
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Fort Bend County Judge KP 
George delivered a State of the 
County address on Oct. 14 at Safari 
Texas Ranch focusing on the coun-
ty’s recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic and efforts to develop 
the county’s economy.

 “The challenges we face are 
real, but so are the opportunities 
to overcome them and to grow as a 
community in the process,” George 
said in his speech.

During the presentation, which 
was hosted by the Fort Bend and 
Central Fort Bend chambers of 
commerce, George said most 
eligible county residents have been 
at least partially vaccinated against 
COVID-19 with 85% of eligible 
residents having received at least 
one dose and 76% of residents 
being fully vaccinated. The county 
continues to provide free testing for 
the disease and is coordinating ac-
cess to the vaccines which are also 
provided at no charge to those 12 
and older. George said the county is 

still encouraging social distancing 
and masks. 

“These are the things we must 
do to move our community for-
ward, including reaching commu-
nities that have historically shown 
vaccine hesitancy,” George said. 

George praised his fellow 
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New Old
Chicago

Chain opens Katy eatery as 
parent company settles in

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Old Chicago Pizza & Taproom held a ribbon 
cutting at their reopened location at 24515 Katy 
Freeway on Oct. 11 – but that isn’t the only big 
news for SPB Hospitality, the company that owns 
the pizza franchise. SPB has also moved its corpo-
rate office to 19219 I-10 near Greenhouse Road. 

“We selected Katy and Houston for the reasons 
most companies would love to come to Texas,” 
said SPB President and CEO Jim Mazany. “It’s 
a great place – great schools obviously to start 
with – a really exciting, fun food scene and social 
scene.” 

Mazany said the environment in Greater 

CPR fraud investigation leads to arrest
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Ubadire Sampson Anosike, a resident of 
the Cinco Ranch area of Fort Bend County, 
was arrested Sept. 30 for issuing falsified 
CPR certification cards. 

“The people that were buying these cards 
are people that are employees of employers 
that require this card to administer CPR or 
life-saving techniques,” FBCSO Lieutenant 
Rodney Glendening said during a Sept. 14 
press conference. “These cards were bought 
from a person without any training, without 
any instructions and merely by the mere 
presence of showing up.” 

Anosike has been released on $1,000 
bond but faces charges of Fraudulent Use or 

Possession of Identi-
fication Information, 
a felony punishable 
by up to two years in 
jail and a fine of up 
to $10,000, according 
to an FBCSO press 
release that followed 
the conference. 

Glendening said 
investigators had been 
alerted to the crime 

by Erica Washington, a nurse and owner 
of Genesis Education and Training out of 
Wharton, Texas. Washington had reported 
to the FBCSO that her information had been 

UBADIRE 
SAMPSON ANOSIKE

Erica Washington, the 
owner of Genesis Education 

and Training, speaks at a 
Fort Bend County Sheriff’s 

Office press conference. 
Washington said a Cinco 

Ranch man, Ubadire 
Sampson Anosike, had used 

her certification as a CPR 
instructor to produce fake 

CPR certifications which 
he sold to people who had 

received no training. Anosike 
is currently out on bond 
pending his court case.

FACEBOOK/FORT BEND COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
See FRAUD, page A3

George delivers state 
of the county address

FORT BEND COUNTY

Fort Bend County Judge KP George delivered his 
State of the County address on Oct. 14 at Safari 
Texas Ranch. George said the county is working 
to help residents and businesses recover from the 
pandemic and is focused on drawing technology 
firms to bolster the economy for his constituents.

See COUNTY, page A3 BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Voting began Oct. 18 on 
Royal ISD’s proposed $99.5 
million bond package which 
RISD’s administration says is 
necessary for the district to 
face oncoming rapid growth 
in the area to the west of Katy. 
Planning for the bond package 
was done by a community 

group that reached a unan-
imous decision to move 
forward with the bond, RISD 
Superintendent Rick Kershner 
said during an Oct. 14 commu-
nity luncheon. 

“(They went on) some facil-
ity tours – most of that’s at the 
junior high, looking at some 
of our aging facilities there,” 
Kershner said. “You know, the 
bones of that building are real-

ly good – the structure. It’s just 
some of the infrastructure that 
(needs refurbishment).” 

Kershner said a new junior 
high campus and an addition-
al Pre-K through elementary 
campus would be built if the 
bonds – which are projected 
not to increase the district’s 
property tax rates – are ap-

FILE PHOTO BY R. HANS MILLER

Royal ISD Operations Director Derrick Dabney explains plumbing infrastructure issues at Royal Junior High during an April 28 tour of 
the facility. The building is aging and needs serious infrastructure improvements to remain safely usable by students, faculty and staff. 
The urinals in the boys’ restroom have not been replaced due to plumbing problems under the building’s foundation that need to be 
addressed, Dabney said. RISD officials are hoping a $99.5 million bond will address these issues and allow the district to build two 
additional campuses to face upcoming growth of the student body.

Voting begins for RISD’s 
$99.5M bond package

See BOND, page A3

SUSAN ROVEGNO/KATY TIMES PUBLISHER

The Katy Tiger cheer squad jazzes up the crowd at the ribbon cutting for Old 
Chicago Pizza & Taproom on Oct. 11. The ceremony was just one part of SPB 

Hospitality’s big news for the Katy area after it opted to move its corporate office 
from Denver, Colo. to Texas which will bring hundreds of jobs to the community. 

See RESTAURANT, page A5

 “The challenges we face are real, but so are 
the opportunities to overcome them and to 
grow as a community in the process.”

—KP GEORGE, FORT BEND COUNTY JUDGE



KATYTIMES.COM

A2 THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2021

700 S Westgreen Blvd

Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 

The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Break
  7. Ruled Russia
13. Having several lobes
14. Walked around proudly
16. Atomic #77
17. Largest living land animals
19. The Great Lakes State
20. A type of toast
22. Partner to feather
23. Bristlelike
25. Bowfin
26. Distributes
28. Hairlike structure
29. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
30. Where wrestlers work
31. Blood relation
33. A great deal
34. Round Dutch cheese
36. Move further away from
38. Type of wrap
40. Furies
41. Removes from the record
43. Young salmon
44. Feline
45. Skin decor
47. Disfigure
48. They __
51. Formal term for “on”
53. Weight of precious stones
55. Traveled rapidly
56. Long-winged aquatic bird
58. Prickly husk

59. Expressed pleasure
60. Exclamation of surprise
61. Most irritable
64. Virginia
65. Optimistic
67. Humorous works
69. Arranged systematically
70. Emerges

CLUES DOWN
  1. Wives of a polygamous
      man
  2. Where hurt ballplayers land
  3. Single-celled animal
  4. Rhythmic pattern 
  5. One from Utah
  6. A group of seven
  7. Refrains from inflicting
  8. Light brown
  9. Humanistic discipline
10. Emits coherent radiation
11. It says who you are
12. Roundworm
13. Group of Native Americans
15. Makes wider
18. Headgear
21. One who sets others free
24. Form of communication
26. A Brit’s mother
27. Title of respect
30. Famed modernist painter
32. One-time province of
      British India
35. Prosecutors

37. Motor vehicle
38. Non-religious
39. Native Americans of
      Colorado and Wyoming
42. Pouch
43. Touch gently
46. Chose
47. Actress Tomei
49. Former Broncos coach Dan
50. Icelandic poems

52. More decent
54. Grillmasters use it
55. Self-immolation by fire
      rituals
57. Expression of annoyance
59. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
62. Consumed
63. Body part
66. Thus
68. Rupee

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Authentic Jamaican Restaurant

SUNDAY
BRUNCH

12 – 4
All you can eat
Great food and 

great music!

3111 N. Fry R. Unit 160, Katy 77449
281-579-9060

jamaicanfoodhouston.com

Tropical Diner
       WEST

FROM STAFF REPORTS

KISD State of the District set for Oct. 22
Katy ISD Superintendent Ken Gregorski will present the State 

of the District at the Leonard Merrell Center at 6301 S. Stadium 
Lane in Katy from 7:30 to 9 a.m. on Friday, Oct. 22. Anyone inter-
ested in attending should visit https://bit.ly/StateOfTheDistrict 
to RSVP. 

‘New Kid’ returns to KISD shelves
After temporarily removing the book “New Kid” by Jerry Craft 

from district libraries in early October, Katy ISD announced last 
week that the book had been returned to campuses.

The book had drawn criticism from some parents because 
they felt it promoted critical race theory, a graduate-level 
concept taught in law schools and graduate programs that 
views racism as a social construct that has infiltrated into public 
policy. Other parents supported keeping the book on district 
shelves. 

A statement from the district said collections of literature 
in KISD libraries are carefully reviewed and selected. When a 
parent challenges the selection of a book, the item is temporarily 
pulled from shelves to be reviewed by a committee. 

“Earlier this week, the review committee met and deter-
mined the appropriateness of the book, ‘New Kid.’ The reading 
material is already back on District library shelves and the virtu-
al author visit is scheduled to take place on October 25 as part of 
the instructional day,” the district’s statement said. 

According to Craft’s website, the book is about the experienc-
es of a young Black student who attends a new school where he 
faces racism and other challenges. 

Harris County redistricting 
Harris County will be hosting a public hearing regarding the 

redistricting process on Oct. 21 at 4 p.m. on the ninth floor at 
1001 Preston Street in downtown Houston. The Harris County 
Commissioners Court will be in attendance. 

According to a release from Harris County Commissioner Tom 
Ramsey, the proposed redistricting would move about 500,000 
Harris residents from Precinct 3 to Precinct 2. Road maintenance, 
drainage programs, roads, bridges and parks will be affected by 
the redistricting process, Ramsey said. Additionally, county em-
ployees could be displaced or let go as a result of the changes. 

OSU scholarships awarded
Oklahoma State University’s Ferguson College of Agriculture 

awarded more than $1.8 million in academic scholarships to 
students, according to an OSU press release. Two of those stu-
dents are Katy’s Danielle Jawad and Logan Tumino. 

Jawad, who graduated from Tompkins High School, is an 
Agribusiness major while Tumino, a Seven Lakes alum, studies 
biochemistry and molecular biology. 

The exact amounts of the individual scholarships were not 
disclosed, but the press release indicated the money came from 
alumni and other donors to the university. 

4 Katy area issues
NEWS BITS

COMMUNITY

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The Katy Elks Lodge located at 
1050 Katy Fort Bend Road celebrat-
ed the organization’s fortieth anni-
versary serving the Katy area with 
a festival on Saturday, Oct. 16. The 
nonprofit serves the community in 
a variety of ways and continues to 
welcome new members, represen-
tatives said.

“It’s always a good idea to come 
in, get to know somebody and learn 
about us,” said Elks Trustee Kevin 
Iund. “Look at the charities we do. 
For all the things that we do, I’m 
pretty sure most anybody with a 
charitable heart would find interest.”  

The local nonprofit seeks 
to support disabled children, 
veterans and others in need, said 
current Exalted Ruler Carla Clark. 
That work includes a food pantry, 
fundraisers to provide scholarships 
for local students, hosting a dance 
for students with learning disabil-
ities and their mentors, clothing 
drives for homeless veterans and 
a program to help young people 
with developmental and intellec-
tual challenges go to sleep-away 
camps. 

“It’s at a cost of about $750 per 
child that is fully funded by the 

Texas State Elks,” Iund said. “This 
year, we have $17,000 in grants 
coming back from that camp that 
we can spend here in our Katy 
community, and we’re looking for 
anything that we can do to help 
better the life of a special needs 
child.” 

Honoring first responders and 
veterans is a priority for the Elks 
as well, Clark said. Dinners and 
breakfasts with first responders 
and veterans are regular occur-
rences at the lodge.

