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INSIDE

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Efforts continue to review books for appro-
priateness for Katy ISD school libraries, the 
district’s library programs coordinator told 
school trustees Monday.

In response to a question from Position 
1 Trustee Victor Perez, Sofia Darcy said the 
district calls its librarians to ask whether a 
particular book meets the criteria for approv-
al, and then checks again upon receiving the 
purchased book.

Darcy said when the district considers 
whether to purchase a book, it first confirms 
that the book has received a minimum of two 
positive reviews from professional journals. 
She said the district uses all available journal 
reviews to determine age appropriateness and 
uses multiple resources to screen content for 
appropriateness. Orders then get submitted to 
the library services department for purchase, 
she said.

Darcy said the district gathers input and 
feedback for purchasing books from different 
sources. These sources include professional 
publications, professional learning networks, 
professional library conferences, and student 
and staff requests.

The district’s efforts to screen books for 
school libraries has been an ongoing issue 
for debate in the Katy ISD community. Last 
December, the district launched an app, called 
“Partner with Parents Online Book Review,” 
that was intended to enable parent feedback 

KATY ISD

Sofia Darcy, Katy ISD library programs coordinator, addresses 
trustees Monday. 

Trustees hear 
report on book 
selection policy as 
debate continues

City extends Hebert’s contract to 2025
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

The Katy City Council Monday 
extended the contract of City Admin-
istrator Byron Hebert for three years, 
expiring Sept. 30, 2025.

As city administrator, Hebert su-
pervises all city departments, though 
Police Chief Noe Diaz and Fire Chief 
Kenneth Parker report directly to May-

or Dusty Thiele.
Ward A Council Member Janet 

Corte, who along with Council Mem-
ber-at-Large and Mayor Pro Tem Chris 
Harris are the longest-serving mem-
bers of the current council, thanked 
Hebert for sharing his knowledge of 
how the city works.

“I’ve learned so much from you, By-
ron, even before I was elected,” Corte 
said. “You talk to me about all those 

different means of funding. I still refer 
to that cheat sheet today.”

Corte joked that she heard a rumor 
that Hebert was retiring. Hebert indi-
cated that was not the case. 

“The rumors are not correct,” He-
bert said.

Harris said council members have 
always had a “fun relationship” with 
Hebert.”

“I always tell people that this is an 

adversarial relationship,” Harris said. 
“But I have to say he carries out the 
will of the elected council and mayor. 
Advise, warn and guide. He does it 
very well, and we appreciate it.”

Ward B Council Member Gina 
Hicks thanked Hebert for his service 
and years of knowledge.

The other Ward B council member, BYRON HEBERT
Katy City 

AdministratorSee CONTRACT, page A3

See BOOKS, page A3

Katy ISD 
begins new school year

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Each new school year means a brand-
new challenge, rich with new opportunity. 
A time for achievement. A time for purpose.

And, for Katy ISD, a new elementary 
school for the first day of school, Aug. 17.

Robertson Elementary, 7400 Innova-
tion Drive, is the district’s 44th elementary 
school. It is situated in the Cane Island 
subdivision, where much of the district’s 
growth has been taking place in recent 
years. Superintendent Ken Gregorski said 
the school, which has an enrollment of 
about 700 students, relieves the enrollment 
pressure off nearby Bryant Elementary. 
Last year, Gregorski said, Bryant had an 
enrollment of about 1,300 students.

Gregorski said four more schools, two 
of which are elementary schools, are being 
built now. He said the district ended the 
2021-22 school year with an enrollment of 

about 91,500 students and expects to have 
an enrollment of about 100,000 students by 
2030. Last year the student population grew 
at 5%, Gregorski said.

Gregorski said it was a special day at 

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy school trustees Monday 
set a tax ratification election for 
November which, if approved by 
voters, would make up lost tax 
revenue and go towards educator 
salaries.

The measure will appear on the 
November state general election 
ballot.

Trustees voted unanimously 
to place the matter on the ballot 
while approving a $1.2 billion 
budget, about 88% of which goes 
towards staff salaries.

The district’s overall tax rate 
dropped from $1.3517 to $1.3048 
per $100 property evaluation. This 
is a decrease of $0.0469, or 3.5%. 
This drop is reflected in the dis-
trict’s maintenance and operations 
rate. State law requires the main-
tenance and operations rate drop 
when property values increase.

Using the newly adopted 
$1.3048 rate, a property valued at 
$363,366, with a taxable value of 
$324,213, would have a tax bill of 
$4,230.

If voters approve, or ratify, 
the tax rate in November, the 
rate would be, as it was last year, 
$1.3517. Using the previous exam-
ple, the tax bill would be $4,382, a 
$152 increase.

Regardless of how the TRE 
measure fares in November, 

Katy ISD 
sets tax 
ratification 
election for 
November

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Hurricane Harvey seen from a weather satellite. This Aug. 26, 2017 image shows lights from major 
cities outside Texas. The storm clouds cover those same lights from Texas cities.

Remembering Harvey
A story in three parts

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

This week marks a five-year 
anniversary that most Katy-area 
residents would likely rather 
forget. It featured an uninvited, 
unwelcome visitor that brought 
with it heavy winds, extensive 
flooding and catastrophic prop-
erty damage.

Although Rockport, situated 
178 miles southwest of Katy, has 
the sad distinction of being the 
storm’s Ground Zero, Katy took 

its share of Hurricane Harvey’s 
force.

Remembering Harvey, and 
Katy’s response to it, is a story 
told in three parts.

Part 1: The storm
The National Weather Service 

said Harvey began as a tropi-
cal wave on Aug. 13, 2017, and 
tracked westward across the 
Atlantic Ocean. On Aug. 17, it 
became a tropical storm and 

See HARVEY, page A6

STUDENTS RETURN TO CLASS—AND A NEW SCHOOL

Robertson Elementary is home of the Bulldogs. Katy ISD 
unveiled the school logo earlier this year.

KATY ISD

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Robertson Elementary principal Martha Pulido poses with two students on the first day at the new school. Katy ISD 
Superintendent Ken Gregorski stands at right. 

See SCHOOL, page A3

See ELECTION, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. One point north of due west
  4. Indigenous peoples of
      northern Scandinavia
  9. Popular California/Nevada
      lake
14. Go quickly
15. Fatty acid in soaps
16. Brand of fuel stations
17. State of fuss
18. Romance novelist
20. Members of a household
22. Asserts to be the case
23. Type of infection
24. With metal inlays
28. Chinese philosophic principle
29. Early multimedia
30. Employee stock ownership
      plan
31. He investigated Clinton
      administration
33. Shells
37. Six
38. Snakelike fish
39. Capital of Kenya
41. Influential group (abbr.)
42. Used to chop
43. It comes as a case
44. Challenges
46. Small amounts
49. The Golden State
50. Peyton’s little brother
51. For walking in Alaska
55. Buddhist honorific titles
58. Lively ballroom dance
59. Capital of Albania

60. Late night host
64. Draw from
65. A way to utilise
66. One who is not native
      Hawaiian
67. A power to perceive
68. Bulky
69. Horse mackerels
70. Proclaim out loud

CLUES DOWN
  1. Hits
  2. Bathroom accessory
  3. Young
  4. Beef cattles
  5. It’s often in soap
  6. For each
  7. Innermost membrane
      enveloping the brain
  8. A way to leave
  9. Emaciation
10. Punish with a fine
11. Steeds
12. Having eight
13. Greek goddess of the dawn
19. Mature reproductive cells
21. Armadillo species
24. Ancient country in what is
      now Romania
25. Extreme greed
26. Stars
27. Poems
31. Places to sit
32. One from the Lone Star State
34. Small rails

35. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
36. Where coaches work
40. Indicates position
41. Mammals
45. Resembling a wing
47. Beliefs
48. Hindu male religious teachers
52. Mischievously
53. Where athletes want to end
      up (abbr.)

54. Large, deep-bodied fish
56. Horned squash bug genus
57. Excessively sentimental
59. Shared verbally
60. You can put it on toast
61. Data mining methodology
      (abbr.)
62. Resinlike substance secreted
      by certain insects
63. Mauna __, Hawaiian volcano

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.
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COMMUNITY

SEPT. 2
FULSHEAR KATY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

TOPGOLF
The Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of Commerce is 

hosting a golf tournament. The event is from 12-3 
p.m. at Topgolf Houston – Katy, 1030 Memorial 
Brook Blvd.

For more information, visit the website  
fulshearkaty.com.

SEPT. 4
KATY TRIATHLON

The Rotary Club of Katy sponsors the Katy 
Triathlon, proceeds from which benefit Katy ISD 
students. The family-friendly event is free to the 
public.

The event is at 2100 Cane Island Pkwy. The start-
ing gun fires at about 7 a.m. For more information, 
visit the website katytriathlon.org.

SEPT. 9
KATY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CLAY SHOOT 

TOURNAMENT
The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting 

a clay shooting tournament Sept. 9. For more 

information, visit the website, the abbreviated URL 
for which is bit.ly/3QNMuO0.

MOVIE IN THE PARK
The Sandlot, everyone’s favorite classic summer 

hit, is the feature attraction at the Katy Movie in the 
Park event.

The show is at 7 p.m. Sept. 9 at Historic Down-
town Katy, 910 Ave. C. The movie starts at about 7:45 
p.m. Free popcorn, pre-movie activities and give-
aways. Snacks and drinks are available for purchase.

Participants can bring chairs, blankets, food/
drinks. NO glass, alcohol, or pets. Adults must 
accompany all minors.

SEPT. 14
LOCAL MAYORS ROUNDTABLE

The Fulshear Area Chamber of Commerce hosts 
a roundtable featuring local mayors, discussing 
issues of interest in their communities.

The event is part of the chamber’s regular meet-
ing, which from 7:30-9 a.m. Sept. 14, at Parkway 
Fellowship, 27043 FM 1093. For more information, 
visit the website fulshearkaty.com.

SHAKESPEARE IN THE SHADE PRESENTS HENRY V
Join Harris County Pct. 4 for live Shakespeare 

theater performances of Henry V in Bear Creek 
Park, 3535 War Memorial St.

Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. Sept. 16; 2 and 7:30 
p.m. Sept. 17, and 2 p.m. Sept. 18.

Those who cannot attend the Sept. 16–18 dates 
can instead take in a performance of Henry V on 
Friday, Sept. 23, at 7:30 p.m. at the Tracy Gee Com-
munity Center, or Friday, Sept. 30, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Richard and Meg Weekley Community Center.

Containing the famous St. Crispin’s Day speech, 
Henry V is not to be missed! After an insult from the 
French Dauphin, King Henry V of England invades 
France to claim the throne he believes should 
be his. Henry stops an assassination plot, gives 
powerful speeches, and wins battles against the 
odds. In the end, he woos and marries the Princess 
of France, linking the two nations.

SEPT. 16
OLIVER PENN AT NO LABEL BREWING

Born and raised in Rhode Island, Oliver Penn was 
autonomous from the start. Teaching himself to 
play drums and guitar, he began listening and play-
ing along to anything he could find. Before starting 
high school, he moved with his family to Houston.

After going back to Rhode Island for college, Oliver 
began casually playing in bands around town. He 
then began writing his own songs, introducing his 

earnest sound to the Northeast. Oliver is now back in 
Texas, taking its vibrant music scene by storm.

Oliver performs engaging acoustic solo and duo 
shows, as well as energetic, full-band shows. He 
has enjoyed sharing the stage with similar acts like 
Charley Crockett, Shinyribs, and Randall King at 
renowned venues including Luckenbach, Gruene 
Hall, and many others.

The show is from 7-10 p.m. at No Label Brewing, 
5351-A 1st St. For more information, visit the web-
site nolabelbrew.com.

SEPT. 17
KATY MARKET DAY

The monthly Katy Market Day features vendors, 
a food truck, beer garden, entertainment, and 
inflatable attractions for children's entertainment. 
The event is from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in historic Down-
town Katy. For more information, call Betsy Proctor 
at 281-391-1993.

PAWS FEST AT LACENTERRA
Circle B Veterinary Hospital presents Paws Fest, 

a canine festival. The event is from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sept. 17.

As a dog-friendly shopping center with var-
ious canine-centric 
amenities, LaCenterra 
is thrilled to host the 
ultimate entertainment 
experience for dog 
enthusiasts, local busi-
nesses and pet parents 
for its second year. The 
premier event attrac-
tion, DockDogs—the 
independent governing 
and sanctioning body 

for dock jumping and dock diving canine perfor-
mance sports—is also returning this year with 
more high-flying canine action.

