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School prepares to restart as student registration begins
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy and Royal ISDs are getting ready to 
have students back in classrooms on Aug. 18 
and Aug. 19, respectively. Registration is cur-
rently underway for students as both districts 
ramp up for teachers to return for prep days in 
early August.

Katy ISD
According to a Katy ISD press release, en-

rollment opened for the district on July 26 and 
the district’s annual student update begins 
Aug. 2. The district is expecting more than 
85,000 students to be included in its student 
body for the 2021-22 school year. 

Enrollment is for students that are new to 
the district and  are just beginning their KISD 
academic experience. These new students 
will need to be registered online and parents 
should expect to have proof of residence – a 
utility bill, purchasing paperwork or lease 
agreement for their home, birth certificate 
or passport of each student being enrolled, 
their own government-issued identification, 
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McElwain Elementary School Principal Euberta Lucas spends time with a student on the first day of in-person school for the 2020-
21 school year Sept. 9, 2020. Last school year was a roller coaster for many students as parents navigated safety concerns amid the 
first pandemic in more than a generation while trying to master the art of digital schooling, remote working and social distancing.

BACK TO SCHOOL

See REGISTRATION, page A3

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD officials said 
Monday that 24 of the dis-
trict’s campuses have earned 
Energy Star Certification 
from the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. In 
a press release, the district 

said more than $4 million 
had been saved by the 
district through a coordinat-
ed effort with Cenergistic, 
a Texas-based company 
focusing on helping schools 
save energy.

“Through approved 

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The Katy Police Depart-
ment announced the morn-
ing of July 22 that Ronald 
Pierre and Mister Mackey, 
Jr. along with an unidenti-

fied male minor have been 
arrested in connection with a 
series of vehicle burglaries at 
a hotel near Katy Mills. 

“Two adult males and 
one juvenile male, all from 

KATY ISD

R. HANS MILLER

Katy ISD has earned recognition for the district’s efforts to conserve energy which 
have saved the district more than $4 million to date at existing campuses. The solar 
panels shown above reflect the district’s ongoing energy conservation at a new 
campus, Haskett Junior High School, which is set to open this fall. The new $65.6 
million school will see about half of its electricity provided by this solar farm which 
lies on the campus’s eastern side.

District saves more 
than $4 million 
in energy expenses

See ENERGY, page A3

COURTESY KATY PD

Katy Police Department investigators confiscated the two firearms pictured above 
when they arrested Ronald Pierre, Mister Mackey, Jr. and an unnamed minor in 
association with vehicle burglaries near Katy Mills on July 21. Drug paraphernalia 
was also seized during the arrest.

KPD arrests vehicle 
burglary suspects

See ARRESTS, page A3

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Both Katy ISD and Royal ISD 
officials said during their respec-
tive district’s most recent trustee 
meeting that they had expected a 
decline in State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness – or STA-
AR – test scores. However, both also 
announced that they were pleased 
to see their students had performed 
better than the statewide average 
with minimal drops their faculties 
will be addressing over the next 
school year. 

“With an understanding of all 
the disruptions last year, we looked 
at these (STAAR) scores with a new 
perspective,” KISD Director of assess-
ment Accountability and Research 
Natalie Martinez said. “Studies 

showed that we would experience a 
decline. When we met with princi-
pals, we suggested that they draw a 
line between or at (a) negative four 
change. If an area declined by four 
points or less, we would consider 
that a reason to celebrate.”  

Katy ISD
In most instances, Martinez’s 

guideline of a negative four point 
change from the raw score from 
2019 – the last year STAAR testing 
was conducted in Texas before the 
2020-21 school year – to the current 
year’s score led to that proverbial cel-
ebration. Most of the district’s results 
showed a minimal reduction in stu-
dent performance, though Martinez 
did say there were areas of concern 
that would need to be addressed. 

Reading results for seventh-grade 
students reflected a drop of 15 points 
in student results across the district, 
according to data provided by the 
district. In 2018-19, 81% of students 
scored an Approaches or better score 
on the test, the minimum required 
to be considered passing, Martinez 
said. However, in 2020-21, only 66% of 
students met those same guidelines. 

KISD did perform better than the 

statewide result of 74% in 2018-19 with 
a 19 point reduction to 54% in 2020-21. 

Martinez also said Algebra I scores 
and seventh-grade math scores would 
need to be addressed with those stu-
dents scoring low receiving assistance 
in making up for the shortfall during 
the next school year. 

New laws will require 30 hours 
of tutoring in a small group envi-
ronment to help students that are 
struggling catch up, said KISD Chief 
Academic Officer Christine Caskey. 
Plans to meet those requirements 
and Katy ISD’s goals to help students 
are still in development and should 
be finalized soon, she said.

“There have been several meet-
ings that we’ve had. We’ve worked 
very closely with the curriculum 
team, with the Department of School 
Administration on what that looks 
like, and right now we’re working 
through what those details are and 
what that looks like on each campus,” 
Caskey said.  

Royal ISD
Royal ISD Associate Superinten-

dent Kendra Strange said she and her 

R. HANS MILLER

As students return to Katy area campuses such as Seven Lakes High School in mid-August, many of them will be receiving additional instruction in areas of 
learning loss caused by the learning challenges brought about by the pandemic. Officials in both Katy and Royal ISDs said students’ State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness – or STAAR – test results had dropped, though not as badly as the statewide average. Additionally, a new law requiring additional tutoring to 
help students catch up will go into effect when school begins.

EDUCATION

Schools work to address 
STAAR testing shortfalls
Additional 
instruction will be 
provided to help 
students succeed

See TESTING, page A3
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Language group with Iranian
      influence
  5. No seats available
  8. Health insurance
      organization
11. Having a strong sharp smell
      or taste
13. Defunct European economic
      organization
14. Dutch word for “language”
15. Hard to penetrate
16. When you’ll get there
17. Iranian city
18. Small fishes
20. Dry white wine drink
21. Turkish city
22. U.S.-born people
25. Synthetic resin
30. Major nerve in human body
31. Type of recording
32. Small drum
33. Alters
38. General’s assistant (abbr.)
41. Venezuelan capital
43. Free of deceit
45. Member of Ancient Hebrew
      nation
48. Competition
49. Launch an attack on
50. Cavalry sword
55. Spiritual leader

56. One point east of due south
57. Afflicted
59. Database management system
60. Snakelike fish
61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
      congregation
62. Small drink
63. Not wet
64. Impudence

CLUES DOWN
  1. Father
  2. Performed perfectly
  3. Ribosomal ribonucleic acid
  4. Thin, compact object
  5. One attempting to find
      something
  6. No longer working
  7. Egg-shaped wind instrument
  8. Book of Genesis character
  9. Volcanic craters
10. Brand of American
      automobile (slang)
12. Hip hop icon Kool Moe __
14. Bangladeshi monetary unit
19. Self-immolation by fire ritual
23. Family of genes
24. Et __: indicates further
25. Pacific Standard Time
26. S. American wood sorrel 
27. Women’s __ movement
28. Chinese hoopster Ming
29. Layers of rock

34. Patriotic women’s group
35. Solid water
36. Shade of brown
37. Very fast airplane
39. Put clothes on
40. Quality of one’s character
41. Time zone
42. Primates
44. Pleasantly

45. Metrical feet
46. Rogue
47. German river
48. Relieves from
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Those who resist authority
58. Criticize

1222 Park West Geen Dr.
Katy, Texas 77493

www.vibralifekaty.com

For more information please 
contact Lashawn Cook  at 
346.762.6300 or 
lcook@vibralifekaty.com

From June 1st 
until August 31st

Summer 
Admission 
Specials!
• $1,500 Admission 

Community Fee Waived

• 3rd Month’s Rent Free

• 6th Month is 50% Off

When planning for retirement income, 
the Devil is in the details. Not many people

know that Medicare does not cover Long-Term Care costs. According to the 
DHHS, possibly 70% of Americans age 65 and up may need some long-term 
care service or support at some point. Monthly median cost for a semi-private 
room in a nursing home in the U.S. was $7,500 per month. For a private room, 
the cost jumps to $8,500 per month. In-home care costs for homemaker services 
and for a home health aide can reach over $4,000 a month.

Like I say, the Devil is in the details!

Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization
committed to a fully transparent approach to money management.  

daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Meet Tim Davis CLU,
Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Katy-based expert on how to 
de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
assure your retirement will be guaranteed.

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

JULY 30
ENRIQUE INFANTE LIVE AT KOKAI SUSHI AND LOUNGE
If you like music, Enrique Infante will have a live 
show every Friday in  Aug. from 6:30-10 p.m. at 
Kokai Sushi and Lounge located at 2404 Texmati 
Drive, Ste. 101 in Katy. Anyone who dines at the 
restaurant will be able to enjoy the music at no ad-
ditional charge. For more information on the artist, 
visit https://enriqueinfante.com/. 

JULY 31
WOOD & STEEL OUTLAW COUNTRY/ROOTS-ROCK

Music for your ears, Wood & Steel solo will be at 
Southland Bar & Grill at 5990 Stockdick Road in 
Katy starting at 6 p.m. Attendees can enjoy a good 
meal and live music with Texas roots as Kenny Karr 
and Sarah Cass take the stage. Free admission. Meal 
and drink prices vary. 

AUG. 2
STEAK AND KARAOKE NIGHT

Grab a steak to brace yourself before grabbing 
a mic and singing your heart out at Mo’s Place 
located at 21940 Kingsland Blvd. in Katy. Full steak 
dinner comes with a steak cooked to order and sea-
sonal sides. Steak dinner: $15.50. Free admission. 
Karaoke begins at 9:30 p.m.

AUG. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
LAUGH IT UP AT KATY VIBES

Katy Vibes in association with Laughing Hearts 
Comedy is launching comedy night every Tuesday 
evening from 9 p.m. until close. The open mic night 
is held at 24757 I-10 in Katy with food and drink 
available. Adult beverages are available to those 21 
and older. No cover. 832-437-2807.  
www.katyvibes.com.

 AUG. 5
MUSIC BINGO AT THE SOCIAL PUB AND GRILL

For all music and bingo lovers, now’s your chance to 
shine with Music Bingo night at the Social Pub and 
Grill at 1721 Spring Green Blvd. Ste. 700 in Katy. The 
game combines favorite tunes through the decades 
with the fun of a board game. Bingo is free to play 
and runs 7-9 p.m. and Texas-distilled spirits and 
beers are on special for those 21 and up to enjoy. 

 AUG. 7 
BACK TO SCHOOL AND VENDOR MARKET EVENT

A vendor market event held at Shop the Shire 
Farmers & Artisans Market, 3719 Highway 90, 
Brookshire, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. the first Saturday 

in  Aug.. There will be more than 40 vendors 
offering an assortment of goods along with games 
for adults and children to enjoy. To sign up, visit 
https://bit.ly/3wTPfmb. 

 AUG. 12
STATE OF HEALTHCARE

A panel and presentation about healthcare, cov-
ering mental health and chronic disease manage-
ment, among other topics. It will be held from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Embassy Suites by Hilton Houston 
West at 16435 I-10, Houston. Visit https://bit.ly/3B-
vp1dh to register for the event. Half Day Member 
Ticket, $40.00; Half Day Non Member Ticket, $60.00.  
Full day tickets also available.

AUG. 12, 19 & 26
LAUGHTER YOGA

Head out to Willow Fork Drainage District’s Central 
Green Park at LaCenterra for Laughter Yoga. This 
free event is open to anyone interested in yoga 
and fitness at any experience level. Bring a mat to 
stretch out on and learn a new and relaxing skill. 
Class runs 9-10 a.m. 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy.

