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Leading Orthopedic Care to

KEEP YOU
MOVING

West Houston-Katy

BARKER CYPRESS RD.

GREENHOUSE RD.

PARK ROW DR.

FRY RD.

At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine,
we know your body is made to move. Our specialists in
West Houston and Katy use the latest technology, perform
minimally invasive procedures and develop customized
treatment plans, including physical therapy. Whether you’re
getting back in shape or back to work, we have the expertise
to get you back on your feet — and keep you moving.
And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest
assured your safety is our priority.

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Houston Methodist Orthopedic Injury Clinic — offering same-day care

19 convenient locations
Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics
832.522.8280
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Paetow players run on
the field for a game
against Barbers Hill.
COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

SEASON OPENER

I

t’s been a wild ride since last August.

We weren’t sure when or if there would be a high school
football season at this point last year, but sure enough the
UIL, each individual district and school were able to perform
and execute a plan that got us through the year and allowed us
to crown state champions.
The year did not disappoint for Katy ISD and District 19-6A.
For the first time in 12 years, a new district champion was
crowned in Tompkins and that team made a run in the playoffs
into the Class 6A, Div. I regional semifinals.
Katy High bounced back from not winning district by steamrolling through the Class 6A, Div. II playoffs and claiming the
school’s ninth state championship in football, tied for the second
most in Texas high school football history and only trailing
Aledo’s 10.
Taylor also made a run to the regional semifinal after finishing third in district and Seven Lakes made its fifth ever playoff
appearance.
But it’s a new year with new faces and new goals.
Katy High will be determined to win another district championship and to win another state title as the Tigers return
many key members to last years team, but Tompkins won’t let
that championship go without a fight. Though the Falcons lose
some big names, there is strong depth in the team and they
will do everything in their power to try to repeat.
There will be a fight for the district’s playoff spots this year,
with every team feeling they have what it takes to make it into
the top four.
Taylor will have to find a way to keep the success it has
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There will be
a fight for the
district’s playoff
spots this year,
with every team
feeling they have
what it takes to
make it into the
top four.

TYLER TYRE, SPORTS EDITOR

had the past two years going after losing a number of seniors
and having big pieces to replace on the offensive line. But head
coach Chad Simmons thinks his team will be up to the task.
Seven Lakes is still looking for its first-ever playoff victory
and that is the driving force this season, even with the probability of being put in Class 6A, Div. I if the team makes the playoffs.
Mayde Creek is entering a new era under J Jensen, as he
returns to his alma mater as head coach and tries to bring stability to the program. The Rams have talented players but will
need to find depth and consistency in order to become a playoff
contender.
Cinco Ranch seems like it is on the verge of a breakthrough.
With Gavin Rutherford back at quarterback and returning experience at many positions, this could be the year the team breaks
out and gets back to the playoffs.
Morton Ranch has questions to answer at quarterback this
season but head coach Ron Counter likes both options that he
has at the position. The Mavericks have finished just outside of
the playoffs each of the past two years and with an experienced
squad returning, should contend for a playoff spot this year,
while Paetow won its first playoff game last year, but has bigger
aspirations this season in what could be its last in Class 5A.
In Class 4A, Royal is trying to get back to the playoffs after
a four-year drought and in private school coverage, St. John is
looking for its next step in a rebuild.
I can’t thank the community and coaches enough for how
open and supportive they have been since I got here just over a
month ago.
It’s the most exciting time of the year, football season, and I
can’t wait to get started.
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25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SERVING THE GREATER
HOUSTON AREA

281-665-2848

GO BACK TO SCHOOL
With your BRIGHTEST smile!
• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Implants • Periodontics
• Oral Surgery • Endodontics
• Orthodontics/Invisalign
• Pedodontics • Teeth Whitening
• We accept all PPO plans

FREE WHITENING
WITH ANY DENTAL SERVICE.

Restrictions apply. Expires 10/31/2021

FREE IMPLANT
CONSULTATION
Expires 10/31/2021

J. Mario Velasquez, DDS, MS | 25102 Kingsland Blvd., Katy 77494
281-665-2848 | www.dentalinnovationskaty.com
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KATY HIGH

TIGERS

BY TYLER TYRE

W
SPORTS EDITOR

in district, win state.
It’s a new year, but the expectations don’t change for Katy High
and this year is no exception.
The Tigers didn’t achieve their first goal
last season but turned in a historic playoff run
en route to the school’s ninth state championship to achieve their second goal, beating
teams by an average of 41.6 points per game
in the Class 6A, Div. II playoffs.
Now, the focus is on 2021, and reclaiming
the District 19-6A title after not finishing first
for the first time in 12 years.

TWO GOALS FOR

TIGERS
“We understood that we were
beaten, but we weren’t defeated
last year,” said Katy High head
coach Gary Joseph. “Sometimes
you worry too much about winning
streaks and keeping that alive,
when the focus just needs to be on
winning ball games. They learned
from it and moved on and they
know that they have to prepare and
be ready for each and every team
they play in district. We respect all
of them and you have to respect
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the work they all put in as well,
because once you do, you aren’t
going to do things halfway. So now
we’re going to go out and do what
we can to try and win a district
championship again this year.”
The Tigers bring back 24 lettermen, including five offensive starters and six defensive starters and
feel good about what they have up
front on both offense and defense,
despite having to replace some key
players.

KATY HIGH

TIGERS

“Last year we had guys battle with COVID-19, then we had injuries and we were able to overcome that because our
kids had gotten enough reps where they understood what they were doing, and they got better because they got
to play in a game. That’s what non district is about is giving those guys opportunities and creating the depth for
everything.”
— coach gary joseph

Katy High Schedule
AUG. 27:
SEPT. 4:
SEPT. 10:
SEPT. 16:
SEPT. 23:
OCT. 1:
OCT. 8:
OCT. 16:
OPEN
OCT. 28:
NOV. 5:

vs. Clear Springs,
at Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Cy-Woods, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m. (PARENT
NIGHT)
at Dickinson,
at Sam Vantanza, 7 p.m.
vs. The Woodlands, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Seven Lakes, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Tompkins, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
(HOMECOMING)
at Mayde Creek, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Cinco Ranch, at
Legacy Stadium, 11 a.m.
at Taylor, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
at Morton Ranch,
at Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.

OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP: Katy’s Fuller Shurtz
(83) crosses the goal line following a reception
during a 49-24 win over Shadow Creek in the
Region III 6A Division 2 semifinal at Freedom
Field in Rosharon.
OPPOSITE PAGE, LEFT: Katy’s Seth Davis (23)
runs for positive yardage a 49-24 win over
Shadow Creek in the Region III 6A Division 2
semifinal at Freedom Field in Rosharon.
PHOTOS BY PRENTICE C. JAMES | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

“The defensive line has done a
good job of growing up,” Joseph said.
“We’re going to be okay at those positions. We just have to get all of them
ready.”
Caleb Koger returns for his junior
season after passing for 1,552 yards
and 24 touchdowns as a sophomore
as does Seth Davis, who rushed for
1,755 yards in his sophomore season.
Katy has talent at the receiver position
with Nic Anderson, an Oregon commit.
Caleb Webb and Dylan Erickson will
lead the offensive line, and Joseph has
been especially impressed by Webb’s
leadership.
Defensively, linebacker and USC
commit Ty Hana will again lead a unit
that held opponents to under 12 points
per game last year and Carson Marshall, who was elected a team captain,
will help anchor the linebacking unit.
Hamilton McMartin will be a leader in
the secondary.
“They’ve done a really good job
of using the summer to improve,”
Joseph said. “We do have a little bit
of experience back, but there’s some
that are inexperienced and unsure
of themselves. We have to get to the
point where they have that confidence
because I don’t want them being unsure. You have to be able to play this
game with a lot of confidence and be
decisive. That’s the biggest thing we
have to work on.”
Katy High will open the season
Aug. 27 against Clear Springs at Legacy Stadium, with the team’s first district
game coming Sept. 23 against Seven
Lakes.
Joseph is working to make sure the
players are ready for that first district
game and thinks the teams non district

schedule will get them prepared.
“There’s really three different
seasons within the one,” Joseph said.
“You have non district, district and
then the playoffs. We have set up
some games with some really tough
non district teams and for me that allows us to create depth. Last year we
had guys battle with COVID-19, then

we had injuries and we were able
to overcome that because our kids
had gotten enough reps where they
understood what they were doing,
and they got better because they got
to play in a game. That’s what non
district is about is giving those guys
opportunities and creating the depth
for everything.”

Game ON

• Golf – 18 Holes of Championship Golf on our links style course designed by Bruce Devlin &
Robert von Hagge
• Junior Golf Programming including JPGA & Crush It!
• Tennis – 5 lighted tennis courts, teaching professionals, Kids Tennis Academy
• Dining at The Point Bar & Grill offering full service lunch & dinner, full service bar, Friday
Night “Party on the Patio” with live music
• Full Service Catering & Event space
• Fitness – well-equipped Fitness Center
• Aquatics – Junior Olympic Sized Pool & Baby Pool, slide, summer pool activities
The Club at Falcon Point offers XLife Benefits for your family.
· Half priced a la carte dining at Falcon Point
· Complimentary or reduced green fees at over 200 clubs nationwide with advanced tee
times up to 30 days
· World-class dining located in over 50 cities
· Special offerings at over 1,000 hotels, resorts, restaurants, and entertainment venues,
including tickets to theaters, concerts and sporting events
· Special packages and destination offers

24503 Falcon Point Dr
Katy, TX 77494
281.644.3404
falconpoint.com
Monica.cotton@clubcorp.com
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CINCO RANCH

COUGARS

CINCO RANCH

BY TYLER TYRE

DETERMINED I

SPORTS EDITOR

to compete for

PLAYOFF SPOT

CINCO RANCH
SCHEDULE

Cinco Ranch’s Odera
Nsobundu and Zach Amaya
celebrate a missed field
goal by Katy’s Nemanha
Lazic in the first half of a
game at Legacy Stadium.

AUG. 27:
SEPT. 4:

COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

SEPT. 10:
SEPT. 17:
SEPT. 23:
SEPT. 30:
OPEN
OCT. 16:

“...they’re out to prove a lot of skeptics
wrong. I just can’t wait to get started.”
— Coach Chris Dudley

OCT. 22:
OCT. 29:
NOV. 5:
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at College Park, at Wood
Forest Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Aldine Davis, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Brazoswood, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
(PARENT NIGHT)
at Clear Falls, at Clear
Creek ISD Veterans
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Tompkins, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Mayde Creek, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Katy, at Legacy
Stadium, 11 a.m.
vs. Taylor, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
(HOMECOMING)
at Morton Ranch, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Seven Lakes, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.

t’s been a process for Chris
Dudley since he took over
as head football coach at
Cinco Ranch two years ago.
The Cougars have won
just one game over the past
two years, a 21-17 win over
Mayde Creek last year.
However, with the return of 30
letterman and a strong senior
class, Dudley feels like this is
the year the team makes the
next step.
“It’s been a really good
spring and summer,” Dudley
said. “The kids understand
that we are taking them
through this and you can’t skip
steps in that process. In spring
football, we had a lot of things
answered on both sides of the
ball and that’s the first time
since I’ve been here that we
were able to do spring football.
That carried into the summer
and kids have continued to
grow and get better and hone
their crafts. They see that all
these things fit together, and
they understand what we are
doing.”
The Cougars return six
starters on offense and eight
on defense, and Dudley
expects to rely on his upperclassman to lead the way.
“It’s really big to have
that number of guys back,”
Dudley said “When you look
across this district, everyone
has guys coming back so
it’s good for us to be able to
keep pace with that and have
about what everyone else is
bringing back. But it’s big for
us because for these kids, the
moment’s not going to be too
big for them.”
Cinco Ranch had a competitive team last season, but
just couldn’t finish in close
games.
The Cougars were in five
one possession games, but
lost four of them.
The next step for the team
is to turn those close games

into wins, as they did against
Mayde Creek.
“Our kids learned how to
win last year in that Mayde
Creek game, and it was huge
for us to get that win,” Dudley
said. “It taught them that it’s
a four-quarter game. We
made a number of big plays
that made a difference in the
second quarter, in the middle
of the third quarter, and that’s
important as well. That and
the four games we lost that
were so close have been a
lesson. The guys remember
that, and they know they have
to finish games off as well.”
Fordham Parks will be a
big piece in the secondary
and will help quarterback the
defense and get everyone
lined up and will also be a
punt and kick returner for the
team, while Odera Nsobundu
will help anchor the secondary. At linebacker, Kasey
Murry returns to the team as a
senior after having missed last
season with a knee injury, and
the team returns three starting
defensive lineman.
Offensively, Gavin Rutherford will be under center for
the second straight season
after throwing for 1,372 yards
and 11 touchdowns as a
sophomore. Seth Salverino
and Noah Abboud combined
for over 1,000 yards receiving
and eight touchdowns last
season and will lead the wide
receiving corps.
Cinco Ranch will open the
season at College Park on
Aug. 27 and will open district
play against Tompkins on
Sept. 23 at Rhodes Stadium.
“There’s really a comfort
level with the guys this year,”
Dudley said. “There’s familiarity and knowledge with the
schemes and that allows guys
to play faster. The competitive
nature of these guys is a joy
to watch, and they’re out to
prove a lot of skeptics wrong.
I just can’t wait to get started.”

• Dry Cleaning
• Onsite Alterations
• Embroidery
• Shoe Repair

COUNTRY CLEANERS

In the

❤ of Tiger Square!

6193 Highway Boulevard #206 • Katy TX 77494

281.391.8700

mycountrycleaners@gmail.com
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MORTON RANCH

MAVERICKS

M AV E R I C K S

RETURN
EXPERIENCED SQUAD
BY TYLER TYRE

R

SPORTS EDITOR

on Counter finally feels comfortable heading into a season
with who he has at quarterback.
Despite having two players
competing for the position, Counter
loves what he has seen from those
candidates throughout the spring and
summer.

