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CONTRIBUTED REPORT

For the third consecutive year, 
Katy ISD was recognized as the 
#1 School District in the Greater 
Houston Area by Niche, Superin-
tendent of Schools Ken Gregorski 
announced at Katy ISD’s annual 
“State of the District” event at the 
Merrell Center on October 20th.  
Gregorski attributed the achieve-
ment to the collective efforts of 
Katy ISD students, teachers and 
staff, and the strong partnership 
that exists with the community.  

“This year’s theme, ‘Inspir-
ing Excellence: Learners into 

‘State of the District’

Superintendent Ken Gregorski addressed a crowd of board members, school namesakes, educators, staff 
and volunteers at the annual “State of the District” breakfast at the Merrell Center on Friday.

COURTESY KATY ISD

The Jordan High School choir performed the national anthem and “What a Wonderful World” at the “State of the District” breakfast at the Merrell Center on 
October 20th.

Gregorski provides update on the

See DISTRICT, page A3

Katy school board 
considers proposed 
attendance boundary 
changes and more
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

The Katy ISD Board of 
Trustees met Monday, Octo-
ber 23rd at the district’s board 
room at 6301 S. Stadium Lane 
for a work study meeting that 
included a review of pro-
posed attendance boundary 
modifications for new schools 
opening in 2024.  

The proposed attendance 
boundaries for Junior High 
School 18 and High School 
10 were first presented to the 
board in June.  The atten-
dance zones for the junior 
high school are designed to 
relieve capacity at Haskett and 
Stockdick Junior High Schools, 

while High School 10 will 
primarily relieve overcrowding 
at Katy High and Paetow High. 
Both new schools are located 
in the northwest quadrant of 
the district.

A survey of those families 
potentially impacted by the 
proposed changes was con-
ducted by the district and the 
results were presented to the 
board in September, showing a 
majority of respondents either 
supported the changes or that 
the changes would have no 
impact.

No additional changes 
to the original boundaries, 
as presented at the June 

COURTESY OF KATY ISD

Katy ISD COO Ted Vierling and demographer Kris Pool review student population 
projections and proposed school attendance zone boundary modifications at Monday’s 
school board meeting.

Council approves use of Metro funds for Pitts Road expansion project
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

In a 5-0 vote, members of Katy’s 
city council authorized the Katy 
Development Authority (KDA) to use 
$1,424,224.40 in Metro funds for the 
Pitts Road Boulevard Expansion proj-
ect, which is slated to begin in De-
cember.  The initial project will bring 
Cane Island Boulevard up to Morton 
Road and a second project will also 
correct the intersection alignment 
where Pitts, Morton and Cane Island 
Boulevard come together, following 
final acquisition of right-of-way.  The 

initial improvements are projected to 
be completed by May 2024 and the 
second project will follow a similar 
timeline, said City Engineer David 
Kaspar. The intersection will contin-
ue to be a four-way stop, according 
to Kaspar.  A traffic signal may be 
considered for this intersection at 
some point in the future, said Kaspar, 
depending on traffic counts and other 
factors.  Kaspar noted that the cost of 
a traffic signal could run more than 
$400,000.00.

In other action, council:
• Approved amendment of the 

city’s technical codes and construc-

tion standards.  Community Devel-
opment Director Ian Clowes said the 
updates were necessary to maintain 
the city’s high ISO rating.

• Amended a zoning ordinance 
affecting parking requirements in the 
Old Katy District.

• Amended City of Katy personnel 
policies in accordance with recent 
legislative updates.

• Via consent agenda, approved 
street closure of Fourth Street be-
tween Ave A and Ave B in October 
and December for events at the First 

SUSAN ROVEGNO

A project approved at Monday night’s city council meeting will allot Metro funds to 
extend Cane Island Parkway up to Morton Road and a future project will correct the 
misalignment of the intersection of Pitts and Morton Roads, city officials said.See CITY, page A3

The City of Brookshire 
officially welcomed 
new staff with a special 
swearing-in ceremony at 
the regular city council 
meeting on October 19th 
in Brookshire City Hall.  
Waller County Precinct 
4 Commissioner Justin 
Beckendorff officiated. 

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

CITY OF BROOKSHIRE HOLDS SWEARING-IN CEREMONY

Beckendorff swears in new City Administrator Jennifer Ward.

New Chief of Police James Hines is sworn in by Beckendorff.

City Secretary Erica Molina takes the oath of office 
administered by Beckendorff.

Lieutenant Michael Deutsch is sworn in by Beckendorff.

Beckendorff swears in Criminal Investigations Detective 
Matthew Drake.

See BOARD, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Male children
  5. Robert Wagner series
      “Hart to __”
  9. Unfolded
11. Digestive disease
13. Wednesday
15. Malignant tumor
16. Conscientious investment
      strategy (abbr.)
17. Slowed
19. Letter of the Semitic
      abjads
21. Weights of cars without
      fuel
22. Former CIA
23. Asian country
25. Instead
26. Ancient Egyptian King
27. Privies
29. Shopping trips
31. Paradoxical anecdote
33. It’s on the table
34. Ancient Persia ruler
36. Small American rail
38. File extension
39. Days (Spanish)
41. Everyone has one
43. South American plant
44. About ilium
46. Vanished American
      hoopster Bison
48. A type of breakfast

52. Uncooked
53. Examined
54. Christian recluse
56. Strong posts
57. Some are for pasta
58. Skinny
59. School-based
      organizations

CLUES DOWN
  1. Ringlet
  2. Type of complex
  3. Midway between north
      and northwest
  4. It becomes something
      bigger
  5. German courtesy title
  6. Genus of birds
  7. Marked by public
      disorder
  8. Least aggressive
  9. Russian city
10. Insect repellent
11. Interruptions
12. Scoundrels
14. 1,000 calories
15. What one does overnight
18. Dwarf planet
20. Pipe
24. Black powdery substance

26. Set of four
28. Canned fishes
30. North Carolina college
32. Secured
34. A disgraceful event
35. Physical suffering
37. The home of the free
38. Some are boys
40. Satisfy

42. Makes very happy
43. South American plants
45. Modes of transportation
47. Female sheep
49. Type of torch
50. Piece of merchandise
51. Jump over
55. Wife of Amun

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

COMMUNITY

Free Halloween Festival on October 
28th at West Memorial Park

Enjoy free family fun including can-
dy, games, face painting and more at the 
Halloween Festival on October 28th from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at West Memorial Park, 
22415 Kingsland Blvd.  Parking is available 
at West Memorial Junior High or in the 
West Memorial neighborhood; do not park 
on Kingsland. The festival is hosted by the 
American Legion Post 164, the American 
Legion Auxiliary Post 164, the West Memo-
rial Friends and the West Memorial Civic 
Association.

Enjoy Pups & Pumpkins on October 29th
It’s tons of fun for humans and canines 

alike!  Come to the Grand Lakes Phase 4 
Gazebo at Grand Trace Lane and Lakebluff 
Circle on Sunday, October 29th from 1 to 4 
p.m. for a dog costume contest and parade, 
a pet photo station, and pet adoptions.  
Festivities also include a silent auction, 
raffle ticket sales and bobbing for apples.  
Wine by the glass is available and a live DJ 
will provide entertainment.  All proceeds 
benefit Buds Rescue.  The event is hosted by 
Kristin Stone, Realtor © of Imagine Realty 
International.   For more information, 
contact  kristinstone@iridreams.com or call 
832.444.2363. 

Dig World hosts “Trunk or Treat” on 
October 28th with free admission for 

kids in costume
Dig World, a construction-themed 

amusement park located at Katy Mills Mall, 
5000 Katy Mills Circle, will host a “Trunk 
or Treat” event on October 28th from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  Wear your costumes and 
get free entry to the park – take a photo in 
front of Admissions and tag the park on 
social media @digworldtx.  Then check in at 
Admissions and get one free ticket for each 
person in costume.  Enjoy trick-or-treating 
around the park for one-of-a-kind family 
experience.  Free tickets do not apply to 
online sales – only to on-site purchases.  For 
more information, go to facebook.com/
DigWorldTX.

Cross Creek Ranch to hold November 
11th gumbo cookoff benefiting the 

Fulshear Police Foundation
Cross Creek Ranch, a project of Johnson 

Development, will hold its annual Fulshear 
Police Foundation Gumbo Cookoff on 

November 11th at the Cross Creek Welcome 
Center at 6450 Cross Creek Bend Lane, 
Fulshear, from 1 to 5 p.m.  Enjoy Zydeco 
music, a silent auction, and great food.

KATY AARP Chapter meeting 
November 14th

The Katy chapter of AARP will meet 
Tuesday November 14th at Midway BBQ, 
6191 Highway Blvd in Katy. The meeting 
will start at 6:30 p.m. with a short meeting, 
announcements, and election of officers.  
There will be information about upcoming 
trips and activities available. After the 
meeting, entertainment will be provided 
by Buddy and Jeanie Trotter, who sing 
many of the classics from country, rock, 
and pop.  Come to the meeting, then stay 
to listen, sing along, or dance. Visitors 
are welcome.  Allow time to purchase 
any food before the meeting starts. For 
more information, contact Patty Phelps at 
pbpmid@aol.com.

Maud Marks Library announces 
November events

Maud Marks Library, located at 1815 
Westgreen in Katy, will hold these events in 
November: 

• Game Day -- Tweens, teens, and school-
aged children can drop in and play a variety 
of tabletop games. Sit back, relax, and enjoy 
the fun! Drop in on Thursday, November 2 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

• Teen Time Teen Time is a place to kick 
back, meet other teens, and be yourself 
while crafting each month. Tweens and 
teens, ages 11 and up, can show up and 
participate in a variety of fun activities. Craft 
supplies will be provided. Drop in on Tues-
day, November 7th, from 4 to 6 p.m.

• Book Discussion Clubs to Meet -- 
Booked This Afternoon meets in person on 
the second Thursday of the month, Novem-
ber 9, at 2 PM. This month  This Tender Land 
by William Kent Krueger will be discussed, to 
celebrate Native American Heritage Month.

• Book Sale The Friends of the Maud 

Marks Library will hold their November 
book sale on Saturday, November 11 from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. There is a large selection 
of hardback fiction and nonfiction, as well 
as children’s books, paperbacks and other 
hidden gems. A Friends Members-Only 
preview will take place on Friday, November 
10 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. All items sell for rock 
bottom prices.

