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BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Harris County 
law enforcement 
officers have arrested 
Lawrence Reed, a 
resident of the Katy 
area, for the Thursday 
evening shooting 
death of his wife, 
Valerie Junius, Harris 
County Sheriff Ed 
Gonzalez announced 
via social media. The 
shooting appears to 
be the result of ongo-
ing domestic issues 
between the couple.

“The deceased 
female was identified as Reed’s wife. The 
motive for the shooting appeared to be an 

BY NITYA HOSUR
EDITORIAL INTERN

Sanskar, a Maharashtrian cuisine spot, 
was started by Megha Ozarker in 2015 at 
home, and professionally opened on April 
6, 2019. Its purpose is to connect people 
with the culture of Maharashtra, a state 

in India, along with its traditions, Ozarker 
said.

Sanskar is the Sanskrit word for values. 
Ozarker said she chose this to represent her 
passion for passing the cultural values and 
traditions through food and festivities to 

Lawrence Reed is currently 
in custody at the Harris 
County Jail and authorities 
are charging him in the 
murder of his wife, Valerie 
Junius as well as in the 
assault of her two children.

Officers arrest 
Katy area man 
for alleged murder

See ARREST, page A3

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Three deputies with Fort 
Bend County Constable 
for Precinct 3 Chad Norvell 

have been recognized for their ac-
tions which led to the prevention 
of a 17-year-old young woman’s 
death. Officers Gregory Mar-
kovsky, Bryan Steffen and Roger 
Castillo worked cooperatively to 
prevent the teen from jumping off 
the top of a parking garage on July 
7, Norvell said. 

“I appreciate everyone for 
coming out,” Norvell said at a July 
28 award ceremony. “We don’t get 
to honor officers often enough. 
And the media – the way things 
have gone for law enforcement – 
we’re often the most hated (and) 
the most needed on the same day, 
as Paul Harvey said once.” 

The incident that led to the 
three deputies being honored 

began with a report of the young 
woman sitting on the ledge of the 
top floor of a LaCenterra parking 
garage. Officers were dispatched 
to the scene and Castillo engaged 
her in conversation. Markovsky 
and Steffen were then able to 
come up behind her and pull her 
to safety and begin connecting 
her with resources through the 
Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office’s 
Crisis Intervention Team. 

“Honestly, you know, it was dif-
ficult,” Steffen said. “It was scary. 
I’ve been to other suicides before 
where you get on the scene and 
it didn’t work out. Fortunately, 
you know, this time, we get there 
(and) I came up behind her. She 
never saw me. Trying to talk her 
down, I didn’t feel would be a very 
good idea because then she would 
know I was there. So, I grabbed 
ahold of her (and) was able to pull 
her off (the ledge). Markovsky was 
able to help me kind of calm her 

down a little bit.”
Norvell said the parking ga-

rages at LaCenterra have a history 
of suicide attempts and that the 
shopping center’s management is 
planning to make adjustments to 
the facility to help prevent further 
suicides. Two people have taken 
their lives at LaCenterra parking 
garages and two other attempted 
suicides were prevented, he said. 

“I want to also add, we have 
been meeting with LaCenterra 
and they are proactively working 
to find solutions to prevent this in 
the future. Hopefully, with some 
restrictive barriers on top of their 
garage if that’s possible. They’re 
working with their engineers to 
see what they can attach to the 
garage.” 

LaCenterra also provided 
lunch for the awards ceremony in 
appreciation of the officers’ inter-

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Dozens of University of 
Houston-Victoria at Katy 
students walked across the 
stage at the Merrell Cen-
ter this last weekend as 
the school caught up with 
graduations delayed by the 
pandemic. UHV Provost 
Chance Glenn delivered the 
commencement address at 
the event which marked the 
first graduation held since 
COVID-19 first shuttered the 
area last year. 

“I know that you’ve had 
to wait a long time for this, 
and we’re as excited as 
you are,” Glenn said at the 
beginning of his speech. “… 
And before we go into this 
next part, let’s take a quick 
moment and celebrate right 
now. So put your hands to-
gether (and) lift your voices.” 

In his commencement 
address, Glenn said he was 
grateful to be able to hold 
the graduation ceremonies 
and include graduates 

UHV-Katy holds 
commencement 
at Merrell Center

NITYA HOSUR, EDITORIAL INTERN

University of Houston-Victoria graduates stand and sing during the National 
Anthem at the UHV Katy graduation commencement on Saturday, July 31. 
Students were encouraged by UHV Provost Chance Glenn to “go out and do good 
work” with the knowledge they’d gained during their time at the school.

See GRADUATION, page A6

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Pattison City Council ap-
proved the purchase of the 
old Waller County Precinct 
3 Annex at 3410 First Street 
to use as a city office during 
its Aug. 3 meeting. Council 
members also received a 
draft of the city’s compre-
hensive plan from Chris 
Brown, a consultant who 

has been helping the city 
work on the document since 
February of this year.

“This serves as a basis for 
discussion on the future of 
the city,” Pattison Mayor Joe 
Garcia said of the draft plan. 

The document is not 
finalized and Garcia 
emphasized that the plan 
would require fine-tuning 

R. HANS MILLER

Fort Bend County Constable for Precinct 3 Chad Norvell (left) presents Life Saver awards to deputies (from left to right) Gregory Markovsky, Bryan Steffen and 
Roger Castillo on Wednesday, July 28 at the Fort Bend County Precinct 3 Annex. 

      a lifeSavedSaved

See DEPUTIES, page A3

COURTESY MEGHA OZARKER

Misal Pav, prepared fresh at Sanskar. This popular West Indian dish is spicy and served with two gravies that are often mixed 
to suit the diner’s tastes. In India it is often served with salted snacks known as besan farsan. The dish comes with a side of 
fresh-made bread.

Sanskar: A Maharashtrian cuisine hotspot

See SANSKAR, page A3

Deputy constables receive life saver awards after 
preventing teen suicide

Pattison moves forward 
with city office purchase, 
comprehensive plan

See PATTISON, page A3
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Ponds
  6. “Unbelievable” musicians
  9. Invests in little enterprises
13. Longtime Utah Jazz coach
14. Small sailboat
15. “Luther” actor
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Detects underwater o bjects
18. Harsh, grating noise
19. Steward
21. Fencing sword
22. Painful places on the body
23. “Sleepless in Seattle” actress
      Ryan
24. Sodium
25. Engineering degree (abbr.)
28. Small lump
29. African antelope
31. Electronic point of sale
33. Carefully chooses
36. Ringworm
38. Unrefined
39. Drenches
41. Type of pants
44. Son of Noah
45. Spiritual being
46. Upton Sinclair novel
48. Journalist Tarbell
49. Atomic #21 (abbr.)
51. Born  of
52. Rich tapestry
54. S. China seaport
56. Being without clothes
60. Surrounded by

61. Remains
62. Away from wind
63. Dried-up
64. One who can see the future
65. A very large body of water
66. Digs up earth
67. Type of screen
68. Old Norse poet

CLUES DOWN
  1. Millisecond
  2. Spanish city
  3. Sudden, very loud sound
  4. Type of chair
  5. Tin
  6. Sea eagles
  7. Broad volcanic crater
  8. Some animals have it
  9. Ottoman palaces
10. Divulge a secret
11. “A Doll’s House” playwright
12. “It’s a Wonderful Life”
      director
14. Poisonous perennial
17. Gulf in the Aegean
20. Clothes
21. Chairs
23. Family of regulator genes
25. NY ballplayer
26. Impressive in size or scope
27. Jacques __, Fr. biologist
29. Manhattanite
30. Genus of lemurs
32. Sings to

34. River in southern Italy
35. Supplemented with difficulty
37. Farewell
40. Senior officer
42. Utah resident
43. Begets
47. Boy
49. Violently break
50. Brief appearance
52. Expressed pleasure

53. A light informal meal
55. Fabric with smooth finish
56. One billionth of a second
      (abbr.)
57. Ancient Greek City
58. Close tightly
59. Commit
61. A way to communicate
      (abbr.)
65. Heavy metal

814 East Avenue, Ste. G | Katy, TX 77493 | 281-391-5289 | info@katychamber.com

Call to Register

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com
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Katy-based Bible archaeologist heads to Israel
BY MEGAN BIASIOLLI
EDITORIAL INTERN

Local archaeologist Scott 
Stripling left for Israel July 20 
on his first trip back to the 
Holy Land since the pandem-
ic began. Stripling is the pro-
vost for The Bible Seminary in 
Katy and director of excava-
tions for the Association for 
Biblical Research. While in 
Israel, he said he’ll be filming 
with the Trinity Broadcasting 
Network and consulting with 
colleagues.

Stripling is an archae-
ologist with a doctorate in 
Philosophy from Veritas 
International University and 
a masters degree in Biblical 
literature from Assemblies 
of God Theological Semi-
nary who has taken multiple 
archaeological trips to Israel. 
Stripling led a team that 
found a rare Egyptian scarab 
seal in 2019, he said. The ar-
tifact was found in Tel Shiloh 
archaeological site in Sa-
maria using a new wet-sifting 
method to uncover artifacts 
that were previously missed 
by historians. 

“That was very fasci-
nating to see how that new 
technology, in my opinion, 
would revolutionize the way 
that archaeology is done,” 
Stripling said. 

He is also the Director of 

Excavations for the Asso-
ciates for Biblical Research 
at ancient Shiloh, Israel. 
Stripling’s most recent trip 
to Israel was just before the 
COVID-19 pandemic started. 
He was excavating on Mount 
Ebal, going through the dig 
piles there from the 1980s. 

Stripling’s pursuit of 

archaeology started with his 
interest in the biblical text. He 
was fascinated with what the 
Bible meant to the people in 
Israel at the time it was writ-
ten. He believes things people 
struggle to understand about 
the scripture is because of the 
lack of understanding of the 
culture at the time the Bible 

was written. Stripling got 
started in biblical studies and 
then began archaeological 
studies. Then he volunteered 
on excavations and made 
his way through different 
positions until becoming the 
person who is in charge now. 

Stripling said people 
should go to Israel if they are 
interested in history, or if 
they are Christian, because 
it helps to picture and better 
understand the Bible. 

“If someone is interested 
in history or the background 
of the biblical text then they 
have to go to Israel,” Stripling 
said. 

Stripling views the Bible 
as a historic text that can be 
backed up with archaeologi-
cal data. There is biblical bias 
in the academic sector, he 
said. He wrote “The Trowel 
and the Truth: A Guide to 
Field Archaeology in the 
Holy Land” to show how 

the Bible coincides with 
archaeology. His goal is to 
reduce anti-biblical bias and 
refute the misconceptions 
about the Bible not being a 
historical text. 