In addition to DockDogs competitions, Paws 
Fest will encompass various other activities for pet 
parents and their furry friends to take part in.

For more information, visit the website  
lacenterra.com.

SEPT. 17-18
HEART OF KATY CRAFT MARKET

The Katy Bengal Brigade and Cheerleaders pres-
ent the Heart of Katy Craft Market, an event with 
over 100 vendors with arts, crafts, clothing and 
others. A food court available also available. The 
event is set for 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Katy High School, 
6331 Highway Blvd.

SEPT. 24
KTX OKTOBERFEST 2022

KTX Oktoberfest offers a fun-filled day of Ger-
man-themed food and drink, making it the perfect 
place to celebrate Oktoberfest. Live music and 
entertainment. Free general admission.

KTX Oktoberfest is from 10 a.m.-9 a.m. Sept. 24 
at Typhoon Texas. For more information, visit the 
website ktxoktoberfest.com.

SEPT. 27
FREE CHILDREN’S IMMUNIZATIONS  

BY HARRIS HEALTH
Children from 2 months to 18 years old with 

no health insurance, or who are underinsured, on 
Medicaid, or are Indian/Native American or Alaskan 
native are eligible. You must bring your child’s 
original shot records.

Immunizations happen from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sept. 
27 at the Steve Radack Community Center, 18650 
Clay Road.
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$299
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WEDDING 
GOWNS
Cleaned &
Preserved
$2500
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SERVICE
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Pickup and delivery available

1222 Park West Geen Dr.
Katy, Texas 77493

www.vibralifekaty.com

For more information please 
contact Shwanda Green  at 
346.762.6391 or 346.280.2911 or 
sgreen@vibralifekaty.com

Summer 
Admission 
Specials!
• Community Fee Waived

• 50% of 1st, 3rd, and 5th 
Month’s Rent

Comprehensive skilled
Rehab with Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy and 
Speech Therapy

on books the district purchases 
for its school libraries. District 
officials will use the feedback 
to decide whether a particu-
lar title is suitable for school 
libraries.

Books under review will 
continue to be available until 
officials decide whether to keep 
it. The district said it hoped to 
have a decision on a given book 
in 30 days.

The district at the time said 
parents and guardians can be 
notified of any library book 
their student or students check 
out from a school library.

Monday’s report and dis-
cussion followed an extended 
public comment portion of the 
meeting in which several Cinco 
Ranch High School students 
urged trustees to broaden the 
policy to include students in 
the book review process.

Students also urged trustees 
to change the policy in which 
books under review remain 
available until a decision to re-
move—if it is to be removed—
is made. That has not been the 
case, some said.

The district keeps a list of 
books it has removed from 
shelves on its website, the 
URL for which is katyisd.org/
Page/4311. As of Tuesday, 
district officials have deemed 
10 books for removal, all due 
to pervasive vulgarity. Here is 
the list:

• Lawn Boy, by Jonathan 
Evison; removed October 2021.

• Losing the Girl, by Mari-
Naomi; removed October 2021.

• Me Earl and the Dying 
Girl, by Jesse Andrews; re-
moved October 2021.

• Out of Darkness, by Ashley 
Hope Perez; removed October 
2021.

• The Nerdy and the Dirty, 
by B.T. Gottfred; removed Octo-
ber 2021

• Forever for a Year, by B.T. 
Gottfred; removed November 
2021.

• Jack of Hearts, by L.C. Ros-
en; removed November 2021.

• All Boys Aren't Blue by 
George M. Johnson; removed 
December 2021.

• The Handsome Girl and 
Her Beautiful Boy, by B.T. 
Gottfred; removed January 
2022.

• A Court of Mist and Fury, 
by Sarah J. Maas; removed 
February 2022.
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Katy-area property 
owners can expect 
to pay more because 
property values have 
risen, despite the lower 
tax rate. The demand 
for homes in the 
school district remains 
strong and the student 
enrollment continues 
to increase dramatical-
ly. Earlier this year, the 
district surpassed 90,000 students. Super-
intendent Ken Gregorski said earlier this 
month the district expects to have an enroll-
ment of about 100,000 students by 2030.

The maintenance and operation rate 
funds educator salaries. Trustees in May 

gave teachers and hourly workers a 5% 
raise, with all other personnel receiving a 
3% increase. School districts nationwide 
are competing to hire and retain teachers 
amidst a nationwide teacher shortage.

School districts typically give pay raises 
at the end of a school year so staff and their 
families can begin making their plans for the 
next school year.

The pay raise approved in May brought 
with it an approximately $12 million budget 
deficit that officials said the district could 
cover.

Position 2 Trustee Lance Redmon said 
the TRE, if approved, would not make up 
for that deficit. He described the TRE as not 
a catch-up mechanism, but as a tool that 
enables the district to invest in its staff.

“The conversation was started long be-
fore next year’s budget,” Redmon said. “The 
TRE is there to increase employee salaries. It 
allows us to stay ahead.”

Position 6 Trustee Rebecca Fox also said 
trustees have been talking about the TRE for 
some time. She said the TRE, if approved, 
would go for people.

“We need to be able to pay them more,” 
Fox said. “This money will go for people. It 
won’t be a blank check to do whatever we 
want. I just want people to know that should 
we choose to call for an election, this money 
is for people. Other school districts have 
been doing it. It’s been on our radar for a 
while. My view is to ask the people to tell us 
what they want. Here is your choice in the 
ballot box. What do you want us to do?”

Position for trustee Leah Wilson said the 
matter was about paying educators what 
they deserve to be paid.

Position 1 Trustee Victor Perez said if 
the district follows through with the TRE, 
he wants to see ample funds for safety and 
security and additional staff.

One citizen, Regina Johnson, spoke 
against the TRE proposal, saying it would be 
“really awesome” to see more budget cuts.

Numerous school districts, including 
Alvin, Dallas, Friendswood, Lubbock, San 
Antonio and Seguin, have called for such 
elections.

The district has established a webpage 
with more information about the election, 
the abbreviated URL for which is  
bit.ly/3QWCkuw.

from page A1
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LANCE REDMON
Katy Position 2 Trustee

Robertson.
“Any time we open a new school, it seems 

like that anticipation of kids at Christmas,” Gre-
gorski said. “They’re so excited, they come in, 
and we’ve worked so hard to build it up, we’ve 
held open houses. It’s just a fantastic experi-
ence. It’s wonderful to see kids smile and back 
in school again.”

School resumes in Katy amidst a renewed 
focus on safety, lingering in part following the 
May 24 mass shooting at Robb Elementary 
School in Uvalde. Gregorski said the district’s 
buildings had state of the art security systems. 
He said the district was blessed that the com-
munity has supported bond issues that helped 
make these security measures possible.

Gregorski described the district’s police 
as first-class, and that there would be more of 
a police presence than at any other time he’s 
been with the district.

This focus on safety also extends to commu-
nicable diseases such as monkeypox. Gre-
gorski said the medical staff treats monkeypox 
like COVID-19 or any other communicable 
disease. He said the district follows state guide-
lines and works with other local health officials 
as needed.

In response to a question about student cell 
phone usage, Gregorski said students are asked 
to turn off their cell phones during learning 
time. Parents who need to reach their children 
during school hours are asked to contact the 
school office.

For the first day at Robertson—home of the 
Bulldogs—parents and students came through 
the front door to meet Gregorski, principal 
Martha Pulido, school namesakes Steve and 
Elaine Robertson, and faculty and staff, all 
dressed in the red school color.

The school cost $30.8 million to build and 
was paid for by a bond approved by voters 
in 2021. It is a 137,674-square-foot building 
with 49 classrooms. It also features the latest 
technology in those classrooms, including 
Chromebooks, iPads, and Smart Panels.

“We’re pretty state-of-the-art when it comes 
to the opportunity,” Gregorski said.

Steve and Elaine Robertson retired in 2020 
following a combined 64 years of service in 

education.
Steve Robertson began his career in 1985 

as an elementary teacher in the Spring Branch 
Independent School District. He later took 
leadership roles in the Conroe Independent 
School District, and later the Katy Independent 
School District.

In Katy, Steve Robertson served as an 
elementary, junior high and high school 
principal. Later he served as an assistant su-
perintendent for secondary school leadership 
and support. He was cited for leading school 
improvement efforts, increased student per-
formance, and support and mentorship to staff 
and campus leadership.

Elaine Robertson began her career as a deaf 
education elementary teacher with West 10 
Cooperative in 1987. She took some time away 

to focus on family and returned to education, 
becoming a parent-infant advisor in 1997 for 
the Katy Independent School District.

Elaine Robertson became instructional 
officer for deaf education, vision and assistive 
technology in 2002. In this role, she wrote 
grants to fund innovative instruction, provid-
ed staff development sessions, and served on 
inclusion teams and site-based management 
teams. She also organized extra-curricular 
programs to bridge academic and social gaps 
between the deaf and hard of hearing and 
other students. She played a leading role in 
establishing the district’s audiological center.

The Katy Independent School District Board 
of Trustees formally approved the naming of 
the school in January 2022. The school will be 
formally dedicated in January 2023.

Rory Robertson, said he does not 
think the public appreciates how 
much is pulling on Hebert as he 
leads the city. Still, Robertson 
said, he can call Hebert with a 
question and always get an imme-
diate answer.

“I like the direction in which 
you’re leading the city,” Robertson 
told Hebert.

Ward A Council Member Dan 

Smith said he was happy Hebert 
would continue in his role and cit-
ed Hebert’s wealth of knowledge.

“We didn’t always see eye-
to-eye at the beginning, and 
sometimes we get into spirited 
conversations,” Smith told Hebert. 
“But I know you’re an advocate for 
the city.”

Hebert became city admin-
istrator in 2014, succeeding the 

late Johnny Nelson, who had 
served as mayor from 1983-87 and 
later became city administrator. 
Heber served as the city’s finance 
director before he became city 
administrator.

Thiele, who took office in May, 
is the fourth mayor under which 
Hebert has served as city admin-
istrator. He served under mayors 
Fabol Hughes (2013-17), Chuck 

Brawner (2017-2019) and Bill 
Hastings (2019-22).

“It is amazing what goes on 
up there with him in the staff,” 
Thiele said, describing himself as 
a rookie who has learned much in 
the last three months since taking 
office.

“I appreciate the team you 
lead and what you do,” Thiele told 
Hebert.

from page A1
CONTRACT

from page A1
SCHOOL

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Steve and Elaine Robertson, and their daughter Megan, left, pose for a photo at the opening of Robertson Elementary. Not pictured 
are Steve and Elaine’s son Nicholas and his wife Cameron, their son John Michael and his fiancé Micah. 



“Anxious parents are no 
longer allowing their 
kids to go to slumber 

parties,” announced a blurb in the 
August 16 “New York Post.”

Slumber parties are not usually 
one of the top subjects on my mind 
in the morning (“Got my keys, got 
my snack, got my wallet, got a great 
‘is your refrigerator running?’ joke 
to share…”), so I was surprised 
to learn that 12.3 million parents 
participate in the #NoSleepovers 
movement online.

(Boy, I’m old. I remember 
when Arte Johnson popularized 
“Blow in my ear and I’ll follow you 
anywhere” on TV’s “Laugh-In.” 
Today the phrase is “Slap a hashtag 
on it and I’ll follow you anywhere.” 
But I digress.)

No, it’s not a COVID thing. 
Many Gen Xers and millennials 
simply remember their own 
childhood indiscretions (“the 
ankle monitor finally comes 
off aaaany day now”) and then 
extrapolate for Technology 2022 
and Peer Pressure 2022. Forget 
sugarplums—visions of internet 
porn, texted genitalia pics, slasher 
movies, drug experimentation, 
hacked Russian missile silos and 
Caitlyn’s mother’s pervy live-in 
boyfriend dance through their 
heads.

Whether you’re entrusting your 
own heir to a stranger’s care or 
agreeing to take responsibility for a 
dozen hellions yourself, a slumber 
party is a nerve-wracking big deal. 
(“Just have a fun time and pretend 

I’m not here. And I’ll pretend 
the Prince of Darkness isn’t here 
egging you on…”)

Critics assert that a total ban 
on sleepovers is “helicopter 
parenting” taken to the extreme. 
But helicopter parents are rightly 
concerned about caffeine-infused 
youngsters pooling their daredevil 
ideas. It takes just one “Hey! The 
gun cabinet is unlocked!” for the 
helicopter to come plummeting to 
the ground.

