing him in that 
wheelchair – even with the mask 
on and looking as hard as he did 
was such a relief,” Barbara said.

She said Matt immediately 
tried to get back into the projects 
he’d left behind, but his endur-
ance wouldn’t allow it. 

“I still had low, low energy but 
I wasn’t sick anymore,” Matt said.

After his discharge, Matt said 
he focused on getting healthy, 

working with the breathing 
exercises – working with one 
of the training machines with 
three balls a respiratory patient is 
supposed to breathe into to keep 
the balls suspended in the air. He 
said he knew it would help with 
his endurance and make sure he 
strengthened his lungs quickly. 
Otherwise, his medications were 
simple vitamin C and Mucinex, 
he said. 

Eventually, Matt recovered 
and was well enough that he was 
able to participate in a program 
to donate convalescent plas-
ma to help others recover from 
COVID-19. Each donation Matt 
gives can help up to two new 
coronavirus patients, Barbara 
said. The program Matt partic-
ipates in is through the Baylor 
College of Medicine, she said. 

While Barbara has never 
developed COVID-19, despite 
exposure to Matt’s illness. Matt’s 

father, Ron Reed, wasn’t as fortu-
nate. At first his symptoms were 
mild, but eventually he needed 
help and came to stay with his 
daughter and son-in-law. Doc-
tors eventually recommended a 
COVID-19 test.

“He masked up and I masked 
up and I took him to (get tested),” 
Barbara said. 

Ron’s testing took place at the 
testing site at Legacy Stadium in 
downtown Katy, Barbara said. 
He eventually had a positive test 
result come back. Barbara had 
brought him home with herself 
and Matt on a Sunday but had to 
take him to Memorial Hermann 
that Sunday where Ron was even-
tually approved for convalescent 
plasma treatment. 

The treatment caused Ron’s 
temperature to rise and a nurse 
explained to Barbara that the 
fever was a sign the treatment 
was working and kicking Ron’s 

immune system into high gear.
“For the next couple of days, 

my mantra was: Go plasma! Go!” 
Barbara said. 

Eventually, Ron was dis-
charged and over time both he 
and Matt have gotten better and 
are ready to be active again, Matt 
said. 

Barbara said both of their oxy-
gen levels are normal and they’re 
both eating properly. 

Matt is still giving plasma 
donations while Ron, who is 
77, is ready to get back to work, 
Barbara said. 

Both Matt and Barbara said 
keeping at it and doing the 
breathing exercises was import-
ant for both Ron and Matt to 
recover quickly. They just hope 
sharing their experience will help 
others recover and understand 
the disease.

“When you’re in the middle 
of this, it feels like the disease is 
never going to end,” Matt said. 
“It could have been worse – it felt 
like Hell – but it could have been 
worse.”

Virus patient recuperating after anniversary

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY MATT AND BARBARA REED

Matt and Barbara Reed pose with test results showing that both of them are now new 
coronavirus free.

Matt Reed and his father Ron Reed recover from COVID-19 at the Reed’s home in the Katy area.

Matt Reed donated convalescent plasma to help others 
recover from COVID-19 through a program with the 
Baylor College of Medicine.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

5507 Morton Rd. Suite 103, Katy, TX 77493

(281) 391-3141

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Swiss shoe company
 5. __ Caesar, comedian
 8. __ and flow
11. Horsefly
13. Egyptian pharaoh
14. African nation
15. Tony-winning actress Daisy
16. Initial public offering
17. Long-winding ridge
18. Guinea peoples
20. Fellow
21. About aviation
22. Able to make amends
25. Easy to perceive
30. Cut off
31. Northeast Thai language
32. Earthy pigment
33. Water nymphs
38. Returned material
      authorization (abbr.)
41. Those who deal
43. Apply a new fabric
45. Confusions
48. “To __ his own”
49. Lowest point of a ridge
      between two peaks
50. Heavy cavalry sword
55. Partner to pain
56. A type of savings account
57. In a way, felt pain
59. Wide-beamed sailing dinghy
60. Consume
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Body part
63. Midway between south and
      southeast
64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
 1. Indicates a certain time
      (abbr.)
 2. Expression of sorrow or pity
 3. Central American lizard
 4. Muslim military commanders

 5. One who takes to the seas
 6. Select jury
 7. Parts of the small intestine
 8. Painter’s accessory
 9. Honk
10. Ballpoint pen
12. Large, dark antelope
14. Ancient kingdom near Dead
      Sea
19. Exhausts
23. __-bo: exercise system
24. Not written in any key or
      mode
25. Chinese principle underlying
      the universe
26. Corpuscle count (abbr.)
27. Powdery, post-burning
      residue
28. Company that rings receipts
29. Rugged mountain range

34. Commercials
35. NY football player
36. A form of be
37. Soviet Socialist Republic
39. Kindnesses
40. Natural electrical
      phenomenons
41. Your
42. Diana __, singer
44. Upper surface of the mouth
45. National capital
46. Fluid in Greek mythology
47. Renowned jazz trumpeter
48. Freedom from difficulty
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Revolutionaries
58. Criticize

5507 Morton Rd. Suite 103, Katy, TX 77493

(281) 391-3141

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you 
hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

By SANDRA SADEK
EDITORIAL INTERN

The Willowfork and Fort Bend 
County drainage districts have 
been working on several projects 
since Hurricane Harvey hit the 
Katy area in 2017 in preparation for 
the upcoming hurricane season. 
Several projects have been com-
pleted alongside the Harris County 
Flood Control District, including 
inspections, repairs and debris 
removal. 

Willowfork Drainage District 
Director Wendy Duncan said the 
district’s board of directors was 
able to pull money from an already 
existing desilting fund which had 
around $1.5 million by the time 
Hurricane Harvey hit. This allowed 
the drainage district to quickly 
start cleaning some of the diver-
sion channels. 

“During Hurricane Harvey, a 
lot of material was blown into the 
diversion channel and it was about 
four to five feet of silt. It was block-
ing a lot of the outfalls,” Duncan 
said. “When it receded in October, 
we began immediately clearing 
out those channels and cutting a 
center channel so that we could 
get positive flow to drain water out 
of the neighborhood.”

Duncan said clearing out the 
silt allowed for many homes to 
withstand the Halloween storm on 
Oct. 31, 2017. 

Since then, WFDD has been 
getting reimbursements from 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency for other projects 
addressing drainage issues since 
Harvey, Duncan said. The federal 
government will pay up to 90% of a 
project and the Willowfork district 
pays the remainder.

Discussions of a flood tunnel to 
further aid in water flows during 
storms are taking place between 
the Barker Flood Prevention advo-
cacy group and HCFCD. According 
to Duncan, who is a co-founder of 
the advocacy group, the project is 
already in its second phase of stud-
ies. Duncan believes this tunnel 
can be a viable option, if funded, 
to aid in alleviating overflowing is-
sues in reservoirs that arise during 
severe rain events. 

“From an engineering perspec-
tive, there’s a lot of positive feelings 
for the flood tunnel, because we 
would not be the first to have a 
tunnel that conveyed water, they’re 
all over the world in multiple parts 
of the world,” Duncan said. “We 
wouldn’t be the guinea pigs for 
flood tunnels. This has been done 
multiple times.”

Duncan said one drawback 
of the flood tunnel proposal is 
the cost. Initial estimates for the 
project neared $2.5 billion but that 
“oftentimes, first estimates are 
wrong.” 

On the other side of the Barker 
and Addicks reservoirs is Buffalo 
Bayou, a natural channel that also 
helps with redirecting water from 
the reservoirs. Mark Vogler, chief 
drainage engineer for the Fort 
Bend County Drainage District, 
said the district has also worked on 
removing the silt from the channel 
but has yet to finish addressing the 
erosion along the bayou. 

“The silt was removed but as 
long as the erosion (isn’t) re-
paired, there’s some continued silt 
occurring downstream. Erosion 
will continue to progress upstream 
until it’s repaired,” Vogler said.

According to Vogler, the project 
to address the erosion is moving 
forward in phases. This includes 
obtaining appropriate permits, 
protecting the endangered species 
living in the bayou and then start-
ing work on the site. 

