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By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

The Waller County Commis-
sioners Court has issued a burn ban 
throughout Waller County at the 
recommendation of County Fire 
Marshall Brian Cantrel. The court 
also approved several measures to 
put telecom equipment and lines 
into county facilities that are under 
renovation or being constructed. 

Cantrel said the Keetch-Byram 
Drought Index – referred to as the 
KBDI – for the county was im-
proved in the southern portion of 
the county after the rains of the last 
week, but elevated in the north-
ern portions of the county which 
had not received enough rain to 
mitigate fire risks. The average 
countywide provided at last week’s 
commissioners court meeting was 
551 out of a possible 800 on the 
KBDI and this week the average 
for the southern part of the county 
was 344 while the northern portion 
of the county was at 595, setting an 
average of 517 countywide. 

County Judge Trey Duhon said, 
while the county could set a burn 
ban for only a portion of the county 
such as north of FM 529, splitting 
the county up based on KBDI score 
set up a situation for confusion and 
difficult enforcement of any burn 
ban for county officials.

The vote to institute the burn 
ban was unanimous, as were all of 
the votes on other measures taken 
by the court. 

County IT Coordinator Greg 
Henry presented several informa-
tion-technology actions that were 
approved by the court. 

A contract with Logix to pro-
vide internet services at the Waller 
County Community Center and 
Road and Bridge office was can-
celled and replaced with a faster 
internet speed to be provided by 
Atron Solutions, a company based 
out of Tomball. Internet speeds 
will be upgraded at both facilities. 
The community center will have 
a 50 MB speed from what was 
10MB, while the Road and Bridge 
department will now have a 100 
MB speed, up from 50 MB. 

County officials noted the 
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By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Katy ISD is working on its latest 
campus, Katy Junior High No. 17, which 
is under construction at 25737 Clay 
Road, opposite Tequila’s Mexican Grill 
on the north side of the city of Katy. 
One of the goals the district has set is to 
have the new campus relieve pressure at 
other campuses through an attendance 
boundary modification to integrate the 
new junior high into the district’s 16 
existing middle school service areas.

“Junior High #17 will provide relief to 
existing campuses that currently house 
students in surrounding attendance 
boundaries,” said KISD Chief of Opera-
tions Ted Vierling.  

The new campus will more specifical-
ly relieve pressure on Katy and Stockdick 
junior high schools, according to the 
district’s website. The new school is ex-
pected to open in August of 2021 for the 
2021-22 school year. 

To provide that relief, some students 
who expected to attend the Katy and 
Stockdick middle school campuses will 
need to move over to the new complex. 
That involves modification of those 
school’s attendance boundaries in order 
to create a service area for the new 
campus. 

If left unmodified, Katy Junior High 
which currently has a campus popu-
lation of 1,347 is projected to jump up 
to a population of 1,469 in 2021; and, 
Stockdick Junior High would take a leap 
from its current 1,297 middle schoolers 
to a projected 1,542 – an increase of 245 
students by 2021. 

Growth is expected in the area with 
subdivisions being built all along FM 529 
such as Newland Community’s Elyson 
master planned community. Additional 
developments include expansions to 
Camillo Lakes and other developments 
along Katy Hockley Cut Off Road. 

Jr. High 17 attendance 
boundaries considered

R. HANS MILLER/GOOGLE MAPS

Katy Junior High School No. 17 is under construction near the intersection of Clay Road and Katy Hockley Road on 
the north side of the city of Katy. 

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Waller County Sheriff R. Glenn Smith died 
Aug. 1 of an apparent heart attack according to an 
announcement from Waller County Judge Trey 
Duhon. Smith, who was 
61 years old, had 43 years 
of law enforcement expe-
rience during his life with 
about 12 years as Waller 
County Sheriff.

“Sheriff Smith cared 
deeply for all of the citi-
zens of our County and 
the employees under his 
care. This comes as a huge 
shock to all of us here 
within the county, and our thoughts and prayers 
are with his family at this time,” Duhon said. 

Smith is survived by his wife Deedee; son Kev-
in Smith and his wife Jennifer Smith; daughter 
Baylee Adams and husband Bodie Adams and his 
grandchildren Rosalind and Connor.

During his time as sheriff, Smith helped 
WCSO deal with the unfortunate death of Sandra 
Bland which made national headlines in 2015, 
and was involved in the planning process for the 
new Waller County Justice Center which offers 
improved safety for both detainees and officers. 
Shortly before passing, Smith said he had created 
a culture within WCSO that promoted fair and 
just policing. 

“It must always be mandated that everyone 
be treated the same - with courtesy, fairness and 
respect,” Smith said during his reelection bid 
earlier this year.

Smith said in Dec. 2019 that he understood 
his department’s responsibility for the safety of 
county residents and the 160,000 people that 

R. GLENN SMITH
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By JOSELYN HOFER
EDITORIAL INTERN

A lthough May was a rough period for 
real estate companies all over Hous-
ton, things have started to look up 

these past two months. In fact, home sales 
have increased, even surpassing sales 
in 2019 by at least 1,000, said a Houston 
Association of Realtors press release. HAR 
Vice Chair, Jennifer Wauhob, attributes 
this sudden growth to COVID-19, saying 
families have more time to consider mov-
ing and social distancing at home has led 
families to believe they need more space. 

“First of all, interest rates are really low 
so if you’re looking to buy a home and 
you weren’t affected negatively then by 
all means it’s still a great time to buy. And 
I think also being forced to be at home 
more. It’s probably made some people re-
alize “yeah we really do need more space” 
… or maybe they were thinking of moving 
this year anyway, Wauhob said. “When all 
the other distractions were taken away, 
people have more time on their hands to 
do it.” 

Single family homes priced between 
$250,000 and $500,000 have seen the 
highest demand with a 28.3% jump 
year-over-year, according to data from 
HAR, with single family homes between 
$500,000 and $750,000 coming in second. 

“Houses aren’t staying on the 
market any longer than fourteen days 
at this point. The housing market just 
skyrocketed due to COVID,” Katy-area 

Real estate market still strong with high sales
STANDING STRONG

COURTESY BRANDON SNYDER

Many homes in the Katy area aren’t remaining 
on the market long, once listed. Brandon 

Snyder and Mary Snyder sold this home 
within eight days of it being listed. Short listing times have been 
characteristic of the market since the pandemic began, they said.

