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Katy Area EDC hires new president
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

The Katy Area Economic Devel-
opment has hired Chuck Martinez as 
its new president and chief executive 
officer. Martinez begins his new job 
Feb. 14.

Martinez comes to Katy area after 
serving as executive vice president of 

business development at the Brazos 
Valley Economic Development Corpo-
ration. He was with that organization 
for 15 years.

Over his time with Brazos Valley 
EDC, he worked to improve the area’s 
economy through attracting and 
supporting businesses to the area. 
These businesses included startups, 
commercial real estate investors, and 

domestic/international companies 
considering Brazos County.

Martinez said it was a blessing and 
thrill to join the Katy Area EDC.

“I look forward to hitting the 
ground running side by side with the 
EDC board, amazing staff team, and 
community stakeholders,” Martinez 
said. “The organization’s commitment 
and focus to build regional coalitions 

and provide unequivocal support to 
companies shaping the growth of the 
Katy area is clear to me.”

Martinez said this is a good time 
to win business projects for the Katy 
area, as it already hosts large com-
panies and has what he described as 
“world-class infrastructure.”

Katy Police 
arrest Houston 
man for illegal
gun possession
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy Police arrested a 28-year-old Houston 
man and charged him with 
unlawful possession of a 
firearm by a felon.

At about 9:15 a.m. Feb. 
1, Katy Police officers 
received a Flock license 
plate reader notification in 
their patrol cars indicating 
a wanted vehicle from a 
previous theft case had 
recently entered the 25100 
block of Market Place 
Drive.

Police located the vehicle and initiated a 
traffic stop. As the officers made their initial 

2 teens arrested 
for aggravated 
robbery in Katy
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Fort Bend County Sher-
iff’s deputies arrested two 
teenagers for aggravated 
robbery at a Katy apart-
ment complex in the 6800 
block of Gaston Road.

Arrested were Prince 
Ivery, 17, and Pharoah 
Bloodsaw, 17.

On Jan. 28, deputies re-
sponded to a call in which 
the victim reported two 
suspects known to him 
had entered his vehicle, 
threatened him with a 
rifle and stole the victim’s 
vehicle before fleeing.

Deputies said both 
Ivery and Bloodsaw 
were located at a nearby 
shopping center. Deputies 
recovered the victim’s 

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Officials said groundbreaking for the 
hotel in the Katy Boardwalk Project is 
expected this summer, with the hotel ex-
pected open for fall convention season 
in 2024.

Katy City Administrator Byron Hebert 
and Kingham Dalton Wilson President/

CEO Keith Dalton shared the latest news 
about the project at a Feb. 8 meeting of 
the West I-10 Chamber of Commerce, 
held at Los Cucos Mexican Restaurant, 
5831 Highway Blvd.

The Katy Boardwalk Project’s hotel, 
expected to be a Hilton Curio, has yet 
to be named. But with the ongoing 
commercial growth of the Katy area, the 
city expects the Boardwalk—and the 

hotel and convention center in particu-
lar—to become a significant economic 
resource.

Visualizing the commercial possibil-
ities for the Boardwalk site along King-
sland Avenue, directly across from the 
Katy Mills Mall, has been in the works 
for over a decade, Hebert said. But the 

Groundbreaking for Katy Boardwalk 
Project hotel expected this summer

CHUCK 
MARTINEZ See EDC, page A3

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Keith Dalton, President and CEO of Kingham Dalton Wilson, shares information about the Katy Boardwalk Project at the Feb. 8 West I-10 Chamber of Commerce meeting at Los 
Cucos. City Administrator Byron Hebert stands at left.

Fort Bend County to buy body 
cameras for law enforcement
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Fort Bend County officials have pur-
chased new body camera equipment to 
be used by all law enforcement agencies 
in the county.

The county is 
purchasing the 
equipment from 
Axon Enterprise 
in a 10-year deal 
worth more than 
$22 million. 
Officials said the 
technology would 
be updated every 
30 months and 
refreshed every five 
years.

In addition to 
the body cameras, the deal also includes 
improved tasers and fleet cameras for 
police vehicles. Approximately half of 
the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s office will 
have the equipment within the next six 

to eight weeks.
Each agency—sheriff, constables, 

district attorney, and municipal police 
departments in the county, and so 
forth—will have their own separate 
account. Officials said the videos will be 
encrypted and easy to share with other 
offices as needed. The data is cloud-
based which will help with data storage.

“In some situations, what you 
have in law enforcement is not 
all-the-time cordial. People have 
different versions of the incident. 
With body cameras, we can see 
what actually happened.” 

—Eric Fagan, Fort Bend County sheriff

KP GEORGE
Fort Bend County 

Judge

See CAMERAS, page A3
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CORDELL 
MCCARTER

See ARREST, page A3

KATY POLICE

Katy Police say Cordell McCarter threw this 9mm pistol out of the 
car he was driving.

PHAROAH 
BLOODSAW

PRICE 
IVERY

See ROBBERY, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. One point east of due
      south
  4. City in Maine
10. Inquire too closely
11. Make dirty
12. Small Greek island
14. Bitterly regret
15. Millisecond
16. __ the ante
18. Without value
22. Eurasian ryegrass
23. Authentic
24. Having a mournful
      quality
26. Not out
27. Salvador __, Spanish
      artist
28. Cargo (abbr.)
30. This (Spanish)
31. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
34. Slang for trucks with
      trailers
36. Helps you hear
37. Steer a boat
39. British School
40. Genus of olive
41. Computer term (abbr.)
42. Horse gear
48. Give off
50. A type of salt

51. Exposing human vice or
      folly to ridicule
52. One who watches birds
53. Sailboat
54. A major division of
      geological time
55. Sodium
56. American state
58. Soak in water
59. Thin decorative covering
      of fine wood
60. Affirmative

CLUES DOWN
  1. One of the four seasons
  2. Its sultan is famous
  3. A lens for correcting
      defective vision in one eye
  4. College degree
  5. Soldiers need it
  6. Japanese car
      manufacturer
  7. A way to address
  8. Obstruct
  9. Atomic number 45
12. Ill-mannered
13. Opaque gem
17. Indicates before
19. Remove
20. Populous Argentine city
21. More cunning

25. Rich dessert
29. Payment (abbr.)
31. Footwear
32. Famed Alabama city
33. Sheep’s cry
35. Arrogance
38. Clergical vestment
41. Serving no practical
      purpose

43. An evening party
44. Print errors
45. Not good
46. Egyptian Sun god
47. Industrial German city
49. Scottish island
56. Early multimedia
57. Atomic number 18

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

IT’S
COMING!

For more information, contact Susan Rovegno at publisher@katytimes.com or 281-391-3141

• Nominations open
February 28th

and close March 20th
• Voting opens April 4th

and closes May 1st
• Results – the top three businesses
in each category – will be published
in a special keepsake edition of the

Katy Times on June 23rd
(available in print and online) 

All nominations and voting are
conducted online at katytimes.com 

WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS!

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
League of Women Voters 

produces online voter’s guide
The League of Women Voters has 

produced an online guide intended to 
help educate voters about the upcom-
ing March 1 primary election.

The website, vote411.org, helps 
voters register to vote, verify voter 
registration, and find what’s on their 
local ballot.

The league is a nonpartisan or-
ganization that was created after the 
19th Amendment, which gave women 
the right to vote, was ratified in 1920.

Here are upcoming election dates 
for the March 1 primary.

• Feb. 14: First day to vote early in 
person

• Feb. 18: Last day to apply for 
vote-by-mail ballot

• Feb. 25: Last day to vote early in 
person

• March 1: Election Day and vote-
by-mail ballot receipt deadline.

Kingsland Park Apartments 
open in Katy

Kingsland Park Apartments, an 
affordable living development for 
senior citizens, has opened in Katy.

The complex, at 23430 Kingsland 
Blvd., is the first of 16 proposed 

affordable housing projects in Harris 
County. Total funding for the project 
is about $31 million, with approx-
imately $19.5 million in federal 
CDBG-disaster recovery funding 
awarded through the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 
The balance was paid through private 
investments.

“This has been an exciting op-
portunity to work with HUD and the 

Texas General Land Office,” Adrienne 
Holloway, Harris County Community 
Services executive director, said. “The 
relationships we fostered with local 
developers and partner organizations 
have yielded high-quality housing for 
senior county residents in the Katy 
area.”

Holloway said this is the first of 
many housing projects coming to 
Harris County in 2022.

“We couldn’t be more honored 
and excited to help our partners 
and stakeholders lead the charge in 
creating tangible progress to address 
the housing needs of our community, 
through strategic planning and execu-
tion of projects like Kingsland Park,” 
Holloway said.

Pct. 4 Commissioner R. Jack Cagle 
said the devastation caused by Hur-
ricane Harvey on Harris County was 
unprecedented, and lower-income 
seniors were among the hardest hit.

“Harvey affected more than 3,000 
rental units around the county and 
sent many of our oldest, most vulner-
able neighbors fleeing their homes, 
never to return,” Cagle said. “Now, 
thanks to these federal block grants, 
Harris County can step in and help 
them return home and finally put the 
nightmare that was hurricane Harvey 
behind them.”

The Rotary 
Club of Katy 
presented a 
check to support 
the Seven Lakes 
High School FFA 
chapter. Pictured 
are, from left, 
Kellie Sissom, 
Jamie Corona, 
Jennifer Royo, 
Joe Bochat, Ralph 
Brock and Alton 
Frailey.

The Rotary Club 
of Katy presented 
a check to 
support the Lone 
Star Symphonic 
Band. Pictured 
are, from left, 
Kellie Sissom, 
Ray Veselka, 
David Frishman, 
Terry Crummel, 
Carol Levin, Stu 
Levin, Stephen 
Johnson and Ken 
Burton.

The Rotary 
Club of Katy 
presented a 

check to support 
Katy Responds. 

Pictured are, 
from left, Kellie 

Sissom, Heather 
Schuren, Kristin 

Searcy, Christina 
Kurt, Ron Peters 

and Chris Garcia.
GEORGE SLAUGHTER 

PHOTOS

The Rotary 
Club of Katy 
presented a 

check to support 
the Christ Clinic. 

Pictured are, 
from left, Kellie 

Sissom, Nick 
Schrader, Lara 

Hamilton, Maria 
Alcantar, Michael 

Peterson and 
Rocky Blair.

COURTESY KELLIE SISSOM

The Rotary Club of Katy awarded Officer Isaac 
Hinojosa with the Exemplary Police Service Award. 
He poses with Police Chief Noe Diaz in this photo. 

Wisper Katelyn John-
ston, age 48, was born on 
June 27, 1973, in Augs-
burg, Germany and died 
recently in Alvin, Texas. 
Wisper is survived by her 
father, LeRoy; mother and 
stepfather Catherine and 
Jack; son, Parker; sisters 
Jennifer and Laura and 
their families; brothers 
LeRoy (Fred) and Michael 
and their families; as 
well as numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and loved 
ones. 

As the saucy sec-
ond-born, Wisper was 
a free spirit and always 
kept fiery red hair to display her eccentric personality; she 
enjoyed cooking, jewelry-making, leather working, Amtgard, 
and many other creative activities. 

A memorial service was held at 10 a.m. on February 9, 
2022, at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints - 
15940 Old Conroe Rd, Conroe, Texas 77384. Condolences 
may be offered via email to wisper.memorial@gmail.com. 
In lieu of flowers, please donate to the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI).

WISPER KATELYN JOHNSTON
1973-2022

TRIBUTE



approach, the driver threw 
an object out of the open 
passenger window, which 
was later found to be a 
loaded 9mm semi-automat-
ic pistol.

Upon identifying the 
driver as Cordell McCarter 
and detaining him, police 
learned that he was a con-
victed felon. McCarter was 
placed in custody without 
incident and charged with 
unlawful possession of a 
firearm by a felon.

During the inventory of 
the vehicle, a second loaded 
9mm pistol was recovered, 
along with narcotics.

McCarter was taken 
to the Harris County Jail, 
where he posted a $5,000 
bond, according to court 
records.
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Are you considering a move to 
safety with your retirement funds?

What is a retirement annuity and should you have one?

Simply defined, an annuity is an insurance product that offers guaranteed income, payable 
even a lifetime, and your spouse can be included.

Annuities can be confusing sometimes simply because there are so many  versions of them 
available. If you’re looking into annuities as part of your retirement portfolio, you will 
need to know precisely how they work and how to choose the best type of annuity for your 
particular needs.

Information and knowledge are important!

Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization committed to a fully 
transparent approach to safe money strategies for retirement.  

daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

Meet Tim Davis, RICP®,
CLU, Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Houston-based expert on how
to de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
avoid stock market losses.

Paul Kurt, board chairman, said the 
EDC looks forward to working Martinez.

“Chuck will bring timely EDC com-
munications and strong working part-
nerships with public officials, business 
professionals, academic institutions, and 
association groups,” Burt said. “He will 
focus on realizing the current prospects in 
the EDC’s pipeline, bringing immediate 
domestic and international deals to the 
table, and attracting additional sponsors 
to our organization – ultimately expand-
ing the competitiveness brand profile of 
the Katy area.”

Martinez has previous economic 
development experience in San Antonio, 
Laredo, Beaumont and Galveston. His 
economic development experience also 
includes a stint in Alexandria, Va.

Martinez earned dual bachelor’s 
degrees in political science and business 
from Lamar University. He earned an 
MBA in international trade from Texas 
A&M International University and a mas-
ter’s degree in public administration from 
George Mason University.

Martinez succeeds Lance LaCour, who 
now heads Partnership Lake Houston.

from page A1
EDC

actual movement on the project 
began in 2015.

“There was a time when there 
was a pond that was built behind 
the mall,” Hebert said. ‘It was a 
retention pond.”

Hebert said he was told the 
land was worthless, but when he 
expressed interest on behalf of 
the city for buying the land, the 
price suddenly went up. But the 
city went ahead and is working 
with developers to build the 
Boardwalk. Dalton said things 
are back on track following the 
worst of the COVID-19 pandem-

ic.
“We’re back on, and we’ve 

got a ton of momentum,” Dalton 
said, adding that he was excited 
that the new hotel will be part of 
the Hilton chain. Actual name 
will come after going through the 
branding process, he said.

Yet as important as the hotel 
will be to Katy’s economy, both 
it and the convention center are 
only part of the overall project.

“We have what’s called our 
retail and entertainment district,” 
Dalton said. “The hotel and 
conference center are designed 

to be south-facing on the lake, so 
it’s going to be beautiful. We call 
it the suburban oasis.”

Dalton said the hotel and 
convention center would be a 
30-minute drive from Houston’s 
central business district and 
would have a state-of-the-art, 
post-COVID-19 design. He said 
it would host all kinds of events. 
Including more weddings “than I 
can shake a stick at.”

Dalton said the entertainment 
district is meant to complement 
the hotel and conference center. 
The district is also expected 

to complement the two Katy 
Boardwalk Lofts apartment com-
plexes. The first phase opened 
last October. Dalton said he was 
resident 001.

“There’s life at the Boardwalk 
now,” Dalton said, urging people 
who have not visited the site, 
particularly the lake, to go and 
see for themselves.

“It is a hidden gem,” Dalton 
said. “Walk to the lake and see.”

Hebert said that a traffic 
light is planned for the King-
sland-Katy Fort Bend Road 
intersection.

The technology will enable audio re-
cording and GPS tracking, officials said.