HCFCD has also been working 
on several projects on the Addicks 
and Barker reservoirs. Current 
projects in the Addicks Reservoir 
include sediment removal in the 

Addicks Bayou and Watershed, as 
well as excavation for a detention 
channel. In the Barker Reservoir, 
the main project addresses sedi-
ment removal. 

According to the HCFCD 
website, the five Addicks Reservoir 
projects’ budget nears $40 million. 
The Barker reservoir project’s cur-
rent budget is $25 million. 

When it comes to hurricane 
season preparedness, Vogler 
said the Buffalo Bayou has been 
restored to its original design 
capacity.

“It’s not bigger, it’s not smaller, 
it’s the capacity it’s designed to 
have,” Vogler said. “And so, if you 
get the same storm, you’re gonna 
get the same flood. But again, the 
majority of people that flooded 
were not a result of the channel 
capacity, it was a result of the water 
backing up from Barker Reservoir, 
which is totally out of the county’s 
control.”

Although the area is in better 
shape to convey water due to 
repairs and desilting done over 
the last few years, Duncan said the 
channels in her drainage district 
will be in the same condition 
before Harvey. 

“When Hurricane Harvey hit, 
our manmade channels of our 
district were in optimal working 
condition,” Duncan said. “Howev-
er, despite the excellent system we 
have, the fact remains that our area 
can still flood when the gates of the 

Barker Reservoir are closed and 
filled beyond government-owned 
land and in this respect, we really 
are no better situated than we were 
before Harvey. And really, the pri-
mary takeaway from that informa-
tion is to buy flood insurance.”

BEING 
PREPARED

As hurricane season 
quickly approaches, the 
HCFCD is predicting 
an above-normal 
storm season. HCFCD 
encourages families to 
start preparing early by:

• Completing a 
communication plan 
to determine how the 
family will assemble in 
case of a storm, including 
how they will contact 
and meet each other 
during and after a storm.

• Purchasing flood 
insurance and finding out 
if their home is in a flood 
plain.

• Signing up for 
Flood Warning System 
alerts offered through 
the HCFCD website. 
This system sends text 
alerts to area residents 
to inform them of storm 
and flood dangers.

Katy prepares for next hurricane season

GOOGLE 

Addicks Reservoir (top polygon) and Barker Reservoir (bottom polygon) each have watersheds that 
flow out of the Katy area and into them. Getting water out of the Katy area and into the reservoirs 
and subsequently safely through Houston is the job of local drainage and flood control districts.  

SANDRA SADEK

Willowfork Drainage District’s manmade channel helps convey water from the Katy area to Barker Reservoir to alleviate flooding during severe storms. 
After Hurricane Harvey, channels across the Katy area were blocked with sediment and silt, prompting many removal projects.
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H ere’s one COVID-19 silver 
lining: The drive-in theater, a 
uniquely American creation, 

is doing booming business again.
I’ve long been nostalgic for this 

wonderful piece of Americana. When I 
was growing up in the ’70s, my mother 
and father often packed my five sisters 
and I into our massive station wagon 
to see outdoor movies.

America’s first drive-in theater 
opened on June 6, 1933 in Camden, 
N.J. According to History.com, it was 
the creation of Richard Hollingshead, 
whose mother found indoor theaters 
uncomfortable. His idea, which he 
patented, was to create “an open-air 
theater” that would let patrons watch 
movies from “the comfort of their own 
automobiles.”

The concept was a success, but it 
wasn’t until 1949, when Hollingshead’s 
patent was overturned, that drive-in 
theaters began opening all over the 
country.

“The popularity of the drive-in 
spiked after World War II and reached 
its heyday in the late 1950s to mid-60s, 
with some 5,000 theaters across the 
country,” reports History.com. “Drive-
ins became an icon of American 
culture … .”

Kerry Segrave, author of “Drive-
in Theaters: A History from Their 
Inception in 1933,” explains that the 
boom resulted from several uniquely 
American trends in the 1950s.

New highway systems allowed en-
trepreneurs to purchase inexpensive 

farmland for outdoor theaters, which 
patrons could easily drive to.

Americans’ love of the automobile 
also was important. Car designs were 
bold and creative – the 1957 Chevy is 
still widely loved as a classic, beautiful 
design.

American cars in the ’50s weren’t 
just machines to get people to and 
from places – they were statements. 
Americans loved spending time in 
their cars, including hours at drive-in 
theaters.

And with the baby boom well under 
way, for many single-income families 
with more than two children – like my 
family – the drive-in theater was one 
of the few entertainment venues they 
could afford.

We attended outdoor movies 
frequently in the mid-1970s and it was 
always a treat. The cooler was packed 
with soda pop and sandwiches. The 
family-size potato chip bag could feed 
a village. We lowered the tailgate of our 
Plymouth Fury station wagon and set 
up a glorious buffet on it.

Soon, the blue sky fell dark and 
the film projector began rattling. 

Black-and-white numbers – “5, 4, 3, 2, 
1” – flashed onto the screen. Yellowed 
1950s footage advertised hot dogs, 
popcorn and other concession items 
we could never get our father to buy. 
Finally, the feature film – such as “The 
Love Bug” – would play.

The drive-in theater never was as 
popular in any other country as it was 
in America. All great things come to 
an end, however. In 1978, as operat-
ing costs grew and rising land values 
encouraged entrepreneurs to sell to 
developers, the drive-in theater began 
to decline.

The United Drive-in Theatre Own-
ers Association says only 305 drive-in 
theaters now exist – and, boy, are they 
needed now, as the coronavirus, and 
its social-distancing mandates, are 
impeding freedom to be entertained.

I trust that many more entrepre-
neurs, the lifeblood of our economy 
and the engines that will drive our eco-
nomic recovery, will invent creative 
ways to get us to the movies. Large, 
blow-up screens? Temporary theaters 
in mall parking lots? How about din-
ner and a movie in restaurant parking 
lots?

Where there’s a need, a solution 
quickly follows, as the American drive-
in theater is reinvented all over again.

Tom Purcell, author of “Misadven-
tures of a 1970’s Childhood,” a humor-
ous memoir available at amazon.com, 
is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor 
columnist. Send comments to Tom at 
Tom@TomPurcell.com.

“L ate at night 
when it’s hard 
to rest/I hold 

your picture to my chest/ 
and I feel fine, I feel fine/
But it’s a rainy night in 
Georgia…” – written 
by Tony Joe White and 
performed by Brook 
Benton.

I need your input. I 
know this is a terribly 
personal question, but 
which songs make you 
cry? And why? (And 
would you be miffed if you 
suddenly, inexplicably 
started receiving spam 
emails for Kleenex and 
Visine?)

I could name a dozen 
or more songs that 
reliably put ME on a 
spectrum of emotional 
reaction from “misty-
eyed” to “weepy” to 
“bawling” to “No, hold off 
with the Jaws of Life until 
I hear what happened to 
poor little Teddy Bear …”

(Those manipulative 
so-and-sos behind TV’s 
“This Is Us” added “You 
Are My Sunshine” to the 
mix a while back, darn it.)

I can share such 
potentially embarrassing 
information with you 
because we’re all 
friends here, because 
the macho “Big boys 
don’t cry” mantra was 
always a bunch of hooey 
anyway and because if 
I DON’T hurry up and 
write SOMETHING, the 
paper will probably fill 
this space with “Family 
Circus” rejects. (“Who left 
little dotted lines all over a 
columnist’s career?” “Not 
Me!” “Ida Know!”)

You would think that 
a person would swap out 
painful songs instead of 
accumulating them over a 
lifetime, but whoever said 
“Time heals all wounds” 
was WRONG. Time 
doesn’t heal all wounds; 
it accidentally sews a 
surgical sponge inside 
of you before hitting you 
with an unexpected out-
of-network bill!

Certain songs 
should carry TRIGGER 
WARNINGS, as they 
dredge up poignant 
memories of unrequited 
love, deceased pets, 
faraway homes and 
shattered dreams. Who 
am I kidding? I’d probably 
ignore the warnings. I 
would masochistically 
insist on a little of “the 
hair of the dog that bit 
him” (especially if the dog 
wound up shot because of 
rabies).

