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City, state officials working to reduce water fees

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER

NEWS EDITOR

Atits Jan. 10 meeting at City
Hall, the Katy City Council voted
to increase the groundwater
reduction fees charged by the West
Harris County Regional Water

Authority to $2.19 per 1,000 gallons

of water, effective Jan. 15. The vote

was unanimous but there was no

joy at the council table that night.
At issue, as council members

see it, is that city residents are pay-

ing for water they are not receiving.

“I've always had people asked
me what that county charge is on
the water bill,” Council Member-
at-Large and Mayor Pro Tem Chris
Harris said. “Within the last year,

we've had people who are real up-
set because sometimes that added
fee is higher than their actual water
bill. Last summer, when we had
the drought, it really came to mind,
what we are paying for with that
fee because we’re not receiving
surface water”

The authority, formed by the
Texas Legislature in 2001, is tasked

with bringing surface water from
Lake Houston to the Katy city
water system, West Harris County
and a small portion of North Fort
Bend County. A pipe system, now
under construction, would provide
the surface water.

By providing surface water,
the area would be less reliant on
groundwater. In this way, the area

is less prone to subsidence, where
the ground sinks and is therefore
more vulnerable to flooding.

A nine-director board supervis-
es the authority, which comprises
the city and area municipal utility
districts, called MUDs.

The city joined the authority when

See WATER, page A3

Katy ISD
Trustees hear
budget update

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER

NEWS EDITOR

A Katy ISD official told school trustees Monday
that the district will be receiving more money from
various sources.

Chris Smith, the district’s chief financial officer,
gave a budget update at a
special March 20 school board
meeting. On revenues, he said
the district expects to receive
an additional $7 million in
compensatory education
(called Comp Ed) funding
due to the growing number of
economically disadvantaged
students enrolled in the district.

Smith said the percentage
of economically disadvan-
taged students in Katy ISD has
grown from the low 30s to about 44-45%. The district
receives more money with that change in percentage,
he said.

Smith said the district expects to receive $3.4
million in insurance claim money following Winter
Storm Yuri in February 2021.

“It’s frustrating to talk about this yet again,” Smith
said. “I expected this money well over a year ago.”

The district is looking, at least indirectly, at receiv-
ing $2.5 million from the U.S. Government through
the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency
Relief (ESSER) III fund. Smith said the district does
not directly budget the money, and needed to budget
based on what he described as “routine, but we can
count on.”

Smith said the district expects about $1.9 million
in additional interest earnings. Smith said interest
rates have soared.

“It’s continued to go up, and we think that’s a
conservative number,” Smith said, adding that the
district has about $300 million invested, with more
interest bringing in more money. However, he said,
he was not to a point where he was ready to amend
the budget. He said he wanted to look at the numbers
again in the summer.

Smith said the district can also expect money

CHRIS
SMITH

See BUDGET, page A3
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BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER

NEWS EDITOR

As Bill Fanning, Katy Crossing
Icehouse owner, tells it, the goal was to
create a classy, upscale date night kind
of place in Downtown Katy. A place, he
said, where people would feel comfort-
able in bringing their family.

The icehouse, at 5733 2nd St., is off
to a good start. Following a last-minute
sprint to finish the construction work,
it opened on Super Bowl Sunday—per-
haps “kicked off” would be a good term
here—and has attracted visitors to the
downtown area while serving drinks
and featuring live music.

“It was pretty crazy,” Fanning said.
“We’ve just had nothing but great
support from the City of Katy, and we

couldn’t be more grateful”

On March 17, partygoers who came
to the O’Katy St. Patrick’s Day Sham-
rock Shindig in Downtown Katy saw—
and heard—for themselves what the
icehouse was all about. The shindig,
organized by the Fulshear-Katy Area
Chamber of Commerce, was the first
of its kind in Downtown Katy. It also
served as a precursor to the Katy Mar-
ket Day, held March 18 in Downtown
Katy.

The icehouse opens at noon,
Fanning said, but for Katy Market Day
he planned to open it earlier to help
welcome the crowds.

“It’s going to be a lot of fun,” Fan-
ning said. “People are just pouring in.
The people of Katy have been nothing
but supportive. They keep telling me,

~ Bill Fanning, left, Katy Crossing Icehouse owner, and Don McCoy,
. Fulshear-Katy Area Chamber of Commerce president, show off
their St. Patrick’s Day attire in front of the icehouse.

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

New icehouse serves as a downtown attraction

‘Oh my gosh, I'm glad you're here.”

Fanning has worked as a home-
building company CEO. His wife,
Holly, is a real estate broker who has
focused on properties in The Wood-
lands and Cypress.

Yet they always loved the Katy area.
One day, they were shopping down-
town and decided to get something to
eat. There are restaurants nearby, but
dining options in the heart of down-
town, at that time, were limited. They
decided to do something about that.

“It was kind of our a-ha moment,”
Fanning said. “When this building
became available, we jumped on it.

It came together. I wanted it to come
together sooner, obviously, but a lot

See ICEHOUSE, page A3
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The pandemic caused plenty

Former Seven Lakes
student uses tutoring to
benefit her native India

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER

NEWS EDITOR

high school-aged students.
Madhuvarshi enjoys com-

petitive math—she said she’s

been doing it since the third

of anguish for teachers and
students, but one former Seven
Lakes High student used it to
benefit orphanages and low liter-
acy areas in her native India.
Alisha Madhuvarshi was born
in New Delhi, India, and moved
with her family to the United
States before she was two years of
age. While a student at Becken-
dorff Junior High, she learned of
the Texas Academy of Mathemat-
ics and Science in Denton. The
academy is part of the University
of North Texas. According to its
website, the academy is the na-
tion’s first early college entrance
residential program for gifted

HOUSTON

Methalist

NEAL CANCER CENTER

grade—and decided she wanted
to attend school there.

After two years at Seven Lakes
High, Madhuvarshi made the
move to Denton, where she is in
her first year. She said she enjoys
the independent lifestyle the
program provides. Her parents
remain in the Katy area. When
she graduates from the academy,
she said she hopes to attend the
University of Texas at Austin and
work with artificial intelligence
programs.

When the pandemic occurred
in 2020, Madhuvarshi found her-
self learning both how to be an
online student—and teacher.

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

ALISHA MADHUVARSHI

Alisha Madhuvarshi, second from left, is a former Seven Lakes High student who has helped
create libraries for orphanages in her native India. She raises the money through tutoring
students in math. With her in this photo are, from left, Rakesh Nikhaj, a student, and a teacher

ata school to which she has donated money.

“When the quarantine hit,
I'had alot of free time and I
wanted to use it to do something
productive and preferably be
helpful to other people,” Mad-
huvarshi said. She said she was
always interested in teaching and
that she came from a long line of
teachers in her family.

She began tutoring local

LEADING CANCER CARE

That Heals All of You

Katy-West Houstoh

students in math, first online and
then, eventually, in person. Her
students’ parents were asked for
donations, and they gave nearly
$1,000.

Madhuvarshi spoke with her
parents, as well as a family friend,
Rakesh Nikhaj, about how to

See TUTOR, page A3
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Wild West Brew Fest set for
March 23-25

The Rotary Club of Katy will
host the 2023 Wild West Brewfest
on March 23-25 at Typhoon Texas,
555 Katy Fort Bend Road.

This will be the event’s 10th fes-
tival in 11 years, and features beer,
live music, food and more. The
K-Town Throwdown will kick-off
the multi-day event March 23, fol-
lowed by the Launch Party March
24. The official Wild West Brew
Fest will be March 25, featuring
over 125 brewers and 800 different
beers.

The Wild West Brew Fest
showcases some of the best lig-
uids, including pours from some
of Houston's premier breweries
like Karbach, Buffalo Bayou, 8th
Wonder, True Anomaly and Katy's
own, No Label Brewery. HEB will
host a “Craft Beer Corral” in the
WWBF’s Texas Zone, featuring a
tap wall with seven new release
beers. WWBF patrons will get to
vote for their favorite, and the
winner will be featured in Houston
and Austin-area HEBs.

No Label Brewery'’s fan favorite,
Kevin’s Mom, won in 2022, and is
being released in the coming weeks.

Tickets start at $50. For more in-
formation and to purchase tickets,
visit the website wildwestbrewfest.
com.

Brookshire Flea Market
set for March 25-26

The Trading Market will hold
its Brookshire Flea Market from 8
a.m. to 7 p.m. March 25-26 at 1042
Stallknecht Road in Brookshire.

The flea market also features
food trucks and kid-friendly activ-
ities, including miniature animals

DAVID FRISHMAN
The Wild West Brew Fest, hosted by the Rotary Club of Katy, is set for March 24-25 at Typhoon Texas.

and a petting zoo.

The flea market is open every
weekend. For more information,
email thetradingmarket@yahoo.
com or call 832-341-4066.

Kingsland Baptist Church

International Festival set for

March 25

Kingsland Baptist Church will

hold its annual international fes-

o“. o“. o“' 60. 090 ‘.c o.. 02% o ’.0 Y-
% CLEARLY YOlI CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 2@
.‘.. ....
’.‘. MEET ..‘I
9 9

o | RMETHYST! °%,
. ‘ - . .
o " Arinethyst is ah reladl o0

0 j - a 4-month o
:‘ y Jr:\i’i(:d al‘areedo puppy :‘
’l. who is super friendly. .0.

@ Amethyst is ready to

o®0 shine in the setting of ¢®®
!‘ YOUR home and family. !‘
0, ole,
000 000
0 ROECIAL.PALS ‘o
0S8,

o specialpals.org oo
:. LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME! :.

Sponsored by

(281) 881-0466 | ktxwmdowcleanlng com
..‘ . . .'. “. ... .‘ ... ‘ . ... ..‘ .

tival from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. March
25 at the church, 20555 Kingsland
Blvd.

The festival features a full
schedule of schedule of cultural

performances throughout the day.

Come experience community
through an enriching celebration
of the diverse cultures of the Katy
area.

The performance schedule is as

follows:

OR

o OR

JUST

¢ 11:15 a.m. - Houston
Highlanders Pipes & Drums

e 11:45 a.m. - McTeggert Irish
Dancers

¢ 12:15 p.m. - Ballet Folklorico
Mexico Y Tradicion

e 12:45 p.m. - USA Shaolin Xiu
Kung Fu

e 1:15 p.m. - Victoria Orta

¢ 2:00 p.m. - NAYCO - North
American Youth Chinese
Orchestra
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¢ 2:45 p.m. - Xin Yue Dance
Group

For more information, includ-
ing parking, food vendors and kids’
activities, visit the website
ttp://www.kingslandinternational
festival.com.

Cane Island Spring Fling
set for March 25

The Cane Island community

will hold its annual spring fling
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 25 at
Cane Quarter, 2100 Cane Island
Parkway.

In addition to home tours, the
event will feature craft vendors,
carnival games, food vendors and
more.

For more information, visit the
website caneisland.com.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

Katy Optiks

Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125
Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com
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move forward. She said she visited
India before the quarantine went
into effect, and shortly after re-
turning she learned of Nikhaj.
“We just got to talking, and
he told me his work was to travel
India and work on charity projects
around the country,” Madhuvarshi
said. “I found that really interesting”
Madhuvarshi said she felt
Nikhaj would put the money to
good use, and it also provided her

a way to stay connected with her
culture.

Madhuvarshi began teaching
paid math classes, the proceeds
from which went to schools in
India, where they opened librar-
ies. Last year, she self-published
a math textbook, available for
purchase on Amazon at the abbre-
viated URL bit.ly/3lvqE7Q.

The success of these projects
was the inspiration for what Mad-

huvarshi calls the Library Project.
Its goal is to open 100 libraries in
low literacy areas in India. She
said each library costs $500 to
open and stock.

But while Madhuvarshi raises
the money through her teaching,
her parents, along with Nikhaj, are
part of the team. Her father, she
said, helps communications, partic-
ularly when she speaks with Indian
students in Hindi. She knows the

language, she said, but he’s more
fluent. Her mother, meanwhile,
teaches at a Montessori school and
works to secure donations. So far,

the project has raised about $5,000.

Madhuvarshi said her mother
also gives advice on the project
website, ourtoolbox.org, where
donations are accepted.

“She’s good at making sure
things look marketable,” Madhu-
varshi said.

ICEHOUSE

from page A1

WATER

from page A1

of things got in the way and I got it
opened as quick as I could.”

Food trucks provide the food for
the patrons. As for drinks, the icehouse
offers a variety of draft, domestic and
import beers. It also offers wines, cock-
tails and other liquors.

The icehouse is the first of two din-
ing-and-drink options in the downtown
area. Construction continues at the oth-
er restaurant, Southern Dough Baking
Company, 908 Ave. B. The opening date
has not been set as final preparations
continue. When open, it will offer sand-
wiches, salads and dinners.

“Downtown Katy is a really cute
town, loaded with history,” Fanning
said. “The antique shops are just
loaded with some of your new best
friends. There’s soon going to be a lot
to do down here.”

