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Fort Bend County holds inaugural 
AIDS Walk for World AIDS Day
FROM STAFF REPORTS

In observance of World 
AIDS Day, Fort Bend 
County Judge KP George, in 
collaboration with Katy Pride, 
First Christian Church of 
Katy, and Fort Bend Health 
and Human Services, hosted 
the inaugural Fort Bend 
County AIDS Walk on Friday, 
December 1, 2023.

The event marks the begin-

ning of a long-term commit-
ment to raise awareness and 
support for those affected by 
HIV/AIDS within the commu-
nity, said the judge’s office in a 
press release.

“This initiative is more than 
just a walk; it's a unifying force, 
bringing together community 
members, organizations, and 
local leaders with a shared 
mission—to raise awareness, 
combat stigma, and express sol-

idarity with individuals affected 
by HIV/AIDS,” stated Fort Bend 
County Judge KP George.

The historic Fort Bend 
County Courthouse located 
at 401 Jackson St., Richmond 
served as the starting point.  
The route, spanning over ½ 
mile (0.63 miles), wound 
through the heart of Richmond 
providing a symbolic journey 
in support of those affected by 
HIV/AIDS.

PHOTO COURTESY OF OFFICE OF KP GEORGE

Kristina Shackelford of Katy (left) participates in Friday’s inaugural AIDS walk.  The event, hosted by Fort Bend County Judge KP George, was 
sponsored by Katy Pride and First Christian Church of Katy.

Naming committee recommends honoring Nelsons
FROM STAFF REPORTS

During the December 4th work study 
meeting of the Katy ISD board, the Naming 
Advisory Committee for Junior High School 
#18 recommended to the Board of Trust-
ees that the new school be named after the 
Nelson family, who have resided in the Katy 
area for over five generations and who since 
the 1940s have farmed the land where Junior 
High School #18 is being built.  

The Nelson family history -- presented 
to the board by KISD Director of Commu-
nications Craig Eichorn -- is represented by 
two patriarchs: Clyde and George Nelson, 
and their descendants. Clyde’s family moved 
to Katy in 1938 with their three children, 
Wesley, Wanda, and David. In 1942 the 
family purchased the land where Junior 
High 18 is currently being constructed. The 

George Nelson family also moved to Katy in 
the early 1930s. George and his wife, Alice, 
began a farming and ranching business at 
that time. The family had three children, 

George V. (Sonny), Delores and Johnny, and 
built their home, which still stands today, on 
Katy Hockley Road. George and Alice were 
also very involved in a number of organiza-
tions throughout Katy, with George being 
elected to the Katy ISD school board in 1939. 
In addition, he actively volunteered his time 
and efforts with the Katy FFA. 

A public forum to provide input regard-
ing the proposed name was scheduled to be 
held on Wednesday, December 6 at the Katy 
ISD Education Support Complex, 6301 S. 
Stadium Lane in Katy, after this issue of the 
Katy Times went to press.

In other action, the board:
• Conducted spirited discussion re-

garding Senate Bill 763 which governs the 
employment or acceptance of volunteer ser-
vices of chaplains by public school districts 

and whether to adopt a policy authorizing 
the district to employ, or accept as a volun-
teer, a chaplain under Texas Education Code 
Chapter 23.  Board member Rebecca Fox 
raised question regarding how a “volunteer” 
could be “employed” as stated in the state 
law.  Fox brought up additional concerns 
about the law, noting that there are no provi-
sions in it which would prevent the chaplain 
from “proselytizing” at their campus. Board 
member Lance Redmon, who said that he 
provides chaplain services for his employ-
ees in his own private business, suggested 
that guidelines similar to those used for 
chaplains in the military and other settings 
could be drafted to address these concerns. 
Board president Victor Perez stated that the 
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Mattress Mack speaks
at Katy Area EDC event
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Legendary local businessman 
Jim “Mattress Mack” McIngvale 
shared some of his wisdom with 
attendees of the Katy Area Econom-
ic Development Council at the De-
cember General Assembly breakfast 
on December 4th.  The event was 
held at the Embassy Suites, 16435 
Katy Freeway.

“Mattress Mack” recounted his 
history and his entry into busi-
ness, beginning with living with 
his parents in Dallas and his case 
of “bad attitude.” He felt he was 
a victim of circumstance but his 
boss at the store where he bagged 
groceries told him that he “was 
a fighter.”  His life changed when 
he heard a preacher on a Sunday 
morning broadcast – not speaking 
about the Gospel but about “how to 
be successful.”

McIngvale outlined his “rules for 
business:”  take care of the cus-
tomer, take care of your employees, 
make work fun and help people 
first.  “The best ability of all is avail-
ability,” he said, noting that he is on 
the showroom floor at his furniture 
store all the time.  He related that he 
was able to learn from customers, 
even learning about marketing from 
two of his recent customers.

McIngvale also described the 
community programs that he has 
put in place at his Gallery Furniture 
stores.  Through one program, kids 
in the economically-depressed area 
near the North Freeway store are 

brought in and fed – with one rule:  
no phones or tablets – they have to 
talk to one another.  As a result, Mc-
Ingvale said, they make friends and 
find support and resources.  He also 
described a trade school program 
sponsored by his company which 
offers training in the trades and puts 
people to work in high-paying jobs.

“The essence of living is giving,” 
McIngvale said. “When you stand 
before your Creator at the end of 
your life, He won’t ask how much 

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Jim “Mattress Mack” McIngvale, well-known 
Houston icon and owner of Gallery Furniture, 
addressed the general assembly of the Katy Area 
Economic Development Council at the Embassy 
Suites on December 4th.  “The most important 
ability is availability,” he told business owners.

See MACK, page A3

KACC hosts panel of lawmakers for legislative update
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Area lawmakers gave an 
update on the long legislative 
session in Texas at the Katy Area 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon 
at the Embassy Suites, 16435 Katy 
Freeway on November 28th.

The panelists were State 
Senator Joan Huffman, State Rep-
resentative Stan Kitzman, State 
Representative Mike Schofield, 
State Representative Jacey Jetton 
and Holly Arbuckle, district direc-
tor for U.S. Congressman Morgan 
Luttrell.  The panel was moder-
ated by Robert Long, Division 
Director for Board Development 
Services at Texas Association of 
School Boards.

Long noted that this legislative 
session – including four special 
sessions – has been exhausting 
for lawmakers.  He asked how 
historic the session was and how 
costly it was for taxpayers.  Scho-
field said that there have been 
only three times in Texas history 
when the legislature was still in 

session at Thanksgiving, saying it 
was historic but becoming more 
common.  “[Being a legislator] is 
meant to be a part-time job,” he 
said. “It’s important that we live 
the same life you do.”  Schofield 

praised the historic tax cut in 
property taxes.  “It is fundamen-
tally not the role of government to 
tax you out of your home.” 

The group also discussed Sen-
ate Bill 3 and Senate Bill 4, which 

are related to border security. 
Senate Bill 3 provides $1.5 million 
toward over 100 miles of border 
wall construction, said Jetton. 
“It’s a good investment and 
another tool we can use,” Jetton 
said.  “This will be important for 
Operation Lone Star.” 

Senate Bill 4 is an immigra-
tion law that would allow Texas 
police to arrest people for illegally 
crossing the border from Mexico. 
The bill has been controversial 
in some quarters, Huffman said.  
“The feds have dropped the ball 
on this.” Huffman said the bill 
is crafted to preserve constitu-
tional rights of those crossing 
the border; it allows immigrants 
to receive due process and get a 
translator.  “The feds are already 
doing this,” Huffman added, say-
ing that the federal government 
was not enforcing the law.  The 
law is needed in those counties 
that are being simply overrun, 
she said.  Kitzman concurred, 
saying that border security is the 

See UPDATE, page A3
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Providing an update to the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce on the current Texas legislative 
session were (left to right) Michael Schofield, State Representative District 132; Stan Kitzman, 
State Representative District 85; Jacey Jetton, State Representative District 26; Joan Huffman, 
State Senator District 17; Robert Long, moderator; Holly Arbuckle, who appeared for U.S. 
Congressman Morgan Luttrell; and chamber president/CEO Matthew Ferraro.  The panel members 
spoke at a luncheon at the Embassy Suites on November 28th.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. Salt
13. Fortified wine
14. Edible mollusk
16. It begins with them
17. A way to compare
19. Governmentt lawyer
20. Back parts
22. 8th month (abbr.)
23. Very willing
25. __ ex machina
26. Satisfies
28. Quebec river
29. A doctrine
30. Popular pickup truck
31. Dekagram
33. Naturally occurring solid
      material
34. Company officer
36. Villains
38. Cricket frogs
40. German founder of
      psychology
41. Endured
43. A female domestic
44. A “place” to avoid
45. Cigarette (slang)
47. Canadian politician Josephine
48. French ballet/acting dynasty
51. Employee stock ownership
      plan
53. Belonging to the bottom
55. Sound
56. Yankees’ slugger Judge
58. Dickens character

59. More wise
60. Flash memory card
61. Exposing human vice or folly 
to ridicule
64. Atomic #79
65. Longtime Braves pitcher Julio
67. Humor
69. Shawl
70. Preliminary assessment of
      patients
 
CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Craft supply
  4. Storage units
  5. Investment vehicle
  6. Colorado Heisman winner
  7. In a way, sank
  8. Post-birth brain damage
      (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
10. Intestinal
11. The opposite of yes
12. Caused to be loved
13. Messianic in Islamic
      eschatology
15. Showing since conviction
18. Not safe
21. The number above the line in
      a fraction
24. Yard invader
26. Pouch
27. Swedish krona
30. Start anew
32. While white or yellow flower

35. Fourteen
37. Graphical user interface
38. Up-to-date on the news
39. Campaigns
42. Touch softly
43. “Boardwalk Empire” actress
      Gretchen
46. Violent seizure of property
47. One who supports the Pope
49. Anxiety

50. Body fluid
52. Phony person
54. Title of respect
55. Chilean city
57. City in central Japan
59. Silk garment
62. Draw from
63. Automobile
66. Man
68. Legal bigwig (abbr.)

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Clearly, you can make a difference!
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It's time to prepare for 
Winter's Chill: 
Safeguarding the Four P's

COMMUNITY
Beloved local institution 
MKT Distillery closes its doors
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

In a post to the company’s Facebook 
page on November 30, the owners of MKT 
Distillery announced that the local-
ly-owned craft distillery would be closing 
its doors on December 2.

“Well, it didn't work out the way we had 
all hoped,” the post read. “MKT is going to 
be closing and liquidating everything after 
we raise the tree in honor of our hometown 
- Katy - one last time. Come out …to cele-
brate what we accomplished together over 
the past five years and say a final goodbye.”

Nicholas Jessett and Nici Cowan-Jessett 
founded the distillery and tasting room in 
2018. Located at 5372 1st St in the historic 
American Rice Growers Co-Op rice dryers 
in downtown Katy, the company made all 
its spirits onsite, using locally sourced Texas 
ingredients and even incorporating local 
Katy rice in their products. The company 
produced whiskeys, vodka, gin, and moon-
shine.  During the pandemic, the company 

pivoted to manufacture hand sanitizer.
MKT Distillery was a generous sponsor 

to the local Katy community, hosting nu-
merous events ranging from Katy Christian 
Ministries’ Gumbo Fest to pet adoptions to 
fundraisers for cancer.  The venue was vot-
ed by readers of the Katy Times as “Best of 
Katy” for several years for its Bloody Mary 
drink and as “Best Liquor Store.”