NEAL MCCOY LIVE AT MO’S PLACE
With 10 studio albums and 34 singles in country 
radio, Neal McCoy will be performing live at Mo’s 
Place at 21940 Kingsland Blvd. in Katy. Don’t miss 
this opportunity for live music and a fun time. 
https://bit.ly/3zsn7sl Doors open at 7 p.m. and 
live music begins at 10 p.m. $20 advanced tickets. 
$25 day of show/door. 281-392-3499 for reserved 
seating.

 AUG. 14
HAIR METAL MELTDOWN

The Crue and Guns N' Texas will perform live at 
The Wildcatter Saloon, 26913 Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 
77494. Rock out to 80s classics at the Wildcatter 
Saloon from 6-11 p.m. for a fantastic, action-filled 
performance. Tickets cost between $10-15, and 
are available at https://bit.ly/2TqF9M2. Food prices 
vary. Adult beverages are available for those 21 and 
older.

 AUG. 20
FRAMING HANLEY AT WILDCATTER SALOON

Framing Hanley with special guests Ratchet Dolls 
and Red Iris will be performing at Wildcatter 
Saloon, 26913 Katy Fwy, Katy, TX 77494. This event 
will be 21 and up, and the gates will open at 6 p.m. 
Pre-sale tickets will be sold at wildcattersaloon.com 

for $10.00 and the tickets will be $15.00 at the door. 
Table reservations available for an additional $25.

THE CAPITOL LIVE AT CENTRAL GREEN
Get out for an evening of live music at Central 
Green Park at LaCenterra at 23501 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd. in Katy. The band’s style is a tribute to the funk 
of the 1970s when Earth Wind & Fire and Tower 
of Power were at their heyday. Music starts at 
7:30 p.m. and goes until 9:30 p.m. Free admission. 
Family friendly.

AUG. 21
KATY MARKET DAY

Head out to downtown Katy for Katy Market Day, 
a craft fair loaded with vendors, food trucks and 
an opportunity to explore the antique shops and 
boutiques in the Old Town Katy District. This free 
community event runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
is located at the intersection of Second Street and 
Avenue B in downtown Katy. www.katymarketday.
com. info@katymarketday.com. 281-391-1993.

AUG. 26
STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE YOUR GOOGLE RANKING

As the economy continues to recover, being easy to 
find is important for local businesses. By improving 
your ranking in search engines, businesses can 
leverage their online presence to recover more 
quickly. Learn the ins and outs of search engine 
optimization and improving social media practices 
at this event hosted by the Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 814 East Ave., Ste. H, Katy. $300 Title 

Sponsor. $50 Prospective Members. $25 Members. 
https://bit.ly/3x1o2yh 

AUG. 27
LEE GREENWOOD IN CONCERT

Come and listen to the Grammy award-winning 
country musician Lee Greenwood at Central Green 
Park. Greenwood, who is known for his song “God 
Bless the U.S.A.” will be performing live at the 
LaCenterra park in a rescheduled show that was 
cancelled last year due to the pandemic. Music 
runs 7:30-9 p.m. Katy Christian Ministries will be 
at the show, accepting canned goods for a charity 
drive. No alcohol, glass, balls or pets are allowed 
in the park. https://www.centralgreenpark.com/
event/lee-greenwood-in-concert/ 

AUGUST 2021 KATY AREA EVENTS
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Back-To-School
SPECIALS!

Brown Eyed Girl by Roxie
A Boutique for the Free Spirited Person

• Lots of Embroidered Clothing
• Girls Clothing
• Beautiful Mexican Clothing
• Jewelry
• Great Gift Items
• Goats Milk Soaps and Lotions
• Root Candles
• Pet Accessories & Gifts
• Original Water Colors
• Talavera Pottery
• Photography Canvas Prints
• Upholstery, Draperies, 

Refinishing and Custom Shutters

30318 2nd Street • Fulshear, Texas 77441
281-468-7036

NEW STORE HOURS effective 8/1!  Closed Mondays
Open Tuesday - Saturday  10am - 6pm
Sunday 12:30pm - 4pm

EXTRA DISCOUNTS
for TEACHERS – AND STUDENTS!

(Students must show student ID)

@BEGDbyRoxie Browneyedgirlbyroxie

KATY AREA 2020 FALL SPORTS

PREVIEW
A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO

Katy TimesKaty Times

KATY TIMES — SEPTEMBER 24, 2020

COMING
SOON!

2021 FALL FOOTBALL
PREVIEW SECTION
PUBLISHING 8/26!

To find out how you can advertise and 
support our local coverage,

please contact Susan Rovegno at
susan.rovegno@katytimes.com

or at 281-391-3141

EDUCATION

Louisiana, have been 
arrested and charged 
with multiple offens-
es, including several 
counts of burglary 
of a motor vehicle, 
possession of drug 
paraphernalia, and 
engaging in organized 
criminal activity,” the 
KPD press release 
said. 

Katy PD investi-
gators had located 
a vehicle with three 
subjects in it that 
matched the descrip-
tion of individuals 
and a vehicle that 
had been observed 
via video cameras at 
nearby businesses. 
The burglaries had 
occurred earlier in the day and the suspects 
were apprehended at about 2:40 p.m. 
Multiple weapons were seized during the 
arrests along with drug paraphernalia, bur-
glary tools and clothing matching that worn 
by the suspects during the robberies. 

At least one of the firearms had been 
reported as stolen in Louisiana. 

Harris County Jail records indicate that 
Pierre remains in custody as of July 27 with 
bond being denied because he is an out-of-
state fugitive. Two court appearances took 
place on July 26 and 27, and a third is set for 
Nov. 30.

Mackey is being held at the Harris Coun-
ty Jail as well with bond set at $15,000 – an 
increase from the original $2,500 bond set 
by the court shortly after his arrest. An ex-
pected court appearance is set for Nov. 30.

Law enforcement agencies throughout 
the Katy area have said that burglary of 
motor vehicles is one of the most common 
crimes impacting the region. Residents 
are advised to exercise caution by locking 
vehicles at all times, placing valuables out 
of sight and ensuring firearms aren’t stored 
in vehicles overnight. 

“We want the community to know that 
the Katy Police Department will continue to 
work vigorously to identify and apprehend 
dangerous criminals that come into our 
City and attempt to prey on our unsus-
pecting citizens, businesses, and visitors. 
We also ask that everyone be mindful in 
securing your vehicles and taking valuables 
with you whenever practical,” the KPD 
statement said.

MISTER 
MACKEY, JR.

RONALD 
PIERRE

from page A1
ARRESTS

each child’s immunization 
records and a report card or 
transcript from each child’s 
most recently attended 
school. 

The annual process 
refreshes registration in-
formation for learners who 
have already attended KISD 
and need to bring their in-
formation current, the press 
release said. 

“This process will allow 
parents and guardians the 
opportunity to electronical-
ly review, update, and sign 
all documentation for their 
child in one spot. All par-
ents are required to update 
their student’s information 
before the start of each 
school year,” the district’s 
registration website says.

To amend their child’s 
registration, parents should 
visit the district’s Home 
Access Center (https://bit.
ly/3eZKNwo) and have all 
of their students’ informa-
tion available when logging 
in. The portal will allow 

parents to update their chil-
dren’s vaccination records, 
address if they have moved 
within the district and other 
information that is required 
to serve the student’s needs. 

Neither Katy ISD nor 
Royal ISD are requiring 
COVID-19 vaccinations at 
this time. However, several 
vaccinations are required 
per state law. See the side-
bar on page A3 for a link to 
required vaccinations for 
each district.

Royal ISD
New students in Royal 

ISD must register no later 
than Aug. 13. After that 
time, registration will be 
placed on hold until 1 p.m. 
on Aug. 19, according to the 
district’s website. 

Before registering, par-
ents are encouraged to have 
proof of residency such as 
a deed, RISD property tax 
statement, lease, or current 
utility bill available. Addi-

tionally, proof of required 
vaccinations, a social secu-
rity card or similar docu-
ment, birth certificate and 
record from the child’s most 
recently attended school 
should be easily at hand for 
reference, per the district’s 
registration instructions. 

Kindergarten students 
should reach the age of 5 
before Sept. 1 and Pre-Kin-
dergarten students should 
be 4 years of age before that 
date to register for their 
respective grades. 

Returning students 
will also need to register 
with RISD to update their 
academic file and show 
that they have met the 
requirements for their age 
and grade. This may include 
vaccinations and academic 
milestones. Parents should 
have their student’s infor-
mation available and visit 
the RISD Student registra-
tion portal at https://bit.
ly/3f3AlUu. 

Parents can use the resources 
below to ensure their children are 
properly registered for the 2021-22 
school year. Even children who 
have previously attended Katy and 
Royal ISDs may need to update 
their registration information.

Katy ISD:
Academic Calendar: 

https://bit.ly/3iT1f2y 
Registration info: 

https://bit.ly/3f2JJrm
Vaccination requirements: 

https://bit.ly/3yb6Asi 
*Note: KISD is not requiring 

COVID-19 vaccinations.

Royal ISD:
Academic Calendar: 

https://bit.ly/3BP4VLt 
Registration info: 

https://bit.ly/3BNhTt2 
Registration Portal:  

https://bit.ly/3f5Briq
Vaccination  requirements: 

www.dshs.state.tx.us/
immunize

*Note: RISD is not requiring 
COVID-19 vaccinations. 

from page A1
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bond projects, the Katy ISD Oper-
ations Division has been able to 
install new equipment that is both 
energy-efficient and more reliable for 
campuses and District facilities,” KISD 
Chief Operations Officer Ted Vierling 
said. 

A district press release said 
the district has prioritized energy 
conservation for electricity, gas and 
water in order to utilize funds in 
more direct classroom activities that 
help students and teachers. The joint 
effort with Cenergistic has helped the 
district establish best practices such 
as fine-tuning air conditioning run 
times, identifying AC and lighting 

schedules, overnight equipment 
checks, updated technology and other 
protocols.

The district has also committed 
to sustaining its efforts into future 
campuses and remodeled campuses. 
During a tour of Winborn Elementary, 
staff indicated that improving efficien-
cy in both the use of space and energy 
was a part of the desired outcome 
for the district’s $676.2 million bond 
package passed in May. Additionally, 
incorporating LED lighting, efficient 
water fixtures and a massive solar array 
at Haskett Junior High, the district’s 
newest campus expected to open this 
fall, are ways the district is looking to 

be more efficient from an energy and 
environmental perspective. The solar 
array is expected to meet about half of 
Haskett’s electrical needs.

Vierling said that making simple 
changes and being aware of best 
practices help the district save money 
which is good for the environment 
and the district’s proverbial pocket-
book.

“Small changes such as upgrad-
ing lighting from old technology to 
light-emitting diode to larger adjust-
ments such as replacing boilers and 
chillers have improved efficiency for 
both energy and water consumption,” 
Vierling said.

from page A1
ENERGY ENERGY SAVERS

The campuses below have been 
awarded the Energy Star Certification by 
the federal government in recognition of 
efforts at each campus to conserve energy.

Alexander Elementary
Bear Creek Elementary
Cimarron Elementary

Creech Elementary
Davidson Elementary

Fielder Elementary
Golbow Elementary
Griffin Elementary
Hayes Elementary
Jenks Elementary

Leonard Elementary
McDonald Jr. High

McMeans Jr. High
McRoberts Elementary

Memorial Parkway Jr. High
Randolph Elementary

Shafer Elementary
Sundown Elementary

Tays Jr. High
Tompkins High

Williams Elementary
Wilson Elementary
Wolfe Elementary

Wolman Elementary

REGISTRATION 
DESTINATION

from page A1
TESTING

staff were pleased with the 
results of the STAAR test. The 
district looks at test results as 
more of a reflection on teacher 
performance than student 
excellence, she said. Overall, 
while test scores declined for 
Royal students, the decline 
was less than those throughout 
Texas. 

