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Election Audit Division  
funds allocated

Gov. Greg Abbott and GOP legislative 
leaders announced Nov. 19 that $4 million 
has been shifted from the state prison system 
to the secretary of state’s office to pay for 
county election audits as required under the 
state’s new elections law.

The Dallas Morning News reported the 
secretary of state’s office, which is under the 
governor’s control, would create an Election 
Audit Division that could conduct random 
county audits of elections under the new law.

“Ensuring the integrity of our elections is 
critical to our democracy, and the Texas Sec-
retary of State's office deserves the resources 
and support needed to thoroughly complete 
this ongoing task,” Abbott said.

Abbott said the audit of Dallas, Harris, 
Tarrant and Collin counties is “the largest 

forensic audit in the country.” Former Pres-
ident Trump called for a statewide review of 
the 2020 presidential election despite win-
ning the state by more than 600,000 votes. 

Shipping containers used  
to create border wall

Abbott directed National Guard and 
Department of Public Safety troops to place 
about 20 large shipping containers along 
the banks of the Rio Grande to form a “steel 
curtain” to prevent illegal crossings from 
Mexico.

The Houston Chronicle reported the 
move came while the world is facing a short-
age in shipping containers that is contrib-
uting to the supply chain disruptions being 
experienced as a result of pandemic-related 
shutdowns.

The shipping containers were placed next 
to the international bridge at Eagle Pass.

“Large shipping containers, resources, 
and personnel are being used to protect 

communities and property owners. Texas is 
securing the border,” Abbott said in a tweet.

Winter rainbow trout  
stocking begins

The Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment begins its annual stocking of 

more than 350,000 rainbow trout throughout 
the state this week, a program that continues 
until early March. 

“TPWD stocks catchable-sized fish during 
winter months to create angling opportunities 
throughout Texas,” Carl Kittel, rainbow trout 
program director, said. “Rainbow trout love 
cold water, can be caught on a variety of baits 
and lures and are great to take home and eat. 
Our winter rainbow trout program has been a 
favorite with anglers for over 40 years.”

TPWD manages 18 neighborhood fishing 
lakes in the state’s major urban areas, as well 
a number of city- and county-managed park 

Comcast provides $1 million 
in grants to small businesses

Election audits, border security 
and 3 other Texas issues
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BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Comcast has provided $10,000 grants 
to 100 businesses in Greater Houston 
totaling $1 million via the company’s 
Comcast Rise Investment Fund program, 
according to a Nov. 23 press release. 

“As we continue to rebuild and emerge 
from the effects of the pandemic, small 
businesses will continue to be the back-
bone of our economy – and we must take 
every opportunity to help them thrive,” 

said Comcast Cable President and CEO 
Dave Watson.

Fort Bend County Judge KP George 
applauded the distribution of grant funds 
and said the funds, which will help local-
ly-owned small businesses with market-
ing, technology and capital support, will 
be invaluable to Fort Bend businesses 
that have faced trying times during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We are proud of all of our small busi-
nesses, the impact they have in Fort Bend 
County is invaluable. Many of our business 

owners, particularly our minority-owned 
businesses, have faced unprecedented 
challenges over the past year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and require a wide 
range of support to help their businesses 
survive,” George said. “The Comcast Rise 
Investment Fund Grant provides these 
business owners with the critical financial 
lifeline and the resources needed so they 
can sustain and grow their businesses.”

According to the RISE website – com-

CONTRIBUTED BY COMCAST

Fort Bend County Judge KP George (third from right) poses for a photo with grant awardees and Comcast representatives at a recent awards ceremony wherein small business 
owners throughout Greater Houston, including several in Katy, were given $10,000 grants via the Comcast RISE program. The grants may be used to improve marketing, technology 
and other tools to help small businesses across the U.S. shore up their operations after financial challenges during the last 19 months. 

Waller OKs public hearing for stop sign
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Waller County commissioners ap-
proved a public hearing for the installa-
tion by the city of Katy of a stop sign at 
the intersection of Morton and Pitts roads 
during their Nov. 23 regular meeting. 

Commissioners were initially not privy 
to whether the sign would be paid for by 
the city or the county, but Katy Mayor 
Pro Tem Chris Harris said the city would 
be paying for the sign which would be 
placed within city limits. The approval of 
the public hearing is a formality and the 
city will pay for any signage changes at 

that intersection. 
Commissioners also unanimously 

voted to accept a $2,500 donation to 
purchase equipment to finish outfitting 
the Waller County Fire Marshal’s investi-
gation trailer. The funds were donated by 

See WALLER, page 3

See RISE, page 3

COURTESY BRYANT GAUTHIER

Katy natives Bryant Gauthier and his wife Jodi Gauthier 
run ThisIsLivin Homes, a locally-owned business that helps 
local residents with remodels, redecorating and general 
contracting work. ThisIsLivin Homes placed in multiple 
categories in the Katy Times’ Best of Katy contest this year, 
including taking first place in the Best Remodeling category. 

Expert advice 
for preparing 
your home for 
cold weather
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

As winter weather approaches, Katy area 
residents may have flashbacks to the week 
of Valentine’s Day when Winter Storm Uri 
took out power throughout Texas. The lack 
of electricity – and thereby heat for many 
Katy Times readers – caused widespread 
damage as pipes froze and burst and other 
damages that could have been prevented 
with some preparation. 

Bryant Gauthier, co-founder and opera-
tions manager at ThisIsLivin Homes, agreed 
to answer questions to help area residents 
prepare for upcoming winter conditions as 
temperatures cool. Gauthier and his wife, 
Jodi Gauthier, have worked extensively over 
the last several months to help homeown-
ers remodel homes damaged as a result of 
Winter Storm Uri. 

Q: During Winter Storm Uri in February, 
what were the preventable damages that 
clients called you to help repair the most?  

Gauthier: The majority of our calls came 
from busted pipes. They were the num-
ber one source of cabinet and sheetrock 
damage in most homes in our area. We had 
many clients that had wanted to remodel 
the entire kitchen for some time and they 

See COLD, page 3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Topsides
  7. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
10. A Sultan’s court
12. Maine city
13. Largest living land animal
14. Appetizer
15. Encounters
16. Leader
17. The source of bacon
18. Nuclear near reach
      weapon (abbr.)
19. Celery (Spanish)
21. Pie _ __ mode
22. Eye disease
27. Hello (slang)
28. Those in their 80s
33. Law enforcement agency
      (abbr.)
34. Business organizations
36. Mimic
37. For indicating speed of
      rotation (abbr.)
38. Feeling
39. Visual way to interact
      with computers (abbr.)
40. “Let It Snow!” songwriter
41. Essential oil used as
      perfume
44. Norwegian composer

45. Coast
48. __ lang syne, good old
      days
49. Gland behind the
      stomach
50. Tooth caregiver
51. King of Camelot

CLUES DOWN
  1. N. American indigenous
      people
  2. Fascinated by
  3. Root of out
  4. Patti Hearst’s captors
  5. Atomic #50
  6. Habitual drunkard
  7. Arabic for “peace”
  8. Trickery
  9. One’s physique (slang)
10. Not quite there
11. Wistfully mournful
12. Popular dance
14. Cut of meat
17. A way to stand
18. “Gunga Din” screenwriter
20. 10th month of the year
      (abbr.)
23. A way of jumping
24. Utah town
25. Of I

26. Actress de Armas
29. Silver
30. Play a role
31. __ Falls
32. Attaches to
35. Japanese title
36. Expressed pleasure
38. Buckets

40. Dirt
41. Hypnotists’ group (abbr.)
42. Restaurant drive-__
43. Digs up
44. He voices “Olaf”
45. Relaxing place
46. Body part
47. Pesky house critter

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

COMMUNITY

CONTRIBUTED REPORT 

East West Bank, one of 
the largest independent 
banks headquartered in 
California which operates 
13 locations in the Texas/
Southwest Region, honored 
Houston’s first responders 
by contributing $10,000 to 
the Houston Police Foun-
dation. 

“East West Bank is com-
mitted to building bridges 
in our communities,” said 
Mike Burr, Senior Managing 
Director & Head of Texas 
Market at East West Bank. 
“We are thrilled to com-
memorate the reopening of 
our great city with today’s 

event and finally reconnect 
with our public safety and 
community partners in 
person."