Even if you permit a slumber 
party but lay down strict rules, you 
are not going to win any popularity 
contests with your children. A 
wee-hours game of Truth or Dare 
can take some nasty twists. (“I dare 
you to make long-term plans to put 
your parents in that nursing home 
that plays Lawrence Welk music 
24-7. Revenge is a dish best served 
cold…and pureed.”)

Many parents compromise by 
picking their kids up at 10 p.m. or 
so, instead of letting them have 
an all-night gabfest or video-
game marathon. The kids make 
fond memories but aren’t too 
exhausted to spill the intel. (“So, is 
the upstairs carpet as hideous as I 
heard?”)

Call it sour grapes if you 
must, but I empathize with the 
#NoSleepovers crowd. Other than 
camping trips with the Webelos 
Scouts, I never got invited to 
sleepovers, and I turned out just 
fine. I even win the Most Likely to 
Give Everyone Else the Stink Eye 
award at class reunions.

One traditionalist pointed 
out that sleepovers are a “rite 
of passage” for youngsters. Is 
there any sociological term more 
overused and pretentious than 
“rite of passage”? I missed half the 
allegedly universal rites of passage, 
and I’ve still managed to have a 
mortgage, a colonoscopy and ear 
hair. Things work out.

Slumber parties are supposedly 
indispensable for developing 
necessary social skills and 
connections that will follow the 
kids into adulthood. Shades of the 
Illuminati!

“If you don’t give your blessings 
for me to marry your daughter, I’ll 
wallop you with this pillow until 
the feathers all fly out.”

“Yes, the salary and benefits 
sound incredible, but I’m afraid I 
can’t accept the job – unless you let 
me paint your toenails fuchsia.”

Paint me skeptical.
Danny welcomes email 

responses at tyreetyrades@aol.com 
and visits to his Facebook fan page 
“Tyree’s Tyrades.” Danny’s weekly 
column is distributed exclusively 
by Cagle Cartoons Inc. newspaper 
syndicate.
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Are you losing sleep
over slumber parties?

A long time ago I watched 
a documentary about 
poet Emily Dickinson’s 

life and writings.
One thing that I never forgot 

about that film is that she 
lived at a time when death was 
regrettably common — and 
therefore the subject of many of 
her poems.

“How are you doing?” is a 
polite way of introducing our-
selves to each other now.

But as I learned in that doc-
umentary, this greeting during 
Dickinson’s times meant, “Are 
you healthy and well and going 
to be with us tomorrow?”

Until modern times, dying 
commonly affected all age 
groups.

Women died during child 
birth. Children died from a 
variety of maladies.

The rich as well as the poor 
suffered tragedy and loss al-
most equally.

Haider Warraich, the doctor 
who wrote “Modern Death: 
How Medicine Has Changed 
End of Life,” explained in an 
interview that in the 1800s in 
Boston or London people died 
mostly of three things: injuries, 
infections, or some type of 
nutritional deficiencies.

“Really,” he said, “death was 
a very binary event—and it was 
very sudden.

“For example, before the 
advent of medical technology, 
if someone had a heart attack 
or if someone had some type 
of abnormal heart rhythm such 
as ventricular tachycardia, they 
would almost certainly die, in 
many cases instantaneously, 
sometimes even in their sleep.”

Warraich said that dying 
today is no longer an “instanta-
neous flash event,” but a “phase 
of our life.”

New technologies enable 
people to live longer even if 
they have chronic diseases, so 
they are in and out of hospi-
tals—as my dad was the past 
five months.

Today we’ve become discon-
nected from death, Warraich 
said.

We’ve moved death from our 
homes and communities to 
hospitals and nursing homes—
wheree four of five Americans 
now die.

When my father’s father died 
at only 34 in 1937, he died in 
his own bed of streptococcus, 
now easily cured with peni-
cillin, and was laid out in the 
parlor of his house.

We’d hoped my father would 
meet his end peacefully in his 
own home.

After repeated visits to the 
hospital and skilled nursing 
facilities, we brought him home 
and hired our own care.

We celebrated his 89th birth-
day at his home a few weeks 
ago in epic fashion. A glorious 
event, it was attended by the 
large extended family he and 
my mother produced.

When his time finally came, 
he was back in the hospital, 
but he was surrounded by his 
family and his wife of nearly 66 
years.

As advances in technology 
change the way we live and 
die we are becoming fearful of 
death—yet it’s something every 
one of us is going to experi-
ence.

I’m honored to say that my 
sisters and mother and I fully 
embraced my dad’s life and 
supported him with every-
thing we had in his last painful 
months.

Knowing he’s at peace now 
quells the hurt of watching him 
suffer so much for so long.

I believe he is in Heaven 
now, reunited with his parents, 
and I believe I will see him 
again.

I will wait patiently for that 
grand reunion.

“How are you doing?” is the 
question of the moment.

I wish you the very best if you 
are in your end stage of life now 
or caring for someone you love 
who is—as you navigate the 
challenges of dying in modern 
times.

Tom Purcell, creator of the 
infotainment site ThurbersTail.
com, is a Pittsburgh Tribune-Re-
view humor columnist. Email 
him at Tom@TomPurcell.com.

End-of-life 
challenges in 
modern times
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Help our ministry
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IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ALIEF BAPTIST CHURCH AT KATY

906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-391-6894

ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST CHURCH

655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH

1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA FUENTE DE DIOS
 3506 PORTER RD. • 281-222-4404

PASTORS JORGE Y OLGA FLORIAN 

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY, TX • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com
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Frank Lee Lombard 
of Houston, Texas passed 
away peacefully in his home 
surrounded by loved ones 
on August 10, 2022. Frank 
was born in Kansas City, 
Missouri on August 18. 
1942 to Joseph Frank and 
Leana Madeline Anzalone 
Lombard, a loving Catholic 
Italian family.

After relocating from 
Kansas City to Houston, 
Texas, he attended Bel-
laire High School. In 1960, 
Frank entered the securities 
and investment business 
with A.G. Edward and Sons 
where he developed a deep 
interest and respect for 
the operations of the free 
enterprise economy, securi-
ties markets, and corporate 
finance. While working at 
A.G.E. he learned that a 
college degree was not a 
prerequisite for pursuing 
his career goals, focusing in-
stead on numerous courses 
of study along with state and 
federal certifications. Prior 
to his twenty - first birthday, 
A.G.E obtained and secured 
a civil court order allowing 
him to manage multiple 
operational responsibili-
ties which was an unusual 
achievement at the time. In 
1963, Frank joined the U.S. 
Army and attended basic 
training at North Fort Polk, 
Louisiana. Following basic 
training, Frank was assigned 
to the HQ4th USAR at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas where 
he was honorably dis-
charged in 1969.

Frank met the love of his 
life, Nancy Carol Tipton, and 
was married in Houston, 
Texas on August 14, 1965. 
They are the proud parents 
of three children.

In 1983, Frank returned 
to corporate finance as 

Founder and President 
of Westheimer Financial 
Group. Throughout his time 
with W.F.G. Frank realized 
his passion for serving oth-
ers and became the Vice 
President of the Westchase 
Rotary Club.

In 2002, Frank and Nancy 
relocated to the wonder-
ful community of Katy, 
Texas where he served on 
the board of directors for 
the Katy area Chamber of 
Commerce and chairman of 
business development. He 
began working for the newly 
formed Katy area Economic 
Development Council in 
2004. Frank’s leadership 
and dedication contributed 
greatly to the economic 
development of the Katy 
community.

Frank enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, boating, golfing, and 
driving through the Texas 
hill country, but most of all 
he treasured time spent with 
family and friends.

Frank will be greatly 
missed by his loving wife, 
Nancy of 57 years, and three 
children. Cristine Hen-
dricks and her husband Jim 
of Tully, New York, Frank 

Lombard, Jr. of Katy, Texas 
and Anthony Lombard and 
his wife, Amy, of Houston, 
Texas. Frank is survived 
by six grandchildren, Zoe 
Hendricks, Jade Hendricks, 
Zeke Hendricks, Tristan 
Hendricks, Ashton Lom-
bard, and Allie Lombard. He 
is also survived by his sister, 
Mary Jo Lombard Sage and 
many other loving family 
members.

Frank has simply joined 
Jesus Christ where the 
weather is always beautiful, 
seas are always calm, fair-
ways are always wide, and 
the greens are always soft.

Frank’s life was anchored 
by love, faith, family, fun 
and a wide circle of beauti-
ful friendships. A celebra-
tion of Frank’s blessed and 
beautiful life will be held on 
August 26, 2022 at Epiphany 
of the Lord Catholic Church 
at 2:00 P.M. The church is 
located at 1530 Norwalk 
Drive, Katy, Texas 77450. 
Frank expressed that he 
would like all guests to dress 
in comfortable attire for this 
memorable celebration of a 
life well lived.

Condolence flowers can 
be sent to the Epiphany of 
the Lord Catholic Church 
and/or donations can be 
made in his honor to Amaz-
ing Place at 3735 Drexel 
Drive Houston, Texas 77027 
or amazingplacehouston.
org. Donations can also be 
sent to Reel Recovery at 160 
Brookside Road Needham, 
Maine 02492 or reelrecov-
ery.org.

Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.nep-
tunesociety.com/location/
houston-cremation for the 
Lombard family.

FRANK LEE LOMBARD
1942-2022
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moved into the Caribbean Sea, where it 
became disorganized.

By Aug. 23, the weather service said, 
Harvey had entered the Gulf of Mexico 
and was upgraded to a tropical depression. 
The storm intensified into a Category 4 
hurricane.

The weather service said Harvey made 
landfall at about 10 p.m. Aug. 24 near Port 
Aransas. It moved inland, slowly moving to 
just north of Victoria.

Rain bands on the eastern side of the cir-
culation of Harvey—the “dirty side” of the 
storm—moved into southeast Texas Aug. 
25 and continued into Aug. 26. A strong 
rainband developed over Fort Bend and 
Brazoria counties during the evening hours 
of the Aug. 26 and spread into Harris Coun-
ty. Those rainbands slowed and resulted 
in heavy rains that caused flash flooding 
across much of Harris County.

On the morning of Aug. 27, the weather 
service said, more rain bands developed 
and produced excessive rainfall. As the cen-
ter of Harvey slowly moved east-southeast 
and back offshore, heavy rainfall continued 
to spread through much of Aug. 29-30. The 
situation became worse.

Harvey maintained tropical storm 
intensity the entire time while inland over 
the Texas coastal bend and southeast Texas. 
After moving offshore, Harvey made a 
third landfall just west of Cameron, La., the 
weather service said.

Part 2: The damage
Floodwaters came from north of the city, 

where the Pine Forest subdivision—bor-
dered by Morton Road on the north, the 
Magnolia Ditch on the south, Cane Island 
Branch on the west, and Avenue D on the 
east—became what then-Mayor Chuck 
Brawner called the “bulls-eye” of flooding 
in the city.

But other parts of the city flooded, too. 
Katy’s City Hall building, opened in 2016, 
sustained extensive flooding damage. The 
wood paneling in the council chamber had 
to be removed, along with so much else, for 
remediation and restoration. Brawner and 
the council held meetings in a room next to 
the council chamber at first. Later, meetings 
returned to the chamber, with plastic cover-
ing over the walls.

The Katy Independent School District’s 
Education Support Complex, along with the 
Merrell Center, 6301 S. Stadium Dr., both 
sustained flooding damage.

But the floodwaters came from south 
of the city from the Barker Reservoir, with 
the Canyon Gate subdivision sustaining 
extensive damage.

Creech Elementary School, 5905 S. Ma-
son Rd., was the worst hit of the Katy ISD 
schools. The damage was so catastrophic 
that the school, which opened in 2000, had 
to be closed for remediation and resto-
ration.

Meanwhile, the students needed a place 
to attend school. George Scott, who was a 
school trustee during Harvey, said then-Su-
perintendent Lance Hindt learned that the 
University of Houston was selling its Cinco 
Ranch building, 4242 S. Mason Rd. Hindt 
contacted the university, Scott said, and ar-
ranged to have the district buy the building. 
That building sits 1.2 miles away from the 
Creech campus.

District and school staff worked to con-
vert the building into a suitable elementary 
school campus, and students attended their 
classes in what became known as Creech 
University.

Part 3: The recovery
Other Katy ISD schools became shelters 

for displaced residents. Cinco Ranch High 
School, 23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd., and Mor-
ton Ranch High School, 21000 Franz Road, 
became makeshift shelters for residents.

The Katy High School parking lot, 6331 
Highway Blvd., became a command center 
for Texas National Guard rescue operations.