HOUSTON ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS

Even with almost 20% fewer listings on the market, HAR data reflects an increase of nearly 40% in pending sales 
in June of this year as compared to the same time last year in Greater Houston. Agents say they expect a perceived 
need for a larger space during social distancing and low interest rates have pushed home sales forward in spite of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

See STRONG, page 3



Projections with the proposed at-
tendance boundary modifications (see 
more info online at katyisd.org/abm/
pages/abm.aspx) show Katy Junior High 
School at 1,325 students by 2025 under 
the newly proposed school service areas. 
Stockdick Junior High School remains 
projected at 1,522 students by that same 
year, approximately equivalent to what 
would have been the schools’ popula-
tions four years earlier without the new 
campus. 

Parents can provide the district with 
input according to the KISD website. The 
district will be sending emails to families 
potentially impacted by the attendance 
boundary modification through Oct. 13 
of this year. Preliminary results of the 
attendance boundary survey will be de-
livered at the Katy ISD Board of Trustees 
meeting Sept. 28 and final results will be 
presented at the board’s Oct. 26 meeting. 

Parents who have not received an 
email and believe their children may 
be affected by the attendance bound-
ary modification may reach out to the 
district via email at ABM@katyisd.org or 
by calling 281-396-2110.

Meanwhile construction continues 
on the seventeenth KISD middle school 
which will help the rapidly growing 
district serve its population of more than 
84,000 students. Attendance boundary 
modifications are a practice that is fa-
miliar to KISD with multiple changes to 

campus service boundaries over the last 
few years as new campuses have been 
added at all levels. 

During those modifications, the dis-
trict has faced backlashes from parents 
who are upset that their children will not 
attend the same schools as friends or 
will not get to finish elementary, middle 
or high school at the campus they began 
that education level on due to atten-
dance boundary modifications. Such 
modifications, though often necessary, 
generally disrupt students’ athletic 

teams, relationships with teachers and 
staff as well as other extracurricular 
factors.

Still, KISD has identified the need 
for the new campus and is preparing to 
open Katy Junior High No. 17 next year. 
It’s simply a matter of identifying which 
students will attend classes at the new 
facility.

“Construction has already begun on 
the new school and we expect its doors 
to open to students and families on 
August 2021,” Vierling said.
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you 
hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

5507 Morton Rd. Suite 103, Katy, TX 77493

(281) 391-3141

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Opposite of on
 4. Creator
10. No seats available
11. About springtime
12. Flagship ESPN show
      (abbr.)
14. Automobile
15. A matchup
16. Porous volcanic rock
18. Utter repeatedly
22. Not written in any key
23. Revolved
24. Archrival
26. Within
27. Smoker’s accessory
28. Disfigure
30. Primordial matter
31. Thrust horse power
      (abbr.)
34. Kisses
36. Some is iced
37. A way to derive
39. Unaccompanied by others
40. Discontinued Google app
41. Tony B. left his heart there
42. Condiment
48. Ancient Italian city
50. One who distributes
      payoff money
51. Guarantees
52. Highly decorative
53. Strike with a stick
54. Pie _ __ mode
55. Spanish be
56. Glued
58. A way to drench
59. Part of the body
60. Changes the color

CLUES DOWN
 1. Passerine birds
 2. Noisy quarrel
 3. The front arm or leg of an
      animal
 4. Early multimedia
 5. Golden years
 6. Large mollusk
 7. Small arm of the sea
 8. Persian jurisdiction
 9. Atomic #81
12. From end to end
13. Adorable
17. Ma
19. Nearly falling
20. Portable conical tent
21. Excessive fluid
      accumulation in tissues

25. Fish with high dorsal fins
29. Equal (prefix)
31. Aquatic plant genus
32. Choppers
33. Hand parts
35. Region bordering the sea
38. Well-liked
41. Nap
43. It’s used to make beer
44. Related on the father’s side
45. Senior officer
46. Delicacy (archaic)
47. Figures
49. A way to take away
56. Beloved sandwich __&J
57. Symptom typical of
      withdrawal (abbr.)

Jim Baker’s Unified 
Theory Of Everything 

--- With God’s Help  
(JBUTOE-WGH)  A new book about Science
and God.  Revised publish date:  late 2020

BAKER’S BOOKS, Katy, TX
22237 Katy FRWY  (close to Landry’s)

(ad revised: 11/22/2019; previous ads are null and void)

This new book will contain a credible “unified theory of  everything” that can explain the very basics of 
science.  Albert Einstein predicted that someone “off the street” was going to do this someday. After 
53 years (at approx. year 2000), I decided to include God at every step of the process of trying to come 
up with a scientific “Theory of Everything”. Prior to this, it was about the “only thing” I felt I had not 
been successful at inventing or figuring out. --- You see, God had already given me the gift of inventing 
at age 9-10, in His response to my Second Major Prayer. --- By the year 2014, God had allowed me to 
assemble sufficient knowledge that I felt 95%, of what I needed to figure out, had been accomplished.

One thing I had always wished for, especially as I was approaching the age of 40, is for God to speak to 
me. Well, when God did speak to me, I liked my first message from God about as much, I suppose, as 
Abraham liked his message from God, when he was told to sacrifice his son. But God was testing both 
of us! God was also making us stronger.

There are still two major topics in life to be addressed, prior to publishing the new book. One is a 
major release of scientific information of the new theory across the U.S.A.  The second is starting an 
evangelical ministry.

Author of new book is a Chemistry graduate (B.S. 1971/M.S. 1978) of Texas A&M (A&I) in Kingsville, 
TX. He also attended S.A.C. in San Antonio. He has additional hours at SWTSU, Texas Tech U., Boston 
College, Westinghouse PWR. He has worked at Texas Uranium Operations as Chief Chemist, at South 
Texas Nuclear Project as Nuclear Chemist during pre-startup, and retired from City of Houston where 
he was in charge of Technical Services Section of Bureau of Air Quality Control. Owner of BAKER’S 
BOOKS is also the author of God’s Amazing Answer To Prayer, in 2012.

Visit us and shop online at tegelerchevrolet.com

Person of the Week
Ammie Duron

Ammie is our Senior Service Writer. She is a proud 
mother of three and a eight-year veteran of the 
United States Marine Corps. Ammie looks forward 
to welcoming you To the Tegeler Chevrolet Service 
Department and making sure that you have the 
best experience possible. Please give her a call at
979-987-7900 or you can book your appointment
through the book now button located on the Tegeler
Chevrolet Service Facebook page. Follow Tegeler 
Chevrolet Service on Facebook and Instagram for 
savings and valuable information.