Clark said the Elks also have 
a food pantry for those facing 
food insecurity for any reason. To 
request assistance, anyone in need 
may call the lodge and coordi-
nate a time to stop by and pick up 
groceries. 

Offering opportunities for 
community members to contrib-
ute is key to the Katy Elks Lodge’s 
success, Clark and Iund said. Not 
only do they support students who 

mentor their peers with special 
needs, a dozen Katy ISD students 
were on-hand volunteering to 
make Saturday’s carnival a success. 
Additionally, anyone interested in 
becoming an Elks Lodge member 
and supporting the work they do 
in the community is welcome to 
come by in the evenings when 
the lodge is open to visit and find 
out more about the programs and 
opportunities offered by the Katy 
Elks Lodge. 

To become a member, Iund 
said, applicants must believe in 
God, be American citizens, pass a 
background check and be spon-
sored by an existing member. As 
they are sworn into their member-
ships, witnesses must be present 
as part of the tradition of the Elks 
Lodge organization. 

Saturday’s carnival included a 
bounce house, clowns, activities 
for children, food vendors and a 
live DJ playing music of several dif-
ferent genres. Mostly, it was about 
being part of the community and 
celebrating the successes that 40 
years has brought to the Katy Elks, 
Clark said. 

“Today is just a celebration day, 
and we do a lot of things for the com-
munity so we wanted to share our 
celebration with them,” Clark said. 

A clown 
entertains 
children at 
the Katy Elks 
Lodge’s fortieth 
anniversary 
celebration at 
the lodge on 
Katy Fort Bend 
Road. The event 
also featured 
outdoor games, a 
bounce house, a 
DJ playing music 
and multiple 
food vendors. 

R. HANS MILLER

KATY ELKS LODGE
WEB: katyelks.org
PHONE: 281-391-2763
1050 Katy Fort Bend Road
Katy, TX 77493

years of the Elks4040
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Brown Eyed Girl by Roxie
A Boutique for the Free Spirited Person

• Lots of Embroidered Clothing
• Girls Clothing
• Beautiful Mexican Clothing
• Jewelry
• Great Gift Items
• Goats Milk Soaps and Lotions
• Root Candles
• Pet Accessories & Gifts
• Original Water Colors
• Talavera Pottery
• Photography Canvas Prints
• Upholstery, Draperies, 

Refinishing and Custom Shutters

30318 2nd Street • Fulshear, Texas 77441
281-468-7036

NEW STORE HOURS effective 8/1!
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm
Closed Sundays and Mondays

EXTRA DISCOUNTS
for TEACHERS – AND STUDENTS!

(Students must show student ID)

@BEGDbyRoxie Browneyedgirlbyroxie

DISCOUNTS
FOR FIRST

RESPONDERS

Some Retirement Income
Questions to Consider

Unless you are one of the dwindling numbers of Americans fortunate enough to have a pension, 
you are on your own to figure out how to avoid running out of money when you retire. 

Do I have enough saved to last a lifetime? What exactly do I want my money to accomplish? 

How much risk can I reasonably tolerate, and more importantly, how much risk can I AFFORD? 

How about leaving a legacy? What will inflation do to my retirement? How much guaranteed 
income do I have? 

Where do I turn for help?

Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization committed to a 
fully transparent approach to safe money strategies for retirement.  

daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

Meet Tim Davis, RICP®,
CLU, Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Houston-based expert on how
to de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
avoid stock market losses.

DO YOU HAVE...

Scan to  
see all our  

locations

www.padspcs.com

CALL US TODAY  
to schedule your  
evaluation:  281-888-8999

Sugar Land Office

LEG PAIN?
NON-HEALING  
WOUNDS ON YOUR 
FEET, ANKLES  
OR LEGS?

Normal ArteryPAD

We at PAD SPECIALISTS focus  
exclusively on the diagnosis and 
treatment of PAD. We are the leaders  
in PAD care in the State  
of TEXAS.

HAVE PAD
(Peripheral Arterial Disease)

IF SO,  
YOU  
MIGHT

found on falsified cards us-
ing her instructor identifier. 
As a result, the company 
reviewing the document 
contacted her and she 
reached out to law enforce-
ment for assistance. During 
the resulting investigation, 
an undercover officer went 
to Anosike’s Cinco Ranch 
home and was able to pur-
chase a falsified CPR card 
within 10 minutes and with 
no instruction or CPR-relat-
ed documentation provided 
to him. At that time, Glen-
dening said, Anosike was 
arrested without incident. 

“This gentleman – I have 
no idea who he is,” Washing-
ton, who also spoke at the 
press conference, said. “I 
don’t know how he got my 
information.”

Employers presented 
with a paper CPR certifica-
tion should verify its validity 
because her company no 
longer issues paper docu-
ments and only provides 
digital certificates, Wash-
ington said. The backs of 
the fraudulent documents 
also have information for a 
company called Flex Medi-
cal Services on the back, she 
added.

A search for businesses 
named Flex Medical Ser-

vices showed multiple com-
panies in Greater Houston 
with that name or similar 
names. 

Anyone who suspects 
they may have been pre-
sented with a fake CPR 
certification associated with 
Anosike’s operation should 
contact Detective Jason Bell 
at 281-341-4633 or via email 
at jason.bell@fortbendcoun-
tytx.gov, the press release 
advised.

Glendening said Anosike 
had a full home office set 
up with a computer, printer, 
laminating machine and 
records of hundreds of faked 
CPR certifications. He added 
that FBCSO investigators 
suspect there may be about 
1,000 more which Anosike 
issued since he began selling 
them in 2014. 

Fort Bend County Sheriff 
Eric Fagan said anyone 
who had purchased a 
falsified CPR document 
from Anosike should come 
forward and investigators 
would work with the Fort 
Bend County District At-
torney’s Office; however, if 
those people did not come 
forward, investigators would 
seek to charge them for the 
offense without any legal 
reprieve.  

Washington said she 
has been in business since 
2010 and has worked hard 
to establish a good reputa-
tion for Genesis Education 
and Training. Her time as 
a health care professional 
who understands the im-
portance of quality training 
and the dangers of hiring 
someone who isn’t properly 
trained left her shocked, 
she said. 

“I would like to thank 
Sheriff Eric Fagan and his 
team for caring about Fort 
Bend County the way that 
I do, to stop some of this, 
because people are going to 
get hurt and die,” Washing-
ton said. “And Mr. Anisoke, 
shame on you. Shame on 
you, sir.”

Fagan said anyone look-
ing for certified staff should 
verify certifications and use 
caution to ensure properly 
skilled personnel are hired. 

“In the age of health care 
fraud, this type of crime can 
happen anywhere including 
Fort Bend,” Fagan said. “We 
urge the public to protect 
themselves from being 
a victim and be aware of 
health care-related certifi-
cation and insurance fraud. 
It could save countless lives 
and businesses.”

from page A1
FRAUD

members of the Fort Bend County 
Commissioners Court – com-
missioners Andy Meyers, Ken 
DeMerchant, Grady Prestage 
and Vincent Morales – for their 
efforts to help the county mitigate 
the impact of the pandemic on 
residents. 

George said economic recov-
ery from the pandemic remains a 
priority and building the future of 
the county’s economic foundation 
is important. As such, he said, the 
county now has one of the lowest 
tax rates in more than 15 years at 
$0.4383 per $100 of property value, 
down from about $0.66 15-20 years 
ago. 

To assist residents hit by the 

pandemic, the county is using 
federal relief funds to provide 
programs to those living in Fort 
Bend County. Those programs 
include rent, mortgage and utility 
assistance for residents as well as 
grant and mentorship programs 
for small businesses. The We All 
Eat Texas program also provides 
access to free to-go meals from 
local restaurants for those facing 
food insecurity. Child care vouch-
ers are available to help parents get 
back into the workforce and the 
Get Hired incentive program offers 
subsidies to local businesses that 
are having difficulty finding staff 
by providing funding for hiring 
bonuses to incentivize people to 

return to the workforce, George 
said. 

The programs have used $75 
million in funds set aside for small 
businesses to help 2,717 business-
es with offerings of $46.1 million 
in grants as of Oct. 14, George 
said. 

George said establishing better 
infrastructure throughout the 
county will help the county as it 
continues to grow. He highlight-
ed the Texas Heritage Parkway’s 
recent opening, upcoming county 
facility improvements such as the 
Emergency Operations Center 
which is expected to open in 
March of 2022 and parks and 
library improvements throughout 

the county.
George’s administration and 

county commissioners have been 
working to attract technology firms 
to the county as well, George said. 
The court recently passed a pro-
posal for a comprehensive broad-
band study to ensure high-speed 
internet is available to county resi-
dents and to identify challenges in 
drawing tech firms to Fort Bend as 
part of the county’s overall efforts 
to increase its involvement in the 
technology sector. 

“For the past two years, we 
have been working to increase the 
concentration of small technol-
ogy firms and small businesses. 
We have attracted THE Cannon, 

a hub for innovators, entrepre-
neurs, and small businesses of 
all backgrounds connect to the 
resources they need to succeed,” 
George said.

Overall, George said, the county 
is working to build a better eco-
nomic future for its residents and 
future residents. 

“We are already doing great 
things to improve the lives of our 
families and our economy in ways 
that will benefit our children and 
grandchildren. I have full con-
fidence that we are moving Fort 
Bend forward and making Fort 
Bend County even a better place 
for our children and generations to 
come,” George said. 

from page A1
COUNTY

proved by voters in the election. Addition-
ally, renovations would be funded for the 
Royal STEM Academy, current elementary 
and junior high, the Royal Early Childhood 
Center and the RISD Transportation Center. 
While the basic structure of those facilities 
is intact, Kershner said the HVAC, plumb-
ing and other utility items throughout all of 
the district’s campuses, except Royal High 
School, require repair or refurbishment. Ad-
ditionally, the expansion with two additional 
campuses is necessary to meet anticipated 
growth coming to the district. 

According to documentation provided by 
RISD, the district has new students coming 
in from at least 10 new housing devel-
opments in and around Brookshire and 
Pattison. Examples of that include part of 
Freeman Ranch and Crystal Lakes. Addi-
tionally, Kershner said, about 4,000 acres of 
land are expected to be developed between 
Katy and Brookshire which will provide both 
workplaces and homes to draw additional 
population to the district. 

In a recent presentation, Kershner said 
that the district has already grown this 
school year by 12% in comparison to the 
2020-21 school year. Overall, thousands of 
new homes are expected to bring more than 

thousands of new students to the district 
in the next few years as Brookshire, Patti-
son and unincorporated portions of Waller 
County are developed. 

Financially, Kershner said the district 
is in a good position to pay back any bond 
financing authorized by voters. Additional 
taxpayers such as warehouse businesses 
on Old Highway 90 and in subdivisions 
throughout the district will allow the district 
to lower the tax rate slightly for area resi-
dents, he said. 

Before the bond, the district charged a 
total tax rate of $1.32 per $100 in property 
value; however, given increased property 
values and debt the district has paid off 
early, district documents said, the rate will 
be lowered by a penny to $1.31 per $100 
valuation whether the bond passes or not. 
Additionally, homeowners 65 and older are 
eligible for a homestead exemption which 
will reduce their tax bills. Those interested 
in the exemption can contact the Waller 
County Appraisal District at 979-921-0060 or 
visit www.waller-cad.org. 

Early voting runs through Oct. 29 and 
Election Day is Nov. 2. Additional infor-
mation on the bond is available at www.
royal-isd.net/page/bond.

from page A1
BOND

CATCH UP ON THE LATEST LOCAL NEWS AND SPORTS
IN THE KATY AREA - SUBSCRIBE TODAY!



Raising three daughters has 
come with many delights, 
challenges, prayers and 

moments standing in that certain 
aisle at Target trying to figure out 
the differences between “ultra,” 
“Infinity FlexFoam,” “overnight,” 
“sport,” “wings,” “Radiant,” and “Just 
ask your wife, you goober.”