“Both Josh Johnson and Mike
Gerald have looked really good for us,”
Counter said. “We have what I think
are two really good quarterbacks. They
can both run and throw and they’re
both really smart. We are probably in
the best shape we have ever been in
my four years at Morton Ranch at the
quarterback position.”
Johnson, a junior, and Gerald, a
sophomore who will also play some
at receiver, have pushed each other
Aaron Session blocks a Katy High player
during a 19-6A district game
COURTESY AARON SESSION

throughout the spring and
summer. With both practicing for
the quarterback position, they’ve
been able to help one another get
better in that key role.
“They push each other but
they also get along well,” Counter
said. “Both of them are willing to
do different things. Gerald plays
some receiver, and Josh was
wanting to play receiver over
the summer when we would use
Gerald at quarterback in 7-on-7.
They’re just two great kids and it’s
great to see.”
The Mavericks have finished
fifth — one spot short of the
playoffs each of the past two
years. Morton Ranch lost two
games on the final plays of
games, something that Counter
had never experienced before in
his 33 years of coaching.
“That’s the first time I’ve been
on a staff where we lost two

MORTON RANCH
SCHEDULE
AUG. 28:
SEPT. 3:
SEPT. 9:
SEPT. 16:
SEPT. 24:
OPEN
OCT. 8:
OCT. 15:
OCT. 21:
OCT. 29:
NOV. 5:
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vs. Cy-Lakes, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m. (PARENT
NIGHT)
at Paetow, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Hastings, at Legacy
Stadium 6 p.m.
vs. Lake Creek, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Taylor, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Seven Lakes, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Tompkins, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
(HOMECOMING)
at Mayde Creek, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Cinco Ranch, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Katy, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.

games literally on the last play of
the game,” Counter said. “Those
are heartbreaking, but I think the
guys have learned from it and
hopefully if we get into some
close games this year, we can
turn that into a win.”
Cinco Ranch returns six
starters on offense and five on
defense. Giving the Mavericks
experienced options on both sides
of the ball.
“We feel really good about
what we have on offense,”
Counter said. “With what we
have at quarterback and our
experience on the offensive line
and at running back, we really feel
like we could be special there.
On defense though we are a little
thin. We’re the school with the
smallest enrollment at Katy ISD
and we have some really good
players — we just don’t have a lot
of depth.”
Karsten Christopher, Jr. and
Benen Lee have been selected
as team captains and have
stepped up into leadership roles
as incoming seniors.
Zachary Sessions and
Jakobe Hinton will be counted
on within the offensive line to
lead the way while Alexis Lima
Kijuan Tavarez will help anchor
the defense.
Ryan Hall and Dean Ford
have impressed heading into
their sophomore years and J.
J. Arriaga brings consistency to
the teams kicking game.
The Mavericks will open
the season against Cy-Lakes
on Aug. 28 and will face Katy
Taylor in their district opener on
Sept. 24.
“It’s an exciting time and
we’re just ready to get going,”
Counter said. “We’ve been
competing and been in the hunt
for a playoff spot these past two
years. Hopefully we can make
that jump this year and find a
way to get into that three of four
spot.”

ASTOR FARM TO TABLE

proudly supports the

KATY AREA
FOOTBALL PROGRAM
Katy Pin Oak
722 Pin Oak Road | Katy, TX 77494
281.391.4900
AllegianceBank.com

WINE DOWN
WEDNESDAYS

TUES & THURS

SATURDAY
EVENING

$4.50 GLASS OF WINE

$2.00 FROZEN MARGARITA
NOON - 7 PM

FREE DESSERT

With coupon/Expires 10-31-2021
OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED

With coupon/Expires 10-31-2021
OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED

With coupon/Expires 10-31-2021
OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED

FEATURING HOUSE-MADE COOKED
DISHES WITH ARGENTINIAN,
G
N
I
VENEZUELAN AND
CATER
SOUTH AFRICAN STYLE.
TOO!
1590 S. MASON RD., SUITE A, KATY 77450 | 832-913-6465
W W W. A S TO R FA R M TOTA B L E . CO M

Wishing all the athletes
a great fall season!
Good luck!
Give BVS Home Experts a call for all your
Air Conditioning & Heating needs

Call (281) 248-8369

Click gobvs.com

TACLA11315E
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TAYLOR

MUSTANGS

Tyrone Irving runs after the
catch during a game against
Cy-Springs at Legacy Stadium.
COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

MUSTANGS
Taylor schedule

AUG. 27:
SEPT. 4:
SEPT. 10:
SEPT. 16:
SEPT. 23:
OCT. 1:
OCT. 8:
OCT. 16:
OPEN
OCT. 28:
NOV. 5:

vs. Clear Springs, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Cy-Woods, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m. (PARENT
NIGHT)
at Dickinson, at Sam
Vantanza, 7 p.m.
vs. The Woodlands, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Seven Lakes, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Tompkins, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
(HOMECOMING)
at Mayde Creek, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Cinco Ranch, at
Legacy Stadium, 11 a.m.
at Taylor, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
at Morton Ranch, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.

PUSH FOR CONTINUED

and we have five Division I players and
that’s a hard thing to replace,” Simmons
said. “We don’t really have those top end
guys; we maybe have one or two. We really
top to bottom have more good high school
players that can be successful. We just
have to get those guys prepared and ready
and we’re young in spots. The big key is
getting those guys who haven’t played in as
many varsity games prepared for the grind
of district play.”
Michael Whitaker, the team’s leading
rusher and receiver, will be the lead back
this season, while Hollis Robinson is expected to lead the receiving corps. Hay Nolan
will help anchor the offensive line.
Joe Jefferson moved from safety to quarterback over the offseason and Simmons
said he has showed real promise. Jackson
Ingram is also working at quarterback.
“We have a real good group of guys
with good speed at our skill positions,”
Simmons said. “They can stretch the field
and so that’s a really big thing we want to
do offensively is put pressure on defenses
by stretching the field both horizontally and
vertically and forcing teams to get out of
their comfort zone against us.”
Defensively, the team feels good about
Robinson and Jaden Burr in the secondary, Ashton Coker on the defensive line and Connor Vickery, Nick
Goedde and Jayden Williams at
linebacker.
The goal early in the season is
to find a way to get better every time
they step on the field, and learn in
non-district play, which will start in the
team’s season opener against Cy-Springs.
“You always have some guys who
haven’t played a lot of varsity football, so
it’s huge to have that time to find out where
they fit best,” Simmons said. “Having those
four games back before district is great and
it helps prepare them.”
Taylor will open district against Seven
Lakes on Sept. 30.
“The key for being successful in any district is to have that consistency, and knowing that no matter which of the other six
teams that we are playing, that every one
of those games count to whether you get
into the playoffs or not. You have to take
every game seriously and know that they
are all important when it comes to district
games. You have to be ready week to week
and prepare and adapt to opponents.”