WHY do I deliberately 

subject myself to a 
barrage of time-tested 
tear-jerkers on YouTube 
or my MP3 player? Well, 
sometimes I just need a 
CATHARSIS.

Granted, fellows 
who say things like 
“Sometimes I just need 
a catharsis” are the 
ones who EXPERIENCE 
unrequited love more 
than guys who say, 
“Sometimes I just need 
a joint; can I get you one 
while I’m up?”

My 29th wedding 
anniversary is fast 
approaching, but 
“Leaving On A Jet Plane” 
still delivers retroactive 
stress related to my long-
distance courtship of my 
wife. “Watching Scotty 
Grow” is a joyful song, but 
I get choked up because 
our son is growing up too 
fast.

One of the “songs” that 
is most gut-wrenching for 
me is actually a recitation: 
Walter Brennan’s 1962 
rendition of “Old Rivers” 
(written by Cliff Crofford). 
If you’re not familiar 
with it, the narrator 
reminisces about a poor, 
hardworking neighbor he 
traipsed along behind as 
a youngster. Old Rivers 
is quoted as promising, 
“One of these days 
I’m gonna climb that 
mountain/Walk up there 
among the clouds/Where 
the cotton’s high and the 
corn’s a-growin’/And 
there ain’t no fields to 
plow.”

“Old Rivers” resonates 
because it makes 
me appreciate the 
hardscrabble existence 
endured by my parents, 
grandparents, aunts and 
uncles during the Great 
Depression. Of course, it 
also resonates because I 
have to get up off the sofa 
and find the remote so I 
can watch Walter Brennan 
in high-definition reruns 
of “The Real McCoys.” 
*Sigh*

Seriously, turn on the 
waterworks and send me 
those comments.

Danny welcomes email 
responses at tyreetyrades@
aol.com and visits to his 
Facebook fan page “Tyree’s 
Tyrades.”

Drive-in theaters poised to profit

Which songs 
make you cry? 

DANNY 
TYREE
SPECIAL TO  
THE KATY 
TIMES

TOM PURCELL
SPECIAL TO  
THE KATY TIMES

Volume 108, Issue 22
Katy provides update on flood mitigation bond: Flood 

mitigation projects in Riceland Terrace are expected to be 

finished with engineering in time for the June 8 city council 
meeting. The article has been corrected above to reflect 
that.

CORRECTION



MEETINGS
The Waller County 

Commissioners’ Court 
meets Wednesdays 
at 9 a.m. at the Waller 
County Courthouse in 
Hempstead. Meetings 
are currently being 
held virtually, including 
the public comments 
portion of the meeting. 
Local callers should call 
979-921-6212 and non-
local callers should call 
800-576-1131. User code 
is 14329937.
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KATY TIMES
PET OF THE WEEK

Sponsored by

MEET LEO

11-month-old Leo came in with his brother Roux.  They seem to be 
bonded so we would like them to be adopted together.

BUNDLE NOW. 
SAVE ALL YEAR.

Now save $30/mo. for a whole year on a bundle
with DIRECTV and AT&T Internet.

w/24-mo. TV & 12-mo. Internet agmts & combined bill. Savings based on extra $10/mo. o� for 12 mos. compared 
to previous price, plus $10/mo. discount on internet and $10/mo. bill credit for 12 mos. on TV when you bundle.

$7998
mo.

For 12 mos. plus taxes &
Internet equipment fee.

w/ 24-mo. TV agmt & combined bill. Autopay & Paperless bill req’d.
TV price higher in 2nd year. $10/mo. internet equip. fee applies.*

Incl Unlimited data allowance ($30 value) at no add’l charge.†

The Addams Family
now playing on DIRECTV CINEMA®

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE, $20/MO. FOR TV FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON TV AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. 
Price incl. SELECT TV Pkg., monthly service & equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. 

Pay $54.99/mo. + taxes and fees for TV until discounts start w/in 3 bills.  New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req'd). Credit card req'd. Restr’s apply.

CALL your AT&T Dealer Today!

Iv Support Holdings LLC

1-346-322-0699
Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call or go to www.att.com/internet to see if you qualify.
1-YR BUNDLE PRICE: Ends 6/27/20. Pricing: $79.98/mo for �rst 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then prevailing rates apply (currently $85/mo. for SELECT TV Pkg.; $39.99/mo. for 
Internet), unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Must maintain all qualifying services and service addresses must match to receive advertised pricing. Pricing subject to change. 
$5/mo. autopay/paperless billing discount for TV: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include 
all credits earned since meeting o�er requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. $10/mo. bundle 
discount for TV: Internet must be installed w/in 30 days of TV activation to receive credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting o�er requirements. Must 
maintain both qualifying svcs to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for bundled services. Includes: SELECT All-Included TV Pkg., Internet plans 768k to 100M, monthly service and equipment 
fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes $10/mo. internet equipment fee, applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, 
custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. monthly fees for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. See att.com/fees 
for additional details. Di�erent o�ers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit customers. †Must maintain a bundle of TV and Internet on a combined bill in order to receive unlimited data 
allowance at no add’l charge. Unlimited data allowance may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo. For more info, go to www.att.com/internet-usage. DIRECTV SVC 
TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any 
time. Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. The Addams Family: ©2019 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Inc. and BRON 
Creative MG1, LLC. All Rights Reserved. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual 
Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

YOUR PERFECT BUNDLE

*Savings shown over aggregated single item 
base price. Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must ship 
with #61086 Standard S&H will be added. 
Expires 5/31/20. ©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc.

ORDER NOW! 1.346.322.2451 ask for 59104SKJ 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/dinner539

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

20 MAIN COURSES
+ SIDES & DESSERT

GET IT ALL

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

A $12,500 payment and agree-
ment with the Fort Bend Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center was also 
approved by the Court. The center 
is a nonprofit agency serving child 
victims of sexual abuse, physical 
abuse and neglect through Court 
Appointed Special Advocates and 
the Advocacy Center. The payment 
was allocated in the 2020 budget.

Waller County Judge Trey 
Duhon gave a COVID-19 update 
and said the county may be “lead-
ing the pack” with the number of 
new cases in the Houston-area 
counties relative to its popula-
tion. The cases are mostly close 
contact infections. Duhon said 
there are no identified hot spots 
in the county so far but remind-
ed residents that “reopening the 
economy does not mean letting 
your guard down.” He advised 
people continue to practice social 
distancing and wear masks while 
out. As of May 26, Waller County 
has 15 active cases. No fatalities 
have been reported yet.

The court opened two propos-
als for Administration/Profession-

al Services for the 2020 County 
Transportation Infrastructure 
Fund Grant Program and will be 
reviewing those. 

The court also accepted a 
Bureau of Justice Assistance FY 19 
Gulf States Regional Law En-
forcement Technology Assistance 
Initiative grant from the Office of 
Justice Programs, U.S. Department 
of Justice. The grant amounted to 
$101,831 and the 2020 budget will 
be amended accordingly. 

SANDRA SADEK

The Katy Fire Department is temporarily operating Station 1 out of the Fussell Senior Center 
due to a mold infestation at the actual station. City officials have said they are working on a 
solution, but getting mold remediation taken care of is difficult due to COVID-19’s impacts.

dorms, office space and commu-
nication systems tied back to City 
Hall, Hastings said. 

“They’re being well taken care 
of and I know it’s an inconve-
nience for everybody but even in 
the times that we’re in, it’s just not 
an overnight fix,” Hastings said.

At the moment, there is no set 
date for the fire station to reopen, 
Hastings said. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
mold grows in moisture-heavy 
areas, such as around leaks in 
roofs, windows or pipes, or where 
there has been a flood. It can grow 
on paper, cardboard, ceiling tiles 
and wood, as well as dust, paints, 
wallpapers, insulations, drywall, 
carpet, fabric and upholstery. 

The CDC says mold can cause 
several health effects, including a 
stuffy nose, sore throat, coughing 
or wheezing, burning eyes, and 
skin rash. People with asthma 
or who are allergic to mold may 
have more severe reactions. Im-
mune-compromised people and 
people with chronic lung disease 
may get infections from the mold. 

from page 1
MOLD

available for whoever needs them, regardless 
of what agency they’re with.”

