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By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Memorial Hermann 
announced Tuesday that it 
has received 16,575 doses 
of the Pfizer-produced 
COVID-19 vaccine and 
begun administering the 
inoculant to its frontline 
staff that work directly 
with patients affected by 
the SARS-COV-2 virus. 
Houston Methodist has 
also received doses of the 
vaccine and has begun 
administering it to staff.

“We have been fight-
ing this battle against 
COVID-19 since March. 
I’m thrilled there is now 
a vaccine to help protect 
us against this virus, and 
I am very grateful and 
proud to be among the first 
in the country to be able 
to receive it,” said Robert 

Luckey, a registered nurse 
who works in the COVID 
Intensive Care Unit at Me-
morial Hermann’s Texas 
Medical Center location. 

According to the 
Memorial Hermann press 
release, the CDC recom-

mends health care workers 
at high risk of contracting 
COVID-19 be the first in 
the U.S. to receive vacci-
nations to protect against 
the virus.

OUTSMARTING CANCER IN WEST HOUSTON & KATY

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Harris County Sheriffs Office investigators are looking 
into an accident that took the life of a pedestrian in the 
18,200 block of Keith harrow Boulevard at about 4:40 a.m. 
Dec. 7, HCSO representatives con-
firmed. The pedestrian, Christopher 
Houlihan, 30, was struck either while 
crossing at a crosswalk or walking in 
the inside lane of the roadway when 
struck. 

“The vehicle fled the scene trav-
eling westbound. Mr. Houlihan was 
found at the scene with no signs of 
life. This case remains under investi-
gation by the Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office Vehicular Crimes Division,” 
an HCSO statement said.

Houlihan’s twin sister, Molly Ladner, said via telephone 
that her brother’s vehicle had been found at Mugshots 
Tavern on Clay Road, just east of Fry Road. Houlihan’s cell 
phone was found in the vehicle and it was known that he 

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council members approved mold reme-
diation and repairs for the city’s Fire Station One with 
costs not to exceed $600,000 at their Monday afternoon 
meeting. Council also approved an agreement allowing 
SAFEbuilt, Inc. to review the city’s permitting practices. 

“I’m pleased that (the permitting measure) is on the 
agenda and we do get to vote on it,” said Council Member 
Rory Robertson who was elected Nov. 3. “Permitting can 
be a challenge for both the businesses and individuals in 
the past. It has never been a people problem before, but a 
numbers problem in Katy and the growing community.” 

Permitting concerns
Builders, homeowners and businesses operating 

within the city of Katy have noted challenges with get-
ting permitting issues consistently addressed in recent 
years. Owners Nicholas Jesset and Nici Jesset of MKT 
Distilleries said they had a variety of problems over the 
summer while trying to make some repairs and minor 
improvements at the distillery which is housed in Katy’s 
iconic rice dryer silos. The frustrations they experienced 
included inspectors giving them inconsistent informa-

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD moved forward with 
forming of a bond committee to 
determine if the district should move 
forward with a bond referendum in 
the May 2021 election. If it moves 
forward, the district may utilize the 
funding to build schools to service 
the district’s growing population. 

“Katy ISD is now the fifth largest 
producer of homes out of 61 school 
districts in the Houston area. The 
majority of the lots in the northwest 
quadrant of Katy ISD are building 
out rapidly.  By the time Katy ISD is 
fully built-out, it should have approx-
imately 115,500 students” said Pat 
Guseman of Population and Survey 
Analysts. 

Population problems 
Guseman and her coworker Kris 

Pool represent PASA, the district’s 
demographics consultant, and pre-
sented recent findings regarding the 
district’s anticipated growth through 
2030. Those projections indicated 
continued population growth in the 
district which would increase the 
district’s student population from 
about 84,400 during this school year 
to between 94,300 and 99,500 by 
2025. Projections for 2030 place the 

district’s student body at between 
about 101,000 and 112,000 students, 
they said. 

Most of the growth in the area 
appears to be in the northwestern 
portion of the district, Guseman said. 
This growth pattern is the result of 
the parklands – such as the Barker 
and Addicks reservoirs – being set 
aside from development and large 

portions of the remainder of the 
district being built out in the south 
and eastern portions of KISD’s phys-
ical boundaries. Meanwhile, new 
subdivisions are coming to the dis-
trict’s northwestern area that attract 
millennials who are having families 
and looking for entry-level homes. 

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The Texas Education Agency announced 
via a press release that it has put a pause on the 
A-F rating system for Texas schools due to the 
challenges associated with education during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. However, in the same 
announcement the agency which oversees Texas 
schools indicated that students would still have to 
take the State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness – or STAAR – tests this school year. 

“The last nine months have been some of the 
most disruptive of our lives. The challenges have 
been especially pronounced for our parents, 
teachers, and students. We continue to prioritize 
the health and safety of students, teachers, and 
staff in our schools this year, while working to 
ensure students grow academically,” said Texas 
Education Commissioner Mike Morath via 
press release.

Area hospitals begin giving 
vaccine to frontline workers

See VACCINE, page A5

COURTESY METHODIST WEST HOSPITAL SYSTEM 

Dr. Ashley Drews, medical Director for Infection Prevention and Control at Houston 
Methodist received the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine administered by Houston 
Methodist on Tuesday. COVID-19 has killed more than 300,000 Americans since 
March according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

CLASS 6A VOLLEYBALL STATE CHAMPIONS!

By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

GARLAND — A little more than a 
month ago, Seven Lakes coach Amy 
Cataline had a talk with her team.

The Spartans 
had just returned 
from a 2 ½-week 
suspension of 
play due to half of 
the team having 
COVID-19. The 
abrupt hiatus 
halted rhythm and 
flow, and Cataline 
wanted to ensure 
her players that they were still the au-
thor of their season’s story.

“What did we want the headline to 
be?” Cataline recalled saying. “Were we 
going to throw our hands up because we 
had to go weeks not playing volleyball 

FINISHED!
Class 6A state title caps off remarkable season for Batenhorst, Seven Lakes

See SPARTANS, page B3

DAVE SANDERS | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Seven Lakes players celebrate after winning the Class 6A state championship match over Klein on 
Saturday, Dec. 12, at the Culwell Center in Garland.

Spartans 
win one for 

beloved 
coach 

Cataline,

SEE PAGE B1

Katy ISD reviews growth
School district also moves forward with bond preparation

R. HANS MILLER 

Katy ISD’s Board of Trustees approved moving forward with a committee to explore the possibility of 
a bond referendum in May of 2021 after hearing a report from the district’s demographer consultant 
regarding expected growth over the next decade. 

See KISD, page A5

Sheriff’s office 
investigates  
hit and run

HARRIS COUNTY

See INVESTIGATION, page A5

CHRISTOPHER 
HOULIHAN

City Council OKs 
fire station repairs, 
permitting review

KATY

See REPAIRS, page A5

TEA to pause 
A-F ratings but 
will still require 
STAAR testing

See STAAR, page A3
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you 
hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

P.O. Box 678,  Katy, TX  77492-0678

281-391-3141

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Popular pickup truck
 4. Profoundly wise men
 9. Camera company
14. Folk singer DiFranco
15. Passerine birds
16. Plum-shaped fruit used for
      preserves
17. Popular kids channel
18. Dodgers’ skipper
20. Removes
22. The Atlantic is one
23. Badgerlike mammal
24. Foulness
28. Luke’s mentor __-Wan
29. Commercial
30. A type of gin
31. Temptress
33. Shuts in an enclosed space
37. Milligram
38. Actress Adams
39. Strive to equal or match
41. Health insurance
42. A detective’s source
43. Small American rails
44. Alfred __, Brit. poet
46. Crest of a hill
49. Atomic #52
50. __ Caesar, comedian
51. Breaks apart
55. Register formally (Brit. sp.)
58. Worker
59. Chemical compound
60. Disgraced newsman
64. Born of
65. Chemical substance
66. Supernatural powers
67. Clothes
68. Indy footballers
69. Moves forward
70. Midway between south and
      southeast

CLUES DOWN
 1. Driver

 2. Bone cavities
 3. Menacing
 4. Where coaches patrol
 5. Greek mythological figure
 6. War-based board game
 7. Midway between northeast
      and east
 8. 18-year period in astronomy
 9. Mid-century term used to
      describe Japanese-Americans
10. Large bodies of water
11. Eurasian ryegrass
12. Perform on stage
13. Greek island
19. 10th month of the year
      (abbr.)
21. One point east of southeast
24. Belgian city
25. Praise excessively
26. River in France

27. Edible lily bulbs
31. Quarterbacks take them
32. Organic compound
34. Tears down (Brit.)
35. Beloved Hollywood alien
36. Unconscious
40. Missouri
41. Firemen use them
45. Pig noise
47. Greatly dismay
48. Imitator
52. Moves by turning over
53. Boxing’s GOAT
54. Swarms with
56. Margarines
57. Feudal superior
59. As fast as can be done
60. Reciprocal of a sine
61. Chinese city
62. Tell on
63. United

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

In a small building in down-
town Katy next to Katy Bible 
Church, Ron Peters and his crew 
of staff and volunteers work to 
help Katy area residents continue 
to recover from Hurricane Harvey 
and other disasters that come 
along. The nonprofit was founded 
by area churches as a response 
to Harvey, but Peters said it has 
grown to look at how to help those 
that are affected by other disasters 
as well.

“We’re a disaster organization 
which is the Harvey and Tax Day 
floods – all accurate,” Peters said. 
“But there’s economic disaster. 
There’s family disaster.” 

The main point of the organi-
zation is to lift up those living in 
need, Peters and Director of Ad-
ministration Chelsea Lucas said. 

The organization was found-
ed on that concept as churches 
came together in late 2017 and 
early 2018 to try to expand their 
Harvey relief efforts to more than 
just mucking and gutting homes. 
Those area churches approached 
Houston Responds for advice 
on how to move forward and 
Houston Responds acted as a 
mentor agency to help them for 
Katy Responds. Initial funding 
was provided by the churches and 
Houston Responds, but once an 
internal fundraising mechanism 
was established, Katy Responds 
moved forward on its own, Peters 
said. 

The system put in place to 
identify homeowners in need of 
repairs to their houses is frugal 
and self-sustaining and relies on 
community members to be pro-
ductive, Peters said. The commu-
nity helps with funding, volun-
teering, community outreach 
and even assists with identifying 
homeowners to help, he said. 

“Volunteer@KatyResponds.org 
is the easiest way to get plugged 
in,” Lucas said. “On social media 
– like, comment, share (helps with 
our) message getting spread.”

While volunteering is great, 
given the professionals that have 
to get involved such as plumbers 
and carpenters, Peters said donat-
ing is a great way for the commu-
nity to help out as well. 

“We don’t move if we can’t 
bring dollars in,” Peters said. 
“That’s our biggest deal. We have 
1,000 people on our mainlining 
list that have come and vol-
unteered with us. The first two 
years, because there was dollars 
available out there from The 

United Way and Red Cross and 
those types of people – we didn’t 
build the muscle to encourage 
donations.” 

Peters said Katy Responds is 
asking the community for dona-
tions now because that’s what 
helps them meet their goal: put-
ting those they help in homes that 
are safe, sanitary and secure. That 
goal requires licensed home pro-
fessionals, he said, and licensed 
home professionals cost money.

Katy Responds focuses on 
being frugal though, Peters added. 

The organization is typically able 
to do a $50,000 repair and remod-
el job for about $25,000 by mixing 
the professional labor with vol-
unteer labor and buying supplies 
through sources that save them 
money. Volunteers build fences 
and paint walls while the plumb-
ers, electricians and carpenters 
stick to their areas of expertise. 