4062 NE I-10 Frontage Rd., Sealy, TX 77474
visit us for more information:

Call (979) 987-7900
or

TEGELER CHEVROLET

4062 NE I-10 Frontage Rd., Sealy, TX 77474
visit us for more information:

Call (979) 987-7900
or

TEGELER CHEVROLET

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Obrah D. Tompkins High School Economics 
teacher Michael Clark was awarded the Charles 
Pickitt Secondary School Teacher of the Year 
Award during the 2020 As-
sociation of Texas Profes-
sional Educators Summit 
which was held virtually 
July 6-10. Clark received 
the award after a coworker 
at Tompkins nominated 
him after admiring his 
work with his students. 

“Every student de-
serves nothing but the 
best from his/her teacher 
and despite the extraordinary circumstances, 
teachers can serve as an inspiration to their stu-
dents to continue creating a bright future,” Clark 
said via a Katy ISD press release.

Clark’s award comes with a $5,000 prize and 
recognition for innovative capabilities in his field 
of education. 

ATPE is a teachers’ association that advocates 
for teachers and improvements in education 
throughout Texas and encourages teachers to 
innovate and encourage their students. 

“Even in these most trying times, it’s great to 
know that our work is making a difference and 
being admired by other educators across Texas,” 
Clark said. 

EDUCATION
Economics teacher  
earns recognition

MICHAEL CLARK
KISD

The proposed attendance boundary for Katy Junior High School No. 17 (in green) will pull students from Stockdick 
Junior High School (in brown) and Katy Junior High School (in bright pink) to alleviate possible overpopulation at 
those two campuses.

from page 1
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travel through it daily and 
the impact that has on the 
county’s economy. That’s 
why he had worked to 
develop the justice center 
which will double the old 
jail’s capacity, he said. 

Smith was first elected 
as Waller County Sheriff in 
2009. Smith said during his 
comments at a State of the 
Region panel in December 
that he was proud to see 
policing develop as a true 
profession during his time 
in law enforcement.

Smith was very proud 
of his officers for the care 
they provided to Waller 
County residents and their 
eagerness to educate those 
they serve and work toward 
preventive solutions, 
including the department’s 
Criminal Activity Target 
Team. The CATT has helped 
prevent the incursion of 
gangs, drugs, sex offenders, 
burglaries and other crimes 
in the county on a proactive 
level, Smith said in a Janu-
ary statement. He was espe-
cially proud that the CATT 
had been developed by its 
members out of dedication 
to county residents.

During his tenure, Smith 
also worked with Crime 
Stoppers to create a 10 most 
wanted list, and nine of the 
19 people that had been on 
that list as of December had 
been captured.

Outside of law enforce-
ment, Smith was active in 
the community through his 
memberships in various 
organizations including 
Waller Baptist Church, as 
president of the Hemp-
stead Lions Club, Gideons 
International, the Waller 
County Fair Association, the 
National Rifle Association, 
the Sons of the Republic 
of Texas and the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo. 

Smith’s education 
included a Bachelor of 
Science in Criminal Justice 
from Sam Houston State 
University, additional 
education from Prairie 
View A&M University and 
certification as a master 
peace officer. He was also a 
licensed insurance agent.

This was to be Smith’s 
last year in office after he 
lost a runoff election in June 
to Republican candidate 
Troy Guidry.

“We are sending out 
our prayers to Glenn 
Smith’s family, friends 
and co-workers. He was a 

great man and will be truly 
missed,” Guidry’s campaign 
said in a Facebook post. 

An interim sheriff is 
expected to be appointed 
soon, Duhon said. 

Friends of the Smith 
family also took to Face-
book to offer their condo-
lences.

“I had the honor and 
privilege of working for 
Glenn and Deedee at Sa-
bine Insurance for over 15 
years! He was truly one of 
the best! I have a lot of great 
memories of Glenn that I 
will cherish forever,” said 
Teresa Neal on social media 
platform. 

Funeral services were 
held Aug. 5 at 11 a.m. at 
Community of Faith Church 
in Hockley with Pastor John 
Brandt officiating. A private 
interment for the family is 
scheduled to be held at the 
Hemphill Cemetery Aug. 6. 
The family has asked that 
donations be made to the 
Texas Sheriff’s Association 
in lieu of flowers.

“In honor of Sheriff 
Smith’s service to Waller 
County, I have ordered 
flags in Waller County to be 
flown at half-staff for the 
next 30 days,” Duhon said. 
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Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

EXP THE WORLD
with BVSCU in your pocket.

MMOOBBIILLEE  BBAANNKKIINNGG
          DDEEPPOOSSIITT  AACCCCOOUUNNTTSS
                                LLOOAANN  SSEERRVVIICCEESS

2255442255  KKiinnggssllaanndd  BBllvvdd..  ||  KKaattyy,,  TTeexxaass  7777449944  
228811..339911..22114499

1199662266  SSaauummss  RRooaadd  ||HHoouussttoonn,,  TTeexxaass  7777008844
228811..339988..44881133

1188222222  KKiinnggssllaanndd  BBllvvdd..  ||  HHoouussttoonn,,  TTeexxaass  7777009944  
228811..557799..66008800

All loans are subject to credit approval. You must be a member or eligible for membership to qualify. 
Requirements for eligibility can be found on our website at bvscu.org/about-us/membership-eligibility. 
Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Messaging and data rates may apply. 
Some restrictions may apply on mobile deposit. 

BECOME A MEMBER FOR JUST $5

from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077979-987-6077

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

3:00 – 7:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfish 
Mondays

improvements will help in 
the event of the community 
center being used for emer-
gency purposes and will 
provide more convenience 
to community members 
and groups that utilize the 
facility. The faster connec-
tion at the Road and Bridge 
office will also help facili-
tate faster transfer of large 
files containing design 
specifications for projects. 

Trinicom Communi-
cations of Hempstead will 
provide a fax line for the 
veteran’s fax line at the 
community center which is 
necessary for when medical 
documents need to be 
faxed for veterans.

Tyler Technologies 
based out of Plano, Tex. will 
provide a “Single Vendor 
Jail Vendor Export” software 
license as part of their ser-
vices for the county’s new 

jail and sheriff’s office facili-
ty. Approval of this license 
was a formality and Tyler 
Technologies will pay for 
the license as part of their 
contractual obligations with 
the county, Henry said. 

Upgrades for fiber 
service to the Precinct 4 
Annext building being con-
structed near Brookshire 
were also approved and will 
be provided by Consolidat-
ed Communications. 

