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CAPITAL  
HIGHLIGHTS

BY GARY BORDERS
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

One economic consequence of the pan-
demic lockdown has been a surge in lumber 
prices of more than 300%, according to the 
Texas A&M Forest Service. However, land-
owners who grow and harvest timber are still 
facing stagnant prices, as they have since the 
housing crash of 2008. At $30 a ton in Texas, 
the price has remained about the same for the 
past decade.

The challenge for timber owners is an 

Workers continue to build homes in the Elyson subdivision along FM 529 in the northern portion of the Katy area. Builders have 
been hard-pressed to find lumber which experts say has increased in price by about 300% recently, in part due to the pandemic, 
though raw timber prices have remained steady.

Lumber price surge 
not affecting 
timber prices

AND 4 OTHER TEXAS ISSUES READERS 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

abundance of ready-to-harvest timber, ac-
cording to TFS.

“Landowners have been struggling to 
get their timber harvested for a while,” said 
Rob Hughes, executive director of the Texas 
Forestry Association. “The mills are produc-

ing more wood than they have before, but it’s 
still not to the capacity of how much timber is 
being grown in their areas.”

A consolidation of sawmills is partly to 

See CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS, page A3

City Council amends well contract

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council amended the contract 
for construction of the city’s newest water 
well, Water Well No. 10, at 29900 Kingsland 
Blvd. near Bryant Elementary. Council also 
renewed At Large Councilmember Chris 
Harris as Mayor Pro Tem during their June 
14 meeting. 

“(Harris) has done a great job for me,” 
Katy Mayor Bill Hastings said. “Anytime 
I’ve ever needed anything (he was there). 
I have found out that there were several 
times that he put his own personal life 
on hold to make a meeting (or) make a 
function.” 

Harris was first appointed as Mayor Pro 
Tem in September 2019 and is a graduate 
of Sam Houston State University. The May-
or Pro Tem position backs up the mayor 
and is selected from among serving city 
council members after each city council 
election. The role is established in Arti-
cle III, Section 2 of the Katy Home Rule 
Charter which also says that if the mayor is 
unable to fulfill his duties as mayor for any 
reason, the mayor pro tem then serves as 
acting mayor, Harris said. 

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The University of Hous-
ton Summer Scholar Acad-
emy is currently in progress 
for its 2021 edition and one 
former participant says the 
program is well worth the 
time invested. The program, 
funded by TC Energy, is a 
nine-week program through 
the Cullen College of En-
gineering that focuses on 
math and natural sciences. 

“I think the program 
prepared me for my first 
semester of college.. We 

have a Chemistry I preview 
class, and we gain Calculus 
I credit. It’s calculus every 
day for three hours,” said 
UH freshman and first-gen-
eration college student Jean 
Paul Fuentes. 

The program is running 
from June 7 to Aug. 6 this 
year and includes Calculus 
I, Chemistry I and a college 
prep course. After complet-
ing the course, students are 
evaluated for admittance to 
the UH College of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics, 

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Three Katy ISD Future 
Farmers of America students 
were recently awarded 
$20,000 Texas FFA Associa-
tion scholarships, sponsored 
by the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo. Katy High 
School students, Camryn 
Wilder and Skyler Weath-
ers, along with Taylor High 
School’s Chloe LaBard, were 
awarded the scholarships 
after an extensive screening 
process, according to a KISD 

press release.
“These students have 

worked extremely hard in 
their four years of FFA at 
Katy ISD. All three of them 
are FFA state champions in 
poultry judging, which is a 
very challenging and unique 
FFA career development 
event contest. Camryn and 
Skyler are national FFA 
poultry judging champions 
and Chloe will compete at 
the National FFA Poultry 
Contest this year,” said KISD 

3 KISD students earn 
$20K scholarships from 
TX FFA Association 

The University of Houston Summer Scholar Academy gives new high 
school graduates a foundation for success in STEM-related studies. As a 
2020 participant, Katy native Jean Paul Fuentes earned college credits 
and developed success skills the summer before he started his UH 
freshman year as a physics major.

UH Summer Scholar 
Academy gives Taylor grad 
foundation for success

KATY

R. HANS MILLER

A sound-dampening barrier stands between homes neighboring the city of Katy’s newest water well. The drilling has caused noise concerns and regular house vibrations that have caused 
nearby residents to complain about the situation. Katy City Council has approved additional sound barriers to alleviate the distress the project is causing.

City leaders also 
reaffirm Harris 
as mayor pro tem

See COUNCIL, page A3

See SCHOLARSHIPS, page A3See ACADEMY, page A3
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Sleepless In Seattle”
      actress Ryan
  4. One of Santa’s reindeer
10. Before the present
11. Type of butter
12. Location of White House
14. Motion
15. Tree part
16. Regions around the North
      Pole
18. Fits on a boat’s gunwale
22. Discuss after it’s
      happened
23. Milk substitute for coffee
24. Describes one who
      believes in supreme being
26. Equally
27. Famed director Forman
28. Popular apartment style
30. British School
31. Advanced degree
34. Order of architecture
36. Investment account
      (abbr.)
37. Snakelike fishes
39. Children’s tale bear
40. Norse personification of
      old age
41. Atomic #58
42. Moving your head
48. 1878 Kentucky Derby
      winner

50. Frankfurter
51. Small, seedless raisin
52. Device in papermaking
      machine
53. Go
54. Open payment initiative
      (abbr.)
55. “Westworld” actor Harris
56. Saturated with salt
58. Marry
59. Report on
60. Midway between north
      and northeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. Rays
  2. Self-centered person
  3. One you look after
  4. Prosecutor
  5. Portion
  6. Speaks ill of
  7. Formal system for
      computer programs
  8. To make angry
  9. Rural delivery
12. Group of languages
13. Large First Nations group
17. Circulating life force in
      Chinese philosophy
19. Excludes
20. Body cavity of a metazoan

21. Swedish monetary unit
25. Works with
29. Partner to “to”
31. Rewards (archaic)
32. One of Caroline Islands
33. Type of alcohol
35. Eat a lot
38. Nuns
41. Dog

43. Become more serious
44. Choose
45. Newspapers use it
46. World’s longest river
47. Commanded to go faster
49. Cabs
56. Mr. T’s “A-Team”
      character
57. Document signed (abbr.)

2021

Find out on June 24th!!
The readers of the Katy Times and katytimes.com have spoken!  
Ballots were cast for your favorite local companies in over 120 
categories and are now being tabulated.

Results – the top three winners in each category – will be 
showcased in a special keepsake edition of the Katy Times on 
June 24th.

Winners will have the opportunity to thank the voters in this 
special section – one of our most popular of the year!

Contact: Susan Rovegno, Publisher
susan.rovegno@katytimes.com

Office:  281-391-3141

WHO
WILL
WIN?

ADVERTISING RATES
All ads in FULL COLOR

 
Back Cover 10” wide x 10” tall  ...........................  $ 850
Full Page 10” wide  x 9.75” tall  ...........................  $ 625
Half Page 10” wide x 4.79” tall  ...........................  $ 395
Quarter Page 4.91” wide x 4.79” tall  ..................  $ 220

Deadline for ad space:  June 7, 2021
Deadline for ad copy: June 10, 2021

Publication Date: June 24, 2021

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Alex Tsounakas, co-owner of 
what is perhaps Katy’s best-known 
local eatery, Snappy’s Café & Grill, 
is retiring after he and his business 
partners Bobby Katsabas and Effie 
Katsabas sold the eatery to Anna Liu. 
Tsounakas said he is proud of what 
he was part of building at Snappy’s 
– a hometown restaurant that treats 
guests like family.

Tsounakas said one of his favorite 
things about Snappy’s is that running 
the restaurant has connected him 
with lifelong friends that he will keep 
in touch with even as he moves into 
retirement. Those friendships and 
connections with the Katy area have 
lifted him and his co-owners up 
repeatedly as they faced challenges 
such as Hurricane Harvey and the 
recent pandemic.

“I’m proud of the community. 
They’ve stayed behind us with all 
the disasters we’ve had – the good 
times and the bad times – and all 

of the hard work of our employees,” 
Tsounakas said. “They stuck with us 
as well through bad times and my 
gratitude to them is significant.”

Tsounakas said he is also in-
credibly proud of the employees 
at Snappy’s and emphasized that 
many of the staff have been with the 
restaurant for a long time. 

“Most of the employees, they 
came here over 10 years (ago),” 
Tsounakas said. “Some have been 
with us over 18 years – and even 
in the bad times they were around 
helping us to rebuild this place (after 
Hurricane Harvey). … And I hope 
they stay to help Anna succeed as 
well.”