Like so many area homes, churches and 
businesses that sustained flood damage, 
schools were remediated and renovated. 
Creech Elementary, in August 2017, held an 
open house for students and parents, staff 
and alumni. The project cost $3.5 million 
for remediation and $5.5 million for recon-
struction.

After the school sustained the dam-

age, the district removed the debris and 
flood-damaged walls. It reconfigured the 
entrance way to a set of bathrooms. The 
hallway leading to those restrooms was 
removed so teachers and staff could better 
monitor who was coming and going. The 
restrooms proved the most challenging 
renovation because of the necessary pipe 
cutting and plumbing relocation.

Classrooms were redesigned to in-
clude a window that enables teachers and 
students to see into a hallway, and the win-
dows enable people in the hallway to see 
inside the classrooms. Whiteboards were 
installed on a track that enables teachers to 
slide it in front of the window, thus blocking 
the ability to see into the classroom, if a 
safety concern develops.

Katy city officials worked to mitigate and 
repair the damage. In May 2018, less than a 
year after Harvey, Katy city voters approved 
a $19.25 million bond that dealt with flood 
prevention issues. The bond comprised 
three propositions.

• The first proposition, for $4.25 million, 
was for street work to elevate the 1st Street 
bridge and Katy Hockley Road (Avenue 
D). Breaking down the proposition further, 
$1.25 million was for elevating the bridge, 
and $3 million was for Katy Hockley Road.

• The second proposition, for $10.25 mil-
lion, was for drainage projects for the Fortuna 
and Pine Forest subdivisions. Phase II of this 
project was for a detention pond at Pitts Road.

• The third proposition, for $5 million, 
was for expansion of the city’s sewer plant.

The city in September 2017 purchased a 
new truck to help move people should the 
situation arise again.

The truck, which has a 2.5-ton capacity, 
is a light medium tactical vehicle (LMTV), 
built at the BAE Systems plant in Sealy. Ac-
cording to Military.com, this type of vehicle 
has been used for general and ammunition 
resupply, engineering support, and mainte-
nance and recovery missions.

At the time, officials said Katy got a good 
deal on the truck, paying a four-figure price 
for a truck that sells for six figures.

The council has continued to support 
public works projects intended to reduce 
or mitigate flooding. In April, the city 
launched a website, the abbreviated URL 
for which is bit.ly/3IWA9TiXX, that enables 
citizens to learn the latest on city public 
works projects.

Katy-area residents can also stay in-
formed through an automated alert notifi-
cation system set up by the city. Enrollment 
is free and can be done through the city’s 
website, the abbreviated URL for which is 
bit.ly/3sTqg3u.

Churches, citizens and nonprofit groups 
such as Katy Christian Ministries and Katy 
Responds, continue to help those in need 
as, in some cases, recovery efforts continue.

The big trucks aren’t limited to local first 
responders, either. One couple, Aaron and 
Rosemary Jackson, founded ARHTX Army, 
a nonprofit dedicated to educating people 
about hurricane preparedness.

Having their own LMTV M1078 Deuce-
and-a-half truck—called “General Max”—
to help spread hurricane preparedness tips 
helps. The Jacksons said they named the 
truck in honor of General Maximus Deci-
mus Meridius from the movie The Glad-
iator. Meridius never gave up and aided 
others with their survival.

Good advice for all Katy-area residents 
as they remember Harvey five years later.

from page A1
HARVEYFlood damage to 

the first floor of the 
council chamber 
forced council 
meetings to be 
moved to a room 
next door. Here, 
then-Ward A Council 
Members Gary Jones 
and Ray Boothe, 
Mayor Chuck 
Brawner and Ward 
B Council Member 
and Mayor Pro Tem 
Durran Dowdle 
listen to a briefing.

CITY OF KATY

KATY ISD

Above: The board room at the Education Support Center, like the complex itself, 
suffered flooding from Hurricane Harvey. Right: Katy City Hall was just over a 
year old when Hurricane Harvey hit. Floodwaters necessitated remediation and 
restoration work.

CITY OF KATY

CITY OF KATY

The Katy Building Department, like other offices on the first floor, needed remediation and restoration work. 

KATY ISD

A darkened hallway at Creech Elementary shows receding 
floodwaters. 
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Waller, Texas—08-01-2022—Develduke Ltd.
Alliance Center, a beautiful new business complex, is underway in Waller, Texas with 
anticipated completion by September of 2022. The Center is located on the corner of 
peaceful, wooded A and Cherry Streets, near the new City Hall, Main Street and exciting 
downtown improvements. The Center has been carefully designed to blend in with the 
residential setting and to serve the community with a mix of retail and service businesses. 
Space will be available from 1100 to 7500 sq ft. 

Develduke, Ltd. is a Houston based company that has been managing properties for 
over 30 years and whose owners and staff are also longtime residents in the Waller area.

Interested entities may receive additional information at
www.develduke.com or by contacting Cindy Kosik 281-579-1006 x229.

Coming Soon! Alliance Center in Waller.

814 East Avenue, Ste. G | Katy, TX 77493
281-391-5289 | info@katychamber.com

Embassy Suites by Hilton
West Houston - Katy
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September 15, 2022

DISCOVERING NEW OPPORTUNITIES BY CONNECTING BUSINESS TO BUSINESS

A PROGRAM OF THE KATY AREA CHAMBER

9:00 AM 
Importance of Business Advocacy
Aaron Cox, Executive Director
American Cancer Society

8:30 AM 
Registration
Visit Business Booths

10:00 AM Visit Business Booths

10:30 AM 

11:15 AM Visit Business Booths

Session A: Disruptive Innovation in Business
Session B: Cybersecurity
Session C: How Women are Leveraging the Dynamics
                               of Connection & Collaborating with Clients

12:00 PM 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Jay Neal, Associate Vice President
University of Houston

Presented
By

$5,000
$2,500 
$1,000
$500 
$250
$100

Title Sponsor
Underwriting Sponsor
Supporting Sponsor
Corporate Sponsor
Business Booth
Full Day Ticket

Available Sponsorships

1:00 PM Visit Business Booths

Click to Register

Underwriting Sponsors

Corporate Sponsors

Katy Funeral Home - Dignity Memorial

National Iron and Metals, LLC

Lanyard Sponsor
FAS Bookkeeping and Tax Services

Register Online at
www.katychamber.com

COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Friends of Maud Marks,  
Cinco Ranch libraries to host used 

book sales
Two local libraries will be hosting 

used book sales in the next few weeks.
The Friends of the Maud Marks 

Library will hold its monthly book sale 
from 10 a.m.—4 p.m. Saturday at the li-
brary, 1815 Westgreen Blvd. The Friends 
will also be hosting a Friends Mem-
bers-Only preview from 4-6 p.m. Friday.

Meanwhile, the Friends of the Cinco 
Ranch Branch Library will host a Fall 
Book Sale from 9 a.m.—2 p.m. Sept. 10 
in the meeting room of the library, 2620 
Commercial Center Blvd in Katy.

For more information about the 
sales, contact the Maud Marks Library 
at 281-492-8592, or the Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library at 281-395-1311.

Fort Bend County Library  
to celebrate its 75th anniversary

The Fort Bend County library sys-
tem is celebrating its 75th anniversary, 
and is inviting children to participate 
in the celebration.

The library system invites children 
all around the county to share their 
hopes and dreams for the future by 
writing about or drawing a picture of 
what they hope the future will look 
like. Activity sheets can be found in the 
Youth Department at any FBCL loca-
tion, or on FBCL’s website, fortbend.
lib.tx.usm, by clicking “Celebrating 75 
Years” and selecting “Youth Activity.” 
The completed activity sheets can be 
dropped off at any FBCL location, or 
they can be scanned and emailed to 
celebrating@fortbend.lib.tx.us. Dead-
line for submissions is Sept. 17.

The entries will be collected and 
become a part of FBCL’s Hopes for the 
Future book. The book will be included 
in a time capsule that will be opened 
at FBCL’s 100th anniversary in the year 
2047! A copy of the book will also be 
kept at each FBCL location so that chil-
dren can see their creations become 
part of a book in the library.

The time capsule will officially be 
closed during FBCL’s 75th Anniversary 
celebration on Saturday, October 8, at 
George Memorial Library in Richmond. 
It will be kept in the library’s Genealogy 
and Local History Department until it is 
opened once again in 2047.

There is no charge to participate in 
FBCL’s anniversary activities. For more 
information, call the library system’s 
communications office at 281-633-4734.

American Legion Auxiliary sets 
two meal events for public

The American Legion Auxiliary is 
hosting two meal events over the next 
couple of weeks to which the public is 
invited.

The monthly Veteran’s Breakfast is 
set for 7-10 a.m. Sept. 3 at Elks Lodge, 
1050 Katy Ft. Bend Rd.

The second event, the Labor Day 
dinner, is from 2-5 p.m. at 22125 King-
sland Blvd.

For more information, contact Lin-
da Malsbary at 713-304-5502.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

Explorer Aircraft, Inc. CEO Bryan Lynch and test pilot Leonard “Len” Fox successfully 
flew the new experimental Explorer 500T proof-of-concept aircraft on Aug. 18 from 
Cheyenne, Wyoming to Houston Executive Airport in Waller County. The aircraft has 
been going through the necessary flight testing to validate the design and flight 
characteristics. It will remain here for the foreseeable future as the group continues 
to plan for a new manufacturing facility.

VINCE YOKOM

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Harris County Pct. 4 Commissioner R. Jack Cagle speaks at the Pct. 4 Opry, which took place Friday at the L.D. Robinson 
Pavilion. The show moved to Katy after 21 years in Humble as a result of redistricting last year. Cheryl Guenther, Cagle’s 
chief of staff, and Kathryn Perez, director of recreation and community centers, are on the left.

The American Legion Auxiliary 
of the Jonathan D. Rozier Post 

164 celebrated its five-year 
anniversary with a special 

reception Aug. 17. The mission 
of the auxiliary is to honor 
the sacrifice of those who 

serve by enhancing the lives 
of veterans, military and their 
families, as well as to mentor 

youth and promote patriotism. 
Pictured are, from left, auxiliary 
president Linda Malsbary, state 

Rep. Mike Schofield, and first 
vice president Tina Miller.

SUSAN ROVEGNO

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Former Harris County Judge Ed Emmett, now a fellow at the Baker Institute 
at Rice University, was the keynote speaker at the Aug. 18 Highway 36A 
Coalition meeting at Prairie View A&M University. Here Emmett poses with 
Waller County Commissioner Kendric Jones.



KATYTIMES.COM

A8 THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022

WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON TAX RATE
The FORT BEND COUNTY M.U.D. #185 will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
tax rate for the tax year 2022 on September 21, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. at 9 Greenway 
Plaza, Suite 1000, Houston, TX 77046. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater 
or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the 
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value 
of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax 
burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on 
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including 
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that 
taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Allen Thomas, David Wells and Terrell Berger

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: Scott Donahue and Al Menconi

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ .89000/$100  $ .85000/$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $ .04000/$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates(+/-)  -4.49%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $  357,420  $  396,087

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older
      or disabled person’s exemptions)  $    17,871     $    39,609

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $  339,549  $  356,478

Tax on average residence homestead $ 3,021.98  $ 3,030.06

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $       8.08
    and percentage of increase (+/-)                .26%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and 
contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead 
increasing by more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to 
approve the operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Bob Leared Interests 713-932-9011

EDUCATION

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Royal High School 
Marine Corps Junior ROTC has 
been designated a Naval Honor 
School, marking the second 
year in a row that the MCJROTC 
at Royal ISD has received this 
honor.

The selection is based on 
several criteria, including the 
number of cadets active in 
school activities and clubs, the 
number of community service 
hours for the unit as a whole 
and per cadet, the number of 
organizations assisted by the 
unit, and scholastic achieve-
ments including the number of 
academic awards and scholar-
ships given to cadets. The units 
are also measured by partici-
pation in public affairs events, 
community service, drill/
color guard team competitions, 
marksmanship competitions, 
academic competitions, lead-
ership camps, physical fitness 
team competitions, and field 
trips.

Because of this prestigious 
status, Royal will have the op-
portunity to send nominations 
to the U.S. Naval Academy, U.S. 
Air Force Academy, and the 
U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. The award also provides 
students who have a desire to 
join a service academy the sig-
nificant advantage of earning 
recommendation letters from 
their Senior Marine JROTC in-
structor, who under this award 
designation carry just as much 
weight as a letter from a U.S. 
representative or senator.

