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City council authorizes studies for improvement
of wastewater plant, small entertainment district

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

PUBLISHER

The Katy city council met briefly Monday
night, January 8th, in spite of bad weather
including a tornado watch for Harris County
which ended not long before the meeting

began.

Council authorized the mayor to approve
a proposal with ARKK Engineers, LLC for

a preliminary engineering design phase
services for rehabilitation of wastewater
treatment plant #2 at 25839 Katy Freeway.
ARKK engineer David Kaspar said that this
plant, which has not worked to its full capac-
ity in several years, represents 15 percent of
the city’s capacity and currently serves about
2400 homes. The study is needed to get the
plant to full operational status, replacing any
corroded metals and machinery that may

no longer work, and ensuring that the plant
works as intended, Kaspar said. Once the
study is completed, decisions can be made
regarding repair or possible replacement of
the plant, he added.

An $85,000.00 study to prepare a small
area plan for a proposed “entertainment
district” was authorized by council, in the
form of a professional services agreement
with Kendig Keast Collaborative (KKC). The

area under study is located north of Highway
90 and west of Katy Fort Bend Road. A
presentation by the planning department
depicted the proposed entertainment dis-

trict as a walkable mixed-use development

with commercial, retail service industry
and entertainment uses (restaurants, pubs,
venues, museums and so forth). The intent

See STUDY, page A3

Silver Unit returns to
Katy Mills Mall with
all-new show for 2024

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Have you ever dreamed
of going on an epic pirate
adventure and discovering
a buried treasure? Cirque
Italia is giving you the op-
portunity to come along on
this thrilling quest in their
BRAND-NEW production.
Don’t miss out on your
chance to see performances
in Katy January 18-28.

Cirque Italia has sought
to bring a high-class expe-
rience to audiences all over
the United States since its
inception in 2012. This year

See SHOW, page A3

Cirque Italia Performances

When: January 18th - 28th, 2024
Where: 5000 Katy Mills Cir., Katy, TX 77494
At: Katy Mills -- Under the White & Blue Big Top Tent

« January 18 - Thursday: 7:30pm

« January 19 - Friday: 7:30pm

« January 20 - Saturday: 1:30pm, 4:30pm, & 7:30pm
«January 21 - Sunday: 1:30pm, 4:30pm

« January 22 - Monday: 7:30pm

« January 24 - Wednesday: 7:30pm

« January 25- Thursday: 7:30pm

« January 26 - Friday: 7:30pm

« January 27 - Saturday: 1:30pm, 4:30pm, & 7:30pm
« January 28- Sunday: 1:30pm, 4:30pm

Above: A heart-stopping aerial feat using
a glass sphere is part of the Cirque Italia’s
Silver Unit Show at Katy Mills Mall, 5000
Katy Mills Circle, starting January 18th.
Left: The clown Raphael leads Cirque
Italia’s Silver Unit on an exhilarating
expedition in search of a pirate’s ooty
at Katy Mills Mall, 5000 Katy Mills Circle,
beginning January 18th.

PHOTOS BY JHOAN F PHOTOGRAPHY

Box office hours

The box office opens on-site on
Tuesday, the week of the show.Days
with scheduled shows: 10am - 9pm

Su Vida caters
to Hispanic seniors
with personal guides

and transportation

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

PUBLISHER

Conveniently located on
South Mason near I-10 in
the same shopping center as
Fiesta Mart is a new entrant

Called “Suvida” - meaning
“Your Life” - the new clinic
is designed to serve the 65+
Hispanic adults who qualify
for Medicare or Medicaid.
The facility offers not only
bilingual providers and staff,
but a total bicultural experi-
ence.

Suvida’s goal is to provide
quality health care, health

into Katy’s healthcare market.