Tsounakas said he is completely 
confident that Liu will keep up the 
traditions he and his business part-
ners have established at Snappy’s. 

Liu has said she will not be mak-
ing any changes to the restaurant 
because she feels that the eatery is a 
success just as it is.

Tsounakas said he is looking 
forward to traveling and playing 

golf during his retirement, though 
he’ll still stop by Snappy’s regular-
ly for breakfast and coffee on the 
way to the golf course. He’ll also be 
traveling to Greece, where he and 
the Katsabases grew up. Retiring will 
give him time to spend in his native 
country before he returns to Katy, 
he said.

“And I’m going to go back to the 
old country,” Tsounakas said. “And 
this time I will stay more than three 
weeks – maybe a couple of months 
until I get tired of it and come back.”

COURTESY BRENDA 

HUNTER MARTIN

Alex Tsounakas 
(right) poses 

for a selfie with 
a Snappy’s 

regular, Brenda 
Hunter Martin 

(left). Tsounakas 
is retiring 

after running 
Snappy’s with 

his business 
partners for 

nearly 20 years 
and is looking 

forward to 
playing golf and 

visiting Greece, 
where he grew 

up.

Tsounakas retires from Snappy’s, heads to golf course

Correction:  
Volume 109, Issue 23

Snappy’s new owner hopes 
to honor Katsabases’ legacy: 
Alex Tsounakas was co-owner 
of Snappy’s Cafe & Grill along 
with the Katsabases prior to its 
recent sale.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

When school resumes 
on Wednesday, August 18, 
students and staff members 
at two Katy ISD elementary 
schools will start the school 
year with new principals. 
This week, KISD Superinten-
dent Ken Gregorski appoint-
ed Kara Morgan principal 
of Bethke Elementary and 
Lisa Frison as principal for 
Winborn Elementary. 

Both educators hold more 
than 20 years of experience 
in education and are familiar 
faces within Katy ISD.

Kara Morgan has had 
the unique opportunity of 
educating students of all 
levels and demographics 
ranging from 3rd through 
12th grades. She began her 

career in education in 2001 
at Sutton Elementary, just 
east of Katy ISD, at Houston 
Independent School District 
where she was a team leader 
for fifth-graders in addition 
to facilitating English as a 
Second Language (ESL) in-
terventions for third through 
fifth-graders. She went on to 
teach sixth-graders in Fort 
Bend ISD in 2006. While 
there, in 2007, she moved 
into administration to serve 
as assistant principal at First 
Colony Middle School and 
then associate principal at 
Bowie Middle School and 
Sugar Land Middle School 
between 2011 and 2017. 

Morgan joined KISD in 
2017 as an assistant principal 
at Tompkins High School. 
Most recently, she was given 

the opportunity to establish 
a new KISD campus in 2020, 
when she opened Jordan 
High School as the soph-
omore assistant principal. 
Morgan holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in Psychology from the 
University of Houston and 
a Master of Science in Edu-
cational Management from 
the University of Houston in 
Clear Lake.

“I would like to express 
how much of an honor it is to 
become a part of the Bethke 
family of educators and com-
munity members,” Morgan 
said. “My passion has always 
been working with students 
in their young transition years 
and growing their knowledge 
base with life experiences 
and a solid foundation. It is 
already evident to me that 

Bethke is a very special place 
to be and I look forward to 
continuing our partnerships,” 
added Morgan. 

Lisa Frison has 27 years of 
teaching and leading experi-
ence, 15 of which have been 
with KISD. Her teaching ca-
reer began in 1994 when she 

joined Blue Valley Unified 
School District, found within 
the Kansas City Metropolitan 
Area, as a sixth-grade math 
teacher. Two years later she 
moved to Texas when she 
took on the role of a third-
grade and a fifth-grade 
teacher at Hunters Creek 
Elementary in Spring Branch 
ISD. In 2006, Frison joined 
KISD at Griffin Elementary 
where she spearheaded 
multiple roles within the 
next 10 years of her career, 
including instructional coor-
dinator, instructional coach, 
math liaison and fourth and 
fifth-grade math and science 
teacher. In 2016, she made a 
career move to Beck Junior 
High as the school’s new 
assistant principal. As KISD 
continued to see an influx 
of student growth, Frison 
moved to Adams Junior High 
as the campus's assistant 

principal where she assisted 
in the hiring process, the 
school's logo and branding 
initiative and ultimately 
the opening of the newest 
campus in KISD. Frison 
holds a bachelor’s degree  in 
Education from the Univer-
sity of Kansas and a Master 
of Science in Educational 
Management with principal 
certification from the Univer-
sity of Houston in Clear Lake.

“Being named Principal 
of Winborn Elementary is the 
highlight of my career,” Frison 
said. “I am excited to col-
laborate with staff, students, 
and parents as we continue 
to support the legacy of 
excellence in the Winborn 
community,” added Frison. 

Both educators are begin-
ning their roles as principals 
this summer in preparation 
for the upcoming 2021-22 
school year.

Katy ISD Superintendent Ken Gregorski 
has appointed Kara Morgan (left) 
as princiapl of Bethke Elementary 
and Lisa Frison (right) as principal of 
Winborn Elementary. Both educators 
have decades of experience.

KATY ISD

KISD appoints new principals for Bethke and Winborn elementaries
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SCHULENBURG LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
SPECIAL COW, HEIFER, AND BULL SALE

Saturday, June 19, 2021 @ 12:00 Noon
COWS

(Cows will be aged)

40 – Crossbred Cows - Heavy Bred
18 – Crossbred Pairs
20 – Brandus Pairs

10 – Brangus Cows - Heavy Bred
35 – Mixed Breed Cows (some w/calves)

10 – Black Cows - Bred

HEIFERS

5 – Tiger Stripe Heifers
18 – Brangus Heifers

BULLS
(Fertility & Trich tested or Guaranteed to test)

2 – Brangus Bulls
1 – Angus Bull

3 – Brangus Bulls
2 – Charolais Bulls

2 – Charolais Bulls (24 months old)
8 – Brahman Bulls (12-14 months old)

Sale Barn located @ 746 E US Highway 90, Schulenburg, TX 78956
(1 mile East of Schulenburg)

Call 979-743-6566 or 979-732-0534 to inquire

1222 Park West Geen Dr.
Katy, Texas 77493

www.vibralifekaty.com

For more information please 
contact Lashawn Cook  at 
346.762.6300 or 
lcook@vibralifekaty.com

From June 1st 
until August 31st

Summer 
Admission 
Specials!
• $1,500 Admission 

Community Fee Waived

• 3rd Month’s Rent Free

• 6th Month is 50% Off

according to the university’s 
website. While the program 
is generally held in-person, 
this year’s program is virtual 
due to COVID-19 concerns. 

Tuition and fees are cov-
ered via TC Energy’s funding 
which provides $50,000 in 
support this year and an-
other $75,000 for next year’s 
program. 

Students receive daily 
homework, critical thinking 
and self-management skills, 
an opportunity to network 
with faculty, staff and admin-
istrators and a chance to con-
nect with classmates that will 
soon enter UH. It also helps 
students simply prepare for 
university classes. 

“High school experiences 
for our entering freshmen 
vary widely in terms of qual-
ity, and this can leave very 
talented students under-pre-
pared for college,” NSM 
Assistant Dean for Student 
Success Donna Pattison said. 
“Calculus I is one of the first 
hurdles for students seeking 
to pursue a STEM (science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics) degree. 
Very few go on to complete a 
STEM degree if they have not 
passed Calculus I by the end 
of their freshman year.”

Forty-six students from 42 

Texas high schools are partic-
ipating in the program this 
year, most from the Houston 
area. More than half are 
Black or Hispanic and about 
one-third are female, accord-
ing to a UH press release. 
Last year, the year Fuentes 
participated, about 50% 
passed the credit-by-exam 
for Calculus I and 42% were 
placed directly into Calculus 
I in the fall without needing 
to take pre-calculus.

Fuentes said he feels that 
the program has set him up 
for success as he continues 
his education over the sum-
mer at the American Institute 
of Aeronautics and Astronau-
tics – University of Hous-
ton Chapter. The summer 
program has him launching 
hobby rockets and learning 
skills to pursue his aspiration 
to create an aerospace com-
pany similar to SpaceX. 