• TeenMAKER is a monthly program 
which includes exploring technology, 
science, engineering, and more. Teens and 
tweens, 6th grade and up, are invited to 
come MAKE at the library. Drop in on Tues-
day, November 14, from 4-6 p.m.

• AARP Presents: How to Choose a New 
Computer Looking for a new computer? 
Join the Maud Marks Library on Wednesday, 
November 15 at 2 PM as an AARP Digital 
Skills Professional gives an in-depth lecture 
on buying a new computer in 2023. This 
informational session addresses some of the 
most common questions surrounding how 
to choose a new computer: Where to start? 
What’s a reliable brand? How much should 
you budget? What technical specifications? 
Operating systems and a comparison of alter-
natives to the traditional computer, e.g. tab-
lets and Chromebooks, will also be covered.

Katy Branch Library announces 
November programs

The Katy branch of the Harris County 
Public Library system, 5414 Franz Road in 
Katy, announces the following events for 
November:

• Seedling Squad Toddler Story Time, 
Wednesday, November 1, 10:15 to 11:00 a.m. 
Join Seedling Squad, a toddler story time 
on the carpet in the children's section of the 
library. Come dance, sing, and grow while 
we read books together.

• Muses Across Katy- Kids Art Club, 
Monday, November 06,4:30 to 5:30 p.m., 
Join us after school from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
every 1st Monday of the month for fun art 
projects and crafts, designed for 7-11 year 
olds/2nd-5th grade children. 

• Knotty and Nice Club, Wednesday, No-
vember 08,1 to 3 p.m. Join us every Wednes-
day in the meeting room at the Katy Branch 
Library for our weekly Knotty and Nice Club 
where you can knit, crochet, craft or just 
come and socialize!.  All are welcome. 

• Katy Garden Club, Thursday, November 
09,1 to 2:00 p.m. Meet from 1pm-2pm on the 
2nd Thursday of the month in the meeting 
room at the Katy Branch Library for presen-
tations, plant and seed swaps.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

Dig World will host a "Trunk or Treat" event at Katy Mills Mall on Oct. 28 with free admission for kids who dress in a costume.

Clearly, you can make a difference!
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Sponsored by
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ofof

MEET
DECLAN!

Isn’t he adorable?  
He is a 5-year old 
Schnauzer mix.  Bring 
him home to play with 
your family TODAY.

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

Katy Cares received the Non-Profit of the Year 
for 2022 Award in August 2023 from Network 
in Action 
(NIA) for the 
ongoing and 
outstanding 
programs 
and services 
rendered to 
single-parent 
families in 
the greater 
Katy area, Fort Bend, Harris, and Waller Coun-
ties. More than 80 single parents are enrolled in 
the nonprofit organization’s “Ready, Set, Go!” 
Parenting Program. Nicole Pope, Katy Cares 
Board Member responsible for Program Support, 
handed over the Non-Profit of the Year Award to 
Dr. Harry Chapman, Chairman of the Board for 
Katy Cares.

Katy Cares will be hosting its annual gala 
Friday evening November 10 at 7:00 pm for the 
2023 Giving Hope Gala. Location: Embassy Suites, 
16435 Katy Freeway. The 2023 Giving Hope Gala 
will raise funds to empower, counsel, train, coach, 
and mentor single-parent families by helping 
them develop skills and provide the necessary 
resources to overcome trauma and loss.
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Holiday Shopping starts here!
Shop local with small businesses at Wonderland Market

October 28th • 10 am to 5 pm
Get a head start on all of your Fall & Christmas shopping and Home décor 

needs with tons of unique, handcrafted items you won’t find anywhere else!
Shop with 100+ local small businesses featuring:

Clothing boutiques • Handcrafted jewelry • Delectable sweets • Unique holiday gifts 
Home décor • One-of-a-kind crafts and artwork • Children’s gifts • And MORE!

Cinco Ranch High School | Shopping is located in the 9th Grade Center!
23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd, Katy, TX 77494

Shopping Hours: 10:00 am-5:00 pm
Admission is free, parking is free! Strollers are allowed.

homefortheholidaysgiftmarket.com

meeting, were shown. The board did 
not vote on the proposed boundaries 
at Monday’s meeting but may 
consider the proposal as an action 
item at the next meeting.

Other agenda items included 
discussion of the district’s dual 
language and bilingual programs.  
District officials said that the Texas 
Education Agency requires an annual 
report detailing the number of 
bilingual students at each campus as 
well as the classification of the primary 

language in which the students 
are proficient.  District personnel 
described the Emergent Bilingual 
(EB) enrollment in the district, citing 
23,752 EB students and recommended 
that the district seek a Bilingual 
education Exception/ESL (English as a 
Second Language) waiver application 
for the 2023-2024 school year. The 
district is seeking an exception for 
programs in 16 languages, which 
include Arabic, Farsi, French, Russian, 
Cantonese, Hindi, Korean, Portuguese, 

Vietnamese, Urdu, Mandarin, Turkish 
and others. Katy ISD has sought and 
received such waivers for the past 22 
years, presenters said.

The district is creating two pathways 
for language arts teachers to become 
ESL certified, officials said.  One of the 
pathways offers a stipend of $1000.00 
to participating teachers.

The board also heard a report on 
campus performance objectives.

The next regular board meeting is 
scheduled for October 30th.

from page A1
BOARD

United Methodist Church.
Mayor Dusty Thiele issued the following proclama-

tions at the meeting:
• Recognizing November 11, 2023 as Veterans Day.  

The proclamation was accepted by members of the 
American Legion and the VFW.

• Establishing November 3, 2023, as Texas Arbor Day 
in Katy.  The proclamation was presented to members of 
Keep Katy Beautiful.

• Establishing November 4, 2023, as America Recy-
cles Day in Katy.  The proclamation was presented to 
members of Keep Katy Beautiful.

• Recognizing November 15, 2023, as GIS Day (Geo-
graphic Information Systems) Day.  The proclamation 
was accepted by members of the city planning depart-
ment.

from page A1
CITY

Leaders,’ speaks to the awesome 
responsibility our educators take on 
every day to deliver knowledge, skills 
and mentorship to students through-
out our schools who will be leaders of 
tomorrow,” said Gregorski. “Through 
academics, extracurricular experienc-
es and community service, emerging 
leaders across our classrooms are 
being driven by the excellence their 
teachers, principals, support staff, or 
even campus namesakes and volun-
teers, have sparked in them,” he added.  

Guided by the district’s Strategic 
Plan, Katy ISD is positioned for long-
term success and continuous student 
improvement and growth, Gregorski 
said. He outlined the eight goals that 
work synergistically and safeguard the 
educational system that has been built 
in Katy ISD, which include:  

• Personalized Learning 
• Enhanced Operational Systems 
• Meaningful Student Assessments 
• Robust Digital Infrastructure 
• Teacher Recruitment and Retention 
• Advocacy for Adequate School 

Finance 
• Strategic Partnerships 
• Student and Staff Well-being  
Attracting and retaining world-class 

educators is high priority for the Board 
and administration, according the 
Gregorski. To nurture these aspiring 
educators, the district is set to launch 
the Alternative Certification Program, 
or ACP, designed to “grow-our-own” 
certified teachers. This program, which 
is expected to be a, approved by the 
Texas Education Agency (TEA) this 
school year, will provide a nontradi-
tional pathway for degreed profession-
als to transition into Katy ISD teaching 
positions. This program, along with 
the Katy Leadership Pipeline that 
provides professional development, 
growth and training opportunities for 
administrative staff, and a prioritized 
compensation plan that exceeds the 

market median for classroom teachers, 
bolsters the district’s commitment to 
recruit, train and retain the very best 
educators for its students.  

Creating safer schools and com-
munities for all Katy ISD children, 
staff and residents is of the utmost 
importance, Gregorski said. The district 
continues to build partnerships around 
emergency response protocols and in-
teragency relationships to provide safe 
learning and teaching environments 
for students and staff. The district’s 
safety protocols meet and exceed the 
recommendations outlined by the TEA 
and the Texas School Safety Cen-
ter, Gregorski said, including recent 
legislation from the state that requires 
an armed officer on each campus. He 
described the safety drills and manda-
tory training and the layered measures 
of security that exist across the district.

Gregorski also spoke about the 
forthcoming bond election.  To manage 
the district’s growth – now at over 
95,000 students and 12,000 employees 
-- the district is going out for 2023 Bond 
in this November’s election cycle. The 
Katy ISD Bond includes four Proposi-
tions that address specific needs such 
as new schools, safety and security 
upgrades, classroom and campus 
technology (including a one-to-one 
student device ratio for grades three 
through twelve), renovations to cam-
puses, component replacements for 
existing districtwide natatoriums, and 
repairs to campus athletic facilities and 
Rhodes Stadium. “The four bond prop-
ositions total $840.6 million dollars 
and represent a zero-tax rate increase,” 
said Dr. Gregorski. “You should also 
know that Katy ISD property taxes will 
decrease by 18.5 cents this coming year 
due to the property tax relief bill passed 
by the Texas Legislature,” he added.  

Despite the challenges that exist 
at the legislative level with securing 
adequate funding for public schools, 

Katy ISD remains an A+ school district 
because of what its teachers and staff 
deliver to the kids in its classrooms 
every day, Gregorski said. With massive 
increases in utility and operational ex-
penses, the Basic Allotment that funds 
every public-school child in Texas has 
remained stagnant since 2019, he said. 
“With $4 billion dollars that remain 
unspent that could directly support 
public education, these dollars would 
enable school districts like Katy to keep 
up with rising costs while continuing 
to raise the bar for student achieve-
ment, attract and retain high-qual-
ity educators, provide safe learning 
environments, and further bolster the 
economic engine of the community,” 
Gregorski said.

Other highlights presented by Gre-
gorski included:

• TEA 'A' rating
• Financial Integrity Rating System of 

Texas (FIRST)  'Superior Achievement' 
recognition (20 consecutive years)

• Forbes List of America's Best Em-
ployers in Texas title (fourth time in the 
last five years)  

• Eight  Katy ISD high schools 
among the top 17% in the United 
States, according to U.S. News and 
World Report  

• “Best Communities for Music 
Education” award from the Nation-
al Association of Music Merchants 
(named for 21 years)

• 179 student-athletes and 203 fines 
arts students who signed collegiate 
letters of intent last school year. 