One ordeal that all parents are 
destined to endure at some point 
is the dreaded school project – 
specifically designed by educators 
to exact revenge upon parents who 
actually believe that their child is “a 
joy to teach.”

When our daughters first started 
school, I made an arrangement 
with my wife that I would assist 
with all of the projects if she would 
handle anything related to the evils 
of mathematics. After helping with 
enough school projects to qualify 
for a concealed glue gun license, 
I’ve found that what should be 
an opportunity for some father-
daughter bonding usually ends up 
with someone getting their feelings 
hurt and crying – and it’s not always 
me.

Another challenge I face is trying 
to determine how much “help” to 
offer on a school project versus 
how much to risk having one of my 
daughters injure herself or, more 
importantly, the sheetrock.

One of the first school projects I 
remember our girls being assigned 
was the infamous leaf collection, 
which often involved committing 
third-degree trespassing and assault 
upon innocent foliage. Inevitably, 
the final specimen that we needed 
to complete the project required 
that I jump around in the dark like 
a drunk baboon trying to reach 
the perfect bundle of loblolly pine 

needles –because my eldest and 
most expensive daughter insisted 
that the ones all over the ground 
weren’t “pretty anymore.”

Another foray into school 
projects involved creating a 
shoebox diorama of a scene from 
E.B. White’s traumatic children’s 
novel “Charlotte’s Web.” This project 
required that we artistically design 
Wilbur’s barnyard from a shoebox 
once containing a pair of Gianni 
Bini pumps that never quite fit 
me right. As my daughters and I 
worked, we powered through tears 
brought on by molten strands of 
hot glue and that chapter where 
the beloved Charlotte dies after 
becoming the only arachnid in 
history we didn’t want to squash 
with a flip-flop.

I also remember helping my 
eldest and middle daughters bake 
and decorate cakes meant to 
represent cross sections of human 
skin for science class. Yes, that’s 
right, skin cakes – fully furnished 
with a pale-pink epidermis frosting, 
melted Tootsie Roll hair shafts, 
Sour Punch Straw sweat glands, 
and subcutaneous tissue made 
from Hickory Farms Mini Meltaway 
Mints. I don’t know about you, but 
I have a hard time getting excited 
about sweat glands for dessert, 
which is probably why I only had 

four servings.
Most recently, my youngest 

daughter was tasked with 
assembling a three-dimensional 
model of a phosphorus atom. Prior 
to helping with this project, I didn’t 
know much about phosphorus 
– other than I’ve eaten lots of 
it, according to the Honey Nut 
Cheerios box.

Apparently, though, making 
a model of phosphorus requires 
at least $50, about five trips to 
Michael’s and one full weekend 
down the tubes. The trick was 
finding a way to assemble three 
outer rings that would hold the 
electron thingies without teaching 
my daughter any new curse 
words. The teacher’s instructions 
recommended using household 
objects, but my daughter just rolled 
her eyes when I suggested an old 
toilet seat.

We eventually figured it out, and 
the model was so “phosphorusy” 
that the teacher asked to keep it as 
an example. (I wonder if she has 
received my bill yet.)

Despite all of the hot glue 
injuries, spray paint fumes, and 
general arts and crafts trauma, I still 
think I got the better end of the deal 
I made with my wife all those years 
ago. And I’ll bet if you ask any of our 
girls, they’ll tell you that through it 
all, I’ve been “a joy to teach.”

Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East Texas. 
His columns have been featured 
in Texas Escapes magazine, The 
Shreveport Times, The Longview 
News Journal, and The Kilgore 
News Herald. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.
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School project management

Dear Editor,
Who would ever believe that 

the Justice Department would 
authorize the FBI, and other 
government agencies, to mon-
itor school board meetings and 
possibly declare parents who 
speak out as domestic terror-
ists? This is unconscionable! 

Such an action is an intimi-
dation tactic designed to silence 
freedom of speech. 

The National School Board 
Association (NSBA) made the 
recommendation to take action 
against those parents who speak 
out at meetings and online. 
They claim a complaining par-
ent could be a domestic terror-
ist. NSBA is a taxpayers funded 
organization whose President, is 
Viola Garcia. 

Garcia has been a member of 
the Aldine, Texas, School Dis-
trict since 1992, and served as 
trustee President. U.S. News and 
World Reports, published, that 
Aldine High School is ranked 
13,394 of 17,857 in national 
rankings by U.S. News and 
World Report. (https://bit.ly/
SchoolRanks) Public School Re-
view found that AISD is ranked 
957 of 1199 in Texas. (https://
bit.ly/AldineStats) 

Reigning over a low-per-
forming school district should 
not merit her leadership in the 
national organization; more-
over, it would appear Aldine 
students would be better served 
by efforts to improve student 
outcomes and listen to parents. 
YET… Garcia heads the NSBA 
and is working to institutional-
ize silencing parents.

Local school districts send 
money to the Texas Association 
of School Boards (TASB) which 
sends delegates to the NSBA. 
That group then lobbies for 
issues at the national level that 
parents might find revolting and 
may not support. 

The NSBA successfully got 
Merrick Garland, the Attorney 
General of the United States to 
state that “While the spirited 
debate about policy matters is 
protected under our Constitu-
tion, that protection does not 
extend to threats of violence or 
efforts to intimidate individuals 
based on their views," **

The Federal Government try-
ing to assume the right to usurp 
individual rights, and if they 
do, our blogs, emails, and other 
social media post will soon be 
controlled by the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

This initiative is meant to 
silence those who may disagree 
with the teachings of the Far 
Left’s agenda which currently 
centered on establishing Social-
ism, pushing critical race theory, 
and eliminating free speech.

 These radicals want to cancel 
your thoughts and beliefs. Some 
want to take away our right to 
be involved with our own child’s 
education!

 School district patrons 
throughout the country are 
pushing back, and citizens 
should not be intimidated by the 
Far Left and must get involved 
with their local school district. 
Tell Katy ISD to defund TASB 
and NSBA. Wouldn’t it be great if 
our elected trustees would take 
a stand and write back to the 
Attorney General and say, “We 
don’t need you here! Back off!” 

**Public School Review  
https://www.publicschool-
review.com/texas/aldine-in-
dependent-school-dis-
trict/4807710-school-district

***Of note is the fact that AG 
Merrick Garland’s son-in-law 
sells Critical Race Theory   mate-
rial to school districts! Kind of a 
big conflict of interest!

A.D. Muller
Katy, Texas

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: 
In his letter to the editor, Mr. 

Muller is referring to a Sept. 29 
letter from the NSBA to President 
Joe Biden regarding an increase 
in threats and attacks against 
educators, school staff and 
school board members relating 
to school districts’ management 
of COVID-19 mitigation and 
critical race theory. 

According to that letter, 
increases in attacks and threats 
against school employees and 
board members have occurred 
and are cause for concern 
among professional educators. 
Additionally, the letter indicates 
that Critical Race Theory is not 
taught at the K-12 level but is 
a collegiate-level theory taught 
mostly in law school and other 
graduate programs. According to 
Education Weekly, critical race 
theory – or CRT – is an academic 
concept that is more than 40 
years old that theorizes that race 
is a social construct, and that 
racism is not just individual prej-
udice but also something that 
has become embedded in legal 
systems and public policies.

To review the full NSBA letter, 
visit https://bit.ly/NSBALetter.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

JASE 
GRAVES
THE TEXAS 
TRIBUNE

Dear Editor, 
My name is Bill Thomas. 

I served my country for four 
years and am ashamed of the 
perpetuation of the big lie. The 
politicians in this country need 
to fight for the people and not 
big brother. There is no need for 
a filibuster in a country where 
our elected officials should be 
working for the constituents who 
elected them and not the com-
panies who gave them money to 
run their campaigns. 

Voting rights should be just 
that, a "RIGHT." There has been 
no evidence of mass voter fraud 
in any election and the laws the 
Republicans are passing are 
almost criminal to keep voters 
from voting. The poor sports are 
changing the rules to basically 
cheat their way into power. (Elec-
tion Day) should be a holiday so 
everyone can get out to vote.

Sincerely, 
Bill Thomas 

Katy Times Reader
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS
KATY BIBLE CHURCH

2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273
WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

Houston, especially in the Katy 
area, would help the company 
draw staff to its 175-employ-
ee corporate office which has 
opportunities for professionals in 
a variety of disciplines, including 
information technology, human 
resources and administration, 
among others. That’s in addition 
to the people hired to work at the 
new restaurant.

“We’ve hired 125 people in the 
Old Chicago restaurant,” Mazany 
said. “So, at this time, we’re adding 
a lot of jobs to the workforce.” 

Mazany said anyone interest-
ed in applying for those jobs can 
search for them on Indeed or visit 
the SPB Hospitality website. (see 
sidebar) While staffing up during 
recovery from the pandemic has 
been a challenge, Mazany said 
the company’s training programs 
and competitive pay have helped 
mitigate that problem.

In addition to Old Chicago, 
SPB Hospitality also owns Logan’s 
Roadhouse, Rock Bottom Restau-
rant & Brewery, Gordon Biersch 
Brewery Restaurant, ChopHouse 
& Brewery, A1A Ale Works Restau-
rant & Taproom, Twisted Tenders 
and Roadies Sliders, according to 
the SPB website. 

Mazany said another draw for 
moving the corporate office to the 
Katy area is the growth in the area. 
With an increasing population, 
there are both more consumers 
and more possible employees with 
extensive experience in corporate 
environments, he said. 

He added that the company 
has competitive benefits, even in 
an environment such as Greater 
Houston and he’s proud of the 
environment employees are given 
at SPB. The company offers a full 
benefits package that includes 
health insurance, paid time off 
and other perks. 

“We’re a really good employer 
with good benefits that we offer, 
and some exciting meal benefits 
as well,” Mazany said. “You get to 
eat at any one of our restaurants 
and it’s a really good corporate 
culture.” 

SPB wants to be involved in 
the community, Mazany said. 
Their community programs 
include sponsoring extracurricular 
activities for students, fundrais-
ers to help local charities and 
the company founded the Hope 
Foundation – its own charitable 
venture that helps nonprofits in 
the communities SPB operates 
restaurants in. 

“Most recently we … raised 
$180,000 for No Kid Hungry and 
Share Our Strength for the elimi-
nation of child hunger in America, 
connecting children with food 
programs. It’s really important to 
us and we’ve done a lot of work 
(for people with special needs),” 
Mazany said. 

Mazany said SPB Hospitality 
intends to add two to three more 
restaurants in Greater Houston in 
the next couple of years and would 
like to add about 10 restaurants 
across the state in total during that 
same timeframe. 

Right now though, Mazany said 
he hopes the Katy area will give the 
new Old Chicago location a try. He 
said the restaurant not only offers 
pizza, but a full line of pub grub and 
pastas to accommodate any guest’s 
preference. Additionally, he said, 
the restaurant offers locally sourced 
beer, wine and spirits to support the 
community it operates in. 

“On our current beer list, we 
have over nine or 10 different 
beers that are local beers, whether 
it’s Galveston or whether it’s from 
Katy itself,” Mazany said. 

The most important thing 
Mazany wants the Katy communi-
ty to know is that SPB Hospitality 
is looking to be involved in the 
Katy area. 

“It’s really important for us to 
be a part of the Katy community 
and the fiber of the community 
and I would love for everybody 
to kind of come out and give us a 
try,” Mazany said. “… You know, 
we look to have a very long-term 
relationship in Katy and obviously 
we’ve made a very big commit-
ment here as an organization, 
moving the entire company here.” 

from page A1
RESTAURANT

COURTESY BRENDA MARTIN

Katy area residents rallied around brain cancer patient Kamryn Sanamo at MKT Distillery  over the weekend to raise more than $15,000 for her 
medical care. Sanamo has been diagnosed with inoperable brain cancer, though she is receiving other treatment in the hopes of beating the 
disease. Lunches were provided at the event for $10 by Bayou Boys and many silent auction items were donated by the community. Katy-based 
NASCAR driver Ty Hymel made an appearance along with musicians Lola, Keeley Bell and Darrell Supercinski. 