The standard technology will encour-
age both transparency and accountability, 
County Judge KP George said at a Feb. 3 
news conference.

The idea for standard technology for 
law enforcement agencies in Fort Bend 
County has been in the works for some 
time. George said Fort Bend County com-
missioners began working on a policy last 
year and adopted it in November.

“We have noticed that everyone was fol-
lowing similar policies (regarding the use 
of body cameras), but we wanted to bring 
everything under one policy,” George said.

Fort Bend County Sheriff Eric Fagan 
said officer safety is paramount, as is 
public transparency and trust. He said the 
technology saves time, money and possibly 
lives.

“In some situations, what you have 
in law enforcement is not all-the-time 

cordial,” Fagan said. “People have different 
versions of the incident. With body camer-
as, we can see what actually happened.”

Fort Bend County District Attorney Bri-
an Middleton said the technology provides 
great accountability to law enforcement 
personnel because they know they’re being 
recorded.

“We behave differently when we’re 
being watched,” Middleton said.

George said the 2020 murder of George 
Floyd helped inspire the discussions 
about how to proceed. George said county 
leaders asked young people for their input 
and body cameras were suggested. One 
view that came from those discussions 
was that police officers needed to feel safe 
while also being held accountable for their 
actions.

“It’s all about our young people,” 
George said.

Axon Enterprise is based in Scottsdale, 
Ariz.

from page A1
CAMERAS

stolen property.
After further investigation, detectives 

learned that both Ivery and Bloodsaw 
were connected to a previous aggravated 
robbery reported on Jan. 19. In that case, 
deputies said the victim was leaving a 
restaurant in LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch 
when both Ivery and Bloodsaw showed a 
firearm, stole the victim’s vehicle and fled.

The vehicle was later recovered in San 

Jacinto County.
Both Ivery and Bloodsaw are in the 

Fort Bend County Jail. Ivery is charged 
with two counts of aggravated robbery 
with a bond set at $75,000 for each charge. 
Bloodsaw is also charged with two counts 
of aggravated robbery, as well as posses-
sion of controlled substance and assault. 
Bond is set for Bloodsaw for a total of 
$151,000.

from page A1
ROBBERY

from page A1
ARREST

KATY POLICE

Katy Police said Cordell McCarter drove this car, which is a wanted vehicle from a 
previous theft case.

"The hotel and 
conference center 
are designed to be 

south-facing on the 
lake, so it’s going to be 
beautiful. We call it the 

suburban oasis.”
— Keith Dalton, Kingham Dalton 

Wilson President/CEO

Local youth win floriculture contest at Fort Worth Stock Show
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Megan Stevens, Jillian Liuin, 
Taylor Ochoa and Oluwanif Haas-
trup from Taylor High School FFA 
were named second place team 
in the second annual 4-H and 
FFA Floriculture Contest in the 

Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo 
held Jan. 28.  They were awarded 
$2,000 for the chapter. Stevens was 
ranked Second High Individual 
for a $1,000 scholarship out of 63 
individuals.

Hosted at the Botanical Re-
search Institute of Texas, students 

were tested on identified plant ma-
terial, tools and pest identification, 
as well as floral design. Sixteen 
teams and 63 individuals partici-
pated in the contest’s second year.

The goal of the contest is to 
enhance participants’ knowledge of 
the floriculture industry in support 

of high school floriculture programs 
as well as awareness of the increas-
ing business and career oppor-
tunities presented in this rapidly 
expanding field of agriculture.

“The Stock Show continues to 
expand opportunities for unique 
competitions and educational 

opportunities for Texas youth,” 
Stock Show President and General 
Manager Brad Barnes said. “We are 
committed to experiencing growth 
and providing a one-of-a-kind ex-
perience to our exhibitors when it 
comes to quality competition and 
Fort Worth hospitality.”

from page A1
GROUNDBREAKING
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By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Harris County Commission-

er for Precinct 3 Steve Radack 

will not be seeking reelection in 

2020, he 

confirmed 

by phone 

on Friday. 

Radack said 

he would 

be leaving 

the position 

after more 

than 30 

years to try 

to get voters 

more energized and informed 

about issues facing the county.

“I plan on being involved 

in public service. For 46 of the 

last 50 years I’ve been involved 

in public service. Frankly, I’m 

going to be working hard to try to 

inform the voters of how critical a 

situation we have with the [Harris 

County] Commissioners Court.”

School districts such as Katy 

ISD need the commissioners 

court to create infrastructure that 

will lead to their success such as 

roads and solid law enforcement, 

Radack said. He also expressed 

concern regarding County Judge 

Lina Hidalgo and the rest of the 

commissioners court pulling 

about $4.8 million combined 

from Precinct 3 and Harris Coun-

ty Commissioner Jack Cagle’s 

Precinct 4 and giving those funds 

to Precincts 1 and 2 in August of 

this year for mobility projects. 

Radack and Cagle teamed up 

in October to block a quorum 

in the commissioners court and 

force a tax rate decrease, ac-

cording to county records. State 

law requires that at least four 

commissioners be present when 

a tax increase is being discussed. 

Radack and Cagle both missed 

the meeting in order to allow the 

law to push forward a tax rate 

decrease for the county. 

“[The other commissioners] 

tried to raise taxes as high as they 

could without requiring a vote 

by the people,” Radack said. “I 

saw people really concerned by 

the tax increase. We go into the 

year 2020 with Cagle and I doing 

Radack  
leaving 
county 
position

STEVE  
RADACK

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Katy Area Retired Educators hosted Morton Ranch 

High School’s JaZZ’d show choir in their Dec. 11 

monthly meeting. The education retirees group is 

also moving forward with a book drive program and 

collecting money to distribute to Katy ISD seniors 

through its scholarship program.

“When I retired from Katy ISD, I wanted to still stay 

in touch with the students,” said KARE’s community 

service chair Jamie Wolman. “I was a mentor in the 

Keys mentor program for Katy ISD at the elementary 

level. Today, I had the pleasure of seeing one of the 

students I mentored, at the KARE meeting, as she sang 

in the Morton Ranch High School JaZZ’d Choir.”

The choir performed a variety of acapella holiday 

classics in different styles including “Baby it’s Cold 

Outside.” The choir was directed by David VanWyk.

KARE pushes for books and scholarships

COURTESY KARE

The JaZZ’d show choir from Morton Ranch High School provided entertainment at the Dec. 11 Katy Area Retired 

Educators monthly meeting. Retired teachers were excited to see former students singing in the choir and enjoyed a 

medley of Christmas classics.

See KARE, page A5

UPGRADES
Katy ISD appoints 2 principals and approves bus initiatives

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

The Katy ISD Board of Trustees 

passed two measures related to bus-

ing services at its Dec. 16 meeting. 

The board also appointed principals 

to head Fielder Elementary at 2100 

Greenway Village Drive, Katy and 

elementary #43 at 6631 Greenwood 

Orchard Drive, Katy.

 
A matter of principals

“It is an honor to be a principal in 

Katy ISD. It is an even bigger privi-

lege to have the opportunity to open 

a brand-new school. I look forward 

to connecting with the families in 

the elementary #43 community,” 

Euberta Lucas said. 

Lucas was appointed by unan-

imous vote to run elementary #43 

while Marc Kampwerth was ap-

pointed to head Fielder Elementary 

school. 

Lucas is leaving her job as princi-

pal of Creech elementary, a position 

she has held since 2010 according to 

a district press release. She has more 

than 20 years of experience as an 

educator, including a stint at Round 

Rock ISD as a fifth-grade teacher 

and time at Mayde Creek Ele-

mentary school in Katy ISD 

as a technology facilita-

tor and principal. 

“I will do my 

part to work 

hard and diligently as a team with 

parents, staff and students to create 

and nurture a learning atmosphere 

that exudes warmth, compassion 

and a growth mindset,” Lucas said.

Elementary #43 is the district’s 

newest campus. 

Kampwerth has nearly 20 years 

in the education field, according 

to the press release. He began his 

career teaching math, science and 

social studies in Cy-Fair and Lamar 

Consolidated ISDs. He later moved 

into administration and became 

assistant principal at Morton Ranch 

Elementary within Katy ISD. 

Kampwerth attended Southern 

Illinois University and received his 

bachelor’s degree in Elementary 

Education, according to the press 

release. He later went on to pursue a 

Master of Education in Educational 

Leadership from the University of 

Houston, Clear Lake. 

I will miss Morton Ranch Ele-

mentary, as we have built a wonder-

ful learning community,” Kampw-

erth said. “I am excited to start this 

new chapter in my career as a Fielder 

Falcon.” 

Rolling with initiatives

Bus initiatives included an agree-

ment with Safety Vision Mobile Vid-

eo Surveillance Solutions to equip 

every bus in the Katy ISD fleet with 

eight cameras, allowing the district 

to better monitor activities on and 

around buses. The bus has 330 regu-

lar education buses, 241 special edu-

cation buses and will be purchasing 

100 buses. The camera systems and 

new buses will be paid for using 2017 

EUBERTA  
LUCAS

MARC  

KAMPWERTH

See UPGRAD
ES, page A5
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Nach-Yo Ordinary Tequila 
Tasting Tour returns to Katy
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Nach-Yo Ordinary 
Tequila Tasting Tour returns 
this month to Katy.

The event is set for 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Feb. 18 at The Ark 
at Norris, 21402 Merchants 
Way. Tickets are $45 for a 
full night of spirited educa-
tion with tequila specialists, 
sampling, food, and fun.

Attendees will meet 
brand ambassadors, tequila 
specialists and educators 
who share their unique craft 
products. With this all-in-
clusive ticket, attendees can 
taste them all and enjoy 
great eats from many restau-
rants. These restaurants 
include BB’s Tex-Orleans, 
Bundtcake-A-Holic serving 
alcohol-infused cupcakes, 

Gauchos do Sul Brazilian 
Steakhouse, Mason’s Cre-
ative Catering, and more.

Attendees can enjoy 
tastings of gold, silver 
(also known as blanco), 
barrel-aged selections of 
reposado, añejo, and extra 
añejo tequilas, plus mezcal, 
sotol, and even fun, fla-
vor-infused selections.

Included in admission 
tickets are tequila forum 
seminars presented by 
Correlejo and Los Arango. 
On a first-come, first-seated 
basis, guests can experience 
Tequila 101 or The Art of 
Aged Tequila, both with 
formal tasting mats and a 
tequila specialist presenter 
serving various styles of 
tequila while one tastes and 
learns the differences.

Nach-Yo Ordinary Tequi-
la Tasting offers a selection 
of craft products including 
Tequila Corralejo, 1800 Cris-
talino, El Bandido Yankee 
Tequila, G4 Tequila, Haci-
enda de Chihuahua Sotol, 
Lalo, Los Arango, Maestro 
Dobel Tequila, Mezcal Vago, 
Milagro Tequila, Mijenta Te-
quila, Number Juan Tequila, 
Patron Smokey Selections, 
Republic Tequila, Tequila 
Ocho, Revel Avila, Tres 
Agaves, and the very special 
Tears of Llorona Extra Añejo.

The event features a party 
wagon raffle worth over 
$1,000 in tequila, swag and 
more. Proceeds benefit the 
Ballard House.

Tickets are $45 and can 
be purchased online at the 
website nachyo.com.



When word spread last 
week about an imminent 
Supreme Court 

retirement, I hoped against hope 
that it would be Clarence Thomas.

No such luck.
Replacing Clinton appointee 

Stephen Breyer with a Biden 
appointee is really no biggie. 
Ridding the court of Clarence, and 
his blatant conflicts of interest, 
would be a major upgrade – at least 
in terms of repairing the court’s 
record-low reputation. Because for 
more than 20 years it has been an 
open secret, and a patent disgrace, 
that wife Ginni has been a right-
wing activist working on a range of 
hot-button issues on which hubby 
sits in judgement.

Perhaps it’s sheer coincidence 
that he was the lone dissenter in 
the 8-1 ruling that bars Donald 
Trump from blocking the release 
of documents about the Jan. 6 
insurrection – the same event that 
Ginni agitated for on Facebook, the 
same event to which she helped 
send busloads of insurrectionists. 
At the very least, it sure looks bad. 
In fact, the official Code of Judicial 
Conduct, embedded in federal 
law, specifically states that “any 
justice, judge, or magistrate judges 
of the United States shall disqualify 
himself in any proceeding in which 
his impartiality might reasonably 
be questioned” by a reasonable, 
objective person.

Yup, the code says “any justice.” 
Problem is, the Supremes exempt 
themselves from the code.

There are no Supreme Court 
rules governing conflict of interest. 
The justices police themselves, 
which of course means that, 
in practice, they don’t police 
themselves at all. All other federal 
judges in all the lower courts are 

inhibited from putting themselves 
in any situation that might convey 
an appearance of impropriety. But 
not the nine folks at the top of the 
pyramid.

That’s long been a great deal for 
Clarence and Ginni. As far back 
as December 2000, while the high 
court was weighing whether to stop 
the Florida recount and award the 
White House to George W. Bush 
(which it did, with Clarence voting 
in the 5-4 majority), Ginni, as a 
staffer at the conservative Heritage 
Foundation, was already screening 
resumes for the incoming Bush 
administration. A decade later, 
Clarence sat in judgement of 
Obamacare while Ginni was 
earning roughly $165,000 working 
for several groups that lobbied 
to repeal Obamacare. During the 
Trump administration, Ginni 
worked closely with (and was paid 
by) a prominent anti-immigrant 
activist who filed amicus briefs 
defending Trump’s Muslim travel 
ban – while Clarence was hearing 
cases about the travel ban.

The conflict-of-interest 
episodes are too numerous to list 
here. Suffice it to say that Clarence 
steadfastly refused to recuse 
himself, despite repeated demands 
over the years that he do so. It’s a 
blatant breach of judicial ethics – 
and the all-important perception 
of impartial justice – that he’s still 
on the bench when gay rights 
cases get debated (Ginni is on 
record railing against “transsexual 

fascists”), and when national 
security cases get weighed (Ginni 
is on record railing against “the 
Deep State”).

Last year, a bipartisan coalition 
of 107 law professors from 76 
law schools asked Congress to 
require that all federal judges with 
perceived conflicts at least explain 
in writing the reasons why they’d 
refused to recuse themselves. A 
tepid reform, for sure. But right 
now Clarence doesn’t have to 
explain anything.

The only available 
constitutional remedy is for the 
House to target the guy with an 
impeachment probe. Democrats, 
who run the Judiciary Committee, 
could subpoena Ginni and ask 
pointed questions about her 
actions on behalf of the Jan. 6 
insurrectionists. With that matter 
under investigation, Clarence 
might actually be compelled to 
recuse himself on all Jan. 6-related 
cases. But alas, as we all well know, 
hand-wringing Democrats shrink 
from that kind of hardball.

So I suppose there’s only one 
solution. President Biden, having 
pledged to replace Breyer with 
a well-qualified Black woman, 
should simply announce that his 
choice is Anita Hill. Having long 
survived Clarence Thomas’ sexual 
harassment, the attorney and law 
professor is rested and ready.

Perhaps forcing Clarence to 
share the bench with Hill would be 
sufficient impetus for him to quit.

Dick Polman, a veteran 
national political columnist based 
in Philadelphia and a Writer 
in Residence at the University 
of Pennsylvania, writes at 
DickPolman.net. Email him at 
dickpolman7@gmail.com.
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Clarence and Ginni Thomas, poster 
kids for Supreme Court corruption

I dare you to google news 
about Valentine’s Day.

