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Vienna, Austria, is over 5,600 miles from 
Katy. But a man with Katy ties, now living 
in Austria, is playing an important role in 
helping Ukrainian refugees.

Adam Shephard leads Vienna Mission 
for Ukraine. His parents, Thomas and Cheryl 
Shephard, live in Katy, where Cheryl was 
a physics teacher for several years at Katy 
High School.

Adam said he has spent time in Katy, 
though he grew up in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area. He attended Texas A&M University 
before becoming a United Nations nuclear 
facilities inspector and settling in Europe. 
He said his last visit to Texas was in 2020. He 
said he planned to return in March and visit 
family and friends, but events compelled 

ROLIFF PURRINGTON

Adam Shephard stands in front of a Ukrainian church. 
Shephard, whose parents live in Katy, leads an organization 
that helps Ukrainian refugees. 

Man with ties 
to Katy leads 
Ukrainian 
refugee group

See UKRAINE, page A3

Above (from left), Mayor Dusty Thiele, attorney 
David Frishman, and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
Commander Terry Higginbotham celebrate the Fourth 
of July at a luncheon held at the VFW Post 9182, 
6206 George Bush Dr. Both Thiele and Higginbotham 
spoke at the luncheon, which featured hamburgers, 
hot dogs, along with other traditional holiday fare. 
Residents of the Nottingham Country neighborhood 
(at right) celebrated Independence Day with a bike 
parade Monday morning. A fire engine from HCESD 
48 led the way for participants of all ages, with 
patriotic music in the background. Two Harris County 
Pct. 5 constables brought up the rear. 

TOP PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID FRISHMAN;  
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City ready 
to move 
forward on
expanding
intersection
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

A Katy city official said Tuesday that the 
city is ready to move forward on expanding 
the Clay Road-Katy Hockley Cutoff Road 
intersection, which is becoming a traffic 
bottleneck as new development moves into 
that area.

“The city council has approved funding,” 
Council Member-at-Large and Mayor Pro 
Tem Chris Harris said. “We are waiting for 
Harris County to approve their portion of the 
road. They own three-fourths of the intersec-
tion. It is a Harris County project. But from 
a City of Katy point of view, we told Harris 
County we have the money.”

In a presentation given by county officials 
at a recent infrastructure summit hosted by 
the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
project is in design status.

Harris said the city would pay for the lead 
up lanes on the south side of the intersec-
tion, heading north. He said the other three 

TEA orders schools to perform safety audits
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

The Texas Education Agency and Texas 
School Safety Center have ordered all Texas 
school districts to complete safety audits 
by Sept. 1.

The audits are being sought as state 
leaders continue their response to the 
May 24 mass shooting at Robb Elementary 
School in Uvalde. Responses are due back 
to the state by Sept. 9.

Districts such as Katy are to conduct 
what the agencies are calling a summer 
targeted partial survey audit. The audit, 
agency leaders wrote, is a limited scope 
version of the Texas School Safety Center’s 
School Safety and Security Audit.

“The safety and well-being of all Katy 
ISD students and staff are of the utmost 
importance on each of our campuses,” 
the district said in a statement to the Katy 

Times. “Katy ISD implements all safety 
practices and guidelines recommended 
by the Texas School Safety Center. This 
includes mandatory safety drills and 
training, emergency operations plans for 
all campuses, as well as regular safety and 
security audits as required by the Texas 
Education Code.”

The partial audit has 47 questions, 
three of which deal with student popu-
lation and type of facility. Twenty-four 
questions deal with campus policies and 
procedures for safety-related issues. These 
issues include controlling campus access, 
issuing campus keys and identification, 
and access control.

Policies and procedures address ex-
terior doors, visitor procedures, and keys 
and identification. They address building 
interiors, monitoring and surveillance, 
school-based law enforcement and secu-
rity issues. They also address emergency 

drills, reporting, staff and student training 
and referral resources.

The remaining 20 questions focus on 
observing and evaluating campus grounds. 
These issues address the grounds and 
building exterior, portable classrooms and 
other exterior buildings, cafeterias, buses 
and parking, building access, and building 
interior.

The survey asks officials to verify that all 
instructional rooms are locked when not in 
use. It also asks that security cameras are 
stationed inside and outside the school.

In a statement summarizing the 
requirements, TEA Commissioner Mike 
Morath and Texas School Safety Center 
Director Kathy Martinez-Prather wrote 
that they knew most schools in Texas are 
taking these actions, among others, to keep 
students and staff safe.

The agencies jointly issued these orders 
Thursday.

Memorial Hermann Katy 
expanding pediatric services
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital is ex-
panding its pediatric services. In addition 
to its pediatric emergency department, it 
now offers a pediatric hospitalist team to 
care for pediatric patients admitted to its 
pediatric unit.

Both teams of pediatric physicians are 
affiliated with Children’s Memorial Her-
mann Hospital and part of McGovern Med-
ical School at UTHealth Houston, bringing 
pediatric medical center expertise to the 
Katy community.

“It has always been our goal to keep up 
with the rapid growth in Katy, and these 
moves are meant to reflect that,” Jerry 
Ashworth, SVP and CEO of Memorial 
Hermann Katy and Cypress Hospitals, said. 
“We do not see these additions as the end 
of our growth – we will continue adding to 
our pediatric services to meet the demand 
of our surrounding neighborhoods.”

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital is 
also home to pediatric general surgery, 

pediatric cardiology, pediatric orthope-
dics and other pediatric subspecialties. 
In addition, the Memorial Hermann Katy 
Hospital campus is home to primary care 
pediatricians affiliated with both Children’s 
Memorial Hermann Pediatrics and Blue 
Fish Pediatrics.

“We do not see these additions 
as the end of our growth — 
we will continue adding to our 
pediatric services to meet the 
demand of our surrounding 
neighborhoods.” 

—Jerry Ashworth, senior vice  
president/CEO of Memorial Hermann 

Katy and Cypress hospitals

See HOSPITAL, page A3

See TRAFFIC, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Ancient Greek sophist
  5. Genus of insects
11. Culinary herb
12. Neutralizing antibody
16. Plan
17. Pa’s partner
18. A city in S Louisiana
19. TNT sportscaster
24. Atomic #25 (abbr.)
25. Well-known bug
26. Body parts
27. Monetary unit of Albania
28. Kids’ play things
29. Coastal city in Malaysia
30. Famed French physician
31. Flourishing
33. Excessively overweight
34. Pampered
38. Emerged
39. Order of tailless
      amphibians
40. Indian term of respect
43. Shift sails (Brit.)
44. Beloved Mexican dish
45. Scottish tax
49. Health insurance
50. Monetary unit of Samoa
51. Move about
53. Execute or perform
54. Taste property
56. Unit of dry measure
58. Blood group
59. Something you can up

60. In great need
63. Breezes through
64. Spoke
65. Become acquainted with

CLUES DOWN
  1. A particular part
  2. Spanish neighborhood
  3. Business
  4. Reddish browns
  5. Extinct Hawaiian bird
  6. Disney town
  7. Part of the Bible (abbr.)
  8. Atomic #22 (abbr.)
  9. The distinctive spirit of a
      people or an era
10. In a moment
13. Monetary unit of Vietnam
14. Submerge in a liquid
15. Yellowish cotton cloth
20. -__, denotes past
21. Hoopster Morant
22. Not
23. Indian title of respect
27. Horsley and Marvin are
      two
29. One thousandth of a liter
      (abbr.)
30. Hoover’s organization
31. Round globular seed
32. University official
33. Spherical body
34. Iraq’s capital
35. To any further extent

36. Swollen lymph node
37. Anger
38. Technological marvel
40. Peruvian district
41. Salt of acetic acid
42. What Santa says
44. Israeli city __ Aviv
45. Late Heisman winner
46. Reveal the presence of
47. Long upholstered seat

48. Most wily
50. Sword
51. Respiratory disease
52. The Ocean State
54. Fleshy watery fruit
55. Lying down
57. Superheavy metal
61. The ancient Egyptian sun
      god
62. Indicates position
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Glasses Are Cool For Back To School!

Katy Optiks will host its
annual back to school eyewear sale

August 1 - 15. Don’t miss this great sale!
Come early to preview and pre-select.

Frame and lenses $85!
(RX restrictions apply. No other discount applied)

KATY OPTIKS KIDS
Enhancing vision with style

701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125 • Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209 • www.katyoptiks.com

Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 

The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.

COMMUNITY

City Council approves 
zoning change requests
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

The Katy City Council Mon-
day approved a zoning change 
request, from residential to com-
mercial, for 20.12 acres of land 
near the intersection of Spring 
Green Boulevard and Crossover 
Road.

The council passed the ordi-
nance after a brief public hearing 
at which only one citizen, Julia 
Jensen, spoke. She said her home 
backed up to the property in 
question. She expressed con-
cerns about the light and sound 
pollution, and increased traffic, 
that a potential business might 
bring. She wondered if the land 
could be used for other purposes.

Ward A Council Member Dan 
Smith said the city annexed the 
land in October 2021. The land 
previously had been under the ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction of the City 

of Houston and was not subject to 
Katy zoning requirements. He said 
land annexed by the City of Katy is 
zoned as residential by default.

In a memo to the council 
urging approval of the zoning re-
quest, City Planner Rachel Lazo 
wrote that a council resolution, 
approved in January 2020, autho-
rized a development agreement 
between the city and Davoody M 
& J, LLC. This agreement includ-
ed a provision that the property 
would be designed commercial 
upon annexation, Lazo wrote.

Smith said asked City At-
torney Art Pertile if the zoning 
change would reflect the latest 
city restrictions, namely, no sexu-
ally-oriented businesses, tobacco 
or vape shops. Pertile said that 
was correct.

Council Member-at-Large 
and Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris 
said the property is at the edge of 
the Katy city limits.