CORRECTIONS

Inits March 15 story “Willowfork Fire District #2
breaks ground for new administrative office,”
the Times erroneously referred to the Willowfork
Fire Department as a district. Fort Bend County
Emergency Services District #2 created the Willowfork
Fire Department, which serves the district. In the
same story, the Times reported that Robert Miller,
president of the district’s board of commissioners,
said that the new administrative office was to be
2,000 square feet. Miller clarified that the office
is to be 3,000 square feet. The story also said that
during Hurricane Ike in 2008, firefighters had to back
the fire trucks against the doors to keep the doors
from collapsing against floodwater pressure. Miller
dlarified that the fire trucks were placed against the
doors to prevent collapsing from wind pressure, not
floodwater pressure.

The Times regrets the errors.

itwas formed and a small monthly charge began
appearing on water bills for city residents in Harris
County and the district. But infrastructure costs and
a growing population caused those fees to rise. The
infrastructure remains under construction.

The fees wouldn’t go away after the system gets
built because the charge would be for the water.
Surface water is more expensive than groundwa-
ter, he said.

Harris said he’s spoken with Dennis Gorden, the
authority director whose precinct includes Katy.

“I think they understand we’re unhappy with it
because our residents are unhappy with it,” Harris
said. “I'm unhappy with it because we all have to
pay for something were not receiving. We've spo-
ken to all our state representatives about the issue.”

Gorden, along with board vice president Larry
Weppler and construction manager Troy Antho-
ny, spoke at a Feb. 16 “Coffee with the Directors”
event at the Fussell Senior Center, 5370 E. 5th St.

Weppler said authority leaders thought they
could have water to Katy by 2025 or 2026, but that
could not happen.

“We can’t be guaranteed that the City of Hous-
ton will give us water,” Weppler said. “Some of it
applies to getting pipes out here and tied to your
wells in Harris County.”

Currently, Gorden said, the schedule calls
for Katy to receive surface water by 2035-36. But
Katy officials went to the authority and requested
the surface water be available sooner than that.
Engineers studied the issue and believe the water
would be available by 2027-28, but Weppler said
there were no guarantees.

Some land must still be purchased for the pipe
line. Officials must decide where to run the pipe
and perform all the related activities, from surveys
to dealing with landowners, before beginning
construction.

“When money’s involved, you don’t always find
people willing to work with you,” Weppler said.

Harris said city officials have talked about legal
options, but there aren’t any.

“We’re just a conduit for receiving that fee be-
cause we collect the water bills,” Harris said. “As a

representative of the City of Katy, 'm not throwing
up my hands about it. We're talking to the legisla-
ture about it. It is not a City of Katy issue, enti-
ty-wise. From the legislature, yes, we're having to
be a part of it because of subsidence. We're paying
alot of money for something we don’t have. We're
looking for a better way to pay it out.”

Both Harris and Ward B Council Member Rory
Robertson expressed confidence that state Rep.
Mike Schofield, R-Katy, whose district includes
the Harris County portion of the city, can help
with a solution.

“I'believe he’s going to do something about it,”
Robertson said.

Schofield said he has been asking residents to
send him copies of their water bills.

“We have some residents whose impact fees
are two or three times their actual water usage
bill,” Schofield said. “That doesn’t work.”

Schofield said the project itself was not the
issue. People understand subsidence, he said,
along with the need to switch to surface water and
developing the pipeline to supply it locally.

“The issue is whether a pipeline that’s going
to be in the ground for 200 years has to be paid
for upfront by all the folks who are living here
right now, when we know there’s a ton of growth
coming and those folks aren’t paying for any of it,”
Schofield said. “As a result, you have impact fees
that are two to three times their water usage fees.
The cost of the project is not spread among the
people who are going to use it

Schofield said he has filed a bill in which
requires officials from the Texas Municipal Finance
Authority and the Texas Water Development
Authority will form a committee to identify and
recommend a way that the costs can be spread out
over time. The committee, Schofield said, will have
until September 1, 2024, to make its suggestions.
Schofield said it was possible there was no way the
costs could be spread out. If that were to happen,
he said, the state would have to take what he called
“more extreme” measures. But he expressed hope
that if committee members could get together and
find a solution, that was the better way to proceed.
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through property value audits
for 2020 and 2021. He said he
did not want to guess the figure,
but describe it as a “very good
wildcard number” He said that
figure would be the highest value
of what he was sharing at the
meeting.

Once the audits are complet-
ed, Smith said, they are sent to
the state comptroller’s office,
where they will be reviewed.
Such a review could take one
month, Smith said, or it could
go longer, perhaps six months.
When the comptroller’s office
finishes the review, the audits are
then given to the Texas Agency
for processing.

“When they get that, they'll
process it fast,” Smith said. “They
won’t hold on to it until they get
their budget renewed.”

Despite the increases in reve-
nues, Smith said the district was
facing explosive student enroll-
ment growth versus a sluggish
average daily attendance. The dis-
trict expects to bring in $2 million
less due to this issue, he said.

“It’s going to hurt our budget,’
Smith said.

On expenses, Smith said the
district expects to underspend on
payroll by about $10 million.

“We never spend our entire
budget on payroll,” Smith said.

Anticipated increases in
expenses, Smith said, were for
expanding self-insurance ($3.4
million, which Smith suggested
the anticipated Winter Storm Yuri
claim funds be applied towards);
additional funding for portable
building moves ($2.9 million);
additional property insurance
premiums ($1.35 million); knowl-
edge, skills, abilities and tools
($500,000), and additional pro-
gram startup funding ($250,000).

Overall, Smith said these
changes decrease the budget
deficit from about $16.8 million
to about $2.4 million.

“Where I didn’t need to be
conservative when it came to
expenses, I wasn’t,” Smith said,
adding that he thought officials
were also conservative on in-
come figures. He said he wanted
to think that the district would
have a surplus, particularly after
the two property value audits are
completed.
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Have you ever
been on the radio?

Everyone should do it at
least once in their life.

Speak on the radio, I
mean.

While promoting my new
book (search for my name on
Amazon if you're curious), I had
the honor of being interviewed
live (via telephone) on Nash-
ville’s Super Talk 99.7.

(Not that I haven’t broad-
cast live from a studio before.
Forty-something years ago,
my career as a D] came to a
screeching halt after a single
comedy-of-errors weekend.

In the weeks following that
catastrophe, when the word
“frequency” came up locally, it
had less to do with signal mod-
ulation than “Just how often will
the sheriff let us tar and feather
someone?”)

I'm glad I built up the nerve
to do the interview.

Like many people, [ am
self-conscious about my voice.
Sure, when my utterances go
straight from my mouth to my
ears, I imagine myself subbing
for Patrick Stewart onstage in
“Macbeth” or exchanging ur-
bane witticisms with the fabled
Algonquin Round Table. But
when I hear my voice on a tape
recorder or other such device, I
remind myself of Huckleberry
Hound with his bow tie on too
tight.

Some people have a face
made for radio. I have a voice
made for hieroglyphs.

I'll admit that I overprepared
for the interview. Sure, the
cough drops IV unit was mar-
ginally defensible, and I may yet
find a venue for the six-act hand
puppet biography of Guglielmo
Marconi; but I could still face
litigation for disabling every toi-
let within the range of hearing
and simultaneously gagging the
Ty-D-Bol Man.

The genial host invited me to
relax and treat it like a normal
one-on-one conversation, but
my brain has a built-in trans-
lator. A benign query such as
“What inspired you to write this
book?” becomes as stressful as
“When you sign this 40-year
mortgage, you do realize we'll
know where you live, right?” or
“Just what are your intentions
with my virgin daughter, you
young punk?”

On the other hand, it’s hard to
take yourself too seriously when
you know that while half the
listeners are hanging on your
every word, the thoughts of the
other half drift toward, “Oooo, I
hope they rerun the jingle with
the yodeling vinyl siding today!”

Allin all, it was a great experi-
ence. I hope you seize your own
radio opportunities.
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Like many people, |
am self-conscious
about my voice. Sure,
when my utterances
go straight from my
mouth to my ears,

| imagine myself
subbing for Patrick
Stewart onstage in
“Macbeth” .... But
when | hear my voice
on a tape recorder

or other such device,
| remind myself of
Huckleberry Hound
with his bow tie on
too tight.

Voice your opinion on a
political show. Phone in and
prognosticate on a sports show.
Compete in a trivia contest. An-
nounce a birthday or anniversa-
ry. Publicize your civic organi-
zation. Don’t be a wallflower
when an on-air personality does
aremote broadcast from one of
your favorite businesses.

You'll get a priceless ego
boost when friends and
acquaintances laud you as a
celebrity. But remain vigilant
asyou enjoy your 15 minutes of
fame. I keep expecting the IRS
to connect the dots. (“Hmm. 15
minutes of fame. Time is mon-
ey. Audit time! KA-CHING!”)

And it might be even more
than 15 minutes of fame. We
tend to think of radio broadcasts
as having less permanence than
a book, but those radio waves
just keep traveling through the
universe.

Perhaps someday they’ll
reach intelligent life thousands
of light-years away.

“Dude! It’s just like those
earth signals I picked up for-
ty-something years ago. Huckle-
berry Hound is still their leader!
Have they never heard of term
limits? Somebody just go ahead
and give me an alien autopsy
right now!”

Danny Tyree welcomes email
responses at tyreetyrades@aol.
com and visits to his Facebook
Jfan page “Tyree’s Tyrades.”
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New poll: Legislators have an
opportunity to act on Texans’
everyday concerns

t Texas 2036, we took March
2 — Texas Independence
ay — to celebrate the 30

million Texans going about their
daily lives, contributing in ways
large and small to the ongoing
miracle known as Texas.

With that in mind, we’ve chosen
that day to release the second set
of results from our Texas Voter Poll,
gauging voters’ thoughts on both
the affordability and accessibility
of services key to their day-to-day
lives and on the need for rigor in the
public education curriculum.

« Seven in 10 voters said most
working Texas parents lack access
to affordable childcare options.

» More than nine in 10 voters
said they were at least a little
concerned about the affordability of
housing in Texas.

» More than three in four voters
would allow advanced practice
nurses to provide more primary
care in areas without enough
primary care physicians.

o Currently, 224 of Texas’ 254
counties are classified as primary
care shortage areas, meaning
that there are not enough doctors
available to meet the needs of the
population.

Voters also strongly back
maintaining rigor in the public
education curriculum.

« Nearly three in four voters
favored requiring schools to use
instructional materials that have
been reviewed by the state and
shown to be higher quality.

¢ Arecent analysis by the
Texas Education Agency found
that only 19% of surveyed reading
assignments in Texas elementary
schools were on grade level.

« Close to seven in 10 voters were
against eliminating standardized
testing of U.S. history.

With voters on the record about
these issues of daily concern and
where they would like to see future
investments of their tax dollars, our
poll demonstrates that lawmakers
have a clear roadmap for taking real
steps to improve the day-to-day life
of Texans. Currently, 65% of Texas
voters said the state government
was doing either an excellent, good
or fair job in solving problems and
serving the needs of its residents.

“You can’t solve a problem
that you don’t diagnose fairly and
accurately,” Margaret Spellings,
Texas 2036 president/CEQO,
said. “Our hope is that citizens,
lawmalkers, partners and colleagues
use this survey of our fellow Texans
as a way to spur dialogue and inform
decisions that affect all Texans.”

And in a not surprising view of
how Texans look at how we solve
problems, they look to everyone to
step up to the plate—from business
leaders to elected officials to regular
people—showing that it will take
everyone to achieve success in the
future.

Three in 10 Texas voters thought
regular people can do the best to
improve Texas. That was more than
the 26% of voters who thought
state government officials were
best positioned to improve Texas
and the 18% who believed local
government officials were best
positioned to advance the state.

Surveys like the Texas Voter
Poll are vital to us as at Texas
2036 a data-based organization.

A.J.
RODRIGUEZ
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And in a not surprising
view of how Texans
look at how we solve
problems, they look to
everyone to step up

to the plate — from
business leaders to
elected officials to
regular people —
showing that it will take
everyone to achieve
success in the future.

The results of this survey should
galvanize the building of a coalition
this year to insist the public sector
act proactively to address the state’s
most pressing challenges and
opportunities.

Voters overwhelmingly support
lawmakers’ use of portions of
the state’s historic $32.7 billion
current revenue surplus to make
generational investments in key
infrastructure like water, state
government cybersecurity and IT,
community colleges, broadband
accessibility and the creation of
new state parks, as highlighted by
Texas 2036.

“We are in a blessed position
relative to other states because of
the state’s historic revenue surplus.
There are all these things out there
that are big and impactful and
directly impact people’s lives, and
lawmakers have a real opportunity
this year to tackle them,” John
Hryhorchuk, Texas 2036 senior
vice president for policy and
advocacy, said. “Voters want to
see action, and our polling data
shows that they want the state to
pursue generationally-impactful
investments.’

On Texas’ 187th birthday, Texas
voters embrace learning about
history and ensuring students have
access to high quality curriculum
in Texas schools. While some
have proposed eliminating state
standardized testing in American
history, Texas voters resoundingly
reject that effort. And as state
leaders look to combat COVID-

related learning loss, as well as
historical student outcomes gaps,
voters strongly approved of efforts
to improve curricular materials in
Texas public schools.