Scoring a 96% on a com-
prehensive inspection of the 
students, instructors, adminis-
tration and activities begins the 
process. Add to that an abun-
dance of community service 
activities and participation in 
numerous community/school 

events and program-related 
trips, and one begins to see the 
level of effort required to earn 
this honor. Five categories are 
looked at closely for this award: 
extracurricular activities, 
scholastic achievement, cadet 
citizenship, unit participation 
and unit inspection.

The report details the activ-
ities and accomplishments of 
the JROTC program cadets for 
their participation in school 
organizations and sports, 
community service, color 
guard, marksmanship, physical 
fitness test scores and academ-
ic honors.

“One of the key areas in 
the review process is always 
unit participation,” First Sgt. 
LaShan Bland said. “We give 
our cadets the opportunities 
to be involved on a larger scale 
not only in the school, but 
also in the community and we 
highlight their success (JROTC 
Awards Day, Marine Corps 

Cake Cutting ceremony, and 
this year the Marine Corps 
Ball). When the kids enjoy what 
they are doing, they are going 
to tell their friends and that is 
when we start seeing the new 
faces, empowerment, team 
work, and competitive prow-
ess.”

The fact that many of these 
endeavors take place on 
weekends or outside of normal 
school hours speaks volumes 
about these students’ dedica-
tion and about the leadership 
by the JROTC instructors. 
Earning the designation of 
Naval Honor School brings 
Royal High School a certifi-
cate from the National Marine 
Corps JROTC director and a 
plaque to display in the Royal 
High School JROTC Hallway 
of Honor. More importantly, 
the students become eligible 
to compete for “Honor School” 
nominations to attend the mili-
tary service academies.

Bland said cadets are not 
content to rest on their laurels.

“Please know that our 
cadets are out there making a 
difference in our school and 
the community,” Bland said. 
“Our students don't just learn 
about citizenship and lead-
ership. They live it, embrace 
it, and wear it as a badge of 
honor. I am very proud of them 
and their accomplishments. 
We hope the Royal family will 
join us in congratulating them 
on their outstanding achieve-
ments and accomplishments. 
Our JROTC program is about 
leadership and character devel-
opment. The camaraderie and 
family structure of the program 
makes all the difference as 
seen by numerous accolades 
received and our top honor 
of being award a Naval Honor 
School for a second straight 
year.”

ROYAL ISD

The Royal High School Marine Corps Junior 
ROTC has been designated a Naval Honor 
School for the second consecutive year. 

Royal High Marine Corps 
Junior ROTC receives honor

Two students from Katy 
graduate from WCJC vocational 

nursing program
Twenty-five students, includ-

ing two from the Katy area, have 
graduated from the Wharton County 
Junior College Vocational Nursing 
program.

The graduates from the Katy area 
are Teresa Rescendiz and Michael 
Reyes.

The program is a certificate 
program that utilizes classroom 
and clinical instruction to prepare 
graduates for employment as a 
member of a nursing team. The 
program is approved by the Texas 
Board of Nursing (BON) and upon 
successful completion graduates 
are qualified to take the National 
Council Licensure Examination 
for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-PN). 
Those passing this examination and 
the Texas jurisprudence exam will 
qualify for licensure as a vocational 
nurse (LVN). For more information, 
visit wcjc.edu.

Local students named to dean's 
list at Washington University 

 in St. Louis
Six students from the Katy area 

have been named to the dean’s list 
spring 2022 semester at Washington 
University in St. Louis. They are:

• Christina Cai who is enrolled 
in the university's Olin Business 
School.

• Kate Choi, Robert Li, Kiran 
Mammen and Shreyas Venkitara-
man, who are enrolled in the uni-
versity’s College of Arts & Sciences.

• Sophia Smilenov is enrolled in 
the university's Sam Fox School of 
Design & Visual Arts.

The university draws students to 
St. Louis from more than 100 coun-
tries and all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands. The total student 
body is more than 15,000 under-
graduate, graduate and professional 
students.

The approximately 4,100 faculty 
teach in seven schools: Arts & Sci-
ences, Brown School, Olin Business 
School, Sam Fox School of Design & 
Visual Arts, McKelvey School of En-
gineering, School of Law and School 
of Medicine. The university has 

been affiliated with 25 Nobel laure-
ates, many of whom did a significant 
portion of their award-winning work 
at the university.

ATAT inducts Dean Fuchs  
to the 2022 Texas Hall of Fame

Dean Fuchs, a former Cinco 
Ranch High School teacher, has 
been inducted into the Agriculture 
Teachers Association (ATAT) Hall of 
Fame.

In July, the Agriculture Teachers 
Association of Texas (ATAT) hosted 
its annual Professional Devel-
opment Conference for teachers 
of agriculture, food and natural 
resources in-person at the American 
Bank Center in Corpus Christi. The 
week-long conference was designed 
specifically for the educational en-
richment of agriculture teachers and 
stakeholders and allows attendees 
to enhance teaching methods, dis-
cuss developments in curriculum, 
learn more about industry-based 
student certifications as well as 
network with leaders within the 
agriculture education profession. 

Fuchs was one of 54 teachers 
across Texas that was inducted. He 
also taught at Columbus and Boling 
high schools.

“This Hall of Fame recognition 
honors the continued commitment 
of educators like Mr. Fuchs who 
truly makes our students grow 
into leaders,” Ray Pieniazek, ATAT 
executive director, said. “Agriculture 
education teachers within the Texas 
FFA go above and beyond for their 
students and this community. We 
celebrate Mr. Fuchs’ years of dedi-
cation to professional development 
with this special induction, marking 
the difference he has made in his 
students' lives and Texas overall.”

The Texas Hall of Fame recogniz-
es and honors agricultural science 
teachers whose careers, achieve-
ments, and contributions stand 
exemplary. Inductees are known 
as well-rounded professionals that 
have proven their success with FFA 
activities, in the classroom, as well 
as through involvement in their 
community. They have proven their 
desire to provide students with op-
portunities for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success 
over a significant period of time.

EDUCATION BRIEFS
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Thursday
•  Seven Lakes at Memorial, 6:30 p.m. 
   at Tully Stadium
•  Tompkins at Cy-Ranch, 6:30 p.m. at Fy-Fair 
   FCU Stadium
•  Cinco Ranch at College Park, 7 p.m. at 
   Woodforest Stadium

Friday
•  Paetow vs. Conroe, 6 p.m. at Legacy 
   Stadium
•  Taylor vs. Cy-Woods, 7 p.m. at Rhodes 
   Stadium
•  Katy at Clear Springs, 7 p.m. at Challenger 
   Stadium

Saturday
•  Morton Ranch vs. Eisenhower, 6 p.m. at 
   Legacy Stadium
•  Jordan vs. Aldine Davis, 7 p.m. at Rhodes 
   Stadium

Thursday
•  Morton Ranch at Stafford Tournament

Thursday-Saturday
•  Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes at 
   Volleypalooza tournament
•  Taylor and Paetow at San Marcos 
   Tournament

Friday
•  Katy vs. Klein, 5:30 p.m.
•  Mayde Creek vs. Cy-Falls, 5:30 p.m.
•  Morton Ranch at La Porte, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday
District 19-6A
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Tompkins, 5:30 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Morton Ranch, 5:30 p.m.
•  Paetow vs. Mayde Creek, 5:30 p.m.
•  Seven Lakes vs. Taylor, 5:30

Non-District
•  Jordan vs. Clear Falls, 5:30 p.m.

Friday
•  Seven Lakes vs. Taylor, 2:30 p.m.
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Tompkins, 3 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Morton Ranch, 3 p.m. 
•  Paetow vs. Mayde Creek, 3 p.m.
•  Jordan vs. A&M Consolidated, 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday
•  Seven Lakes vs. Tompkins, 2:30 p.m.
•  Morton Ranch vs. Cinco Ranch, 3 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Mayde Creek, 3 p.m.
•  Jordan vs. Paetow, 3:30 p.m.

Friday
•  Jordan and Paetow at Cy-Falls meet, 8:45 a.m.
•  Cinco Ranch and Mayde Creek at 
   Woodlands meet, 4 p.m.

Saturday
•  Katy and Seven Lakes at Kingwood 
   meet, 8 a.m.
•  Taylor at Cy-Ridge Meet, 8 a.m.

SCHEDULES
WEEK OF AUGUST 26

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

Tompkins 
opens district 
with Katy sweep
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins has big goals this season.
The Falcons come off a District 

19-6A championship last season and 
this year's team knows they have what 
it takes to be just as good if not better 
than their predecessors. 

But to do that, the Falcons know 
they have to improve every day and 
keep proving themselves as they get 
the best shot from every team that they 
come across in district.

The first big test for Tompkins came 
on Tuesday, as they opened district 

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy has been using this preseason to 
build its depth. 

The Tigers know how important it will 
be to not only rely on starters, but be able 
to count on their backups once the season 
starts, as every team goes through inju-
ries and needs unlikely people to step up 
throughout the season.

And that was the theme for the Tigers 

scrimmage on Friday night at Legacy 
Stadium, as backups got a chance to prove 
themselves against a high-quality opponent 
in Klein Collins and were able to gain experi-
ence before Katy’s season opener.

“It was big for them to get out there and 
get that experience tonight,” said Katy head 
coach Gary Joseph. “We want to build that 
depth and that’s how you do it. That’s just 
growing up and growing as a team and they 
had that experience tonight, it will help them 
get better. There’s a newness for a lot of these 

kids with what they’re doing and they’re go-
ing to get better. It just takes time and going 
through the steps and today is the first step 
in that process.”

Katy tested its strengths and weaknesses 
in the scrimmage and came out on top of the 
two times quarters 17-14 over Klein Collins 
as the offense and defense showed bright 
moments throughout the scrimmage. 

Seth Davis was back to doing his thing, 

Katy gears up for season with 
scrimmage against Klein Collins

8 Katy ISD seniors ranked among state's best recruits
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Eight Katy ISD seniors have been 
ranked among the states best football re-
cruits heading into the season, with a Katy 
ISD player also taking the ranking as the 
top prospect in the entire state according 
to 247 Sports recruiting database. 

Paetow led the way with four players in 
the top 230 in the state, while Katy had three 
players ranked and Tompkins had one. 

Paetow’s David Hicks Jr. is ranked as the 
No. 1 prospect in the state of Texas and the 
seventh best recruit in the entire nation, 
also taking the spot as the top defensive 
lineman recruit in the class of 2023. 

A five-star recruit, Hicks totaled 88 
tackles in his junior year at Allen, includ-
ing 22 tackles for loss and 13 sacks. He 
has a top seven of the the University of 
Alabama, University of Oklahoma, Univer-
sity of Oregon, Michigan State University, 
University of Miami, Texas A&M University 
and the University of Texas. 

Paetow also has the second highest 
ranked player out of Katy ISD, in lineback-
er Daymion Sanford. Sanford was a state 
champion last year and had a humongous 
junior season, where he had 91 tackles, 13 
sacks, 16 hurries, 26 tackles for loss, one 
interception and two fumble recoveries as 
a junior. Sanford is ranked as the 69th best 

See RECRUITS, page B2

See SCRIMMAGE, page B7

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Katy Tigers defensive back Johnathan Hall (7) and linebacker Damian Neveaux (33) team up to stop Westlake Chaparrals running 
back Jack Kayser (33) short of the goal line during the Class 6A Division II state semifinal  game between Katy and Westlake on 
December 11, 2021 in Waco, Texas. 

 TYLER TYRE

Katy’s defense makes a stop during Katy’s scrimmage against Klein Collins on Friday at Legacy Stadium.

TENNIS

CROSS COUNTRY

See VOLLEYBALL, page B6
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The Katy Times will be closed on

Labor Day
Sept. 5, 2022

to celebrate the holiday with family and friends. 

The deadline for all advertising and editorial copy in the
Sept. 8 edition is 5 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 1.

Have a safe and happy holiday from The Katy Times staff

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The Mayde Creek boys and girls teams 
both had impressive showings last week at 
the Cy-Woods Short Course XC Invitational, 
as the Rams girls won the Invitational and 
the boys came in second overall.

The Mayde Creek girls finished second 
with six runners finishing in the top 25 for 
the Rams.

Sommer Rhodes claimed fourth place at 
the meet with a time of 12 minutes, 26.4 sec-
onds, while Rachel Solano finished fifth with 
a time of 12 minutes, 39.7 seconds. Valerie 
Perez finished tenth while Claudia Klander 
finished 15th and Denise Perez finished 23rd 
and Jamie Klander finished 25th. Natassua 
Sanchez finished 36th to cap off the Rams 
performance, and they finished with 57 
points overall. 