In his closing remarks, Gregorski 
stated, “Katy ISD schools provide a 
world of excellence, and it is truly amaz-
ing what we have built here together for 
our children, families and community.” 
In keeping with this theme, “Together, 
we will continue to inspire excellence, 
shaping not just learners, but the lead-
ers who will light the path for genera-
tions to come,” he added.  

COURTESY KATY ISD

The Mayde Creek High School Naval ROTC presented the colors at the “State of the District” event.

from page A1
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Katy Cares voted  
Non-Profit of the Year 
by Network in Action

LOOKING FOR A PET, A HOME OR A JOB? 
DON'T MISS OUR CLASSIFIEDS!
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE KATY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Denise Pairsh Einkauf (right) of Waggin' Tails Pet Ranch, located in Fulshear six miles southwest of Katy, was honored at 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s America’s Top Small Business Awards Summit and Gala in Washington D.C. on October 
19th. Waggin' Tails Pet Ranch was the finalist from the largest region (Southwest and South-Central) out of more than 
15,700 applicants.  Matthew Ferraro (left), president and CEO of the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce, traveled to DC to 
introduce Einkauf as she received her award.  Einkauf is a past president of the chamber’s board of directors.

WAGGIN’ TAILS PET RANCH 
RECEIVES NATIONAL RECOGNITION

Carriage Inn honors centenarians
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Residents, families, and team mem-
bers at Carriage Inn Senior Living Com-
munity in Katy recently came together for 
a National Centenarian’s Day Celebration 
on Friday, September 22. 

The gathering honored seven Carriage 
Inn resident centenarians, ranging in 
age from 100 to 105 years old: Katy Cary, 
Rosa Lee Hankey, Audrey Michalk, Betty 
Schultz, Dave Spurrier, Hazel Watson, and 
Ruth Yarka. The event was coordinated 
by Carriage Inn staff and arranged as a 

celebratory luncheon for all residents, 
with an honorary head table for the seven 
centenarians. 

“There is a wealth of knowledge at this 
table with over 700 years of experience.  I 
am honored to be in their presence and 
celebrate all of these milestones with 
each of these residents,” said Tony Rivas, 
Executive Director.

In attendance at the event were special 
guests, Mayor William H. “Dusty” Thiele, 
and Mayor Pro Tem, Chris Harris, who 
offered personal recognition and official 
acknowledgement letters for the cente-

narians from the city of Katy. Along with 
the special presentation from the mayors, 
Carriage Inn’s resident choir performed 
for the occasion, singing “When You're 
Smiling” by Louis Armstrong and “Young 
at Heart” by Frank Sinatra.  Centenari-
ans were also presented with a small gift 
donated by Home Health Resources, on 
behalf of the Carriage Inn community.

Carriage Inn Katy, which offers 
independent living, assisted living, and 
memory care options for older adults,  is 
located at 1400 Katy-Flewellen Road in 
Katy.

COURTESY OF CARRIAGE INN

Seven centenarians, ranging from 100 to 105 years young, were honored 
at Carriage Inn in September.

Pedestrian crossing improvements 
initiated by Fort Bend County
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Following the recent fatal collision 
in a Mason Road crosswalk, there has 
been an increase in public concern about 
the safety of pedestrian crossings in the 
Cinco Ranch area, according to a recent 
Facebook post by the Fort Bend County 
Precinct 1 Constable’s office. 

The post states that in the days since the 
tragedy, Commissioner Vincent Morales, 
Constable Chad Norvell, Fort Bend County 
Road & Bridge and Fort Bend County Engi-
neering have been coordinating on steps to 
be taken to help maintain mobility for and 
minimize risk to all road users. 

During the week of October 13th, Road 
& Bridge worked on updating signage and 
pavement markings to be consistent with 
State law that requires drivers to stop for a 
pedestrian in a crosswalk. Specifically, the 
signs reading “YIELD here for pedestri-
ans” are being replaced with “STOP here 
for pedestrians” and the yield lines on the 
pavement are being replaced with stop 
lines.

Engineering and Road & Bridge are 
also evaluating landscaping at these 
crossings to ensure that vehicles and 
pedestrians have adequate visibility of 
each other.  County staff has also begun 
the design work to upgrade mid-block 
trail crossings on four-lane major thor-
oughfares from flashing yellow warning 
lights to HAWK signals (also referred to 
as Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons). More 
information about HAWK signals can be 
found at highways.dot.gov/.../pedestri-
an-hybrid-beacons 

Notable features of the HAWK signal 
installations will include:

• Signal heads located over the travel 
lanes, similar to full traffic signals

• Drivers receive a red indication, 
legally requiring a stop

• Pedestrians have a WALK/DON’T 
WALK countdown signal head, similar to 

full traffic signals
• Audible pedestrian pushbutton tone 

provides cue to pedestrian to push it in 
order to activate signal and cross

• Full nighttime illumination of the 
crosswalk, similar to other signalized 
intersections

• AC power for reliability in winter 
months and on cloudy days.

The upgrades will occur in stages, 
with the highest priority being given to 
the three Willow Fork trail crossings near 
school campuses:

• Mason Road near Creech Elementary
• Fry Road near Beck Junior High
• Westheimer Parkway near Williams 

Elementary
“To the best extent possible, the 

County will be making procurement and 
material decisions that will prioritize 
shortening the time until installation,” the 
post said. “Still, given the time required to 
procure equipment and obtain electrical 
service, activation of these signals is not 
anticipated until spring of 2024.”

The next immediate priority will be 
three of the Buffalo Bayou Trail crossings:

• Fry Road
• Mason Road
• Peek Road
The County has been working with the 

Willow Fork Drainage District on replac-
ing the fourth of these crossings, Cinco 
Ranch Boulevard, with a pedestrian un-
derpass. Depending on the timing of that 
project, it is possible this crossing may 
have a HAWK signal added in the interim 
as well, the post said. Additionally, the 
Engineering Department will be assessing 
other locations of high pedestrian activity 
to determine if further safety treatments 
are warranted. Contact  traffic@fbctx.
gov for any areas that need additional 
evaluation. 

Report all damaged, missing, or 
malfunctioning traffic control devices to 
FBCRB@fbctx.gov.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A new concept in self-
care will open in Katy in 
November, founded by three 
sisters who share the dream 
of bringing specialized 
relaxation treatments to the 
Katy community.

The Modern Halo Head 
Spa & Dry Bar is dedicated 
to the art of hair and scalp 
care. With a focus on relax-
ation and rejuvenation, The 
Modern Halo offers an array 
of luxurious treatments and 
exclusive membership ben-
efits to elevate the self-care 
journey.

"In my vision, we've craft-
ed a sanctuary where people 
of all walks of life, both men 
and women, can come to 
unwind, rejuvenate, and find 
respite from the stresses of 
everyday life. We're offering 
a one-of-a-kind experience 
that many may not have 
encountered before, melding 
the serenity of a spa with the 
transformative power of a 
long-lasting blowout. We aim 
to leave our clients feeling 
refreshed and empowered, 
ready to face the world as the 
best versions of themselves,” 
says Christina Batson, 
Co-founder of The Modern 
Halo Head Spa & Dry Bar.

At the heart of The 
Modern Halo Head Spa 
& Dry Bar are three dedi-
cated sisters, each with an 

impressive track record in 
the Katy community. Batson 
is a nurse practitioner who 
evolved into a serial entre-
preneur with notable busi-
nesses, such as the Founder 
of Jubilee Care Home Health 
and family-owned How-
dy’s Homemade Ice Cream 
in Katy. Nicole Brayton, 
another key figure in the 
venture, brings a wealth of 
expertise, boasting own-
ership of Scheet Happens 
Bookkeeping and Business 
Solutions and a remarkable 
15-year high school teaching 
career in Katy ISD. Adria 
Scheet, a creative force in 
the family, established the 
sister company, The Modern 
Stylists, earlier this year and 
has 27 years of experience 
as a hairstylist. Adria is a 
graduate of Katy ISD’s Miller 
Career & Technology Center.

These three enterprising 

sisters, all moms, communi-
ty leaders, and graduates of 
Mayde Creek High School, 
have come together to 
create The Modern Halo, a 
head spa and dry bar that 
reflects their passion for 
health, beauty, education, 
and entrepreneurship. Their 
collective expertise and 
dedication have shaped 
a welcoming haven for 
self-care and rejuvenation, 
firmly rooted in Katy. 

The Modern Halo Mem-
bership also brings exclusive 
discounts on signature hair 
care products and special 
offers.

 The grand opening of 
The Modern Halo will take 
place this November at 
26717 Westheimer Parkway, 
Suite 402 in Katy. For more 
information, visit www.
themodernhalo.com or call 
281-396-4474. 

Three Katy sisters to open unique 
spa focusing on head, scalp care

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HALO HEAD SPA & DRY BAR

Founded by three sisters who graduated from Mayde Creek High School, Halo Head Spa & Dry Bar offers scalp treatments as 
well as hair care.
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com

KEVIN DRURY

17 years Electricity Contract Experience | 281-630-5895 | kdrury@enerconnex.com  
Local, Live and Professional

Control your commercial energy costs and know your options

COMMUNITY & FAITH

STAFF REPORTS
Officials from Waller County will hold the last 

of four town hall meetings on the county’s forth-
coming mobility bond on October 26th from 
6 to 8 p.m. at the Waller County Justice of the 
Peace, Precinct 4, located in the Waller County 
Courthouse Annex at 32225 US Hwy 90 Business 
in Brookshire.  

The measure is on the November ballot. Early 
voting began Monday, October 23rd. Accord-
ing to a statement made by County Judge Trey 
Duhon in an August 9th meeting, this is the first 
mobility bond election ever conducted by Waller 
County. Many of the projects are in the Katy 
portion of Waller County.

“This is a referendum which, if approved, 
would give Waller County Commissioners Court 
the ability to issue up to $280M in bonds to 
finance design and construction of up to 26 var-
ious capacity, safety, joint projects with TXDOT 
and cities, and maintenance projects throughout 
Waller County over a ten (10) year period,” said 
Jeremiah Hill, Brookshire’s mayor pro tem, via 
a LinkedIn post on Monday.  “Please take an 
opportunity to learn about the mobility bond so 
your vote can be an educated one.”

For more information on the upcoming mo-
bility bond referendum, please visit the county 
website at: https://lnkd.in/gAUY7YpU.