“Improving curriculum in Texas
public schools can improve student
outcomes and teacher quality of
life,” Mary Lynn Pruneda, Texas
2036 senior policy advisor, said.
“With higher quality curriculum,
teachers can focus on delivering
instruction and helping meet each
child’s individual needs.

More than six in 10 of Texas
voters said that they trust their local
law enforcement to handle crime
and public safety issues. But they
also indicated they would not back
efforts in the Legislature to make
less transparent the state’s system
that governs the separation of a
peace officer from their employers.

Texas 2036 released a report
in November that documented
problems with the form that
law enforcement agencies use
to describe the discharge of an
officer. The report concluded that
shortcomings in this system not
only fails to adequately address the
problem but can also facilitate a
problem officer wandering to other
agencies.

More than three in four Texas
voters said their trust in law
enforcement would decrease if
lawmakers chose not to reform
this system but instead chose to do
away with it entirely.

“For Texas to be the best place
to live and work, public safety,
which is predicated on trust in
law enforcement, is critical,” Luis
Soberon, Texas 2036 policy advisor,
said. “That trust can be shaken
and tarnished by a few who do
not uphold the profession’s high
standards. The Texas Legislature
can seize the opportunity this
session to improve safeguards
against wandering officers,
strengthen the profession and
better protect all Texans.”

Baselice and Associates
conducted the survey, polling 1,000
registered Texas voters on February
1-6, 2023. It has a margin of error
of + 3.1%. The interviews were
conducted via phone (55%), SMS
(13%), and online (32%). To view
the poll results, visit the website
texas2036.org/poll.

To learn more about Texas 2036
work, visit our website, texas2036.
org.

A.J. Rodriguez is executive vice
president at Texas 2036, a Dallas-
based nonprofit policy research
organization.

Texas state legislators
have a chance to act on
Texans’ everyday concerns,
aTexas 2036 poll finds.
PEXELS
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Patricia Carpenter Love-
day, of Lake City, passed
away on Thursday, March
16, 2023 at her home with
her love, Dan Bowles by her
side. She was 76.

Patricia was born to
Ralph and Virginia Carpen-
ter, in Nova, Ohio, attending
Ruggles-Troy Schools and
Mapleton High School. In
1961 the family moved to
Irving, Texas. There she
ultimately met and married
James Loveday in 1963,
having three children. Sadly,
James died in 1997. Pat
went on to establish herself
in a career with State Farm
Insurance. During a grade
school reunion in Nankin,
Ohio in 1999, Pat re-met
Dan Bowles, a school friend.
A relationship developed
that forced Dan to drag Pat,
kicking and screaming, back
to Michigan, where they
have resided ever since, cur-
rently in Lake City, MI. She
chose to pass, in Dan’s arms
in the log cabin she so loved.
Their life together has been
overflowing with travel, un-
usual experiences, and a life

COMMUNITY & FAITH

PATRICIA CARPENTER
LOVEDAY

tinually reminded Dan that
you had to talk to people.
That could mean taking two
hours at the grocery to buy
aloaf of bread and a gallon
of milk, but garnering the
complete life history of the
single mom behind the cash
register. Once pictured in
the local newspaper climb-
ing up shelves to grab a can
from the top shelf for an
elderly widower, she went
on to help him complete his
shopping. That exemplifies

She traveled extensively on
the back of Dan’s motorcy-
cle to Tennessee, Utah, and
one 3,500-mile trip to Texas
for her surprise 60th birth-
day party. After all that, she
opted to get alicense and
ride her own bike. She was
a force to be reckoned with!
After a brief retirement,

she chose to return to the
work force assisting the HR
department at North Star
BlueScope Steel in Delta,
OH. She claimed it was for
a little extra money, but all
reports indicate that she
just loved to talk to people
all day long. No complaints
were ever recorded!

Pat was preceded in
this current journey by her
parents and a sister, Joyce
Gorney Parades, and a
daughter-in-law, Michelle
Loveday.

She has moved on from
us and the trials of Alz-
heimer’s. Wish her safe
travels. She will be greatly
missed by those left behind,
including: Dan Bowles
of Lake City, MI; brother,
David (Janet) Carpenter,

of joy. Pat was a friend to all.
Being from Texas, she con-

her view of life. Affection-
ately known as “Miss Patty”!!

Grove City, Ohio; sons, Troy

(Deborah) Loveday of Allen,
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Texas, Bryan Loveday of
Jasper, MI; daughter, Tonya
(David) Loveday-Ward of
Broomfield, CO; step-sons,
Danny (Edie) Bowles of
Blissfield, M1, Jon (Jolene)
Bowles of Adrian, MI; nine
grandchildren; Jeremy
Loveday, Jonathan Loveday,
Mia Loveday, Sutton Ward,
Anson Ward, Courtland
Bowles, Elijah Bowles, Noah
Bowles and Parker Bowles;
treasured friends, her “Texas
Girls’; Polly Dalton and
Becky Hartford, as well as
Debbie Kline, Ashland, OH;
not forgetting her constant
protector pup, “Molly”!

Funeral services took
place Wednesday, March
22,2023 at 2 p.m. at
Young-Holdship Funeral
Home in Lake City, MI with
cremation to follow.

It is suggested that in
lieu of flowers, a donation
be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association or the Ardis
Missaukee District Library.

Condolences and memo-
ries may be shared online at
www.Young-Holdship.com.

The family is being
served by Young-Holdship
Funeral Home.

PLUS:

DOWNTOWN
SCHULENBURG

JOIN UG FOR A DAY FULL OF FUW, MUSIL & SAUCABE!

GREAT FOOD + DANCING IN THE STREET + COLD BEVERAGES « BIERGARTEN
ARTS & CRAFTS VENDORS « CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES + GRAND MARCH
FUN RUN « AMERICAN LEGION BLACK BEAN MOTORCYCLE RIDE

HOG-CALLING CONTEST & SAUSAGE-TOSS CONTEST

« FESTIVITIES START AT 11:15 WITH «
THE SHORTEST PARADE IN TEXAS
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LIVE MUSIC ALL DAY - FEATURING

Vit ogfte- i)

THEGZECHAHOLICS]

Al Day Fiug
1115AM 9:30pm

(MARK{HAUATA
GITEXAVIA

Free: Almission!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT GREATER SCHULENBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
(979) 743-4514 | SCHULENBURGSAUSAGEFEST@GMAIL.COM
WWW.SCHULENBURGSAUSAGEFEST.COM
P.0. BOX 65, 618 NORTH MAIN ST, SCHULENBURG, TEXAS 78956
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FUNERAL HOME

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945

(281) 391-2424
1508 East Avenue ¢ Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B * Katy, Texas 77493

Katy Hardware
i Im“wm Hardware Store Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners

559 Pin Oak Rd.
281-391-3437 - Fax 281-391-6922

Katy, TX 77494

www.katyhardware.com

Katy Veterinary Clinic

Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. ¢ Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. e Catherine Berry, DVM
Jessica Machala, DVM

i 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy
Open M-F 7-6 » Sat8-12 281-391-3169 * www. katyvetcllmc com

TRUE FIX hieating

Lic #TACLB004843E"
Quality Service for over 42 Years

Living in KATY, Working in 281 392 9334
KATY & KATY Proud
KEVIN DRURY
EFLECTIVE

R G Y SOLUTIONS

A/C &

“We're in Your Neighborhood and
We'll Be Here When You Need Us”
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=
E

Control your commercial energy costs and know your options

-
y

17 years Electricity Contract Experience | 281-630-5895 | kevind@reflectivees.com
Local, Live and Professional

pk:

Networking,
Upcoming Events,
& More Info

[m] =

Where Christian Businesses Meet

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
281-855-9300 « katygaragedoordoctor.com

N
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KATY CHRIST]AN MINISTRIES

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

k ktcm.org

Your Ad Here!

Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141
) RESURRECTION

IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS
5610 LILAC STREET  281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON
FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD » 281-392-0637
ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR » WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY » 832-762-7370
LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO
WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM o SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER ¢ 281-391-2263
TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY e 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. ¢ 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD » 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK ¢ 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF ¢ 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. e 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 * 281-391-6673 » WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM
PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. ® KATY, TX 77493 ¢ 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. » 281-371-21-56
MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. » 281-346-2279 » WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,
West Campus
19449 KATY FREEWAY e 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR
TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD e 281-371-3900
RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. ® KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 ¢ TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH e 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR © 281-492-3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS
DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER o 281-463-2304
GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494
281-769-5544 ¢ WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC
1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) ¢ 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM
ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH

5356 ELEVENTH ST. ¢ 281-391-4758

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

3311 N. FRY ROAD ¢ 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR
ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 « WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY e 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD e 281-492-2693
REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. e KATY, TX 77494 * 281-201-6439
FATHER SYMEON KEES ® ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET e 281-391-7606
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD * 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER
FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR
281-712-1492 ¢ FULSHEARCOC.ORG
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ « 281-578-1897
DAVID FLATT
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG e TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132
PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH » 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY » 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH
700 S. WESTGREEN e 281-398-6464  CROSSROADKATY.ORG
PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS
LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD ¢ 281-392-2300
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY ¢ 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB -
WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 « NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET © 281-391-2121 ¢ KATYFIRST.ORG
GRACE FELLOWSHIP
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 o JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) ¢ 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY
281-407-8716 ¢ RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG
PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) e DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)
ST. PETER’S
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. ¢ 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1928 DREXEL » 281-391-0687 » 281-391-5439
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1603 Norwalk ¢ 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
3434 FRY ROAD » 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX e 281-769-4090
HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS e 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S ® 713-705-4878
CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. o KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY
THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. ¢ 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW e 281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION ¢ 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD e 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY ¢ 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG ¢ JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR
GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494
MEETS EVERY SUNDAY ¢ 9 AND 11 AM.

(713) 280 - 3636 * GATEWAYHOME.COM
GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE
SUN 9:30 & 11 AM ¢ GREENHOUSECMA.ORG
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. e 281-345-1182 * JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR
IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY  281-222-4404
KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D © 281-391-7284 » 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR
KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD e 281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY e 281-395-5433
SAM RUDD, PASTOR
LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING
346-704-1542
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET  281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR
POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD e 281-391-0095
G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR
REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE
5371 E5TH ST, KATY  281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/
VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 * VENTUREKATY.COM
THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM  THE ARK EVENT CENTER
21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY e 832-276-0600 ® KATYVINEYARD.ORG
THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR  INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA
(281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF o 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR
WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM e SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM
TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM ¢ THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM
THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH e 281-829-1175
ROB MCKEE, PASTOR
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D * 281-391-3310
HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD
281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. ¢ 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD e 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG
YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD e 713-461-0709
YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
1913 EAST AVENUE » 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.

Find out what all
your friends .

KATY TIMES
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Katy Taste Fest scheduled for April 22

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Katy Taste Fest, the premier
family friendly food festival for
Katy foodies, celebrates its fifth
anniversary from 12-3 p.m. April
22 at Typhoon Texas, 555 Katy Fort
Bend Road. The event enables
Katy-area foodies to come together
and sample delicious bites while
supporting local non-profit
organizations focusing on the
environment, food security and
vulnerable children

The event features the diversity
of Katy’s dining community with
over 20 of Katy's restaurants with
unlimited bites while sipping on
wine, beer, and spirit samples.
Activities and fun for all ages
including VIP lounge, cooking
demonstrations, Kids’ Zone,
raffles, Best of Fest competition,
and ax throwing while rocking out
to live music by Sonic Seduction.

General admission tickets
start at $45, VIP tickets are $80,
and Kids' Zone for $10. Early Bird
pricing for discounted tickets
available until March 31.

For the last four years Katy
Taste Fest has grown to over 1,500
attendees and this year organizers
expect over 2,000 attendees.

“We are excited to celebrate
our fifth annual Katy Taste Fest,”

The Katy Taste Fest enjoyed good weather and great food at its 2022 event. Organizers are planning for more of the same for 2023.

Cyril Thomas, Katy Taste Fest event
chair, said. “We love being able

to celebrate and give back to our
community. Our incredible venue
partner, Typhoon Texas is an

incredible space to host the event.”
Money raised from the Katy
Taste Fest benefits charities.
“The only thing that Katy loves
more than food, is giving back

to the community,” Cherin Cox,
Katy Taste Fest VIP committee

chair, said. “We have granted over

$100,000 to charities since 2017

and love being able to give back”

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Participating restaurants
include: The Toasted Yolk Cafe,
Whiskey Cake, Miss V Vietnamese
Cuisine, Cabo Bob’s, Mala Sichuan
Bistro, HotBits Indian Cuisine,
Panino’s, Southern Dough Baking
Company, Black Walnut Café,
Chuckwagon BBQ, The Union
Kitchen, Orleans Seafood Kitch-
en, Babin’s Seafood, Halal Guys,
The Crack Shack, Frankie’s Italian
Kitchen, Typhoon Texas Water
Park, Social Sports Pub and more
to come.

Sponsors include: Keller
Williams Premier Realty, Rotary
Club of Katy, DripBar, Renewal
by Anderson, Waggin’ Tails, Chiro
Dynamics, and Andretti Indoor
Karting and Games.