“The academy had daily 
sessions where we would 
learn how being optimistic 
about our work can help us in 
our studies,” Fuentes said. “It 
mentally prepared me for the 
first semester. However, there 
are many other factors that 
come into play when master-
ing courses. If you want to get 
a high grade in a class, you 
don’t want to slack off.”

from page A1
ACADEMY

Camryn Wilder (left) and Skyler Weathers (center), 2021 graduates of Katy High 
School, join Chloe LaBard (right), of Taylor High School’s class of 2021 in taking 
home $20,000 scholarships to help them through college. All three performed well 
during their high school careers and in the application process for the educational 
assistance.

Career and Technology Edu-
cation Instructional Special-
ist Ashlee Laird.

The three students 
traveled to Stephenville, 
Tex. to the State FFA Degree 
and Scholarship Event to 
interview for the scholar-
ship award. In Texas, there 
are more than 115,000 FFA 
members and each year only 
140 scholarships of various 
dollar amounts are awarded 
by donors from throughout 
the state to students who 
demonstrate leadership and 
a passion for the field of ag-
riculture. Applicants must be 
active Texas FFA Association 
members for the current year 
and at least two of the three 
prior years. They must also 
be listed on the State FFA 
Roster in good standing and 
have declared their intent 
to attend a Texas college or 
university in the fall of the 
application year.

Wilder and Weathers will 
be attending Texas A&M 
University to study Poultry 
Science while LaBard will 
be attending Texas A&M 
University to study Animal 

Science & Agriculture Busi-
ness.

Upon graduation from 
high school, the student 
must have completed at least 
three academic calendar 
years and five different 
semesters of instruction on 
agriculture, food and natural 
resources during their high 
school careers. They must 
also score a 1,000 or better 
on the SAT or at least a 19 on 
their ACT and be in the top 
50% of their graduating class 
for the first three and a half 
years of high school. 

Scholarships applicants 
must also perform well in the 
interview presentation while 
wearing official FFA attire 
whether at the district, area 
or state competitions. 

“Receiving a Texas FFA 
scholarship is a huge honor, 
that many students strive to 
earn each year. This schol-
arship is unique in that it is 
buildable, they can renew it 
after their first year en-
rolled in college and get an 
additional $20,000. We are so 
proud of their accomplish-
ments,” Laird said.  

from page A1
SCHOLARSHIPS

Well issues
Council’s approval of 

the nearly $91,000 amend-
ment to the contract with 
Weisinger, Inc. to build the 
new water well will provide 
multiple benefits. These 
include the installation of 
larger well casings as well 
as temporary sound walls. 
Sound walls have been in 
place for an extended time; 
however, residents whose 
properties are neighboring 
the drilling operation have 
complained about sound 
issues as well as near-con-
stant vibration under their 
homes.

Nearby resident Jason 
Orr, whose home sits 
directly adjacent to the 
currently existing sound 
wall, said he has contacted 
the city repeatedly and 
expressed concerns about 
violations of noise ordi-
nances, safety concerns 
about items suspended by 
a crane coming over his 
property line and general-
ly poor living conditions. 
Despite the noise-canceling 
wall, he said, the vibration 
under the home and the 
noise has kept his wife, who 
is recovering from cancer, 
from getting proper rest. 

Orr said at the time that 
a part of his frustration was 
a lack of response from the 
city.

“I apologize if my tone 
seems harsh, that is not my 
intention. A year of major 
construction next to the 
rooms we work and sleep in 

has taken its toll,” Orr wrote 
in the May 12 email. “My 
wife is sick and the lack of 
response is a little insulting.”

Katy City Administrator 
Byron Hebert responded to 
a Katy Times inquiry that 
the city is doing what it can 
to alleviate the problems 
for neighboring homes and 
hopes to have the project 
completed soon. 

A city staff member 
overseeing the project said 
it will be about two weeks 
before the sound walls 
come down, after which the 
noise concerns for the proj-
ect should be alleviated. 

Recently-elected 
Councilmember Dan Smith 
said it was important to 
acknowledge the difficulties 
the project had caused the 
city’s neighboring Willow 
Creek Farms subdivision.

“… Just kind of acknowl-
edging that the whole thing 
has been a temporary hard-
ship for our neighbors there 
and it’s necessary and we’ve 
done everything we can to 
make accommodations,” 
Smith said. “Obviously, 
we’re approving a significant 
change order for the tempo-
rary sound wall and we’ve 
got a light at the end of the 
tunnel for this project.” 

Other issues
During the June 14 

meeting, council also: 
•  Approved final plats 

for multiple sections of the 
Cane Island subdivision as 
well as extending plats for 

multiple detention ponds 
in the master-planned com-
munity. 

•  Approved the Saint 
John’s Walk for Friday, June 
25 which is sponsored by 
the Katy Masonic Lodge 
and will be held from 4-7 
p.m. that day. 

•  Authorized Hastings to 
sign an amendment to the 
contract for drainage work 
in the Riceland Terrace 
subdivision that will save 
the city about $740. 

•  Authorized the 
implementation of a new 
procurement policy.

•  Authorized the mayor 

to sign an agreement with 
Axon Enterprise, Inc. to 
replace tasers for the Katy 
Police Department. 

•  Authorized the 
execution of a contract 
with Thomson Reuters for 
software that will allow Katy 
PD to more efficiently look 
up the records for inmates 
at the city jail. 

•  Approved the amend-
ment of employee classi-
fications and compensa-
tions for various Katy Fire 
Department staff members 
and updating the salary 
grades and ranges for Katy 
FD staff.

from page A1
COUNCIL

blame. In 1997 Texas had 
168 active sawmills, a 
number that has dwindled 
today to about 50. Some 
landowners have opted to 
supplement their forest in-
come through carbon mar-
kets, which are bought by 
companies or governments 
to offset greenhouse gas 
emissions. One drawback 
is that the credits can only 
go to timberland owners if 
the forest is at risk of being 
harvested.

“There are a few 
contracts now that are 
just a one-year deal,” said 
Hughes. “These seem 
more tolerable to the 
production-minded forest 
landowners that we’ve 
talked with. You defer your 
harvest, and you get paid 
for that amount of carbon 
as you sequester it.”

Landowners can contact 
a consulting forester or a 
Texas A&M Forest Service 
office for more information.

Abbott vows 
to expand 

border 
‘barrier’ 

Gov. Greg 
Abbott vowed last week at a 
border security summit to 
build a barrier to slow the 
flow of migrants through 
the state’s southern border.

Abbott said details 
would be forthcoming for 
the wall, which would be 
part of a new enforcement 
plan administered by sev-
eral state agencies, ranging 
from the governor’s office 

to the Texas Department 
of Public Safety. He said he 
intends to sign legislation 
appropriating more than $1 
billion for enhanced border 
security.

“While securing the 
border is the federal gov-
ernment’s responsibility, 
Texas will not sit idly by as 
this crisis grows,” Abbott 
said. “The state is working 
collaboratively with com-
munities impacted by the 
crisis to arrest and detain 
individuals coming into 
Texas illegally.”

The president of the 
League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC) 
blasted Abbott’s actions.

“Governor Abbott stated 
that he intends to use Texas 
state budget dollars not for 
education, improving our 
electric grid or for Texas 
roads and highways,” said 
Domingo Garcia, LULAC 
president. “Instead, he says 
he will continue to build 
a wall and other barriers 
along the border with Mex-
ico. This is a huge waste of 
taxpayer money, and very 
likely illegal.”

LULAC plans to take 
legal action on grounds that 
the federal government has 
authority over immigration 
and borders, not individual 

states.

A wet May 
increases 
reservoir 
storage

May is historically the 
state’s wettest month. This 

year was no exception, with 
above-average rain in much 
of the state, according to Dr. 
Mark Wentzel, a hydrologist 
with the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board.

By the end of May, 
drought conditions covered 
25% of the state — down 
45 percentage points from 
the end of April. The La 
Niña conditions, which are 
key factors in droughts in 
Texas, have dissipated and 
won’t return this summer, 
Wentzel said.

“If you were trying to 
reduce drought in Texas, 
you couldn’t pick a better 
month to have above-aver-
age rainfall,” Wentzel wrote 
in a press release.

He added that besides 
greening up the landscape, 
May’s rain increased res-
ervoir storage to 84.6% of 
capacity, about normal for 
this time of year.

New 
COVID-19 
cases rise 
week-to-

week
The number of new 

COVID-19 cases in Texas 
in the past week rose to 
17,724, up 46% from the 
previous week, while 
deaths stayed steady at 
213, according to the 
Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins 
University.