This most recent trip 
will be Stripling’s first time 
going back to Israel since 
COVID-19 first started. He 
will be filming with Trinity 
Broadcasting Network’s, 
“InGrace.” They will go to the 
City of David, Shiloh, Mich-
mash, and Shechem, he said. 
His trip to Israel will consist 
of filming and excavating at 
the historic site. He will be 
staying in East Jerusalem 
throughout his trip, and he 
plans to visit colleagues in 
other places like Tel Azekah.

Stripling said he will buy 
a new ATV, meet with the 
Israeli Antiquities Authority, 
train a new ceramicist for 
his team and work in a lab 
analyzing artifacts for publi-
cation when he is not filming 
with TBN. 

According to Stripling’s 
website, he will be in Israel 
through Aug. 8 working 
on the Israel film project. 
Stripling said he plans to 
return with students in 2022. 

The Bible Seminary trains 
students and takes them 

to Israel to complete their 
fieldwork. The school does 
not require students to be 
vaccinated to travel to Israel. 
However, the Israeli gov-
ernment requires everyone 
entering the country to either 
be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 and provide proof 
of vaccination or have proof 
of natural immunity against 
the virus that causes the 
life-threatening disease. 

The renewed tensions in 
Israel have people contem-
plating whether it is safe 
traveling there. However, 
Stripling said he was not 
concerned about violence 
in the region. Every conflict 
that occurs in Israel is instant 
world news, he said, while 
crime in Greater Houston is 
only heard about locally.  

“Israel is much safer 
than Houston, statistically,” 
Stripling said. 

Stripling and his team will 
not be in immediate danger 
because the location of their 
dig is far from any unrest, 
he said. They stay in the hill 
country where the rockets 
cannot reach and the team 
maintains neutrality in any 
conflicts. 

“We get along with both 
sides,” Stripling said. 

COURTESY SCOTT STRIPLING

In 2019, Stripling 
found a scarab in 
Israel that had been 
missed by several 
archaeologists 
before him at the 
dig site. Stripling 
said the use of new 
methods at the site 
helped track down 
the seal the scarab 
was depicted on. A 
scarab was a popular 
Egyptian jewelry or 
clay impression in 
the shape of a scarab 
beetle which was 
seen as sacred in 
ancient Egypt. 

COURTESY SCOTT STRIPLING

Scott Stripling being interviewed in Shiloh, Israel. He is the Director of Excavations for the Associates for Biblical Research at 
Khirbet el-Maqatir and Shiloh, Israel. During his current trip to Israel he will be filming with Trinity Broadcasting Network, 
discussing his work in Israel as well as consulting with colleagues in the region.
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August 17th — 8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m.
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Omni Houston Westside, located 
13210 Katy Freeway, Houston TX 77079

• FREE to KAEDC members
      •   $40.00 for non-members       

Registration required – contact Vanessa Wheeless at
vwheeless@katyedc.org for more details.

Brown Eyed Girl by Roxie
A Boutique for the Free Spirited Person

• Lots of Embroidered Clothing
• Girls Clothing
• Beautiful Mexican Clothing
• Jewelry
• Great Gift Items
• Goats Milk Soaps and Lotions
• Root Candles
• Pet Accessories & Gifts
• Original Water Colors
• Talavera Pottery
• Photography Canvas Prints
• Upholstery, Draperies, 

Refinishing and Custom Shutters

30318 2nd Street • Fulshear, Texas 77441
281-468-7036

NEW STORE HOURS effective 8/1!
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm
Closed Sundays and Mondays

EXTRA DISCOUNTS
for TEACHERS – AND STUDENTS!

(Students must show student ID)

@BEGDbyRoxie Browneyedgirlbyroxie

DISCOUNTS
FOR FIRST

RESPONDERS

R. HANS MILLER

Fort Bend County Constable for Precinct 3 Chad Norvell provides opening remarks 
at the ceremony presenting three of his deputies with an award in recognition of 
their efforts that prevented a 17-year-old from taking her own life.

vention in the young wom-
an’s suicide attempt.

Lieutenant Jerome 
Ellis with the FBCSO Crisis 
Intervention Team was also 
on-hand at the ceremony 
and said he appreciated the 
three officers’ work in stop-
ping the teen from killing 
herself. Ellis said he and his 
team have a focus on com-
passionate law enforcement 
that focuses on deescalating 
situations where area resi-
dents are in a mental health 
crisis. Intervention, he said, 
includes follow up with the 
people his team interacts 
with to ensure they are 
connected with the services 
and resources they need to 
improve their situations. 

“We respond to mental 
health crises and partner 
with any agency in Fort 
Bend (County), whether it 
be a municipality, consta-
bles office, EMS – we partner 
with everybody,” Ellis 
said. “And we assist in that 
de-escalation. And then, if 
appropriate, divert from the 
criminal justice system with 
that community member 
and try to usher them into 
the mental health system.” 

Ellis said he and his team 
also work with nonprofits 
in the area to ensure the per-
son in crisis gets connected 
to whatever is needed to get 
their lives straightened out.

The process of connect-
ing people to resources is a 
cautious one and involves 
compassion, he said. Peo-
ple experiencing mental 
health strains need to be 
approached with respect 
and consideration, as well as 
the realization that they’ve 
been through some sort of 
trauma.

As an example, Ellis 
said the family of the young 
woman that was helped 
by Markovsky, Steffen and 
Castillo would likely be 
contacted by telephone 
first, then additional follow 
ups would commence as 
the family was comfortable 
with the situation. The long- 
term goal is to ensure she is 
healthy and able to improve 
her situation. 

“Crisis intervention is 
really just a commitment to 
compassion,” Ellis said. “And 
it takes two things – effec-
tive leadership and great 
partnership.”

from page A1
DEPUTIES

ongoing domestic distur-
bance between Reed and 
Junius. Two other family 
members, a 16-yr-old male 
& a 21-yr-old female, both 
children of Junius, were also 
wounded in the shooting,” 
Gonzalez said. 

The incident occurred 
in the 2700 block of Roaring 
Oaks Lane southeast of the 
intersection of Morton and 
North Mason roads. Officers 
responded to a call at about 
8:40 p.m. where Reed had 
barricaded himself into his 
home. Gonzalez said a SWAT 
team was called to help with 
the situation and Reed later 
surrendered to them without 
further incident. 

The condition of the 
Junius’s two children is not 
known at this time and Katy 
Times has reached out to 

HCSO for an update. 
Reed is currently being 

held at the Harris County 
Jail and is charged with one 
count of aggrivated assault of 
a family member, one charge 
of aggrivated assault of a 
family member with a deadly 
weapon, and one count of 
murder. Bonds for those 
charges exceed $1 million. 
He is also being held for an 
unrelated traffic violation. 

A court appearance is 
scheduled for Aug. 2 ac-
cording to Harris County Jail 
records. 

“Our condolences go out 
to the family. Our gratitude 
to all HCSO personnel that 
responded to the scene, 
including EMS and our part-
ners at Harris County Pct 5 
Constables Office,” Gonzalez 
said.

from page A1
ARREST

the next generation. It also represents 
her drive to provide safe and healthy 
food to her customers. 

“I tell everyone who comes to 
Sanskar that this food is eaten by my 
family every day,” Megha said. “What-
ever I provide for my family is good, 
and my customers are my extended 
family.”

Megha said she prides herself 
on sanitation and has consistently 
received scores above 95 on Harris 
County food safety tests and inspec-
tions.

The concept of Sanskar started 
in 2015, Ozarker said. She was an IT 
worker and catered from home on the 
side. With customer encouragement 
and her own ambitions, she wished 
to expand Sanskar into a commercial 
setting. Her son and husband were 
also supportive of her dream. When 
she first suggested the idea to her hus-
band, he told her it was her decision 
and to follow her passion. Both her 
son and husband help her when they 
can, she said.

Before the pandemic, Ozarker said 
the business was doing well. She had 
established a good customer base and 
although she didn’t actively advertise 
Sanskar, word of mouth brought her 
business. When the pandemic hit, 
most shops and areas closed down, 
and Sanskar was no exception. For a 
couple of months, she said she won-
dered if this was the end for Sanskar. 
However, Ozarker realized she could 
restart her original business idea of 
catering and takeout. She ran the 
idea by customers, who supported 
the change. In March 2020, Sanskar 
switched to catering and takeout only. 
Ozarker said her plan succeeded and 
she now serves hundreds of custom-
ers per week.

Ozarker said she ensures her 
restaurant is unique in multiple 
ways. She rotates the menu daily so 
her customers always have some-
thing new to try. Meals are prepared 
fresh every day. Often, she said, she 
puts in seven to eight hours per day, 
waking up between 5 and 6 a.m. and 
working until 6:30-7 p.m. She also 
caters to specialized diets. She offers 
vegetarian and vegan options and 
said she personally contacts each 
customer to ensure she accommo-
dates food allergies.

Before the pandemic, Ozarker also 
hosted special events. She started 
Sanskar with two departments in 
mind: the cultural department and 
the food department. First, she said 
that she would choose a traditional 

SANSKAR
406 W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. 360
Katy, TX 77494
714-600-4285
www.sanskarllc.com
www.facebook.com/Sanskarllc

COURTESY MEGHA OZARKER

Megha Ozarker is the owner of Sanskar, a 
Maharastran restaurant in the Katy area. Vada 
Pav, right, a local delicacy of Maharashtra, is a 

vegetarian sandwich made of a deep-fried potato 
dumpling placed inside of a sliced bun. It is usually 
served with one or more chutneys and green chilis. 

Indian play with cultural impor-
tance. She and her family would 
then make sets for the plays by 
hand. Ozarker would also hire 
actors from India to take part in 
the play. After the play, Ozarker 
would serve them food associated 
with the performance. In this way, 
she said, she connected the food 
aspect of Maharashtra with its 
cultural vibrance, creating a rich 

performance.
Sanskar displays a variety of 

traditional Maharashtrian options 
and ensures that its food is han-
dled and prepared properly. Ozark-
er connects the cultural aspects 
of India with food and celebrates 
each festival with new dishes. 

“I’m not thinking about the 
business,” Megha said. “I just want 
to give good quality food.”

from page A1
SANSKAR
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by council members, the city’s 
planning commission and through 
feedback from residents. The plan 
will help the city address infrastruc-
ture needs and ensure the growth 
that is expected to come to the Pat-
tison area is managed in a way that 
is beneficial to current and future 
residents. 

The purchase of the new city 
office was approved by council 
members unanimously, but Garcia 
said the sale of the building to the 
city will also need to be approved 
by the Waller County Commis-
sioners Court at one of that body’s 
upcoming meetings. Garcia said 
the building and land would cost 
just under $67,000, and the building 
is structurally sound and could be 
adapted to the city’s needs. 