Katy Taste Fest aspires to turn
tasters into diners. The festival
explores the city’s diverse dining
scene by sampling tastes from
local restaurants. Attendees can
enjoy cooking demonstrations,
live entertainment, a silent
auction, and family-friendly
activities for food lovers of all
ages. Katy Taste Fest supports
several local charities that focus
on vulnerable children and zero
waste.

For more information and to
purchase tickets, visit the website
katytastefest.com.

Fort Bend County judge
holds conversation series,
engages with residents

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Fort Bend County judge KP George
hosted the first in a series of quarterly
community conversations March 16 at
the Fort Bend University Branch Library,
14010 University Blvd., in Sugar Land.

Joining George was a panel of speak-
ers that included
Carlos Guzman,
Fort Bend County
economic opportu-
nity and devel-
opment director;
Kevin Matchoa,
Stonehenge Hold-
ings LLC president;
Tyrell Patel, White
House deputy
liaison, and Rick
Staigle, Fort Bend County first assistant
county engineer.

At the beginning of the program,
George said that his top priority is to
build dialogue with residents about the
county's economic growth, infrastruc-
ture and mobility needs due in part to
future population growth projections.

“My top priority is transparency and
to always keep our residents updated on
the various current and future proj-
ects and goals we have for the county,”
George said. “I want to make it easy for
our residents to join the conversation
and for us to listen to their concerns as
well."

Matchoa’s presentation of the multi-
purpose EpiCenter drew some buzz as
he announced the 10,000-seat venue,
set to open this summer, just secured
a contract with the ESPN for wrestling.

KP GEORGE

“My top priority is
transparency and

to always keep our
residents updated on
the various current and
future projects and goals
we have for the county. |
want to make it easy for
our residents to join the
conversation and for us
to listen to their concerns
as well.”

—KP GEORGE, Fort Bend County judge

Additionally, the EpiCenter can serve as
an operations center and an evacuation
emergency shelter during hurricanes,
floods and extreme winter weather
events.

Guzman said his department is
conducting its first-ever comprehensive
economic development strategic
plan. Guzman said the study will be
completed in six months and help
maximize resources while aligning with
the needs of the public and private
sectors.

Staigle presented an overview of com-
pleted and ongoing mobility projects in
the county. Patel gave a presentation on
working effectively to create sustainable
communities.

HOSTED BY

NEW TRAFFIC SIGNALS

e e

“%ﬁg‘f— ROGERS ro /NN

;

SHERREL ROGERS

In response to ongoing residential and commercial growth in the Fulshear area, the caution light signal at the FM
359-Rogers Road intersection has been replaced with red light signals.

INE &

UNIVERSITY OF
HOUSTON'S PUBLIC

. OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

Fort Bend County Clerk Laura Richard has been awarded
the Public Official of the Year for 2023 from the
University of Houston Master of Public Administration
Program. Throughout her tenure as county clerk,
Richard has focused on making a positive impact on
public service through excellent customer service,
skilled personnel and leading-edge technology while
being vigilant and efficient with taxpayer dollars.

Fort Bend County commissioners presented Richard a
proclamation in recognition of the honor. “Receiving this
recognition during Women’s History Month is especially
meaningful,” Richard said. “l am humbled to receive this
acknowledgement and am honored to serve the citizens
of Fort Bend County.”

Katy Chamber's TopGolf Chamber
Challenge set for March 30, Katy
[SD candidate forum for April 13

CONTRIBUTED AND STAFF REPORTS

The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce’s
TopGolf Chamber Challenge is a fundraiser
that supports first responders of Harris
County Emergency Services District #48
and their work serving the community.
Other portions of the proceeds go back into
the chamber’s programs and initiatives to
support the local business community.

Sponsorships range from $100-2,500.

The tournament is from 11:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. March 30 at Top Golf Hous-
ton-Katy, 1030 Memorial Brook Blvd., in
Houston.

For more information, visit the web-
site, the abbreviated URL for which is bit.

Katy ISD candidate forum from 7-8:30 p.m.
April 13 at Cinco Ranch High School, 23440
Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Candidates invited include:

« Position 3: Bruce Bradford, Shawn
Miller and Amy Thieme.

o Position 4: Erica Brettell, Morgan Cal-
houn and Cicely Taylor.

¢ Position 5: Mary Ellen Cuzela and
Shana Peterson.

Jason Burdine and Robert Long will
facilitate the forum.

To attend, RSVP by visiting the web-
site, the abbreviated URL for which is bit.
ly/3Twa4RE The forum will also be broad-
cast on the chamber’s Facebook page.

Early voting begins April 24. The
election is May 6. For more information,
contact the chamber at 281-391-5289.

KIVeS

ly/3FA2MXp.
Meanwhile, the chamber will host a
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STUDENTS OBSERVE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

FORT BEND COUNTY

New public
challenge
aims to close
digital gap

KATY ISD PHOTOS  The students also visited the Texas House of Representatives, where they participated in mock

Eight Katy ISD SkillsUSA members attended the SkillsUSA Texas Legislative  debates using parliamentary procedures they learned. Here they are pictured at the speaker’s rostrum
in the House chamber. Directly behind the students is the battle flag flown during the Battle of San
and learned how a bill becomes law. Here they are pictured in the rotunda  Jacinto on April 21, 1836. The portrait on the left is of Gov. James Stephen Hogg, the first native-born

Day in February. They observed sessions on the legislative process in Texas

with a portrait of Gov. Allan Shivers, who served from 1949-57. governor of Texas. He served from 1891-95.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Fort Bend County Judge KP George held
a March 8 news conference to announce the
launch of the public challenge initiative to

KATY ISD PALS ASSIST FOURTH GRADERS
Ll

The Katy ISD PALS program recently presented Junior Achievement programs to fourth graders of WoodCreek
Elementary. There, these peer assistant leaders dedicated their school day to teaching students about entrepreneurship,
goods and services and international trade. For more information, visit the website katyisd.org/Page/8131.

EDUCATION BRIEFS HPE

Students win at Katy ISD spelling bee

Swastik Roy, from James E. Randolph
Elementary, and Ahdav Vijay from Stock-
dick Junior High, won the recent Katy ISD
spelling bee. Their victories advance them to
the Houston Public Media Spelling Bee. Eric
Dong, from Beckendorff Junior High, will
serve as the alternate for secondary.

Online registration for new Katy ISD
families begins April 3

Katy ISD announced that its online
registration for the 2023-24 school year will
be open from April 3-May 5 and will reopen
during the summer. For questions or assis-
tance during the registration process, please
reach out to the schools to which you are
zoned.

For more information, visit the website
tx50010808.schoolwires.net/Domain/3797.

HPECodeWars
b - COdeWars

The Tompkins High CyberFalcons team won first place at the 2023 Hewlett Packard Enterprise CodeWars
computer programming competition for high school students. The event was first hosted at the Hewlett Packard

encourage Fort Bend County residents to
participate in the Federal Communications
Commission’s national broadband map.
Data collected from the FCC'’s national
broadband map public challenge will be
used to determine eligibility for funding for
future broadband expansion.

Currently, the
unserved and
underserved areas
of Fort Bend County
include Fulshear,
Simonton, Arcola,
Fresno, Thompsons,
Needpville and Siena.

REPAIR WORK

Roughly, 61,000
KP GEORGE housghold§ have
been identified as
Royal Junior High principal Marcus McLemore . not having adequate
asked his school’s general trades class to repair Residents can  ;(crnet services.
the r:1eslt(]s Itlhat had %raﬁfiti.b Th; sdtude(;lts krose participate “Fort Bend County
to the challenge and refurbished 40 desks in . . is ranked as the
three days. in the public second richest county
p challenge in the state of Texas,
ﬁ | by going to the most educated,
> a most graduate
N the c?unty S degreges... We are one
website at of the fastest growing
fbctx_gov counties in the United
e States; however, with
a:d C|IC|(II19 all those good things,
the image broadband is still a
that will take challenge,” George
said. “Iurge our
them to the residents to complete
Let’s Connect the public challenge.
This is about ensurin
Texas B that all of Fort Bend s
broadband County, no matter
map to v;rlhat zip code, can
. thrive
As part of their refurbishing work, students evaluat.e .t!' e A key component
hauled the desks to their work area, sanded the accessibility. to the potential
graffiti with orbital sanders to remove marks future investment
and scratches, cleaned off the dust and resealed in broadband

connectivity in the county is to apply for
funding through the broadband equity,
access, and deployment (BEA D) program,
established by the infrastructure investment
and jobs action act (11J A), which allocated
42.45 billion towards expanding high-speed
Internet across the United States.

Joined by Stafford Municipal School
District superintendent Robert Bostic,
George emphasized the need to provide
students with reliable internet access to
support remote learning, allow educators to
prepare lessons using Internet and digital
technology and broaden the scope of current
knowledge for students.

Fort Bend County's director of
information technology Robyn Doughtie
echoed George’s message for the public to
participate in the public challenge so the
county can be evaluated and address the
infrastructure needs.

Residents can participate in the public
challenge by going to the county’s website
at fbctx.gov and clicking the image that
will take them to the Let’s Connect Texas
B broadband map to evaluate their
accessibility.

the desktops.

KATY ISD

Houston campus in 1998 and has since expanded to multiple Hewlett Packard Enterprise and HP locations across
—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS  the globe. The Tompkins team is the first team from Katy ISD to take first place at CodeWars.

Lemonade
Day!’

i YOUN
ENTREPRENEURS!

LEMONADE DAY KATY IS
SATURDAY, MAY 6™ 2023

LEMONADE DAY

A FUN, FREE, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM THAT
TEACHES PRE-K THROUGH 12TH GRADERS
HOW TO START, OWN AND OPERATE THEIR
VERY OWN BUSINESS - A LEMONADE STAND.

JOIN US FOR A CUP OF LEMONADE & GRAB SOME COOL SWAG AT OUR
REGISTRATION EVENT ON MARCH 17 FROM 12-4.

LEARN MORE & REGISTER ONLINE AT: 00 members
LEMONADEDAY.ORG/KATY & choice

vy credit union

@,

GipNGtrall

BENEFITIN(. PRESENTED BY

kwPREMIER & Kro er

KELLER»/\LU»\V\S

THEHBAL‘LARD‘HOUSE

April 15, 2023 « 6:00-9:00pm spm vip)

meCAR K by Norris « 21402 Merchants Way

Sip¥Stroll

Grand Prize
Winner

Featuring the annual Premier Culinary Awards

General Admission $75 @ 9 @ @

VIP Zone $125 Bites Sips Purpose

[ All Inclusive Tickets'

#KSNS2023

SipAndStroll.com

PRODUCTIONS
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Royal ISD seeking Falcon
Partners for upcoming
district events

Royal ISD is seeking
Falcon Partners to serve as
sponsors for the following
events:

o April 1 breakfast,
district bus tour, and voter
registration drive for the
Royal ISD Bond 2023. To
become a partner for this
event, visit the website, the
abbreviated URL for which is
bit.ly/3YXFOQG.

o April 29 breakfast, dis-
trict bus tour, and early voting
drive for the Royal ISD Bond
2023. To become a partner for
this event, visit the website,
the abbreviated URL for
which is bit.ly/40aqlis.

o May 2 Teacher of the Year
Banquet. The annual banquet
honors exemplary perfor-
mance. The district spotlights
each campus teacher of the
year, presents awards to
retirees and presents 20 and
25 years of service awards.

To become a partner for the
banquet, visit the website, the
abbreviated URL for which is
bit.ly/3Trvako.

o August 2023 staff convo-
cation. To become a partner
for this event, visit the web-
site, the abbreviated URL for
which is bit.ly/3]puloK.

Graduation dates for Katy
ISD high schools set

Katy ISD has announced
the graduation dates for its
nine high schools. Time for
all the graduations is 8 p.m. at
Legacy Stadium, 5070 Franz
Road.

Here are the schools and
dates:

» Paetow, May 18

» Katy, May 19

o Taylor, May 20

e Mayde Creek, May 21

« Cinco Ranch, May 22

e Morton Ranch, May 23

« Seven Lakes, May 24

« Tompkins, May 25

e Jordan, May 26

EDUCATION

KATY ISD

The WoodCreek Junior High Jazz Band participated in a community tour recently and
played for residents in two local assisted living communities.

Katy ISD journalism
students encouraged
to apply for emerging

journalist program

The Scripps Howard
Foundation and the Uni-
versity of North Texas
Mayborn School of Journal-
ism’s Emerging Journalists
Program is designed to
prepare the next generation
of journalists and help ensure
newsrooms better represent
the broader population.

This five-part program
will create a strong mentor
network between students
and working journalists, a
series of workshops that will
encourage and recruit new
cadres of students, “career
bootcamps” in partnership
with the national associations
for Black and Hispanic
journalists, opportunities for
students to have their work
published by major news
organizations, and outreach
and continuing education
programs for regional high
school teachers.

Sara Gonzales, Paetow
High journalism teacher, has
been selected as the 2023
Teaching Ambassador for

the Emerging Journalists
Program for Texas.

For more information
and to apply, visit the
website journalism.unt.
edu/emergingjournalists.
Application deadline is
March 27.

PPECF scholarship
applications being
accepted

The Phenomenal Pearls
Education and Charitable
Foundation is accepting ap-
plications for scholarships.

