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CITY OF KATY

City Council issues

proclamations,

honors achievements

Katy’s city council meeting began Monday with three
happy celebrations, as Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris presided.

The City of Katy Public Works Department’s Monster
Smokers BBQ Team received special recognition for their
achievements at the May 24th American Public Works Asso-
ciation Southeast Texas Chapter Annual BBQ Cook-off. Com-
peting with 18 other teams at that event, the Katy group was
awarded first place in ribs as well as first place in brisket and
they also won the overall Traveling Grand Champions Trophy.

A proclamation from Mayor Dusty Thiele, read by Council
Member Janet Corte, recognized Norma Kathleen (Kathie)

See COUNCIL, page A3
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Council members Janet Corte (left), Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris (second from right) and City of Katy Director of Social Services Amanda Di Dio (right) stand with the family

of the late Norma Kathleen (Kathie) Gerritzen, who was recognized as the 2023 Senior Citizen of the Year.

Area veterans will celebrate
Independence Day with the annual
luncheon and auction, hosted by
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9182.
SUSAN ROVEGNO

Independence Day activities
planned across the Katy area

There is no shortage of ways to
celebrate Independence Day this
year - each city has its own festivities
planned, and other area organizations
have events underway as well.

Brookshire Freedom Fest

Brookshire starts the festivities for
Freedom Fest 2023 on Monday, July
3rd, with a dance at the Brookshire
Convention Center, 4029 5th Street,
Brookshire, from 7-11 p.m., featuring

The Earl Sanders Jr. Band. The fun
continues on Tuesday, July 4th, with
The Zydeco Mob Performance at the
Convention Center at 11 a.m. The
action then moves to Hovas Park, 1412
FM 3598, at 7 p.m. for D] Rumples-
tiltskin, followed by a fireworks show at
the park, scheduled to begin at 9 p.m.

VFW 4th of July auction
and luncheon
Join area veterans as they celebrate

Independence Day with the annual
luncheon and live and silent auctions
hosted by Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 9182, 6206 George Bush Drive,
Katy on July 4th. The auctions include
a firearms raffle and a 50/50 raffle.
The “Old Fashioned 4th of July Lunch”
begins at 11:45; the $5.00 meal offers
hamburgers, hot dogs, potato saled,
baked beans, chips, cookies, cakes,

See ACTIVITIES, page A3
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Katy Christian Ministries celebrated its 39th
anniversary with a birthday party at its
headquarters, 3506 Porter Road, on Thursday,
June 22nd. Pictured are Kevin Hollis, Rodolfo
Lobera, Jason Smith, Anita Mancini, Deysi
Crespo (executive director), Becce Wallace, Don
Flowers, and George Puig.

KATY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES CELEBRATES 39 YEARS

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

KEEP YOU MOVING

without joint pain

HOUSTON

Methalist

ORTHOPEDICS &
SPORTS MEDICINE

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/jointpain
832.522.8280

HARRIS COUNTY

Steve Radack
Community
Center events
announced

The office of Leslie Briones, Commis-
sioner for Harris County Precinct 4, has
announced the July event calendar for the
Steve Radack Community Center. Located
at 18650 Clay Road, Houston, 77084, the
center is open Monday through Friday from
7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Here are the special classes scheduled
for July:

o A Taste of African Heritage, Mondays
July 3,10 and 17 at 11 a.m. Join Prairie
View A&M University Nutrition Education
Associate Janelle Elvy-Verry for a six-ses-

See EVENTS, pageA3

Nominations
open for Texas
Armed Services
scholarships

Austin, TX — Texas elected officials
can now nominate students to receive the
2023-24 Texas Armed Services Scholarship
(TASSP), a program from the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board.

“The State of Texas is proud to support
our students who have chosen to devote
their careers and lives to preserving the
sovereignty of Texas and our nation through
the Texas Armed Services Scholarship
program,” said Governor Greg Abbott.
“Texas is profoundly grateful for our service
members who serve courageously each
and every day to protect and defend our
communities. I thank the Texas Higher

See SCHOLARSHIP, page A3

Katy Cares wins
nonprofit award

Dr. Dawid J. Pieterse, president of Katy
Cares, announced on June 14 that the local
nonprofit had been honored by Acquisi-
tion International as “Best Single Family
Support Organisation 2023” at Al's annual
“Non-profit Organisation Awards.”

Katy Cares is a 501 (c)3 non-profit

See NONPROFIT, page A3
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JULY 1
SUMMER PALOOZA
This free event offers something for everyone,
including wine from Sonoma, ice cream from Cloud
10 Creamery, hamburgers, pizza, Pho, Boba and
more from all the amazing Stableside restaurants.
The event also features a fire truck from 12-2 p.m.,
ajuggler, local vendors and live music by Taylor
Marberry. The event is from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Stableside at Falcon Landing, 9806 Gaston Road. For
more information, call 281-477-4300.

RED, WHITE AND BLUES
Sunset Farm in Jordan Ranch is hosting Red,
White and Blues, a free event that includes food
trucks, kids activities and a live performance by
Mambo Jazz Kings. The event is from 4-6 p.m.
at Sunset Farm in Jordan Ranch., 30270 Jordan
Crossing Blvd. in Brookshire.

JULY 3
PROSE PROS WRITING GROUP
AT CINCO RANCH BRANCH LIBRARY
This free workshop enables you to take ad-
vantage of the library’s space, quiet atmosphere,
seating, power outlets and snacks to kick-start your
own literary masterpiece. Participants will have the
chance to share their manuscripts with others and
get constructive feedback. The workshop is from
6-7:30 p.m. at Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 2620
Commercial Center Blvd. For more information, call
the library at 281-395-1111.

ury I ‘

JULY 4
CITY OF KATY 4TH OF JULY FREEDOM CELEBRATION

*41%

COMMUNITY

JULY 8
KTX MARKET AT NO LABEL BREWING CO.

The market features a variety of vendors along
with live music, beers and food. The market is from
5-9 p.m. at No Label Brewing Co., 5351 1st St. For
more information

JULY 9
CAR CULTURE SHOW AT LACENTERRA

The car culture show features over 50 exotic
and muscle cars, along with a DJ spinning tunes
and other amenities. The show is from 9-11 a.m.
in the Alamo Theatre parking lot at LaCenterra,
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. For more information
about the show, see the website thecarculture.
org. For more information about the event and
other attractions at LaCenterra, visit the website
at lacenterra.com.

JULY 14-15
PATTISON PITMASTER COOKOFF

Join the
Royal ISD FFA
Ag Clubin its
first annual
Pattison
Pitmaster
Cookoff.
Proceeds
benefit the
Royal ISD FFA senior scholarship fund. The cookoff
is set for July 14-15 at the Pattison Volunteer Fire
Department, 2950 FM 359 in Pattison. The July 14
events begin at 2 p.m. and July 15 events begin
at 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $5 each day. For more
information, visit the website ibcabbg.org/contest-
details/?contestid=10611.

JULY 15
KATY MARKET DAY

The monthly Katy Market Day features vendors,
afood truck, beer garden, entertainment, and
inflatable attractions for children's entertainment.
The event is from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in historic
Downtown Katy. For more information, call Betsy
Proctor at 281-391-1993.

KATY “BAR THE DOOR” POKER RUN
An event benefiting the Texas Elks Camp for
Special Needs and Foster Children. For more
information, contact Shannon Cope at 281-687-
2673 or shannonlcop@me.com.

LEARNING TO USE COMPOST

Fort Bend County master gardener and compost
specialist Sam Guardiola will provide an overview
of composting, which will include different meth-
ods, container options and troubleshooting. Learn
how to take yard and kitchen waste products and
turn them into rich, healthy earth that builds the
soil, feeds the plants, and improves the environ-
ment. The program is free and open to the public.
Itis from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. in the meeting room at
the Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 2620 Commercial
Center Blvd.

JULY 18
SUMMER PLAY DAYS

Come enjoy some adult conversation and an
iced coffee bar while the kids get to burn some
summer steam. Healthy snack options for the kids,
air-conditioned restrooms, water, fully fenced and
age-appropriate play areas make this free summer
event a hit. The playdate is from 9-11 a.m. at Holy
Covenant UMC of Katy, 22111 Morton Road. For
more information, call the church at 281-579-1200.

JULY 22
MIDSUMMER FEST

The city’s annual fireworks show begins at 9 p.m.
at Katy Mills Mall/Typhoon Texas.

Join the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9182 for
its Fourth of July auction and luncheon, featuring
its annual live and silent auction, firearms raffle
and 50/50 raffle. The live auction preview begins
at 10 a.m. The live auction starts at 12:15 p.m.The
silent auction begins at 10 a.m. Lunch, featuring
hamburgers and hot dogs, begins at 11:45 a.m.The
luncheon will be at VFW Post 9182, 6206 George
Bush Dr. Tickets are $5, with children ages 12 and
under are free. For more information, call 281-391-

VFW POST 9182 FOURTH OF JULY AUCTION

AND LUNCHEON

8387

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE WITH U.S. REP. TROY NEHLS
The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce welcomes
U.S. Rep. Troy Nehls, who represents a portion of
the Katy area in Congress. The event is at 11:30 a.m.
July 6 at Perry’s Steakhouse & Grille, 23051 Cinco
Ranch Blvd. Tickets range from $50 for individuals
to $1,500 for title sponsors. For more information,
call the chamber at 281-391-5289. To RSVP, visit
the website, the abbreviated URL for which is bit.

ly/3r1sFe8.
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SPECIAL PALS

RESCUE RESOURCE CENTER

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME! Y
Sponsoredby

THE CLEAR CHOICE !
(281) 881-0466 | ktxwmdowcleanlng com
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. herand discovered that she .‘.
is a chihuahua-pitbull mix — o

and sheisjust 1.5 years old! 0ga'g
~ Wouldn't you love to see
. this smiling face greet you
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MEET THE
LOVELY
SAMONE! 022,

We did DNA testing on

every day? Samone is avail-
able for adoption today. (Y

YOUR WAY.