In 2018, the Jessetts restored the tra-
dition of lighting a tree on top of the rice 
dryers during the holiday season as a way of 
celebrating Katy’s history.  The tree was lit 
for the final time on December 2.

Dear Katy,
Some of you may remember me as the 

former editor at the Katy Times. About two 
years ago, my wife Brandee and I moved 
to Central Washington to be closer to my 
family and to get back to a place that had 
four seasons. 

The thing is, while the move has been 
good for us, there's a lot we miss about 
Katy. Primarily, the amazing people who 
come together and lift each other up 
through hurricanes, pandemics and all 
of those other challenges life throws at a 
community.

While I was there, it was my privilege to 
cover the people that are the heart of Katy. 
Folks like Nick and Nici Jessett who, until 
just a few days ago, ran MKT Distillery in 
the old rice dryers next to No Label Brew-
ing, a facility that has been the heart of Katy 
for generations. 

Nick and Nici always had a smile for 
everyone that walked in the door and did 
an amazing number of things to lift others 
up. They brewed hand sanitizer during 
the pandemic. They held fundraisers for 

local nonprofits. They were simply there as 
friends when someone needed one. 

In the first interview I sat down with 
them for, they were welcoming and de-
termined to be family-friendly and locally 
sourced. The rice they used to distill came 
from Jasek Farm. The tables were made by 
Republic Creations on First Street in Down-
town Katy. Their very label name — MKT — 
was named for the rail line that is such a big 
part of Katy's heritage. 

Overall, the opening of MKT Distillery 
in Katy blessed the community with a pair 
of friends that brought the town together, 
lifted everyone up — even socially awkward 
newspaper editors — and was a blessing to 
Katy. A blessing that I've missed these last 
two years, and that I know the community 
will miss for years to come.

Nick and Nici - take care of yourselves 
and know that the community adores you, 
will miss you and appreciates everything 
you did to take care of those around you.

With much love for my second home 
town,

R. Hans "Rob" Miller 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Last day for Christmas bake sale 
at Miller Career Center’s Old Town 

Bistro is December 7th
The second annual Christmas Bake sale 

at Old Town Bistro is almost over – shop 
December 7th from 7 a.m. 
until sold out.  Cakes, cook-
ies and cookie decorating 
kits may be purchased with 
cash or credit.  All proceeds 
benefit the culinary arts de-
partment at the school. The 
bistro is located at 1734 Katyland Drive in 
Katy.  For more information, call 281-237-
9572.

Vargas Agency hosts 
blood drive  

on December 8th
Vargas Agency is 

hosting a lifesaving 
blood drive on Decem-
ber 8th at their office at 
5718 3rd Street, Katy.  
The company is seeking 
15 successful donors 

who will each receive a FREE $20 e-gift 
card and a free item of their choice from 
the blood center — from an assortment of 
free t-shirts, beach towels, fun socks, and 
more.  To register: commitforlife.org/do-
nor/schedules/drive_schedule/377372?f-
bclid=IwAR0eBSP58qkRH8g80tuibIfwse-
jo3nJghtv7nnR19isdcbkvWKMBwiGAmQo  

Santa and Mrs. Claus attending 
“Meet and Greet” at Katy Crossing 

Icehouse on December 9th
As a surprise for the kiddos, the owners 

of Katy Crossing Icehouse made a special 
request to the North Pole and they said 
yes!! Santa and Mrs. Claus are coming 
to take pictures with the kiddos and to 
get those Christmas lists at the venue in 

historic downtown Katy on December 9th 
from 5 to 8 p.m.  The icehouse is located at 
5733 2nd St, Katy.

Celebrate Hannukah at Central Green 
on December 10th

One of Katy’s most 
loved events – now in 
its tenth year – will take 
place at Central Green 
Park at LaCenterra on 
December 10th from 
4 to 6 p.m. Join the 
Hannukah celebration 
featuring for national 
singing sensation Roger 
Spark Band. Rabbi 
Goldstein will tell the 
story of Hanukkah and 
the Menorah will be lit. 
This is always a fun night of play, family 
and holiday.  The park is located at 2643 
Commercial Center Blvd, Katy.

*Event dates and times are subject to 
change. Please check the Facebook page 
for updates @WFDDCentralGreenPark.  
Please no glass, alcohol, balls, or pets on 
the green.

Midway BBQ sponsoring Hope 
Impacts’ fourth annual “Stay Warm” 

drive through December 15th
Midway BBQ 

is collecting blan-
kets, jacksts, coats, 
hoodies, sleeping 
bags and hats for 
Hope Impacts, a 
local nonprofit 
which helps the 
homeless in Katy.  
Donations may 
be dropped in the 

“Stay Warm” box at the restaurant at 6025 
Highway Blvd, in Katy until Decenber 15th.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF MKT DISTILLERY
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Unused Witzco 
Challenger RG-52

2020 Case 580SN

2017 Bobcat E35I
- choice

2014 Hamm 3205

2014 Doosan DL250-3

2017 JCB 85Z-1

2015 Freighterliner 114SD
- choice

2022 Caterpillar 906M
- choice

Unused Kubota KX060-5

2019 CAT 262D3

2015 Bell B50D
- choice

2018 JCB JS131LC
- choice

2016 Genie GTH-636

Unused 2023 John Deere 
450P XLT - choice

2014 Hitachi ZX350LC-5N
- choice
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HOUSTON, TEXAS AUCTION

Auction Address: 7044 I-10, Sealy, Texas, 77474

David Hames: 903.815.2770 | Felix Rodriguez: 254.246.0381 | Keith Webre: 979.398.0175 | Terry Hanks: 281.245.4953

Wednesday, December 13th @ 8:30am - Selling On-Site & Online!

DAVID HAMES TX AUCTIONEER LIC #13913

DICK’s House of Sport’s Winter 
Festival comes to the Katy Freeway 
store on December 12th from 12 to 
4 p.m.  Santa (Katy’s Man In Red) 
and Mrs. Claus will be available for 
pictures. Admission is $10 per person 
or a donated toy. All money/dona-
tions will go to The Hangar Unity 
Community Center in Brookshire, 
which offers a variety of services to 
the community including activities for 
teens, resources for families in need 
and a variety of local events.

• Santa Picture Sign Up: https://
app.anyroad.com/i/plugin/dicks-
house-of-sport-katy-tx/tours/san-
ta-pictures?lang=en-US

• Winter Festival Sign Up: https://
app.anyroad.com/i/plugin/dicks-
house-of-sport-katy-tx/tours/
polar-express-experience-ex-
po?lang=en-US

DICK’s will also host an event to 
benefit local nonprofit Katy Cares on 
Sunday December 10th.

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. the moms 

participating in Katy Cares’ program 
can come with their kids to enjoy all 
of the experiences offered at the store, 
including the rock wall, batting cages, 
and golf bays.

From 1 to 3 p.m. Santa will be at 
the store and the Katy Cares crew will 
get a free photo with Santa. The public 
can sign up for $10 and all proceeds 
go directly to Katy Cares: https://app.
anyroad.com/i/plugin/dicks-house-
of-sport-katy-tx/tours/santa-pictures-
at-dick-s-house-of-sport?lang=en-US.  

Katy Cares assists the community’s 
most vulnerable population – sin-
gle-parent families who are victims 
of trauma due to a life-altering event 
such as separation, divorce, abuse, 
intimidation, domestic violence, 
financial challenge caused by loss of 
employment, income, child support, 
and/or a natural disaster through 
trauma-informed therapy and train-
ing classes.

DICK’s House of Sport is located at 
24600 Katy Fwy, Suite 1100, Katy.

EVENTS

number one issue across the 
state and “the primary thing 
on people’s minds”.  He said 
that Border Patrol and Nation-
al Guardsmen on the border 
needed more tools in order to 
do their jobs.

From a federal perspective, 
Arbuckle said it doesn’t matter 
what laws are passed if the 
federal government will not 
enforce them, and that this 
situation is very frustrating for 
Congressman Luttrell.  “We 
should not have to be doing 
this – the federal government 
should be doing this, but they 
are not.”  

Long also led a discussion 
on vouchers and school choice 
and the governor’s decision 
to continue to call special ses-
sions.  Jetton said that it was 
possible to have both parental 
choice and a good education.  
“School choice is available to 
wealthy families,” said Jetton, 
noting that not all families 
have that choice.  “We need to 
have a real conversation about 

what is really in these bills,” 
he said, adding that there 
are parameters in there for 
accountability and to prevent 
fraud.  Huffman said that 
education is the biggest driver 
of the budget noting that 51% 
of the state budget goes to 
public education. She said that 
she was sure that the voucher 
issue would resurface in the 
next legislative session.

Long asked each panelist 
to share what they were most 
proud of in the work they were 
doing “for the people” this year.  
Kitzman began by praising the 
accomplishments of the legis-
lative session, which delivered 
the property tax cut, the “right 
to farm” and other issues which 
had been battled at the grass-
roots level for years. Schofield 
was proud of the property tax 
cut and the work on the border, 
but that he was most proud of 
the work he did on behalf of his 
district, especially the portion 
of unincorporated Harris 
County, which is in Houston’s 

extra-territorial jurisdiction.  
The ETJ governs how residents 
can use their land but land-
owners can’t vote in Houston 
city elections, Schofield said.  
He said that since he has been 
in the legislature, he has been 
fighting to get people out of 
Houston’s ETJ, and that this 
session he worked with State 
Representative Cecil Bell to 
craft a bill which would enable 
people and subdivisions to exit 
the ETJ by request.  Huffman 
said that the state had historic 
revenues and that “it was spent 
responsibly,” again praising the 
property tax relief and the con-
stitutional amendments which 
were drafted and passed.  
Jetton was proud of his work on 
the Appropriations commit-
tee and the work on border 
security.  Arbuckle said that 
Congressman Luttrell was most 
proud of his work on veterans’ 
affairs and his bill to protect 
kids who are crossing the 
border, ensuring that they are 
released into proper custody.

from page A1
UPDATE

purposed of the program was not to 
provide religious instruction.  Perez 
said that a chaplain program would 
require the creation of policy and job 
descriptions and that these factors 
would be considered.

• Discussed and considered Board 
approval of the design associated 
with the first floor of the Katy ISD 
Merchants Way Building, which is de-
signed to house two special education 
programs: the Behavioral Learning 
Program which works with KISD 
students in grades K through 12; and 
the Katy PLUS program which works 
with special needs individuals 18 and 
older, up to their 22nd birthday.  

