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David Leyendecker, longtime city engineer for 
Katy and Fulshear among other municipalities 
in and near the Katy area died Dec. 30 
according to an announcement from the city 
of Katy. He was 66 years old and had been an 
engineer for municipalities for decades.

Katy city 
engineer 
dies
By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

David Leyendecker, city 
engineer for Katy, Fulshear and 
Waller as well as engineer for 
several area municipal utility 
districts passed Dec. 30 accord-
ing to a statement from the city 
of Katy. Leyendecker, 66, of 
Columbus, was a common sight 
at council meetings and served 
Katy and Fulshear for decades.

“The City of Katy is deeply 
saddened by the passing of 
long-time City Engineer and 
good friend, David Leyendecker. 
David was not just our co-work-
er, he was family. Our sympathy 
and prayers are with his loved 
ones, friends and the Katy com-
munity during this time of great 
loss,” a statement sent on behalf 
of Katy city staff said.

Leyendecker served in a 
variety of engineering capacities 
for the municipalities he served 
and was observed in many city 
council meetings providing clar-
ifications to council members 
on everything from drainage and 
drinking water to roadway and 
sidewalk development.

“David served the City for 
over 45 years and will be greatly 
missed,” said Katy City Council 
Member Janet Corte in a Dec. 30 
Facebook post. “His passing is a 
terrible and unexpected loss not 
only for the city of Katy but also 
his friends and family.”

In his obituary, Leyendecker 
is described as having had a 
“servant’s heart” and said that 
mindset included participating 
in the community as a Rotarian, 
including a stint as president of 
the local chapter.

See LEYENDECKER, page 5

ONE OF A KIND
Tigers celebrate Joseph’s 65th birthday with regional final win

FILE PHOTO BY COLE MCNANNA 

Katy High coach Gary Joseph, right, talks with senior defensive back and team captain Dalton 
Johnson during a game against Cinco Ranch earlier this season at Legacy Stadium.

By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

It’s not often Katy High’s 
tradition-rich football program 
experiences a first of any sort 
these days. But last week pro-
vided such a rare occasion, as 
the Tigers played on head coach 
Gary Joseph’s birthday, Jan. 2, for 
the first time.

Even better, No. 9-state 
ranked Katy won the Class 
6A-Division II Region III cham-
pionship in the process, easing 
to a ho-hum 51-14 win over 
Clear Falls at Legacy Stadium.

“We wanted to sing Coach 
happy birthday, but he wouldn’t 
accept it,” said senior safety 
Dalton Johnson, who had an 
interception. “He wanted a 
birthday win, so that’s what we 
gave to him.”

The Tigers (11-1) advanced to 
play Region IV champ Buda Hays 
(10-3) in the state semifinals 
on Saturday, Jan. 9, at 2 p.m. at 
McLane Stadium in Waco. Katy 
is in a state semi for the first time 

since 2017 and playing for its 
first state championship since 
2015.

“It’s a great feeling,” senior 
running back Jalen Davis said. 
“Former players want to see us 
go to state; the community wants 
to see us go. I feel like we deserve 
to give it to them.”

While Clear Falls played 
admirably at times, the Knights 
(8-4), the third-place team out 
of District 24-6A, were simply 
outmatched against the Tigers. 
Clear Falls had not won a playoff 
game before its inspiring post-
season run this year. Not only 
did the Knights lack the big-
game playoff experience, they 
did not have the size or speed to 
match up against Katy.

See TIGERS, page 8

FULSHEAR

EDUCATION NEW BUSINESS

Fulshear Mayor Aaron Groff talks 
2020 successes and the year to come
By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

With 2020 behind us and the 
challenges and opportunities of 
2021 just beginning, municipal-
ities throughout the Katy area 
are looking back at the last year 
for lessons learned and for-
ward to the successes to come. 
Fulshear Mayor Aaron Groff 
provided the answers below to 
the Katy Times, describing what 
he sees as the city’s successes 
in 2020 and what Fulshear can 
look forward to over the next 
year.

Responses have been lightly 
edited in order to provide minor 
clarifications such as explana-
tions of acronyms and jargon.

Q: Outside of dealing with 
COVID-19, what do you feel 
were some of the important 
successes Fulshear had during 
2020?

Fulshear continues to grow 
at a rapid pace.  In 2020, we 
had weeks where develop-

ment services averaged over 
140 inspections.  We approved 
several developer agreements 
that allow the city to continue to 

manage the growth both within 
the boundaries of Fulshear and 
(its extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion - ETJ).  I am ecstatic that 
our (economic development 
corporations) were able to fund 
small business grants for the 
businesses within the city that 
were impacted by COVID-19.  
It was exciting to see several 
new businesses open and have 
success in the crazy year of 2020.  
However, the greatest success 
Fulshear experienced in 2020 
was the passing of its Coordinat-
ed Development Ordinances.  
This living document was over 
two years in the making and 
codifies all the city’s ordinances 
into a single document.  

Q: The city has been work-
ing on updating and clarifying 
its code of ordinances to make 
them more streamlined and 
user-friendly. Can you tell Katy 
Times readers what progress has 
been made on that project and 
how it will benefit the residents 
of Fulshear?  

The Coordinated Develop-
ment Ordinance, or CDO, as it 
is most often referred, is a great 
benefit for both the current 
residents of Fulshear and those 
who will eventually live here.  
One of the biggest benefits is 
that not only does it clearly 
define the expectations for 
future development, but protects 
and conserves the value of our 
current land and buildings.  The 
293-page document serves as a 
tool for Fulshear to implement 
the city’s Comprehensive Plan 
and guide the future growth and 
economic development.  The 
CDO is the tool we use to main-
tain our small-town character 
and achieve responsible devel-
opment.  In addition, the CDO 
consolidates the city’s develop-
ment ordinances into a single 
searchable document.  The 
process allowed us to minimize 
conflicts found in competing 
ordinances and clearly define 

See FULSHEAR, page 5

Aaron Groff was first elected mayor of 
Fulshear in 2018 and his term renewed after 
an uncontested election in May 2020. He is 
the owner of Groff Consulting and Executive 
Director at Abigail’s Place, an area nonprofit 
that helps single mothers facing homelessness.

Davis brothers anchor 
Tigers’ vaunted run game,

SEE PAGE 6

TX still blocked from 
taking over HISD, 
appeals court rules
By ALIYYA SWABY
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Texas is still temporarily barred from taking 
over Houston Independent School District, a 
state appellate court ruled Wednesday, uphold-
ing a lower court’s order.

In a 2-1 ruling, the Texas Third Court of Ap-
peals upheld a temporary injunction that stops 
the Texas Education Agency from replacing the 
elected school board of its largest district with 
an appointed board of managers. The appeals 
court ruling sends the case back to the lower 
court that in January blocked the state’s take-
over effort.

The appellate judges said Houston ISD had a 
“probable right to relief” since the TEA did not 
follow proper procedure and acted outside its 
authority as it moved to sanction the district. It 
also ordered the state to “pay all costs related to 
this appeal.”

See HISD, page 5

TruFusion now open in Brookshire 
By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Sandeep Gupta 
opened TruFusion eatery 
at 542 Koomey Road in 
Brookshire Dec. 5 as one 
step in bringing three 
businesses to Brookshire. 
The first was the reopen-
ing of The Brooke Hotel 
in the same building as 
TruFusion, then TruFu-
sion and finally a gym 
that includes a world 
class training center for 
badminton.

“I bought (The Brooke 
Hotel) six years back as 
an investment property 
and then remodeled 
it for the rooms and 
everything. Now, Disha 
(Gupta, my daughter) is a 
badminton player. She’s 
an athlete and she’s train-
ing for the Olympics.”

Disha’s training has 
taken the family all over 

the world from South-
east Asia to a variety of 
locations to try to find a 
great place to train. Many 
of the facilities fell short 
of the family’s hopes, so 
Sandeep decided to take 
the land that the prop-
erty is on and develop 
his own training facility. 

With that, he wanted a 
place for the worldwide 
trainees to stay in – The 
Brooke Hotel – and 
a place where those 
athletes would be able to 
find healthy food options 
– TruFusion.

See TRUFUSION, page 5

R. HANS MILLER 

TruFusion opened in Brookshire in early December with the idea of offering 
a variety of healthy food to residents of Brookshire and Pattison as well as 
providing healthy options for athletes that are expected to come after an 
accompanying gym and training facility is built in the near future.
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you 
hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

P.O. Box 678,  Katy, TX  77492-0678

281-391-3141

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Partner to “oohed”
 6. Relaxing places
10. Humorous monologue
14. Simple elegance
15. Bearable
17. Disobedience
19. Express delight
20. Gov’t attorneys
21. Wake up
22. A type of band
23. Remain as is
24. Turfs
26. Battle-ax
29. Volcanic crater
31. The mother of Jesus
32. One’s life history
34. “Rule, Britannia” composer
35. Doubles
37. Jacob __, American
      journalist
38. House pet
39. S. African river
40. Broad sashes
41. Establish as a foundation
43. KGB double agent Aldrich __
45. Part of a book
46. Taxi
47. Pancakes made from
      buckwheat flour
49. Train group (abbr.)
50. Frames per second
53. Have surgery
57. Formal withdrawal from a
      federation
58. Guitarist sounds
59. Greek war god
60. 2,000 lbs.
61. Helps escape

CLUES DOWN
 1. Currency exchange charge
 2. River in Tuscany
 3. Breakfast dish
 4. Defunct European currency
 5. Upper class young woman
 6. Part of a purse

 7. Self-contained units
 8. Boxing’s GOAT
 9. Legislators
10. Flightless birds
11. U. of Miami’s mascot is one
12. Floating ice
13. Low, marshy land
16. Seldom
18. Lyric poems
22. Law enforcement agency
      (abbr.)
23. Full extent of something
24. __ Claus
25. Naturally occurring solid
      material
27. Acquired brain injury
      behavior science (abbr.)
28. Thirteen
29. Partner to cheese
30. Member of a Semitic people
31. One thousandth of an inch
33. Former CIA

35. Most lemony
36. Engage in
37. Small Eurasian deer
39. Provisions
42. All humans have them
43. Swiss river
44. Storage term (abbr.)
46. Famed Broadway lyricist
      Sammy
47. Dutch colonist
48. Full-grown pike fish
49. Egyptian sun god
50. Flute
51. Flew off!
52. Scottish tax
53. Young women’s association
54. Populous Brazilian city
55. Malaysian Isthmus
56. Pointed end of a pen

PET CARE

Katy ISD students put 
coding skills to the test
By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD students Lucas Cai and Sam-
uel Yuan are launching a new app for pet 
owners called PetCode. The app features 
tools for pet owners such as health re-

cords, dietary needs 
and aid in finding 
lost pets – combin-
ing several services 
into one convenient 
website and smart-
phone app system.