The Texas Department 
of State Health Services 
reported 1,600 hospital-
izations of lab-confirmed 

cases, up about 100 from 
the previous week. Vaccina-
tions continue to rise, with 
10.85 million Texans fully 
vaccinated — 37.2% of the 
state’s population.

PUC lifts 
moratorium 

on utility 
disconnects

The moratorium on 
utility disconnections 
for non-payment will be 
lifted June 18. Last Friday 
the Texas Public Utility 
Commission cited a 
proliferation of financial 
support and the need 
for electricity, water 
and sewer providers to 
resume normal business 
operations.

“This is not an easy 
decision, and it was 
not taken lightly,” PUC 
Chairman Peter Lake 
said. “But by acting now, 
customers will be able to 
take advantage of deferred 
payment plans or federal 
assistance ahead of the 
summer season.”

There are numerous 
options for ratepayers 
having difficulties paying 
their utility bills. The PUC 
has created a one-page fact 
sheet that can be accessed 
at: https://tinyurl.com/4f-
dch5dt.
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R. HANS MILLER

Construction continues for Katy’s Water Well No. 10 near Bryant Elementary. The 
well associated with the site will be the tenth for the city and noise from the 
drilling process has caused distress for neighboring homes.
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In the U.S., roughly one in five 
children has been cyberbullied. 
And with 95% of teens 

connected to the internet 
and 85% using social 
media, cyberbullying 
is an imminent threat. 
On this national Stop 
Cyberbullying Day we 
hope parents will talk 
with their children about 
expectations of their 
behavior on-line and 
expectations when it 
comes to cyberbullying.

Cyberbullying is a 
virtual form of bullying. 
The principals of 
traditional bullying 
remain: Someone 
repeatedly picks on, 
harasses, intimidates, 
threatens, or humiliates 
a particular person, 
with the intent to harm. But unlike 
old-school bullying, cyberbullying 
attacks can be launched anytime of 
the day, are hard to defend against, 
and have the potential to draw 
hundreds if not thousands of other 
people into the attack. No one is 
there to intervene and often the 
attacks are anonymous.  

Cyberbullying takes the form of 
false rumors spread online, mean 
texts and images, threats, hurtful 
comments and posting, and sharing 
hurtful or doctored photos to make 
someone look bad.  

The adage, “Sticks and stones 
can break my bones, but words can 
never hurt me,” doesn’t apply in 
today’s world. Words do hurt and 
when it comes to social media, they 
are a sharp weapon.

Experts say cyberbullying can 
be worse or more extreme than 
in-person bullying because there 

is no break from it at home or at 
school. Bullies are often far more 
aggressive when hiding behind a 
screen or an anonymous post. A 
study published in Science Daily 
found cyberbullying makes young 

people twice as likely 
to self-harm or attempt 
suicide.

Cyberbullying is 
difficult for parents 
to detect because it is 
hard to see everything 
communicated with 
our children via social 
media and their on-line 
interaction. But experts 
have agreed on a few 
signs to watch for.  Signs 
include seeing your child 
nervous or jumpy when a 
social media notification 
or text comes through. 
A child who becomes 
upset, angry, or sad while 
using a digital device. 
Withdrawing from family 

and friends. Tech habits change, 
and children are often unwilling to 
discuss or share information about 
their on-line accounts or activities.

The most effective way to stop 
cyberbullying is for parents to help 
their children build their on-line 
identity and learn how to interact 
on-line with others. We must 
clearly define our family values for 
interacting on-line and in person. 
Just as we teach our children 
not to say something hurtful to 
someone standing next to them, 
we need to teach our children 
it isn’t acceptable to say mean, 
hurtful things on-line either. They 
must also know that “liking” or 
supporting bullying posts is not ok. 
And they must know we are trusting 
them to always report cyberbullying 
to us immediately, even if it is not 
directed at them.

It is important for the mental 
health of our children they feel 

supported and encouraged to 
report cyberbullying. Research 
shows after the bullying incident is 
over, many bystanders are weighted 
down with guilt. Bystanders feel bad 
for what happened to the victim 
and experience overwhelming guilt 
for not intervening, not knowing 
what to do or being too fearful to 
step in.

By teaching our children 
that a safe world is everyone’s 
responsibility, we empower them to 
take positive actions – like reporting 
bullying, reporting a mean 
comment on-line, and not liking 
or forwarding mean or humiliating 
posts.  By teaching our children to 
be upstanders instead of bystanders 
we can stop the escalation of 
cyberbullying. 

To give our kids the confidence 
to stand up to cyberbullying, 
they must know they won’t lose 
their device if they share with 
us something they are seeing or 
experiencing on-line.  Taking away 
a child’s on-line access punishes 
the victim, not the bully. Experts 
say without this reassurance many 
will stay silent out of fear of being 
disconnected from their social 
world – even if that world is causing 
them pain. We must reinforce social 
media apps are not the problem, 
the problem is people who use 
social media to intentionally hurt.

Bullying and cyberbullying are 
toxic actions that can and do result 
in fatalities and isn’t going away 
soon.  But early intervention and 
strong communication with our 
children can stop cyberbullies from 
gaining power. Now is the time for 
action. Our children are depending 
on us.

Maurine Molak is the co-founder 
of David’s Legacy Foundation, a 

nonprofit advocacy organization 
dedicated to eliminating cyber and 

other bullying. Rania Mankarious is 
the CEO of Crime Stoppers Houston. 
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Parents: The front line
against cyberbullying

BY U.S. SEN. JOHN CORNYN, 
R-TEXAS

It’s summertime in Texas, a 
season saturated with patri-
otic pride.

We observed Memorial Day 
in May, honoring those in 
uniform who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice in defense of 
our nation. 

Next month, we’ll celebrate 
Independence Day with family 
and friends, smokers and grills 
as we reflect on how proud we 
are to call ourselves Americans.

But this June, let’s not neglect 
an oft forgotten American 
holiday. It’s equally patriotic, 
but admittedly comes with less 
pomp and circumstance. 

 On June 14th, we celebrate 
Flag Day.

It was this day 244 years ago 
that Congress adopted Betsy 
Ross’s flag as our star-spangled 
national banner. Our nation’s 
been ruled under 27 differ-
ent versions of that flag since 
then. And it wasn’t until a few 
iterations later – in 1949 – that 
National Flag Day came to be. 

 You won’t be surprised to 
hear that, like most items of na-
tional significance, the annual 
recognition of the American 
Flag has its roots right here in 
the Lone Star State.

On June 14th of 1910, soldiers 
at Fort Sam Houston in San An-
tonio conducted their annual 
military flag ceremony to honor 
the colors. Nothing unusual 
transpired that evening, except 
for a lone man from St. Louis 
in the crowd watching “with 
sparkling eyes.” 

That St. Louis man was 
banker and cotton broker Ben 
Altheimer, and he was so filled 
with patriotism at the Soldiers’ 
flag ceremony that when he 
returned home, he put a call 
out to his hometown. Altheimer 
offered to buy an American flag 
for every single St. Louis shop 
that would agree to display it on 
the next June 14th, the official 
anniversary of our stars and 
stripes. 

Apparently, Altheimer un-
derestimated the patriotism of 
his hometown. To keep up with 
demand, he began purchasing 
flags by the bundle. He hired 
secretaries and staff to field 
requests. And come Flag Day 
1911, all the streets of St. Louis 
were adorned in red, white, and 
blue. 

He didn’t stop there. Over-
whelmed with the outcome, 
Altheimer saw potential to 
make Flag Day even bigger. He 
continued to advocate, in his 
words, “to impress upon others 
the deep religious and patriotic 

significance.”
At a ceremony in New York, 

he explained his philosophy to 
the audience:

“It is our custom to give those 
we love birthday gifts. You 
love your country. This is the 
country’s birthday and you wish 
to give your country a birthday 
gift. Give it your aspirations and 
efforts. Give it your love and 
devotion, your character. Give 
it the best you have – yourself, 
heart and soul. This will enable 
you to pay in a measure to your 
country what it has given you 
and all its citizens – indepen-
dence, opportunity, freedom 
of conscience to serve your 
God and your religion in your 
own way. God save America,” 
Altheimer said.

President Woodrow Wilson 
officially marked the anniversa-
ry of the Stars and Stripes over 
100 years later in 1916 when 
he proclaimed June 14th “Flag 
Day.”