Waller County 
to hold final 
town hall on 
mobility bond

Katy Heritage Society’s 
Vintage Carnival returns

Relive the classic carnivals 
of yesteryear at the annual 
Vintage Carnival hosted by 
the Katy Heritage Society on 
Saturday, October 28th.  This 
throwback event features all 
the classic carnival games 
and chances to win prizes, 
as well as to enjoy food and 
festivities.  Family-friendly 
and fun for all ages. The car-
nival will take place at Katy 
Heritage Park, 5990 George 

Bush Drive in Katy, from 4 to 
7 p.m. All activities subject to 
change based on volunteer 
availability.  For details and 
ticket information, go to: 
katyheritagesociety.com/
event-details/vintage-carni-
val-2023.  No refunds.

Katy Mayor Dusty Thiele (center, in 
orange) visits one of the booths at the 

2022 Vintage Carnival.
SUSAN ROVEGNO

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Lyndie Matous and her 
WoodmenLife team recently 
donated their time, their energy 
and their efforts to refurbish-
ing the vintage water feature 
at Katy Heritage Park at 5990 
George Bush Drive in Katy. 

“[The water feature] has been 
through a couple floods and 
some torrential downpours, 
droughts and freezes but that 
was no match for this group,” 
said Katy Heritage Society 
President Adrienne Davitz. 
"The entire area was neglected 
and now looks incredible. We 
cannot thank Lyndie and her 

team enough for giving back to 
the community.”

“Thank you so much for the 
opportunity to do our part in this 
community and we look forward 
to many more,” said Matous.  
“I would like to thank Logan, 
Abbott, Amanda McNeill, Trey 
McNeill, Luke, Justin Matous, 
Eric Vaughn, Zane and Asher for 
helping with this project. We had 
fun and it was rewarding seeing 
that water flow."

Nelson Water Gardens & 
Nursery donated parts for the 
pump that Matous and her 
team used to fix the water fea-
ture, which had not worked in 
over two years.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WOODMENLIFE AND KATY HERITAGE SOCIETY

Before (left) and after view of the vintage water feature at Katy Heritage Park.

WoodmenLife team refurbishes park water feature
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Katy ISD Districtwide

Future Campuses Future Programs

Proposed 2023 Bond Projects

Elementary Campus 49 Katy Plus
Behavioral Learning CenterJunior High Campus 19

4 New Schools, Purchase of School Sites, 26
Renovations & Expansions for Aging Campuses,
85 Safety & Security Upgrades, Buses, 61

Districtwide Classroom & 

Existing Districtwide Natatorium 
(Competition Swimming Pools) 

Facilities & Rhoads Stadium Repairs

New Facilities Campus Bldg Component 
Replacements 

Existing Campus 
Expansions/Renovations Technology Improvements 

Safety & Security
Improvements 

Other
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TOTAL BOND: $840.6M
ZERO TAX RATE INCREASE

Projected
Enrollment
Growth
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October 23-
November 3

November 7
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$29,875,472
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EDUCATION

Morton Ranch schools host eclipse watch party
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

On Saturday, October 14, students, staff and fami-
lies from Morton Ranch Elementary, Junior High and 
High School came together for a fun and educational 
Solar Eclipse Watch Party at Morton Ranch High 
School’s Maverick Stadium.  

 “We are so excited to welcome these communities 
for the first parent engagement event of the school 
year,” said Julie Hinson, principal of Morton Ranch 
High School. “We want to thank the district for sup-
porting the event so our students, staff and families 
can come together to learn, have fun and experience 
this rare occasion,” she added.  

The memorable event, organized by the schools 
with the support of Katy ISD, showcased student-led 
activities such as face painting, which was run by 
the Art Honor Society students, and the challenge 
of building a bottle rocket, which was facilitated by 
members of the Science Honor Society.  

The Solar Eclipse Watch Party had an impressive 
turnout with approximately 250 people in atten-
dance. To ensure safety, attendees were provided 
with eclipse-safe glasses and water. As a community 
event, all students were accompanied by a parent or 
guardian to safely enjoy the festivities.   

Students from all three Morton Ranch schools were able to safely observe 
the recent solar eclipse, using eclipse-safe glasses provided for the eclipse 
viewing party on October 14th.

COURTESY OF KATY ISD

Rhoads Elementary celebrates 
National School Lunch Week 
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 Katy ISD’s Rhoads Ele-
mentary celebrated National 
School Lunch Week on 
Friday, October 13th with a 
special event that brought 
together over 60 students, 
Superintendent of Schools 
Ken Gregorski, Trustees 
Dawn Champagne, Mary 
Ellen Cuzela and Lance Red-
mon, and representatives 
from the Texas Department 
of Agriculture and the 
Region 4 Nutrition Depart-
ment.  

The celebratory event 
showcased Rhoads Ele-
mentary’s dedication to the 
health and well-being of its 
community, representing 
Katy ISD’s commitment to 
prioritizing the nutrition-
al needs of its students, 
according to a press release 
provided by the district. 
National School Lunch 
Week is an opportunity to 
underscore the importance 

of nutritious school lunches 
in promoting the health 
and academic success of 
students.  

“Katy ISD is raising the 
bar in school lunches by of-
fering students an increase 
in the availability of locally 
grown fruits and vegetables, 
whole grains and fat-free 
and low-fat fluid milk. We 
are also effectively limiting 
fat, calories and sodium, 
striving to meet the nutri-
tional needs of students 
within their age and grade 
groups,” said Donna Pet-
tinger, Executive Director 
of Nutrition and Food 
Service. “National School 
Lunch Week is an amazing 
opportunity to educate both 
parents and students about 
the benefits of our lunch 
program,” she added.   

“Rhoads Elementary 
is proud to host such an 
important event as we pri-
oritize our students’ health 
and nutrition,” said Timothy 

Wolff, Principal of Rhoads 
Elementary. “On behalf of 
our entire community, I 
want to thank Dr. Gregorski, 
the Katy ISD Board mem-
bers, and the representatives 
from the Texas Department 
of Agriculture and Region 
4 for their support and 
attendance at today’s event,” 
he added.  

The Nutrition and Food 
Service Department of the 
Katy Independent School 
District promotes healthy 
eating by providing nutri-
tious meals to the students, 
teachers, staff and visiting 
patrons of the district. The 
focus is on enhancing the 
diet of the community by 
offering nutritious choices 
and by providing nutrition 
education that will help 
students form healthy habits 
that last a lifetime. Since Au-
gust 16, 2023, the Katy ISD 
Nutrition and Food Service 
Department has served 2.3 
million meals.  

COURTESY OF KATY ISD

School board trustee Mary Ellen Cuzela joined Rhoads Elementary School students in celebrating National School Lunch week 
on October 13th.

Culinary students to make, sell 
Thanksgiving treats for fundraiser
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Culinary students will be busy 
making everyone’s favorite goodies 
for Thanksgiving this year. The event 
– which is a fundraiser for culinary stu-
dents’ activities – features the following 
items available for purchase, according 
to the school’s Facebook page:

• Pumpkin bread, $7.00
• Pumpkin pie, $15.00
• Cranberry orange custard pie, $20.00

• Pumpkin cream cheese roll, $25.00
• One dozen dinner rolls, $10.00
• Fresh cranberry relish, $10.00
Cash or credit are accepted.  Pre-or-

ders are NOT being accepted this year.  
The sale will take place at the Miller 
Career & Technology Center campus at 
1734 Katyland Drive on November 15th 
from 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and on Novem-
ber 16th from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

For more information, go to face-
book.com/mctcculinaryarts.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT
 
The Katy ISD Education Foundation 

announces this year's annual Fireflies & 
Foodtrucks fundraising event on Thursday, 
November 9, from 6 to 9 p.m. at Katy’s No La-
bel Brewery, 5351 1st Street in Katy. The event 
will feature live entertainment by The Pictures 
Band plus all-access to Houston-area food 
trucks and award-winning No Label brews.

“The Katy ISD Education Foundation 
celebrated a spectacular milestone this year 
with $3 million awarded in eleven years of 
Inspiring Imagination teacher grants,” said a 
press release from the Foundation. “Fireflies 
& Foodtrucks and its proceeds play a key 
role in reaching these milestones and will 
continue to garner much-needed support 
as the foundation’s grant program expands.” 
The foundation’s 12th grant cycle begins this 

fall, awarding grants to teachers in May 2024.  
Admission for the event is $65 per person, 

paid in advance, and covers all food and bev-
erage costs.  For an additional $25 per person, 
guests can also purchase limited edition VIP 
Bar Experience tickets providing access to an 
exclusive selection of No Label brews. Groups 
of 6 can purchase tickets together to get a 10% 
discount with the code partypack23. 

Early event sponsors include Title 
Sponsor, VLK Architects; Brazos Valley 
Schools Credit Union, Rotary Club of Katy, 
Thompson & Horton, Memorial Hermann, 
PBK, Stewart Builders, Inc., Dally + Asso-
ciates – Kirksey, HKS, Inc., DBR, Inc., Matt 
Schomburg/Matt Schomburg State Farm, 
Stantec, Arcadis, Climatec, LLC, Hartigen 
Solutions LLC, Tarkett, Pfluger Architects, S 
& G Engineering Consultants LLC, Rogers 
Morris & Grover, Shelley Keating, Dunaway 
– BEC. Additional sponsorship opportunities 
are available as of press time. 

 For information, contact the Katy ISD 
Education Foundation at 281-396-6031, or 
at foundation@katyisd.org.  To purchase 
tickets, go to linktr.ee/katyisdedfound.

Tickets on sale now for fall 
celebration November 9th 
at No Label Brewery

Katy ISD Education Foundation 
announces Fireflies & Foodtrucks  
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Scores
• Katy 42, Cinco Ranch 13
• Taylor 30, Jordan 24
• Tompkins 45, Mayde Creek 16
• Paetow 35, Seven Lakes 11

Thursday
• Jordan vs. Tompkins, 6:30 p.m., 
  Rhodes Stadium
• Mayde Creek vs. Morton Ranch, 7:15 p.m., 
  Legacy Stadium

Friday
• Paetow vs. Taylor, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
• Katy vs. Seven Lakes, 7:15 p.m., Legacy 
  Stadium

BI-DISTRICT

Date and Times TBD
• Cinco Ranch vs. Fort Bend Travis
• Tompkins vs. George Ranch
• Seven Lakes vs. Fort Bend Austin
• Jordan vs. Ridge Point

SCHEDULES

WEEK OF OCTOBER 27 

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

SCORES &

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The University Interscholastic 
League legislative council finished up 
its fall meetings last week and denied, 
rejected or decided to take no action 
on a number of proposals, including 
those about adding new UIL sanc-
tioned sports.