CITY OF KATY

A map illustrates a 20.12-acre tract for which the Katy City Council changed the zoning from 
residential to commercial. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Katy Christian Ministries 
raising money for school 
backpacks and supplies

Katy Christian Ministries is 
raising money for its Red Apple 
school supplies and happy feet 
program.

Each summer, KCM collects 
funds and donates a pair of new 
shoes to Katy ISD students, grades 
K-12, who need a little help to 
begin their school year.

Last year, KCM served 795 chil-
dren and anticipates a higher need 
this year. Towards that end, KCM 
has set a $60,000 fundraising goal.

For more information and to 
make a donation, visit the website 
ktcm.org/red.apple.

City to replace water meters
The City of Katy has contract-

ed with Utiliuse/Aquametric to 
repair meters around the city. The 
contractors will have bright yellow 
vests and appropriately marked 
vehicles. The work will be done 
Monday through Friday.

There is no need for them 
to enter residential homes. In 
most cases, there will not be an 
interruption of water service. If 
the conversion requires a meter 
change out, Utiliuse will knock on 
the customer’s door, but it is not 
necessary for anyone to be home.

For questions or concerns, call 
Utility Billing at 281-391-4801.

Katy Lions Club meets 
Thursday

The Katy Lions Club will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday at First 
Christian Church Katy, 22101 
Morton Ranch Road. The meeting 
is free to the public and features 
a presentation on state programs 
designed to help the community.

At each community event, the 
Lions host a 50/50 raffle benefit-
ting the club and foundation, with 
50% of all ticket sales go to the 
winner with the other half going 
towards helping the club cover 
costs, conduct business, and serve 
the community through its service 
opportunities. Tickets are sold for 
$1 each in person only, and the 
winner must be present to win.

Fort Bend Pct. 1 
Commissioner Vincent 

Morales announces staff 
changes

Fort Bend County Pct. 1 Com-
missioner Vincent Morales has pro-
moted three of his staff members 
and hired another staff member.

Mandi Bronsell, now the 
community relations manager, 
will become staff director. “Mandi 
has been a key part of our success 
and I am thrilled to promote her to 
this important position,” Morales 
said. Bronsell brings 25 years of 
governmental experience serving 
under two previous county judges 
and a county commissioner. She 
also serves as a Lamar Consolidat-
ed ISD trustee and on many other 
boards in Fort Bend County.

Dwayne Grigar, now a project 
manager, will become director 
of planning and infrastructure. 
“Dwayne’s vast knowledge of this 
county has been extremely helpful 
in working with constituents on 
issues involving drainage and 
mobility. We are very lucky to have 
him in this new role,” Morales 
said. Grigar brings 37 years of 
municipal and county experience, 
previously working as the assistant 
to the chief engineer for the Fort 
Bend County Drainage District 
and as an engineering technician 
for the Fort Bend County Engi-
neering Department. Dwayne is 
also a previous city council mem-
ber for the City of Rosenberg and 
currently serves as a volunteer for 
the Fort Bend County Fair.

Katie Vackar, now an executive 
assistant, will become project 
manager. “Katie has been an 
instrumental part of my office for 
over five years,” Morales said. “I 
cannot think of a better person to 

fill the project manager position.” 
Vackar brings 13 years of federal 
and county experience. Vackar 
is also a volunteer for Fort Bend 
PAWS (Pets are Worth Saving).

Kaitlin Ballint will join Mo-
rales’s office as executive assistant. 
Ballint previously worked in the 
Fort Bend County Clerk’s Office as 
an information process specialist 
and in the private sector for an 
accounting firm before that.

Applications for 2022 
Congressional Academy open

The Congressional Academy 
gives high school and undergradu-
ate students the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a mock Congress. Partic-
ipants will learn the inner workings 
of multiple levels of government 
from guest speakers, including U.S. 
Rep. Troy Nehls, R-Texas.

This event will be held from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 23 at Nehls’s 
district office at 1117 FM 359 in 
Richmond.

Applicants must be residents in 
the 22nd Congressional District.

Applications should include 
a resume, 500-word personal 
essay on why they would like to 
participate in the Congressional 
Academy, applicants’ full name, 
address, cell number, and email.

Applications are due July 11. To 
apply, visit bit.ly/3acdGWT.

Harris County Pct. 4 presents 
Summer Movie Night 

Frozen, a Walt Disney movie, will 
be shown July 13 at Mary Jo Peck-
ham Park, 5597 Gardenia Lane.

The movie includes a children’s 
craft beginning at 7 p.m. Popcorn 
is free, and snow cones are avail-
able for purchase.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS
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him to change his plans.
Before March 1, a typical day for She-

phard was flying to nuclear installations 
around the world. He inspected those fa-
cilities and verified that everything was be-
ing kept and used for peaceful purposes.

“I’d say I’m both a scientist and an en-
gineer, as well as the inspector,” Shephard 
said. “I wore many hats.”

But the Russian invasion of Ukraine, in 
February, gave Shephard cause for pause.

“Some of my closest friends were 
Ukrainians and even Russians with strong 
Ukrainian ties,” Shephard said. “Watching 
the war occur, and really just sitting next 
to my closest friends and seeing the true 
horror on their faces and what it meant to 
them—quickly, I think me and everyone 
everybody around us realized we had to 
do something. It wasn’t just a war over 
there. It was the war in our living room. 
That pain quickly transferred to the rest 
of the international community very 
quickly due to our close connections with 
Ukrainian people basically.”

He launched Vienna Mission for 
Ukraine on March 2, which also happens 
to be Texas Independence Day.

“The mission of the organization is to 
move people from the Ukrainian border 
to safety as fast as possible, while seeking 
sustainable accommodation for them 
in providing for their general welfare,” 
Shephard said. “So, it is a refugee-focused 
organization.”

Shephard said the organization has 
different programs to help refugees. One 
of them is rescue, where the mission helps 
people who cannot escape the country on 
their own.

“We did an orphanage rescue where we 
rescued 57 orphans ages three months to 
seven years in their caretakers,” Shephard 
said. “We had a second at-risk persons 
group that we did a rescue from inside 
Ukraine. That was 43 mothers and chil-
dren. Then we did another rescue for a city 
in Ukraine called Chernobyl.”

Chernobyl might be best remembered 
for the April 1986 nuclear accident that 
took place there. It was part of the Soviet 
Union then but Ukraine declared inde-
pendence in 1991 as the Soviet Union 
collapsed.

But now, with the Russian invasion un-
derway, Shephard and his group worked 
with Chernobyl’s mayor. The mayor, Shep-
hard said, identified 35 people that needed 
to evacuate urgently. But those people did 
not have the means to do so themselves.

“We had these three busing campaigns 
from inside Ukraine,” Shephard said. 
“Separate than that, I think even after, 
starting on March 3 we ran our first band 
to the Polish refugee shelters and we 
were more or less delivering—we started 
working with a local church which is St. 
Barbara’s Church, which started getting 

an overwhelming amount of donations of 
humanitarian supplies.”

Getting people out of the country is one 
thing. Taking care of them in their new, 
albeit temporary, home is another.

“We had over 60 families from the 
international communities open their 
homes and they just took in refugee 
families,” Shephard said. “It’s going to take 
some time to get the refugees to their own 
sustainable accommodations.”

Shephard described one case where a 
baby was born to a refugee family.

“That was something to be positive 
about,” Shephard said. “It’s one thing if 
you’re in the system and you have to have 
a baby. It’s another if you’re in the loving 
homes of people who really are going to 
take care of you. So, that was pretty great.”

Shephard said certain moments in his 
work have been among the most reward-
ing parts of his life.

“One of my best friends and mentors is 
Ukrainian,” Shephard said. “He asked me, 
Adam, can you go pick up my family? I was 
able to say yes, and I drove to a refugee 
center in the van, picked up his family 
and brought them home to him here in 
Vienna, so this was spectacular. It’s very 
rare that you get to repay a mentor in such 
a profound way.”

The commute between Vienna and the 
Polish border is eight hours, Shephard 
said.

“Being in the van and if you have a 
common language—usually, we had a 
female Ukrainian speaker in the car or a 
female Russian speaker to really ease and 
comfort the people who were in the car 
because they had been through a horrible, 
traumatic experience,” Shephard said. 
“Usually there’s a lot of communication 
back and forth. The van is a very strange 
vehicle of purpose. I think every one of 
us who got to drive in the vans or on the 
buses to go to the border and help these 
people, everybody wanted to do it again 
and again. The more people we gave this 
experience to, the bigger our organization 
group. They got to touch the problem.”

Thomas and Cheryl Shephard have 
been following the news from Ukraine, 
though perhaps a little more closely than 
most, as their son is involved in the refu-
gee assistance efforts.

“We’re just somewhat astounded by 
what Adam was able to do,” Thomas Shep-
hard said. “They make such large personal 
commitments in both money and time.”

Adam Shephard said his organization 
has worked closely with the Youkraine 
Organization, St. Barbara’s Church, and 
First Aid, First Hand. He praised them 
and his colleague Olena Mashaina for 
their help.

Shephard said the mission solicits 
donations to fund its activities. For more 
information, visit the website VM4U.org.

from page A1
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Memorial Hermann-
GoHealth Urgent Cares 

officially launch
Ten Memorial Hermann 

urgent care centers, in-
cluding one in Fulshear, re-
opened Friday under a new 
partnership with GoHealth.

The Fulshear location is 
at 5102 FM 1463, Suite 1200.

Memorial Hermann 
clinicians will staff and lead 
the new centers. They will 
provide in-person and virtu-
al care services seven days a 
week. Each site can see the 
whole family, ages 6 months 
and older.

Additional pediatric 
expertise for infants and 
up will be available at the 
West University pediatric 
location. Patients will have 
access to a wide array of ser-
vices for non-life-threaten-
ing conditions at all Urgent 
Care locations.

The centers will also 
provide X-ray services, 
COVID-19 testing and treat-
ment, sports physicals for 
kids and more.