Altheimer’s love for Old Glo-
ry really caught wind, to say the 
least, and he became famous 
for his contagious patriotism. 
For the flag’s 150th anniversary 
in 1927, he was invited to a cel-
ebration in the nation’s capital, 
Washington, DC. Due to illness, 
he had to decline, but in honor 
of his efforts, he received a cross 
of honor and a citation signed 
by President Calvin Coolidge 
“for having planted the true 
appreciation of the flag in the 
hearts of the American people.”

Just a decade later, the U.S. 
Capitol started the Capitol Flag 
Program, through which the 
public can purchase flags flown 
over the U.S. Capitol in celebra-
tion of national holidays and 
special occasions, and to rec-
ognize special achievements. 
Each year, the Architect of the 
Capitol fulfills on average more 
than 100,000 Capitol flag re-
quests nationwide through the 
offices of Members of Congress 
– and my office alone sends out 
hundreds to Texans each year. 
You can visit my website or call 
my office for help purchasing a 
flag flown over the U.S. Capitol 
Dome.

A man from St. Louis may 
have sparked Americans’ ap-
preciation for the Star Spangled 
Banner, but now you and I 
know that for his admiration of 
the U.S. flag – and the roots of 
Flag Day – we owe none other 
than the soldiers at Fort Sam 
Houston in Texas.

U.S. Senator John Cornyn, 
a Republican from Texas, is a 

member of the Senate Finance, 
Intelligence, and Judiciary 

Committees.

Texas celebrates
Flag Day

RANIA 
MANKARIOUS

MAURINE 
MOLAK

It was this day 244 years ago that 
Congress adopted Betsy Ross’s 

flag as our star-spangled national 
banner. Our nation’s been ruled 

under 27 different versions of that 
flag since then. And it wasn’t until a 
few iterations later – in 1949 – that 

National Flag Day came to be. 
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FAITH & COMMUNITY

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182

JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

CHRISTS MERCY
3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770

EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS

HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

TRIBUTES

Betty Jane Deady was 
born on February 17, 
1922, in Gary, Indiana to 
Herbert Carl and Isabelle 
Emily Schmidt Anderson. 
On March 15, 1941, she 
married Eugene Francis 
“Gene” Deady in Chicago, 
Illinois. When her children 
were young, Betty was very 
active in the Boy Scouts, as 
well as the Katy Elks Lodge 
Ladies Auxiliary. She has 
lived in Katy since 1977 
where she was a member of 
St. Bartholomew Catholic 
Church.

Betty Jane Deady passed 
away on Saturday, June 5, 
2021, in Windcrest, Texas, at 
the age of 99.

She is survived by her 
children, Patricia Arends 
of Florida, Mary Louise 
Hansen of San Antonio, 
Michael K. Deady and his 
wife Elizabeth Michele of 

Katy, Eugene F. Deady, 
Jr. of Canyon Lake, and 
Charles John Deady and 
his wife Debbie of Streator, 
Illinois; 15 grandchildren, 
25 great-grandchildren; as 
well as other loving family 
members and friends. She 
was preceded in death by 

her parents; two sisters; and 
her husband, Gene Deady 
in 2005.

The family received 
friends from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 9, 2021, at the Schmidt 
Funeral Home East Avenue 
Chapel, in Katy, where a ro-
sary was recited at 7:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday. Mass was 
celebrated at 10:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, June 10, 2021, at 
the St. Bartholomew Catho-
lic Church, in Katy. Inter-
ment was in Katy Magnolia 
Cemetery.

Those wishing to make 
memorial gifts may do so to 
the Houston SPCA. 

Funeral services held 
under the direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1344 W. Grand Parkway 

South
Katy, Texas  77494

(281) 391-2424

Henry L Wine, formerly 
of Hilltop Lakes, TX, passed 
away at home on May 28, 
2021.  Visitation was from 
12:00 to 1:00 pm with ser-
vices following at Calla-
way-Jones Funeral Home in 
Bryan, TX on June 4, 2021. 

Henry was born in 
Caldwell, TX to Lee and 
Laurinda Weichert Wine. 
He graduated from Stephen 
F Austin High School in 
Bryan, TX. Henry entered 
the Army in 1960 and was 
stationed at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, MD, Korea, 
and Austin, TX.  While sta-
tioned at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, he met the woman 
who became the love of 
his life, Bettye Powers, and 
they married on June 2, 
1961. Henry attended the 
University of Maryland. He 
had a very successful career 
in corporate sales and was 

responsible for bringing 
Makita Power Tools into 
Sam's Club, among many 
other accomplishments in 
life.  He loved to play golf 
and was recognized for 
making a hole in one.  He 
threw the opening pitch out 
at a Houston Astros game, 
was an avid reader, an out-

doorsman, traveler, and so 
much more.

Henry is preceded in 
death by his parents Lee 
and Laurinda and his wife 
Bettye.

Survivors include 
daughter Sandra Ondruch 
of Houston, TX, son Donald 
L Wine Sr and wife Dr. Mary 
Wine of Houston, TX and 
son Ronald L Wine and wife 
Deirdra Wine of Katy, TX. 
His 11 grandchildren and 9 
great-grandchildren.

The family would like to 
express their gratitude to 
the Houston VA, Dignified 
Nursing, Synergy Respite 
Homecare (especially 
Judith) and Encompass Hos-
pice of Houston for the care 
and respect they showed 
our father and us during this 
time.

Express condolences at 
Callaway-Jones.com.

BETTY JANE DEADY
1922-2021

HENRY LEE WINE
1939-2021

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD Superintendent Ken Gregorski 
has appointed Ronnie Edwards as the 
district’s new assistant superintendent 
for school leadership and support. Before 
moving into this role, 
Edwards served as 
principal of Mayde 
Creek High School 
for the last five years. 

“It is an honor 
for me to be part of a 
thriving school dis-
trict where our goal 
is to ensure every 
student excels in a 
supportive academic 
environment, from 
their first day of 
school up to the last 
day of their senior year,” Edwards said. 

Edwards has a long career in education, 
having started out as an English teacher 
and coach for Santa Fe ISD in 1991. A year 
later, he became head coach for Van Vleck 
ISD. Edwards decided to move closer to 
his hometown in 1994 and began coaching 
and teaching for Abilene ISD. A few years 
later though, South Texas pulled him back 

to be a part of Brazosport ISD as head 
basketball coach and an English teacher. 
In 1999, Edwards joined KISD after ac-
cepting a head basketball and gym teacher 
position at Katy High School. Five years 
later, he spent time with Fort Bend ISD at 
Kempner High School as head coach and 
English teacher. In 2009, he moved into 
administration at FBISD at Clements High 
School as assistant principal and remained 
there until 2011. He then transferred to 
an associate principal position at Travis 
High School in FBISD and in 2013 was 
named principal of John Foster Dulles 
High School. In 2016, he returned to KISD 
as principal at Mayde Creek High School, 
where he has served until today.

Edwards holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Physical Education with a minor in 
English from Tarleton State University and 
a Master of Education in Administration 
and Supervision from the University of 
Houston–Victoria.  

“As a former principal, I can relate with 
the struggles and strengths of campus 
leaders. I look forward to working with 
them and staff from across the district to 
ensure this growing school district contin-
ues providing an A+ education,” Edwards 
said.

KISD names Edwards new assistant 
superintendent for school leadership

RONNIE EDWARDS
KISD Assistant  

Superintendent for 
School Leadership and 

Support

SUSAN ROVEGNO

BVSCU employees stop 
for a photo inside the 
new Brazos Valley Credit 
Schools Credit Union 
branch at 6646 Argonne 
Drive in Fulshear during 
the new location’s 
grand opening June 
12. Membership at the 
credit union is open 
to anyone who lives, 
works, worships or 
attends school in Fort 
Bend County. For more 
information about the 
new branch, visit www.
bvscu.org.

BVSCU BRANCH GRAND OPENING
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Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

A Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
SWAT team responded to a report 
of a shooting in the 24900 block 
of Acadia Park Circle in Katy, just 
northeast of the intersection of 
Franz Road and Katy Fort Bend 
Road, slightly south of the Mason 
Creek Hike and Bike Trail, shortly 
after 9 p.m. on Friday, June 10. 

“SWAT team made entry and 
discovered two deceased persons. 
At this time, appearing to be a 
double-suicide. Two female(s 
were) transported to the hospital 
earlier with gunshot wounds (and) 
are expected to survive,” Harris 
County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez said 
via Twitter. 

Deputies reached the residence 
prior to the SWAT team being called 
in, Gonzalez said. Upon arrival they 
had found the two women outside 
of the home with gunshot wounds. 
The victims, a woman in her mid-
60s and her mother in her mid-
80s, reported that the daughter’s 
husband had shot himself during 
an argument. The adult son then 
shot his mother and grandmother. 
The women then fled the home and 
the son barricaded himself in the 
home, Gonzalez said. 