The members of the committee 
decided against adding boys volley-
ball, lacrosse for boys or girls and girls 
flag football as sanctioned sports. The 
explanation for it was that the numbers 
wouldn’t justify the split. Twenty-six 
states have added lacrosse and the 
sport is growing, but the committee 
decided that demand for the sport 
is not at a level yet in Texas where it 
would require the UIL to address it.

The UIL also declined proposals 
that would move soccer to the fall and 
volleyball to the spring in the athletic 
calendar, splitting up Class 1A and 
Class 2A baseball and the addition 
of wheelchair tennis as a sanctioned 
sport.

While the UIL declined to advance 
those proposals, they also passed 
a number of amendments as well. 
The council approved amendments 
that increased the officials’ fee for 
softball and baseball tournaments, 
another that allows basketball teams 
to participate in three games during 

UIL declines 
proposals to 
add girls flag 
football, boys 
volleyball

See UIL, page B3

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy’s backfield has found its 
rhythm lately. 

The Tigers have had to shuffle 
things in the backfield this year as 
they dealt with injuries but as the sea-
son has gone along the position has 
become more and more solidified.

The constant was always Chase 
Johnsey. A three year letterman, the 
fullback has taken it on himself to 
help lead the group that has had new 
players step up into the running back 
role. Johnsey leads by example as 
well, selflessly blocking and opening 

up space for the back behind him.
Behind him, it’s been Tremayne 

Hill who has stepped to the forefront 
and showed his worth since injuries 
hit the position. It took time but the 
sophomore has completely settled in 
and grown as district has gone along.

That growth and the strength 
of the backfield was on full display 
on Thursday, with the duo of Hill 
and Johnsey combining for four 
touchdowns and over 200 yards 
rushing, leading the Tigers to a 42-13 
win over Cinco Ranch (5-4, 4-3) with 
Katy improving to 7-1 and 6-0 in 

Katy run game leads way 
in win over Cinco Ranch

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins' lines on both 
sides of the ball have started 
to click.

The Falcons had strug-
gled early in the season, but 
have really hit their stride 
over the past few weeks, 
and a lot of that success has 
come from the work of the 
big boys up front on both 
sides of the ball. 

That dominance up front 
has led to a four game win-
ning streak for the Falcons 
and it was on full display on 
Friday as Tompkins (5-3, 
4-2) topped Mayde Creek (3-
6, 2-5) to bring themselves a 
step closer to the playoffs in 
a very competitive District 
19-6A. 

“We just take things one 
game at a time and focus on 

getting better every single 
day of the week,” said senior 
defensive end Rotimi Olay-
inka. “We had to raise our 
level from the start of the 
season and we’ve just built 
on that every time we go out 
there. We want to get better 
and keep pushing towards 
the playoffs.”

The Falcons came out 
and committed to the run 
game from the opening 
kickoff and it paid off.

Caleb Blocker opened 
the scoring on a 3-yard run 
early in the first quarter 
and Mayde Creek almost 
answered back, taking a long 
drive into Falcons territo-
ry, but a blocked field goal 
attempt gave it back to the 
Falcons and Wyatt Young 
made it a two score game on 

Tompkins tops 
Mayde Creek, inches 
closer to playoff spot

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Wyatt Young hurdles a defender during Friday's game between Tompkins and Mayde Creek at Rhodes 
Stadium. See TOMPKINS, page B3

See KATY, page B3

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Chase Johnsey runs into the endzone during Thursday's game between Katy and Cinco Ranch at Legacy Stadium.

Israel Olotu-Judah and Cade McCall celebrate after a 
touchdown during Thursday's game between Katy and 
Cinco Ranch at Legacy Stadium.
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Your Productivity is Your Business.  Your Convenience is Ours.

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

ApexExecutiveSuites.com  •  281-363-1336

 Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
 Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
 Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307 ApexExecutiveSuites

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for 
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their 
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers 
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote 
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
• Staffed Reception Area
• Copy / Scan / Fax Access
• High Speed Internet
• Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

• Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
   Drinks
• Conference Rooms & Day Office
   Rental

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Cinco Ranch has wanted this all year.
The Cougars have been working 

towards a number of goals, but at the 
front of them was finishing of the District 
19-6A season with an undefeated district 
record.

Cinco Ranch (32-5, 16-0) had an 
opportunity to accomplish that goal on 
Tuesday and didn’t let it slip through its 
fingers, despite going up against a talent-
ed and motivated Seven Lakes (25-15, 
12-4) squad, beating the Spartans three 
sets to one (20-25, 26-24, 25-20, 25-21) 
and finishing off the regular season on 
the right note.

“I can’t even put into words what this 
means to us,” said senior middle blocker 
Emily Killam. “I wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect coming into the season because we 
lost a big piece. But these girls, especially 
the outsides have stepped up so much 
and been such powerhouses. We came 
together and molded together as a team 
and it’s been amazing. It’s a feeling like 
nothing else I’ve ever experienced.”

The Cougars fell behind early in the 
first set and had to battle back into it. 
Seven Lakes led 17-11, Cinco trimmed 
the lead but the Spartans still took the 
first set 25-20. Cinco bounced back to 
take the lead in the second set, but Seven 
Lakes answered at every opportunity. 
The set was tied a number of times and it 
could have gone either way before Cinco 
Ranch pulled out the win 26-24 to get 
back even.

“This prepares us and is exactly what 
we needed heading into playoffs,” said 
Cinco Ranch head coach Danielle Wells. 
“We’re going to come across some good 
competition in the playoffs and you have 
to be in the right mindset. This will get 
us there and gets our heads and mental 
game stronger.”

The Cougars started to pull away in 
the third set and led most of the way. 
They gained an early lead before Seven 
Lakes tied things at 19, but Cinco came 
right back to win it 25-20. The fourth set 
was just as close, but the Cougars again 
found a way, pulling away to seal the set 

and match by winning 25-21.
“We’ve gone through ups and downs 

this season but we’ve been together 
through all of it, found a way to get 
through anything and we’ve come to-
gether and won,” said junior setter Kassie 
O’Brien. “Everyone on this team just 
works so hard in practice and it’s gotten 
us to where we are today. We’re district 
champs and that’s a great feeling.”

But while this was goal number one 
for the Cougars, it was far from their only 
goal. Cinco Ranch made it all the way to 

the Region III-6A Final last season before 
falling to Tompkins, and this group is out 
to go on another deep playoff run and 
potentially further. Cinco will face Fort 
Bend Travis in the bi-district round.

“It’s great, but we’re not done yet. We 
still have playoffs and we have business 
to take care of in front of us,” O’Brien 
said. “We’re so motivated. We know that 
this could be a special year and every 
single one of us is pushing each other. 
We’re excited and we are going to be 
ready come next week.”

FINAL VOLLEYBALL STANDINGS

	 Team	 W	 L	 District W	 District L
1	 Cinco Ranch	 32	 5	 16	 0
2	 Tompkins	 28	 9	 14	 2
3	 Seven Lakes	 25	 15	 12	 4
4	 Jordan	 27	 14	 10	 6
5	 Katy	 17	 23	 8	 8
6	 Taylor	 21	 21	 6	 10
7	 Paetow	 12	 27	 4	 12
8	 Mayde Creek	 7	 30	 2	 14
9	 Morton Ranch	 5	 31	 0	 16

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The four teams heading to the volleyball 
playoffs out of District 19-6A were set after the 
final day of the regular season Tuesday, with 
some intriguing matchups lurking in the  
bi-district round.

Cinco Ranch took the first seed out of district 
after finishing off an undefeated district season, 
going 16-0 and only dropping six sets in district 
play. Tompkins, last year's district champion 
and state runner up, took second with a 13-2 re-
cord in district play, only losing to Cinco Ranch. 
Seven Lakes finished third with a 12-4 district 
record, as they only lost to the top two teams 
and Jordan took the fourth and final playoff spot 
by going 10-6 in district play, beating everyone 
below them but not being able to take games off 
the top three.

Cinco Ranch will go up against Fort Bend 
Travis in the first round, as finishing first netted 
them the fourth place finisher out of District 
20-6A. The Tigers have a record of 15-15 on the 
season and finished 10-5 in district play. Cinco 
Ranch will enter that match as heavy favorites 
and will be determined to go on another deep 
run after reaching the Region III-6A Final.

Tompkins' matchup will be against George 
Ranch, a side that has been successful this year. 
The Longhorns finished the regular season with 
a 24-16 record while going 12-4 in district play. 
The Falcons made it all the way to the state final 
last year before falling in three sets to Keller 
and will be looking to start their playoff run 
on a similarly strong note as they look to go on 
another deep run.

Seven Lakes will go up against a strong Fort 
Bend Austin team in the bi-district round after fin-
ishing third. The Bulldogs come into the matchup 
as the second seed out of their district and went 
27-15 in the regular season with a 13-3 record 
in district play, dominating the district with sets 
won to lost. Seven Lakes comes into the playoffs 
determined and will be in the same situation they 
were in last season after finishing third. Last year 
the Spartans made it to the second round before 
falling to Stratford in five sets and they will be 
trying to push even further this year.

Jordan will be up against one of the strongest 
teams in the Houston area when the Warriors 
take on Ridge Point in the first round. Ridge 
Point finished first in its district, with an overall 
record of 30-13 while going 15-1 in district play. 
The Panthers are also riding a nine game win 
streak heading into the matchup. For the War-
riors this is their first ever playoff appearance 
and they will look to challenge a very good team 
in Ridge Point.

Katy finished in fifth place in district 19-6A, 
while Taylor finished sixth, Paetow finished sev-
enth, Mayde Creek finished eighth and Morton 
Ranch finished ninth. 

Katy ISD 
volleyball 

playoff field set

Cinco Ranch tops Seven Lakes, 
clinches unbeaten district title

TYLER TYRE

Simone Romriell sets a pass during Tuesday’s match between Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes at the Cinco Ranch gym.