Faster than you can say 
“Romeo and Juliet,” you’ll be 
inundated with results for “ro-
mantic getaways.”

Whether the story is touting 
a single night on the town or 
an extended trip, you’ll find an 
abundance of adjectives such 
as “adventurous,” “quaint,” “un-
conventional,” “sun-soaked” 
and “luxurious.”

With such verbiage, you 
don’t know whether to expect 
a king-size bed or a “bed of lo-
cally sourced Romaine lettuce 
cradling a generous serving of 
succulent, pre-chewed-by-fer-
rets turnip hearts.”

The headlines presuppose 
that the entire world has a 
year’s worth of pent-up de-
mand for a Valentine extrava-
ganza, but not all of us signed 
off on that memo.

Can couples really spring 
into Valentine mode just 
because influencers promise 
“Love is in the air,” when the 
other 364 days of the year have 
been characterized by utter-
ances such as “There had better 
be three cans of Glade in the air 
before I enter the bathroom”?

We’ve been programmed 
to believe that Valentine’s Day 
should be marked with grand 
romantic gestures such as hot 
air balloons, mariachi bands, 
champagne tsunamis and exot-
ic animals bearing engagement 
rings; but not everyone is into 
socializing. For many couples, 
the most romantic gesture is 
the hand signal to “close the 
curtains, turn out the lights 
and pretend we’re not home 
because I want to finish this 
‘Wheel of Time’ novel.”

I know the media tell us 
that February 14 is the time 
to dance until the cows come 
home. But many couples are 
just as likely to wave a pitchfork 
at anyone who suggests going 
out after dark. (“Yeah, I’ll kick 
up my heels – as long as they 
land on the ottoman.”)

Multigenerational families 
have special problems. Seems 
like only yesterday you were 
learning to unhook a bra and 
suddenly you’re overpaying a 
babysitter so you can go teach 
your parents to program their 
Jitterbug phone.

The commercialization of 
Valentine’s Day gets worse 
and worse. What used to be 
an occasion for stimulating 
neglected affection (or at least 
stimulating primal urges) is 
now more about stimulating 
the local economy. (“Cheer 
for the martyrdom of Saint 
Valentine and repair the school 
roof! Patronize the upcoming 
Donner Party festival and pay 
for a whole new municipal 
parking lot!”)

The patriotic pressure 
doesn’t ease up just because 
you’re between partners. No, 
that’s when the Chamber of 
Commerce initiates the Presley 
Protocol. (“If you can’t find a 
partner, use a wooden chair – 
now on sale for a limited time 
at Forbush’s Furniture Empo-
rium.”)

It’s unreasonable for society 
to assume that everyone will 
have the time, money, health 
and inclination to celebrate 
extravagantly, and especially 
on that exact date. As with 
compromising about birthdays 
and Christmas get-togethers, 
many folks must settle for com-
memorations that are merely in 
the ballpark of February 14.

Someday someone of my ilk 
will tell an interviewer, “Not 
only are we the first couple to 
renew our vows in the Mars 
colony, but we’re also celebrat-
ing Valentine’s Day 2022!”

My wife and I will proba-
bly mark a quiet Valentine’s 
Day at home; but don’t let my 
curmudgeonly commentary 
stop you if you are interested in 
a cabin, spa or resort. Everyone 
needs a place where they can 
ignore inflation, the border cri-
sis and international turmoil.

And I’m sure the fact that 
most of these venues have a 
“presidential suite” is pure 
coincidence.

Danny Tyree welcomes email 
responses at tyreetyrades@aol.
com and visits to his Facebook 
fan page “Tyree’s Tyrades.”

Planning a 
romantic getaway 

for Valentine's Day?
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370
LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ALIEF BAPTIST CHURCH AT KATY

906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-391-6894
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH

1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR
FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH

 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084
DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR
IGLESIA FUENTE DE DIOS

 3506 PORTER RD. • 281-222-4404
PASTORS JORGE Y OLGA FLORIAN 

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR
KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP

24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR
LIFE CHURCH

2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433
SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR
REDEEMED CHRISTIAN

CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE
5371 E 5TH ST, KATY, TX • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM
TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19
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Barbara Ann Coats Rice 
was born April 18, 1940, in 
Dunn, North Carolina and 
died January 30, 2022, in 
Katy, Texas.

A thirty-four-year resi-
dent of Knoxville, Tennes-
see, Barbara considered 
Knoxville her home even 
after moving to Texas in 
2013.  One of her favorite 
past-times was reading. 
While living in Knoxville, 
she was able to fulfill a 
lifetime dream to educate 
children through literature 
by becoming the Librarian 
at Thackston School.  She 
was both humbled and 
honored when upon her 
retirement, they renamed 
the library the Thackston 
School Rice Library and the 
City of Knoxville declared 
May 6, 2002, Barbara Rice 
Day.

Barbara, also known as 
“Bobby” or “Bobby Ann” 
was a true Southern Wom-
an.  She loved her husband 
and family, and her life 
was centered around both.  
She was an avid gardener, 
creating “GG’s Garden” in 
the lots across from their 
home where her plants were 
dedicated to each of her 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.  It became a 
beautiful garden park that 
the neighborhood enjoyed.

She also loved camping 
and fishing, never afraid to 
bait her own hook and her 
family has many fond mem-
ories of the camping trips 
they shared.  She loved birds 
and animals, adopting many 
a stray that crossed her path.  
Traveling was also a favorite 
activity, especially trips to 
the beach, to Scotland with 
family or North Carolina to 

visit her siblings.
She was a member of 

First United Methodist 
Church in Knoxville and 
upon moving to Texas 
became a member of the 
Katy First United Methodist 
Church.  Over the years, she 
was active in both churches 
through the United Method-
ist Women’s group.  

Preceded in death by the 
love of her life, her husband 
of almost 34 years Monford 
C. (Monte) Rice, her infant 
son David Vickers, her 
parents Stewart and Esther 
Coats, and her siblings Dun-
can, Judy, Jerry, and Jackie 
Coats.

Survived by one sister, 
Sarah Elizabeth (Becky) 
Bland; nine children, Sharon 
(Randy) Haydon, Ronald 
(Michele) Callis, Tracy (Te-

resa) Callis, Bradley Callis, 
Mark (Karen) Rice, Cather-
ine (Frederic) Smith, Monte 
(Beth) Rice, Lynn (Bill) Pitt, 
and Tonya “Toni” Rice; as 
well as twenty grandchil-
dren, “GG” to fourteen great 
grandchildren, and Aunt 
Bobby to numerous nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces, and 
grandnephews; all of whom 
she loved dearly.

A receiving of friends for 
Barbara will be held Thurs-
day, February 10, 2022 from 
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at Berry 
Funeral Home, 3704 Chap-
man Highway, Knoxville, 
TN 37920. A funeral service 
will occur Friday, Febru-
ary 11, 2022 at 10:30 AM, 
3704 Chapman Highway, 
Knoxville, TN 37920. Family 
and friends will immediately 
proceed to East Tennessee 
State Veterans Cemetery, 
2200 E. Governor John Sevi-
er Hwy, Knoxville, TN 37920, 
for a 12:30 PM interment fol-
lowing the funeral service. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to The 
Alzheimer's Association, 
"Alzheimer's Association 
National Capital Area 
Chapter, 8180 Greensboro 
Drive, Suite 400 McLean, VA 
22102."

Fond memories and ex-
pressions of sympathy may 
be shared at www.berryfu-
neralhome.com for the Rice 
family.

BARBARA ANN COATS RICE
1940-2022

Keith Alden Rabe, loving 
father, brother and friend, 
died on January 29th, 2022 
at the age of 65 at Houston 
Methodist West Hospital in 
Katy, Texas.

He was born on July 4th, 
1956 in Port Arthur, Texas 
to the late Andrew Rudolph 
Rabe and Carolyn Joy Rabe. 
He attended Stilwell Techni-
cal Center, where he learned 
his trade, before graduating 
from Thomas Jefferson High 
School in 1974. He loved the 
outdoors and rehabilitating 
vehicles. After working in 
sales for many years, he went 
back to his family roots of 
auto repair and opened his 
own business, “Start Me Up” 
Auto Rehab, where he served 
the community for more 
than 30 years.

Keith was a devoted 
follower of Jesus, and always 
spoke openly about his faith. 
His auto repair business was 

his ministry – it gave him 
the opportunity to share his 
witness and serve people 
with honesty and humility 
in an industry that is often 
the opposite. Just as he did 
with cars, Keith always saw 
the best, the gold in people 
(Proverbs 11:27). Keith was 
loved by all who knew him.

Keith is survived by his 
children, Jennifer Arnold 
(Nate), Anna Rabe-Cruz 
(Nicholas), Andrew “Buddy” 
Rabe and Abby Rabe; girl-
friend, Georgette Dietz; sis-
ters, Darlene Morrison and 
Anita Rabelo; grandchildren, 
Brady, Tyler, Journey and 
Layla; numerous nieces and 
nephews, and a dear cousin, 
Faye Crowley.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, beloved 
daughter Crystal Nicole, and 
brother Gary.

Funeral services were 
held at Tri-County Baptist 
Church (5715 Peek Rd, Katy) 
on Saturday, Feb. 5th at 11:00 
AM. A visitation/recep-
tion for family and friends 
followed immediately, along 
with a graveside service. 

Flowers can be sent to 
Claire Brothers Funeral 
Home before Friday at 
4:00PM.

KEITH ALDEN RABE
1956-2022

Shirley Marie (Lemke) 
Polk, 78, of Weimar, Texas, 
passed away on February 4, 
2022. 

She was born on April 23, 
1943 in Hallettsville, Texas. 
She was a loving wife, moth-
er, sister, granny, and smiling 
friend to all who knew her. 
Shirley was a published au-
thor and loved to both write 
and read books. She enjoyed 
sewing and previously 
owned her own costume 
shop in Katy, Texas. Road 
trips with family were a joy to 
her. Shirley is fondly remem-
bered for always giving of 
herself and her time to family 
and also those she called her 
family, treating both equally 
the same in love. 

Shirley is survived by her 
husband, Leroy James Polk 
of Weimar; daughter Pam 
Pfile and husband Bryan of 
Katy, Texas; son Michael Polk 
and wife Charlotte of Bell-
ville, Texas; daughter Mary 

Duty and husband Wade of 
Weimar, Texas; sister Loretta 
Kacal of Beasley, Texas; 
sister-in-law Bobbie Lemke 
of Muldoon, Texas; grandson 
Justin Pfile and fiancé Jessica 
of Katy, Texas; granddaugh-
ter Katy Dunn and hus-
band Chris of Katy, Texas; 
grandson Tanner Bratton of 
Bellville, Texas; grandson 

Cash Duty of Weimar, Texas; 
grandson Cole Duty of Wei-
mar, Texas; granddaughter 
Lily Polk of Bellville, Texas; 
granddaughter Evie Polk of 
Bellville, Texas, along with 
numerous nieces, nephews 
and extended family. 

She is preceded in death 
by her mother and step-father 
Rose and Jimmie Mazoch and 
brother Clyde Lemke.

A Rosary will be held on 
Thursday, February 10 at 9 
a.m. and Funeral Mass at 
10 a.m. at St. Michael the 
Archangel Catholic Church 
in Weimar, Texas. Father 
Wayne Flagg will be offici-
ating. Burial will take place 
at St. Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church cemetery in 
Weimar, Texas. 

Memorials may be given 
to St. Michael the Archangel 
Catholic School in Weimar, 
Texas or St. Rose of Lima 
Catholic School in Schulen-
burg, Texas. 

SHIRLEY MARIE POLK
1943-2022



BY TIM SOJKA
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Master-planned communities 
like Cinco Ranch, Firethorne, 
Grand Lakes, Cane Island and 
Cross Creek Ranch help drive Katy’s 
success. These communities prom-
ised and delivered great schools, 
shopping, and amenities to our 
community. Among the next heirs 
to the master-planned community 
crown appears to be the emerging 
and stylish community of Elyson.

Located just west of Grand Park-
way on FM 529, Elyson boasts 1,900 
homes with plans for over 4,000 
more. Featuring Katy ISD schools, 
this community is positioned for 
long-term success. The community 
reserved 500 acres for future shop-
ping, entertainment and profes-
sional partners. Elyson’s Marketing 
Director Heather Gustafson prom-
ised to announce new shopping 
soon. Target started construction 
on its newest retail and grocery 
prototype designed for the modern 
shopper at the entrance to Elyson.

Still, the community’s first focus 
remains offering its residents luxu-
ry amenities and incredible family 
networking opportunities. Ameni-
ties include Elyson House, a Frank 
Lloyd Wright-inspired community 
center. The prairie styled structure 
has a fitness center, game room, 
meeting room and the Elyson Café, 
which opens for lunch and dinner 
every day.

Other features include almost 

30 miles of trails (planned), 750 
acres of amenities, lakes and 
open space, a year-round resort 
style pool, tennis and more. The 
community’s Event Lawn recently 
featured the dog-themed Tails and 
Ales Event – along with other fun 
events like movie nights, concerts 
and more.

The upcoming Elyson Commons 
promises 145 acres of wildflower 
trails, a basketball court and play-
ground. It also promises an outdoor 
fitness training park, picnic areas 
with BBQ grills, a pooch play-
ground and more.

A full-time Elyson lifestyle direc-
tor plans events for kids, families 
and adult-only events to ensure 

everyone feels welcome.
The Elyson Commons grand 

opening is March 5. The public 
is invited to attend. Marketing 
Manager Nancy Hyde and her team 
assembled a builder roster includ-
ing Perry Homes, Lennar, Chesmar, 
Pulte, Westin, Highland, Taylor 
Morrison and Beazer. Additionally, 
a city center style neighborhood 
will be opening soon.

Elyson’s development team 
oversaw development in Cinco 
Ranch. They understand how to 
build and maintain strong commu-
nities. Each team member promis-
es to deliver homeowners fantastic 
homes, amenities and great lifestyle 
opportunities.
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BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

A cybersecurity author said 
small business owners assume 
their companies are not 
subject to ransomware attacks. 
This miscalculation puts them 
at greater risk when those 
attacks do happen.

Charles Swihart, of Pre-
active IT Solutions, spoke at 
a Feb. 3 Katy Area Chamber 
of Commerce meeting at the 
Katy YMCA, 1350 Main St.

“Ransomware is a mali-
cious software that encrypts 
your files," Swihart said. "It 
demands a ransom to get your 
files back and to not release 
them to threaten clients and 
vendors.”

Texas trails only California 
and New York in the number 
of ransomware attacks in busi-
ness interruptions, Swihart 
said.

Swihart asked the audience 
to imagine themselves in a 
scenario.

“You get to work on Mon-
day, and something seems off,” 
Swihart said. “A few people 
seem to be freaking out. You 
try to log in, and you cannot 
access your files and email. 
You step out to see if others are 
having the same problem.”

Continuing 
his description, 
Swihart said 
other people 
are having the 
same issues, 
The IT person-
nel are sweat-
ing.

“They have 
no idea how 
you got there,” 
Swihart said. 
“They’re frantically trying to 
deal with the situation. It’s an 
extremely stressful situation to 
be in. Your business is stopped 
in its tracks. It might be a few 
weeks to recover your files.”