Find out what all your friends
are talking about - follow us on
Facebook for easy access to
The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

Experience the show of the year at the Great
Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 S. Mason Rd.,
from 6-10 p.m. Enjoy an evening of music and com-
munity impact at the Dos Borrachos concert featur-
ing Kevin Fowler and Roger Creager. The event is a
special fundraiser for Christ Clinic, ensuring that vital
healthcare services are accessible to those in need
in the Katy community. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit the website midsummerfestkaty.com.

JULY 24
MAUD MARKS LIBRARY 30-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
The Maud Marks Library is celebrating its
30th anniversary. The party is free and open to
the public. It begins at 1 p.m. at the library, 1815
Westgreen. For more information, call the library at
832-927-7860.

JULY 29

KATY HERITAGE SOCIETY 20-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

The Katy Heritage Society invites the public to
join in the 20-year celebration of the formation
of Katy Heritage Park. The historic homes
will be open for tours, with other activities
including a scavenger hunt, pioneer games, free
commemorative cookies, and ice-cold water. The
event is from 8-9 a.m. at the Katy Heritage Park,
5990 George Bush Dr.

QUALITY MEATS | CRAFT BUTCHER | TEXAS MARKET 346-257-4566

5305 Hwy Blvd, Katy, TX 77494 | www.cherryblockbutcher.com

WE PROCESS YEAR ROUND!

HOURS OF OPERATION
Sunday through Friday: 10 am to 7 pm | Saturday: 9 am to 7 pm

CLUES ACROSS 9. The Science Guy T2 [ [ 5 [6 |7 8 [ [0 [11 |12
1. Excited movements 50 Gospel author (abbr.) = =
8. Soap opera actress Patsy 51. Act of signing up

13. Unknowing 55. Human feet

14. Dangerous mosquitos 57. A very short time

15. Exaggerated and 58. Streetcars
sensationalized 59. Cuplike cavities

19. Military policeman

20. Touch softly CLUES DOWN

21. Wrap 1. A type of pool

22. A story of one’s life 2. Malaise

23. Midway between eastand 3. Seasoned
southeast 4. A pair

24. Toward the mouth or oral 5. Young male e
region 6. Make a mistake

25. A list of dishes available 7. Experienced
at a restaurant 8. It often accompanies

26. Changes the meaning of injury

30. Semitic Sun god 9. Old world, new

31. Sneaker parts 10. Commercial

32. Capital of Zimbabwe 11. Course of lectures

33. Breezed through 12. Promote

34. Partner to pedi 16. Female horses

35 Becomes less intense 17 Gree mythological figure 34 pevoted to the extreme 43 Aromas

39. Tested 22. Orthodox church altar 3. I\/{alfe an effort 45. Popular kids” game

40. Vistas 25. Actress Tomei 36. Its in the surf . 48. A difficult situation

44, Take care of 27. Excited 37. Member of aborlglnal 51. Popular Georgia rockers

45. Traditional rhythmic 28. Looked directly at pelople of Japan 52. I’s in all living cells
pattern 29. Popular cold desserts 38. Discounts

46. S. African political party ~ 30. More reasonable 40. Cliff in Hawaii 53. Unspoken language

47. Cologne 32. Disk above the head of 41. Extremely wild person 54. “Talk to you’ abbreviation

48. Men a saint 42. All persons 56. Influential lawyer

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

SUDOKU

Lavel intermediats

Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.
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SCHOLARSHIP

from page A1

Education Coordinating Board and
Texas institutions of higher education
for providing opportunities to students
aspiring to answer this noble calling.
Through this scholarship program, we
can help ensure Texas military leaders
of tomorrow have the funding and
resources needed to thrive in their edu-
cation and beyond.”

The scholarship, with a maximum
award of $15,000 per recipient, is for
students participating in Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps (ROTC) or other
undergraduate officer commissioning
programs at Texas institutions of higher
education. Upon graduation, these
students will go on to serve in the Texas
Army National Guard, the Texas Air
National Guard, or commissioned offi-
cers in any branch of the United States

armed services.

“Many Texans serve proudly in our
military,” said Commissioner of Higher
Education Harrison Keller. “The Texas
Armed Services Scholarship demon-
strates our state’s appreciation and
support for students inspired to military
service while helping them achieve
their higher education and professional
goals.”

To be eligible, students must meet
specific scholarship requirements and
be nominated by a Texas senator or
representative. Each legislator may
nominate one student, and the gover-
nor and lieutenant governor may sep-
arately appoint two. Students seeking
anomination can find their legislative
representatives online, but a nomina-
tion may come from any legislator.

Dr. Harry Chapman, chairman of the board of Katy Cares, displays the trophy
awarded to Katy Cares by Acquisition International.

NONPROFIT

from page A1

organization founded in 2016
as a solution-driven response
to the Katy community’s
most vulnerable population
- single-parent families who
are victims of trauma due to
a life-altering event such as
separation, divorce, abuse, in-
timidation, domestic violence,
financial challenge caused by
loss of employment, income,
child support, and/or a natural
disaster. The charity conducts
classes and mentoring pro-
grams to help educate single
parents and also provides other
forms of relief.

For more information on
Katy Cares, please call 832-517-
1636 or go to katycares.org.

CONTRIBUTED

COUNCIL

from page A1

Gerritzen as the 2023 Senior
Citizen of the Year. Gerrit-
zen was honored for her
countless hours of volun-
teering at the City of Katy
Fussell Senior Center. She
was also a previous director
of Katy Christian Ministries
and membership director
of the Katy Area Chamber
of Commerce. She passed
away on February 6, 2023;
her family accepted the
proclamation on her behalf.

An additional proclama-
tion read by Harris declared
July 2023 as Parks and Rec-
reation Month.

Via approval of the con-
sent agenda, council also
approved a Convention &

Tourism Bureau Hotel Occu-
pancy Grant application in
the amount of $61,000 from
VLK Architects for exhibit
design services in the future
Visitors Center at 5718 Sec-
ond Street.

Approval of month-
ly operating costs for 86
streetlights in the Falls at
Greens Meadow subdivision
was requested by the Falls at
Green Meadows Communi-
ty Association and granted
by council. The neighbor-
hood is located northwest of
Avenue D and Franz.

In other actions, council
also:

¢ Awarded a bid of
$191,760.00 to King Solution
Services LLC of Houston for
a sanitary sewer line reha-
bilitation project.

o Authorized the mayor
to sign a contract with
Ambassador Services LLC
of Houston for janitorial
services in city facilities
in the annual amount of
$138,407.00.

o Authorized the mayor
to sign first amendment to
the interlocal agreement for
additional law enforcement
services between the city and
the Katy Management District
No. 1, which covers the Katy
Mills area. Chief of Police
Noe Diaz said that through
the current agreement, the
management district funds
two KPD officers who are
designated to patrol that area;
this amendment will provide
for two additional officers as
well as a police vehicle.

o Authorized the mayor
to approve a proposal for

engineering services for

a trail feasibility study at
Leyendecker Landing from
Pitts and Morton Roads to
Avenue C and Third Street
in downtown Katy, in the
amount of $14,930.00.

o Authorized the mayor
to sign a cooperative agree-
ment with Harris County for
Urban County Qualification
for participation in the Com-
munity Development Block
Grant (CDBG) for 2024-
2026. During public com-
ments, Katy resident Brenda
Washington emphasized to
council that this program is
designed to provide decent
housing, suitable living en-
vironments and appropriate
economic opportunities for
neighborhoods.

» Moved forward with
the project to widen Morton

ACTIVITIES

from page A1

cupcakes, tea, sodas and water. “General
George Patton” (alternatively known as Den-
ny Hair) will also make an appearance. For
more information, please call 281-391-8387.

Local Table sponsors Patio Party

Local Table Cinco Ranch's 4th of July
Patio Party will be held at 24033 Cinco
Ranch Blvd, Katy, TX 77494. The flagship
location will have festive decor, a play
area for children, flags, face painters and a
balloon artists. Families can enjoy live music
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. ahead of the area's
fireworks.

Fulshear Freedom Fest
The City of Fulshear, in conjunction
with the Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of
Commerce, will hold its annual celebration
from 6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on July 4th at Jordan

High School, 27500 Fulshear Bend Drive,
Fulshear. Enjoy a variety of foods while vis-
iting the vendor booths featuring goods and
services from area businesses. The festival
also features a children’s area. The Chee-
Weez band will also perform. For more
information, please contact the chamber at
832-600-3221.

City of Katy Freedom Celebration

Get fired up for the City of Katy’s annual
fireworks show at 9 p.m. on July 4th. “Red,
White, & Boom” will be held at Typhoon
Texas Waterpark, 555 Katy Fort Bend Road,
Katy. Parking spots are also available at Katy
Mills Mall or Gateway Church for a perfect
view of the show. The Rotary Club of Katy
is a founding sponsor of this event. For
more information, please call the city parks
department at 281-391-4840.