The sheriff’s deputy fired at Rule after mis-
taking him for an intruder at the residence at 
the scene of the call. Rule was wearing his pro-
tective gear including his bullet proof vest at 
the time, according to the FBCSO press release. 
He was flown to Memorial Hermann Hospital 
downtown with a gunshot wound to the chest 
and later died of his injuries. 

The Constable for Precinct 4 is Trever Nehls, 
Sheriff Nehls’ twin brother.

Sheriff Nehls said at a press conference that 
three FBCSO deputies and Rule had responded 
to a report of a suspicious person in the Sienna 
Plantation subdivision at about 1:40 a.m. this 
morning. The deputies noticed a back door 
that was not secured and then entered the resi-
dence to clear the home. Soon after, an FBCSO 
officer discharged his firearm in the belief that 
an intruder in the residence, hitting Rule. 

First aid was provided immediately, Sheriff 
Nehls said. 

Rule was on the scene as part of the mutual 
assistance regularly practiced by Fort Bend 
County law enforcement agencies, Constable 
Nehls said. Since he was nearby in his assigned 
area, he responded to the call with the FBCSO 
deputies to aid them in the call, which is stan-
dard practice. 

Constable Nehls said Rule was a fine man 
with nearly 15 years of law enforcement experi-
ence. Rule served 14 of those years with the 
Missouri City Police Department, including 
time as a detective from 2011 to 2018, Consta-
ble Nehls said. 

Rule was hired by the precinct four con-
stable’s office in September 2019 and was as-
signed to the Riverstone subdivision as a patrol 
deputy, Constable Nehls said. As a veteran law 
enforcement officer, Rule was a mentor to his 
fellow officers, and had an outgoing personal-
ity and loved to interact with the community, 
he added.  

“He was a family man – devoted husband, 
devoted father – and he spoke often of his fam-
ily and the love of his family,” Constable Nehls 
said at a late-morning press conference. 

Rule is survived by his wife, Eden Rule 
and their four children between the ages of 
13 and 18, Constable Nehls said. Rule’s oldest 
daughter is scheduled to graduate this evening, 
he added. 

Constable Nehls said details as to how the 
misidentification happened which led to Rule’s 
death was not something he was going to 
speculate upon. 

Sheriff Nehls said the Texas Rangers, Fort 
Bend County District Attorney and his own 
office were all conducting investigations into 
the incident. 

“This is a somber day for the entire law 
enforcement community here in Fort Bend 
County,” Constable Nehls said.
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the SBA’s PPP was still available. To date, 
Texas businesses have received about 
$40.2 billion in PPP funding.

After the third time applying, the 
Katsabases said they were finally able to 
get the PPP loan when it renewed, but if 
it hadn’t been for the support of com-
munity members, they might not have 
made it through their third disaster shut 
down in the last four years – The 2016 Tax 
Day Floods, getting flooded by Hurricane 
Harvey and now the new coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Effie said she truly appreciated the 
public’s support not just of Snappy’s, but 
of the restaurant’s waitstaff. 

“They’ve been coming in and tipping 
the staff extra to help them with money,” 
Effie said.

McCoy said he’s seen other businesses 
go through what Snappy’s has and the 
chamber is working to help with new 
tools, a support group on Facebook and 
coordinating with local officials to set up 
locally generated aid programs. 

“I just got off a conference call and the 
chambers in Fort Bend County have put 
together a small business grant program,” 
McCoy said. “Up to $8,000 for as many 
small businesses as possible.”

McCoy said the program could be 
used by Fort Bend businesses with annu-
al revenue less than $2 million and would 
be designed to help with rent, purchasing 
supplies, and other items needed to safely 
reopen. The application for the grant is 
expected to be available June 15, McCoy 
said. 

Bobby said opening up dine-in seating 
again has been a relief, though the initial 
25% capacity he was allowed to open at 
wasn’t useful, but now that he’s allowed 
to operate at 50% capacity, it’s really 
helping. 

“It’s started picking up,” Bobby said. 
“The only thing we’re waiting for now is 
to find out when (Tex. Gov. Greg Abbott 
is) going to let us open up all the way. 
It’s essentially open and thank God it’s 
picking up.”

Bobby and Effie said the other chal-
lenge they’ve had is getting the word out 
that Snappy’s is open. The restaurant 
has been receiving phone calls asking if 
they’re open and they’ve had to figure out 
how to navigate Google to update their 
status to open because the search engine 
had flagged the eatery as “temporarily 
closed.” 

McCoy said he has heard similar con-
cerns about getting the word out about 
reopening from chamber members and 
business owners. To help, the chamber 
is launching a subscription which allows 
non-member businesses to announce 

their opening on the chamber’s website. 
The chamber is creating a new search en-
gine called TriCountySearch.com which 
is expected to go live soon. The search 
engine will provide an updated status for 
the businesses and help keep money in 
the local economy, McCoy said. 

Still, McCoy said businesses are hav-
ing a hard time because demand is low 
and people are still ordering online rather 
than going to local businesses because 
they’re worried about keeping their fami-
lies safe from COVID-19. 

“The stumbling blocks right now 
are simply the lack of demand because 
people were being told to stay home and 
people aren’t coming into their business-
es. They’ve had to lay off. When every-
thing comes along and demand goes 
down, you’ve still got to pay the rent,” 
McCoy said. 

It’s also hard to get people to start 
working again, Bobby said. He’s currently 
looking for a cook, but is having a hard 
time finding someone because many of 
the people who lost their jobs are making 
more money on unemployment under 
the CARES Act than they would at a job. 

“They’re making more money. You 
think they want to be working? They want 
to come back when they finish the (un-
employment) money,” Bobby said. 

Under the CARES Act, those on un-

employment receive $600 in addition to 
their regular unemployment insurance 
benefits according to the Texas Workforce 
Commission which manages the state’s 
unemployment claims. 

McCoy said chamber members are 
complaining about the same thing the 
Katsabases are.

“Staff aren’t coming back because 
they’re actually making more money 
from government assistance than they 
were when they were actually working,” 
McCoy said. 

However, according to rules to remain 
eligible for unemployment, TWC and 
federal guidelines indicate that workers 
must actively search for employment 
and accept suitable work if it is offered to 
them. 

Despite staffing concerns and finan-
cial challenges, McCoy said he believes 
with the aid available and the demand 
that will be coming as the state continues 
to open up, area businesses will adapt 
and find ways to continue to operate in 
the Katy area – especially if they ask for 
the help they need. 

“We do have the proper help from the 
chamber, the state and the SBA. There 
is help. All you’ve got to do is ask for it 
and apply for it and it is available to you,” 
McCoy said. 

HELPING HANDS
The programs and references below are available to help businesses which 
are struggling due to the new coronavirus pandemic and its economic 
impacts. 

ECONOMIC INJURY  
DISASTER LOAN (EIDL)
AGENCY: U.S. Small Business 
Administration
AID AVAILABLE: Up to $10,000 
ELIGIBILITY: Agricultural businesses
PROCESS: Apply at https://
covid19relief.sba.gov/#/

PAYCHECK PROTECTION 
PROGRAM LOAN
AGENCY: U.S. Small Business 
Administration
AID AVAILABLE: Varies by business
ELIGIBILITY: Small businesses
PROCESS: Apply through local lenders

MAIN STREET  
LENDING PROGRAM
AGENCY: Federal Reserve
AID AVAILABLE: Varies by business
ELIGIBILITY: Fewer than 15K staff,  
$5 billion or less in 2019 revenue
PROCESS: Still in development

SBA EXPRESS BRIDGE LOANS
AGENCY: U.S. Small Business 
Administration
AID AVAILABLE: Up to $25,000
ELIGIBILITY: Have an existing 
relationship with SBA
PROCESS: Apply at https://www. 
sba.gov/funding-programs/ 
disaster-assistance 

CITY OF FULSHEAR SMALL 
BUSINESS GRANT PROGRAM
AGENCY: City of Fulshear
AID AVAILABLE: Up to $200,000 
citywide
ELIGIBILITY: Small businesses in 
Fulshear city limits
PROCESS: Visit http://www.
fulsheartexas.gov/businesses/
covid-19.php to apply

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES MAY BE FOUND AT: 
www.fulshearkaty.com
www.katychamber.com 

— Compiled by Sandra Sadek
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Call Today!
281-394-0031

Disaster Relief Discounts
Buy an air conditioning and heating system for

half price during the month of June only.
Plus 18 months no interest financing

available upon qualification.