“Taking care of 
a pet is like taking 
care of a child,” 
Cai said. “Pets are 
always on your 
mind and require 
a substantial daily 
effort to maintain 
their health, safety, 
and social wellbe-
ing. This workload 
of pet ownership is 
cumbersome for pet 
owners and daunt-
ing for prospective 

owners. Noticing this, my team decided 
to create a company – PetCode."

Both Cai and Yuan are seniors at 
Cinco Ranch High School and they got 
into coding after participating in several 
hackathons –  virtual gatherings of coding 
who identify problems that technology 
might be able to solve, then think of 
technological solutions that could help 
solve those problems, Cai explained. At 
one point, it occurred to them to build a 
solution to help pet owners keep track of 
their animals’ needs.

The product they and a team of fellow 
coding students from across America 
came up with includes a mobile app, 
website and a digital ID tag for each dog 
to wear. Some functions are already live 
at www.petcodeusa.com and more are 
planned, Cai said.

Yuan said the other point is to keep 
easy access to records that are necessary 
for pet owners. As an example, having 
full access to veterinary records on the 
fly while traveling is a very useful step 
whether pet owners need the information 
for a medical emergency or because their 
animal nipped another pet or a person.

“With our app, it’s just being easily ac-
cessible so that you can pull up your pet’s 
vaccinations or look through that history, 
you can look at the vaccination docu-
ments and prove it for something like that. 
Everything in one place where before it 
was just kind of limited,” Yuan said.

As the product continues to develop, 
both Cai and Yuan said they are inter-
ested in hearing from pet owners and 

working with veterinarians to ensure 
PetCode makes the most comprehensive 
and user-friendly application possible. 
There is even a plan to set up a social 
aspect for the app to help pet owners 
find pet-friendly businesses and groups 
to meet other pet enthusiasts in the 
community.

Immediate next steps are getting 
funding to add those additional features, 
they said. To do that, the pair has set up 
a video to help explain their product and 
how simple it can be to use. The video 
can be found here: https://youtu.be/
HrJ5nIXWusI

As the project moves forward, both 
students are also preparing to move 
forward into college in the fall. They said 
they’ve got applications out and both 
plan to go into coding or a similar field.

“I’m pretty certain that I’m going to 
be focusing mainly on computer sci-
ence, majoring in something similar to 
that in college,” Cai said. “I’m definitely 
interested in startups and entrepre-
neurship.”

“I’m basically the same as (Cai),” Yuan 
said. “I haven’t committed yet. We have 
both applied to colleges, but we’re kind 
of just waiting on decisions and applying 
to some other ones, but I’m ultimately 
majoring in computer science and in the 
college of business because I really like 
how you can have a product and it can 
help a bunch of people."

LUCAS CAI 

SAMUEL YUAN COURTESY PETCODE

The PetCode app features a simple interface to help pet 
owners find their pets and access vaccination records 
among other functions.

SWEARING IN

COURTESY FBCSO

Fort Bend County Sheriff Eric Fagan was sworn in Jan. 2. Fagan won an election against outgoing sheriff and now-
congressman, Troy Nehls’ identical twin brother Trevor Nehls. Fagan enters the role as the first Democrat elected to the 
position in several years.

R. HANS MILLER 

Troy Guidry (right) was sworn in as Waller County’s new 
Sheriff Jan. 1 at 11 a.m. at the county’s new Waller County 
Criminal Justice Center by County Judge Trey Duhon (left). 
Guidry takes the helm of the Waller County Sheriff’s Office 
which had a sorrowful year last year after the passing of 
late Sheriff R. Glenn Smith in early August of last year. 
Smith’s tenure was taken over by Interim Sheriff Joe Hester 
who had been Smith’s second in command.

R. HANS MILLER 

Fort Bend County Constable for Precinct 3 Chad Norvell 
poses with his wife, Amy Norvell, after being sworn in Jan. 
1 at the North Fort Bend County Annex. The ceremony also 
included a renewal of Fort Bend County commissioner 
for Precinct 3 Andy Meyers was also sworn in during the 
same ceremony. Meyers has served as the precinct 3 
commissioner since 1997.

AMY NORVELL

Fort Bend County 
Constable for 
Precinct 3 
Chad Norvell 
is sworn in by 
long-time friend 
and judge Kelly 
Crow during the 
county’s Jan. 
1 swearing in 
ceremony.



NEWS 3THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2021

KATYTIMES.COM

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182

JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

CHRISTS MERCY
3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770

EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS

HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship
BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

Compiled by R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Property taxes will be due Jan. 31 and those 
who own homes in the Katy area have several 
municipalities they must take into account when 
calculating their tax bills. Generally, property 
taxes are paid to the homeowner’s respective 
county that the property is located in and the 
funds are then dispersed to the school district, 
city, emergency services district, municipal 
utility district or other municipalities as appro-
priate after the county takes its share of the tax 
proceeds. Listed below are the tax rates for the 
larger municipalities in the Katy area. Munic-
ipal Utility Districts and other smaller special 
purpose districts are not listed due to space 
restrictions. Readers should contact their coun-
ty’s tax-assessor-collector’s office to obtain an 
itemized breakdown of the municipalities their 
property lies within and to obtain an itemized 
property tax bill if they have not received one.

There are two elements to property tax bill 
totals. The first is the value of the home and 
land which is determined by each respective 
county’s appraisal district. Generally, appraisals 
in the Katy area have risen over the last several 
years, though homeowners’ experiences may 
vary. Because of the increases in value, overall 
tax bills may go up from year to year for prop-
erty owners despite rates which have generally 
been reduced in the region. If a homeowner be-
lieves their property has been overvalued by the 
county appraisal district, it is possible to dispute 
the value of the home. To begin the process 
of disputing the value of the home, property 
owners should reach out to their respective 
appraisal district. Taxable values may also vary 
according to various exemptions that may need 
to be applied for. Those exemptions, such as the 
common exemption for those over 65 or the 
disabled, vary by municipality and tax payers 
should contact their local government entities to 
inquire about that process.

FORT BEND COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
Web: https://www.fbcad.org/ 

Phone: 281-344-8623
M-F: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
2801 B.F. Terry Blvd.
Rosenberg, TX 77471

HARRIS COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
Web: www.hcad.org

Phone: 713-957-7800
M-F: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

13013 Northwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77040

WALLER COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
Web: http://www.waller-cad.org/ 

Phone: 979-921-0060
M-F: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

900 13th Street
Hempstead, TX 77445

The second thing to consider is the property 
tax rate that is determined by the municipalities 
the taxed property lies within. As an example, if 
a property only lies within the city of Katy, Katy 
ISD and Harris County, the total tax rate would 
be determined by adding the advertised total 
property tax rate for each municipality together 
(see chart below).

Once the total property tax rate is calculat-
ed, the homeowners then take the value of their 
property, divide that by 100 and multiply it by 
the combined total tax rates for Katy, KISD and 
Harris County in the example given above.

MUNICIPALITY TOTAL TAX RATE (PER 
$100 VALUATION)

Counties: 
Fort Bend $0.435876
Harris $0.391160
Waller $0.587145

Cities: 
Brookshire $0.640000
Fulshear $0.207070
Houston $0.561840
Katy $0.447168
Pattison NA

School Districts: 
Katy $1.388800
Royal $1.321817

Special Purpose Districts: 
Brookshire Katy Drainage District $0.073200
Brookshire MUD $0.018000
Harris Co. ESD 48 $0.095631
Harris Co. ESD 47 
(Incl. Westlake VFD) $0.084000
Waller Harris ESD 200 $0.100000
Willow Fork Drainage District $0.185000
Willow Fork Fire Dept./
Fort Bend Co. ESD 2 $0.100000

Sources: Fort Bend County, Harris County, 
Waller County, Katy ISD

KATY AREA PROPERTY TAX OVERVIEW

TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR
P.O. BOX 4622
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77210-4622

ANN HARRIS BENNETT

PAYMENT COUPON

12345678910121 2017 000360820 000432985 000436592 000440200

*1234567891012*
JOHN DOE
123 HOUSTON WAY
HOUSTON, TX 77002

2017 Property Tax Statement

September 10, 2018

Account Number

123-456-789-1012

Houston I.S.D.
Harris County
Harris County Flood Control Dist
Port of Houston Authority
Harris County Hospital District
Harris County Dept. of Education
Houston Community College System
City of Houston

 63,500
 38,500
 38,500
 38,500
 38,500
 38,500
 19,250
 38,500

 1.206700
 0.418010
 0.028310
 0.012560
 0.171100
 0.005195
 0.100263
 0.584210

 $1,556.64
 $643.74

 $43.60
 $19.34

 $263.49
 $8.00

 $173.71
 $899.68

Taxing Jurisdiction Exemptions Taxable Value Rate per $100 Taxes

 150,000
 50,000

 200,000

Appraised Values
Land - Market Value
Impr - Market Value
Total Market Value

Exemptions/Deferrals

 129,000
 154,000
 154,000
 154,000
 154,000
 154,000
 173,250
 154,000

Homestead

  Penalties for Paying Late Rate Current Taxes Delinquent Taxes Total
  20%
  21%
  22%
  23%
  24%

 $4,329.85
 $4,365.92
 $4,402.00
 $4,438.09
 $4,474.16

By September 30, 2018
By October 31, 2018
By November 30, 2018
By December 31, 2018
By January 31, 2019

 $0.00
 $0.00

 $0.00
 $0.00
 $0.00

 $4,329.85
 $4,365.92

 $4,402.00
 $4,438.09

 $4,474.16

 $0.00
 $3,608.20

 $3,608.20

Payments Applied To 2017 Taxes

Total Current Taxes Due (Including Penalties)

Total 2017 Taxes Due By January 31, 2018

Prior Year(s) Delinquent Taxes Due (If Any)

TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR
P.O. BOX 3547
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77253-3547

ANN HARRIS BENNETT

JOHN DOE
123 HOUSTON WAY
HOUSTON, TX 77002

 $0.00

 $3,608.20

*1234567891012*

Total Amount Due For January 2018

Printed By: DEDWARDS
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H WAY ESTATES

123 HOUSTON WAY       77002

Statement Date:

Property Description

1

!770020000!