“In most of (the testing) ar-
eas, we had smaller drops than 
the state or the region,” Royal 
Elementary School Principal 
Aronda Green said. 

Representatives for the 
district’s four campuses – 
elementary, junior high, STEM 
Academy and high school – 
spoke regarding their school’s 
performance in the STAAR test 
for 2020-21. 

Green said Spanish-lan-
guage instruction in reading 
would need to improve, along 
with reading and math for 
most students. 

Royal Junior High School 
students maintained their per-
formance in reading and math, 
school officials said. Scores on 
the STAAR test either were bet-
ter than or on par with reading 
and math score changes across 
the state. Similar situations 
were noted at both the Royal 
STEM Academy and the dis-
trict’s high school. 

To address the drops in 
scores, Strange said the district 
would identify students who 
were not at the appropriate level 
for specific tests and provide 
them with tutoring. That supple-

mental instruction will come for 
some students in the form of an 
additional school period which 
she said would not increase the 
length of the school day. Small 
portions of time will be trimmed 
from the other class periods 
throughout the day in order to 
create time for a short additional 
period of tutoring.

Strange said she and the 
leadership team at the district 
had looked at the drop and 
compared it to the statewide 
averages, not to focus on the 
negative side, but to identify 
growth areas and compare 
themselves across the state. 
From a high view, she said, 
Royal outperformed most of 
the state, but she acknowledged 
that the district will have to work 

hard to regain the successes it 
had seen in prior years.

“I want to go into the school 
year with the notion that we’ve 
got to roll our sleeves up and 
get back to work with the work 
we know we have to do (to im-
prove scores),” Strange said. 

In most years, students must pass the 
STAAR test in order to move on to the next 
grade and districts are evaluated with an 
A-F rating based upon student – and thus 
teacher – performance. However, those 
requirements and ratings were suspended 
for the 2020-21 school year due to the 
pandemic.



Summer is now upon 
us and many of us are 
looking forward to 

enjoying some “fun in the 
sun”.  Spending time outside 
is a great way to be physically 
active, reduce stress, and spend 
time with loved ones. However, 
without properly protecting 
your skin from the sun, you 
are inadvertently increasing 
your risk of skin cancer. And 
let’s not forget about those 
other undesirable physical 
signs of sun damage: wrinkles, 
discoloration, and leathery 
appearing skin. Remember, 
your skin is the largest organ in 
your body. Show it some love!

Skin cancer is the most 
common type of cancer in 
the United States, affecting 
1 in 5 people during their 
lifetime. The incidence of 
melanoma skin cancer, the 
most fatal form of skin cancer, is 
increasing faster than any other 
potentially preventable cancer 
in the US. So, it is important 
to understand that most skin 
cancers are caused by too much 
exposure to ultraviolet (UV) 
light. UV rays come from the 
sun as well as tanning beds 
and directly cause damage to 
skin cells. Sun damage occurs 
with each unprotected sun 
exposure and accumulates over 
the course of a lifetime. It is 
this progressive accumulation 
of sun exposure that increases 
the risk of skin cancer. It’s quite 
simple: if we can prevent sun 
damage to the skin, then we can 
prevent most skin cancers. But 
have no worries, you can still 
protect yourself from the sun's 
damaging effects while still 
enjoying yourself outdoors.

The immediate danger of too 
much sun is a sunburn which 
results in the dreaded and 
painful first-degree burns that 
many of us are all too familiar 
with. Often, folks will use just 
enough SPF to avoid sunburn, 
but protection from sunburn 
is not the most important 
reason for wearing sunscreen. 
Your skin can be harmed 
from continued sun exposure 
whether you see a burn or not. 

Therefore everyone, despite 
the individual’s tendency to 
burn, should be protecting 
themselves from UV rays. Also, 
it is important that this is done 
all year, not just during the 
summer. UV rays can reach you 
even on cloudiest or coolest of 
days and can reflect off surfaces 
such as water and snow. 

Staying out of the sun 
completely is the best way to 
avoid sun damage; however, for 
most of us this is not practical. 
So, if you plan on going 
outside, you should take these 
precautions:

• Always wear sunscreen. 
Apply it on your skin every day. 
Make it a habit just as you do 
with brushing your teeth. Use 
a minimum SPF 30. Be sure to 
cover all exposed areas, and 
don’t forget your ears, eyelids, 
lips, and back of your hands. 
Apply every 2 hours while 
you are outdoors. Apply more 
frequently if you perspire or get 
wet. 

• Avoid sun in the middle 
of the day, from about 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The ultraviolet rays 
which cause skin damage are 
strongest during this time.

• Wear protective clothing 
when you do go outdoors for 
long periods. For example, a 
long-sleeved shirt, pants, and a 
wide-brimmed hat will protect 
your body against the sun's 
harmful effects.

Daily skin protection 
from the sun is an imperative 
component of a healthy, 
skin cancer-free lifestyle. So, 
show your skin some love 
by incorporating the above 
precautions into your daily 
routine.

Genna Lubrano, MD is a 
native Houstonian with the 

OakBend Medical Group. To 
request an appointment to 

see Dr. Lubrano call 281-497-
0296.
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Fun in the sun 
could mean 

problems later

Austin, Texas, is a city of 
paradoxes. It’s the capital of 
one of the most conservative 

states in the country – a state where 
you’ll probably feel out of place in 
some localities if you don’t conceal 
a firearm in your undergarments, 
yet Austin is a city widely known for 
its ultra-liberal social mores that 
allow some folks to feel comfortable 
strolling (or staggering) around 
downtown wearing nothing BUT 
their undergarments  – if that much.

Speaking of downtown Austin, I 
recently accompanied a friend of 
mine to the state capitol, ostensibly 
to help him relocate the contents 
of an office, but it was really just an 
excuse for us to find new ways to 
commit acts of insurrection against 
our waistbands.

Our food tour started on Austin’s 
famous 6th street, known for its 
bars, clubs, restaurants, and various 
bodily fluids. In fact, this fair avenue 
has echoes (and aromas) of upper 
Bourbon Street in New Orleans, but 
with less professional nudity.

Due to the recent mass shooting 
there, I was somewhat reluctant to 
go traipsing around “Dirty 6th”  – 
even at 10:00 a.m. – but since my 
friend is a former Army medic with 
biceps as big around as my torso, 
I figured we’d be all right. Besides, 
our first objective was doughnuts, 
and no national crime wave was 
going to stand between us and the 
dear leader of fried carbohydrates.

Specifically, we were headed to 
Voodoo Doughnut, a mashup of a 
gourmet doughnut shop, a punk 
rock concert and a psychedelic car-
toon. Sticking out like a sore thumb 
wearing bright pink nail polish, the 

Voodoo Doughnut storefront was 
partially obscured by the official 
6th Street welcoming committee 
of several half-naked panhandlers 
(or possibly hungover University of 
Texas students). Either way, none of 
them accepted credit cards.

Since I had previously sampled 
the unconventional delights of 
the Voodoo Doughnut location on 
Colfax Avenue in Denver, Colorado, 
I knew exactly how to punish my 
pancreas in this place. I ordered 
the Grape Ape (a vanilla glazed 
doughnut with a dusting of what 
tastes like a purple Pixie Stick), the 
O Captain, My Captain (a vanilla 
glazed doughnut festooned with 
Crunch Berries cereal), and the 
Voodoo Doll (a humanoid-shaped 
chocolate glazed doughnut filled 
with raspberry “blood” and fea-
turing a pretzel stick for a stake). 
In the spirit of Austin’s progressive 
attitude toward indecent exposure, 
I may or may not have taken a dare 
and also purchased an off-menu 
body-part-shaped doughnut that 
only a junior high delinquent (or 
two grown man-type persons) 
would find funny.

My friend is currently on a strict 
dieting program, so he limited 
his order to a Voodoo Doll and a 

Maple Bacon Bar (a maple-frosted 
bar topped with two massive strips 
of bacon). Our arteries still aren’t 
speaking to us.

After our office-moving job, we 
decided to identify as hungry again 
for lunch at the legendary Hula 
Hut on Lake Austin. This Hawai-
ian-themed Tex-Mex joint has sev-
eral open-air dining areas offering 
us fantastic views of the water and 
lakeside homes that cost even more 
than a school-clothes shopping 
trip with my three teen daughters. 
I decided to eat light this time, so I 
had the Chicken and Guacamole 
Tubular Taco that was roughly the 
size of my right leg, served by a cor-
dial but beleaguered bartender who 
appeared to have spent the previous 
evening on 6th street and may very 
well have had Voodoo Doughnut’s 
Maple Blazer Blunt for breakfast.

We spent the drive back to 
Northeast Texas vigorously (and 
loudly) digesting while rocking out 
to 1980’s hair bands. We made only 
one stop–at the world-renowned 
Round Rock Donuts for some of 
their unique and delectable orange/
yellowy glazed donuts because . . . 
donuts.

When I arrived home, I needed 
a hot shower, a 50-gallon drum 
of Pepto Bismol, and a marathon 
prayer meeting. It was a good day 
with a great friend and some deli-
cious, death-hastening cuisine.

If you get the chance, go down to 
Austin and sample the weirdness 
yourself. After an appointment with 
your gastroenterologist and your 
local pastor, you’ll be back to feeling 
normal in no time.

Keep Austin's doughnuts weird
JASE 
GRAVES
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

DR. GENNA 
LUBRANO
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

Katy   Times
SUSAN ROVEGNO | Publisher
R. HANS MILLER | News Editor
TYLER TYRE | Sports Editor
DEBBIE PREJEAN | 
Bookkeeper 
MARISSA FERREIRA | Page 
designer

EDITORIAL INTERNS: 
Melani Alanis
Megan Bassioli
Nitya Hosur

OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m. - 5 
p.m., Monday - Friday
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 678, Katy, 
Texas, 77492-0678
PHONE: 281-391-3141

TO REPORT NEWS: 
Call 281-391-3141 or email 
news@katytimes.com

TO REPORT SPORTS SCORES: 
email sports@katytimes.com

ADVERTISING:
For information on advertising 
in the Katy Times, in print or 
online, contact us at 281-
391-3141 or email katyclass@
katytimes.com. Advertising 
deadline is noon on Friday 
for both classified and retail 
advertising. 

BILLING:
Address billing inquiries to:
Debbie Prejean, Bookkeeper
bookkeeping@katytimes.com

PRESS RELEASES:
Press releases are accepted 
but are not guaranteed for 
publication. Press releases 
should be e-mailed only to 
news@katytimes.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
We encourage your Letters 
to the Editor submissions, 
but we reserve the right 
to edit for content and for 
space restrictions. All letters 
must contain the full name 

of the person who wrote the 
letter, as well as their address 
and telephone number for 
verification purposes. Letters 
can be submitted via e-mail to 
news@katytimes.com. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
The Katy Times (ISSN 067-180) 
is published on Thursday. 
Subscriptions are available for 
$35 per year in Harris, Waller 
and Fort Bend counties and 
$45 elsewhere. Subscribe at 
www.katytimes.com or by 
mailing payment and delivery 
information to Katy Times, P.O. 
Box 678, Katy, TX 77492-0678. 
Periodical-rate postage paid 
at Katy, Texas 77494.  