Even the mold remediation is 
done with cost savings in mind. 
About 95% of the homes Katy Re-
sponds repairs are infested with 
mold that is negatively impacting 

the health of the residents of the 
home. Mold detection kits cost 
about $400 and remediation can 
take as long as two weeks of Katy 
Responds’ typical 12-week project 
time, Peters said. 

“We don’t like to spend (for 
mold detection) more than twice 
on a project,” Peters said. “So, we 
anticipate two times, but we’re 
hoping we get it killed in one.” 

The organization also has part-
nerships with mold remediation 
companies that allow Katy Re-
sponds to borrow mold treatment 

equipment such as dehumidifiers, 
Lucas said. 

The process from clients’ 
perspectives is simple, Lucas said. 
Once Katy Responds is informed 
about an area household in need, 
she reaches out to the homeown-
er to do an initial assessment. 
Next, if the household meets Katy 
Responds’ criteria for help – such 
as making $50,000 or less per 
year – Peters assesses the home 
and calculates project cost. The 
organization then reaches out to 
the community and asks for dona-
tions for that home repair project. 
Funding includes community 
donations and grants, she said. 
Once the funding is raised, the 
work is performed in a manner 
that is respectful of the residents’ 
privacy and time.

Often, inspections aren’t 
necessary after a repair because 
the home is simply being put back 
to its original condition prior to 
flooding, Peters said. However, 
Katy Responds focuses on making 
sure the home meets their stan-
dard of safe, sanitary and secure. 

Once the home is finished, 
Katy Responds tries to connect 
the homeowner with churches 
that can provide support to keep 
raising the quality of life of the 
household, Peters said. 

“Part of our job is to draw as 
many church body members into 
each family so that they get a little 
bit of loving, you know? That they 
feel community,” Peters said. 

After completion of a project, Katy Responds’ goal is to have the home be functional, safe and healthy 
and essentially identical to the condition the home was in prior to the damage inflicted up on it. 

Katy Responds helps disaster-impacted families

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY KATY RESPONDS

Katy Responds volunteers and staff pose with Virginia Holcomb (second from left). Holcomb’s home was flooded and became Katy Responds’ 100th home to be repaired. The organization repairs homes 
impacted by disasters such as floods, but also works with those experiencing family emergencies such as single mothers who need assistance making home repairs. 

About 95% of Katy Responds’ clients live in 
homes infested by mold, one of the most 
significant health concerns posed after a home 
is flooded. A priority for Katy Responds is to 
remediate mold in order to ensure residents live 
in a healthy environment. 
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EDUCATION

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182

JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

CHRISTS MERCY
3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770

EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS

HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship
BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR 

Katy ISD announced Monday 
morning that it 
has received more 
than $1.1 million in 
funding since 2007 
for taking action 
to save energy 
throughout its fa-
cilities through the 
CenterPoint En-
ergy Schools Con-

serving Resources and Energy 
Program. Its most recent rebate 
check was more than $450,000, 
the announcement said.

“A portion of these 
funds are reinvested 
into the energy program, 
while the majority goes 
to the general operat-
ing fund (GOF) which 
supports students and 
teachers,” said Katy ISD 
Chief of Operations Ted 
Vierling. 

CenterPoint’s SCORE pro-
gram began in 2006 and incentiv-
izes K-12 schools to reduce elec-
tricity demand and consumption 
through energy efficiency projects 
and equipment upgrades. As those 
items are implemented or installed, 
CenterPoint provides rebate checks 
reflecting the respective district’s 
energy savings strategies. 

“In addition to this program, 
Katy ISD will pursue Energy Star 
Certifications for our schools in 
2021,” Vierling said.

Royal High School junior Gary Miller III recently competed in the Texas High School Welding 
Series Cinco Ranch Championship, where he received 3rd place out of 15 Cypress area schools. In 
recognition of his efforts, was awarded a $500 Ocean Corporation Scholarship Award and a $2,000 
scholarship to Precision Welding Academy. Miller also met the requirements and certification for 
the Texas High School Welding Series Qualification Test.

SOURCE KATY ISD

Since 2007, Katy ISD has received more than $1.1 million in rebates for advances at district facilities in regard to energy efficiency through a 
program offered by CenterPoint Energy. It’s most recent rebate was more than $450,000. 

KISD receives energy savings rewards

TED VIERLING

RHS junior places 3rd

The use of the STAAR test was 
not suspended because the agency 
feels that it is critical to provide the 
information about student learning 
that teachers and parents obtain 
through the test as they make deci-
sions regarding students’ educa-
tional needs, the press release said. 

The release also acknowledged 

the challenges faced by local 
policymakers, parents and teach-
ers working to educate students 
during the pandemic. Local 
educators expressed appreciation 
for the TEA’s decision.

“Royal ISD leadership 
supports the state’s decision to 
suspend the district rating and 
continue with testing,” said Royal 
ISD Associate Superintendent 
Kendra Strange. “We welcome the 
fresh data that the STAAR tests 
provides us to guide our instruc-

tion and help us fill in the gaps 
from COVID slides.”

Strange said Royal ISD under-
stands that data from the STAAR 
test will be for informational 
purposes and not necessarily a 
full measure of student success, 
it will still be useful as educators 
try to identify gaps and contin-
ue to help students despite the 
pandemic.

“We are always striving to get 
better and see the STAAR data as 
a means to find ways to improve 

our virtual and face-to-face learn-
ing environments,” Strange said. 

Katy Times reached out to 
Katy ISD but declined to provide a 
statement regarding the decision at 
the time.

Morath said the TEA still sees 
value in the A-F rating system  as a 
tool for improving the school sys-
tem, but said stepping away from 
the system given the challenges of 
the pandemic was appropriate. 

“The issuance of A-F ratings for 
schools has proven to be a valu-

able tool to support continuous 
improvement for our students, 
allowing educators, parents, and 
the general public to better identify 
and expand efforts that are working 
for kids. But the pandemic has 
disrupted school operations in fun-
damental ways that have often been 
outside the control of our school 
leaders, making it far more difficult 
to use these ratings as a tool to sup-
port student academic growth. As a 
result, we will not issue A-F ratings 
this school year,” Morath said. 

from page A1
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D espite the grim econom-
ic news, the V-shaped 
economic recovery Pres-

ident Donald Trump has talked 
about may soon be a reality.

The news that several novel 
coronavirus vaccines will soon 
be available may allow the 
lockdowns to end. If all goes as 
planned, Operation Warp Speed 
could lead to the nation recov-
ering lost economic ground in 
months rather than years, even 
if the number of cases continues 
to rise.

Retailers across the country 
are contributing to Operation 
Warp Speed by ordering freezers, 
thermometers, and the addi-
tional medical gear needed to 
administer vaccines once they’re 
available. It makes sense. Since 
grocers and pharmacies offer flu 
shots, their support in delivering 
the vaccine is crucial given their 
thousands of locations in every 
city and county in the nation.

These public-private partner-
ships in Operation Warp Speed 
not only show we can beat this 
pandemic, but also highlight the 
benefits when America’s private 
sector steps up.

Over the last ten months, 
retailers have taken the lead, 
offering “hero pay,” additional 
bonuses, and greater safety mea-
sures to keep their employees and 
customers safe. Their story is just 
one of many waiting to be told 
once all of this is behind us. But 
that’s not the only way this one 
segment of American business 
is stepping up to address the 
nation’s critical problems.

Employees from Albertsons, 
Kroger, and Ahold recently 
ratified agreements with 27 local 
unions to withdraw from a union 
multi-employer pension fund cir-
cling the drain and join the newly 
formed UFCW and Employer’s 
Variable Annuity Pension Plan. 
This change includes investments 
of nearly $2 billion from these 
companies that will improve the 
security and stability of future 
benefits for employees and mod-
ernize retirement benefits.

The issue of pension reform 
has been before Congress for 
some time, but it’s been stuck. If 
the nation’s pension plans fail in 
any significant way, with far too 
many of them currently under-
funded, the required bailout that 
would follow would imperil any 
recovery, as well as long-term 
future prosperity.

What has just been accom-
plished is great news for all 
involved. Millions of workers in 
other pension plans may not be 
so lucky. Rather than bicker over 
the best way back to a pre-COVID 
economy, policymakers ought to 
be focusing on the pitfalls ahead. 
Many of them, like the need to 

reform the pension system, are 
not hard to spot.

Pension reform has long been 
an issue that elected officials 
on both sides of the aisle have 
recognized and have attempted 
to address but that never went 
far enough. For example, there 
are about 1,400 pension funds 
that are, according to the federal 
Pension Benefits Guaranty Cor-
poration “collectively bargained 
plan(s) maintained by more than 
one employer, usually within the 
same or related industries, and a 
labor union” that are potentially 
in trouble.

Policymakers must take a 
balanced approached to the 
issue of troubled multi-employ-
er pension funds that provide 
participants with the retirement 
income they depend on while 
not placing undue burdens on 
the employers who participate in 
them. A solution must be found 
soon to protect the 10 million or 
so workers millions enrolled in 
employed by manufacturers and 
retailers and mining and shipping 
concerns to prevent them from 
having their benefits reduced 
significantly or cut entirely.

The PBGC’s safety net for 
pension funds that default is 
shrinking. Insolvency may come 
as soon as 2025 as more and 
more multi-employer plans face 
financial challenges and member 
companies fail or enter bank-
ruptcy. Many of these companies 
have been hit hard by the corona-
virus lockdowns and been unable 
to keep up their contributions.

Companies like Albertsons, 
Kroger, and Ahold did not wait 
for government incentives to 
make the switch. They moved 
ahead because it’s the right thing 
for workers and that’s good for 
the corporate bottom line. Other 
companies and industries will 
hopefully follow suit because it’s 
good for workers, good for tax-
payers, and great for America.

If Operation Warp Speed 
is to be deemed a success in 
the months ahead, it be will be 
thanks not only to the pharma-
ceutical companies who created 
the vaccines but to the retailers 
who distributed and vaccinated 
Americans at record rates. Should 
our recovering economy continue 
its current trend, we will prevail 
because private companies in-
vested their profits and resources 
to make it happen.

A s Christmas approaches 
and homes are festooned 
with twinkling lights, 

decorated trees, and culturally 
inaccurate Nativity sets populated 
by what appear to be Scandina-
vian fashion models, my thoughts 
always turn to hedgehogs. Yes, 
hedgehogs.

You see, at some point in the 
distant past (before bras, braces, 
boyfriends and other omens of 
my impending doom), my middle 
daughter declared that she’d like 
to have a real live hedgehog for a 
pet. While any normal person with 
any normal child might have been 
stunned by such a request, for us, 
this was vintage middle child. It 
ranked right up there with her as-
pirations to become a professional 
coin-operated claw machine 
performer.

I just dismissed the idea as 
an innocent childhood fantasy 
because I naturally assumed that 
it was impossible, if not illegal, to 
own a hedgehog, not to mention 
that they were probably poisonous 
– and only existed in children’s 
books.

A few months later, I entered 
my yearly Christmas shopping 
panic, and I came across a Face-
book post about a woman nearby 
breeding and selling hedgehogs. 
“Ludicrous!” I thought. This had 
to be one of those ironic Facebook 
hoaxes, like the one about Donald 
Trump actually being a Klingon.

Sucker that I am, I called the 
number on the Facebook post 
(fully expecting to be connected 
to someone in Nigeria with an 
exciting investment opportunity), 
spoke to the hedgehog lady, and 
made arrangements to purchase 

my first hedgehog for about the 
price of a small private jet.

But, of course, it wasn’t that 
simple. The hedgehog lady need-
ed to unload the hedgehog by 
Thanksgiving to make room for 
additional hedgehogs. (Apparent-
ly, female hedgehogs can actually 
give birth to baby hedgehogs. 
Ouchie!)I was also instructed by 
the hedgehog lady that the crea-
ture would need to be “handled” 
twice a day for thirty minutes at a 
time in order to tame it. She could 
have asked me to eat it alive and I 
would have been no less shocked. I 
didn’t think you could touch them 
at all without risking dismember-
ment from hedgehog shrapnel.