Randall Flowers, a member of 
the city’s planning commission, said 
the location for the building was 
ideal.

“Provided all those plans (for city 
improvements) get through as de-
signed, that building sits right smack 

dab in the middle of where the 
epicenter of all this improvement is,” 
Flowers said. “And the city needs a 
landmark there (such as) an admin-
istration building or something.” 

Council also approved a lighting 
ordinance intended to prevent 
excessive light pollution in the area. 
The new ordinance allows excep-
tions for properties within city limits 
that have already been developed, 
freeing residents, businesses and 
other property owners from having 
to bring their properties in com-
pliance with the new city rule. 
However, all future development or 
redeveloped properties will need to 
comply, Garcia said. 

Council denied the application 
for a hardship permit by Octavio 
Ramirez, who had requested council 
allow the permit so he and his wife 
could live in a mobile home on his 
property for one year while a perma-
nent house was being built. Ramirez 
had already installed the trailer on 
his property on Royal Road and 
claimed he later found out that he’d 

been given incorrect information by 
the county. 

Council members noted that 
the county does not have the right 
to overrule city ordinances related 
to zoning or building rules and 
Ramirez should have known that 
his property was within city limits. 
They also noted that, due to his ex-
perience in construction, Ramirez 
should have been aware of the 
need for proper permitting before 
moving the mobile home onto 
the property. Council gave him 30 
days to remove the trailer from the 
property. 

Garcia also nominated Lya 
Coulter and Debra M. Reyes to serve 
two-year terms on the city’s plan-
ning commission. Both nominations 
were approved unanimously, and 
Coulter and Reyes said they looked 
forward to serving on the commis-
sion and helping to fine-tune the 
comprehensive plan. 

“I’m glad, and I appreciate your 
willingness to step up,” Garcia said 
to the two new commissioners.



Will Donald Trump’s 
endorsements in 
the 2022 Republican 

primaries be a double-edged 
sword for the party?

Based on the surprising 
results of this week’s special 
House runoff election in Texas, 
they could be.

The Republican-only elec-
tion in a congressional district 
near Fort Worth was a runoff 
between Susan Wright, who 
was endorsed by Trump, and a 
freshman state representative 
named Jake Ellzey.

According to all the experts, 
Wright should have won fairly 
easily. She was the widow of 
Rep. Don Wright, whose 
COVID-19 related death in 
February triggered the election. 
She was a solid conservative in 
a conservative district.

And she had the backing of 
Donald Trump.

Trump did not appear in 
person for her, and local pols 
say his support was “half-heart-
ed,” but the ex-president ap-
peared in TV spots for her and 
his political action committee 
gave her money and bought ads 
attacking Ellzey.

When the votes were 
counted, however, Ellzey beat 
Wright with relative ease, 53 to 
47 percent.

Ellzey is a former Navy com-
bat pilot and a conservative who 
out-hustled Wright and was en-
dorsed by former Texas governor 
Rick Perry and fellow combat 
veteran Rep. Dan Crenshaw.

After he won, Ellzey said his 
victory proved that the people 
of his district wanted a positive 
“Reagan Republican outlook for 
the future of our country.”

Evoking my father’s name 
always makes me smile.

But Ellzey’s win makes 
me wonder about how much 
Trump will help or hurt Repub-
licans next fall when they hope 
to regain the House and Senate.

When Trump enthusiastical-
ly endorses one candidate in a 
primary and gets his followers 
to come to the polls to defeat 
the others, he runs the danger 
of hurting the party’s chances in 
the general election.

To win in the fall — as we 
painfully learned last year — 
Republicans have to do more 
than just get out their base.

They also have to capture 
the votes of independents and 
moderate Democrats.

When I look at the 2022 
mid-terms, I think, “Yeah, as a 

candidate you might want Don-
ald Trump’s unconditional and 
avid support in the Republican 
primary. But how are you going 
to win-over those independents 
and moderate Democrats in the 
fall?”

Those crucial voters may 
end up hating you – because of 
their hatred of Trump – more 
than they hate the way the 
Pelosi-Biden Democrats are 
wrecking the economy, blowing 
up the Southern border and 
mishandling the war against 
COVID.

And so Donald Trump be-
comes a double-edged sword—
you want his endorsement for 
the Republican primary, but 
because of him in the general 
election you’re liable to lose in-
dependents, suburban women 
and moderate Democrats.

And to win you are going to 
need those voters – just as my 
father did in 1980. He won not 
because Republicans showed 
up and voted for him, but be-
cause millions of independents 
and moderate Democrats did.

Wright should have been 
elected. Most wives who run for 
their dead husband’s seats do 
so. She had the feel-sorry vote 
and the name recognition. Plus, 
she had the support of Trump 
and Sen. Ted Cruz.

But Ellzey upset her.
It was a special election, so 

turnout was low, and it may 
have been a one-off election 
that means nothing for next fall.

Or it could be a wake-up call 
for the GOP’s leaders – a warn-
ing that Trump’s power within 
the Republican Party could hurt 
their big plans for next fall.

Wright’s surprise loss also 
should force the party’s grand 
poohbahs to ask themselves, 
what was it that Dan Crenshaw 
knew that they should also 
know?

Michael Reagan, the son of 
President Ronald Reagan, is 

an author, speaker and pres-
ident of the Reagan Legacy 

Foundation. Send comments 
to reagan@caglecartoons.com 

and follow @reaganworld on 
Twitter.
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Trump's 
endorsements can 

hurt the GOP

Even with this year’s emo-
tionally jarring MLB season 
– featuring widespread fan 

misbehavior, COVID-19 postpone-
ments, and a game suspension 
caused by a shooting in Washing-
ton, D.C. – it’s generally accepted 
(as stated by Jimmy Dugan in the 
film “A League of Their Own”) that 
“There’s no crying in baseball.”

Well, apparently, Tom Hanks 
has never been a fan of the hapless, 
heartbreaking Texas Rangers. The 
Rangers are currently having one 
of their worst seasons ever, and 
that’s saying something.

In fact, the only time I’ve ever 
“almost” wept over a sporting 
event (other than that time I ac-
cidentally put on my athletic cup 
backwards in junior high football) 
was in game six of the 2011 World 
Series when the Rangers lost to 
St. Louis after coming within one 
strike of winning the whole box of 
puppies – twice.

I was so distraught that I could 
barely bring myself to watch them 
go down in ultimate defeat in 
game seven, wishing I had chosen, 
instead, to witness something less 
tragic – like a double feature of 
“Old Yeller” and “Titanic.”

And here they are again, 
stumbling through the 2021 season 
like President Joe Biden trying to 
navigate a spiral staircase on roller 
skates. But that didn’t stop me 
from joining my family on a recent 
trip to Arlington, Texas, to watch 
the perennially putrid Rangers suf-
fer in brand-new Globe Life Field, 
which, from the outside, looks 
like a giant mobile home under 
construction.

Fortunately, we were gifted with 
some tickets in a luxury suite with 
its own private restroom, which 

makes nine innings of slaughter 
a bit more tolerable. The suite 
included a buffet of hamburgers, 
hot dogs, nachos, sodas, popcorn, 
candy, peanuts, ice cream and all 
the other reasons we needed a 
private restroom.

Once the initial novelty wore off 
(after about two pitches) and I had 
devoured every edible item in the 
suite, my youngest teenage daugh-
ter grew bored and began accusing 
me of causing climate change by 
throwing peanut shells on the floor 
of the seating area. She then chal-
lenged me in a mixed-martial-arts 
tickle fight. Did I mention we had a 
private restroom?

My middle daughter insisted 
on spending the bulk of the game 
exploring the stadium’s concession 
areas on a quest for sushi. Yes, that’s 
right, sushi – at a baseball game. 
And, to my disbelief, she found 
some – for only about the price of 
an official Texas Rangers jersey 
signed by Nolan Ryan and stained 
with the blood of Robin Ventura.

Naturally, I tried some of this 
elusive ballpark cuisine. Did I men-
tion we had a private restroom?

Watching the Rangers flail 
around on the field brought back 
memories of my own ignominious 
experience with America’s pastime 
in little league. Although my 
long-suffering dad tried his best 

to help me hold the bat correct-
ly, keep my eye on the ball, and 
stop gnawing on my glove in the 
outfield, I never could accept that 
being an effective baseball player 
required occasional running – and 
practice doing something other 
than visiting the concession stand.

Still, I did enjoy our family 
trips to the old Arlington Stadium 
to watch the Rangers lose in the 
1970s. I remember the faint aroma 
of cigarette smoke mingled with 
cotton candy, popcorn, and all the 
ballpark delights to distract a kid 
from whatever the score was at 
the time. At one game, Mom and 
Dad even bought me a little stuffed 
Texas Rangers doll that I named 
“Billy Martin” after the volatile and 
often hilarious Rangers manager at 
the time.

These days, I only get out my 
Billy Martin doll when the Rangers 
make a rare, ill-fated playoff run 
(or during scary thunderstorms.)

Yes, the Texas Rangers are hav-
ing an embarrassing season – again. 
Yes, they have resorted to slinging 
second-rate sushi at their stadium. 
And I still haven’t forgiven them for 
kinda sorta making me cry when 
they lost the World Series. But they 
do have their moments, and I can’t 
help rooting (secretly) for the team 
I loved as a kid, especially when I 
can go to a game and have my own 
private restroom.

Jase Graves is an award-
winning humor columnist from 

East Texas. His columns have 
been featured in Texas Escapes 

magazine, The Shreveport Times, 
The Longview News Journal, and 

The Kilgore News Herald. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.

net.

Who says there's no crying 
in baseball?
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Where Christian businesses meet
281-560-3898 (Text or Call)

Monthly networking breakfast on 3rd Friday
of each month at 7 am. Open to the public.
Visit our website or like us on Facebook for 

event information and registration.
Katychristianchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS
KATY BIBLE CHURCH

2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273
WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

TRIBUTES

Gilbert J. Hegemeyer 
passed away on July 27, 
2021 at the age of 87 years. 
He was born to the late 
Eddie C. Hegemeyer and 
Viola (Rinn) Hegemeyer on 
August 20, 1933 in Austin 
County, Texas.  He spent 
most of his childhood in 
New Ulm, Texas before 
moving to Houston, Texas 
and marrying the love of his 
life, Emily (Kuhn) Hege-
meyer on November 26, 
1960.

Gilbert attended 
Henkhaus Elementary 
School and Columbus High 
School before enlisting in 
the Army.  He began his Ba-
sic Training on May 4, 1954 
at Fort Bliss and finished 
his Quartermaster Training 
in Fort Lee, Virginia, before 
being sent to Wurzburg 
Germany as a Specialist 
3rd Class in the 1st Infantry 
Division.  After returning to 
Fort Riley, Kansas, he was 
honorably discharged in 
May 1956. 