“The last two years have 
shown how critical it is for 
our communities to have 
easy access to on-demand, 

affordable health care,” 
Manny Singh, GoHealth 
Urgent Care market presi-
dent, said. “We are proud to 
provide the Greater Houston 
area with convenient access 
to urgent care that is directly 
connected to the expertise 
and deep community roots 
of Memorial Hermann. 
We look forward to caring 
for patients across South-
east Texas and ensuring 
the health and safety of its 
residents.”

The centers also pro-
vide a direct connection to 
Memorial Hermann’s robust 

network of care, which 
regularly earns regional and 
national recognition for 
excellence in quality and 
safety.

“These centers will 
provide Greater Houston 
area residents with an af-
fordable option for safe and 
efficient health care close 
to home for non-emergent 
conditions,” Anne Pearson, 
M.D., senior vice president 
and CEO of Physicians of 
Memorial Hermann, said. 

“Memorial Hermann’s 
commitment to delivering 
high-quality care coupled 
with GoHealth’s advanced 
technology and expertise in 
the urgent care space will 
provide patients of all ages 
with the best possible health 
care experience.”

The centers will be 
open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday-Friday and from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. The West University 
Pediatric Urgent Care center 

which will be open from 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. every day.

Patients seeking care can 
be seen quickly and easily 
by walking into any Memo-
rial Hermann-GoHealth Ur-
gent Care center or by going 
online and clicking on the 
nearest location to pre-reg-
ister and save a spot.

Memorial Hermann-Go-
Health Urgent Care opened 
other locations in Friend-
swood, Houston, Spring and 
Sugar Land.

from page A1
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portions of that road were the county’s 
responsibility.

Harris said the work would take about 
a year to complete.

“That’s the timeline they indicated to 
us,” Harris said. “They would do the de-
sign, and then it would take about a year 
to actually complete it.”

The intersection sits next to one of the 
newest subdivision developments in Katy. 
Pulte Homes is developing Katy Court, a 
subdivision that will be situated south of 
Clay Road and west of Katy Hockley Cutoff 
Road. The 1,039-acre Sunterra neighbor-
hood, being developed by Land Tejas, will 
add more homes in the Clay-Pitts Road 
area and more traffic to the Clay Road 
corridor.

The new development falls just inside 
the Katy city limits and is east of Bill and 
Cindy Haskett Junior High School, which 
was officially dedicated in February. 
Harris said a new elementary school will 
eventually be built next to that school.

The city’s planning and zoning com-
mission plans to meet at 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day at City Hall, and is expected to hear 

public concerns about the situation.
Harris said he has been hearing from 

citizens already.
“I’ve been getting a lot of calls from 

citizens about the intersection,” Harris 
said, adding that he, Mayor Dusty Thiele, 
and other council members have spoken 
with county officials about the project. He 
praised county officials for being willing to 
listen to the city’s concerns.

“I think there’s an opportunity to 
prioritize some of the roads,” Harris said. 
“It’s been a good partnership, but we do 
encourage the commissioners court to 
improve those roads. Where funded and 
ready to go. There’s no hold up on our end.”

In the meanwhile, Harris said, develop-
ers have been asked to slow their projects 
as they can so the road can be fixed and be 
less of a headache.

“We want to get the project moving,” 
Harris said. “It’s a long time coming. 
There’s a lot of development in the 
unincorporated part north of the City of 
Katy, and the traffic is also affecting our 
residents.”

from page A1
TRAFFIC

 This map illustrates the Clay 
Road-Katy Hockley Cutoff Road 

intersection, which is due to 
undergo expansion to be less of a 
traffic bottleneck as more people 

move to the area. 
CITY OF KATY



The front page of the July 8, 
1947 “Roswell (New Mexico) 
Daily Record” seized the 

American imagination with the 
headline “RAAF (Roswell Army Air 
Field) Captures Flying Saucer.”

That announcement added 
fuel to the saucer craze of summer 
1947 (“Keep your raccoon coats, 
grandpa—we’ve got Martians!”). 
But to the disappointment of 
believers in extraterrestrial visitors, 
the military issued a retraction 
the very next day, asserting that 
the debris found by rancher 
W.W. “Mac” Brazel was merely a 
run-of-the-mill weather balloon. 
(“Nothing to see here. Move 
along…but not like those slimy 
little…never mind!”)

I’m not implying anything, 
but Uncle Sam has historically 
displayed a penchant for playing 
the “weather balloon” gambit 
when handling unpleasantries. 
(“You claim we signed a treaty, 
Sitting Bull? No, no, that was a 
weather balloon we signed, silly!”)

Most people have forgotten, but 
the military also demanded several 
other “Daily Record” retractions 
that week, thus explaining the 
newspaper’s abrupt discovery that 
Wimpy was really a vegetarian and 
Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio was in fact 
America’s premier ballerina.

Despite some initial objections 
from area residents, “the Roswell 
incident” was mostly ignored 
until the late 1970s, when UFO 
researchers thrust the clarification-
slash-coverup back into the public 

consciousness.
Even with all the paranormal 

books and podcasts on the 
market, the average citizen is 
fuzzy concerning exactly what 
conspiracy theorists claim 
happened near Roswell. People 
often mention child-size corpses, 
Area 51 and Men in Black when 
pressed to venture an opinion 
about Roswell, but those elements 
were not part of the original report. 
Lots of different things get mixed 
up in our memories over the span 
of more than seven decades.

Don’t believe me? One 
enthusiast was getting all worked 
up over an alleged Roswell crash 
survivor who—over the course 
of years of staying undercover—
heroically saved Timmy from the 
well, tracked down the one-armed 
man, became stepfather of three 
very lovely girls and enjoyed some 
degree of dignity until one Cosmo 
Kramer dropped a Junior Mint into 
his body cavity during his alien 
autopsy.

In the 1990s, the Pentagon tried 
to drive a stake through the heart 
of the controversy by changing its 
story again, to confess that what 
crashed was really a Cold War 

device used to spy on potential 
Soviet nuclear tests. Oh, scampish 
Pentagon—where greetings of 
“Workin’ hard or hardly workin’?” 
get met with “I’ll have that 
declassified for you in 50 years.”

But the matter refuses to die, 
because of the steady drip of 
unearthed documents, deathbed 
confessions, Magic 8-Ball 
revelations, etc.

Proper vetting is still needed 
for some of the more sensational 
bombshells. Like the purported 
contraband singed license plate 
that declares, “I brake for freakishly 
tall, pink-skinned oxygen-
breathers.” Or the diary with an 
entry about a rancher listening to 
his shortwave radio one night in 
July 1947 and hearing a garbled 
message that sounded something 
like “Hold on to your tentacles! 
Mom and dad are going to be so 
(perturbed)!”

I realize I’m abdicating my 
role as an influencer by not 
digging more deeply into this 
mystery myself. It fascinates me, 
but I leave it to you to draw your 
own conclusions and to decide 
how to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of…whatever.

Yeah, I know “the truth is out 
there;” but my lovely wife, the air 
conditioner and episodes of the 
CW’s “Roswell, New Mexico” are 
in here!

Danny Tyree welcomes email 
responses at tyreetyrades@aol.com 
and visits to his Facebook fan page 
“Tyree’s Tyrades.”
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What actually happened 
at Roswell 75 years ago?

It’s time for another install-
ment of “Places you should 
visit before your loved ones 

start picking out your burial 
underwear!”

Recently, my wife and I took 
a trip to Birmingham, Alabama, 
to attend the National Society 
of Newspaper Columnists’ an-
nual convention so that I could 
collect another “leg lamp” for 
humor writing. “It’s a major 
award!”

The drive from East Texas 
to Birmingham was a blad-
der-bloating 7 ½ hours, so we 
treated ourselves to several 
stops at convenience store 
restrooms along the way. I’ve 
found that interstate restrooms 
offer a true sense of an area’s 
distinctive character—and 
you can usually wash it off if 
you use enough hot water and 
antibacterial soap.

When we finally pulled into 
the picturesque city nestled 
amid the foothills of the Appa-
lachian Mountains, we were 
starving—as usual. And because 
we wanted to try some regional 
cuisine that truly represents 
the unique culture of the Deep 
South, we naturally chose a Tex-
Mex chain restaurant.

In fact, I read that that Bir-
mingham is sometimes called 
“The Magic City” because 
of how quickly the former 
industrial powerhouse grew 
after its founding, but I’m 
now convinced that the name 
represents the fact that it hosts 
two of my favorite Mexican 
restaurant franchises (Chuy’s 
and Superior Grill) within 3 ½ 
miles of each other. Abracadab-
ra, indeed!

When we returned to our 
DoubleTree hotel after supper, 
the clerk presented each of 
us with a famous (and warm) 
DoubleTree cookie. Unable to 
resist such unhealthy delicious-
ness, I inhaled mine in the ele-
vator, and because I’m always 
looking out for my lovely wife’s 
best interests, I waited until she 
was in the shower to eat hers.

The next day, we took a 
whirlwind guided history tour 
of the city, the highlight of 
which (besides the included 
snacks) was a stroll around 
Kelly Ingram Park and a 
visit to the 16th Street Baptist 
Church—“ground zero” for the 
civil rights struggle in America. 
The whole area has a power-
fully sacred aura about it, and 
I was so moved by the history 
and symbolism of the place 
that I actually forgot about 
eating—briefly.

Speaking of eating, we also 
visited the historic Alabama 
Peanut Company where we 
sampled some quintessential-
ly southern boiled peanuts. 

This was my second time to 
try them, and they are still the 
least peanutty-tasting, pea-
nut-shaped things I’ve ever 
eaten—other than those orange 
marshmallow candy circus 
peanuts that are like chewing 
on a banana-flavored flip-flop. 
Boiled peanuts are similar in 
taste and texture to cooked 
beans—if beans had to be 
eaten two at a time and came 
in a soggy, inedible shell full of 
saline solution.