BECAUSE
YOUR

HAS

281-698-2080

GET A FREE INSP-ECTION

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$525 OFF

> FOUNDATION REPAIR
> PIER AND BEAM
> CONCRETE LIFTING

FOUNDATION
SUPPORT SPECIALISTS
@ AGroundworks Company

“Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $525. Coupon must be presented at time of inspection. Offer may not be combined
with any other offer. Limit one per customer. Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 6/30/2023

* SUSAN ROVEGN

Council members Dan Smith (left), Janet Corte (second from left), Gina Hicks (third from right), Chris Harris (second from
right), and Rory Robertson (right) pose with the award-winning City of Katy Public Works Department Monster Smokers team
and their three trophies.

Road between Pitts Road and
Katy Hockley Road by autho-
rizing the mayor to sign an
interlocal agreement with the
Katy Development Authority
and authorizing the mayor

to purchase the following
properties: approximately
0.041 acres at 26642 Morton
Road (up to $8618.00); 0.13
acres at 26634 Morton Road
(up to $17,019.00) and 0.082
acres at 26632 Morton Road
(up to $11,449.00)

EVENTS

from page A1

sion class for people of all ages and interest, including
anyone who wants to learn to prepare African Heritage
cuisine. Food demonstrations and tasting will be part
of each week’s class. Registration required.

« Victorius Chess Club for Children and Adults,
Wednesdays, July 6, 12, 9 and 26, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Ages
6 and older. Beginners are encouraged to become
acquainted with he intellectual qualities of chess,
improve their skills, and learn about scholarships.
Intermediate and advanced players can sharpen their
skills for tournaments. No experience is necessary and
all skill levels are welcome.

o Summer Mesh Wreath, Thursday, July 6 at 10
a.m. Come learn how to create a beautiful wreath
using flowers, picks or signs of your choice, for a perfect
addition to your own front door. Registration required
- please pick up a supply list at the center.

« College Safety Course for Girls, Tuesday July 18
at 6 p.m. With a focus on awareness, this course helps
women entering college identify problems and danger-
ous situations before they materialize. Information and

demonstrations are offered in personal defense and
escape techniques. Course provided by Harris County
Precinct 5 Constables.

« Women’s Self Defense Class, Monday and Tues-
day, July 24 and 25, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. This is a compre-
hensive two-day program for all women that begins
with awareness, prevention, risk reduction and avoid-
ance, while progressing on to the basics of hands-on
defensive training. Course provided by Harris County
Precinct 5 Constables.

For more information on these courses or other
learning opportunities at the Radack Center, please call
832-927-3000 or go to hcp4.net/Radack.

Ath or July

reedom (elebralion

Get your tickets at our official watch location
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Or find a parking spot at Katy Mills Mall or
Gateway Church for a perfect view
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¢ And then get fired up for ™,
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show at 9 pm!
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paying Uncle
Sam's debt

he national debt broke
Tthe $32 trillion barrier this
week.

It's a number so huge it’s in-
comprehensible to the average
citizen.

We knew $32 trillion was
coming. It just got here a lot
faster than the money experts
thought, thanks to the roughly
$5 trillion that the feds spent
to help people and businesses
withstand the blows inflicted by
COVID-19 and lockdowns.

If you are a good citizen
who'd like to gift a few bucks to
the federal government to help
pay down the national debt, you
need to know the good news
and the bad.

The first bit of good news
is that there’s an obscure old
government program designed
to help you do just that.

In 1961 the Bureau of the
Public Debt began allowing
donations that directly reduce
the debt. According to Title 31,
Chapter 31 of the U.S. Code, any
citizen is free to give a “gift” to
Treasury, under the condition
that the money will be used only
to pay down the debt.

The second bit of good news,
reports MSN, is that in 2022 a
number of unknown individuals
gifted $1 million to Uncle Sam.

The bad news is, though, is
really bad—our debt is at $32
trillion. Broken out into $1 mil-
lion dollar increments, that is 32
million-million dollars.

Forbes reports that the debt is
so large that two of the world’s
richest men, Elon Musk and Jeff
Bezos, couldn’t put a dent in it.

Their net worth is $340 billion.
If all their vast wealth was donat-
ed to debt reduction, our debt
would go from 32,000 billion
dollars to 31,660 billion dollars.

In other words, there really is
no point in gifting money to a
dead-end cause.

Still, lots of good-hearted
Americans have been giving
money to Washington for
centuries.

According to a fascinating
discussion on NPR, the earliest
gift dates back to the Madison
Administration in 1811, when
arandom citizen mailed in
five dollars. Though there was
not yet any formal program to
process such gifts, other citizens
kept on sending money in.

In 1843, continues NPR, the
government set up a gift fund as
a general all-purpose account.
People donated checks, bags of
pennies and even bags of gold.

TOM
PURCELL
SPECIAL

TOTHE
KATY TIMES

The bad news is,
though, is really
bad—our debt is at
$32 trillion. Broken out
into $1 million dollar
increments, that is 32
million-million dollars.
Forbes reports that

the debt is so large
that two of the world’s
richest men, Elon Musk
and Jeff Bezos, couldn’t
put a dentin it.

Matt Garber, of the Bureau of
Fiscal Service, said that in one
instance $63 in gold bullion was
gifted. In the 1950s, he contin-
ued, “patriotic Americans want-
ed to help the government pay
back the money it had borrowed
for war efforts.”

That’s why, in 1961, the
government established a
special account specifically for
the purpose of reducing the
national debt.

Though the Bureau keeps no
official records on this program,
a senior advisor shared some
interesting anecdotes in 2010.

She said gift-givers generally
mail in their checks with no
notes attached. Others sign over
their tax-refund checks and in
1992 someone gave $3.5 million
from their estate.

The record for the largest gift
came in 1994 from anonymous
donor—$12 million.

As the debt continues to
balloon, fewer Americans are
gifting money to pay it down.

But who can blame them?

If our debt remained fixed
at $32 trillion and we applied
the roughly $1 million donat-
ed every year to pay down the
debt, we'd pay it off in exactly 32
million years.

Purcell, creator of the in-
Jotainment site ThurbersTail.
com, which features pet advice
he’s learning from his beloved
Labrador, Thurber, is a Pitts-
burgh Tribune-Review humor
columnist. Email him at Tom@
TomPurcell.com.
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Forget the mint. How
about a fresh pillowcase?

ﬁl t the Homewood Suites by
Hilton in Carlsbad, Calif.,
guests were piling trash and
dirty towels in the hallway, and by
the looks of things you'd think the
staff had gone on strike. In fact, it
was business as usual on a week-
end, when housekeeping shuts
down and guests are reminded that
cutbacks initiated as a presumably
temporary response to COVID
have now become the hospitality
industry’s permanent pandemic.

Many hotels—along with
airlines, restaurants and
other hospitality services—
struggled during the pandemic.
Customers, for the most part,
accepted curtailed service on the
assumption that things would
return to normal once the crisis
ended. Instead, many operators
have seized the opportunity to
reduce or eliminate things that
patrons took for granted.

Services vary widely among
hotels and even across multiple
brands within large chains. Like
many travelers I try to book within
a single corporate group, in my
case Hilton, because I'm hostage to
its loyalty program.

At the Carlsbad property,
what was once routine daily
housekeeping is now only
“by request” and not at all on
weekends. Gone are modest
amenities such as body lotion and
mouthwash. The evening social
hour, previously offered Monday
through Thursday, now exists only
on Wednesday.

For frequent travelers who
achieve Hilton’s Diamond status,
the changes are more annoying.
At the company’s flagship Hilton
brand, as well as at the Doubletree
and Garden Inn properties,
many executive lounges remain
shuttered or have cut back
dramatically on food and drink.

PETER
FUNT
SPECIAL
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In my view, if a restaurant
wants to raise prices

it should. But a service
charge earmarked for
employee benefits seems
no different than, say, a
3% charge to make sure
the electric bill is paid
promptly, or a 6% fee to
guarantee tablecloths are
properly laundered.

The free breakfast for Hilton’s best
customers has been replaced by
ten- or fifteen-dollar vouchers—
which don’t cover the price of even
a simple buffet breakfast.

My point isn’t to single out
Hilton, only to cite my own
experience in underscoring what
is happening across the hospitality
spectrum, where services have
been reduced in the wake of the
pandemic, while prices remain
high.

Marriott, which operates 30
hotel brands and more than 8,000
properties worldwide, has adjusted
housekeeping so the more you pay
the cleaner your surroundings.

Its high-end properties, like the
Ritz-Carlton and St. Regis, provide
free daily cleanings. At the next
level, including Sheraton and

Le Méridien, rooms get a daily
touch-up. Guests at lower-level

properties, such as Courtyard by
Marriott, get their rooms cleaned
every other day.

Restaurants don’t find it quite
so easy to reduce service, so they're
finding ways to raise prices.

On my Carlsbad trip, dinner at
the acclaimed restaurant Campfire
included a 4% service charge in
addition to tax and tip—a new
wrinkle in post-pandemic nickel
and diming. The fine print said it
was “to help ensure competitive
compensation and benefits for
our team,” adding that the charge
would be removed upon request.

In my view, if a restaurant
wants to raise prices it should.

But a service charge earmarked
for employee benefits seems no
different than, say, a 3% charge to
make sure the electric bill is paid
promptly, or a 6% fee to guarantee
tablecloths are properly laundered.