The contribution was 
presented to HPF Executive 
Director Charlene Floyd, 
Houston Police Chief Troy 
Finner and Houston Assis-
tant Police Chief Ban Tien at 
a Public Safety and Commu-
nity Engagement event held 
at the bank’s Regional Head 
Office in Houston. Other key 
local officials and repre-
sentatives from community 
organizations attended 
the event, which featured 
remarks from Christopher 
Olson, Director of Trade and 
International Affairs for the 
City of Houston; Police Chief 

Finner; and Burr.
"East West Bank looks 

forward to continuing to 
support our partners as we 
work through this recovery 
together,” said Burr.

In 2021, East West Bank 
has made contributions to 
support nonprofit organi-
zations aiding communities 
disproportionately impact-
ed by this year’s earlier win-
ter storm and the ongoing 
pandemic. They include 
Star of Hope Mission, Chi-
nese Community Center, 
The Women’s Resource 
Center, Baker Ripley, Hous-
ton Food Bank, OCA-Great-
er Houston Chapter, Sister 
Cities of Houston, Inc., 
among others.

CONTRIBUTED BY EAST WEST BANK

East West Bank representatives presented a $10,000 donation to the Houston Police Foundation on Nov. 18. 

East West Bank gives $10K 
to Houston Police Foundation

HARRIS COUNTY CONSTABLE PCT. 5

Area residents donated dozens of new stuffed animals to the office of Harris County Constable for Precinct 5, Ted Heap. 
The stuffed animals are kept in deputies’ patrol cars so the officers can give them to children that have been exposed to 
traumatic events such as car accidents or domestic situations. 

READY TO COMFORT KIDS
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Brown Eyed Girl by Roxie
A Boutique for the Free Spirited Person

• Lots of Embroidered Clothing
• Girls Clothing
• Beautiful Mexican Clothing
• Jewelry
• Great Gift Items
• Goats Milk Soaps and Lotions
• Root Candles
• Pet Accessories & Gifts
• Original Water Colors
• Talavera Pottery
• Photography Canvas Prints
• Upholstery, Draperies, 

Refinishing and Custom Shutters

30318 2nd Street • Fulshear, Texas 77441
281-468-7036
HOLIDAY STORE HOURS EFFECTIVE
SUN, 11/28 thru 12/22!
Sunday:  12:30 pm – 4 pm
Mon – Sat :  10 am – 6 pm
Closing early on 12/23!

CHRISTMAS STORE NOW OPEN!
NEW ITEMS DAILY!

@BEGDbyRoxie Browneyedgirlbyroxie

HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS!

Lots of stocking 
stuffers!

When planning for retirement
income, the Devil is in the details.

Not many people know that Medicare does not cover Long-Term Care costs. According to 
the DHHS, possibly 70% of Americans age 65 and up may need some long-term care service 
or support at some point. Monthly median cost for a semi-private room in a nursing home 
in the U.S. was $7,500 per month. For a private room, the cost jumps to $8,500 per month. 
In-home care costs for homemaker services and for a home health aide can reach over $4,000 
a month.

Like I say, the Devil is in the details! 

Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization committed to 
a fully transparent approach to safe money strategies for retirement.  

daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

Meet Tim Davis, RICP®,
CLU, Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Houston-based expert on how
to de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
avoid stock market losses.

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

ponds. Anglers are encouraged to take their daily 
legal limit, because the trout can’t survive in the 
state’s summer heat.

The 2021-2022 Trout Stocking Schedule can be 
found online at: https://tinyurl.com/8ayk2nbs.

COVID-19 cases steady  
but deaths drop

The number of new COVID-19 cases 
in the past week in the state was largely 
unchanged from the previous week, with 

22,976 reported by the Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins University. A total of 
591 deaths were reported, down 30% from the 
previous week. The number of lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 hospitalizations in Texas stood at 
2,663 as of Sunday, according to the Texas De-
partment of State Health Services. That is down 
just slightly from the previous week.

The number of Texans who are fully vaccinated 
totals 15.78 million, which is 54.1% of the state’s 
population, according to DSHS. In addition, 2.42 
million people in the state have received an addi-
tional dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

Extreme weather  
could still threaten grid

The state’s power grid could still be 
at risk under extreme winter conditions, 
according to the Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas, but should operate fine under 

normal conditions.
The Seasonal Assessment of Resource Ad-

equacy, issued Friday, said the grid can meet 
normal and even moderately challenging weather 
conditions but could break down if the state faces 
winter storms such as occurred last February.

During Winter Storm Uri, much of the state 
experienced prolonged blackouts.

“We expect there's a 10% chance that demand 
will exceed what ERCOT considers to be their 
extreme peak load scenario,” Andrew Dessler, a 
professor of atmospheric sciences at Texas A&M 
who has been researching the grid, told KUT.
org. “In my opinion that's not a great worst-case 
scenario. One in 10 things happen all the time.”

The assessment from ERCOT came just days 
after a similar assessment from the North Amer-
ican Electric Reliability Corporation, which said 
Texas is under “extreme weather risk” if winter 
weather conditions exceed projections, spawn-
ing rolling blackouts as experienced last winter.

KUT reported recently that natural gas 
producers and suppliers can opt out of any 
mandates to winterize their production facil-
ities, while power plants must do so under a 
bill passed by the Texas Legislature during the 
regular session.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@
texaspress.com.
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castrise.com – these businesses have been 
affected more significantly by financial hard-
ships over the last 19 months than non-mi-
nority businesses. 

While 21% of small businesses have 
been severely impacted or closed due to the 
pandemic and other factors, 41% of Black-
owned businesses have closed, Hispan-
ic-owned businesses saw a 32% decline and 
Asian-owned businesses saw a 25% decline, 
according to the National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research. 

To qualify for the program, businesses 
must be minority-owned or women-owned 
businesses that qualify as small businesses. 
The RISE program provides financial sup-
port, but also adds marketing, media, cre-
ative and technology support to awardees. 

In the Katy area, awards were given to: 
C. Prince Media Productions, Inc.; Capi-
tal Construction Management, Inc.; Cielo 
Dulce; Cinco Ranch Sleep Center, Dalilego 
Trade Texas, Inc.; Dawniel Patterson Win-
ningham International; Devioncoop Invest-
ments; Eagle Eye Adjusters, Inc.; Fort Bend 
Roadside Assistance; Fraternal Store; Global 
Teamwork, LLC.; HD Tonsorium Barber 
Shop; He Cross Co./Insure-Ez.com; Huckeye 
Health Services; Installpros TX, LLC; Katy 
Kid’s Shuttle; KMK Development Services, 
LLC; Leds Innovation, LLC; Little Superstars 

Studio; Makhija CPA, LLC; MI Roofing; New 
Generation Consulting Resource Solutions, 
LLC; Stacked Pickle Texas, LLC; Stellar 
Ledgers, LLC; Sugar Land Family Dentistry; 
Sunline Trucking, LLC; T&P Blessed Hands; 
Telenutritiondoc.com; The Barber Collec-
tion; Tribe Trading Company, Ultimate 
Recovery & Wellness Suite; Unlimited Tax 
Resource, LLC and Virago Chic. 

These businesses join almost 6,700 busi-
nesses nationwide that have been supported 
by Comcast’s program, the press release said. 

The Nov. 23 press release also said the 
program had just added women-owned 
businesses as eligible applicants to address 
inequities for those businesses. 

“Looking forward, this expansion will 
enable Comcast RISE to further empower 
and strengthen even more small businesses 
that are the heart of our local communities 
across the country,” said Watson.

LOOKING TO RISE?
To qualify for Comcast’s RISE grants 

and small business support, eligible 
businesses must be primarily owned 
and operated by minorities or women 
and meet the criteria to be classified as 
a small business. 

To apply for the program, visit  
www.comcastrise.com.
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ATMOS Energy Pipeline which is located 
in southern Waller County. 

Fire Marshal Brian Cantrell said he 
had met representatives from ATMOS 
during the response to the plane crash at 
the Houston Regional Airport on Oct. 19. 
After that event, he had contacted the 
company’s representatives via email and 
they had agreed to provide the money to 
purchase the fire investigation supplies. 

County Judge Trey Duhon and 
Cantrell, who also serves as the county’s 
emergency management coordinator, 
discussed the state of the pandemic in 
Waller County. At the time, Duhon said 
the county had seen 5,360 cases of the 
disease since the pandemic began and 
the county then had 22 active cases. He 

added that the Texas Medical Center 
has remained at Phase I – the lowest 
response level in its pandemic plan – for 
several weeks now. 

Cantrell said the county is still coor-
dinating vaccinations for Waller County 
residents that are 18 years of age and 
older. Additional information regarding 
vaccinations is available through the 
county’s website at www.co.waller.tx.us.