To make a long story even 
longer, I had to help Santa keep 
this fiasco a secret. So for a solid 
month, I spent thirty minutes every 
morning before showering, and 
thirty minutes every night before 
bed, in my walk-in closet, gently 
caressing what looked like the love 
child of a small possum and a box 
of toothpicks. It only took one ses-
sion to determine that underwear 
alone is not appropriate hedge-
hog-cuddling attire. (Don’t ask. )

Christmas morning finally 
came, and, once again, Santa got 
all the credit. But what mattered 
the most was that my daughter was 

in heaven over the new addition to 
our own private zoo. (We welcome 
visitors for $100 per pound-of 
visitor. )

Over the course of the next 
year, suffering from some kind 
of spiny-mammal mania, I made 
three more visits to purchase 
hedgehogs from the hedgehog 
lady, who is by now likely draw-
ing up construction plans for The 
Jase Graves Hedgehog Sanctuary. 
Realizing we had exceeded our 
hedgehog capacity, though, we 
have since re-homed two of them 
to friends we like to laugh at.

The bottom line is that our 
two remaining hedgehogs have 
provided all three of my daugh-
ters several minutes of happiness 
and given me something to do on 
lazy Sunday afternoons when we 
get out the backhoe and hazmat 
suits to clean their cages. And the 
unpleasant little animals have 
actually grown on me. The African 
pygmy hedgehog is a rather surly 
nocturnal creature that will tolerate 
humans, but prefers to be left 
alone – my spirit animal, basically. 
As a bonus, they’re also relatively 
quiet and odorless (ok, so we aren’t 
exactly the same). And you haven’t 
truly lived until you’ve trimmed an 
uncooperative hedgehog’s toenails 
(again, pants required).

So, this Christmas, if you want 
to surprise your family with a 
unique gift that will provide them 
with companionship and fun (at 
least until the novelty wears off), 
consider a pet hedgehog. I have 
two for sale now.

Heck, I’ll even throw in a pair of 
toenail clippers and a gently-used 
hazmat suit.

PETER 
ROFF
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

Retailers are  
stepping up

Have yourself a merry little… hedgehog
JASE  
GRAVES
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 2. THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT
SEC. 1.  SEPARATION OF POWERS OF GOVERNMENT AMONG 
THREE DEPARTMENTS. The powers of the Government 
of the State of Texas shall be divided into three 
distinct departments, each of which shall be 
confided to a separate body of magistracy, to wit:  
Those which are Legislative to one; those which are 
Executive to another, and those which are Judicial 
to another; and no person, or collection of persons, 
being of one of these departments, shall exercise 
any power properly attached to either of the others, 
except in the instances herein expressly permitted.

CORRECTION
Volume 108, Issue 50: Junior Service League supports nonprofits. FBJSL supported Gigi’s Playhouse through 
volunteering.
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The Elyson community along 
FM 529 and smaller develop-
ments to its west, including 
small subdivisions in Waller 
County meet this need, draw-
ing new people to the area. 

According to PASA’s report, 
the addition of homes and 
a strong overall economy 
relative to Greater Houston 
drawing more developers is 
expected to continue to draw 
growth to the region, causing 
the district to grow in the 
northwest and place strains 
on schools in the area includ-
ing Katy and Stockdick junior 
high schools. 

According to a presen-
tation by KISD Chief Com-
munications Officer Andrea 
Grooms, Katy is already over 
capacity and Stockdick is 
nearly at capacity with space 
for only 50 more students. 
Haskett Junior High, now 
under construction near 
the intersection of Clay and 
Katy Hockley roads, would 
open with a capacity of 1,400 
students in 2021 and be at a 
projected population of 1,373 
students by 2024 and at a 
projected 1,813 students by 
2026. Elementary and high 
school campuses in the area 
would face similarly pres-
sured capacities, according to 
the presentation.

Those strains place the 
district in a situation where 
it needs to consider adding 
multiple campuses at all 
levels, Pool said. Actions 
proposed by PASA include 
adding two high schools in 
the relatively near future and 
another prior to the district 
being completely built out. 
Two or more elementary 
schools may also be needed 
in the northwestern portion of 
the district, including one in 
the Cane Island area to relieve 
pressure on Bryant Elementa-
ry, Pool said. 

“Clearly, the district is 
going to need to open several 
elementary schools in this 
area rapidly,” Pool said. “The 
one that I mentioned in Cane 
Island will relieve the top 
part of Bryant (Elementary’s 
service area), but then we’re 
looking at McElwain (Elemen-
tary) in 2025 will be pushing 
3,000 students, and with each 

elementary – new elementary 
anyway – having a capacity of 
just over 1,000, we can almost 
utilize three entire schools 
there.” 

Bonding growth
The population discussion 

moved into a discussion of the 
district proposing a bond com-
mittee. A statement released 
by the district after a vote that 
approved the reformation of 
the KISD Community Bond 
Advisory Committee – some-
times referred to as the CBAC 
– said the committee would 
be formed to “review capital 
needs in consideration of a 
May 2021 Bond Referendum.” 

Grooms said the district 
would have a shortened 
timeframe and number of 
meetings for the committee 
to meet due to the COVID-19 
pandemic but would move 
forward with the meetings at 
the Merrell Center to facili-
tate social distancing among 
the committee’s roughly 150 
members. The meetings would 
happen in Jan. 13 and 20 as 
well as a possible meeting Jan. 
27. A subsequent special KISD 
Board of Trustees meeting is 
expected Feb. 8 to approve 
the recommendations of the 
committee, followed by sub-
mission of any approved bond 

measure by the state’s Feb. 12 
deadline, she said. 

KISD Chief Financial Officer 
Chris Smith said he felt confi-
dent the district could put forth 
a bond measure of $700 million 
without raising the district’s tax 
rate. He also pointed out that 
the district has consistently 
lowered its overall rate over 
time and has a debt service tax 
rate of $0.39 per $100 valua-
tion. The total tax rate, which 
includes the maintenance and 
operations tax rate of $0.9988 
per $100 valuation, is currently 
$1.3888 per $100 valuation. 

Smith also said that now is 
a good time for the district to 
move forward with a bond as 
the bond market favors bor-
rowers with interest rates being 
much lower in recent years and 
still appearing to be trend low. 

An exact bond proposal 
is not yet available, pending 
results of upcoming committee 
meetings and Trustee Dawn 
Champagne asked for more 
details. 

“We’re still in development 
of that. …,” said KISD Super-
intendent Ken Gregorski. 
“We probably need five or six 
schools in the next (bond) but 
that is not official yet of what 
we think, but for sure a high 
school, probably a junior high 
and a couple of elementaries 
for sure – maybe as many as 
three.” 
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PASA

PASA, Katy ISD’s demographic consultant pointed out several new subdivisions under 
development in the northwestern portion of the district in its report to the KISD Board of 
Trustees. These new subdivisions, Elyson being the largest with more than 4,600 single 
family homes, will collectively bring more than 17,000 new homes to the Katy area and 
tens of thousands of students to Katy ISD campuses according to PASA’s research.
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had frequented that tavern the 
evening prior to the incident that 
took his life. It is unknown if he left 
Mugshots with anyone else, she said. 
Inquiries at Sharky’s Machine near 
where the accident occurred do not 
indicate so far that Houlihan visited 
that establishment, Ladner said, and 
it is unknown why her brother would 
have been walking in the area at the 
time of the accident. 

HCSO said the case remains 
under investigation and anyone 
with information regarding the case 
should contact the HCSO non-emer-
gency line at 713-221-6000 and ask to 
speak with Deputy Johnny Villarreal 
with the Vehicular Crimes Division.

The family is offering a $10,000 
reward for information that leads to 
resolution of the case. A gofundme 
has also been set up to assist with 
funeral expenses. Houlihan leaves 
behind his wife, Ashley Houlihan 
and two daughters whom Ladner 
said he was very dedicated to. 

(A link to the GoFundMe is avail-
able through the online version of 
this story at www.katytimes.com.) 

“He was very funny; he had a 
great sense of humor and was really 
quick-witted and he made everybody 
laugh,” Ladner said. “He was very 

kind and caring and he always took 
care of his friends and family and he 
loved his daughters so much.

Ladner said the family has been 
hit hard by the loss of her brother 
whom she described as someone 
who brought a great deal of joy to 
those around him. 

“He’s my twin brother; we’re only 
30. He shouldn’t have died,” Ladner 
said. 

A funeral is scheduled for noon 
Dec. 19 at the Memorial Oaks Fu-
neral Home located at 13001 Katy 
Freeway, Houston. 

 GOOGLE

Christopher Houlihan’s vehicle and cell phone were 
found at Mugshots Tavern (purple icon) on Clay 
Road. Houlihan was struck by a motor vehicle near 
the intersection of Keith Harrow Boulevard and 
Barker Cypress Road (light red icon).
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tion that led to expenses that were 
unreasonable and prompted Nici 
to ask to be put on the agenda 
at the Katy City Council Sept. 28 
meeting. 

“When we first opened, there 
were no issues and they were 
great,” Nici said in an Oct. 11 inter-
view. “And then, you know, as soon 
as we got the plumbing permit to 
do stuff that the health department 
wanted us to do, I mean, all Hell 
broke loose.” 

The Jessetts said their attempt to 
fix some minor plumbing issues led 
them to the permitting department, 
which then gave them a series of 
requirements that were inconsis-
tent with what they’d been initially 
set up with when they first opened 
a couple years ago. There were dis-
cussions of installing special sinks 
with grease traps as if they were a 
restaurant – the only food the dis-
tillery itself serves is cut lemons for 
cocktails, all other food is served by 
food trucks – and at one point an 
inspector told them that their seat-
ing capacity would require them 
to install a large public restroom, 
which might have closed the busi-
ness given the shutdowns caused 
by the pandemic. 

Council was receptive to her 
feedback during the October meet-
ing Nici said.  

Public Works Director Elaine 
Lutringer and other city officials 
moved forward to set up the 
agreement with SAFEbuilt which 
was approved at the meeting. 
It was unclear at the meeting if 
the move was solely due to the 
Jessetts bringing the issue to the 
council’s attention. Lutringer said 
she expects the assessment of the 
permitting process to begin in 
early January 2021 and take about 
a month. 

“I just want to thank Elaine 
(Lutringer) and Public Works and 
staff for being open,” said Mayor 
Pro Tem Chris Harris. “I know it’s 
difficult to ask for criticism and 
feedback, so I know that’s a tough 
part of the process, but I don’t 
want to say it’s a negative or that 
there’s always a problem. There’s a 
lot of positive that comes from the 
Permitting Department.”

Remediating mold
The quality of structures was 

a theme earlier in the meeting as 
well, as Katy City Council members 
discussed mold remediation and 
structural repairs to Fire Station 
One at 1417 Avenue D in Katy. Staff 
were moved out of the fire station in 
early May after the city was advised 
that a mold infestation at the facil-
ity presented a health concern to 
firefighters, EMTs and administra-
tive staff working at the facility. Staff 
are currently working out of the 
Fussell Senior Center and the other 
fire stations operated by the city.

“I think that anyone (who) 
knows me, knows without a doubt 
my support for first responders. 
I feel that this sentiment carries 
across the entire council,” Robert-
son said. “We know that we need 
to get them home and this is an 
important vote tonight to accom-
plish that goal.” 

Mold remediation will be han-
dled by the Gordian Group with a 
not to exceed amount of $600,000 
for the first phase of repairs to the 
building. The first phase is expected 
to remediate the mold, repair the 
structure and make modifications 
to the building to bring it within 
code. City documents indicate 
that the mold infestation appears 
to be mostly on the south side of 
the building where administrative 
offices are located. Additionally, 
those documents indicate problems 
with the building’s roof which will 
have to be addressed to prevent wa-
ter from leaking into the building, 
possibly causing additional water 
damage and opportunities for mold 
to infest the station once again. 