“HCSO SWAT arrived at the res-
idence, made entry, finding both 
the husband and his adult son de-
ceased from apparent self-inflicted 
gunshot wounds,” Gonzalez said. 

In a news briefing near the 
scene, HCSO Lieutenant Paul 

Bruce said EMS, a bomb techni-
cian and hostage negotiation team 
as well as emergency medical 
personnel, a helicopter and drone 
assistance had been contacted as a 
precaution while the status of the 
men inside the home was being 
determined. 

“So, patrol responded. We set 
the perimeter up. We tried to get 
medical care (for the victims). 
We had EMS staged,” Bruce said. 
“When our two deputies arrived, 
they drug the 65-year-old to safety 
to where medical (responders) 
could (give) her attention. The el-
derly female in her mid-80s came 
outside (and) we escorted her to 
the EMS that was also staged down 
the street for safety.” 

Both shooting victims were 

transported to the hospital and are 
expected to survive, Gonzalez said. 

Everyone involved in the situa-
tion is believed to have been iden-
tified and no additional suspects 
in the situation are being sought, 
Gonzalez said. 

“Investigators are attempting 
to determine the cause of distur-
bance which led to the shootings,” 
Gonzalez said.

SOURCE: TWITTER/HCSO

Harris County Sheriff’s Office Lieutenant Paul 
Bruce briefs members of the press regarding a 
double-suicide just outside of Katy city limits 
Friday night. Two women were injured and a 

father and son died from self-inflicted gunshot 
wounds after a domestic disturbance in the 24900 

block of Acadia Park Circle, authorities said.

HCSO SWAT team responds to double-suicide
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BVS Home Experts, will provide up to $3,759$3,759 in discounts and rebates toward the purchase and 
installation of a new BVS Home Comfort System
Your energy savings could even pay for your new system!

CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* With approved credit. Not combinable with other offers. Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement  
 by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Some restrictions may apply. Not valid on prior installations. Offer expires 06/12/2021

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E

SELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEM

BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Barely a year removed from thwarting Katy ISD 
batters, Katy native and freshman right-handed pitch-
er Logan Henderson pitched McLennan Community 
College to a 7-3 win over Central Arizona to help the 
Highlanders take the 2021 National Junior College 
Athletic Association Division I national championship 
on June 4 in Grand Junction, Colorado.

The former Cinco Ranch standout was named 
Outstanding Pitcher and Tournament MVP after 
striking out 17 batters and surrendering one run in 

 THE 
CHAMP

BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Will Saxman embodied the es-
sence of a student-athlete during 
his four years at Cinco Ranch.

Saxman graduated third in his 
class this spring with a 4.8 GPA. 
That paved his way to the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, where he 
will be in the Canfield Business 
Honors Program. At the UIL Class 
6A state track and field meet in 
May, Saxman placed fourth in the 
pole vault with a personal record 
of 15-feet, 6-inches.

Such academic and athlet-
ic success proved substantial 

early last week, when Saxman 
was honored with the THSADA 
(Texas High School Athletic Di-
rectors Association) Whataburger 
Scholarship Award. Saxman was 
one of two male student-athletes 
gifted the $1,500 scholarship, and 
it was his 500-word essay on the 
importance of sportsmanship in 
athletics that helped.

“Vaulters are this unique 
subgroup within track and field,” 
Saxman said. “Pole vault is a bit 
segregated, and you really develop 
bonds with these guys because 
pole vaulters typically only do 
that sport. If somebody needs to 
borrow a pole at a meet, for being 

too small or whatever reason, 
other vaulters will lend their poles, 
even if they could lose. I’ve had 
experiences where I’ve given poles 
to people, and I’ve received poles. 
You’re prepared to give the other 
athlete an advantage, right? Pole 
vaulters are just super supportive 
of one another. Even if it means 
you might lose, seeing someone 
else get their personal best is also 
super cool.”

Because there is a limit to how 
many vaulters can compete at a 
time at any one pole vault pit, there 
is a lot of down time. Vaulters have 

BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

The 2021 Pro Wakeboard, Pro 
Wakesurf and Junior Pro Wake-
board tours were held in Katy on 
June 11-12. The longest-running 
professional wakeboard circuit 
took place at August Lakes, Katy’s 
100-plus acre watersports com-
munity facility located at 3707 

Pitts Road.
The event marked the opening 

of the 2021 season for the sports.
The eight highest-ranked com-

petitors from 2020 pre-qualified 
for the 2021 tour, leaving eight 
spots reserved for the best runs 
submitted to the digital qualifier. 
Pre-qualified riders include Nic 

Brown, Silveira take 
1st at pro wakeboard, 

wakesurf tours

COURTESY OF DENNY HARTWIG

The 2021 Pro Wakeboard, Pro Wakesurf and 
Junior Pro Wakeboard tours were held in Katy 

on June 11-12. In pro men wakeboarding, 
Sam Brown ran away with the finals win with 

a score of 90. In pro men wakesurfing, Sean 
Silveira took first with a score of 91.66.

PRO WAKEBOARDING

ACADEMICS

 SCOTT COLEMAN | FENICE COMMUNITY MEDIA

Not only did Will Saxman rank third in his graduating class at Cinco Ranch with a 4.8 GPA, but he also placed fourth at the UIL Class 6A state track and field meet in 
May with a personal record of 15-feet, 6-inches in the pole vault. Saxman was honored with the THSADA Whataburger Scholarship Award last week.

CINCO RANCH GRAD SAXMAN AN ACADEMIC, ATHLETIC

STANDOUT

OURTESY OF LOGAN HENDERSON

Former Cinco Ranch standout and freshman right-handed pitcher Logan 
Henderson helped McLennan Community College win the NJCAA Division I 
national championship earlier this month. Henderson struck out 17 batters 
and allowed two hits in eight innings to beat Central Arizona, 7-3, in the 
championship game in Colorado.

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Former Cinco Ranch 
standout Henderson leads 
McLennan to national title

See HENDERSON, page B5

See SAXMAN, page B5

See WAKEBOARDING, page B6
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NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

BY R. HANS MILLER 

NEWS EDITOR

The Waller County Com-

missioners Court tabled con-

sideration of an agreement 

between the county and the city 

of Brookshire which would have 

seen Brookshire paying $500 per 

month plus boarding and care 

fees for the county to provide 

animal control services to the 

city. Commissioners expressed 

concern that the costs would ex-

ceed the amount paid by the city 

and doubt that Brookshire City 

Council would address animal 

control improvements in a timely 

manner.

“If we say (the agreement 

goes) to the end of the year, your 

council will wait until the end of 

the year,” Precinct Four Commis-

sioner Justin Beckendorff said, 

addressing Brookshire Alderper-

son Kim Branch who represented 

Brookshire at the meeting. 

Beckendorff also praised 

Branch for her proactive ap-

proach and described her as the 

defacto animal control person for 

the city. Branch has long worked 

with Belle’s Buds Rescue which 

works to assist the city whenever 

possible, as well as with other 

community members to try to 

address animal control. 

Waller County Sheriff Troy 

Guidry, who oversees animal 

control in all unincorporated 

portions of Waller County, said 

the $500-plus-expenses agree-

ment was not sufficient to cover 

the costs of the program for his 

department. He currently has 

two animal control officers and, 

especially if other cities through-

out the county asked for similar 

arrangements, the department 

would need to add more animal 

control officers in order to meet 

demand. He estimated that, with 

benefits and salary, personnel 

alone could add another $60,000 

THE GREATER KATY AREA’S NEWS SOURCE SINCE 1912   n   katytimes.com
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BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council 

members tabled a budget 

amendment which would 

have added $7,000 for a pilot 

program to focus on animal 

care at Katy Animal Con-

trol’s shelter. In a 3-2 vote 

most councilmembers voted 

to give a recently formed ad-

visory committee more time 

to come up with a detailed 

plan for improvements to 

the department. 

“I don’t want the (Animal 

Welfare Advisory Commit-

tee) to feel pressured to – I 

mean, yes, we’re all anxious 

to see a plan with associated 

costs – but I don’t want them 

to feel pressured that they 

may take any shortcuts,” said 

Councilmember Janet Corte. 

