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City declines to act on Franz Court rezoning
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

The Katy City Council Monday 
updated its zoning ordinances as 
part of a forthcoming and revised 
comprehensive plan. However, 
it declined to move in a zoning 
change case involving nine houses 
near the southwest corner of the 
Franz Court-Avenue D intersection.

In the case, residents of those 
houses requested that the city 
change the zoning classification 
from residential to commercial. 
They had done so in part because, 
resident and former Ward A Coun-
cil Member Gary Jones said their 
properties are equal to the other 
commercially zoned houses.

The proposal died due to a lack 
of a motion from a council mem-
ber to consider it.

The zoning changes approved 
by the council ensure that the 
commercially zoned houses can 
keep that status so long as the 
commercial use does not change. 
A house now zoned as commercial, 
and being used as an office, cannot 
be replaced with a gas station, for 
example.

“It’s a happy medium,” Council 
Member-at-Large and Mayor Pro 
Tem Chris Harris said. “We tried 
to make the status quo better for 
residents.”

The council at its April 11 
meeting denied the request. City 
staff recommended denial, saying 

that the commercial zoning district 
land uses were being updated —
which they were Monday — as part 
of the city’s comprehensive plan. 
That plan is expected to include 
future land use projections and 
maps. The city’s planning and zon-
ing commission denied the request 
at its Feb. 8 meeting.

City officials were expected to 
hold a discussion about the com-
prehensive plan Tuesday evening, 
after press time.

The map at right depicts the homes (circled) 
that are zoned as residential, but for which 
its residents requested commercial zoning to 
match the homes across the street. 

CITY OF KATY

Hurricane 
prep should
begin now
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

This year marks the five-
year anniversary of Hurri-
cane Harvey, which hit Texas 
in August 2017. Hurricane 
season officially begins June 
1, and officials are encourag-
ing residents to begin their 
preparations.

Better to be prepared, 
with no storms, than the 
other way around.

One couple is helping 
local residents prepare in a 
big way — specifically, an 
LMTV M1078 Deuce-and-a-
half truck.

Aaron and Rosemary 
Jackson are founders of 
ARHTX Army, a non-profit 
dedicated to educating the 
community about hurricane 
preparedness.

“We were out in Harvey 
with our lifted GMC 2500 
pulling cars out of ditches, 
rolling through high water 
to help people fleeing their 
homes, but we realized 

it wasn’t enough,” Aaron 
Jackson said. “We knew we 
needed to do more.”

The Jacksons found the 
vehicle, which they named 
“General Max” in honor of 
General Maximus Decimus 
Meridius from the movie The 
Gladiator. Meridius never 
gave up and aided others 
with their survival.

General Max, the truck, 
can hold up to 20 people. 
The Jacksons added a 25,000-
lb. winch and solar panels 
providing on board electri-
cal backup for any type of 
medical device or emergency 
equipment creating a vehicle 
that can operate with de-
pendability in any high-wa-
ter disaster. The truck would 
be used to move people to 
designated shelters in an 
emergency.

Having such a truck—and 
hoping it never has to be 
used—is one thing. But the 
Jacksons worked to develop 
relationships with first re-
sponders as well. Such rela-

tionships with Houston Fire 
and Rescue and with Harris 
County Pct. 5 Constable Ted 
Heap enable the Jacksons 
to bring current hurricane 
preparedness knowledge to 
the community.

The Jacksons are work-
ing to make a difference by 
bridging the gap between 
first responders and those 
in need. Such activities 
involved educating chil-
dren and those most at risk, 
informing them of what to 
do before, during and after a 
hurricane or flooding event.

“We’re the couple you 
don’t want to see in front of 
your home,” Aaron Jackson 
said, smiling. That would 
mean high water had immo-
bilized you and we would be 
your lifeline to safety.”

Rosemary Jackson offered 
these tips, which are listed in 
the CDC guidelines.

• Have an emergency 
food and water supply.

Husband 
charged with 
wife's murder 
dies in Harris 
County Jail
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Benjamin Pierce, charged with 
murder in the stabbing death of his 
wife Leslie Ann Pierce, died Saturday 
morning at the Harris County Jail, 
sheriff’s deputies said.

Pierce was found unresponsive in 
his cell. Deputies said lifesaving mea-
sures were taken but unsuccessful. 
Pierce was taken to a local hospital 
where he was pronounced dead.

Deputies said Pierce was in a sin-
gle-man cell for most of the time he 
was in custody. No apparent signs of 
trauma or foul play were found. Dep-
uties said an independent investiga-
tion would be performed, as required 
by state law.

Deputies said Pierce, 39, told them 
Friday that he stabbed his wife. The 
stabbing occurred in the 3200 block 
of Painted Meadow Circle near Fry 
Road.

The couple have a seven-year-old 
child who was inside the residence 
when the incident occurred. Deputies 
said the child was unharmed.

Deputies said the couple argued 
about a divorce and child custody 
before the incident.

DPS reminds 
drivers to 
buckle up, 
drive safely 
for holiday
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Memorial Day is the unofficial 
kickoff to summer, and the Texas 
Department of Public Safety (DPS) 
is reminding drivers to celebrate 
safely as they enjoy their holiday. 
From Monday through May 30, the 
Texas Highway Patrol will partici-
pate in Click It or Ticket, as well as 
Operation CARE (Crash Awareness 
Reduction Effort).

Click It or Ticket is an enforce-
ment campaign that encourages 
people to wear their seat belts. 
Operation CARE is a specialized 
campaign in which troopers look for 
drivers who are speeding, intoxicat-
ed or violating other laws. Troopers 
will also watch for drivers not com-
plying with the state’s Move Over, 
Slow Down law.

“Memorial Day always means 
busy highways across the state, and 
we encourage all drivers to take 
their time to get to their destinations 
safely,” DPS Director Steven McCraw 
said. “By following traffic laws, 
paying attention to other drivers and 
buckling your seat belt, we can all do 
our part to make the roads as safe as 
possible and enjoy the long Memori-
al Day holiday.”

During the 2021 Memorial Day 
campaign, troopers issued more 
than 115,700 citations and warnings. 
This includes 6,513 citations for 
speeding; 1,860 for no insurance; 
and more than 1,200 citations for 
individuals without seat belt or child 
seat restraints. DPS also arrested 
445 people on DWI charges, 333 
fugitives and 667 people for other 
felony charges.

DPS encourages drivers to follow 
these safety tips during Memorial 
Day weekend and beyond.

• Don’t drink and drive. Make 
alternate plans if you are consuming 
alcohol.

• Move Over or Slow Down for 
police, fire, EMS, Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) vehicles 
and tow trucks stopped on the side 
of the road with emergency lights 
activated. Show the same courtesy 
to fellow drivers who are stopped on 
the side of the road. So far in 2022, 
there have been 3,423 violations.

• Buckle up everyone in the 
vehicle — it’s the law.

• Slow down, especially in bad 
weather, heavy traffic, unfamiliar 
areas or construction zones.

• Eliminate distractions while 
driving, including the use of mobile 
devices. Texas law prohibits the use 

With hurricane season approaching, 
here’s the truck you hope never to see

See DRIVING, page A3See PREPARE, page A3

Hurricanes such as 
Harvey, pictured here, 

are a reality of life on the 
Gulf Coast. Officials are 

urging residents to begin 
their preparations.

PEXELS
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. English river
  5. Particular part of something
11. Cool!
14. Welsh for John
15. Given name meaning “great
      spirit”
16. Wrath
17. Social occasion
19. Mechanical belt
20. __ de la __
21. Commands
22. Body part
23. Caught sight of
25. Funeral car
27. Skin infection
31. Sometimes they “burn”
34. Russian river
35. Famed soap opera character
      Kane
38. Pie _ __ mode
39. Endangered
41. Socially inept person
42 Romanian river
44. Swerve
45. Monetary unit of Samoa
46. A type of approach to
      please
49. Form of Hebrew name for
      God
51. “Carry On My Wayward
      Son” rockers
55. A team’s best pitcher
56. A woody climbing plant
60. Long, edible marine fish

61. Human rights group in
      Africa (abbr.)
62. Data
64. Corporate bigwig
65. Climbs
66. Relating to the ear
67. Commercials
68. You need it to eat
69. Political extremists

CLUES DOWN
  1. Reconnaissance (Brit.
      military)
  2. Asserts to be the case
  3. Starchy food made of dried
      orchid tubers
  4. Foes
  5. Rheumatoid arthritis score
  6. Ruler of Iran
  7. The top of the head
  8. Lilly and Manning are two
  9. Purchase attire for
10. Glittering with gold or
      silver
11. The bank of a body of
      water
12. Regions
13. Makes tractors
18. Adult beverage
24. Force unit
26. Swiss river
28. Cater to
29. Woody climbing plants
30. Seems less impressive
31. Consume

32. Boxing’s GOAT
33 Southwestern farmers
36. Beverage holder
37. A way to deteriorate
39. Judge
40. Norse explorer __ the Red
43. Farm resident
45. One who helps to govern
47. Plant-eating ground bug
48. History Finnish county

49. Conifer native to Jamaica
50. Longed
52. Small Japanese city
53. Arum family plant
54. Puts together in time
57. From a distance
58. __ contendere: no contest
      plea
59. Region
63. Mountain Standard Time

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

will be closed on 

Monday, May 30, 2022
in observance of

Memorial Day
Deadline for display advertising and editorial copy for
June 2, 2021 publication is Thursday, May 26, 5 p.m.

Deadline for classified line ads is Friday, May 27, Noon.

Honoring Their Sacrifice.
Remembering Their Lives. Celebrating Their Memory.

COMMUNITY

JUNE 4
BREAKFAST WITH OUR VETERANS

Come and join the American Legion Post 164 on 
the first Saturday of every month for Breakfast with 
our Veterans at Katy Elks Lodge, 1050 Katy Fort 
Bend Road. The event is from 7-10 a.m. and is all 
you can eat. Cost is $9 for adults, $4 for kids under 
12 and free for little ones.

HOLISTIC MARKET
Local vendors, intuitive readers, and classes, 

among other attractions at Serene Beans, 5609 3rd 
St. The event is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. No cost.

LEARN EMBROIDERY
McDougal Sewing Center will host a class on 

basic embroidery using a sewing machine. These 
classes are open to beginners and intermediate 
students. Students are encouraged to bring their 
own sewing machine in addition to other supplies. 
Cost is $75.