A new concept in
healthcare opens in Katy

education and social events
to help community mem-
bers stay healthy and active
during their retirement years.
Suvida is different in several
ways from other clinics who
also seek to serve this same
market. The major difference
is that the company uses an
entire health care team for
each patient - not only the
primary care physician but
also a medical assistant, a
scribe, and a personal “guia”
or guide. The “guia” is a
critical member of the Suvida
care team who assists pa-
tients by serving as their own
personal healthcare compan-
ion concierge, connects them
with internal and external
services and resources (in-
cluding transportation) and
who can visit with the patient
in the clinic, virtually or in

See SU VIDA, page A3

SUSAN ROVEGNO

The Suvida exam room includes a specially designed chair for patients in lieu of the
traditional exam table. Additional seating is provided so that several family members
can attend the appointment along with the patient. A smart TV can be used to allow
other family members to attend the appointment virtually.
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Christmas and the New Year
celebrations are behind us,
kids are back in school and the
yearend income statements with
government form numbers are
trickling in. Those W-2s, 1098s,
1099s, K-1s etc. are im-

What to know before star

the same answer. If you report
more income than reported to the
IRS, you may not hear about it; if
you report less income, you can
bet there will be an IRS notice of
under reported income includ-
ing tax due, interest and a 20%
penalty in your mailbox within six
months of filing your tax return.

If you lose documents,

portant. Your next task
is filing your income
tax return by April 15th.
Don’t shove those
government income
forms into random
drawers planning to
find them again on
April 14th, gather

them into one folder.
The number one reason for IRS
examinations and penalty letters
is leaving an item of income off
your tax return, or mis-reporting
the income. IRS gathers up all the
items of income that are reported
to you on those forms and then
waits to see if you come up with

HOUSTON

Methalist

NEAL CANCER CENTER

MARC ENZI

or one does not arrive,
file for an extension

to October 15th and
either contact the

IRS or a licensed Tax
Professional and ask
for your Wage and
Investment income
transcript and your
Tax Account transcript.
IRS usually has all your income
posted to your account by August
1st; armed with the transcript,
you can be reasonably certain
you have reported all the income
that is reported to IRS and save
yourself the trouble of dealing
with IRS notices.

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

Next big item is deductions.
To start, if you are a W-2 wage
earning employee, you may not
have to bother with deductions
if you don’t want to because IRS
allows a standard deduction. For
2023 tax year the standard deduc-
tion for a Single filer is $14,600,
double that to $29,200 for
Married filing joint (MFJ). What
this means is if you don’t think
you will have at least $14,600 in
itemized deductions for things
like medical expenses, mortgage
interest, property tax, charitable
deductions, etc... you can skip
adding up itemized deductions
and simply take the standard de-
duction which reduces your total
taxable income by the standard
deduction amount depending on
your filing status. Less than 10%
of filers itemize, so do some quick
round number math and if your
estimated total deductions fall far
short of the Standard Deduction,
you can skip the deductions and
use the standard.

LEADING CANCER CARE

That Heals All of You

Katy-West Houstoh
[ ]

ing your income tax preparation

Deductions are very import-
ant for the self -employed. Any
expense incurred for the job not
normally incurred were it not for
the job, is deductible. Realtors
for example incur a lot of mileage
expenses showing homes, the
mileage is deductible and there
are rules to document the mile-
age expense. Self-employed peo-
ple are a target of IRS examina-
tions. Protect yourself with good
records. ALWAYS document the
date, place, and business purpose
of every expense. Use a mileage
log, get a separate bank account,
be disciplined about keeping the
business and personal separate.
Use a bookkeeping system or hire
abookkeeper. Doing these things
will make you more profitable
and makes an IRS notice much
less likely and easier to deal with.

If you do get a letter from IRS,
don’t panic but do open and read
the letter. People often do not

See TAXES, page A3
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Chick-Fil-A of Elyson to hold Cars, Coffee
and Cocoa on January 13th
Join other car enthusiasts for Cars, Coffee
and Cocoa at 22159 FM 529, Katy on January
13th starting at 9 a.m. The show is a pre-opening
event for this new Chick-Fil-A location. Free
admission.