The foundation is a 501(c)
3 organization that works
with the Chi Omicron Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Inc. to provide
programs and services that
empower communities in
need. According to its web-
site, the foundation’s mission
is to intellectually and
financially empower individ-
uals and the community to
achieve more by mobilizing
the power and resources of
volunteers and donors.

For more information,
visit the website ppecf.org.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

Upcoming Texas Select
Event to display part of
the Battleship Texas

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Texas Select Event, set for April
1-2 at the Austin County Fairgrounds
in Bellville, will recognize knifemakers
who are donating their skills and time
through the “Battleship Texas Artisans”
program. The program creates new
artwork, knives and swords using ma-
terials reclaimed from the iconic battle-
ship. These items will be sold and the
proceeds will benefit the repair efforts
being made on the ship.

Phenix Knives originated and hosts
the Texas Select Event, and is working
with the Battleship Texas Foundation
to promote public awareness of the
ship’s history and current restoration
efforts. The Texas served in both the
world wars. In 1948, it was decom-
missioned and permanently moored
in a special anchorage next to the San
Jacinto Battleground State Park.

Last August, the battleship was
taken to Gulf Copper Galveston, where
she was put into drydock for extensive
repairs. The Battleship Texas Founda-
tion preserves and enhances the bat-
tleships as both a museum and tourist
attraction.

Those attending the Texas Special
Event will also be able to see authentic
historic relics from the ship, including
one of the actual 20mm anti-aircraft
guns on a trailer for children, and
grown-ups, to explore.

In 2015 Cowboy Szymanski was
invited to compete in the first season
of the History Channel’s competition
“Forged in Fire” program. Through this
experience, he gained new friends in
the knifemaking industry. In 2018, he
had the idea to invite the competitors
from around the state to the Blacksmith
Shop in Bellville so fans of the show
could meet them in person, watch
them work and hear their stories. That
first year he hosted 18 bladesmiths

EAT. DRINK. GIVE.

April 22,2023

12PM-3PM VIP - 11:30AM
Getyour tickets today!

www.KatyTasteFest.com

BATTLESHIP TEXAS FOUNDATION

This 20mm anti-aircraft gun will be on display at
the Texas Select Event, which is set for April 1-2in
Bellville.

from five states at Texas Select from
Forged in Fire Event and saw about
2,500 visitors come to the backyard
event.

The Texas Select Event is a family
friendly annual event, always on the
first weekend of April. It has expand-
ed to include reputable knifemakers
through the professional guilds beyond
just the Forged in Fire bladesmiths.
Registrations for this year’s event
include over 140 knifemakers coming
from 23 states, plus 30 more vendors.

The Texas Select Event benefits the
local community in many ways. Each
year, Szymanski has donated a custom
knife to the local BEST Booster Club,
which is raffled off to raise money for
its scholarship program and summer
science camp. To date, the knife raffle
has raised $22,500 in scholarship
awards for Bellville High School gradu-
ates focused on science studies.

The event partners with the Bellville
Lions Club to be the primary food/
beer vendor, which benefits the Lions’
charities in the community. And local
Scout Troop 36 benefits from serving
the awards dinner to the knifemakers.

For more information, visit the web-
site TexaSelectEvent.com.

Early Bird Ends March 31, 2023

SPONSORS

kw PREMIER

KELLERWILLIAMS.
REALTY

z

: q-\.q;lYiﬁT_otal Foot Care

SPECIALIST
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Gavin Brewer pitches during a game between Tompkins and Cinco Ranch at

the Cinco Ranch baseball field.

N gesssne

Ivan Gomez hits during a
game between Tompkins
and Cinco Ranch at the
Cinco Ranch baseball
field.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

Tompkins run
rules Ginco Ranch

Falcons maintain perfect district record

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins has a goal in mind ev-

ery time they take the baseball field.

The Falcons come off a district
title last season, and their goal is to
defend that title even while battling
with some of the strongest teams in
the region with the competition in

Katy ISD.

The Falocns have had some
turnover with their team this season,
especially among pitching that has
had to step up from JV to varsity ball,
but the team has answered the bell
at the start of the season.

Tompkins won their first two

See TOMPKINS, page B3

Taylor offense surges in win over Seven Lakes

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Taylor knew how important Thurs-
day’s game against Seven Lakes was.

After a slow start to district, losing
two against Cinco Ranch and follow-
ing that up with a loss to Seven Lakes
on Tuesday, the Mustangs needed
to bounce back and find a way to get
in the win column. They did just that
by beating Seven Lakes 13-7 in an
offensive slugfest where the Mustangs'
offense came alive with big innings to
lead them past the Spartans.

“It was a really big win for us,
especially for us to respond like that
after dropping the game on Tuesday,’
said Taylor head coach Russell Krenek.

“Seven Lakes came out on fire Tuesday

and we were able to make a game of
it, but today we were able to put up a

couple of crooked numbers offensively

and it made a big difference for us in
the game.”

Seven Lakes’
Bates named
a finalist

for Guy V.
Lewis Award

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Junior Seven Lakes guard A.]. Bates
was named a finalist for the Guy V.
Lewis Award last week, in another
show of his strong season, leading
Seven Lakes to one of the school's best
years in program history.

The Guy V. Lewis Award is given an-
nually to the best boys basketball play-
er in the Houston area, with the winner
being named the Great Houston Area
Boys Basketball Player of the Year.

Lewis served as the head coach of
the University of Houston for 30 years,
from 1956 to 1986, leading the Cougars
to five Final Four appearances and
twice winning the AP College Coach of
the Year Award.

Bates was named a finalist after
leading Seven Lakes to a second

See BATES, page B7

SCORES &
SCHEDULES

GIRLS SOCCER

BI-DISTRICT

Friday

« Jordan vs. Fort Bend Elkins at Mercer
Stadium, 5:30 p.m

« Cinco Ranch vs. Ridge Point, 5:30 p.m. at
Fort Bend Clements

« Seven Lakes vs. George Ranch, 7:30 p.m. at
Legacy Stadium

« Tompkins vs. Clements, 7:30 p.m. at Mercer
Stadium

BOYS SOCCER

BI-DISTRICT
Friday
« Seven Lakes vs. Fort Bend Austin, TBD
+ Paetow at George Ranch, 7 p.m
« Jordan at Fort Bend Bush, 7:30 p.m
« Cinco Ranch vs. Ridge Point, 7:30
at Fort Bend Clements

SOFTBALL

Friday

« Katy vs.Taylor, 6 p.m.

« Cinco Ranch vs. Seven Lakes, 6 p.m.
« Paetow vs. Tompkins

« Jordan vs. Morton Ranch, 6 p.m.

Saturday

« Morton Ranch vs. La Marque, noon

Tuesday

« Katy vs. Tompkins, 6 p.m.

« Paetow vs. Morton Ranch, 6 p.m.
« Cinco Ranch vs.Taylor, 6 p.m.

« Jordan vs. Mayde Creek, 6 p.m.

Friday

« Katy vs. Mayde Creek, 6 p.m.

« Paetow vs. Jordan, 6 p.m.

« Cinco Ranch vs. Morton Ranch, 6 p.m.
« Seven Lakes vs. Tompkins, 6 p.m.

Saturday

« Katy vs. Jordan, 2 p.m.

+ Seven Lakes vs. Morton Ranch, 2 p.m.
« Cinco Ranch vs. Mayde Creek, 2 p.m.
« Taylor vs. Tompkins, 2 p.m.

Tuesday

+ Jordan vs. Katy, 6 p.m.

« Morton Ranch vs. Seven Lakes, 6 p.m.
« Tompkins vs. Taylor, 6 p.m.

+ Mayde Creek vs. Cinco Ranch, 6 p.m.

TRACK & FIELD

Thursday-Saturday

« Cinco Ranch, Mayde Creek, Seven Lakes
and Tompkins at Victor Lopez Relays

See TAYLOR, page B7  Layne Bishop hits during Thursday's game between Taylor and Seven Lakes at the Taylor baseball field.

12 BV'S There’s a New Way to Replace your Air Conditioner!

HOME EXPERTS No money down ® No Install fees ® No maintenance costs

No repair charges for LIFE! e No financing (doesn’t affect your credit)
One low monthly subscription gets you a brand new system!

CALL US TODAY to sctedute a

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

’ ACCREDITED
- BUSINE
Y BUSINESS

* Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement Local owners #TACLA11315E
by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Expires 4/30/2023. Ronald & Karen Via
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Above: Jarace Walker (25) takes advantage of a fast break in transition to slamin a
reverse dunk during an NCAA college basketball game between the Houston Cougars
and the Wichita State Shockers on Mar. 2, 2023, in Houston. No. 1 ranked Houston won,
83-66, claiming the American Athletic Conference regular season title. Left: Houston
forward Ja'Vier Francis (5) looks to pass during an NCAA men’s basketball game
between the Houston Cougars and the Southern Methodist Mustangs on Jan. 5, 2023 in
Houston. Houston won, 87-53.

Houston rolling in NCAA Tournament

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

The University of Houston locked in a No. 1
seed in the NCAA Tournament over the week-
end, being named the top seed in the Midwest
region after wining the American Athletic
Conference regular season and making it to
the postseason championship game.

For the Cougars, it is only the second time
in history that they have competed as a No. 1
seed in the NCAA Tournament and the first
time since 1982-83.

The Cougars' first No. 1 seed in 40 years
comes after a regular season where they went
31-3, and earned a game against Northern
Kentucky, the No. 16 seed after winning the
Horizon League. Houston will face Northern
Kentucky on Thursday in Birmingham Ala.

“When you get a No. 1 seed, that’s reflec-
tive of the respect they give your program,”
said University of Houston head coach Kelvin
Sampson. “Our kids earned the right to be a
one seed and I'm proud of them.”

It won't be an easy path for the Cougars
though, as the Midwest Region also includes
No. 2 Texas, No. 3 Xavier, No. 4 Indiana. And
though the Cougars topped both of their first
two opponents, it will be a battle every game.

“I just watched Northern Kentucky play
Cleveland,” Sampson said. “They’re a good
team. I got reminded they beat Cincinnati and
Cincinnati is pretty good. You have your work
cut out for you every game in the tourna-
ment.

The Sweet 16 and Elite Eight is played in
Kansas City for the region. The winners of that
come back to Houston to play in the Final
Four at NRG Stadium.

The Cougars could face the University of
Texas in the Elite Eight.

Houston was ranked in the final AP poll
of the season as the No. 2 team in the nation
behind Alabama. The other teams to earn No.
1 seeds along with Houston were the Crimson
Tide, Purdue and Kansas.

“We earned it,” said senior guard Marcus
Sasser. “We have a good team and it’s tour-
nament time. Anything could happen. This
is what we've prepared for all season and it’s
here now. We have to go out and play like it’s
our last game, because it might be”

Houston guard Tramon Mark (12) goes to the basket against
SMU forward Keon Ambrose-Hylton (22) during an NCAA
men’s basketball game between the Houston Cougars and the
Southern Methodist Mustangs on Jan. 5, 2023 in Houston.
Houston won, 87-53.

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN
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EXECUTIVE SUITES

Your Productivity is Your Business. Your Convenience is Ours.

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for ~ With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their  top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle. and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:

- Staffed Reception Area « Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
« Copy / Scan / Fax Access Drinks
« High Speed Internet  Conference Rooms & Day Office

« Community Lounge & Kitchen Area  Rental

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494 [i O
Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479 ©
Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307

ApexExecutiveSuites

ApexExecutiveSuites.com « 281-363-1336
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Above: Cooper
Markle hits during
Tuesday's game
between Tompkins
and Cinco Ranch
at the Cinco

Ranch baseball
field. Right: Brock
DeYoung slides into
first base during
Tuesday's game
between Tompkins
and Cinco Ranch
at the Cinco Ranch
baseball field.
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district games over Katy,
with both coming in strong
fashion and then followed
that up with a huge run rule
win over Cinco Ranch on
Tuesday, beating a Cougars
team that was out to their
best start in program history
11-0 to stay undefeated in
district.

“This game just shows we
can beat anyone,” said se-
nior shortstop Drew Markle.
“We just have to do our job
at the plate. When we strug-
gle, it’s because we aren’t
doing that. When we keep
fighting every at bat and put
the pressure on opposing
pitchers, we're a really good
team.”

Tompkins' offense was
great in the game, but so
was the team's pitching led
by Gavin Brewer, who was a
force on the mound, going
four innings on the mound
and pitching a shutout while
allowing just two hits and
striking out four.

“This is a different type of
team than we've had in the
past,” said Tompkins head
coach Kyle Humphreys.
“This group, especially the
pitching, a lot of them are
juniors who were on JV last
year. I've just been surprised
at how much work they’ve
putin and how hard they
work. They've learned how
to hit their spots with their
fastball and pitch off that
and they’ve done it all year.
I'm couldn’t be prouder of
these guys, especially that
group of juniors.”

Neither team got on the
board in the first inning,
but Tompkins found a
breakthrough in the second,
getting two across to take
the lead. The Falcons added

R

Drew Markle slides into third base after hitting a triple during Tuesday's game
between Tompkins and Cinco Ranch at the Cinco Ranch baseball field.

another in the third inning
when Ivan Gomez drove in
arun on a single before they
truly broke the game open in
the fourth inning.