The event is from 1-3 p.m. at McDougal Main 
Store, 20141 Park Row. For more information, call 
281-347-0453 or visit the website mcdougalsew-
ing.com.

DIAMOND RIO TO PERFORM
Diamond Rio will perform at Mo’s Place, 21940 

Kingsland Blvd. Standing room only tickets are 
$20, reserved and day of show tickets are $25. For 
more information and to purchase tickets, visit 
outhousetickets.com or call 281-392-3499.

JUNE 7
HOUSTON GRAND OPERA STORY TIME

Storytelling like you’ve never heard it before 
takes center stage as an opera singer presents an 
engaging and enjoyable introduction to opera for 
students in Pre-K–2nd grade. This program brings 
singing storytellers to your school or library for 
an hour of fun. The event is at 3 p.m. at the Katy 
Library, 5414 Franz Road.

JUNE 8
FULSHEAR KATY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Chuck Martinez, president/CEO of the Katy 

Area Economic Development Council, is the guest 
speaker at the Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of Com-
merce June meeting.

Networking begins at 7:30 a.m., with the meeting 
beginning at 8 a.m. at Parkway Fellowship 27043 
FM 1093, in Richmond. No cost to attend. For more 
information, call the chamber at 832-600-3221.

JUNE 9
KATY AREA CHAMBER INFRASTRUCTURE SUMMIT
The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce hosts an 

infrastructure summit, at which local officials will 
discuss the state of local infrastructure.

The summit is set for 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Em-
bassy Suites, 16435 Katy Fwy.

City Administrator Byron Hebert will speak 
about Katy city mobility bonds at 8:30 a.m. Former 
Harris County Judge Ed Emmett will give the key-
note address at 11:30 a.m.

Half-day ticket is $50, full-day ticket is $100, 
corporate table of four is $500, supporting sponsor 
admission is $1,000 and title sponsor admission is 
$2,500. For more information, call the chamber at 
281-391-5289.

JUNE 10
KATY SUMMER NIGHTS MOVIES IN THE PARK

Get together with your friends, family, and 
neighbors of the community to watch Sing 2 at 
VFW Park. Grab chairs or a blanket, some bug spray, 
and warm up your signing voice for this night 
of fun. Kick off the night with some pre-movie 
activities, mini donuts available for purchase and 
free popcorn. Then settle in after dark (around 8:30 
p.m.) to enjoy a movie full of good music and fun 
characters.

Attendees can bring chairs, blankets, food/
drinks. No glass, alcohol or pets, however. An adult 
must accompany all minors. The event takes place 
in VFW Park, 6202 George Bush Dr.

TWIRL LIKE STEVIE
Nightbird, a Fleetwood Mac tribute band, will 

perform at Central Green Park, 23501 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd. The band performs songs from Fleetwood 
Mac’s discography and Stevie Nicks’ solo career in 

full costume and character.
The event is from 7:30-9:30 p.m. and is free. For 

more information, call 713-332-0161 or visit the 
website nightbirdofficial.com.

JUNE 11
DESPERADO TO PERFORM

Desperado, an Eagles tribute band, will perform 
at the Wildcatter Saloon, 26913 Katy Freeway. 
Tickets start at $5. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, visit the website wildcattersaloon.
com.

JUNE 12
LACENTERRA FARMERS MARKET

Local vendors and artisans sell their goods at the 
Heritage Square.

The event takes place from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Sunday of the month 
at 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. No cost. To become a 
vendor, email customer@yourneighborhoodfarm-
ersmarket.com.

JUNE 17
CITY OF BROOKSHIRE JUNETEENTH FESTIVAL 2022

The City of Brookshire hosts its 2022 Juneteenth 
Festival at Hovas Park on Hovas Lane in Brookshire.

The festival features prizes, along with a Zydeco 
contest, basketball and volleyball tournaments, a 
mini-carnival, waterpark, children’s activities and 
fireworks show.

Admission is free. Vendors are asked to call 281-
475-5050.

JUNE 18
CANE ISLAND LOCAL MARKET

Vendors are bringing artisan crafts, homemade 
goods, health and wellness goods, coffee, food 
and more. The event is set for 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the Cane Quarter, 2100 Cane Island Pkwy. For more 
information, email info@localmarketmaker.com.

RUN FOR BEER
The 5K Beer Run, sponsored by No Label Brew-

ing, will be walker and stroller friendly. Registered 
runners will receive a t-shirt, a pint glass and a beer 
flight. Event proceeds benefit the Rotaract Club of 
West Katy. Cost ranges from $45-$65.

The event begins at 8 a.m. at No Label Brewing 
Co., 5351 First St. For more information, call 713-
332-0161 or visit the website runintexas.com/
beerrun.

HAYDEN BAKER AT WILDCATTER
Katy’s own Hayden Baker will perform at the 

Wildcatter Saloon, 26913 Katy Freeway. Tickets 
start at $10. For more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit the website wildcattersaloon.com.

KATY MARKET DAY
The monthly Katy Market Day features vendors, 

a food truck, beer garden, entertainment, and 
inflatable attractions for children's entertainment. 
The event is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in historic 
Downtown Katy. For more information, call Betsy 
Proctor at 281-391-1993.

JUNE 27
LINE DANCE FOR FITNESS

Norma Perez of Swaybody and Fitness will host a 
line dance and cardio class at Cane Island Commu-
nity Center’s yoga studio. The class will teach line 
dancers the “Footloose” line dance, “Copperhead 
Road” line dance and a bonus surprise at the end. 

Spaces are limited.
The event is set for 5:30-7 p.m. at Cane Island 

Community Center’s yoga studio, 2100 Cane Island 
Pkwy. Cost is $15. For more information, call 832-
267-8944.

JUNE 30
ACHIEVING A WORK-LIFE BALANCE

Working women are encouraged to believe that 
the perfect balance between work and home life is 
a myth. Sheila Garcia of Life as She Does It, who will 
speak on how women can balance their work and 
home lives, and excel in both.

The event is set for 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Katy Area Chamber office, 814 East Ave., Suite 
G. Cost is $25 for members, $40 for prospective 
members, and $250 for title sponsors. For more 
information, Call the chamber at 281-391-5289.

COURTESY PHOTO

Diamond Rio will take the stage at Mo's Place, 21940 Kingsland Blvd., on June 4. Tickets are $25.
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Must present coupon. Not valid with other offers.
Expires 4/30/2022

$199

On Site Alterations
Lowest Prices in Town!

Family Owned & Operated
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

281-391-8700
6193 Highway Blvd.

In Tiger Square * Katy
Mon-Fri 7 am to 7 pm

Sat 8 am to 5 pmof

2021
2nd Place

DRY CLEAN
(Most Regular Garments)

SAME DAY SERVICE
IN BY 9 / OUT BY 5

Must present coupon. Not valid with 
other offers. Expires 4/30/2022

$299
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

other offers. Expires 4/30/2022

WEDDING 
GOWNS
Cleaned &
Preserved
$2500

OFF

SAME DAY
SERVICE

IN BY 9 – OUT BY 5!
Pickup and delivery available

of portable wireless devices to read, 
write or send an electronic message 
unless the vehicle is stopped. If you’re 
using a navigation device or app, have 
a passenger operate it so you can keep 
your eyes on the road.

• Drive defensively, as holiday travel 
can present additional challenges.

• On multi-lane roads, use the left 
lane for passing only. Not only is it 
courteous driving and avoids impeding 
traffic, Texas law requires slower traffic 
to keep to the right and to use the left 
lane for passing only (when posted).

• Don’t cut in front of large trucks 
and try not to brake quickly in front of 
them. They can’t maneuver as easily as 
passenger vehicles and pickup trucks.

• If you can Steer It, Clear It: If you 
are involved in a non-injury crash and 
your vehicle can be moved, clear the 
traffic lanes to minimize traffic impact. 
Leaving vehicles in a traffic lane increas-
es traffic congestion and leaves those in-
volved with an increased risk of harm or 
a secondary wreck. On some highways, 
if you don’t move your vehicle when it’s 
safe to do so, it’s against the law.

• Keep the Texas Roadside Assis-
tance number stored in your phone. 
Dial 1-800-525-5555 for any type of as-
sistance. The number can also be found 
on the back of a Texas Driver License.

• Check your vehicle to make sure 
it is properly maintained and always 
ensure your cargo is secure.

• Report hazards or anything suspicious 
to the nearest law enforcement agency.

• Monitor weather and road condi-
tions wherever you are traveling. For 
road conditions and closures in Texas, 
visit the website drivetexas.org.

from page A1
DRIVING

from page A1
PREPARE

• Have an emergency medicine 
supply.

• Make sure you have power sources 
such as flashlights and batteries. Have 
a battery backup charger for your 
phone. That can be a great source of 
information and communication.

• Have a fire extinguisher.
• Have a plan for safe evacuation if 

necessary. Know where you’ll go, how 
you’ll get there and where you’ll stay.

• Have a battery powered radio to 
keep up with announcements.

The Jacksons offer these tips for 
dealing with rain events:

• Stay informed by listening to local 
news or weather channels.

• Never walk, swim or drive through 
floodwater.

• Call 911 for a medical emergency 
or immediate evacuation.

• If you’re in danger and need 
rescuing, you can also call the Hous-
ton command center of the U.S. Coast 
Guard: 281-464-4851, -4852, -4853, 
-4854 and -4855.

• Make a Go Kit. Such a kit includes 
personal items and important docu-
ments such as passports, flood insurance 
information, and appropriate medical 
documents. Such a kit should also in-
clude clothing, toiletries, medicine, three 
days of nonperishable food, cash and 
credit cards, a multipurpose tool, rain 
gear, batteries and flashlights, cell phone 
and chargers, work gloves. Including 

reading material, or even a deck of cards, 
is a good thing.

• Stay calm and move to higher 
ground until help can arrive, not in an 
attic, but somewhere the responders 
can see you.

Katy-area residents can stay in-
formed through an automated alert 
notification system set up by the city. 
Enrollment is free and can be done 
through the city’s website, the abbre-
viated URL for which is https://bit.
ly/3sTqg3u.

The system, launched in 2019, 
sends emergency and official city 
information through email, text and 
voicemail messages. While one does 
not have to be a Katy city resident to 
enroll, one must use a Katy address 
when enrolling.

Katy Emergency Management Co-
ordinator Greg Goedecker said people 
should also follow the National Hur-
ricane Center, the National Weather 
Service, and the Harris County Flood 
Control District for updates.