SUCCESS

BY TYLER TYRE

T

SPORTS EDITOR

aylor wants to keep things
going.
The program has made
the playoffs each of the past
five seasons, and the past two years
has made it to the state semifinals
and regional semifinals. However,
the team graduated a senior class of
38 in May that played a major role in
those appearances.
Despite that, the Mustangs feel
they have the talent to make another
run and feels the extra experience his
team has gained by being in those
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playoff runs gives them an edge.
“I think that’s one of the big keys
as to why teams that make deep runs
continue to do that even with people
graduating,” said Taylor head coach
Chad Simmons. “There’s a cycle
when kids are playing more games.
The kids at the lower levels get to
continue to practice, they get to experience those games even if they aren’t
playing. It’s just a cycle of giving you
a better chance to be successful.”
The Mustangs return four starters
on both offense and defense, and
Simmons feels comfortable with the
depth on both sides of the ball.
“We had a really good senior class

Thank YOU for your Support, Katy, Texas!
of

of

of

of

of

2021
WINNER

2021
WINNER

2021
WINNER

2021
WINNER

2021
WINNER

Voted the

Voted the

Voted the

Voted the

Voted the

BEST
CHIROPRACTOR

BEST
HEALTH CARE
CLINIC

BEST
PHYSICIAN

BEST
WEIGHT LOSS
CLINIC

BEST
MASSAGE
THERAPY

Chiropractic • Massage
Treatments & Therapies
Personal Injury • Spinal Decompression
Weight Loss
20501 Katy Fwy Unit 130 | Katy, TX 77450
281.578.0606 • www.chirodynamics.net
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TOMPKINS

FALCONS

S
N
I
K
P
M
O
T

Joshua McMillan
II celebrates after
scoring a touchdown
during Tompkins
24-19 win over
Katy High at Legacy
Stadium.
COLE MCNANNA | FILE
PHOTO

READY FOR
TOMPKINS SCHEDULE
AUG. 28:
SEPT. 3:
SEPT. 11:
SEPT. 17:
SEPT. 23:
OCT. 1:
OCT. 7:
OCT. 15:
OCT. 22:
OPEN
NOV. 4:

vs. Magnolia, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
at Clear Springs, at
Challenger Stadium, 7
p.m.
vs. Klein Collins, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Clear Creek, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
(HOMECOMING)
vs. Cinco Ranch, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Katy, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Taylor, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
at Morton Ranch, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Seven Lakes, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
(PARENT NIGHT)
at Mayde Creek, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.

STIFF DISTRICT COMPETITION

BY TYLER TYRE

T

SPORTS EDITOR

ompkins may be losing some marquee players
this season, but the expectation of success
hasn’t changed in the program.
Head coach Todd McVey has built a program that expects to contend, as the Falcons have
made the playoffs each of the past three years, reaching the regional round each season.
With an experienced squad returning, things are
no different this year, and the team wants to repeat as
District 19-6A champions.
“The determination is there every year; it’s a new
year and everyone wants that just as much,” McVey
said. “But our biggest thing is to take it one game at a
time and make sure we get better. We’re more interested in ourselves and seeing how we can improve
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than we’re interested with anyone else. We just have to
focus on improving every day.”
Tompkins returns eight starters offensively, but loses
their starting backfield in Jalen Milroe, who is now at
the University of Alabama, and Marquis Shoulders, who
is now at the University of Tulsa.
McVey knows that it will be hard to replace what
those two gave the team but hopes the returners can
help along the younger players.
“The guys who were in the backfield were very
talented, but we have some guys coming up who were
on the varsity and were on the JV that have done good
things,” McVey said. “We look forward to seeing those
guys grow into their own roles. It’s going to be different
and that’s ok. We want them to be themselves and be
the best version of themselves, and that’s going to be
the biggest part of their journey.
Cole Francis will step into the starting role at

“We have gratitude for what we have gone through the
past couple years. It’s great to be out here and have
the opportunity for a full season again and we want
to make the most of it.”
— COACH TODD MCVEY
quarterback. The senior led Tompkins
junior varsity to a district championship
last season and McVey has seen good
things from him over the summer.
“He’s done a great job of leading,”
McVey said. “Cole just does a great job
of helping the guys. He’s put himself
out there and they respond to him. He’s
here every day, he’s been at everything
we do, and he leads by example. We
are really excited about his leadership
as well as his play on the field.”
The team also returns five starters on
defense, and the front seven should be
a big area of strength with players such
as Sean Dubose, Eti-ini Bassey, Bryce
Shaink, while cornerback Caleb Komolafe will help anchor the secondary.
“This year’s seniors have done a
really good job getting everyone prepared,” McVey said. “They know that
‘the crimson line’ has been set high and
they want to continue to raise that bar.
It’s not about how much you raise it, it’s
if you raise it and they want to continue

to do that. I just look forward to seeing
them grow and continue what they’ve
started.”
Tompkins has big goals, but McVey
is determined to take things day by day
and not look too far ahead. A motto his
players reiterate.
The Falcons will open the season
Aug. 28 against Magnolia at Legacy Stadium and will open district play against
Cinco Ranch on Sept. 23 at Rhodes
Stadium.
“We want to get 1% better every
day, no matter what,” McVey said. “We
want to come out on the field and feel
good about what we have done because
every time you come out here, you don’t
get it back. The seniors especially are
on a countdown and they have to understand and appreciate every time they
get out here. We have gratitude for what
we have gone through the past couple
years. It’s great to be out here and have
the opportunity for a full season again
and we want to make the most of it.”

COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

The Tompkins defense wraps up a Katy High ballcarrier during Falcons 24-19 win over Katy at Legacy Stadium.

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

27227 Highway Blvd., Katy, TX 77494 • Near Cane Island Parkway

Mon-Fri 7-6, Sat 8-12 • www.katyvetclinic.com

Dr. Catherine
Berry

Dr. Kari Cleavinger
Owner

Dr. Hillary
Barra

Dr. Jessica
Machala

Dr. Lori
Smith

Wishing all
Katy ISD
teams
another
great season!

281-391-3169 • LOCALLY OWNED

1260 Pin Oak Rd. Ste. 208 Katy, TX 77494
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SEVEN LAKES

SPARTANS

EXPECTATIONS RAISED

FOR

SPARTANS

BY TYLER TYRE

S
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AUG. 28:
SEPT. 3:
p.m.
SEPT. 11:
SEPT. 17:
SEPT. 23:
OCT. 1:

SPORTS EDITOR

even Lakes made it back to the playoffs for just the fifth time in
school history last season, but the ultimate goal still eludes them.
That goal is the only thing on the Spartans’ mind this year —
get the school’s first-ever playoff victory.
“The advantage we have now is that our guys know what to expect,”
said head coach Jimmy Hamon. “They’ve been there before, and they
know what to expect in the playoffs. The first thing we have to do is make
sure we get into the playoffs, and if we are lucky enough that
we do, there won’t be any shock or deer in the headlights.
We know what to expect.”
Last year’s team made it to the Class 6A, Div. I bi-district
round, but ran into a wall in the form of Fort Bend Ridge
Point, which made it all the way to the regional final game.
Expectations are higher for the Spartans this year.
“It’s not good enough anymore just to get there,” Hamon said. “That
was maybe the mentality prior to this coming year, but we’ve been there,
we’ve done that and now it’s time to take that next step. That experience of
being there before is going to be huge for us and now we have to build on
that.”
Seven Lakes graduated 38 players from last year’s team and returns
five offensive starters and two defensive starters, but despite having a
young defense, Hamon is confident in the group.
“The guys really have our schemes down and know our expectations
on that side of the ball,” Hamon said. “It allowed us to do things in the
spring that are more advanced and even though we’ll have nine new
starters on defense, I think from game one you’ll see that discipline and
preparedness from them.”
Offensively, Grayson Medford, who was the leading receiver on last
year’s team, will get the first shot at quarterback and has
impressed Hamon so far with his ability to both run and throw.
D.J. Nechvatal and Filbert Presley will lead the offensive line.
Hamon has liked what he’s seen from Landon Ross at
tight end who is moving up from JV last season. The team
has three options at running back and Hamon feels comfortable with all of
them.
“Medford is just a natural leader; he has a charisma about him,” Hamon
said. “Even when he played receiver, players just looked to him and so
moving him to quarterback gives him that role even more. He’s such a
good athlete that we can’t afford not to use his legs, his arm and his creative playmaking ability. We are going to have to find some targets for him,
but our running backs and our tight end Landon Ross will do a good job
taking some pressure off him.”
Seven Lakes will face Houston Memorial on Aug. 27 at Rhodes Stadium to start the season and will open district against Katy High at Legacy
Stadium on Sept. 23.