A low-voltage, cellular 
fire panel provided by Low 
Voltage Security Solutions 
was also approved for the 
community center. 

Waller County Con-
struction Manager Danny 
Rothe also provided an up-
date on the county’s library 
refurbishment and expan-
sion. He said the slab for the 
expansion and associated 
walkways had been poured 
and once steel for walls had 
arrived the facility would 
come together quickly. 

Some delays had been 
seen as subcontractors 

worked to avoid double 
trips out to install wiring 
and other items in the 
library facility, but Rothe 
said he had worked those 
out. The library’s staff will 
be able to begin moving fur-
niture into the completed, 
refurbished portion of the 
facility soon and the project 
is expected to be complete 
in September, Rothe said. 

Commissioners also 
discussed the possibility 
of using a portion of the 
county’s $1.6 million in 
CARES Act funds to help 
school districts in the 
county provide devices and 
internet connections to dis-
advantaged students in the 
county. However, the item 
was tabled so that it could 
be placed properly on the 
court’s next agenda and 
to allow county staff and 
elected officials to gather 
more information on what 
the needs are and what the 
process for issuing CARES 
Act funds to school districts 
would look like. 

from page 1
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R. Glenn Smith (far left) speaks at the 2019 State of the Region event hosted by the Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of Commerce. 
During his comments, Smith spoke with pride about the advancements law enforcement had taken as a profession during his 
more than 40 years in the profession and discussed the importance of police building bridges between themselves and the 
communities they serve. 

realtor, Mary Synder, said. She and her 
husband, Brandon Snyder, work with Keller 
Williams Premier Realty and have worked to 
use social media platforms to promote their 
Selling With the Snyders brand.

The only problem the real estate market 
seems to be having is inventory, Brandon 
said.

“There’s less homes hitting the market 
but our home sales are actually higher. 
We’re desperate for inventory. That’s one 
of the biggest things. Plenty of buyers but 
less homes hitting the market which is why 
you’re seeing such a short turnaround time 
on homes,” Brandon said. 

Even though COVID-19 hasn’t caused 
a negative effect on the real estate market, 
it has definitely sparked some changes. 
Ranging from virtual home showings to 
Zoom meetings with clients, realtors have 
had to navigate through new online tools. 

“Anything we’d normally discuss in-
person, we’ve had to do virtually. Which 
makes it kind of hard in real estate to be 
personal with your clients when you can’t be 
with them,” Mary said. 

Depending on the seller, most potential 
buyers must view a home virtually whether 
that be through Facetime or videos realtors 
send to buyers, said Wauhob. If a seller does 
allow in-person showings, buyers must wear 
masks, social distance, and sometimes sign 
a disclosure agreement. 

“We still see a lot of people who 

are looking in person and just taking 
precautions. We have a sort of disclosure 
now that we have people sign stating 
whether they’ve been exposed or if they’re 
feeling bad before they see a home,” Wauhob 
said. “We (also) have virtual open houses, 
3-D Matterport tours available for homes, 
and we’re doing a lot of virtual showings as 
well where we’re on Facetime or sending 
video walk-throughs to our clients who can’t 
physically walk through the home,” Wauhob 
said. 

Unfortunately, virtual showings seem 
to work less effectively than an in-person 
showing and which can be frustrating for 
realtors. 

“The virtual open houses haven’t really 
proven to be a big success,” Brandon said. 
“You don’t get the same type of traction that 
you would normally. (With) a good open 
house weekend, you get five, six, seven 
families come through on a listing but with 
these virtual open houses, you’re lucky if you 
get one or two people to watch it for longer 
than five minutes.” 

Regardless of the frustration of digital 
interactions, HAR expects the real estate 
market will hold steady for these next few 
months and continue to increase in sales, 
Wauhob said. With the way things are 
looking right now, the market appears to be 
steady. 

“None of us have really been through 
a global pandemic so I don’t know if 
there’s going to be residual effects down 
the line, but everything we see right now 
is just indicating a pretty strong real estate 
market all the way through the end of 2020,” 
Wauhob said. 
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W arning! The following 
column contains what 
some readers may consider 

to be objectionable (and absolutely 
accurate) gender stereotypes! Offend-
ed parties should try traveling on a 
long distance road trip with six female 
persons – five of whom are deep in the 
throes of hormone-inflicted teenage-
hood – and then grow a big, swollen, 
hairy sense of humor. (Actually, they 
might want to grow the humor tumor 
before traveling.)

My wife and I recently accepted 
this challenge on a trip to the beach 
with our three teenage daughters and 
two of their friends. We all needed a 
change of scenery from the COVID-19 
crisis in our hometown so that we 
could experience it in someone else’s 
hometown. As the sole representative 
of the dude denomination in an SUV 
laboring under the strain of enough 
luggage and snacks to supply the 
next SpaceX mission, I couldn’t help 
but take a few notes-to-self for future 
forgetting.

First, when traveling with a group of 
mature, even-tempered young ladies, 
you should avoid trying to determine 
why they are constantly giggling. Gig-
gling is apparently a complex linguistic 
tool used by groups of teen females to 
express an array of emotional respons-
es to external stimuli, most of which 
emanate from a cell phone screen. If 
you dare to inquire about the exact 
source of their giggling, your query will 
be met by a few seconds of stunned 
silence, followed by an explosive burst 
of even more frenzied giggling. A sug-
gestion by you that the giggling might 
be in any way related to the hairy-

legged variety of teenage male will 
result in acute spasms of convulsive 
giggling that could require medical 
attention (for you and the gigglers). In 
other words, just try to ignore it – and 
good luck with that!

Another strategy to ensure a more 
harmonious environment among the 
travelers is to refrain from insisting 
that everyone listen to decent music 
on the vehicle’s sound system. For 
example, a high-quality 1980’s music 
playlist will evoke subtle groaning 
from most of the teenage passengers, 
followed by the insertion of expensive 
wireless earbuds that will allow them 
to ignore your pleas that everyone 
join in on a rousing chorus of “Rock 
Me Amadeus.” Instead, it’s just best 
to open your musical horizons to the 
vapid refrains of current teen heart-
throbs like Harry Styles, The Weekend, 
Shawn Mendes and something called 
Marshmello. Allowing the teens to 
control the music will make them 
more content and responsive, but you 
may have to resist flinging yourself out 
of the moving vehicle.