Left: Seven Lakes players try to block a Makenna Loo 
attempt during Tuesday’s match between Cinco Ranch 
and Seven Lakes at the Cinco Ranch gym. Above: 
Makenna Loo spikes a ball during Tuesday’s match 
between Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes at the Cinco Ranch 
gym. Below: Cinco Ranch players celebrate after winning 
a set during Tuesday’s match between Cinco Ranch and 
Seven Lakes at the Cinco Ranch gym.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

TYLER TYRE

Gracie Hobin blocks a kill attempt during Tuesday’s match 
between Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes at the Cinco Ranch gym.



a 55-yard touchdown run. 
The Falcons went to work in the second 

quarter after the Young touchdown run. 
Blocker scored twice in the quarter, on runs 
of 32 and two yards and Mayde Creek was 
only able to respond with a field goal as 
time expired in the half as the Falcons took 
a 28-3 lead into the locker room.

Blocker finished the game with 12 runs 
for 108 yards and three rushing touchdowns 
while Young added 114 yards on the ground 
and a score, also throwing for 131 yards in 
the win.

“It’s really important for us that we come 
out and establish the run the way we did to-
day,” said senior offensive lineman Ashton 
Funk. “Getting Wyatt Young back has been 
so great for us — he’s such a dynamic player 
for us along with Caleb Blocker and we as 
an offensive line just try to create as much 

space as we can for those two. It’s us five 
against them and we know if we’re able to 
do our jobs that those two will make plays 
happen every time.”

Blocker added to the lead in the pass 
game in the third quarter, taking a handoff 
before completing a jump pass for a touch-
down to Rhys Phillips. The Rams got their 
first touchdown of the day on the ensuing 
kickoff that Daylin Robinson took 78 yards 
for a score. 

The backups came in in the fourth and 
Tompkins added one more touchdown 
from Ronnie Quinn on a 9-yard run before 
Christian Bradford answered back with a 
1-yard score of his own. Williams Duncan 
sealed things with a 20-yard field goal late 
in the fourth as Tompkins never let the 
Rams back in the game. 

“After the first few drives I think the guys 

really settled in and played well,” said Tomp-
kins head coach Todd McVey. “They under-
stood the little nuances and different things 
that Mayde Creek was doing and the speed 
that they play with. It’s a team you have to 
have really good communication against and 
I think the guys did a good job of that and we 
finally fit our fits the way we should. It just 
got better as things went along.”

The win sets up a huge game for the 
Falcons against Jordan, as the Warriors also 
sit at 4-2 in district play. The winner of the 
game would clinch a playoff spot while the 
loser would face a tougher task heading into 
the last week of the regular season. 

“We’re going to enjoy this one first, 
but we have to be ready,” McVey said. “It’s 
Monday first so that’s where we’re going to 
start and you just have to take it day by day 
from there.”
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LOCAL AUTHOR BOB DOLL
COACHES ON CREATIVITY

First published in 2021, Shut Up 
and Draw: A Journey to Creativity is 
a book about how anyone can be 
creative in whatever they’re doing. 
You don’t have to be an artist. 
The book tells a story about 
how drawing is just one way to 
explore one’s own creative
endeavors with information 
about:

• How upbringing can
  influence your creativity
• How challenging long held traditions can be beneficial
  to your creativity
• How looking at things differently can reveal hidden
  treasures
• The creativeness of journaling
• How you’re not locked into a mindset
• and more

The book is loaded with the author’s own humorous
illustrations to enhance your reading experience. Bob
represents himself as an artist/writer who emphasizes
creativity is for everyone regardless of your stage in life.

Available on Amazon: Shut Up and Draw: A Journey to 
Creativity

For more information, contact Bob at bob@bobdoll.com

the Thanksgiving break if 
they don’t participate in 
tournaments, another that 
changes the number of 
teams that advance in each 
event of the regional tennis 
tournament in state to the 
top three, another that gives 
coaches the opportunity to 

put two of their students 
in a UIL approved all-
star game and a final 
that brought the UIL in 
alignment with the United 
States Golf Association with 
what electronic equipment 
can be used during 
tournaments.
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District 19-6A play on the 
year.

“It’s a whole team effort,” 
Hill said. “The guys up front 
gave us some big holes to-
night and then Chase always 
leads me right into the hole 
and gives me great blocks. 
I just have gotten more 
comfortable and better about 
hitting the hole and trying to 
get as many yards as I can. 
It’s been so fun learning with 
these guys.”

Hill would finish the 
game with 170 yards rushing 
while Johnsey came away 
with 54, but it was Cinco that 
jumped ahead early. The 
Cougars stopped Katy on 
its opening drive and then 
Superior Hill made a huge 
play, blocking a field goal 
attempt before grabbing the 
loose ball and returning it 75 
yards for a touchdown to put 
Cinco ahead.

After the slow start, Katy 
bounced back in the second 
quarter. The Tigers took their 
first lead of the game early 
in the quarter on a Johnsey 
38-yard run before doubling 
their lead on the team's next 
drive with Hill running in an 
11-yard touchdown. Katy got 
the ball back late in the half 
and put a stamp on the lead 
by getting another touch-
down on a 19-yard pass from 
Nelson to Israel Olotu-Judah, 
as Katy led 21-6 going into 
the half.

“Chase is such a big part 
in what we do on offense 
and what’s special about 
him is how unselfish he is,” 
said Katy head coach Gary 
Joseph. “Both he and his 
brother are good high school 
football players and I’m 
thankful they’re on our side 
because you don’t have to 
convince them to work hard. 
That’s part of their DNA and 
it’s neat to have twin brothers 
that both embody that.”

Katy came out and kept 
doing the same thing in 
the second half. The Tigers 
drove down the field on the 
opening drive of the half and 
got into the endzone on a 
38-yard pass from Nelson to 
Olotu-Judah and added to 
it at the end of the quarter 
when Johnsey scored on a 
run from 2-yards out.

Cinco got its first offen-

sive score in the fourth quar-
ter, when Davis Roup threw 
a 4-yard touchdown pass 
to Gavin Beavers, but Katy 
came right back with the 
answer, scoring just a minute 
later on a Hill 4-yard run, and 
the Tigers held the lead the 
rest of the way to increase the 
team’s district win streak to 
23 games.

“The whole reason for 
our growth as an offense is 
because of practice,” Johnsey 
said. “That’s what it comes 
down to and we’ve worked 
hard every day to get here. 
We came together as a team 
and had a goal to get better 
week by week. I’m glad it’s 
paying off.”

The Katy defense was a 
huge part of the win as well 
and held Cinco to under 200 
yards of total offense. Katy 
will play Seven Lakes next 
before closing out the year 
against Taylor.

“We knew that we had to 
start reestablishing ourselves 
up front on defense and the 
guys did that well today,” Jo-
seph said. “We’re finally get-
ting back healthy there and 
that’s helped us immensely. 
Our linebackers at the begin-
ning of the year were trying 
so hard to do everything and 
now they’re settling in and 
doing their jobs. We did a 
better job of tackling tonight 
and overall it was a really 
good performance by those 
guys up front.”

KATY 42, CINCO RANCH 13
Cinco Ranch	 6	 0	 0	 7	  --	 13
Katy		  0	 21	 14	 7	  --	 42

First quarter
CR: Superior Hill 75 field goal block return, 
1:52

Second quarter
K: Chase Johnsey 38 (Hunter Ondrush kick) 
11:16
K: Tremayne Hill 11 run (Ondrush kick) 6:21
K: Gunner Nelson 19 pass to Israel Olotu-
Judah (Ondrush kick) 0:23

Third quarter
K: Nelson 38 pass to Israel Olotu-Judah 
(Ondrush kick) 8:42
K: Johnsey 2 run (Ondrush kick) 0:47

Fourth quarter
CR: Davis Roup 4 pass to Gavin Beavers (Noah 
Machart kick) 9:06
K: Hill 4 run (Ondrush kick) 7:45

 
Team stats

 	 C. RANCH	 KATY
  First downs	 8	 16
  Yards rushing	 23-12	 33-233
  Yards passing	 171	 145
  Passes	 18-25-1-0	 10-14-2-0
  Punts	 3-20	 1-49
  Fumbles-lost	 1-0	 0-0
  Penalty-yards	 3-24	 5-55

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing – Katy: Tremayne Hill, 28-170-2; 
Chase Johnsey, 4-54-2; Gunner Nelson, 1-9; 
Cinco Ranch: Marcus Gadlin, 4-44; Tessiah 
Young, 8-15; Taytum Johnson, 1-1; Davis 
Roup, 5-(-48);

Passing – Katy: Gunner Nelson, 10-14-
145-2-0; Cinco Ranch: Davis Roup, 17-23-171-
1-0;

Receiving – Katy: Israel Olotu-Judah, 2-57-
2; Cade McCall, 4-44; Colton Sanders, 1-29; 
Jon Stephens, 1-9; Luke Carter, 1-8; Tremayne 
Hill, 1-(-2); Cinco Ranch: Gavin Beavers, 7-65-
1; Drew Tureau, 2-50; Taytum Johnson, 4-28; 
Matthew Courtois, 2-27; Tessiah Young, 3-1;
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Above: Gunner Nelson 
waits for the snap 
during Thursday's 
game between Katy 
and Cinco Ranch at 
Legacy Stadium. Left: 
Tremayne Hill runs the 
ball during Thursday's 
game between Katy 
and Cinco Ranch at 
Legacy Stadium.
DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO 
THE KATY TIMES

TOMPKINS 45, MAYDE CREEK 16
Mayde Creek	 0	 3	 6	 7	  --	 16
Tompkins		  7	 21	 14	 3	  --	 45

First quarter
T: Caleb Blocker 3 run (William Duncan) 9:00

Second quarter
T: Wyatt Young 55 run (Duncan kick) 11:21
T: Blocker 32 run (Duncan kick) 7:26
T: Blocker 2 run (Duncan kick) 2:05
MC: Michael Garcia 26 kick, 0:00

Third quarter
T: Blocker 2 pass to Rhys Phillips (Duncan kick) 
2:30
MC: Daylin Robinson 78 kickoff return, 2:17
T: Ronnie Quinn 9 run (Duncan kick) 1:26

Fourth quarter
MC: Christian Bradford 1 run (Garcia kick) 8:11
T: William Duncan 20 field goal, 2:25