 7,500Less Capped Mkt Value
 192,500Appraised Value

Tax Bill Increase (Decrease) from 2012 to 2017 :  Appraised Value 0%,   Taxable Val 0%,   Tax Rate 0%,   Tax Bill 0%.

To begin receiving your statement by email, go online to 

www.hctax.net and use this code to register.

Certified owner 
 of record.   

 
 

Property Values set by the Harris 
County Appraisal District

The jurisdictions for which you are taxed by the Harris County Tax 
Assessor - Collector and the tax amount for each jurisdiction.  

Exemptions and/or 
Deferrals & Others

Total amount due with 
penalty and interest for each

month payment is delinquent.

 
 

 

Send this portion with payment.  

Scan with your 
Smart Phone to 
access and pay 

 

 

 
 
 

IF YOU ARE 65 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER OR 
ARE DISABLED AND THE PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS YOUR 
RESIDENCE HOMESTEAD, YOU SHOULD 
CONTACT THE APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
REGARDING ANY ENTITLEMENT YOU MAY 
HAVE TO A POSTPONEMENT IN THE 
PAYMENT OF THESE TAXES. 

Account Number 
123-456-789-1012 

Amount Enclosed 
 

$   .    
 

Make check payable to: 
 
 

 

 Send payments with coupon to this address.   

Detach at the perforation and return this coupon with your payment. Keep top part for your records.  
*See reverse side for additional information.*  

 

 

Property taxes in a major metropolitan area such as Greater Houston, which the Katy area falls within can be very 
complicated to navigate, but the county tax offices that cover the Katy area have a variety of resources such as this 
sample bill from the Harris County Tax Assessor Collector’s Office which breaks down how to read a property tax bill.
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2020: A 
reluctant 
retrospect
Ok, let’s get the obvi-

ous out of the way. 
2020 was the year of 

COVID-19, also known as 
corona (minus the lime), the 
plague, the super crud, or, 
as my dad calls it (and most 
other contagious illnesses), 
“the rooty-gootus.” But what 
else happened in 2020?

Well, in addition to the 
global pandemic, China 
became the international 
Amazon.com of unwanted 
express deliveries. Remember 
the Asian murder hornets? 
I’m still plugging up my 
nostrils and ear canals when 
I sleep. And what about the 
Chinese mystery seeds? The 
harvest from those should be 
reaching your local farmers 
market and Walmart produce 
aisle soon. And then there 
were the double hurricanes, 
Laura and Marco, like some 
kind of WWE wrestling co-ed 
tag team from Hell. (I’m not 
sure we can blame China 
for that one, but there will 
undoubtedly be an expensive 
and time-consuming con-
gressional investigation to 
find out for sure.)

And speaking of the gov-
ernment and professional 
wrestling, the nation wit-
nessed a presidential steel-
cage death match featuring 
two elderly politicians who 
tried to outdo one another 
with their criminally awkward 
dancing, cringey verbal gaffes 
and toddleresque insults. At 
least we were assured that 
no matter who won, the vast 
majority of Americans could 
claim to be “cooler” than the 
President.

But enough of petty 
concerns like presidential 
elections and deadly invasive 
insects. Let’s get to the good 
stuff, and I don’t mean “Tiger 
King.”

My eldest and most expen-
sive daughter became a high 
school senior in 2020, which, 
despite the limitations im-
posed by COVID-19 protocol, 
has required the purchase 
of enough formal gowns and 
party dresses (sometimes 
for a single photo) to supply 
an entire season of Dancing 
with the Stars. At least next 
year should be less expensive 
when she goes to college. Oh, 
wait…

My middle daughter 
has maintained her yearly 
tradition of elevating my 
stress level to DEFCON 1 by 
spending most of 2020 with 

her current boyfriend. He’s a 
nice kid, and I know it’s a nat-
ural process for young people 
her age to date, but I can’t 
help sometimes wishing that 
she would decide to enter a 
convent – at least temporar-
ily – even though we aren’t 
Catholic.

My youngest daughter 
started junior high this year. 
Junior high can be tough on 
kids, especially late develop-
ers like me who still played 
with action figures and took a 
while to learn exactly where 
to spray the deodorant. I’m 
happy to say that my daugh-
ter didn’t inherit the nerd 
gene, and has done well so-
cially and academically. And 
although she’s convinced that 
math was invented by radical 
academic terrorists, she still 
thinks boys are stupid. I call 
that a win!

I guess my most memora-
ble accomplishment in 2020, 
other than not driving my 
saintly wife of thirty years to 
the point of poisoning my tea 
with hand sanitizer or smoth-
ering me with a 10-pack of 
hygienic face masks, was 
learning to cook homemade 
shrimp fettuccine Alfredo 
during quarantine. Now, I 
realize that this is no big deal 
to some folks, but to a dude 
who sometimes has trouble 
with microwave popcorn, 
it’s huge. In fact, if I could 
meet the original Alfredo, I’d 
thank him, give him a hearty 
fist bump, and suggest that 
he talk to his doctor about 
LIPITOR.

Regardless of how your 
year has been, we can all 
anticipate a 2021 with hope 
for effective vaccines, a 
recovering economy, and 
enough peace of mind to 
finally use our massive stock-
piles of toilet paper. Most 
of all, we can be happy that 
we’re now looking at 2020 in 
the rearview mirror – even 
though it’s probably tailgating 
us, dressed like Joe Exotic 
and considering an act of 
road rage involving murder 
hornets.

JASE 
GRAVES
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES



On a more personal level, 
Leyendecker’s daughter, Kimberly 
Johnson, said her father regularly 
said that he loved Katy and his 
work and had refused to retire 
because he said he would miss the 
people he worked with.

“It wasn’t work for him,” John-
son said. “He truly loved what he 
did, and it was the relationships 
with the people he worked with 
and the community that gave him 
purpose and it was a huge part of 
what kept him going while fighting 
Lymphoma.”

According to his obituary, 
Leyendecker is survived by his wife 
of 45 years, Connie Leyendecker, 
his mother, Doris Leyendecker, two 
daughters – Johnson and Kristen 
Carden – and three grandchildren. 
He also leaves behind a sister, 
Bonnie Roesler, several nieces and 
nephews and a large collection of 
in-laws.

Johnson added that the family 
has been overwhelmed with the 
amount of people – including 
those they do not know – that have 
shared stories with them about 
her father, especially those where 
he’d go out of his way to make their 
days brighter.

“He enjoyed making people 
laugh and didn’t take himself seri-
ously,” Johnson said.

Johnson said she is making 
a book of stories to share with 
Leyendecker’s grandchildren that 
will include stories Leyendeck-
er’s friends have shared with the 
family. Those wishing to contribute 
a story can send those to her at 
kimjohnson2004@hotmail.com.

During his time as a public 
engineer, Leyendecker designed 
or oversaw many projects which 
helped the municipalities he 
served manage their growth and 
develop necessary infrastructure 
to address the needs of residents to 
improve the cities he served, area 
officials said.

“David Leyendecker served the 
city of Fulshear well,” said Fulshear 
Mayor Aaron Groff. “He was an 
excellent engineer and even better 
person.  David was patient, kind 
and always willing to help anyone 
in need.”

Groff’s sentiment was echoed 

by Katy Mayor Pro Tem Chris 
Harris, who applauded Leyendeck-
er for his commitment to the city 
of Katy and its residents over his 
more than four decades of service 
to Katy.

“David was always available 
to speak with citizens or answer 
questions from staff members at 
any time. Serving four decades 
as city engineer, he literally built 
Katy.”

A celebration of life is being 
planned for Leyendecker, but the 
obituary indicates that the family is 
asking that he be honored through 
random acts of kindness or gener-
osity done in his memory.

“David Leyendecker, the city 
engineer and my friend passed 
away yesterday,” Katy Mayor Bill 
Hastings said in a Dec. 31 Face-
book post. “He served our city for 
45 years. To say he will be missed 
is an understatement … Our 

prayers are with his family. I will 
miss him.”

Leyendecker’s name is not 
necessarily plastered on the water 
towers, streets, drainage infra-
structure and buildings he oversaw 
the construction of, but traveling 
through Katy and the surrounding 
area, it is difficult to see a public 
facility or asset that he did not have 
a part in. His legacy comes not in 
a grand statue, but many projects 
which have provided clean water, 
mitigated flood risks, improved 
mobility and generally helped 
improve the quality of life for those 
living in or even passing through 
the region. A perusal through city 
documents in Katy and Fulshear 
will find his name and signature 
scattered throughout decades of 
work and uncountable projects.

“His legacy will certainly live on 
and he will be missed greatly by all 
who knew him,” Groff said.

“We wanted to get a place 
where we can have healthy 
food, at least just do buffet for 
the athletes and for the (local) 
people also. We’ll continue to 
figure out the menu as things 
progress,” Sandeep said.