Along with enduring their insuf-
ferable music and chronic tittering, 
travelers with teen girls must prepare 
themselves for the incessant distrac-

tion of self-photography. In addition 
to abusing their iPhone SIM cards and 
risking lip sprains from making duck 
faces, fish gapes and model pouts, 
teen travelers also take reams of mini 
“Polaroids” and occasionally break 
out 35mm digital cameras that cost 
me more than their orthodontic work. 
They usually reserve group photo ses-
sions to memorialize special occasions 
– like gas station restroom stops.

And speaking of restroom stops, 
there are few things more humiliating 
than being the only male in the car 
and requiring the men’s room while all 
six ladies could happily go another 100 
miles before they have to “go.” Despite 
trying to limit my intake of Diet Dr 
Pepper to a gallon or so per trip, I 
always seem to be the one sprinting 
into a filthy convenience store for a 
bathroom break and then fighting the 
urge to purchase their entire display of 
jumbo pecan logs.

Once we reached our destina-
tion, we had a great time vacationing 
together, and I’m glad the girls could 
enjoy an escape from the stress of the 
COVID-19 pandemic for a few days of 
rest and relaxation – even if they did 
have to cover their duck faces with 
a mask. I’m also proud to say that I 
didn’t buy a single pecan log for the 
entire trip and made it home with 
my humor tumor a little bruised, but 
safely intact.

Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. His columns 
have been featured in Texas Escapes 
magazine, The Shreveport Times, 
The Longview News Journal, and The 
Kilgore News Herald. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.

I missed it again. So 
did the rest of Amer-
ica.

July 1’s unofficial 
International Joke Day 
came and went without 
fanfare.

That’s regrettable, 
because we could all use 
a good belly laugh right 
now — which gave me an 
idea.

The other day, after 
hearing more doom-
and-gloom news while 
driving, I said to the 
Apple CarPlay app on my 
truck’s stereo, “Hey, Siri, 
tell me a joke.”

Siri, Apple’s voice-ac-
tivated digital assistant, 
replied, “My cat ate a ball 
of yarn. She gave birth to 
mittens.”

That’s an awfully corny 
joke — but I laughed 
so hard, I accidentally 
steered my truck onto 
some roadside gravel.

When you laugh like 
that, it’s impossible to 
be angry — or to dwell 
on whatever personal or 
business challenge may 
hang over your head

A belly laugh is an 
antidote to the self-se-
riousness that’s one of 
the greatest afflictions of 
modern times. And with 
a pandemic killing thou-
sands and crippling the 
economy, plus protests 
and social unrest, we 
need belly laughs more 
than ever. One psychol-
ogist suggests practicing 
laughing with a friend be-
cause “utter seriousness 
can drive us to despair.”

Social media gives 
everyone a platform to 
share thoughts, which is 
good. But some self-se-
rious people get awfully 
huffy with others who 
disagree with or chal-
lenge their thinking. 
They’re so serious and so 
certain that those who 
disagree with them are 
wrong, even evil, that 
they demonize their 
detractors.

They don’t try to con-
verse, debate or under-
stand differing view-
points. “OK, boomer” 
and “OK, Karen” memes 
offer cases in point.

Humor and laughter, 
wonderfully infectious, 
keep us from falling into 
the trap of self-serious-
ness, promoting good-
will, thoughtfulness and 
civility. “Humor is an 
elixir, a tonic that is good 
for mind and spirt,” says 
an executive coach.

Laughter’s power is 
incredible — and that 
power lasts.

One of my favorite 
family stories dates to the 

early 1950s. Freddy, my 
dad’s uncle on his moth-
er’s side — a real char-
acter — had a neighbor 
who was among the first 
in their area to buy a VW 
Beetle. Behind the neigh-
bor’s endless boasting 
about his Beetle’s terrific 
gas mileage was conceit 
— essentially, “I’m smart-
er than you, which is why 
I’m getting way better gas 
mileage than you!”

Freddy began sneak-
ing next door at night to 
fill the VW’s gas tank. As 
he did so, his neighbor’s 
boasts grew louder and 
more tiresome — the 
guy was ready to call the 
Guinness World Records 
people, as his VW clearly 
was getting more miles 
per gallon than any other 
Beetle on Earth.

After a month, Freddy 
continued sneaking 
next door. But now he 
siphoned gas from the 
Beetle’s tank — to the 
point where the neigh-
bor thought his VW was 
getting worse gas mileage 
than any other Beetle on 
Earth.

We’re still laughing 
at the braggart neighbor 
who suddenly stopped 
bragging.

There’s more evidence 
of the power of laughter. 
More than 60 years ago, 
my mother first heard 
this joke, which she viv-
idly remembers, and still 
laughs at:

A lady who’d been 
grocery shopping was 
walking to her car when 
she tripped and dropped 
a paper bag and two eggs 
fell out of the carton and 
broke onto the pavement. 
She was so upset that she 
started crying. A drunk 
walked up, surveyed 
the situation, and told 
her, “Don’t worry, lady. 
It wouldn’t have lived 
anyway. Its eyes are too 
far apart.”

We all need to laugh 
more. It really is the best 
medicine for our current 
ails.

Tom Purcell, author 
of “Misadventures of 
a 1970’s Childhood,” a 
humorous memoir avail-
able at amazon.com, is 
a Pittsburgh Tribune-Re-
view humor columnist. 
Send comments to Tom at 
Tom@TomPurcell.com.

Riding in SUVs with teenage daughters

Laughter is the  
best medicine

JASE GRAVES
SPECIAL TO  
THE KATY TIMES

TOM  
PURCELL
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY  
TIMES



SPORTS 5THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2020

KATYTIMES.COM

Call Today!
281-394-0031

One Hour Guarantee!
If we’re not at your door within one hour of

when you call for emergency service,
we will take $79 off of your repair!

TACLA11315EGoBVS.com

By COLE McNANNA
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The Katy Tiger baseball squad was 
recently honored by the American Base-
ball Coaches Association with the team 
academic excellence award for holding a 
GPA of 3.0 or above for the entire 2019-20 
academic year.

Although their season was cut short 
before district play, the Tigers started the 
season on a 12-3-2 clip and had six hitters 
averaging over .300 at the plate with a min-
imum of 15 at-bats. On the mound, four 
pitchers registered double-digit innings 
pitched and three of them, senior Alec 
Atkinson, junior Aiden Huerta and sopho-
more Brayden Powers, recorded more than 
20 strikeouts.

All the while, Katy was able to get it 
done in the classroom as well and finished 
the year with a 3.52 GPA to be part of a 
record number of teams being honored by 

the national associ-
ation.