TOMPKINS SCHEDULE

OCT. 7:
OCT. 15:
OCT. 22:
OPEN
NOV. 4:

Seven Lakes senior running back Milton Jones jumps
past a Mayde Creek defender during the Spartans’ win
over Mayde Creek at Legacy Stadium.
PHOTO BY COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

vs. Magnolia, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
at Clear Springs, at
Challenger Stadium, 7
vs. Klein Collins, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Clear Creek, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
(HOMECOMING)
vs. Cinco Ranch, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Katy, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Taylor, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
at Morton Ranch, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Seven Lakes, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.
(PARENT NIGHT)
at Mayde Creek, at
Rhodes Stadium, 7 p.m.

832-437-3800
www.kurrywalah.com

1830 S. MASON RD., SUITE 165, KATY,TX 77450
Just south of Highland Knolls
katykurrywalah@gmail.com
Open 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed on Tuesdays

FREE
BOTTLE
OF
WINE
With orders
over $50.00

Cannot be combined with any other offer
Expires 9/30/2021

Dine In | Pick Up | Catering
ORDER ONLINE!

FOR
HIRING NOW ER
AG
SERVER/MAN

Lunch Hours
11 a.m. to 2:30 pm.

THANK YOU, KATY COMMUNITY,
FOR CHOOSING US AS THE BEST
INDIAN RESTAURANT!

Best of
READERS CHOICE AWARDS
2020
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MAYDE CREEK

RAMS

MAYDE BOUNCE BACK
CREEK
READY TO

AFTER CHALLENGING SEASON

MAYDE CREEK
SCHEDULE
AUG. 27:
SEPT. 2:
SEPT. 9:
OPEN
SEPT. 24:
SEPT. 30:
OCT. 8:
OCT. 15:
OCT. 21:
OCT. 29:
NOV. 4:

at Conroe High, at
Moorehead Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Cy-Lakes, at Cy-Fair
FCU Stadium, 6:30 p.m.
at Nimitz, at Thorne
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. College Park, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
(HOMECOMING)
at Cinco Ranch, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Katy, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Taylor, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Morton Ranch, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Seven Lakes, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Tompkins, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m. (PARENT
NIGHT)

Mayde Creek has their third coach in three
years in J Jensen and will look for more
stability in the upcoming season.
COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

“Leadership is earned through sweat and the respect
you demand on the field, and some guys have definitely
earned that so far. ... If we make a mistake they don’t
yell or put them down, they go and encourage the guy
and help them fix it, which is exactly what you want.”
— Coach J Jensen

18 FALL FOOTBALL PREVIEW 2021 — A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT OF THE KATY TIMES

BY TYLER TYRE

W
SPORTS EDITOR

hen J Jensen was
hired as the head
football coach of
Mayde Creek,
he knew that he had a special
opportunity.
Although the Rams missed
the playoffs last season and
only won one game in District
19-6A, the team’s best season
in over two decades came the
season before under now Jordan head coach Mike Rabe.
It was also a chance for
Jensen to return home to the
school where he graduated
in 1998 and was an assistant
coach at from 2005-2010.
“It’s been great,” Jensen
said. “My biggest thing is instilling being a great teammate,
being a leader in the community and doing exactly what’s
right for the Rams. From the
time that we’ve got here to
now, you can see that guys
have grown. When we first
got here, guys might yell after
an incomplete pass — now
they’re picking the ball up and
talking to the quarterback and
trying to figure things out. We
want to teach people how to be
leaders and how to pick their
teammates up.”
For this year’s senior
class, it’s the third head coach
they’ve had in three years. But
the team has bought in to Jensen’s culture and has taken to
the new offense and defense
that have been installed.
“They’ve been doing a lot
of learning and they’ve been
focused and ready,” Jensen
said. “They’re learning exactly
what their job is on every play
and just doing your job on that,
not someone else’s. Don’t try
to step outside the scheme,
don’t try to do too much. Let
the scheme win on defense
and offense and focus on what
you should be doing. If all 11

people do that, then we will be
in great shape.”
The Rams lost 28 players
to graduation this year and
return 15 varsity players, but
only three offensive starters
and five defensive starters.
Still, Jensen has seen
leadership from players trying
to help people without varsity
experience understand what it
takes to be successful.
“Leadership is earned
through sweat and the respect
you demand on the field, and
some guys have definitely
earned that so far,” Jensen
said. “Our seniors have done
a great job and so have our
juniors. They really are pushing
each other to get to that next
level and holding their teammates accountable. If we make
a mistake, they don’t yell or put
them down — they go and encourage the guy and help them
fix it, which is exactly what you
want.”
Key players for the team
include Jordan Kelly (WR, S),
Tay’Shawn Wilson (CB, S),
Emiliano Gonzalez (OL) and
Leroy Turner (WR) as well
as the team’s edge rushers
on defense, including Greg
Meeks, Xavier Hansen and
Kyle Johnson.
Mayde Creek will open its
schedule at Cypress Lakes on
Sept. 2 and will open district
play against Cinco Ranch at
Rhodes Stadium.
“The kids are doing better
every day,” Jensen said.
“That’s the key is to keep
getting better and have that
consistency. It’s going to be
great once we have that film
to look at and show them so
that we can continue to make
improvements and show them
how to pay attention to detail
and focus on exactly what
they have to do on every play.
That’s how you get better and
how you’ll be ready for district.”

PAETOW

PANTHERS

Paetow quarterback C.J. Dumas Jr. prepares to pass
during a game against Barbers Hill at Legacy Stadium.
COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

MAYDE CREEK
SCHEDULE
AUG. 27:
SEPT. 2:
SEPT. 9:
OPEN
SEPT. 24:
SEPT. 30:
OCT. 8:
OCT. 15:
OCT. 21:
OCT. 29:
NOV. 4:

PAETOW

at Conroe High, at
Moorehead Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Cy-Lakes, at Cy-Fair
FCU Stadium, 6:30 p.m.
at Nimitz, at Thorne
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. College Park, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
(HOMECOMING)
at Cinco Ranch, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Katy, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Taylor, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Morton Ranch, at
Legacy Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Seven Lakes, at Legacy
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Tompkins, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m. (PARENT
NIGHT)

SEEKS TO CONTINUE SUCCESS
BY TYLER TYRE

T

SPORTS EDITOR

he past two years have been
steps up for the Paetow
Panthers.
2019 gave the school its
first playoff berth and 2020 gave the
Panthers their first playoff win.
But then disaster struck the program heading into the Class 5A, DI
area round as the school was forced
to shut down because of an abun-

dance of COVID-19 cases, ending
the Panthers season prematurely.
But that has lit a fire under this year’s
squad.
“These guys have worked so
hard,” said Paetow head coach
BJ. Gotte. “Really as soon as we
got back from Christmas break in
January, they’ve pushed things. Our
seniors especially put themselves
in a position to go and compete and
have a good year this year.”
The Panthers have reached each

of their goals the past two years with
getting to the playoffs and winning a
playoff game, but they are ready to
take the next step and see how far
this group can go.
“We have to continue to stay
hungry and not get distracted by all
the things that impact success on the
football field,” Gotte said. “That’s kind
of the thing we are going to really
have to dial in on, eliminating those
outside distractions and focusing on
improving ourselves as a team and
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PAETOW