On the boys side, the Rams again finished 
second overall, with 81 points as a team. 
Anthony Perez was the winner of the entire 
race, coming in first with a time of 10 min-
utes, 11.5 seconds, while Christian Barrera 
finished 12th with a time of 10 minutes, 48.4 
seconds. Santos Vega finished 18th overall 
with a time of 10 minutes, 57 seconds while 
Javier Cervantes finished 23rd and Roy Six-
tos finished 27th. 

Jordan girls win Dawson Classic
The Jordan girls won the Dawson Alumni 

Classic on Aug. 13, giving the Warriors their 
first win of the season in the first week of the 
cross-country season.

Ximena Lopez won the meet with a time 
of 12 minutes, 45.1 seconds and Isabella 
Castillo came in fourth with a time of 13 
minute, 22.3 seconds. Addison Sutton came 
in sixth with a time of 12 minutes, 35.3 
seconds and Lilah Katz also came in the top 
ten with a 10th place finish with a time of 13 
minutes, 53.4 seconds. 

Beatriz Laepple came in 11th while Keira 
Kaunisto came in 14th and Isabela Ramos 
came in 16th overall in a dominant perfor-
mance from the Warriors. 

On the boys side, the Warriors finished in 
third as a team, with five runners finishing in 
the top 20. 

Jacob Wyman finished third overall with 
a time of 10 minutes, 59.5 seconds and An-
dres Merizalde finished 12th with a time of 
11 minutes, 30 seconds. Will Davis finished 
185h overall with a time of 12 minutes, 5.9 
seconds and Aaron Bell finished in 19th with 

a time of 12 minutes, 6.8 seconds. Bentley 
Baldridge came in 20th overall while Nick 
Jung finished in 31st to cap off the Warriors 
third place day.

Cinco, Tompkins have good showings 
at Cypress Relays

The Cinco Ranch and Tompkins boys 
both had good days at the Cypress Relays on 
Aug. 13, with both teams finishing in the top 
seven in team standings. 

Cinco Ranch’s Adam Elbanna and Adrian 
Hahn Vadstein finished third overall at the 
meet while Tompkins duo of Aiden Ram-
shaw and Mathias Mitchell finished fourth 
and Mayde Creek’s Anthony Perez and 
Christian Barrera finished fifth. 

For the girls, Mayde Creek’s Rachel 
Solano and Sommer Rhodes finished eighth 
overall while Tompkins' Courtney Richman 
and Madeline Bartlett finished 16th overall.

Katy, Paetow and Cinco Ranch all com-
peted in the Watermelon Relays over the 
weekend many Katy ISD teams will compete 
at Kingwood this weekend.

Mayde Creek finishes 
second at Cy-Woods
Jordan wins Dawson 
Alumni Classic

prospect in the Class of 2023 out of Texas 
and 38th best edge rusher in the nation. 

Sanford is committed to Texas A&M 
University, choosing the Aggies over 
offers from the University of Alabama, 
the University of Texas, Louisiana State 
University and Florida State University. 
Sanford is ranked as a four star recruit.

Katy’s Johnathan Hall came in as the 
third ranked player out Katy ISD and the 
top ranked recruit out of Katy high. 

Hall is a three star safety/linebacker 
and enjoyed a tremendous season help-
ing the Tigers reach the Class 6A Division 
II state semifinal and win a district title. 

The 6-foot-one inch, 200 pound senior 
is ranked as a three star and is ranked 
94th in the state and as the 50th best 
linebacker in the class, Hall is committed 
to the University of Utah.

Seth Davis is the second Katy player 
to make the list and comes in ranked 
the No. 105 commit in the state and the 
38th in the nation at the running back 
position. 

Davis has already put his named in 
the record books of Texas high school 
football and comes off a junior season 
in which he ran for 2422 yards and 28 
touchdowns, averaging over 10 yards per 
carry throughout the year. A three star 
recruit, he is committed to Mississippi 
State University. 

The third Paetow player on the list is 
Alex Kilgore, as the linebacker come in 
as the 127th best player in the state and 
the 55th best player at his position in the 
nation. 

A three star recruit, Kilgore was a huge 
part of Panthers run to become state 
champions last year, totaling 115 tackles, 
24 tackles for loss, 10 sacks, one intercep-
tion and three recovered fumbles. Kilgore 
is committed to Southern Methodist 
University.

Katy’s Arian Parish is ranked as the 
138th best player in the state and the 61st 
best safety in the nation. After helping the 
Tigers to their state semifinal appearance 
last year, Parish was heavily recruited and 
committed to Arizona over offers from 
Arkansas and Colorado. 

Paetow’s Jarra Anderson comes in as 
the fourth Panther to make the list. He 
had a big junior season while at Cy-Park 
before transferring over and is ranked as 
the 163 best player in the state and the 
100th best on the defensive line in the 
country. 

Anderson had 36 tackles last year, with 
10 tackles for loss and five sacks. Ander-
son is committed to the University of 
Louisiana-Lafayette, Lafayette, which he 
chose over over Kansas and Colorado.

The eighth and final Katy ISD stu-
dent-athlete to make the list was Tomp-
kins’ Caleb Komolafe, who came in 
ranked at 221 in the state for the Class 
of 2023 and at 114th in the nation at the 
safety position. Komolafe had a big junior 
season where he helped the Falcons 
reach the third round of the playoffs. 

Komolafe comes off a year in which he 
had 86 tackles, three tackles for loss, one 
sack, one interception and one blocked 
punt. A three star recruit, he also had 
331 yards rushing and six touchdowns 
rushing.

CROSS COUNTRY

PHOTOS COURTESY KATY ISD

The Tompkins boys cross country team.

Anthony Perez finished first at the Cy-Woods Invitational.

from page B1
RECRUITS

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Paetow's Alexander Kilgore #46 gets the sack on 
Galveston Ball, QB Seth Williams #7 during a playoff 
game between Paetow and Galveston Ball at Legacy 
Stadium. 

TYLER TYRE

Daymion Sanford lines up for a 7-on-7 drill during a 
Paetow practice. 
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BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

*All games non-district

THURSDAY

Seven Lakes at Memorial,  
6:30 p.m. at Tully Stadium

Last Year: Seven Lakes 12, Memorial 10
• In a rematch of last year's season 

opener for both teams, Seven Lakes and 
Memorial will meet at Tully Stadium to open 
the season.

Both teams come off playoff appearanc-
es, with Seven Lakes reaching the bi-district 
round in Class 6A Division I and Memo-
rial making the second round in Class 6A 
Division II. The Spartans will have an early 
chance to look at their revamped offense 
with a new quarterback under center in 
Tanner Perez. The Spartans are a team that 
want to pound the ground game this year 
with both Barrett Hudson and Marcel Davis 
leading the way in the backfield and they 
will look to spread things around in the pass 
game with a number of options. 

They’ll face a Memorial team that is 
rebuilding that but still looks like a playoff 
team in District 17-6A. The Mustangs are 
led by Kyle Sibilik at receiver, who will be a 
good test for the Spartans' secondary early 
in the season. Chase Goodwin is a weapon 
at quarterback and Ethan Spears leads the 
Mustangs' run game. The offense will show 
how a defense led by Dakyus Brinkley, Bruce 
Turner and Ikechika Ezima will do against 
high quality opponents.

Tompkins at Cy-Ranch,  
6:30 p.m. at Cy-Fair FCU Stadium

Last Year: Did not play
• Tompkins starts out the season with a 

strong opponent in Cy-Ranch that will test 
the Falcons in all areas in the team's season 
opener.

It’s exactly what the Falcons are looking 
for out of their first game as Tompkins brings 
back a wealth of talent with a mix of talented 
newcomers stepping into some starting 
spots on varsity. 

Chris Gilbert Jr. and Wyatt Young will get 
a chance to shine in the season opener and 
prove how productive both can be in their 
respective spots, while a strong Tompkins of-
fensive line will have a chance to prove itself 
against a very good front seven. 

On the defensive side of the ball, Tomp-
kins will again have a strong 11. Caleb Ko-
molafe and Cody Chapman will have their 
hands full in the back end against a strong 
skill group from Cy-Ranch but that’s exactly 
the reason why Tompkins scheduled this 
matchup. 

Cy-Ranch is led by Blake Baker at quar-
terback, who comes off a big junior season 
and Jarred Sample and Carson Littlefield 
are two athletic targets at wide receiver. 
Defensively, Ashton Porter and Christian 
Brathwaite headline the group and will pro-
vide a tough task for the Tompkins offense to 
have a successful day against.

Cinco Ranch at College Park,  
7 p.m. at Woodforest Stadium

Last Year: Cinco Ranch 35, College Park 14
• Cinco Ranch, like Seven Lakes, will have 

a rematch of last year's season opener when 
they take on College Park on Thursday.

The Cougars have a strong offense that 
they bring back, especially at quarterback 
and the skill positions, where there is already 
lots of talent and chemistry among the team. 
They will get a chance to test that against a 
playoff team from last season when they face 
off against College Park. The Cinco defense 
will have a chance to prove themselves as 
well, as there are many plyers that are step-
ping into bigger roles on that side of the ball 
this season. 

Conner Dunphy will lead the College 
Park offense in his first year at quarterback 
and Brenton Martinez leads the running 
game behind an offensive line headlined by 
Cobe Williams. Defensively, Cole Walters is 
a huge presence at linebacker and Andrew 

Powdrell provides good cover for the team 
as a defensive back. 

Cinco Ranch won last year's matchup 
35-14 in a strong offensive day for the Cou-
gars as the pass game was in full effect. The 
Cougars hope to have that same type of day 
against the Cavaliers on Thursday.

Mayde Creek at Westside,  
7 p.m. at Delmar Stadium

Last Year: Did not play
• Mayde Creek has a huge chance to get 

their season off on the right foot as they take 
on Westside to open the season.

Westside is expected to be a playoff team, 
but comes from a weak district and has 
holes that the Rams will no doubt be looking 
to exploit as they look for a season opening 
win this year.

The Mayde Creek offense has some 
strong players coming back, as Carldell 
Beard has made great strides at quarter-
back heading into his senior season, Beau 
Bankston looks to be a strong weapon on the 
outside and Marvin Bodden looks to take a 
step up in the run game entering his senior 
season. 

Defensively, the back end is in very good 
hands, as Tay’Shawn Wilson can shut down 
any receiver in front of him and Braden 
Turner also is a very talented piece in the 
secondary. Nicholas Buena and Trevin 
Lucius are both talented pieces in the front 
seven.

The Mayde Creek defense will have to 
contend with a strong run game from West-
side, as Jahbari Kuykendall can break away 
from defenses and comes off a 1600 yard 
season. And the Wolves can pass too, with 
Thaddeus Watson throwing for over 1000 
yards and 16 touchdowns last season, but 
the Rams should be able to take advantage 
of an inexperienced offensive line. The 
Wolves do bring back six starters on offense, 
but it’s a challenge that Mayde Creek will be 
happy to accept as they gear up for tougher 
opponents in district play.

FRIDAY

Paetow vs. Conroe,  
6 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last Year: Did not play
• Paetow opens its inaugural 6A season 

by hosting Conroe on Friday, with the Pan-
thers hoping to kick things off in the right 
fashion.

It will be the first look at Paetow’s new 
offense, which head coach Lonnie Teagle 
describes as a “power spread” and will be a 
good early indicator in what we can expect 

from the team this season, but expect it to 
be balanced in run to pass, as Teagle and his 
staff plan to utilize both the air and ground 
game. 

Koby Truehill is set to take over at quar-
terback and has shown some really good 
promise heading into the year and the run 
game should be as strong as last year with 
Damyrion Phillips leading the backfield. 
And there are weapons all around in the 
pass game for the Panthers as well. And the 
Paetow defense should be tremendous and 
will have a chance to show it.

It will be a good opening challenge 
for the team, as Conroe is led by Louis 
Williams III, who is a huge talent at receiver 
and will test the Paetow secondary, but 
there are questions at other positions that 
the Paetow defense should be able to take 
advantage of. 

Paetow’s offense will have to deal with a 
strong front seven from Conroe that should 
show how the Panthers will react to strong 
tams in District 19-6A as well, but the Pan-
thers should be up to the challenge.