• Discussed and considered a res-
olution regarding adequate funding 
for public schools, drafted and read 
by board member Dawn Champagne.  
Champagne said that she modeled 
the resolution on similar resolutions 
adopted by other school districts.  
Perez said that the board was all in 
agreement that the board wanted an 
increase in the basic allotment and 
an increase in teacher compensa-
tion but wondered about the benefit 
and timing of this resolution at the 
current time.  Champagne replied 
that it would show a united front for 

the Katy ISD board but that it would 
not change anything.  Fox added that 
similar resolutions had been done in 
the past during legislative sessions. 
Board member Amy Thieme ques-
tioned whether the resolution would 
alienate lawmakers and objected to 
what she called its “bullying tone” 
and “harsh language.”  Board member 
Lance Redmon said that coming out 
of the Strategic Design meetings, he 
saw community members discour-
aged and he felt that this resolution 
would be helpful.  Perez said that if 
any board member had input or sug-
gestions or changes on the resolution, 
to email those to him only in the next 
couple of days and that a new version 
of the resolution would be drafted.

• Discussed and considered 
Board Policy CW Local, presented 
by Redmon, which would modify the 
campus naming policy, tasking the 
board policy committee and the ad-
ministration with clearing up current 
confusion and adding more robust 
criteria for honoring namesakes, as 
well as providing costs for possible 
renaming of existing facilities.  

The next board meeting is a regular 
Board Meeting, scheduled for Decem-
ber 11.

money you made.”
McIngvale shared the story 

of his daughter Elizabeth and 
her lifelong struggles with 
OCD. He said that he and his 

wife were “sellers, not buyers” 
and that they were sold on the 
idea that she could be helped.  
He praised the Brookwood 
Community where Elizabeth 

received help, and noted that 
Brookwood helps find jobs for 
its residents. Jobs give purpose 
and meaning to life, Mcingvale 
said.

from page A1
NAME
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The Paetow High School choir provided musical entertainment at the Katy Area Economic Development Council’s General Assembly 
breakfast at the Embassy Suites on December 4th.
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Offer details:  This offer includes all Independent Living apartments and cottages. $12,000 
credit may be applied to community fee, monthly rent, and/or relocation services at the 
resident’s discretion. Community Fee – Entire amount of the community fee can be credited 
at move-in. Monthly rate discount is capped at a maximum of $1000 per month and cannot 
be combined with any other discount. Relocation expenses limit is capped at $1000 in the 
form of rate discount. The monthly rate reverts to the prevailing market rate at the end of the 
12-month period or at the time the $12,000 credit is achieved. Outside of the community fee, 
the maximum discount provided cannot exceed $1000/month. NOTE: Only one discount 
per month will be allowed.  

1400 Katy-Flewellen Rd  |  Katy, TX  77494  
 281-769-5586  |  CardinalBay.org

A Cardinal Bay community

Don’t miss our best offer yet for new 
independent living move-ins. Get a 
$12,000 credit to apply to your monthly 
rent, your community fee, and/or your 
relocation services. You decide! Retire in style 
at our vibrant community and save big at the same time!

The $12K Your Way offer applies to all our independent living 
apartments and cottages and is good until December 31st only.

For details call 281-769-5586, or email Rebecca at 
rborrello@cardinalbay.org.

THE $12K Your Way 

Limited 
time 

offer!

SPECIAL OFFER

Katy   Times
SUSAN ROVEGNO | Publisher
GEORGE SLAUGHTER | News Editor
TYLER TYRE | Sports Editor
DEBBIE PREJEAN | Office Manager/Bookkeeper 
MARISSA FERREIRA | Page Designer

OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 678, Katy, Texas, 77492-0678
PHONE: 281-391-3141

TO REPORT NEWS: 
Call 281-391-3141 or email news@katytimes.com

TO REPORT SPORTS SCORES: 
email sports@katytimes.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
The Katy Times (ISSN 067-180) is published on 
Thursday. Subscriptions are available for $35 per 
year in Harris, Waller and Fort Bend counties and 
$45 elsewhere. Subscribe at www.katytimes.com 
or by mailing payment and delivery information 
to Katy Times, P.O. Box 678, Katy, TX 77492-0678. 
Periodical-rate postage paid at Katy, Texas 77494.  

CIRCULATION:
Address billing inquiries at 281-391-3141.

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Katy Times, P.O. Box 
678, Katy, Texas, 77492-0678.

Wills - Family Law
Criminal Law + More

Call 346-476-6939 to schedule a FREE Consultation
 www.alchemyattorneys.com | info@alchemyattorneys.com

Raise your Vibration during your Litigation

We’ll handle your case for as low as $675 a month
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Students in Raines Academy earn CDL licenses 
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Eight Katy Independent School 
District students have recently 
earned their Class A Commercial 
Driver’s License (CDL) through an 
innovative program launched for 
the 2023-2024 school year at the 
Martha Raines Academy, the dis-
trict announced in November 30th 
press release.  

In partnership with RGV CDL 
Services LLC, this pioneering pro-
gram delivers comprehensive train-
ing to students without any finan-
cial burden, ensuring accessibility 
and affordability for all participants. 
The curriculum encompasses 
hands-on training covering various 
aspects of operating an 18-wheel-
er, including essential skills like 
straight backing, offset and parallel 
parking maneuvers, alongside com-
puter-based learning modules. 

With this license, students will 
be allowed to drive the trucks within 
the state of Texas until they turn 21 
years of age. Upon reaching that age, 
these students will be allowed to 
drive semi-trucks across state lines.  

Two female students are among 
the first eight students to earn their 
CDL. Additionally, both young 
women have deep-rooted family 
ties to the trucking industry. 

“I chose this career path to 

follow in my father’s footsteps,” said 
Melanie Martinez. “He owns his 
own trucking company and really 
enjoys what he does. Pursuing this 
career allows me to work for him 
one day.” 

Guadalupe Rosales also attribut-
ed her interest in the CDL license 
to her father's influence. “My father 
was a big influence on me. I ob-
served how much he likes working 
in this industry and wanted to 
follow his lead.”  

Eduardo Canales, the first 
student to earn his Class A CDL, 
expressed his long-standing goal of 
driving a truck. “I've been inter-
ested in this field since childhood. 
This course not only prepared me 

for a career but also enhanced my 
overall enjoyment of school.” 

Adrian Lopez, another recent 
CDL recipient through the program, 
shared his family connection to the 
industry. “Both of my parents have 
operated 18-wheelers for many 
years. I saw this as a new oppor-
tunity for me to develop skills that 
could valuable later in my life.” 

Joel Guerrero driven by a life-
long passion for trucks and driving, 
emphasized the challenge of the 
course. “I have always loved driving 
and maneuvering these 18-wheel-
ers was always appealing to me,” 
he said. “This course is a challenge 
but if you love something like this, it 
makes you work that much harder.” 

Felipe Rodriguez, who also 
recently earned his CDL, has family 
ties to the industry. “Both my parents 
drive and I have admired their dedi-
cation to this profession and wanted 
to have the same career as they do,” 
he said. “Now that I have earned my 
CDL, I am ready to start driving a 
truck once I complete high school.” 

All the students shared that they 
had to stop on top of the lessons the 
entire semester. “This course takes 
up a lot of your time. You must ded-
icate yourself to the lessons,” Josh 
Sowunmi said. “It is not just driving 
the 18-wheeler -- there are so many 
scenarios you have to navigate 
through with the computer-based 
problems and exams.” 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Elizabeth Murphy from 
Woodcreek Junior High in 
Katy is one of more than 
50 All-American Mascots 
from across the country who 
will perform in the Cheez-
It Citrus Bowl in Orlando, 
Florida on January 1, 2024, 
according to a November 
29th press release from 
Varsity Spirit special events.  
The game gives cheerleaders 
and dancers the opportunity 
to perform at the seventh 
oldest collegiate bowl in the 
country, as well as the op-
portunity to visit Universal 
Studios Orlando. 

The individuals invited 
to perform in the half-time 
performance are Mascot 
All-Americans from Univer-
sal Cheerleaders Association 
(UCA) and National Cheer-
leaders Association (NCA) 
summer camps, two brands 
under the Varsity Spirit 
umbrella. All-Americans are 
selected via tryout based 
on their overall character 
development and crowd 
leading skills. Only the top 
10% of the mascots attend-
ing UCA or NCA camps earn 
the chance to perform in 
this year’s Bowl.  

Mascots will travel along 
with cheerleading and 
dance team members to Or-
lando for a week of rehears-
als dedicated to preparing 
them for their Citrus Bowl 
half-time performance, 
where they will perform in 
front of 60,000 fans in the 
Camping World Stadium in 
Orlando.  

“It's a big accomplish-
ment and we are very proud 
of her,” said Elizabeth’s 
mother, Amber Murphy 
in an email.  “I [am] just 
hoping to get a good show 
of support for this local 
student, who is a straight-A 
KAP student!”

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMBER MURPHY

Elizabeth Murphy, who is the mascot 
for the Woodcreek Junior High School 
Timberwolves, will perform at the 
VRBO Citrus Bowl in Orlando on New 
Year's Day.

Woodcreek 
JHS mascot 
to perform 
at VRBO 
Citrus Bowl
Local resident is one 
of an elite number of 
mascots chosen 
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COURTESY OF KATY ISD

Raines Academy students earning their CDLs include (l-r): Joel Guerrero, 
Melanie Martinez, and Eduardo Canales. Eric Macedo is not pictured.  

COURTESY OF KATY ISD

Also earning their CDL (l-r): Adrian Lopez, Felipe Rodriguez, Guadalupe 
Rosales, and Josh Sowunmi.  

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Harmony School of 
Excellence-Katy held its an-
nual RADC Drone Compe-
tition on Saturday morning, 
December 2 at the school 
gym at the campus at 22855 
Elyson Falls Drive, Katy.

An exciting challenge 
was presented in the form 
of a game, where students 
learn how drones work, 
how they’re built and 
programmed. This year the 
event hosted over 24 teams, 
including local ISDS and 
teams from out of state. 

The drones were small, 
only slightly larger than an 
adult’s hand.

“The REC Foundation 
Aerial Drones Competition 
(RADC) offers an exciting 
educational drone sporting 
event focusing on hands-

on, student-centered learn-
ing. RADC fosters students’ 
development through 
teamwork, critical think-
ing, project management, 

and communication skills 
required to prepare them to 
become the next generation 
of innovators and problem 
solvers,” according to the 
Robotics Education Com-
petition Foundation. 

The Robotics Education 
Competition Foundation 
also explains that RADC 
is an exciting challenge 
presented in the form of a 
game. Four Drones made 
up of two Alliances fly 
around the field to score as 
many points as possible. 
The object of the game is to 
attain a higher score than 
the opposing alliance. 

Teams also competed 
in the Programming Skills 
Challenge where one drone 

takes to the sky to score as 
many points as possible. 
Additionally, teams were 
judged on an engineering 
notebook that shows their 
understanding of the engi-
neering design process.

Participants were pre-
dominantly from Harmony 
schools in the Houston 
area, but teams also trav-
eled to the competition 
from Cypress, Bryan and 
Austin.  Multiple grade 
levels were represented at 
the event.

Harmony School of 
Excellence-Katy will hold 
another drone competition 
at its campus in February 
2024, said a Harmony dis-
trict spokesperson.  

Drones take off at Harmony School of Excellence competition

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Members of the HSA Hawks team await the start of the first round of 
competition in Saturday's drone competition at the Harmony School of 
Excellence campus in Katy.