Tompkins loaded the
bases in the fourth and
Markle came up to prompt-
ly empty them, hitting a
three-run triple to double
the Falcons' lead. Landon
West, Gomez and Darius
Woodson all drove in runs
on singles of their own be-
fore Tompkins made things
10-0 after an error allowed
another run to come in. The
Falcons got one more in the
top of the fifth before Daniel
Deaton came on in relief to
close things out, allowing
just one hit in his inning of
work to secure the win.

“I know when I'm find-
ing the zone and I let the
defense do the work that
they will make plays for me,”
Brewer said. “I took some
time and deep breaths and
tried to execute my pitches

in the zone. They give me a
lot of confidence and I know
that all I have to do is attack
the zone and make my
pitches.”

The win moves the Fal-
cons to 11-4-1 on the season
and 3-0 in district play and
gave Tompkins the solo lead
in district play after three
games. But that run came
to an end the following day
when Cinco responded with
a bounce back win.

“We’ve played some
really good teams already —
it’s been a tough schedule in
tournaments and it’s really
prepared us for what we're
going to face throughout
district,” Humphreys said.
“We were lucky enough to
start 2-0 in district and it
gave us confidence coming
into today. The guys are
starting to understand the
really good pitching that
they’re going to see — that

helps us a lot going forward.”
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Sasser is first UH First-Team
All-American since 1984

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

University of Houston senior guard
Marcus Sasser earned his latest postsea-
son honor when he was named to the
Associated Press All-America First Team
on Tuesday.

He became Houston’s first First-Team
All-American since Hakeem Olajuwon
was a Consensus All-American following
the 1983-84 season.

Sasser leads the Cougars and ranks
seventh in the American Athletic Con-
ference with 17.1 points per game and
stands among the league’s Top-15 leaders
in assists (3.2 apg, 13th), free throw
percentage (84.0, 6th), 3-point field goal
percentage (38.3, 8th), 3-point field goals
per game (2.7, 5th) and assist-turnover
ratio (1.98, 5th).

The Dallas native has posted 12
20-point games this season, including
a career-best 31 points against South
Florida on Jan. 11, with a team-high 28
double-digit scoring games.

“It’s always rewarding to see a young
man who has worked as hard as Marcus
be rewarded with an honor as presti-
gious as AP All-America First Team,” said
Cougars head coach Kelvin Sampson.
“Marcus is the face of our program and
represents us with class and dignity.”

Sasser also ranks seventh in the league
with 1.7 steals per game.

He became the 50th 1,000-point scorer
in Houston history earlier this season and
currently stands 17th among the Cougars’
career scoring leaders with 1,417 points
to date.

He also has drained 268 3-pointers
during his career, setting a Houston career
record in that category.

For his efforts, Sasser was recognized
as The American Player of the Year and
was a. unanimous choice by the league
head coaches for the First Team.

This was only the latest postseason
honor for Sasser. He recently was named
to the All-America Second Team by Sport-
ing News, Stadium and Field of 68.

This marked the second time in the last
three years that a Cougar was named to an
All-America Team. In 2021, guard Quentin
Grimes was named to All-America Third
Teams by Associated Press, National
Association of Basketball Coaches, United
States Basketball Writers Association and
Sporting News.

“To me, this is a blessing, and it’s an

7 WIGHI '

274 p

4
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Houston guard Marcus Sasser (0) passes the ball during
an NCAA college basketball game between Houston and
Wichita State on Mar. 2, 2023, in Houston.

honor to be listed with those great players.
It just shows that hard works pays off. I
give a lot of credit to my teammates,” Sass-
er said. “I couldn’t have done it without
them.”

2022-23 ASSOCIATED PRESS
ALL-AMERICA TEAMS

FIRST TEAM

PLAYER CLASS POSITION SCHOOL
Marcus Sasser ~ Senior  Guard Houston
Zach Edey Junior  Center Purdue
Jalen Wilson r-Junior Guard Kansas
Trayce

Jackson-Davis ~ Senior  Forward Indiana
Brandon Miller  Fresh.  Forward Alabama
SECOND TEAM

PLAYER CLASS POSITION SCHOOL
Jaime Jaquez Jr. Senior  Guard/Forward UCLA
Drew Timme Senior  Forward Gonzaga
Azuolas Tubelis  Junior  Forward Arizona
Jalen Pickett Senior  Guard Penn St.
Oscar Tshiebwe Senior  Forward Kentucky
THIRD TEAM

PLAYER CLASS POSITION SCHOOL
Markquis Nowell Senior ~ Guard Kansas St.
Tyler Kolek Junior  Guard Marquette
Armando Bacot Senior  Forward/Center N.Carolina
Kris Murray Junior  Forward lowa
Keyontae Johnson Senior ~ Forward Kansas St.

MARCH 23

K-TOWN THROW DOWN
6_ 9 PoMo

MARCH 24 MARCH 25

LAUNCH PARTY
7-10 P.M.

BREWTFEST

§72S TEAM OF 4
$185 INDIVIDUAL

WATERPARK

74 CLAYS, GOLF CART & LUNCH INCLUDED SHOOT SCHEDULE

BOX OF AMMO $7.50 BAM REGISTRATION & WARM UP GAMES
6 MULLIGANS FOR $25 @0tn,  9:45AM MANDATORY SAFETY BRIEFING BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
FLURRY WARM UP FOR 520 10AM SHOOT START TIME

WILDWESTBREWFEST.COM

100% OF THE PROFITS DONATED TO CHARITY

RAFFLE TICKET $25 OR S FOR $100 12PM AWARDS, LUNCH, RAFFLE

SCAN HERE OR REGISTER AT
WWW.PHCKATY.INFO/CLAYSHOOT
E ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE

Pregnancy
Help Center

OF WEST HOUSTON
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE




B4 W THURSDAY, MARCH 23,2023 M THE KATY TIMES

CL Katy

ASSIFIEDS

Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!
WORD AD RATE

$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

Display Ads ....... Friday noon

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com
to place your ad today!

VISA DISCOVER

DEADLINES
Word Ads ....... Monday noon

055
ESTATE SALES March 16
Puzzle Answers

Garage/Estate Sale
2630 Carson Drive, 77493
Furniture, Glassware,

S I
o

Home Goods, & Much

More!

W D |—|OT|> |

z|c|o
m|(z|m|o
2| T
mic|>D|w|Z|—

Sat. March 25 8-?

>0l |4 ||~ |0 |®»

o mirimo|Zz|>» | |0|r

PUBLIC NOTICES

950 950 950
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

950 950 950
PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business
as Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wireless) proposes to build a
44-foot monopole small cell communications tower at the
approx. vicinity of 6824 2/3 South Fry Road, Katy, Fort Bend
County, TX 77494. Lat:[29-42-54.03] Long:[-95-46-33.85].
Public comments regarding potential effects from this site
on historic properties may be submitted within 30 days
Trileaf Corp, Alec,
a.nimkoff@trileaf.com, 2550 S IH 35, Suite 200, Austin, TX

NOTICE

The Zoning Board Of Adjustment Of The City of Katy,
Texas, Will Conduct A Public Hearing On Wednesday,
April 5, 2023, at 1:00 P.M. In Council Chambers at Katy

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
WALLER COUNTY

Waller County (County) is seeking to contract with a
qualified firm which can provide professional hazards,
preparedness, planning, consulting, and recovery services
for the County. Please submit one (1) original, three (3)
copies, and one (1) electronic response on CD or flash
drive. CD or flash drive must contain only one (1) file in
PDF format and must match the original and copies of the
response identically. Failure to provide proper electronic
response may be cause for disqualification. Confidential
information is to be placed in a separate envelope denoted
as “confidential” Proposal shall be submitted to the County
no later than 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11, 2023.
Proposal shall be signed in ink, by a person having the
authority to bind the firm in a contract. Complete
proposal packets must be remitted to Alan Younts, Waller
County Auditor, 836 Austin Street, Suite 221 Hempstead,
TX 77445. Please clearly mark the following on the
envelope: Project Number: 23-03-013 for All Hazards
Preparedness, Planning, Consulting, and Recovery
Services. Waller County reserves the right to negotiate
with any and all individuals or firms that submit proposals.
Section 3 Residents and Business Concerns, Minority
Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises and
Women Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Vendors
are encouraged to submit proposals. Waller County is
an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.
Servicios de traduccion estan disponibles por peticion.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

SEALED PROPOSALS addressed to City of Pattison for
construction of the City Hall Renovations, LJA Job No.
1817-0001, will be received at City of Pattison City Hall,
3410 First Street, Pattison, Texas 77423, until 10:00 a.m.,
Tuesday, April 4, 2023, and then publicly opened and read
aloud.

Scope of Work includes but is not limited to the demolition
of existing walls, electrical, and plumbing and construction
of new walls, flooring, electrical, and plumbing inside the
existing City Hall.

Bidding Documents may be examined at LJA Engineering,
Inc., AGC of Texas, Construct Connect and Amtek or
may be obtained upon payment of a non-refundable fee
of $100.00 per set ($50.00 for electronic copy) for each
set of documents at LJA Engineering, Inc., 1904 West
Grand Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, Texas 77449 or at
https://bids.Jja.com. Bidders must register on this website
to download bidding documents.

City of Pattison will hold a non-mandatory pre-bid
conference at City of Pattison City Hall, 3410 First Street,
Pattison, Texas 77423, at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, March 23,
2023. An additional non-mandatory pre-bid conference
and site visit will be held at City of Pattison City Hall, 3410
First Street, Pattison, Texas 77423, 10:00 a.m., Tuesday,
March 28, 2023. No additional site visits to City Hall will
be granted outside of the two pre-bids. City of Pattison
reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The Successful
Bidder, if any, is the Bidder offering the best value for the
Owner based on the published criteria provided in the bid
documents and on its evaluation. (Texas Local Government
Code 252.043 and 271.116)

Bid security in the form of bid bond or cashier’s check
payable to City of Pattison in an amount not less than
five percent (5%) of the Bid submitted, must accompany
each Bid.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or Contract
and bidder/contractor agrees that the Contract can be
terminated if the bidder/contractor knowingly or
intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of that
subchapter.

Bidder/Contractor declares that it has not received from
a governmental body a notice of noncompliance with a
provision of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Texas Government
Code, or, if such notice has been received, bidder/
contractor has taken adequate steps to ensure future
compliance with such subchapter and has provided or
upon request will provide documentation of same.

City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas, On Docket No.
2023-01, The Application Of Leslie Langford and Caliece
Cureton, Present Owners, Under Section 22.5 Of The
Zoning Ordinance. Address Of The Lot To Be Affected:
2314 Jitterbug Ln., In The “R-1” Single Family District.
Property Description: Lot 1, Block 1 of Lilac Residential

It Is An Appeal Of An Order And A Determination Made
By An Administrative Official In The Enforcement Of The
Zoning Ordinance And A Request For A Variance To The
Platted Side Street Building Setback Of Fifteen (15) Feet
For The Placement Of A Pool.
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Katy ISD Provides Screenings
for Students with Suspected
Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Special Education
Department provides screenings for students with
suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student
with a disability who lives within the district’s boundaries.

The screenings are designed to help iden tify children who
may qualify for the district’s special education programs.

Students with all categories of disabilities between the ages
of three and 21 can be provided with services to ensure
their successful participation in school. These services
and supports may be provided through Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act or through the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act. Special
Education services are also available to children who are
visually and/or auditory impaired starting at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be challenged with a
disability, please contact the Katy ISO Special Education
office at 281-396-2066. The Special Education office will
coordinate efforts to evaluate the student and, if eligible,
ensure that the student is pro vided with supports and
services needed to benefit from instruction. Please do not
hesitate to call should you have any questions or concerns.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane
Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity
em ployer. The Board of Trustees and its agents, officers and
staff members shall not discriminate on the basis of gender,

race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

David Minze, Chairman
Zoning Board of Adjustment

TExAs COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND
INTENT TO OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT RENEWAL

PERMIT NO. WQ0013472001

APPLICATION. Curry Rail Services, Inc., 1425 11th Avenue, Altoona, Pennsylvania 16601, has applied to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to renew Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit
No. WQ0013472001 (EPA 1.D. No. TX0090841) to authorize the discharge of treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed

a daily average flow of 6,000 gallons per day. The domestic wastewater treatment facility is located at 17000 Premium Drive,
Hockley, in Harris County, Texas 77447. The discharge route is from the plant site to a country ditch; thence to an unnamed
tributary; thence to Little Cypress Creek; thence to Cypress Creek. TCEQ received this application on February 28, 2023. The
permit application will be available for viewing and copying at Lone Star College — CyFair Library, 9191 Barker Cypress Road,
Cypress, Texas prior to the date this notice is published in the newspaper. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility’s
general location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For the exact location, refer to the
application. https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-95.861944,30.025555&level=18

ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGE NOTICE. Alternative language notice in Spanish is available at

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/plain-language-summaries-and-public-notices. El aviso de idioma
alternativo en espafiol estd disponible en https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/plain-language-
summaries-and-public-notices.

ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ’s Executive Director has determined the application is administratively complete and will
conduct a technical review of the application. After technical review of the application is complete, the Executive Director may
prepare a draft permit and will issue a preliminary decision on the application. Notice of the Application and Preliminary
Decision will be published and mailed to those who are on the county-wide mailing list and to those who are on the
mailing list for this application. That notice will contain the deadline for submitting public comments.

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or request a public meeting on this
application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or to ask questions about the
application. TCEQ will hold a public meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public
interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a contested case hearing.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for submitting public comments, the Executive
Director will consider all timely comments and prepare a response to all relevant and material, or significant public
comments. Unless the application is directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to comments, and the
Executive Director’s decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone who submitted public comments and to
those persons who are on the mailing list for this application. If comments are received, the mailing will also provide
instructions for requesting reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision and for requesting a contested case
hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court.

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN YOUR
REQUEST: your name, address, phone number; applicant’s name and proposed permit number; the location and
distance of your property/activities relative to the proposed facility; a specific description of how you would be adversely
affected by the facility in a way not common to the general public; a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit
during the comment period and, the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing.” If the request for contested case
hearing is filed on behalf of a group or association, the request must designate the group’s representative for receiving
future correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual member of the group who would be
adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity; provide the information discussed above regarding the affected
member’s location and distance from the facility or activity; explain how and why the member would be affected; and
explain how the interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose.

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will forward the application and any
requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a
scheduled Commission meeting.

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor submitted in their timely
comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to
disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water quality concerns
submitted during the comment period. TCEQ may act on an application to renew a permit for discharge of wastewater
without providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if certain criteria are met.

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a reconsideration of the Executive
Director’s decision, you will be added to the mailing list for this specific application to receive future public notices mailed

by the Office of the Chief Clerk. In addition, you may request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a specific
applicant name and permit number; and/or (2) the mailing list for a specific county. If you wish to be placed on the permanent
and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at the
address below.

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the application, visit the Commissioners’ Integrated
Database at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Search the database using the permit number for this application, which is provided
at the top of this notice.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at
https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office

of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you
provide, including your name, phone number, email address, and physical address will become part of the agency’s public
record. For more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education
Program, Toll Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea informacién en Espafiol,
puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Curry Rail Services, Inc. at the address stated above or by calling Miss
Alexandra Creany at 814-224-7444.

Issuance Date: March 17, 2023
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Above: TCU center Eddie Lampkin contests a shot during a game
between TCU and SMU earlier this season. Left: TCU center Eddie
Lampkin drives into the paint during a game between TCU and SMU

earlier this season.

Morton Ranch grad Cryer headed back to NCAA Tournament

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Morton Ranch graduate
L.J Cryer made it back to the
NCAA Tournament for the
third straight season this year

The junior Baylor guard
was part of a Baylor team that
locked up a No. 3 seed in the
tournament after finishing
22-10 in the regular season
and tied for third in the Big 12.
Baylor lost in their quarterfi-
nal game of the tournament to
Iowa State.

The Bears were placed in
the South Region as the three
seed and advanced to the
round of 32 before falling to
Creighton. Cryer did every-
thing in his power to keep the
Bears in that game, scoring 30
points and hitting four threes
in the Baylor loss.

Cryer has had a strong
junior season for Baylor,
coming back from an injury
plagued season his sopho-

Baylor guard and Morton Ranch graduate

L.J. Cryer shoots a 3-pointer in a game

against Washington State this season.
PHOTO COURTESY MICHAEL SUDHALTER

more year to average a career
high 14.5 points, 2.1 assists,
2.1 rebounds while shooting
44%from the field and 43%
from 3-point range and hitting
over 90% of his shots from the
free throw line.

Cryer wasn't the only
Morton Ranch graduate to be
a part of a team that made the
Tournament. Eddie Lamp-
kin was part of a TCU squad
made the NCAA Tournament
for the second straight season,
although he will not be with
the team for the tournament.

Lampkin was hampered
by injuries this season and
played through injuries on the
court. He did not take partin
the Big 12 Tournament and
announced his decision to
enter the transfer portal on
Monday.

TCU earned a No. 6 seed in
the tournament.

Lampkin was limited
to playing in 24 games this
year, averaging six points
and six rebounds per game
while shooting 54% from the
field. But Lampkin made
the decision to leave the
TCU team before the Big 12
Tournament.
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INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Bids in duplicate will be received by Nottingham
Country M.UD. in the office of KGA/DeForest Design,
LLC (L.A. License No. 2602, Texas), 24275 Katy Freeway,
Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 77494 until 2:00 PM. on April 13,
2023, for Nottingham Country M.U.D. Fitness Station
Enhancements.

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for
construction of improvements including walk connections,
fitness stations, drainage tie into existing, patch & repair.

Bidders shall submit two (2) copies of the Bid on exact
copies of the Bid Form provided. A Certificate of Interested
Parties (HB Form 1295) must be returned with Bid. (Forms
are provided with Spec Book)

Bid Documents may be examined without charge in the
offices of KGA/DeForest Design, LLC, 24275 Katy Freeway,
Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 77494, or may be obtained upon
deposit of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each set. This sum is
non-refundable and checks should be made payable to
KGA/DeForest Design, LLC. Only check or money order
will be accepted.

A Cashier’s Check or Bidder’s Bond Payable to Nottingham
Country M.U.D. in the amount of not less than two percent
(2%) of the bid submitted, outlined in the Contract
Documents, must accompany the Bid.

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for April 03,
2023, at 2:30 PM. at the office of KGA/DeForest Design,
LLC.

Bidders must have at least five years of confirmed
experience on comparable size projects of a similar scope
in the Houston Area.

The successful bidder receiving contract award must
furnish Performance and Payment Bonds in the amount
of one hundred percent (100%) each of the total Contract
price. Each such bond shall be executed by a corporate
surety duly authorized to do business in the State of Texas.

The winning bid is decided not by low price but by this
standard:

“The responsible person or persons that, in the Board’s
judgment, will be most advantageous to the District and
result in the best and most economical completion of the
District’s proposed improvements.”

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and
to waive bidding informalities.

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION BY
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT TO
AMEND THE MAJOR
THOROUGHFARE PLAN/MAP
FILED FOR RECORD WITH THE
COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE

APPLICATION: Eugene D. Mattern, owner(s), are
requesting to be allowed to amend the Major Thoroughfare
Plan/Map as noted in the application Property
ID#s R11661, R11663 and R9470. The amendment will
remove / abandon the Thoroughfare plan/map from these
properties.

This amendment request, if approved, will only effect the
applicant property.

PUBLIC HEARING: A public hearing will be held during
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on April 12,

2023 at the Waller County Courthouse, 836 Austin St.,
Hempstead, TX 77445.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
WALLER COUNTY

Waller County (County) is seeking to contract with a
qualified firm which can provide debris removal services
for the County. Please submit one (1) original, three (3)
copies, and one (1) electronic response on CD or flash
drive. CD or flash drive must contain only one (1) file in
PDF format and must match the original and copies of the
response identically. Failure to provide proper electronic
response may be cause for disqualification. Confidential
information is to be placed in a separate envelope denoted
as “confidential” Proposal shall be submitted to the
County no later than 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11, 2023.
Proposal shall be signed in ink, by a person having the
authority to bind the firm in a contract. Complete proposal
packets must be remitted to Alan Younts, Waller County
Auditor, 836 Austin Street, Suite 221 Hempstead, TX
77445. Please clearly mark the following on the envelope:
Project Number: 23-03-014 for Debris Removal Services.
Waller County reserves the right to negotiate with any and
all individuals or firms that submit proposals. Section 3

Residents and Business Concerns, Minority Business

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The City
Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Each Conduct
Public Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held At
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.

CITY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 11, 2023

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, April 24, 2023

The Hearings Are Being Conducted To Receive
Comments From The Public On A Proposed
Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of Katy,
Texas, Amending The City Of Katy Zoning Ordinance
No. 621; Establishing A Special Use Permit That Allows,
A Special Use, To-Wit: Private School (Mirus Academy)
In A “C-1” Commercial District At 5506 Third Street;
Providing For An Effective Date; Repealing All
Ordinances And Parts Of Ordinances In Conflict
Herewith; Providing For Severability And Providing For
A Fine Not To Exceed $2,000 For Each Day A Violation
Of This Ordinance Exists. Applicant And Property
Owner Is Mary Kaye Hafner, Agent Is Scott Hogan Of
Mirus Academy.

Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises and Women
Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Vendors are
encouraged to submit proposals. Waller County is an
Affirmative  Action/Equal ~ Opportunity ~ Employer.
Servicios de traduccion estan disponibles por peticion.

facebook.com/@thekatytimes

f FACEBOOK




B THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2023

KATYTIMES.COM

BASEBALL ROUNDUP

Cinco Ranch outlasts Tompkins in 11 innings

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

WEDNESDAY

Cinco Ranch earned a
huge bounce back win on
Wednesday, overcoming a
strong Tompkins side to win
4-2 in a game that went 11
innings, and avenge a loss to
the Falcons on the previous
day. The win was big in the
district standings for the
Cougars, as it brought them
back into a tie with Tompkins
in the standings at 3-1 while
moving them to 15-3 on the
season.

It was a huge day on the
mound for the Cougars.
Charlie Atkinson started
and went nearly six innings,
allowing two runs on six hits
while striking out seven and
walking four. And the relief
pitching was just as big for
them, as Logan Sosolik came
on for four innings of relief,
striking out four and Parker
Booth pitched an inning
without allowing a run to
close out the game.

Lucas Franco got Cinco
on the board in the first
inning with an RBI triple, but
Tompkins answered back
in the second with a run
driven in by Ivan Gomez.
Gavin Rutherford gave the
Cougars the lead back in the
bottom of the third with an
RBI double of his own and it
stayed that way until the fifth
inning when Drew Markle
hit a home run to tie things
back up.

Pitching dominated from
there on, as the game con-
tinued into extras and all the
way to the 11th inning, where
Rainer Castillo finally broke
the tie by driving in a run on
a single and Atkinson gave
the Cougars an insurance
run by drawing a bases load-
ed walk. The Cougars then
got out of the bottom of the
inning to seal the win.

Ty Dagley started and
went six innings for Tomp-
kins, allowing two runs on
five hits while striking out
seven and walking three. The
Falcons' relievers combined
for eight more strikeouts in
the pitchers duel. Dagley,
Markle and Gomez all led
the Falcons' offense with two
hits a piece. The loss dropped
Tompkins to 11-5-1 overall
and 3-1 in district play.

Katy survives extra
inning scare with
Morton Ranch

Katy also had a game go
to extras on Wednesday, as
the Tigers outlasted Morton
Ranch to win 4-3 in a nine
inning game and picked up
a big win that put Katy at 12-
4-3 overall and 2-2 in district
play.

Lucas Moore was strong
on the mound on the day for
the Tigers, going six innings
on his start and allowing just
one earned run while strik-
ing out seven and walking
four. Cameron Stukenborg
pitched the final three
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PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

ABOVE: Gavin Brewer throws the ball to first base during Tuesday's game between Tompkins and Cinco Ranch at the Cinco Ranch baseball field. BELOW: Cooper Corkrean
pitches during Tuesday's game between Tompkins and Cinco Ranch at the Cinco Ranch baseball field.
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innings for Katy and didn’t
allow a run, only allowing
one hit while striking out six.

Katy took a two run lead
in the first inning off a two-
run double from Cole Kaase
and they added a third an
inning later when A.J. Atkin-
son hit a sacrifice fly to make
things 3-0.

The game stayed that way
until the fifth inning, when
Morton Ranch got back into
it. Justin Cryer made it a two
run game when he drove in
arun on a single and Morton
Ranch tied it when an error
by the first baseman allowed
two more runs to come
around. Neither team was
able to get another across
after that until the ninth
inning, when Graham Laxton
hit a solo home run to give
the Tigers the lead for good
as they went on to close out
the win.

Zane Heiliger started
on the mound for Morton
Ranch and went five innings,
allowing two earned runs on
four hits while striking out

and walking four. Gerardo
Gutierrez pitched the final
four innings for the Maver-
icks, allowing just the one
run on one hit while striking
out four. The loss dropped
Morton Ranch to 4-13 overall
and 1-3 in district play.

Mayde Creek beats
Paetow for first district
win

Mayde Creek got its first
district win of the season on
Wednesday, beating Paetow
7-3 behind a strong offensive
and pitching performance
as they went to 6-9-1 on the
season and 1-3 in district
play.

Marcus Rodriguez started
on the mound for the Rams
and had a strong day, pitch-
ing a complete game and
allowing two earned runs on
four hits while striking out
seven and walking two to
earn the win.

The Rams got on the
board in the second inning
when they gotarun on a

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

LEADERSHIP

KATY

CLASS OF 2024

SPONSORED BY

SEWELL

KATYAREA

CHAMBER

As a program of the Katy Area Chamber, Leadership Katy provides
in-depth exposure to the issues facing the community through lectures,
discussion groups, on-site visits, simulations, and other leadership
development activities. The program enables participants to develop
their leadership capacities, build strong relationships, and prepare
themselves for the challenges of the years to come. Apply Today!