We found ourselves snack-
less again when the tour 
took us to the Sloss Furnaces 
National Historic Landmark—
because who doesn’t want to 
explore a dilapidated industrial 
complex that looks like the ide-
al location for a serial murder? 
Seriously, though, the hulking 
and labyrinthine site was mag-
nificent—even in its state of 
rusted ruin, and learning about 
the countless laborers who 
spent decades in the oppressive 
heat and noise of the enormous 
furnaces reminded me of why I 
became an English major.

The last stop on our tour was 
Vulcan Park, situated atop Red 
Mountain and featuring the 
world’s largest cast iron statue, 
depicting Vulcan, Roman god 
of iron, the forge and, based 
on his rear view, pantlessness. 
The park offers an impressive 
cityscape view for those visitors 
who are able to avert their eyes 
from Vulcan’s massive metallic 
badonkadonk.

After the tour, we attended 
the NSNC awards banquet 
where we had a flavorful meal 
of baked salmon and white 
beans (or maybe they were 
boiled peanuts) and were 
honored to visit with legendary 
columnists from around the 
country, some of whom even 
applauded an East Texas goof-
ball when I received my award.

Our weekend getaway to Bir-
mingham was fun and enlight-
ening for my wife and me, and 
I’m hopeful that she’ll forget 
all about the cookie incident 
before she starts picking out my 
burial underwear.

Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East 
Texas. His columns have been 
featured in Texas Escapes mag-
azine, The Shreveport Times, 
The Longview News Journal, 
and The Kilgore News Herald. 
Contact Graves at susanjase@
sbcglobal.net.
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IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...
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Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

Where Christian Businesses Meet
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Networking,
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ALIEF BAPTIST CHURCH AT KATY

906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-391-6894

ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST CHURCH

655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH

1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA FUENTE DE DIOS
 3506 PORTER RD. • 281-222-4404

PASTORS JORGE Y OLGA FLORIAN 

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY, TX • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com

TRIBUTE

COMMUNITY & FAITH

“Woody” passed away 
peacefully in his home on 
June 27, 2022 at the age of 
82, where he put aside his 
battle with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease and heeded God’s call 
to come home.

He was born in Bunkie, 
Louisiana, later residing 
in Sulphur, Louisiana for 
11 years prior to moving to 
Katy, Texas in 1987.  He was 
a resident in Chandler, Texas 
at the time of his death.

Woody served in the Ma-
rine Corps after high school 
and upon completion of his 
military service, earned a 
Master’s Degree from Mc-
Neese State University.  He 
pursued a teaching career 
while iron working during 
the summer.  Woody’s career 
in education brought him to 
Katy, Texas where he resided 
(and ultimately retired).  His 
retirement was followed by 
more than 20 years of travel 
and adventure. 

Woody was a member of 
Grace Fellowship Methodist 
Church in Katy, Texas.

He was preceded in 
death by his father and 
mother, A. J.  WoodsSr. and 
Eugenia (Woods) Bland; and 
a son, Daron Jones.

He is survived by his 
wife of 47 years, Jeri (Sadler) 
Woods; his son Aubrey J. 
Woods III (A.J.) and wife 
Jennifer; a beautiful grand-
daughter Meghan (Woods) 
LizSanchez and her spouse 
Osvaldo; older sister Merrie 
Guillot and younger brother 
Glynn Woods and wife 
Sharon.

A celebration of his life 
will be held on his birthday 
with details to be an-
nounced.

Any memory of Woody 
that you would like to share, 
please send it to: Kamper2@
earthlink.net.

AUBREY J. WOODS JR.
1939-2022
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Pulling from ancient Spanish 
inspiration, Bold Fox Development 
is naming its newest community La 
Segarra.

Located along Gassner Road and 
FM 362 in Brookshire, La Segarra 
will emulate the landscape of the La 
Segarra region found northwest of 
Barcelona, Spain, and dating back to 
the 11th century. Colors with ancient 
tones, stone blocks and other natural 
materials will be used throughout 
the 215-acre development, as well 
as landscaping reminiscent of the 
region. The development will be in the 
Royal Independent School District.

“We’ve always envisioned this 
community to have a pastoral feel, 
but wanted to veer away from Texas 
rustic,” said Alex Kamkar, Bold Fox 
Development managing shareholder, 
said. “The Spanish Revival aesthetic 
will give La Segarra a defined identity 
and create something unique in the 
Houston residential landscape.”

Kamkar said he and his team are 
looking at various ways to incorporate 
imagery of Old Spanish countryside 
into La Segarra, including the entry 
monument, within a community 
roundabout and at the 1.8-acre lake-
side recreation area.

“This will be a different twist on 
the prairie land this area of Houston is 
known for while still maintaining the 
land’s country ambiance,” Kamkar said.

Bold Fox Development purchased 
the land this spring. La Segarra will 
have 658 homes at build-out, with 116 
lots in the first section.

Kamkar said he is finalizing devel-
opment agreements and planning, 
with the community moving into en-
gineering and design next. He expects 

homesites to be delivered in about 18 
months.

Launched in 2019, Bold Fox 
Development is developing Venetian 
Pines in Conroe, which moves into its 

second phase later this year. Con-
struction of Cherrywood Estates in 
Tomball recently started, and the 470-
acre Attwater community is expected 
to break ground later this year.

KATY CHRISTIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

7 AM Church on the Rock, 433 Barker Cypress
Register at https://katychristianchamber.com

DR. LAYO CHARLES 
EMMANUEL

FRIDAY

JULY

2022
15Networking Event!

Everyone Welcome!

Medical doctor, pastor, & #1
bestselling author of “The

Survivor: How to Win in Life in 
Spite of Daunting Opposition.”

BOLD FOX DEVELOPMENT

Bold Fox Development is developing a 215-acresubdivision north of Brookshire, which it is naming La 
Segarra. Houses are expected to be ready in 2024. 

Bold Fox Development announces 
name for its newest community
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Freedom Celebration

24/7 Plumbing Services24/7 Plumbing Services
ClearWater Express WashClearWater Express Wash

Katy MillsKaty Mills
Kev Marine SolutionsKev Marine Solutions
KT Galvanzing Co. Inc.KT Galvanzing Co. Inc.

Spanish Learning CastleSpanish Learning Castle
Texas Hot TapsTexas Hot Taps

Tiger Land Child Care CenterTiger Land Child Care Center

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS!!!

STARS

City of Katy

STRIPES

FOUNDERS

EDUCATION

EDUCATION BRIEFS

New principals named  
at Bryant, McRoberts 
elementary schools

The Katy Independent School 
District named principals for 
Bryant and McRoberts elementary 
schools for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Ashley Pierce will lead Bryant 
Elementary and Kelly Stroud will 
lead McRoberts Elementary.

Pierce began her career in 
education in 2007 as an elemen-
tary math and science teacher in 
the Fort Bend Independent School 
District. In 2013, she moved into 
the role of math specialist and 
instructional coach before moving 
to Katy ISD to assume her current 
role as assistant principal at Katy 
Elementary in 2016. Pierce has a 
bachelor’s degree in interdisci-
plinary studies from Texas State 
University and a master’s degree 
in education administration from 
Lamar University.

“I’m honored to have been 
named the new principal of Bryant 
Elementary,” Pierce said. “It’s an 
incredible opportunity to lead 
such an amazing school communi-
ty rooted in kindness and caring.”

Stroud has spent his entire 
career in education serving the 
students and staff of Katy ISD. 
Stroud began his teaching career 
in 1995 as an elementary teacher at 
Nottingham Country Elementary. 
After 10 years of teaching at the 
elementary level, Stroud became a 
teacher and coach at Mayde Creek 
Junior High in 2005. In 2009, he 
moved over to WoodCreek Junior 

High to serve as assistant principal 
before assuming his current role 
as assistant principal at Taylor 
High School in 2015. Stroud holds 
a bachelor’s degree in interdisci-
plinary studies from the University 
of Houston and a master’s degree 
in education administration from 
Prairie View A&M University.

“I’m thrilled to lead the PME 
community as the new principal,“ 
Stroud said. “I look forward to 
working collaboratively with our 
staff, volunteers and families to 
build on the foundation of success 
at McRoberts.”

STAAR test results available  
to parents

The Texas Education Agency 
has released STARR tests results 
to the districts, and parents can 
access them through the Katy ISD 
website.

For more information, visit the 
website, the abbreviated URL for 
which is bit.ly/3NDxSi6.

Tompkins Robotics bootcamp 
rescheduled for July 18-21
The dates for the Tompkins 

High School Tech Summer camp 
have been moved to July 18-21.

Seats are still available. The 
sessions are from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
for children ages 6-14, and are held 
at the Robert Shaw Center near 
Miller Tech and Raines Academy.

For more information, email 
FRC5427@gmail.com or visit the 
website, the abbreviated URL for 
which is bit.ly/3x7YR0c.

Katy High School National 
Wildlife Federation

Katy High School has been 
accepted into the National Wildlife 
Federation ’22-’23 Student Climate 
Resilience Ambassadors program. 
Teachers will receive profession-
al development provided by the 
federation and its project partners, 
the Galveston Bay Foundation 
and TBG Landscape Architects, to 
equip students with the tools and 
knowledge to gain a greater under-
standing of a changing climate and 
the connection between watershed 
health, flooding, and water quality.

In addition to a $3,000 grant to-
wards the Tiger Prairie, the school 
will receive up to four site visits on 
the campus for project consulta-
tion from the foundation and/or 
TBF Landscape Architects.

Local students honored at 
annual SkillsUSA workforce 

development event
Three Katy-area students won 

one of the nation’s highest awards 
at the 2022 SkillsUSA Champion-

ships, held June 22-23 in Atlanta.
More than 5,200 students com-

peted at the national showcase of 
career and technical education. 
The SkillsUSA Championships 
is the largest skill competition in 
the world and covers 1.79 million 
square feet, equivalent to 31 foot-
ball fields or 41 acres.

The Katy-area student receiving 
Skill Point Certificates are:

• Brayden Henry, a student 
at Miller Career and Technology 
Center, was awarded a Skill Point 
Certificate in Culinary Arts.