Council was in favor of ensuring 
that warranties and guarantees 
were obtained wherever possible 
given that Fire Station One has had 
a recurring problem with mold in-
festations in the past, as Robertson 
pointed out.

Repairs to the station would take 
about four months, Lutringer said. 
During that time, workers will also 
assess the building for any addi-
tional repair needs and those needs 
and costs would be brought back 
to council for review and approv-
al, she added. Those repairs may 
address the HVAC system in the 
building as well as steel columns 
in the vehicle bays to ensure the 
building’s serviceability. 

from page A1
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“I’ve had many describe the 
day like Christmas morning 
waiting for Santa’s sleigh to 
arrive and sitting at the top of 
the stairs while your parents 
won’t be down quite yet to 
open up the presents,” said Dr. 
Marc Boom, CEO of Houston 
Methodist regarding his staff’s 
attitude toward the vaccine. 
“… I am just thrilled that these 
brave men and women got the 
change to get this (vaccine).”  

State guidelines for distri-
bution of the virus includes 
such staff receiving the 
vaccine first according to a 
Department of State Health 
Services publication. They 
are joined by long-term care 
staff that work with vulnera-
ble clients such as the elderly 
living in nursing homes, EMS 
providers who provide emer-
gency services like pre-hospi-
tal care and transport, home 

health care workers including 
hospice workers and residents 
of long-term care facilities. 

State guidelines then pri-
oritize staff in outpatient care 
environments, freestanding 
emergency rooms and urgent 
care clinics, pharmacies, those 
that work in emergency re-
sponse centers, last respond-
ers such as morticians and 
medical examiners and then 
school nurses who provide 
care to students and faculty. 

Memorial Hermann’s 
statement said the hospital 
had registered to obtain as 
many doses of the vaccine as 
possible as soon as the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion issued an emergency use 
authorization for the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine. That 
request allowed it to receive 
more doses than any other 
health system in the Greater 
Houston area.

“It’s been a stressful, 
exhausting 10 months, so I 
think I can speak for everyone 
when I say that it’s an honor 

for us to be able to offer this 
vaccine to the individuals 
who have dedicated nearly a 
year of their lives to caring for 
our community during this 
pandemic,” said Dr. David Cal-
lender, president of Memorial 
Hermann. 

Both hospital officials 
and elected officials said it is 
unknown how long it will take 
for production of the vaccine 
to ramp up enough for the 
general public to receive it, 
but they hoped it would not 
take long. 

“We have not won yet, but 
we know we will, and so it 
should bring hope,” Harris 
County Judge Lina Hidalgo 
said. “But there should also 
be a reminder for everybody 
in the community that we’re 
not through with this and it’s 
going to take a while for these 
vaccines to be available to 
everybody in the country, for 
there to be enough production 
of the vaccine so that every-
body can get it.”
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COMMUNITY
BOND ADVISORY

COMMITTEE

Meetings begin January 2021

from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077979-987-6077

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

3:00 – 7:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfish 
Mondays

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Harris County Constable Ted Heap’s 
office announced via social media Dec. 9 
that Thomas Ryan Hubbard, 44, has been 
arrested at his home in the 3,600 block of 
Laverne Street on Dec. 9. Hubbard, who 
has a record of burglary, theft and driving 
stolen vehicles was released on parole over 
the summer for a prior conviction, was 
arrested on burglary and theft charges.

“The arrest followed a lengthy investi-
gation into a string of burglaries and thefts 
since September.  Home surveillance vid-
eos captured images of the suspect driving 
neighborhood streets in a maroon Chevy 
Tahoe late at night, stealing everything 
from tackle boxes to lawn furniture to chil-
dren’s bicycle,” the social media post said. 

Investigators with Heap’s office were 
able to identify Hubbard as the suspect and 
he was arrested without incident. 

Harris County Jail online records show 
Hubbard in custody with a bond of $2,500 
under charges for theft of property worth 
$2,500 or less with two or more prior convic-
tions. A court date is set for Feb. 2, 2021.

PHOTO COURTESY WAYNE THOMPSON

Fort Bend County Constable for Precinct 3 Wayne Thompson (right) presents a lifesaving award to Deputy Constable Andy Blauser 
in recognition of Blauser’s response to a shooting in Pecan Grove. Blauser tended to three victims with multiple serious injuries 
including a sucking chest wound, a wound requiring a tourniquet and dressing wounds of a third victim that was bleeding.

The Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office is seeking 
information concerning a 
burglary of a building.

Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office depu-
ties were called to the 
Sportsman’s Boat and RV 
Storage located at 8310 
Powerline Rd in the Rich-
mond area of Fort Bend 
County Dec. 8. 

Unknown suspects 
broke into multiple stor-
age units and stole a 2020 
Polaris Razor loaded on a 
2020 C&M utility trailer, a 
2020 Polaris Ranger 1000 
XP Highlifter loaded on 
an East Texas Longhorn 
utility trailer, four Fuel 
Forged Rims and tires, a 
2015 Yamaha Grizzly 700 
four-wheeler, and several 
Honda Generators. 

Anyone who may have 
information about the 
stolen property is asked to 
contact Detective J. Smith 
at the Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office Burglary 
& Theft Division. You can 
email or call Detective 

Smith at Jordan.Smith@
fortbendcountytx.gov or 
281-341-3835.   

“Help us catch those 
responsible for steal-
ing thousands worth of 
property,” said Sheriff Troy 
Nehls.

Burglary suspect arrested

Harris County’s Precinct Five constables have arrested Ryan 
Hubbard in connection with multiple thefts.  

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY FBCSO 

Thieves broke into a Richmond storage facility Dec. 8 and took multiple 
recreational vehicles, trailers and other items. 

Sheriff ’s Office seek assistance 
identifying burglary suspects

FORT BEND COUNTYHARRIS COUNTY

FORT BEND COUNTY

By CHRIS COBLER
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear 
a lawsuit filed by Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton challenging the results of the 
presidential election.

President Donald Trump and 17 Re-
publican attorneys general had joined the 
lawsuit, which asked the Supreme Court 
to toss out the elections in Georgia, Mich-
igan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. The 
lawsuit claimed the states “exploited the 
COVID-19 pandemic to justify ignoring 
federal and state election laws and unlaw-
fully enacting last-minute changes, thus 
skewing the results of the 2020 General 
Election.”

Texas Democrats accused Paxton of 
filing the lawsuit to distract voters from his 
own legal problems. More than 100 Re-
publican members of Congress signed an 
amicus brief supporting the Texas lawsuit.

COVID-19 black market
Federal agents seized more than 100,000 

counterfeit N95 surgical masks being stored 
in an El Paso warehouse.

The fake masks, likely made in China, 
were headed to a hospital on the East 
Coast, officials said. The raid was conduct-
ed by the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement’s Homeland Security Inves-
tigations and U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection.

ICE launched Operation Stolen Promise 
in April to protect U.S. consumers from 
fraud and other crime stemming from the 
pandemic.

The federal agency warns “that high 
public demand for access to vaccines and 
treatments will lead to illegal attempts to 
introduce counterfeit versions of these 
items into U.S. and global marketplaces.” In 
response, Homeland Security has started 
Operation Stolen Promise 2.0, which focus-
es on this emerging public health threat.

Supreme Court rejects Texas AG’s lawsuit
CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
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2020-21 KATY 
AREA VARSITY 

SPORTS RESULTS 
& SCHEDULE

To submit scores, news or 
schedules, email dennis.

silva@katytimes.com

FRIDAY, DEC. 11
CLASS 6A DIVISION I  
FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

•	Tompkins 42, Fort Bend 
Travis 10

•	Ridge Point 56, Seven 
Lakes 20

CLASS 5A DIVISION I  
FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

•	Paetow 70, Baytown Lee 18
•	Girls Basketball
•	Cinco Ranch 75, Mayde 

Creek 22
•	Tompkins 50, Katy 34
•	Seven Lakes def. Taylor
•	Paetow 39, Morton Ranch 36

BOYS BASKETBALL
•	Paetow 73, Waller 65

SATURDAY, DEC. 12
CLASS 6A STATE  

VOLLEYBALL FINAL
•	Seven Lakes 3, Klein 1

MONDAY, DEC. 14
BOYS BASKETBALL

•	Paetow 55, College 
Station 36

THURSDAY, DEC. 17
CLASS 5A DIVISION I  

AREA FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS
•	Paetow vs. New Braunfels 

Canyon, at Legacy 
Stadium, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 18
CLASS 6A DIVISION I  

AREA FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS
•	Tompkins vs. Cy-Fair, at 

Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.

CLASS 6A DIVISION II  
AREA FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

•	Katy vs. Lamar, at Rhodes 
Stadium, 7 p.m.

•	Taylor vs. Houston 
Heights, at Delmar 
Stadium, 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
•	Mayde Creek at Katy, 7 p.m.
•	Seven Lakes at Morton 

Ranch, 7 p.m.
•	Tompkins at Taylor, 7 p.m.
•	Bryan Rudder at Paetow, 

6:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
•	Morton Ranch at Seven 

Lakes, 7 p.m.
•	Katy at Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
•	Taylor at Tompkins, 7 p.m.
•	Paetow at Bryan Rudder, 

4:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 19
GIRLS BASKETBALL

•	Royal at Morton Ranch, 
12:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, DEC. 22
GIRLS BASKETBALL

•	Katy at Cinco Ranch, 1 p.m.
•	Morton Ranch at 

Tompkins, 1 p.m.
•	Taylor at Mayde Creek,  

1 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
•	Tompkins at Morton 

Ranch, 1 p.m.
•	Cinco Ranch at Katy, 1 p.m.
•	Mayde Creek at Taylor,  

1 p.m.

MONDAY, DEC. 28
GIRLS BASKETBALL

•	Houston Heights at Cinco 
Ranch, 11 am.

TUESDAY, DEC. 29
GIRLS BASKETBALL

•	Cinco Ranch at Taylor,  
1 p.m.

•	Mayde Creek at Morton 
Ranch, 1 p.m.

•	Seven Lakes at Tompkins, 
1 p.m.

•	Klein Forest at Paetow,  
1 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
•	Seven Lakes at Tompkins, 

7 p.m.
•	Taylor at Cinco Ranch,  

1 p.m.
•	Morton Ranch at Mayde 

Creek, 1 p.m.
•	Paetow at Montgomery, 

1:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 30
GIRLS BASKETBALL

•	Morton Ranch at 
MacArthur, noon

•	Paetow at Caney Creek, 
11:30 a.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
•	Humble at Katy, 5 p.m.
•	Cy-Creek at Tompkins, 1 

p.m.
•	Mayde Creek at Cy-Falls, 

1 p.m.
•	Paetow at Cy-Fair,  

1:30 p.m.

By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

The run game and stingy 
defense ignited Tompkins’ 42-10 
Class 6A Division I bi-district 
playoff win over Fort Bend Travis 
on Friday, Dec. 11, at Legacy 
Stadium.

Nothing fancy, nothing new. 
Workmanlike and businesslike, 
just as the Falcons have been 
through this program-best 
season.

But No. 6 state-ranked Tomp-
kins is savoring playoff wins a little 
more these days after a plethora 
of playoff games around the 
Houston area were canceled last 
week because of COVID-19. That 
included two games that affected 
district partners, as Katy and Tay-
lor moved on to the area playoffs 
with byes after their bi-district 
opponents were forced to forfeit 
because of the novel coronavirus.

“Welcome to 2020,” Tompkins 
coach Todd McVey said. “We 
control our controllables. That’s it. 
I tell them to count our blessings, 
wear our masks and just do what 
we can do. That’s all we can do. 
It seems really easy, but it’s not 
sometimes. We’ll continue to 
work on that.”