The printed version of the “Tompkins graduate appears 
in TV commercial” story (May 19) in some instances 
incorrectly spells Rimi's name. The Times regrets the error.

DID YOU KNOW?
Katy-area residents can 
stay informed through an 
automated alert notification 
system set up by the city. 
Enrollment is free and can 
be done through the city’s 
website, the abbreviated 
URL for which is  
https://bit.ly/3sTqg3u.

AARON JACKSON

Harris County Pct. 5 Constable Ted Heap, third from left, Rosemary Jackson, fourth from left, and Aaron Jackson pose with others in front of a rescue truck the Jacksons 
purchased—but hope never to use—for hurricane victim rescue operations. 
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By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Harris County Commission-

er for Precinct 3 Steve Radack 

will not be seeking reelection in 

2020, he 

confirmed 

by phone 

on Friday. 

Radack said 

he would 

be leaving 

the position 

after more 

than 30 

years to try 

to get voters 

more energized and informed 

about issues facing the county.

“I plan on being involved 

in public service. For 46 of the 

last 50 years I’ve been involved 

in public service. Frankly, I’m 

going to be working hard to try to 

inform the voters of how critical a 

situation we have with the [Harris 

County] Commissioners Court.”

School districts such as Katy 

ISD need the commissioners 

court to create infrastructure that 

will lead to their success such as 

roads and solid law enforcement, 

Radack said. He also expressed 

concern regarding County Judge 

Lina Hidalgo and the rest of the 

commissioners court pulling 

about $4.8 million combined 

from Precinct 3 and Harris Coun-

ty Commissioner Jack Cagle’s 

Precinct 4 and giving those funds 

to Precincts 1 and 2 in August of 

this year for mobility projects. 

Radack and Cagle teamed up 

in October to block a quorum 

in the commissioners court and 

force a tax rate decrease, ac-

cording to county records. State 

law requires that at least four 

commissioners be present when 

a tax increase is being discussed. 

Radack and Cagle both missed 

the meeting in order to allow the 

law to push forward a tax rate 

decrease for the county. 

“[The other commissioners] 

tried to raise taxes as high as they 

could without requiring a vote 

by the people,” Radack said. “I 

saw people really concerned by 

the tax increase. We go into the 

year 2020 with Cagle and I doing 

Radack  
leaving 
county 
position

STEVE  
RADACK

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Katy Area Retired Educators hosted Morton Ranch 

High School’s JaZZ’d show choir in their Dec. 11 

monthly meeting. The education retirees group is 

also moving forward with a book drive program and 

collecting money to distribute to Katy ISD seniors 

through its scholarship program.

“When I retired from Katy ISD, I wanted to still stay 

in touch with the students,” said KARE’s community 

service chair Jamie Wolman. “I was a mentor in the 

Keys mentor program for Katy ISD at the elementary 

level. Today, I had the pleasure of seeing one of the 

students I mentored, at the KARE meeting, as she sang 

in the Morton Ranch High School JaZZ’d Choir.”

The choir performed a variety of acapella holiday 

classics in different styles including “Baby it’s Cold 

Outside.” The choir was directed by David VanWyk.

KARE pushes for books and scholarships

COURTESY KARE

The JaZZ’d show choir from Morton Ranch High School provided entertainment at the Dec. 11 Katy Area Retired 

Educators monthly meeting. Retired teachers were excited to see former students singing in the choir and enjoyed a 

medley of Christmas classics.

See KARE, page A5

UPGRADES
Katy ISD appoints 2 principals and approves bus initiatives

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

The Katy ISD Board of Trustees 

passed two measures related to bus-

ing services at its Dec. 16 meeting. 

The board also appointed principals 

to head Fielder Elementary at 2100 

Greenway Village Drive, Katy and 

elementary #43 at 6631 Greenwood 

Orchard Drive, Katy.

 
A matter of principals

“It is an honor to be a principal in 

Katy ISD. It is an even bigger privi-

lege to have the opportunity to open 

a brand-new school. I look forward 

to connecting with the families in 

the elementary #43 community,” 

Euberta Lucas said. 

Lucas was appointed by unan-

imous vote to run elementary #43 

while Marc Kampwerth was ap-

pointed to head Fielder Elementary 

school. 

Lucas is leaving her job as princi-

pal of Creech elementary, a position 

she has held since 2010 according to 

a district press release. She has more 

than 20 years of experience as an 

educator, including a stint at Round 

Rock ISD as a fifth-grade teacher 

and time at Mayde Creek Ele-

mentary school in Katy ISD 

as a technology facilita-

tor and principal. 

“I will do my 

part to work 

hard and diligently as a team with 

parents, staff and students to create 

and nurture a learning atmosphere 

that exudes warmth, compassion 

and a growth mindset,” Lucas said.

Elementary #43 is the district’s 

newest campus. 

Kampwerth has nearly 20 years 

in the education field, according 

to the press release. He began his 

career teaching math, science and 

social studies in Cy-Fair and Lamar 

Consolidated ISDs. He later moved 

into administration and became 

assistant principal at Morton Ranch 

Elementary within Katy ISD. 

Kampwerth attended Southern 

Illinois University and received his 

bachelor’s degree in Elementary 

Education, according to the press 

release. He later went on to pursue a 

Master of Education in Educational 

Leadership from the University of 

Houston, Clear Lake. 

I will miss Morton Ranch Ele-

mentary, as we have built a wonder-

ful learning community,” Kampw-

erth said. “I am excited to start this 

new chapter in my career as a Fielder 

Falcon.” 

Rolling with initiatives

Bus initiatives included an agree-

ment with Safety Vision Mobile Vid-

eo Surveillance Solutions to equip 

every bus in the Katy ISD fleet with 

eight cameras, allowing the district 

to better monitor activities on and 

around buses. The bus has 330 regu-

lar education buses, 241 special edu-

cation buses and will be purchasing 

100 buses. The camera systems and 

new buses will be paid for using 2017 

EUBERTA  
LUCAS

MARC  

KAMPWERTH

See UPGRAD
ES, page A5
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Aristoi Classical Academy proudly announces that 
Katelynn Turner is the class of 2022 Valedictorian and 
Therese Williams is the class of 2022 Salutatorian. 
Aristoi Classical Academy is also proud to name Paul 
Jackson as the 2022 Aristoi Award Winner.

Valedictorian Katelynn Turner will attend How-
ard Payne University where she will major in clinical 
psychology. She won numerous academic awards as an 
Aristoi student in Humane Letters, Latin, and Theatre 
and is the National Honor Society historian. Addition-
ally, Turner served as an Aristoi Ambassador, a peer 
tutor, and was active in Aristoi’s theatre department 
all four years of high school. Turner attended Aristoi 
Classical Academy for the past five years.

Salutatorian Therese Williams will attend the Uni-
versity of Dallas where she will major in biology. She is 
a member of the National Honor Society, student body 
president, a student ambassador, and an accomplished 
actress, performing in several Aristoi plays. Williams 
also began the “Cooking with Character Club” where 
she teaches younger girls character development and 
culinary skills. Williams attended Aristoi Classical 
Academy for the past six years.

Paul Jackson, the 2022 Aristoi Award winner, will 
attend Trinity University in San Antonio where he will 
double major in physics and philosophy. Selected by 
faculty and administration, the Aristoi Award recog-
nizes a virtuous young man or woman who seeks the 
truth in all things and is the highest honor awarded to 
an Aristoi graduate. A celebrated student in science, 
math, and humanities, Jackson is also a gifted athlete, 
winning Aristoi’s 2022 Athlete of the Year award. Jack-
son has attended Aristoi Classical Academy for the past 
six years.

Aristoi Classical 
Academy names 
valedictorian
and salutatorian



For the past few weeks, I’ve 
been engaged in a WWE cage 
match against allergies. No, 

it’s not COVID. I promise, it’s not 
COVID. Really, even when I blow 
my nose so loudly that it triggers 
nearby home and car alarm 
systems, it’s still not COVID.

It’s pretty sad that I feel obliged 
to defend my old-fashioned sinus 
“crud” against false assumptions, 
but it is what it is these days as 
news networks are constantly 
broadcasting some newly-
recommended but recently-
reversed, rescinded, revised, 
reconsidered and resurrected 
COVID protocol to defend against 
the latest sub-variant that’s filling 
in while all the regular variants are 
on vacation in Cancún.

Seriously, though, I get this 
same sinus ailment every year in 
late spring. It’s sort of a tradition. 
Maybe I should start buying it a 
gift and taking it out to dinner. 
My three teenage daughters 
would argue that I should buy 
them gifts for putting up with me 
when I’m in full-blown man-flu 
mode with Kleenex dangling from 
both nostrils when I greet their 
boyfriends at the door.

Just the other day, my youngest 
daughter reminded me to cough 
into the inside of my elbow –rather 
than directly onto her iPhone 
screen when I confiscate it after 
she’s reached her daily 12-hour 
limit of YouTube videos. Who came 
up with that hygiene strategy, 
anyway? Certainly not the inside 
of my elbow. In fact, the inside of 
my elbow has considered lodging 
a formal protest with the CDC, 

suggesting that coughing and 
sneezing into the inside of the knee 
would be far more sanitary–and 
promote Kegel stretching.

I suppose the responsible thing 
to do would be to drag out one of 
my crusty, retired masks while I 
have this cold, but since I have to 
blow my nose about once every ten 
seconds, it would be like wearing 
pants part-time, which sort of 
defeats the purpose. Besides, I 
have my sense of fashion to think 
about, and face masks are so last 
surge!

The cause of this yearly sinus 
malady, other than the fact that 
my nose is roughly the size of a 
standard 100-watt light bulb, is 
mostly geographical. Those of us 
who live in the heavily-forested 
East Texas Piney Woods can only 
stand by helplessly as our aroused 
foliage engages in a shocking 
public display of unprotected 
relations every spring, the result of 
which is a yellow pollen plague of 
biblical proportions. This powdery 
menace coats every car, creeps into 
every crevice, and occupies every 
orifice–especially mine.

My allergy attack always begins 
with my throat feeling like I tried 
to swallow my wife’s shower loofah 
thingy (that I may or may not use 
to exfoliate my armpits). It then 

progresses to my head, which 
transforms into a fully-inflated 
Violet Beauregarde after she 
chewed Willy Wonka’s magic gum. 
And throughout the entire ordeal, 
I cough and hack like a toddler 
trying his first cigar.