Marketing people refer to this
as “price partitioning,” where the
actual cost of a meal is disguised by
splitting it into smaller pieces (for
example, charging for bread, which
at Campfire is $9). This prompted
the Chicago Tribune to editorialize
the other day, “Message to the
restaurant industry: Sympathy
is giving way to frustration and
customers are feeling gouged.”

The hospitality business is
difficult, and the pandemic along
with rising costs of goods and a
labor shortage, have only made
it tougher. But loyal customers
haven’t removed only their COVID
masks. They're taking off their
blindfolds and seeing the post-
pandemic service cop-out for the
greedy ploy it really is.

Peter Funt's latest book is
“Playing POTUS: The Power of
America’s Acting Presidents,” about
comedians who impersonated
presidents.
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“ ...and how much for a room without the chocelate on the pillow?*
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Meyers secures $1.5 million for critical
Meadows Place infrastructure repairs

A City of Meadows Place wastewater
treatment plant that is more than 40 years
old and in critical need of refurbishment will
get some much-needed upgrades thanks
to $1.5 million of federal funding secured
by Fort Bend County Pct. 3 Commissioner
Andy Meyers.

Meadows Place relies on its wastewater
treatment plant to serve the city’s 5,000
residents and businesses. While the required
repairs are extensive, when completed the
plant will be more environmentally friendly
and energy efficient. Additionally, it will
be modernized with digital controls and
will fully comply with state water quality
standards.

“I like to find innovative solutions and
work with others to help solve problems,”
Meyers said. “So, when Mayor Charles
Jessup asked for help funding this project, I
immediately got to work securing this grant
to help defray the cost to Meadows Place
residents.”

Meyers secured funding from the federal
American Rescue Plan Act, which will cover
a significant portion of the project’s cost.

“This grant solves an immediate envi-
ronmental concern and infrastructure need,
while also reducing the cost to Meadows
Place taxpayers. I am very thankful to Com-
missioner Meyers for his work securing this
funding for the project,” Jessup said. “We
are a small municipality, so Commissioner
Meyers’s help is instrumental in helping
cover the cost to upgrade this facility and
extending its operation for the next couple
of decades.”

Meadows Place is one-square-mile in
size, created in 1967 and incorporated in
1983.

COMMUNITY & FAITH

YOUNG AUDIENCES OF HOUSTON
Hope Shiver and David Keepman

Cinco Ranch Branch Library hosts
musical storytelling performance of
“King Rhythm”

The Cinco Ranch Branch Library will host
a musical performance of “King Rhythm,”
for youth in grades 1-5 only, at 2 p.m. July
12 in the meeting room of the library, 2620
Commercial Center Blvd. A second perfor-
mance will take place at 3 p.m.

In this interactive performance by Young
Audiences of Houston teaching artists Hope
Shiver and David Keepman, of “Voices from
the Past,” journey through African-American
history via popular musical styles. Selected
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FORT BEND COUNTY

Fort Bend Pct. 3 Commissioner Andy Meyers, left, and Meadows Place Mayor Charles Jessup celebrate funding for repairs at

the Meadows Place water treatment facility.

audience members will be invited to don
costumes and pantomime, becoming love-
able characters Bluesy, Jazzy, and others.

A highly acclaimed musician and sto-
ryteller, Shiver makes regular appearances
with Houston Grand Opera. She has also
performed with the Houston Symphony Or-
chestra and the St. Louis Symphony, and she
has acting credits on stage and screen.

Shiver’s husband, actor and musician
David Keepman, provides musical accompa-
niment, and together they form the musical
storytelling duo of Voices from the Past.

The performance, made possible by a
grant funded by Young Audiences of Hous-
ton, is suitable for families with children in
grades 1-5.

The performance is free and open to

The Katy Times

the public. For more information, visit the
website fortbend.lib.tx.us or call the library
at 281-395-1311.

American Legion Post 164 selling
fireworks for July 4 holiday

In preparation for the July 4 holiday, the
American Legion Post 164, 22125 Kingsland
Blvd.,, is selling fireworks. Organizations at the
post include American Legion Post 164 Katy,
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 164 Katy, Sons
of the American Legion Squadron 164 Katy,
and American Legion Riders Chapter 164 Katy.

For more information about hours, visit
the websitelegionpost164katytx.org/ or call
the post at 281-615-5670.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS
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FUNERAL HOME

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945

(281) 391-2424
1508 East Avenue < Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B * Katy, Texas 77493

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS
5610 LILAC STREET » 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON
FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD » 281-392-0637
ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR » WW\W.FLAG.CHURCH

Katy Hardware
Your wimimm Hardware Stor, Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners

559 Pin Oak Rd.
281-391-3437 - Fax 281-391-6922

Katy, TX 77494

www.katyhardware.com

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY e 832-782-7370
LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO
WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM © SUNDAY SERVICE 9 AM.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Katy Veterinary Clinic

Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. e Lori Smith, D.V.M.

Hillary Barra, D.V.M. e Catherine Berry, DVM
Jessica Machala, DVM

i 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy
OpenM -F 7-6 » Sat 8-12 281 391-3169 * www. katyvetcllmc com

655 DANOVER » 281-391-2263
TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY e 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. ¢ 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD ¢ 281-492-2689

A/C &

TRUE FIX eating

Lic #TACLB004843E"™
Quality Service for over 42 Years

Living in KATY, Workmg in 2 8 1 392—9334
KATY & KATY Proud
www.truefix.com

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK e 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF » 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KEVIN DRURY
enerconnex

SJI COMPANY

WAN

i

Control your commercial energy costs and know your options

17 years Electricity Contract Experience | 281-630-5895 | kdrury@enerconnex.com
Local, Live and Professional

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. » 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 » 281-391-6673 » WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM
PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

P1S

Networking,
Upcoming Events,
& More Info

[m] =2

Where Christian Businesses Meet

5819 10TH ST. ® KATY, TX 77493  832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. ¢ 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. * 281-346-2279 « WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,
West Campus
19449 KATY FREEWAY e 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR
TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD e 281-371-3900
RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. ¢ KATY, TX 77494

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
281-855-9300 « katygaragedoordoctor.com

A

V KM

KATY CHRIST]AN MINISTRIES

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

k ktcm.org

Your Ad Here!

Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

RESURRECTION

IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

281-579-6724 ¢ TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH e 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR ® 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN

THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA

4142 DAYFLOWER e 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494
281-769-5544 « WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) © 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM
ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH

5356 ELEVENTH ST. ® 281-391-4758

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

3311 N. FRY ROAD  281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR
ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 « WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY * 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD ¢ 281-492-2693
REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD.  KATY, TX 77494  281-201-6439
FATHER SYMEON KEES ® ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET » 281-391-7606
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD » 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER
FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR
281-712-1492 ¢ FULSHEARCOC.ORG
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ » 281-578-1897
DAVID FLATT
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG e TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132
PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH » 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY » 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH
700 S. WESTGREEN e 281-398-6464 « CROSSROADKATY.ORG
PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS
LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD e 281-392-2300
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY ¢ 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB -
WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 ¢ NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET e 281-391-2121 o KATYFIRST.ORG
GRACE FELLOWSHIP
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 » JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) ® 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY
281-407-8716  RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG
PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) ® DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)
ST. PETER’S
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. ¢ 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1928 DREXEL © 281-391-0687 * 281-391-5439
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1603 Norwalk ¢ 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
3434 FRY ROAD » 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX  281-769-4090
HTTP/WWW.COTK. ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 5. BARKER CYPRESS » 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S ® 713-705-4878
CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. ¢ KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. ¢ 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW e 281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION e 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD e 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY ® 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG  JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR
GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494
MEETS EVERY SUNDAY 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 - 3636 * GATEWAYHOME.COM
GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE
SUN 9:30 & 11 AM ® GREENHOUSECMA.ORG
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. e 281-345-1182 o JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR
IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY ¢ 281-222-4404
KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D © 281-391-7284 » 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR
KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD * 281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY ¢ 281-395-5433
SAM RUDD, PASTOR
LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING
346-704-1542
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET © 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR
POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD e 281-391-0095
G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR
REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE
5371 E5TH ST, KATY e 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/
VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 ® VENTUREKATY.COM
THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM ® THE ARK EVENT CENTER
21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY e 832-276-0600 ¢ KATYVINEYARD.ORG
THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR ¢ INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA
(281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF » 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR
WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM ¢ SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM
TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM ® THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM
THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH e 281-829-1175
ROB MCKEE, PASTOR
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D » 281-391-3310
HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD
281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. ¢ 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD ¢ 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG
YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD ¢ 713-461-0709
YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
1913 EAST AVENUE » 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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EDUCATION BRIEFS

Annual Katy ISD volunteer registration
launches July 1

Katy ISD requires all volunteers serving
on or off-campus during or after the
instructional day to register with the district
through its Raptor security system. The
system requires volunteers to register (or
re-register) annually thus creating a new
volunteer profile each year. The district’s
2023-24 school year volunteer registration
process will launch July 1. The link will be
included in Katy ISD’s PowerSchool student
enrollment plus readily available via district
and campus websites.

The District's Raptor Volunteer Initiative
provides an additional layer of protection
for its Katy ISD students, staff, volunteers,
and visitors, prioritizing the safety and
security of our entire Katy ISD family.