The Falcons (9-0) had little 
trouble with the Tigers (4-5).

Tompkins led 21-0 after the 
first quarter on senior receiver 

Joshua McMillan II’s 28-yard 
touchdown haul from senior 
quarterback Jalen Milroe, senior 
safety Colby Huerter’s 35-yard 
fumble recovery return for a 
touchdown, and senior running 
back Sherman Smith’s four-yard 
scoring run.

“In big playoff games, we 
know we’ve got to start fast or else 
it’ll be a long game,” said senior 
running back Marquis Shoulders, 
who had 38 yards on his first three 
carries to set up McMillan’s score 
on the opening drive. “We have to 
do that every game.”

Shoulders battered Travis for 
118 yards and a touchdown on 18 
carries. Smith added 49 yards and 
two touchdowns on 12 carries.

“Those guys complement each 
other well,” McVey said. “The 
O-line did a great job opening 
things up so they could find some 
creases. It’s a blessing to have 
those two guys.”

The difference-maker, however, 
was Huerter.

The South Dakota State signee 

No. 6 Falcons open 
playoffs with rout

COVID-19 affects Katy, 
Taylor playoff games, 

SEE PAGE B2

RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Tompkins senior running back Marquis Shoulders runs with the ball during the Falcons’ 42-10 
Class 6A Division I bi-district playoff win over Fort Bend Travis on Dec. 11 at Legacy Stadium.

See FALCONS, page B2

By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

In July of 2018, a late morning discussion between a reporter and 
Tompkins head football coach Todd McVey centered around the potential 
of sophomore quarterback Jalen Milroe. His intriguing background. His 
promising future.

Following an eye-opening two months of spring ball, Milroe was the 
unofficial projected starter for Tompkins heading into the 2018 season. His 
natural skill, though raw, was obvious. But it was something else of Milroe’s 
that enamored him to McVey and others around him.

“The MVP of smiling,” McVey acknowledged of his precocious youngster. 
“It’s contagious.”

Milroe did, in fact, boast a particular joy about life. McVey recalled his 
initial meeting with Milroe at WoodCreek Junior High a few years earlier, 
coming away impressed with his maturity and perspective. They were signs 
of what was to come.

“He wants this program to grow as we want it to grow, and he’s up to the 
challenge,” McVey admired.

Jump ahead two years and Milroe, the No. 15-ranked pocket-passing 
quarterback in the Class of 2021, is not only leading Tompkins to greater 
heights as intended, he’s also the University of Alabama’s next prized recruit 
at quarterback. The 6-foot-2, 192-pound four-star recruit signed his letter 
of intent to play for the Crimson Tide on Wednesday evening after verbally 
committing on Aug. 17.

At the time, Milroe’s verbal commitment raised eyebrows. He had verbal-
ly committed to Texas the previous summer, but decommitted a little more 
than a year later. It was Alabama’s culture and system, along with head coach 
Nick Saban and offensive coordinator Steve Sarkisian, that eventually won 
Milroe over.

“Playing in an offensive system that is pro style, Coach Sark is running a 
system that will be run in the NFL,” Milroe said. “My ultimate goal is to make 
it to the NFL, and I feel like I’ll be able to achieve that at Alabama. Texas’s 

COLE MCNANNA

Tompkins senior quarterback Jalen Milroe found the culture and system at Alabama too important 
to pass up.

QB Milroe finds 
right fit with Tide

See MILROE, page B2

By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

GARLAND — Win for Coach Cat.
As Seven Lakes played deeper into the 

volleyball playoffs—a state championship 
seeming more and more a legitimate, if not 
altogether inevitable, possibility—the Spar-
tans’ ‘why’ became clear.

Yes, the Spartans thirsted for a state title. 
It had been their M.O. since day one of the 
season, and, really, since 2017, when they 
lost in the state final to Lewisville Hebron. 
But who they wanted it for, they kept stress-
ing during the weeks leading up to their 

Class 6A state championship win over Klein 
at the Culwell Center on Dec. 12, was for the 
person who had taught them so much, head 
coach Amy Cataline.

“She’s such a great coach and taught me 
how to be a leader,” said senior outside hitter 
Ally Batenhorst, the championship game’s 
Most Valuable Player. “Being able to play for 

her and win one for her, she puts so much 
passion into this team and does so much for 
us. She really loves us. We could not have 
done this without her.”

Cataline, in her fourth season at the helm 
of the Spartans, had previously been to the 
state final twice. In 2015, as coach of Fort 
Bend Austin, her Bulldogs fell to Hebron. 
In 2017, Hebron, again, prevented Cataline 
and the Spartans from hoisting up the gold 
trophy.

But the third time has a ring to it.
“It means so much that I was with a 

A CHAMPION’S COACH

DAVE SANDERS | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Seven Lakes coach Amy Cataline cheers on her players during the team’s Class 6A state final game against Klein on Dec. 12 at the Culwell Center in Garland.

Seven Lakes wins title for beloved coach Amy Cataline

See CATALINE, page B3

SEVEN LAKES: 2020 STATE VOLLEYBALL CHAMPS!

Spartans win Katy ISD’s first state 
volleyball championship

SEE PAGE A1
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had the early defensive score—his first 
fumble recovery for a touchdown since 
his sophomore season—and added 
a big interception late in the first half 
that halted Travis momentum after the 
Tigers climbed within 21-7.

Huerter’s 78-yard return on the pick 
set up Smith’s second touchdown run, 
a three-yard stop-and-go to the outside 
with 1:18 left in the first half.

“I’m not so much proud of what 
this defense does against any par-
ticular team, it’s what it does for us,” 
said Huerter, who cited the defense’s 
energy. “What we do together. We gel. 
It’s great when you can see it all fit and 
come together from the backend as a 
safety. It’s a beautiful sight. We’ve got a 
great family on defense.”

Huerter has six takeaways this sea-
son. McVey said the 6-foot, 180-pound-
er provides a perfect example for the 
younger guys on the team.

Huerter understands the entire 
field well, coaches everyone else on 
what to do, and his reaction time has 
improved with experience.

“He’s a guy we’ve had since his 

sophomore year,” McVey said. “He’s 
a terrific leader to the guys. He brings 
the energy. This year especially, he’s 
just playing. He’s letting the game 
come to him. I tell him he’s being 
the older Kobe Bryant instead of the 
younger Kobe who was, just, go. He’s 
learned how to play the game and it’s 
slowed down for him.”

In all, the Falcons had three 
takeaways and held Travis to 204 total 
yards.

“It comes down to preparation,” 
Huerter said. “We watched a ton 
of film, a lot of film. They’re a great 
bunch of athletes over there. We 
schemed well, did our job.”

Tompkins was coming off an 
open week as it could not get a game 
scheduled for the last week of the 
regular season. The Falcons have 
had other games canceled because 
of COVID-19. They’ve had games 
postponed. Practice time has been at 
a premium.

They’ve seen teams they know well 
have to end their seasons because of 
the virus.

“It’s difficult, but we try to just do 
what our coach says,” Huerter said. 
“Us at Tompkins, we know how to do 
this COVID stuff. We’re very disci-

plined and Coach McVey has done a 
phenomenal job making sure it’s in 
our heads to keep our masks up and 
be safe out there.”

Tompkins’ next scheduled op-
ponent is Friday, Dec. 18, at 6 p.m. 
at Legacy Stadium against No. 10 
Cy-Fair, which is 10-1 and outscoring 
opponents by 32 points per game. It’s 
the Falcons’ first game against a state-
ranked opponent since they played 
Katy on Nov. 5.

They are looking forward to the 
heavily anticipated matchup, regarded 
as one of the best area round games 
around the state this week. But if 
there’s one thing the Falcons have 
learned this season, it’s to appreciate 
and be grateful for the games that are 
played.

So, they planned to enjoy the Tra-
vis win for a bit longer than they nor-
mally would have any other season.

“It’s another chance to play, and 
that’s the important thing,” McVey 
said of Cy-Fair. “They’re a very good 
football team, so we’ll have our hands 
full. But we’ll enjoy this one, like we’ve 
generally done in 2020, get back to 
work, and it’s one day at a time. When-
ever we play them will get here soon 
enough.”

from page B1
FALCONS

offense is great, but develop-
ment-wise being under Coach 
Sark and Coach Saban … it’s 
a better fit. And then throw 
in playing against the best in 
the nation in the SEC … that 
was definitely one of my goals 
growing up and now I’m able 
to achieve that.”

Tuscaloosa was Milroe’s 
first college recruiting visit 
during the summer of his ju-
nior year. Milroe participated 
at a program camp and soaked 
in the first-hand coaching from 
Sarkisian and Saban. But he 
pushed back his commitment 
date, and another player com-
mitted to Alabama during that 
time. So, Milroe redirected and 
verbally committed to Texas on 
July 21, 2019.

“But during my commit-
ment to Texas, Alabama kept 
recruiting me,” Milroe said. 
“When I sat down and thought 
about it, Alabama is outstand-
ing. Coach Saban is Coach 
Saban. Coach Sark has NFL 
experience and has coached 
around the Division I level. It’s 
hard to miss. The class we had 
built at Texas for 2021 was the 
one real thing holding me back, 
and it was hard leaving that, but 
I had to do what was best for 
my future. Development-wise, 
I feel I can better myself at the 
University of Alabama.”

The Tide’s no-nonsense, 
disciplined ways were another 
attraction. Milroe comes from 
a military family. His father, 
Quentin, was a Marine who 
served in Iraq and his mother, 
Lola, was in the Navy.

The nomadic lifestyle has 
taken Milroe from his na-
tive California to Maryland, 
Houston and now Katy, which 
explains his ability to seam-
lessly adapt to situations and 
people, as well as his craving 
for structure.

“It was important to me to 
find a family-like environment 
and a structured environment,” 
Milroe said. “Alabama has 
that. All of that matters. You 
can definitely see it through 
the success they have and 
how many players Saban puts 
through the (NFL) draft. It’s 
certainly a different place.”

Still, Milroe said he has “un-
finished business” at Tomp-
kins, which has won 86 percent 
of its games since he took over 
at quarterback.

This season, Milroe has 
completed 62.5 percent of his 
passes for 1,136 yards and 13 
touchdowns to two intercep-
tions in nine games. He has 
rushed for 259 yards and four 
more touchdowns. Under his 
stewardship, the Falcons have 
won 30 games and counting 
over the last three seasons, 
including the program’s first 
district championship.

But the main goal of lifting 
the Falcons past the third 
round of the playoffs remains. 
Tompkins has fallen in the 
regional each of the last two 
seasons.

“It’s all a blessing,” Mil-
roe said. “All thanks to God 
throughout this journey. 
Through the process, it’s a lot 
of hard work, grit and want-to. 
Commitment to the grind is 
important. Get one percent 
better each and every day and 
you’ll get to that 100 percent, 
and that 100 percent is your 
long-term goals—being suc-
cessful as a program, winning 
the game that week. From 
when I got here to now, the 
commitment level from our 
guys has helped the success 
in the program. It had lacked 
commitment previous years 
before I got here.

“I give all thanks to the 
coaching staff, from Coach 
McVey to the training staff, and 
my teammates. It hasn’t been 
easy. Everything we’ve gone 
through, we’ve needed, and it 
shows in the success.”
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Justice Carlton watched 
Seven Lakes varsity girls 
basketball games as an eighth 
grader at Beckendorff Junior 
High last year.

In awe of the speed of the 
players and the game, Carlton 
imagined herself playing with 
those same Spartans as a 
freshman.

“I watched them play 
before I got here and it’s cool 
to see the same players that 
I watched are now my team-
mates,” Carlton said. “I was 
excited to play with them.”