Despite the symptoms, though, 
there are a couple of benefits 
to having “the crud.” First, my 
raspy voice takes on a sultry and 
ultra-masculine tone, and I sound 
like the love child of Barry White 
and Tone Loc, making my hymn 
singing in church especially soulful 
and funky. And then there’s the 
sympathy I get from my caring 
wife, who insists that I avoid 
working too hard and get plenty of 
sleep, which happen to be two of 
my main goals in life.

Because this year’s allergies 
developed into a sinus infection, 
my doctor prescribed a round 
of powerful antibiotics, which 
have basically turned my bowels 
into active lava tubes, but at least 
they’ve changed the subject.

Yes, I’m confident that good 
nasal health is just over the horizon 
as sure as our pollen-plagued East 
Texas spring turns into a blistering, 
humid summer – and we all 
seriously consider wearing pants 
part-time.

Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East Texas. 
His columns have been featured 
in Texas Escapes magazine, The 
Shreveport Times, The Longview 
News Journal, and The Kilgore 
News Herald. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.
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No, it's not COVID

So I can spend more time 
with my family, I am turning 
this week’s column over to a 
bright fourth-grade student 
from an unnamed American 
small town.

***

Hi. My name is Liam. 
My history teacher, Mr. 
Burkhalter, assigned us 

to write a 500-word essay about 
lack of public appreciation for 
the significance of Memorial 
Day.

My grandpa suggested titling 
the essay “They’ve fallen, and 
our enthusiasm can’t get up.” 
Grandpa says a lot of things 
that make us check his pill box.

Mr. Burkhalter, whom you 
may recall I already mentioned 
two paragraphs ago, drives a 
long, long, long way to instruct 
us kids, including Jenny and 
Claire and Eliot and Noah 
(how am I doing with the word 
count?), so I paid close atten-
tion when he said 
that Memorial Day 
is a day to honor 
those Armed Forc-
es members who 
made the ultimate 
sacrifice.

After he ex-
plained that these 
brave men and 
women died so the 
rest of us could en-
joy our freedoms, 
I decided that 
“ultimate sacrifice” is indeed 
an appropriate term. But I just 
want to state for the record that 
sharing a room with my little 
brother must rank as the next 
to ultimate sacrifice. Sure, the 
Kaiser used chemical warfare, 
but he never tossed Petey’s 
dirty socks into the trenches. 
Google it.

It’s hard to imagine the hard-
ships our heroes endured, often 
short of food, short of medical 
supplies, short of pronouns…

The beginning of the 
observance that evolved into 
Memorial Day took place way 
back in 1868. Gen. John A. 
Logan probably had lots of time 
to organize such solemn cere-
monies because I understand 
that the video games back then 
were totally lame. Don’t get me 
started on the Pony Amazon 
riders.

Even though many people 
treat Memorial Day as just an-
other three-day weekend (Indy 
500! Action movies! Trip to the 

beach!), it has become part of 
the American fabric. (Speaking 
of fabric, they are having a big 
Memorial Day sale at Clem’s 
Clothing Castle. Sing a verse 
of “Don’t Sit Under the Apple 
Tree”—whatever that is—and 
get 10 percent off your order.)

Grown-ups often refer to 
Memorial Day as “the unof-
ficial start of summer.” You 
would think that summer 
would be grateful that humans 
granted it an unofficial start, 
but it is usually a case of “I got 
your mosquitoes and heat right 
here, pal.”

Memorial Day has become a 
lot like fun-focused 
Independence 
Day, except with-
out the fireworks 
(unless Mom 
catches Dad show-
ing off his “Kiss the 
Cook” apron a lit-
tle too suggestively 
with Ms. Houlihan 
down the street).

Do you know 
what would be 
a neat way to 

celebrate Memorial Day? You 
know all those books about the 
cities you must visit before you 
die and the foods you must eat 
before you die and the movies 
you must watch before you die? 
Maybe one of my classmates 
will write “The 100 Warmon-
gering Politicians You Must Get 
Rid of Before You Die.”

I appreciate our hard-won 
opportunities. If not for fallen 
patriots, I might be speaking a 
foreign language, with phras-
es like “three channels” and 
“play outdoors” and “here’s the 
change from your fill-up.”

***
Thanks, Liam. I hope you’ve 

inspired everyone to observe a 
moment of silence at 3 p.m. on 
May 30.

I can almost smell the bombs 
bursting in air…No! Wait! It’s 
Petey’s socks!!!

Danny Tyree welcomes email 
responses at tyreetyrades@aol.
com and visits to his Facebook 
fan page “Tyree’s Tyrades.”

Is this what 
Memorial Day 
means to you?
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ALIEF BAPTIST CHURCH AT KATY

906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-391-6894

ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST CHURCH

655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH

1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA FUENTE DE DIOS
 3506 PORTER RD. • 281-222-4404

PASTORS JORGE Y OLGA FLORIAN 

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

832-913-3705 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY, TX • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com

taxss.com info@taxss.com                281-578-1040

Call us for a FREE 15-min consultation.
We solve tax problems.

Tired of paying too much? We can help!

TRIBUTES

COMMUNITY & FAITH

CHARLES ALLAN HUFFMAN
1955-2022

Charles Allan Huffman, 66, passed 
away on May 17, 2022 in Starkville, MS 
surrounded by loved ones. 

Mr. Huffman, known as Chuck, 
was born on September 16, 1955 in 
New Orleans, LA. Chuck grew up in 
Metairie, LA where he met his wife 
and partner in life, Suzanne. They both 
graduated from Mississippi State Uni-
versity in 1976 and soon after moved to 
Houston, TX. He worked for Shell Oil 
Company throughout his career where 
he made lifelong friendships. 

Chuck was an avid fan of NASCAR 
and the MSU Bulldogs and enjoyed 
the freedom of a motorcycle ride on 
Saturday mornings. Upon retirement, 

Chuck and Suzanne's passion for MSU 
led them back to Starkville. Known as 
an entertaining storyteller, Chuck often 
reminisced about RV trips to NASCAR 
races and unforgettable MSU football 
victories. He enjoyed hosting crawfish 
boils for any type of celebration and 
highlight his Louisiana roots. He was 
also known for deep frying turkeys 
Thanksgiving mornings for all of his 
family and friends to enjoy.

In addition to his wife, Suzanne, 
Chuck is survived by his two children, 
Aaron Huffman and Lauren Op-
perman, and five grandchildren. His 
grandchildren affectionately called him 
“Chuck-Guy” and he enjoyed nothing 
more than being a grandfather. He was 
predeceased by his parents, Benjamin 

Huffman and Mary Huffman. 
Visitation will start at 9:30am and the 

funeral service will follow at 10:30am 
at the Welch Funeral Home, 201 W. 
Lampkin St., Starkville, MS 39759, on 
May 24, 2022. The family will be there to 
welcome friends and relatives.

In lieu of flowers, Chuck’s family 
would be honored with donations to 
the Dell Children’s Trust in Austin, TX 
where his youngest grandson receives 
exceptional medical care.   

Dell Children's Trust (Select 
Non-Member Donation)

Dell Children's Trust, Dell Chil-
dren's Foundation, 4900 Mueller Blvd 
Austin, TX 78723.

You can leave the family a condo-
lence at: www.welchfuneralhomes.com.

Glenda Jo Fielder went 
home to be with her Heav-
enly Father on May 2, 2022, 
in Katy, Texas surrounded 
by all her family and close 
friends. She was born on 
February 13, 1952, in Level-
land, Texas to Edith Shirley 
and Charles DeFreese. She 
grew up in Ft. Worth and 
attended L.D. Bell High 
School in Hurst as the class 
of 1970. Her favorite memo-
ry growing up was spending 
time on the farm with her 
Shirley family in Levelland. 
She loved sharing her sum-
mer memories of farming 
and cooking with her aunts 
and uncles in Levelland.

On January 4, 1974, 
she married Larry “Rick” 
Fielder. Their loving union 
gave them four children and 
6 grandbabies. Glenda and 
Rick were married for 48 
years and have lived in Katy 
for 45 years. Rick works as a 

consultant in the Oil & Gas 
industry which gave them 
the wonderful opportunity 
to travel and see the world 
together.

Glenda is survived by 
her loving husband Rick 
Fielder and their 4 children: 
Jason Fielder and wife Teri 
Fielder, Corinda Presley 

and husband Jason Presley, 
Chris Fielder and Emily Mc-
Broom, and Jackie Nething 
and husband Greg Nething. 
She is also survived by her 
6 grandbabies; Katelyn 
Fielder(16), Kaycie Field-
er(15), Brayden Cooper(14), 
Londyn Presley(11), Kristyn 
Fielder(10) and Kyleigh 
Nething(9). She was fortu-
nate that all of her children 
and grandbabies lived in 
Houston which kept her 
involved in their everyday 
lives. She felt so blessed 
and honored to have raised 
such a wonderful and loving 
family.

Glenda was a loving wife, 
Mom, Nana and will be 
truly missed. She touched 
everyone that crossed her 
path and always knew the 
appropriate advice to give. 
But we can rest assured that 
she is happy where she is at 
as she has completed her 

journey God set her out to 
do. She is all-seeing now 
and will continue to guide 
and watch over us.

The family welcomes all 
to join in the celebration of 
her life on earth on May 27, 
10:00am at Second Baptist 
Church, 19449 Katy Free-
way, Houston, TX 77094. 
The Service will be given un-
der the direction of Dr. Chris 
Hopf of Second Baptist 
Church of Katy. Flowers may 
be sent directly to Second 
Baptist Church no later than 
8:30am on the 27th. Alter-
natively, a donation may be 
made to Glenda's non-profit 
school for special needs 
children. More information 
on the school can be send to 
Rick Fielder at oil_fielder@
yahoo.com.

Further inquiries re-
garding the service can be 
directed to jasonrfielder@
gmail.com.

GLENDA JO FIELDER
1952-2022

Katy-area student set
to compete in Scripps 
National Spelling Bee
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Perhaps the only thing better than winning a national 
spelling bee is to win it in two languages. Kirsten Santos, a 
sixth-grade student at International Leadership of Katy, a 
charter school, will soon have a chance to achieve that goal.

Santos in 2019 won the National Spanish Spelling Bee, 
held in Denver. In 2020, she appeared on the NBC tele-
vision program Little Big Shots. More recently, she won 
the Houston Public Media Spelling Bee, which qualifies 
her for the Scripps National Spelling Bee, to be held May 
31-June 2 in Washington, D.C.