Swihart uses this scenario 
to get people to think about 
how they can protect them-
selves. But he said IT security 
isn't only on management or 
the IT department. Employees 
must play a role in IT security. 
Otherwise, they could be out 
of a job if the business fails.

“Don’t think that since 
you’re not an owner or the it 
guy, it won’t affect you,” Swi-
hart said.

For home networks, Swi-
hart said it was wise to regular-
ly back up one’s files. Storing 
those files on another drive, 
such as Microsoft OneDrive, is 
also helpful.

“Microsoft OneDrive is 
your friend,” Swihart said.

Swihart said a recent report 
claimed that 31% of ransom-
ware attacks came from China. 
But most attacks, he said, 
come from countries such as 
Russia, Ukraine and Romania. 
He said the ransomware pro-

grammers are very profession-
al in their work.

“They do this as a profes-
sion, and they’re very good at 
it,” Swihart said.

In some cases, opening a 
malicious email can unleash 
a ransomware attack. But he 
said every ransomware attack 
which he helped to address 
came from a lack of network 
security. He said manage-
ment often assumes that the 
IT people were cybersecurity 

experts. Yet he 
said in most 
cases the IT 
people weren't 
even properly 
managing 
the antivirus 
software. The 
security soft-
ware might not 
be updated, 
or it might be 

missing on some computers, 
Swihart said.

Among recent ransomware 
attacks that received public 
attention involved Colonial 
Pipeline. The attack forced 
the company to shut down its 
pipeline system to the eastern 
U.S. in 2021 and pay a $4.4 
million ransom. Federal au-
thorities got involved, and was 
able to recover $2.7 million of 
that amount, Swihart said.

“Colonial Pipeline has 
more than 800 employees,” 
Swihart said. “You’d assume 
a company that size had good 
practices. They didn’t.”

Swihart said management 
assumes all is well when 
employees can access files and 
print documents. But it isn’t 
so. Management fails to invest 
in computer security or keep-
ing current on security issues. 
When the next ransomware 
attack happens, management 
doesn’t know how to respond.

Swihart said companies 
should develop and use 
checklists to prevent possible 
IT issues. Such checklists can 
promote safe practices and 
cut risk.

“Don’t think that 
since you’re not an 

owner or the it guy, it 
won’t affect you.” 

Charles Swihart,  
cybersecurity author  

and speaker

Cybersecurity 
author: Businesses 
must prepare for 
ransomware attacks

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Cybersecurity author Charles Swihart 
speaks at the Feb. 3 Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce meeting. 

Elyson Commons opens in March

BROOKFIELD PROPERTIES DEVELOPMENT

An entry monument marks the entrance to the Elyson masterplanned community. 

Rick Rice Park to be expanded, upgraded
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Rick Rice Park on Westgreen 
Boulevard is undergoing an expan-
sion and upgrade.

The park, owned by Interstate 
Municipal Utility District, recently 
purchased 4.2 acres of land from 
CrossPoint Community Church, 
700 Westgreen Blvd. The purchase 
coincided with the release of a 
plan from Interstate MUD for both 
the existing park and the newly 
acquired space.

“Our goal is to create a dis-
tinctive park for people to enjoy, 
and we look forward to offering 
new amenities as we expand the 
park,” Barry J. Kaplan, president of 
Interstate MUD’s board of directors, 
said.

LJA Engineering’s Land Devel-
opment Division designed a space 
that will create a multi-use area 
reminiscent of European parks 
and Central Park in New York City. 
The area will be an open meadow 
surrounded by grassy knolls where 
families can picnic, couples can 
relax, and kids can fly kites. In 
addition, the space can be used for 
sporting events or other gatherings.

The new land will be known as 
The Commons at Rick Rice Park. 
It is behind the church and next to 
the main entrance into the park. 

The park now includes about 13 
acres with the added land.

Upgrades to the existing park 
will include terraced concrete 
steps by the current lake, upgraded 
walking trails, and a new deck that 

will overlook a second pond with a 
fountain.

LJA is working on a drainage 
study before construction can be-
gin. Interstate MUD said initial con-
struction on the park is scheduled 
for the latter part of 2022, and will 
begin with new heads-in parking 
on the east side of the park. It will 
take several years to fully imple-
ment the plan.

Rick Ellis, board member and 
incoming 2022 Interstate MUD 
president, said more than 5,000 
people visit the park every month.

“We have a variety of classes, 
including donation-based yoga and 
Zumba classes that raise money for 
non-profit groups in the city, like 
Citizens for Animal Protection and 
Hope Impacts,” Ellis said.

INTERSTATE MUD

The Interstate MUD has released a plan that offers its vision for Rick Rice Park. 
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2022 KATY ISD 
FFA LIVESTOCK SHOW 

AND KATY RODEO 
SCHEDULE

Here is the schedule for 
the 79th annual Katy ISD FFA 
Livestock Show & Katy Rodeo.

Events will be held at the Katy 
ISD Agricultural Sciences Center, 
5801 Katy Hockley Cut Off Road.

Tuesday, Feb. 15
• 4 p.m., Swine Weigh-In
• 5 p.m., Broiler Show

Wednesday, Feb. 16
• 10 a.m., Special Rodeo
• 7 a.m., Broiler Barn Sale
• 2 p.m., Rabbit Show
• 3 p.m., Steers, Goats & Lambs 
   Weigh-In

Thursday, Feb. 17
• 7 a.m., Rabbit Barn Sale
• 8 a.m., Swine Show
• 1 p.m., Steer Show
• 7 p.m., Rodeo Performance

Friday, Feb. 18
• 7 a.m., Swine & Steer Barn Sale
• 8 a.m., Goat Show
• 10 a.m., Lamb Show
• 1 p.m., Auction Sale Meeting
• 5 p.m., Goat & Lamb Barn Sale
• 7 p.m., Rodeo Performance

Saturday, Feb. 19
• 7 a.m., All Species Barn Sale
• 9:30 a.m., Katy Rodeo Parade
• 11 a.m., Buyers’ Luncheon 
   (By Invitation Only)
• 1 p.m., Live Auction
• 7 p.m., Rodeo Performance

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

For the Katy Rodeo, “Back in the 
Saddle Again” is not only a popular 
country song written in 1939 by 

the late Gene Autry. It is instead a theme 
as it comes back following last year’s 
pandemic-compelled cancellation.

“We’re back, and were back in the 
works,” JimE Voight, Katy Rodeo chair-
man and president, said.

The Katy ISD FFA Livestock Show is 
from Feb. 15-19. The rodeo is from Feb. 
17-19. Both events will be at the Katy 
ISD Agricultural Services Center, 5801 
Katy Hockley Cut Off Road.

The livestock show and rodeo are 
separate entities. But until last year, they 
were staged together for decades, with 
rodeo proceeds benefiting the FFA pro-
grams at the Katy ISD high schools.

Last year, the livestock show went on 
as scheduled, albeit with coronavirus 
protocols. But the rodeo was cancelled.

There is one big change as things 
return to normal for the rodeo this year. 
Voight became rodeo chairman and 
president, taking over for Gary Johnson, 
who retired and is a board adviser now.

Johnson held the position for the 
last 14 years. He said he’s helped groom 
Voight for the role.

“He’s done a real good job of putting 
things together,” Johnson said. “He’s 
been on the board for the past 20 years.”

Voight, 63, said he began his rodeo 
participation when he was six years old.

“I wasn’t working on a committee 
back then, but I was competing,” Voight 

said. He said he was a roper and that 
remains his favorite part of the rodeo.

“That’s what I do,” Voight said. “I 
prefer to watch them. The whole rodeo 
is great. But I love the view youth events, 
especially the calf scramble. I enjoy 
watching the kids giving it their all 
they’ve got to catch a calf.”

The last day of the livestock show and 
rodeo features the Katy Rodeo Parade. 
The parade is set for 9:30 a.m. Feb. 19. It 
runs from the Rhodes Stadium parking 
lot south on Katyland Drive, then west 
on Highway 90 west to FM 1463, where it 
turns south and ends at Katy High School.

“If the weather’s good, it’s just a good 
event for local businesses and youth 
organizations and even older organiza-
tions, like the Elks or the Lions Club, to 
be seen by the public,” Voight said. “You 
don’t necessarily have to have a float. It’s 
just an old-time standard. The parade 
goes along with the livestock show and 
rodeo. People can go to the parade. It’s 
free. You see a lot of things. Maybe they 
can’t go to the rodeo but they can at 
least go to the parade.”

Raymond and Liz Dollins are the 
parade marshals. Voight described 
Dollins as a rice farmer for a lot of years, 
lifelong Katy resident and an active 
rodeo supporter.

“His kids all went through the Ag 
program at Katy,” Voight said. “I don’t 
remember not knowing him.”

Voight said no new events have been 
added, nor were any events removed. 
Looking forward, he said, the rodeo 
hopes to put in place online ticket sales.

“People like to go online and buy 
their tickets,” Voight said.

“We haven’t added any events, or 
taken any events away.” Voight said.

Local service organizations remain an 
important part of the rodeo’s operations.

“The VFW does a lot of our ticket 

sales,” Voight said. “They do the pre-
sales and gate sales. They man the gates 
to get the tickets. They have been a big 
blessing to us. We make a donation to 
them each year.”

Voight said the Lions Club runs the 
rodeo carnival.

“They work with the carnival con-
tractor,” Voight said. “Whatever pro-
ceeds they get from the carnival, they 
split with us.”

The rodeo has a similar arrange-
ment with the Knights of Columbus for 
concessions.

“They run all her concessions,” 
Voight said. “The cooking, serving, 
everything. The profits they make they 
split with the rodeo.”

Voight said the rodeo is always look-
ing for sponsors, though if one were to 
sign up right now, it would be difficult to 
create a sign saying as much in time for 
the show.

“If nothing else, we would like to 
have them contact us and talk about 
them being included next year,” Voight 
said. “It’s all about the kids anyway. If 
we can’t get something done, and they 
want to help this year, we redirect them 
to the livestock auction on Saturday.”

The scholarships the rodeo awards is 
a fairly new program, Voight said.

“We have been doing it for 4-5 years 
now,” Voight said. “We’ve got a com-
mittee that is really good at it. We had 
nearly 40 applications this year. What 
we’re trying to do is really build up the 
scholarships.”

Voight said the rodeo is consider-
ing holding other fundraising events. 
These might include a golf tournament 
or a barbecue, to raise more money for 
scholarships.

“That way, we can give more $1,000 
scholarships or we can give larger ones,” 
Voight said. “I’d love to give a lot more.”

FILE PHOTO BY RODNEY COPELAND

Cattle such as this, from the 2020 Katy ISD FFA Livestock Show, will be among the man attractions at this year’s show, which coincides with the Katy Rodeo. 

Livestock show, rodeo 
set for next week
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Katy ISD and Kailee Mills 
Foundation representatives 
pose for a picture as “Buckle 
Up – Someone Loves You” signs 
are posted on Katy ISD campuses. 
Pictured are, left to right, Ted 
Vierling, district chief operations 
officer; Henry Gaw, district police 
chief; David Mills, father of Kailee 
Mills; Courtney Doyle, Kailee Mills 
Foundation representative; and 
Chris Mallett, State Farm agent.

Katy ISD partners with 
Kailee Mills Foundation 
for seat belt awareness

Some new signs posted 
across the Katy Independent 
School District aim to remind 
motorists, especially teenagers, 
to wear their seat belts to pro-
tect themselves and others.

The district has partnered 
with the Kailee Mills Foun-
dation to prevent injuries 
and fatalities resulting from 
non-seat belt use by educating 
its students and impacting the 
culture surrounding this issue.

All nine Katy ISD high school 
campuses have these signs on 
display at nearby intersections.

The Kailee Mills Foundation 
began in October 2017 follow-
ing a fatal accident involving 
the young student for which the 
foundation is named. Kailee 
Mills, Klein Collins High School 
student, had unbuckled herself 
in the back seat of a moving car 
to take a selfie. Seconds later, 
she was ejected from the car 
and killed instantly.

In a separate incident, on 
Dec. 26, 2020, now-former 
Tompkins High School student 
Samuel “Sam” Mills, no relation 
to Kailee, lost control of his 
vehicle causing it to flip. He too 
was ejected from the car.

In both incidents, neither 
person was wearing a seat belt.

Sam survived the accident 
and today uses his experience to 
educate other teenagers through 
public speaking opportunities 
coordinated by the foundation.

“Through Kailee and Sam’s 
story, we can save lives,” Ted 
Vierling, district chief operating 
officer, said. “The signs serve 
as a reminder to buckle up on 
every trip, no matter how far 
you’re going or how short your 
trip might be.”

Courtney Doyle, a founda-
tion representative and former 
school trustee, said the founda-
tion also provides financial and 
counseling assistance to family 
who have lost a loved one due 
to non-seat belt use.

“Likewise, a scholarship is 
also awarded to a student who 
lost a family member in such a 
tragedy,” Doyle said.

Texas law requires everyone 
in a vehicle to be properly se-
cured in the front and back seats, 
or they could face fines of up to 
$200. State Farm Insurance spon-

sors the Kailee Mills signs.
For more information about 

the foundation, visit the website 
kaileemillsfoundation.org/.

 
Katy ISD trustees 
 to participate in  

first-of-its-kind state 
advocacy program

The Katy ISD Board of 
Trustees is one of nine boards 
from across Texas selected to 
participate in the newly formed 
Raise Your Hand Texas Trustee 
Advocates Program.

The program aims to 
provide trustees and their 
superintendents the tools they 
need to positively influence 
policy-making. The training, 
in turn, is intended to ensure 
the perspectives, values and 
priorities of school districts are 
at the forefront of appropriate 
legislative deliberations.

Superintendent Ken Gre-
gorski said legislative decisions 
made in Austin impact all Texas 
school districts and the stu-
dents and families they serve.

“The advocacy training and 
work with Raise Your Hand Texas 
will expand beyond our Trustees 
and myself,” Gregorski said.

The program lasts 18 
months. In it, participants will 
learn to build a local public ed-
ucation advocacy network that 
encourages school district com-
munities to build awareness on 
state legislative issues.

Additionally, local school 
leaders will share expertise and 
critical information with poli-
cymakers developing legislative 
bills.

Libby Cohen, Raise Your 
Hand Texas’s senior director of 
advocacy and outreach, said 
trustees provide education 
oversight and citizen gover-
nance both to their schools and 
larger communities.

“Katy ISD serves a large 
number of Texas students, and 
we are ready to partner with 
them on their advocacy efforts 
because these local leaders 
bring critically important ex-
pertise and insight that will be 
valuable to state policymakers,” 
Cohen said.

A total of 27 school districts 
applied to participate in the 
Raise Your Hand Texas Trustee 
Advocates Program and nine 
were selected.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORT

KATY ISD BRIEFS

CATCHING UP WITH Royal ISDRoyal ISD

PHOTOS COURTESY ROYAL ISD 

Royal High School football player Zamarion Gipson has signed a letter of intent to play and continue his education at Friends University.

Colleagues and friends 
of Ervin Paben, seated 
on left, celebrated his 
13 years of service at a 
retirement luncheon. 
Paben worked in the 
district’s maintenance 
department.

Erika Drake won first place senior swine at the 
2022 Royal FFA Progress Show.

Kaylee Meader won first place, senior goat, at 
the 2022 Royal FFA Progress Show.