Commissioners also: 
• Approved multiple variances for 

land in northern Waller County to allow 
families to split land for sale to family 
members or for family members to build 
homes on. 

• Held a public hearing to discuss 
subdividing property in northern 

Waller County. Duhon noted that some 
restrictions on the property would be 
the responsibility of relevant HOAs or 
other organizations to enforce in regard 
to types of homes installed on the land. 
Landowners would be required to meet 
environmental requirements for septic 
and water well systems. 

• Approved expending $325 for mem-
bership dues for professional member-
ships for various programs.

• Approved $1,195 in payments to 
Magnolia Funeral Home for transporta-
tion services to the morgue. 

• Approved invoices totaling more 
than $15,600 to Bickerstaff, Heath, 
Delgado, LLP for legal expenses for the 
county.
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took advantage of the unfortu-
nate opportunity to do so.

Q: With those same prob-
lems in mind, what preventive 
steps should Katy area resi-
dents be taking as tempera-
tures begin to dip to ensure 
their homes are prepared for 
winter weather?  

We’d recommend insu-
lating pool equipment, attic 
pipes, and any exterior or 
exposed pipes early on in the 
season. Getting your furnace 
inspected and or serviced 
yearly is a good idea. It is 
also important to have your 
chimney swept if you have a 
wood-burning fireplace and 
have not done so recently.  

Q: Plumbing is obviously a 
big concern for winter weath-
er. What inexpensive steps can 
our readers take to protect 
their homes from water dam-
age due to burst pipes? 

Insulating exposed pipes 
in the attic can be done before 
temperatures drop. If we expe-
rience anything like Uri again 
and happen to lose power for 
days, it is important to turn off 
the main valve to your home 
and drain all faucets and lines 
IF you are leaving your home 
unattended. 

Many homeowners left 
their homes to head to neigh-
bors or relatives that had pow-
er and when they returned the 

water lines had defrosted and 
left water running throughout 
the homes causing extensive 
damage. 

If you plan on staying in 
your home and braving the 
frigid temperatures slowly 
dripping the faucets and leav-
ing cabinet doors open can 
prevent pipes from freezing. 

Q: To prepare their land-
scaping and the exterior of 
their homes for the cold, what 
do you recommend people in 
the Katy area do? 

Have your roof inspected 
and maintenance package 
done to ensure all flashing, 
shingles and vents are secure 
and sealed. Bring in any 
tropical warm weather plants. 
Caulk and seal all windows 
and any exposed electrical or 
plumbing openings to keep 
cold air out. 

Q: Many attics in the Katy 
area are ventilated to ensure 
heat escapes rather than to 
keep warmth in. What items 
in attics and crawlspaces 
should be checked after a cold 
snap?  

Check your pipes, look for 
any signs of moisture or water 
staining on the roof decking. 
Also, make sure that any ex-
posed pipes are insulated. 

Q: What other general ad-
vice do you have for readers 
to help them ensure their 

homes are protected from 
severe cold snaps? 

If you have an older home 
or a home that has copper 
and/or CPVC pipes consider 
investing in a PEX repipe. If 
you are considering a home 

remodel you may want to 
think about converting the 
fireplace or range to gas. If we 
happen to lose power for an 
extended period of time again, 
you can camp out by the fire-
place and make the best of it.  

from page 1
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COURTESY THISISLIVIN HOMES

ThisIsLivin Homes has worked with several clients since Winter Storm Uri devastated 
the Katy area with home damages due to freezing pipes during unprecedented cold 
weather for the region. The kitchen above was damaged by burst water lines and 
ThisIsLivin helped the homeowners repair and update their kitchen with a more 
modern look.



These days, we’re all used 
to walking through retail 
stores in October and 

dodging Christmas displays of 
inflatable Baby Yoda yard art 
while we’re still trying to find the 
perfect Halloween pumpkins to 
decompose on our front porches.

The real holiday season mashup 
controversy, though, emerges 
in November, when we try to 
determine when it’s appropriate 
to start slipping our disks by 
dragging out the Christmas décor 
and festooning the living room 
with enough sparkly baubles to 
trigger our glitter jitters. Do we 
wait until we finish digesting our 
Thanksgiving giblets or move on 
into full-blown Yuletide beast 
mode?

I say go ahead and get jiggy 
with your tree trimming. Because 
let’s face it. Thanksgiving, while 
a worthy exercise in expressing 
gratitude for our blessings by 
replacing all of our bodily fluids 
with gravy, is a little like a pre-
game warmup for Christmas. In 
fact, you’re likely to have some 
Thanksgiving leftovers mutating in 
your refrigerator when December 
25 rolls around.

So why not combine the 
celebrations into a giant two-
month carb-laden extravaganza? 
Besides, the two holidays already 
have a lot in common.

For instance, both involve 
eating until you doubt your self-
worth and your digestive skills. 

Not only that, but we enjoy some 
of the same foods at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas–including that 
cranberry sauce that comes out of 
the can looking like a sunburned 
segment of a giant earthworm.

Both holidays also involve 
experiencing an entire year’s 
allotment of family irritation within 
the space of around twelve hours. 
No wonder grandmother lives over 
the river and through the woods.

And that particular song 
reminds me that both holidays 
have classic Charlie Brown specials 
— the best! (I still think Snoopy 
deserves a good old-fashioned 
neutering.)

Most importantly, these 
celebrations give us a chance to 
thank the Lord for the greatest 
gift ever given to humanity. And 
I really don’t think He gives a rip 
that Starbucks starts selling the 
Peppermint Mocha Frappuccino 
the first week of November.

I realize this philosophy will 
draw the ire of Thanksgiving 
purists who relegate Santa, 
Rudolph, Frosty, the Grinch, 
Scrooge, Ralphie in his pink bunny 
pajamas, Buddy the Elf, and 
Cousin Eddie in his bath robe to 

holiday quarantine until the clock 
strikes midnight after Turkey Day. 
(Ironically, these are probably the 
same folks who keep a forgotten 
string of elderly Christmas lights 
clinging to their houses for dear life 
year round.)

I’ve always loved both holidays 
and never could resist humming 
a few Christmas carols while 
unpacking our ceramic turkey 
salt and pepper shakers in early 
November. I’ve even been known 
to start putting out Christmas 
decorations, a few at a time, in the 
run-up to Thanksgiving, and no 
one seems to be bothered by it. 
(Then again, I’m pretty sure I could 
install a life-sized replica of Cousin 
Eddie’s dilapidated RV in the 
middle of the living room, and my 
three teenage daughters wouldn’t 
notice — unless it interfered with 
the WiFi.)

Yes, I agree that Thanksgiving 
is an important occasion and 
deserving of its own traditions 
(especially the pie), but I also 
believe in bipartisanship, and 
if Santa wants a seat at my 
Thanksgiving table, he is always 
welcome to an extra slice of 
canned cranberry sauce.

Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East Texas. 
His columns have been featured 
in Texas Escapes magazine, The 
Shreveport Times, The Longview 
News Journal, and The Kilgore 
News Herald. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.
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When Thanksgiving 
and Christmas collide ...

Our elected represen-
tatives in Washington 
produce bad ideas like 

cows produce methane.
But if Congress really wants 

to do something to make the 
lives of Americans better – and 
remember, I said “if” – I have 
an idea.

Not only would this idea 
garner significant bipartisan 
support, it would score massive 
political points without sowing 
further discord among Amer-
icans and driving the country 
one more level down to obliv-
ion. Might be a nice change of 
pace.

Here it is: Congress should 
immediately petition the court 
for an immediate injunction 
barring all TV commercials 
involving a doorbell.

I stand with some 78 million 
American dog owners, and 
their pooches, in calling for the 
drafting of emergency legisla-
tion. We can call it the Ameri-
can Ding-Dong Act. It works on 
so many levels.

Laugh if you want, cat own-
ers and non-dog-people, but 
you need to understand the 
impact TV doorbells have on 
the quality of American life. I’m 
talking to you too, DoorDash.

With every ring of a televi-
sion doorbell, our Great Dane, 
Bosco, and his stumpy-legged 
Corgi sidekick, Henry, unleash 
a cacophony of barks and yelps 
that come straight from Satan’s 
Spotify. I have also found that 
yelling, “It’s a TV doorbell! It’s 
a TV doorbell!” at the dogs in 
an effort to get them to stop has 
little to no effect.