Santos works hard to master her words. She said she 
studies six hours a day, every day. She said she hopes to 
be a neurosurgeon one day.

Margarett Donaldson, one of Santos’s teachers, 
described Santos as an amazing student. “She is an amaz-
ing leader,” Donaldson said. “She’s a motivator. She is 
always willing to help teachers and students. She’s just an 
inspiration. She gave a really great speech at our May 20 
honors banquet.”
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St. John XXIII College Preparatory 
announces 2022 valedictorian and 

salutatorian
Laura Merlina and Toni New are the 2002 

valedictorian and salutatorian, respectively, 
at St. John XXIII College Preparatory.

Merlina will be attending the University 
of Texas at Austin. majoring in the Plan 
II Honors Program on the pre-med track, 
minoring in social and behavioral sciences. 
She hopes to work and research in the field 
of addiction psychiatry.

At St. John XXIII, Merlina served Neri 
House as a Senior Rep while playing varsity 
volleyball, club volleyball, and golf. With 
Campus Ministry, she led both Quest and 
grade- level retreats. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society and the National 
Science Honor Society, along with various 
school clubs. She is also a Lion Ambassador.

Merlina is a frequent volunteer at the 
Brookwood Community, along with the 
Ballard House, Mess Outreach, and the 
Marie George Food Drives. She was also 
a Vacation Bible School group leader at 
Epiphany of the Lord Catholic Church and 
worked part-time throughout her senior 
year.

New is going to Texas A&M University to 
study Mechanical Engineering. She hopes 
to work with innovative ideas that will aid in 
advancing society both technologically and 
environmentally.

At St. John XXIII, New served as Lisieux 
House Captain, softball captain, editor-
in-chief of The Pride yearbook and a 
contributor to the Lion News. With Campus 
Ministry, she was a part of the Faith and 
Leadership Program, the Altar Guild, and 
Quest and Kairos retreat leadership. She is 
a member of the National Honor Society, 
the National Science Honor Society, the 
National Spanish Honor Society, and various 
school clubs. She is also a Lion Ambassador 
and an St. John XXIII Scholar Athlete.

New also volunteered at the Brookwood 
Community, along with Catholic Chari-
ties, The Lord’s Kitchen, and the Friends of 
Rosenburg. She is a member of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Church.

St. John XXIII College Preparatory is an 
accredited, competitive, coeducational, 
college preparatory school of 410 students 
in Katy. Its mission is to form the hearts 
and minds of young men and women in a 
Christ-centered community dedicated to 
academic excellence, the pursuit of virtue, 
and service to others in the Tradition of 
the Catholic Church. Thirty-three teaching 
faculty are employed, over half holding mas-
ter’s degrees or higher.

KARE announces scholarship winners
The Katy Area Retired Teachers (KARE) 

announced the awarding of eight scholar-
ships to Katy ISD high school students. Schol-
arships are funded through KARE member 
donations, support of spirit nights at various 
Katy venues and an anonymous donor.

KARE thanked Samantha Riggs from Out-
back Steakhouse for her and her company’s 
help. This year each recipient, which includ-
ed two boys and six girls, will each receive 
$1,200. The scholarship recipients are:

• Brynna Pate, Cinco Ranch, Texas State 

University, Elementary Education
• Reece Morrison Seven Lakes Stephen F. 

Austin State University, 4-8 Elementary
• Joshua Holycross. Katy, Sam Houston 

State University, History & Coaching
• Colin Regwall, Taylor, Tarleton State 

University, Science
• Brooks Stanley, Paetow, Houston Com-

munity College and Texas A&M University, 
Art K/1 grades

• Sophie Huynh, Tompkins, University of 
Texas-Austin, Chemistry

• Elaina Tramall, Morton Ranch, Sam 
Houston State University, Elementary and 
Special Education

• Isabelle Rivera, Tompkins, Southwest-
ern University, Kinesiology K/1 grade

Katy High School FFA Chapter wins 
state championship title

The Katy High School FFA Poultry team 
recently won the state championship title for 
the third time.

During the Career Development Events 
(CDE) State Competition on April 30, the 
team won the poultry judging contest. Ad-
ditionally, 37 Katy ISD FFA teams competed 
at the state level. Sixteen teams earned Top 
10 spots, seven placed in the Top 5 catego-
ry and ultimately the Katy Tigers FFA took 
home the coveted championship title.

The team will participate in the National 
FFA Convention & Expo scheduled for Octo-
ber 26-29 in Indianapolis.

The following FFA chapters placed in the 
Top 10:

• Poultry: Katy, 1st; Seven Lakes, 8th
• Floral: Katy, 2nd
• Vet Med: Taylor, 2nd; Katy 4th; Mayde 

Creek, 5th
• Horse: Katy, 4th
• Dairy Cattle: Seven Lakes, 4th
• Nursery/Landscape: Katy, 5th; Jordan, 

8th; Taylor, 10th
• Land: Katy, 6th; Cinco Ranch, 10th
• Farm Business Management: Taylor, 7th
• Wildlife: Katy, 9th
“For the past five years, Katy ISD FFA 

chapters have earned 11 Texas FFA State 
Championships and three FFA National 
Championships,” David Laird, Katy ISD FFA 
events coordinator, said. “Whether it’s at 
local, state or national competition, students 
are challenged to develop critical thinking 
skills, practice teamwork and exercise com-
munication amongst their chapters. We are 
very proud of all Katy ISD FFA students.”

CDE competition is designed to help its 
members prepare for a career in agriculture 
by testing and challenging their technical, 
leadership, interpersonal and teamwork 
skills, as well as their knowledge of the sub-
ject matter. The Texas FFA is the nation’s larg-
est state FFA association with a membership 
of more than 154,000 active FFA members.

Two area students awarded Phillips 66 
college scholarships

Two students from the Katy area are 
among the 44 high school seniors across the 
U.S. who will each receive $16,000 college 
scholarships from the Phillips 66 Dependent 
Scholarship Program.

The competitive program is open to 
outstanding college-bound students whose 
parents work for Phillips 66 and certain of its 
subsidiary companies.

The area honorees are:
• Kaycee McCoy of Katy High School, 

daughter of Phillips 66 employee Stacey 
McCoy.

• Walker Tally of Cinco Ranch High School, 
son of Phillips 66 employee Craig Tally.

The scholarships are based on academic 
excellence, community service and finan-
cial need. The award reflects the company’s 
vision of improving lives and supporting its 

communities.
“We congratulate Kaycee and Walker on 

their exceptional academic achievements 
and dedication to community service,” Clau-
dia Kreisle, Phillips 66 Manager of Social 
Impact, said. “Education is a core focus area 
for Phillips 66, and we are proud to support 
these promising young students in the next 
chapter of their academic journey.”

Phillips 66 has awarded $7.6 million 
in scholarships to 549 students since the 
start of the program in 2013. Scholarship 
America, a neutral, third-party administrator 
of educational assistance programs, selects 
the recipients and manages the program for 
Phillips 66.

HCC receives $25,000 from Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
has donated $25,000 to support HCC’s 
Public Safety program and students. The 
donation was made before the HCC Board of 
Trustees at a meeting on May 19.

Since 2017, the longtime area organiza-
tion has awarded $200,000 to the HCC Public 
Safety Center of Excellence and an additional 
$20,000 in private scholarships to HCC stu-
dents. Over the past 17 years, $1.2 million has 
come from the Rodeo to support HCC.

“We are grateful for the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo’s continuous support 
of Houston Community College and for their 
leadership, vision and commitment,” Karen 
Schmidt, HCC Foundation president, said. 
“We appreciate their philanthropic dedica-
tion, which is an inspiration to us all.”

Dr. Michael Edwards, HCC Northeast 
College president, said the donated funds 
underscore the difference for good the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo makes 
for HCC and its students and to education in 
general.

“Their deep passion for education, in-
cluding public safety, has helped many HCC 
students achieve their goal of becoming first 
responders,” Edwards said. “They under-
stand that education is truly the epicenter if 
students are to access rewarding, in-demand 
and sustainable careers.”

The college’s Public Safety Center of Excel-

lence provides programs in basic, intermedi-
ate and advanced certificates and licensing for 
first responder professionals. Classes include 
those in Criminal Justice and Law Enforce-
ment, Basic Firefighting, Emergency Medical 
Services, Peace Officer Licensing and In-Ser-
vice Training and Fire Science and Safety.

Harmony Public Schools, Texas State 
University System announce unique 

new partnership
The Texas State University System and 

Harmony Public Schools have signed a 
Memorandum of Un-derstanding to estab-
lish and expand collaborative efforts aimed 
at supporting Harmony graduates as they 
apply to, advance in, and graduate from a 
Texas State University member institution.

Texas State University System Chancellor 
Brian McCall and HPS Deputy Superinten-
dent Umit Alpaslan, joined by the presidents 
of TSUS’s seven member institutions, signed 
the agreement May 20 on Sam Houston State 
University’s Huntsville campus. The agree-
ment allows Texas State Univer-sity System 
institutions to inform Harmony students 
about the benefits of pursuing higher edu-
ca-tion and to work closely with Harmony 
to support students who choose to attend a 
Texas State University System institution.

Alpaslan said Harmony’s primary mis-
sion is to provide students a path to a better 
future by equip-ping them with the academ-
ic knowledge and life skills they’ll need to 
succeed.

"We are extremely proud to partner with 
an organization such as the Texas State 
University System which shares those values 
and can support our graduates with an 
affordable, high-quality college education," 
Alpaslan said.

McCall said the system looks forward to 
working with Harmony Public Schools. 

“Our member institutions are proud to 
provide a welcoming environment where 
first-generation, low-income and underrep-
resented students feel at home and, impor-
tantly, succeed in ever-increasing numbers,” 
McCall said.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Laura Merlina Toni New

EDUCATION

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Harmony Public Schools will offer a full 
virtual learning option to students in kinder-
garten through Grade 12 this fall.

Harmony will continue to offer in-person 
learning at each of its 58 campuses for the ma-
jority of its 38,000 students across Texas. The 
virtual school, however, is intended for those 
who either still need or prefer to learn online.

“We’ve learned during the pandemic that 
most students still learn best in the traditional 
classroom setting surrounded by their peers,” 
Harmony Public Schools CEO Fatih Ay said. 