COMMUNITY RAISES FUNDS FOR CANCER CARE

COMMUNITY & FAITH

CEMETERY RESTORATION

COURTESY DAN SMITH

The Katy Heritage Society and members of the Antioch Baptist Church of Katy teamed up to help restore the Antioch Katy Community Cemetery. 
The historically Black cemetery went without maintenance until the church and volunteers from the Daughters of the American Revolution’s Star 
of Destiny chapter stepped in. As a result, some headstones went missing, including that of World War I veteran Adam Harris. With information 
provided by the Katy Heritage Society, Harris’s resting place was found over the weekend of Oct. 16 and was cleaned up to honor his memory. 
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SHACKLES OF THE MIND
THE TRUTH ABOUT SEX TRAFFICKING

Saturdays, Sundays,
 and  Thanksgiving Friday

Oct. 9th through Nov. 28th 
Discounted Tickets available at 

TexRenFest.com 

SUSAN ROVEGNO/KATY TIMES PUBLISHER

Boy Scouts with Troop 1224 led by Scout Leader Jeff Wellman helped fellow scout Bryce Cassard collect pet supplies for 
pets in need. The supply drive, which served as an Eagle Scout project for troop member Bryce Cassard, raised more than 
240 pounds of dry dog food, almost 50 pounds of dry cat food, 104 cans of wet dog food, 194 cans of cat food, 80 pounds 
of towels and blankets, 31 pounds of newspapers, nine bags of dog treats, three bags of cat treats, five bags of small 
animal food, a dozen collars, four leashes, grooming and sanitation supplies, food bowls, 19 pet toys, a ream of paper 
and a pet door. The event was held Oct. 2 at Katy High School. Scouts who assisted Cassard include John Wellman, Jude 
Wellman, Paul Castillo, Bryce Bilanoski, Ivan Sokol, Alex Sokol, Zayd Morales and Gerardo Duran. 

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT AIDS ANIMALS

NEWS

CONTRIBUTED REPORT 

Katy Independent School District 
Trustee Dawn Champagne has been 
elected to a one-year term on the Texas 
Association of School Boards’ – otherwise 
known as TASB – Board of Directors. 

“I look forward to serving Katy ISD in 
this capacity and working alongside other 
school board leaders to chart the best fu-
ture for Texas public schools,” Champagne 
said.

TASB is an organization which was 
established in 1949 to assist school boards.. 
It currently represents nearly 8,000 school 
board members who oversee the education 

of more than 5.4 million Texas students. 
Champagne was elected to the KISD 

Board of Trustees in 2018 and has been a 
volunteer in the district and community 
since moving to the Katy area in 2001. 
She has also served as the president of 
the Parent Teacher Organization and 
vice-president of Project Grad 2018 
for Taylor High School. She has served 
on campus and bond advisory groups 
and the Katy Council of Parent Teacher 
Associations. She has also served as a 
KEYS mentor since 2015 and was named 
Volunteer of the Year for McMeans Junior 
High School in 2016 and Taylor High 
School in 2018.

KATY ISD

Dawn Champagne 
(right) speaks 
with Katy ISD 

Superintendent Ken 
Gregorski (left) during 

a recent Katy ISD Board 
of Trustees meeting. 

Champagne was 
recently appointed to 
the Texas Association 

of School Boards to 
represent KISD’s board, 

staff and students at 
the state level.

Champagne chosen to serve 
on TASB Board of Directors

CAPITAL  
HIGHLIGHTS

BY GARY BORDERS
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

If history is an indicator, Texas voters will 
likely go to the polls on Nov. 2 in under-
whelming numbers to decide the fate of 
eight proposed amendments to the state’s 
constitution. With no statewide races on 
the ballot, and a scattering of local elections 
for city council and school board, turnout 
typically is low. Nevertheless, early voting is 
now underway and continues until Oct. 29. 

The proposed amendments include 
allowing raffles at rodeo events; allowing 
counties to issue bonds for transportation 
infrastructure; banning the state from 
prohibiting or limiting religious services 
(related to closures during the pandemic); 
eligibility of candidates to run for judicial 
positions; and property tax exemption for 
bereaved families, among other mea-
sures. A fuller explanation of the proposed 
amendments can be found at the non-par-
tisan BallotPedia site: https://tinyurl.
com/29andwew

More than $1 billion in rental 
assistance

A federally funded rental assis-
tance program administered through 

the Texas Department of Housing and 
Community Affairs has distributed more 
than $1 billion in rent and utility assistance 
to more than 174,000 Texas households — 
more than any other state. The pandemic 
relief measure has provided assistance in 
95% of Texas counties and still has more 
than $900 million that can be distributed, 
according to TDHCA. 

“Crossing the $1 billion mark shows we 
were able to address a great and pressing 
need that is still present here in our state, but 
it’s important we continue to work vigorously 
to get help out as quickly as possible,” Bobby 
Wilkinson, TDHCA executive director, said.

Renters can apply for the program by 
calling 1-833-9TX-RENT (1-833-989-7368) 
or online at TexasRentRelief.com. The call 
center is open Monday through Saturday, 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. To qualify, households must 
be at or below 80% of the area median 
income and meet other criteria. 

New COVID-19 cases drop 
slightly; deaths rise

The number of new COVID-19 
cases in Texas reported in the past week 
dropped slightly to 48,971, according 
to the Coronavirus Resource Center at 
Johns Hopkins University, but new deaths 
jumped 34% to 1,949. The latest wave of se-
rious cases appears to be slacking off from 
the highs reported in late August and Sep-
tember, with 5,376 COVID-19 patients in 
Texas hospitals as of Sunday. That’s a drop 

of nearly two-thirds from its late-summer 
peak, according to the Texas Department 
of State Health Services.

The number of Texans who are fully 
vaccinated ticked up to 15.2 million, ac-
cording to DSHS, while more than 900,000 
people have received an additional dose of 
the vaccine. The additional doses were first 
authorized in mid-August.

$36.4 million in border 
enforcement funding

Gov. Greg Abbott announced last 
week that his Public Safety Office will 

award $36.4 million in funding for law en-
forcement and prosecution in connection 
with Operation Lone Star, the state’s border 
security effort. 

“Operation Lone Star is critical to our 
efforts to secure the border, and we will 
continue to invest in this operation in or-
der to keep Texans safe,” Abbott said. “The 
grant funding provided through House 
Bill 9 ensures that our local partners along 
the border have the resources and support 
they need to respond to the border crisis.”

The funds will go to a dozen counties 
along the Texas-Mexico border.

State dried up in September
The cooler and wetter conditions 

of early summer became a distant 
memory in September as much of 

the state experienced little rain, accord-
ing to Mark Wentzel, a hydrologist for the 
Texas Water Development Board.

“At the end of the month, drought 
conditions covered 7% of the state, up six 
percentage points from the end of last 
month,” Wentzel wrote. 

September was the first month since 
last March that was both warmer and drier 
for most of the state. Wentzel predicts dry 
conditions will continue for the next few 
months, leading to drought expanding to 
cover all but the eastern edge of Texas by 
the end of the year.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Early voting begins on 8 
proposed amendments and 
4 other Texas-sized issues

VOTING BASICS
Early voting: Oct. 18 – Oct. 29
Election Day: Nov. 2

BALLOT AND VOTING INFORMATION: 

Harris County: HarrisVotes.com
Fort Bend County: https://bit.ly/FtBendVotes
Waller County: https://bit.ly/WallerVotes
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BVS Home Experts, will provide up to $3,759$3,759 in discounts and rebates toward the purchase and 
installation of a new BVS Home Comfort System
Your energy savings could even pay for your new system!

CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* With approved credit. Not combinable with other offers. Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement  
 by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Some restrictions may apply. Not valid on prior installations. Offer expires 06/12/2021

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E

SELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMSELL US YOUR AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEM
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BOUNCE BACK

Friday, Oct. 15
District 19-6A
•  Tompkins 47, Morton Ranch 0
•  Taylor 39, Mayde Creek 22

District 10-5A, Div. I
•  Paetow 74, Terry 0

District 12-4A, Div. II
•  La Marque 17, Royal 16

Saturday, Oct. 16
District 19-6A
•  Katy 49, Cinco Ranch 3

Non-District
•  Lake Belton 21, Jordan 17

Thursday, Oct. 21
District 19-6A
•  Mayde Creek vs. Morton Ranch,  
   6 p.m., Legacy Stadium

District 10-5A, Div. I
•  Paetow vs. Hightower, 7 p.m.,  
   Rhodes Stadium

Friday, Oct. 22
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Taylor, 6 p.m.,  
   Legacy Stadium
•  Tompkins vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.,  
   Rhodes Stadium

District 12-4A, Div. II
•  Royal vs. Bellville, 7 p.m.

Friday
Non-District
•  Tompkins vs. Fulshear, 5:30 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Taylor, 5:30 p.m.
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Morton Ranch, 5:30 p.m.
•  Seven Lakes at Mayde Creek, 5:30 p.m.

District 19-5A
•  Jordan at Brenham, 6 p.m.
•  Paetow at A&M Consolidated, 6 p.m.

District 24-4A
•  Royal vs. Bellville, 5 p.m.

FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL

WEEK EIGHT
SCORES & SCHEDULESSCHEDULES

Jordan moves on to 
regional semifinals
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Aneesh Melachuri knows Jordan is still a 
new high school.

So, he and his teammates are working as 
hard as they can to create a lasting legacy of 
success when it comes to the school’s tennis 
program.

That started this year when in the school's 
second year the tennis program won a District 
19-5A championship and went on a playoff 
run.

“We know this is a new school and we 
realize that we’re setting the tone for the rest 
of Jordan Athletics in Katy ISD,” Melachuri 
said. “We just want to set a good example with 
the Jordan tennis program and then we can 
continue the legacy.”

Jordan rolled through their first two rounds 
of the playoff, getting to the regional quarterfi-

Katy runs past Cinco Ranch 
as Davis enjoys a career day
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Seth Davis has come into his own 
this year.

Through eight games, the Katy 
running back has rushed for 1,345 yards 
and 15 touchdowns.

But when you ask Davis what has 
given him success, he is the first to 
praise his offensive line

“They’re just physical,” Davis said. 
“They have to be physical and that’s 
what my line does, they help me all the 
time.”

Davis has taken the reins as the lead 
back in the Katy offense this season 
and hasn’t looked back. The junior has 
surpassed the 100-yard mark in seven of 

the Tigers' games so far and continued 
to get stronger as the season has gone 
along.

“It’s awesome to block for him,” said 
senior offensive lineman Dylan Erick-
son. “He can make cuts and make plays. 
When you have a running back that can 
do that, it makes the offensive line look 
good too.”

Davis continued to torment District 
19-6A opponents on Saturday, as he 
rushed for 188 yards and four touch-
downs on 19 carries against Cinco 
Ranch (4-3, 1-2) at Legacy Stadium as 
Katy (8-0, 4-0) rolled to a 49-3 win.

The four touchdowns were the most 
in a game in Davis’ career.

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Katy's Seth Davis carries the ball from midfield scoring a touchdown during a game between Katy's Tigers and 
Tompkins' Falcons at Legacy Stadium on Saturday.

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Taylor has faced its fair share of adversity 
this season. 

From big turnovers to start the season with 
lots of players stepping into varsity for the first 
time, to the major injuries the team has faced 
and going on a six-game losing streak, there 
were plenty of times when the Mustangs could 
have given up, but the team has remained posi-
tive and motivated throughout it all.