Katy at Clear Springs,  
7 p.m. at Challenger Stadium

Last Year: Katy 40, Clear Springs 7
• Katy will open the season against Clear 

Springs for the second straight year when 
they travel to Challenger Stadium on Friday. 
The Tigers once again have a tremendous 
running game behind senior running 
backs Seth Davis and Dallas Glass and a 
huge offensive line. Caleb Koger will have a 
chance to show his skills as well as he leads 
the pass game with JR Ceyanes taking the 
spot of the top receiver on the team.

Defensively, the Tigers bring back a 
strong core and will have a chance to show 
that against a very strong offense in Clear 
Springs.

Quarterback is a question mark for the 
Chargers but they do have weapons all 
around the offense. Ashton Schumann is 
strong at receiver while Xai'Shaun Edwards 
comes off a 1500 yard year and can make an 
impact in the ground game at running back. 
Defensively, Clear Springs is led by Bran-
son Winter at defensive line while Michael 
Sylvalie will provide a nice challenge to Katy 
at linebacker. But the Tigers come into the 
matchup as clear favorites. 

Taylor vs. Cy-Woods,  
7 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last Year: Did not play
• Taylor will have a big test early as they 

face a playoff team from last year to open the 

season in Cy-Woods. The Mustangs offense 
will have a chance to prove themselves with 
Joe Jefferson leading the charge at quarter-
back and Dante Archie looking to make a 
jump in his junior season, while the team 
brings back players with varsity experience 
on both the line and at receiver.

On defense there are tons of returners all 
over the field and the coaching staff believes 
there will be lots of improvement on that 
side of the ball from the team, and this will 
be a perfect opportunity to see the areas 
they are good at and where they need to 
improve. 

Cy-Woods will challenge the Mustangs, 
especially the Mustangs' offense, as the 
Wildcats return six starters from last year's 
playoff team. Dylan Rodgers is a force at 
linebacker and Terrane Green is a very 
strong presence on the defensive line, while 
Sawyer Despres leads the back end of the 
defense.

The Taylor defense though will have a 
chance to go after some young and inex-
perienced players on offense, especially at 
the skill positions for the Wildcats, and the 
Mustangs will hope to put together a good 
all-around game for the win.

SATURDAY

Morton Ranch vs. Eisenhower,  
6 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last Year: Did not play
• Morton Ranch wanted a strong non-dis-

trict schedule and will kick things off with a 
good opponent in Eisenhower. 

The Morton Ranch offense returns tons 
of firepower all over the field, bringing back 
its leading passer in Josh Johnson, leading 
rusher in Santana Scott and leading receiver 
in Mike Gerald. 

Defensively, there are also tons of return-
ers, and it looks to be a strong core that can 
make a playoff push this year. So Morton 
Ranch will hope to prove they can do just 
that when it plays Saturday. 

The Mavericks will be tested offensively, 
as Eisenhower has one of the best players in 
the area in Ryan Niblett, who had over 700 
receiving yards and 400 rushing yards last 
year and is a four star recruit. Zacchaeus 
Henry can sling it at the quarterback posi-
tion and Deon DeBlanc is another weapon 
on the offensive end.

Defensively, the Mavericks will have 
to deal with a strong secondary, but they 
should be able to take advantage of some 
youth and inexperience on the defensive 
line — a fact that the Mavericks will no 
doubt seize on as they try to get a season 
opening win. 

Jordan vs. Aldine Davis 
7 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last Year: Did not play
• Jordan’s first game as a 6A program 

comes against Aldine Davis, in a matchup 
that is very intriguing  to see where the 
young Warriors are in terms of development 
for this year. 

Since the Warriors had no seniors last 
season, they bring back every starter on both 
sides of the ball and will be looking to have 
improvements now that they have made the 
jump to facing bigger programs. 

The Warriors have an offense that can 
be lethal through the air, with multiple 
options at receiver and a quarterback that 
can sling it. Defensively, Jordan has some 
strong players and they will be able to test 
themselves against a good opponent to 
start the season.

One area where Jordan needs to prove 
themselves and where Davis is expected to 
excel this season is in the trenches on both 
sides of the ball, as Davis has big physical 
lines. Offensively, tight end Kameron 
Carter is expected to be a handful and will 
test the Jordan defense, while defensively, 
Lamon Houston will be a test for the Jordan 
offensive line and Jordan’s wide receivers 
will have to have a good day against a strong 
defensive back in Stephen Howard. But it is 
a winnable game for the Warriors and will be 
a good game as a season opener.

Football returns with big matchups
KATY ISD WEEK ONE PREVIEWS

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Seven Lakes Spartans running back Barrett Hudson (5) carries the ball on a 27-yard touchdown run during a high school 
football game between Mayde Creek and Seven Lakes on October 29, 2021 in Katy, Texas. Seven Lakes won, 50-10.
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August 18
Puzzle Answers

NOTICE
The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The City 
Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Each Conduct 
Public Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held At 
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.

CITY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

6:30 p.m., Tuesday, September 13, 2022

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, September 26, 2022

The Hearings Are Being Conducted To Receive
Comments From The Public On A Proposed Ordinance
Of The City Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas
Amending The Zoning Ordinance, Ordinance No. 621;
And Amending Ordinance No. 2987 “Katy Court”
Planned Development District For The Addition of
Approximately 189.5 Acres of Land Generally Located
Near The South-West Intersection of Clay Road And
Katy-Hockley Cut-Off Road In The City of Katy;
For Development Into The “Katy Court” Planned
Development District; Repealing All Ordinances And
Parts Of Ordinances In Conflict Herewith; Providing
For Severability And Providing For A Fine Not To
Exceed $2,000 For Each Day A Violation Of This
Ordinance Exists. Applicant And Agent Is META
Planning + Design.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Owner: Mason Creek Utility District 
Owner’s Office: 847 Dominion Dr., Katy, TX 77450
Project (the Work): Rennie Lift Station Conversion including
     demolition, structural modification, construction, generator,
     pumps, piping, valves, electrical work and other goods
     and services.
Project location: 821 Rennie Dr., Katy, TX 77450
Owner proposes to let a contract for the Project and seeks 
bids. Generally, bids must be signed, sealed and physically 
submitted at Owner’s Office by September 16, 2022 at 
2:00 PM, when they will be opened and publicly read, all 
in accordance with the Contract Documents, which 
are: (i) on file at the Owner’s Office where all bidders may 
examine them and get copies; (ii) incorporated herein by 
reference, including prevailing wages; and (iii) posted on 
civcastusa.com. A pre-bid conference (non-mandatory) is 
set for September 8, 2022 at 10:00 AM at Owner’s Office. 
/s/ Len Forsyth, Project Officer.

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a
Wine and Malt Beverage
Retailer’s On-Premise Permit
(BG) with a Food and
Beverage Certificate (FB) by
Pei Wei Houston, LLC dba
Pei Wei Asian Kitchen, to be 
located at 6825 S Fry Rd Suite 
900, Katy, Fort Bend, Texas.
Officers of said Limited
Liability Company is Lorne 
Goldberg, CEO.

Shop Sell
Fundraise,

OUTSTANDING 
KITCHENWARE,

RadaCutlery.com
800-311-9691

EXCEPTIONAL 
VALUE

or

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 21-27, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-
ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug. 
30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North 
of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000. 
1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com, 
312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate 
to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St., 
Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe, 
TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX. 
FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

REAL ESTATE
6 acres w/9 rentals; 2 acres potential for RV park/
storage, etc.; southeast of San Antonio (87/1604), 15 
minutes from downtown San Antonio, $1,400,000. 
Bennie, 210-381-1234. 

25 Acres & New 1,200 SF Hunting Cabin Shell, 
only $239,900. Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & 
recreational tracts – perfect for wildlife spectators, 
hunters & nature enthusiasts. Prime location in Brady, 
the Heart of Texas. High-speed internet. Get a free ATV 
with purchase (limited time). Call 877- 333-7390 x31, 
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

MERCHANDISE
Rada Cutlery – Fundraise, Shop or Sell. Outstanding 
kitchenware, exceptional value. 800-311-9691 
RadaCutlery.com.

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 
312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Call today to discuss your advertising plan.
281-391-3141

HOW TO KILL A BUSINESS
IN TEN EASY STEPS

Call today to discuss your advertising plan

1. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just pretend everybody know what 

you have to off er.

2. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself you just don’t have the 

time to spend thinking about promoting your business.

3. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just assume everybody knows what 

you sell.

4. DON’T ADVERTISE. Convince yourself that you’ve been in 

business so long customers will automatically come to you.

5. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that there are new potential 

customers who would do business with you if they were 

urged to do so.

6. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have a competition 

trying to attract your customers away from you.

7. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself it costs too much to 

advertise and that you don’t get enough out of it.

8. DON’T ADVERTISE. Overlook the fact that advertising is an 

invesement in selling - not an expense.

9. DON’T ADVERTISE. Be sure not to provide an adequate 

advertising budget for your business.

10. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have to keep 

reminding your establised customers that you appreciate 

their business.
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CLEANING

YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week
For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
BUSINESS SERVICES REAL ESTATE

(713)295-0413
https://www.signaturecleaningconcepts.com

Professional Janitorial Services

(832) 385-4441
rocky.realestatepro@outlook.com

Representing Katy, Fulshear, 
Richmond and surrounding areas, 
Rocky is committed to listening to 
his client’s needs and utilizing his 
keen negotiating skills to ensure a 

successful transaction.  

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Suite E200

Katy, TX 77494
(281) 503-7117

     Jonathan McNabb, Broker/Owner

Local Roots | Global Reach
From the best tools and technology to transparency 
throughout the entire process, we're the top choice 

for buyers and sellers.

REAL ESTATE

STAFF REPORT

University of Houston sophomore offensive 
lineman Patrick Paul has been named to the Rotary 
Lombardi Award Watchlist, presented annually to the 
college football offensive or defensive lineman who 
combines outstanding performance and ability with 
the character and discipline of NFL Hall of Fame Head 
Coach Vince Lombardi. The announcement was made 
Monday afternoon by the Rotary Club of Houston.

Paul is among 77 student-athletes on the watchlist 
including just four from The American. The honor is 
the latest for the Jersey Village High School product 
who has been tabbed Preseason All-American Athletic 
Conference First Team by Dave Campbell’s Texas 
Football, Athlon Sports and Phil Steele. The Houston 
native and Outland Trophy Watch List honoree is also 
a team captain.

Paul started all 14 games at left tackle as a freshman 
a season ago en route to being named All-American 
Athletic Conference First Team. Offensively, the Cou-
gars led The American in first downs offense (314) and 
red zone offense (.891).

Semifinalists for the Rotary Lombardi Award will be 
announced on Nov. 10 and the four finalists will be un-
veiled on Nov. 23. The winner will be revealed on Dec. 7.

Houston opens its season on Sept. 3 at UTSA. Kick-
off is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. from the Alamodome 
and can be seen on CBS Sports Network. The in-state 
matchup is the lone FBS contest nationally on opening 
weekend featuring two 12-plus win teams from a 
season ago.

Houston’s Patrick Paul named to Lombardi watchlist

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ATHLETICS

University of Houston sophomore offensive lineman was named to the Lombardi Award Watchlist

Longhorns lose 2 players after first scrimmage
BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The football season hasn’t started yet, 
but Texas is already down two important 
players.

Head coach Steve Sarkisian confirmed 
Monday that senior offensive lineman Junior 
Angilau and junior wide receiver Isaiah Ney-
or suffered season-ending ACL tears during 
Saturday’s scrimmage at DKR.

“Football is the game and that’s why 
you’ve got to continue to build depth so you 
have other guys to step up and play,” Sarki-
sian said. “I hate it for them. I feel for those 
guys who both had really good offseasons to 
get ready for the season.”

Angilau was expected to serve as the 
primary backup center, while Neyor figured 
to slot in at No. 3 on the wide receiver depth 
chart.

Senior running back Roshon Johnson, 
junior nickel back Jahdae Barron and fresh-
man offensive lineman Cole Hutson also 
suffered injuries in the scrimmage.

Sarkisian said they should all be ready to 
go before the first game of the season against 
Louisiana-Monroe on Sept. 3.

“For us now, it’s next man up, and we’ve 
got to make sure that we’ve got those pieces 
in place, which I think we’ve done a good 
job of in recruiting to ensure that we can do 
that,” Sarkisian said. “We’ve got plenty of 
time, and we’ll be okay on that front.”

Sophomore receiver Agiye Hall was 
arrested for criminal mischief last Thursday 
after reportedly removing a parking boot 
from his vehicle.

He was suspended indefinitely on Friday. 
Hall was previously suspended during his 
freshman season at Alabama before trans-
ferring to Texas this offseason.