Brianna Diezi won first place cattle at the 2022 
Royal FFA Progress Show.

Elyssa Pruner won first place junior cattle at the 2022 Royal 
FFA Progress Show.

Jaylyn Danz won first place 
junior goat at the 2022 Royal FFA 
Progress Show.

Ekon Ferro won first place junior swine at the 
2022 Royal FFA Progress Show.



  
  

Friday
•  Paetow at College Station, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Tompkins, 1 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Seven Lakes, 1 p.m.
•  Taylor vs. Morton Ranch, 1 p.m.

Friday
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Morton Ranch, 7:30 p.m.
•  Jordan vs. Rudder, 7:30 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Tyler, 7:30 p.m.
•  Mayde Creek vs. Seven Lakes, 7:30 p.m.

 
Friday
•  Morton Ranch vs. Cinco Ranch, 7:45 p.m.
•  Jordan at Rudder, 7 p.m.
•  Taylor vs. Katy, 7:30 p.m.
•  Seven Lakes vs. Mayde Creek, 7:30 p.m.

Friday
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Fort Bend Travis, 4 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Ridge Point, 4:30 p.m.
•  Mayde Creek vs. Kingwood Park, 4:30 p.m.
•  Morton Ranch at Dulles (Scrimmage), 4 p.m.
•  Seven Lakes at Strake Jesuit, 4:30 p.m.
•  Taylor vs. Spring Woods, 4 p.m.

Thursday
•  Seven Lakes at Fulshear, 6:30 p.m.
•  Taylor vs. Elkins, 5:30 p.m.

Friday
•  Cinco Ranch at Summer Creek, 6 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Cy-Fair, 6 p.m.
•  Mayde Creek vs. Richmond Foster, 5:45 p.m.
•  Morton Ranch at Cy-Falls, 6 p.m.
•  Paetow vs. Cy-Springs, 6 p.m.
•  Tompkins at Langham Creek, 6:15 p.m.

Saturday
•  Jordan vs. Morton Ranch, noon
•  Paetow vs. Westside, 1 p.m.
•  Seven Lakes vs. Clements, 10 a.m.

BVS Home Experts, will provide up to $3,759$3,759 in discounts and rebates toward the purchase and 
installation of a new BVS Home Comfort System
Your energy savings could even pay for your new system!

CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* With approved credit. Not combinable with other offers. Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Some restrictions may apply. Not valid on prior installations. Offer expires 05/31/2022

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E
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SCHEDULES
BOYS BASKETBALL

GIRLS SOCCER

BOYS SOCCER

BASEBALL

SOFTBALL

PAETOW, JORDAN JUMP TO 6A, 
JOIN ALL KATY DISTRICT

 BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy ISD will have its own UIL 
Class 6A district in every sport, now 
with every Katy ISD school joining 
the district in the 2022-2024 district 
realignment.

Paetow and Jordan will jump 
up to 6A and join District 19-6A, as 
Katy, Cinco Ranch, Mayde Creek, 
Morton Ranch, Seven Lakes, Taylor 
and Tompkins will remain in the 
district as well.

Seven Lakes is the biggest school 

in Katy ISD with an enrollment of 
3,591 students, followed by Cinco 
Ranch (3,485), Tompkins (3,261), 
Katy (3,197), Paetow (3,169), Taylor 
(3,058), Mayde Creek (2,586), 
Jordan (2,586 with its enrollment 
multiplied by 1.33) and Morton 
Ranch (2,565).

The cutoff for Class 6A was an 
enrollment of 2,225 students.

It is the third straight realign-
ment where Katy schools have had 
their own district in Class 6A. Before 
2018 Katy schools were aligned 
with Houston Memorial and Strake 

Jesuit. 
Paetow comes off a state cham-

pionship in Class 5A, Division I, 
but will be presented with a new 
challenge when jumping up to the 
6A district.

“The teams we played at the 5A 
level have prepared us for this,” 
said Paetow head coach B.J. Gotte. 
“The good teams at the 5A level can 
compete at the 6A level. Playing the 
Manvel’s, the Foster’s, the High-
tower’s. A&M Consolidated and 
Huntsville too – the list goes on and 
on.  Those are good quality football 

teams. It was a good way to prepare 
us and help us steadily grow in the 
direction we want. We’re just excit-
ed to compete against these teams 
in our district, it gives us a chance to 
be at our best.”

Jordan will have to make an even 
bigger jump than Paetow. In the 
program's second year of varsity 
play, the Warriors will jump from a 
team without a district into one of 
the toughest districts in the Hous-
ton area. 

UIL REALIGNMENT

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins hadn’t forgotten 
how things went the last time they 
played Seven Lakes.

In the two teams' first District 
19-6A meeting, Seven Lakes came 
out in dominant fashion, scoring 74 
points and beating the Falcons by 
22 points. 

That was flipped on its head 
Tuesday, as the Falcons went into 
the Spartans' home court and came 
away 55-45 winners.

“We just keep growing, we’ve 
grown exponentially,” Macy Spanc-
er said. “Not just me, but the whole 
team. We’ve been trying a lot harder 
in practice, which isn’t to say we 
weren’t trying hard before, but the 
energy has gone up since that loss. 
This game was really big to us, so we 
knew we had to step up.”

Step up the Falcons did. From 
the opening tip, Tompkins brought 
energy and a plan to beat Seven 
Lakes, and even in what turned 
into a back and forth contest, it was 
good enough to come away with 
a victory as Tompkins took it to a 
different gear in the fourth quarter 
to pull away. 

“We played to the gameplan,” 
said Tompkins head coach Tammy 
Ray. “We stuck with the gameplan. 
We didn’t do that the first time, but 
we were able to tonight.”

Much of this was due to the play 
of Spencer, who has grown by leaps 
and bounds in her junior season. In 
total, Spencer scored 26 points, but 
never forced anything, taking what 
the defense gave her and getting 

Tompkins ties things atop district 
standings with win over Seven Lakes

Tompkins rises up 
to tie district race
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins wanted revenge. 
In their last matchup 

against Seven Lakes, the Fal-
cons felt they didn’t compete 
and didn’t play the defense 
that has become so synony-
mous with the team. 

Tompkins sat on that result 
for a month and was motivat-
ed by it, as the team worked 
every day, waiting for the 
chance to prove how good of a 
team they were. 

That motivation paid off for 

the Falcons, as they held off a 
late run from Seven Lakes to 
beat the Spartans 50-45.

“Our defense last time we 
played them was awful,” said 
senior forward Jason Clark. 
"It wasn’t very good at all. We 
were able to fix up the match-

See TOMPKINS, page B8

TYLER TYRE

Tompkins’ Sean DuBose gathers the ball 
under the basket during Wednesday’s 

game against Seven Lakesat the Tompkins 
gym.

See FALCONS, page B3

See REALIGNMENT, page B3

Tompkins’ Macy 
Spencer drives past 
a defender during 
Tuesday’s game 
against Seven Lakes at 
the Seven Lakes gym.

TYLER TYRE

WEEK OF FEB. 12

DISTRICT 19-6A 
(ALL SPORTS)

Katy
Cinco Ranch
Mayde Creek 
Morton Ranch
Paetow
Jordan
Seven Lakes
Taylor
Tompkins
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Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 

The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes
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Jordan clinches playoff berth with win over Brenham
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Jordan has made the most out 
of its inaugural season.

Many schools struggle in their 
opening seasons, but Jordan has 
turned expectations on its head, 
finding success and making a 
push towards the top of District 
19-5A. 

Jordan has suffered only four 
district losses all season and the 
team has gained confidence and 
belief in itself as the season has 
gone along.

“We’ve just gained more con-
fidence is the biggest thing,” said 
junior forward Trevor Martz. “Our 
defense has been more of a team 
defense and we’ve just started to 
gel as a team. It’s been fun.”

The team had its biggest 
moment so far on Saturday, when 
they beat Brenham 73-40 to clinch 
a playoff berth for the first time in 
school history.

“It’s a cool feeling,” said junior 
guard Shawn Mitchell. “It’s the 
first time in Jordan history we’ve 
been able to make the playoffs, so 
it’s good that we could get there so 
we can compete in the playoffs for 
the first time.”

The Warriors lost for the sec-
ond time this season to A&M Con-
solidated on Tuesday, dropping to 
third in district, but bounced right 
back with their win over Brenham 
to clinch a playoff spot. 

The team continues to respond 
to every challenge thrown its way 
this season, with Saturday’s game 
just being the latest occurrence.

“I tell them all the time, ‘what 
you guys are doing is not normal, 
it’s hard,’” said Jordan head coach 
Charlie Jones. “Schools that just 
open up, they don’t make the 
playoffs, they haven’t won 19 or 20 
games, so I want them to not put 
too much pressure on themselves 
and keep doing what they’re 
doing.”

Jordan jumped out to a `6-7 
lead in the first quarter and 
stretched that to 32-13 heading 
into the half, showing off an im-
proved defense that had strength 
and toughness.

“Our defense has gotten so 
much better,” Mitchell said. “At 
the beginning of the year, it was 
all right, but we’ve practiced really 
hard over and over. It’s gotten 
to where it’s so much better. To 

hold a team to 13 in a half is really 
good.”

Mitchell finished the game 
with 19 points and six rebounds, 
while Martz had 18 points and five 
rebounds. Junior guard Jacob Ryan 
had 11 points and had multiple 
steals.

“I came in here and I’m the 
new guy,” Ryan said. “I had to 
make sure that I can show them 
that I can play defense. Defense is 
huge, so I just try to be as active as 
I can and yell and do everything 
I can possibly do. I just wanted to 
show them that I can play defense 
as well as offense.”

Jordan runs a motion offense 
and when it works correctly and 
there is ball movement and cutting 
it can be hard to stop. The team 
has had to work hard to get to 
where they can use it so success-
fully.

“In practice, we do it all the 
time,” Jones said. “Everyone gets 
to shoot as well. They don’t ever 
feel like ‘I have to take a shot,’ 
because everyone has the freedom 
to be able to shoot. All of them 
out there have the belief that, if 
I’m open I’m going to be able to 
take the shot, and that’s a good 
freedom to have.”

While others may not have 
predicted the Warriors' success, 
no one within the program is 
surprised by what they’ve done 
this season.

“We weren’t surprised by any 
of it,” Martz said. “We know we’re 
a good team, we know that we 
can be a great team and compete 
with anyone. We’re confident with 
where we’re at.” 

District 19-5A
Jordan 73, Brenham 40
Points: (J) Shawn Mitchell 19, 

Trevor Martz 18, Jacob Ryan 11, 
Trae Gage 9, Quinn Ford 5, Grant 
Black 5, Ethan Black 3, Kaleb 
Houze 3; (B) Shaun Ray 14, Ashton 
Behrens 6, Josiah Ferguson 6, 
Deontae Franklin 4, Justin Garza 
2, Jamey Rogers 2, Waymond 
Watkins 2, Delvin Gantt 2, Kaden 
Watts 2

Halftime: Jordan 32-13; 
3-pointers: (J)  Gage 3, Ryan 3, 
Martz 2, Mitchell, E. Black, G. 
Black, Houze; (B) Ray 2; Records: 
Jordan 19-10, 10-4; Brenham 11-
21, 3-10;

Jordan’s Trevor Martz shoots 
a hookshot over a defender 
during Saturday’s game 
against Brenham at the Cinco 
Ranch gym.

TYLER TYRE

“It’s a cool feeling. It’s the first time in Jordan history we’ve been able to make the 
playoffs, so it’s good that we could get there so we can compete in the playoffs for 
the first time.”

—Shawn Mitchell, Jordan junior

Wilson caps off stellar senior 
year by signing with UIW
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Kole Wilson has always 
thrived on proving what he 
could do.

Wilson’s goal heading 
into his senior season was 
to prove to coaches that he 
was a Division I talent on 
the football field and could 
compete against the best 
teams in the country. 

Wilson went on to lead 
the Paetow receiving core in 
catches, yards and touch-
downs while helping the 
team win a state champion-
ship. 

His work culminated in a 
number of offers late in the 
season and after the state 
championship from Division 
I teams, and on Wednesday, 
Wilson made his choice in 
schools, signing to play at 
the University of the Incar-
nate Word. 

“It was kind of wild,” Wil-
son said. “I had to wait but I 
stayed patient, kept my faith 
in God and I kept playing, 
kept working. I knew every-

thing would happen for me 
if I did and thankfully I got 
recognized.”

Wilson made his pres-
ence known in every phase 
of the game he played in. 
Along with being Paetow’s 
leading receiver, he also 
returned punts for the team. 
On the year, he returned 
three punts for touchdowns 
and averaged over 15 yards 
per punt return.

He also amassed 51 
receptions for 998 yards and 
14 touchdowns receiving to 

go with two rushing touch-
downs in his senior year.

“I’ve been working for as 
long as I can remember for 
this,” Wilson said. “Since I 
was like two or three years 
old, I’ve been playing. When 
I hit high school, I knew it 
was time to really grind and 
work every day. I’m just glad 
it paid off.”

Wilson was drawn to 
UIW by the coaching staff 
and the ability to stay in 
Texas while competing at a 
high level school.

“The love the coaching 
staff gave me, it was just 
great from even before any-
thing,” Wilson said. “It was 
like a real personal connec-
tion and I felt really good 
with it. Then you add into 
that the kind of playbook 
they’re running and the area 
it’s in being in San Antonio, 
everything just fell in to 
place.”

Paetow head coach BJ 
Gotte had six players sign 
with collegiate programs 
during the February signing 
period, including Wilson 
and cornerback Michael Jor-
dan, and it meant everything 
to him as a coach to see his 
players move on to the next 
level and earn scholarships.

“I’m just proud of them, 
happy for them and excited 
for them,” Gotte said. “It’s 
the culmination of all their 
hard work and it’s paying off. 
To see them get to enjoy this 
moment with their family, 
it’s a pretty neat thing.”

It meant everything to 
Wilson for his hard work to 
have paid off and knowing 
that his goal of becoming 
a Division I athlete will 
become a reality.

“It’s the best feeling,” 
Wilson said. “We’ve been 
dreaming about this since 
forever, me and my family. 
So just to actually finally do 
it, to make it official, it felt 
great.”

“It’s the best feeling. 
We’ve been dreaming 
about this since 
forever, me and my 
family. So just to 
actually finally do it, 
to make it official, it 
felt great.”
—Kole Wilson, Paetow senior

TYLER TYRE

Kole Wilson signed to play football at the University of the Incarnate Word.
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“We’ve got a long way to go to 
get there,” said Jordan head coach 
Mike Rabe at the end of football 
season. “We have to have a good 
offseason, we have to have a good 
spring. We know what we’re up 
against coming into this district 
and it’s going to be really im-
portant to have this momentum 
rolling into it.”

Jordan will play its first ever 
varsity game in week three, when 
the team takes on Mayde Creek. 

“It’s going to be a lot of hard 
work and dedication,” Rabe said. 
“ As long as we get a big-time 
commitment from the kids, we’ll 
be all right.”

Paetow will play Conroe and 
Cy-Ranch before it plays its first 
district game.

“It’s been a process over the 
years to continually and incre-
mentally take steps over the years 
to get better from the time it was 
just freshman and sophomores to 
now,” Gotte said. “We’ve taken a 
systematic approach to prepare 

us to be able to give us the best 
chance of having success. Our 
kids are excited about it and they 
know they’ve got a big challenge 
ahead of them, but they’re work-
ing hard.”