Disha said she has trained 
in India, Denmark, Malaysia 
and many other locations, but 
nothing had the conveniences 
and environment necessary 
for Olympic-level training. The 
facility she trained at in Malay-
sia for example was often over 
100 degrees with extraordinary 
levels of humidity which made 
it difficult to focus on improv-
ing technique.

Currently, TruFusion offers 
a variety of Eastern and South-
east Asian cuisine but also 
tosses in a few local favorites 
such as fried catfish to ensure 
there is variety, Sandeep said. 
He said he and his staff plan 
on working on the menu by 
trying different items regularly 
to allow locals to try different 
foods from around the world. 
One day might be a fish and 
vegetable medley and the fol-
lowing week a curry dish might 
be featured. The idea is to help 
develop a solid menu and keep 
diners from getting bored, he 
said.

Sandeep and Disha said 
they knew the hotel had a rep-
utation for various issues and 
they’re working hard to keep it 
clean. They’ve reached out to 
the Brookshire Police Depart-
ment to ensure that happens 
and to offer rooms for those 
who might be in need if the 
police are in need of assistance 
in finding shelter for someone. 
They also want to provide a 
clean and safe facility in gen-
eral for visitors of all sorts and 
offer more dining options to 
locals as well as those passing 
through Brookshire.

“We wanted to just keep 
our hotel very clean,” Disha 
said. “We didn’t want any time 
of crime, any of the stuff that 
many times happens in hotels 
around here in small towns. So, 
I think we wanted to provide a 
safe place for people to work 
and just, you know, live a good 
life.”

That mindset is also going 
into the development of the 
yet-to-come gym and training 
facility, Sandeep said. He is 
working to design a facility that 
will provide dozens of jobs to 
residents near Brookshire and 
Pattison with a good wage and 
benefits. He even wants to hire 
local high school students to 
help them get started in their 
professions. If he can set up a 
community resource for the 
locals, he believes he can have  
solid foundation for setting up 
a resource for Olympic-level 
athletes that will travel to the 
facility, bringing money to the 
region.

“I want to provide some-
thing, you know, not just for 
the locals but also for the whole 
(Panamerican) region,” Sand-
eep said. “People coming from 
Mexico, from Argentina, from 
Peru to come here. From Ca-
nanada. They will have options 
to eat a new kind of food when 
they want to train.”
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The TEA plans to appeal the 
ruling to the Texas Supreme 
Court. “While the Agency is 
disappointed with the split rul-
ing from the 3rd Court of Ap-
peals, this is only a temporary 
setback,” the agency said in a 
statement. “We are confident 
that the Texas Supreme Court 
will uphold the Commission-
er’s legally-authorized actions 
to improve the educational 
outcomes for the 200,000-
plus public school students of 
Houston.”

Texas announced plans to 
seize control of Houston ISD 
in November 2019, citing the 
longstanding academic failure 
of Wheatley High School and 
the school board’s alleged 
violations of state law. By then, 
Houston ISD had already filed 
a lawsuit, arguing that the TEA 
had surpassed its authority in 
moving to penalize the district 
and should be stopped.

In January, Travis Coun-
ty District Judge Catherine 
Mauzy granted Houston ISD a 
temporary injunction, blocking 
Texas from replacing the school 
board until she issues a final 
ruling on the case.

The state challenged that 
ruling before the Third Court of 
Appeals, arguing it had acted 
within its legal authority and 

that Houston ISD is grasping at 
straws.

But the appellate court’s 
ruling Wednesday said Texas’ 
“proposed actions are not 
authorized by the Education 
Code.” The opinion stated 
that the state did not have the 
right to appoint a conservator 
to oversee the entire school 
district in 2019, force Hous-
ton ISD to suspend its search 
for a new superintendent, or 
impose sanctions based on 
an investigation, among other 
things.

The opinion was written 
by Judge Gisela Triana, who 
was joined by Judge Jeff Rose 
in the ruling. In a dissenting 
opinion, Judge Thomas Baker 
wrote that Texas is authorized 
to take over Houston ISD, the 
injunction should be removed 
and the district’s claims should 
be dismissed.

In March, Texas successfully 
appointed a board of manag-
ers to replace Shepherd ISD, a 
four-school East Texas school 
district.

“Texas still blocked 
from taking over Houston’s 
school district, appeals court 
rules” was first published at 
https://www.texastribune.
org/2020/12/30/texas-hous-
ton-school-district-take-over/ 
by The Texas Tribune. The 
Texas Tribune is proud to cel-
ebrate 10 years of exceptional 
journalism for an exceptional 
state.
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land use.  Finally, the CDO serves 
to establish a process that applies 
the standards of the CDO across 
the city and ETJ fairly.  We have 
already seen the benefits of the 
recently adopted CDO as staff and 
council negotiate with developers 
who are partnering with Fulshear 
to keep it the most desired destina-
tion in the region.  

Q: Improving mobility is a se-
rious issue for Fulshear, as can be 
seen with improvements to Char-
ger Way and Bois D’Arc Lane that 
have been completed or were au-
thorized by the city this year. What 
other improvements can Fulshear 
area residents look forward to from 
a mobility standpoint in 2021?

The 1093 expansion was 
completed, but most of the city’s 
projects slated for 2020 were 
simply maintenance projects.  Un-
fortunately, many of those projects, 
including an improvement of Red 
Bird Lane, are just getting under-
way as a result of delays associated 
with COVID-19.  However, 2021 
looks to be a banner year for the re-
gion’s mobility projects as the Tex-
as Heritage Parkway is set to open.  
We should also break ground on 

the expansion of Huggins Road, 
expanding it from Charger Way to 
359 in 2021.  Also, with the passage 
of the County’s Mobility Bond, Ful-
shear City Council has approved 
projects to expand and improve 
Wallis Street, as well as Bois D’Arc, 
which will drastically improve 
north/south connectivity.  These 
projects and many others support 
the city’s Major Thoroughfare Plan 
which was updated in 2020 along 
with the adoption of the CDO.  The 
Fulshear Major Thoroughfare Plan 
can be found at Fulshear MTP Map 
(Final Higher Res to City 07.23.20).
pdf (fulsheartexas.gov)

Q: Outside of mobility and pro-
cedural improvements, what can 
Fulshear residents look forward 
to in 2021 that will help improve 
quality of life for them?

Fulshear will continue to thrive 
in 2021.  Fulshear is one of the 
fastest growing cities in the nation, 
and in 2021, we will likely contin-
ue that trend.  While that growth 
brings some inherent challenges, 
it also brings some great oppor-
tunities.  One of the things we are 
proud of in Fulshear is our trail 
system.  In 2021 we will see further 
expansion of that system, as well 
as several improvements at our 
City Parks.  On December 15, 2020, 
Council approved a Development 
Agreement that will add 26 acres 

of park land to the City.  That park 
will house sports fields that will 
benefit every resident.  2021 also 
promises new businesses, includ-
ing restaurants, that will continue 
to contribute to a strong economy 
and additional places for the com-
munity to safely gather and shop.  
The expansion of new roadways 
will drastically improve mobility 
and make it easier to traverse the 
city.  We will continue to be one of, 
if not the safest city in Texas. Many 
thanks to the incredible Fulshear 
Police Department and vigilant 
citizens for earning us the top spot 
in 2020.  Our residents have a lot 
to be proud of and there is much 
more to come in 2021.  

Q: As mayor, what message 
would you like to pass on to Ful-
shear residents as they begin the 
new year?

I would simply like to say, 
“Thank you” to our residents.  I 
am incredibly proud of how they 
navigated 2020 and I am extremely 
excited about 2021.  In 2020, our 
residents showed grace to their 
neighbor and exhibited compas-
sion to our community.  Time after 
time, I saw needs arise and those 
needs were met immediately.  
Fulshear truly is a family, and the 
resilience of our residents gives me 
much hope as we enter 2021.  Stay 
safe, stay strong, and love well.

from page 1
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COURTESY KIMBERLY JOHNSON 

David Leyendecker is pictured here with his wife, Connie Leyendecker at his daughter Kristen 
Carden’s wedding. The Leyendeckers lived in Columbus to the west of Katy and had two daughters, 
Carden and her sister Kimberly Johnson. Both daughters are married and the Leyendeckers have 
three grandchildren.

R. HANS MILLER 

TruFusion owner Sandeep Gupta (right) 
and his daughter, Disha Gupta (center) 
pose with one of their cooks at the new 
restaurant. The Guptas say they want to 
provide healthy dining options for locals 
as well as athletes like Disha who is 
training for the Olympics.
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2020-2021 KATY 
AREA VARSITY 

SPORTS RESULTS 
& SCHEDULE

To submit scores, news or 
schedules, email dennis.silva@
katytimes.com. Schedules are 

tentative due to COVID-19 
protocols.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 30
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Cinco Ranch 49, Katy 43 (OT)
 

SATURDAY, JAN. 2
CLASS 6A DIVISION II FOOTBALL 

REGIONAL FINAL
Katy 51, Clear Falls 14

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Seven Lakes 70, Mayde Creek 20

Morton Ranch at Cinco Ranch, ppd.
Taylor at Katy, ppd.
BOYS BASKETBALL

Seven Lakes 66, Mayde Creek 63 (OT)
Cinco Ranch 48, Morton Ranch 47

Katy at Taylor, ppd.
 

TUESDAY, JAN. 5
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Seven Lakes 67, Cinco Ranch 44
Morton Ranch 45, Katy 44

Mayde Creek 61, Tompkins 22
Paetow at A&M Consolidated, n/a

BOYS BASKETBALL
Seven Lakes 55, Cinco Ranch 50

Katy 46, Morton Ranch 38
Mayde Creek 75, Tompkins 71

Paetow 65, A&M Consolidated 41
 

THURSDAY, JAN. 7
BOYS SOCCER

Cy-Woods at Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
Katy vs. Fort Bend Austin, at 

Paetow High, 3 p.m.
Paetow vs. Friendswood, at 

Paetow High, 7 p.m.
Klein Collins at Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.
Shadow Creek at Taylor, 7:30 p.m.