CORRECTIONS:
We strive for accuracy and 
transparency in our reporting. 
If you believe that we have 
made a factual error in 
reporting, please call 281-
391-3141 or email editor@
katytimes.com with a link to 
the story in question, along 
with information on what you 
believe is factually incorrect 
in the reporting. Individual 
columns in the Katy Times 
do not necessarily reflect the 
newspaper’s editorial opinion. 

CIRCULATION:
Address billing inquiries  
at 281-391-3141.

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The 
Katy Times, P.O. Box 678, Katy, 
Texas, 77492-0678.

ABOUT OUR NEWSPAPER:
The Katy Times is a member 
of the Texas Press Association. 
The weekly newspaper is 
published every Thursday. Visit 
our Web site 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week at www.
katytimes.com for more news 
and information.



A5THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2021

KATYTIMES.COM

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS
KATY BIBLE CHURCH

2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273
WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

FAITH & COMMUNITY

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

A hot day, with hundreds of 
people standing outside in the 
Texas sun—it couldn’t have been 
a better day to open an ice cream 
store in the Katy area. And sure 
enough, such a store did.

Howdy Homemade Ice Cream 
at 20920 I-10 in Katy is known not 
just for the 18 flavors of ice cream it 
sells to the public. It is also known 
for hiring workers with special 
needs.

One of those employees is Trey 
Brandt, 25, who was born with 
Down Syndrome. The condition, 
according to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control, is genetic and 
causes physical and developmen-
tal issues which can range from 
mild to severe.

Brandt said he has been with 
Howdy Homemade for a while af-
ter learning of it from his brother’s 
best friend. And while the store is 
known for employing those with 
special needs, friendliness and 
many smiles were what stood out 
at Thursday’s opening.

“I love it,” Brandt said. “I’ve 
made friends with a lot of people.”

The store opened with a rope 
cutting, befitting its membership 
in the Fulshear-Katy Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner did the honors.

Turner said he “had to attend” 
the opening when he thought of 
how a store such as Howdy Home-
made employs people with special 
needs. He said he hoped that the 
Katy-area location would be the 
first of many such locations in the 
Southeast Texas region.

The Katy area location is the 
third of three locations in the 
United States. The other two are 
in Dallas, which is the corporate 
headquarters, and Asheville, N.C.

The opening drew a large crowd 
not only because of the ice cream 
and who was serving it, but also 
because of one of the store’s sup-
porters. Houston rap artist Trae the 
Truth has supported the business, 
among other charitable causes. 
Many fans attending the opening 
had their chance to meet and pose 
for photos with him.

Local realtor Tracy King’s firm, 
The Howdy Group, served as a 
sponsor. She said she contacted 
store owner Rodrick Batson a few 
weeks ago and asked if there was 
something her firm might do to 
help.

The sponsorship took a “Howdy 
helping Howdy” theme where The 
Howdy Group donated a dollar 
for each scoop of ice cream sold 
Thursday.

“I worked in special needs in 
my previous career, and absolutely 
loved it,” King said. “We love the 

company; we love their view and 
everything. We’re super-excited to 
be a part of it any way we can.”

King said she hoped to try the 
Dr Pepper Chocolate Chip ice 
cream. The HEB grocery store 
chain is expected to carry the 
flavor later this year on its shelves, 
Batson said.

Katy City Council Member Gina 
Hicks also attended the ceremony.

“I think it’s great. It’s a great 
turnout. I really love their mission. 
I have a couple of friends who are 
heroes here,” Hicks said, referring 
to the shop’s employees.

Hicks enjoyed a small cup of 
the Cold Brew and Cookies ice 
cream. The store features 18 flavors 
for customers to enjoy.

“It’s homemade daily, and you 
can’t beat that,” Hicks said.

Brandt spoke for his colleagues 
when looking at the many who 
came for ice cream.

“I think this opening is perfect,” 
Brandt said. “I love it. It’s Howdy 
Homemade. Welcome to Howdy, 
and come on in.”

Katy welcomes newest ice cream shop

PHOTO COURTESY HARRIS COUNTY CONSTABLE PCT. 5

Harris County Constable for Precinct 5 Ted Heap poses with staff at Howdy Homemade Ice Cream. 
Heap is a long-time supporter of those with developmental disabilities and coaches Special 
Olympics athletes. 

PHOTO COURTESY GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner enjoys some cinnamon 
ice cream at Howdy Homemade Ice Cream. He said the ice 
cream looked good and tasted even better. 

PHOTO COURTESY GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Houston rap artist Trae tha Truth poses with a youngster, whose father told the rapper that 
the child was named in Trae’s honor.

The Howdy 
Homemade Ice 

Cream store 
menu, which 

features a variety 
of flavors to 

enjoy.

PHOTO COURTESY 

GEORGE SLAUGHTER
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come join other fortune 500 companies…
…at Katy Ranch Crossing.
Katy’s choice for companies on the grow.

• Prime retail space on I-10 near the new
  Boardwalk Development, Typhoon Texas
  and Katy Mills Mall
• 800,000 square feet of retail, entertainment
  and restaurants
• Conveniently located on I-10 west of the
  Grand Parkway
• Great visibility and high traffic count
• Tons of parking

346-387-7188
24285 Katy Freeway, Suite 300

Katy, TX 77494

281-394-5678
24285 Katy Freeway, Suite 300

Katy, TX 77494

• Prestigious new office space in gorgeous new
  office tower
• Covered parking with sheltered building access
• Harris County Sheriff’s Office substation located
  on site
• Beautiful co-working spaces with conference
  rooms and classrooms available
• Fully furnished, full-service private office space

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE TOUR!

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The Board of Directors of 
the U.S. Rice Producers Asso-
ciation has named Marcela 
Garcia as the new president 
and CEO of the organization, 
replacing Dwight 
Roberts, whose 
tenure ends Aug. 
1. Garcia has pre-
viously served as 
the chief operating 
officer for the 
organization and 
as the director of 
the Rice Market & 
Technology Con-
vention for about 
a decade. 

“Several years ago, 
Marcela assumed a number 
of leadership roles for the 
USRPA, and her extensive 
knowledge and rice trade 
relationships throughout the 
Western Hemisphere will 
serve our rice farmers ex-
tremely well,” Roberts said. 

The USRPA is an asso-
ciation of rice producers in 

Texas, Arkansas, California, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Missouri and is the only na-
tional rice producers organi-
zation made up of producers 
in all six rice-producing 
states, according to a USRPA 

press release. 
The organiza-

tion also elected 
new officers. East 
Texas rice farmer 
Neal Stoesser of 
Dayton, Texas 
will serve as 
vice-chairman 
while Alex Clark 
of Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri was 
elected chairman. 
Dustin Watkins 

from Welsh, Louisiana is 
now secretary-treasurer.

“We have young, talented 
rice farmers coming onto 
our board of directors with 
our new generation of staff 
talent, USRPA is ready to 
lean into the future,” said 
Roberts, who had served at 
the head of the association 
for 23 years.

BROOKSHIRE PD

The Brookshire Police Department announced via social media that Brando Vontrae 
Burr is wanted for multiple felony counts after a two-month investigation led to a 
search warrant being issued for his residence at 3203 Fourth Street in Brookshire. 
During the search, officers discovered 8 grams of crack cocaine, 28 grams of PCP 
– also known as phencyclidine – 9 grams of hydroponic marijuana and a stolen 9 
millimeter pistol. Anyone with information related to Burr’s whereabouts should 
contact the Brookshire Police Department at 281-375-5000.

SUSPECT SOUGHT

U.S. Rice Producers 
Assn. names new CEO

MARCELA GARCIA
CEO, U.S. Rice  

Producers Association

CAPITAL  
HIGHLIGHTS

Workforce commission 
announces job surge, 
and 3 other Texas issues

BY GARY BORDERS
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION 

The Texas Workforce Commis-
sion released June employment 
figures that showed Texas employ-
ers added nearly 56,000 jobs in 
June, while the unemployment rate 
dropped to 6.5%.

“The Texas economy is boom-
ing,” Gov. Greg Abbott said in a 
statement. “Businesses are invest-
ing in the Lone Star State at a record 
pace because we've built a frame-
work that allows free enterprise to 
flourish and hardworking Texans to 
prosper.”

TWC’s latest statistics show that 
the leisure and hospitality industry 
led all others in job growth, adding 
more than 19,000 jobs. Education 
and health services employment 
ranked second, adding 9,500 jobs 
in June.

As cases rise, new 
pop-up vaccine 

sites announced
COVID-19 cases and 

hospitalizations are 
on the rise again in Texas, largely 
spurred by the highly contagious 
delta variant. The Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services is 
again hitting the road to encourage 
folks to get vaccinated.

Rates of those who are fully 
inoculated continue to lag, par-
ticularly in younger populations. 
DSHS will hold 18 pop-up events at 
Walmart locations across the state 
to talk with parents and families 
about the importance of vaccina-
tion for younger Texans as they 
prepare for next school year and 
as the Delta variant spreads more 
widely in Texas. The DSHS pop-ups 
last four hours each day and will 
travel around the state through the 
first week of August. The events 
feature a 16-foot video wall, a “Take 
the Shot” basketball game, and free 
frozen treats.

COVID-19 cases the past week 
in Texas continue to rise sharply, 
up 60% from the previous week, 
when cases nearly doubled. A total 
of 36,451 cases were reported by 

the Coronavirus Resource Center 
at Johns Hopkins University along 
with 190 deaths, flat compared 
to the previous week. However, 
hospitalizations continue to spike, 
with DSHS reporting 4,137 lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 patients in Texas, 
up more than 30 percent from the 
previous week. 

The number of Texans fully 
vaccinated rose slightly to 12.51 
million, about 43 percent of the 
state’s population. As the delta 
variant spreads, the state’s positivity 
rate has exceeded 10% for the first 
time since February.

PUC, ERCOT update 
consumers on grid 

reliability
In a joint press con-

ference last Thursday, 
the chairman of the Public Utility 
Commission and the interim CEO 
of the Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas outlined steps their organiza-
tions are taking to improve electric 
grid reliability during the dog days 
of summer.

The PUC oversees ERCOT, which 
is responsible for maintaining the 
electric grid. ERCOT has drawn 
heat after the widespread blackouts 
during the February winter storm, 
and subsequently pleading for less 
energy consumption during an 
early summer heat wave.

“We expect there is sufficient 
generation to meet summer 2021 
electric demand; however, there 
may be times when we will call on 
customers to conserve just as other 
grid operators across the country 
and around the world do. It’s just 
another tool in the toolbox,” Brad 
Jones, ERCOT interim CEO, said. 
“In response to a conservation no-
tice, Texans may need to take some 
simple steps for a limited dura-
tion – such as doing laundry in the 
morning or running the pool pump 
at night instead of the afternoon – 
to ensure grid reliability.”

Abbott recently issued execu-
tive orders directing the PUC and 
ERCOT to improve grid reliability. 
Critics say the measures passed in 
the last regular session to address 
the issue fall short of what is need-
ed to ensure another grid failure 
doesn’t occur.

Texas Democrats 
still holed up in D.C.

More than 50 Texas 
Democratic legislators 
remain holed up in a 

Washington, D.C. hotel, blocking an 
effort by Republicans to pass more 
restrictive voting laws during the 
present special session since state 
law requires at least 100 reps to 
have a quorum.

The legislators have been 
meeting with national Democratic 
leaders, such as Vice President Ka-
mala Harris, but also dealing with 
an outbreak of COVID-19 among 
its members, according to KUT. At 
least a half dozen legislators, who 
say they were already vaccinated, 
have tested positive for the virus 
while in the nation’s capital.