“But that’s not necessarily true for every 
scholar. For students who need to continue 
studying from home or who simply just learn 
better that way, we’re excited to continue 
offering a virtual school choice for Fall 2022.”

Harmony Virtual Academy is approved 
by the TEA for roughly 572 students for Fall 
2022. About 400 students attended virtual 
classes with Harmony in 2021-22. 

To be eligible, students must be enrolled 
at Harmony for the upcoming year, maintain 
at least a 90 percent attendance rate, have 
passed their most recent STAAR test, and be 
passing in all of their core subjects.

Harmony Public Schools offering virtual school option 
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REGIONAL SEMIFINALS

Thursday
• Game 1: Katy vs. Strake Jesuit, 7 p.m. at Jersey Village

Friday
• Game 2: Katy vs. Strake Jesuit, 7 p.m. at Mayde Creek

Saturday
• Game 3: Katy vs. Strake Jesuit, 1 p.m. at Jersey Village 
  (if necessary)

SCHEDULES
WEEK OF MARCH 27

BASEBALL

1-game advantage 
not enough for 
Katy in regional 
semifinals loss
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Cameryn Harrison knew how tough things 
would be in the regional semifinals. 

The sophomore pitcher had dominated all 
playoffs, but going up against a Pearland squad 
which had not lost throughout its playoff run, she 
knew this would be a different animal.

“They have such a strong lineup and have a 
lot of people committed to good schools and we 
knew that,” Harrison said. “I just knew coming in, 
if I can keep them off balance, use my changeup 
and my curve to not let them get comfortable 
then it would be huge. If they still hit it then they 
hit it, but that’s the most I can do.”

Harrison’s approach and determination on 
the mound yielded results, as she struck out 11 
batters and allowed only four hits in a 2-1 win 
over the Oilers as the Tigers took a one game to 

Hull’s walk-off leads Katy past Taylor
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Sutton Hull watched last year 
as a freshman and saw a Katy team 
that dominated in the first two 
rounds of the playoffs fall short in 

the regional quarterfinals.
He saw the pain every player on 

varsity went through and how they 
felt their season was cut short.

So when Katy was in the same 
position on Saturday, Hull wanted 
to make sure that the outcome was 

different, and make sure he and his 
teammates didn’t feel that pain.

Sutton stepped up to the plate in 
extra innings of a tie game Saturday 
between the Tigers and Taylor in 
game two of their regional quarter-
final matchup with a runner on and 

delivered a walk-off RBI double, 
leading the Tigers past the Mus-
tangs, 3-2,  in a thrilling matchup 
that saw great baseball played from 
both teams.

Katy Tigers celebrate the win after a 
home run hit by Katy's Sutton Hull 
during the eight inning during a 
Region III-6A quarterfinals baseball 
game at Langham Creek High 
School, Saturday, May 21, 2022.

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIALS TO THE KATY TIMESSee KATY, page B3

See SOFTBALL, page B3

Seven Lakes' 
terrific run 
ends in with 
regional 
semifinals
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

At the beginning of the school 
year, no one in the Seven Lakes lock-
er room had a belief that they would 
go deep in the playoffs.

Before the start of Seven Lakes' 
softball season, first-year head coach 
Holly Koopmann had a meeting with 
the team and asked them what they 
wanted to accomplish in the upcom-
ing year. A couple of players said that 
they wanted to finish better than 
fourth in district, but no one brought 
up bigger goals.

“I looked at them and I said why 
don’t we shoot for first,” Koopmann 
said. “They looked at me like I was 
crazy, but I told them right then, 
‘ya’ll are good, you don’t realize how 
good each and every one of you are.’”

The Spartans took Koopmann’s 
message to heart, and after defeating 
Katy during the first round of district 
play, the team truly started believing 
they could do something special this 
season.

That season culminated in a 
memorable playoff run and a region-
al semifinals appearance for Seven 
Lakes, the team's first in six seasons. 
But it came to an end on Friday with 
a 10-0 loss to defending state cham-
pion Deer Park in a one-game series.

“We may not have won tonight, 
but this whole run, this whole 
experience was so awesome,” said 
senior shortstop Mackinzie Stutts.  TYLER TYRE

Kamryn Wallman reaches to catch a fly ball during Friday’s Class 6A Regional Semifinal between Seven Lakes and Deer 
Park at the Summer Creek softball field.See SPARTANS, page B3
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Paetow caps off school year with ring ceremony
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

You could hear the excitement 
from the parking lot at Paetow on 
Thursday. It was buzzing — every 
football player and fan that headed 
to Panther stadium was excited for 
what was coming.

It was the moment they all had 
been waiting four months for.

The Panthers received their 
2021 state championship rings, 
seeing them for the first time on 
Thursday as the community came 
together with the team, coaches, 
administrators, trainer, family and 
friends to celebrate the historic 
season for a final time.

“It was beautiful, the entire 
thing was just amazing,” said 
junior linebacker Alex Kilgore. 
“We waited so long for today and 
to come out here and have this 
moment and see those rings, it was 
a beautiful moment.”

The ceremony included a 
speech from each of the 2021 state 
captains, in Kentrell Webb, C.J. 
Dumas, James Bailey and Kilgo-
re. They also had a speech from 
Paetow principal Mindy Dickerson 
and a mention of the efforts of ev-
eryone involved from the captains 
to the student trainers and film 
crew.

After they all received their 
boxes containing the rings, the 
Panthers opened them as one. 
Then the party started, as they 
brought out a DJ who played 
music, the food trucks opened up 
and the fans spilled onto the field 
to celebrate with the players and 
staff.

At the end of the ceremony 
the players looked over and saw 
their former head coach, B.J. 
Gotte, who had come to watch 
his players celebrate the season. 
Kilgore ran to Gotte to give him a 
hug and told the coach how much 
he had meant to Kilgore. Other 
players followed behind to show 
their appreciation to their former 
coach.

“It’s why you do this stuff,” 
Gotte said. “It was so great to see 
them all and I’m just happy that 
they are happy. That was a special 
moment.”

None of the players had seen 
the rings before the ceremony and 
there was a collective shock from 
the team.

“It was just amazing opening 
that box and seeing the ring,” 
Bailey said. "I was so anxious 
heading into this, and with having 

the box in my hand not being able 
to open it. But it was so worth it the 
moment we opened it up. Amazing 
is the only way to describe it.”

The ring features the Paetow 
logo on the front, with the player's 
last name, number and the year 
of the state championship on the 
sides. 

For the Panthers it was a special 
moment as they had never had the 
experience of getting state cham-
pionship rings before, and for the 
younger players, it provides even 
more motivation to go out and get 
another ring next season.

“It just makes me want to show 
people what we can do again,” Kil-
gore said. “I feel like no one really 
put respect on our name until we 
won state, and now that we are 
moving up to 6A, the same thing 
is happening, but it’s OK. We’re 
going to go up there next year and 
do what we do.”

The Panthers will lose some key 
contributors to that state champi-
onship team this coming season, 
but still return plenty of firepower, 
especially on the defensive side of 
the ball.

“I’m excited for those younger 
guys to go out and prove them-
selves again,” Gotte said. “The 
foundation is here and the kids 
have done such a great job of 
buying in to what it takes to be 
successful. They hired a great head 
coach in Lonnie Teagle, who will 
do great things. This place is going 
to be good regardless of who is 

here. Coaches come and go, but 
these guys have that foundation 
already laid, they know how to do 
it and everyone is behind them. 
I’m going to be their No. 1 fan.”

Jacob Brown and Anthony Fuentes show off their championship rings during Thursday’s ring 
ceremony at Paetow.

CJ Dumas, above left, and Alex Kilgore, above right, show off their state championship rings during 
Thursday’s ring ceremony at Paetow.

Paetow’s state championship ring.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

Jacob Brown hugs Paetow principal Mindy Dickerson during Thursday’s ring ceremony at Paetow, 
above. At right, Paetow players head on to the field at Panther Stadium for Thursday’s ring 
ceremony.

C.J. Dumas talks during Thursday’s ring ceremony at Paetow.
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Private Furnished Offices, Virtual Business Suites,  Co-Working Suites, Day
Offices, Conference Room rentals & more!  APEX Executive Suites allows
you to choose the office solution that you works best for the work you do.  

25807 Westheimer Pkwy
Third Floor

Katy, TX   77494

Stop in on FREE Pass Friday!
281.505.1106Call us

         Today

Let APEX Executive Suites be your "suite" business escape.
#APEXExecutiveSuites

TYLER TYRE

Cameryn Harrison comes to plate after her home run during Wednesday’s Class 6A Regional Semifinal game 
between Katy and Pearland at the Katy softball field.

zero lead in the best of three 
series. 

“She’s just a really really 
good ballplayer,” said Katy head 
coach Kalum Haack. “She came 
through, had a big game and 
pitched very clutch when she 
needed to.”

And it wasn’t just on the 
mound where the sophomore 
made the difference. At the 
plate, she had for one of the 
Tigers' two hits and accounted 
for both of the team's runs with 
a two-run homer in the bottom 
of the second inning after Mont-
gomery Henderson reached on 
an error.

“I just go up there and my 
approach is ‘see the ball, hit 
the ball,” Harrison said. “That’s 
just how I process it. For me, if I 
think too much I won’t be able 
to see it so I went up there and 
was like ‘hey, this is the second 
inning and you have nothing to 
lose.’ I saw a pitch I liked and hit 
it — thankfully it found its way 
over the fence.”

Those two runs would be 
all Katy needed, as Harrison 
backed up her home run with 
an even gutsier performance on 
the mound. 

Pearland scraped one run 
across in the third with great 
small ball play, but Harrison got 
out of the inning without further 
damage. She faced the mini-
mum for the next two innings 
before the top of Pearland’s 
order came up again in the sixth. 
The Oilers tried to get another 
run across that inning, getting 
two singles to start things off. 
But Ashtyn Reichardt made a 
great play in center field to get 
the first out of the inning before 
Harrison struck out the next two 
batters, escaping the jam with 
the lead still intact. Katy then 
went on to clinch it with a clean 
seventh inning.

“I just ran through my mind 
the situations that could happen 
and I knew no matter what, my 
team would back me up," Reich-
ardt. "I just took a deep breath, 

knew what I knew how to do 
and it all worked out.”

Katy didn’t an error on the 
night and showed great signs of 
maturity in the field, but with 
only two hits on the night, the 
team knows it will have to be 
better at the plate.