 
Team stats

 	 MAYDE CREEK	
TOMPKINS
  First downs	 14	 12
  Yards rushing	 33-151	 24-295
  Yards passing	 73	 133
  Passes	 9-18-0-2	 6-8-1-0
  Punts	 1-57	 1-35
  Fumbles-lost	 0-0	 1-1
  Penalty-yards	 6-47	 4-30

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing – Tompkins: Wyatt Young, 4-114-1; 
Caleb Blocker, 12-108-3; Ronnie Quinn 5-66; 
William Sweet, 2-4; Justin Thierheimer, 1-3; 
Mayde Creek: Christian Bradford, 12-74-1; Trey 
Williams, 10-29; Tavious Mitchell, 7-26; Chad 
Nelson, 3-18;

Passing – Tompkins: Wyatt Young, 5-7-131-
0-0; Caleb Blocker 1-1-2-1-0; Mayde Creek: Trey 
Williams, 7-13-76-0-0; Cole Jensen, 2-5-24-0-2;

Receiving – Tompkins: Dylan Rodriguez, 
2-46; Adebisi Bello, 1-45; Dante Johnson, 
1-32; Jhase McMillan, 1-6; Rhys Phillips, 1-2-1; 
Mayde Creek: Chad Nelson, 2-43; Tavious 
Mitchell 2-24; JJ Graves, 3-12; Cole Jensen, 
1-11; Dylan Rodriguez, 1-10; 

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Above left: Ronnie Quinn celebrates with Michael Anderson and Erben Birkhoff after scoring a touchdown during Friday's game between Tompkins and Mayde Creek at Rhodes Stadium. 
Above right: Dylan Rodriguez catches a pass during Friday's game between Tompkins and Mayde Creek at Rhodes Stadium.
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ARE YOU ADVERTISING?
Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.
To advertise, call us at

281-391-3141
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SENIOR REP TERORTER

Harris and Fort Bend counties bo hth

extended their relevant mask orders for 

businesses to require all staff and visitor

to their establishments wear face masks

to help stop the spread of theSARS-CoV

virus which causes COVID-19 , among

other restrictions Tuesday afternoon. F

BeBend has extended its order through J

County m
Medical professionals throughout the Katy area are recommendi

households such as on trips to the grocery store in order to redu

VID-19 CCURCURCURU VVVEB LALL TSTSTRIKRIKRIKES S ESE MLMLB

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

thekatytimes

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Katy The Katy 

TimesTimes
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!
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VGM PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 
Now Hiring! Main-
tenance Pay de-
pends on experi-
ence. Katy, TX 
Submit resumes 
to dlindsey@vgm 
mgt.com

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a
Wine and Beer Retailer’s
Permit (BG) and a Brewpub
License (BP) by Project Halo
Brewing, LLC, to be located at
6510 Farm to Market 359 Suite
300, Fulshear, Fort Bend County,
Texas. Officers of said Limited 
Liability Company are Steve 
Mendez, Owner of Project Halo 
Brewing.

Katy ISD Provides Evaluations
for Students

 with Suspected Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Department of
Special Education provides evaluations for students with
suspected disabilities to identify every student with a
disability living within the district’s boundaries. These 
evaluations are designed to help identify children who may 
qualify for the district’s special education or Section 504 
program.

Students with all categories of disabilities between the 
ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to ensure 
their success in school. These services and supports may 
be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 
Special Education services are also available to children 
who are visually and/or auditory impaired starting at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be challenged with 
a disability, please contact the Katy ISD Department of 
Special Education at 281-396-2066. The Department of 
Special Education will coordinate efforts to evaluate the 
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided 
with supports and services needed to obtain academic and 
non-academic benefit. Please do not hesitate to call should 
you have any questions.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
employer. The Board of Trustees, and its agents, officers, 
and staff members shall not discriminate based on gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION BY

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT TO 
REVISE A SUBDIVISION PLAT 

FILED FOR RECORD WITH THE
COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION:  Tanya Coury, owner, requests to revise
Lots 3 & 5, of Briarmeadow Subdivision, Sec 1. The
revision will create 4 Lots from existing Lots 3 & 5.
The new lots will be 3n, 3s, 5n, & 5s. Briarmeadow
Subdivision, Sec 1 is in the George A Dennett Survey,
Abstract No. 123, recorded in Vol 357, Pg 485 of the W.C.D.R.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the 
applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during 
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on November 
15, 2023, 9:00am at the Waller County Courthouse, 836 
Austin St., Hempstead, Texas, 77445.

October 19 
Puzzle Answers

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to satisfy landlord’s 
lien.

Sale to be held ONLINE at storagetreasures.com

The facility is Fairfield Mini Storage 20131 Schiel Rd,
Cypress, Texas 77433. Bidding will open at 10:00 am on 
November 2, 2023, and end at 12:00 pm on November 8, 
2023. Cleanup and removal deposit will be required. The 
seller reserves the right to withdraw the property at any 
time before the sale ends. Unit items are sold as-is to the 
highest bidder for cash. The property includes contents 
of space of the following tenants: Heather Gartman, Paul 
Beisert.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Request for Competitive Sealed Proposal.  Harris County 
Emergency Services District No. 48 is accepting Request 
for Competitive Sealed Proposals for concrete pavement 
work located at Fire Station 3. The Proposal is due no later
than Tuesday, November 14th at 12:00 p.m. at Martinez
Architects, LP 900 Rockmead, Suite 250, Kingwood, TX 
77339. The Request for Competitive Sealed Proposal will 
be utilized pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 775, 
Texas Health & Safety Code and Ch. 2269, Subchapter 
D, Texas Government Code. For additional information
regarding this project, please contact Mr. Ricardo Martinez
(ricardom@martinez-architects.com, 281-800-1023).
Request for Proposals may be reviewed or requested from 
Martinez Architects, made available from Associated
General Contractors, McGraw Hill Construction/Dodge, 
Virtual Builders Exchange.

281-391-3141
debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

katytimes.com

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Oct. 22-28, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

CELL PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

  WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Call today to discuss your advertising plan.
281-391-3141

HOW TO KILL A BUSINESS
IN TEN EASY STEPS

Call today to discuss your advertising plan

1. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just pretend everybody know what 

you have to off er.

2. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself you just don’t have the 

time to spend thinking about promoting your business.

3. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just assume everybody knows what 

you sell.

4. DON’T ADVERTISE. Convince yourself that you’ve been in 

business so long customers will automatically come to you.

5. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that there are new potential 

customers who would do business with you if they were 

urged to do so.

6. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have a competition 

trying to attract your customers away from you.

7. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself it costs too much to 

advertise and that you don’t get enough out of it.

8. DON’T ADVERTISE. Overlook the fact that advertising is an 

invesement in selling - not an expense.

9. DON’T ADVERTISE. Be sure not to provide an adequate 

advertising budget for your business.

10. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have to keep 

reminding your establised customers that you appreciate 

their business.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
281-391-3141
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
BUSINESS SERVICESAUTOMOBILES

CARS ARE CHEAPER OUT WEST!CARS ARE CHEAPER OUT WEST!

4062 NE I 10 Frontage Rd, Sealy, TX • 979-987-7900

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Mailboxes And Much More!

23144 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Suite B
Katy, TX 77494 | 281.396.4773

23144 Cinco Ranch Boulevard Suite B 
Katy, TX 77494

281.396.4773

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Fax, and Lamination Services.

Virtual and Physical Mailbox.

 

 Go to KatyTimes.com and click the SUBSCRIBE button in the top-right
    corner
OR
 Call 281-391-3141
OR
 Mail your name, address and payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678, Katy,
    Tx 77492-0678

STAY AHEAD
OF THE
GAME
With news and sports
coverage from the

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
JUST $35.00 per YEAR!

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Thursday
Jordan (6-2, 4-2) vs. Tompkins (5-3, 4-2), 

6:30 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Tompkins 65, Jordan 14
• It’ll be the biggest game of the season 

for both Jordan and Tompkins on Thursday 
as the two teams will battle in a game that 
could decide the fates of their season. 

The winner of the game puts themselves 
in prime position to seal a playoff spot, but 
the loser would have their playoff chances 
taken out of their hands and have to hope 
on other results. For both programs it’s a 
huge one. Jordan is trying to earn its first 
ever playoff berth while Tompkins is trying 
to reach the postseason for the sixth straight 
year.

Jordan comes off a loss to Taylor in what 
was a wild game that came down to the wire. 
Colin Willetts did everything he could to try 
and get the Warriors into the win column, 
throwing for 345 yards and three touch-
downs, but also throwing two interceptions, 
while Andrew Marsh had 130 yards receiving 
and three touchdowns. Tanner West had 98 
yards receiving and 29 yards rushing and 
Deacon Stanfield had 75 yards receiving. 
But the Jordan defense struggled with some 
unlucky breaks as Taylor’s four completions 
went for 151 yards and the Mustangs were 
able to get timely points.

The Falcons meanwhile come off a 
dominant win where they stretched their 
winning streak to four games against Mayde 
Creek. Everything was going for the Falcons 
in the win, Wyatt Young looked fresh and 
100%, rushing for 114 yards on just four 
carries and adding 131 yards in the air, while 
Caleb Blocker had 108 yards in the win as 
well. The defense was just as influential in 
the win, limiting Mayde Creek to under 250 
yards and not ever allowing the Rams into 
the game.

It will be a game of different strengths. 
Tompkins has a huge advantage in the 
trenches and will try to pound the ball and 
assert the run game while not allowing Jor-
dan to get anything going in their run game. 
The Warriors meanwhile will try and attack 
with their skill players and get down the 
field. But on defense they will have to be up 
to the task and slow down Wyatt Young and 
Caleb Blocker.

Mayde Creek (3-6, 2-5) vs. Morton Ranch 
(1-7, 1-5), 7:15 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last year: Morton Ranch 47, Mayde 
Creek 10

• Mayde Creek and Morton Ranch are 
both out of the playoff hunt, but it will has 
the makings of a good contest on Thursday 
as the two meet, with both trying to get back 
in the win column and get their seasons on a 
good note towards the end.

Morton Ranch comes off a bye week and 
will be refreshed coming into this game. 
Despite their record, the Mavericks have 

been in most of their games this season and 
have things to build off of as they try to turn 
being competitive into a win. Mike Gerald 
has been huge for the Mavericks all season 
and has kept them in games offensively 
and Ryan Hall is a threat in the run game. 
The Mavericks' defense has continued to 
improve throughout the year and they are 
set up to make it a good game.