“A record 428 
college and high 
school programs 
submitted 
nominations 
and received this 
year’s award,” a 
press release from 
the ABCA says. “In total, 
143 high school teams along 
with 285 programs from the NCAA Div. I, 
II, III, NAIA and Junior College levels were 
recognized.”

The Tigers were one of 13 high school 
programs from the state of Texas earning a 
spot on the list.

“In light of the challenges faced by so many 
programs across the country, we are humbled 
to be able to honor a record number of teams 
for their outstanding academic achievements,” 
ABCA Executive Director Craig Keilitz said in 

the release. “It is a testament to the leadership 
of our member coaches and the commitment 
of their student-athletes who persevered 
during an unprecedented academic year.”

The 2020 Katy High School baseball 
roster included Dylan Swanson, Jacob 
Leskovsky, Caleb Matthews, Adam Maldo-
nado, Blake Bastubee, Jackson Johnson, 
Dwight Trevino, David Hankins, Hunter 
Clapp, Conner Muenster, Ryan Brome, 
Caleb Fields, Alec Atkinson, Aiden Huer-
ta, Brayden Powers, Kyron Tate, Nayden 
Ramirez, Aidan McKinney, Bryce Nirider, 
Kaden Godfroy, Parker Kidwell, Judson 
Ceyanes, Fernando Garza, Tyler Martin and 
Dominic Melchor.

By COLE McNANNA
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

A trio of Tompkins soccer players 
who earned all-district recognition 
for their spring seasons was also 

named to TopDrawerSoccer’s all-region 
team at the end of July.

The overall District 19-6A boys MVP 
and University of Memphis commit, 
Danny Espinoza, as well as overall 
District 19-6A girls MVP and Tyler 
Junior College commit Skylar Parker and 
the District 19-6A girls defensive MVP 
and Sam Houston State commit Avery 
Burchett all landed on the Texas-south 
all-region team which includes Austin, 
Houston, San Antonio and areas south 
of I-20.

Espinoza and Parker are both recent 
graduates but Burchett will return for 
her senior campaign next year to help 
lead the Falcons who will be in search of 
their third state tournament appearance 
in the last five years after this past spring 
was cut short due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

With two games remaining against 
opponents who had yet to register a win 
in District 19-6A, the Tompkins girls’ 
soccer team finished the season with 
a 17-0-1 overall record and 9-0-1 mark 
in district play which may have been 
good enough to secure a second straight 
district championship.

Parker led the offensive attack with 
a 20-goal season and contributed eight 
assists as well while Burchett held down 

the defensive end and chipped in a pair 
of goals. The Falcons’ defense allowed 
five goals against for the season and nev-
er allowed an opponent to score multiple 
goals. After allowing a goal in the first 
game of the season, Tompkins went on a 
nine-game shutout streak which bled into 
the district slate.

On the boys’ side, Espinoza helped the 
Falcons to a third-place finish with a 7-3 
record in district play. He needed only 16 
games to lead the team in scoring, amass-
ing 62 points including 23 goals and 16 
assists to earn attention from plenty of 
schools at the next level. 

Espinoza was also named to his sec-
ond consecutive TDS winter state all-star 
team alongside teammates in junior de-
fenseman Bryce Robisch, who took home 
District 19-6A defensive MVP honors, 
and junior goalkeeper Paulo Valente.

Also representing Katy ISD on the all-
star team were recent graduates of Seven 
Lakes in Santiago Brignone, Juan Pablo 
Dominguez and Rodrigo Lazo as well as 
Cinco Ranch freshman Danny Vargas.

Four female soccer players from Katy 
joined Burchett and Parker on the state 
all-star team including Taylor’s junior 
goalkeeper Sydney Blanchard, a Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas commit, and a pair 
from Seven Lakes in junior Paige Boucher 
and recent graduate Arianna Ghafari, 
who is committed to Baylor University. 
Tompkins midfielder Juliette Haro, who 
recently graduated and is committed 
to the University of Tulsa, rounded out 
Katy’s selections to the all-star team.

Katy High baseball honored by ABCA

13 Katy players earn honors

MARK GOODMAN

Tompkins’ Skyler Parker finished her high school soccer career without being able to finish the postseason due to 
COVID-19 but landed on TopDrawerSoccer’s all-region team for scoring 20 goals and eight assists to help the Lady 
Falcons finish atop the District 19-6A standings in a shortened regular season. Pictured is Parker in a battle against 
McAllen during the I-10 Soccer Shootout at Legacy Stadium in Katy.

TRIO NAMED  
ALL-REGION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
TO DISCUSS BUDGET AND 

PROPOSED TAX RATE
The Katy Independent School District will hold a public meeting at 6:30 p.m., August 
24, 2020 in the Boardroom, Education Support Complex, 6301 South Stadium Lane, 
Katy, Texas 77494. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school district’s 
budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted.  Public participation 
in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a 
later date may not exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes 
a revised notice containing the same information and comparisons set out below and 
holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per Student

Last Year’s Rate

Rate to Maintain Same
  Level of Maintenance &
  Operations Revenue &
  Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate

$1.0531

$0.9740

$0.9988

$0.3900

$0.3827

$0.3900

$1.4431

$1.3567

$1.3888

$7,355

$6,796

$7,330

$3,971

$4,618

$4,028

* The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
   The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years of age 
or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 
person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless of 
changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before 
requiring voter approval at an election is $1.42248.  This election will be automatically 
held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the voter-approval rate of $1.42248.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by 
a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 
state aid payment:

 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s)  $269,131,818
  
 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)  $  59,931,575

A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in
maintenance and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

Maintenance Tax

School Debt Service Tax 
Approved by Local Voters

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Bonded Indebtedness

Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*    $1,888,706,959
*Outstanding principal.

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding fiscal year 
and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for each of the 
following expenditure categories:

 Maintenance and operations   5.0262  % (increase) or ________ % (decrease)

 Debt service   9.1798  % (increase) or ________ % (decrease)

 Total expenditures   5.7149  % (increase) or ________ % (decrease)

$0.9988 / $100  (Proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

$0.3900 / $100  (Proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Tax Code Section 26.04)

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

* “Appraised value” is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(8).
** “New property” is defined by Tax Code Section 26.012(17).
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(10).