“The defense was great, we 
were mature there and on the 
mound, but we have to have a 
better approach at the plate,” 
Haack said “We’re looking at 
too many pitches and striking 
out too many times. We have to 
put the ball in play, we have to 
advance runners, it’s all the little 
things like that. We’ve talked 
about it all year long. We got the 
win tonight but that area has to 
be better.”

But things weren’t meant 
to be for the Tigers in the next 
two games of the series, as Katy 
lost 1-0 in game two and 9-4 in 
game three. With the losses the 
Tigers' season came to an end in 
the regional semifinals and Katy 
finishes with a record of 31-7.

from page B1
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“I remember watching last year, 
seeing how devastated they were,” 
Hull said. “I knew and they knew 
that’s not how their season should 
have ended, and I didn’t want to 
feel that way this year. I’m just glad 
I was able to help my team.”

Katy took game one of the se-
ries 3-0 behind three runs in the 
top of the seventh inning, and the 
game two win did not come with-
out drama either, as the Tigers 
had to come from behind twice 
in the game to earn the victory.

“Everyone in the dugout has 
that belief that the next guy up 
can get it done, and fortunately 
we were able to,” said Katy head 
coach Tom McPherson. “I think 
that belief in each other got us 
through, but I’d like to score 
more runs. Our pitching staff has 
been outstanding, but we have to 
hit better if we are going to get to 
that next level.”

Both starters had strong 
games to keep their teams in it. 
Caleb Koger pitched six innings 
for Katy, allowing six hits and 
one earned run while striking out 
four and walking two. While Jar-

ed Schaeffer pitched 7.1 innings 
for Taylor and allowed three runs 
on five hits while striking out five 
and walking three.

Parker Kidwell pitched the 
final two innings of the game for 
Katy, striking out two and walk-
ing one without allowing a hit.

Taylor struck first in the sec-
ond inning as Adam Fitzgerald 
hit an RBI triple to drive in Tyler 
Irving. But Katy tied things up 
in the bottom of the fourth, and 
it was Sutton Hull who did the 
damage by hitting a double to 
drive in Kidwell, who had singled 
earlier in the inning.

“We just have this great 
chemistry,” Kidwell said. “We just 
love coming out to the ballpark 
and playing for each other. You 
can see it when we go down, we 
come together, no one blames 
each other. We just get better and 
get after it.”

Taylor retook the lead in the 
next inning on a Carson Marshall 
RBI single, but when it mattered 
most, Katy had the answer. As 
they loaded the bases and Brady 
Englett drew a walk in the bottom 

of the sixth to tie things. 
Neither team could find a run 

in the seventh, leading to the 
game going to extra innings.

Taylor was unable to score 
in the eighth, leading to Katy’s 
chance to take the win.

Kidwell led off the inning with 
a double to deep left field, after 
a Jhonnatan Ferrebus strikeout, 
Hull stepped up to the plate and 
ended things with a double.

“I just wanted to start the 
inning off the right way,” Kidwell 
said. “I went up and tried to get 
us going, our offense had kind of 
been slow throughout the game 
and I wanted to get us a big hit. 
I’m just glad I did that.”

Katy advances to play Strake 
Jesuit in the regional semifinals.

“It was a great feeling getting 
that hit,” Hull said. “Just a huge 
weight lifted off my chest and it 
was so exciting to help the team 
get to the next round. We’re go-
ing to have to swing it better if we 
want to keep going though. Our 
pitchers have done a great job in 
limiting other teams and it’s on 
us now to score more runs.”

from page B1
KATY

“My freshman year we didn’t even 
make playoffs, last year we lost 
in the first round, so it was so fun 
to go this far. To play these high 
pressure games. None of this have 
ever experienced this before so I’m 
really happy I was able to in my 
senior year.”

Seven Lakes could never get 
the bats going in the loss, with a 
lack of baserunners keeping the 
Spartans from getting anything on 
the board. 

Deer Park scored one run in the 
second, one in the third and two in 
the fourth to take a commanding 
lead before putting up five runs 
in the fifth and one in the seventh 
innings.

But despite Seven Lakes taking 
the loss, it was a night for cele-
bration of a great season and the 
culmination of the hard work from 
the group the entire season.

“These girls completely bought 
in to everything we were doing,” 
Koopmann said. “You could see it 
every day in practice, every single 
day. I never had to ask them to buy 
in, none of the coaches did, they 
just were in it from the beginning. 
To have that from a group is really 
special.”

Koopmann came in wanting to 
build a culture and did just that, 
with a playoff run that will improve 
the returners in the future.

“The experience alone is so 
huge,” Koopmann said. “Even if 
they didn’t play, they got to see 
these games, see and feel this 

pressure and see what it takes to 
be successful at this level. I don’t 
think any of them had ever played 
a game as big as this, so next year it 
wont be a first.”

The Spartans will bring back a 
strong class of returners next year 
despite the loss of Stutts, Meghan 
Kelly and other seniors. Stutts 
wants to make sure that those play-
ers believe in themselves and push 
themselves to go further.

“I just want to tell them to have 
confidence and know you can go 
far,” Stutts said. “If anyone had 
told us at the beginning of the 
season that we would make it to 
round four, none of us would have 
believed it. I just want them to 
know that they can do it again. This 
should give them confidence they 
can go far.”

from page B1
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MARK GOODMAN | SPECIALS TO THE KATY TIMES

Katy's Sutton Hull doubles to left field scoring a run during the fourth inning during a Region III-6A quarterfinals baseball game at Langham Creek 
High School, Saturday, May 21, 2022.

TYLER TYRE

Haley Welch makes a throw to first base during Friday’s Class 6A Regional Semifinal between Seven 
Lakes and Deer Park at the Summer Creek softball field.

TYLER TYRE

Haley Welch hits during Friday’s Class 6A 
Regional Semifinal between Seven Lakes and 
Deer Park at the Summer Creek softball field.
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Application has been filed with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and 
Malt Beverage Retailer’s Off 
Premise Permit by Rain Smoke 
N Barrel Corp. dba as Rain 
Smoke N Barrel Corp. to be
located at 814 Katy Fort Bend 
Rd #200, Katy, Harris County, 
TX 77494. President/Secretary 
is Nooruddin Lakhani.

Katy ISD Provides Screenings
for Students with Suspected

Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Special Education
Department provides screenings for students with
suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student 
with a disability who lives within the district’s boundaries. 
The screenings are designed to help iden  tify children who 
may qualify for the district’s special education programs.

Students with all categories of disabilities be tween the ages 
of three and 21 can be provided with services to ensure
their successful participation in school. These services 
and supports may be provided through Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act or through the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act. Special
Education services are also available to children who are 
visually and/or auditory impaired start ing at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be chal lenged with a 
disability, please contact the Katy ISO Special Education 
office at 281-396-2066. The Special Education office will 
coordinate efforts to evaluate the student and, if eligible, 
ensure that the student is pro  vided with supports and 
services needed to benefit from instruction. Please do not 
hesitate to call should you have any questions or concerns.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
em  ployer. The Board of Trustees and its agents, officers and 
staff members shall not discriminate on the basis of gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids addressed to Quiddity Engineering, LLC,
Attention Travis W. Miller, PE, will be received, until
11:00 a.m. Local Time, Thursday, June 2, 2022, and then
publicly opened and read at 1575 Sawdust Road, Suite 
400, The Woodlands, Texas 77380 for “Construction of 
Paving Facilities in Sunterra Sections 33 & 38 for Harris 
County Municipal Utility District No. 569, Harris County,
Texas.”  In addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the 
address above, you may view the public opening of sealed 
Bids via Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft Teams the 
number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756.  Enter access code
783-546-537# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following:
Paving Facilities in Sunterra Sections 33 & 38

Bids received after the closing time will not be
considered.  A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference
will be held on Thursday, May 26, 2022, at 11:30 a.m.
Local Time, via teleconference call. The number for this
call is 1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 867-525-283#
when prompted. Attendance by each prospective bidder
or its representative at the pre-bid conference is 
NON-MANDATORY.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.  If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the 
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, 
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four 
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search  Sunterra
Sections 33 & 38 Paving.  Bidders must register on this
website in order to view and/or download specifications,
plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this
Project.  There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid 
and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order 
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and 
all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted 
through www.CivcastUSA.com.  Bidder must register on 
this website in order to submit a Bid and Bid Security and 
there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this 
website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that 
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed or 
agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as
defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The successful 
bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to 
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed bids addressed to IDV DPEG Anserra, LLC
obo Willow Point Municipal Utility District will be
electronically received on CivcastUSA, until 11:00 a.m.,
Thursday, June 2, 2022, and then publicly opened and
read at the offices of Quiddity Engineering, 2322 W.
Grand Parkway North, Suite 150, Katy Texas 77449, for 
the construction of “Water, Sanitary, & Drainage Facilities 
in Park at Anserra”. In addition to the opening of sealed 
Bids at the address above, you may view the public opening 
of sealed Bids via Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft 
Teams below is information to attend the bid opening by 
teleconference. 

Bid Opening / WATER, SANITARY, & DRAINAGE
FACILITIES IN PARK AT ANSERRA
THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2022 11:00 AM – 11:30 AM (CDT)

Call Number: +1 832-856-3756
Phone Conference ID: 510 441 441#

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following:

The project is located in the City of Houston ETJ in Fort
Bend and Waller Counties, Texas. The site is located south
of Interstate 10, west of Cane Island Parkway, east of
Pederson Road and north of Kingsland Boulevard. The
development straddles Anserra Trail. Key Map 483-C &G. 
The project includes approximately 5,000 LF of water line,
2250 LF of sanitary sewer, and 4,900 LF of storm sewer
along with two (2) detention facilities and associated
appurtances.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.  If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the 
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, 
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four 
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Plans, specifications, and bidding documents are available 
at www.civcastusa.com. Said documents may be examined 
without charge in the office of Quiddity Engineering LLC, 
2322 W Grand Pkwy N, Suite 150, Katy, Texas 77449.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. 
An OPTIONAL pre-bid conference will be held on
Thursday, May 27, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Central Standard 
Time, via teleconference. Below is the contact information 
to attend the pre-bid by teleconference. 