“A big thing that the coaching staff and the 
team leaders have been talking to them and 
our team leaders have been talking to them 
about is how you face that adversity,” said Tay-
lor head coach Chad Simmons. “Things haven’t 
gone the way they thought they would want 
so far this year, and it's kind of dominoed with 
everything they’ve faced, but it comes down 
to, what other choice do you have? They’ve put 
their nose to the grindstone and gone to work 
everyday and worked to stay positive.”

Taylor came into this week needing a win to 
get back on track and facing Mayde Creek on 
Taylor’s homecoming and the positivity and 
motivation from the Mustangs paid off. Taylor 
came out 39-22 winners on Friday at Rhodes 
Stadium, as the Mustangs rattled off 29 straight 
points to start the game and easily rolled to 
their first district win of the season.

The Taylor players never had any doubt they 
would get back on track.

RESILIENT TAYLOR 
TOPS MAYDE CREEK

See TAYLOR, page B2

See KATY, page B3

Taylor's Jase Forester 
intercepts the pass 
intended for Mayde 
Creek's Jordan Kelly #5 
during a conference 
game between Mayde 
Creek and Taylor at 
Rhodes Stadium on 
Friday.

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO 
THE KATY TIMES

See TENNIS, page B6

TYLER TYRE

 Jordan’s Carrie Young hits a forehand during regional 
quarterfinal match against Lake Creek on Tuesday. 
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Private Furnished Offices, Virtual Business Suites,  Co-Working Suites, Day
Offices, Conference Room rentals & more!  APEX Executive Suites allows
you to choose the office solution that you works best for the work you do.  

25807 Westheimer Pkwy
Third Floor

Katy, TX   77494

Stop in on FREE Pass Friday!
281.505.1106Call us

         Today

Let APEX Executive Suites be your "suite" business escape.
#APEXExecutiveSuites

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The Rockets showed what type of 
team they could be in their presea-
son-opening 125-119 win over the 
Wizards. 

Kevin Porter Jr. scored from inside 
and out, finishing with 25 points, 
while going 5-10 from three-point 
land. The deep shot was a very 
encouraging sign for the 21-year old 
as he is just a 32 percent three-point 
shooter for his career. 

The Rockets came back from a 
deficit to earn the win. Josh Christo-
pher had a very strong fourth quarter, 
but Jaylen Green showed nerves in his 
first preseason game, only scoring 12 
points on 4-14 shooting while going 
0-6 from deep. Daniel Theis was the 
only other double-digit scorer for the 
Rockets, with 12 points on five of nine 
shooting. 

The Rockets' defense wasn’t at its 
best as it allowed five Wizards players 
to score in double figures, but the team 
showed signs of development in the 
game.

“Everybody got the chance to play 
and play well,” said Rockets head 
coach Stephen Silas. “We definite-
ly got the ball up the floor and got 
it moving. The defensive side, we 
have some cleaning up to do. What I 
really wanted to see was a competitive 
group. We had that.”

The Rockets' second game of the 
preseason came against the Heat. 
Houston dropped the game 113-106 in 
which Miami outscored the Rockets in 
each of the first three quarters before 
Houston mounted a comeback to 
make it close in the fourth.

 Jalen Green got settled and had 
a much better outing than his first 
preseason game, going 6-15 from the 
field and connecting on 4 of 9 three-
point attempts while scoring 20 points. 
Porter Jr., Christopher, Theis and Chris-
tian Wood also had over 10 points. 
The Rockets allowed Tyler Herro and 
Duncan Robinson each to score over 
20 points, however, and the Heat near-
ly shot 50% as a team as the defense 
struggled for the second straight game. 

The young Rockets saw this as a 
good learning experience from a veter-
an Heat team.

“We got to see a physical, hard-play-
ing veteran team that knows how to 
play basketball,” Silas said. “Yeah, we 
got a good test and we’re going to learn 
from it. We’re going to learn and grow 
from it.”

Things didn’t go much better for the 
Rockets against the Raptors. Houston 
allowed five players to score in double 
figures, including Precious Achiuwa, 
who scored 17, and OG Anunoby, who 
scored 17. Malachi Flynn also scored 
15. The Rockets also had five players 
score in double digits, including Armo-
ni Brooks, who scored 15. The Rockets 
never held a lead in the game as Toron-
to ran away with things from the start. 
And it was more of the same against 
the Spurs where the Rockets fell 126-98 
in a game where Derrick White and 
Dejounte Murray both scored more 
than 20 points. 

But Alperen Sengun continued to 
impress, as the rookie scored 15 points 
on 5-11 shooting and also notched 12 
rebounds.

It was announced days after the 
game that Brooks, who is known for his 
3-point shooting, had signed a four-
year contract with the Rockets. 

Young Rockets 
show promise 
in preseason

Cougars picked to win American; 
Sasser named preseason first team
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

For the third consecutive season, the 
University of Houston Men’s Basketball pro-
gram was tabbed as the preseason favorite in 
the American Athletic Conference Coaches’ 
Preseason Poll, released during the league’s 
annual Media Day.

Junior guard Marcus Sasser earned a 
place on the Preseason All-Conference 
Team.

The Cougars received eight first-place 
votes from the league’s head coaches, total-
ing 98 points. Houston finished six points 
ahead of Memphis, which received the 
remaining three first-place votes.

Following Memphis, SMU (77), Wichita 
State (76), UCF (66), Cincinnati (52), Tulsa 
(43), Temple (37), South Florida (25), Tulane 
(25) and East Carolina (14) rounded out the 
rest of the poll.

Sasser was joined on the Preseason First 
Team by Jalen Duren (Memphis), Landers 
Nolley II (Memphis ), Kendric Davis (SMU) 
and Tyson Etienne (Wichita State).

Brandon Mahan (UCF), Emoni Bates 
(Memphis), Deandre Williams (Memphis), 
Jeremiah Davenport (Cincinnati) and Jaylen 
Forbes (Tulane ) made up the Preseason 
Second Team.

Etienne was named the Preseason Player 
of the Year, while Memphis freshman Jalen 
Duren was selected as the league’s Rookie of 
the Year.

Houston tied with Memphis as the No. 
1 team in Preseason Poll a year ago. With a 
23-8 overall record and 13-5 mark in Amer-
ican Athletic Conference play, the Cougars 
captured their second straight regular-sea-
son title for only the second time in school 
history.

Sasser helped the Cougars’ 2020-21 team 
to a 28-4 overall record, they also captured 
the American Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment title and advanced to the NCAA Final 
Four for the sixth time in school history and 

the first time in nearly 40 years.
The Dallas native enters 2021-22 as the 

Cougars’ leading returning scorer with 13.7 
points per game and drained 78 3-pointers 
a year ago. He posted five 20-point games, 
including a season-high 28 points against Tu-
lane inside the Fertitta Center in January and 
added back-to-back efforts late in the NCAA 
Tournament against Oregon State and Baylor.

Sasser stood among The American’s 
Top-15 leaders in both 3-point field goals per 
game and 3-point field goal percentage and 
was named to the United States Basketball 
Writers Association District 24 First Team.

He also was a two-time American Athletic 
Conference Player of the Week selection.

UH women picked to finish third 
in American preseason poll

The Houston women's basketball team 
has been selected to finish third in the 
annual AAC Preseason Poll voted on by the 
league's head coaches. 

The Cougars received 77 votes in the poll 
behind South Florida who was picked to 
finish first with 100 points and UCF who took 
the second spot with 91 points. Four starters 
and seven letterwinners return for the Cou-
gars, who posted a 17-8 record, finished third 
in the American Athletic Conference with a 
12-5 mark and advanced to the WNIT First 
Round in 2020-21. It was the program's third 
straight postseason appearance.

Sophomore guard Laila Blair was also 
tabbed on the Preseason All-Conference 
Second Team after a standout freshman 
season with the Cougars. The team also 
comprised of Sydni Harvy (South Florida), 
Elisa Pinzan (South Florida), Krystal Free-
man (Tulane) and Maya Mayberry (Tulsa). 
The Houston native led the Cougars with 
10.5 points per game on the way to being 
named to the American Athletic Conference 
All-Freshman Team.

Tatyana Hill led the Cougars with 6.2 re-
bounds per contest, while Dymond Gladney 
paced the team with 3.2 assists per game.

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ATHLETICS

The University of Houston was picked to win the American Athletic Conference, and totaled 98 points in the preseason poll.

from page B1
TAYLOR

“No matter what the record is and no-
body what anyone says we all go out there 
and play,” said senior safety Hollis Jefferson 
Jr. “We all work until it’s time to go home 
every single day, that’s what it’s about and 
we’re going to do it again on Monday.”

Taylor got the lead with five minutes left 
in the first quarter as Mayde Creek snapped 
a ball out of the endzone on a punt attempt 
when the team was backed up near its own 
goal line.

The Mustangs would never relinquish 
that lead.

Michael Whitaker III returned the 
ensuing kickoff to the Mayde Creek 9-yard 
line before rushing in a 9-yard score on the 
next play. Two minutes later, after the Taylor 
defense had given the team a short field, 
Chase Cobbin threw an 18-yard touchdown 
pass to Wyatt Fahey to increase the lead.

Cobbin, a sophomore who was called 
up from the junior varsity earlier this month 
because of injuries at the quarterback po-
sition, rushed for 28 yards and threw for 33, 
while Taylor’s running backs pounded away 
at the defense.

“As a young quarterback he (Cobbin) 
has really stepped up a lot,” Whitaker said. 
“He’s come up from JV and taken a major 
role and kept getting better. He’s just done a 
lot for us.”

Taylor got an interception late in the first 
quarter from Jase Forester in another big 
play from the defense. 

Tyler Irving scored on an 11-yard run up 
the middle later in the second quarter and 
Taylor pooched the next kickoff which they 
ended up recovering. Whitaker capped off a 
dominant first half with a 25-yard touch-
down run before Jaylen Bragg got Mayde 
Creek on the board in the final seconds of 

the half on a 6-yard pass to Leroy Turner.
“I’m just really proud of the guys to-

night,” Simmons said. “They played a heck 
of a ballgame and they deserved it. They’ve 
kept their heads up and kept working and 
competing.”

Mayde Creek’s defense made a play to 
start the third quarter as they stripped the 
ball and Greg Meeks Jr. returned it 25 yards 
for a touchdown, but Mayde Creek put 
things out of reach with an Alei Sabek field 
goal in the third quarter and a Dante Archie 
touchdown run in the fourth quarter, before 
Carldell Beard threw a 57-yard touchdown 
pass to Jordan Kelly in the final seconds to 
trim the Taylor lead. 

“We really were able to pound the ball 
down the field tonight,” Whitaker said “We 
really focused on the run game and we did 
really well with that tonight.”

Mayde Creek will face Morton Ranch 
next week while Taylor will be in for a battle 
against Cinco Ranch.

“It was extremely important to get 
this win,” Jefferson said. “As a senior, as a 
captain and someone who feels they are 
in a leadership position, I really felt like we 
needed this win. I really wanted this for my 
team and wanted to see the young guys get 
one. It was a packed crowd for homecoming 
too. This win is just the sugar on top.”