Kingwood at Tompkins, 7 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER

Tompkins vs. Tomball Memorial, 
at Lady Highlander Tournament, 

noon
 

FRIDAY, JAN. 8
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Cinco Ranch at Tompkins, 7 p.m.
Katy at Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.

Taylor at Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.
Paetow at Brenham, 6:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Seven Lakes at Katy, 7 p.m.

Tompkins at Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.
Morton Ranch at Taylor, 7 p.m.
Brenham at Paetow, 6:30 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER
Stratford at Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
Katy vs. Terry, at Paetow High, 

3 p.m.
Paetow vs. Shadow Creek, at 

Paetow High, 7 p.m.
Fulshear at Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.

North Shore at Taylor, 7 p.m.
Spring Woods at Tompkins, 7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
Morton Ranch at Fort Bend 

Austin, 7 p.m.
Mayde Creek at Northbrook, 

5:30 p.m.; 
Mayde Creek at Northbrook, 6:30 p.m.

Tompkins vs. Klein, at Lady 
Highlander Tournament, 6 p.m.

 
SATURDAY, JAN. 9

CLASS 6A-DIVISION II FOOTBALL 
STATE SEMIFINAL

Katy (11-1) vs. Buda Hays (10-3), at 
McLane Stadium in Waco, 2 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER
Victoria East at Seven Lakes, 3:30 p.m.

Katy vs. Klein Collins, at Mayde 
Creek High, 11:30 a.m.

Paetow at Mayde Creek, 3:30 p.m.
Cy-Woods at Morton Ranch, 3:30 p.m.

Friendswood at Taylor, 1 p.m.
Fort Bend Austin at Tompkins, 

3:30 p.m.
GIRLS SOCCER

Mayde Creek at Sam Rayburn, 10 a.m.
Tompkins vs. Memorial, at Lady 
Highlander Tournament, noon

 
TUESDAY, JAN. 12

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Mayde Creek at Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.

Tompkins at Katy, 7 p.m.
Seven Lakes at Taylor, 7 p.m.

Magnolia West at Paetow, 6:30 p.m.
BOYS BASKETBALL

Taylor at Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
Katy at Tompkins, 7 p.m.

Cinco Ranch at Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
Paetow at Magnolia West, 6:30 p.m.

PRENTICE C. JAMES | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Katy High sophomore running back Seth Davis powers for yards during the Tigers’ Class 6A-Division II regional semifinal win over Shadow Creek on Saturday, Dec. 26, at Freedom Field in Iowa Colony.

THUNDER AND LIGHTNING
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

As individuals, they could not 
be more different.

On the field, Katy High senior 
running back Jalen Davis will 
run over a linebacker and then 
outrun everyone else, using 
power to set up his next move. 
His younger half-brother, soph-
omore running back Seth Davis, 
will outrun the linebacker, wait 
for him to catch up, and then 
stiff-arm him as he continues his 
jaunt, not unlike a play he pulled 
off in a win against Mayde Creek 
earlier this season. Seth uses 
agility to set up his next move.

Off the field, Jalen is outgoing 
and sociable, always up for a 
hangout at Katy Mills Mall, while 
Seth is quiet and has the same 
few friends he’s had since the 
sixth grade, more comfortable 
playing video games at a friend’s 
house than going anywhere 
public.

Together, however, they form 
the dynamic, versatile and ath-
letically gifted backfield for the 
No. 9 state-ranked Tigers (11-1). 
Following in a distinguished line 
of premier Katy running backs, 
including stars like Aundre 
Dean, Kyle Porter, Adam Taylor, 
Rodney Anderson, and Deon-
drick Glass, the Davis brothers 
are asserting themselves this 
season as two of the best ballcar-
riers to wear the red and white.

The 5-foot-10, 180-pound 
Jalen, the Tigers’ No. 1 back, 
has 1,298 rushing yards and 21 
touchdowns, averaging 8.3 yards 
per carry. The 5-6, 150-pound 
Seth has 1,469 yards and 15 
touchdowns, averaging 8.6 yards 
per carry.

In large part because of the 
Davis brothers’ prolific produc-
tion, the Tigers find themselves 
two wins away from their ninth 
state championship. The first step 
comes Saturday against Buda 
Hays (10-3) in the state semifinal 
at 2 p.m. at McLane Stadium in 
Waco.

“Get to state, win state. That’s 
our main goal,” Seth said. “Get 
that chance to play at (AT&T) 
Stadium.”

If Katy is to get there, the Davis 
brothers will have a lot to do with 
it. As the boys’ father, Don Davis, 
likes to say, Jalen brings the 
“thunder.” Seth is the “lightning.”

“They complement each oth-
er as well as any tandem backs 
we’ve had,” coach Gary Joseph 
said. “They’re very unselfish. 
They don’t care who gets the 
yards or attention, as long as we 
get the win.”

Indeed, the brothers could not 
care less about stats or individual 
recognition.

“We don’t get into all that,” Ja-
len said. “We just run, and we just 
play football like we’ve learned 
to do it.”

Five times this season, Jalen 
and Seth have each rushed for at 
least 100 yards in the same game; 
that’s occurred twice in three 
playoff games (in the other play-
off game, Jalen fell a yard short 
at 99 yards). In the Tigers’ 51-14 
win over Clear Falls in the Class 
6A-Division II regional final on 
Jan. 2, Jalen ran for 120 yards and 
two touchdowns and Seth ran for 

170 yards and two touchdowns. 
The brothers scored Katy’s first 
three offensive touchdowns and 
combined for four of the Tigers’ 
six overall.

“The biggest thing of any game 
is to come out strong and put the 
other team on their heels,” Seth 
said. “That’s what we do, and 
that’s where things start for us.”

Jalen shared carries last 
season with Ron Hoff, but when 
Hoff suffered a significant injury 
during the bi-district playoff 
win against Ridge Point, Jalen 
emerged into his own.

No. 9 Katy too much to 
handle for Clear Falls in 

6A-D2 regional final, 

SEE PAGE 1

Davis brothers anchor another potent running attack for semifinal-bound Katy

RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Katy High senior running back Jalen Davis runs for yards during the Tigers’ Class 6A-Division II 
regional final win over Clear Falls on Saturday, Jan. 2, at Legacy Stadium.

See BROTHERS, page 8

Call Today!
281-394-0031

TACLA11315E
GoBVS.com

2020 Pricing Extended!!!
It’s now or never! 

All remaining 2020 Air Conditioning
systems and Furnaces on sale

while supplies last. 
Call to schedule a free quote!

Katy’s Katsigiannis earns program pancake record
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

In football lexicon, a “pan-
cake” is defined as a block by an 
offensive lineman that leaves a 
defensive player flat on his back as 
the running back goes through the 
established hole. The stat is the 
pride and joy of any offensive line.

Katy High senior center Va-
sileios “Bill” Katsigiannis had 14 
pancakes during the Tigers’ 51-14 
Class 6A-Division II regional final 
win over Clear Falls on Jan. 2. No 
other Tiger lineman, even with all 
of the greats that have manned 
the offensive front during the last 
three championship-filled de-
cades, has accomplished that.

“We were watching film (on 
Monday), and I was getting pretty 
close to the record, which was 13,” 
Katsigiannis said. “It was actually 

the last play of the game where 
I got the record. I had a pancake 
on the last play. It just felt like any 
other game when I was playing. 
I never realized I was even that 
close to it, to be honest.”

Katsigiannis beat the previous 
record set by offensive tackle Con-
nor Galvin in 2017. Galvin, now 
a left tackle at Baylor, is 6-foot-7, 
310 pounds. Katsigiannis stands 
6-feet, 250 pounds.

“It’s pretty significant,” Katsi-
giannis said. “Since the beginning 
of the season, I had a feeling I 
could at least get close to it, so I’m 
not as surprised. But I know it’s a 
big deal.”

This season has been a revela-
tion of sorts for Katsigiannis. He is 
in his second year on varsity, but 
it’s his first as a starter.

PRENTICE C. JAMES | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Katy High senior Vasileios “Bill” Katsigiannis prepares to snap the ball to quarterback Caleb 
Koger during the Tigers’ Class 6A-Division II regional semifinal win over Shadow Creek on 
Dec. 26 at Freedom Field.See RECORD, page 9
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$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon
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Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!
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055
ESTATE SALES

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to adver-
tise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or na-
tional origin, or an intention or discrimination.” Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people 
securing custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free telephone number for the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
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Annual Report Public Hearing 
Scheduled January 19, 2021

The Katy Independent School District will conduct a public 
hearing for the 2019-2020 Annual Report on January 19, 
2021.  The hearing will be held during the regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Katy ISD Board of Trustees at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Katy ISD Administration Building at 6301 South 
Stadium Lane.

Texas Education Code B39.053 requires each school district’s 
board of trustees to publish an annual report that includes 
the Texas Academic Performance Report report, campus 
performance objectives, a report of violent or criminal
incidents, and information received under the Texas
Education Code B51.403(e) from the Texas High
Education Coordinating Board.

055
ESTATE SALES

055
ESTATE SALES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 

AGAINST THE ESTATE OF
SAMUEL C. JONES, DECEASED 

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the ESTATE OF SAMUEL C. JONES, DECEASED 
were ordered to be issued on December 8, 2020 in Cause No. 
487880 pending on the docket of the Probate Court No. 4 of 
Harris County, Texas; Sitting in Matters Probate, to:

MARTHA A. JONES, Independent Executrix

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
Independent Executrix addressed as follows:

MARTHA A. JONES, Independent Executrix of the 
Estate of SAMUEL C. JONES, Deceased 

c/o Clint T. Kolby 
Betts, Walters & Mutscher, P.C. 

P.O. Box 1118 
Brenham, Texas 77834-1118

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present 
them to said Executrix within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

DATED this  29  day of  December , A.D., 2020

 MARTHA A. JONES, Independent Executrix of
 the Estate of SAMUEL C. JONES, Deceased

 By: __________________________________
         Clint T. Kolby 
         Attorney for the Executrix

NOTICE OF
LOCATION OF

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICE

Notice is hereby given that the street 
address of the administrative office 
of Fort Bend County Emergency 
Services District No. 2 is Willowfork
Fire Station, 24655 Westheimer 
Parkway, Katy, Texas 77494.