TACLA11315EGoBVS.com

KATYTIMES.COM

6 THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2020 SPORTS

By ALEX SAMUELS
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

In a new proclamation, Gov. 
Greg Abbott announced that fans 
will be allowed at outdoor pro-
fessional sporting events in most 
Texas counties with limited occu-
pancy, under a new expansion of 
his most recent wave of economic 
reopenings.

Starting May 29, all Texans 
counties — excluding Deaf Smith, 
El Paso, Moore, Potter and Randall 
counties — were able to host 
in-person spectators for outdoor 
sports in venues as long as visitors 
are capped at 25% capacity. 
Leagues first had to apply to — 
and receive approval from — the 
Texas Department of State Health 
Services.

Under the revised rule, fans are 
still banned from attending indoor 
sporting events in person. The rule 
does not address college or high 
school athletics.

Abbott had already allowed 
certain professional sports — 
basketball, baseball, car racing, 
football, golf, softball and tennis 
— to resume in Texas starting May 
31. He’d initially said those games 
would go on without fans in the 
stands.

The revised order was issued 
May 22, according to Abbott’s of-
fice, and while it was subsequently 

posted on the Texas Department 
of State Health Services website, 
the governor’s office did not 
publicize it. The Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman first reported on 

the existence of the revised order 
the morning of May 27, after 
which Abbott’s office posted it on 
his website.

His latest announcement 

comes nearly a week after the gov-
ernor said the state is working to 
start the college football season on 
time, with at least some enthusi-
asts in attendance.

“If you want a prediction, my 
prediction is yes, we are gonna 
have college football beginning 
as scheduled ... with at least some 
level of fans in stands,” Abbott 
said Friday in an interview with 
KXAN-TV in Austin.

The health agency’s protocols 
for adult recreational sports par-
ticipants include a recommenda-
tion of wearing face masks during 
sporting events and practices, 
screening individuals for symp-
toms of COVID-19, and using and 
carrying hand sanitizers.

Spectators, meanwhile, are en-
couraged to avoid being in groups 
larger than 10, maintain a 6-foot 
distance from others when possi-
ble and wear cloth face coverings.

Regular COVID-19 testing is 
also recommended throughout 
the professional sports season.

On May 26, Abbott issued a 
separate proclamation allowing 
food courts in shopping malls to 
reopen immediately and giving 
the green light for water parks 
to begin operations with limited 
capacity starting Friday.

The May 27 announcement 
comes as the total number of coro-
navirus cases in Texas increased 
to 57,921, including 1,562 deaths, 
according to the latest data from 
the Department of State Health 
Services. Out of Texas’ 254 coun-
ties, 230 are reporting cases.

By COLE MCNANNA
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Nine Katy ISD golfers were 
recently recognized with spots 
on all-area teams as award-
ed by the Houston Area Golf 
Coaches Association. Seven 
Lakes High School had the 
most with five total selections, 
followed by two from Cinco 
Ranch and one each from 
Taylor and Tompkins.

The Seven Lakes Spar-
tans’ all-area selections were 
split between two female 
first-teamers, two male 
second-teamers and anoth-
er female second-teamer. 
Freshman Maelynn Kim and 
junior Lauren Nguyen were 
the all-area first team repre-
sentatives for Seven Lakes on 
the girls’ side with junior class-
mate Grayson Heilman earn-
ing the second-team spot for 
the Lady Spartans. Junior Van 
Miller and sophomore Ted Sui 
garnered all-area second-team 
recognition for their seasons in 
Seven Lakes colors.

The Cinco Ranch Cougars 
had one first-team representa-
tive as well as a second-team 
honoree. Sophomore Holden 
Kittelberger landed on the 
all-area first team and junior 
Mallorie Luitwieler earned a 
spot on the all-area second 
team for the Lady Cougars.

Kevin Kim was the Taylor 
Mustangs’ lone representative 
although it was a first-team 
nod for the junior who won the 
individual district champion-
ship as a freshman.

Another golfer who has 
made noise since being a 
freshman is Tompkins’ lone 
honoree, Elina Sinz. The senior 
ended her Lady Falcon golf 
career a four-time team MVP, 
three-year varsity captain, 
earning all-district honors 
all four years and obtaining 
all-region honors three years. 

Sinz was also named to the 
Texas Golf Coaches Associa-
tion’s all-state first-team this 
year for her second career 
all-state honor. On Feb. 5, she 
signed her letter of intent to 
play golf for the University of 
Auburn Tigers next year.

MATTHEW EMMONS-USA TODAY SPORTS 

Dallas Cowboys fans cheer during the second half of a game against the Los Angeles Rams at AT&T Stadium.

Fans will soon be allowed to attend outdoor pro games

Nine Katy golfers honored by HAGCA
Five earn all-area first team, four more garner all-area second-team honors

The full list of the Houston Area Golf Coaches Association all-area team awardees. Nine Katy ISD golfers made the list with five on 
a first team and four on a second team.

Taylor junior Kevin Kim recently earned all-area first-team honors from the 
Houston Area Golf Coaches Association. Pictured is Kim after taking second 
place from a two-day tournament at the Blackhorse Ranch Golf Course in 
February.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Nine Tompkins student-athletes signed their letters of intent to continue their academic and athletic careers at the next level on Feb. 5. Elina Sinz, second from left, was among the Falcons at the signing 
ceremony and will join the Auburn Tigers next year. Sinz was recently honored with all-area first-team recognition from the HAGCA.
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CINCO RANCH HIGH SCHOOL

KATY HIGH SCHOOL

MAYDE CREEK HIGH SCHOOL

MORTON RANCH HIGH SCHOOL

SEVEN LAKES HIGH SCHOOL

TAYLOR HIGH SCHOOL

TOMPKINS HIGH SCHOOL

PAETOW HIGH SCHOOL



CINCO RANCH HIGH SCHOOL

Jimmy Lee Zhang
Valedictorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: Carnegie  
Mellon University  

MAJOR: Computer Science 
GPA: 4.8438

KATY HIGH SCHOOL

Edward Peihua Lu
Salutatorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) 

MAJOR: Math and Computer Science 
GPA: 4.8095

Maverick Anderson
Valedictorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University  
of Texas in Austin 

MAJOR: Chemical Engineering 
GPA: 4.8281

David Wu
Salutatorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University  
of Waterloo in Canada  

MAJOR: Computer Science 
GPA: 4.8125

MAYDE CREEK HIGH SCHOOL MORTON RANCH HIGH SCHOOL

Thuan Thi My Doan
Valedictorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University  
of Texas in Austin  

MAJOR:  Biochemistry  
GPA: 4.7857  

Juliet Dhanie Meas
Salutatorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University  
of Texas in Austin  

MAJOR: Finance 
GPA: 4.7857

Abbhinav Jayaraman
Valedictorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University  
of Texas in Austin  

MAJOR: Computer Science 
GPA: 4.8

Matthew Marin
Salutatorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: Texas A&M University 
MAJOR: Chemical Engineering 

GPA: 4.7586

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2020!