Another intriguing matchup 
early in the season will be when 
Katy takes on Atascocita in week 1. 

The Paetow players are excited 
about the chance to take on other 
Katy ISD teams.

“We played Morton Ranch the 
past two years and you could just 
tell, when we got to that week, it 
was just a bit different,” Gotte said. 
“Those are the guys they grew up 
competing against. Those are the 
guys they were teammates with. 
To get to go compete in your own 
backyard against those teams you 
know, that gives you a bit of extra 
excitement. We tried to sched-
ule Katy ISD teams over the past 
couple years to at least give them 
a taste so when we got into it, we 
would be as prepares as we could 
be.”

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

CJ Dumas always knew he 
wanted to end up at an HBCU.

It wasn’t only about the 
athletics for Dumas, he 
wanted to end up at a college 
where he felt  he was at home. 
In the classroom, on the cam-
pus and around the students.

Prairie View A&M pro-
vided that for Dumas and 
on Wednesday, the Paetow 
senior officially signed his 
national letter of intent to play 
for the Panthers.

Dumas will be going from 
a championship program 
to another highly successful 
program, as Prairie View won 
the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference last season.

“It’s truly a great relief to 
know that all the work I put in 
throughout my entire life to 
get to this moment paid off,” 
Dumas said. “I get to play for 
a great program, they were 
Southwestern Conference 
champs last year. To finish my 
senior season with all the suc-
cess we had and then jump in 
to another great program is 
awesome.”

Dumas had a few offers 
heading into his senior season 
but wasn’t in love with any of 
the schools who had offered 
scholarships. Dumas used 
that as motivation to prove 
he belonged on the collegiate 
level and he picked up an of-
fer from the Panthers heading 
into the seventh week of the 
season. 

 “A lot of people, they don’t 
want to have to work and keep 
pushing to get the offers,” 
Dumas said. “But for me it 
just pushed me to work even 
harder and made me want 
to get to the next level. The 
whole season I just wanted to 
prove myself and it got me to 
this point.”

When Prairie View offered 
Dumas, he knew it would be 

near the top of his list, but 
once he visited the campus 
and met people there it be-
came a no doubter, especially 
once he knew that former 
Houston Oiler Bubba Mc-
Dowell would be the team's 
next head coach.

“You want to fall in love 
with the school itself, not the 
coaches, not the program 
but the school,” Dumas said. 
“Prairie View just has a truly 
rich culture. Being able to 
go to an HBCU has been a 
dream of mine from the very 
beginning. I feel like a lot of 
people discredit HBCU’s but 
the competition is just as great 
if not more so than a lot of 
these other programs. It’s just 
great to be able to go out there 
and compete for a school that 
wants me.”

Paetow head coach BJ 
Gotte has no doubt that Du-
mas will have success at the 

collegiate level.
“His leadership and his 

character are going to pay 
dividends for him,” Gotte 
said. “He was one of the main 
reasons we were even able 
to win a state championship 
this year. We lose CJ Dumas 
we aren’t able to do anything 
that we did this year. It will 
pay dividends for him. His 
maturity, work ethic and his 
commitment to his craft are 
going to have him do well.”

Dumas has only had a 
month away from football, but 
he’s already hungry to join the 
Panthers this summer and get 
to work.

“If I could suit up right 
now and get out there I 
would,” Dumas said. “Having 
this month off has been good 
but I’m ready to get back. I’m 
itching to get back on the field 
and get out there. I can’t wait 
to get up there and get suited 
up as quick as possible.”

Dumas’ journey leads 
to Prairie View A&M

NON-DISTRICT  
SCHEDULES

•  CINCO RANCH: Week 1: vs. College 
   Park; Week 2: vs. Klein Oak
•  KATY: Week 1: vs. Clear Springs; 
   Week 2: vs. Atascocita
•  MAYDE CREEK: Week 1: at 
   Westside; Week 2: vs. Waller
•  MORTON RANCH: Week 2: vs. Aldine 
   Eisenhower; Week 2: vs. 
   Kingwood Park
•  PAETOW: Week 1: vs. Conroe; 
   Week 2: vs. Cy-Ranch
•  JORDAN: Week 1: vs. Aldine Davis; 
   Week 2: vs. Kingwood
•  SEVEN LAKES: Week 1: vs. 
   Memorial; Week 2: vs. Klein
•  TAYLOR: Week 1: vs. Cy-Woods; 
   Week 2: vs. George Ranch
•  TOMPKINS: Week 1: vs. Cy-Ranch; 
   Week 2: vs. Bridgeland
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TYLER TYRE

CJ Dumas signed to play at Prairie View A&M University. 

ups, we were able to lock up and know 
what we had to do on defense. When 
we play like that, the offense just comes 
by itself.”

The Falcons fed off a crowd that was 
at max capacity and was louder than 
any Tompkins player had played in 
front of before. Behind the crowd and 
the motivation going into the game, 
Tompkins built a 17-11 lead after the 
first quarter.

“We lost to them by 15 last time, so 
it felt really good to get a comeback 
game,” said senior guard Carmelo 
Yakubu. “Even though we were down 
in the fourth quarter, even though we 
trailed four minutes into the game, we 
were locked in at all times. That’s how 
we got the win tonight.”

Tompkins knew that Seven Lakes 
would make runs, and the first of them 
came in the second quarter as the 
Spartans built a 21-17 lead heading 
into halftime. But that was something 
the Falcons were prepared for and they 
took back the lead in the third quarter 
as they scraped their way to a 32-31 
lead heading into the fourth, with the 
crowd roaring the whole way.

“I told the the team before the 

game, people in other professions, they 
don’t get to experience things that get 
as hype as this,” said Tompkins head 
coach Bobby Sanders. “There’s nothing 
like it. The guys fed off that and it was 
really fun to have our students come 
out and do what they did tonight.”

Seven Lakes regained the lead in 
the fourth and led with two minutes re-
maining, but Tompkins, led by Yakubu 
down the stretch, made the plays they 
needed to win the game.

“It’s what he does,” Sanders said. 
“He’s Draymond Green out there. He 
guards the other team’s best player, 
the handles the ball and he made huge 
free throws and layups for us down the 
stretch. He does anything and every-
thing you could ask of him.”

Yakubu finished the game with 18 
points, while Luke Coughran had 15 
and Clark had 9. 

“Luke was able to knock down some 
big shots in the second half,” Clark said. 
“He was off a little in the first half but 
I told him at halftime, you gotta keep 
shooting. He did and it paid off. He’s 
grown a lot, not just offensively but 
defensively as well. He played great 
defense today, it was amazing honestly. 

He was working and he did a great job 
on both end.”

The win ties Tompkins and Seven 
Lakes at the top of the District 19-6A 
standings with four district games 
remaining on the schedule for the 
regular season, meaning if both teams 
won out the rest of the way, they would 
be co-district champions.

“It was such a huge night,” Yakubu 
said. “If we lost this game then I don’t 
think we could have won district. Now 
we have another opportunity at it, we just 
have to show Texas who Tompkins is.”

District 19-6A
Tompkins 50, Seven Lakes 45
Points: (T) Carmelo Yakubu 18, 

Luke Coughran 15, Jason Clark 9, Sean 
DuBose 4, Nick Lancit 4; (SL) Tahaad 
Davis 19, AJ Bates 12, Josh Akpovwa 7, 
Grant Van Hoozer 3, Ethan Van Horn 3

Halftime: 21-17 Seven Lakes; 
3-pointers: (T) Coughran 4, Clark 2, 
Yakubu; (SL) Bates 2, Davis, Van Horn; 
Records: Tompkins 22-8, 8-1 ,Seven 
Lakes 28-4, 7-1

TYLER TYRE

Seven Lakes’ Tahaad Davis drives past Tompkins’ Carmelo Yakubu during 
Wednesday’s game at the Tompkins gym.
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Webb ready for challenge 
of D1 ball, signs with Tulane
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Kentrell Webb has always had a 
goal in mind through his high school 
career.

Find himself the best collegiate 
program that can help him continue 
his football career, not just through 
college, but potentially professionally.

Webb kept his options open 
through his senior season and even 
into the new year. Piling up offers from 
a number of programs and figuring out 
what would be the best fit for him.

Webb officially made his decision 
on Wednesday, as the Paetow senior 
signed to play football at Tulane Uni-
versity.

“It’s a great culture and for me it 
was like I was finding a new family,” 
Webb said. “They treated me like fam-
ily out there. I just felt like this was the 
place for me because of the way they 
treated me and the situation is good 
where I can come in and play. I want to 
elevate to the next level.”

Webb was instrumental in Paetow’s 
state title run last season and Paetow 
head coach B.J. Gotte called him the 
“heart and soul” of the defense a num-
ber of times.

 “He’s such a well rounded leader 
and athlete,” Gotte said. “The thing 
that was so impressive to me was 
watching him grow from the time he 
was in eighth grade to his senior year. 
The type of person and leader he has 
become, it just makes me really proud.”

Over the course of his senior year, 
Webb accumulated 46 tackles, 10 inter-
ceptions, six tackles for loss, one sack 
and one fumble recovery. 

“It’s been great this whole year, re-
ally a wild ride,” Webb said. “I’m just so 
grateful for my teammates and friends 
and family. It’s been a great year and a 
great season. I’m just ready to elevate it 
to the next level.”

Tulane made an impression on 
Webb, who was a three year starter for 
the Panthers.

“They have a really good strength 
program as well as football program,” 
Webb said. “As a person you have to 
think about the education, and it’s a 
really good education I’ll be getting. 
You get those two things together and 
it was an easy decision. I just felt like 
definitely I have to do it.”

Webb had offers from Texas State, 
Stephen F. Austin, Air Force and Hous-
ton Baptist among others. He will face 
competition as Tulane has also added 
two safeties through the transfer portal 
this offseason and is bringing in anoth-
er safety in their ’22 signing class.

But that is just more motivation for 
Webb, and he can’t wait to get to New 
Orleans and start to prove himself. 

“I’m feeling it, it’s great,” Webb said. 
“I’m ready to start getting workouts in 
and I’m already talking to the coaches 
about getting the playbooks and stuff. 
I’m just hoping to come in, play early 
and make my mark. I just want to 
prove myself and once I do, hopefully I 
can make it to the NFL.”

Buy Tickets Now!

FEBRUARY 18
The ARK by Norris

5:30 - 8:30pm

PARTY WAGON RAFFLE
benefiting

NACHYO.COM     #NOTT22

50 CRAFT TEQUILAS
GREAT FOOD 

FUN MUSIC
TASTING SEMINARS

TYLER TYRE

Kentrell Webb signed to play football at Tulane University. 
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185
INSTRUCTION

LAKE MANAGEMENT CO. 
IN KATY SEEKING LAKE 

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIAN. 
OUTSIDE WORK, HANDS-ON 
TRAINING, NO EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED. BENEFITS
AVAILABLE. GOOD STARTING 

PAY. APPLY IN PERSON
MON-FRI. 9AM TO 3PM

@ 4110 KATY HOCKLEY CUT
OFF RD., KATY, TX 77493,

TEL (281) 391-3688 

FOR SALE BY OWNER
7 Acres in beautiful Cat Spring area.  Highly 
sought after road frontage!  Large Live Oak 

trees and native pasture land.  45 minutes from 
Katy/Houston area, 30 minutes from Brenham.  

Shown by appointment. 
713-213-0257 or 832-244-9824

630
LOTS AND ACREAGE

630
LOTS AND ACREAGE

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a 
MB, and a MB/FB by 1776
Steakhouse Katy LLC, to be
located at 25220 Kingsland 
Blvd. Suite 10000, Katy, 
TX, 77494.   Officers of said
Corporation 1776 Steakhouse 
Katy LLC are Kalpesh Patel- 
member, Chad Craig-member, 
Anthony Petronella-member.

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a 
MB, and a MB/FB by Scholars 
and Scoundrels Elyson LLC, 
to be located at 6845 Peek Rd. 
Suite 100, Katy TX, 77493.  
Officers of said Corporation
Scholars and Scoundrels
Elyson LLC are Kalpesh Patel- 
member, Chad Craig-member, 
Anthony Petronella-member.

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a
Wine and Beer Retailer’s
Permit by Flavors on Fire LLC, 
to be located at 1806 Avenue 
D, Suite 102, Katy 77493, Fort 
Bend County, Texas. Owner of 
said corporation is Tim van Ee.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids, in duplicate, addressed to the City of Katy will be received at Katy
City Hall at 901 Avenue C, Katy, TX 77493 until 2:00p.m. local time, Friday,
February 18th, 2022 and then publicly opened and read aloud for CITY OF KATY 
- DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS along Fortuna Drive. Proposals received after
closing will be returned unopened. Bid opening will be in person at Katy City
Hall at 901 Avenue C, Katy, TX 77493 @ 2:15p.m. local time, Friday, February 
18th, 2022.

This project will be federally funded by the U.S. Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) Department through the Texas General Land Office (GLO), and
administered by the Harris County Community Services Department (HCCSD).
Bidders shall comply with regulations governing the CDBG Disaster Recovery
Program. Applicable requirements include, but are not limited to compliance with
the Davis-Bacon and Related Acts, Fair Labor Standards, Equal Employment
Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Section 3 of the HUD Act of 1968, and
contracting with small, minority, and disadvantage firms, as detailed in the
project manual.

The  project  involves the  removal  of  existing  asphalt  pavement  and  driveways, 
and installation of concrete roadways and driveways with 5’wide  sidewalks, 
various  size storm ranging from 24” to 48” and 10’ x 5’ RCB sewer ranging from 
24” to 48” and 10’ x 5’  reinforced  concrete  box  (RCB),  approximately 1,120  LF 
of 8”, 745 LF  of 12” water line and 295 LF of 12” sanitary sewer, traffic control,
and storm water pollution prevention.

A Non-Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held to review the scope of work 
on Thursday, February 10th, 2022 @ 2.00 pm using the online Zoom application. 
Web Application: Zoom https://zoom.us/  Call in: 346-248-7799 Meeting ID: 813 
8169 8463, Passcode: 413575

Each PROPOSAL shall be accompanied by a Bid Bond, the “bid security”, in
an amount not less than five (5) percent of the total amount bid, as a guarantee
that the successful bidder will enter into a proper Contract and execute Bonds
and Guaranty on the forms provided within ten days after the date Contract
Documents are received by the Contractor. Bid sureties will be returned to
all but the three lowest acceptable bidders the day of opening of PROPOSALS,
and the remaining bid sureties will be returned after execution of the Contract.
The successful bidder must furnish PERFORMANCE, PAYMENT, AND
MAINTENANCE BONDS on the forms furnished with the PROPOSAL, in
the amount of the total Contract price, from a surety company acceptable to the
Owner. Plans, specifications, and bid documents may be viewed and downloaded
free of charge (with the option to purchase hard copies) at the CivCastUSA
Website (www.CivCastUSA.com). Reproduction charges will apply according to 
CivCastUSA rates. The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all PROPOSALS
and to waive irregularities in the bidding. In case of ambiguity or lack of clearness
in stating the prices in the PROPOSAL, the Owner reserves the right to consider
the most advantageous construction thereof or to reject the PROPOSAL.
Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally determined
prevailing (DavisBacon and Related Acts) wage rate, as issued by the Texas
General Land Office – Community Development & Revitalization and contained
in the contract documents, must be paid on this project. In addition, the
successful bidder must ensure that employees and applicants for employment
are not discriminated against because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual identity,
gender identity, or national origin. The City of Katy is an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Section 3 Residents, Minority Business Enterprises, Small 
Business Enterprises, Woman Business Enterprises, and labor surplus area firms 
are encouraged to submit bids. All contractors/subcontractors who’s System for 
Award Management (SAM.gov) registration is not active or that are debarred, 
suspended or otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation on federal 
assistance programs may not undertake any activity in part or in full under this 
project. 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy,
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary;
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment,
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the 11th
Street Water Line Replacement Project, until 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 22, 2022.  Bids will, immediately
thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud in the City of 
Katy Council Chambers.  Any bids received after closing 
time will be returned unopened.