A drone hovers over the competition field as its pilots and team members attempt 
to direct it to maneuver the balls around the pipes. Inset: A drone approaches 
a section of the obstacle course at the drone competition at Harmony School of 
Excellence on Saturday.
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad
Here!
Call Debbie

for more information

281-391-3141

COMMUNITY & FAITH

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Doneraki Mexican Restau-
rant, which has been fami-
ly-owned and operated since 
1973, announced its Golden 
Anniversary on November 27th.  
In celebration of 50 year of Mex-
ican culinary excellence, the 
company unveiled its newest 
location – called “Fuego y Mar” 
– which just opened in Katy.

Founder Cesar Rodriguez, 
wife Magdalena Rodriguez, 
COO daugher Alexandra Rodri-
guez-Williams, brother Cesar 

Rodriguez and other family 
members prepared a “birth-
day” party and soft-opening 
celebration event at the new 
restaurant, located at 24205 
Katy Freeway near the Grand 
Parkway, on November 29th.  
The evening featured live music 
and entertainment along with 
free appetizers.

“We are extremely happy 
and honored to celebrate 50 
years of service and support 
from our friends, family and 
Houston’s community,” said 
founder Rodriguez.  

“This is a great opportunity 
to present our new location in 
Katy and an extension of our 
Gulfgate ‘Authentic Mexican 
Restaurant’ concept with Fuego 
y Mar,” said Rodriguez-Wil-
liams. “Fuego y Mar offers 
may of our classic dishes as 
well as new menu items that 
are sure to become favorites.  
We’re offering a larger seafood 
selection, a new dessert bar, a 
larger bar menu, a larger patio 
and much, much more.  Did 
I mention firewood-cooked 
fajitas and Angus beef?”

Slick City Action Park to open 
first Texas location in Katy
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Slick City Action Parks – the 
world’s first indoor dry-slide and air 
court park designed for all ages –  
announces their entrance into Texas 
with the opening of their third and 
largest location coming to Katy. Fea-
turing aptly named slides including 
“Mega Launch”, “The Dragon” and 
“Cowabunga”, the brand currently has 
two locations in Denver, CO and St. 
Louis, MO.  The new Katy location is 
Texas-sized with a whopping 56,000 
sq ft of space, featuring 11 dry slides, 
an acrobat alley (with a zip line, 
trapeze swing, tumbling air courts), 
mini go karts and a junior play area 
with mini slides, soft play areas and 
a web crawler. Slick City combines 
proprietary, “We’ve gotta do that!” 
attractions with an exceptional guest 
experience to inspire, engage and 
entertain thrill-seekers of all ages, 
said company officials.

With the out-of-home entertain-
ment market valued at $287.3 billion 
in 2022 and estimated to surpass 
$497.9 billion by 2031, Slick City has 
seen incredible demand for their 
experiential destination. As Katy’s 
population continues to grow at a 
steady rate of 6.27% annually, the 
flourishing area is a perfect match for 
Slick City as it takes the next step in 
its national expansion. 

“We’re thrilled to be opening our 
first location in the beautiful Lone Star 
state,” said Bron Launsby, CEO and 
Founder of Slick City. “Our first two 
locations have seen incredible recep-

tion in their respective cities and the 
energy we’ve seen there is perfect for a 
vibrant city like Katy. We are over-
joyed to be bringing the community a 
new and exciting way to have fun and 
make memories with friends, family, 
and loved ones in addition to creating 
75+ new job opportunities.”

This new location will be Slick 
City’s third corporate owned location 
and will be located at 5000 Katy Mills 
Circle, Suite 743, Katy, TX 77494, with 
plans to open in early December. Un-
like other out of home entertainment 
parks, Slick City is truly made for ev-
eryone. The brand and its attractions 
were designed for both the young 
and young at heart to enjoy while 
creating new shared experiences with 
friends and family. Slick City hosts 
corporate events and adult nights to 
appeal to grownups, and birthday 
parties for all ages; the brand has 
already been named “Best Place for 
a Kid’s Birthday Party” in St Louis. 
On top of that, Katy will have special 
attractions for guests aged three and 
under with gated areas and seating 
for parents. This all-ages appeal also 
powers major brand growth: Slick 
City plans for rapid expansion in 
2024 and beyond, with numerous 
new locations planned across the U.S.

Slick City was founded in 2021 by 
Bron Launsby, an experienced entre-
preneur in the trampoline park space 
and a board member of the Interna-
tional Adventure and Trampoline 
Parks Association. For more infor-
mation about Slick City, visit https://
slickcity.com/. 

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Family-owned Doneraki Mexican Restaurants opened Fuego y Mar on November 29th at 24205 Katy Freeway.  The company has been 
serving the Houston community for 50 years, said founder Cesar Rodriguez.

Doneraki Mexican Restaurant 
celebrates 50 years in business
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
CHRISTMAS EVE AT BECKENDORFF FARMS

4 PM FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICE

6 PM CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Join us Christmas Eve morning at 10:30 AM
for a candlelight service celebrating the 

birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ!

600 Pin Oak Rd. Katy, TX 77494

Celebrate the
Christmas Season

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1350 N. Mason Road, Katy

December 17
10:30 a.m. Cantata

11:30 Ugly Sweater/Cookie Swap

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
on December 24 at 6:30 p.m.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

‘Tis the season for festivities, 
gatherings and family time, and the YMCA 
of Greater Houston would like to share 
all their holiday happenings to make this 
season special for the community. For 
years, the YMCA of Greater Houston has 
worked hard to make a difference for 
Houstonians through YMCA programs 
that impact youth, families and older 
adults.

The needs of the Houston and Katy 
community are diverse and evolving 
and the Y is needed now more than ever, 
according to a press release from the 
organization. A few of the impactful holi-
day happenings at the YMCA this season 
include:

• YMCA Adopt-A-Family Program 
– Help bring smiles to vulnerable com-
munity members by participating in the 
YMCA International Services’ annual 

Adopt-A-Family program. This program 
provides an opportunity to fulfill holiday 
wish lists and provide essential items to 
those in need now through December 15. 
To learn more about the Adopt-A-Family 
program, please visit https://linktr.ee/
adoptafamily. 

• YMCA Holiday Giving Program – 
Make this season merry and bright for 
our neighbors! The Y is calling on the 
community to volunteer to distribute 
and wrap gifts at YMCA centers as well 
as donate gifts to families and those in 
need. To learn more about volunteer and 
donation opportunities near you, please 
visit ymcahouston.org/holiday-giving or 
contact your local YMCA.

• YMCA Holiday Childcare and Camps 
– To support working families this holiday 
break, the YMCA is offering holiday 
camps where youth will have a blast 
participating in a wide-array of enrich-
ment activities, fun and games. Youth 

Holiday Camps begin as early as Dec. 18 
and run through Dec. 29. To learn more 
about YMCA Holiday Camps near you, 
please visit ymcahouston.org/programs/
childcare-and-camps/holiday-camp?se-
lectedCategories=CAT596 or contact your 
local YMCA. 

• YMCA Expert: Strategies for Deepen-
ing Connection over the Holidays – As the 
U.S. struggles with an epidemic of loneli-
ness, isolation, and feelings of disconnec-
tion, the YMCA would like to share strate-
gies to encourage deeper connection over 
the holiday season. Recommendations 
include engaging in high-quality connec-
tions with others, practicing gratitude and 
seeking out ways to support others.

Local YMCAs in the Katy area include:
• Monte Ballard YMCA at Cinco Ranch, 

22807 Westheimer Pkwy, Katy (281) 392-
5055

• Ken Lay YMCA, 1901 Charlton House 
Ln, Katy (281) 392-5055

YMCAs offer ways to celebrate the season by helping others

COURTESY LOVE ADVERTISING

You can bring joy to the less fortunate members of the community 
by adopting a family like this one, shown in 2022 celebrating on 
Christmas morning.

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Local businessman Thomas B. 
Polvogt III has written a book about the 

world’s most fa-
mous stepfather. 

The now-re-
tired insurance 
agent – a familiar 
figure who often 
leads the pledges 
of allegiance at 
meetings of the 
Katy EDC – has 
penned “Joseph: 
Step-father,” a 

treatise on the life of the man who mar-
ried Mary, the mother of Jesus.

“Through Scripture and personal 
experience, we know a lot about Jesus,” 
the author says on the book’s jacket.  
“But not much is said about Joseph, the 
husband of Mary.”  Polvogt continues 
that little is known or written about 
Joseph, whom he considers “an honor-
able man and full of integrity.”

Released at the end of September 
2023, the book explores these ques-

tions, according to the book’s descrip-
tion posted on Amazon.com:

• After Jesus was born, Magi from the 
east come to worship him, and give him 
gifts -- gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Whatever happened to those gifts? 

• Jesus had three half-brothers; did 
they know that HE was the Messiah? 

• When JESUS was on the cross, 
about to die, he asked John his disciple 
to take care of Mary, HIS mother. 
Why did he not ask his half-brothers? 
Especially James, who later became the 
leader of the Church in Jerusalem? 

• The Angel Gabriel came to Joseph 
in a dream and told him to go to Egypt. 
How did he go to Egypt and where did 
he stay when he was in Egypt? 

• Did Joseph and Mary know what 
happened in Bethlehem after they left 
(all the babies being killed)? Did they 
know at the time or later? 

• Joseph was not alive during Jesus’ 
ministry. When did he die? 

• What was it like for Joseph to raise 
a “perfect” child? 

• How did Jesus and James get along 
before Jesus started His ministry? 

• Why was there room in the Inn, 

when Joseph 
and Mary came 
to Bethlehem? 

The book 
is available on 
Amazon in hard-
back, paperback 
or Kindle format.

Polvogt 
founded Caleb 
Insurance and 
Financial Ser-
vices, Inc which 

has been serving the community of 
Katy and surrounding areas since 1981. 
The agency has won multiple awards 
including the President’s Council 
Sales award, the Champion Confer-
ence award and the Million Dollar 
Round Table Award, among others. 
The agency was acquired by Inszone 
Insurance Services, a rapidly growing 
national provider of benefits, personal, 
and commercial lines insurance in 
May 2022. But although he is no longer 
affiliated with the business, Polvogt 
remains active in the Economic 
Development Council as well as other 
community activities.

Katy author's new book examines the role of Joseph

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

PHOTO BY SHERREL ROGERS

The Katy & Royal 4H Waller County enjoyed breakfast with Santa at the Brookshire Convention Center in Brookshire on 
Saturday, December 2. Front Row (left to right: Erin Stokes, Aidan Stokes, Santa Claus, Bonnie Tobola Back row (left to right): 
Ashlee Tobola, Marcia Stokes, Amanda Neuendorf, Doug Neuendorf.

THOMAS B. 
POLVOGT III
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Join us for worship this Advent season!
December 10th - Peace

December 17th - Joy

DECEMBER 24th
CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE

5:30pm
Child care

available

In a surprise for 
shoppers at Katy 
Mills Mall on 
Saturday morning, 
music students from 
Royal High School 
and the Royal Junior 
High School STEM 
program staged a 
“flash mob.”  The 
musicians performed 
“Jesu, Joy of Man’s 
Desiring” at the 
Christmas tree in the 
courtyard in front 
of the Polo Ralph 
Lauren store at the 
mall.   