Scan To
Learn More

Contact Matthew Ferraro at 832-437-8178 for more information

wild pitch and plated two
more in the third when Pablo
Lazcano hit a two-run single.
Paetow trimmed the lead to
one in the top of the fourth
when Paul Gerke drove in
two on a single but Mayde
Creek answered back in the
fifth getting runs on a sacri-
fice fly by Rodriguez, a single
by Brandon Lumkins and a
single by Cole Jensen.

Paetow tried to get back
into things and got one run
in the sixth when Christian
Chacon hit a sacrifice fly, but
Brian Oporta sealed things in
the bottom of the sixth when
he hit into a fielders choice to
make things 7-3, as the Rams
didn’t give up another run
the rest of the way.

Elijah Chisam started
on the mound and went six
innings for Paetow, allowing
seven earned runs on 10 hits
while striking out six and
walking three. Gerke led the
way for the Panthers' offense,
driving in two. The loss
dropped Paetow to 6-11 on
the season and 2-2 in district

play.

TUESDAY, MARCH 14

Katy run rules
Morton Ranch for first
district win

Katy earned its first
district win of the year on
Tuesday in emphatic fashion,
run ruling Morton Ranch
12-2 in a big win for the
Tigers, as they kept pace with
other teams in district going
to 11-4-3 on the season and
1-2 in district play

The Tigers earned the
win behind a strong day on
the mound from Cole Kaase,
who allowed just two runs on
three hits while striking out
11 and walking two in five
innings, while Brady Englett
was the biggest presence on
the offensive end, driving in
three runs on two hits to lead
the Katy batters.

Morton Ranch took the
lead in the first inning, as Jus-
tin Cryer hit a solo home run
in his first at bat to put the

Mavericks ahead. Katy didn’t
get a run back in the first but
found its bats in the second
inning. Graham Laxton tied
the game when he reached
on an error to bring a run in
and Andrew Hilton hit an
RBI double to give Katy the
lead.

Morton Ranch came back
to tie the game in the third
on a single from Isaac Cantu
and it stayed that way for the
rest of the inning, but Katy’s
offense exploded in the
fourth inning.

Hilton started the scoring
in the inning, driving in a run
on a single. Englett drove in
two more on a double before
Sutton Hull made things 6-2
on a single. Nayden Ramirez
drove in another run with
a single before Laxton was
hit by a pitch with the bases
loaded, bringing an eighth
run home for Katy. Hilton
came back up to bat and
drove in two more runs
and then A.J. Atkinson got
another run in on a sacrifice
grounder. Englett closed out
the inning with another RBI
single to put the Tigers up
by 10 runs and Kaase didn't
allow a run in the top of the
fifth to seal the win.

Brandon Hasselbring
started the game and went
three innings for Morton
Ranch, allowing seven
earned runs on 11 hits while
striking out and walking
two. The loss meant Morton
Ranch fell to 4-12 overall
with a 1-2 record in district.

Seven Lakes starts
district with big win over
Taylor

Seven Lakes opened
its district schedule with a
strong win over Taylor, beat-
ing the Mustangs 5-3 to start
off on the right foot.

Seven Lakes used a big
performance from Lawson
Moreno on the mound to
secure the win, as he started
and went five innings, allow-
ing just one earned run off
three hits while striking out

nine and walking four to earn
the win.

The Spartans scored all
of their runs in the bottom of
the first, getting five, which
is all they would need in the
game. Seven Lakes scored a
run on an error before Max
Greathouse brought home a
second on a sacrifice ground-
er. Greathouse then came
around to score on a passed
ball before Ethan Hernandez
drove in two more on a dou-
ble to make it 5-0.

Taylor was unable to get
arun across for five innings,
but heated up in the sixth
inning on offense. Carson
Marshall got the Mustangs'
first run across with an RBI
double and Davidenko
Rodriguez hit a sacrifice fly,
bringing in another. Carson
Marshall then scored on a
wild pitch to bring things to a
two run game. That would be
all that Taylor could muster
though, as Seven Lakes got
out of the inning and Collin
Mills pitched a clean top half
of the seventh to secure the
win and get the save.

Layne Bishop started the
game at pitcher for Taylor and
went four innings, giving up
five runs on three hits while
striking out five and walking
one. Marshall and Rodriguez
led the Mustangs' offense
as both had an RBI. The loss
puts Taylor at 11-7-1 on the
season and 0-3 in district.

Paetow outlasts
Mayde Creek

Paetow came out winners
in a close and continuous
game against Mayde Creek
on Tuesday, beating the
Rams 4-3 as the Panthers
moved into a tie for fourth
place in district, with a 6-10
record on the year and a 2-1
record in district play.

Anthony Diaz was big on
the mound for Paetow in the
win, going six innings and
allowing just one earned run
on five hits while he struck
out 10 and walked none to
earn the win.

It was Mayde Creek that
came out the gate strong.
Alan Elliott drove in a run
on a single in the top of
the first and the Rams got
another run on a passed
ball. Paetow answered back
in the bottom of the second.
The Panthers got their first
run on an error and Charles
Radley tied the game on an
RBI single, Garrett Smith
then gave Paetow the lead
on another single before the
inning came to an end.

Paetow got another run
in the sixth on an error, but
Mayde Creek has a chance
to come back in the seventh,
loading the bases with no
outs. But Paetow induced a
ground ball, getting two outs
while allowing just one run
to score and a strikeout after
that ended the game.

Alan Elliott started the
game on the mound for
Mayde Creek and went
five innings, allowing three
earned runs on seven hits
while striking out six and
walking four. Elliott also
earned one of the Rams' two
RBIs along with Nick Paul.
Mayde Creek fell to 5-9-1 on
the season and 0-3 in district
play with the loss.
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TAYLOR

from page B1

It was a huge day for the
Mustangs' offense, but also
balanced, as they didn’t de-
pend on too many big hits and
instead strung together singles
and doubles along with walks,
staying patient at the plate to
earn 12 hits and seven walks to
earn the win.

It was Seven Lakes that came
out and struck first, scoring one
in the first inning on an RBI
single from Taylor Tite, and the
Spartans added another in the
second, as Miguel Acosta drove
in arun on a single.

But Taylor started to heat up
in the second, scoring one on
a wild pitch before Davidenko
Rodriguez tied the game on an
RBI single. After not scoring in
the third, the Mustangs’ offense
exploded in the fourth - they
took the lead on a hit by pitch
and added two more when
Brett Dolejsi hit a single. Bryce
Krenek opened things up after
that with a two-run triple before
Adam Fitzgerald made things
8-2 with a RBI single of his own.

“We do that a lot,” Dolejsi
said. “Sometimes we just have
trouble scoring for a long time
and then we just get a couple re-
ally big innings and turn around
the game. It’s good that we can
do that but at the same time we
have to be more consistent on
offense as well”

Taylor added another in the
sixth inning before scoring four
more in the sixth inning. Seven
Lakes tried to get back into the
game, but the deficit was too
much to overcome.

It was a strong day on the
mound and at the plate for Tay-
lor freshman Bryce Krenek, who
had three RBIs which led the
team along with Fitzgerald and
also started and went nearly
four innings, allowing two runs
on five hits while striking out
and walking five. Dylan Weaver
was strong on the mound as
well, pitching a clean seventh

a

inning to seal the game.

The win propelled Taylor to
12-7-1 on the year and 1-3 in
district play. And with a talented
team that is starting to get players
back from injury, the Mustangs
still know they can compete to get
in the playoff hunt.

“We had a good start today
with this win. We needed that,”

NGS5  SERUCE | |

AUTOMOBILES

Above: Miguel
Acosta throws a ball
. tofirst place during
a game between
- Taylorand Seven

- Lakes at the Taylor

baseball field.

- Left: Bryce Krenek

- celebrates after
hitting a two-run

Stratford at the Merrell Center.

BATES

from page B1
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AJ Bates drives into the lane during a Class 6A Regional Quarterfinal between Seven Lakes and

| triple during a
game between
Taylor and Seven
Lakes at the Taylor
baseball field.
PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

straight district title, a berth in the
regional tournament for the first
time in 12 years and helping the
Spartans break their single season
win record. He averaged over 20
points and over seven assists on the
year while the Spartans made it to
the Class 6A Regional Semifinal.
Past winners of the award were
PJ Haggerty (Crosby), Rasheed
Sulaimon (Duke), Aaron Harri-

son (Travis), Justice Winslow (St.
John’s), Galen Robinson (Westbury
Christian), De’Aaron Fox (Cy-
Lakes), Nigel Hawkins (Cy-Falls),
Quentin Grimes (College Park), KJ
McDaniel (Klein Forest) Tramon
Mark (Dickinson) and Ramon
Walker (Shadow Creek).

Following is the full list of
finalists for this year’s Guy V. Lewis
Award.

. 1w PLAYER SCHOOL CLASS
Flt.zg.eralfi Sald: B_Ut we know Anthony Bates Seven Lakes Junior
this is a tight district — there Glenn Bishop Stafford Senior
were some really close games Keanu Dawes Stratford Senior
last night and we’re right there Corey Hadnott Il Cypress Creek Senior
with everyone else in the district. Orlando Horton Jr Clear Falls Sen!or
We aren’t out of things at all — JaIa'nd Lowe Fort Bend Mars'haII Sen.lor

. L Chris McDermott Booker T. Washington Junior
we just have to take this win and . :
. . Jace Posey Strake Jesuit Senior
use it fgr a.snowball effect. Big- JoJo Tugler CyFalls Serifter
gest thing is to keep going and Montana Wheeler Houston Christian Sophomore

string some wins together”
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Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
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« Specializing in custom cabinets
and custom showers
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» 20 years experience

DOUG SMITH CONSTRUCTION
832-302-6543 | royalwood0301@yahoo.com.
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Texans make a number of moves as free agency opens

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

The Houston Texans were aggressive
last week as free agency opened, mak-
ing a number of signings and adding to
the team both on offense and defense,
as they build toward DeMeco Ryans'
first season at the helm as head coach.

The Texans started free agency by
signing veteran wide receiver Robert
Woods to a two-year deal, in a move
that will be good both for a new young
quarterback that will likely be starting
next year and that fits into Bobby Slow-
ik’s system.

Woods is a great safety blanket for
a quarterback and has played in the
offensive system that the Texans will be
employing, and he has a strong repu-
tation as a run blocker. He comes off a
season though where he only finished
with 527 yards, which was the least
amount of yards he’s had in a single
season. The Texans also signed Noah
Brown to a one-year deal after he had
a productive season for the Cowboys,
catching 43 passes for 555 yards and
three touchdowns. They join a receiv-
ing corps that incudes Nico Collins and
Amari Rodgers.

Along with that the Texans made a
move to improve their offensive line,
which was a unit that struggled last
season, as they traded a sixth round
pick to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers for
Shaq Mason, who was one of the best
pass protecting lineman in the league
last season. Mason had over a 92% win
rate in pass blocking while also being
strong in the run game, winning 70% of
his run blocks.

The Texans also brought back a
former Houston starter, but this time
to back up whoever they go with in
the draft, as the franchise signed Case
Keenum to a two year deal worth $6.25
million. Keenum started his career with
the Texans and has lots of experience
in the west coast system. He will be a
good backup that will bring experience
and veteran leadership to the position
as the Texans hope he can help along a
young draft pick.

Defensively, the Texans made a
number of strong moves, with the
biggest being signing former first
round draft pick Sheldon Rankins to a
one year deal. The veteran defensive
tackle played in a system much like
DeMeco Ryans' with the Jets in New
York. Rankins was strong with run
defense last season — a huge area of

need for the Texans, who had the worst
rush defense in the league last season,
but he hasn’t been the strongest pass
rusher the past few season. The Texans
also brought in Jimmie Ward, who
played under the 49ers under Ryans.
Ward played in a number of different
types of positions in the system and
had a strong year last season helping
San Francisco reach the NFC Cham-
pionship game. Ward has missed time
with injuries though and the Texans
will need a solid backup for him. The
Texans also resigned Eric Murray and
signed Hassan Ridgeway and Andrew
Beck as they continue to make moves
before the draft starts.
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ABOVE: Houston Texans strong safety Eric
Murray , left, (23) attempts to down Tampa
Bay Buccaneers wide receiver Chris Godwin
(14) on Godwin’s 24-yard touchdown
reception from Tom Brady during an NFL
preseason game between the Houston
Texans and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on
August 28, 2021 in Houston, Texas. LEFT:
Los Angeles Rams center Brian Allen (55)
gestures in celebration after a 2-yard
touchdown catch by wide receiver Robert
Woods (2) during an NFL game between
Houston and the Los Angeles Rams on
October 31,2021 in Houston, Texas.
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March 25-26

Katy ISD Ag Center

N
| ON STAGE
A SATURDAY ONLY!

50% OFF

admission at

EventBrite.com

Search: Katy Home
Discount Code: KT-4-S

STACEE LYNN,

The Barndominium Lady g‘
APPEARING ON THE FRESH IDEAS STAGE -

ON STAGE
BOTH DAYS!
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JOSH HELM,
The Barndo Builder

HOURS & ADMISSION

Saturday March25 10-5 Adults
March26 11-4 12&Under

FREE PARKING!
5801 Katy Hockley Cut-Off Road

$9.00

Sunday FREE
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