The legislators are pushing for 
federal voting legislation, called 
the For the People Act, which has 
already passed the U.S. House but 
remains bottled up in the Senate. 
Without changes to the Senate fili-
buster rule, passage seems unlikely. 
The special session in Austin ends 
Aug. 7, but Abbott has vowed to 
call another one if the Democrats 
remain absent, effectively stopping 
any legislation from passing.

STOCK PHOTO BY ANDREA PIACQUADIO/PEXELS

Job numbers at the state level indicate a rise in 
employment with 56,000 jobs added to the Texas 
economy in June with more than 19,000 of those 
jobs in the hospitality industry as restaurants and 
similar businesses find ways to entice employees 
to come work for them.
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BVS Home Experts, will provide up to $3,759$3,759 in discounts and rebates toward the purchase and 
installation of a new BVS Home Comfort System
Your energy savings could even pay for your new system!

CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* With approved credit. Not combinable with other offers. Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement  
 by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Some restrictions may apply. Not valid on prior installations. Offer expires 06/12/2021

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E

SELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEM
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Katy's Brome ready for next step with Red Raiders
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The recruitment process wasn’t 
always easy for Ryan Brome.

Despite having over a .400 batting av-
erage his junior year, he was not getting 
recruited like he expected going into his 
senior season. 

“I had been hitting really well going 
all the way back to the summer after 
my sophomore year,” Brome said. “I 
had the numbers but the exposure 
didn’t really come. A lot of that has to 
do with COVID-19 and no one being 
able to come out and see people in per-
son. I had to stay patient, keep a good 
mindset and hope something would 

come along.”
The 6-foot 2-inch 202 pound Katy 

High graduate had a strong senior sea-
son, where he hit .442 and had 35 RBIs 
and six home runs. But hadn’t received 
the attention he thought he deserved 
from power five programs. He held off 
on signing with any school going into 
the summer and played the waiting 
game.

That patience finally paid off, as 
Brome signed to play at Texas Tech Uni-
versity in Lubbock on July 16. 

“It was a really good feeling when 
they offered me a scholarship,” Brome 
said. “They stayed true to their word. 
They had told me that after the draft 
they wanted me up for an official visit, 

and they called me the night of the last 
round of the draft. I was in California 
and had plans to go to Disneyland, but 
I immediately canceled so I could get 
there.”

The Red Raiders and head coach Tim 
Tadlock had been courting Brome since 
the beginning of the season, offering 
him a walk-on opportunity earlier in the 
year. After the MLB draft scholarships 
opened up they invited him for an offi-
cial visit and offered him a scholarship. 

Brome, who had been verbally com-
mitted to Alvin Junior College, jumped 
at the opportunity.

“Everything there was so awesome,” 

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

For Katy youth soccer enthusi-
asts, it's easy to see the excitement 
for the upcoming season. But pre-
dicting the number of kids signing 
up to play is another matter.

“It has been hard to predict 
since the start of the Fall 2020 
season,” Katy Youth Soccer Club 
president Rhaylyn Fisher said. “We 
haven’t gotten back up to the num-
bers we had pre-COVID-19, but we 
have steadily grown every season 
in numbers.”

Fisher said Katy Youth Soccer 
Club’s biggest goal was to give kids 
a chance to play soccer. But as has 
been the case everywhere else, the 
pandemic affected things.

“By following STYSA (South 
Texas Youth Soccer Association) 
and the CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control) guidelines, we were able 
to start back up in the Fall 2020 
season with some restrictions and 
policies in place,” Fisher said. “It 
was a challenge as a board to make 
sure that we created a safe envi-
ronment for the players and their 
families, but I believe that we were 
able to achieve this.”

For 2021, officials continue 
to recommend that coaches and 
players bring and use their own 
hand sanitizer. Officials also 
continue to recommend social 
distancing this season.

Fisher said team sideline areas 
must be clean after each game. 
She said coaches should have an 

assistant coach or a team parent 
help with these tasks.

Players must bring their own 
water or drinks, as drink sharing 
is discouraged. Coaches or 
parents must clean team balls and 
equipment after practices and 
games.

Registrations are being ac-
cepted both online at the website 
http://www.katyyouthsoccer.com 
and in-person.

When registering online, 
families must create a new family 
account, from which it can add 
each of its players.

One walk-up registration ses-
sion took place earlier this month. 
Another walk-up registration 

Registration underway for Katy Youth Soccer Club fall season

KATY YOUTH SOCCER CLUB

Katy youth soccer players congratulate each other after a match. Officials said the Katy Youth Soccer 
Club is seeking volunteer coaches to lead teams and referees to officiate matches. See YOUTH SOCCER, page B2

BY MELANI ALANIS
EDITORIAL INTERN

Royal High School will be experiencing 
changes within its Athletics Department for 
the upcoming 2021-2022 school year. 

One notable change that Royal ISD will be 
implementing is the replacement of the retir-
ing cross country coach, Robert Weber, with a 
new coach, David Carpentier.

“When you do something that long, 36 
years, you’re going to miss it,” Weber said. 
“I’m going to miss the kids, I’m going to miss 
the interaction between the kids, the meets, 
the workouts, and most of all being around 
them and trying to make them better,” Weber 
said.

Carpentier 
steps in as Royal 
cross country, 
basketball coach

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Two Europeans-turned-Texans are 
helping soccer become more popular in 
Katy.

Everick Stoelwinder and Stuart McK-
enzie are both from Europe. Stoelwinder 
is from the Netherlands, where he said 
there is a strong interest in soccer. Many 
academies exist there where people can 
learn to play the game.

McKenzie is from Scotland. He is a fan 
of Rangers Football Club of the Scottish 

Premier League. The Rangers have won 
more trophies than any other professional 
soccer club. He also follows Liverpool 

Football Club of the English Premier 
League.

Like so many others, Stoelwinder and 
McKenzie came to Katy as part of the oil 
and gas industry. An economic downturn 
found them wondering what to do for and 
McKenzie found what he called a “Plan 
B.”

Both men have a passion for soccer, 
they saw its growing popularity. People 
follow their favorite foreign teams on tele-
vision. McKenzie believes in the next five 

Pure Soccer Katy playing role 
in promoting soccer locally

EVERICK 
STOELWINDER

STUART 
McKENZIE

PHOTO COURTESY ERIC HERRERA

A young soccer player takes a shot in a practice at Pure Soccer Katy. 

See PURE SOCCER, page B5

See ROYAL, page B3

MELANI ALANIS

RISD Cross Country and Basketball Head Coach David Carpentier

Katy High 
seniors Ryan 
Brome and 
Caleb Mat-
thews pose 
for a portrait 
after a win 
over Cinco 
Ranch on 
March 16. 
KATY TIMES FILE 

PHOTO

See BROME, page B6



BY HEIDI PÉREZ-MORENO
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

A group of Texas lawmakers 
filed legislation Friday that would 
prohibit Texas public colleges and 
universities from switching their 
affiliations with collegiate athletic 
conferences without approval from 
the Legislature.

The move is in response to 
reports that the University of Texas 
and the University of Oklahoma 
are preparing to exit the Big 12 
in a bid to join the Southeastern 
Conference.

House Bill 298 — filed by Rep. 
Dustin Burrows, R-Lubbock— has 
more than 30 co-authors but is 
effectively a symbolic move to 
express the lawmakers’ displea-
sure. The bill is unrelated to any 
of the topics placed on Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s special session agenda, 
which means it’s ineligible to be 
passed into law.

Even if Abbott, a UT alumnus, 
added the football legislation to 
the special session call, it would 
likely be fruitless as the Legislature 
has been ground to a halt because 
Democrats absconded to Washing-
ton, D.C., 11 days ago to break the 
House quorum and block a GOP 
voting bill.

Burrows, who received his law 
degree and MBA from Texas Tech, 
said in a press release that Texas 
universities play a significant role 
in the economic development, 
tourism and overall prominence of 
their respective regions.

“A decision to switch to a dif-
ferent athletic conference affects 
the opportunity and stability of 
our publicly-funded universities 
across the state and must be fully 
vetted in the most transparent and 
comprehensive manner possible,” 

he said.
Rep. Jeff Leach, R-Plano, a Bay-

lor University alumnus, also signed 
on to the bill. Leach was among 
a small group of lawmakers who 
met with Abbott’s office Thursday 
to discuss objections to the move. 
Abbott’s office did not respond to a 
request for comment.

Leach said in a statement 
Friday that decisions related to 
conference realignments could 
“potentially have monumental im-
pacts on the entire State of Texas.”

“The effects could be devastat-
ing,” Leach wrote. “Such important 

decisions must not be made by a 
select few behind closed doors, nor 
should they be unduly impacted 
by out-of-state interests who have 
little care or concern for the people 
of Texas.”

Burrows also said there would 
be companion legislation filed in 
the Senate by Sens. Brian Birdwell, 
a Lamar University alumnus; Lois 
Kolkhorst, a former Texas Chris-
tian University athlete; and Charles 
Perry, a Texas Tech graduate.

“The exceptionalism of the 
great state of Texas must not be 
left in the hands of a few but is a 

responsibility to be shared by all,” 
Burrows said.

Burrows did not respond to 
requests for comment Friday.

If UT and OU were to leave the 
Big 12, it would have drastic effects 
on the remaining Texas schools that 
are part of the conference, such as 
TCU, Baylor and Texas Tech.

The size and scope of the two 
schools’ football programs help 
drive television revenue and 
interest for all of the teams in the 
conference. SEC paid participat-
ing schools $44.6 million last year 
from television rights fees, and the 

Big 12 paid $38.3 million, accord-
ing to reporting from the Houston 
Chronicle.

This isn’t the first time UT has 
pondered leaving the Big 12. It 
happened 11 years ago when it 
considered leaving alongside Texas 
A&M for the Pac-12 conference, 
until the Big 12 offered a bigger 
league payout.

Texas A&M left in 2011 for the 
SEC. Texas A&M athletic director 
Ross Bjork told the Chronicle on 
Wednesday that the Aggies’ stance 
is clear: A&M wants to be the only 
program from the SEC in the state 
of Texas.

“A&M is a flagship university, 
and with the size and scale of our 
place, we should have our own 
stand-alone identity in our own 
conference,” he said.

If UT and OU were to join, 16 
schools would be part of the SEC 
and make it the first national su-
perconference.

Cassandra Pollock contributed 
to this report.

Disclosure: Baylor University, 
Lamar University and Texas Chris-
tian University have been financial 
supporters of The Texas Tribune, 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
organization that is funded in part 
by donations from members, foun-
dations and corporate sponsors. 
Financial supporters play no role 
in the Tribune's journalism. Find a 
complete list of them here.

This article originally ap-
peared in The Texas Tribune 
at https://www.texastribune.
org/2021/07/23/texas-legislature-
ut-big-12-sec/. The Texas Tribune 
is a member-supported, nonpar-
tisan newsroom informing and 
engaging Texans on state politics 
and policy. Learn more at texastri-
bune.org.
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NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

BY R. HANS MILLER 

NEWS EDITOR

The Waller County Com-

missioners Court tabled con-

sideration of an agreement 

between the county and the city 

of Brookshire which would have 

seen Brookshire paying $500 per 

month plus boarding and care 

fees for the county to provide 

animal control services to the 

city. Commissioners expressed 

concern that the costs would ex-

ceed the amount paid by the city 

and doubt that Brookshire City 

Council would address animal 

control improvements in a timely 

manner.

“If we say (the agreement 

goes) to the end of the year, your 

council will wait until the end of 

the year,” Precinct Four Commis-

sioner Justin Beckendorff said, 

addressing Brookshire Alderper-

son Kim Branch who represented 

Brookshire at the meeting. 