SUSAN ROVEGNO

ROYAL ISD SCHOOL MUSIC STUDENTS STAGE FLASH MOB PERFORMANCE AT KATY MILLS MALL

Get out and about with these trips 
hosted by Fussell Senior Center

See the holiday sights all 
over the region with these 
tours hosted by the City of 
Katy’s Fussell Senior Center.  
You do not have to be a 
resident of the City of Katy in 
order to sign up. 

 For sign-up or more 
information, please contact 
Amanda Di Dio at adidio@
cityofkaty.com or call (281) 
391-4837.

• Friday, December 8th at 
3:30 p.m. – Christmas Lights 
Tour of Downtown Houston.  
Enjoy dinner and a driving 
tour of Downtown Houston 
to check out the glittering 
holiday decorations!  There 
is a $10 advance fee for this 
trip.

• Friday, December 15th 
at 1 p.m. – Shopping, Dinner 
and Christmas Tour of the 
Heights.  Enjoy shopping, 
dinner at Spaghetti Western 
and a driving tour of the his-
toric Heights neighborhood.  
There is a $10.00 advance fee 
for this trip.

• Friday, December 15th 
at 4:30 p.m. – Christmas 
Lights Tour of Sugar Land.  
Begin with dinner at the 
Adriatic Café, followed by 
a driving tour of the Sugar 
Land area’s seasonal lights.  
There is no advanced cost 
for this trip.
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Shelleé Turner, PA-C, is a primary care provider who strives to provide hope, compassion, comfort 
and healing to patients. She aspires to establish a long-term relationship with each patient, 
valuing their unique past, addressing present concerns and collaborating for a healthy future.

She joins Houston Methodist Primary Care Group in Katy, where she will be seeing new and 
existing patients in person and virtually. 

Her expertise includes:

• Acute and chronic care

• Allergy and asthma

• Bowel and intestinal care

• Complete physicals

• Diabetes management

• Health screenings

• High blood pressure

• High cholesterol

• Preventive care

• Weight loss management

• Women’s health

Houston Methodist Welcomes Shelleé Turner, PA-C

WELCOMING
Shelleé Turner, PA-C 

Primary Care

Schedule online at houstonmethodist.org/pcg/katy
or call 713.394.6638.

Leading Medicine 

IN KATY

23530 Kingsland Blvd., Suite 130

Katy, TX 77494

KINGSLAND BLVD.

HOUSTON METHODIST
PRIMARY CARE GROUP 
IN KATY

10

99

EDUCATION
Royal ISD welding students to participate in rodeo craft competition
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Royal ISD CTE Welding 
Department announced its partic-
ipation in the upcoming Industrial 
Craft Competition (ICC) at the 
2024 Houston Livestock Show & 
Rodeo (HLSR), where skilled stu-
dents will showcase their precision 
and craftsmanship in the welding 
and manufacturing arena.

“The HLSR provides a unique 
opportunity to gain hands-on 
experience through the ICC 
as students prepare to join the 

workforce,” said the district in 
a statement. The HLSR ICC is 
planned and conducted annually 
by the HLSR ICC Committee made 
up of member contractor (employ-
er) representatives and Texas ISDs. 
The contest is “invitation-only.” 

In this event, students work 
together to build and execute an 
industrial skid. Students must plan 
and execute the construction of an 
industrial skid using the drawings, 
donated materials, tools, methods, 
and safety standards used in in-
dustrial construction. In addition 

to the physical work, students 
must comply with daily industrial 
safety expectations, including the 
proper use of personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) and daily 
safety task analysis (STAs). Also, 
the students will develop detailed 
schedules for the work and track 
progress. The competition began 
at the beginning of the Fall 2023 
semester and will culminate at the 
2024 Rodeo. After judging, projects 
will be returned to the participat-
ing school districts after the Rodeo 
for use in teaching the industrial 

curriculum. 
Students see and experience 

an entire project build. Many 
students do not realize all the 
different opportunities available 
in construction, such as material 
handling, scheduling, planning, 
safety, quality control, and project 
execution, according to the dis-
trict’s statement. Royal CTE Weld-
ing Instructors Selena Castillo and 
Roldan Salais are qualified and 
tasked with managing the compet-
itors, supervising the project build, 
scheduling safety inspections, re-

ceiving materials, and overseeing 
all aspects of student activities.

Royal ISD CTE Welding students 
benefit greatly from participation 
in the ICC Competition, said the 
district. Students will acquire skills 
that will prepare them for industry 
careers in manufacturing. Students 
have the opportunity to network 
with local companies who are 
looking to hire students after gradu-
ation. Scholarships are available for 
students through HLSR so that stu-
dents may continue their education 
in the manufacturing fields. 

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Five FFA Leadership Develop-
ment Event teams from Royal ISD 
competed at the Area XI contest on 
November 18th with three teams 
advancing to the state competition. 

The Texas FFA State Competition 
is Friday, December 1st and Saturday, 
December 2nd at Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville. The Texas 
FFA comprises 1,200 chapters in the 
state and nearly 170,000 members. 

Statebound:
• Public Relations / Area XI 

Champions / StateBound: Kaelyn 
Hein, Kaylee Meader, Elizabeth 
Ibarra, Katia Mendoza

• Senior Spanish Creed / Area 
XI Champion / Statebound:  Katia 
Mendoza

• Agricultural Advocacy / Area 
XI Runner Up /Statebound: Lauren 
Hillsman, Elyssa Pruner, Raelee 
Hacke, Jaylyn Danz, Alexcia Garcia

Also competed: 
• Senior Skills / 3rd Place Team:  

Deysi Rivera, Kaelyn Hein, Elyssa 
Pruner

• Agricultural Issues / 8th Place 
Team: Keylin Arragon, Gabriel Velas-
quez, Guadalupe Cruz, Jade Lopez, 
Helena Ferro, Isaac Martinez

Students at British International School of 
Houston celebrate outstanding academic results
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The British International 
School of Houston announced 
on November 28th outstanding 
academic results with two perfect 
PSAT Test scores of 1520 – the 
maximum score possible.  In ad-
dition, students were recognized 
for obtaining the highest marks in 
the country for the International 
General Certificate of Secondary 
Education (IGCSE) results.

Five students were also 
acknowledged for attaining 
the Highest Mark in the United 
States for the General Certificate 
of Secondary Education (GCSE) 
examination results in history, 
French, fine arts, mathematics, 
biology, chemistry and physics. 
To achieve this award, students 
had to compete with thousands 
of other students across the 
United States and globally for 
the same exam series and on the 
same subject. 

“All of us here at British Inter-
national School of Houston are 
incredibly proud of the achieve-
ments of our IGCSE and PSAT 
cohort,” said Barrie Scrymgeour, 
principal at BIS Houston. “Our 
students showcased exceptional 
resilience, hard work, and deter-
mination all along the way. I’d 
like to also thank our dedicated 

and inspirational teachers for 
their role in helping our students 
make this year’s results so great,” 
he added. 

“Thanks to these excellent 
academic results, graduating 

students from BIS Houston 
have received offers to attend 
top 100 universities globally 
including Rice, UPenn, Oxford, 
Cambridge, Columbia, Stanford, 
and beyond,” the school said in a 

press release.
To learn more about The 

British International School of 
Houston, visit bishouston.org. 
The school is located at 2203 N. 
Westgreen Blvd. in Katy.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF HOUSTON

Celebrating the achievements of 11th graders at the British International School of Houston (located in Katy) are (left to right): Helen Morgan, 
BIS Houston Head of Secondary; Hannah Eldemerdash, who received the Highest Mark in United States, Pearson Edexcel International GCSE 
French; Josephine Burge, who received Highest Mark in the Americas, Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Fine Art; Avilash Jayakumar, Highest 
Mark in United States, Pearson Edexcel International GCSE History; Fowwaz Muhammad, Highest Mark in United States, Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE Mathematics A and top score in PSAT; Vaughn Holmes, top score in PSAT; Timothy McCullough, Highest Mark in the Americas, 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Biology & Physics and Highest Mark in United States, Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Chemistry; and  
Scott Turner, BIS Houston Deputy Head of Secondary / Head of High School.

Three Royal 
ISD FFA teams 
advance to state 
competition
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Private, Custom Jeweler
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15 Years
Experience

We Buy
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Downtown
Fulshear By Appt. Call or Text

Greg 713-560-8496
Ideal Diamond Buyers • 8045 FM 359 Rd S. • Fulshear

“Ideal Service...Better Value”

Private
Jeweler

We Buy
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Friday
• Morton Ranch vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
• Jordan vs. Katy, 7 p.m.
• Mayde Creek vs. Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Taylor, 7 p.m.

Monday
• Seven Lakes vs. Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
• Taylor vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.
• Katy vs. Paetow, 7 p.m.

Friday
• Seven Lakes vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch vs. Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
• Taylor vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.
• Katy vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.

Monday
• Mayde Creek vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
• Jordan vs. Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.
• Paetow vs. Katy, 7 p.m.
• Morton Ranch vs Taylor, 7 p.m.

SCHEDULES

WEEK OF DECEMBER 8

BOYS BASKETBALL

GIRLS BASKETBALL

SCORES &Jordan holds off Westside for 
win in Katy ISD Tournament
Warriors building confidence 
with big goals this season
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Jordan is out to prove they can build on 
last year.

The Warriors are coming off their best 
ever season as they finished with a 28-9 
record, reached the Region III-6A Semifinal 
and finished second in District 19-6A. The 
goal for the Warriors is to continue that 
success into this year with a young core of 
players that are already battle tested.

The Warriors have made sure to play 
strong opposition throughout non-district 
play and that included in the Katy ISD 
Tournament, where they overcame a strong 
Westside team Friday, winning 69-67 to 
improve to 11-1 on the year.

It was a back and forth game where 

both teams tested each other from start to 
finish and Jordan’s players had to execute 
down the stretch. It came down the final 
possessions and although any team would 
like to win by a big margin, going through 
those battles and learning how to play in 
the clutch is an important thing for players 
who haven’t been at the varsity level before 
the Warriors get to district play.

“There’s going to be a lot of games that 
come down to these types of situations in 
district, it’s never going to be easy,” said 
Jordan head coach Charlie Jones. “Of 
course I’d rather it not be that close, but it’s 
good for the kids to play in these types of 
games, get that experience and learn how 
to execute in it.”

It was a close one the whole way, Jordan 
led 22-21 after the first quarter and despite 
trailing most of the second quarter were 
able to pull back ahead for a 36-35 lead at 
halftime. But the third quarter is where the 

See JORDAN, page B3

TYLER TYRE

Jaden Holt goes up for a layup during Friday's game between 
Jordan and Westside at the Jordan gym.

Tompkins 
tops Cinco 
Ranch in big 
early district 
matchup
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

It’s a new look Tompkins squad this year. 
But for the Falcons the goal remains the same.

Tompkins isn’t looking for any excuses. 
They know it will take time to get where they 
want to be as a team, but they are already 
making strides, which was on full display 
Tuesday against Cinco Ranch. The Falcons 
put together a full team performance with 
big games from all over the roster on the way 
to a 59-43 win.