See, in the mind of a dog 
with no sense of context or ob-
ject permanence, the doorbell 
triggers a little thought bubble, 
which contains a wee man 
wearing a mask and carrying 
a crowbar, standing at our 
front door. Though he doesn’t 
exist, the dogs race to the front 
door making as much noise as 
possible in order to run him off. 
To date, their record is unblem-
ished.

For this reason, Halloween 
is my sworn enemy. Tiny, noisy 
children in costumes, quickly 
and frantically moving about 
and ringing the doorbell. What 
could possibly be worse? Five 
straight hours of skull-crushing 
barking.

I must confess that this past 
Halloween I went dark. I sat in 
my house as if I were waiting 
out an air raid.

To make matters worse, my 
next-door neighbor had con-
structed an elaborate system 
of pulleys and cables on which 
skeletons and various other 
spooks flew around his front 
yard. Very impressive. A crowd 
gathered in front of his house 
to watch the show. I know this 

because I skulked out my front 
door to get rid of some trash 
and saw the crowd. I suddenly 
realized I might be spotted and 
quickly reversed my steps, lest 
I be caught out and forever 
branded as “the guy who hates 
children.”

I’m clearly not the only 
concerned about the doorbell 
issue. I recently visited an 
internet forum – is there an-
other place with more reliable 
information? – which featured 
numerous complaints.

“I hate when I am on the 
phone and both [dogs] start 
barking and running to the 
door!”

I feel you.
“[My dog] not only barks at 

tv doorbells, he stops what he is 
doing and barks at dogs on tv.”

Been there.
“Those commercials with 

doorbells sound so real that 
one night my husband jumped 
up & went to the door.”

I have not been able to 
confirm reports that the lady’s 
husband later chased the mail-
man down the street.

Need I continue?
Let me pause here because 

I know that following the pub-
lishing of this piece, I will get 
an email from some know-it-all 
who will point out that dogs 
can be trained not to bark at 
the doorbell. So, whoever you 
are, I will save you the trouble 
and write the email for you.

Dear Moron:
If you knew anything about 

dogs, you would train your 
dog not to bark at the doorbell. 
That’s what I did. Rather than 
wasting your time writing about 
it, why don’t you spend some 
time training those dogs?

I guess I should respond.
Dear Humorless:
I’m well aware that dogs 

can be trained. In fact, we sent 
our Great Dane to a boarding 
school for two weeks. It didn’t 
take. He once spent five min-
utes barking at a cooked turkey 
so you see what I’m up against. 
Thanks anyway for the advice.

I often prattle on about 
Congress failing America by 
involving itself in trivial mat-
ters. But if “all politics is local,” 
my front door might be a good 
place to start.

Rich Manieri is a Philadel-
phia-born journalist and au-
thor. He is currently a professor 
of journalism at Asbury Univer-
sity in Kentucky. You can reach 
him at manieri2@gmail.com.

A winning idea 
for Americans and 

their dogs
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Carol Leslie, a beloved 
mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother passed 
away peacefully in her home 
on Friday, November 19, 
2021 at the age of 90.

Preceding her in death 
is her husband of 68 years, 
Clarence Leslie; her parents, 
Charlie and Florence War-
ren; and siblings, William 
and Elenoar Warren, Ivan 
Perry, Arthur and Mardell 
Warren, Lester and Eleanor 
Warren, and Bill Biedenfeld.

Carol is survived by her 
children, Kit and Leann 
Leslie, Robin and Ed Myers 
and Rick and Lisa Les-
lie; grandchildren, Jacob 
Leslie, Nathan Leslie and 
Jennifer and Craig Godwin; 
great-granddaughter, Ali 
Godwin; siblings, Lois Perry 
and Nora Biedenfeld; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Carol was born in Sioux 
Township, Iowa on August 
23, 1931 to Charlie and 
Florence Warren. As a young 
woman, Carol was a girl 
scout and was in 4H club for 
8 years including serving as 

county president for Clay 
County. Carol spent a lot of 
time helping on her family 
farm especially during WWII 
when her siblings were 
deployed. She also worked 
many summers picking 
corn on local farms. On 
March 7, 1951, she married 
Clarence Leslie a member 
of the U.S. Armed Services. 
Carol worked in retail until 
she began her family in 1955 
when she had Kit Leslie. 

Carol and Clarence had 2 
more children, Robin and 
Rick, over the next 6 years. 
Carol spent many hours 
sewing, gardening, canning 
and caring for her family. 
One month prior to their 
69th wedding anniversary, 
Clarence passed away after a 
long battle with Parkinson’s 
Disease. Carol remained 
in their Katy, Texas home 
independent until her final 
days.

Carol called Spencer and 
Cherokee, Iowa home, but 
also spent many years in 
Hibbing, Minnesota, Cam-
denton and Springfield, Mis-
souri, and finally Katy, Tex-
as. Carol and her daughter 
Robin operated a successful 
wholesale craft business 
for many years. Carol has 
always enjoyed painting, 
crafting, creating and 
working with her hands. She 
taught many painting class-
es and also taught a class 
on trunk restoration. She 
has been a lifelong Meth-
odist Church member and 
was active in many church 

functions. Carol treasured 
time spent with her family 
including summers with the 
grandchildren at their Lake 
of the Ozarks home, and 
eventually getting to watch 
her great-grandchild before 
and after school in Katy. Her 
90 years of love and legacy 
cannot be appropriately 
summarized in these few 
paragraphs. She will be 
deeply missed by her family 
and all who knew her.

A graveside service will 
be held at 2:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, November 23, 2021 at 
Katy Magnolia Cemetery, in 
Katy, with Chaplain Daniel 
Schramm officiating.

Flowers and condolenc-
es can be sent to Schmidt 
Funeral Home, 1508 East 
Avenue, Katy, TX 77493. 
Condolences may also be 
expressed at www.Schmidt-
FuneralHome.net.

Services held under the 
direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue
Katy, Texas 77493

(281) 391-2424
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS
KATY BIBLE CHURCH

2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273
WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

Servicing all your roofing needs 
Your neighborhood roofer 

713.907.0141                OnPointRoofingTX.com

TRIBUTES

Barbara Gay Foster 
Gilbert was born on October 
14, 1942 in Eagle Lake, 
Texas. She grew up and 
graduated from high school 
in Eagle Lake, and on April 
25, 1964, she married James 
Richard Gilbert. She was a 
devoted wife, mother, and 
grandmother. She enjoyed 
spending time sewing, 
quilting, and working in 
her garden. She loved her 
cats and was a great “cat 
mom.” Barbara was a true 
hero until the very end. She 
cherished her time with her 
family, especially her chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Barbara Gay Foster Gil-
bert passed away on Tues-

day, November 16, 2021.
She is survived by her 

husband, James Richard 
Gilbert; children, Kimber-
ly Denise Gilbert, Karla 
DiAnne Miller, and Jamey 
Christine Maza; grandchil-
dren, Samuel Lynn Risley, 
Anna Katherine Risley, 
Hutchinson Shane Miller, 
Cody Thomas Miller, Adan 
Christopher Maza, and An-
thony Raymond Maza; and a 
sister, Patricia Ann Norman. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, Hattie 
Marie Gold Foster Walker; 
father, Lee Otto Foster; and 
brother, Joe Lee Foster, all of 
Eagle Lake, Texas.

The family received 

friends from 5:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on Friday, Novem-
ber 19, 2021 at the Schmidt 
Funeral Home East Avenue 
Chapel, in Katy, where 
funeral services were held 
at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
November 20, 2021 with 
Chaplain Daniel Schramm 
officiating.

Those wishing to make 
memorial gifts may do so 
to MD Anderson Cancer 
Center or Cuddle Buddies 
Rescue.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue
Katy, Texas 77493

(281) 391-2424

BARBARA GAY FOSTER 
GILBERT

1942-2021

COMMUNITY & FAITH

CAROL LESLIE
1931-2021

Charles Kenneth “Ken” 
Temple Jr. was born on Oc-
tober 4, 1941 in Kentwood, 
LA to Kenneth Charles 
Temple, Sr. and Helen 
Temple.  On June 3, 1961, 
he married the love of his 
life, Maureen Evans Tem-
ple, in Houston, Texas. Ken 
was a devoted Baptist min-
ister that devoted much of 
his life to bringing others to 
Christ.  He loved spending 
time with his friends and 
family, but above all else, 
he loved Jesus. Ken and 
Maureen were lifetime 
members of Katy’s First 
Baptist Church.

Kenneth Temple 
peacefully passed away 
on Sunday, November 21, 
2021, surrounded by love 
and family.  