PAETOW HIGH SCHOOL

Kenny Bryan Hung
Valedictorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University of Houston 
MAJOR: Engineering 

GPA: 4.7077

SEVEN LAKES HIGH SCHOOL

Daniela Maria Macias
Salutatorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University of Houston 
MAJOR: Strategic Communications 

GPA: 4.6441

Vineet Paidisetty
Valedictorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: Baylor University 
MAJOR: Biochemistry 

GPA: 4.8594

Sriya Kakarla
Salutatorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: Rice University 
MAJOR: Psychology and Neuroscience 

GPA: 4.8451

TAYLOR HIGH SCHOOL TOMPKINS HIGH SCHOOL

Michelle Mengfan Li
Valedictorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University  
of Pennsylvania  
MAJOR: Finance 

GPA: 4.8676

Gabriela Cortes Arias
Salutatorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: Stanford University 
MAJOR: Aerospace Engineering 

GPA: 4.8507

Nicolas Matthew Kao
Valedictorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University  
of Texas in Austin 

MAJOR: Business 
GPA: 4.8545

Ramandeep Singh Sethi
Salutatorian

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: University  
of Texas in Austin 

MAJOR: Finance 
GPA: 4.8472

KATYTIMES.COM
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Devotional Page This devotional page and directory is made possible 
by these businesses who encourage all of us to 
attend worship services. For more information, see 
our Church Directory Online at www.katytimes.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY
2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & 

ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-

3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 
281-712-1492                                     

WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-

3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD 
281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD 
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED 

METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD

281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW

281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION

281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR                     

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, 
PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D

281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD

281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., 

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD. 
281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS  

WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)

281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF 
KATY

DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN

6035 S. FRY RD.
REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN

1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Believe

The Katy Times
Directory ofLocal Churches

& Houses of Worship

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

3 Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

1005 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

Residential & Commercial 
Flooring

              THECARPET EXCHANGE
281-391-6999

carpetexchange@consolidated.net

KATY

www.xpernet.com
Your Computer Help Expert

• Printing/Copies
• Office Supplies
• Fax Service

katyprinters.com • 281-391-7072
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

Your Ad
Here!
Call Debbie

for more information

281-391-3141

SANDRA LYNN RASCHKE
1957-2020

Sandra Lynn Raschke 
was born on June 11, 1957, 
in Newnan, Georgia to 
William Edwin Tillison 
and Margaret Ann Church 
Tillison.  Lynn grew up 
in Marietta, Georgia and 
would become a dedicated 
and lifelong member of 
The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints.  In 
1975, Lynn graduated 
from R.L. Osborne Senior 
High School, in Marietta, 
Georgia. She then attended 
Brigham Young University 
in Provo, Utah, where 
she earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Early 
Childhood Education.  
After graduating, she 
accepted a job offer in 
Houston to teach in Spring 
Branch Independent 
School District.  After her 
first year of teaching, Lynn 
accepted an assignment to 
serve God on an 18-month 
mission in Santiago, Chile.   
It was through this mission 
of service and immersion, 
she became fluent in 
Spanish which would serve 
her career as a teacher 
and was a tremendous 
benefit to her beloved 

Katy community. When 
she returned to Houston 
from her mission, she 
went to work for Houston 
Independent School 
District, where she taught 
elementary education 
for four years.  Then, she 
joined Katy Independent 
School District, where 
she taught for two years 
at Sundown Elementary 
School, ten years at Zelma 
Hutsell Elementary School, 
and 14 years at Robert King 
Elementary School, where 
she officially retired in 

2015.  During her 31-year 
teaching career, she mostly 
taught in kindergarten 
through second grade, 
but her greatest passion 
was working with 
kindergarteners. With 
her fluency in Spanish, 
Lynn was an exceptional 
Bilingual Kindergarten 
Teacher, helping many 
children gain a language 
foundation for their 
education and the rest of 
their lives.  Even after her 
retirement in 2015, she felt 
called to continue helping 
children and soon returned 
to the classroom as a long 
term substitute teacher, 
working nearly the same 
long hours as she had 
before retiring.

Lynn was a well-known 
teacher and everyone 
loved her. Her instinctive 
compassion and animat-
ed manner of teaching 
assisted all of her students 
throughout the years to 
develop a love for her 
determination and atten-
tion. One student she had 
taught, who had become 
an Ivy League graduate, 
gave a speech at a teach-

ers’ conference, men-
tioning Lynn as the most 
influential teacher she had 
throughout all of her years 
of schooling. This former 
student wasn’t the only one 
though; many former stu-
dents that Lynn had taught 
talked about Lynn being 
their favorite teacher. 

Her passion for teaching 
others also included teach-
ing English as a Second 
Language (ESL) to adults in 
night classes and teaching 
Primary and Youth Women 
in her church. 

On June 14, 1986, Lynn 
married Randall Raschke 
in Dallas, Texas. Together 
they shared a beautiful life 
and had three children: 
Karl, Emily, and Michael.  
Lynn was an exceptionally 
loving mother, a wonderful 
wife, and a true matriarch 
of her family.  Lynn was 
an angel in Randall’s eyes 
and those of her children.  
Always looking for the 
positive, she stubbornly 
refused to see the bad 
in anyone and was an 
extremely forgiving person.  
Lynn was close to all of 
her children and was very 

involved in their lives.  Her 
children will tell you that 
she would always stop what 
she was doing and take 
time to listen attentively 
to whatever was on their 
mind.  She loved to hear 
about their day or about 
anything that was on their 
mind.  Lynn had a loving 
heart that was pure and 
full of positivity. She was a 
gracious woman who was 
selfless and devoted.  Lynn 
was an exceptional cook, 
a strong and independent 
woman, and someone who 
was always wanting to give 
and care for others.

Sandra Lynn Raschke 
passed away on Sunday, 
May 31, 2020, at her home 
in Katy, Texas at 62 years 
of age. 

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 34 years, 
Randall Raschke of Katy; 
her children, Karl Raschke 
and his wife Tiffany of 
Katy, Emily Holcomb and 
her husband JJ of Rex-
burg, Idaho and Michael 
Raschke and his wife Sara 
of New Braunfels, Texas; 
her grandchildren, Paisley 
Holcomb, Jameson Hol-

comb, Rosie Raschke and 
one on the way, Camila 
Raschke; her brothers, 
Richard Tillison of Mari-
etta, Georgia and David Til-
lison and his wife Marlene 
of Cartersville, Georgia; 
and numerous other loving 
family members and many 
friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
William Edwin Tillison 
and Margaret Ann Church 
Tillison; and by her sister, 
Nancy Gay Tillison.

 The family will receive 
friends from 5:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on Friday, June 
5, 2020, at the Schmidt Fu-
neral Home Grand Parkway 
Chapel, in Katy, where fu-
neral services will be held 
at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 6, 2020, with Bishop 
Jim Cline officiating. 

To express condolences, 
please visit www.Schmidt-
FuneralHome.net.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of 
Schmidt Funeral Home at 
1344 W. Grand Parkway 
South in Katy, Texas. They 
can be reached at 281-391-
2424.
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27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & 

ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-

3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 
281-712-1492                                     

WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-

3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD 
281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD 
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED 

METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD

281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW

281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION

281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR                     

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, 
PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D

281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD

281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., 

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD. 
281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS  

WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)

281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF 
KATY

DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN

6035 S. FRY RD.
REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN

1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Believe

The Katy Times
Directory ofLocal Churches

& Houses of Worship

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

3 Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

1005 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

Residential & Commercial 
Flooring

              THECARPET EXCHANGE
281-391-6999

carpetexchange@consolidated.net

KATY

www.xpernet.com
Your Computer Help Expert

• Printing/Copies
• Office Supplies
• Fax Service

katyprinters.com • 281-391-7072
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

Your Ad
Here!
Call Debbie

for more information

281-391-3141
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WORD AD RATE
$23.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word $1.55

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

CLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

HELP
WANTED

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, 
or an intention or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

MISC. MISC. MISC.

REAL
ESTATE

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

FOR RENT 
OR LEASE

FOR RENT 
OR LEASE

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

MISC.MISC. MISC. MISC.

2000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitch-
en island, granite  
downstairs bar, 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-
1314. 