“This is the type of win we needed to have 
and I think it’s going to be huge for confi-
dence and team building,” said senior guard 
Gabby Panter. “It shows we can rely on each 
other, play together and still get wins against 
good teams. It was a really good game for us.”

Tompkins spread the ball around and got 
everyone going on the night. Cinco Ranch 
came out with a gameplan of slowing down 
Tompkins’ leading scorer, Rihanna DeLeon, 
but that strategy opened things up for the 
Falcons other scorers. Sascha Coughran 
led the way with 18 points, including five 
three pointers, while Caitlyn D’Addieco had 
10 points, Haylie Panter had 10 points and 
DeLeon had eight point.

“Sascha has been doing this for us all year 
and she’s really stepped up and been that 
second scorer,” said Tompkins head coach 
Tamatha Ray. “She had 26 points in our first 
game of the year and that was an eye opener 
for us and she’s just kept doing it. The kids 
have adapted very well, Rihanna knows that 
when teams key in on her she has to make 
an impact in other ways and everyone plays 
together really well.”

Cinco Ranch came out strong with a good 
first quarter, going up 15-10 and leading 19-
17 after one quarter, but Tompkins answered 
back and dominated the rest of the way. The 
Falcons turned that deficit into a 10 point 
lead at halftime before growing it to 49-34 
at half and to over 20 points in the fourth 
quarter.

continuing 
historic run in 
senior season

BatesBates

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

AJ Bates has been going into the 
record books at Seven Lakes his entire 
high school career.

 Bates has been part of the high-
est highs for Seven Lakes. Bates has 
helped improve the program and that 

coincided with the Spartans' best-ever 
season last year. 

But those accomplishments 
haven’t satisfied one of the best to 
walk through Seven Lakes' halls. The 
Louisiana Tech commit hasn’t taken 
a day off going into this year and he 
continues to push himself and his 
teammates to be the best they can be.

“AJ is here everyday at 6 a.m. shoot-
ing and working,” said Seven Lakes 
head coach Shannon Heston. “He’s 
cost me thousands of hours of sleep 
over the past four years but I absolute-
ly love him for it. AJ sets the tone for 
everyone else with his work ethic, with 

See BATES, page B8

See TOMPKINS, page B7

GIRLS BASKETBALL
AJ Bates goes up for a dunk during 

Monday's Class 6A Regional 
Quarterfinal between Seven Lakes 

and Stratford at the Merrell Center. 
DOMENIC GREY |SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES
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LOCAL AUTHOR BOB DOLL
COACHES ON CREATIVITY

First published in 2021, Shut Up 
and Draw: A Journey to Creativity is 
a book about how anyone can be 
creative in whatever they’re doing. 
You don’t have to be an artist. 
The book tells a story about 
how drawing is just one way to 
explore one’s own creative
endeavors with information 
about:

• How upbringing can
  influence your creativity
• How challenging long held traditions can be beneficial
  to your creativity
• How looking at things differently can reveal hidden
  treasures
• The creativeness of journaling
• How you’re not locked into a mindset
• and more

The book is loaded with the author’s own humorous
illustrations to enhance your reading experience. Bob
represents himself as an artist/writer who emphasizes
creativity is for everyone regardless of your stage in life.

Available on Amazon: Shut Up and Draw: A Journey to 
Creativity

For more information, contact Bob at bob@bobdoll.com

Your Productivity is Your Business.  Your Convenience is Ours.

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

ApexExecutiveSuites.com  •  281-363-1336

 Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
 Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
 Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307 ApexExecutiveSuites

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for 
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their 
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers 
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote 
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
• Staffed Reception Area
• Copy / Scan / Fax Access
• High Speed Internet
• Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

• Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
   Drinks
• Conference Rooms & Day Office
   Rental

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The Texans' defense has 
stepped up in critical moments 
this year.

They’ve led Houston to wins in 
important spots and along with 
the offense kept the Texans in 
playoff contention, and over the 
past few weeks they have really 
come alive.

But none of those moments 
have amounted to the perfor-
mance the Texans' defense put 
together Sunday, as Houston kept 
the Denver Broncos offense in 
check and came out with a 22-17 
win in a critical AFC matchup.

“We knew today was going 
to be a tough battle and I’m just 
excited how we came through it,” 
said Texans head coach DeMeco 
Ryans. “Our guys fought until the 
end and I’m really proud of them 
for not blinking in clutch moments. 
We made plays and stepped up on 
defense. It’s a credit to the defense. 
Our guys showed the type of foot-
ball we can play today.”

Houston’s defense stepped up 
early and often throughout the en-
tire game. The Texans made a stop 
on Denver’s first drive and got the 
ball back for Houston in good field 
position for the Texans offense to 
start off the right way. The offense 
did the rest, driving into Denver 
territory before kicking a field goal 
and taking the lead early in the 
first quarter. Houston’s defense 
didn’t allow a point for most of 
the first half and Stroud and the 
offense took advantage, building a 
lead with another touchdown late 
in the first quarter on a Dameon 
Pierce 3-yard run after getting into 
the redzone off a big play from CJ 
Stroud to Nico Collins, before add-
ing a field goal in the second quar-
ter to make things 13-0. Denver’s 
offense finally got on the board 
late in the half, kicking a 34-yard 
field goal to trim Houston’s lead to 
10. Houston ha a chance at a late 
drive in the half but weren’t able 
to do anything with it as Houston 
went into the locker room leading 
13-3. 

“We keep getting better and 
that’s what you need out of team,” 
Stroud said. “You don’t want these 
games to always be close, but the 

Denver Broncos are a great team 
and for us to step up and get this 
win was huge. The NFL is a hard 
league. We just have to keep get-
ting better and learning from our 
mistakes because this season isn’t 
over. We want to stay resilient and 
keep making a push.”

Houston came out of the locker 
room and added a field goal on 
their first drive of the half, but the 
Broncos responded and got back 
to a one score game on a big 45-
yard pass from Russell Wilson to 
Cortland Sutton midway through 
the third quarter. Denver got the 
ball back with a chance to take the 
lead, but Derek Stingley came up 
with his third interception in three 
games giving Houston the ball 
deep in Denver territory to start 
the fourth quarter and took ad-
vantage, finding the endzone on a 
3-yard pass from Stroud to Collins, 
increasing the Houston lead to 22-
10. Denver came back to score on 
a 1-yard Wilson quarterback sneak 
and the Texans couldn’t answer 
back, having to punt. Stingley 
bailed the Houston offense out 
again though, coming down with 
an interception and getting the 
ball back, but the Texans couldn’t 
get past midfield and were again 
forced to punt. Denver drove all 
the way down the field with a 
chance to tie in the final seconds, 
but the defense came up big one 
final time and Jimmie Ward in-
tercepted a third and goal pass in 
the endzone to give the Texans a 
key win that greatly increased the 
teams playoff chances.

Houston will be on the road 
next, as they face the Jets before 
traveling again to take on the Ti-
tans, as the Texans have a chance 
to put a winning streak together 
heading into the final weeks of the 
season.

“This is the NFL every week,” 
Ryans said. “These games are 
going to come down to those final 
small moments — most games 
are going to be within a score so 
it’s how you operate when that’s 
the case. Our guys have gotten a 
lot better with handling that and 
finding a way to win. They kept 
calm, executed and did what they 
needed to do in those moments 
today and that’s what we need 
going forward as well.”

Three interceptions lead Texans past Broncos

Above: Texans 
cornerback Derek 
Stingley Jr. (24) 
celebrates after 
intercepting a 
pass from Broncos 
quarterback Russell 
Wilson during an 
NFL game between 
the Texans and 
the Broncos on 
December 3, 2023 
in Houston. The 
Texans won, 22-17. 
Left: Texans safety 
Jalen Pitre (5) and 
cornerback Desmond 
King II (25) celebrate 
with safety Jimmie 
Ward (1) after Ward 
made an interception 
in the end zone in 
the final seconds of 
the game to secure 
a 22-17 win over the 
Broncos in an NFL 
game on December 
3, 2023 in Houston.

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. 
COLEMAN

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN 

Left: Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) passes the ball to 
tight end Brevin Jordan (9) during an NFL game between 
the Texans and the Broncos on December 3, 2023 in 
Houston. The Texans won, 22-17. Above:  Texans wide 
receiver John Metchie III (8) is tackled after a catch during 
an NFL game between the Texans and the Broncos on 
December 3, 2023 in Houston. The Texans won, 22-17.
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Warriors started asserting 
themselves. Jordan upped 
the defensive intensity and 
got out in transition for 
quick buckets, opening up 
a 61-55 lead and held on, 
executing well in the fourth 
to clinch the win.

“We really locked in 
defensively in the third and 
fourth quarters,” said junior 
forward Jude Oluokun. “We 
got stops, got rebounds and 
pushed and scored. When 
we play like that, it helps us 
so much as a team. Nobody 
can guard us — nobody 
can stop us when we play 
like that. When we have 
that intensity and play the 
right way, we can play with 
anyone.”

Jaden Holt led the way 
with 23 points while Corey 
Nicholson had 11 and Jacob 
Oluokun, Rayan Fadika and 
Jalen Black each pitched in 
eight points.

The Warriors and the 
rest of Katy ISD start up 
District 19-6A play once 
the Katy ISD tournament is 
over, and Jordan knows it 
has a long way to reach its 
goals, but they are working 
every day to get better and 
reach them.

“It’s really just about 
going out and doing the 

right things every day,” Holt 
said. “We need to stick to 
Coach Jones' plan, execute 
in practice and go out there 
and play hard every night. 

If we execute the plan the 
right way and we play hard, 
I don’t think there’s anyone 
out there who can beat 
us. We’re excited to get to 

from page B1
JORDAN

Corey Nicholson shoots a jumper during Friday's game between Jordan and Westside at the Jordan gym.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

Jaden Holt drives to the basket during Friday's game between Jordan and Westside at the Jordan gym.

Elian Dudziak shoots a jumper during Friday's game between Jordan and Westside 
at the Jordan gym.

Above: Elian Dudziak goes up for a layup during Friday's game between Jordan and Westside at the Jordan gym. Below: Jalen 
Black shoots a jumper during Friday's game between Jordan and Westside at the Jordan gym.
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Katy ISD Provides Evaluations
for Students

 with Suspected Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Department of
Special Education provides evaluations for students with
suspected disabilities to identify every student with a
disability living within the district’s boundaries. These 
evaluations are designed to help identify children who may 
qualify for the district’s special education or Section 504 
program.