• Team A (consisting of Jesus 
Grajales Mora and Daniel Fernán-
dez), also from Miller Career and 
Technology Center, was awarded 
a Skill Point Certificate in Mecha-
tronics.

Students were invited to the 
event to demonstrate their tech-
nical skills, workplace skills and 
personal skills in 108 hands-on 
occupational and leadership com-
petitions. These including robotics, 
automotive technology, drafting, 
criminal justice, aviation mainte-
nance and public speaking.

Industry leaders from 650 
businesses, corporations, trade 
associations and unions planned 
and evaluated the contestants 
against their standards for en-
try-level workers. Industry support 
of the SkillsUSA Championships 
is valued at over $36 million in do-
nated time, equipment, cash and 
material. More than 1,100 industry 
judges and technical committee 
members participated this year.

The Skill Point Certificate 
represents demonstrated work-
place readiness in the student's 
occupational specialty. Students 
can add the certificate to an 
employment portfolio. Skill Point 
Certificates were awarded to all 
national contestants who met a 
threshold contest score for their 
event as an indicator of proficien-
cy. All SkillsUSA Championships 
competitors were honored June 24 
at the SkillsUSA Awards Ceremony 
at State Farm Arena, which was 
sponsored by partner Frontdoor 
Inc. with keynote speaker Darren 
Keefe of HGTV.

“More than 5,200 students from 
every state in the nation participat-
ed in the 2022 SkillsUSA Cham-
pionships,” SkillsUSA Executive 
Director Chelle Travis said. “This 
showcase of career and technical 
education demonstrates SkillsUSA 
at its finest. Our students, instruc-
tors and industry partners work 
together to ensure that every stu-
dent excels. This program expands 
learning and career opportunities 
for our members.”

The SkillsUSA Championships 
event is held annually for students 
in middle school, high school or 
college/postsecondary programs 
as part of the SkillsUSA National 
Leadership & Skills Conference. 
The national, nonprofit partner-
ship of students, instructors and 
industry is a verified talent pipe-
line for America's skilled workforce 
that is working to help solve the 
skills gap.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

ASHLEY
PIERCE

KELLY
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Now through July 29, nomina-
tions are open for the Service-Learn-
ing Champion Award, a statewide 
honor given to learning institutions 
that go above and beyond to develop 
the next generation of civic-minded, 
socially engaged Texans.

Institutions of learning that uti-
lize service as a key component of 
their academic curriculum, includ-

ing K-12 public and charter schools, 
community colleges and univer-
sities, are eligible for the award, 
which is part of the 39th Annual 
Governor's Volunteer Awards. 

Presented in conjunction with 
OneStar Foundation, the Gover-
nor’s Volunteer Awards honor the 
service of individuals and organiza-
tions that have made a significant 
and measurable contribution to 
Texas communities in the past year.

The Edinburg High School 
Chapter of the National Honor 
Society received the Service-Learn-
ing Champion Award in 2021. EHS's 
National Honor Society was instru-
mental in setting up and preparing 
for drive-by distributions and 
handed out more than 10,000 free 
books to students whose families 
are financially challenged.

Other past awardees include:
• 2020 - Rebuild Texas Carpen-

try Skills Training Program at Del 
Mar College (Coastal Bend)

• 2019 - St. Mary’s University 
Office of Community Engagement, 
Center for Legal and Social Justice 
and Office of University Ministry 
(San Antonio)

• 2019 - Austin Community 
College Student Life, Food Pantry 
& Resources Program (Austin)

• 2018 - The University of Texas 
at El Paso (El Paso)

• 2017 - University of Houston 
SURE™ Program (Houston)

• 2016 - Texas Christian Univer-
sity Office for Community Engage-
ment (Fort Worth)

Awardees will be honored at 
a special reception during next 
year’s Global Volunteer Month in 
April 2023. The nomination form 
can be found at the website, the 
abbreviated URL for which is  
bit.ly/3Rcf8Jh.

Nominations sought for Service-Learning Champion Award



CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Expires 8/31/2022.

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E

There’s a New Way to Replace your Air Conditioner!
No money down • No Install fees • No maintenance costs
No repair charges for LIFE! • No financing (doesn’t affect your credit)
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Seven Lakes finishes top ten in Lone Star Cup standings
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes finished ninth overall in 
the final update of the school year to the 
Lone Star Cup standings, ending the year 
with 72 points to lead Katy ISD schools.

The Lone Star Cup recognizes the 
best schools in sports and competitions 
among the University Interscholastic 
League.

  
  
  

LONE STAR CUP STANDINGS

CLASS 6A
1. Southlake Carroll, 131
2. The Woodlands, 113
3. Allen, 91
4. Austin Lake Travis, 86
4. Austin Westlake, 86
6. Austin Vandegrift, 83.7
7. San Antonio Reagan, 82
8. Keller, 73
9. Seven Lakes, 72
10. Duncanville, 64
11. Rockwall, 62
12. Pearland, 61

13. Ridge Point, 60
14. Summer Creek, 58
14. Lewisville Marcus, 58
16. Atascocita, 57
17. Deer Park, 56
18. Lewisville Flower Mound, 54
18. South Grand Prairie, 54
20. Tompkins, 53
21. Northside O'Connor, 52
22. Arlington Martin, 51
23. Katy, 50
24. Bridgeland, 49
24. Prosper, 49 

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Teammates congratulate Seven Lakes midfielder Aidan 
Morrison (10) after scoring a goal on a penalty kick 

during the first half of the Class 6A boys state semifinal 
between Katy Seven Lakes and Plano on April 15, 2022 

in Georgetown, Texas. 

See SPARTANS, page B3

With big goals, Cinco uses camp 
to make jump towards season
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

When Gavin Rutherford walked 
off the field following Cinco Ranch’s 
season ending loss to Summer 
Creek, he was angry, but deter-
mined.

Cinco Ranch had overcome so 
much, winning eight games after 
winning just one over the previous 
two years and making it all the way 
to the Class 6A, Division II semifi-
nals. 

But after that loss, Rutherford 
and every Cinco player knew that as 
good as 2021 was, that they could be 
even better in 2022. 

“We knew exactly what we need-
ed to work on after last season and 
we’ve been doing that,” Rutherford 
said. “We’ve just been trying to get 
stronger and faster — that’s the main 
goal right now. Really the big thing 
is doing that, building our chemistry 
and getting our basic plays funda-
mentally sound. If we keep building 
on that heading into two-a-days, 
we’re in a really good spot.”

The Cougars have been building 
to take that next step throughout 
summer strength and conditioning 
and have been putting in the work 
both on and off the field. Because 

they know things will be even hard-
er this year.

Cinco will move up to 6A, Divi-
sion I in all instances this season, 
as they have the second highest 
enrollment numbers in Katy ISD. 
With that jump up, they will face an 
even tougher path to get where they 
want to go if the team reaches the 
postseason.

Part of the Cougars' prepara-
tion was to not partake in spring 
practice so they could get extra time 
in strength and conditioning and in 

practice leading up to the season.
“We get an extra week of practice 

and an extra scrimmage,” said 
senior wide receiver Seth Salverino. 
“Being able to have those is huge. 
We’re going to keep pushing but 
also staying healthy and we’re going 
to keep it going towards the season. 
We know what we want and we’re 
going to practice hard to get it.”

The Cougars are preparing or a 
season where everyone will be on 

Jordan gearing up 
for fall practice
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Jordan has been buzzing 
through summer strength and 
conditioning. 

The Warriors have been 
hard at work preparing for 
their first year with a varsity 
schedule and everyone in the 
building has a goal to make it 
successful. 

Jordan has continued to 
grow as it heads for its first 
season with seniors and they 
push to be better every day. 

“We’ve just been working 
together every day,” said quar-
terback Colin Willetts. “That’s 
the great things about it is 
we’ve already built that chem-
istry up so we can really focus 
on getting stronger and trying 
to get everything down that 
we need to take our games to 
the next level.”

Jordan has been working 
towards this since the school 
opened in 2020. They want 
to make the of this year but 
know how difficult it will be as 
they join one of the toughest 
districts in the state in District 
19-6A, but despite that, they 
remain confident and more 
than ready to take on the chal-
lenge. 

“We’ve been doing every-
thing we can to be ready,” said 
Jordan receiver Nathan Salz. 
“We did 7-on-7, which puts 
us in more fourth quarter situ-
ations and makes you play in 
those close games, so it really 
just forces you to learn how to 
push through and stay calm 
at the end of those games. It’s 
really helped us improve and 
we’re just getting better all 
around heading into the year.”

The Warriors have an excit-
ing mix of young players, with 
Willetts having a number of 
options to sling the ball to in 
Salz, Andrew Mash and Zech-
ariah Sample among others. 

That strength and skill po-
sitions will need to be backed 
up by good offensive line play 
and a strong run game. 

Jordan knows that and 
have been focused on getting 
bigger and stronger through-
out the offseason. And that 
work has already been paying 
dividends. 

“Everyone here just is fo-
cused on that one goal,” Sam-
ple said. “The discipline here 
is unmatched compared to 
anywhere else I’ve been. Just 
building that chemistry with 

Noah Abboud hauls in a touchdown catch during a game against Wichita Falls Rider at Veterans 
Memorial Park in College Station.

Cinco Ranch’s Fischer Reed tries 
to haul in a catch during a game 
against Harker Heights at Veterans 
Memorial Park in College Station.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

See CINCO, page B3
TYLER TYRE

Jordan’s Colin Willetts makes a throw during a 7-on-7 game.

See JORDAN, page B3
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Private Furnished Offices, Virtual Business Suites,  Co-Working Suites, Day
Offices, Conference Room rentals & more!  APEX Executive Suites allows
you to choose the office solution that you works best for the work you do.  