Taylor 39, Mayde Creek 22 
Mayde Creek	 0	 7	 7	 8  	  --	  22
Taylor	 15	 14	 3 	 7 	  --	  39 

First quarter
Taylor: Safety, snap out of endzone, 5:57
Taylor: Michael Whitaker 9 run, 5:30
Taylor: Chase Cobbin 18 pass to Wyatt 

Fahey (Jackson Waller kick) 3:27

Second quarter
Taylor: Tyler Irving 11 run (Alei Sabek 

kick) 5:25
Taylor: Michael Whitaker 25 run (Sabek 

kick) 3:20
MC: Jaylen Bragg 6 pass to Leroy Turner 

(Jacob Campos kick) 0:05
Third quarter

MC: Greg Meeks Jr 25 fumble recover, 11:00
Taylor: Alei Sabek 33 field goal, 3:42

Fourth quarter
Taylor: Dante Archie 3 run (Sabek kick) 7:00
MC: Carldell Beard 57 pass to Jordan 

Kelly (Beard 2 pass to Kelly) 0:19
 

Team stats
	 Mayde Creek	  Taylor
First downs	  7	  15
Yards rushing	  16-44	   51-275
Yards passing	  171	   33
Passes	  14-33-2-1	  3-10-1-0
Punts	   4-20	  2-2
Fumbles-lost	   1-1	   2-2
Penalty-yards	   7-50	  8-70

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing -- Taylor: Tyler Irving, 15-87-1; 
Michael Whitaker, 12-86-2; Dante Archie, 
16-71-1; Andrew Meza, 2-15; Alei Sabek, 
1-(-12); Mayde Creek: Tay’Shawn Wilson, 
10-34; Jaylen Bragg, 3-8; Marvin Bodden, 
2-1; Leroy Turner, 1-1

Passing -- Taylor: Chase Cobbin, 3-10-
33-1-0; Mayde Creek: Jaylen Bragg, 10-25-
59-1-1; Carldell Beard, 4-8-112-1-0

Receiving – Taylor: Wyatt Fahey, 1-18-1; 
Dante Archie, 1-11; Michael Whitaker, 
1-4; Mayde Creek: Jordan Kelly, 4-119-1; 
Marvin Bodden, 4-35; Leroy Turner, 4-12; 
Tay’Shawn Wilson, 1-6; Jaylen Bateast, 
1-(-1)
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Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
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“He’s just stronger this 
year,” said Katy head coach 
Gary Joseph. “You can tell 
he’s stronger with stuff. 
That’s not all of it though, 
he’s more mature too. He 
works at it and he has a 
great attitude. Anytime he 
gets hit or it doesn’t go his 
way, he gets up and goes to 
the next play. He’s a great 
kid.”

Davis opened the scor-
ing on a 1-yard run with 
five minutes left in the first 
quarter and then doubled 
Katy’s lead in the second 
quarter on a 48-yard run. 

Cinco Ranch’s defense 
tried to slow the Katy 
offense, but with Cin-
co Ranch’s offense not 
creating anything in the 
first half, it made it a tough 
task for the Cougars as the 
Tigers repeatedly had short 
fields.

Katy’s offensive line 
wore down the Cougars' 
defense and Dallas Glass 
ran in Katy’s third score 
from one yard out mid-
way through the second 
quarter. The Katy defense 
forced a three and out 
and on Katy’s first play of 
the next drive, and Davis 
broke free on a run up the 
middle, running 51 yards 
into the endzone. 

“We’re not the biggest 
o-line, so we try to be the 
most physical o-line,” 
Erickson said. “We think 
that’s one of our highlights, 
how physical we are, and 
we also try to be the best 
we can with our footwork, 
we practice on that every 
day.”

Katy took a 28-0 lead 
into half time, but the 
Tigers weren’t done. 

Micah Sweats got an 
interception early in the 
third quarter and Davis 
capitalized, running in a 
6-yard touchdown on the 
ensuing drive.

The Tigers' defense 
won the turnover battle 
by recovering two fumbles 
while also forcing Cinco 
into Sweats’ interception, 
while Katy only lost the ball 
once. The Katy defense also 
limited a dangerous Cinco 
Ranch passing attack to 
just 109 yards through the 
air and no touchdowns.

“It was a real team 
effort,” Joseph said. “We 
got some pressure on their 
quarterback and got a 
couple hits on him. It was a 
combination of some really 
good coverage downfield 
and that rush. The second-
ary has really gotten better 
and that’s a big thing, they 
have to continue to get 
better if we have a chance 
to advance in the playoffs.”

Backups came in in the 
fourth quarter and Elijah 
Bowman threw a two-
yard touchdown pass to 
Isaiah Smith before Nathan 
Wilson ran in a two-yard 
touchdown late in the 
quarter. 

Cinco Ranch avoided 
the shutout by hitting a 
44-yard field goal with 31 
seconds remaining in the 
game.

Glass also had a strong 
game for the Tigers, as the 
junior rushed for 127 yards 
and a touchdown on 17 
carries, while Isaiah Smith 

nearly broke the century 
mark, rushing for 91 yards 
on four carries, showing 
just how dominant the 
Katy offensive line was in 
the win.

“The offensive line is 
doing much better with 
being physical and under-
stand what they are doing 
every play,” Joseph said. 
“It’s the little things that 
the offensive line coaches 
are teaching them in prac-
tice, the guys are finally 
understanding why they’re 
teaching them these 
things. Their knowledge 
has continued to grow and 
it’s always important for us 
be physical because of the 
type of offense that we are, 
and those kids are doing 
their best to do that.”

Katy will have a bye 
week next week while 
Cinco Ranch will take on 
Taylor.

“I really like how this 
team has been doing,” 
Davis said. “We’ve had ad-
versity, but we’ve bounced 
back and we’re still fight-
ing. We had a lot of good 
players graduate but other 
guys have stepped up this 
year and we’re 8-0. That’s 
the most important thing.

Katy, Cinco Ranch
C. Ranch	  0	 0	 0	 3	  --	 44 
Katy	  7 	 21	7	 14	  --	20

First quarter
Katy: Seth Davis 1 run 

(Axel Robertson kick) 5:07
Second quarter

Katy: Seth Davis 48 run 
(Robertson kick) 10:30
Third quarter

Katy: Davis 6 run (Rob-
ertson kick) 9:27
Fourth quarter

Katy: Elijah Bowman 2 
pass to Isaiah Smith (Rob-
ertson kick) 8:30

Katy: Nathan Wilson 2 
run (Robertson kick)

Cinco: Santiago Taborda 
44 field goal, 0:31

 
Team stats

	 Cinco 
	 Ranch	 Katy
First downs	           9	  19
Yards rushing	 22-71	   46-416
Yards passing	     109	   85
Passes                  9-18-0-1    8-13-1-0
Punts	   5-29	  N/A
Fumbles-lost	      3-2	   1-1
Penalty-yards	   2-10	  5-55

 
Individual  
Statistics

Rushing – Katy: Seth Da-
vis, 19-188-4; Dallas Glass, 
17-127-1; Isaiah Smith, 
4-91; Nathan Wilson, 3-9-1; 
Dominic Reisner, 1-5; Josh 
Mardis, 1-3; Ty Kana, 1-(-7); 
Cinco Ranch: Eric Eck-
strom, 4-39; Seth McCall, 
5-32; Gavin Rutherford, 8-1; 
Sam McKnight, 4-0

Passing – Katy: Caleb 
Koger, 7-12-83-0-0; Elijah 
Bowman, 1-1-2-1-0; Cinco 
Ranch: Gavin Rutherford, 
7-15-105-0-1; Jack McCall, 
2-3-4-0-0

Receiving – Katy: JR 
Ceyanes, 4-46; Luke Carter, 
1-19; Dominic Reisner, 
1-11; Isaiah Smith, 2-9; 
Cinco Ranch: Grayson Wil-
iams, 5-45; Seth Salverino, 
3-34; Noah Abboud, 1-12; 
Sam McKnight, 2-10; Colten 
Michalec, 1-8
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Thursday
District 19-6A

Mayde Creek (2-5, 0-3) vs. Morton Ranch 
(3-4, 1-2), 6 p.m., Legacy Stadium

• Mayde Creek and Morton Ranch are both in need 
of wins, but for different reasons.

Mayde Creek is likely out of the playoff race after 
starting district with losses to Cinco Ranch, Katy and 
Taylor but is playing for pride. The Rams are figuring 
out how to be a winning team and had bright spots 
against Taylor last week but also made mistakes that 
come with being a young team. The Rams are learning 
and working to get better on both sides of the ball while 
creating consistency within the program.

For Morton Ranch, this is a must win game. The 
Mavericks got a big win over Taylor to open district 
play, but since then have lost to Seven Lakes in a heart-
breaker and were blown out by Tompkins last week. 
Morton Ranch was unable to muster a point against the 
Falcons while Tompkins rattled off 33 points in just the 
second and third quarters. 

The Mavericks need a win to have any shot of making 
the playoffs, and even then, it will be an uphill battle.

District 10-5A, Div. I
Paetow (7-0, 5-0) vs. Hightower 6-1, 5-0),  

7 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
• This week is the big one for Paetow, as the top two 

teams in District 10-5A, Division I will face off with first 
place on the line. Paetow comes off a 74-0 trouncing 
of Terry, in which the Panthers put up double digit 
points in every quarter. Damyrion Phillips rushed for 
134 yards and two touchdowns and Paetow had seven 
rushing touchdowns in total while C.J. Dumas had 94 
yards passing and two touchdowns, completing 8 of 13 
attempts. Hightower comes off a 61-0 win over Kemp-

ner and has boasted a strong defense all season, as 
the team has given up under seven points on average 
through their seven games this season. Sophomore 
quarterback Kendron Penson Jr. has been a revelation 
for the team, he is averaging over 200 yards through 
the air per game and 25 yards on the ground. Fellow 
sophomore Jeremy Payne is averaging 93 yards on the 
ground while the team has two big threats in the pass-
ing game in Kaleb Johnson and Caleb Douglas. 

Paetow will have their hands full, and will need to rely 
on its steady ground game and strong defense to make the 
difference against a very tough Hightower team.

Friday
District 19-6A
Cinco Ranch (4-3, 1-2) vs. Taylor (2-6, 1-3), 6 

p.m., Legacy Stadium
• Cinco Ranch is through with the hardest parts of its 

district schedule and now is the time where we learn if 
they can be a playoff team and a team that can compete if 
they get there. The Cougars were unable to muster much 
against Katy last weekend, and were unable to stop the 
Katy ground game as the Tigers pounded the rock all 
game. The Cougars finally have receiver Noah Abboud 
back and expect big things in the coming weeks now that 
all of its receiving corps is healthy for the first time this 
season. That will start against Taylor, a team that comes 
off arguably its best performance of the season in a win 
over Mayde Creek. This is a must win game for both teams 
as they try to stay in playoff contention. Taylor will look for 
Chase Cobbin to continue to improve at the quarterback 
position while Cinco Ranch will look for its passing game 
and defense to get back on track against a Taylor team 
that seems to have found its groove.

Tompkins (7-1, 3-1) vs. Seven Lakes (5-2, 
2-1), 7 p.m., Rhodes Stadium

• Tompkins kept rolling as the team topped Morton 
Ranch 47-0 last week. Cole Francis once again was very 
solid, completing 10 of 16 passes with one touchdown. 
But it was the run game, and two sophomores leading 
it that bodes well for Tompkins. Wyatt Young rushed 
seven times for a whopping 131 yards and four touch-
downs, averaging over 18 yards per carry, and Caleb 
Blocker had 13 rushes for 50 yards and a score. Young 
and Blocker also did damage in the pass game, as the 
two combined for five catches for 78 yards and a touch-
down as six different players recorded catches. 

Tompkins will look to keep improving as they face 
Seven Lakes, which comes off a bye. Seven Lakes will 
be liking its chances at making the playoffs regardless 
of what happens in this game, but also want to make 
a push to get out of the fourth spot in district and a 
win over Tompkins would go a long way towards that. 
Seven Lakes has leaned heavily on its run game and 
will do that again, but it will be no easy task against a 
very stingy Tompkins defense. Seven Lakes defense has 
looked strong at times but also been inconsistent in 
different spots and will need to put together a complete 
game for the Spartans to have a chance.