Pre-Bid / WATER, SANITARY, & DRAINAGE
FACILITIES IN PARK AT ANSERRA
THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2022 10:00 AM – 10:30 AM (CDT)

Call Number: +1 (832) 856-3756
Phone Conference ID: 705 663 012#

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

790
TRUCKS

WANT TO BUY 
PICK UP TRUCK.   
OK IF NEEDS 
WORK. 832-951-
0054 • 817-896-
1798. SONIA-
J O R D A N 5 2 @
GMAIL.COM

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Electronic Bids, addressed to Quiddity Engineering,
LLC, attention Travis W. Miller, PE, will be electronically
received until 9:30 a.m. local time, June 9, 2022, and then
publicly opened and read for “Construction of Paving
Facilities in Sunterra Sec 43 for Harris County Municipal 
Utility District No. 569, Harris County, Texas.”

The bids will only be received electronically bid through 
CivcastUSA. The electronic bids will be publicly opened 
and read via conference call. Physical bids will not be 
accepted.

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, large public
gatherings are not permitted by law. Bids will be publicly
read aloud at the time bids are due via teleconference 
call. The number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756. Enter 
access code 618-518-597# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following:
Paving Facilities

Bids received after the closing time will be returned
unopened. A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference
will be held on June 2, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. Local Time,
via teleconference call. The number for this call is:
1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 163-050-983# when 
prompted.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents are on file at the
following locations: 

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from 
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidders must register on this
website in order to view and/or download specifications,
plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this
Project. There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid. The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Owner’s judgment will be most advantageous to the Owner 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or
Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract
can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or
intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of that 
subchapter.

EXPERIENCED 
MAIDS NEEDED
Must have valid 
drivers license

Must have own 
transportation

Must be bilingual
281-691-6451

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The City 
Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Each Conduct 
Public Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held At 
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.

CITY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

6:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 14, 2022

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, June 27, 2022

The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The
City Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Conduct
Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held At City
Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas. The Hearings Are
Being Conducted To Receive Comments From The
Public On A Proposed Ordinance Of The City Council
Of The City Of Katy, Texas Amending The Zoning
Map Of The City Of Katy By Changing The Zoning
Classification From “R-1” “Single-Family Residential
District” To “C-1” “Commercial District” For 5.5452
Acres In The James Conner Survey, Abstract No. 157,
And Approximately 14.5737 Acres In The James
Conner Survey, Abstract No. 157, Fort Bend County,
Texas; Amending The City Of Katy’s Comprehensive
Plan; Providing A Penalty In An Amount Not To Exceed
$2000.00 For Each Day Of Violation Of Any Provision
Of This Ordinance In Conflict Herewith; Providing For
Severability And Providing For A Fine Not To Exceed
$2,000 For Each Day A Violation Of This Ordinance
Exists.

CALL NOW: 877-333-7390 x9
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com

EXCELLENT LAND FINANCING

Beautiful, buildable, hunting and
recreational tracts. Spectacular views,

gorgeous trees. Loaded with trophy wildlife! 
Recreational paradise for

hunters & nature enthusiasts.
�igh�speed �ber optic internet,

ggated entrance, private roads, electric,
low taxes through ag valuation. 

50 to 120+ ACRE RANCHES
from as low as $4,900/ACRE!

BIG ACREAGE BARGAINS!
BRADY TX - THE HEART OF TEXAS
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THIS SPACE JUST 
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141

debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
DIALYSISBUSINESS SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Suite E200

Katy, TX 77494
(281) 503-7117

     Jonathan McNabb, Broker/Owner

Local Roots | Global Reach
From the best tools and technology to transparency 
throughout the entire process, we're the top choice 

for buyers and sellers.

DO DIALYSIS IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR HOME!

www.athomedialysis.com
832-526-3338

-Staff Assist Dialysis/ License Nurses
-Peritoneal Dialysis and Home Hemodialysis
-1 on 1 Nursing Care
- HealthCare Team will come to you
-Bilingual staff/Spanish-speaking
-Telemedicine options
-24/7 on call team 
-All commercial insurance accepted
 Blue Cross Blue Shield, Aetna, Cigna, United Healthcare

HOME REPAIR

Let us bring out the best 
in your home this spring!

713-941-9934      cypressdrywallandcon@gmail.com

CYPRESS 
DRYWALL & 
CONSTRUCTION

Home Repair &
Remodeling Pros

• FREE estimates
• Commercial and
   Residential Insured
• All work guaranteed
• Great local references

TECHNOLOGY

XuLENT TEChNOLOgIESXuLENT TEChNOLOgIES
Hi-Tech ~ Engineering ~ SoftwareHi-Tech ~ Engineering ~ Software

Data Security ~ TelepresenceData Security ~ Telepresence
Small Businesses/IndividualsSmall Businesses/Individuals
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Rockets shooting guard Jalen 
Green was named to the NBA 
All-Rookie first team, capping off 
what was a tremendous end to the 
2021-2022 season.

Green earned the honors after 
averaging 17.3 points, 2.3 rebounds 
and 2.6 assists in his rookie season. 
Those numbers went up as the 
season progressed and Green set-
tled in as well, as he scored 20 or 
more in17 of the Rockets' final 25 
games and had a five-game streak 

of scoring 20 points or more late in 
the season. 

In those last 25 games, Green 
averaged 22 points, three rebounds 
and 3.1 assists, while shooting 47.8 
percent from the field and 39.3 
percent from three-point range.

The Rockets now have had play-

ers named to the All-Rookie first 
team in back-to-back seasons, as 
forward Jae’Sean Tate was named 
to the team last season.

Other members of the 
All-Rookie first team were To-
ronto’s Scottie Barnes, Detroit’s 
Cade Cunningham, Cleveland’s 

Even Mobley and Orlando’s Franz 
Wagner. 

Chicago’s Ayo Dosunmu, 
Indiana’s Chris Duarte, Oklaho-
ma’s Josh Giddey, Denver’s Bones 
Hyland and New Orleans’ Herbert 
Jones were named to the second 
team.

Rocket’s Green named to All-Rookie first team
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Tompkins fell in two games to Ridge Point as 
the Falcons' season came to an end in the region-
al quarterfinal round.

Game one was a heartbreaker for Tompkins, 
as they lost 2-1 with a come from behind effort by 
Ridge Point in the seventh inning. 

Trevor Esparza took the loss for Tompkins 
despite a huge game on the mound, allowing 
two runs on five hits while striking out four and 
walking none over 6.2 innings.

The Falcons took the lead in the fourth inning. 
Drew Markle hit a one out single and advanced 
on an error before Landon West drove Markle in 
on a single. 

But the offense was a struggle for Tompkins 
all night, as they mustered just five hits and were 
unable to get a run across.

Things stayed a one run game until the 
bottom of the seventh. After two quick outs, the 
Panthers were able to get a single and then tied 
things on an RBI double before another single 
gave them a walk off victory.

But game two was a different story, as Ridge 
Point jumped out to an early lead and never gave 
it up in a 9-7 win that clinched the series.

The Panthers got a run in the first on a sacri-
fice fly and doubled their lead in the second on 
an error, before making things 3-0 in the third on 
an RBI single. 

Tompkins trimmed the lead to one run in the 
third inning when Jack Little drove in two runs 
on a single, but Ridge Point scored four runs in 
the top of the sixth to break things open. 

Tompkins though, didn’t go down without a 
fight, almost pulling off the comeback in the sev-
enth inning. The Falcons got a walk and a single 
to start the inning before the first out came, and 
got another single before Drew Markle drove in 
two on a single of his own. After a hit by pitch 
and another single, Adam Benavidez was hit by 
a pitch, trimming the Ridge Point lead to three. 
After the second out of the inning came, Ridge 
Point walked in a run, makings things 9-7, but 
a line out by the next batter ended things as the 
Falcons fell just short.

Jace LaViolette rounds third base after a home run during 
Thursday’s Class 6A area round game between Tompkins and Lamar 
at the Tompkins baseball field.

TYLER TYRE

Tompkins' 
season ends 
in regional 
quarterfinals
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Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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Katy ISD athletes named TISCA All-State
BY TYLER TYRE
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Eight Katy ISD swimmers were 
named to the Texas Interscholastic 
Swimming Coaches Association All-
State first team after the 2021-2022 
swimming and diving season. 

Taylor and Tompkins led the way for 
the school district, having athletes from 
six events named to the all-state team. 
The Taylor girls put three events on the 
all-state team, which was the lead for 6A 
on that side for swimming and diving. 

The Jordan girls had four athletes 
named to the team, which was the lead 
for any girls team.

Kaeli White was first in the 200-yard 
freestyle in 5A with a time of 51.13 
seconds while also making all-state in 
the 100-yard backstroke and 500-yard 
freestyle.

Three of Taylor’s boys relay teams 

were named to the list: 200-free relay, 
the 200-medley relay and the 400-free 
relay, while Nick Schmid, Logan Pack 
and Andrew Lee were named to the 
all-state team.

Cinco Ranch’s Marley Barnard was 
named to the team and was seventh in 
the 100-meter breast stroke. Katy’s Avery 
Coates was 10th in the 1-meter dive. 
Seven Lakes' 400-meter team along with 
Kailey Koval were named to the team. 

The Taylor girls placed their 
200-meter free relay, their 200-meter 
medley relay and Mariana Diaz Ponce 
on the team. 

On the boys side, Cinco Ranch 
placed its 200-meter free relay and 
Brandon Guo on the team. Seven 
Lakes had its 200-meter relay qualify 
for the team, and Tompkins had its 
200-medley relay, 400-medley relay 
and 400-free relay qualify for the team, 
along with Matthew Aigner, Daniel 

Barrientos and Carter Gray. 
Along with White for Jordan, Emma 

Aumagher made the team with a fourth 
place finish in the 100-fly, while Violet 
Hardy was named to the team in the 
200-free, and Haley Kim was named to 
the team in the 100-breast.

For the 5A boys, Jordan’s Kaiden 
Duvall and Kai Walker were named 
to the team, as was Paetow’s Kaleb 
Velazquez.

For private schools, the British In-
ternational School’s 200-medley relay, 
400-medley relay and Rachel Gough 
were named to the all-state team. 
Faith West’s Elisha Su was named to 
the team in the 100-breast stroke, and 
St. John XXIII’s 400-meter relay was 
named to the team.

On the boys side, the British Inter-
national School’s 400-free relay was 
named to the team to round out the 
Katy area selections.

Jordan’s Kaeli White was named TISCA 
first team all-state.

PHOTOS COURTESY KATY ISD

Taylor’s Nick Schmid was named to the 
TISCA all-state team.
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