Gilbert worked for 
TRW Mission in Houston 
for 17 years, Gulf Oil and 
Halliburton. He also ran 
Gilbert’s A/C and Heating 
Service for several years 
before retiring in 2001.

One of Gilbert’s favorite 
pastimes was sharing his 
expertise on repairing old 

cars with his grandsons, 
Cody and John Pyka.  He 
loved gardening and 
traveling overseas.  While 
employed at Halliburton 
he donated much time and 
effort helping with their 
Annual Leukemia Society 
Jog-A-Longs (a 5 mile walk 
for life) and walked many 
miles as a member of the 
Katy Mills Mile Walker 
Club. 

Gilbert was a member of 
St. Bartholomew Catholic 
Church where he worked 
on the founding committee 
in 1960 and ushered on 
weekends.

Gilbert loved to share 
stories of his childhood 
with his grandsons, espe-
cially the one he told them 

about his father paying the 
doctor who delivered him 
with a bottle of whiskey 
and the time the lightning 
strike killed his prize tur-
keys that he was planning 
to show at an agriculture 
function.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Eddie and 
Viola Rinn) Hegemeyer 
and his brothers Newton 
and Eddie Hegemeyer, Jr.  
He is survived by his wife 
of 61 years, Emily Kuhn 
Hegemeyer, a son Joel He-
gemeyer and wife Diana, a 
daughter Jacqueline Hege-

meyer Fisher and husband 
Keith, grandsons Cody and 
John Pyka, step-grand-
son Daniel Fisher and 
Amy Acosta Fisher, two 
great-grandchildren Sara 
and Ethan Fischer, sisters 
Lucille Gross and Deloris 
Kutra of Sealy, brother 
William Hegemeyer of Cat 
Spring, plus many nieces, 
nephews and friends.

Serving as pallbear-
ers are Cody Pyka, John 
Pyka, Clinton Hegemey-
er, Michael Gross, Craig 
Kutra and Nathan Kuhn. 
Honorary pallbearers are 
Brian Hegemeyer, Edward 
Hegemeyer, Nathan Hege-
meyer, and Chris Gurecky. 
Readings will be done by 
Steven Kutra.  

Visitation will be held on 
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, August 1, 2021 
at Schmidt Funeral Home, 
1508 East Avenue, Katy with 
a rosary to be recited at 7:00 
p.m.

Mass was celebrated 
at 10:00 a.m. on Mon-
day, August 2, 2021 at St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle 
Catholic Church, 5356 11th 
St., in Katy, with the Rev. 
Wayne Wilkerson, Cele-
brant.

Interment was held 
at 2:00 p.m. at St. Roch’s 
Catholic Church Cemetery 
in Mentz, 1600 Frelsburg 
Road, Alleyton, Texas 
78935.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in mem-
ory of Gilbert Hegemeyer to 
St. Bartholomew Catholic 
Church, 5356 Eleventh 
Street, Katy, Texas (www.
St-Bart.org), St. Roch’s 
Catholic Church, 1600 
Frelsburg Road, Alleyton, 
Texas 78935, or Citizens for 
Animal Protection, 17555 
Katy Freeway, Houston, 
Texas 77094.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue
Katy, Texas  77493

(281) 391-2424

GILBERT J. HEGEMEYER
1933-2021

James Lynch “J.L.” Rose 
Jr., passed away on Monday, 
July 26, 2021. He died peace-
fully of natural causes while 
at home with his wife Bessie. 
J.L. was born on July 5, 1937, 
in Houston, Texas, to James 
Lynch “Jim” Rose Sr., and 
Audrey Inez Montgomery 
Rose. J. L. grew on the Katy 
prairie south of town and at-
tended Katy High School. He 
married Bessie Ann Sturm 
on June 22, 1963, in Katy 
and they had four children, 
David, Brian, Diane, and 
Brenda.

J.L. was a talented equip-
ment operator and industri-
al equipment designer with 
two patents to his credit. 
He worked as a rice farmer, 
bridge constructor, pipeline 
equipment manufacturer 
and retired from the Brook-
shire-Katy Drainage District 
after working for many years 
as field manager.

J.L. leaves behind his 
wife of 58 years, Bessie Ann 
Sturm Rose; son Brian Rose 
and wife Kara; daughters 
Diane Moore and Brenda 
Kolek; and daughter-in-law 
Karen Rose; grandchildren 
Evelyn, Daniel, Faith, and 
Carolyn Rose, Kolby Parker, 
Katherine Moore, Tyler and 
Stephen Kolek, and Carson 
and Madison Rose. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; son David Rose; 
son-in-law James Kolek; and 
sister Audrey Rose Thomas.

The family received 
friends from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Au-
gust 3, 2021 at the Schmidt 
Funeral Home East Avenue 
Chapel, in Katy, where 
funeral services were held 
at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
August 4, 2021, with Rev. 
Dotti Dumas Officiating. 
Interment in Katy Magnolia 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers you may 
make donations to Christ 
Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 
507, Pattison, Texas 77466; 
or Pattison Volunteer Fire 
Department, P.O. Box 442, 
Pattison Texas 77466.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue
Katy, Texas 77493

(281) 391-2424

JAMES LYNCH “J.L.” ROSE, JR.
1937-2021

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Joe Hegar, who served as city 
attorney for Katy for 31 years, 
passed away on July 29, the city 
announced via social media. 
Hegar worked with the city from 

April of 1979 until May of 2010. 
“Joe was a kind man and was 

highly regarded by those who 
knew him. Prayers for peace and 
comfort to the family,” Katy City 
Council Member Janet Corte said 
in response to the announce-
ment. 

Katy Mayor Bill Hastings 
praised Hegar as one of the finest 
men he’s ever known and noted 
that he played a very import-
ant role in the city’s history and 
would be missed. 

“Our sympathy and prayers 
are with his loved ones, friends, 

and the Katy community during 
this time of great loss,” the city’s 
official statement read. 

Details for Hegar’s funeral 
services had not been announced 
in time for publication, but will be 
posted at https://bit.ly/3iYyXDC 
once they have become available.

JOE HEGAR
1933 - 2021

Former Katy city attorney Hegar passes
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
TO DISCUSS BUDGET AND 

PROPOSED TAX RATE
The Katy Independent School District will hold a public meeting at 4:00 p.m., August 
23, 2021 in the Boardroom, Education Support Complex, 6301 South Stadium Lane, 
Katy, Texas 77494. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school district’s 
budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted.  Public participation 
in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a 
later date may not exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes 
a revised notice containing the same information and comparisons set out below and 
holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per Student

Last Year’s Rate

Rate to Maintain Same
  Level of Maintenance &
  Operations Revenue &
  Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate

$0.9988

$0.9949

$0.9617

$0.3900

$0.4292

$0.3900

$1.3888

$1.4241

$1.3517

$7,376

$7,486

$7,645

$3,862

$3,900

$4,204 

* The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
   The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years of age 
or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 
person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless of 
changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before 
requiring voter approval at an election is $1.39091.  This election will be automatically 
held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the voter-approval rate of $1.39091.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by 
a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 
state aid payment:  

 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s)  $274,262,196
  
 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)  $  61,353,656

A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in 
maintenance and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

Maintenance Tax

School Debt Service Tax 
Approved by Local Voters

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Bonded Indebtedness

Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*    $1,801,090,230
*Outstanding principal.

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding fiscal year 
and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for each of the 
following expenditure categories:

 Maintenance and operations   2.8567  % (increase) or ________ % (decrease)

 Debt service   7.1965  % (increase) or ________ % (decrease)

 Total expenditures   3.5923  % (increase) or ________ % (decrease)

$0.9617 / $100  (Proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

$0.3900 / $100  (Proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Tax Code Section 26.04)

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

*     “Appraised value” is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(8).
**   “New property” is defined by Tax Code Section 26.012(17).
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(10).

Total appraised value* of all property

Total appraised value* of new property**

Total taxable value*** of all property

Total taxable value*** of new property**

$ 52,928,361,023

$ 1,688,107,126

$ 48,132,317,884

$ 1,419,373,103

$ 49,554,167,998

$ 1,997,222,606

$ 45,000,749,456

$ 1,540,382,336

Average Market Value of Residences

Average Taxable Value of Residences

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value

Taxes Due on Average Residence

Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Last Year This Year
$   317,292

$  285,336

$  1.35170

$  3,857

$ 70 

$   304,133

$   272,689

$   1.38880

$   3,787   

EDUCATION

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The University of Hous-
ton-Victoria’s Specialist in 
School Psychology program 
has been awarded national 
accreditation by the Na-
tional Association of School 
Psychologists, according to 
a UHV press release. The 
recognition makes UHV’s 
program, which is offered 
through its Katy campus, 
one of only 13 in Texas ac-
credited by the association. 

“This is a historic accom-
plishment for the School 
of Arts & Sciences because 
school psychology is the 
first nationally accredited 
program in the school,” said 
Dean of the UHV School 
of Arts & Sciences Craig 
Goodman.

The program’s recog-
nition will be beneficial to 
graduates because it shows 
potential employers that 
UHV’s school psychology 
program is above average, 
Goodman said. On the other 
hand, he said, it also draws 
more students to UHV and 
UHV Katy to continue to 
build the program up. That 
subsequently leads to more 
resources for the school to 
tap into, he said. 

Accreditation also 

allows students the liberty 
of obtaining post-graduate 
certifications and licenses 
more easily, the press release 
said. Without the recogni-
tion, graduates are required 
to provide comprehensive 
course lists, evidence of their 
training, a portfolio of their 
training and experience and 
other application materials. 
Accreditation allows them to 
bypass that process.

The effort to gain accredi-
tation took nearly a year and 
involved the collection of a 
great deal of data on the part 
of faculty and staff. 

“Dr. Elise Hendricker 

and Dr. Shannon Viola lead 
our efforts, and they had to 
go through and review the 
course curriculum, there 
was a site visit, they had to 
collect data on outcomes 
and prepare a long report, 
so it took them the better 
part of a year to collect all 
the data and everything they 
needed to report to the na-
tional accreditation agency,” 
Goodman said. 

The accreditation will last 
for six years and began Aug. 
1. Viola, a UHV associate 
professor and director of the 
school psychology pro-
gram, said the effort to get 

accreditation began before 
the formal reports were 
compiled as UHV worked to 
fine-tune its school psychol-
ogy program. 

“After years of compil-
ing reports, adjusting our 
program and courses, and 
an intensive review process, 
we are proud to reach this 
milestone for our program 
and the students we serve,” 
Viola said.