Total appraised value* of all property

Total appraised value* of new property**

Total taxable value*** of all property

Total taxable value*** of new property**

$ 49,554,167,998

$      1,997,222,606

$    45,000,749,456

$      1,540,382,336

$ 46,305,197,588

$      1,320,756,972

$    41,587,736,488

$      1,092,722,524

Average Market Value of Residences

Average Taxable Value of Residences

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value

Taxes Due on  Average Residence

Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Last Year This Year
$  303,173

$ 271,914

$ 1.38880

$ 3,776

$ (64)

$  296,883

$  266,137

$  1.44310

$  3,841   
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Devotional Page This devotional page and directory is made possible 
by these businesses who encourage all of us to 
attend worship services. For more information, see 
our Church Directory Online at www.katytimes.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY
2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & 

ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-

3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 
281-712-1492                                     

WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-

3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD 
281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD 
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED 

METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD

281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW

281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION

281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR                     

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, 
PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D

281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD

281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., 

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD. 
281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS  

WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)

281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF 
KATY

DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN

6035 S. FRY RD.
REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN

1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Believe

The Katy Times
Directory ofLocal Churches

& Houses of Worship

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

3 Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

1005 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

Residential & Commercial 
Flooring

              THECARPET EXCHANGE
281-391-6999

carpetexchange@consolidated.net

KATY

www.xpernet.com
Your Computer Help Expert

• Printing/Copies
• Office Supplies
• Fax Service

katyprinters.com • 281-391-7072
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

Your Ad
Here!
Call Debbie

for more information

281-391-3141

Bruce M. Henderson was born on September 13, 
1949 in Brooklyn, New York, to William P. Henderson 
and Alice R. Volk.

Bruce grew up in Brooklyn, New 
York and graduated from Long Beach 
High School in 1967. It was here that 
Bruce met his beloved bride, Deb-
by, at the age of 15. The two were 
voted class athletes and class couple 
at Long Beach High School. Bruce 
attended Nassau Community College 
from 1967 to 1969 where he excelled 
in football and baseball eventual-
ly earning his place in the Nassau 
Community College Hall of Fame. 
After attending Nassau Communi-
ty College, Bruce and Debby were 
married in Point Lookout, New York, 
on June 8, 1969. Bruce furthered his 
college education at Long Island 
University from 1970 to 1972 where he 
played baseball and was the captain 
of the team. Bruce was drafted by the 
New York Mets in 1967; by the Montreal Expos in 1969; 
and again in 1972 by the St. Louis Cardinals where he 
signed. He started with the Cardinals Rookie League in 
Sarasota, Florida and then moved up to the A League 
in St. Petersburg, Florida. Bruce was then moved to the 
A League in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. After an injury, Bruce 
was released from the Cardinals. 

He moved his family to Middletown, New York to 
run a small trucking business with his brother Bill. 
After 3 years and gas prices soaring, the company 
disbanded and Bruce decided to finish his degree at 
Long Island University. He graduated in 1980 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Education. At the time, there 
were no teaching jobs on Long Island, so Bruce moved 
his family to booming Houston, Texas where there were 
plenty of teaching jobs. In 1981, Bruce and his family 
moved to Channelview, Texas. It was here that Bruce 
taught science and coached football at Alice Johnson 

Junior High. After one year, Bruce transferred to Chan-
nelview High School to coach the varsity football and 

varsity baseball teams. After 3 years 
in Channelview, Bruce and his family 
relocated to Katy, Texas, where he 
landed a job at Memorial Parkway Ju-
nior High in Katy Independent School 
District. After 1 year, Bruce was trans-
ferred to Taylor High School where 
he taught Chemistry and coached the 
varsity football and baseball teams 
for 23 years. Bruce moonlighted as an 
umpire and a basketball official for 30 
years in the Houston area as well. 

After Bruce retired in 2006 from 
Katy ISD, he obtained his dream job of 
working security as a field supervisor 
for the Houston Astros at Minute Maid 
Park. He did this for 10 and a half 
years. He absolutely loved working at 
the ballpark and had a special rela-
tionship with his co-workers as well 
as the season ticket holders in section 

106 (3rd base line). Bruce was very passionate about 
loyalty and honesty. He was a hard worker with very 
strong ethics.

Bruce M. Henderson passed away on Monday, July 
20, 2020 in Richmond, Texas at 70 years of age. He is 
survived by his loving wife, Deborah Marie “Debby” 
Henderson; his daughters, Julienne M. Berg (Spring, 
TX)  and Jill D. Rives and her husband Mark E. Rives 
(Richmond, TX); his grandchildren, Carson and Coo-
per Berg, Addison and Henderson Rives; his brothers, 
William Henderson (Wrentham, MA) and Patrick J. Mc-
Neil (Richmond, TX); as well as numerous other loving 
family members and many friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial gifts 
be made to The Petterie Animal Adoption/Rescue at 
https://thepetterie.com/donate/  or to the Houston 
Astros Foundation at https://www.mlb.com/astros/
community/foundation/donate.

BRUCE M. HENDERSON
1949-2020

Cara Jo Miller was born on March 29, 1938 in Butler, PA to 
Raymond Joseph De Mask and Mary Cleola Painter De Mask.

Cara was a member of the St. Bartholomew Catholic 
Church in Katy. She loved to 
craft and crochet. Cara also 
enjoyed to play bingo, shuf-
fleboard, and chicken foot. 

Cara Jo Miller passed 
away on Thursday, July 30, 
2020 in Conroe, Texas at 82 
years of age. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Wil-
liam Edward Miller. 

She is survived by her 
sons, William R. Miller & 
his wife Donna and Keith 
Edward Miller & his wife 
Karen; her daughter, Cheryl 
Ann Waltman & her hus-
band Kenneth; her grand-
children, Stephen Waltman 
& Jami Dixon, Melissa Wat-
ters, Brandy Peet & Nathan, Holly Koukas & John, Clay Miller, 
Kami Miller, and Katelyn Miller; her great grandchildren, 
Cayce Peet, Carter Peet, Vincent Koukas, Della Watters, Luke 
Watters, Casey Dixon, and Colin Dixon; her brother, Robert 
J. De Mask; her sister, Barbara Sinz; and by numerous other 
loving family members and many friends.

Funeral services were held at 2:30 p.m. on Monday, August 
3, 2020 at the Schmidt Funeral Home Grand Parkway chapel 
with John-Vincent Rouse officiating. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial gifts be 
made to the Brookwood Community, 1752 Farm to Market 
1489, Brookshire, Texas 77423, https://www.brookwoodcom-
munity.org/

To express condolences, please visit www.SchmidtFuner-
alHome.net

Funeral services held under the direction of Schmidt 
Funeral Home at 1344 W. Grand Parkway South in Katy, Texas. 
They can be reached at 281-391-2424.
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-
1314.