25807 Westheimer Pkwy
Third Floor

Katy, TX   77494

Stop in on FREE Pass Friday!
281.505.1106Call us

         Today

Let APEX Executive Suites be your "suite" business escape.
#APEXExecutiveSuites

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The Houston Rockets have a new goal this year.
To win more games.
For the past two years, the Rockets have  focused 

on the development of young players and the accu-
mulation of high draft picks that will help make the 
team better in the future. 

Now the Rockets are transitioning into a team that 
wants to compete, and it is showing in the team's new 
rookie class.

“It’s been fun already being here,” said Jabari 
Smith Jr., the No. 3 overall pick in the draft. “I think 
all of us, the rookies and the guys already here will 
jell really quickly because we all care about winning. 
We all want to get better and know the main goal is to 
get better everyday we’re here. That’s the main thing 
is just keep working and keep pushing forward and 
that’s what everyone here wants to do.”

Smith will immediately help with a Rockets fran-
chise wanting to win more games, as he adds much 
needed defense to a team that ranked 30th, or dead 
last in defensive rating last season. 

“I can’t compare him to another NBA player,” said 
Rockets general manager Rafael Stone. “I think he’s 
really unique. I can’t think of another player with his 
combination of size and defense and shooting. I just 
don’t remember seeing it, so I’m really excited to see 
what he can do.”

Tari Eason will do the same thing, as he was one 
of the best prospects on defense in the entire draft, 
combining great athleticism and size with a desire 
that few match.

“Tari has an exceptional motor and you love to 
have that in someone,” Stone said. “You add that to 
his physicality, his speed and his ability offensively in 
transition and on the boards along with shooting, and 
it's awesome. But really defensively, he gets after it 
and that’s what you need in today’s NBA.”

But, everyone on the Rockets staff knows that this 
year won’t be without growing pains. The Rockets 
there will be eight players on the roster as we head 
into summer league that are in their first or second 
year in the league. 

“We had five guys who were 20 years old or young-
er when we started last year and now we’re adding 
three super young guys,” said Rockets head coach Ste-
phen Silas. “The challenge comes just from that learn-
ing curve, there’s going to be patience required. But 
we have to build winning habits and that takes time. 
That takes time and we saw that last year, but I antici-
pate it going a little bit quicker this year just since we 
have more established going into this season.”

The picks fit right into the Rockets' plans, as the 
young core they have built up for the past two years 
will now have a chance to grow together as a team.

“That was the goal going into it,” Stone said. “I sat 
up here a year and a half ago and that was what we 
said we wanted to do. It feels good that we’ve been 
able to get all these young talented guys. I’m excited 
and I feel like we’re on track, and I feel our fans are 
bought in to this process. These guys are our future, 
we feel really good about it and I think we have really 
built well for the future.”

And along with helping the future, they will help 
the present. Houston needed help defensively. Smith 
obviously will help with that, but both Eason and No. 
29 overall pick TyTy Washington project as plus de-
fenders with great length and the ability to switch at 
the NBA level. Silas, for one, can’t wait to get to work 
with his young guns when they start Summer League.

“My No. 1 thing I had been talking about was 
how we were going to make our defense better, and 
then Rafael went out and drafted three really good 
defenders,” Silas said. “But the great thing is they’re 
all two-way players, so we’re going to be long, athletic 
and versatile on both ends of the floor and I’m super 
excited about that. Last night I was already on my 
laptop thinking of things we can do defensively.”

Rockets 
rookies look 
to make 
an impact

Texans running backs looking 
to improve heading into season
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The Houston Texans made major 
additions to their offense this offsea-
son.

The Texans wanted to add to the 
offense in any way they could, bring-
ing in multiple receivers, but there 
was one thing that was most import-
ant for the team.

Improving the run game.
The Texans were one of the worst 

teams in the league last season, aver-
aging just 83 rushing yards per game 
and just 3.4 yards per carry, which 
was dead last in the league. Houston 
also scored just eight times on the 
ground all season, which was second 
worse in the league.

So fixing that this offseason was a 
huge priority. The Texans brought in 
free agent offensive guard A.J. Cann 
and drafted both Kenyon Green and 
Austin Deculus to help shore up 
an offensive line that struggled last 
season.

But one of the most important 
additions for the run game, was 
the team drafting Dameon Pierce, 
who joins a running back room that 
includes Rex Burkhead and Marlon 
Mack. 

That trio had a large impact at 
OTA’s and mandatory minicamp, 
where each showed flashed of what 
they could do.

“It was a great offseason for us," 
said Texans running back coach Dan-
ny Barrett. “We had some great addi-
tions to the room, with Marlon (Mack) 
Dare (Ogunbowale) and the young 

buck Dameon Pierce. So coming into 
this offseason we wanted to develop 
that continuity and comradery from 
them and they’ve really embraced 
that. They encourage one another 
and compete with one another trying 
to make each other better and most 
importantly, they’re all healthy.”

Pierce brings a physical presence 
to the team that complements Rex 
Burkhead, who had a strong end to 
the season and is great as a receiver 
out of the backfield as well as a block-
er. Mack also hopes to have a bounce 
back with the Texans, as he was a 
1000-yard rusher three years ago, but 
injuries have derailed the running 
back since then.

“He’s come in and done a good 
job,” Barrett said. “I thought coming 
in initially, being the veteran that 
he is, that that would be the case. 
He came in and really got a feel for 
everybody and since that first week, 
everything has been smooth sailing 
for him. He’s gotten his confidence 
back to the level it was prior to his 
injuries and you can see the burst and 
the speed he has. We’re really looking 
forward to him.”

Pierce, being the youngest in the 

room and the only rookie among the 
running backs, has been taken under 
the wing of some of the veterans. 

“He’s going to have that learning 
curve,” Barrett said. “They have to 
come in and learn a whole new way 
of life. They have to learn how to take 
care of their bodies, learn how to 
take film and do all these different 
things. He’s done a really good job of 
coming in and trying to learn what 
we want him to do on a daily basis. 
Now he is going to go through this 
break and keep that regimen and 
come back even more confident 
and ready than before when we hit 
training camp.”

The running backs will return in 
late July for training camp and all of 
them can’t wait to get back to work. 

“It’s going to be great getting the 
pads on those guys,” Barrett said. 
“Once you do that and you get that 
contact, you get to see if we can 
sustain what we’ve already accom-
plished. That’s what’s going to be the 
key. It’s going to be a mindset, I’ve 
always believed that if you have that 
right mindset, you’ll be successful 
and I think our group has that.”

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Houston Texans running back Rex Burkhead (28) carries the ball through contact with New York Jets cornerback Bryce Hall (37) during an NFL game between the 
Houston Texans and the New York Jets on November 28, 2021 in Houston, Texas. The Jets won, 21-14

“It’s going to be great getting the pads on those 
guys. Once you do that and you get that contact, 
you get to see if we can sustain what we’ve already 
accomplished. That’s what’s going to be the key."

— Danny Barrett, Texans running back coach
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Points are given for each 
schools performance in 
academic competitions along 
with baseball, basketball, cross 
country, football, golf, soccer, 
softball, swimming & diving, 
team tennis, tennis track & 
field, volleyball, wrestling and 
other non-sports competitions. 

Seven Lakes was the top 
Katy ISD team for the 2021-
2022 school year, while Tomp-
kins finished in 20th with 53 
points and Katy finished 23rd 
with 50 points on the year. 

Seven Lakes earned its most 
points from the boys soccer 
team, which made it to the 
state semifinals and notched 14 

points in the competition, while 
Spartans girls basketball team 
earned the Spartans 10 points. 

Tompkins' top points getters 
were baseball and volleyball, 
where the Falcons earned eight 
points apiece. Katy’s top point 
getting sport was football, 
which garnered the Tigers 12 
points and 10 from baseball 
and volleyball.

Southlake Carroll took home 
first place in the Lone Star Cup, 
tallying 131 points for the year, 
while The Woodlands came in 
second with 113 points. Allen, 
Lake Travis and Westlake 
rounded out the top five.
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the lookout for them. They 
may have been able to go 
under the radar last year, but 
that won’t be the case this 
time around.

Along with Rutherford 
returning, who has a chance 
to break a number of Cinco 
Ranch passing records this 
season, the Cougars return 
most of their skill position 
players on offense, including 
Salverino, Noah Abboud, 
Sam McKnight and Fischer 
Reed.

And those players' 
chemistry is only getting 
better.

“We’ve built that chem-
istry so much from last 
year,” Abboud said. “We 
already were comfortable 
with one another but now 
we know how to share the 
field, we learned how to be 
a team and be happy with 
everyone's success instead 
of just our own, we learned 
how to play as a team and 
things couldn’t be going 
better. We’re ready for any 
challenge.”

Cinco will be back on the 
field for two-a-days on Au-
gust 1, and the Cougars are 
ready and can’t wait to go.

“We’ve been getting 
ready, we’re doing so much 
stuff together and building 
that chemistry,” said senior 
linebacker Braden Williams. 
“Honestly I think we can be 
even better than last year. 
We all just can’t wait.”

from page B1
CINCO

from page B1
JORDAN

everyone on the roster, 
with my quarterback, 
receivers, teammates, 
everyone, it’s just really 
good. I love it and you 
can see why everyone in 
the program has bought 
in.”

For Jordan though, 
the work is just begin-
ning. They know once 
they start practice in 
August everything will 
ramp up even more. 
And they know that this 
year will come with a lot 
of learning as well. But 
at the same time, they 
can’t wait to get this 
thing going.

“It’s been tough, 
we’ve all been working to 
reach that next level, but 
that’s part of football and 
you have to do that work 
to get better,” Marsh said. 
“We really just have to 
make sure we’re focused 
on the job at hand. Ev-
eryone has to be locked 
in at all times and we 
have to play together as a 
team. If we do that, then 
we’re going to shock 
some people this year.”