He was married to 
Maureen for 60 years and 
survived by sons Darren, 
David and Kevin and his 
wife Rebecca Temple and 
sister Kay Simmons; grand-
children, Evan and his wife 
Haley, Cody and his wife 
Brianna, Mason, Ally, Har-
rison, and Weston; as well 
as one great-grandchild, 
Macie Temple.  He was 
preceeded in death by his 

parents and Maureen who 
passed away on August 18, 
2021. 

A celebration of Ken’s 
life will be held at 1:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, December 4, 
2021 at Katy’s First Baptist 
Church, in Katy.

To express condolences, 
please visit www.Schmidt-
FuneralHome.net

Funeral services held 
under the direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue
Katy, Texas  77493

(281) 391-2424

CHARLES KENNETH "KEN" 
TEMPLE, JR.

1941-2021
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Harris County Commission-

er for Precinct 3 Steve Radack 

will not be seeking reelection in 

2020, he 

confirmed 

by phone 

on Friday. 

Radack said 

he would 

be leaving 

the position 

after more 

than 30 

years to try 

to get voters 

more energized and informed 

about issues facing the county.

“I plan on being involved 

in public service. For 46 of the 

last 50 years I’ve been involved 

in public service. Frankly, I’m 

going to be working hard to try to 

inform the voters of how critical a 

situation we have with the [Harris 

County] Commissioners Court.”

School districts such as Katy 

ISD need the commissioners 

court to create infrastructure that 

will lead to their success such as 

roads and solid law enforcement, 

Radack said. He also expressed 

concern regarding County Judge 

Lina Hidalgo and the rest of the 

commissioners court pulling 

about $4.8 million combined 

from Precinct 3 and Harris Coun-

ty Commissioner Jack Cagle’s 

Precinct 4 and giving those funds 

to Precincts 1 and 2 in August of 

this year for mobility projects. 

Radack and Cagle teamed up 

in October to block a quorum 

in the commissioners court and 

force a tax rate decrease, ac-

cording to county records. State 

law requires that at least four 

commissioners be present when 

a tax increase is being discussed. 

Radack and Cagle both missed 

the meeting in order to allow the 

law to push forward a tax rate 

decrease for the county. 

“[The other commissioners] 

tried to raise taxes as high as they 

could without requiring a vote 

by the people,” Radack said. “I 

saw people really concerned by 

the tax increase. We go into the 

year 2020 with Cagle and I doing 

Radack  
leaving 
county 
position

STEVE  
RADACK

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Katy Area Retired Educators hosted Morton Ranch 

High School’s JaZZ’d show choir in their Dec. 11 

monthly meeting. The education retirees group is 

also moving forward with a book drive program and 

collecting money to distribute to Katy ISD seniors 

through its scholarship program.

“When I retired from Katy ISD, I wanted to still stay 

in touch with the students,” said KARE’s community 

service chair Jamie Wolman. “I was a mentor in the 

Keys mentor program for Katy ISD at the elementary 

level. Today, I had the pleasure of seeing one of the 

students I mentored, at the KARE meeting, as she sang 

in the Morton Ranch High School JaZZ’d Choir.”

The choir performed a variety of acapella holiday 

classics in different styles including “Baby it’s Cold 

Outside.” The choir was directed by David VanWyk.

KARE pushes for books and scholarships

COURTESY KARE

The JaZZ’d show choir from Morton Ranch High School provided entertainment at the Dec. 11 Katy Area Retired 

Educators monthly meeting. Retired teachers were excited to see former students singing in the choir and enjoyed a 

medley of Christmas classics.

See KARE, page A5

UPGRADES
Katy ISD appoints 2 principals and approves bus initiatives

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

The Katy ISD Board of Trustees 

passed two measures related to bus-

ing services at its Dec. 16 meeting. 

The board also appointed principals 

to head Fielder Elementary at 2100 

Greenway Village Drive, Katy and 

elementary #43 at 6631 Greenwood 

Orchard Drive, Katy.

 
A matter of principals

“It is an honor to be a principal in 

Katy ISD. It is an even bigger privi-

lege to have the opportunity to open 

a brand-new school. I look forward 

to connecting with the families in 

the elementary #43 community,” 

Euberta Lucas said. 

Lucas was appointed by unan-

imous vote to run elementary #43 

while Marc Kampwerth was ap-

pointed to head Fielder Elementary 

school. 

Lucas is leaving her job as princi-

pal of Creech elementary, a position 

she has held since 2010 according to 

a district press release. She has more 

than 20 years of experience as an 

educator, including a stint at Round 

Rock ISD as a fifth-grade teacher 

and time at Mayde Creek Ele-

mentary school in Katy ISD 

as a technology facilita-

tor and principal. 

“I will do my 

part to work 

hard and diligently as a team with 

parents, staff and students to create 

and nurture a learning atmosphere 

that exudes warmth, compassion 

and a growth mindset,” Lucas said.

Elementary #43 is the district’s 

newest campus. 

Kampwerth has nearly 20 years 

in the education field, according 

to the press release. He began his 

career teaching math, science and 

social studies in Cy-Fair and Lamar 

Consolidated ISDs. He later moved 

into administration and became 

assistant principal at Morton Ranch 

Elementary within Katy ISD. 

Kampwerth attended Southern 

Illinois University and received his 

bachelor’s degree in Elementary 

Education, according to the press 

release. He later went on to pursue a 

Master of Education in Educational 

Leadership from the University of 

Houston, Clear Lake. 

I will miss Morton Ranch Ele-

mentary, as we have built a wonder-

ful learning community,” Kampw-

erth said. “I am excited to start this 

new chapter in my career as a Fielder 

Falcon.” 

Rolling with initiatives

Bus initiatives included an agree-

ment with Safety Vision Mobile Vid-

eo Surveillance Solutions to equip 

every bus in the Katy ISD fleet with 

eight cameras, allowing the district 

to better monitor activities on and 

around buses. The bus has 330 regu-

lar education buses, 241 special edu-

cation buses and will be purchasing 

100 buses. The camera systems and 

new buses will be paid for using 2017 

EUBERTA  
LUCAS

MARC  

KAMPWERTH

See UPGRADES, page A5
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BVS Home Experts, will provide up to $3,759$3,759 in discounts and rebates toward the purchase and 
installation of a new BVS Home Comfort System
Your energy savings could even pay for your new system!

CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* With approved credit. Not combinable with other offers. Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement  
 by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Some restrictions may apply. Not valid on prior installations. Offer expires 06/12/2021

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E
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SPORTS EDITOR

For the second straight week the Houston 
Texans built an early lead but struggled offen-
sively in the second half. 

In their last game against the Dolphins, the 
Texans were able to do enough to come out with 
a victory, but that wouldn’t be the case against 
the New York Jets.

The Texans (2-9) took a 14-11 lead into 
halftime but only mustered 59 yards of offense 
in the second half on the way to a loss to the 3-8 
Jets. 

“It’s frustrating when you lose any of them,” 
said Texans head coach David Culley. “We just 
didn’t play well in the second half. We had that 
same thing happen last week, but we were able 
to hold on. We just have to keep working on it, 
look at the video and keep evaluating every-
thing we do. We have to correct it.”

The Texans made an early mistake but quick-
ly recovered.

Houston drove the field to start the game 
but Tyrod Taylor had a screen pass deflected 
and intercepted, that the Jets brought back to 
the Texans 40-yard-line. The Jets offense took 
advantage of the turnover by getting the ball 
inside the 10-yard-line, but Houston’s defense 
responded by holding New York to a field goal.

It took until the second quarter, but Houston 
got on the board with a 13-yard pass from Taylor 
to Brevin Jordan and made things a double-digit 
lead when Brandin Cooks hauled in a 40-yard 
touchdown from Taylor minutes later. But the 
Jets trimmed things to a three-point deficit go-
ing into the half with a 2-yard Austin Walter run 
and two-point-conversion by Josh Johnson.

“We did a pretty good job in the first half, 
we put drives together and really marched the 
ball down the field,” said Texans running back 

Second-half 
struggles continue 
to doom Texans

See TEXANS, page 9

Boys and Girls  
basketball schedule
Thursday-Saturday 
all teams at Katy ISD 
tournament

FOOTBALL

SCORES & SCHEDULES week of dec. 3
BASKETBALL

BACK IN 
THE GAME

TIGERS BACK IN REGIONAL FINAL AFTER 
HARD-FOUGHT WIN OVER C.E. KING

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy knew that it would be tested by C.E. King in the Class 
6A, Division II Regional Semifinals.