NOTICE OF
LOCATION OF

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICE

Notice is hereby given that the street 
address of the administrative office of 
Harris County Emergency Services
District No. 48 is District
Administration Building located
at 21201 Morton Road, Katy,
Texas 77449.

NOTICE OF
LOCATION OF

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICE

Notice is hereby given that the street 
address of the administrative office 
of Fort Bend County Emergency
Services District No. 1 is 21055 
Westheimer Parkway, Katy, Texas 
77450.

CHARMING COUNTRY LIVING ESTATE SALE OF 
JOHANNES TREU

S FM 331 S
Sealy, Texas 77474

January 8—9am to 4pm, January 9—9am to 4pm,
January 10—12 noon to 4pm

THE SALE YOU CANNOT MISS!!
Many Antiques, Hoosier cabinet, dining table & chairs, oak bed, dresser 
& chest, oak round table, king & twin beds, church pew, roll -top desk, pie 
safe, chairs, corner cabinet, loveseat, Enamelware, Le Creuset, Cuisinart, 
Wolfgang Puck, German pottery, crocks, stoneware, pewter, yard art &
patio furniture, country décor, art, silver, Christmas & tools & more & more!!

For pictures, click www.estatesales.net
All sales final and as is. Cash and checks with ID only. Ltd access-no

children/large bags/holds/telephone prices. We do not wrap, pack or load. Bring 
your help. Not liable for accidents. From Sealy, SH36 N--Watch for signs.

   — Classy Sales —
   Bellville, Texas 77418
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NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 2960 
BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS ADOPTED 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, 
ON NOVEMBER 9, 2020:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12 
“TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES” OF THE CITY OF 
KATY CODE OF ORDINANCES AND AMENDING 
ARTICLE 12.05 “PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON 
SPECIFIC STREETS” BY AMENDING SECTION 
12.05.041 “NO PARKING ZONES” TO PROHIBIT
PARKING ON THE EAST AND WEST SIDES
OF PEDERSON ROAD FROM THE SOUTH
RIGHT-OF-WAY OF HIGHWAY 90 TO THE 
NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF INTERSTATE 10;
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS 
OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED 
$200 FOR A VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE.
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December 31 
Puzzle Answers

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
 DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
MECKLENBURG COUNTY FILE NO.: 20 CVD 12669

GUADALUPE GUTIERREZ, )
Plaintiff, )
 )
                             vs. ) NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS
 )                  BY PUBLICATION
JUAN MANUEL GUTIERREZ, )
Defendant. )
_____________________________ )

TO: Juan Manuel Gutierrez

Take notice that a pleading seeking relief against you has been filed in the 
above-entitled action.  The relief being sought is an absolute divorce.

You are required to make defense to such pleading no later than the 16th day of 
February, 2021, which is forty (40) days from the first publication of this notice.  
Upon your failure to file a pleading by the above date, the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the Court for the relief sought.

This the 7th day of January, 2021.

 M. DeVondria McClure
 Attorney for Plaintiff
 The Law Offices of M. DeVondria McClure, P.C.
 PO Box 220127
 Charlotte, NC 28222
 T: (704) 372-2031 / F: (704) 372-2051
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43rd Annual
Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 

January 23, 2021 • 12:00 Noon
El Campo Livestock Auction, El Campo, TX

EXpECTiNg 100 BuLLs
Also selling a group of select females

For information:
www.cattlemansale.com

      Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102 Kelly Conley Tx Lic #9558
      903-452-7591 903-850-3449

Have you been diagnosed with

Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma?

If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition,  

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, after exposure to 
Roundup herbicide,

Call Us Toll Free: 800-940-8469
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC

Principal Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated.

you may be entitled 
to compensation.

TexSCAN Week of 
January 3, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Auctions: 10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse – Jan 21. Public Inspection 11-2 p.m. Fri., 
Jan 8. Three Rivers, TX, 345 & 349 Highway 72. Just 
over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus Christi. 
Auctions: 11am, Thu. Jan, 21, on site or bid live from 
anywhere at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

43rd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale Jan. 23, 
2021, 12:00 Noon, El Campo Livestock Auction, 
El Campo, TX. Expecting 100 Bulls. Also selling 
a group of select females. www.cattlemansale.com 
Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102, 903-452-7591; Kelly 
Conley Tx Lic #9558, 903-850-3449.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Have you been diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma? If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
after exposure to Roundup herbicide, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call Toll Free: 800-940-8469. 
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC, Principal 
Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated. 

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.



The Tigers controlled 
the game early and often 
thanks to a potent run 
game anchored by the Da-
vis brothers, senior Jalen 
and sophomore Seth. They 
combined for 290 yards 
and four touchdowns on 
40 carries.

Twenty-four of those 
carries came in the first 
half as Katy methodi-
cally built a 23-0 lead at 
the break. Sophomore 
quarterback Caleb Koger, 
who completed eight of 16 
passes for 194 yards and 
five touchdowns in the 
previous week’s regional 
semifinal win over Shadow 
Creek, only attempted 
five passes in the first two 
quarters, and none in the 
first.

Overall, Katy ran the 
ball 45 times to only eight 
pass attempts as the Davis 
brothers each ran for more 
than 100 yards for the sec-
ond time in three playoff 
games.

“We’re a lot more con-
fident,” Jalen Davis said. 
“We’re reading our blocks 
a lot better. The linemen 
have been giving great 
push; all of our success 
really goes to them. After 
they give that push, we 
know our reads from all 
our work in practice and 
it’s all come together really 
well.”

The Tigers outgained 
the Knights 336-303 in to-
tal yards, with 201 of Clear 
Falls’ yards coming after 
halftime. Of the Tigers’ 
336 yards, 299 came on 
the ground. Of their seven 
touchdowns, six came via 
the run.

Joseph was content to 
rely on the Davises, know-
ing the Knights would lay 
back on some defensive 
coverages.

Entering the game, Katy 
was considered a huge 
favorite. Dave Campbell’s 
Texas Football predicted 
the Tigers would win by 29 
points. Almost no one was 

giving Clear Falls much of 
a shot; that is, except for 
the Tigers.

“We talk all the time 
about respecting every-
one,” Joseph said. “You 
don’t fear people, but re-
spect everyone. That’s what 
our program has been able 
to teach kids. You respect 
opponents, you respect 
women and you respect 
the work you put in. You 
have an appreciation for all 
those things, and it’s part 
of who we are and part of 
what the program is about. 
We respect them because 
we understood they were 
here for a reason.”

Playing for Joseph, 
and his principle-laden 
program, is something 
Tigers players take pride 
in, which is why they were 
thrilled to give him a win 
for his birthday.

Johnson said his bond 
with Joseph is one of 
the best he could ask for 
between a player and a 
coach. Davis said Joseph 
means a lot to the whole 
community, not just the 
team.

“If you know Coach, 
you know he’s a great 
man, a great leader and a 
great role model,” Davis 
said. “We’re glad to give 
him this birthday gift.”

It’s been a trying 
year for the Tigers, from 
COVID-19 protocols 
that have cost drastic 
amendments to practic-
es to schedule delays to 
injuries. Because of the 
pandemic, the start of the 
2020 season was delayed 
a month, which is why 
the Tigers are playing into 
January for the first time.

While players were 
excited to win for their 
coach, the coach was 
excited for his players.

“It’s great for me, but 
better for our kids,” said 
Joseph, who turned a 
youthful 65 years old. 
“They’ve been at this 
thing for a long time, and 
to finally get to the semi-
finals is a complement to 
them and what they’ve 
done to fight the COVID 
and other things we’ve 
had to fight through this 
year.”

Still, the unique cir-
cumstances of his special 
day were not lost upon 
Joseph.

“It’s different,” he said, 
smiling. “First time I’ve 
played on my birthday, 
first time I’ve played in 
January. We’ve just got to 
get ready for the next one.”

In typical Joseph 
no-nonsense fashion, 
yes, the birthday win was 
nice. Fulfilling and joyful, 
even. But there is still a lot 
of work to be done. Any 
celebration was minimal 
as the big picture told of 
a team two wins from a 
ninth state title.

“We’ve worked our 
butts off through all the 
challenges of this year, 
COVID and everything 
else,” Johnson said. “We 
just can’t take it for grant-
ed. It’s been way too long 
since we’ve been in the 
semis. I was a freshman at 
the time, and it was rough 
seeing the seniors lose. 
They were so close. Now 
our opportunity is here, 
and we’ve just got to grab 
it.”

He had 217 yards and 
two touchdowns against 
Ridge Point. He had 101 
yards in an area win over 
Cy-Fair. He had 44 yards 
and a touchdown on eight 
carries in a regional semifi-
nal loss to eventual state 
champion North Shore.

“He’s had a lot of com-
petition,” said Don’s wife 
Michelle, Jalen’s stepmom 
and Seth’s mother. “Every 
time he was supposed to 
be next in line, there was 
always someone there, too. 
So, in the face of compe-
tition, in the face of all of 
that, Jalen embraces the 
challenge and pushes extra 
hard to do what he needs 
to do to compete.”

Jalen has scored on 
the Tigers’ first play from 
scrimmage on a game’s 
opening drive six times 
this season. Before an op-
ponent’s offense can even 
snap the ball, that team 
often finds itself in a deficit 
because of Jalen’s propen-
sity for the home-run play.

“(Katy running backs) 
Coach (Kevin) Garvin has 
never doubted Jalen, from 
day one,” Don said. “He’s 
always tried to get every-
one to believe in Jalen as a 
No. 1 running back. He has 
a bond with Jalen like no 
coach I’ve ever seen, and 
Seth has the same bond 
with Coach Joseph.”

Joseph appreciates the 
underdog temperament 
of his precocious young-
ster. Seth already had an 
unmatched work ethic and 
drive. Through Jalen, he’s 
learned how to work even 
harder and how to see the 
field better.