TYLER TYRE

Jordan’s Zechariah Sample prepares to defend a wide receiver during a 7-on-7 game.
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Jack Little rounds third base during Thursday’s game between Tompkins and San Antonio Reagan at the 
Tompkins baseball field.
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Katy ISD Provides Screenings
for Students with Suspected

Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Special Education
Department provides screenings for students with
suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student 
with a disability who lives within the district’s boundaries. 
The screenings are designed to help iden  tify children who 
may qualify for the district’s special education programs.

Students with all categories of disabilities be tween the ages 
of three and 21 can be provided with services to ensure
their successful participation in school. These services 
and supports may be provided through Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act or through the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act. Special
Education services are also available to children who are 
visually and/or auditory impaired start ing at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be chal lenged with a 
disability, please contact the Katy ISO Special Education 
office at 281-396-2066. The Special Education office will 
coordinate efforts to evaluate the student and, if eligible, 
ensure that the student is pro  vided with supports and 
services needed to benefit from instruction. Please do not 
hesitate to call should you have any questions or concerns.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
em  ployer. The Board of Trustees and its agents, officers and 
staff members shall not discriminate on the basis of gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

WANT TO BUY 
travel trailer, pop-
up camper. Minor 
work OK. Call 
John 832-773-
2657

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids addressed to Willow Fork Drainage District, 
Attention: Ms. Wendy Duncan, President, Board of 
Directors, will be received until 9:30 a.m., Local Time, 
Thursday, July 14, 2022, and then publicly opened and 
read at the office of the Engineer, LJA Engineering, Inc., 
1904 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, Texas 
77449 for “ 2022 Diversion Channel Silt Hauling Project for 
Willow Fork Drainage District, Fort Bend County, Texas”. In 
addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the address above, 
you may attend the Bid Opening by telephone, by dialing +1 
346-202-6170, Phone Conference ID:  168 844 858#.

Scope of Work of the Contract: The Fort Bend County 
Drainage District and Willow Fork Drainage District are 
removing silt form the portions of Buffalo Bayou and the 
Diversion Channel. The County will stockpile material 
near Buffalo Bayou and Peek Road. This contract is for 
the disposal of the material which includes the contractor 
loading, hauling and legal disposal off-site. 

Bids received after the closing time will be returned 
unopened.  A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be 
held on Thursday, July 7, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. at the office 
of the Engineer, LJA Engineering, Inc., 1904 West Grand 
Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, Texas 77449.  To attend the 
audio format non-mandatory pre-bid conference, dial +1 
346-202-6170, Phone Conference ID: 878 196 419#.  

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided, and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the 
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, 
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four 
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Bidding documents may be examined at LJA Engineering, 
Inc., 1904 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, 
Texas 77449 or may be obtained by prospective bidders or 
suppliers at https://www.civcastusa.com.  

By submitting a Bid, Bidder acknowledges and agrees 
that the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed 
or agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, 
as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic 
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, 
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or Contract 
and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be 
terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally 
fails to comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

Willow Fork Drainage District

770
RVs, CAMPERS

Legal Secretary 
Wanted - Part Time 

Experience &
Spanish speaker a 

plus. Send resume to
srjaimelaw@outlook.com

Work Wanted
Home Assembly

52 years
experience
Call Chris

281-392-6255

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Owner: Mason Creek Utility District 
Owner’s Office: 847 Dominion, Katy, TX 77450
Project (the Work): Ellingham Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation,

including approximately 2,300 linear feet of 8-inch 
pipe (static pipe bursting/crushing method with 8-inch 
HDPE, SDR 19), manholes (cementitious rebuild), 
sewer leads, by-pass pumping, tree clearing, traffic 
control, site restoration, and related work, all in 
accordance with plans and specifications.  

Project location:  Along Ellingham Drive, Katy, TX 77450
Owner proposes to let a contract for the Project and seeks 
bids. Generally, bids must be signed, sealed and physically 
submitted at Owner’s Office by July 28, 2022 at 10:00 AM, 
when they will be opened and publicly read, all in 
accordance with the Contract Documents, which are: (i) 
on file at the Owner’s Office where all bidders may examine 
them and get copies; (ii) incorporated herein by reference, 
including prevailing wages; and (iii) posted on civcastusa.com.
A pre-bid conference (non-mandatory) is set for July 15, 
2022 at 10:00 AM at Owner’s Office. /s/ Len Forsyth, 
Project Officer.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids in duplicate will be received by Woodmere Dev. 
Co., Ltd. on behalf of Harris County M.U.D. No. 432 in the 
office of KGA/DeForest Design, LLC (L.A. License No. 
2602, Texas), 24275 Katy Freeway, Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 
77494 until 2:00 P.M. on July 14, 2022, for Morton Creek 
Ranch South Section 24 Landscape Improvements.

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for 
construction of improvements including sidewalks, 
drainage, irrigation, planting, fine grading and hydromulch.

Bidders shall submit two (2) copies of the Bid on exact 
copies of the Bid Form provided. A Conflict of Interest 
Questionnaire (Form CIQ) and Certificate of Interested 
Parties (HB Form 1295) must be returned with Bid. (Forms 
are provided with Spec Book)

Bid Documents may be examined without charge in the 
offices of KGA/DeForest Design, LLC, 24275 Katy Freeway, 
Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 77494, or may be obtained upon 
deposit of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) for each set.  
This sum is non-refundable and checks should be made 
payable to KGA/DeForest Design, LLC.  Only check or 
money order will be accepted.

A Cashier’s Check or Bidder’s Bond Payable to Woodmere 
Dev. Co., Ltd. on behalf of Harris County M.U.D. No. 432 
in the amount of not less than five percent (5%) of the bid 
submitted, outlined in the Contract Documents, must 
accompany the Bid.

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for July 08, 
2022, at 2:00 P.M. at the office of KGA/DeForest Design, 
LLC.

Bidders must have at least five years of confirmed 
experience on comparable size projects of a similar scope 
in the Houston Area.

The successful bidder receiving contract award must 
furnish Performance, Payment, and Maintenance Bonds 
in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) each of the 
total Contract price.  Each such bond shall be executed by a 
corporate surety duly authorized to do business in the State 
of Texas.

The winning bid is decided not by low price but by this 
standard:

“The responsible person or persons that, in the Board’s 
judgment, will be most advantageous to the District and 
result in the best and most economical completion of the 
District’s proposed improvements.”    

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and 
to waive bidding informalities.  

NOTICE OF RECEIPT 
OF APPLICATION 

BY COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
TO REVISE A SUBDIVISION 

PLAT FILED FOR RECORD WITH 
THE COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION:   Santos and Sonia Quinteros, owners, 
are requesting to be allowed to revise Tract 4 of Quinteros  
Subdivision.  The revision will be to partition Tract 
4 into two lots.  These newly configured lots would  
consist of Tract 4-A (1.000 acre) and Tract 4-B (1.428 acres).   
Quinteros Subdivision is situated in the Samuel C. 
Hady Survey, A-31, Waller County, Texas recorded in  
Instrument No. 1507489, in the Official Public Records of 
Waller County, Texas.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the  
applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during 
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on July 27, 
2022 at the Waller County Courthouse, 836 Austin St., 
Hempstead, Texas, 77445.

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO.
3045 BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KATY, TEXAS, ON JUNE 27, 2022:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS AMENDING THE
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF KATY BY
CHANGING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION
FROM “R-1” “SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
DISTRICT” TO “C-1” “COMMERCIAL
DISTRICT” FOR 5.5452 ACRES IN THE JAMES
CONNER SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 157,  AND
APPROXIMATELY 14.5737 ACRES IN THE
JAMES CONNER SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 157,
FORT BEND COUNTY, TEXAS; AMENDING
THE CITY OF KATY’S COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN; PROVIDING A PENALTY IN AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $2000.00 FOR
EACH DAY OF VIOLATION OF ANY
PROVISION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN
CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed bids may be submitted either (i) electronically
using the CivCast USA (“CivCast”) website
(www.civcastusa.com), or (ii) Paper copy in duplicate. Bids 
will be received by Harris-Waller County Municipal Utility 
District No. 3 at the office of the Engineer for the District, 
EHRA, 10011 Meadowglen Lane, Houston, Texas 77042, 
and electronic bids delivered via the CivCast website, until 
2:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 26th, 2022, at which time all bids 
will be publicly opened and read for the construction of 
the project:

HARRIS-WALLER COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY 
DISTRICT NO. 3

CANE ISLAND – SECTION 13 AND FRANZ ROAD 
PHASE 3

Project No. 015-235-21

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held on 
Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 2:30 p.m. via Zoom Conference 
Call. Zoom Conference Call information will be provided 
at www.civcastusa.com.

The combined areas of the streetscape scope consist of 
sidewalk, entry monument, planting space and irrigation 
infrastructure zoning.

The above-described construction will be performed
in accordance with plans and specifications and any
addenda thereto which may be issued prior to the
opening of bids. Plans, specifications and bid documents
may be viewed and downloaded free of charge or the
option to purchase hard copies on the CivCastUSA Website
(www.CivCastUSA.com). Documents are also available for 
review at the office of the Engineer or Houston area plan 
rooms.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Certified or Cashier’s 
Check, from a responsible bank in the State of Texas, or 
a Bid Bond, issued by a surety legally authorized to do 
business in the State of Texas, equal to five percent (5%) of 
the total bid amount. Make the Cashier’s Check, Certified 
Check or Bid Bond payable to the Owner.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids or
to accept any bid deemed advantageous to it and waive
informalities in bidding. All bids received after the closing 
time above designated will be returned unopened.

TexSCAN Week of 
July 3-9, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-
ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

PUBLIC AWARENESS
NEED HELP WITH YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN? 
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. CALL US 
TODAY 1-800-443-2528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 
312-625-5322.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE

YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week
For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

WINDOW CLEANINGBUSINESS SERVICES REAL ESTATE

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Suite E200

Katy, TX 77494
(281) 503-7117

     Jonathan McNabb, Broker/Owner

Local Roots | Global Reach
From the best tools and technology to transparency 
throughout the entire process, we're the top choice 

for buyers and sellers.