The Tigers had cruised to victories in their first two playoff 
games against Fort Bend Clements and Stratford, but King 
brought a different challenge.

The Panthers came into the game with only two losses on the 
season, to North Shore and Atascocita, but the Tigers handed 
King its third with a 41-24 win at Legacy Stadium Friday, moving 
Katy into the regional final for the second straight season. 

“I was very proud of our kids for hanging in there,” said 
Katy head coach Gary Joseph. “Some bad things happened in 
the game but they responded like they needed to. We talked 
about it before the game, about how there was going to be 
some things that happened that wasn’t in our control. We 
knew we would have to respond, and every time something 
happened they did respond. I couldn’t be prouder of their 
character and the way they did that.”

Katy came out with the first punch, as they methodically 
drove the ball down the field to get into the redzone. But the 
Tigers pulled off some trickery from there, as Seth Davis took 
a toss play and ended up throwing for an 8-yard touchdown to 
JR Ceyanes to open the scoring.

Katy added another touchdown through the air late in the 
first quarter as Caleb Koger found Nic Anderson on a dig route 
on a third and long and the senior wide receiver took it 47 
yards for a score.

Regional semifinal scores
•  Katy 41, C.E. King 24
•  Paetow 65, Cedar Park 14
•  Summer Creek 62,  
   Cinco Ranch 41

Friday
Class 5A-Division I
•  Paetow vs. Fort Bend 
   Hightower, 7 p.m. at Rice 
   Stadium

Saturday
Class 6A-Division II
•  Katy vs. Summer Creek,  
   1 p.m. at Rice Stadium

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Cinco Ranch was fueled by what they 
felt were doubters this year.

The Cougars, who had one game 
over the previous two seasons, kept 
pushing all season and found a way to 
a winning record, a playoff berth, and a 
regional semifinal appearance.

“We’ve been doubted since the be-
ginning,” said junior quarterback Gavin 
Rutherford. “There’s no one that gave 
us anything besides ourselves. We knew 
how good we could be and what we 
could become and that motivated us all 
season. We had to work for everything 
we got and I’m so glad we got to this 
point.”

Cinco Ranch carried that motivation 
into its Class 6A-Division II, Regional 
semifinal game against Summer Creek, 
but the Cougars' tremendous season fi-
nally came to an end as they fell 62-41 to 
Summer Creek on Saturday at TDECU 
Stadium.

The Cougars fought, but ultimately 

came up short against a stacked defen-
sive line and strong run game for the 
Bulldogs. 

“At the start of the season, there 
weren’t a whole lot of people outside 
of our walls that expected a whole lot 
out of these guys,” said Cinco Ranch 
head coach Chris Dudley. “Most people 
didn’t have us pegged for a winning re-
cord or the playoffs, but that was a chip 
these kids carried, and that they really 
carried since the start of last offseason. 
The strides that they made in this one 
year to turn this thing around and rekin-
dle the fire of this program, it was just 

really special.”
Cinco got the ball rolling early, as 

Seth Salverino took the opening kickoff 
95 yards for a touchdown, but Summer 
Creek answered back in a hurry. 

Torrie Curry ran in a 13-yard touch-
down and then a 40-yarder to give the 
Bulldogs the lead going into the second 
quarter.

Summer Creek took over in the 
second quarter, Jahrik Jones threw a 
28-yard touchdown to Andrew Alexan-
der and Lloyd Avant ran in a 39-yard 

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Cinco Ranch's Braden Williams #39 gets the sack on Memorial quarterback Chase Goodwin #15 during the second 
half of their UIL area playoff game against Memorial at Tully Stadium in Houston.

Cinco Ranch 
playoff run 
ends against 
Summer Creek

See CINCO RANCH, page 10

See TIGERS, page 7

Katy's #4 Nic Anderson makes the 
reception scoring a TD during the first 
half of the UIL regional semifinal playoff 
game between Katy Tigers and King 
Panthers at Legacy Stadium in Katy.
MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES
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NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

THIS SPACE JUST 
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141

debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE

WINDOW SCREENS

New Screens and Re-Screens

www.katywindowscreens.com
281-392-5353

Katy Window Screens
by Quality Pro LLC

COPIERS

HOME AND GARDEN

Established 1980, Incorporated 1994
https://JBCopiers.now.site

Sales Leasing Service Copiers & Shredders Etc… since 1980.
C: (281) 235-7008 - Jim Bobo (call / text) EM: cystine1@yahoo.com

• Color and B & W copiers
   by Kyocera
• Color Copiers by Canon
• One year service warranty
   with toner enough for
   20,000 copies.
• OEM Toner! / Authorized Svc.
   Trained / Guaranteed Service.

Why should YOUR
company exhibit?

• Generate Immediate Sales
• Increase Brand Awareness
• Meet Qualified Buyers Face to Face
• Shows are THE Most Cost Effective
  Form of Advertising

Exhibit Space Available!

Learn more at
katyhomeandgardenshow.com

“They had some big kids up front, so we 
knew we would have to be able to throw the 
football so they couldn’t just tee off on us,” 
Joseph said. “We knew that coming in, and it 
was important for us to be able to move the 
football. Whether that was throwing or running 
we knew we needed to be able to move it and 
also limit their possessions and we did a good 
job of that in the first half.”

Katy dominated the first half and added 
another score on a 30-yard field goal by Axel 
Robertson with just over two minutes remain-
ing in the second quarter.

C.E. King tried to operate out of the wildcat 
for the majority of the first half, but switched 
their strategy up late and drove the ball to the 
Katy redzone where Christopher Bonilla got 
the Panthers their first points on a 31-yard field 
goal late in the half. 

“The key to stopping their run game was 
just everyone doing their jobs and to make our 
fits,” said senior linebacker Carson Marshall. 
“Everyone has a job and as long as we did 
what we were supposed to, we knew we would 
be good. They were a really good team with a 
good offense and being able to hold them to 
24 points was good, but we know we can do 
better. We’re going to come out next week and 
continue to improve.”

King battled back in the second half. 
On the Panthers' first play from scrimmage 

in the third quarter, Nehemiah Broussard threw 
a flare route to D.K. Hammond who made a 
defender miss and took the pass 75 yards for a 
touchdown, making it a ten-point game. 

Seth Davis ran in a 62-yard touchdown as 
Katy responded, but Hammond trimmed the 
lead again on a 25-yard run. 

It continued to be back and forth. Katy got a 
touchdown in the fourth quarter off a 29-yard 
pass from Koger to Luke Carter and Hammond 
again trimmed the lead to 10 late with a 3-yard 
run, but Anderson sealed it when he took a re-
verse 40 yards for a touchdown with just three 
minutes remaining.

“I still feel like we haven’t had our best 
game yet,” Anderson said. “But I feel like things 
are getting there and starting to fall into place, 
when we do get there it’s going to be a good 
game so I can’t wait for that moment.”

from page 6
TIGERS

Katy 41, C.E. King 24
C.E. King	 0	 3	 14	 7  	  --	  24 
Katy	 14	 3	 10 	 14	  --	  41 

First quarter
Katy: Seth Davis 8 pass to JR Ceyanes 

(Axel Robertson kick) 7:42
Katy: Caleb Koger 47 pass to Nic Ander-

son (Robertson kick) 2:59
Second quarter

Katy: Robertson 30 field goal, 2:33
King: Christopher Bonilla 31 field goal, 

0:16
Third quarter

King: Nehemiah Broussard 75 pass to 
D.K. Hammond (Bonilla kick) 11:45

Katy: Davis 62 run (Robertson kick) 10:50
King: Hammond 25 run (Bonilla kick) 

9:15
Katy: Robertson 38 field goal, 3:33

Fourth quarter
Katy: Koger 29 pass to Luke Carter (Rob-

ertson kick) 8:37
King: Hammond 3 run (Bonilla kick) 3:49
Katy: Nic Anderson 40 run (Robertson 

kick) 0:50
 

Team stats
 	 C.E. King	  Katy
 First downs	 17	  21
 Yards rushing	 25-125	  40-253
 Yards passing	 232	  179
 Passes	 18-25-1-0	  14-23-3-0
 Punts	 3-34	  1-34
 Fumbles-lost	 0-0	  0-0
 Penalty-yards	 3-35	  1-15

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing – Katy: Seth Davis, 28-163-1; Nic 
Anderson, 1-40-1; Dallas Glass, 6-38; Isaiah 
Smith, 4-11; Caleb Koger, 1-1; King: D.K. 
Hammond, 14-77-2; Jerrell Wimbley, 9-43; 
Nehemiah Broussard, 2-5

Passing – Katy: Caleb Koger, 13-22-171-
2-0; Seth Davis, 1-1-8-1-0; King: Nehemiah 
Broussard, 18-25-232-1-0

Receiving – Katy: Nic Anderson, 8-98-1; 
Luke Carter, 2-46-1; JR Ceyanes, 3-35-1; 
King: D.K. Hammond, 2-86-1; Elias Dejean, 
6-84; Malachi Boles, 7-48; Britt McKinney, 
2-11; Jerrell Wimbley, 1-3

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Friday
Class 5A-Division I

Paetow (12-1) vs. Fort Bend 
Hightower (11-2), 7 p.m., Rice 

Stadium
• The Class 5A-Division I Region 

III final will be a District 10-5A, 
Division I rematch for Paetow, as they 
take on Hightower for the second 
time this season.