-----

May 28
Puzzle Answers

NOTICE
Tailgate found, for more information 
contact Corporal Fred Petruska, Katy 
Police Department at 281-391-4848.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed electronic bids, addressed to Memorial MUD, will
be electronically received on the CivCastUSA Website
until 10:00 a.m. local time, Friday, June 19, 2020 and
the Apparent Low Bidders will be automatically generated
and posted on the CivCastUSA Website for Proposed 
Water Well No. 3 For Memorial MUD Water Plant No. 
1.  A Non-Mandatory pre-bid conference will be held via 
conference call number 346-235-0346 ID number 277 748 
074#, at 10:00 a.m. local time Thursday June 11, 2020. 
Plans, specifications and bid documents may also be 
viewed and downloaded free of charge (with the option 
to purchase hard copies) at the CivCastUSA Website 
(www.CivCastUSA.com). Reproduction charges will apply 
according to CivCastUSA rates.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids, in duplicate, addressed to the City of Katy 
will be received at Katy City Hall at 901 Avenue C, Katy, 
TX 77493 until 2:30 p.m. local time, Tuesday, June 30th, 
2020 and then publicly opened and read for the WATER, 
DRAINAGE AND PAVING RE-CONSTRUCTION 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR PATNA DRIVE, REXORA 
LANE AND CALORO LANE WITHIN THE RICELAND 
TERRACE SUBDIVISION. Proposals received after closing 
will be returned unopened. Bid opening will do online 
using the Zoom application:

 Web Application: Zoom https://zoom.us/
 Call in: 888-475-4499, Meeting ID: 862 6868 2356

A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held online 
on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 2:30 PM. Below is the website 
and call in information:

 Web Application: Zoom https://zoom.us/
 Call in: 888-475-4499, Meeting ID: 859 1477 1783

Each PROPOSAL shall be accompanied by a Bid Bond, the 
“bid security”, in an amount not less than ten percent of the 
total amount bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder 
will enter into a proper Contract and execute Bonds and 
Guaranty on the forms provided within five days after the 
date Contract Documents are received by the Contractor. 
Bid sureties will be returned to all but the three lowest 
acceptable bidders the day of opening of PROPOSALS, 
and the remaining bid sureties will be returned after 
execution of the Contract.

The successful bidder must furnish MAINTENANCE, 
PERFORMANCE and PAYMENT BONDS on the forms 
furnished with the PROPOSAL, in the amount of one 
hundred percent of the total Contract price, from a surety 
company acceptable to the Owner.

Plans, specifications and bid documents may be viewed 
and downloaded free of charge (with the option to 
purchase hard copies) at the CivCastUSA Website 
(www.CivCastUSA.com). Reproduction charges will apply 
according to CivCastUSA rates.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all 
PROPOSALS and to waive irregularities in the bidding. In 
case of ambiguity or lack of clearness in stating the prices in 
the PROPOSAL, the Owner reserves the right to consider 
the most advantageous construction thereof or to reject the 
PROPOSAL.

Morton Road Apts
Move-In-Special, Large 2 
bedroom/1 bath, Newly 

Renovated, New paint, New 
carpet, New flooring, stove, 
fridge, dishwasher, washer/
dryer hookup, patio, larger 

closets, 2 parking spaces $889 
Hablamos Espanol 

281-444-1700

Early Notice and Public Review of a Proposed
Activity in a Wetland/100-Year Floodplain

These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for 
activities to be undertaken by the Waller County. To: All interested Agencies, 
Groups and Individuals on 6/4/2020: This is to give notice that the Waller County
has determined that the following proposed action under the Community
Development Block Grant Program contract 20-065-062-C180 is located in a
100-year floodplain and a wetland, and Waller County will be identifying and 
evaluating practicable alternatives to locating the action in the floodplain/wetland 
and the potential impacts on the floodplain/wetland from the proposed action, 
as required by Executive Order 11988 and 11990, in accordance with HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations on 
Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. Waller County proposes a 
Street Improvement project to repair and reconstruction of approximately 49,632 
linear feet of driving surface, sub-grade, and road base by milling, applying 
asphalt, and striping of several streets with incidental repairs to roadside ditches 
located area-wide and shall complete associated appurtenances at Laneview Road, 
between FM 1488 and FM 1736, City of Hempstead, Waller Co., Texas. The project 
shall include activities within approximately .22 acres of the 100-year floodplain 
and .04 acres of the wetland. There are three primary purposes for this notice: (1) 
People who may be affected by activities in floodplains/wetlands and those who 
have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an 
opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. 
Commenters are encouraged to offer alternative sites outside of the floodplain/
wetland, alternative methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to 
minimize and mitigate impacts; (2) An adequate public notice program can be an 
important public educational tool. The dissemination of information and request 
for public comment about floodplains/wetlands can facilitate and enhance Federal 
efforts to reduce the risks and impacts associated with the occupancy 
and modification of these special areas; and (3) As a matter of fairness, when 
the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in 
floodplains/wetlands, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued 
risk. Written comments must be received on or before 6/19/2020 by Waller County 
at 836 Austin St., Suite 203, Hempstead, TX 77445, (979) 826-7700. Attention: 
Carbett “ Trey” J. Duhon, County Judge, during regular business hours. A full 
description of the project may also be reviewed during regular business hours 
at 836 Austin St., Suite 203, Hempstead, TX 77445. Comments may also be 
submitted via email to ben@grantworks.net.

GEMMA, 6 YO 
LAB MIX  needs 
home. Prefers old-
er family and no 
other pets. Gem-
ma offers uncon-
ditional love and 
protection.  Call 
281-608-2368. 

-----

LOOKING FOR A  
Gas station man-
ager in Katy, with 
minimum 5 years 
experience. Good 
Computer and 
communicat ion 
skills are required, 
along with flexible 
time schedule. 
Send resume to 
c i n c o k a t y 2 0 @
gmail.com. 

-----

ADVERTISE!
281-391-3141

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

KATY TIMES
CLASSIFIEDS WORK! CALL TODAY!

281-391-3141

TexSCAN Week of 
May 31, 2020
ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR Paid – Up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

DRUG RECALL
If you took ELMIRON for bladder problems and 
developed a serious eye disease, you may have a legal 
claim for money damages. Free consultation: 1-800-
529-5072. Law Offices of J. Robert Davis PC.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

CHARITY
Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free 
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers 
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT, 
www.boatangel.com.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

SATELLITE TV
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Select All-
Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-855-710-4824.

MEDICAL
FDA approved brand name medications for $49/month 
per medication. Apply online at prescriptioncare.com/tx 
or call Prescription Care at 866-777-6680. 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219

WANTED
Freon Wanted: We pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-900-8904 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com. 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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$100,000
Local Stimulus Grant

Matching grants available to local small businesses

The Katy Times has set aside $100,000 in matching 
grant money to help local businesses impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Businesses can apply for up to $7,500 in grants to be
 used on advertising campaigns in May, June and July.

• Preference given to locally owned and operated
 businesses.

• Apply at katytimes.com/stimulusgrant.html or look for
 the ad on our website.

More people than ever before have turned to our
newspaper and website for news and information.

We believe this is the perfect time to do
our part to lend a hand as our business

community works to reopen.

from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

3:00 – 7:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfish 
Mondays

By CASSANDRA POLLOCK
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Texas collected about $2.6 
billion in state sales tax revenue 
in May, leading to the steepest 
year-over-year decline in over a 
decade, Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced Monday.

The amount is 13.2% less than 
the roughly $3 billion the state col-
lected in the same month last year.

A majority of the revenue 
collected last month was from 
purchases made in April and 
reflect the state’s first full-month 
look at how the novel coronavirus 
impacted businesses. That is when 
Texans lived under a statewide 
stay-at-home order and Gov. Greg 
Abbott, like leaders across the 
globe, ordered businesses across 
several sectors to close to combat 
the spread of the virus.

“Significant declines in sales 
tax receipts were evident in all 
major economic sectors, with the 
exception of telecommunications 
services,” Hegar said in a news re-
lease. “The steepest decline was in 
collections from oil and gas min-
ing, as energy companies cut well 
drilling and completion spending 
following the crash in oil prices.”

Monday’s announcement is the 
latest reminder of the economic 
devastation facing the state — and 
how recovering from it could last 
months if not years even as busi-
nesses begin reopening their op-
erations, which feed into the sales 
tax revenue. As social distancing 
guidelines continue to loosen, He-
gar said, the sectors most impacted 
by the pandemic “should begin to 

slowly recover,” but “operations 
resuming at reduced capacity will 
result in continued reductions in 
employment, income and activity 
subject to sales tax for months to 
come.”

Monday’s numbers are also 
reflective of the lag in data as 
revenues are collected and then re-
ported by the state. Last month, for 
example, Hegar announced that 

the sales tax revenue collections 
for purchases in March dropped 
roughly 9% — which at the time 
was the steepest decline since 
January 2010.

State leaders are already begin-
ning to offset some of the state’s 
losses, which will all but certainly 
be at the forefront of the next regu-
lar legislative session in 2021.