Hendricker, also an as-
sociate professor and chair 
of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Division at UHV, 
echoed Viola’s statements 
and said the program is also 
unique from a remote learn-
ing standpoint. 

“UHV’s certification is 
especially exciting because 
our program is one of the 
few that offers a distance 
learning option,” Hendricker 
said. “Normally, school psy-
chology programs require 
students to be on campus 
and learn in person. This 
stamp of approval shows 
that online learning can be 
just as effective.”

UHV student Juliet Polk 
of Richmond just finished 
her practicum with Lamar 
ISD. She had been a teacher 
for 11 years prior to pursu-
ing school psychology. She 
became interested in school 
psychology after working 
with students to help them 

get testing for disabilities 
and special accommoda-
tions. 

Polk said she was glad 
the school had gotten 
accreditation and acknowl-
edged that the program at 
UHV had helped her devel-
op the skills she needs in 
her chosen field, as well as 
giving her the tools to help 
students. 

“Accreditation is an 
overdue honor,” Polk said. 
“UHV’s program is excellent, 
especially when it comes to 
the faculty members. They 
are always ready to go above 
and beyond to help students 
understand concepts and 
prepare for their careers.”

Drs. Elise Hendricker (left) and Viola Shannon (right), both associate professors at 
the University of Houston-Victoria, worked over the last year to collect the data 
and materials to help the university’s School Psychology program earn national 
accreditation through the National Association of School Psychologists. The 
accreditation covers all UHV campuses, including the one in Katy.

UHV psychology earns national accreditation
“UHV’s certification is especially exciting 

because our program is one of the few that 
offers a distance learning option. ... This stamp 
of approval shows that online learning can be 

just as effective.”
 

— DR. ELISE HENDRICKER, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AT UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON-VICTORIA

from page A1
GRADUATION

from spring 2020, summer 
2020, fall 2020 and spring 
2021 classes in the event. 
Many of those students had 
been unable to walk the 
stage last year in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Many of the graduates 
and ceremony attendees 
wore masks, but that didn’t 
stop them from yelling in 
celebration and congratula-
tions at the ceremony. 

Melissa Solis was one 
of the students who was 
grateful for the chance to 
participate in the Saturday 
afternoon ceremony. Solis 
received her Bachelor of 
Arts in English from UHV in 
the spring of 2020 but was 
unable to participate in a 
ceremony until Saturday. She 
said she had been disap-
pointed the year before and 
was very happy to be able to 
make up for it this year. 

“I’m just looking forward 
to celebrating this moment 
with my family,” Solis said. 

Kimberly Goodman was 
excited to see her daughter, 
Christina Goodman, gradu-
ate Saturday afternoon. She 
said she hadn't been worried 
about her daughter walk-
ing the stage, because her 
daughter was determined.  

“She wouldn’t have had 
it any other way,” Kimberly 
said. 

Glenn encouraged the 
hundreds of UHV graduates, 
whether able to participate 
in the ceremony or not, 
to keep a similar level of 
determination. He said the 
knowledge the students had 
gained during their time at 
UHV would serve them well 
and reminded them that 

knowledge is an opportunity 
not only to lift themselves 
up but their communities 
and professions as well. 

“So, therefore, being 
thankful, being grateful, 
being gracious, compassion-
ate and understanding are all 
signs that the knowledge that 
you have obtained makes 
you worthy of this omen and 
the responsibility that we all 
have for the planet and each 
other,” Glenn said. 

UHV Student Body Pres-
ident Tiarah Figueroa also 
spoke and led the assem-
bled graduates and guests 
in a moment of reflection. 
She spoke about the crises 

the world has seen in the 
past and those that may 
come and encouraged the 
audience to put those out 
of their minds and live in 
the present for a moment of 
reflection on the importance 
of graduation. 

“My understanding is 
that the purpose of taking a 
moment to reflect is to help 
each of us focus on this mo-
ment and time, to be appre-
ciative of our past, present 
and future,” Figueroa said. 
“… We offer this moment in 
time for each of you to re-
flect on why you were here, 
how you came to be here 
and where you may go.”   

NITYA HOSUR, EDITORIAL INTERN

Graduates were spaced apart and some chose not to walk the stage due to COVID-19 concerns at the graduation ceremony for 
the University of Houston-Victoria’s Katy campus. 

NITYA HOSUR, EDITORIAL INTERN

University of Houston-Victoria Provost Chance Glenn delivers the commencement 
address at the Merrell Center for graduates of the School of Arts and Sciences on 
July 31. 
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It was a long road for Ty 
Hymel to get his first win in 
the NASCAR Advanced Auto 
Parts Weekly Series. 

For six years Hymel has 
raced in the series, coming 
close to victory numerous 
times. But it wasn’t until July 
17 when he finally claimed a 
checkered flag and got to park 
in victory lane at Houston 
Motorsports Park. 

“Really it was just a sigh of 
relief,” the 21-year-old Hymel 
said. “My whole life I’ve 
known I could do it and I’ve 
known my whole life that all I 

ever wanted to do was race. I 
just remember coming out of 
turn four, seeing that check-
ered flag and knowing that 
we had won the race. It was a 
feeling of ‘finally we actually 
did it,' me and my team were 
finally able to do what so 
many thought we were inca-
pable of doing.”

It was a big moment for 
the Katy native and Katy 
high graduate, who had been 
waiting for years for that exact 
moment. 

“It’s been countless hours 
of constantly working,” Hymel 
said. “There’s so much that 
goes into the work on the race 
car and on the business side 

as well. I’ve been doing this 
for the past six years, but I’ve 
been working on this for as 
long as I remember. I grew up 
watching race film, I would 
mow grass and work different 
jobs and save every penny 
that I had so I could buy a car 
and start racing. It’s been a 
long journey.”

Hymel’s race showcased a 
bounce back from a disap-
pointment he had in Alabama 
in June. 

He had driven from Katy 
to Mobile to race but learned 
at the track that his car had an 
intake manifold leak, prevent-

Katy high grad Hymel scores first racing win, sets bigger goals
COURTESY  

TY HYMEL

Ty Hymel 
stands in 

victory lane 
at Houston 

Motorsports 
Park after 

winning 
the NASCAR 

Advanced Auto 
Parts Weekly 

Series race on 
July 17.

See HYMEL, page B6

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Angela Spurlock has 
done plenty over her 24 
years as a head basketball 
coach.

The leader of the Seven 
Lakes girls basketball 
team achieved yet anoth-
er accomplishment this 
summer, as she was named 
the president of the Texas 
Association of Basketball 
Coaches for the 2021-2022 
school year.

“TABC has been an 
integral part of my coaching 
career.  In many ways this 
professional organization 
has helped mold the coach 
I am today,” Spurlock said.  
“Because of TABC, I have had 

the privilege to collaborate 
and build relationships with 
high school coaches across 
this great state, as well as 
college coaches at all levels 
across the country.  One of 
my visions as president is to 
continue to provide tools to 
build and develop coaches in 
their careers.  Our commu-
nities, schools, and athletes 
deserve the best we have to 
offer as coaches.”

Spurlock, who has over 
500 career coaching victo-
ries, has been the head girls 
coach at Seven Lakes for 16 
years.

She has also led her 
teams to district champi-
onships 13 different times, 

Seven Lakes coach 
Spurlock excited
to head up TABC

Grimes is first Cougar 
selected in first round 
of draft in over 30 years
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

When Quentin Grimes 
name was called in the first 
round of the NBA draft on 
Thursday, he let it all out. 

The University of Hous-
ton standout was selected 
with the 25th pick by the 
New York Knicks, making 
him the first University of 
Houston player selected in 
the first round since Greg 
Anderson 34 years ago.

“It’s indescribable, I 
woke up with a big smile on 

my face just knowing that 
I’m going to be playing at 
the most famous arena in 
the world every night, 41 
games out of the season,” 
Grimes said in a video 
posted to the Knicks twitter 
account on Friday. “I’m 
really lost for words.”

Grimes averaged 17.8 
points and 5.7 rebounds for 
the Cougars in his junior sea-
son, en route to being named 
the American Athletic Con-
ference’s player of the year.

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ATHLETICS

Quentin Grimes became the first University of Houston basketball player to be 
selected in the first round in 30 years on July 29.

See SPURLOCK, page B5

See GRIMES, page B2

Cole Lopardo 
wraps up a tackle 

wheel during 
Monday's practice 
at Tompkins High 

School.
TYLER TYRE

THE BOYS 
OF FALL TOMPKINS BACK ON 

FIELD, SET TO DEFEND 
DISTRICT TITLE

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

It was a hot, humid morning as whistles blew and 
cleats hit the ground at Tompkins High School on 
Monday.
But Eti-Eni Bassey didn’t care as he and his Falcons 

teammates walked off the field with sweat dripping 
off their backs after the team’s first day of practice, 
because football is back.

“It was awesome, it felt really good to be back out 
here,” Bassey said. “It was a long summer, we had a lot 
of hard work we did during strength and conditioning 
and it’s time to ramp it up and get ready for the season. 
I just love it.”

The Falcons ran through drills in shorts and shirts 
with helmets, gearing up for a long season by focusing 
on the basics.

Tompkins head coach Todd McVey was pleased 
with what he saw from the team.

“It was good to see them getting back into it,” 
McVey said. “It’s a little different than strength and 
conditioning. They just were out there learning the 
speed we need to do things, team speed picking it up 
and doing things consistently is the most important 
thing and they were able to get that today. Today was 

Lionel Akordinobi carries 
the ball through tackle 

dummies in a drill during 
Monday's practice at 

Tompkins High School. 
TYLER TYRE

See TOMPKINS, page B3
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NEWS EDITOR

The Waller County Com-

missioners Court tabled con-

sideration of an agreement 

between the county and the city 

of Brookshire which would have 

seen Brookshire paying $500 per 

month plus boarding and care 

fees for the county to provide 

animal control services to the 

city. Commissioners expressed 

concern that the costs would ex-

ceed the amount paid by the city 

and doubt that Brookshire City 

Council would address animal 

control improvements in a timely 

manner.

“If we say (the agreement 

goes) to the end of the year, your 

council will wait until the end of 

the year,” Precinct Four Commis-

sioner Justin Beckendorff said, 

addressing Brookshire Alderper-

son Kim Branch who represented 

Brookshire at the meeting. 

Beckendorff also praised 

Branch for her proactive ap-

proach and described her as the 

defacto animal control person for 

the city. Branch has long worked 

with Belle’s Buds Rescue which 

works to assist the city whenever 

possible, as well as with other 

community members to try to 

address animal control. 