Once registered and approved,
individual volunteers can submit and track
hours via their volunteer profile for every
Katy ISD campus at which they volunteer.
The system also provides quick and easy
submission of individual off-campus
volunteer hours.

The 2023-24 volunteer registration
update will feature:

» An expanded range of volunteer
functions for athletics, fine arts, and CTE
(Career and Technical Education).

¢ Enhanced communication capabilities
with volunteers, allowing for better district-
to-volunteer messaging.

For more information, visit the website
tx50010808.schoolwires.net/Page/8777.

Katy ISD hosts summer operations
job fair July 13

Katy ISD is hosting its summer
operations job fair from 4-6 p.m. July 13
at Cinco Ranch High School, 23440 Cinco
Ranch Blvd.

Interested candidates for positions
in the district’s nutrition and food
services, maintenance and transportation
departments are asked to complete an
application at the website katyisd.org before
attending the job fair. Hard copy resumes
are recommended for attendees, as well as
preparation for onsite interviews.

“This upcoming job fair is a perfect
opportunity for individuals who are seeking
arewarding career at Katy ISD in which
they will contribute to the education of
more than 94,000 students,” Nathan Fuchs,
the district’s maintenance and operations
executive director, said. “There will be a
variety of positions available including
bus drivers, kitchen workers, custodians,
groundskeepers and general maintenance,
among others.”

Benefits include competitive salaries,
health insurance options and flexible
hours for full and part-time positions.
Additionally, eligible employees can
participate in the Texas Retirement System
(TRS).

Lightbridge Academy breaks ground
for new center in Katy
Lightbridge Academy, the fast-growing

- AccreDITED [
-l BUSINESS
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W
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Family Owned and
Operated- Katy, Tx i

(281) 392-5353

replacementwindowsofkaty.com

early childhood education and child

care franchise, is on track to reach 150
centers by 2025 and has identified several
markets across the country as primed for
the concept. In the past six months, the
team signed five units in two development
deals in the Greater Houston area. Now,
Lightbridge Academy has secured a lease
for the first new center, which will be
located at 1711 Spring Green Blvd. Ste 900 in
Katy, and expected to open in summer 2023.

“Houston is the perfect growth market
for Lightbridge Academy as more and more
young families continue to move to the area
from other states,” Jim DiRugeris, senior vice
president of franchise sales. “We are very
excited to enter the market and serve these
Houstonian families.”

The population of Houston is currently
growing at a rate of 0.88% annually and has
increased by 1.40% since the most recent
census, which recorded a population of
2,313,238 in 2020. The number of children
under the age of five has also increased in
the area, with home construction booming
as more and more families move into the
suburbs and need child care.

With its expansion into Texas,
Lightbridge Academy is filling a need for
high quality child care, as nearly two-thirds
of the nation’s working families are already
having trouble finding child care, according
to the research and advocacy organization
Children at Risk. Lightbridge Academy
is aleader in the child care industry. The
franchise brand is popular among parents
for providing high quality educational
programs, as well as our cutting-edge
technology which supports the needs of
busy working families.

“We utilize industry-leading technology
to create a more secure and healthier
learning environment and a deeper
connection between home and school,”
DiRugeris said. “One of the services
we offer is the ParentView internet
monitoring system, and along with an
e-Communication app, we provide a real-
time and ongoing connection for families.
With center-wide air purification and
filtration and facial recognition security
systems, we set the Gold Standard for health
and safety in the child care industry along
with the high-quality educational child care
program that families expect.”

In addition to Katy, Lightbridge Academy
is focusing on establishing a presence in
the flourishing markets of Cypress, The
Woodlands, Atascocita and Pearland.

“With 25 years of child care operations
and 10 of those years in franchising,
Lightbridge Academy is highly experienced
in expanding into major markets like
Houston,” DiRugeris said. “We are thrilled
to start the process of building our first
center in the area and are looking forward
to teaming up with passionate and
qualified entrepreneurs eager to become
The Solution for Working Parents® in the
communities they serve.”

For more information, visit the website
lightbridgeacdemy.com.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS
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The Katy Times will be closed on

Tuesday, July 4, 2023

in observance of Independence Day.

The deadline for all advertising and editorial copy
in the July 6 edition is 3 p.m. on Thursday, June 29.

Have a safe and happy holiday from The Katy Times staff!

(281) 391-3141 + www.katytimes.com
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Above: Lightbridge
Academy has opened
a new center in Katy,
at 1711 Spring Green

Blvd.
LIGHTBRIDGE ACADEMY

Left: The Royal High
School Jazzettes have
been busy learning
new skills at MDDT (for
Miss Dance Drill Team)
Dance Intensive Camp
at Klein Cain High
School.
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Tompkins growing through state 7-on-7

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins thinks they have
something special this year.

The Falcons have a quarter-
back/running back duo that can
compete with anyone in the state,
weapons at the skill positions on
offense and defense and an offen-
sive line that brings back a wealth
of experience.

So getting even more expe-
rience together this summer
through state 7-on-7 was just an
added plus.

“This summer has been great,”
said Tompkins quarterback Wyatt
Young. “We got a lot closer, we
built chemistry and we’ve seen the
talent come out. My receivers and I
have grown and we're on the same
page. It’s just been great to be a
part of”

The Falcons had a strong day
on Friday, going 2-1 and finishing
second in their Pool to advance to
the championship bracket, but they

Above: Wyatt Young makes a throw during Saturday's state 7-on-7 game between Tompkins and
DeSoto at Veterans Memorial Park in College Station. Right: Caleb Blocker spins away from a defender
during Saturday's state 7-on-7 game between Tompkins and DeSoto at Veterans Memorial Park in

College Station.

weren’t able to carry that over into B
Saturday, falling in their first game
of the day to DeSoto 38-18 to end
their tournament run.

The Falcons were unable to get
much going on the day, struggling
against a good DeSoto team and
not having many calls go their way,
but it served as a lesson in over-
coming adversity for the group and
is something they are eager to learn
from.

“It's something we have to
accept and grow from,” said senior
running back Caleb Blocker. “We've
never been in a situation like that
before so it’s hard to go through it
in the moment but now we have.
We're going be better from it and
by the time the season comes we’ll
be ready to go.”

The Falcons have a plethora of
weapons for Young to deliver the
ball too and it was on full display
during qualifying and the state
tournament. Having those weap-

See TOMPKINS, page B3
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Jordan uses
7-on-7 to
build ahead
of season

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Jordan is out to make the
most of this year.

There’s talent all over the
field on this season's Jordan
team, and the Warriors have
spent the spring and summer
honing that in to build the best
unit possible.

That was evident during the
team's 7-on-7 run, where they
went unbeaten in qualification
play to cinch a spot in the state
7-on-7 tournament.

“This seven on seven we've
been doing over the summer is
great,” said senior quarterback
Colin Willetts. “The receivers
and I have developed a lot of
chemistry through it and they
know what I want them to do
and I can read them and make
plays off of that. It'll really help
us I think and by the time the
season comes it'll be at a whole
different level”

Jordan had a good two days
at state to follow it up, advanc-
ing out of the pool stage and

Zechariah Sample makes a catch during Saturday's state 7-on-7 game between Jordan and Lamar at
Veterans Memorial Park in College Station.

See JORDAN, page B3

Private, Custom Jeweler
By Appointment

Custom
Jewelry

Downtown
Fulshear

STATE 7-ON-7

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins and Jordan
competed in the first day of
the state 7-on-7 tournament
on Friday, competing in the
pool stages in College Station
for a chance to advance to the
championship bracket.

TYLER TYRE

15 Years
Experience

Private

Jeweler Old Gold

Call or Text
Greg 713-560-8496

A,

Tompkins advances to
championship bracket;
Jordan comes up short

Tompkins advanced out of
Pool M to the championship
bracket, while Jordan will com-
pete in the consolation bracket
after coming up just short of
advancing.

The Falcons went 2-1 in the
group stage, finishing second

See SEVEN, page B3

TYLER TYRE

Roc Tenpenny closes down on a Klein Cain player during Saturday's state 7-on-7 game
between Jordan and Klein Cain at Veterans Memorial Park in College Station.

We Buy
Gold, Jewelry, Fine Watches, Estates

Coins &
Bullion

Ideal Diamond Buyers « 8045 FM 359 Rd S. « Fulshear
“Better Value”
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athletes to the super elite team and the
only Katy ISD member.

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes’ Janey Campbell was
named to the Girls Class 6A Super Elite
Track and Field Team after making a
second straight state appearance and
performing well all season long.

Campbell made the state meet in
both the shot put and the discus, and
had strong finishes in both. Campbell
had a throw of 43-6.25 in the discus to
finish fourth in the shot put and had a
throw of 136-8 in the discus to finish
seventh overall. She was one of 16

Keys, Hicks named to Boys Super
Elite Track & Field Team

Tompkins’ Jayden Keys and Pae-
tow’s D.J. Hicks were named to the boys
Class 6A Super Elite Team after appear-
ances at the state meet this spring.

Keys had a huge year and a terrific
state meet, the Tompkins junior took
home bronze medals in the 100-meter
hurdles, the 300-meter hurdles and the
long jump.

Campbell, Keys, Hicks named
to Super Elite Track & Field Team

Keys had a time of 13.82 seconds in
the 100-meter hurdles, a time of 37.23
seconds in the 300-meter hurdles and a
jump of 23-.475 in the long jump for his
three medals at state, his third year in a
row to reach a state finish.