“Seth’s a competitor,” 
Joseph said. “He doesn’t 
worry about how big he 
is or anything like that. 
He just wants to compete. 
That’s a great thing. It 
inspires a lot of kids when 
you have one that size who 
runs that hard and plays 
that well. It can inspire 
your team, and he does.”

Jalen takes pride in his 
brother’s success.

“I love to watch him 
come out with confidence, 
hitting and coming out 
with a boom,” Jalen said.

Because of Seth’s 
success, Joseph was able 
to use Jalen conservatively 
during the regular season, 
keeping him fresh for these 
playoffs. Seth even has 
the slight upper hand in 
carries, 169 to 157, despite 
Jalen being the starter.

“He’s just now getting 
the light shined on him, 
but this is what I expected,” 
Jalen said. “He’s letting 
everyone see who he is.”

Seth’s diminutive frame 
can make a skeptic out of 
any fan, and even college 
coaches. Don admits that 
has been the case. But 
those in or close to the 
Katy program know better.

Don said, “dynamite 
comes in small packages.” 

Michelle reminds her son 
of another overlooked, 
inspiring individual who 
conquered giants.

“I tell him he’s like 
David versus Goliath,” 
Michelle said. “David 
didn’t care about his size; 
he knew who was for him. 
When he’s out there, Seth 
keeps God first. In the 
meantime, he’s just got to 
keep working hard.”

Both boys grew up with 
church as their foundation. 
It explains their morals 
and values. Their respect 
for others had been in-
stilled long ago. But Don 
credits Joseph for their 
team mindset and unself-
ishness on the field.

“When they come 
home, the talk is not 
about how many yards or 
touchdowns they had,” 
Don said. “They right away 
go to the video and watch 
the Hudl, seeing what they 
did wrong. It’s about if they 
won, if they made the right 
block, if they missed any 
assignments. That’s not 
coming from me. That’s 
from Coach Joseph.

“In March, when the 
pandemic hit, and older 
people were going to the 
grocery store at different 
times than the younger 
people, Seth was like, 
‘Dad, we can’t go to prac-
tice. We might get Coach 
Joseph sick. He’s high-risk.’ 
I was like, ‘Damn, that kid 
really loves his coach.’ So, 
the kids don’t worry about 
themselves. Every kid on 
this team is like that, which 
is why I think we can 
go far. They think about 
Coach Joseph and getting 
what they want out of each 
game. The goal is to keep 
playing football.”

This season’s march to 
the state semifinals has 
been remarkable, with 
Katy having to overcome 
so much, from bouts 
with COVID-19 to drama 
off the field during the 
regular season to sea-
son-ending injuries to key 
starters.

Michelle hinted it could 
be a season of fate.

“They weren’t even 
supposed to play together 
this season,” Michelle said. 
“Seth was supposed to be 
on the JV.”

After every game, Mi-
chelle has Jalen and Seth 
sign a football that she’s 
keeping as a memento 
for when they are older. 
Each boy signs it with the 
date the game was played, 
against whom and with 
their stats and a scripture.

It’s a memory for them 
to have years from now, 
acknowledging the special 
season when they played 
together. One that, if Jalen 
and Seth have their way, 
ends with winning the 
last game of the season at 
AT&T Stadium on Jan. 16.

“I love they’ve had 
the opportunity to play 
together and it’s been such 
a blessing,” Michelle said. 
“The opportunity of them 
possibly winning state? 
Even more of a blessing.”
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COLE MCNANNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Katy High senior running back Jalen Davis breaks away from the defense during 
a game against Cinco Ranch on Oct. 24 at Legacy Stadium.

COLE MCNANNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Katy High sophomore running back Seth Davis follows his blocks en route to a 
touchdown during the Tigers’ Class 6A-Division II area playoff win over Lamar 
on Dec. 18 at Rhodes Stadium.

 RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Katy High senior tight end Emilio Silva runs after a catch during a Class 6A-Division II regional final against Clear Falls on 
Saturday, Jan. 2, at Legacy Stadium.

KATY PONY BASEBALL
The league where players learn to play baseball just like the Pros beginning at age 9.

Where baseball is played just like the pros. Katy Pony takes registration from
Katy ISD, Brookshire, Sealy, Cy-Fair and Waller. Graduated pitching and base distances

every 2 years to accommodate the physical development of players.
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SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.
1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com  • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

1 MONTH FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with 
Coupon.  New move-ins only.  

One coupon per customer/party.  
Not valid with any other offer.  

Subject to availability.

2 MONTHS FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with 
Coupon.  New move-ins only.  

One coupon per customer/party.  
Not valid with any other offer.  

Subject to availability.

GRAND PARKWAY
SELF STORAGE

Jim Baker’s Unified 
Theory Of Everything 

--- With God’s Help  
(JBUTOE-WGH)  A new book about Science
and God.  Revised publish date:  late 2020

BAKER’S BOOKS, Katy, TX
22237 Katy FRWY  (close to Landry’s)

(ad revised: 11/22/2019; previous ads are null and void)

This new book will contain a credible “unified theory of  everything” that can explain the very basics of 
science.  Albert Einstein predicted that someone “off the street” was going to do this someday. After 
53 years (at approx. year 2000), I decided to include God at every step of the process of trying to come 
up with a scientific “Theory of Everything”. Prior to this, it was about the “only thing” I felt I had not 
been successful at inventing or figuring out. --- You see, God had already given me the gift of inventing 
at age 9-10, in His response to my Second Major Prayer. --- By the year 2014, God had allowed me to 
assemble sufficient knowledge that I felt 95%, of what I needed to figure out, had been accomplished.

One thing I had always wished for, especially as I was approaching the age of 40, is for God to speak to 
me. Well, when God did speak to me, I liked my first message from God about as much, I suppose, as 
Abraham liked his message from God, when he was told to sacrifice his son. But God was testing both 
of us! God was also making us stronger.

There are still two major topics in life to be addressed, prior to publishing the new book. One is a 
major release of scientific information of the new theory across the U.S.A.  The second is starting an 
evangelical ministry.

Author of new book is a Chemistry graduate (B.S. 1971/M.S. 1978) of Texas A&M (A&I) in Kingsville, 
TX. He also attended S.A.C. in San Antonio. He has additional hours at SWTSU, Texas Tech U., Boston 
College, Westinghouse PWR. He has worked at Texas Uranium Operations as Chief Chemist, at South 
Texas Nuclear Project as Nuclear Chemist during pre-startup, and retired from City of Houston where 
he was in charge of Technical Services Section of Bureau of Air Quality Control. Owner of BAKER’S 
BOOKS is also the author of God’s Amazing Answer To Prayer, in 2012.

NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

Residential
Stump Grinding
Tree Trimming

979-250-0300

Firewood Sales
& Delivery

“I should’ve been a 
starter (last year), but 
I didn’t take football 
seriously last year,” 
Katsigiannis said. “But 
I worked hard during 
the offseason and I was 
determined to prove 
everybody wrong.”

Katsigiannis put on 
30 pounds of weight. He 
spent more time in the 
film room. He heeded 
every ounce of teaching 
offered by position coach 
Jeryl Brixey, whose M.O. 
is a “mentality of physi-
cality.”

The Tigers’ offensive 
line is not the program’s 
biggest or strongest ever, 
but it’s arguably the most 
disciplined and funda-
mentally sound. Along 
with Katsigiannis, senior 
left tackle Jacob Norman, 
senior left guard Omar 
Aigbedion, junior right 

guard Caleb Webb and 
senior right tackle C.J. 
Marsh have been domi-
nant.

The line has only sur-
rendered five sacks in 12 
games this season. Katsi-
giannis has not given up 
any. Over the last eight 
games, the Tigers have 
rushed for an average of 
293.1 yards per game to 
go with 31 touchdowns.

“We’re all hard work-
ers,” Katsigiannis said 
of the O-line. “We play 
with a lot of aggression, 
a lot of technique. We’re 
very disciplined, and I 
think that’s what keeps 
an offensive line on top 
compared to others.”

That devotion to tech-
nique is what awarded 
Katsigiannis the record.

“You have to keep 
your hips low, keep your 
hands inside and drive 
your feet,” Katsigiannis 
said. “You keep going un-
til they get on their heels 
and it’s over with.”

from page 6
RECORD

PRENTICE C. JAMES | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Katy High senior Vasileios “Bill” Katsigiannis awaits the quarterback’s call 
during the Tigers’ Class 6A-Division II regional semifinal win over Shadow 
Creek on Dec. 26 at Freedom Field.

Hungry for an outright 19-5A 
title, Panthers off to 9-1 start
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Paetow was not too 
thrilled to share the District 
19-5A boys basketball 
championship with A&M 
Consolidated last season.

So, in the first of two 
meetings between the two 
blossoming rivals on Tues-
day, the Panthers made 
sure to make it known who 
is king of the league.

Paetow dominated the 
Tigers in a 65-41 blowout 
at home, improving to 9-1 
overall and 4-0 in district 
play in a game that was 
heated and consisted of 
multiple technical fouls.

“We don’t want to tie 
again,” said junior guard 
Trevor Frank, who had 
a game-high 19 points. 
“That’s the thing. Our drive 
is to sweep this district 
and keep progressing. Win 
district outright and get far 
in the playoffs.”

Even through adver-
sity dealt by COVID-19, 
the Panthers are rolling. 
Head coach Michael Niemi 
missed his fourth straight 
game as he is absent deal-
ing with protocols because 
of the virus. Lead assistant 
Chuck Arnold, formerly a 
coach at Katy High who has 
been Niemi’s top guy since 
they arrived on campus 
prior to last season, has 

taken the reins.
The team has not 

skipped a beat.
“Coach Niemi runs a 

solid program,” Arnold said. 
“I’m just trying to do my job 
as an assistant, doing things 
exactly the way he would do 
them. It’s all because of the 
program he’s built.