PANTHERS

Paetow players
celebrate in
the endzone
during a game
against Barbers
Hill at Legacy
Stadium.
COLE MCNANNA |
FILE PHOTO
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being the best teammate we can be. If we do that,
I really do think we have a chance to be something
special.”
Paetow returns eight defensive starters this
season and the unit will be led by Kentrell Webb,
Michael Jordan and Alex Kilgore. With that much
experience on the defensive side of the ball, Gotte
expects big things from Paetow’s defense.
Offensively, the Panthers return four starters, but
that does include quarterback C.J. Dumas, running
back Jacob Brown and wide receiver Kole Wilson.
“It’s tremendous to have that many people back,”
Gotte said “This senior class is a group where we
have a handful of three-year starters on both sides
of the ball and they’re really the first group that’s
been in our program since its inception, with them
being in eighth grade when we opened. We’re
excited about the opportunity to reach those high
expectations we have, but we have to put in the
work and the preparation to be able to maximize our
opportunities.”
The biggest question mark for the team is on the
line, both offensively and defensively.
“We only have one returning starter on both our
offensive and defensive line unit, but we really have

had some young kids step up,” Gotte said. “They
really did a good job in the spring and solidified their
roles and I’m excited about our ability and potential
there. But that’s going to be the biggest thing we will
have to look at as coaches is the line play on both
sides of the ball, coaching them up and getting them
ready for district.”
Paetow will be in a competitive District 10-5A
that includes a regional finalist last year in Manvel,
a regional semifinalist in Fort Bend Hightower and
an area finalist in Richmond Foster.
The Panthers will open the season at Barbers
Hill on Aug. 27 and will travel to Richmond Foster to
open district on Sept. 10.
“The district is really deep,” Gotte said “Manvel,
Foster, Hightower - those are the names you always
hear, but Terry had a decent year last year. Angleton
is talented and well coached. So, there’s really six
teams that are really good football teams. We have
to be at our best because if we aren’t, we are going
to get beat. We just have to stay focused on the
process, working on what we need to work on every
day and doing those things that will put us in position to be at our very best. If we do those things and
stay focused, I think we are going to do pretty well.”

Fanfare for
FAN WEAR!
2020 Championship
Fanwear Available
At Amber’s!

(a portion of the proceeds supports Katy athletics)

722 Pin Oak Rd, Katy, TX 77494 | 281-391-6333 | ambersdesigns.com
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JORDAN

WARRIORS

JORDAN
EXCITED
FOR FIRST

Colin Willetts stiff arms a defender
during a Jordan practice.
PHOTO BY TYLER TYRE

VARSITY SEASON

BY TYLER TYRE

T

SPORTS EDITOR

here’s a different feeling at Jordan
this year.
While the Warriors may not have
a chance to get in the playoffs this
year, as the school is currently without a
district until next year’s realignment, it will
be the first year for Jordan to have a varsity
program and the excitement is showing.
“It’s been great around here,” said
Jordan head coach Mike Rabe. “They’ve
bought into what we are selling, and they
have created a piece of their own culture
here. The kids have taken ownership of us
creating a hard-working culture. They push
the narrative in the locker room and out
at practice; it’s just fun to watch. We gave
them tools to work with, and for them to
grab it and take off has been exciting.”
Jordan, which will have freshman through
junior students this year and is the newest
high school in Katy ISD, planned on competing against varsity competition last year, but
with COVID-19 changing team schedules,
Rabe’s plan was forced back a year. Jordan
had a JV schedule last season and this year
will be the introduction of varsity.
“It’s huge to be able to play against other
varsity teams this year,” Rabe said. “We’re
excited about it. It gives us film on the opponent. It gives us the whole breakdown of
how to game plan – lets us have a weekend
operation. It’s just really good for our kids
to get this experience and have them know
what to expect once we have a district next
year.”
Rabe said players are taking accountability and leadership has grown from the
players going into their second years.
“We’ve got a great junior class right now
and just to watch those guys’ growth from
the beginning of last year to where they are
now has been exciting,” he said. “They do
things right and it’s the whole group of them
that does it the right way. It’s just been outstanding from them and as a coach it’s been
so fun to watch.”
Juniors who have stood out and taken

“It’s huge to be able to play against other varsity teams this year.
... It’s just really good for our kids to get this experience and have
them know what to expect once we have a district next year.”
—coach mike rabe
up leadership roles include Nicholas
Hollinger and Ryan Miller as well as
the entire offensive and defensive
line, which are filled with juniors.
Collin Willis and Deuce Barrington
will battle for the starting spot at quarterback this season, and Rabe has
been impressed out of what he has
seen from the two.
“Seeing those two guys compete
against each other for that starting
spot has been great,” Rabe said.
“Day in, day out, through the spring
and summer they’ve given it everything and it’s been really fun to watch.
They’re both great players.”
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Jordan will play at Waco La Vega
in its season opener on Aug. 27
before facing Danbury at Rhodes
Stadium on Sept. 3. The team can’t
wait to finally get things going.
“I’m really excited, I’m proud of the
work they’ve put in and I can’t wait
to get some games under the lights
and do some of that traveling that’s
unique,” Rabe said. “I want to see
how they go out there and perform
and see what we’re good at and
what we need to fix. It’s going to be
rewarding to see them go out in those
type of situations and compete.”

JORDAN SCHEDULE
AUG. 27:
SEPT. 3:
SEPT. 9:
SEPT. 17:
SEPT. 24:
OCT. 1:
OPEN
OCT. 16:

at Waco La Vega, at Waco
La Vega, 7:30 p.m.
vs. Danbury, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. L.C.M., at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Davenport-Comal, at
Davenport-Comal High,
7:30 p.m.
at Lake Belton, at Lake
Belton High, 7 p.m.
vs. Hitchcock, at Rhodes
Stadium, 7 p.m.

vs. Lake Belton, at Rhodes
Stadium, noon
OCT. 21-23: TBD
OCT. 29: vs. Pieper, TBD, 7 p.m.
NOV. 6:
vs. Davenport, at Legacy
Stadium, noon

ROYAL

FALCONS

ROYALS
AT THE READY

“The thing that it takes to be successful in any
district, regardless of the competition, is teams
having the discipline, structure, (and) commitment. ...”
—coach theadis reagins