Beckendorff also praised 

Branch for her proactive ap-

proach and described her as the 

defacto animal control person for 

the city. Branch has long worked 

with Belle’s Buds Rescue which 

works to assist the city whenever 

possible, as well as with other 

community members to try to 

address animal control. 

Waller County Sheriff Troy 

Guidry, who oversees animal 

control in all unincorporated 

portions of Waller County, said 

the $500-plus-expenses agree-

ment was not sufficient to cover 

the costs of the program for his 

department. He currently has 

two animal control officers and, 

especially if other cities through-

out the county asked for similar 

arrangements, the department 

would need to add more animal 

control officers in order to meet 

demand. He estimated that, with 

benefits and salary, personnel 

alone could add another $60,000 
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BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council 

members tabled a budget 

amendment which would 

have added $7,000 for a pilot 

program to focus on animal 

care at Katy Animal Con-

trol’s shelter. In a 3-2 vote 

most councilmembers voted 

to give a recently formed ad-

visory committee more time 

to come up with a detailed 

plan for improvements to 

the department. 

“I don’t want the (Animal 

Welfare Advisory Commit-

tee) to feel pressured to – I 

mean, yes, we’re all anxious 

to see a plan with associated 

costs – but I don’t want them 

to feel pressured that they 

may take any shortcuts,” said 

Councilmember Janet Corte. 

Councilmembers Jenifer 

Stockdick and Rory Rob-

ertson argued in favor of 

moving forward with the 

pilot program to begin vac-

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

O
nline content creation has become big 

business, whether that content is silly videos 

on TikTok or professionally produced video 

game streams on platforms such as Twitch or Xbox 

Live. Three Katy area video gamers, Veronica Ander-

son, Alek Farren and Devon Hatton, are working on 

tapping into the content creation market profes-

sionally. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that it takes hard 

work to do this,” Hatton said. “And it takes a really 

good support system – your community becomes 

your support; your friends become your support, 

and the people that are entertained by you become 

your support.” 

Hatton, Anderson and Farren – who go by the 

online names Panduhdon, WhosVron and Farren-

heights, respectively – are all professional streamers 

to some extent. Hatton works at it as a part-time job 

while Anderson and Farren are full-time content 

creators. While all three focus on video games, 

cooking videos, question-and-answer livestreams, 

other content is peppered across their channels 

as well. While they haven’t had the big breaks like 

super-streamer Richard Tyler Blevins – also known 

as Ninja on his streaming channels – who has 

reportedly made millions of dollars, all three have 

garnered sponsorships with local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming. Farren and Anderson have also 

gotten sponsorships from the gaming drink GFuel, 

which is popular among streamers. Meanwhile, 

Hatton streams part-time after his job working with 

developmentally disabled students. 

All three said there’s no magic formula to make 

it as a professional streamer with enough income to 

live on through streaming. 

“It can be hit or miss, but it can be a combina-

tion of grinding and putting in the work and luck, 

because you can grind and put in the work for five 

years, 10 years and never hit, you know,” Farren 

said. “Or you could grind for five years, then finally, 

you get a raid from a big streamer (and it) can 

change your life overnight.”

Farren was a safety superintendent in the 

petrochemical industry before the pandemic 

but was laid off last April after the oil market 

destabilized due to the pandemic. He had a bit of a 

safety net and took a leap of faith to try streaming 

full time rather than just as a hobby. Anderson 

took similar steps and moved from New England to 

become Farren’s roommate and began streaming 

full time herself. 

While the streamers did not want to talk about 

their incomes because it is a private matter, CNBC 

reports that the average full-time streamer can 

earn between $3,000 and $5,000 a month. However, 

all three Allegiant-sponsored streamers said it’s 

still a full 40-hour a week job, albeit a fun one. 

It is a career that takes social media marketing 

skills, dedication to putting out content regularly, 

computer skills and initial investment in a gaming 

rig that must be maintained and upgraded 

regularly. A gaming computer can run anywhere 

from the high hundreds of dollars to well over 

$5,000 – just for the PC itself. HD monitors, lighting 

and other accessories add several hundred dollars 

on top of that – part of the reason sponsorships are 

important for gamers. 

The industry has a culture that streamers have to 

plan for, the three said. Many streaming platforms 

have live chats appearing next to the main portion 

of the video. That chat must be moderated and 

maintained for a variety of reasons including pro-

fanity, racism and sexism, they said. However, there 

are digital tools that help monitor and eliminate 

those items from being seen, they said. 

City Council 

tables animal 

control pilot

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD trustees appointed Nathan Fuchs as executive 

director of the Maintenance and Operations Department 

and Richard Merriman as principal for Raines Academy 

Monday night. Trustees reviewed results of a survey to gauge 

interest in a permanent virtual high school and approved a 

one-time lump sum payment to staff. 

For the one-time lump sum payments, full-time em-

ployees will receive a $500 check while part-timers will 

receive $250. The bonus comes as trustees recognized the 

challenges that faculty and staff during the district have 

faced throughout the 2020-21 school year. 

Trustees make staff 

moves, examine 

virtual high school

Creating Happy,

Healthy Smiles in Katy

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

RESTRICTIONS APPLY

EXAM, X-RAYS

& CLEANING
$79

DR. BOWEN LI

DR. JOSHUA PENG

3011 WEST GRAND PARKWAY N.

SUITE 200, KATY, TX 77449
 

832-409-4949
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CONVERTER THEFT SUSPECTS ARRESTED

HAVE A NEWS TIP?

news@katytimes.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

281-391-3141
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County considers Brookshire animal control agreement

COURTESY VERONICA ANDERSON

Veronica Anderson – also known online as Whosvron – plays a “Call of Duty” game on the Twitch streaming 

platform. Anderson is a full-time streamer who has earned sponsorships from local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming and from the energy drink company GFuel. She is one of many gamers making a living 

entertaining others through content creation which often involves witty commentary while playing. 

WALLER COUNTY/SWAGGIT

Brookshire Alderperson Kim Branch spoke before the Waller County Commissioners Court during 

the court’s April 21 meeting regarding the city’s animal control needs. The city has been without 

proper animal control services for years and Branch has often volunteered her time to address 

strays within the city.

See PILOT, page A3

See SCHOOLS, page A3

See STREAMERS, page A3

NEW LOCATION!

738 Highway 6 S. Suite 180

Houston, TX 77079

281-347-3247

Helping injured individuals

since 1994
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Local streamers find careers online

DIGITALDIGITAL
IN KATY

KATY

COURTESY: KATY PD

A budget 

amendment to 

vaccinate and 

provide veterinary 

care for more 

strays was debated 

heavily during 

Monday’s Katy City 

Council meeting. 

The measure 

was eventually 

postponed.

BROOKSHIRE/WALLER CO.

See BROOKSHIRE, page A3

KATY ISD
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Lawmakers file bill to block UT from leaving Big 12

PHOTO BY EDDIE GASPAR/THE DAILY TEXAN

The University of Texas and University of Oklahoma notified the Big 12 that they did not intend to renew its grant of media rights that expire in 2025.

session is set for 10-11 a.m. 
Saturday at Pure Soccer Katy, 
25730 Westheimer Pkwy.

Pure Soccer Katy 
co-owner Stuart McKenzie 
said it has tried to collabo-
rate with Katy Youth Soccer.

“We’ve always had a 
good relationship, and it 
works both ways,” McKenzie 
said.

Online registration closes 
Aug. 1. Coaches will notify 
players by Aug. 29. First 
games are set for Sept. 11.

Registration fees range 
from $110-$140, depending 
on the age of the player.

Coaches and referees 
sought

Fisher said Katy Youth 
Soccer Club relies on volun-
teer coaches to lead teams.

“We are always look-
ing for coaches, for all age 
groups,” Fisher said. “I have 
always loved this because it 
really creates a more family 
environment.”

Coaches, managers, and 
team officials must regis-
ter and pass a background 
check. They must also 
complete SafeSport training 
modules and CDC Heads-
Up Concussion Awareness 
training.

“A perk of becoming a 
coach is that you are able to 
decide when and where the 
team’s practices are being 
held,” Fisher said. “This is 
an incentive for a lot of our 
coaches. I also want to say 
that you do not need to 
have soccer experience to 
be able to coach your son 

or daughter’s team. We are 
looking for coaches that are 
enthusiastic and help us 
foster a love of the game.”

The club is also seeking 
referees. Fisher said it can 
be a rewarding experience. 
It could also help players 
and adults make some extra 
spending money.

“It’s the best seat in the 
house,” Fisher said. “You 
do have to be certified, so 
this will involve taking a 
certification class with a 
field component, but it is 
something that a lot of our 
players, age 13 and over, 
take advantage of. One plus 
for players that become 
referees is that they expand 
their knowledge of the 
game.”

The best part of youth 
soccer is the chance it gives 
families to make memories. 
Fisher has her memories 
from last season.

“I was able to have 
conversations with a lot 
of different families about 
their struggles and triumphs 
throughout the pandemic 
and observe them relax 
just a little while they were 
able to watch their children 
play,” Fisher said. “It truly 
is an honor and privilege 
to be a part of this club. To 
be allowed the opportunity 
to become a small part of 
these players journeys and 
to watch them grow season 
after season has been truly 
special.”

For more information 
and to register online, visit 
the website http://www.
katyyouthsoccer.com.

KATY YOUTH SOCCER CLUB

Katy youth soccer clubs play a match. The Katy Youth Soccer Club is accepting 
registrations for its fall season.

PHOTO COURTESY RHAYLYN FISHER

A Katy girls soccer team celebrates its 2020 championship. The Katy Youth Soccer Club offers chances for kids ages 5-19 to learn and play the sport.

“I was able to have conversations with a lot of different 
families about their struggles and triumphs throughout the 

pandemic and observe them relax just a little while they 
were able to watch their children play."

RHAYLYN FISHER, KATY YOUTH SOCCER CLUB PRESIDENT

from page B1
YOUTH SOCCER
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Making the
Private Office

More Effective
At APEX Executive Suites you
are free to define exactly the
office space you need, when

and how you need it.

SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.
1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com  • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

GRAND PARKWAY
SELF STORAGE

Proud to be selected by
Katy Times readers as a TOP 

CHOICE in “Best of Katy” 2021!

of

2021
2nd Place

Houston athletes ready for Olympic Games
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Five athletes who attend 
or have attended The 
University of Houston will 
compete in Tokyo at the 
Olympic Games. The games 

take place July 23- Aug. 8.
It will be the first Olym-

pics for all five of Brianne 
Bethel, Tristan Evelyn, Ma-
rio Burke, Shaun Maswang-
anyi and Micaela Bouter.

Bethel and Evelyn will 
compete for the Bahamas. 

Bethel qualified in the 
200-meter dash and 1600-me-
ter relay. She won two Ameri-
can Athletic Conference Titles 
and eared the women’s most 
valuable performance at the 
AAC meet. Evelyn will com-
pete in the 100-meter dash. 

Evelyn helped the UH women 
score their first points at the 
NCAA Championships since 
2012 as part of the 400-meter 
relay team. 

Burke will compete in 
both the 100 and 200-meter 
dash for Barbados; he is a 

10-time all American and 
NCAA Champion in the 
400-meter relay.

Maswanganyi and Bouter 
will represent South Africa. 

Maswanganyi, who 
earned three All-America 
honors as a freshman this 

year, will compete in the 
100 and 200-meter dash as 
well as the 400-meter relay. 
Bouter will compete in the 
3-Meter springboard; she 
was the 2016-17 American 
Athletic Conference Most 
Outstanding Diver.

Carpentier, who is also 
taking over as the head boys 
basketball coach, is coming 
over from Travis High 
School in Fort Bend and is 
new to the district.