Waller County Sheriff Troy 

Guidry, who oversees animal 

control in all unincorporated 

portions of Waller County, said 

the $500-plus-expenses agree-

ment was not sufficient to cover 

the costs of the program for his 

department. He currently has 

two animal control officers and, 

especially if other cities through-

out the county asked for similar 

arrangements, the department 

would need to add more animal 

control officers in order to meet 

demand. He estimated that, with 

benefits and salary, personnel 

alone could add another $60,000 
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BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council 

members tabled a budget 

amendment which would 

have added $7,000 for a pilot 

program to focus on animal 

care at Katy Animal Con-

trol’s shelter. In a 3-2 vote 

most councilmembers voted 

to give a recently formed ad-

visory committee more time 

to come up with a detailed 

plan for improvements to 

the department. 

“I don’t want the (Animal 

Welfare Advisory Commit-

tee) to feel pressured to – I 

mean, yes, we’re all anxious 

to see a plan with associated 

costs – but I don’t want them 

to feel pressured that they 

may take any shortcuts,” said 

Councilmember Janet Corte. 

Councilmembers Jenifer 

Stockdick and Rory Rob-

ertson argued in favor of 

moving forward with the 

pilot program to begin vac-

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

O
nline content creation has become big 

business, whether that content is silly videos 

on TikTok or professionally produced video 

game streams on platforms such as Twitch or Xbox 

Live. Three Katy area video gamers, Veronica Ander-

son, Alek Farren and Devon Hatton, are working on 

tapping into the content creation market profes-

sionally. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that it takes hard 

work to do this,” Hatton said. “And it takes a really 

good support system – your community becomes 

your support; your friends become your support, 

and the people that are entertained by you become 

your support.” 

Hatton, Anderson and Farren – who go by the 

online names Panduhdon, WhosVron and Farren-

heights, respectively – are all professional streamers 

to some extent. Hatton works at it as a part-time job 

while Anderson and Farren are full-time content 

creators. While all three focus on video games, 

cooking videos, question-and-answer livestreams, 

other content is peppered across their channels 

as well. While they haven’t had the big breaks like 

super-streamer Richard Tyler Blevins – also known 

as Ninja on his streaming channels – who has 

reportedly made millions of dollars, all three have 

garnered sponsorships with local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming. Farren and Anderson have also 

gotten sponsorships from the gaming drink GFuel, 

which is popular among streamers. Meanwhile, 

Hatton streams part-time after his job working with 

developmentally disabled students. 

All three said there’s no magic formula to make 

it as a professional streamer with enough income to 

live on through streaming. 

“It can be hit or miss, but it can be a combina-

tion of grinding and putting in the work and luck, 

because you can grind and put in the work for five 

years, 10 years and never hit, you know,” Farren 

said. “Or you could grind for five years, then finally, 

you get a raid from a big streamer (and it) can 

change your life overnight.”

Farren was a safety superintendent in the 

petrochemical industry before the pandemic 

but was laid off last April after the oil market 

destabilized due to the pandemic. He had a bit of a 

safety net and took a leap of faith to try streaming 

full time rather than just as a hobby. Anderson 

took similar steps and moved from New England to 

become Farren’s roommate and began streaming 

full time herself. 

While the streamers did not want to talk about 

their incomes because it is a private matter, CNBC 

reports that the average full-time streamer can 

earn between $3,000 and $5,000 a month. However, 

all three Allegiant-sponsored streamers said it’s 

still a full 40-hour a week job, albeit a fun one. 

It is a career that takes social media marketing 

skills, dedication to putting out content regularly, 

computer skills and initial investment in a gaming 

rig that must be maintained and upgraded 

regularly. A gaming computer can run anywhere 

from the high hundreds of dollars to well over 

$5,000 – just for the PC itself. HD monitors, lighting 

and other accessories add several hundred dollars 

on top of that – part of the reason sponsorships are 

important for gamers. 

The industry has a culture that streamers have to 

plan for, the three said. Many streaming platforms 

have live chats appearing next to the main portion 

of the video. That chat must be moderated and 

maintained for a variety of reasons including pro-

fanity, racism and sexism, they said. However, there 

are digital tools that help monitor and eliminate 

those items from being seen, they said. 

City Council 

tables animal 

control pilot

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD trustees appointed Nathan Fuchs as executive 

director of the Maintenance and Operations Department 

and Richard Merriman as principal for Raines Academy 

Monday night. Trustees reviewed results of a survey to gauge 

interest in a permanent virtual high school and approved a 

one-time lump sum payment to staff. 

For the one-time lump sum payments, full-time em-

ployees will receive a $500 check while part-timers will 

receive $250. The bonus comes as trustees recognized the 

challenges that faculty and staff during the district have 

faced throughout the 2020-21 school year. 

Trustees make staff 

moves, examine 

virtual high school
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County considers Brookshire animal control agreement

COURTESY VERONICA ANDERSON

Veronica Anderson – also known online as Whosvron – plays a “Call of Duty” game on the Twitch streaming 

platform. Anderson is a full-time streamer who has earned sponsorships from local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming and from the energy drink company GFuel. She is one of many gamers making a living 

entertaining others through content creation which often involves witty commentary while playing. 

WALLER COUNTY/SWAGGIT

Brookshire Alderperson Kim Branch spoke before the Waller County Commissioners Court during 

the court’s April 21 meeting regarding the city’s animal control needs. The city has been without 

proper animal control services for years and Branch has often volunteered her time to address 

strays within the city.
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A budget 

amendment to 

vaccinate and 

provide veterinary 

care for more 

strays was debated 

heavily during 

Monday’s Katy City 

Council meeting. 

The measure 

was eventually 

postponed.

BROOKSHIRE/WALLER CO.

See BROOKSH
IRE, page A3
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He led Houston to its first 
Final Four since 1984 and led all 
players in scoring at the NBA draft 
combined. 

“The first time I realized he 
would probably go in the first 
round was probably when I was 
in Duncanville recruiting while he 
was at the draft combine in Chi-
cago,” said University of Houston 
basketball coach Kelvin Sampson 
in a Zoom interview to reporters. 
“My phone started blowing up and 
I looked at it and guys I know in 
different front offices kept telling 

me how great Quentin was doing.”
The NBA values “3-and-D” style 

players more than at any point in 
history and Grimes fits the bill as 
someone who is a stingy defender 
and will be able to spot up and hit 
open shots.

The Knicks front office and 
head coach Tom Thibodeau or-
chestrated a trade that gave them 
the No. 25 pick and a second round 
pick next year while sending the 
Los Angeles Clippers the No. 21 
pick in this year’s draft.

Thibodeau is one of the most 

hard-nosed and defensive minded 
coaches in the league; he traded 
for the pick specifically to get 
Grimes.

“I’m excited just to learn from 
him (Thibodeau),” Grimes said. “I 
know he and Coach Sampson have 
a lot of similarities and I’m going 
to embrace that from day one. I 
want to learn everything I can and 
take everything on the chin. I want 
to earn everything I get and don’t 
want anything given to me. I feel 
like that’s the kind of guy that Thibs 
wants. It’s going to be a match 

made in heaven.”
Grimes doesn’t want to set any 

specific goals for the season but is 
excited for everything to get going.

“I’m just trying to come in 
and have an immediate impact,” 
Grimes said. “I don’t like to set 
goals for myself too far ahead. I like 
to trust my work and let my work 
speak for itself, but I definitely 
have high expectations, not only 
for myself but for the team and I 
feel like right now with what the 
Knicks are doing, we can have a 
really special season.”

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ATHLETICS

Quentin Grimes was selected with the No. 25 
pick by the New York Knicks.
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Zardes’ late goal lifts U.S. over Qatar in Gold Cup semis
BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

When Gyasi Zardes first played 
at Q2 Stadium just over a month 
ago, goals were hard to come by. 
His return trip on Thursday was a 
completely different story.

The Columbus Crew striker 
came on as a second-half substi-
tute and scored a late goal, as the 
U.S. Men’s National Team a 1-0 win 
over Qatar and sending them to 
the Gold Cup Final.

“I never question the coaches’ 
decision,” Zardes said. “They do 
months of research on teams and 
game models and how we like 
to play. If I’m starting or on the 
bench, that’s their decision. I’m 
going to do whatever I can to make 
a difference.”

The USMNT is on an eight-game 
winning streak, the second-longest 
run for the Americans since they 
won 12 games in a row in 2013. Ber-
halter also became the fasted coach 
to win 25 games with the U.S.

Goalkeeper Matt Turner came 
up huge in the first half, making 
two diving saves. He made six 
saves in total and was named Man 
of the Match.

“This is a resilient group, and 
for us to battle back like that and 
get the win shows a lot about the 
character of this team,” U.S. Men’s 
National Team head coach Gregg 
Berhalter said.

The U.S. will take on Mexico — 
who beat Canada 1-0 in the other 
semifinal Thursday night in Hous-
ton — in the Gold Cup final on 
Sunday night. Mexico beat the U.S. 
in the last Gold Cup Final in 2019.

“Part of the objective of this 
tournament was to give young, 
highly-touted players experience,” 
Berhalter said. “We’ve done that, 
and we continue to do that. This 
is an extremely young group, and 
guys are going to get six games. That 
makes a huge difference in terms 
of international soccer. We feel like 
we’re in a good spot with that.”

Turner stopped a close-range 
shot just about 20 minutes in, then 
pushed away a redirected shot 
from U.S. defender Sam Vines a 
few minutes later.

Daryl Dike, who got his second 
straight start of the tournament, 
nearly opened the scoring for the 
Americans in the second half, but 
the Qatar keeper was there to get in 
the way. Akram Afif drew a penalty 
for Qatar in the 54th minute, but 
Hassan Al Haydos skied his shot 
over the bar.

“It was a big moment in an 
international tournament, tensions 
were high and emotions were run-
ning high,” Turner said. “I just tried 
to let the guy know that I had been 
watching his penalties. I mimicked 
his run-up as I was going back to 

goal to mess with him.”
Zardes was there to poke in a 

cross from Nicholas Gioacchini in 
the 85th minute, and the Ameri-
cans held on across nine minutes 
of stoppage time.

“When you play in a tourna-
ment, you have to be ready when 
your named is called,” Zardes said. 
“I’m just going to make sure I’m 
prepared if my named is called.”

For many observers, the U.S. 
seemed to have sent a ‘B’ team 
to the tournament. This squad is 
made up mainly of MLS players, 
while many of the regular, Europe-
an-based players were left off.

Thursday’s lineup featured play-
ers who averaged 13 caps with an 
average age of 23 years, 284 days.

But just because they’re young 
and relatively inexperienced on 
the international stage doesn’t 
mean their ambition is any less.

“What other people say doesn’t 
really matter,” Turner said. “For us, 
as U.S. Soccer, the expectation is 
pretty clear. When you’re playing 
in CONCACAF Tournament, you 
get to the final and compete for 
trophies. It doesn’t really matter 
who’s on the field.”