Students with all categories of disabilities between the 
ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to ensure 
their success in school. These services and supports may 
be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 
Special Education services are also available to children 
who are visually and/or auditory impaired starting at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be challenged with 
a disability, please contact the Katy ISD Department of 
Special Education at 281-396-2066. The Department of 
Special Education will coordinate efforts to evaluate the 
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided 
with supports and services needed to obtain academic and 
non-academic benefit. Please do not hesitate to call should 
you have any questions.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
employer. The Board of Trustees, and its agents, officers, 
and staff members shall not discriminate based on gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS 
Sealed bids addressed to Harris County MUD 71, Trail
Improvements at Mirror and Morton Lake, will be received
in the office of Halff Associates, Inc. 14800 St. Mary’s Lane,
Suite 160, Houston, TX 77079 until 2:00 p.m. Thursday,
December 21st, 2023, at which time all bids will be opened
and publicly read in Suite 160 for the furnishing of material,
equipment, labor and supervision necessary or incidental
to the Construction of Harris County MUD 71, Trail
Improvements at Mirror and Morton Lake. Proposals
tendered after closing will be returned unopened. Scope of
Project: 1. Demolition of existing decomposed granite trail
2. SWPPP 3. Minor Site Grading and Preparation
4. Concrete Flatwork 5. Sod. Bid documents in digital format
will be available via CivCast. A MANDATORY pre-bid
conference will be conducted in the office of Halff
Associates, Inc. 14800 St. Mary’s Lane, Suite 160, Houston, 
TX 77079 on Thursday, December 14th @ 2:00 p.m. The 
successful bidder may be required to provide a performance 
bond, payment bond, and a maintenance bond as provided 
for in the bid documents, for the full amount of the contract. 
The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a 
TABC Wholesaler’s Permit by 
Torre De Pedra Beverage LLC, 
dba Torre De Pedra Beverage, 
to be located at 7737 Cherokee 
Rd, Unit A, City of Katy, Waller 
County, Texas. Officer of said 
LLC is Michael Owen McEntee, 
Managing Member.
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NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION BY 
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

TO AMEND THE MAJOR THOROUGHFARE 
PLAN/MAP FILED FOR RECORD WITH THE 

COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE
APPLICATION:   On behalf of the property owner, North Pines 1488 LP, Quiddity
Engineering, LLC is requesting to be allowed to amend The Major Thoroughfare 
Plan/Map as noted in the application (9706 / 13854). The amendment will adjust 
Stone Bridge Parkway to align with the approved Solar Farm’s 120’ exclusion area for 
future ROW extension along the west side of the property.

This amendment request, if approved, will only effect the applicant property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during the regular session 
of Commissioners’ Court on (December 20th, 2023) at the Waller County
Courthouse Annex, 425 FM 1488, Hempstead, Texas 77445.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
(1) General Description of property: Unit is 10’ by 20’
climate-controlled unit. Unit contains a dryer, several
pieces of furniture including a couch set, and an HP
printer.

(2) Lien: This unit is being sold to satisfy a lien owed to 
Cane Island Storage.

(3) Owner: The owner of this unit is Thomas Wiley.

(4) Address: The address of the self-storage facility is 27748 
Highway 90, Katy, Tx 77494

(5) Site/Time: Auction will take place on December 18 
Through December 31, 2023 at 11 am and will be hosted on 
SelfStorageAuction.com  

Reach potential buyers
when you advertise 
in the Classifi eds!

Place your ad today at

979-885-3562
or 
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BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 3-9, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC
The gift that keeps you learning – the Texas 
Almanac  2024-2025 is the premier reference for 
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with 
the latest information, including the 254 county 
maps and population estimates for every Texas 
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

AUCTIONS
Ranch Dispersal Auction, Dec. 7, Mount Pleasant, 
TX. Full dispersal auction of McKellar Ranch: 430 
acres w/2 homes in 11 parcels of 5 to 53± acres each 
ideal for homesites or development; 75+ lots including 
tractors, trailers, implements, UTV’s, gates, pens and 
more. 918-550-8118, CJ-AUCTIONS.COM.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

CELL PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case 
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
and mold in your home. If you have water damage to 
your home, call for a free estimate for complete repairs 
to protect your family and your home’s value! Call 
24/7:  1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

1. REACH: Weekly & hyper-local single source advertising 
vehicle reaches more of your potential customers within your 
“Circle-of-Influence”.

2. QUALITY: Your very best prospects are newspaper 
readers. They have higher levels of education, higher 
household incomes and higher value of their primary 
residence.

3. TARGETED: Focused hyper-local editorial content 
ensures loyal readership.

4. IMMEDIATE: One of the fastest forms of advertising. 
Short deadlines allow advertising messages to be created and 
delivered in a matter of days.

5. FLEXIBILTY: Advertising that fits the size of the 
business and the size of the event, with short deadlines.

6. CREDIBILTY & TRUST: Consumers trust 
newspapers and frequently seen ads create a level of implied 
trust. You purchase the trust the Newspaper has spent many 
years building.

7. SELECTIVE NOT INTRUSIVE: Today’s 
shoppers are far less likely to accept advertising that is 
spooned out to them. Newspapers are the medium used most 
for shopping during an average week. (59% of Shoppers)

8. ENVIRONMENT: Readers trust the newspaper to 
regularly deliver relevant news and information. People still 
love to read their names of names of people they know, or 
see their pictures in the local newspaper.

9. RELIED UPON: Newspaper advertising is a valuable 
commodity to consumers. Newspapers outdistanced other 
media in terms of: shopping plans, comparing prices.

10. RESULTS: Consistent newspaper campaigns have 
been very effective in building Brand recognition, delivering 
Merchandising messages and motivating customers with 
attractive “Call-to-Action” limited opportunities.

REALLY
GOOD REASONS TO INVEST INGOOD REASONS TO INVEST IN
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

www.katytimes.com • 281-391-3141
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
BUSINESS SERVICES

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Mailboxes And Much More!

23144 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Suite B
Katy, TX 77494 | 281.396.4773

23144 Cinco Ranch Boulevard Suite B 
Katy, TX 77494

281.396.4773

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Fax, and Lamination Services.

Virtual and Physical Mailbox.

 

Services:
· Alterations

Men, Women, And More

· Custon Tailoring
· Dress Making/Aleteration

· Prom, Graduation, Quince
· Embrodery

· and More Call/Text Today!

OPEN 
NOW

ALTERATIONS ATTORNEYS

Wills - Family Law
Criminal Law + More

Get the legal
representation you 

deserve at
HALF THE COST!

Call 346-476-6939 to schedule a FREE Consultation
 www.alchemyattorneys.com

Date: __________________  Phone#:  _____________________________  
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
                 _____________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________
Cash ___      Check ___ # _________
Card___ #_______________________________ Exp.______ CVV_______

PAYER INFORMATION

Date: __________________  Phone#:  _____________________________  
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
                 _____________________________________________________

THIS GIFT IS FOR

 Convenient delivery via US Postal Service each Thursday and unlimited access
    to the katytimes.com website which is updated daily throughout the day
 Choose your subscription method
 ° Mail this form with your payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678,
    Katy, TX 77492-0678
 ° Call 281-391-3141
 ° Go online at katytimes.com and look for the “subscribe” button

T H E  P E R F E C T
S T O C K I N G  S T U F F E R !
Give a gift each week all year long – 

FOR JUST $35.00!!
• For Mom and Dad!
• For high school sports fans!
• For ANYONE  who’s KEEPING UP WITH KATY!

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Cinco Ranch is fired up for this year. 
The Cougars have been building 

momentum heading into this year. 
They have one of the best returning 
players in the district in junior point 
guard Prince Jones -Bynum and a vast 
array of lengthy players that can get up 
and down the court. 

Despite a young squad the Cougars 
have jumped out to an 11-2 start to the 
year and that continued on Friday, as 
they won two games in the Katy ISD 
Tournament, beating Foster in their 
first game of the day before overcoming 
Klein in a thriller 68-61 as the Cougars 
came out on top in a back and forth 
matchup. It was a physical, chippy 
game, but one that the Cougars thrived 
in and they loved playing in that type of 
environment.

“It was amazing the way out team 
came together and fought fonight,” 
Jones-Bynum said. “We needed a game 
like that — it’s really going to show the 
level that we have to play at. It was such 
a fun atmosphere.”

Cinco led most of the way but was 
tested throughout by Klein. The Cou-
gars jumped out to a 21-12 lead after 
one quarter and led 35-26 at half, but 
Klein came roaring back in the third 
quarter to trim Cinco’s lead to 46-44. 
Cinco though executed down the 
stretch and found a way to hold on for 
the win with strong defense and clutch 
baskets down the stretch. 

“The guys gained some really valu-
able by playing in a game like this,” said 
Cinco Ranch head coach Neil King. 
“We only have one returning letter-
man so these guys are learning how to 
play at the highest level of high school 
basketball in the state of Texas. The 
competition is great in the Katy ISD 
Tournament and being able to play all 
these guys is a great test. I was proud of 
the way they came out tonight in their 
second game of the day and the effort 
they had.”

Jones-Bynum led the way with 
24 points while Noah Pearce had 13, 
Dylan Jones-Bynum had eight and Kel-
len LeCronier had seven. Cinco spread 
the ball around and everyone contrib-

uted offensively and defensively. The 
Cougars will hope to use that same 
formula to have success in district play, 
which starts next week. Cinco believes 
they have a real shot to compete with 
anyone in District 19-6A, but knows 
they have to keep building and getting 
better day by day.

“We’re on the right path,” 

LeCronier said. “We just have to keep 
doing what we’ve been doing, coming 
in every day and trying to get better. 
These guys aren’t going to be satisfied 
and we know we aren’t going to 
become the best team overnight but if 
we keep grinding every day, I think we 
can play with anybody. We’re going to 
be ready.”

Cinco Ranch gets hard fought 
victory over Klein as Cougars 
gear up for district schedule

Dylan Jones-Bynum shoots a layup during Friday's game between Cinco Ranch and 
Klein at the Cinco Ranch gym.

Prince Jones-Bynum drives to the basket during Friday's game between Cinco Ranch and Klein at the Cinco 
Ranch gym.

Kellen LeCronier goes up for a layup during Friday's 
game between Cinco Ranch and Klein at the Cinco 
Ranch gym.

Noah Pearce shoots a 3-pointer during Friday's game 
between Cinco Ranch and Klein at the Cinco Ranch 
gym.

The Cinco Ranch bench jumps up and celebrates during Friday's game between 
Cinco Ranch and Klein at the Cinco Ranch gym.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE 

Pat Origo drives to the basket during Friday's game between Cinco Ranch and Klein at the Cinco Ranch gym.
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Last Minute
Shopping Ideas

Publishing 12/14/2023
Ad sizes – all ads are full color:

• Business card size (3.22” wide by 2” tall) – just $58.00

• 2 column x 5” ad size (3.22” wide by 5” tall) -- only $145.00

• Eighth page size (4.91” wide by 5” tall) – just $217.50
 

• Banner (10” wide x 3” tall) – only $261.00

Graphic design created for your approval at no charge.
 

DEADLINE:  Thursday, December 7

Contact:  Susan Rovegno, Publisher, Katy Times
cell 914-522-4612

or susan.rovegno@katytimes.com

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may 
be substituted due to inventory limitations. All products, prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use: 

OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/23.  |  23M4858  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Order Now! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8567 | 1.855.538.0432
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 74222SLG

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222SLG     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

PERFECTION
 IS EFFORTLESS

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The University of Houston fired 
football coach Dana Holgorsen last 
week, following a 4-8 year in their 
inaugural season in the Big 12. 

The Cougars finished 2-7 in Big 
12 play on the year, which culmi-
nated with three straight losses. 
The wins came against Baylor and 
West Virginia. Overall Holgorsen 
had three losing seasons in his five 
years and went 31-28 through his 
five years, the highlight of which 
was a 12-2 season in 2021.