The Panthers are coming off a 
huge victory over Cedar Park in the 
regional semifinal round. Jacob 
Brown led the way for Paetow for 
the second straight game. The senior 
running back had 241 yards and four 
touchdowns on 14 carries, averaging 
over 17 yards a touch and Paetow 
rushed for a total of 312 yards. CJ 
Dumas and Kole Wilson proved once 
again why they are so dangerous; Du-
mas was 12-15 passing for 152 yards 
and two touchdowns while Wilson 
hauled in both of those touchdown 
passes and finished the game with 
four receptions for 76 yards. Paetow’s 
defense held Cedar Park to just 31 

yards rushing, but did allow 286 yards 
through the air. 

Paetow blew out Hightower last 
time the two teams met, but the Hur-
ricanes have been on a run ever since. 
Hightower comes off its biggest win of 
the season over Manvel and the team 
did damage in both the run and pass 
game. Jeremy Payne rushed for 252 
yards and a touchdown while Kendron 
Penson Jr. had one of his best games of 
his career through the air, throwing for 
three touchdowns to zero interceptions 
and throwing for 203 yards. 

Paetow will have to be strong 
against the Hightower pass game and 
continue their dominance on the 
ground with an efficient pass game to 
get to the state semifinal.

Saturday
Class 6A-Division II
Katy (13-0) vs. Summer Creek 

(10-3), 1 p.m., Rice Stadium
• Katy handled a strong C.E. King 

team last week and now gets a game 
against what seems to be a beatable 
Summer Creek team.

Both Katy and Summer Creek were 
dominant in their regional semifinal 

wins, and both did most of their work 
on the ground. Katy continued to 
dominate but did show weakness in 
the secondary during the second half 
against King. In the second half, Katy 
allowed 190 yards through the air in 
the second half and a touchdown 
through the air and the pass game also 
opened up King’s run game, as they 
ran for two touchdowns in the second 
half. Katy had success in the pass 
game, but also got away with a couple 
of dropped interceptions, including 
one that could have been returned for 
a touchdown if caught. 

But Summer Creek should be 
an opponent that Katy can handle 
as they did in their first few rounds 
of the playoffs. Summer Creek has 
suffered three losses so far this year, 
all in district play. North Shore and 
Atascocita were both very tough 
opponents and losses, but Summer 
Creek also lost to Katy’s last oppo-
nent, C.E. King, 35-10 earlier this 
year. Summer Creek allowed 343 
yards on the ground to King in that 
game, which bodes very well for Katy. 
The Tigers have also been deadlier 
than ever in the pass game so far in 
these playoffs with their full plethora 
of receivers back healthy.

KATY ISD REGIONAL FINAL PREVIEW
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LAKE MANAGEMENT CO. 
IN KATY SEEKING LAKE 

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIAN. 
OUTSIDE WORK, HANDS-ON 
TRAINING, NO EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED. BENEFITS
AVAILABLE. GOOD STARTING 

PAY. APPLY IN PERSON
MON-FRI. 9AM TO 3PM

@ 4110 KATY HOCKLEY CUT
OFF RD., KATY, TX 77493,

TEL (281) 391-3688 
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PART-TIME MEDICAL ASSISTANT
For walk-in family practice. Front desk and

clinical tasks including drawing blood. Flexible 
hours for pleasant, calm and reliable person

with good computer skills.
Email - familyclinic4057@sbcglobal.net

NOTICE
The Zoning Board Of Adjustment Of The City of Katy, 
Texas, Will Conduct A Public Hearing On Monday, 
December 20, 2021, At 1:00 P.M. In Council Chambers 
At Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas, On Docket 
No. 2021-04, The Application Of Micah McMeans, Present 
Owner, Under Section 22.5-3 Of The Zoning Ordinance.  
Address Of The Lot To Be Affected: 1626 Avenue B, In The 
“C-1” Commercial District.  Property Description: North 
85 Feet Of East 125 Feet Of West 315 Feet, Lot 6, Tract 11F, 
Katy Outlots, Harris County, Texas.

It Is An Appeal Of An Order And A Determination Made 
By An Administrative Official In The Enforcement Of The 
Zoning Ordinance And A Request For A Variance To The 
Platted Side Yard Building Setback Of Seven And A Half 
(7.5’) Feet For The Placement Of A Pool And Covered 
Patio.  

 David Minze, Chairman
 Zoning Board of Adjustment

November 25
Puzzle Answers

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

TexSCAN Week of 
Nov. 28-Dec. 4, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Texas Multi-Property Auction – A Cyber Monday 
Online-Only Event: Commercial Land, Country & 
Luxury Homes, Apartment Complex. Bid now thru 
Nov. 29. United Country Real Estate, 903-686-0636 or 
409-656-9638. TXMultiPropertyAuction.com.

EVENTS
Merry on Main – Dec. 3-4. This two-day annual 
Christmas event is conveniently located at historic 
downtown Main St. in Pleasanton, Texas - just 30 
minutes south of San Antonio. Merry on Main provides 
activities for the entire family – local craft and retail 
vendors, food vendors and food trucks, live music, 
carolers, children events and more! Each night will 
provide a different activity for the family to enjoy. 
www.merryonmain.org.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

1. REACH: Weekly & hyper-local single source advertising 
vehicle reaches more of your potential customers within your 
“Circle-of-Influence”.

2. QUALITY: Your very best prospects are newspaper 
readers. They have higher levels of education, higher 
household incomes and higher value of their primary 
residence.

3. TARGETED: Focused hyper-local editorial content 
ensures loyal readership.

4. IMMEDIATE: One of the fastest forms of advertising. 
Short deadlines allow advertising messages to be created and 
delivered in a matter of days.

5. FLEXIBILTY: Advertising that fits the size of the 
business and the size of the event, with short deadlines.

6. CREDIBILTY & TRUST: Consumers trust 
newspapers and frequently seen ads create a level of implied 
trust. You purchase the trust the Newspaper has spent many 
years building.

7. SELECTIVE NOT INTRUSIVE: Today’s 
shoppers are far less likely to accept advertising that is 
spooned out to them. Newspapers are the medium used most 
for shopping during an average week. (59% of Shoppers)

8. ENVIRONMENT: Readers trust the newspaper to 
regularly deliver relevant news and information. People still 
love to read their names of names of people they know, or 
see their pictures in the local newspaper.

9. RELIED UPON: Newspaper advertising is a valuable 
commodity to consumers. Newspapers outdistanced other 
media in terms of: shopping plans, comparing prices.

10. RESULTS: Consistent newspaper campaigns have 
been very effective in building Brand recognition, delivering 
Merchandising messages and motivating customers with 
attractive “Call-to-Action” limited opportunities.

REALLY
GOOD REASONS TO INVEST INGOOD REASONS TO INVEST IN
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

www.katytimes.com • 281-391-3141
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Private Furnished Offices, Virtual Business Suites,  Co-Working Suites, Day
Offices, Conference Room rentals & more!  APEX Executive Suites allows
you to choose the office solution that you works best for the work you do.  

25807 Westheimer Pkwy
Third Floor

Katy, TX   77494

Stop in on FREE Pass Friday!
281.505.1106Call us

         Today

Let APEX Executive Suites be your "suite" business escape.
#APEXExecutiveSuites

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Paetow may have never 
been to a regional semifi-
nal, but that didn’t matter 
to the Panthers.

Paetow rolled to a 65-14 
win over Cedar Park to 
clinch its spot in its first ever 
regional final.