Note: The United States beat 
Mexico 1-0 in extra time on Sunday 
in the CONCACAF Gold Cup Final.

PHOTO BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Qatar defender Homam 
Ahmed (14) fouls 
United States midfielder 
Paul Arriola (7) during 
the second half of the 
Concacaf Gold Cup 
semifinal between 
the United States and 
Qatar on July 29, 2021 
in Austin, Texas. The 
United States won 1-0.

PHOTO BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN

United States forward Gyasi Zardes (9) and midfielder Paul Arriola (7) celebrate a 1-0 victory over Qatar in a Concacaf Gold Cup semifinal on July 29, 2021 in Austin, Texas. The United States won 1-0. Zardes 
scored the lone goal in the match.
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learning where everybody 
lines up, where everyone 
goes and getting some fa-
miliarity with everything.”

McVey and the coaching 
staff made the decision to 
not have spring practice this 
year, giving them an extra 
week in the fall to get ready 
for the season.

“We all came together 
and just decided it was 
best to do it this way in the 
spring,” McVey said. “Guys 
were everywhere in the 
spring, we had guys in track 
and baseball and part of it 
was just ‘how could we try 
to do this without having 
everybody?’  We have some 
veteran lineman and know 
what we have there and 
that’s a big part of the spring 
is finding what you have in 
the trenches. So I think this 
extra week will benefit us 
and we also got to lift a little 
bit more in the summer, so 
we’ll see.”

While Tompkins returns 
many of its players up front, 
it will be an entirely new 
look in the backfield this 
year with the graduation of 
quarterback Jaden Milroe, 
who is now at the University 
of Alabama, as well as the 
teams five leading rushers 
from last season.

But everyone on the 
team knows this group still 
has a chance to be special.

“I really think we can be 
great,” said senior linebacker 
Bryce Shaink. “But we can’t 
get caught up on that. “We 
have to take things one day, 
one practice, one game at 
a time. We can’t look into 
the future because when we 
do that’s how we are going 
to get beat. That’s how you 
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Tompkins players wait 
on the sideline during 

Monday's practice at 
Tompkins High School.

TYLER TYRE

TYLER TYRE

A Tompkins safety 
dives through a tackle 
wheel in a drill during 

Mondays practice at 
Tompkins High School.

TYLER TYRE

Sean DuBose Jr. fights through a blocker in a drill during Mondays practice at Tompkins High School.

BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The SEC Presidents and 
Chancellors voted unan-
imously on Thursday to 
invite Texas and Oklahoma 
into the conference begin-
ning win 2025.

The only hurdle left is for 
the Sooners and Longhorns 
to accept the invitation, 
which could happen as soon 
as Friday when the boards 
of regents for both schools 
have called special meet-
ings.

UT’s board of regents 
meeting begins at 9 a.m.

"Today's unanimous vote 
is both a testament to the 
SEC's longstanding spirit of 
unity and mutual coopera-
tion, as well as a recognition 
of the outstanding legacies 
of academic and athletic ex-
cellence established by the 
Universities of Oklahoma 
and Texas," SEC commis-
sioner Greg Sankey said in a 
release. "I greatly appreciate 
the collective efforts of our 
Presidents and Chancellors 
in considering and acting 
upon each school's mem-
bership interest."

Texas and Oklahoma 
released a joint statement 
on Monday that said they 

would remain a part of the 
Big 12 until 2025 when the 
current media rights deal 
expires. The schools would 
have to pay up to $80 million 
to break the agreement and 
leave before the contract 
expires.

Texas A&M was originally 
against the expansion plans, 
but the board of regents 
voted 8-1 on Wednesday in 
favor of adding its former 
conference rivals.

Losing to two riches pro-
grams leaves the Big 12 on a 
knife’s edge.

Big 12 commissioner Bob 
Bowlsby sent ESPN a cease 
and desist letter accusing 
the network of communi-
cating with member schools 
about the possible move to 
other conferences. ESPN 
said the accusation is “en-
tirely without merit.”

"We are unwavering in 
the belief that the Big 12 
provides an outstanding 
platform for its members' 
athletic and academic suc-
cess," Big 12 Commissioner 
Bob Bowlsby said Monday. 
"We will face the challenges 
head-on, and have confi-
dence that the Big 12 will 
continue to be a vibrant and 
successful entity in the near 
term and into the foresee-
able future."

Game officials hold the television timeout clock during a during an NCAA football game between Texas A&M and Kentucky on Saturday, Oct. 6, 2018 in College Station, 
Texas. Texas A&M won, 20-14 in overtime.

SEC extends invites to Texas, Oklahoma

beat yourself. You just have 
to take on every day and do 
your best to get better.”

The Falcons won the dis-
trict 19-6A title last season 
as Katy High’s 11 year run 
atop the district was halted.

Tompkins knows they 
will get every teams' best 
shot this season, but the 
team isn’t shying away from 

the pressure.
“One thing we say 

around here, is ‘be the lega-
cy,’” Shaink said. “Last year’s 
seniors have set the bar high 
and we need to keep getting 
better at those things. 
They’ve set that ‘crimson 
line’ as we like to call it. Now 
we need to keep raising that 
bar and be elite.”
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Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

PUBLISHER’S 
NOTICE:

	 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention 
or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of children 
under 18.
	 This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

KatyTimes.com

KATY
TIMES

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
281-391-3141

560
WANT TO BUY

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.

281-391-3141
debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

katytimes.com

900
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900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES

LOOKING TO 
BUY TRAVEL 
TRAILER/Pop-
up or RV.  Minor 
work is OK. Call 
John 832-773-
2657.

Dental Assistant needed for busy Katy 
area pediatric dental practice. Mon-
Thurs 7:00am-4:30pm. Will train highly 
motivated individual. Send a resume 
and cover letter telling us a little about 
yourself to jobs@katykidsdentist.com

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

FIELD SERVICE 
E N G I N E E R , 
Turbomachinery 
( B r o o k s h i r e , 
TX) - sought by 
MAN Energy 
Solutions USA 
Inc responsible 
for mechanical 
overhaul, repair 
& executing 
s e r v i c e 
s o l u t i o n s 
incl planning 
& designing 
tools, engines, 
m a c h i n e s 
& turbo 
compressors . 
Travel req (at 
least 80 %) 
to various 
unant ic ipated 
locations. Apply 
online at https://
m a n - e s . c o m /
career

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Board of Directors, 
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 171, will be 
received in the offices of SWA Group Landscape Architects, 
712 Main St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002, until 2 p.m. 
Local Time, Thursday, September 2nd, 2021, at which time 
all bids will be opened and publicly read for the furnishing 
of all material, equipment, labor and supervision necessary 
or incidental for Construction of “Elyson Village Way 
Landscape”, Harris County, Texas.  

Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not limited 
to, the construction of sprinkler irrigation, lighting, grading, 
grassing, planting, and landscape maintenance.     

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened.  
A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held on August 
19, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. Local Time, at the Elyson Welcome 
Center, 23623 Elyson Falls Dr, Katy, TX 77493.  Bid will not be 
opened unless the bidder or a representative was present at the 
pre-bid conference. 

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or 
cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less 
than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as a guarantee 
that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract and 
execute the Bonds on the forms provided, and provide the 
required insurance certificates within seven (7) days after the 
date Contract Documents are received by the Contractor. 
Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from www.
CivcastUSA.com: search the Project name. Bidders must 
register on this website in order to view and/or download bid 
documents for this Project.  There is NO charge to view or 
download documents. 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to 
waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding process 
except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful Bidder, if any, 
will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s judgment 
will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best 
and most economical completion of the Project. 

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government 
Code, may apply to this Bid and/or Contract and the 
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated if the 
Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a 
requirement of that subchapter.

HARRIS COUNTY MUD 171

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT                                  RACINE COUNTY

PUBLICATION SUMMONS
Small Claims Case No. 2021SC001943

Plaintiff: ARB Enterprises LLP
 1226 Lathrop Ave
 Racine, WI 53405
      vs.
Defendant: Krystina Woods
 5212 Queenston Blvd. #1116
 Houston, TX 77084

This serves as notice that a small claims case has been filed 
on 7/15/21 against Krystina Woods.

A hearing regarding the entering of judgment as requested 
in the complaint will be heard on 8/26/2021 at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Racine County Courthouse, 730 Wisconsin Ave., 
Racine, Wisconsin, in the First Floor Courtroom.

TO THE DEFENDANT: If you fail to appear at this 
hearing, a judgment may be entered against you. A copy 
of the complaint has been mailed to you at the address 
listed above.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
CHLORINE AND SULFUR DIOXIDE GAS CYLINDERS

THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, IS ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 
CHLORINE AND SULFUR DIOXIDE GAS CYLINDERS 
STARTING OCTOBER 1, 2021 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 
2023.  CLEARLY-MARKED, SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE 
RECEIVED AT THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY, 
KATY CITY HALL, 901 AVENUE C, KATY, TEXAS 77493 
UNTIL 2:00 P.M., WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2021, AT 
WHICH TIME BIDS WILL BE PUBLICLY OPENED AND 
READ.  A BID MAY BE AWARDED AT THE REGULAR 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 
13, 2021, AT 6:30 P.M.   SPECIFICATIONS AND THE BID 
PROPOSAL FORM MAY BE OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE 
OF THE CITY SECRETARY AT ABOVE ADDRESS OR 
EMAIL REQUEST AT BIDS@CITYOFKATY.COM. 

THE CITY OF KATY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT 
ANY AND ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY AND ALL 
TECHNICALITIES, AND TO ACCEPT BIDS THAT IT 
DEEMS MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO IT.

Becky L. McGrew
City Secretary

 City of Katy, Texas

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF 
NONDISCRIMINATION IN 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Calvin Nelms Charter School offers career and technical 
education programs in the following: Principles of Health 
Science, Medical Terminology, Health Science, Anatomy 
& Physiology, Principles of Business, Marketing & 
finance, Accounting, Marketing, Business Management, 
Accounting, Concepts of Engineering, Robotics, 
Electronics, Principles of Technology, Wildlife, Fisheries 
& Ecology Management, Landscape Design, Turf Grass 
Management, Forensic Science, Child Development, Child 
Guidance, Career Preparation 1 & 2. Admission to these 
programs is based on grade level and course sequence.

It is the policy of Calvin Nelms Charter School not to 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex or handicap in its vocational programs, services or 
activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
as amended.

It is the policy of Calvin Nelms Charter School not to 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
handicap, or age in its employment practices as required 
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

Calvin Nelms Charter School will take steps to assure 
that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier 
to admission and participation in all educational and 
vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, 
contact the Title IX Coordinator at 281-398-8031 or the 
Section 504 Coordinator at 281-398-8031.