“The new coach is a bas-
ketball coach, and it’ll be his 
first year as a cross country 
coach, but I think that he’ll 
do a good job and that he’ll 
also bring in some basket-
ball players to this sport,” 
said Assistant Cross Country 
Coach Craig Rollins.

Weber or ‘Webdog’, as the 
student-athletes like to call 
him, is currently training 
and helping out as much as 
he can before he decides to 
retire.

“We come out here and 
do our warm-up and show 
him what we usually do, 
run a mile, do the active 
stretching, we do the same 
routine every day, we don’t 
change the warm-up routine 
and then we go straight to 
our workout,” Weber said. 
“We’ve been putting in 
some mileage, but it’s more 
intense this month so we 
go hard one day, easy, hard 
one day, easy, we try to mix 
it up, so I try to help coach 
as much as I can with that, “ 
Weber said.

Coach Carpentier is an-
ticipating the arrival of the 
cross country season and 
from practice, he said that 
the athletes to look out for 
are sophomore Miguel Her-
nandez and junior Vladimir 
Moreno.

“They’ve been out here 
working hard every day 
getting up early,” Coach 
Carpentier said. ”The goal 
is just to get better each day 
so that by the time that the 
district meet rolls around 
they perform to the best of 
their abilities.”

The student-athletes will 
miss Weber but are looking 
forward to the season.

“Cross country is a really 
fun but rigorous sport, and 
Coach Weber always tells 
us that it’s the hardest sport 
out there but that’s why 
it’s so much fun,” Vladimir 
said.

While the replacement 
cross country coach is new 

to coaching the sport, Weber 
is confident that he’ll get 
used to it and enjoy getting 
to know the students.

“I think he’s going to do 
a good job, and with him 
being the head basketball 
coach, he is very competi-
tive, and I know that he’ll do 
the same here,” Weber said.

The athletes have been 

putting in the work and are 
anxious to see how the cross 
country season will look.

“The kids are a good 
group of kids, they work 
hard, that's all you can ask 
for,” Carpentier said. “For 
them to work hard and show 
up every day and to push 
themselves and that’s what 
they’ve been doing.”

MELANI ALANIS

Runners start off with their 1-mile warm-up.

from page B1
ROYAL

“The new coach is a basketball 
coach, and it’ll be his first year 
as a cross country coach, but 

I think that he’ll do a good 
job and that he’ll also bring in 

some basketball players to this 
sport.”

CRAIG ROLLINS, ASSISTANT CROSS COUNTRY COACH
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

Visit us online at KatyTimes.com
CLASSIFIEDS WORK! CALL TODAY! 281-391-3141

560
WANT TO BUY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or an intention or dis-
crimination.” Familial status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more informa-
tion, call 936-488-
1314.

LOOKING TO 
BUY TRAVEL 
TRAILER/Pop-up 
or RV.  Minor work 
is OK. Call John 
832-773-2657.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
of property to satisfy landlord’s lien.

Sale to be held ONLINE AUCTION Storagetreasures.com.

The facility Bear Creek Mini Storage is located at, 17730 
Keith Harrow Blvd, Houston, TX 77084  Bidding will open 
at 10:00 am on July 29, 2021 and end at 12:00 pm on August
19, 2021. Property will be sold to the highest bidder for 
cash. Cleanup and removal deposit will be required. Seller
reserves the right to withdraw the property at any time
before the sale ends. Property includes contents of space
of the following tenants: Tebria Reich, Jessica Lee Black, 
Christopher Page, Craig Roberts, Octavia Pradia, Jose
Navarrete, Rowan & Jon Hirst, Michael Aregawi, Baldemar 
Benavides.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
CHLORINE AND SULFUR DIOXIDE GAS CYLINDERS

THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, IS ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 
CHLORINE AND SULFUR DIOXIDE GAS CYLINDERS 
STARTING OCTOBER 1, 2021 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 
2023.  CLEARLY-MARKED, SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE 
RECEIVED AT THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY, 
KATY CITY HALL, 901 AVENUE C, KATY, TEXAS 77493 
UNTIL 2:00 P.M., WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2021, AT 
WHICH TIME BIDS WILL BE PUBLICLY OPENED AND 
READ.  A BID MAY BE AWARDED AT THE REGULAR 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 
13, 2021, AT 6:30 P.M.   SPECIFICATIONS AND THE BID 
PROPOSAL FORM MAY BE OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE 
OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT ABOVE ADDRESS OR 
EMAIL REQUEST AT BIDS@CITYOFKATY.COM. 

THE CITY OF KATY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT 
ANY AND ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY AND ALL 
TECHNICALITIES, AND TO ACCEPT BIDS THAT IT 
DEEMS MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO IT.

Becky L. McGrew
City Secretary

 City of Katy, Texas

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 
2987 BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS 
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KATY, TEXAS, ON JUNE 28, 2021:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS AMENDING THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KATY, 
TEXAS ORDINANCE NO. 621; CREATING “KATY 
COURT” PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, 
APPROXIMATELY 110 ACRES, SINGLE 
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL AND RESTRICTED 
COMMERCIAL USE DEVELOPMENT LOCATED 
SOUTH OF CLAY ROAD, JUST WEST OF KATY-
HOCKLEY CUT-OFF ROAD IN THE CITY OF 
KATY; ALLOWING FOR FUTURE SUBDIVISION 
OF TRACTS OF LAND WITHIN THE “KATY 
COURT” PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY OF $2,000 FOR EACH 
DAY OF VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION 
OF THIS ORDINANCE; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY.

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 
2995 BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS 
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KATY, TEXAS, ON JULY 12, 2021:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, AMENDING 
ARTICLE 3.02 “TECHNICAL CODES AND 
CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS” OF CHAPTER 3 
“BUILDING REGULATIONS”, OF THE CITY OF 
KATY CODE OF ORDINANCES; CREATING A 
NEW “DIVISION 11 STRUCTURES LOCATED 
IN KATY HERITAGE PARK”; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY AND PROVIDING FOR A 
PENALTY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$2,000.

GRANT SERVICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF PATTISON/WALLER COUNTY is soliciting
service providers for one or more Hazard Mitigation
Assistance (HMA) grants from the Texas Division of
Emergency Management, Texas Water Development Board
and/or other sources, including Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program, Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities, and/or Flood Mitigation Assistance.
Accordingly, the CITY OF PATTISON /WALLER
COUNTY seeks to contract with a qualified service
provider for pre-award and post-award management of
HMA project(s). Please submit 1 copy of your proposal of
services and a statement of qualifications to Attn: CITY OF
PATTISON/WALLER COUNTY, LORENE HARTFIEL, 
citysecretary@pattison.texas.gov.  Proposals must be
received by the City of Pattison/Waller County no later
than 5:00 pm on August 5, 2021, to be considered. The
CITY OF PATTISON/WALLER COUNTY reserves the
right to negotiate with any and all proposers, as per the
Texas Professional Services Procurement Act and the
Uniform Grant and Contract Management Standards.
Minority Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises,
Women Business Enterprises, and labor surplus area firms
are encouraged to submit proposals CITY OF PATTISON/
WALLER COUNTY is an Affirmative Action/Equal
Opportunity Employer.  Servicios de traducción están
disponibles por peticion.

Dental Assistant needed for busy Katy 
area pediatric dental practice. Mon-
Thurs 7:00am-4:30pm. Will train highly 
motivated individual. Send a resume 
and cover letter telling us a little about 
yourself to jobs@katykidsdentist.com

LAKE
MANAGEMENT
Company in Katy

seeking
FIELD SERVICE

TECHNICIAN.
Outside work, hands

on training, no
experience necessary.

Benefits available.
Pay depends on
previous work

experience. Apply in
person - Mon-Fri:
9am to 3pm @

4110 Katy Hockley
Cut-Off Rd, 77493.

281-391-3688

Travers & Travers is a busy family law office in 
Katy looking for a full-time employee.

We are truly a family and are looking for someone 
who wants to join our team on a long-term basis.

Please email resume with salary requirements as 
well as any questions to apply@katylawyer.com

Job Requirements:
- Some college preferred; high school diploma
   required.
- 3+ years of office experience required.
- Previous law firm experience preferred.
- Excellent communication skills, including polite
  and courteous interactions with clients,
  attorneys, and co-workers.
- High level of attention to detail, and ability
  to follow direction and seek clarification when
  needed.
- Ability to organize and prioritize numerous
  tasks and complete them under time constraints.
- Ability to work well both independently and
  within a team concept.
- Ability to handle and maintain confidential
  information.

ADMIN/SECRETARY

COMPETITIVE BIDDING NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

The County of Waller proposes to enter into contract for 
the following items on competitive bid:

Hot-Mix Asphaltic Concrete Pavement
(HMAC) Installation

Bids will be received by the Waller County Auditor, Alan 
Younts, until 2:00 p.m., August 16, 2021 in the office
of County Auditor at 836 Austin Street, Suite 221,
Hempstead, Texas 77445. Bids shall be opened by
Commissioners’ Court at 9:00 a.m. August 18, 2021, in
the Waller County Courtroom, Hempstead, Texas 77445. 
The Court shall award the contract on August 25, 2021, at 
9:00 a.m., in the Waller County Courtroom, during open 
session of Commissioners’ Court to the responsible bidder 
who submits the lowest and best bid.

A contract shall not be awarded to a bidder who is not
the lowest dollar bidder meeting specifications unless,
before the award, each lower bidder is given notice of the
proposed award, and is given an opportunity to appear
before the Commissioners’ Court and present evidence 
concerning the lower bidder’s responsibility.

Bid award shall be based on either unit price or lump sum 
as indicated on the BID SHEET.

Method of payment will be by check upon completion and 
acceptance of the work or the fulfillment of the purchase 
obligation to the County.

Bid Forms may be downloaded from the
Waller County web site at

https://www.co.waller.tx.us/page/BidsAndProposalRequests.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Willow Fork Drainage District, Attention:
Ms. Wendy Duncan, President, Board of Directors, will be received at the office 
of the Engineer, LJA Engineering, Inc., 1904 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 
120, Katy, Texas 77449, until 10:00 a.m., Local Time, Thursday, August 5, 2021, 
and then publicly opened and read for “Construction of the 2019 Hurricane
Harvey Erosion Repairs on Va1, Va9, and Va12 for Willow Fork Drainage
District, Fort Bend County, Texas”. Bidders may elect to submit bids
electronically via https://bids.lja.com.  Due to the pandemic and Federal
guidelines of not gathering in groups of more than 10 people, people of the
public who wish to attend the Bid Opening must do so by telephone. The
telephone number for the Bid Opening is 713.358.8400, Access Code 0917176.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: Repairing various slope 
failures in the District’s Channel Network.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened.  A non-mandatory
audio/web pre-bid conference will be held on Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10:00 
a.m. Local Time. To attend the web-format non-mandatory pre-bid conference, 
go to https://micollabuca.ljaeng.com/call/0937122.  To attend the audio format 
non-mandatory pre-bid conference, dial 713.358.8400, Access Code 0937122.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check, 
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract 
and execute the Bonds on the forms provided, and provide the required insurance 
certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received 
by the Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful bidder 
shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original certified or cashier’s check 
within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Bidding documents may be examined at LJA Engineering, Inc., AGC of Texas, 
Construct Connect, and Amtek or may be obtained by prospective bidders or 
suppliers upon payment of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00 non-refundable plus 
cost of delivery) ($50.00 for electronic copy) for each set of documents at LJA 
Engineering, Inc., 1904 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, Texas  77449 
or at https://bids.lja.com.

A Bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid and bid securities in
compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding
Rules and all electronic Bids and bid securities must be submitted through
https://bids.lja.com.  Bidders must register and obtain bidding documents on this 
website for the required payment amount (if any) to submit an electronic bid.