The project involves the installation of approximately 1,775 
L.F. of 8-inch water lines including valves, fire hydrants,
services connections as well as all labor, equipment,
materials, and incidentals required for the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option 
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state 
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).
c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
 of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
 within the maximum amount specified for such
 company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids
received.  The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to 
the Owner.  Owner reserves the right to award the contract 
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held to
review the scope of work.  The Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at the 
City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.  

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified applicants
will receive consideration for employment without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or national
origin.  Bidders on this work will be required to comply
with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented 
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at 
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download 
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will 
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be 
used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer 
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do so 
only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work and do 
not confer a license or grant for any other use. 
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Math Tutor
Katy ISD

Precalculus
Trig
Algebra II
Geometry
Algebra I
12 Years Tutoring:
Cinco Ranch, Taylor,
Tompkins
Credentials:
BS Electrical Engineering
MS Mathematics
MS Computer Science

832-858-2084
References available

$30 per hour

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Electronic Bids, addressed to Jones & Carter, Inc., attention Travis W. Miller,
PE, will be electronically received until 10:00 a.m. Local Time, Friday, February 
25, 2022, and then publicly opened and read for “Construction of Water, Sanitary, 
and Drainage Facilities in Sunterra Section 22 for Waller County Municipal Utility 
District No. 37, Waller County, Texas.”

The bids will only be received electronically through CivcastUSA. The
electronic bids will be publicly opened and read via conference call.
Physical bids will not be accepted.

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, large public gatherings are not
permitted by law. Bids will be publicly read aloud at the time bids are due
via teleconference call. The number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756.  Enter
access code 387-070-879# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: Water, Sanitary, and 
Drainage Facilities in Sunterra Section 22

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened. A
NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held on Friday, February 18, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m. Local Time, via teleconference call. The number for this call 
is:  1-832-856-3756.  Enter access code 292-851-377# when prompted.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check, 
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract 
and execute the Bonds on the forms provided, and provide the required insurance 
certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received 
by the Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents are on file at the following locations: 

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com.
Bidders must register on this website in order to view and/or download
specifications, plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this Project.  
There is NO charge to view or download documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects 
and irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid.  
The Successful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most 
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply 
to this Bid and/or Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be 
terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a 
requirement of that subchapter.

WALLER COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 37

NOTICE
TO THE AGENT IS NOTICE TO THE PRINCIPLE 
AND NOTICE TO THE PRINCIPLE IS NOTICE TO 
THE AGENT 

I, NIGEL HUNT SCHLEY, Nunc Pro Tune being of Husia/
Ousia Elohim the agent, fail not your oath, lest you will be 
called to answer before the highest court of International
Law. The terms and conditions of the Instrument/
Presentment [NOTICE] puts liability with you those
acting in concert with you, jointly and severally with the 
corporation involved with you. An unauthorized-use of 
the name Nigel Hunt Schley in all capital letters and/
or in Upper- and Lower-case lettering will be taken as 
a violation of my Privacy rights and/or Common-Law 
copyrighted property rights. 

The penalty for said unauthorized-use is set as follows: 
Principal Amount set at $1,000,000.00 (one million
dollars) per use. 

Find out what all your
friends are talking about

YOUR YOUR NEWS.
YOUR YOUR WAY. THE KATY TIMES

Follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access to

THETHE
KATY TIMESKATY TIMES

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?
Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.
To advertise, call us at

281-391-3141
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy,
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary;
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment,
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the 
FY 2022 Street Maintenance Project, until 3:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, February 22, 2022.  Bids will, immediately
thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud in the 
City of Katy Council Chambers.  Any bids received after
closing time will be returned unopened.

The project involves pavement repairs at various locations
within the City of Katy. The repairs will involve removal
of existing pavement and replacement with reinforced
concrete pavement, joint sealant, minor storm sewer
repairs, and all labor, materials and equipment required to 
perform the work.  This project also involves the restriping 
of Pin Oak Road from US 90 to Katy Flewellen Road.  

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option 
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state 
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).
c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
 of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
 within the maximum amount specified for such
 company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids 
received.  The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the 
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to 
the Owner.  Owner reserves the right to award the contract 
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held to
review the scope of work.  The Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at the 
City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.  

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified applicants
will receive consideration for employment without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or national
origin.  Bidders on this work will be required to comply
with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented 
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at 
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download 
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will 
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be
used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do 
so only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work
and do not confer a license or grant for any other use. 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy,
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary;
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment,
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the FY 
2022 Lift Station Wet Well Rehabilitation Project, until 
3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. Bids will,
immediately thereafter, be publicly opened and read 
aloud in the City of Katy Council Chambers.  Any bids 
received after closing time will be returned unopened.

This project involves the rehabilitation of the lift station 
wet well, internal walls of influent structure, and manholes 
with an approved spray-on corrosion resistant wall liner 
at the City of Katy Wastewater Treatment Plant, located 
at 25839 Interstate 10 Frontage Rd., Katy, TX 77494.  The 
purpose of the project is to restore the structural integrity 
of the lift station wet well structure and manholes to extend 
its useful life.  Mechanical and electrical improvements to 
the pumps, controls, valves, and piping are not part of this 
project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option 
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state 
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).
c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
 of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
 within the maximum amount specified for such
 company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids
received.  The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to 
the Owner.  Owner reserves the right to award the contract 
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held to
review the scope of work.  The Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at the 
City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.  

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified applicants
will receive consideration for employment without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or national
origin.  Bidders on this work will be required to comply
with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented 
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at 
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download 
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will 
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be 
used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer 
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do so 
only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work and do 
not confer a license or grant for any other use. 
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INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Electronic Bids, addressed to Jones & Carter, Inc., 
attention Cameron M. Miller, PE, will be electronically 
received until 10:00 a.m. local time, February 17th, 2022, 
and then publicly opened and read for “Construction of 
Water, Sanitary, Drainage, in Sunterra Section 37 & 
Collector D Segment 2 for Katy 1039, Ltd. on behalf of 
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 569, Harris 
County, Texas.”

The bids will only be received electronically bid through 
CivcastUSA. The electronic bids will be publicly opened 
and read via conference call. Physical bids will not be 
accepted.

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, large public 
gatherings are not permitted by law. Bids will be publicly
read aloud at the time bids are due via teleconference 
call. The number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756. Enter 
access code 458146680# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: 
Water, Sanitary, Drainage, and Paving Facilities.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned 
unopened. A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference 
will be held on February 10th, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Local 
Time, via teleconference call. The number for this call is: 
1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 967721468# when 
prompted.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents are on file at the
following locations:

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidders must register on this
website in order to view and/or download specifications,
plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this
Project. There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid. The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Owner’s judgment will be most advantageous to the Owner 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or
Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract
can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or
intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of that 
subchapter.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Board of Directors, 
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 171, will be 
received at the Elyson Café, 23623 Elyson Falls Dr, Katy, 
TX 77493, from 1:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. Local Time, Thursday, 
March 3rd, 2022, at which time all bids will be opened
and publicly read for the furnishing of all material,
equipment, labor and supervision necessary or incidental 
for Construction of “Elyson Basin K Trail Landscape”, 
Harris County, Texas.

Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not limited
to, the construction of sprinkler irrigation, grading
grassing, planting, and landscape maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned
unopened.

A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held on 
Thursday, February 17th, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Local Time, 
at the Elyson Café, 23623 Elyson Falls Dr, Katy, TX 77493.  
Bid will not be opened unless the bidder or a representative 
was present at the pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided,
and provide the required insurance certificates within
seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are
received by the Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from 
www.CivcastUSA.com: search the Project name.  Bidders
must register on this website in order to view and/or
download bid documents for this Project.  There is NO 
charge to view or download documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or
Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract
can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or
intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of that 
subchapter.

HARRIS COUNTY MUD 171

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Pulte, Homes of Texas, 
on behalf of Fort Bend Waller Counties Municipal Utility 
District No. 2, Attention Chett Wignall, Project Manager, 
will be received electronically until 11:00am, Monday 
February 21st, 2022 and then publicly opened and read 
for the construction of: “Water, Sanitary, and Drainage 
Facilities in Katy Court Section 1B” for Fort Bend Waller 
Counties MUD No. 2, Harris County, Texas.

The bids will only be received electronically bid through 
CivcastUSA. The electronic bids will be publicly opened 
and read via conference call. Physical bids will not be 
accepted. 

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, large
gatherings are not recommended. Bids will be publicly 
read aloud at the time bids are due via teleconference 
call. The number for this call is: 1-832-856-3756. Enter 
access code 328356158# when prompted.

Scope of work of the contract includes construction of
water, sanitary, and drainage facilities. The project is
located within the future Katy Court Development in
Harris County, TX. It is within the boundaries of Fort Bend 
- Waller Counties M.U.D. No. 2 and is in the City of Katy. 
It is approximately 900 feet south of the Clay Rd and Katy 
Hockley Cut Off Rd intersection. The project is located in 
Harris County, Key Map No. 444-G, 444-H, 444-L, and 
444-M.

Bids received after the closing time will not be accepted.
An OPTIONAL pre-bid conference will be held on
Friday, February 11th, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. Central Standard
Time, via teleconference. The number for this call is:
1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 977922885# when 
prompted. Attendance by each prospective bidder or its 
representative at the pre-bid conference is OPTIONAL.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided, 
and provide the required insurance certificates within
seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are
received by the Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents are on file at the
following locations:

Plans, specifications, and bidding documents are available 
at www.civcastusa.com. Said documents may be examined 
without charge in the office of Jones and Carter, Inc., 2322 
West Grand Parkway North, Suite 150, Katy, Texas 77449.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

PULTE, HOMES OF TEXAS obo FORT BEND WALLER 
COUNTIES MUD NO. 2
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TexSCAN Week of
Feb. 6-12, 2022

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION
California family has sunlit nursery awaiting 
newborn. Secure future, devoted grandparents, gentle 
pet. Generous living expenses paid. Andrew and Erin 
747-788-0260 or attorney 310-663-3467.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

EMPLOYMENT
Jourdanton Police – Now Hiring Texas Peace Officers 
– $2,500 sign-on incentive. TMRS Retirement, uniform 
allowance, certification pay, 13 paid holidays, zero cost 
health, insurance premium, FSA account, required 
equipment provided, competitive salary, dental/
vision policy and more. For complete details contact: 
ekaiser@jourdantonpd.net.

EVENTS
Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show – March 
4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas. THE Place to buy 
your new Boat or RV! See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 
Location! SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com.

Golden Triangle Home & Garden Show – 
March 4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas.   
EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME! See a multitude 
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location! 
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com. 

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
855-704-8579.

REAL ESTATE
Creekside at Camp Verde – Enjoy incredible Hill 
Country living! 5 Acre Creekfront or Creek Access 
Tracts. 20+ mile views. Prime location near Kerrville. 
45 minutes to SA. Hi-speed internet. Excellent 
financing. MUST SEE! Call 877-888-7579, Ext. 569. 
CreeksideatCampVerde.com.

The Canyons – Grand opening land sale! Sat. & Sun., 
Feb. 19 & 20, ½ to 1+ acre homesite. Spectacular luxury 
living in the Hill Country, high elevations, huge oaks, 
incredible views. Excellent bank financing, 877-333-
7925 x510, TheCanyonsTX.com or visit us at 23906 
Carina Canyon, San Antonio, TX 78255

Bonita Oaks Ranch – Final Release Land Sale! Sat. & 
Sun., Feb. 12 & 13. Prime North Texas location. 5-acre 
homesites from $79,900; 5 acres & new barndo shell 
only $124,900. Close to several casinos, high-speed 
internet. Excellent land financing 877-333-8830 x15, 
BonitaOaksTX.com.

Belle Oaks – Grand Opening Land Sale Sat. & Sun., 
Feb. 12 & 13. Gorgeous 1+ acre homesites just 15 
minutes to San Antonio. Highest elevation, spectacular 
views, big oaks. Excellent land financing. 866-999-
8966 x895, BelleOaksTX.com.

MEDICAL
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com 

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

THE Place to buy your new Boat or RV!

See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 Location!
SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com

See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 Location!See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 Location!

March
4-5-6

Ford
Park

Beaumont
Texas
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THIS SPACE JUST 
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141

debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
COPIERS

DIALYSIS

DO DIALYSIS IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR HOME!

www.athomedialysis.com
832-526-3338

-Staff Assist Dialysis/ License Nurses
-Peritoneal Dialysis and Home Hemodialysis
-1 on 1 Nursing Care
- HealthCare Team will come to you
-Bilingual staff/Spanish-speaking
-Telemedicine options
-24/7 on call team 
-All commercial insurance accepted
 Blue Cross Blue Shield, Aetna, Cigna, United Healthcare

TUTORING

Credentials:Credentials:
BS Electrical EngineeringBS Electrical Engineering

MS MathematicsMS Mathematics
MS Computer ScienceMS Computer Science

832-858-2084832-858-2084
References availableReferences available

$30 per hour$30 per hour

Math Tutor - Katy ISDMath Tutor - Katy ISD
Precalculus • Trig • Algebra II • Geometry • Algebra IPrecalculus • Trig • Algebra II • Geometry • Algebra I

12 Years Tutoring: Cinco Ranch, Taylor, Tompkins12 Years Tutoring: Cinco Ranch, Taylor, Tompkins

BUSINESS SERVICES

Established 1980, Incorporated 1994
https://JBCopiers.now.site

Sales Leasing Service Copiers & Shredders Etc… since 1980.
C: (281) 235-7008 - Jim Bobo (call / text) EM: cystine1@yahoo.com

• Color and B & W copiers
   by Kyocera
• Color Copiers by Canon
• Service warranty for UP
   TO TWO YEARS with toner
   enough for 20,000 copies.
• OEM Toner! / Authorized Svc.
   Trained / Guaranteed Service.

950
PUBLIC NOTICESFebruary 3

Puzzle Answers

WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Electronic Bids, addressed to Jones & Carter, Inc., attention Cameron M. 
Miller, PE, will be electronically received until 10:00 a.m. local time, February 
24th, 2022, and then publicly opened and read for “Construction of Water, 
Sanitary, and Drainage, in Sunterra Section 39 for Katy 1039, Ltd. on behalf of 
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 569, Harris County, Texas.”

The bids will only be received electronically bid through CivcastUSA. The 
electronic bids will be publicly opened and read via conference call. Physical 
bids will not be accepted.

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, large public gatherings are not 
permitted by law. Bids will be publicly read aloud at the time bids are due via 
teleconference call. The number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756. Enter access 
code 643088673# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: Water, Sanitary, Drainage, 
and Paving Facilities. 