Harris County Precinct 4 announces
“Day of Service” on January 13th
with tree planting

Join Harris County Commis-
sioner Precinct 4 Lesley Briones
and #Precinct4Forward for a
meaningful Day of Service on
January 13th. The event will be
a community tree planting from
9 a.m. to noon at Bear Creek Pi-
oneers Park, 3535 War Memorial
Drive, Houston. Register at cp4.harriscountytx.
gov/mlk-tree-planting.

I-10 West Brookshire MLK celebration
set for January 13th at The Hangar in
Brookshire

Honor the impossible dream of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. at the community celebration
on January 13th at The Hangar, 4010 4th Street
in Brookshire. The eventis from 11 a.m. to 3
p-m. and features a block party with free food
and rides for the kids. The Mardi Gras-themed
festivities also feature a barbeque cook-off with
plaques award to the first, second and third
place winners in these categories: open, chick-
en, ribs and brisket. $15.00 per entry or $50.00
for all four entries in the contest. For informa-
tion on the barbeque contest, contact host Mary
Davis at 832-646-1101. A parade will start from
The Hangar at 1:30 p.m. and will include floats,
marching bands, equestrians, vehicles, and
bikes/four-wheelers. The event is sponsored
by the Greater Mount Zion Church and the Mt.
Zion Church of Brookshire and the Word of
Promise Church in Katy.

4

Two KISD trustees to host “listening circle
event for district’s teachers and staff on
January 14th

Veteran Katy ISD school board members
Rebecca Fox and Dawn Champagne will host a
“listening circle” on Saturday, January 14th at
Spring Creek BBQ at 21000 Katy Freeway in Katy.
The event, which will take place from 4 to 6 p.m.,
will offer complimentary soft drinks. “We want
to hear from you,” the two board members said
in a Facebook post. The pair are seeking feed-
back from district employees on job conditions
and other factors in employee retention.
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Kitzman campaign kickoff event to feature
Governor Greg Abbott at Brookwood on
January 17th

State Representative Stan Kitzman, who
represents Texas House District 85 covering
portions of Waller and Fort Bend counties in
the Katy-Brookshire-Pattison area, will kick off
his re-election campaign with an event at the
Brookwood Café, 1752 FM 1487 in Brookshire,
on January 17th at 1 p.m. Texas Governor Greg
Abbott will be a special guest.

Faith West Academy presents two January
events for students and their families

Faith West Academy, 2225 Porter Road in
Katy, will put on two events in January where
family members can join their students at the
campus. A grandparents’ lunch will take place
on Friday, January 19th, serving kindergarten
and first grade students from 11:10 to 11:35 a.m.,
second and third graders from noon to 12:25
p-m. and fourth and fifth graders from 12:35
to 1 p.m. A “Barbie”-themed father-daughter
dance will be held on Friday, January 26th from
7 to 9:30 p.m. and will feature carriage rides, a
photo booth, and a raffle, as well as desserts and
a chocolate bar. Tickets are $50.00 per couple if
pre-purchased or $60.00 per couple at the door.
The event is open to all families - girls do not
have to attend Faith West in order to attend. For
more information, go to https://irp.cdn-website.
com/988ae82b/files/uploaded/Barbie%20Invite.
pdf.

Wino Fest comes to Katy on January 21st

Enjoy more than 40 local Texas wines, as well
as great food and music at WinoFest on January
21st. The event showcases incredible wineries
from all over the state,
each bringing a selection
of their most popular,
unique, or new wines.
Attendees will receive a
wine glass and a Wino Fest
sheet for notes with the
wineries in attendance as
well as some education-
al materials to enhance
their wine knowledge. The
information sheet outlines
each winery in attendance
which attendees can use
to write down notes about each one. The $39.00
ticket price includes admission to the event,
ALL tastings throughout the event and souvenir
glass. The festival begins at 12 p.m. at Becken-
dorff Farms, 28533 Morton Rd, Katy, TX 77493.
For more information or to purchase tickets, go
to winofest.com.

Audrey from Philadelphia
You're needed to save a life.
Patrick is in terrible shape without you.