Councilmembers Jenifer 

Stockdick and Rory Rob-

ertson argued in favor of 

moving forward with the 

pilot program to begin vac-

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

O
nline content creation has become big 

business, whether that content is silly videos 

on TikTok or professionally produced video 

game streams on platforms such as Twitch or Xbox 

Live. Three Katy area video gamers, Veronica Ander-

son, Alek Farren and Devon Hatton, are working on 

tapping into the content creation market profes-

sionally. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that it takes hard 

work to do this,” Hatton said. “And it takes a really 

good support system – your community becomes 

your support; your friends become your support, 

and the people that are entertained by you become 

your support.” 

Hatton, Anderson and Farren – who go by the 

online names Panduhdon, WhosVron and Farren-

heights, respectively – are all professional streamers 

to some extent. Hatton works at it as a part-time job 

while Anderson and Farren are full-time content 

creators. While all three focus on video games, 

cooking videos, question-and-answer livestreams, 

other content is peppered across their channels 

as well. While they haven’t had the big breaks like 

super-streamer Richard Tyler Blevins – also known 

as Ninja on his streaming channels – who has 

reportedly made millions of dollars, all three have 

garnered sponsorships with local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming. Farren and Anderson have also 

gotten sponsorships from the gaming drink GFuel, 

which is popular among streamers. Meanwhile, 

Hatton streams part-time after his job working with 

developmentally disabled students. 

All three said there’s no magic formula to make 

it as a professional streamer with enough income to 

live on through streaming. 

“It can be hit or miss, but it can be a combina-

tion of grinding and putting in the work and luck, 

because you can grind and put in the work for five 

years, 10 years and never hit, you know,” Farren 

said. “Or you could grind for five years, then finally, 

you get a raid from a big streamer (and it) can 

change your life overnight.”

Farren was a safety superintendent in the 

petrochemical industry before the pandemic 

but was laid off last April after the oil market 

destabilized due to the pandemic. He had a bit of a 

safety net and took a leap of faith to try streaming 

full time rather than just as a hobby. Anderson 

took similar steps and moved from New England to 

become Farren’s roommate and began streaming 

full time herself. 

While the streamers did not want to talk about 

their incomes because it is a private matter, CNBC 

reports that the average full-time streamer can 

earn between $3,000 and $5,000 a month. However, 

all three Allegiant-sponsored streamers said it’s 

still a full 40-hour a week job, albeit a fun one. 

It is a career that takes social media marketing 

skills, dedication to putting out content regularly, 

computer skills and initial investment in a gaming 

rig that must be maintained and upgraded 

regularly. A gaming computer can run anywhere 

from the high hundreds of dollars to well over 

$5,000 – just for the PC itself. HD monitors, lighting 

and other accessories add several hundred dollars 

on top of that – part of the reason sponsorships are 

important for gamers. 

The industry has a culture that streamers have to 

plan for, the three said. Many streaming platforms 

have live chats appearing next to the main portion 

of the video. That chat must be moderated and 

maintained for a variety of reasons including pro-

fanity, racism and sexism, they said. However, there 

are digital tools that help monitor and eliminate 

those items from being seen, they said. 

City Council 

tables animal 

control pilot

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD trustees appointed Nathan Fuchs as executive 

director of the Maintenance and Operations Department 

and Richard Merriman as principal for Raines Academy 

Monday night. Trustees reviewed results of a survey to gauge 

interest in a permanent virtual high school and approved a 

one-time lump sum payment to staff. 

For the one-time lump sum payments, full-time em-

ployees will receive a $500 check while part-timers will 

receive $250. The bonus comes as trustees recognized the 

challenges that faculty and staff during the district have 

faced throughout the 2020-21 school year. 

Trustees make staff 

moves, examine 

virtual high school

Creating Happy,

Healthy Smiles in Katy

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

RESTRICTIONS APPLY

EXAM, X-RAYS

& CLEANING
$79
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DR. JOSHUA PENG

3011 WEST GRAND PARKWAY N.

SUITE 200, KATY, TX 77449
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County considers Brookshire animal control agreement

COURTESY VERONICA ANDERSON

Veronica Anderson – also known online as Whosvron – plays a “Call of Duty” game on the Twitch streaming 

platform. Anderson is a full-time streamer who has earned sponsorships from local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming and from the energy drink company GFuel. She is one of many gamers making a living 

entertaining others through content creation which often involves witty commentary while playing. 

WALLER COUNTY/SWAGGIT

Brookshire Alderperson Kim Branch spoke before the Waller County Commissioners Court during 

the court’s April 21 meeting regarding the city’s animal control needs. The city has been without 

proper animal control services for years and Branch has often volunteered her time to address 

strays within the city.

See PILOT, page A3

See SCHOOLS, page A3

See STREAMERS, page A3

NEW LOCATION!

738 Highway 6 S. Suite 180

Houston, TX 77079

281-347-3247

Helping injured individuals

since 1994

NEWS | A2

Local streamers find careers online

DIGITALDIGITAL
IN KATY

KATY

COURTESY: KATY PD

A budget 

amendment to 

vaccinate and 

provide veterinary 

care for more 

strays was debated 

heavily during 

Monday’s Katy City 

Council meeting. 

The measure 

was eventually 

postponed.

BROOKSHIRE/WALLER CO.

See BROOKSHIRE, page A3
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
JUST $35.00 per YEAR!
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IT’S TIME FOR THE TIMES.

 Convenient delivery via US Postal Service each Thursday and unlimited access to
    the katytimes.com website which is updated daily throughout the day
 Choose your subscription method
 ° Mail this form with your payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678, Katy, TX 77492-0678
 ° Call 281-391-3141
 ° Go online at katytimes.com and look for the “subscribe” button

SEVEN LAKES 2020 CLASS 6A STATE VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONS

REWINDREWIND

The 2020-21 high school sports 
season was a championship 

campaign for Katy ISD. In January, 
Katy High won its ninth state 
football championship with a 
demonstrative 51-14 win over 
Cedar Hill in which the Tigers’ 
vaunted defense scored as many 
points as Cedar Hill’s offense. But 
it was Seven Lakes that got the 
championship party started. The 
Spartans captured the district’s 
first volleyball state title when 
they toppled Klein in four sets 
in the Class 6A state final in 
December. Senior outside hitter 
Ally Batenhorst earned the game’s 
Most Valuable Player honors with 
30 kills, 15 digs and two blocks, 
and eventually went on to be 
named the 2020-21 Gatorade 
Volleyball National Player of the 
Year in May. Here’s a look back at 
that state title Seven Lakes club, 
with photos by Dave Sanders.
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SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.
1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com  • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

1 MONTH FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with Coupon.  
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eight innings for McLennan’s first 
national title since 1983.

And through the celebratory 
dinner awarded by players’ parents 
at The Backyard restaurant upon 
the team’s return three days later in 
Waco, and even when Henderson 
arrived back home in Katy early 
during the afternoon of June 9, it 
was all still so surreal.

“I don’t think it’s all sunk in 
yet,” Henderson said. “I’m just 
still trying to enjoy it. It’s the best 
experience I’ve ever had.”

It’s a far cry from this time 
last year. Henderson’s long-term 
college baseball future was unde-
cided. His senior season at Cinco 
Ranch had been canceled after 15 
games because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I’d been playing with those 
guys my entire life and I knew we 
would be going out on a good run,” 
Henderson said of the Cougars’ 13-
1-1 start. “I thought we’d make a 
good run at state, and it just stinks 
the way it turned out. We didn’t 
know when our last game was 
going to be together.”

Henderson played two varsity 
seasons with the Cougars, primar-
ily as a relief pitcher. He was 4-2 in 
17 appearances with six starts and 
threw two no-hitters. In 44 total 
innings as a Cougar, Henderson, a 
first-team all-district selection his 
senior year, allowed 20 hits with 71 
strikeouts to 16 walks. He surren-
dered just 11 earned runs.

And while he was a success on 
the field, it was what he learned off 
it under coach Brett Wallace that 
prepared him for the next level.

“Coach Wallace flipped the 
program and started a winning tra-
dition again,” Henderson said. “He 
changed the culture, and that was 
big for me as far as getting used 
to winning and doing whatever it 
takes to win. Cinco was big as far 
as my development and getting me 
where I am now.”

‘Now’ is headed to play for 

Texas A&M, where Henderson 
committed to in October. He will 
arrive in College Station a better 
pitcher. A champion.

Henderson went 10-2 for Mc-
Lennan this season, allowing 50 
hits with 169 strikeouts to 23 walks 
in 97.2 innings. He had an ERA of 
1.66.