By submitting a Bid, Bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract Documents
may be accepted, executed or agreed to through the use of an Electronic
Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature 
Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects 
and irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid.  
The Successful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most 
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply 
to this Bid and/or Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be 
terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a 
requirement of that subchapter.

Willow Fork Drainage District

850
HELP WANTED

July 22
Puzzle 

Answers

SUBSCRIBE! 281-391-3141

SENIOR APPLI-
CATION ENGI-
NEER (Brook-
shire, TX) - sought 
by MAN Energy 
Solutions USA Inc. 
responsible for 
providing technical 
support and train-
ing with MAN tur-
bomachinery core 
products.  Travel 
req (at least 20%) 
to various unan-
ticipated locations. 
Apply online at 
https://usa.man-
es.com/careers
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HEREWINDOW CLEANING

KTX Window Cleaning, LLC

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
www.ktxwindowcleaning.com

BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

What’s happened over the last 
few seasons at Texas is truly in the 
past for first-year head coach Steve 
Sarkisian.

“Winning is hard,” he said at Big 
12 Media Days last week.

While that sentiment is unde-
niably true, it’s one that the Texas 
fanbase had heard before. Tom 
Herman said the same thing after 
beginning the 2018 season with a 
loss to Maryland and a seven-point 
win over Tulsa.

The difference is Sarkisian 
himself, who comes to Austin after 
guiding Alabama to a National 
Championship last season as 
offensive coordinator. Before that, 
he turned a winless Washington 
program into a national contender 
in his first head coaching job.

Sarkisian has coached in four 
national championship games and 
won two of them.

That three of Texas’ losses last 
season came by a combined 13 
points helps the case that the Long-
horns are primed to contend for a 
Big 12 title immediately.

“Ultimately, success is our 
style of play and who we are as a 
program, and the consistency we 
do it with,” Sarkisian said. “It’s easy 
to (say) winning a championship 
is successful. That’s the easy part. 
For me as a coach, I’m looking at it 
on a daily basis. When we start to 
answer the why it starts to resonate 
how we do on the field.”

Running back Bijan Robinson is 
a legit Heisman candidate. He had 
704 yards and four touchdowns last 
season, highlighted by a 172-yard, 
three-touchdown performance in 
the lopsided win against Kansas 
State.

Defensive lineman Keondre 
Coburn anchors the defense and 
is a finalist for the Chuck Bednarik 
Award, given annually to the best 
player in college football.

Sarkisian said the quarterback 
battle is still up in the air. Casey 
Thompson threw for four touch-
downs in Texas’ win over Colorado 
in the Alamo Bowl, while Hudson 
Card’s dual-threat ability mirrors 
Sam Ehlinger.

Those players are embracing his 
‘All Gas, No Brakes’ mantra.

“A lot of great things have been 
happening this offseason,” Robin-
son said. “As a personality and a 
brand coming in and changing the 

culture of this team that we might 
not have had last year is pretty cool 
to see. I think it’ll have a huge effect 
on the season.”

Sarkisian is the third Texas 
football coach in eight seasons. The 
pressure from the fans and alumni 
is on to deliver a team that can 
compete for a Big 12 and National 
Championship.

That fact is not lost on Sarkisian.
“When you accept a job, you 

accept all of the job,” he said. “This 
is my third go-around at this head 
coaching thing. At the University 
of Texas, the expectations are very 
high. You have to embrace it and 
understand what they are.”

Even if recent results haven’t 
been the best, Texas is still one of 
the best programs in the country. 
The Longhorns are regularly in the 
Top 10 in recruiting rankings, while 
the facilities are top-notch.

Sarkisian said with six transfers 
and 26 new faces, there are a lot of 
new faces that need to help with 
the shifting mentality of a squad 
loaded with talent and potential.

“(We want) our team to be the 
more mentally, physically tough 
football team that’s committed, 
disciplined and has a real level of 
accountability to the program first, 
to the team first,” Sarkisian said. 
“Not getting up for one game or 
getting up for two games, but that’s 
who we are on a weekly basis.”

PHOTO COURTESY LIZ PARKE/BIG 12 CONFERENCE

Texas head coach Steve Sarkisian speaks to ESPN during Big 12 Football Media Days at AT&T Stadium. 

Sarkisian aiming 
for consistency 
with Longhorns

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes led the way in 
the Texas Girls Coaches Associ-
ation preseason volleyball poll, 
coming in at No. 1 in Class 6A. 

Klein, San Antonio Reagan, 
Flower Mound and V.R. Eaton 
rounded out the top five in the 
6A poll. 

The Spartans finished last 
season with a 25-1 record and 
as state champions, winning 
three sets to one over Klein. 

Seven Lakes lost ten seniors 
to graduation after last season, 
but does return three three-year 
letterman.

Along with Klein, other Hous-
ton area teams included The 
Woodlands, which was ranked 

No. 10 in Class 6A; Fulshear, 
which was ranked No. 2 in Class 
5A and Friendswood, ranked No. 
9 in 5A.

The Spartans will start  prac-
tice Aug. 2, with their first match 
on Aug. 10 at Clear Springs. 
Seven Lakes will open District 
19-6A play against Katy High on 
Sept. 10 in a rematch of last year’s 
Class 6A Region III final. 

Seven Lakes was ranked No. 1 in the Class 6A Texas Girls Coaches Association preseason poll released Monday. 

Seven Lakes tops preseason volleyball poll

“It’s easy to 
(say) winning a 

championship is 
successful. That’s 
the easy part. For 
me as a coach, I’m 
looking at it on a 
daily basis. When 

we start to answer 
the why it starts to 
resonate how we 
do on the field.”

STEVE SARKISIAN, TEXAS LONGHORNS 
HEAD COACH
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PURE SOCCER

years, soccer will become the 
second-most played sport in 
the United States.

“It’s become very fashion-
able,” McKenzie said.

The men created Pure Soc-
cer Katy, a shop and training 
facility that serves players, 
coaches and clubs.

“Like all good ideas, this 
came over a few beers,” McK-
enzie said. “One thing led to 
another, and before we knew 
it, we were opening on July 1, 
2019.”

McKenzie believes one rea-
son soccer is becoming more 
popular is its accessibility. For 
youngsters wanting to try soc-
cer, it’s easy enough to register 
for the Katy Youth Soccer Club, 
a recreational soccer league. 
Families can register their 
players online at katyyouth-
soccer.com, or at an upcoming 
in-person registration event. 
The first in-person event took 
place earlier this month. The 
second and last in-person event 
is from 10-11 a.m. Saturday at 
Pure Soccer Katy.

Online registration closes 
Aug. 1. Coaches will reach 
out to players by Aug. 29. First 
games are set for Sept. 11, 
according to the Katy Youth 
Soccer website.

Registration fees range from 
$110-$140, depending on the 
player’s age, which range from 
5-19 years.

“We’ve tried to collaborate 
with Katy Youth Soccer,” McK-
enzie said. “We’ve always had a 
good relationship, and it works 
both ways.”

Pure Soccer Katy gives play-
ers of all skill levels a chance to 
learn and improve their skills. It 
offers skills camps and indoor 
and outdoor fields for practice.

One such activity is TOCA 
training. A small machine 
“fires” size 3 soccer balls, small-
er than regulation, towards 
a player. The purpose is to 
develop and improve skills and 
technique.

Training is important both 
to improve skills and learn the 
game better. There is more to 
soccer than chasing and kicking 
a ball. McKenzie said some 
parents have a lack of education 
about the pathway that a young 
player might follow to reach the 
next level.

Stoelwinder shared a quote 
from the late Johan Cruyff, a 
respected Dutch soccer player 
and coach. Stoelwinder said 
Cruyff felt one’s level of play 
depended not on what he 
does with the ball, but what he 
does without the ball. A soccer 
match lasts 90 minutes, with a 
player actually touching the ball 
for six of those minutes.

Stoelwinder said Cruyff felt 
that the remaining 84 minutes, 
when a player isn’t touching 
the ball, determines the kind of 
player he is.

“In soccer, you have four 
moments," Stoelwinder said. 
"You have offense, defense, 
transition from offense to 
defense, and transition from 
defense to offense. In two of 
those moments, you don’t have 
the ball. In the other two, you 
do, but only one player has the 
ball.”

Stoelwinder said position-

ing, and the mental approach to 
the game, are important.

“Your feet are just the tools,” 
Stoelwinder said. “It’s way more 
than just using your feet.”

McKenzie said training ses-
sions also involve working with 
volunteer coaches and referees. 
It’s about educating the parents 
as much as the kids.

“It’s really invaluable,” McK-
enzie said. “You have parents 
who are trying to do right by 
their kids.”

Pure Soccer Katy sells soccer 
jerseys, shorts, shin guards, 
socks and footwear for local 
clubs. But it is not a pro shop 
in that it sells replica jerseys or 
other souvenirs from profes-
sional soccer teams. The auto-
graphed jerseys on the wall are 
for decorative purposes.

McKenzie said some 
advanced players don’t like to 
disclose their visits on social 
media. He said this is because 
they fear they might lose their 
competitive advantage.

Pure Soccer Katy will hold 
a 3-on-3 tournament from 10 
a.m.–5 p.m. on Aug. 7. For more 
information, visit the Pure 
Soccer Katy website at puresoc-
cerkaty.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIC HERRERA

Autographed jerseys from professional soccer players can be seen on the wall at Pure Soccer 
Katy . In the foreground is a jersey from Clint Dempsey, who grew up in Texas and went on 
to play for several English Premier League teams. 
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Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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he said. “You can’t go to Texas 
Tech and walk around that campus 
and that field and not fall in love 
with it. It’s just awesome. Every-
thing from the trainers to the 
coaches to the weight room was 
just top notch.”

Brome appreciated that Tadlock 
had kept in contact with him since 
the beginning of the season.

“It was tough but I wouldn’t 
change anything,” Brome said. 
“This is where I want to be and I’m 
so happy it turned out the way it 
did. Texas Tech is legit.”

He was drawn to the program 
by its success on the diamond 
and with sending players to the 
next level. Texas Tech has made 
the College World Series four out 
of the past six years and had nine 
players and four commits selected 
in this year’s MLB draft.

“That’s exactly why I wanted 
to go to Tech, that’s exactly what I 
want,” Brome said. “They com-
pete everyday and that’s the type 
of environment I want to be in. I 
wouldn’t be going there if I didn’t 
want to play at the next level.”

With so many departures from 
the program this year, it opens 
the door for Brome, who can play 
both first base and in the outfield, 
to potentially get playing time as a 
freshman. 

“They play the best guys on the 
team, I just have to show them that I 
can be one of those,” he said. “If I can 
get in there and hit the 98-99 mile an 
hour fastballs that they are going to 
be throwing in intrasquad scrim-
mages and get stronger and faster 
then I think I have a shot to play. But 
I know it’s going to be a lot of work. 
It’s all superstars that play there, it’s 

not like high school anymore.”
Brome, who moved to Texas 

from Washington before the start 
of his freshman year, feels that his 
time at Katy High has prepared 
him for the next step.

“Coach Mac (Tom McPherson) 
does a really good job of getting us 
ready. A lot of people have a love 
hate relationship with him but over 
my four years here I really learned 
to love him. He’s a great coach, 
you just have to figure out how he 
coaches. Once I did, he took my 
game to a new level and made me 
excel on the diamond and on the 
mental side too. It did a lot for me.”

from page B1
BROME

KATY ISD PHOTO

 Katy High graduate Ryan Brome has signed to 
play baseball at Texas Tech University. 
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