Hicks also had a medal at state, fin-
ishing third in the discus with a throw
of 182-06, coming close to the throws
of the silver and gold medalists in the
event.

The two were named along with just
14 others from Class 6A to the Super
Elite Team and were the only two
named from Katy ISD.

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Top: Janey Campbell of Seven Lakes High School (1630) competes in the Class

6A girls discus during the UIL State Track and Field Meet on Saturday, May 13,

in Austin.

2023 in Austin. Inset: Jayden Keys of Tompkins High School (2953) crosses
the finish line third, earing a bronze medal, in the Class 6A boys 110-meter
hurdles during the UIL State Track and Field Meet on Saturday, May 13, 2023

Rockets select Thompson, Whitmore in first round of NBA draft

Cam Whitmore.

They picked Thompson with the fourth
pick, and he will be an explosive addition
to the starting backcourt that includes
Jalen Green. The 20-year old played in the
Overtime Elite League last season and
averaged 16.4 points per game, 5.9 assists
per game and 2.3 assists per game in the
regular season, upping it to 17.2 points per

BYTYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

The Rockets came away big winners
in the NBA draft on Thursday, taking two
potentially franchise pieces in the top 20.
Houston held the fourth and 20th picks
in the draft but walked away with what
may analysts considered two of the top five
talents in the draft in Amen Thompson and

Connect
More With
Community...
al SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

 Katy 3 Times

Stay engaged, informed and active with a
subscription to your community newspaper!

r YEAR!

« Go to KatyTimes.com and click the SUBSCRIBE button in the
top-right corner

OR

« Call 281-391-3141

OR

» Mail your name, address and payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678,
Katy, Tx 77492-0678

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR JUST

game, 7.2 rebounds per game and 9.2 assists
in the playoffs as his City Reapers went on to
win the league championship.

Thompson is known as a special athlete
with a rare combination of speed and body
control he combines that with very good
court vision for a point guard and has good
defensive instincts while his 6-foot-7-inch
frame allows him to be strong on the boards
and see over defenses. The biggest knock
on his game is that he needs to badly work
on his jump shot, as he struggles even from
mid-range and will need to develop any
semblance of a shot outside of the paint.

"I'm just excited, I'm so excited to be a
Rocket,” Thompson said. “It’s just a dream
come true to be in the NBA and I couldn’t
be happier to go to a team that has these
types of guys. I feel like my best brand of
basketball is running and pushing the pace
and we’re a young team so we're going to be
able to do that”

Whitmore was projected to go between
picks five and nine in the draft but concerns
about his medicals as well as Whitmore’s
workouts with some teams led to a slide in
his draft stock. The Rockets were reportedly
even interested in him with their No. 4
pick, but a huge slide allowed them to take
Whitmore with the No. 20 pick.

Whitmore is an uber athletic player that
also has a jump shot that looks like it can
be a strong asset in the NBA as well. His
collegiate season was delayed by a thumb
injury, but once he played, he made a huge
impact at Villanova.

“No, we don’t (have any concerns),” said
Rockets General Manager Rafael Stone.
“Cam had his physical in Chicago and every
team had access to it. Our doctors had
access to it and we're very comfortable with
it. I think he’s well positioned to have a very
good career. We're really excited to have
him.

He averaged 12.5 points per game to go
with 5.3 assists, shooting 48% from the floor
and 34% from the 3-point line during the

"I’m so excited to be a
Rocket. It’s just a dream
come true to be in the NBA
and | couldn’t be happier
to go to a team that has
these types of guys. |

feel like my best brand

of basketball is running
and pushing the pace and
we’re a young team so
we’re going to be able to
do that.”

—AMEN THOMPSON,
Rockets draft pick

season, cementing himself as a top prospect
in the draft. He has the body to be an elite
two-way player and off ball defender but will
need to badly work on his decision making
with the ball in his hands, as he struggles

to create for others and can take too many
tough shots at times.

The two are the last two draft pieces
the Rockets will add before trying to be
highly competitive this year, adding to the
Rockets' core of young players that include
Green, Alperen Sengun, Jabari Smith Jr. and
Tari Eason. Things are looking up as the
Rockets head into free agency where they
have a large amount of cap space to offer to
potential players.

“I'm excited and I'm grateful to be here,”
Whitmore said. “I've dreamed about being
in the NBA for a lot of years so all I can say is
that I'm blessed to be here and to have had
this dream come true.
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into the consolation bracket before getting
past the first round of the bracket for the
second straight year.

The Warriors won their first game of the
consolation bracket, beating Klein Cain 39-6
behind a huge performance by both the
offense and the defense.

It was the defense that was most impres-
sive in the win. The Warriors have a high
flying and talented offense but during their
first game of the day the defense showed
true signs of being able to shut a team down.

“Our defense gives the entire team energy
when they play like that,” said senior wide
receiver and cornerback Zechariah Sample.
“When they’re playing like that we’re going
to be really hard to beat. Those guys are the
ones who bring that energy and the whole
team feeds off it.”

The Warriors were unable to advance any
further, as they fell in the second round to
Lamar, 26-12, ending Jordan’s run at state
7-on-7.

But despite that the Warriors showed real
signs of growth and they hope to carry that
momentum forward.

“It's been really fun and it’s helped us for
sure,” Willetts said. “We’re all on the same
page and the thing we have to do is carry
that into the fall now and keep proving that
we can compete with anyone.”

The Warriors have big goals after coming
up just short of the playoffs last year. They
think they have a team that can compete in
the ever tough District 19-6A, and they want
to prove themselves even more than they

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

Above: Deacon Stanfield cuts upfield during Saturday's state
7-on-7 game between Jordan and Klein Cain at Veterans
Memorial Park in College Station. Right: Zechariah Sample
makes a catch during Saturday's state 7-on-7 game between
Jordan and Klein Cain at Veterans Memorial Park in College
Station.

through for Jordan. We got so close last sea-

already have.

“We don’t want this year to go how last
year went,” Sample said. “We want to go to
the playoffs and be the team that breaks

son but we have to be better. It can’t be 5-5
and try and be that last team. We're trying
to be towards the top. We just have to show
everyone what we can do”
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TYLER TYRE

Wyatt Young makes a throw during Saturday's state 7-on-7 game between
Tompkins and DeSoto at Veterans Memorial Park in College Station.

SEVEN

from page B1

in Pool M to Austin West-
lake, who went 3-0.
Tompkins fell in their first
game of the day to Westlake
38-21 before bouncing
back with two wins, 45-20
over Eastlake and 20-14
over Red Oak to make it out
of the group and into the
championship bracket.
Jordan played a hard
fought three games that
were all decided by one
score or less, but ended
the day with a 1-2 record,
finishing third in Pool A and
falling to the consolation
bracket. The Warriors
dropped their first game of

the day to Lake Dallas 25-21
before bouncing back with
awin over Odessa 27-26,
but fell in their last game of
the day to Pflugerville Weiss
34-28. The Warriors finished
third in the pool, behind
Lake Dallas and Weiss.

Jordan advanced to play
Klein Cain, which finished
1-2in Pool I to tie for third
in their pool. in the first
round of the consolation
bracket.

Tompkins advanced to
play DeSoto, Desoto went
2-1in Pool E, tying Arlington
Seguin for first out of the
pool.

TOMPKINS

from page B1

the season.

that can go up and make plays for
me,” Young said. “That gives me all

Ijust have to put it in their vicinity,

the ball. That’s exactly what you
want as a quarterback.”

Jhase McMillan tries to make
a catch during Saturday's
state 7-on-7 game between
Tompkins and DeSoto at
Veterans Memorial Park in
College Station.

TYLER TYRE

ons just makes him more excited for

“I know every play I have people

the confidence in the world. I know

and they are going to go up and get

Despite the loss, the Falcons
were very happy with what they
experienced both over the two days
and over the summer with 7-on-7
and they think it will be a big help
for them moving forward. But the
thing the Falcons are most looking
forward to is August, when they will
take their next step towards getting
back on the field again.

“I'm anxious for it, I'm excited
for itand I can’t wait to get it
going,” Young said. “We have a
super talented team, I have a great
running back in Caleb that I know
is going to put up a ton of yards and
I'm going to do the same thing. I
just want to go out there and put on
a show and get some wins, it’s going
to be fun.”

Your Productivity is Your Business. Your Convenience is Ours.

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
« Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &

- Staffed Reception Area
« Copy / Scan / Fax Access
« High Speed Internet

« Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

AP=X

EXECUTIVE SUITES

Drinks

« Conference Rooms & Day Office

Rental

Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307

ApexExecutiveSuites.com « 281-363-1336

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.
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ApexExecutiveSuites
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WORD AD RATE

$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

Display Ads ....... Friday noon

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com
to place your ad today!
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040
AUCTIONS

040
AUCTIONS

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES

950 950

PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC ONLINE AUCTION
KATY ISD
Site #1 & #2: 5364 Franz Rd.