BY MELANI ALANIS

T

EDITORIAL INTERN

he Royal Falcons have been working hard this year preparing for the
upcoming season.
“We had a good off-season
strength and conditioning program, we have
more players coming in and we had a good
football camp,” Royal head coach Theadis
Reagins said. “These are the types of things
that are going to take us to the next level.”
The team has been hard at work this
summer trying to better themselves and find
recruits because of the seniors that graduated
from the team.
“One of the benefits of this program is
being able to have these guys for 6 weeks
in the summertime, lifting weights, and doing
the strength and conditioning camp,” Reagins
said. “That was a huge benefit, having those 6
weeks available to us this year.”
The team lost 9 varsity players due to graduation, but they have 15 returning players with
7 of them being defensive starters.
“I think the defense can be really strong because of the experience that they have on that
side of the ball, so I think the defense can be
the strongest point of the team,” Reagins said.
While the past seniors' leadership will be
missed, many players have stepped up this
season; seniors Kobe Lewis and AJ Ball, as
well as non-seniors Deshawn Adams and
Derrick Noel, have led the way.
“We have a lot of leaders in our team, a lot
of hard workers. I think we’re going to be good
this season,” Lewis said.
Getting the team ready means assigning
the players their positions, and there is a
quarterback battle brewing between Lewis and
Noel.
“It’s still early, so we don’t know. We
haven’t played a game yet, so we can’t say
exactly who is going to be the starting quarterback,” Reagins said.
The team record from last season was 2-5
with 1-4 in district play, and the last playoff
appearance was in 2017 with a bi-district

Royal Falcons players pause for a
photo during a pre-season practice.
MELANIE ALANIS

Football Coach Theadis Reagins

appearance, and the team is ready to
get back into it.
“The thing that it takes to be successful in any district, regardless of the competition, is teams having the discipline,
structure, commitment, regardless of
what district you’re in is the commitment
that it takes to be good,” Reagins said.
The Royal High School students
have been working hard, and Noel, a
sophomore, has said that he sees everyone getting better and winning more
games because of it.
The Falcons will travel to Hempstead
on Aug. 27 for the team's first game of
the season, and will face Sealy on Oct.
8 in their district opener.
“I expect our guys to just go out
every week, week-in and week-out and
just compete to the best of their abilities,
trust the training that the coaches have
given them throughout the week, be better prepared, and be mentally focused
for the rest of the season,” Reagins said.

Royal schedule
AUG. 27:
SEPT. 4:
SEPT. 10:
SEPT. 17:
SEPT. 24:
OPEN
OCT. 8:
OCT. 15:
OCT. 22:
OCT. 29:
NOV. 5:

vs. Hempstead, at Falcon
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Waskom, at Jimmy E. Cox
Stadium, 6 p.m.
vs. Caldwell, at Falcon
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Austin Northeast, at
Nelson Field, 7 p.m.
vs. Boling, at Falcon
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Sealy, at T.J. Mills
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at La Marque, at Stingaree
Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Bellville, at Falcon
Stadium, 7 p.m.
at Sweeny, at Bulldog
Stadium, 7 p.m.
vs. Wharton, at Falcon
Stadium, 7 p.m.
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ST. JOHN XXIII

LIONS

ST. JOHN
XXIII

LOOKS FOR BOUNCE-BACK SEASON

St. John XXIII players go
through practice.
COURTESY CLAY RICHARDSON

St. John XXIII
schedule
AUG. 27:
SEPT. 3:
SEPT. 10:
SEPT. 17:
SEPT. 24:
OCT. 1:
OPEN
OCT. 15:
OCT. 22:
OCT. 29:
NOV. 5:

at Houston Village, 7 p.m.
at Fort Bend Christian, 7 p.m.
vs. Woodlands Christian,
7 p.m.
at Kinkaid, 7 p.m.
at St. Thomas, 7 p.m.
at St. Pius X, 7 p.m.
vs. Concordia Lutheran, 7 p.m.
vs. Antonian Prep, 7 p.m.
at San Antonio Central
Catholic, 7 p.m.
vs. San Antonio Christian,
7 p.m.

“We want kids that have the will to
prepare to win, that are willing to put
the work in when no one is looking and
do what it takes to be a success.”
— coach clay richardson
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BY NITYA HOSUR

S

EDITORIAL INTERN

t. John XXIII is preparing
for a return to the gridiron
for the fall season.
The team is trying to
bounce back and have a better season after going 1-7 overall and 1-5
in district (TAPPS Division I, District
2). Their last playoff appearance
was in 2018 at the TAPPS Division
V State Champions. The team has
lost 11 players to graduation this
year but has 22 varsity players
returning.
The team returns experience on
both sides of the ball, with seven offensive starters and eight defensive
starters back again this season.
Head coach Clay Richardson said
that having this experience helps
the players prepare for more on the
field. He said they have also had
the chance to refine their skills and
improve. The players are excited for
the chance to have a full season to
continually get better.
Defensively, a lot of the previous
team members are returning. Richardson said this will play to their
advantage because they have prior
experience on the field and know
what to expect.
Going through the spring and
summer strength and conditioning,
Richardson said that the team is
looking very good, and after working hard they have risen significantly since last year.
“We’ve been doing it for a while,”
Richardson said, “but now it’s starting to show the fruits of our labor.”
In order to take the next step
to reach the playoffs, Richardson
said he would like the team numbers to be a bit bigger and better.
He said that although that change
won’t happen overnight, the team’s
growth and determination will impact future seasons.
“They have to believe in themselves, they have to believe in their
teammates, they have to believe
in their coaches, and they have to

believe in everything,” Richardson
said.
Richardson said the team is getting ready for practice again. The
first week, the team played with helmets, and then with pads. Richardson said they are currently installing
their offensive and defensive plans.
Richardson said he is also focusing
on individuals by improving their
strengths and minimizing their
weaknesses.
Richardson said there is also
a lot of potential in many of the
returning team members and some
newcomers as well. Three of the
seniors have been named captains,
and Richardson said that although
it is not necessary to be a senior
to be a captain, these three have
shown leadership qualities and
are key players on the field. The
captains are Jackson McGaha, who
has also been the team MVP for the
past two years; Ethan Mills, who is
a four-year starter; and offensive
and middle linebacker Julian Urrego. Richardson said that there are
also other returning members with
good leadership qualities, such as
quarterback Carter Suire, who started last year. Richardson said that
all these members and others are
improving the team’s playing ability
and that some of the seniors are
already being scouted by colleges.
Richardson said the goal of the
team is to have successes on the
field. He said the team will take the
matches one day at a time. Richardson said that the team has had
many successes before, and earlier
when the team was in a lower division, they had an outstanding year
followed by a good year. Richardson said that they want to improve
on last year after losing a few players and are working their hardest to
reach the playoffs.
“We want kids that have the will
to prepare to win,” Richardson said,
“that are willing to put the work in
when no one is looking and do what
it takes to be a success.”

Katy Ranch Crossing

Where Katy Gets Things Done...