With the help of pitching coach 
James Leverton and strength and 
conditioning coach Peter Stark, 
Henderson refined his ways. Com-
mand of his fastball improved, as 
did movement on his changeup. 
He put on more muscle to endure 
more innings.

But it was mentally that made 
the biggest difference, as Hender-
son, skilled enough to right away 
become one of the Highlanders’ 
top arms, had to adjust on the fly 
to being a starter opposed to a 
reliever.

“My prep leading up to starts 
changed a lot, as far as more 
time in the weight room and not 
throwing as much and just being 
mentally prepared,” Henderson 
said. “Coach Leverton gave me the 
idea of treating my starts like I was 
coming out of the bullpen. I short-
ened up my throwing before starts 
so I’d have more energy. I learned 
to be aggressive from the first 
pitch. Those first outs are just as 
important as the last outs. Keeping 
that aggressive mentality worked 
out for me.”

Henderson started McLennan’s 
College World Series run striking 
out 14 and allowing five hits in 
eight innings in a 7-0 win over 
Florence-Darlington Technical 
College on May 29.

“We knew if we kept winning, 
after that first start, I was aligned 
to start the championship game,” 
Henderson said.

He did, going up against 
Central Arizona, the defending 
champion, on six days of rest. In 
front of a crowd of almost 11,000 
at Suplizio Field, Henderson 

worked to get his emotions under 
control.

The first couple of innings, Cen-
tral Arizona worked counts well 
and got runners on base. But after 

the second inning, Henderson said 
his nerves settled. He gave up a 
solo home run in the fourth, but 
Central Arizona hardly threatened 
the entire night. That homer was 

one of two hits Henderson surren-
dered all game.

“This is the first time in my life 
that I ended a season on a win,” 
Henderson said. “Not many people 
get to experience that. I just want 
to keep winning. That’s the plan.”

Henderson still intends to play 
for A&M—having fallen in love 
with the atmosphere, baseball 
program and the school—despite 
the Aggies undergoing a coaching 
change in recent days.

Out is coach Rob Childress, 
whose contract was not renewed 
after the Aggies missed the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time since 
2006. Henderson credits Childress 
for doing a good job recruiting 
him. The new leader for A&M 
baseball is decorated TCU coach 
Jim Schlossnagle, who led the 
Horned Frogs to five trips to the 
World Series in his 18 years in Fort 
Worth.

“As of right now, I’m still 
committed,” Henderson said. “I’m 
still trying to soak in this nation-
al championship and all that. It 
was a tough goodbye with all my 
teammates and coaches. I haven’t 
thought too much about (the 
coaching change), but we’ll see in 
the next couple of weeks here.”

In the meantime, Henderson 
plans to lose body fat and gain 
more muscle mass this offseason 
by better handling his nutrition 
and work in the weight room. After 
a season like the one he just en-
joyed, there is no telling how high 
his ceiling is.

“I don’t think I could’ve written 
up a better season than I had,” 
Henderson said. “To win the na-
tional championship was the main 
goal, and we did that. To be playing 
our best baseball at the end of the 
year was awesome. Personally, 
I’m just happy with the season I 
had. I had a lot of help and support 
from the coaches up there. They 
developed me into the player I am 
right now.”

COURTESY OF LOGAN HENDERSON

Former Cinco Ranch standout and freshman right-handed pitcher Logan Henderson helped 
McLennan Community College win the NJCAA Division I national championship earlier this month. 
Henderson struck out 17 batters and allowed two hits in eight innings to beat Central Arizona, 7-3, 
in the championship game in Colorado.
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plenty of opportunities to get to know one 
another. It is also a technical event, so vaulters 
are always seeking feedback or giving advice, 
helping catch each other’s marks and paying 
attention to footwork and takeoffs.

There is a lot of minutiae in pole vaulting, 
from the speed a vaulter runs on the runway 
to the angle made when planting the pole on a 
takeoff to swinging up and off the top of the pole 
and over the bar. A lot of information has to be 
absorbed.

A foot forward or back off the takeoff mark 
can throw off an entire vault and cause the miss 
of a bar or, worse, injury on the runway.

But vaulters are not alone when undertaking 
such responsibility. For instance, Saxman has 
competed and trained with the same guys since 
the eighth grade.

“It’s not as simple as just running or jump-
ing,” Saxman said. “You grab a 15-foot pole, stick 
it in the ground and jump over a bar. We’re all 
doing this really weird, scary thing, and we’ll try 
and help each other out.”

Saxman started pole vaulting in the eighth 
grade at Beck Junior High. He was in track and 
field in the seventh grade as a distance runner to 
get in better shape.

“After that season, I said, ‘I’m never doing 
that again,’” Saxman laughed.

The next year, his dad, Tim, a former state 
qualifier in the pole vault at his high school in 
Illinois, urged Saxman to try the event. Saxman 
joined a club in the eighth grade and would go 
to the school campus in the evenings with Tim 
to practice runs.

Prior to this senior season, Saxman spent 
a lot of time in the weight room from August 
to December. It helped him better use bigger, 
stiffer poles. The stiffer the pole, the higher the 
jump.

After winning the district, area and regional 
meets, Saxman’s mentality changed going into 
state at Austin. He went from a 15-foot, 1-inch 
pole to a 15-foot, 7-inch pole. He went from a 
shorter 10-step run approach to a longer 16-step 

run approach to allow more of a build-up in 
speed.

“Vaulters are intimidated by getting on big-
ger poles, but at state, I didn’t know if that might 
be my last meet ever,” Saxman said. “So, I was 
prepared to run as fast as I can, plant the biggest 
pole I’ve ever been on. I had to leave everything 
on the track because it might be the last time to 
compete at a meet like that.”

The reward was fulfilling. A career-best mark 
for Saxman. An incredible performance consid-
ering he “laughed” at the idea of going to state 
in January, despite being faster, stronger and 
showing improved technique. He simply never 
fit his own idea of what a state-qualifying vaulter 
looked like.

But with the support of his coaches, par-
ticularly Cinco Ranch’s Barry Minter, and Tim, 
Saxman learned to believe in himself. He had to. 
Too many people believed in him.

Saxman quadruple-PR’ed at a club meet in 
January, reaching 15 feet for the first time. That 
was a sign of things to come.

“That was my first moment of really doing 
well,” said Saxman, who hopes to walk on as a 
vaulter for the UT track and field program. “I got 
confidence and started being more consistent.”

All along, Saxman never took his focus off ac-
ademics. Never did he allow himself to sacrifice 
the books for the track.

He grew up in a family that encouraged good 
grades. Academics were a priority. Saxman’s 
older sister, Katie, was salutatorian for the Class 
of 2011 at Cinco Ranch and was also a varsity 
cheerleader. She, along with his two other older 
siblings, served as role models for what it took 
to succeed academically and get the most out of 
high school for the future.

“From the get-go, I had a plan to get A’s and 
get good grades,” Saxman said. “There was a 
lot of maturity in my eighth-grade self with my 
first high school credit class, which was algebra. 
There’s a lot of discipline. It was basically en-
grained in me that I needed to work hard and set 
high standards for myself.”

 Not only did Will Saxman rank 
third in his graduating class at 
Cinco Ranch with a 4.8 GPA, but 
he also placed fourth at the UIL 
Class 6A state track and field meet 
with a personal record of 15-feet, 
6-inches in the pole vault. Saxman 
was honored with the THSADA 
Whataburger Scholarship Award 
last week.

SCOTT COLEMAN | FENICE COMMUNITY MEDIA
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The 2021 Pro Wakeboard, Pro Wakesurf and Junior Pro Wakeboard tours were held in Katy on June 11-12. In pro men wakeboarding, Sam 
Brown ran away with the finals win with a score of 90. In pro men wakesurfing, Sean Silveira took first with a score of 91.66.

Rapa, the 2020 overall winner, and 
Cory Teunissen and Tyler Higham.

In pro men wakeboarding, Sam 
Brown ran away with the finals win 
with a score of 90. Rapa came in sec-
ond place at 84.33. Teunissen was third 
at 80.66.

Fynn Bullock finished fourth at 
70.66, followed by Guenther Oka (62) 
and Massi Piffaretti (34).

In pro men wakesurfing, Sean 

Silveira took first with a score of 91.66. 
Taylor Swanson finished second with a 
score of 70, followed by Camron Swan-
son in third at 64.33.

In junior pro men wakeboarding, 
Jamie Huser placed first with a score 
of 74.66, barely eluding Parker Swope 
with a 71.66. Cody Hunnicutt finished 
third with a score of 56.66.

Tanner Higham finished fourth at 
46.
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