Site #3: 5825 Katy Hockley Cut Off Rd.
AUCTION ENDS: Fri., 6/30/23
FEATURED ITEMS
Lisle Violin Shop Cello’s, Lawn
Equip., Student & Office Furn.,
File Cabinets, Tables, & More
14% B.P.
www.onlinepros.com #7341
www.lemonsauctioneers.com
(800)243-1113 OR (281)357-4977

Application Developer in Katy, TX - Design the technology
framework for a collaborative environment for oil and gas
engineering application that integrate rigorous analyses and
design solutions with real-time operations-driven workflows
in an open innovative multi-platform environment; Port
a suite of legacy desktop-based commercial engineering
application for oil and gas pipeline built on MS Windows to
an integrated HTML5 multi-platform environment; Design
workflow architecture for an integrated web-based real-time
platform that offers real-time visualization of oilfield opera-
tions, artificial lift diagnostics (ESP, rod pump, gas lift), and
production optimization; Transform field requirements in oil
and gas production monitoring / optimization and opera-
tions-driven digital oilfield workflows into detailed software
design; and Incorporate industry best practices in the areas
of real-time data management, applications integration and
multi-disciplinary workflow orchestration in the design and
architecture of oil and gas engineering applications. Bache-
lor's degree in Computer Science or Computer Applications
or Engineering or Computer Information Systems or Man-
agement Information Systems. 24 months of experience as
Senior Software Developer or Senior Developer or any other
position developing commercial applications for integrated

500 630 oil and gas production / pipeline analysis. Send resumes to
PETS AND SUPPLIES LOTS AND ACREAGE EICE International LLC 440 Cobia Dr, Unit 901, Katy, TX 77494.
USE PARACIDE®
rvisescedl ervrrren B ARE YOU ADVERTISING?
cats and dogs to FOR SALE Your business is open. Your lights are on.
treat fleas & ticks. 517 OTTOST. INVITE PEOPLE IN.
Relieve secondary || BROOKSHIRE, TX
dermatitis & doggy CALLBILL To advertise, call us at
odor. At Tractor | 832-775-3338 281-391-3141

Supply (www.flea-
beacon.com)

Katy==Times

SENIOR PROJECT ENGINEER:
Manage/coordinate the work for com-
pany oil and gas projects; perform
engineering duties in planning and
designing tools, engines, machines,
etc.; oversee installation, operation,
maintenance, and repair of equipment;
manage/review preparation of engi-
neering project proposals; supervise
research that tests/analyzes feasibil-
ity, design, operation of equipment,
components, systems; evaluate per-
formance requirements for engineer-
ing projects; coordinate the technical
and management aspects of project;
review project engineering schedules
and forecasts; supervise Project Engi-
neers or other personnel to implement
operating procedures, resolve system
malfunctions or provide technical infor-
mation; approve test plans; work with
Safevision drilling hydraulics software,
etc. REQS: Must have at least a Bach-
elor’s degree in Petroleum Engineer-
ing and 6 months of experience in the
job duties or 6 months of experience in
positions working with Safevision drill-
ing hydraulics software. Mail resume,
Attn. lara Conrado, Safekick Ameri-
cas, LLC, 1350 Ravello Dr., Katy, TX
77449.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Unit #2 (C14)

(1) General Description of property: Unit is 10" by 10’
enclosed and climate controlled. Unit contains several
boxes, two step ladders, and several dressers.

(2) Lien: This unit is being sold to satisfy a lien owed to
Cane Island Storage.

(3) Owner: The owner of this unit is Albert Manning.

(4) Address: The address of the self-storage facility is 27748
Highway 90, Katy, Tx 77494

(5) Site/Time: Auction will take place on June 27, 2023, at
11 am and will be hosted on SelfStorageAuction.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

950 950

PUBLIC NOTICES

950

PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C,
Katy, Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City
Secretary; for furnishing all necessary materials,
equipment, superintendence, and labor for the construction
of the FY 2023 Striping Project, until 3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 12, 2023. Bids will, immediately thereafter,
be publicly opened and read aloud in the City of Katy
Council Chambers. Any bids received after closing time
will be returned unopened.

The project involves striping improvements to be
performed for various roadways and parking lots
throughout the City of Katy. The project also includes all
labor, equipment, materials, and incidentals required for
the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required
bonds within ten days after notice of award. At the option
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following:

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).

c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
of US. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
within the maximum amount specified for such
company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids
received. The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to
the Owner. Owner reserves the right to award the contract
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Virtual Pre-Bid Conference will be
held to review the scope of work. The Pre-Bid Conference
will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 5, 2023.

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86223222275
Meeting ID: 862 2322 2275
Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Equal Opportunity in Employment - all qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or
national origin. Bidders on this work will be required to
comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be
used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do
so only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work
and do not confer a license or grant for any other use.

First Publication: Thursday, June 22, 2023
Second Publication: Thursday, June 29, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

Unit #1 (B18)

(1) General Description of property: Unit is 10" by
10° enclosed and climate controlled. Unit contains
several boxes with assorted items, a few garden tools,
what appears to be an evaporator.

(2) Lien: This unit is being sold to satisfy a lien owed to
Cane Island Storage.

(3) Owner: The owner of this unit is Ashley Jaramillo.

(4) Address: The address of the self-storage facility is 27748
Highway 90, Katy, Tx 77494

(5) Site/Time: Auction will take place on June 27, 2023, at
11 am and will be hosted on SelfStorageAuction.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
WALLER COUNTY

Waller County (County) is requesting proposals for a
contract for Deceased Body Transport Services. Please
submit one (1) original, three (3) copies, and one (1)
electronic response on CD or flash drive. CD or flash
drive must contain only one (1) file in PDF format and
must match the original and copies of the response
identically. Failure to provide proper electronic response
may be cause for disqualification. Confidential information
is to be placed in a separate envelope denoted as
“confidential” Proposals shall be submitted to the County
no later than 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 18, 2023. Response
shall be signed in ink, by a person having the authority to
bind the company in a contract. Complete Proposal
packets must be remitted to Alan Younts, Waller County
Auditor, 836 Austin Street, Suite 221 Hempstead, TX 77445.
Please clearly mark the following on the envelope: RFP
Project Number: 230621-21 for Deceased Body Transport
Services. Waller County reserves the right to negotiate with
any and all individuals or firms that submit proposals.
Section 3 Residents and Business Concerns, Minority
Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises and
Women Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Vendors
are encouraged to submit proposals. Waller County is an
Affirmative  Action/Equal ~ Opportunity ~ Employer.
Servicios de traduccién estan disponibles por peticion.
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C,
Katy, Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City
Secretary; for furnishing all necessary materials,
equipment, superintendence, and labor for the construction
of the 2023 Drainage Improvements - Various Areas,
until 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 12, 2023. Bids will,
immediately thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud
in the City of Katy Council Chambers. Any bids received
after closing time will be returned unopened.

The project involves drainage and paving improvements to
various areas in Katy including Y Street, Lilac Street, and
Caloro Lane. The project also includes all labor, equipment,
materials, and incidentals required for the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required
bonds within ten days after notice of award. At the option
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following:

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).

c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
of USS. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
within the maximum amount specified for such
company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids
received. The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to
the Owner. Owner reserves the right to award the contract
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Virtual Pre-Bid Conference will be
held to review the scope of work. The Pre-Bid Conference
will be held at 2:15 p.m. on Wednesday, July 5, 2023.

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85280762096
Meeting ID: 852 8076 2096
Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Equal Opportunity in Employment - all qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or
national origin. Bidders on this work will be required to
comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C,
Katy, Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City
Secretary; for furnishing all necessary materials,
equipment, superintendence, and labor for the construction
of the FY 2023 Asphalt Street Improvements Project,
until 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 12, 2023. Bids will,
immediately thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud
in the City of Katy Council Chambers. Any bids received
after closing time will be returned unopened.

The project involves pavement repairs at various locations
within the City of Katy. The repairs will involve removal
and replacement of existing pavement, joint sealant,
striping, minor storm sewer repairs, and all labor, materials
and equipment required to perform the work.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required
bonds within ten days after notice of award. At the option
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following:

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).

c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
of US. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
within the maximum amount specified for such
company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids
received. The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to
the Owner. Owner reserves the right to award the contract
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Virtual Pre-Bid Conference will be
held to review the scope of work. The Pre-Bid Conference
will be held at 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 5, 2023.

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87088627249
Meeting ID: 870 8862 7249
Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Equal Opportunity in Employment - all qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or
national origin. Bidders on this work will be required to
comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be
used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do
so only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work
and do not confer a license or grant for any other use.

First Publication: Thursday, June 22, 2023
Second Publication: Thursday, June 29, 2023

SSIFIEDS WORK! 281-391-3141
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Jordan, Tompkins qualify for state 7-on-7 tournament

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Jordan and Tompkins advanced
to the state 7-on-7 tournament
which will be held this week.

128 teams from across the state
of Texas will make their way to
College Station this weekend to
compete in the tournament, which
runs Friday through Saturday for
Class 6A schools.

Jordan and Cinco Ranch both
qualified for the tournament at the
Tompkins 7-on-7 state qualifying
tournament during the second
week of June.

The Warriors went 4-0 at the
Tompkins tournament, beating
Cinco Ranch 22-19, Grand Oaks
28-21, Klein Cain 36-25 and
beating Katy in the state qualifying
game 29-21.

The Falcons also went 4-0
at their tournament. They beat
Dekaney 26-13, Waller 31-14, Tay-
lor 21-13 and Mayde Creek 18-14
in the state qualifying game.

It's the second straight appear-
ance and second overall for the
Warriors, who finished last sea-
son’s state tournament with a 2-4
record, advancing to the second
round of the consolation bracket.

i

Jordan will be in Pool A at the
tournament along with Lake Dallas,
Odessa and Pflugerville Weiss. The
Warriors will play Lake Dallas at 1
p-m. Friday, followed by Odessa at
2:30 p.m. and Weiss at 4 p.m.