Local attorney Boyd Handley
of The Handley Law Office,
who specializes in legal issues
involving children and adults
with disabilities, will be
one of the presenters at the
Family to Family Network’s
conference and resource fair
on January 20th. The event
will take place at the Houston
Community College campus
at 22910 Colonial Parkway
in Katy.

COURTESY OF THE HANDLEY LAW FIRM

Family to Family Network to
host conference, resource fair

STAFF REPORTS

Family to Family Network will
host its 2024 annual conference and
resource fair at Houston Community
College’s Katy campus at 22910 Co-
lonial Parkway on Saturday, January
20th from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The resource fair offers three
breakout sessions -- at 9:30 a.m.,

11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. -- on a wide
variety of topics for families and
high school students/young adults,
including:

o At the ARD Table, Now What?

» How to be a Transition Star

» Considerations in Divorce
Involving Children with Disability

» Using Cognitive Social Skills

o Effective Parent Input Techniques

o ABA Therapy, an Overview and
Outcomes

o A Closer Look at Texas ABLE
Program

« Good Nutrition for Tube-Fed
Children and/or Sensory Aversions

o Innovative College Programs
Serving Students with IDD

o Neurodiversity and Good Mental
Health

e Living in the Community and
Consumer Directed Services

« The Special Needs Toolkit (A
Legal Standpoint)

Presentations will be available in
both English and Spanish.

Registration is $40.00 for family
members, $20.00 for young adults with
disabilities, and $60.00 for community
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members/professionals. Thanks to a
grant from the Texas Council for Devel-
opmental Disabilities, FREE registra-
tion is available for the first 125 family
members/50 persons with disabilities
via pre-registration only.

To see the full list of presentations
and to register, go to f2fn.org/event/
annual-conference-resource-fair/.
Registrants must choose their break-
out sessions when registering. For
information, call 713-466-6304 or
email conference@familytofamilynet-
work.org.

The event will also feature vendor
tables. Vendor registration is open
until January 15th; register at bit.ly/
F2FCon2024.

According to the organization’s
website, Earl J. Brewer, Jr., M.D., and
Tina Bentsen-Smith founded Family
to Family Network in 1986. Their
original mission was to help parents
network with other parents, teach
parents how the “system” works, and
obtain accurate medical information.
Dr. Brewer continued to be a staunch
supporter of Family to Family Net-
work until his passing in 2015. Family
to Family strives to provide programs
that empower families of children and
youth with disabilities as they navi-
gate the complex special education,
health care and disabilities services
systems. Family to Family Network
helps individuals with disabilities
and their family members define and
achieve success for themselves and
their loved ones.

"The Law Firm with a Moral Compass"

THE

Alchemy Attorneys, PLLC

Wills - Family Law -
Criminal Law + More

We’ll handle your case for as low as $675 a month

Call 346-476-6939 to schedule a
FREE Consultation

www.alchemyattorneys.com
info@alchemyattorneys.com

24285 Katy Freeway, Suite 400 Katy, Texas 77494

346-476-6939
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Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.
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Cowboys 66. “Ivanhoe” author
14. Last letter 67. Google certification
15. Cause to become less intense 68. French commune 27
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17. Body art 70. Soviet Socialist Republic
18. Romance novelist
20. Be filled with love for CLUES DOWN
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Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.
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SUVIDA

from page A1

the patient's home. The guia helps
assess the patient’s needs starting
with the very first visit, starting
with a 30-minute “deep dive”

into the patient’s medical history,
medications and other medical
concerns.

The scribe helps document
the patient’s visit so that the
physician can look directly at the
patient during the consultation,
rather than at a computer screen -
creating a deeper human connec-
tion to the patient. “We provide
patient-centered care,” said Julian
Toledo, associate center director.
“Even though technology is paving
the way in medicine, the personal
touch is needed.”