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

850
HELP WANTED

B R O A D W A Y 
C O N S T R U C -
TION LLC. seeks 
an Executive Vice 
President in Katy, 
TX.  10 yrs expe-
rience as law firm 
partner or general 
counsel required.  
Must be proficient 
in Turkish and 
Latin and have 
license to prac-
tice law in Turkey.  
More details re-
fer job at https://
b ro a d w a y c o n-
structiontx.com/
career/

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

July 30 Puzzle Answers

PUBLISHER’S 
NOTICE:

 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limi-
tation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, or 
an intention or discrimination.” Fa-
milial status includes children under 
the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of chil-
dren under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination call HUD toll-free 
at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele-
phone number for the 
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

LAKE
MANAGEMENT
Company in Katy

seeking
FIELD SERVICE

TECHNICIAN.
Outside work, hands

on training, no
experience necessary.

Benefits available.
Pay depends on
previous work

experience. Apply in
person - Mon-Fri:
9am to 3pm @

4110 Katy Hockley
Cut-Off Rd, 77493.

281-391-3688

860
WORK WANTED

860
WORK WANTED

KATY
TIMES

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!

979-885-3562

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals for Hauling Sludge and Landfill
Disposal – 2020 will be received at City of Katy Municipal
Building, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493, until  2:00 
p.m., Thursday, August 20, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a 
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without 
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal 
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the 
largest possible total bid, including consideration of
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if 
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a 
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined 
in the Contract Documents.  Performance Bond, Payment 
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates 
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, and 
to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid
documents for this project at the office of the Engineer, 
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 
77493, (281) 391-0173.

Telecommunications Facility
Eco-Site, Inc. has submitted a request to the FCC to register 
a proposed approx. 150’ tall monopole telecommunications 
tower with no marking or lighting system to be located
at 5364 Franz Rd in Katy, TX 77493; coordinates of
29-48-11.67 N, 95-48-44.79 W. Interested parties may 
review the application by going to the FCC’s Antennae 
Structure Registration (ASR) website and entering the ASR 
application #A1171103. Members of the public may raise 
environmental concerns about the proposed structure by 
filing a Request for Environmental Review with the FCC. 
The FCC strongly encourages interested parties to file
such requests online and instructions to do so can be
found on the FCC’s Environmental Request page
(http://www.fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest) or send to:
Ramon Williams, Federal Communications Commission, 
445 12th Street, SW, Washington, DC 20554. Requests 
should also be sent to: FDH Infrastructure Services, 
ATTN:  Richard Brainerd, 6521 Meridien Drive, Raleigh, 
NC 27616.  In order for your comments to receive full 
and timely consideration, they should be received at the
addresses above within 30 days of the date of this notice
and reference FCC ASR file #A1171103.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

TexSCAN Week of 
August 2, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
V & V Machine Shop Auction – Sat., Aug. 8, 2020,  
Noon – 2915 S. Zarzamora St. Building N, San 
Antonio, TX 78225. Viewing: Sat., Sale Day 9 a.m. 
-  Noon. This machine shop will offer the entire contents 
of machines & inventory in the building in one lot. 
www.siskauction.com, 10% buyers premium. John Sisk 
Auctioneers, Inc., 361-456-7771, TXS#7425.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – Travel Trailers, 5th 
Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. In Any Area, Any 
Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! I PAY CA$H. 
No Title – No Problem, we can apply for one. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in West Houston & Katy

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

Our nationally recognized 
specialists are finding new ways 
to outsmart cancer. 
From screenings and diagnosis to the most 
advanced treatments, our leading cancer care 
is available in West Houston and Katy. During 
the coronavirus outbreak, we are taking every 
necessary precaution to keep you safe — so 
you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

West Houston-Katy
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HOUSTON METHODIST
CANCER CENTER

By PATRICK SVITEK
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Keith Nielsen has taken office as the 
chairman of the Harris County GOP, despite 
saying he would not do so earlier this 
summer after facing 
backlash to an 
image he posted on 
Facebook juxtapos-
ing a Martin Luther 
King Jr. quote with a 
banana.

Nielsen, elected 
in March, was set to 
automatically take 
over as the party 
leader in Texas’ biggest county, home to 
Houston, at 12 a.m. Monday. To forfeit the 
office, he would have had to notify the party 

secretary prior to midnight, which he did 
not do, according to party spokeswoman 
Genevieve Carter.

By Sunday night, over 120 precinct chairs 
had signed on to a statement reminding 
Nielsen of his early June “declination to take 

the office.”
In recent weeks, all signs pointed to 

Nielsen reneging on his promise to not 
take office. He showed up to a meeting 
with state Senate district chairs last month 
and left the impression that he was revers-
ing himself, and last week, he announced 
an Aug. 18 meeting with precinct chairs 
in an email that he signed as the “chair-
man-elect.”

Nielsen never publicly confirmed his 
intentions as questions mounted about 
whether he was going back on his word. 
Meanwhile, some of the prominent GOP 

officials who had initially pressured him to 
step aside reiterated their calls. The group 
included Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and U.S. Rep. 
Kevin Brady, of Conroe.

“A bigot whose word is no good,” Brady 
tweeted Tuesday. “This is not what the 
party of Lincoln stands for. He needs to be 
removed. Now.”

It was not immediately clear how Nielsen 
could be ousted.

The statement from the precinct chairs 
does not criticize Nielsen but favorably notes 
his June 6 statement that he would not take 
office.

“This difficult decision rightfully put our 
party over personal interest,” the precinct 
chairs’ statement says. “This allows the 
Republican Party to move forward towards 
victory in November.”

Nonetheless, Nielsen’s reversal is another 

headache for Texas Republicans as they 
prepare for a tough November election, 
especially in Harris County, a onetime 
battleground that has trended Democratic in 
recent election cycles.

Nielsen had faced wide-ranging condem-
nation for the Facebook graphic. The juxta-
position of the quote and the banana can be 
read as an allusion to equating Black people 
with monkeys, a well-worn racist trope.

Nielsen initially said the graphic was 
being misinterpreted and declined to give 
up the job. Days later, though, he changed 
his mind, saying that he “must step aside 
as Chairman-elect ... and will not be taking 
office on Aug. 3rd.”

The party had initially scheduled an Aug. 
8 meeting to pick Nielsen’s replacement but 
scrapped it as it became clear he would not 
be giving up the post after all.

Nielsen steps into Harris GOP leadership