Paetow quarterback 
C.J. Dumas prepares 
to throw a pass 
during a non-district 
game against 
Morton Ranch at 
Legacy Stadium. 

R. HANS MILLER

WEEK NINE PREVIEWSKATY ISD

Paetow faces most important 
game of season

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Katy Taylor’s Michael Whitaker III celebrates a TD during a conference game 
between Mayde Creek and Katy Taylor at Rhodes Stadium on Friday.
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$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

PUBLISHER’S 
NOTICE:

	 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an inten-
tion or discrimination.” Familial 
status includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant women and people 
securing custody of children under 
18.
	 This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more informa-
tion, call 936-488-
1314.
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850
HELP WANTED
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440
FURNITURE

950
PUBLIC NOTICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES
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October 14
Puzzle Answers

LAKE MANAGEMENT CO. 
IN KATY SEEKING LAKE 

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIAN. 
OUTSIDE WORK, HANDS-ON 
TRAINING, NO EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED. BENEFITS
AVAILABLE. GOOD STARTING 

PAY. APPLY IN PERSON
MON-FRI. 9AM TO 3PM

@ 4110 KATY HOCKLEY CUT
OFF RD., KATY, TX 77493,

TEL (281) 391-3688 
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INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Waller County Municipal Utility District 
No. 18, Attention: Mr. Doug Bergen, President, Board of Directors, will be 
received at the office of the Engineer, LJA Engineering, Inc., 1904 West Grand 
Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, Texas 77449, until 3:30 p.m., Local Time, Tuesday, 
November 2, 2021, and then publicly opened and read for “Construction of the 
Water, Sanitary Sewer, and Drainage Facilities to Serve Twinwood Business Park 
Phases 4 & 5, and Paving and Appurtenances to Serve Twinwood Business Park 
Phase 5 for Waller County Municipal Utility District No. 18, Waller County, 
Texas”. Bidders may elect to submit bids electronically via https://bids.lja.com.  
To attend the Bid Opening by telephone, dial 346.202.6170, Access Code 
823 774 589#.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: Construction of water, 
sanitary sewer and drainage facilities, and paving and appurtenances. 

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened.  A non-mandatory 
audio/web pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, at 3:30 
p.m. Local Time. To attend the web-format non-mandatory pre-bid conference, 
go to https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YmVlNjdmYm
YtMjllNy00NmFmLTg5YzItN2UwZDRmOTNlNDU4%40thread.v2/0?context=
%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f98c7d99-dabf-4760-bbfe-dc1aa7afb94a%22%2c%22
Oid%22%3a%228915fac2-9dfe-48bc-a837-d4a62d22ef2c%22%7d.  To attend the 
audio format non-mandatory pre-bid conference, dial 346.202.6170, Access Code 
608 732 540#.  

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check, 
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract 
and execute the Bonds on the forms provided, and provide the required insurance 
certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received 
by the Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful bidder 
shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original certified or cashier’s check 
within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Bidding documents may be examined at LJA Engineering, Inc., AGC of Texas, 
Construct Connect, and Amtek or may be obtained by prospective bidders or 
suppliers upon payment of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00 non-refundable plus 
cost of delivery) ($50.00 for electronic copy) for each set of documents at LJA 
Engineering, Inc., 1904 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, Texas  77449 
or at https://bids.lja.com. 

A Bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid and bid securities in 
compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding 
Rules and all electronic Bids and bid securities must be submitted through 
https://bids.lja.com.  Bidders must register and obtain bidding documents on this 
website for the required payment amount (if any) to submit an electronic bid.  

By submitting a Bid, Bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract Documents 
may be accepted, executed or agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, 
as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature Rules for 
Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and 
irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid. The 
Successful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s 
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most 
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply 
to this Bid and/or Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be 
terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a 
requirement of that subchapter.

Waller County Municipal Utility District No. 18

U P G R A D E 
YOUR HOME fur-
nishings with four 
Stifel brass table 
lamps. The lamps 
are 27-33 inches 
tall with shades. I 
am down-sizing to 
a smaller home. 
These Stifel table 
lamps are in ex-
cellent condition 
and ready to go. 
Call 281-579-
6446 for details.

470
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

ADD TO YOUR 
holiday enjoy-
ment with a large 
selection of Chris-
topher Radko 
ornaments, hand 
painted Lenox 
13-inch Father 
Christmas figures, 
imported nativity 
scenes and much 
more. Please call 
281-579-6446 for 
details.

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION BY

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT TO 
REVISE A SUBDIVISION PLAT 

FILED FOR RECORD WITH THE 
COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION:   Pat Andrew Wagner, Matthew Garney 
and Brandy Garney, owner(s), are requesting to be allowed 
to revise Lot Four (4), of SPRING CREEK ESTATES,
SECTION TWO (2) and Lot Fourteen (14), of CLEAR 
CREEK FOREST, SECTION ONE (1).  The revision will 
relocate the 0.967 acres of land containing “the garage” 
currently on Lot 14 and replat that portion of Lot 14 to now 
be on Lot 4.  These newly configured lots would consist of 
Lot 14 now being 3.0970 acres and Lot 4 now being 2.6701 
acres.  SPRING CREEK ESTATES, SECTION TWO (2)
and CLEAR CREEK FOREST, SECTION ONE (1) are
situated in the Lucy Pearsall Survey, Abstract NO. 237, 
Waller County, Texas recorded in Volume 583, Page 642 
of the Official Public Records of Waller County, Texas 
and Volume 200, Page 278 in the Deed Records of Waller 
County, Texas respectively.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the
applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during 
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on October 
27th, 9:00am at the Waller County Courthouse, 836 Austin 
St., Hempstead, Texas, 77445.

Sturm Family - Pattison 
Country Estate Sale

Home & barn filled with unique items!
Something for everyone!

42688 Garrett Road – Pattison, TX
Oct. 21-23: Thurs. 12-6 Fri. 9-4, Sat. 8-1

Appliances, furniture, décor, kitchen items,
Pyres, Fireking, Corningware, canning items, 

Fisher stereo system & speakers, electronics – 
some vintage, albums, high end clothing – some 

vintage, custom boots, hats, jewelry, purses, 
linens, 26 gun Winchester safe, gun cabinet, 

holiday décor, 2 Singer sewing machines, 
notions, crafts, leatherworking tools, lawn 

equipment, mowers, gates, panels, troughs, 
saddles, tools, work benches, racks, branding 

irons, metal outdoor furniture and more!

Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Mixed
Beverage Late Hours and Mixed
Beverage Restaurant with Food
and Beverage Certificate permits
by 90-10 Sports LLC dba
Southland Bar and Grill, to 
be located at 5990 Stockdick
Rd., Katy, Fort Bend, Texas
77494. Owners/Partners of said
corporation are:
Alvin R. Green II
Michael Black
Yash Havalimane
Sudhir Joshi
William McCamey
Reginald Miller
Leonardo Cervantes

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION BY

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
TO REVISE A SUBDIVISION 

PLAT FILED FOR RECORD WITH 
THE COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION:   Roy Nelson and Dorothy Mae Nelson, 
owners, are requesting to be allowed to revise Pineridge, 
Section 5.  The revision will create three residential lots.  
These newly configured lots would consist of Lots 100, 101 
and 102.  Pineridge, Section 5 is situated in the G. Dennett 
Survey, Abstract No. 123, Waller County, Texas recorded 
in Volume 284, Page 570, in the Deed Records of Waller 
County, Texas.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the
applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during 
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on November 
24, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. at the Waller County Courthouse, 836 
Austin St., Hempstead, Texas, 77445.

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

TexSCAN Week of
Oct. 17-23, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas, from the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, 
Live Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or 
small. 30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% 
down. Call toll-free or email for individual prices and 
terms, www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Collector’s Auction – Thurs., Oct. 28, starts at 
8:46 a.m. & Fri., Oct. 29, starts 10:01 a.m., 9177 
Alt. US-412, Locust Grove, OK. Huge Collector’s 
2 Day Sale: classic & restored autos, motorcycles, 
motor home, travel trailers, trackhoe, RTVs, tractors, 
boats, pedalcars, porcelain & metal signs, car & 
truck bodies & parts from 50’s 60’s 70’s, bicycles, 
restored fuel pumps, vintage oil cans, coins and more. 
Online only auction with over 800+ lots – auction 
ends Tues., Oct. 26 at 6:01 pm. Car/truck collection 
– live on-site & online bidding on Fri.at 10:01 a.m. 
140+ Guns will sell on Thurs. Chupps Auction Co., 
www.chuppsauction.com, 918-630-0495.

ESTATE SALE
La Vernia – Big Ranch Sale, Oct. 21-24, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
’68 Fast Back Mustang, ’83 Custom Houston Oilers 
Van, ’89 Ranger F150, furniture, huge Pearl Beer 
collection & Falstaff items, farm equipment, horse 
tack & saddles. 12157 FM 775, La Vernia 78121, Oct. 
22: 25% off, Oct. 23: 50% off, Oct. 24: 75% off. Top 
Hat Estate Sales.

EVENTS
Texas Renaissance Festival – Oct. 9 to Nov. 28, 
Saturdays, Sundays and Thanksgiving Friday. 47th 
annual festival. Kids get in free on Sundays. Discounted 
tickets available at TexRenFest.com.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HEREWINDOW CLEANING

New Screens and Re-Screens

www.katywindowscreens.com
281-392-5353

Katy Window Screens
by Quality Pro LLC

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

To say that the Texans didn’t 
play well last Sunday would be an 
understatement.

Houston’s run game has all but 
disappeared since the team's sea-
son opening win against the Jack-
sonville Jaguars and it continued to 
be subpar against the Indianapolis 
Colts. The team rushed for 124 
yards in total with Mark Ingram 
leading the team with 73 yards on 
18 carries. 

This again meant that Davis 
Mills had to be the focal point of 
the offense, and against Indi-
anaoplis it did not go well for the 
rookie quarterback. 

Mills finished the day 29-43 
for 243 yards, averaging just 5.7 
yards per completion while also 

throwing two interceptions to zero 
touchdowns in a 31-3 loss. 

Mills wasn’t the only Texan who 
had a bad day, and head coach 
David Culley said the team has not 
made enough progress throughout 
the season. 

“We’re still inconsistent with 
things. Our penalties in this last 
game were down but two of those 
penalties were critical. We got bet-
ter there but they are coming at the 
wrong time,” Culley said. “I think 
our inconsistencies from that point 
see to be getting, especially on 
the road, at critical times that are 
hurting us, both sides of the ball, 
in continuing drives and stopping 
drives.”

The Texans turned the ball 
over three times and the defense 
had multiple lapses resulting in 

huge plays for the Colts in the loss, 
another area the Texans know they 
need to improve on. 

“Well, how we are undisci-
plined starts with me, and that 
starts with what I just said. We’ve 
got to do a better job as coaches in 
practice of making sure that we’re 
focusing more, that our concen-
tration is at a higher level,” Culley 
said. “It’s not at that level that it 
needs to be right now. In practice, 
we haven’t seen a whole bunch of 
those kind of things happening. 
It has happened, but we’re going 
to emphasize it more as a staff. 
We’re going to make sure they 
understand it more, we’re going to 
put them in those situations again 
and make sure that they under-
stand how critical it is. And again, 
to change things, you’ve got to 

change. We have to do that moving 
forward in practice and making 
sure that we’re addressing that 
even more so than what we have 
been addressing it. Just emphasize 
it and let the process take care of 
itself.”

The Texans (1-5) have no room 
to be undisciplined this week as 
they will travel to Arizona to take 
on the undefeated Cardinals (6-0).

The Kyler Murray led offense 
of the Cardinals is averaging 290 
yards through the air per game 
and 131 on the ground during 
their undefeated start and will be 
adding veteran tight end Zach Ertz 
to make an already strong offense 
ever stronger. 