Office
– 300,000 SF of recently constructed class-A
office space
– 3,000 SF up to three contiguous floors
– Fully furnished, second generation, and
shell space options available
– Katy Freeway signage opportunities
– NW corner of I-10 and Grand Parkway location
– Convenient ingress/egress
– Walkable restaurants and retail
– Garage parking
– Harris County Sheriff substation on site

Flexible Offices & Coworking
– Private offices, coworking spaces, and
meeting rooms available
– Short- or long-term office options
– Scalable for individuals and companies
of all sizes
– Operated by Escalate Workspace

Retail
– 800,000 SF of restaurants, retail, and entertainment
– Unmatched visibility and traffic counts
– Adjacent to Katy Mills Mall, the Katy
Boardwalk, and Typhoon Texas
– Located in the award-winning Katy ISD
– Surrounded by award-winning master
planned communities

For office leasing information contact: 713.888.4099 | Jack Russo | Scott Fikes
For retail leasing information contact: 713.494.3364 | Ed Friedman
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FAITH WEST

CHARGERS

Faith West 6-man
football schedule
AUG. 27:
SEPT. 3:
SEPT. 10:
OPEN
OPEN
OCT. 1:
OCT. 8:
OCT. 15:
OCT. 22:
OCT. 30:
NOV. 5:

vs. Brazosport Christian, 7 p.m.
at Baytown Christian, 7 p.m.
vs. Fort Bend Chargers, 7 p.m.
at Conroe Covenant, 7 p.m.
vs. Allen Academy, 7 p.m.
vs. Galveston O’Connell, 7 p.m.
vs. Giddings State, 7 p.m.
at Emery/Weiner, 7 p.m.
vs. Logos Prep, 7 p.m.

Volleyball Schedule:
AUG. 27 & 28: at Mckinney Christian
AUG. 31: at Westbury Christian, 6 p.m.
SEPT. 7:
vs. Bay Area Christian, 6 p.m.
SEPT. 9:
vs. Ft. Bend Christian, 6 p.m.
SEPT. 14: at Covenant Christian, 6 p.m.
SEPT. 16: vs. Grace Christian, 6 p.m.
SEPT. 17: at Galveston O’Connell, TBA
SEPT. 21: at St. Agnes, TBA
SEPT. 23: vs. Fort Bend Christian
Homeschool, 6 p.m.
SEPT. 24: vs. St. Thomas Episcopal,
7:30 p.m.
SEPT. 28: at Grace Christian, TBA
SEPT. 30, at Brazos Christian, 6 p.m.
OCT. 12,
at Cypress Christian, 6 p.m.
OCT. 14, vs. Legacy Prep, 6 p.m.
OCT. 19.
vs. Cypress Christian, 6 p.m.
OCT. 21: at Northland Christian, 6 p.m.
OCT. 26: at Legacy Prep, 6 p.m.
OCT. 28: vs. Northland Christian, 6 p.m.

CHARGERS
READY FOR FALL SEASON
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ABOVE: Madisen Skinner
blocks a kill attempt during
a match in 2019.
RIGHT: Faith West will open
its cross country season on
Sept. 4 at Burroughs Park.

TOP: The Chargers went
0-6 last season and will be
looking to have a bounce
back year.
PHOTOS COURTESY FAITH WEST
ACADEMY

Cross Country
Schedule
AUG. 28:
SEPT. 4:
SEPT. 11:
SEPT. 18:
SEPT. 25:
OCT. 2:
OCT. 9:
OCT. 16:
OCT. 23,
NOV. 1:

Preseason 2-mile relay race,
Houston NW Church, 7 a.m.
at Burroughs Park, 8 a.m.
at Challenger Park, 8:10 a.m.
at Tonkaway Ranch, 8 a.m.
at The Woodands Christian
Academy, 8:30 a.m.
at Mason Creek Park, 8 a.m.
At Spring Creek Park, 8 a.m.
at Westlake Prep., 8 a.m.
district meet at Houston NW
Church, TBA
at Cottonwood Creek Golf
Club, 9:15 a.m.

Put on the whole armor of God
Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about
with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness;
And your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace;
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
— Ephesians 6:11-18

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,
& More Info
Where Christian Businesses Meet

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Proud to be a TOP CHOICE
in Best of Katy 2021

Voted
BEST NEW
RESTAURANT
By Houston
Chronicle

of
2021

2nd Place

FAMOUS CHICAGO STREET FOOD
WHOLE SMOKED CHICKEN WINGS • ITALIAN BEEFS
HOT DOGS • GYROS • CANNOLI

10 BIG SCREEN TVS
20 BEERS ON TAP 7 FULL LIQUOR BAR
DAILY SPECIALS

FREE

Small Cheese Pizza
With any purchase of $13.00 or more!
Dine in or carry out. One coupon per customer.
Not valid with any other offer or promotion.

Expires 10-31-2021

VOTED #1 PIZZA IN KATY
BY KATY/FORT BEND FOODIES!

2004 Mason Rd south of Highland Knolls, Katy, TX 77450

(281) 574-1788

ORDER ONLINE at www.bigzspizza.com
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STATE CHAMPS

KATY TIGERS

RAMS REYNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

ABOVE: Katy High receiver Nic Anderson (4) celebrates after the Tigers’ 51-14 Class

6A-Division II state championship win over Cedar Hill on Saturday, Jan. 16, at AT&T
Stadium in Arlington.

RIGHT: Katy High running back Jalen Davis powers for yards during the Tigers’ 51-14 win
over Cedar Hill at AT&T Stadium on Saturday afternoon. Katy won the Class 6A-Division II
state championship.

TIGER REWIND
LEFT: Katy High players celebrate their 51-14 win over Cedar Hill at AT&T Stadium on
Saturday afternoon. Katy won the Class 6A-Division II state championship.
ABOVE: Katy High quarterback Caleb Koger looks downfield during the first half of the
Tigers’ 51-14 win over Cedar Hill at AT&T Stadium on Saturday afternoon. Katy won the Class
6A-Division II state championship.
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SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
GRAND PARKWAY
SELF STORAGE

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.
WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.

1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

LIMITED AVAILABILITY!!
CALL AND RESERVE
to secure your unit today!
Thank you, Katy!

of
2021

2nd Place

Valid for 25% off your total pre-tax purchase of $25
or more. Cannot be combined with any other offers or
discounts. Limit one use per coupon. No photocopies
accepted. No cash value. Valid on in-store, online, and
app orders. Valid at 25705 Katy Freeway, Katy TX 77494.

Valid for $5 off your choice of any pre-tax purchase of
$14 or more. Cannot be combined with any other offers
or discounts. Limit one use per coupon. No photocopies
accepted. No cash value. Valid on in-store, online, and
app orders. Valid at 25705 Katy Freeway, Katy TX 77494.

25705 Katy Freeway Katy TX 77494
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BEST SHOTS

TEAM UP

2020 SEASON

WITH AREA
BUSINESSES
TO GET BUSINESS!

TOP PHOTO: Katy’s Shepherd Bowling
(25) and Cohen Dearman (94) corral Shadow
Creek’s Isaiah Harper (6) during a Region III 6A
Division 2 semifinal at Freedom Field in Iowa
Colony.
PRENTICE C. JAMES | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

ABOVE: Taylor running back Michael
Whitaker hauls in a scoring catch during a
game against Mayde Creek at Legacy Stadium.
COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

LEFT: Dalton Johnson breaks up a pass
intended for Seth Salverino.
COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO

REGISTER
ONLINE
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281-491-5289
info@katychamber.com

Full Service Plumbing Company

(281) 391-2001

Consistency * Excellence
We want your experience with our highly trained plumbing staff to be outstanding from the moment you call to the time
our technician leaves your home.
Our plumbers are licensed, insured and trained extensively in all areas of plumbing. We’ll be there when you need us,
and you can count on the same exceptional customer service experience every time you call. If you need a Katy plumber,
there’s no better choice for plumbing repair, service or installation in the Katy and surrounding areas. We’re Building Customers for Life.

5316 3rd Street Katy, TX, TX 77493 • http://www.katy-plumber.com/
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