Her new teammates are 
just as excited to play with her.

Carlton is a 6-foot-2 
freshman forward, a unique, 
versatile talent that has quick-
ly made an impact for Seven 
Lakes. Carlton is averaging 
26 points per game for the 
7-1 Spartans, who are 2-0 in 
District 19-6A play with wins 
over Katy and Taylor.

“The game is just so much 
easier with Justice,” senior 
guard Addison Poth said. 
“Shots are wide open, and 
we still aren’t used to that. 
It’s great how much attention 
she gets and how she pulls 
the defense in. It opens up so 
much for everyone.”

In Monday’s non-district 

54-45 win over George Ranch, 
Carlton was dominant with 
21 points, 11 rebounds, five 
assists and four blocks. The 
21 points were a season low, 
telling of how great she has 
been this season.

Carlton was constantly 
double-teamed in the second 
half by an athletic Longhorns 
team. Still, she almost always 
made the right play. She faced 
up and found open team-
mates (often it was Poth, who 
drilled four 3s). Because of her 
ability to initiate offense from 
the perimeter, senior forward 
Lily Baumgardner and junior 
guard KK Tucker had success 
driving open lanes for easy 
buckets or free-throw oppor-
tunities.

“She’s so special in the fact 
that she’s mature in the game 
itself,” coach Angela Spur-
lock said of Carlton. “She’s 
15 years old and just really 
understands basketball. She 
wants to be a great teammate 
as much as she wants to reach 
her own personal goals, and 
that’s really special to have in 
a young player.”

Carlton is having a blast. 
In middle school, she often 
felt like she was on an island 
as defenses swarmed her, 
making life difficult. She 
had teammates who simply 
were not on her level of skill 

or thinking. Now, whenever 
she’s harassed by defenders, 
she has teammates who can 
handle the ball, make plays 
and shoot from distance.

“It’s definitely the speed 
and the people around me,” 
Carlton said about her biggest 

adjustment from junior high 
to varsity high school bas-
ketball. “In middle school, I 
didn’t have that many people 
to depend on when I was 
double-teamed.”

Having watched Seven 
Lakes games and studied 

players, Carlton knew she’d be 
joining a team full of shooters 
and guards. So, during the 
summer, she worked tirelessly 
to refine her interior game.

She has a quick second 
jump on offensive rebounds 
and a soft touch around the 
rim. And while it’s only eight 
games into the season, the 
Spartans’ guards are quickly 
grasping how and when to get 
the ball to Carlton.

The post-entry pass-
ing against George Ranch 
was impressive. Whether 
double-teamed or fronted 
by the defense, Carlton had 
no trouble getting the ball as 
guards worked angles and 
were patient swinging the ball 
from side to side to get her the 
best look.

“We’ve been working a 
lot in practice on giving her 
the right pass,” Poth said. “At 
the beginning, we struggled, 
simply because none of us are 
used to playing with a legit-
imate post player. But we’ve 
been working hard and she’s 
getting it in good spots.”

It’s not an unfamiliar sight 
at Spartans practices to see 
mesh dummies, traffic cones 
and trash cans mimicking 
double teams and defenses so 
that players and Carlton can 
work on passing, positioning 
and ball movement.

Poth said Carlton’s lead-
ership is also exceptional. 
Generally, freshmen are quiet 
and timid. Not Carlton. She 
communicates to teammates 
and helps them.

“It’s just been a matter 
of helping them figure out 
how to play with a true post,” 
said Carlton, who said she 
models her game after the 
Los Angeles Lakers’ Anthony 
Davis and Las Vegas Aces’ 
Liz Cambage and wants to 
be able to “play everywhere, 
off whatever people give me.” 
“Sometimes we run into each 
other just because that is so 
new to them. Lily and I are 
still trying to figure out how 
to work together, and we’re 
all still trying to figure out our 
places on the floor.”

Spurlock, the program’s 
head coach since the school’s 
inception in 2005, said she has 
not coached a true post talent 
like Carlton since 6-3 center 
La Toya Micheaux at Hightow-
er in the early 2000s.

“Here at Seven Lakes, we 
just haven’t been a very tall 
team,” Spurlock said. “It hasn’t 
hindered us from being a 
successful program, but the 
game changes when you’ve 
got someone like Justice in the 
middle.”

RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Seven Lakes freshman forward Justice Carlton drives to the basket during a non-
district game against George Ranch on Monday, Dec. 14, at Seven Lakes High.

Freshman Carlton a unique talent for Spartans

Royal High football players were recently recognized as all-district selections in District 12-4A, Division 2. First team offense: 
Jeremiah Venson, tight end; Matthew Green, fullback. First team defense: Cedric Smith, cornerback; Jeremiah Venson, defensive end. 
Second team offense: Frederick Hardy, center; Zechariah Robinson, tackle. Second team defense: Kernis Thomas, linebacker; Matthew 
Green, linebacker. Honorable mention: Eduardo Arteaga, offensive line, defensive tackle; Elbert Adams, running back, defensive end; 
Kolby Lewis, defensive back; Andre Prophett, defensive back; Frederick Hardy, defensive tackle; Anthony Ball, linebacker.

ROYAL PLAYERS EARN ALL-DISTRICT FOOTBALL HONORS



with half of our team out, or are we going to 
come back stronger and it’ll just be a part of 
our story?”

The Spartans turned what could have 
been a tale of what-if into an “adventure 
novel,” by Cataline’s definition, that will live 
on in history.

Seven Lakes defeated Klein, 3-1 (24-26, 
25-22, 25-20, 25-22), in the Class 6A state 
championship match on Saturday, Dec. 12, 
at the Culwell Center. The Spartans finished 
a remarkable season at 25-1 and handed 
previously unbeaten Klein (27-1) its first loss 
in an all-Houston area state final.

The Spartans are Katy ISD’s first volley-
ball state champion as they avenged their 
2017 state final loss to Lewisville Hebron.

“I’m hoping people saw us and realized 
they could do it, too,” senior Mayo Olibale 
said. “It’s not about talent. It’s about hard 
work and work ethic. We’ve been working 
for this for so long, and I’m happy we were 
able to do it. I hope for all of the other girls 
watching us, it helps them to believe in 
themselves that they can do it, too.”

Senior outside hitter and Nebraska 
signee Ally Batenhorst was named the 
championship game’s Most Valuable Player. 
One game after setting a state tournament 
record with 35 kills in a 3-2 semifinal win 
over San Antonio Reagan on Dec. 7, the 
6-foot-4 Batenhorst had 30 kills, 15 digs and 
two blocks.

For the season, Batenhorst averaged 6.6 
kills per set. In the playoffs, she averaged 7.2.

“It was so much fun,” Batenhorst said of 
her four years as a Spartan. “I loved every 
season. I love my teammates so much. We 
just had so much passion for the game and 
we all had the same mentality that we could 
go far. We played together. Finishing the 
season with a gold … I’m just so grateful to 
be a part of this program.”

Batenhorst, ranked as the No. 3 player in 
the Class of 2021, capped off an illustrious 
high school career in which she was named 
national freshman of the year, MaxPreps 
All-American, Under Armour All-American, 
and, now, state champion.

She totaled 2,384 kills, 1,389 digs and 254 
blocks as Seven Lakes went 106-38, won two 
district championships, a state champion-
ship and made the state tournament twice 
over her four years on varsity.

Batenhorst, however, will be remem-
bered as so much more than just a breath-
takingly dominant volleyball player.

“I adore her as a person,” Cataline said. 
“She loves her teammates and shows it. She 
gave her whole heart this postseason. The 
girls followed. It’s fun to coach talent, but, 
man, it’s fun to coach a kid that plays with so 
much heart. She is a team player to the core, 
and you just don’t find that in many elite 
players these days.”

The Spartans fell behind 1-0 in the match 
and trailed 18-12 late in the second set, a 2-0 
match deficit staring them in the face.

Instead, with their season on the brink, 
they lived what Cataline preaches: they 
fought and played with heart.

Four consecutive Klein attack errors 
made it 18-16. Two more Klein attack errors 
made it 19-19. Then Batenhorst took over 
with three kills. Olibale added a kill, and se-
nior Katarina Teahan capped the movie-like 
comeback with a kill of her own to win the 

set, 25-22, and tie the match as Seven Lakes 
closed on a 13-4 run.

“It’s huge anytime you can get momen-
tum back on your side,” Cataline said. “My 
girls are just resilient. They wanted it so bad. 
It wasn’t just come to state. It was get gold. 
That was our goal.

“It was talked about all the time, and 
their want and will won over.”

The Spartans dropped the first set by 
two points, unforced errors behind much of 
their undoing. Batenhorst attributed that to 
nerves.

“We were just so excited to be there,” 
Batenhorst said. “We had so much adrena-
line. Our serve-receive was off; we were all 
over the place and got in our heads a bit. 
In the second set, we came together, fixed 
ourselves, and got out of that rut.”

Seven Lakes jumped out to a 16-9 lead in 

the third set and a 2-1 match lead. The Spar-
tans led 15-7 in the fourth set and looked to 
cruise to the win before Klein produced its 
own impressive comeback.

The Bearkats rallied to tie the fourth set, 
22-22. But Batenhorst delivered a kill, Klein 
erred, and Batenhorst delivered the Spartans 
into a state of euphoria with her 30th and 
final kill of the evening, fittingly off a perfect 
set from her sister and junior setter Casey 
Batenhorst.

“We got down a bit and I think we under-
stood how much we wanted it,” said Casey 
Batenhorst, who had 52 assists and 12 digs. 
“How much we wanted it for each other. We 
had to fight back and get those points. That’s 
what pushes our team. The trust and fight. 
Looking each other in the eye, we knew we 
could do it if we all just worked together.”

Olibale added 13 kills and four blocks. 

Teahen had eight kills and three blocks. 
Senior Emma Schroder added seven kills 
and two blocks.

The Spartans broke through. For them, 
Seven Lakes High School and Katy ISD.

“We talked about it, we wanted it, we 
believed it,” Cataline said. “That 2017 team 
paved the way, when Ally was a freshman, 
and now it was about finishing. We talked 
about that often. They finished it.”
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group of girls that wanted it so bad and was 
able to see it through,” Cataline said. “I’m just 
so elated for the girls. That means the world to 
me.”

Cataline’s philosophy is simple. Her 
life’s truth, one that she even emphasizes to 
students in her leadership skills class, is the 
good ol’ time-tested axiom: “10 percent of life 
is what happens to you and 90 percent is how 
you respond to it.”

“That’s who I am,” Cataline said. “I believe 
in that wholeheartedly.”

She gets her moxie, fight and resilience 
from her mother, a former multi-sport coach at 
Clements High School, and father. As a child, 
Cataline’s father would tell her if she did not 
like what she was getting, keep working harder 
and the cream will always rise to the top.

“It is very important to me that the girls 
unite as one team and play with passion and 
poise and resilience,” Cataline said. “My favor-
ite complement is when an opposing coach 
tells me, ‘Your girls are fun, I can tell they love 
each other, and they just don’t get rattled.’ 
That’s what I want Seven Lakes volleyball to be. 
Everybody celebrating each other and being 
one.”

Mission accomplished. But not only does 
Cataline’s players celebrate each other, but 
they love celebrating their coach.

Senior libero Kailey Bickel said Cataline 
has a knack for making every single player feel 
important.

“She’s my favorite coach I’ve ever had,” 
Bickel said. “She’s grown me as an athlete, as 
a volleyball player and as a person. The whole 
holistic view. I’m very grateful to have her. She 
inspires us not just to be a team, but to be our 
best selves.”

Bickel’s favorite story of her coach is a 
tradition of Cataline’s each season in which 
every week a different player is given an award 
that is personalized for that player, highlighting 
the best they have to offer. In every player, 
Cataline brought out their strengths and 
acknowledged them for what she appreciated 
them for.