Abbott, along with Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick and retiring House Speaker 
Dennis Bonnen, R-Angleton, 
instructed certain state agencies 
and higher education institutions 
last month to reduce their budgets 
by 5%. A number of agencies and 
programs were exempted from the 
directive, including the Texas De-
partment of State Health Services, 
the Texas Workforce Commission 
and funding for school districts.

The agencies and programs 
excluded from the directive make 
up a majority of the state’s general 
revenue funding, according to the 
Legislative Budget Board, though 
the three GOP officials made clear 
that additional budget cuts could 
become necessary as the fiscal pic-
ture continues to come into focus.

Agencies subject to the 5% 
reductions have until June 15 to 

submit their plans for cuts to the 
governor’s office and the Legisla-
tive Budget Board.

Some Republicans have pushed 
for double-digit budget reductions, 
arguing the economic fallout mer-
its such an action. After Hegar’s 
last announcement on sales tax 
revenue in May, the hardline 
conservative House Freedom 
Caucus issued a statement calling 
on state agencies “to immediately 
identify a minimum of ten percent 
of non-essential expenditures to 
eliminate,” saying that “the need 
for strict fiscal responsibility going 
into the next legislative session” is 
clear.

At least one state agency has 
so far exceeded the 5% directive, 
with Agriculture Commissioner 
Sid Miller announcing last week he 
had ordered the Texas Department 
of Agriculture to cut its budget by 
10%.

“This is going to be a tough year 
for Texas families, and state gov-
ernment needs to tighten its belt 
along with everyone else,” Miller 
said in a news release. “While Tex-
as might just be reopening, we will 
feel the economic impact of this 
pandemic for a long while.”

By ABBY LIVINGSTON
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

WASHINGTON — The U.S. House over-
whelmingly passed legislation Thursday to 
ease rules on small-business owners who 
are participating in a loan program meant to 
mitigate the economic complications of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The new legislation was a bipartisan 
effort, spearheaded by two freshmen — 
including U.S. Rep. Chip Roy, R-Austin. The 
goal is to give business owners and operates 
more flexibility in the rules small business-
es must follow in order to have their loans 
forgiven. The bill now moves to the Senate, 
where Roy has said he expects it will pass.

“We want to make sure that money is be-
ing targeted and focused in ways that’s best 
for those businesses in order to stay alive,” 

Roy said in an interview last week as he was 
shepherding the bill through the chamber. 
“That’s the concern, that businesses are un-
able to get through this and stay alive.”

The legislation made significant changes 
to the Paycheck Protection Program, a fund 
aimed at keeping afloat small businesses 
devastated by the coronavirus pandemic. In 
this program, small-business owners secured 
loans that will ultimately be forgiven if they 
play by the law’s rules. Roy’s bill loosened 
those rules for small business owners by:

• Allowing recipients to defer payroll 
taxes.

• Extending the time in which business 
owners can use the loans from June 30 until 
Dec. 31.

• Reducing the ratio of loan funding that 
must be allocated to payroll from 75% to 
60%.

• Extending the period in which 
small-business owners who are not eligible 
for forgiveness can pay back the loans to five 
years.

The bill passed with some Democratic 
members voting on behalf of colleagues in a 
newly implemented — albeit controversial 
— vote-by-proxy process brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Roy is a firebrand conservative freshman 
in the delegation and former chief of staff to 
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas. He represents 
parts of Austin, San Antonio and the Hill 
Country. He teamed up with Democratic 
U.S. Rep. Dean Phillips, a fellow freshman 
from Minnesota, on the legislation. Roy 
struck up a friendship with Phillips in their 
first year serving together as they discovered 
common ground on other fronts including 
foreign affairs.

In an interview last week, Roy said the 
partnership is reflective of a growing discon-
tent many freshmen have of the partisanship 
on Capitol Hill.

“We need to start figuring out how to 
have simpler, targeted approaches that is 
less political and less partisan,” he said.

Roy and Dean came together to write the 
bill as each received feedback on the PPP 
program from stakeholders that included 
small-business owners and trade groups. 
Once they settled on the language, they split 
up to sell it to their respective caucuses.

“Dean did a great job trying to get that 
through,” Roy said.

Disclosure: The Texas Tribune, as a non-
profit local newsroom and a small business, 
applied for and received a loan through the 
Paycheck Protection Program in the amount 
of $1,116,626.

Texas sales tax revenue dips 13.2% in May

PHOTO BY EDDIE GASPAR | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Brentwood Social House in Austin is one of many businesses that cut hours of operation and closed 
its dine-in services during the coronavirus pandemic.

House eases restrictions on small-business loan program
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without joint pain

KEEP
YOU 
MOVING

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/jointpain

832.522.8280

Live life without joint pain.
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine at West, we 
know that joint pain affects every part of your life. With treatment 
plans customized for you, our specialists offer a full range of 
advanced nonsurgical and surgical techniques. Our expert joint 
care includes:

• Innovative pain control methods
• Physical therapy to improve mobility and range of motion
• The latest technology, including minimally invasive surgical 

techniques that help reduce recovery time

During the COVID-19 crisis, Houston Methodist has implemented 
additional safety precautions to ensure that we provide safe and 
effective care to our patients.

West Houston-Katy

Velma Louise Engstrom, 
age 91, passed away on 
Monday, May 25, 2020.  
She is survived by two 
sons, Travis Christiansen 
and Gaylan Christiansen; 
seven grandchildren, 
Angie, Christie, Tasha, 
Chance, Martin, Marla 
and Matthew; eight great 
grandchildren; ten great 
great grandchildren; her 
brothers, Charles and 
James; and her sister, Patsy.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Emil 
George Petersen & Lena 
Mary Holscher; and a sister, 
Dorothy.

A long time member of 
Katy First United Methodist 
Church, she enjoyed the 
worship services and choir 
singing. Recreationally, she 
enjoyed country dancing 
and bowling. She also 
enjoyed regular casino 

trips to Louisiana and the 
buffets.

Her dog Taffy was a 
companion and comfort 
in her later years. 
Hummingbirds could be 
found flying in her beautiful 
yard among the many 

flowers that she grew and 
tended. Her fascination 
and watching of the 
hummingbirds provided 
peace and tranquility on 
days that appeared hectic.

A private memorial 
service will be held at the 
Schmidt Funeral Home 
Chapel, in Katy.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests memorial 
gifts be made in memory of 
Velma Engstrom to Meals 
on Wheels, 3303 Main 
Street, Houston, Texas 
77002.

To express condolences, 
please visit www.
SchmidtFuneralHome.net

Funeral services held 
under the direction of 
Schmidt Funeral Home at 
1344 W. Grand Parkway 
South in Katy, Texas. They 
can be reached at 281-391-
2424.

VELMA LOUISE  
PETERSEN ENGSTROM

1921-2020

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The outbreak of the novel coronavirus 
COVID-19 changed life as people know it. 
In the wake of the outbreak, hundreds of 
millions of people across the globe were 
forced to change how they work, how 
they spend their free time and even how 
they eat their meals as social distancing 
measures were enacted in an effort to stop 
the spread of a virus that, by late-March 
2020, had already claimed the lives of 
thousands of people.

Seemingly no aspect of life was un-
affected by social distancing measures, 
including how people celebrate their 
faith. To prevent the spread of COVID-19, 
many religious organizations were forced 
to reconsider how they interact with their 
congregants. For example, in recognition 
of changes within the religious realm 
prompted by the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the United Synagogue of Conservative 

Judaism provided a free list of tools and 
resources (www.uscj.org/synagogue-re-
sources) to help synagogues operate 
more effectively. Similarly, in accor-
dance with an executive order from New 
York Governor Andrew Cuomo limiting 
social gatherings, the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Albany canceled all public 
liturgies, but also announced measures 
to livestream Masses and even provided 
a schedule of those masses through its 
website (www.rcda.org/livemass).

Livestream religious services allow 
people of faith to continue to celebrate 
their faith. Such services also provide 
access to non-members who might none-
theless be looking for guidance during a 
time that is unlike any many people alive 
today have ever experienced. 

People interested in engaging in faith-
based services and programs while social 
distancing are urged to contact a local reli-
gious organization to see how it is providing 
spiritual guidance during this unique time. 

Churches confront COVID-19