The Rams meanwhile come off a loss 
to Tompkins where they weren’t able to 
get things going on either side of the ball. 
Mayde Creek was led by Christian Bradford 
offensively, who ran for 74 yards and a score, 
while Trey Williams ran for 29 yards and 
Tavious Mitchell ran for 26 yards. Nelson 
added 43 yards receiving while Mitchell had 
24, with Williams throwing for 76 yards. The 
defense wasn’t able to stop the run or pass 
though, giving up 295 yards on the ground 
and 133 through the air.

The Rams and Mavericks will have dif-
ferent goals heading into this game in how 
they want to attack each other. The Rams will 
try to get the intermediate game going and 
use RPOs to their advantage. The Mavericks 
meanwhile will try to pound the ball and 
hope that opens up the play action game 
for deep shots. The Rams' defense will have 
to hone in on the run and slow that down 
first, while Morton’s defense will have to 
have good communication playing against 
an offense that uses lots of motion and 
misdirection.

Friday
Paetow (1-7, 1-5) vs. Taylor (5-3, 5-1),  

6:30 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Paetow 40, Taylor 10
• Paetow and Taylor come into their 

matchup on Friday on opposite ends of the 
district, but with both coming off a win and 
combining for a matchup that could be com-
petitive.

Paetow’s defense has slowly turned into 
one of the district’s best as the season has 
gone on and things finally came together 
for the Panthers' first win of the season last 
week against Seven Lakes. It was a game 
won in all three phases. Jackson Farrar ran in 
two touchdowns and threw for two touch-
down while the Panthers' defense never let 
Seven Lakes get back into the game after 
building up a 28-point lead. 

The Mustangs meanwhile, come off their 
biggest win of the season as they became the 
second District 19-6A team to punch a ticket 
to the playoffs by beating Jordan last week in 
what was a thriller. Dante Archie ran for 54 
yards in the game, while Daniel Bruns threw 
for 151 yards and a touchdown on just four 
completed passes. Ethan Jacobson ran in a 
touchdown as well and it was a game of all 
three phases for Taylor, with Josiah Rodri-
guez returning an interception for a touch-
down and Kameron Green taking a kickoff 
back for a touchdown. The Taylor defense 
stepped up in big spots, keeping Jordan in 
check even though they gave up some yards 
through the air, intercepting Jordan twice 
and limiting the Warriors to just 46 rushing 
yards.

Taylor has now won three in a row, trail-
ing just Tompkins and Katy for the longest 
win streaks in district right now, and they’ll 
be determined to keep that going. The Mus-
tangs will have to commit to slowing down 
the Paetow run game and will need to be 
very thoughtful about not turning over the 
ball on offense as that is what Paetow feasts 
on. The Panthers, meanwhile, will have to 
do the same thing — committing to slowing 
down the Taylor run game and being ready 
for play action, while on offense they will 
need to find a way to be successful through 
the air and not let Taylor pack the box every 
play.

Katy (7-1, 6-0) vs. Seven Lakes (2-6, 1-5), 
7:15 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last year: Katy 59, Seven Lakes 0
• Katy and Seven Lakes are on differing 

ends of the district. The Tigers are winners 
of six in a row and undefeated in district 
play, coming off another big win over Cinco 
Ranch, while Seven Lakes suffered its third 
straight loss against Paetow.

Katy continued to have a strong offense 
behind its run game. Tremayne Hill ran 
for 170 yards and two scores while Chase 

Katy, Taylor lock up playoff spots
Week 8 KATY ISD PREVIEWS

	 Team	 W	 L	 District W	 District L	 District PF	 District PA
1	 Katy	 7	 1	 6	 0	 269	 83
2	 Taylor	 5	 3	 5	 1	 131	 102
3	 Jordan	 6	 2	 4	 2	 213	 122
4	 Tompkins	 5	 3	 4	 2	 211	 128
5	 Cinco Ranch	 5	 4	 4	 3	 180	 178
6	 Mayde Creek	 3	 6	 2	 5	 96	 243
7	 Paetow	 1	 7	 1	 5	 85	 135
8	 Seven Lakes	 2	 6	 1	 5	 83	 198
9	 Morton Ranch	 1	 7	 1	 5	 125	 204

DISTRICT 19-6A STANDINGS Wyatt Young stiff 
arms a defender 
during Friday's 
game between 
Tompkins and 
Mayde Creek at 
Rhodes Stadium.
DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL 
TO THE KATY TIMES 

Johnsey added 54 yards and two touchowns 
on the ground. Gunner Nelson kept up his 
strong play as well, throwing for 154 yards 
and two touchdowns, both of which went to 
Israel Olotu-Judah who finished the game 
with 57 yards receiving. Katy’s defense also 
continued its improvement, holding Cinco 
Ranch to under 200 yards of total offense in 
the win.

Seven Lakes meanwhile was never able 
to get things going against Paetow in its loss. 
The Panthers jumped ahead early and never 
looked back. It took until the third quarter 
for the Spartans to get on the board with a 
field goal while Barrett Hudson scored the 
only touchdown for the team in the fourth 
on a 2-yard run. The run defense was what 

really struggled for the Spartans, allowing 
the Panthers to pound the ball throughout 
the game.

Katy’s focus will be the same. Dictate 
the pace of the game offensively, pounding 
the ball with the run and building up the 
play action game, while defensively trying 
to keep Seven Lakes from being able to get 
going in the run game and playing down-
hill. The challenge for Seven Lakes will be 
having to commit to stopping the run but 
still being able to stop the pass game that 
Katy does off of it. The Spartans on offense 
will need to do what Katy does so success-
fully, starting with a strong run game and 
building off of that to get the play action 
and pass game going.

Gunner Nelson runs the ball during Thursday's game between 
Katy and Cinco Ranch at Legacy Stadium.

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Find out what all your
friends are talking aboutYOURYOUR  NEWS.

YOURYOUR  WAY. Follow us on Facebook for easy access to KATY TIMES

TheKatyTimes
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HOUSTON METHODIST
LEADING CARE
where you need us

Convenient, easy-to-access locations for primary, 
specialty and emergency care in Katy and West Houston

We offer a full spectrum of care, including:

• Primary care physicians for you and your family, providing personal care and service

• Specialists with innovative treatments and customized programs 

• Collaborative teams of experts using the newest technologies and latest research
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West Hospital

 Breast Care

 Emergency Care

 Orthopedics & 
      Sports Medicine 

 Primary Care

 Specialty Care

To fi nd care near you, visit
houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
or call 713.790.3333.

Houston’s upset bid falls just short against the Longhorns
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Houston gave the University 
of Texas all it could handle on 
Saturday.

Despite being down early, 
despite going up against the No. 8 
team in the nation, despite every-
thing up against the Cougars, they 
took the Longhorns to nearly the 
final play of the game.

The University of Houston had 
chances to make school history and 
take down the Longhorns, but in 
the end, the Cougars came up just 
short, falling 31-24 to Texas in what 
was one of Houston’s strongest 
performances this year.

“I’m just proud of this football 
team,” said University of Houston 
head coach Dana Holgorsen after 
the loss. “These guys practiced 
hard all week, they got better as a 
team and we had the No. 8 team in 

the nation on the ropes. This game 
was down to the wire and that’s a 
testament to these guys. There’s no 
moral victories but I’m proud of 
them.”

The Longhorns easily drove 
down the field on their first drive, 
going 75 yards on 11 plays and 
scoring on a 14-yard pass from 
Quinn Ewers to Adonai Mitchell. 
Houston had no such luck on its 
first drive; the Cougars dropped 
a pass that would have gone for a 
huge gain on their first play from 
scrimmage and then got backed up 
by a personal foul before having to 
punt. The Longhorns took no time 
in doubling their lead, only needing 
four plays to score on their next 
drive on a deep pass from Ewers to 
Xavier Worthy. 

Texas stretched its lead to three 
scores early in the second quarter 
and the Houston offense finally 
came up with an answer after that, 

coming back with a four play, 71 
yard drive where Donovan Smith 
found his footing and threw a 32-
yard touchdown pass to Matthew 
Golden, getting the Cougars back in 
the game. That drive was a turning 
point for the Cougars. They made 
another big stop before trimming 
things to just seven points late 
in the half when Donovan Smith 
found Joseph Manjack IV for a score 
as Houston headed into the locker 
room with all the momentum but 
still trailing 21-14.

“The fans were amazing, it was 
like a party out there when we went 
into the half with all of that momen-
tum,” Smith said. “They were with 
us all the way until the last minute 
of the game and that means every-
thing. College football is all about 
that energy and we love that, we’re 
just sad we couldn’t send them 
home with a win. We just have to 
finish games the right way and 

handle our business.”
Houston came right out and 

continued to attack through the air. 
Smith went at the Texas secondary 
and it took just six plays for Houston 
to get in the endzone and tie things 
on a 3-yard pass to Golden. The 
Houston defense made a big stop, 
but the Longhorns answered with 
their own, getting a strip sack and 
retook the lead on a field goal after 
the Cougars held them out of the 
endzone. Houston had a chance to 
take the lead after a strong ensuing 
drive, but an interception ended it. 
Houston’s defense then made a stop 
and Houston came back to tie the 
game on a 40-yard field goal, but 
Texas had the answer, committing to 
the run and getting a touchdown on 
a 16-yard run from CJ Baxter. Hous-
ton came close to tying it up, getting 
it into the Longhorns redzone, but 
a fourth and one pass attempt fell 
incomplete with just over a minute 

remaining to kill the Cougars' upset 
hopes. Despite the loss, Houston 
had a lot of positives to build on.

“We had a chance to beat the 
University of Texas in the last cou-
ple plays of the game,” Holgorsen 
said. “That’s amazing when you 
compare where our program is to 
where theirs is, and I’m proud of 
these guys. They fought and they 
made ever effort and gave us a 
chance, that’s a huge thing for our 
program and we have to continue 
to build off of that and get better.”

The Cougars have another one 
up next against Kansas State and 
they hope to be ready for it.

“We just have to keep improving 
each week,” Smith said. “We’re go-
ing to go in and find the takeaways 
we need from this game and get 
better. Losing is never fun for any-
one but we can learn from it and it’s 
just going to give us that motivation 
going forward.”
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