“I’ve never seen a coach that has cared as 
much as her,” Bickel said.

Senior Katarina Teahen remembers look-
ing up to Cataline as a freshman, being “super 
excited” to play for her. Cataline’s specialty, 
Teahen said, is studying all the differing per-
sonalities and strengths of each player and 
making it into one team.

“It’s an amazing quality,” Teahen said. 
“I’ll always remember when she told me how 
proud of me she was after the Katy win (in the 
regional final). And just to see that excitement 
for us and that we’re all in this together, it’s 
really incredible as a player to get that from 
your coach.”

Batenhorst is a physically gifted athlete, a 
6-fooot-4 generational talent who was born 
to play volleyball. But Cataline even man-
aged to bring out another level in the No. 3 
ranked player in the nation for the class of 
2021.

Knowing that Batenhorst needed to be a 
voice and leader of the team, Cataline had 
her star player sit in on weekly leadership 
meetings starting the spring of Batenhorst’s 
sophomore year. They had been meetings 
generally only reserved for seniors.

“Ally didn’t realize the voice she has,” 
Cataline said. “She doesn’t want to be over-
bearing or seem like she’s talking down to 
someone. She doesn’t want to step on toes. 
So, she just will sit back and stay in her own 
lane. But she needed to know that her lane 
was as a leader.”

Each week, the meetings focused on 
different aspects of leadership, such as 
accountability, responsibility, et cetera. 
Cataline encouraged Batenhorst to be more 
vocal and coached her on how to engage 
with teammates.

“Because of her, I feel I can bring the best 

out of my teammates around me and keep 
everyone focused on one goal,” Batenhorst 
said. “Communicating and holding team-
mates accountable. It’s a different type of 
being a leader.”

One of Cataline’s proudest moments was 
when Batenhorst spoke to the team before its 
first playoff game against Dulles. Players often 
speak before playoff games, but Batenhorst 
had requested to speak specifically for that 
game long before the playoffs were to start.

Batenhorst showed a video montage of the 
2017 team’s trip to state.

“I’m not showing you this to compare this 
team to that team,” Batenhorst told her team-
mates. “I’m just showing you we can do this.”

Batenhorst choked up at times as tears ran 
down her face. She struggled to finish sen-
tences. A player who, prior to this season, had 
so often watched others assume ownership of 
the team was baring her heart and soul.

“I get chills just thinking about it,” Cataline 
said. “She told the girls she believed in the 
team and how we could make our own mem-
ories. Just to hear her baring her heart and 

showing how much she cared … I mean, she’s 
graduating and going to Nebraska. Having 
an elite player like that be so sold out for her 
high school teammates is exceptional. At that 
moment, I knew my job was done.”

Cataline’s best player was courageous and 
vulnerable during that time. Her teammates 
and coaches felt it. It inspired a dominant 
postseason run for the Spartans, culminating 
in Katy ISD’s first volleyball state champion-
ship.

“She’s taught me how to not only lead by 
example, but lead by character,” Batenhorst 
said. “We really wanted to win for Coach Cat, 
because all of what she’s done for us.”

Players had seen the investment, love and 
effort Cataline poured into each meeting, 
practice, game. The least they felt they could 
do is wrap that gold medal around her neck.

“I’m so happy we could show her how 
much she’s impacted us,” senior Mayo 
Olibale said. “Coach Cat has made us better 
athletes, better people. Faith, passion and 
work ethic … all those things she’s instilled 
in us. I’m so happy we could do this for her.”
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BEST OF THE BEST
The 2020 UIL Class 6A volleyball 

state all-tournament team as selected 
by the Texas Girls Coaches Association 
volleyball committee.

•*Ally Batenhorst, senior, Seven Lakes
• Casey Batenhorst, junior, Seven Lakes
• Mayo Olibale, senior, Seven Lakes
•	Annie Antar, senior, Klein 
•	Gaby Mansfield, junior, Klein
•	Kierstyn McFall, junior, Klein

*-championship game MVP

HOW THEY GOT HERE
The Spartans’ playoff journey to Class 
6A state champions:

BI-DISTRICT: vs. Fort Bend Dulles (25-14, 
25-17, 25-13)
AREA: vs. Cypress Creek (25-14, 25-20, 
25-16)
REGIONAL QUARTERFINALS: vs. Cinco 
Ranch (25-20, 25-14, 16-25, 25-15)
REGIONAL SEMIFINALS: vs. Pearland 
Dawson (25-23, 25-20, 25-22)
REGIONAL FINALS: vs. Katy (22-25, 25-20, 
25-16, 25-17)
STATE SEMIFINALS: vs. San Antonio 
Reagan (25-17, 25-16, 21-25, 24-26, 
15-12)
STATE FINAL: vs. Klein (24-26, 25-22, 25-
20, 25-22)

2020 SEVEN LAKES 
SPARTANS

CLASS 6A STATE CHAMPIONS
RECORD: 25-1

NO.	 NAME	 CLASS
1/23	 Kailey Bickel	 Senior
2	 Grace Lanier	 Sophomore
3	 Mayo Olibale	 Senior
4	 Emma Manuel	 Senior
5	 Casey Batenhorst	 Junior
7	 Blayne Burke	 Senior
8	 Peyton Sykes	 Senior
9	 Amanda Thompson	 Senior
10 	 Katarina Teahen	 Senior
11	 Andrea Urzua	 Junior
12	 Mia Blum	 Junior
13	 Kaia Nickel	 Senior
14	 Ally Batenhorst	 Senior
15	 Adreina Mireles	 Senior
16	 Emma Schroder	 Junior
17	 Sameena Burns	 Freshman

HEAD COACH: Amy Cataline
ASSISTANT COACH: Diane Price
ASSISTANT COACH: Danielle Flannery
ASSISTANT COACH: Eric Nenninger

COACH CAT IN CHARGE
Head Coach Amy Cataline’s record in 

her four years at Seven Lakes.

YEAR	 RECORD	 RESULT
2017	 28-8	 State finalist
2018	 27-11*	 Regional quarterfinalist
2019	 26-18	 Area finalist
2020	 25-1*	 State champion
*-district champion
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Seven Lakes coach Amy Cataline talks to her team during their Class 6A state semifinal match against San Antonio Reagan on 
Dec. 7 at the Merrell Center.

Seven Lakes players celebrate with the state championship trophy after winning the Class 6A state title match over Klein on 
Saturday, Dec. 12, at the Culwell Center in Garland.
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Seven Lakes senior Ally Batenhorst rises for an attack during the Spartans’ Class 6A state championship match over Klein on 
Saturday, Dec. 12, at the Culwell Center in Garland.
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RANCH HAND TO WORK 
ON HORSE RANCH NEAR 

FM 723 AND FM 359:
Full time employee needed: Live-in 
with your family, all expenses paid. 

Also, part-time help needed,
3-4 days per week, from

7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(Bilingual with own transportation.

One hour lunch break.)
Tasks: Feed horses, clean stall, take 

horses out to pasture and bring them 
back, and some additional farm work.  

RECENT EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY!

Call or text at 713-419-9009.  Please
leave a message, call will be returned.

RANCH 
HAND 

WANTED
Full time

employee needed:  
Live-in with

your family, all
expenses paid.

Part time help 
needed on horse 
ranch near FM 

723 and FM 359.  

Working days
negotiable, 3-4 

days a week,
7 am to 5:30 pm

1 hour off for 
lunch.  Bilingual 

with own
transportation.

RECENT 
EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY!

713-419-9009 
Leave message.

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more informa-
tion, call 936-488-
1314.

December 10 
Puzzle Answers

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Owner: Mason Creek Utility District 
Owner’s Office: 847 Dominion, Katy, TX 77450
Project (the Work): Concrete pool deck replacement for
    three pools at Mason Creek Community Center
Project location: In Western Harris County at 20201
    Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
Owner proposes to let a contract for the Project and seeks 
bids. Generally, bids must be signed, sealed and physically
submitted at Owners Office by January 6, 2021 at 11:00 
AM, when they will be opened and publicly read, all in
accordance with the Contract Documents, which are: (i) 
on file at the Owner’s Office where all bidders may examine
them and get copies; (ii) incorporated herein by
reference, including prevailing wages; and (iii) posted on
civcastusa.com. A pre-bid conference is set for
December 18, 2020 at 8:00 AM at the Project location.
/s/ James “Trey” Hamblet, Project Officer.

LEGAL NOTICE
The horse auction originally scheduled for 8:00am, 
November 17, 2020 at Cul Zean Farm, 1322 Winchester 
Road, Paris, KY 40361 was canceled due to COVID issues. 
Pursuant to KRS 376.400(2) the sale has been rescheduled 
for 8:00 a.m., EST, December 30, 2020 at Cul Zean Farm, 
1322 Winchester Road, Paris, KY 40361 for the following 
thoroughbred horses: 2020 Fortune Quest, (2007 mare by 
Seeking The Gold out of Naskra Colors) Fortune Quest, Fed 
Bliz colt 3/10/2020 Nanybelle, (2013 mare by Bellamy Road 
out of Nany’s Sweep) Nanybelle, Exaggerator filly 4/9/2020 
My Kinda Devil (2013 mare by Lemon Drop Kid out of 
Mykindasaint) My Kinda Devil, Outwork filly 4/11/2020 
The Magic Stone (2010 mare by Malibu Moon out of Stone 
Hope) Pretty In Platinum (2012 mare by Unbridled’s Song 
out of Savor the Time) Snakeinthegrass (2009 mare by 
Bernardini out of Boa)

relating to care of said animals in the amount of $73,683.00 
due through 11/30/2020 and further care through sale date 
of December 30, 2020.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned by the below named company and have not 
been retrieved by the owners/lienholders:

Skinner Auto Storage
13811 Skinner Rd
Cypress,TX 77429

713-933-9638

MAKE & MODEL LICENSE STATE VIN# TOWED FROM
2006 Ford F150 COPLATE CO 1FTPW14586KB38729 15807 Mill Hollow Dr
2006 GMC Sierra 1500 NRN6735 TX 2GTEC13VX61287001 9501 Sam Houston Pkwy
1999 Toyota Cambry KKW4204 TX 4T1BG22K6XU405812 26200 Hempstead Rd
2003 Dodge Durango BNR8568 TX 1D4HR48N63F506274 2600 Australia Reef Dr

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
CALL TODAY!
281-391-3141

43rd Annual
Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 

January 23, 2021 • 12:00 Noon
El Campo Livestock Auction, El Campo, TX

EXpECTiNg 100 BuLLs
Also selling a group of select females

For information:
www.cattlemansale.com

      Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102 Kelly Conley Tx Lic #9558
      903-452-7591 903-850-3449

TX JEFFREY MICHAEL ASHBY RE LIC 550021; CODY LOWDERMAN AUC LIC 16991
BUYER’S PREMIUM (BUYER’S FEE IN WI) MAY APPLY.

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/TX

Located in Eagle Ford Shale

10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse Auctions Jan 21
Public Inspection 11-2pm Fri Dec 18 & Jan 8

THREE RIVERS, TX • 345 & 349 Highway 72
Just over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus Christi 
Auctions: 11am, Thu Jan 21 on site or bid live from 
anywhere at auctionnetwork.com

TexSCAN Week of 
December 13, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Auctions: 10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse – Jan 21. Public Inspection 11-2 p.m. Fri., 
Dec 18 & Jan 8. Three Rivers, TX, 345 & 349 Highway 
72. Just over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus 
Christi. Auctions: 11am, Thu Jan 21 on site or bid live 
from anywhere at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

43rd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale Jan. 
23, 2021, 12:00 Noon, El Campo Livestock Auction, 
El Campo, TX. Expecting 100 Bulls. Also selling 
a group of select females. www.cattlemansale.com 
Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102, 903-452-7591; Kelly 
Conley Tx Lic #9558, 903-850-3449.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call (312) 291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
	 All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to adver-
tise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or na-
tional origin, or an intention or discrimination.” Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people 
securing custody of children under 18.
	 This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free telephone number for the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

will close at Noon on Thursday, December 24 and
reopen on Monday, December 28 so that our

employees may spend time with their families.
Deadline for December 31 publication is December 24, Noon

Deadline for January 7 publication is December 31, Noon

Call today to discuss your advertising plan.
281-391-3141

HOW TO KILL A BUSINESS
IN TEN EASY STEPS

1. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just pretend everybody know what 

you have to offer.

2. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself you just don’t have the 

time to spend thinking about promoting your business.

3. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just assume everybody knows what 

you sell.

4. DON’T ADVERTISE. Convince yourself that you’ve been in 

business so long customers will automatically come to you.

5. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that there are new potential 

customers who would do business with you if they were 

urged to do so.

6. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have a competition 

trying to attract your customers away from you.

7. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself it costs too much to 

advertise and that you don’t get enough out of it.

8. DON’T ADVERTISE. Overlook the fact that advertising is an 

invesement in selling - not an expense.

9. DON’T ADVERTISE. Be sure not to provide an adequate 

advertising budget for your business.

10. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have to keep 

reminding your establised customers that you appreciate 

their business.
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Spending more and buying less?  Maybe you should be shopping at WALMART
in Katy, where your dollar goes a lot further!  Conveniently located at 22850
Morton Ranch Rd, phone (346) 307-8163; this full line department store offers
something that most other stores can’t compete with… the area’s very lowest

prices on EVERYTHING!  Food to feed your family, toys to entertain your children, school supplies,
sporting goods, tools, and auto accessories.  Nearly every little thing you can think of!  Most “regular” retail
department stores feature “full retail” prices.  At WALMART,  this is not the case!  Here you get the service you
want, the quality you look for, and prices you can afford!  Hours: 7am - 10pm
We, the editors of this 2020 Area’s Best Business Review, offer this suggestion to the people in our
area: So, whether or not you need a big grocery shopping trip, get your tire changed or pick-up a
prescription, Do what smart shoppers do and make this your one-stop holiday shopping headquarters
for the best products, the largest selection and the ultimate in everyday bargains!

It’s a
toilet,
not a

trash can.

By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

The novel coronavirus had a 
significant impact on the Katy 
ISD football playoff season be-
fore it even started.

Taylor and Katy advanced 
to this week’s area round of the 
postseason after both teams 
were granted byes due to their 

respective bi-district playoff 
opponents being unable to play 
last week.

George Ranch, Taylor’s oppo-
nent, and Elkins, Katy’s opponent, 
were unable to compete due to 
both programs having cases of 
COVID-19. Both games were 
scheduled to be played Friday, 
Dec. 11.

The UIL rules that if a team in 
the playoffs is unable to compete 
because of COVID-19, then its 
opponent will advance. It is a 

ruling that will hold until the state 
semifinals.

The Fort Bend Herald report-
ed Wednesday, Dec. 9, that 10 
lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases 
were found within the George 
Ranch program, in addition to 
13 student-athletes and coach-
es in quarantine. The following 
evening, Katy ISD announced on 
Twitter that it was notified by Fort 

Bend ISD that Elkins would be 
unable to play versus Katy due to 
“an abundance of caution and to 
prevent the spread of illness and 
student injury.”

Katy (9-1) plays Lamar (6-2) at 
7 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium. Taylor 
(9-2) plays Houston Heights (7-1) 
at 7 p.m. at Delmar Stadium. Both 
area playoff games are scheduled 
to be played Friday, Dec. 18.

Coach B.J. Gotte’s Paetow Panthers added another chapter of program history last week when 
they beat Baytown Lee, 70-18, in their Class 5A Division I bi-district playoff game on Friday, 
Dec. 11, in Baytown. It was the first playoff win for the Panthers, who are in their third year of 
varsity football play. Senior running back Damon Bankston led Paetow with 241 yards and four 
touchdowns. Junior quarterback C.J. Dumas Jr. completed eight of 11 passes for 141 yards and 
three touchdowns. Paetow totaled 575 yards of offense to Lee’s 302 and 19 first downs to Lee’s 
11. The Panthers (9-1) play New Braunfels Canyon in the area round on Thursday, Dec. 17, at 6 
p.m. at Legacy Stadium.

DISTRICT 19-6A
	 DISTRICT	 OVERALL	 SCORING
	 W	 L	 W	 L	 PF	 PA
xy-Tompkins	 6	 0	 8	 0	 297	 68
x-Katy	 5	 1	 8	 1	 414	 100
x-Taylor	 4	 2	 7	 2	 291	 211
x-Seven Lakes	 3	 3	 3	 5	 159	 283
Cinco Ranch	 1	 5	 1	 7	 115	 269
Morton Ranch	 1	 5	 3	 6	 190	 286
Mayde Creek	 1	 5	 4	 5	 246	 282
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title

DISTRICT 10-5A, D1
	 OVERALL	 DISTRICT	 SCORING
	 W	 L	 W	 L	 PF	 PA
xy-Manvel	 6	 1 	 4	 0	 304	 196
x-Richmnd Foster	 7	 2	 4	 1	 294	 190
x-Paetow	 8	 1	 5	 1	 308	 132
x-Hightower	 3	 4	 2	 2	 263	 236
Terry	 5	 5	 3	 4	 238	 278
Angleton	 3	 5	 0	 5	 206	 244
Kempner	 4	 3	 1	 3	 154	 164
Wisdom*	 0	 5	 0	 3	 14	 173
Milby	 0	 1	 0	 0	 6	 7
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title
*-forfeits rest of season

KATY ISD FOOTBALL TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL  
STATISTICAL LEADERS FINAL
TEAM OFFENSE
	 GP	 RUSHING	 PASSING	 TOTAL	 AVG
Mayde Creek	 9	 1779	 1859	 3638	 404.2
Katy	 9	 2391	 1231	 3622	 402.4
Tompkins	 8	 1927	 1156	 3083	 385.4
Taylor	 9	 1673	 1482	 3155	 350.6
Paetow	 9	 2057	 1036	 3093	 343.7
Morton Ranch	9	 1733	 747	 2480	 275.6
Seven Lakes	 8	 996	 925	 1921	 240.1
Cinco Ranch	 8	 283	 1576	 1859	 232.4

TEAM DEFENSE
	 GP	 RUSHING	 PASSING	 TOTAL	 AVG
Tompkins	 8	 737	 918	 1655	 206.9
Paetow	 9	 1002	 862	 1864	 207.1
Katy	 9	 728	 1195	 1923	 213.7
Mayde Creek	 9	 1372	 1270	 2642	 293.6
Taylor	 9	 1560	 1399	 2959	 328.8
Morton Ranch	9	 1621	 1392	 3013	 334.8
Cinco Ranch	 8	 1571	 1461	 3032	 379.0
Seven Lakes	 8	 1921	 1193	 3114	 389.3

FINAL 2020 H.S. FOOTBALL STANDINGS AND STATS

PANTHERS MAKE  
MORE HISTORY

Katy, Taylor get byes as COVID-19 forces forfeits

TURNOVER DIFFERENTIAL
	 GP	 TAKEAWAYS	 GIVEAWAYS	 DIFF.
Paetow	 9	 18	 7	 +11
Taylor	 9	 20	 11	 +9
Tompkins	 8	 17	 9	 +8
Katy	 9	 16	 9	 +7
Morton Ranch	 9	 13	 12	 +1
Seven Lakes	 8	 8	 9	 -1
Cinco Ranch	 8	 10	 16	 -6
Mayde Creek	 9	 16	 24	 -8

INDIVIDUAL RUSHING
	 CARRIES	 YARDS	 AVG.	 TD
Loughridge, Mayde Creek	 194	 1464	 7.5	 19
Bankston, Paetow	 161	 1389	 8.6	 13
S. Davis, Katy	 123	 991	 8.1	 11
J. Davis, Katy	 108	 966	 8.9	 16
Shoulders, Tompkins	 100	 866	 8.7	 14
Whitaker III, Taylor	 112	 683	 6.1	 8
Smith, Tompkins	 76	 555	 7.3	 7
Christopher, Mrtn Ranch	 108	 513	 4.8	 3

INDIVIDUAL PASSING
	 P-A-INT	 YARDS	 PCT.	 TDS
Wilson, Mayde Creek	 139-246-10	 1860	 56.5	 9
Jensen III, Taylor	 114-181-5	 1442	 63.0	 13
Rutherford, Cinco Ranch	 99-209-8	 1372	 47.4	 11
Milroe, Tompkins	 68-109-1	 1079	 62.4	 12
Koger, Katy	 58-104-2	 1050	 55.8	 14
Dumas Jr., Paetow	 77-147-2	 966	 52.4	 9
Beltran, Seven Lakes	 75-130-2	 815	 57.7	 6
Wilson, Morton Ranch	 26-47-3	 468	 55.3	 4

INDIVIDUAL RECEIVING
	 CATCHES	 YARDS	 AVG.	 TD
Skinner, Mayde Creek	 50	 768	 15.4	 1
Irving III, Taylor	 33	 672	 20.4	 3
Abboud, Cinco Ranch	 36	 570	 15.8	 5
Salverino, Cinco Ranch	 24	 481	 20.0	 3
McMillan II, Tompkins	 25	 458	 18.3	 7
Anderson, Katy	 20	 355	 17.8	 3
Medford, Seven Lakes	 32	 327	 10.2	 2
Khan, Mayde Creek	 13	 323	 24.8	 6

PUNTING
	 PUNTS	 YARDS	 AVG.	 BK
Stanford, Seven Lakes	 44	 1948	 44.3	 0
Shurtz, Katy	 27	 1040	 38.5	 0
Woods, Taylor	 22	 774	 35.2	 1
Huckaby, Tompkins	 26	 908	 34.9	 0
Fuentes, Paetow	 24	 811	 33.8	 0
Moore, Cinco Ranch	 45	 1449	 32.2	 0

PUNT RETURNS
	 RETURNS	 YARDS	 AVG.	 TD
Woods, Taylor	 10	 258	 25.8	 0
Medford, Seven Lakes	 4	 74	 18.5	 0
Schneider, Katy	 2	 31	 15.5	 0
Huerter, Tompkins	 15	 200	 13.3	 0
Taylor, Katy	 16	 196	 12.3	 1

KICKOFF RETURNS
	 RETURNS	 YARDS	 AVG.	 TD
Khan, Mayde Creek	 10	 267	 26.7	 1
Woods, Taylor	 5	 149	 29.8	 0
Jer. Johnson, Mrtn Rnch	 2	 122	 61.0	 1
Tolbert, Seven Lakes	 8	 111	 13.9	 0
Christopher, Mrtn Rnch	 6	 111	 18.5	 0
Taylor, Katy	 3	 103	 34.4	 0

INTERCEPTIONS
	 INT.	 YARDS	 AVG.	 TD
Huerter, Tompkins	 4	 112	 28.0	 1
Khan, Mayde Creek	 3	 55	 18.3	 0
Truehill, Paetow	 3	 20	 6.7	 0
Polidore, Tompkins	 3	 0	 0.0	 0
Washington, Katy	 2	 83	 41.5	 1
Sanford, Paetow	 2	 26	 13	 0
Earles III, Mayde Creek	 2	 23	 11.5	 0
Rodriguez, Katy	 2	 1	 0.5	 0

SCORING BY KICKING
	 PATS	 FGS	 POINTS
Lazic, Katy	 54	 6	 72
Baeta, Taylor	 32	 9	 59
Fuentes, Paetow	 39	 6	 57
Huckaby, Tompkins	 32	 6	 50
Arriaga, Morton Ranch	 25	 3	 34
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