For Tompkins it’s the third time

PHOTO COURTESY ANTONY BLALOCK
Tompkins qualified for the state 7-on-7 tournament at their home state qualifying tournament.

PHOTO COURTESY TONY BLALOCK

Jordan qualified for the state 7-on-7 tournament at the Tompkins tournament.

they have clinched a spot in the
state tournament, also having done
soin 2018 and 2021.

The Falcons will be in Pool M
along with El Paso Eastlake, Red
Oak and Austin Westlake. They
will take on Westlake at 1:45 p.m.

Friday followed by Eastlake at 3:15
p-m. and Red Oak at 4:45 to round
out the day.

The top two teams from each
group in qualifying go through to
the championship bracket, which
begins at 8:45 a.m. Saturday while

the bottom two from the bracket go

through o the consolation bracket,

which begins at 8 a.m. Saturday.
Bracket times and fields can

be subject to change based on

weather, field conditions and other

factors.

CONTRIBUTED

UH volleyball's Georgiades

Kate Georgiades was named to the US
Women’s Collegiate National Team.

named to US Womens
Collegiate National Team

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

University of Houston Volleyball libero
Kate Georgiades was one of 20 players to
earn a spot on the U.S. Women's Col-
legiate National Team, USA Volleyball
announced this week. She will train
alongside the U.S. Women's National
Team from June 18-24 in Anaheim, Calif.,,
as the national team prepares for compe-

tition in the final preliminary round of the
Volleyball Nations League.

Georgiades is one of three liberos
given the call for the Collegiate National
Team. She's also the only student-ath-
lete selected from the American Athletic
Conference and one of four selected for
the team from the new composition of the
Big 12 Conference.

This is the second consecutive sum-
mer that Georgiades has trained with the

Collegiate National Team, having also
joined the program last summer.

Athletes will be provided evaluation,
feedback and individual development
plans (IDP) that will be further accom-
panied by online learning experiences to
help support them in a healthy and holis-
tic way. Training will be aligned with the
expectations of the U.S. National Team
coaching and performance staff.

Georgiades earned her second consec-
utive Libero of the Year honors from The
American in 2022 and received All-Amer-
ica honors from AVCA (Honorable
Mention) and VolleyballMag.com

(Fourth Team) after finishing with
the sixth most total digs and 11th
most digs per set in the country
last season.
The College Station, Texas,
native currently sits in first on
Houston's career digs per set
rankings with 5.40 and is in ninth
on the team's total digs list with
1,350. She currently holds the fifth
and sixth spots on the team's season
digs list with 687 and 663 in 2022 and
2021, respectively.
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BUSINESS SERVICES

POSTNET

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Mailboxes And Much More!

ST

23144 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Suite B
Katy, TX 77494 | 281.396.4773

@ j UNITED STATES
P POSTAL SERVICE

YOUR AD HERE

MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean

WINDOW CLEANING

KTX Window Cleaning, LLC

281-391-3141 - debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

Katy ¥ Times

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
www.ktxwindowcleaning.com
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Houston Texans running back Dare Ogunbowale (33) celebrates with tight end Teagan Quitoriano
(84) after a touchdown during an NFL game between the Texans and the Chiefs on Dec. 18, 2022, in

Houston. The Chiefs won, 30-24, in overtime.

Texans make
strides at OTAs

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

The Texans are aiming for a step
up this year.

Houston has been in a down-
ward spiral over the past few
seasons, struggling at the bottom
of the National Football league
and failing to make strides with
turnovers among the coaching
staff and front office.

But things have started to look
up for Houston, especially over this
offseason with strong additions to
the coaching staff and through the
draft and free agency.

Houston carried that momen-
tum into Organized Team Activi-
ties, and it showed up on the field
as they had a strong few weeks on
the field over the past few weeks.

“Overall I've seen a lot of
growth over the course of these
three weeks of OTA’s,” said Texans
head coach DeMeco Ryans. “That
growth is what excites me about
working with these guys. They're
working together these young guys
and veterans and to see them do
that and come together over the
course of this has been great. That’s
the goal that we were hoping for”

There is plenty of experience on
the team but there are also plenty
of young players. For rookies this
was the first chance to get a taste of

the NFL and CJ Stroud did every-
thing he could to get used to the
pace and practice quickly.

“The biggest thing for me is get-
ting better every day,” Stroud said.
“I'm trying to push myself, learn
from the older guys and get all the
feedback that I can so I can contin-
ue to improve as a player. I'm just
trying to do all the little things and
push myself to be great”

Stroud and the other rookies
have been helped along by veteran
leaders in the Texans' program. A
number of key free agent signings
have come through over the course
of the offseason and it should help
those younger players adjust to the
NFL level.

“You see these guys and you're
coming into a young team and
it’s so evident that all of them are
hungry to prove themselves,” said
tight end Dalton Schultz. “It was
aweome to see coming in and then
you spend some time here and you
can see there’s some really good
leaders on this team, especially on
the defense. Hearing some of those
voices in these first couple months
has been great and I feel very
hungry coming to work and being
around guys who are that motivated
to get better on a day to day basis.”

The Texans finished up with
OTAs and minicamp in late June
—next up on their schedule is

N

» PHOTO; BY SCO W C(')LEMAN
Above: Texans tight end Jordan Akins (88) is tackled by Chargers cornerback Asante Samuel Jr. (26) after a catch during an NFL game between the Texans
and the Chargers on Oct. 2, 2022 in Houston. The Chargers won 34-24. Below: Houston Texans defensive end Jerry Hughes (55) during an NFL game

between the Houston Texans and the Cleveland Browns on Dec. 4, 2022, in Houston. The Browns won, 27-14.

training camp, which will start in
early August.
“Minicamp was great — it really

allowed us to compete at a safe lev-
el and protect each other while we

do it Ryans said. “Those different
phases allowed us to really hone
in on the fundamentals, the te-
chiques and the small things. Now
when we get into training camp

)

if our players own the techniques
and fundamentals and do their
job the correct way, it gives them a
chance to compete once we get to
preseason games.’

Aristoi wins inaugural girls flag football championship

STAFF REPORT

Aristoi Classical
Academy took home the
Girls Flag Football League
Championship on Sunday,
May 21st.

The Houston Texans
hosted the inaugural Girls
Flag League Champion-

&
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ARISTOI

Garcia, Offensive Coach,
Seth Thompson, Defensive
Coach, Terry Boling, and
Assistant Coach, Doug
Thompson. They helped the
team to the win.

Emily Hovis threw for
three touchdowns and no
interceptions for 125 yards.
Valetina Bousleiman was

include Abrianna Parks,
with eight receptions for

45 yards, Selah Thompson,
with three rushes for 42
yards, Maddie Sinitiere,
with two catches for 15
yards and Gracie Garcia,
with seven receptions for 20
yards and a ten-yard dash
for a total of 30 yards. Aris-

toi’s defensive standouts
were Gracie Garcia, Selah
Thompson, Zoe Williams,
and Valentina Bousleiman.
Overall, the Lady Griffins
completed an undefeated
season going 7-0 in the
league.

Terry Boling, Athletic
Director, Aristoi Classical

Academy - Katy, said he was
grateful for the opportunity
given to Aristoi Classical
Academy to participate

in the inaugural girls flag
football league season. The
Aristoi Lady Griffins as well
as the Aristoi community
will cherish this experience
for many years to come.

named MVP of the game,
scoring three touchdowns,
one on a 53-yard run, and
two different 20-yard touch-
down receptions for a total
of 110 yards. Additional
highlights from the game

ship final at the Houston
Methodist Training Center.
Aristoi took on Lifestyle
Christian School Victors,
winning 26-6. Professional
football players attended the
inaugural girls' flag football

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

LEADERSHIP

KATY

CLASS OF 2024

SPONSORED BY

SEWELL

As a program of the Katy Area Chamber, Leadership Katy provides
in-depth exposure to the issues facing the community through lectures,

league championship game
to cheer on and support the
girls participating.

Aristoi coaches included
Head Coach, Courtney

AMERICAN
RESIDENTIAL

HEATING & COOLING

The Season for e
Big Savings Is Now! |

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating and Cooling Systems
Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Q Calltoday! (833) 721-3940

discussion groups, on-site visits, simulations, and other leadership
development activities. The program enables participants to develop

their leadership capacities, build strong relationships, and prepare
themselves for the challenges of the years to come. Apply Today!

KATYAREA

CHAMBER

SAVE
UPTO

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with
our Buy Back Program!

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system

Cooling or Heating |
System Tune Up !

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1 Scan To

1 Learn More
1 Price valid for one warking unit. Excludes oil fired systems. Valid at participating
1 ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial
1 customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center
1 for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred
1 and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value S.001.
1 Offer expires 8/30/2023,

: License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses

required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 8/30/2023.

License numhers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

Contact Matthew Ferraro at 832-437-8178 for more information




	KatyTimes_0629_A01rev
	KatyTimes_0629_A02rev3
	KatyTimes_0629_A03rev
	KatyTimes_0629_A04
	KatyTimes_0629_A05rev
	KatyTimes_0629_A06rev
	KatyTimes_0629_B01rev
	KatyTimes_0629_B02rev
	KatyTimes_0629_B03rev
	KatyTimes_0629_B04
	KatyTimes_0629_B05rev
	KatyTimes_0629_B06rev