Jacob Brown got the 
team rolling early with a 
72-yard touchdown and 
CJ Dumas made it a two-
score lead with a 22-yard 
touchdown strike to Kole 

Wilson.
Cedar Park got a touch-

down late in the first quar-
ter, but Brown answered 
right back with a 25-yard 
touchdown of his own early 
in the second quarter. Du-
mas threw another touch-
down late in the second 
quarter from 35-yards out to 
Wilson and Paetow took a 
30-7 lead into halftime after 
a field goal. 

Brown ran for two 
more touchdowns in the 
third quarter to cap off 
his terrific day. Daymion 

Sanford took an intercep-
tion back for a touchdown, 
and Gene Kendall ran in 
a touchdown in the third 
quarter. Paetow finished 
the day off with a 75-yard 
punt return in the fourth 
quarter.

The 65 points given up 
was the third most ever by 
Cedar Park and the most in 
a playoff game.

Paetow will take on 
Manvel in the Class 5A-Di-
vision I, Region III Final 
at 7 p.m. on Friday at Rice 
Stadium.

Paetow dominates Cedar 
Park to reach regional final

Paetow Panthers senior 
running back Jacob Brown 
(25) carries the ball during 
a high school football 
playoff game between 
Cedar Park and Paetow 
on November 26, 2021 in 
Waller, Texas.
SCOTT W. COLEMAN

from page 6
TEXANS

Rex Burkhead. In the second half we just 
struggled to do that. We weren’t convert-
ing on third down. We did a good job on 
first and second, getting us into those 
opportunities, but we just didn’t do well.”

The Jets came out strong in the second 
half and took their opening drive 75 
yards on 11 plays, capped off by a 4-yard 
touchdown run by Zach Wilson and after 
forcing the Texans to punt went right 
down the field again, but Matt Ammen-
dola missed a field goal with a chance to 
put the Jets up 7. 

The Texans responded with yet anoth-
er three and out, but the Texans' defense 
held the Jets to a 37-yard field goal giving 
Houston one last chance to respond. But 
the Texans failed to gain a first down, 
practically ending things. Houston got 
the ball back with 20 seconds left but 
couldn’t do anything with it.

“On that second to last drive, we 
thought we had an opportunity, but the 
defense gave us a tough look,” Taylor said. 

“We wanted to get the first first down and 
then go into two-minute mode or hurry 
up mode. We just didn’t execute and the 
way we needed to, and it didn’t work out 
for us. We just didn’t execute, if you look 
at the first half, when the game was in our 
favor, we were executing and doing what 
we needed to with our plays. We just 
didn’t do that in the second half.”

The Texans finished the game with 
254 yards of total offense and once again 
failed to top 100 yards rushing. Even as 
Culley bills the Texans as a running team.

“It’s inconsistency, we had some pen-
alties and some sacks. There were some 
missed assignments,” Culley said. “It’s 
gotten minimal, but the good thing is we 
haven’t been turning it over. We just have 
to get more consistent with doing the 
things consistently we need to do in order 
to stay on the field. We’re not doing that.”

The Texans will take on The Indianap-
olis Colts at noon next Sunday at NRG 
Stadium.

If you are unable to join us in person on Saturday, February 5, 2022, we
would ask that you please consider making a financial donation to reduce 
our shortfall.   You can scan the QR code and it will take you to our secure 
donation site, or mail your checks to:  Katy Cares, 6725 South Fry Rd., Suite 
700-507, Katy, TX  77494.  Contributions and sponsorships are tax deductible 
and will be sincerely appreciated.

For more information, please contact:
Dr. Dawid J. Pieterse, Th.D., President: Katy Cares, Inc.

president@katycares.org  |  www.katycares.org  |  www.facebook.com/Katycareshome  |  832-517-1636
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Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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CINCO RANCH

touchdown run. 
Gavin Rutherford finally 

got an offensive touchdown 
for Cinco right as time expired 
in the half, on a ten-yard pass 
to Noah Abboud, but Summer 
Creek held a 27-14 lead heading 
into halftime.

“I just love this team,” said 
junior running back Sam 
McKnight. “I love that we came 
together and that we had chem-
istry and we just all loved each 
other. That’s what got us this far 
in the season. It was the love that 
was there and how we trusted 
every brother next to us.”

Summer Creek increased 
its lead early in the third. Lloyd 
Avant took a handoff 55-yards 
for a score and on Summer 
Creek's next drive, Curry ran in 
a 2-yard touchdown. Ruth-

erford stopped the bleeding 
though as he took a run up the 
middle 33 yards for a score. 
But Summer Creek responded 
with a 35-yard touchdown from 
Curry. 

Rutherford threw a 3-yard 
touchdown pass to Salverino 
early in the fourth and then ran 
in another touchdown after 
Cinco Ranch recovered an 
onside kick, but it was too little 
too late. Summer Creek sealed 
it on a 72-yard touchdown run 
from Cory Nichols and a 3-yard 
touchdown run from Curry.

Rutherford ended the game 
with 237 yards passing, 19 yards 
rushing and four total touch-
downs.

“He really took the next step 
this year,” Dudley said. “You 
could see that by the way he led 

the offense, you could see it by 
the throws he makes. He can 
make any type of throw with 
really good accuracy and his 
game grew with running the 
ball as well. We’re really pleased 
with how he developed as a 
leader as well.”

The Cougars graduate a 
senior class that helped rebuild 
the program but will bring back 
a talented group of players next 
season.

“This year was amazing, 
and we’re going to do it again,” 
McKnight said. “We’re going to 
put in the work in the offseason, 
come back next year and go 
even further.”

Katy will take on Summer 
Creek in the Class 6A-Division 
II, Region III Final 1 p.m. Satur-
day at Rice Stadium.

Summer Creek 62, Cinco Ranch 41
Cinco Ranch	 7	 7	 7	 20 	  --	 41
Summer Creek	 14	 13	 21 	 14	  --	 62

First quarter
Cinco: Seth Salverino 95 kick return 

(Santiago Taborda kick) 11:46
Summer: Torrie Curry 13 run (Alfonso 

Gonzalez kick) 8:07
Summer: Curry 40 run (Gonzalez kick) 6:27

Second quarter
Summer: Jahrik Jones 28 pass to Andrew 

Alexander, 9:22
Summer: Lloyd Avant 39 run (Gonzalez 

kick) 1:03
Cinco: Gavin Rutherford 10 pass to Noah 

Abboud (Taborda kick) 0:00
Third quarter

Summer: Lloyd Avant 55 run (Gonzalez 
kick) 10:41

Summer: Curry 2 run (Gonzalez kick) 8:46
Cinco: Rutherford 33 run (Taborda kick) 4:50
Summer: Curry 35 run (Gonzalez kick) 3:13

Fourth quarter
Cinco: Rutherford 3 pass to Salverino 

(Taborda kick) 10:39
Cinco: Rutherford 1 run (Taborda kick) 8:39
Summer: Cory Nichols 72 run (Gonzalez 

kick) 7:09
Summer: Curry 3 run (Gonzalez kick) 0:58
Cinco: Jack McCall 26 pass to Salverino 

(pass failed) 0:00
 

Team stats
	 C. Ranch 	 S. Creek
First downs	 17	 20
Yards rushing	 26-68	 41-433
Yards passing	 284	 103
Passes	 31-45-3-1	 8-10-1-0
Punts	 4-34	 1-26
Fumbles-lost	 2-1	 1-1
Penalty-yards	 1-5	 9-60

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing – Summer Creek: Lloyd Avant, 
12-173-2; Torrie Curry, 17-108-5; Cory Nich-
ols, 7-89-1; Jahrik Jones, 4-33; Paul Singleton, 
1-30; Cinco Ranch: Eric Eckstrom, 9-41; 
Gavin Rutherford, 14-19-2; Jack McCall, 1-8; 
Sam McKnight, 1-5; Seth Salverino, 1-(-5)

Passing – Summer Creek: Jahrik Jones, 
7-8-97-1-0; Cory Nichols, 1-2-6-0-0; Cinco 
Ranch: Gavin Rutherford, 28-40-237-2-1; Jack 
McCall, 3-4-47-1-0; Fischer Reed, 0-1-0-0-0

Receiving – Summer Creek: Andrew Alex-
ander, 1-28-1; Jaidyn Lacy, 1-30; Torrie Curry, 
2-17; Roriyon Richardson, 3-16; Cory Nichols, 
1-12;; Cinco Ranch: Fischer Reed, 10-127; 
Seth Salverino, 6-55-2; Eric Eckstrom, 6-47; 
Noah Abboud, 5-35; Aadi Patel, 1-12; Sam 
McKnight, 2-8; Grayson Williams, 1-0; 
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