WINDOW SCREENS

New Screens and Re-Screens

www.katywindowscreens.com
281-392-5353

Katy Window Screens
by Quality Pro LLC

KTX Window Cleaning, LLC

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
www.ktxwindowcleaning.com

Foster, Galvin, Amaewhule make Preseason All-Texas Team
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Taylor grads Bryce Foster and 
Praise Amaewhule, along with Katy 
grad Connor Galvin, were named 
to the Dave Campbell Texas 
Football 2022 Preseason All-Texas 
Team on Tuesday, with all three 
Katy ISD graduates being named 
to the first team, and Galvin being 
named the best offensive lineman 
in the state of Texas.

The All-Texas team includes 52 
collegiate football players from the 
12 FBS schools in the state. 

Foster earned his honors after 
starting 12 games as a freshman 
last year for Texas A&M and being 
named the top newcomer on the 
offensive side of the ball for the 
team. 

Foster was named to the SEC 
All-Freshman team last year along 
as being named to the FWAA 
Freshman-All America Team and 
The Athletic Freshman All-Ameri-
can Team. 

Galvin, a senior, started every 
game last season at left tackle for 
Baylor and helped the Bears to 
Big 12 championship and a bowl 
win over No. 8 Ole Miss, leading to 
his selection as the top offensive 
lineman in the state.

Galvin comes off a season in 
which he was named the Big 12 
offensive lineman of the year, the 
AP All-American Team, The Ath-
letic All-American Team and was 
named to the Reese’s Senior Bowl 
Watchlist. 

Amaewhule is entering his 
redshirt junior season and comes 
off a season in which he earned 
All-Conference USA first team 

honors, helping his place on the 
All-Texas preseason first team. 

Amaewhule led the Miners 
with 13 tackles for loss last year 
as well as 10 quarterback hurries 
and three forced fumbles. He 
also ranked second on the team 
with seven pass breakups and 
sacks with 5.5, while ranking 22nd 
nationally in forced fumbles, while 
starting all 13 games for UTEP.

Houston places seven on team
The University of Houston had 

the second most players of any 
school placed on the team, with 
seven members of the Cougars 
named to the team.

Clayton Tune and Nathaniel 
Dell led the way for the Cougars, as 
Tune was named the best quar-
terback in the state and Dell was 
named the best receiver. Houston 
placed Patrick Paul and Gervarrius 
Owens on the first team with Tune 
and Dell while Christian Trahan, 
Derek Parish and Donavan Mutin 
were named to the second team. 

A&M leads Texas  
with eight selections

Texas A&M were the top selec-
tion getters in the state, placing 
eight on the team, including five 
selections on the first team.

Antonio Johnson led the way for 
the Aggies, being named the best 

defensive back in the state. He was 
joined by Devon Achane, Foster, 
Ainias Smith, Edgerrin Cooper and 
Antonio Johnson on the first team, 
while Reuben Fatheree II, Demani 
Richardson and Tyreek Chappell 
were named to the second team. 

Rice placed two members on 
the team in Ikenna Enechukwu 

and Gabe Taylor, who both made 
the defensive second team. 

UTSA placed six players on the 
team while Baylor had five named 
to the team. Texas, TCU and UTEP 
all had four each named to the 
team while Stephen F. Austin’s 
Xavier Gipson was the only FCS 
player to be named. 

 MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Houston, Tx. Nov. 30, 2019: Taylor's Gavin Belue (33) celebrates his TD with Taylor's Bryce Foster (74) during the regional playoff game between Katy 
Taylor and Humble at NRG Stadium in Houston.

COURTESY PHOTO

Taylor grad Bryce Foster

Rockets, John Wall 
agree to contract buyout
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

After a long wait, John Wall 
will finally make his exit from the 
Rockets organization.

The veteran point guard and 
the Rockets mutually agreed to 
a buyout of Wall’s contract on 
Tuesday, leaving Wall free to sign 
with any team during free agency, 
which starts on Thursday. 

Wall was acquired by Houston 
in 2020 for Russell Westbrook 
and a first round pick. When the 
Rockets shifted to a younger ros-
ter that year, he transitioned into 
a veteran leader and played 40 
games, averaging 20 points and 
six assists in the 2020-21 season. 

But after that, with the Rockets 
wanting to increasingly play a 
young backcourt of Jalen Green 
and Kevin Porter Jr., Wall and the 
Rockets mutually agreed to have 
the veteran sit out the 2021-2022 
season as Houston looked for 
trade partners for the point guard. 

Wall though, continued to 
practice with the team and provide 
a voice for the younger players, and 

Houston wanted to reward that by 
allowing him to choose his next 
team after no trades materialized 
throughout the year. 

Wall agreed to reduce the 
Rockets contract of $ 47.36 million 
by $6.5 million, which is the exact 
amount a team could offer the mid 
level exception to him this year. It 
is already reported by many outlets 
that Wall will end up with the Los 
Angeles Clipper, joining Kawhi 
Leonard and Paul George as they 
try to make a run at an NBA cham-
pionship next season. 

Wall came into the league as 
a lightning quick point guard 
and was taken with the first pick 
by the Wizards in the 2010 NBA 
draft. Over his ten seasons he 
has averaged 19.1 points and 9.1 
assists. He also averaged a double 
double in each of the 2014-
2015, 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 
seasons. 

His career took a turn for the 
worse after that though, as he 
dealt with a plethora of injuries 
in his final years in Washington 
and missed all of the 2019-2020 
season with an Achilles injury. 

BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Logan Eggleston has already cemented herself as 
one of the best volleyball players in Texas history.

This season, she has the potential to become even 
more historic.

The senior outside hitter was named the preseason 
Big 12 Player of the Year for the second consecutive 
season, one of four Longhorns to be named to the 
preseason All-Big 12 team on Wednesday.

Eggleston is the first player to repeat as Preseason 
Player of the Year since Micaya White was honored in 
back-to-back years for the Longhorns in 2018-19. She 
is the 13th Texas player to earn the preseason award.

Eggelston is a two-time Big 12 Player of the Year, 
and was second in the conference with 4.67 points per 
set, third with an average of 0.48 service aces per set 
and had 3.85 kills per set in 2021.

The Longhorns made it to the regional final last 
season and finished with a record of 27-2 overall.

Texas led the preseason All-Big 12 team with four 
of 15 selections, including Eggelston, Asjia O’Neal, 
Zoe Fleck and Madisen Skinner.

O’Neal was an All-American for the Longhorns 
in 2021, finishing fifth on the team with 170 kills and 
third with a .388 hitting percentage.

Fleck was an All-American at UCLA and two-time 
Pac-12 Libero of Year, helping the Bruins advance to 
the Regional Semifinal. Skinner was an Honorable 
Mention All-American and two-time All-SEC selection 
at Kentucky.

For the 15th time in program history and 12th 
consecutive season, Texas has been voted the favorite 
in the Big 12 for the fall season, according to head 
coaches.

Since 2011, the Longhorns ate 167-9 in Big 12 play, 
finishing with perfect records in 2013, 2017 and 2020. 
Texas won its fifth-straight Big 12 Championship in 
2021 and advanced to the Regional Final for the 12th 
time in the last 16 seasons last year.

Texas announced its 2022 Big 12 schedule earlier 
this month and will return to the home-and-home 
format. The Longhorns open Big 12 play on Sept. 21 
at Kansas before returning to Gregory Gymnasium 
against Oklahoma on Sept. 24.

Eggleston named 
preseason Player 
of the Year

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Texas Longhorns senior outside hitter Logan Eggleston (33) celebrates 
a point during an NCAA volleyball match between Texas and UTSA in 
2021 in Austin, Texas.
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Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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Herrera to debut with Dynamo on July 9 vs. FC Dallas
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Hector Herrera will make his de-
but for the Houston Dynamo when 
they host FC Dallas on July 9, the 
club announced. 

Herrera was one of the biggest 
signings ever for the Dynamo, as 
he comes to Houston from Atletico 
Madrid in Spain and arrives in the 
United States still in the prime of his 
career.

The 32-year-old has captained 
the Mexican National Team and FC 
Porto and comes to Houston with a 
wealth of experience. He will begin 
training this week as he gets fit for 
the remainder of the MLS season as 
well as for Mexico’s World Cup roster 
in the fall. 

“We are excited for Hector to 
begin training with the team when 

he starts with the club later this 
month,” said Houston Dynamo FC 
general manager Pat Onstad. “The 
MLS secondary transfer window 
opens on July 7, which means his 
first eligible game will be at home 
against FC Dallas on July 9. We 
hope the whole city of Houston 
turns out to welcome him and 
support our push to make the 2022 
Audi MLS Playoffs.”

Herrera helped lead Atletico 
Madrid to the LaLiga championship 
in 2020-2021 and was also part of the 
team that made the UEFA Champi-
ons League quarterfinals this sea-
son. He won three domestic trophies 
while at Porto.

For his club career, Herrera has 
38 goals and 41 assists, while he has 
10 goals and 15 assists over 100 ap-
pearances for the Mexican National 
Team.

He has appeared in two World 
Cups for El Tri, as well as the 2013 
ad 2017 FIFA Confederations Cup 
and the Copa America Centenario 
in 2016. He also recently helped 
Mexico reach the finals of the 
CONCACAF Nations League and 
the CONCACAF Gold Cup, where he 
was named the tournament’s best 
player and given the Golden Ball 
award. He was also part of Mexico’s 
first and only team to win a gold at 
the 2012 London Olympics.

Herrera is joining the team at a 
pivotal time, as Houston sits in tenth 
in the Western Conference and two 
points back from Seattle in seventh 
and a playoff spot. 

The Dynamo will play Charlotte 
to open July before taking on Dallas 
and Austin. Closing out the month 
with games against San Jose, Minne-
sota and Philadelphia.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Houston Dynamo supporters unveil a tifo before the start of a Major League Soccer match 
between the Houston Dynamo and Austin FC on April 30, 2022 in Houston, Texas.
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