NOTIFICACIÓN PUBLICA 
DE NO DISCRIMINACIÓN EN 

PROGRAMAS DE EDUCACIÓN 
TÉCNICA Y VOCACIONAL

Calvin Nelms Charter School ofrece programas de 
educación técnica y vocacional en: Principles of Health 
Schience, Medical Terminology, Heath Science, Anatomy 
& Physiology, Principles of Buisness, Marketing & Finace, 
Accounting, Entrepreneurship, Marketing, Accounting, 
Wildlife, Fisheries & Ecology Management, Landscape 
Design, Turf Grass Management, Forensic Science, Child 
Development, Child Guidance, Career Preparation 1 & 2.  
La admisión a estos programas se basan en el año escolar 
y la secuencia.

Es norma de Calvin Nelms Charter School no discriminar 
en sus programas, servicios o actividades vocacionales 
por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo o 
impedimento, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley 
de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; Título IX de 
las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972, y la Sección 504 de 
la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

Es norma de Calvin Nelms Charter School no discriminar 
en sus procedimientos de empleo por motivos de raza, 
color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, tal como 
lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 
1964, según enmienda; Título IX de las Enmiendas en la 
Educación, de 1972, la ley de Discriminación por Edad, 
de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de 
Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

Calvin Nelms Charter School tomará las medidas necesarias 
para asegurar que la falta de habilidad en el uso del inglés 
no sea un obstáculo para la admisión y participación en 
todos los programas educativos y vocacionales.

Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos de 
quejas, comuníquese con el Coordinador del Título IX en  
281-398-8031, y/o el Coordinador de la Sección 504 en  
281-398-8031.

July 29
Puzzle Answers

TexSCAN Week of 
August 1-7, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Corpus Christi – 17,000± SF Commercial Bldg. on 
1.92± Acres, Former Fitness Center. Bid deadline: 
Sept. 1, 14325 Northwest Blvd., 1 mile west of I-69E 
& I-37 interchange. Equipment available separately. 
Northwest Blvd. daily traffic: 30,000+ VPD. Hilco 
Real Estate Sales, 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstate.com.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

RESEARCH
Rural adults who eat meat may qualify to participate in 
a research study on food choice. Participants complete 
a survey and interview and receive a $25 gift card. 
emily.belarmino@uvm.edu, 802-656-0540.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com; 704-602-3035.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

LAKE
MANAGEMENT
Company in Katy

seeking
FIELD SERVICE

TECHNICIAN.
Outside work, hands

on training, no
experience necessary.

Benefits available.
Pay depends on
previous work

experience. Apply in
person - Mon-Fri:
9am to 3pm @

4110 Katy Hockley
Cut-Off Rd, 77493.

281-391-3688
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HEREWINDOW CLEANING

KTX Window Cleaning, LLC

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
www.ktxwindowcleaning.com

showing what kind of leadership Spur-
lock can bring to a program.

“I am honored to serve as President 
of TABC,” Spurlock said. “When you look 
at the past President’s list it is certainly a 
privilege to be considered a leader in our 
profession and within this organization.”

The TABC’s motto is “The Voice of 
Basketball” and the purpose of the 
organization is to provide coaches and 
athletes the opportunity to grow and to 
also showcase Texas basketball. 

The organization hosts coaching clin-
ics, all-star games, camps and also gives 
out recognitions and accomplishments 
in the form of all-region and all-state 
teams.

“It is important to elevate our vision 
to include professional development, 
social awareness, and the importance 
and impact that athletics plays in the 
lives of so many people,” Spurlock said. 
“In many aspects, today’s coaches and 
athletes are experiencing athletics in a 
whole new way.  From advances in tech-
nology, to a stronger focus on mental 
health and well-being, to athletic train-
ing and overall just more opportunities.”

With the COVID-19 pandemic raging 
last year, many clinics and camps had 
to be postponed and shut down for the 
year. But they have been popping up 
again this year, something Spurlock is 

very happy about.
“After the challenges of this past 

year it is great to see a return of clinics.  
Athletics by nature is a collaborative 
journey, so being able to be face to face 
with our colleagues and back on the 
court this past May with our clinicians 
was much needed,” Spurlock said.  “We 
obviously had some setbacks, however 
we have learned a lot as an organization.  
We are introducing our new VMC Series 
beginning this August, which I hope will 
now become a part of our continued 
outreach and professional growth.”

The TABC hosted its first ever NCAA 
sanctioned Boys Showcase this year, 
Spurlock hopes to be able to hold one for 
girls as well in 2022.

“It is extremely important to provide 
the same opportunities to all basket-
ball players in this state, and across the 
country for that matter.  I’d like to stay 
focused on building a strong relationship 
and maintaining a positive collaboration 
with the NCAA,” Spurlock said. “TABC 
is committed to working with the NCAA 
regarding viewing periods for girls’ 
basketball and logistics to host a girls 
showcase next summer.  The NCAA col-
lege coaches must be able to see the best 
of the best in the girl’s game, just like the 
boy’s successful Showcase, and our goal 
will be the summer of 2022.”

COURTESY RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Seven Lakes head girls basketball coach Angela Spurlock has been named the president of the Texas Association of Basketball Coaches for 
the 2021-2022 school year.

from page B1
SPURLOCK

Stark, Markle, Brome named first team all-state
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Wll Stark, Drew Markle 
and Ryan Brome led the way 
for Katy ISD on the Texas 
Sports Writers Association 
Class 6A all-state baseball 
team, as all three were 
named first team all-state.

For Tompkins, Markle, 
who hit .403 with 13 doubles, 
four triples and 38 RBIs, 
made the team as a desig-
nated hitter. Stark, a second 
baseman, hit .422 with 22 
RBIs while scoring 50 runs. 
Katy High’s Brome, a first 
baseman, hit .453 with 31 
RBIs, 6 home runs and nine 
doubles. Brome is signed to 
play at Texas Tech while Stark 
will continue his baseball 
career at Wichita State. 

Tompkins Jack Little was 
named to the second team 
at first base. Little, like Stark 
has signed to play at Wichita 
State. Jace LaViolette, who 
has committed to play at 
LSU, was named to the 
third team. Little hit .424 
with 45 RBIS, seven doubles 
and three homeruns while 
scoring 48 runs and stealing 
14 bases. LaViolette had a 
2.49 ERA with 67 strikeouts 
over 39.1 innings pitched as 
a junior.

Katy High’s CJ Mat-
thews and Aiden Huerta, 
Tompkins Graiden West 
and Cinco Ranch’s Evan 
Marquez and Blake Hansen 
were honorable mentions 
on the team. 

Tompkins placed five 
players overall on the team 
after a 31-7-1 season which 
saw the team reach the 
regional semifinals, the 
schools longest ever playoff 
run in baseball.

Tompkins sophomore Drew Markle takes a swing during Game 3 of the Falcons’ Region III-6A semifinals against Strake Jesuit on Saturday, May 29, at Cy-Falls High.

Tompkins senior Will Stark rounds past 
second base during the first inning of 

Game 3 of the Falcons’ Region III-6A 
semifinal against Strake Jesuit on 

Saturday, May 29, at Cy-Falls High. 

PHOTO BY RAY BORCHERT | SPECIAL TO THE 

KATY TIMES

Katy High seniors Ryan Brome, left, and Caleb Matthews, pose for a photo after a 
6-2 win over Cinco Ranch on Tuesday, March 16, at Cinco Ranch High.
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Making the
Private Office

More Effective and Affordable
At APEX Executive Suites you are free to define exactly 

the office space you need, when and how you need it.

KATY – SUGAR LAND – CONROE

281.505.1106  |  25807 Westheimer Parkway, Katy TX 77494

KATY PONY BASEBALL - WHERE PLAYERS START PLAYING BASEBALL JUST LIKE THE PROS 
AT AGE 9 - WHERE OPEN LEAGUE BASEBALL IS PLAYED JUST LIKE THE PROS.

Katy Pony Baseball registration is open to all players from
Katy ISD, Brookshire, Sealy, Cy-Fair and Waller.

Katy Pony Baseball features a graduated system in 2-year increments for pitching and
base distance to accommodate the physical development of players.

from page B1
HYMEL

ing him from competing.
“It was a real heartbreak-

er, because our team had 
gone out there and we didn’t 
get to race we didn’t get any 
points we didn’t get any-
thing. So it was a rollercoast-
er of emotions.”

His win came in the very 
next race, as he led for all 20 
laps and moved himself up 
into tenth in the standings 
for the Lone Star Legacy 
Racing Series.

“The series might allow 
us to drop a race and that 
would help us a lot since 
it would allow us to drop 
the race where we got zero 
points,” Hymel said. “If that 
was to happen we would be 
second in points right now. 
The standings don’t really 
do us justice this year for 
how we have raced so far 
and it was such an accom-
plishment to get that win.”

Hymel’s ultimate goal is 
to get to the NASCAR cup 
or Xfinity series and win a 
championship there. 

He was able to get an 
up close and personal look 
at that last year, during the 
height of the COVID-19 
pandemic when he went to 
work for MBM Motorsports 
on Xfinity circuit in Moores-

ville, North Carolina. 
“When the track season 

here was cut short, I had 
to find a way to stay in the 
game. This is my whole life 
and I didn’t want to be out 
of it, so I found a job with 
a team in North Carolina. I 
was on the pit crew and was 
in the shop just learning 
everything that I possibly 
could about race cars and 
racing and the drivers. It 
was a experience I’ll never 
forget. I drove from North 
Carolina to Las Vegas and 
got to see the drivers up 
close and study them.”

Hymel isn’t satisfied 
being a one-time winner. He 
plans to do everything he 
can to keep improving and 
get closer to his ultimate 
goal.

“This is more than just 
a hobby to me; this is my 
career,” Hymel said. “This is 
what I want to do. I’m not 
going to college, I’ve spent 
my college savings trying to 
pursue this. I’m fully invest-
ed and I just can’t stop until 
I get there. I know there’s so 
much I have left to show and 
I hope I get the opportunity. 
I’m not going to stop until I 
get the opportunity because 
I know I can make it."

“This is more than just a hobby to me; 
this is my career. ... I’m fully invested 
and I just can’t stop until I get there.  
I know there’s so much I have left to 
show and I hope I get the opportunity. 
I’m not going to stop until I get the  
opportunity because 

I know I can make it.”
— TY HYMEL, RACECAR DRIVER AND KATY HIGH GRADUATE

COURTESY TY HYMEL 

Ty Hymel stands 
with the rest 
of the TGH 
racing crew 
after his win 
in the NASCAR 
Advanced Auto 
Parts Weekly 
Series on July 
17. 
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