"Over the course of his five sea-
sons with the Cougars, Dana made 
strides in our football program in 
many ways and laid the ground-
work for our transition to the Big 
12 Conference,” said Vice Presi-
dent of Athletics Chris Pezman. 
“Ultimately, the results on the 
field fell below our standards of 
excellence. We are grateful to Dana 
for his efforts and commitment to 
our student-athletes and we wish 
him the very best in his future 

endeavors."
Holgorsen was hired with the 

idea that he would help the Cou-
gars get into a power five program 
and be a good coach through that 
transition and he did have some 
special moments with the pro-
gram, with Houston receiving an 
invitation to the Big 12 and beating 
Auburn in a bowl game during his 
tenure. But there were also low 
moments — a loss to Rice this year, 
losses to Tulane, SMU and Tulsa 
last year and overall not being 
able to compete on a level that 
was adequate in the Big 12, having 
games where they failed to score a 
touchdown against TCU and were 
shutout against Kansas State. 

But the program is laying the 
groundwork to be competitive. 
There is a new football operations 
building that will open in 2025 as 
Houston hopes to keep talent in 
the Houston area at home.

Assistant coach Corby Meekins 
will serve as the interim coach 
while UH is in transition and 
searching for a new head coach. 

Early front runners are rumoured 
to include UTSA head coach Jeff 
Traylor and Tulane head coach 
Willie Fritz. Both have been excep-
tional during their time with their 
current schools. Traylor is lauded 
for his recruiting after his time as 
a head coach in the high school 
ranks in Texas before taking over 
at UTSA and is thought of highly 
around the state. Fritz has turned 
Tulane into one of the top group 
of five programs in the nation 
and has won at every level he has 
coached at.

“The University of Houston is 
committed to a championship-
caliber football program and 
ensuring the success of our 
student-athletes,” said Pezman. 
“Our search for a new leader 
begins immediately and I am 
confident with the incredible 
fan support, tradition, access 
to prospective student-athletes 
and the pending opening of the 
Memorial Hermann Football 
Operations Center, we will attract a 
very strong pool of candidates.”

Holgorsen fired as UH head coach after five seasons

SCOTT W. COLEMAN 

Houston head coach Dana Holgorsen reacts after watching a video replay of a play that is spotted 
short of a first down in the final minutes of a Big 12 Conference football game between the Houston 
Cougars and the Texas Longhorns on October 21, 2023 in Houston. Texas won, 31-24.

Katy ISD sports video crew earns Dave Campbell award
STAFF REPORT

The Katy ISD Miller Career 
and Technical Center video 
crew recently received the Dave 
Campbell’s Student Multimedia 
Spotlight Award, recognizing 
their contributions to the world of 
sports media.  

These 22 Katy ISD students pas-
sion, dedication and skill to their 
craft elevates the viewing experi-
ence for thousands of fans. In the 
ever-evolving field of sports media, 
these students are raising the bar 
by utilizing technology to deliver 
a professional-level broadcast, 
enhancing the overall production 
and in-game commentary.  

According to the Dave Camp-
bell’s Texas Football website, 10 
schools will be spotlighted during 
the 2023 Texas high school football 

season and each one will receive a 
$1,000 donation to their program 
thanks to the support of VCRNOW.   

“These students have greatly 
enhanced the game day experi-
ence by providing quality action 
shots, instant replays and fulfilling 
advertising contracts. The produc-
tion is such great quality that our 
partner Dave Campbell’s Texan 
Live uses our content for their live 
game day feed,” said Lance Carter, 
Executive Director of Athletics at 
Katy ISD. “We are grateful for this 
recognition of our hardworking 
kids,” he added.  

The 10 winners of the weekly 
award will be eligible to compete 
for the Multimedia Program of the 
Year for a chance to win a $2,500 
donation to be presented at the 
2023 UIL State Championships at 
AT&T Stadium.  

Clockwise from top: Dominic Carreria on the stationary camera during a game at Legacy Stadium. 
Ethan Roberts on show control during a game at Legacy Stadium. Ashtyn Rector directing during a 
game at Legacy Stadium. Juan Alvarado on the wireless camera during a game at Legacy Stadium. 
Alisa Assed doing technical director duties during a game at Legacy Stadium.

PHOTOS COURTESY KATY ISD

Executive Director: Kerrie Thompson 
Junior Stadium Directors: Alesi Cole (Tompkins HS c/o 2021)  

& Rachel Rafferty (Seven Lakes c/o 2020) 

Student Workers
Brianna Agustin - Paetow High School  

Juan Alvarado - Cinco Ranch High School 
Sarim Anis - Jordan High School 

Alisa Assed - Seven Lakes High School 
Dominic Carreira - Taylor High School 

Chase DeLellis - Tompkins High School 
Brendon Fortney - Seven Lakes High School 

Guillermo Garcia - Mayde Creek High School 
Mark Jorn - Jordan High School 

Elizabeth Lemke - Taylor High School 
Dylan Navarrete Ortega - Seven Lakes High School 

Jared Nielson - Cinco Ranch High School 
Kaleigh Olds - Seven Lakes High School 

Solene Partouche - Seven Lakes High School 
Ashtyn Rector - Seven Lakes High School 

Lyannie Reyes Russi - Cinco Ranch High School 
Ethan Roberts - Tompkins High School 

Jaylen Staton - Paetow High School 
Alix Teran - Cinco Ranch High School 
Jay Van Dyke - Tompkins High School 

Breno Werneck Genofre Rocha - Tompkins High School 
Juan Pablo Zapata - Seven Lakes High School 

MILLER CAREER AND TECHNICAL CENTER  
VIDEO CREW
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CASH PRIZES 

Calling All Jr. High
School Students!
Share your ideas and show
off your civics skills in the
National Civics Bee.

The National Civics Bee is presented by the Katy Area Chamber, with support from
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation.

The National Civics Bee is an annual competition that encourages young
Americans to engage in civics and contribute to their communities. 
In the first round of the contest, students will participate in an essay
competition. Judges will then select 20 finalists to participate in the final
round: a live quiz event testing civics knowledge.

1st Place       $500
2nd Place    $250
3rd Place     $125

About the Bee

How to Enter

The National Civics Bee is presented by The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce with support from the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation. 

If you area a 6th, 7th, or 8th grade student
with an idea about using civics to solve a
problem in your community, review the rules
and guidelines on this page:
www.katychamber.com/national-civics-bee

Essay portal open November 13th and must
be received by January 8, 2024.

The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce
832-437-8465
stacy@katychamber.com

For More Information 

A key part of Tompkins having such 
success was the play of Gabby Panter. She 
draws the toughest defensive assignment 
every night and on Tuesday that was 
junior four star guard Aniya Foy. From 
the second quarter on, Panter completely 
shut Foy down and made a huge impact 
on the defensive end.

“She is our floor general on defense 
and we’re just a different team when 
she’s out there,” Ray said. “She’s hard 
on herself when she doesn’t score but I 
always try to tell her that it’s ok because 
she does so much. She manages the 
entire team and she gets that assignment 
every night and does a tremendous job at 
it every time.”

The win moved Tompkins to 10-2 on 
the year and 2-0 in District 19-6A play 
after a win over Katy the previous Friday. 
The Falcons' goal, as always, is to compete 
for a district championship and the team 
is headed in the direction where the hope 

to do that. They’ll continue to try and add 
to their four-game win streak when they 
go up against Fulshear next before con-
tinuing district play against Seven Lakes.

“We know that this year people think 
we’re underdogs but we know we can 
beat anyone,” Coughran said. “This just 
shows the type of team we are and it just 
shows that everyone needs to be pre-
pared when you play us.”

District 19-6A

TOMPKINS 59, CINCO RANCH 43
Points: (T) Sascha Coughran 18, Caitlyn 

D’Addieco 10, Haylie Panter 10, Rihanna 
DeLeon 8, Gabby Panter 6, Bella Riggan 3, 
Peyton Musselman 2, Kate Hopkins 1; (CR) 
Aniya Foy 27, Keeana Hickman 12, Kinsley 
Harding, 4

Halftime: Tompkins 32-24; 3-Pointers: (T) 
Coughran 5, DeLeon 2; (CR) Hickman 4, Foy 3; 
Records: (T) 10-2, 2-0) (CR) 6-3, 1-1

from page B1
TOMPKINS

TYLER TYRE

Gabby Panter shoots a layup during Tuesday's game between Tompkins and Cinco Ranch at the Tompkins gym.

TYLER TYRE

The Tompkins bench celebrates after a 3-pointer during Tuesday's game between Tompkins and Cinco Ranch at the 
Tompkins gym.
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HOUSTON METHODIST
LEADING CARE
where you need us

Convenient, easy-to-access locations for primary, 
specialty and emergency care in Katy and West Houston

We offer a full spectrum of care, including:

• Primary care physicians for you and your family, providing personal care and service

• Specialists with innovative treatments and customized programs 

• Collaborative teams of experts using the newest technologies and latest research
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West Hospital

 Breast Care

 Emergency Care

 Orthopedics & 
      Sports Medicine 

 Primary Care

 Specialty Care

To fi nd care near you, visit
houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
or call 713.790.3333.

his voice and with his leader-
ship. He sets the example on 
the court and he’s one of the 
most coachable kids I’ve ever 
been around. He’s made me 
look smarter than I am and 
we’re going to enjoy this year.”

This all comes after Bates 
has won back to back District 
MVPs, was named an All-
Region and All-State player 
and a received a number of 
Division I offers. But for Bates 
it isn’t about that, it’s about 
continuing the trajectory 
Seven Lakes has been on. The 
Spartans have gotten better 
every year that Bates has been 
there, winning two straight 
district titles and making it to 
the regional semifinals last 
year. And their goals are to go 
further this year.

“This is a fun group this 
year and I think we have a lot 
of potential,” Bates said. “it’s 
different than the last three 
years. We don’t have the most 
size but these guys play with so 
much energy and these guys 
really care for each other. I 
feel like this team has the best 
chemistry that I’ve been a part 
of and if we just stay together, 
play for each other and do 
everything we can I think that 
can carry us to San Antonio.”

Bates has already started 
his senior year in a big way. He 
already has broken the career 
scoring record for Seven Lakes 
and is up to 1,600 points for his 
career while he is averaging 24 
points per game on the season. 
The Spartans have started the 
season off very strong with 

a 9-2 record while playing a 
number of state ranked teams. 
As Bates said, the goal for 
the team is to get to the state 
tournament this year and 
everything they do is to try and 
build towards that, and the 
Spartans know Bates is at the 
center of what they are trying 
to do.

“What’s been fun for me 
is that I’ve been able to take a 
moment to appreciate AJ and 
what he’s done not for just this 
program, but for myself even 
and for all the fans and kids 
here at Seven Lakes," Heston 
said. "He’s such a fantastic 
kid on and off the court and is 
basically a coach on the court. 
He’s just an incredible person 
and player and we are so lucky 
to have him here.”

from page B1
BATES

DOMENIC GREY |SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

AJ Bates drives past a defender into the lane during a Class 6A Regional Semifinal between Seven Lakes and Clear 
Falls at the M.O. Campbell Center in Aldine. 
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