The Texans offense and defense 
will both have their hands full in 
the matchup, but the Texans know 

they need to find some way to 
make things a tough game for the 
Cardinals.

“There has been a continuation 
of, especially on the road, these 
things coming,” Culley said. “But 
what we do in practices, we come 
in and focus on that, put ourselves 
in situations where these things 
that are happening, we redo those 
things again, go over those things 
to make them aware of that, how 
critical it is to be able to do the 
right things in those situations. We 
just keep coaching and teaching 
that and it’s just on and on and 
on. It’s a process, and right now 
that process is not going as quickly 
and consistently as we want, and 
we got to get that better. We’re just 
going to keep working on that in 
practice every day.”

PHOTO BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Houston Texans head coach David Culley stands on the sidelines during a preseason game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

Reeling Texans face difficult test in undefeated Cardinals

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy remained in first in the 
Class 6A Houston Area high 
school football media rankings, 
getting all 12 first place votes 
from voters. Tompkins re-
mained at No. 10 for the second 
straight week. 

Westfield moved up to No. 
2 in the poll, Atascocita, North 
Shore and C.E. King rounded 
out the top five.

In Class 5A, Paetow re-
mained No. 2 behind Fort Bend 
Marshall, while Montgomery, 
Hightower and Magnolia west 
were also ranked in the top five.

Bellville moved up to No. 2 in 
the small school rankings, with 
El Campo moving to No. 2 and 
Huffman-Hargrave dropping 
to No. 3, Second Baptist moved 
up to No. 1 in the small school 
rankings after Kinkaid suffered 
its second loss of the season.  

Following are the full rank-
ings

These rankings were con-
ducted before week 8 games. 

Katy tops Houston area rankings for eighth straight week
CLASS 6A
1. Katy (12 first-place votes)

Record: 7-0; Points: 240; 
Previous rank: 1; Last 
week: Beat Mayde Creek, 
65-7.

2. Westfield
Record: 6-0; Points: 226; 
Previous rank: 3; Last 
week: Beat Nimitz, 54-6.

3. Atascocita
Record: 6-1; Points: 206; 
Previous rank: 4; Last 
week: Beat Summer 
Creek, 30-24 (OT).

4. North Shore
Record: 6-1; Points: 201; 
Previous rank: 5; Last 
week: Beat Kingwood, 
56-0.

5. C.E. King
Record: 6-0; Points: 182; 
Previous rank: 6; Last 
week: idle.

6. Spring
Record: 5-1; Points: 179; 
Previous rank: 7; Last week: 
Beat Eisenhower, 48-0.

7. Bridgeland
Record: 5-1; Points: 167; 
Previous rank: 2; Last 
week: Lost to Cypress R
anch, 38-28.

8. Cypress Park
Record: 6-0; Points: 163; 
Previous rank: 8; Last 
week: Beat Cypress Falls, 
51-7.

9. Ridge Point
Record: 5-1; Points: 141; 
Previous rank: 9; Last 
week: Beat Dulles, 44-0.

10. Tompkins
Record: 6-1; Points: 132; 
Previous rank: 10; Last 
week: Beat Katy Taylor, 
52-7.

11. Dickinson
Record: 5-2; Points: 121; 
Previous rank: 11; Last 
week: Beat Brazoswood, 
35-7.

12. Klein Cain
Record: 6-1; Points: 113; 
Previous rank: 12; Last 
week: Beat Klein Forest, 
63-24.

13. The Woodlands
Record: 4-2; Points: 76; 
Previous rank: 14; Last 
week: Beat Willis, 43-10.

14. Shadow Creek
Record: 4-2; Points: 69; 
Previous rank: 16; Last 
week: Beat Strake Jesuit, 
35-20.

15. Jersey Village
Record: 6-0; Points: 67; 
Previous rank: 18; Last 
week: Beat Cy-Fair, 39-30.

16. Clear Falls
Record: 6-1; Points: 62; 
Previous rank: 15; Last 
week: Beat Clear Springs, 
48-35.

17. Cypress Ranch
Record: 4-1; Points: 58; 
Previous rank: NR; Last 
week: Beat Bridgeland, 
38-28.

18. Dobie
Record: 5-1; Points: 42; 
Previous rank: 17; Last 
week: Beat Pasadena, 70-0.

19. Stratford
Record: 6-0; Points: 32; P
revious rank: 19; Last 
week: Beat Spring Woods, 
52-0.

20. Tomball
Record: 6-1; Points: 22; 
Previous rank: 13; Last 
week: Lost to Klein 
Collins, 31-8.
Also receiving votes: Dawson 13, 

College Park 5, Summer Creek 3.
 

CLASS 5A
1. Fort Bend Marshall (11 

first-place votes)
Record: 7-0; Points: 119; 
Previous rank: 1; Last 
week: Beat Austin, 61-0.

2. Paetow (1)
Record: 6-0; Points: 108; 
Previous rank: 2; Last 
week: Beat Wisdom, 77-0.

3. Montgomery
Record: 6-0; Points: 91; 
Previous rank: 3; Last 
week: Beat Rudder, 38-13.

4. Hightower
Record: 5-1; Points: 76; 
Previous rank: 5; Last 
week: Beat Foster, 34-7.

5. Magnolia West
Record: 6-0; Points: 74; 
Previous rank: 4; Last 
week: idle.

6. Manvel
Record: 4-2; Points: 
59; Previous rank: 6; Beat 
Angleton, 49-10.

7. Crosby
Record: 4-2; Points: 49; 
Previous rank: 7; Last 
week: Beat Kingwood 
Park, 67-13.

8. Baytown Lee
Record: 6-0; Points: 28; 
Previous rank: 9; Last 
week: Beat Goose Creek 

Memorial, 35-0.
9. New Caney

Record: 5-1; Points: 27; 
Previous rank: 8; Last week: 
Beat Cleveland, 63-12.

10. Magnolia
Record: 5-2; Points: 15; 
Previous rank: 10; Last 
week: Beat Waller, 42-6.
Also receiving votes: Texas City 7.
 

CLASS 4A/3A
1. Bellville (7 first-place 
votes)

Record: 6-0; Points: 47; 
Previous rank: 2; Last 
week: Beat Wharton, 72-0.

2. El Campo (3)
Record: 5-1; Points: 43; 
Previous rank: 3; Last 
week: Beat Stafford, 49-7.

3. Huffman-Hargrave
Record: 5-1; Points: 26; 
Previous rank: 1; Last 
week: Lost to Little 
Cypress-Mauriceville, 39-31.

4. East Bernard
Record: 5-1; Points: 22; 
Previous rank: 4; Last 
week: Beat Brazos, 42-6.

5. Sealy
Record: 4-2; Points: 8; 
Previous rank: 5; Last 

week: Beat Brookshire 
Royal 26-0.
Also receiving votes: Stafford 3, 

La Marque 1.
 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
1. Second Baptist (4 first-
place votes)

Record: 5-1; Points: 34; 
Previous rank: 2; Last week: 
Beat Victoria St. Joseph, 44-0.

2. Kinkaid (3)
Record: 5-2; Points: 29; 
Previous rank: 1; Last 
week: Lost to Episcopal 
School of Dallas, 31-19.

3. St. John's (1)
Record: 6-0; Points: 28; 
Previous rank: 4; Last 
week: Beat Episcopal, 24-20.

4. St. Thomas
Record: 5-2; Points: 21; 
Previous rank: 5; Last 
week: Beat San Antonio 
Christian, 35-0.

5. Fort Bend Christian
Record: 3-3; Points: 3; 
Previous rank: NR; Last 
week: Beat The 
Woodlands Christian, 53-14.
Also receiving votes: John Cooper 

2, Bay Area Christian 1, Lutheran 
South 1, The Woodlands Christian 1.
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Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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nals where they faced a match 
against Lake Creek, a rematch 
from earlier in the season which 
Jordan won as a team. But the 
Warriors knew this would be a 
tougher test in the playoffs.

“We knew that we couldn’t 
underestimate them” Melachuri 
said. “We may have beat them 
before, but we can’t let that effect 
how we play. We had to go out 
today and keep fighting and keep 
trying until the end. We knew 
we couldn’t give them anything 
because if we gave an inch they’d 
take a mile.”

Jordan came out on top Tues-
day at the Jordan tennis courts, 
beating the Lions 10-6 to advance 
to the Region III Tournament. 

“I think it’s crazy how far 
we’ve come, being such a young 
school,” said Avery McKay. “Some 
of the other teams get surprised 

by how good we play and I think 
that’s to our advantage. Being 
able to come out on top like this 
and make it to the regional tour-
nament, it feels really good.”

Jordan was able to take a slim 
lead coming out of doubles, as the 
Warriors were up 4-3. That slight 
lead would be enough as Jordan 
won six matches to Lake Creek's 
three in singles to take the victory.

Doubles is something Jordan 
has been working on all year and 
setting the tone by taking the lead 
early was a key for the team.

“We knew coming out that 
they would mix things up from 
the last time we saw them. That’s 
exactly what they did and it got us 
off our rhythm.,” said Jordan head 
coach Tyler Esterline. “We had to 
fight back in a lot of those doubles 
matches as well but knew that 
doubles is what’s won it for us all 

year long and we had to come out 
winning at least 4-3. That’s what 
they were able to do. The kids have 
been something special this year.”

McKay lost her doubles match 
but bounced back to win a big 
ninth point for the Warriors in her 
singles match before Melachuri’s 
tenth point secured the teams 
victory.

“It’s two different games,” 
McKay said. “With doubles you 
have your partner and when you 
mess up it’s a team effort. If you 
lose you just have to find it in 
yourself to win singles. You just 
have to go out there thinking you 
can do it.”

Making to the regional tour-
nament is a goal achieved for 
the team and shows the type of 
culture that Esterline has built 
with the program.

“We’ve been trying to build 

that from the ground up and 
it’s really fun because not many 
coaches get to start a school,” 
Esterline said. “We have a rule 
that in a team match, no one can 
leave until everyone is done with 
their match. The kids have really 
bought into it and they go and 
they pick each other up when 
they aren’t playing and it’s just 
been really good.”

Jordan will take on the winner 
of Richmond Foster and Baytown 
Sterling in the regional semifinal 
round, and the Warriors don’t feel 
like they’re done yet. 

“We have practice tomorrow 
and were going to take it day by 
day,” Melachuri said. “We want 
to win a state championship, 
but we have to make it there so 
we just have to stay focused and 
deal with whatever team is on the 
other side of the bracket.

Jordan 10, Lake Creek 6
BOYS DOUBLES
• Melachuri/ Rivas def. Ramirez/ Koesters 6-4, 6-4
• Rajagopalan/Vierling def. Pugh/Bell 6-1, 6-2
• Galloway/Velderrain def. Street/Randall 3-6, 
   6-2, 10-6

GIRLS DOUBLES
• Pugh/Pugh def. Hari/Ashton 7-5, 6-0
• Yang/Shandilya def. Silver/Mulis, 7-6, 6-0
• Englishbee/Lyness def. McKay/Antelo 6-3, 6-3

MIXED DOUBLES
• Freund/Kennett def. Guzman/Boinpalli 6-4, 6-2

BOYS SINGLES
• Freund def. Rivas 2-6, 6-2, 10-7
• Rajagopalan def. Ramirez 6-3, 7-5
• Koesters def. Vierling 6-4, 7-6
• Galloway def. Street 6-X, 6-3
• Melachuri def. Bell 6-1, 6-2

GIRLS SINGLES
• S. Pugh def. K Hari 3-6, 6-1, 10-8
• R Hari def. M. Pugh 6-4, 6-7, 10-6
• Yang def. Silver 6-4, 6-1
• McKay def. Mullis 7-5, 6-3
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