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened. A
NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held on February 17th, 2022,
at 10:00 a.m. Local Time, via teleconference call. The number for this call is: 
1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 478405648# when prompted.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check, 
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract 
and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the required insurance 
certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received 
by the Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents are on file at the following locations:

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com.
Bidders must register on this website in order to view and/or download
specifications, plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this Project. 
There is NO charge to view or download documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects 
and irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid. 
The Successful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the Owner’s 
judgment will be most advantageous to the Owner and result in the best and most 
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply 
to this Bid and/or Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be 
terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a 
requirement of that subchapter.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy,
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary;
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment,
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the FY 
2022 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project, until 2:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, February 22, 2022.  Bids will, immediately
thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud in the City of 
Katy Council Chambers.  Any bids received after closing 
time will be returned unopened.

The project involves the rehabilitation of approximately
1,470 L.F. of existing 6-inch thru 8-inch sanitary sewer
lines by pipe bursting, manhole rehabilitation, services
reconnections as well as all labor, equipment, materials,
and incidentals required for the project.  This project also
includes one (1) Add Alternate.  Add Alternate No. 1
involves cleaning and television inspection of approximately
2,840 L.F. of existing 21” thru 24” sanitary sewer.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option 
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state 
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).
c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
 of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
 within the maximum amount specified for such
 company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids 
received.  The successful bidder must furnish Performance 
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to 
the Owner.  Owner reserves the right to award the contract 
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held to
review the scope of work.  The Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at the 
City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.  

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified applicants
will receive consideration for employment without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or national
origin.  Bidders on this work will be required to comply
with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented 
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at 
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download 
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will 
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be
used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do so 
only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work and do 
not confer a license or grant for any other use. 

NOW HIRING  
Texas Peace Officers

•TMRS Retirement
•Uniform Allowance
•Certification Pay
•13 Paid Holidays
•Zero Cost Health    
  Insurance Premium

•FSA Account
•Required Equipment  
  Provided
•Competitive Salary
•Dental/Vision Policy
•And More

For complete details contact: ekaiser@jourdantonpd.net

$2,500 sign-on incentive!

Join our team!

1-877-333-7925 x510 |TheCanyonsTX.com
or visit us at: 23906 Carina Canyon • San Antonio, TX 78255 

· Spectacular Luxury Living in the Hill Country 
· High Elevations • Huge Oaks • Incredible Views

EXCELLENT BANK FINANCING

½ to 1+ Acre homesites

grand opening land sale!
saturday & sunday | February 19 & 20

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

facebook.com/@thekatytimes

Find out what all 
your friends are 

talking about

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
THE

KATY TIMES

Find out what all 
your friends are 

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

thekatytimes
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TYLER TYRE

Jacob Brown signed to play football at Houston Baptist.

Brown overcomes 
injury, adversity 
to sign on with 
Houston Baptist
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Jacob Brown had to work to get himself an opportunity at the colle-
giate level.

The Paetow senior came into the season as a relative unknown to 
recruiters after backing up Damon Bankston his junior year. Brown 
knew he would have to show Universities what he was capable of and 
he did just that in his senior season, spearheading a rushing attack that 
helped lead Paetow to a state championship.

His effort started to pay off late in the season when teams took 
notice and after the state championship, Brown received a number of 
scholarship opportunities from schools.

The senior running back took his time finding the right place for 
him and signed his national letter of intent to play at Houston Baptist 
University on Wednesday.

“The education was the biggest thing for me,” Brown said. “It’s a 
great education and environment. As soon as I got there, the coaches 
and the players were so great and it felt like home. I knew it was exactly 
where I wanted to be.”

Brown didn’t have the normal recruitment experience for a most 
athletes. Many of his offers came pouring in after the state final, and it 
made for a difficult month of decision making for Brown.

“It was crazy, it wasn’t the normal recruitment experience wher you 
kind of get your junior and senior year to think about it,” Brown said. 
“It was really only the last few months of my senior season. With it be-
ing such a long season it kind of was the short end of the stick on trying 
to figure out where you want to go. But I found a place that’s home and 
I’m excited for what’s next.”

Brown was dominant in his senior season despite suffering an 
injury shortly before district play. He ended the season with 1558 yards 
rushing and 27 touchdowns, averaging over nine yards per carry and 
over 155 yards per game.

“The work was every day,” Brown said. “Not only physically but 
mentally, it’s wear and tear on your body. Day in and day out I just had 
to stay focused and determined. It paid off.”

Paetow head coach B.J. Gotte was extremely proud of what Brown 
did to accomplish his goals.

“His personal story is one that is unbelievable,” Gotte said. “The 
things that he has had to overcome over the last five years, you could 
probably make a movie about it. For him to be able to persevere 
through the different challenges that he and his family have had over 
the years is just a credit to his family, to his teammates and it’s a credit 
to his belief in himself. I’m so happy for him.”

It wasn’t just about football for Brown — the education he will be 
getting at Houston Baptist is the most important thing to him and he 
can’t wait for the opportunity.

“It just feels great,” Brown said. “It’s crazy, the last four years the 
stuff we’ve gone through, on and off the field. But I was able to do my 
part and the team did its part too. We won state, I get to go to college 
and I get a great education for free. It just feels amazing.”

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Paetow Panthers running back Jacob Brown (25) is tackled on a carry during the Class 
5A-Division I state football championship game between Paetow and College Station on 
December 17, 2021 in Arlington, Texas. 

BOYS
106 POUNDS
• 1st Place: Jackson Ham, Strake 
   Jesuit
• 2nd Place - Richie Walsh, Cinco 
   Ranch
• 3rd Place - Garry Dolgener, 
   Morton Ranch
• 4th Place - Tristan Nguyen, 
   Seven Lakes

113 POUNDS
• 1st place:  Jose Salinas, Seven 
   Lakes
• 2nd Place - Diego Lopez, 
   Tompkins
• 3rd Place - Luis Mavarez Loaiza, 
   Morton Ranch
• 4th Place - Travis Hutchison, Katy

120 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Jackson Herman, 
   Cinco Ranch
• 2nd Place - Ty Ferguson, Mayde 
   Creek
• 3rd Place - Fabian Mavarez 
   Loaiza, Morton Ranch
• 4th Place - Aidan Roy, Seven 
   Lakes

126 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Yaseen Refaie, Katy 
   Seven Lakes
• 2nd Place - Vicente Veloquio,  Katy
• 3rd Place - Vincent Echavarry, 
   Cinco Ranch
• 4th Place - Anthony Tritico, Katy 
   Taylor

132 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Owen Vaught, Katy
• 2nd Place - Raymond Marquez, 
   Morton Ranch
• 3rd Place - Raef Kaafarani, Taylor
• 4th Place - Chris Ortiz, Seven 
   Lakes

138 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Connor Timmons, Katy
• 2nd Place - Joshua Garcia, 
   Morton Ranch
• 3rd Place - Sergio LeFebvre, 
   Cinco Ranch
• 4th Place - Carter Demarchi, 
   Seven Lakes

145 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Jeremy Manibog, Katy
• 2nd Place - Sulaiman Mulla, 
   Seven Lakes
• 3rd Place - Colin Moore, Strake 
   Jesuit
• 4th Place - Everett Nichols, 
   George Ranch

152 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Juan Pablo Garcia, 

   Katy
• 2nd Place - Calvin Wang, Cinco 
   Ranch
• 3rd Place - Felix Vasquez, 
   Morton Ranch
• 4th Place - Braden Noll, Tompkins

160 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Michael Bone, Taylor
• 2nd Place - Samad Al-Khatib, 
   George Ranch
• 3rd Place - Matteo Nikolov, 
   Tompkins
• 4th Place - Kaiden Stassen, 
   Seven Lakes

170 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Mike Amico, Seven 
   Lakes
• 2nd Place - John Gabbanelli, 
   Strake Jesuit
• 3rd Place - Tomas Fuentes, 
   Cinco Ranch
• 4th Place - Marcus Schwartz, 
   Katy

182 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Paul Owino, Seven 
   Lakes
• 2nd Place - Kent Stovall, Strake 
   Jesuit
• 3rd Place - Aaron Amyx, Mayde 
   Creek
• 4th Place - Judson Mixon, 
   George Ranch

195 POUNDS
• 1st Place - TaShawn Matthews, 
   Seven Lakes
• 2nd Place - Landon Parrish, 
   Cinco Ranch
• 3rd Place - Sal Reyes of Katy
• 4th Place - Lucas Simoes, Taylor

220 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Ethan Holt, Strake 
Jesuit
• 2nd Place - Kyle Kerstann, 
Seven Lakes
• 3rd Place - Dimitrios 
Katsigiannis, Katy
• 4th Place - Lee Jones, George 
Ranch

285 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Rodney Trotter, Katy
• 2nd Place - Sam`Corious 
   O`Connor, Morton Ranch
• 3rd Place - Morris Baker, George 
   Ranch
• 4th Place - Blake Rogers, Seven 
   Lakes
 
GIRLS
• 1st Place - Kristen Bryant, 
   Tompkins 
• 2nd Place - Maria Valecillos, 
   Cinco Ranch 

• 3rd Place - Cheyenne Curiel, 
   Seven Lakes 
• 4th Place - Amy Soto of Katy 

119 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Annika Bruder, Seven 
   Lakes 
• 2nd Place - Juliana Zavala, 
   Tompkins 
• 3rd Place - Noelle Adams, Katy 
• 4th Place - Samantha Adigun, 
   Morton Ranch 

128 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Jemariah Ferguson, 
   Mayde Creek 
• 2nd Place - Tessa Brillhart, Katy 
• 3rd Place - Laisy Sanabria, 
   Seven Lakes 
• 4th Place - Zitlalhy Pena, Morton 
   Ranch 

138 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Shirit Holdeman, 
   Seven Lakes 
• 2nd Place - Catalina Silva, 
   Mayde Creek 
• 3rd Place - Natalie Miranda, 
   Taylor 
• 4th Place - Sophia Lynch, 
   Tompkins 

148 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Camryn Strohman, 
   Seven Lakes 
• 2nd Place - Sydney King, Cinco 
   Ranch 
• 3rd Place - Judea Higgins-
   Morris, Katy 
• 4th Place - Madison Dutcher, 
   Mayde Creek 

165 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Nina Amico, Seven 
   Lakes 
• 2nd Place - Abby Fonseca, Katy 
• 3rd Place - Emma Dutcher, 
   Mayde Creek 
• 4th Place - Julianna Salyards, 
   Tompkins 

185 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Annmarie Janssen, 
   Seven Lakes 
• 2nd Place - Nina Valdez, Taylor 
• 3rd Place - Karla Rodriguez, 
   Mayde Creek 
• 4th Place - Gabriela Marmolejo, 
   Katy 

215 POUNDS
• 1st Place - Rewa Chababo, 
   Mayde Creek 
• 2nd Place - Nolani Snagg, Seven 
   Lakes 
• 3rd Place - Jade Black, Taylor

Seven Lakes sweeps team 
titles in district wrestling

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes swept the 
team titles at the District 
9-6A wrestling meet on 
Friday.

The Spartans earned 
239 points on the boys 
side, while the girls 
earned 199 points as 
both took home gold at 
the meet.

Seven Lakes’ Mike 
Amico was named the 
boys wrestler MVP after 
winning the 170 pound 
weight class. Seven 
Lakes’ Kristen Bryant was 
named the girls wrestler 
MVP after winning the 
110 pound weight class. 
Seven Lakes’ Jim Gumm 
was named the boys as-
sistant head coach of the 
year and Mayde Creek’s 
Amanda Kelso was 
named the girls assistant 
coach of the year after 
helping the Rams to a 
second place finish at the 
girls meet.

Seven Lakes’ Michael 
Demarchi was named 
both the boys and girls 
head coach of the year.

Following are the re-
gional qualifiers from the 
District 9-6A meet. 

COURTESY RYAN DUNSMORE | FORT BEND HERALD

The Seven Lakes boys and girls wrestling teams celebrate after winning the team titles at the 
District 9-6A meet.

Seven Lakes’ Michael Demarchi was named 
both the boys and girls head coach of the 
year.

Mayde Creeks' Amanda Kelso was named 
the girls assistant coach of the year.

Seven Lakes’ Kristen Bryant was named the 
girls wrestler MVP. 
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Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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her teammates involved when she 
was focused in on by the Seven 
Lakes defense. 

“They didn’t double team me 
at all at first so I kept attacking,” 
Spencer said. “Once we got into 
the second half they started 
doubling me and I knew I’d have 
someone open every time if they 
did that. I just kept looking, kept 
my eyes up and made the right 
reads.”

Spencer has continued to 
grow in her game even within the 
season. There was a stretch in the 
year where she was firing up too 
many three pointers and wasn’t 
getting in the paint or to the foul 
line enough. After an adjustment 
in her game, she’s now scored 20 
or more in four straight games.

“Ever since then, she’s taken 
off,” Ray said. “She’s starting to 

understand, 'okay, they’re giving 
me this then I’ll take it.' It’s a 
testament to her because she’s 
allowing us to coach her and she 
just continues to get better.”

Tompkins trailed at halftime, 
but only allowed four points in the 
third quarter as they continued to 
pull away in the second half. 

The Falcons made a concerted 
effort to slow down Justice Carl-
ton, who scored 38 in the team’s 
last meeting, and they held her to 
just 13 points and five points in 
the second half. 

“From the start, we knew the 
gameplan was to not let Justice 
touch the ball,” said Tompkins 
junior Fiyinfoluwa Adeleye, who 
was tasked with guarding Carlton 
for a large majority of the game. 
“Their offense runs through her, 
so we knew if we stopped what 

she wanted to do offensively 
that it would all come together. 
We knew as a team that we had 
to make sure we knew where 30 
was at all times, and it worked 
perfectly.”

Adeleye also chipped in with 
eight points while freshman Ri-
hanna DeLeon added nine points 
on three three pointers.

The win makes things even in 
the race for the district title, as 
both Seven Lakes and Tompkins 
have suffered two district losses. 
With one game to go in the district 
schedule for Tompkins and two 
for Seven Lakes, it looks as if the 
teams will be heading towards 
needing a tiebreaker to determine 
the top seed for playoffs.

“It was such a huge win for us,” 
Adeleye said. “The past two years 
we’ve gone undefeated in district 

and won district, and I was part of 
those teams. I want to be a district 
champion again, to have that 
feeling. We all want that feeling, 
and it was huge to go out and get 
the win.”

District 19-6A
Tompkins 55, Seven Lakes 45

Points: (T) Macy Spencer 26, 
Rihanna DeLeon 9, Fiyinfolu-
wa Adeleye 8, Brooklynn Nash 
6, Gabby Panter 4, Kennedy 
Bourque 2; (SL) Justice Carlton 
13, Caitlyn Quintero 9, Summer 
Halphen 9, Cailyn Tucker 8, Alex 
Kainer 6

Halftime: Seven Lakes 30-
28; 3-pointers: (T) DeLeon 3, 
Spencer; (SL) Quintero 2, Tucker 
2, Kainer 2, Halphen; Records: 
Tompkins 30-3, 8-2; (SL) 28-6, 8-2

TYLER TYRE

Tompkins’ Brooklynn Nash shoots a layup during 
Tuesday’s game against Seven Lakes at the Seven 
Lakes gym.
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