Sarkisian said his suspension this season 
wasn’t based on just one incident.

“We’re working with Agiye, we’re working 
with his family to get him in a situation 
where he can be a really functional part of 
this team,” Sarkisian said. “We’re putting 
all the pieces in place to help him do that. 

When the time is right, we’ll have him back 
on our team.”

There were still plenty of good things to 
come out of the first scrimmage of the fall.

Sarkisian said it was good to see the 
younger players in action more and that 
there was a lot of physicality on both the 
offensive and defensive lines.

It was the defense overall that stood out.
“The ball was alive on Saturday, Sarki-

sian said. “We had three interceptions and 
caused four fumbles. That’s a great start to 
attacking the ball from a defensive per-
spective. The energy and tempo were really 
good.”

And the quarterback battle between 
returning redshirt sophomore Hudson Card 
and redshirt freshman Quinn Ewers rages on.

Sarkisian said the offense as a whole 
probably looked at the tape from the 

scrimmage and realized they missed some 
opportunities, but the quarterback competi-
tion still remains too close to call.

“Both guys are working very hard, and 
they’ve both got great attitudes,” Sarkisian 
said. “They’re working with one another yet 
competing with one another. Both recog-
nize there’s room to improve. The focus is 
what they can do now and what they can do 
moving forward.”

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS ATHLETICS

ijan Robinson and Texas football scrimmaged for the first time this fall. The Longhorns begin the season against Louisiana-Monroe on Sept. 3.
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Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 

The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.

2002 W. Grand Parkway N. | Suite 220 | Katy, TX 77449
281-396-2200 | www.katyedc.org
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 “But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”  
1 Corinthians 15:57
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play against a strong Katy team that has had 
success this year and last year. 

Tompkins passed that test with flying 
colors, as the Falcons swept Katy three sets 
to zero (25-18, 25-19, 25-13) to start district 
off on the right foot and prove that they will 
be a force this season.

“It was an awesome way to start off 
district,” said Tompkins head coach Allison 
Merrell. “We knew that we had to come out 
strong tonight, and we were able to do that 
in spurts. We have to do a little bit more, 
but it’s early still and so just figuring out 
what we have to do to win every time we 
go out and figure out our focus is the most 
important thing. “We were able to do that. 
Now we just need to lock in a little bit better 
at times, but we’ll get there.”

Tompkins got progressively better 
throughout the match, as it was back and 
forth early in the first set before they pulled 
away before and then were a bit stronger 
in the second set before Katy mounted a 
comeback to make things close. 

“We really were able to do well with 
sliding out and our serve receive game,” 
said senior right side hitter Tendai Titley. 
“We were able to do that and then we didn’t 
really ever play flat either which is really 
important. But we can get a lot better with 
our serving and in some other areas and 
it’s going to be important for us to just keep 
getting better every way we can.”

Tompkins pulled away early in the third 
set and never let Katy get close as they 
cruised to the sweep. 

The Falcons will look for more as they try 
to match what they were able to do last year 
and push for a district championship. 

“We want to repeat what we did last 
year,” Titley said. “Our goal is to be unde-
feated district champs. That’s the path we’re 
on, and we have to keep fighting for it every 
day because we know how big of a goal that 
is.”

But the most important thing for the 

Falcons is to stay in the present, and with 
another big district matchup coming 
against Cinco Ranch next Tuesday, they 
know that there have to be improvements 
as they move forward.

“We have to be sharp,” Merrell said. 
“Cinco is going to come for us, just like 
every team in this district is going to come 
for us. We have to be ready for that and we 
have to play our game. Everyone wants to 
beat us, and we don’t want to be beat, so it 
it makes for a really good dynamic. We’re 
having great practices that are competitive 
and every player here knows we have to 
continue to step up our game every time we 
step in the gym.”

Sasser named to Preseason 
All-American first team
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

University of Houston Men’s Basketball 
senior guard Marcus Sasser was named to 
the Preseason All-America First Team by 
Blue Ribbon College Basketball Yearbook 
on Monday.

The Dallas native was a Preseason 
All-American Athletic Conference selec-
tion and averaged a team-high 17.7 points 
per game before being sidelined following 
foot surgery in December 2021.

In early June, annouced his decision 
to withdraw his name from the NBA Draft 
and return to Houston for his senior 
season.

Sasser posted four 20-point games in 
his first 12 contests a year ago, including 
season highs with 26 points in wins against 
Rice and Northwestern State.

He drained seven 3-pointers in the first 
half of the win against Northwestern State, 
tying the school record set by Robert McK-
iver against Charleston on Nov. 17, 2007.

With 180 3-pointers and 498 3-point 
attempts to date, Sasser is poised to set 
Houston career records in both categories 
as he prepares for the 2022-23 season.

Sasser was joined on the Preseason 
All-America Team by Armando Bacot 
(North Carolina), Trayce Jackson-Davis 

(Indiana), Drew Timme (Gonzaga) and 
Oscar Tshiebwe (Kentucky). Tshiebwe 
was recognized as Blue Ribbon’s National 
Preseason Player of the Year.

The Cougars open their 2022-23 
schedule when they play host to Northern 
Colorado on Nov. 7 inside the Fertitta 
Center. It will be the first of 18 regular-
season home games inside the Fertitta 
Center.

From there, the Cougars hit the road 
for the first time to take on Saint Joseph’s 
at 5 p.m. (CT), Nov. 11, in Annapolis, Md., 
as part of the Veterans Classic on the U.S. 
Naval Academy campus.

Under the leadership of three-time 
American Athletic Conference Coach of 
the Year Kelvin Sampson, three starters 
and seven lettermen return from the 
Cougars’ 2021-22 team, which posted a 
32-6 overall record, advanced to the NCAA 
Tournament Elite Eight, swept the Amer-
ican Athletic Conference regular-season 
and tournament titles and finished among 
the nation’s Top 10 for the second straight 
season.

Under Sampson’s leadership, the 
Cougars have posted seven consecutive 
20-win seasons, including a pair of 30-win 
campaigns, and competed in each of 
the last four NCAA Tournaments to tie a 
school record.

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ATHLETICS

Marcus Sasser was named a Preseason All-American by Blue Ribbon College Basketball Yearbook. 

Tomkins’ Erica Dellesky serves during Tuesday’s match 
between Tompkins and Katy at the Tompkins gym.

Above: Tompkins 
players listen to head 
coach Allison Merrell 
during a timeout 
during Tuesday’s 
match between 
Tompkins and Katy at 
the Tompkins gym.
At left: Tompkins’ 
Presley Powell sets a 
ball during Tuesday’s 
match between 
Tompkins and Katy at 
the Tompkins gym.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE
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breaking off a huge touchdown run during 
the timed period. Another bright spot was 
Ramarian Tillman, as the junior running 
back showcased a willing and ability to run 
with power and fight for yards, carrying 
the ball a number of times throughout the 
scrimmage  and showing that he can be a 
force and good compliment to Davis at the 
varsity level.

“He really showed that he’s going to 
be a good running back for us,” Joseph 
said. “He’s a tough runner and can be a 
good complementary piece. We have a 
couple other ones and have some injuries 
right now, but he did a really good job for 
himself. I thought Ramarian ran hard, he 
looked quicker than what he had been, and 
I think he’s going to be able to complement 
us at fullback and running back. He can do 
a lot of different things and he’s going to 
help our football team, and that’s the type 
of depth we have to build.”

Katy’s defense played strongly and even 
when they gave up a play or a touchdown, 
they were able to respond and make plays 
of their own. A big example of this was in 

the timed period when after a touchdown 
the Tigers then made a huge interception 
on a deep pass the next possession. 

“We had moments where we could have 
done better but we did a really good job of 
just being able to put it aside and go out 
there and make plays and play together,” 
said senior safety Johnathan Hall. “But now 
we get to look at the film and work on it. 
And we brought the energy, which is my 
favorite thing about us. When we scored 
the whole sideline was jumping, then our 
defense makes a play and it’s the same 
thing. The defense was cheering for and 
playing for the offense and the offense was 
doing the same thing for the defense.”

The Tigers showed some strong areas 
of their games, but they also know there 
are some things they need to clean up for 
when they get to their first game. 

“I think the most important thing is 
always just to get back and focus on the 
fundamentals,” Hall said. “We have to just 
everybody on point and go back to the 
roots. We just have to make sure we do that 
every week and go from there.”

Texans prepare for final preseason test against 49ers
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The Houston Texans offense 
has continued to struggle this 
preseason.

The Texans have struggled to 
run and pass the ball, as Houston 
has been unable to gain momen-
tum on the offensive end, only 
scoring 17 total points through the 
two first halves of their first two 
preseason games. 

The Texans know there is work 
to do and know they have room to 
improve heading into the team's 
final preseason game on Thursday.

“I think we just need to contin-
ue building a rhythm out there,” 
said quarterback Davis Mills. “We 
have to get comfortable with each 
other and continue to grow as an 
offense. We’ll have some different 
things going into week one that 
we haven’t showed in preseason 
that we’ll utilize as well. We have 
continue to build that comfort 
but I think we are in a good spot, 
we just need to take advantage of 
all the live reps we are getting in 
preseason.”

It was one of the biggest goals 
of the offseason for the Texans to 
improve the offense, but it has mo-
ments of brilliance but is unable 
to thrive without a competent run 
game to compliment it.

The Texans run game especially 
struggled last week against the 
Rams, as they were unable to gen-
erate anything on the ground, but 

that also could have been because 
of the absence of rookie running 
back Dameon Pierce, who did not 

play in the game and is expected to 
be the starter this season. 

Pierce showed that he might be 

able to carry the run game in the 
Texans first preseason game, as 
he rushed five times for 49 yards, 

averaging 9.8 yards per carry and 
showing both power and explo-
siveness.

“That was the plan to not have 
him play tonight,” said Texans 
head coach Lovie Smith after the 
Texans game against the Rams. 
“We let Marlon (Mack) have a 
lot more carries today. But he’s 
showed some really good things.”

One bright spot for the Texans 
last week was their final drive of 
the first half, where Mills led them 
on a seven play, 75-yard drive that 
took 39 seconds. Mills capped the 
drive off with a 18-yard fade to 
Nico Collins, who made a great 
play in the back of the endzone to 
leap over a defender and wrestled 
the ball away to give the Texans the 
lead at half.

“It was awesome,” Mills said. 
“The guys made some big time 
plays, we didn’t have much going 
on before that so it was nice to end 
the half with a touchdown and the 
lead. 

The hope is that with Pierce 
back and with more time to jell the 
offense will take a step up, showing 
more offensively Thursday before 
they turn their attention to the 
regular season. And that’s exactly 
what the Texans plan to do.

“There were a lot of good things 
we did throughout the game,” 
Smith said. “But there has to be 
improvements still, we aren’t first 
game of the season ready yet, but 
we see things each week that we 
like and can build on.”

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Houston Texans linebacker Kamu Grugier-Hill (51) deflects a pass intended for Los Angeles Rams running back Darrell Henderson Jr. (27) during an NFL 
game between Houston and the Los Angeles Rams on October 31, 2021 in Houston, Texas.

Far left: Katy’s Caleb Koger 
makes a pass during Katy’s 
scrimmage against Klein 
Collins on Friday at Legacy 
Stadium. Left, Katy’s Connor 
Johnsey tries to make a tackle 
during Katy’s scrimmage 
against Klein Collins on Friday 
at Legacy Stadium.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE
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SCRIMMAGE
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Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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Cougars ranked No. 24 
in first AP poll of season
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

For the 12th time in program 
history and first since 2016, the 
University of Houston Football pro-
gram will enter the season ranked 
by Associated Press voters. The 
Cougars checked in at No. 24 in the 
first AP poll released Monday.

Houston, which was ranked No. 
25 in the USA Today AFCA Coaches’ 
Poll released last week, is among 

three Texas programs in the AP poll, 
joining Texas A&M (No. 6) and Baylor 
(No. 10). Fellow American opponent 
Cincinnati is ranked No. 23.

Houston opens its season two 
weeks from Saturday (Sept. 3) at 
UTSA. Kickoff is scheduled for 2:30 
p.m. from the Alamodome and can 
be seen on CBS Sports Network. 
The in-state matchup is the lone 
FBS contest nationally on opening 
weekend featuring two 12-plus win 
teams from a season ago.

The Houston Cougars offense celebrates after a fourth-quarter touchdown in an NCAA football game 
between Houston and SMU on October 30, 2021 in Houston, Texas. Houston won 44-37.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN
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