“This is a group that 
competes at a high stan-
dard. They get after each 
other and hold each other 
accountable. I don’t think 
it matters who coaches 
them.”

Paetow graduated a 
decent number of seniors, 

but players who were wide-
eyed first-year varsity soph-
omores last year like Frank 
and post Charles Chuckwu 
have grown as leaders. 
The Panthers are still full 
of speed and athleticism, 
but they are more mature 
and bigger, thanks to the 
addition of 6-foot-4 senior 

transfer Everett Marlatt and 
6-foot-3 freshman wing 
Ade Onaleye.

Against A&M Consol-
idated, which turned the 
ball over 22 times against 
that Paetow quickness, 
three Panthers scored in 
double figures (Frank, 

Chuckwu with 14 and 
10 rebounds, and senior 
guard Jayden McCullough 
with 11 points and three 
steals) and another was 
on the verge (senior guard 
Brian McKnight had nine 
points).

“We’re trying to still get 
that chemistry back,” McK-
night said. “We lost a lot 
of seniors, we’ve got some 
new guys, but we’re coming 
together. We have a lot of 
talent on this team, and it’s 
really up to us how good 
we can be. We just have to 
mold it all together.”

Frank and Chuckwu 
are the difference-makers. 
Frank is a dead-eye shooter 
whose defensive activity is 
contagious. The 6-8 Chuck-
wu is an irrepressible force 
near the rim, an improved 
passer and initiator of the 
offense who throws down 
dunks with ease and is con-
fident showing a midrange 
jumper.

But for a defense to focus 
strictly on them would be 
foolish. The Panthers go 
nine-deep into their rota-
tion, and the speed at which 
they play on both ends of 
the floor can be overwhelm-
ing for opponents.

“We don’t want to get 
complacent,” Chuckwu 
said. “We want to sustain 
this winning culture and 
keep it going.”

DENNIS SILVA II 

From left to right, junior post Charles Chuckwu, junior guard Trevor Frank, junior guard Elijah Roberts, senior guard Brian McKnight and senior forward Everett Marlatt 
make up the starting lineup for the 9-1 Paetow Panthers.

“We lost a lot of seniors, we’ve 
got some new guys, but we’re 

coming together. We have a 
lot of talent on this team, and 

it’s really up to us how good we 
can be. We just have to mold it 

all together.”
— PANTHERS SENIOR GUARD BRIAN MCKNIGHT



Crockett “David” 
Leyendecker Jr., 66, of 
Columbus, Texas stepped 
through Heaven’s gates on 
December 30, 2020.

He was born June 
12, 1954, the oldest of 
three kids to Doris Kallus 
Leyendecker and Crockett 
David Leyendecker Sr. in 
Columbus, Texas. Grow-
ing up on the family farm/
ranch, he spent many 
hours on a tractor, which 
inspired his love of hard 
work, exploring the out-
doors, and his animals. He 
had the benefit of growing 
up just down the hill from 
his maternal grandparents 
who were a big part of his 
life.

David graduated from 
Columbus High School 
in 1972. During his first 
semester of college, 
David met the love of his 
life, Connie Muske of La 
Grange and they were 
married August 9, 1975.  
David graduated from 
Texas A&M in 1976 with a 
degree in Civil Engineer-
ing and left the University 
as a licensed Professional 
Engineer, Surveyor and 
Real Estate Broker.

Immediately after 
graduation, David was 
hired by Dr. Herman Clay 
of O’Malley and Clay En-
gineers in Richmond and 
became a partner in 1986 
changing the name to Clay 
& Leyendecker, Inc. David 
represented many clients 
over the years including 
the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice, many 
cities as their "City Engi-

neer", including the City 
of Katy (40+ years), the 
City of Waller (40+ years), 
the City of Fulshear (30+ 
years) and many other 
smaller towns and MUD 
districts. Not much was 
built on the west side 
of Houston that did not 
come across David’s desk 
first.

David’s next two loves 
in his life, came via his 
daughters, Kimberly 
Ann (1980) and Kristen 
Lynn (1986). He instilled 
in them that kindness, 
generosity and integrity 
were paramount. His go 
to advice was “Always 
do your best.” He spent 
countless hours pacing 
up and down a volleyball 
court watching both of 
his girls play a sport that 
they loved. Always giving 
them his, “The floor is 
your friend” speech before 
every match. He always 
graciously made time for 
his daughters no matter 
how inconvenient or how 
busy he was.

David was blessed 
with two granddaughters, 
Shelby (2007) and Taylor 
Johnson (2011) and one 
grandson, Levi Carden 

(2017). Papa spoiled his 
grandchildren and always 
greeted them with a dollar 
bill every time he saw 
them. They also knew that 
Papa would always have 
snacks and treats waiting. 
He especially loved to 
make his special sour-
dough pancakes, biscuits, 
and cinnamon rolls for 
them, but always called 
for backup when it came 
to cleaning the mess.

From when he was 
little, David, the explorer, 
had a real knack for find-
ing arrowheads and it was 
the first of many hobbies. 
As a young teen, David 
found an Indian burial 
ground on the farm and 
then in his thirties a mam-
moth jaw and teeth. In lat-
er years, his children were 
always amazed at how he 
could spot arrowheads 
from inside the truck 
while driving through 
a pasture. This love of 
exploring brought him joy 
throughout his life and 
most of his hunting trips 
were simply an excuse to 
get out in the woods so 
that he could explore. He 
had many hobbies over 
the years including scuba 
diving, hunting, fishing 
and his latest hobby was 
flying. David bought a 
plane and took flying 
lessons for over two years 
and got his pilot’s license 
at the age of 62. When 
his license came in, he 
finally told his daughters, 
who hadn’t a clue. He was 
probably the best ever at 
keeping secrets.

David never met a 
stranger. He would give 
you the shirt off his back 
and truly had a ser-

vant’s heart. This heart 
for people led him to be 
part of the Rotary Club 
in Katy where he served 
a term as President. The 
family spent many trips 
on the side of the road 
while David was changing 
someone’s tire or helping 
someone that ran out of 
gas. They also spent many 
hours stuck in the mud 
in the pasture because he 
always thought, “We can 
make it.”

David is survived 
by his wife of 45 years, 
Connie Leyendecker of 
Columbus, his daughters, 
Kimberly Johnson and 
husband Ross, Kristen 
Carden and husband 
Luke, his grandchil-
dren, Shelby and Taylor 
Johnson and Levi Carden, 
his mother Doris Ley-
endecker all of Columbus, 
his sister Bonnie Roesler 
and husband Rocky, his 
mother-in-law Leda Mae 
Muske, his sister-in-law 
Diana Michalsky and Tony 
all of La Grange, numer-
ous nieces and nephews 
and countless friends.

David was preceded 
in death by his father and 
step-mother, Crockett Sr. 
and Dorothy Leyendecker, 
his little brother, Karl Ley-
endecker and his father-
in-law, Nelson Muske. 

A Celebration of Life is 
being planned and will be 
announced at a later date.  
In lieu of flowers and 
memorials, the family asks 
that you perform an act of 
kindness or generosity in 
his memory, as David did 
so many times.

Online condolences 
may be given at www.hen-
nekefuneralhome.com.

Read more about the CBAC at
www.katyisd.org

COMMUNITY
BOND ADVISORY

COMMITTEE

Meetings begin January 2021

from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077979-987-6077

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

3:00 – 7:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfish 
Mondays

CROCKETT “DAVID” 
LEYENDECKER

1954-2020

TRIBUTES
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Barbara Jean McWil-
liams Pederson, born on 
July 19, 1929 in Kansas 
City, Missouri, passed away 
Thursday, December 24, 
2020 in Katy, Texas.

Daughter of William 
Paul McWilliams, Sr. 
and Mary Virginia Lynch 
McWilliams, Barbara grad-
uated from Kansas City’s 
Westport High School in 
1947. She married her 
husband, Ralph Herman 
Pederson, on June 1, 1952 
in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Barbara and Ralph were 
married for 61 years until 
his passing on December 
24, 2013. While living in 
Overland Park, Kansas, 
together they welcomed 
their first child, Delbert 
Ralph Pederson, on April 
24, 1956 and their daugh-
ter, Virginia Jean Pederson 
Solomon on April 27, 1962. 
The family moved to Katy, 
Texas in July 1972 where 
she enjoyed working in 
Spring Branch ISD and 
Katy ISD. Barbara retired 
from Katy ISD in 1995.

Barbara enjoyed playing 
bridge. She was a member 
of the Katy Area Bridge 
League as well as played 
as often as she could at 
the Katy Senior Center.  
She also enjoyed reading, 
crossword puzzles and 
game shows. She was an 
avid baseball fan especially 
the Houston Astros and 
Houston Baptist University 
Huskies!

Her greatest joy in life 
was watching her grand-
children in all of their 
activities. Whether it was 

soccer, baseball, basket-
ball, softball or band, she 
never missed a chance to 
watch them.

Barbara was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
her son Delbert Ralph 
Pederson, brother Byron 
Ellis McWilliams, husband 
Ralph Herman Pederson, 
nephew Larry Michael 
Evans and brother William 
Paul McWilliams Jr.

She is survived by her 
sister Pauline Lee McWil-
liams Evans of Grain Valley 
Missouri, her brother Clif-
ford Osborn McWilliams 
of Owasso, Oklahoma, her 
daughter, Virginia Jean 
Pederson Solomon (Jeff 
Solomon) of Katy, Texas, 
grandchildren Katherine 
Pleasant Pederson Lopez 
(Brian Lopez) and Mark 
Allen Pederson (Pamela 
Pederson) of Round Rock, 
Texas, grandchildren Kara 
Faith Solomon and Mat-
thew Del Solomon of Katy, 
Texas, and great grandchil-
dren, Sawyer Ward Peder-
son, Riley Jean Pederson, 
Avery Marie Pederson and 
Parker Hope Mullens and 
numerous cherished niec-
es and nephews and other 
relatives.

BARBARA JEAN MCWILLIAMS 
PEDERSON
1929-2020
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