The waiting area has snacks,
water and coffee and there are
even crossword puzzle books
Equipment inside the clinic is
different too - an in-floor scale in a
semi-private alcove facilitates the
weigh-in of patients in wheel-
chairs, so that they do not have to
stand. Vital signs can be assessed
at the same time. The exam room
features a customized chair that
moves up and down - again de-
signed so that a patient with limit-
ed mobility can sit in the chair with
ease rather than risking a fall by

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Suvida Health Care has opened the Katy
location of their bicultural and bilingual clinic at
323 Mason Road in Katy, next to Fiesta Mart.

climbing onto a standard examina-
tion table. Each exam room also
features extra seating to accom-
modate several family members
if they choose to accompany the
senior patient on the appointment;
smart TVs can also connect other
family members who wish to at-
tend the appointment virtually.
The clinic has its own labora-
tory for basic testing, including
bloodwork and urinalysis and oth-
er basic tests. An ultrasound room
is also onsite, along with mental
health services and counselling.
“The mental health services set
us apart from the competition,”
said Toledo. There is also a room

designed for physical therapy
which will have a treadmill, a bike,
weights and other equipment.
Classes such as Zumba and “chair
volleyball” are planned for the

PT room, under the direction of a
“Silver Sneakers” trained instruc-
tor. The clinic also employs a
clinical pharmacist who can meet
with the patient virtually to provide
information and education or
answer questions. The build-

ing also includes a “community
room” where seniors can meet for
cooking classes, exercise classes or
just to socialize. A “collaboration
room” provides space for the care
teams to meet to discuss patient
outcomes and to review daily oper-
ations of the clinic.

The clinic can provide services
virtually through telemedicine or
in the patient’s home. Toledo said
that guias often visit a patient’s
home to help them get set up for
a televisit as well as to help assess
other services that the patient
might require. A key service
offered by Suvida is transportation
to and from the clinic. Suvida
works with the patient’s insurance
provider for this but also uses Uber
Health as well.

Toledo said is goal is to grow the

An in-floor scale at Suvida Health Care is designed for patients in wheelchairs so that they do not
have to stand to be weighed or to have other vital signs taken.

clinic to 2000 visits within the next
year. Suvida has seen rapid growth
in its other clinics in the greater
Houston area, including Aldine,
Pasadena and Spring Branch. The
company is also expanding into
the Phoenix and Tucson markets
in Arizona.

The clinic plans a soft opening
on January 19th from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m., which will have music, food,
raffles, bingo and cooking demon-
strations, as well as a chance

to meet the provider, Dr. Pedro
Alvarez. Toledo said that Suvida
has joined the Katy Area Chamber
of Commerce and plans an official
ribbon-cutting sometime during
the first quarter of 2024.

Suvida is located at 323 Mason
Rd. in Katy and is open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m.

For more information, visit
Suvidahealthcare.com or call (888)
4-SUVIDA.

SHOW

from page A1

will be no exception as the
company takes you on an
exhilarating expedition in
search of a pirate’s booty.

The story begins with
Ringmaster “Clown Rafinha”
fishing when he unexpect-
edly catches a bottle with
a treasure map stuffed
inside. His ensuing journey
takes the audience through
storms on the high seas,
dreams of angelic aerialists,
pirate fights, and more.
You will see swashbucklers
balancing upside down on a
rum barrel, juggling knives,
and even one having a run-
in with a mermaid. Your
jaws will be dropped and
you will be hanging on the
edge of your seats with our
suspenseful Crossbow act
and our dangerous Wheel
of Death performances. Try
not to flinch and look away
if you don’t want to miss
any of the excitement! Will
Clown Rafinha finally defeat
the other pirates who are
after his treasure and claim
it for himself? You'll have to
see the show for yourself to
find out!

Manuel Rebecchi, pres-

STUDY

from page A1
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Ajuggling act with pins will be featured in Cirque Italia’s Silver Unit Show at Katy
Mills Mall, 5000 Katy Mills Circle, in performances January 18 - 28.

is to provide a connection to downtown
and to encourage the redevelopment trend
occurring around the rice dryers, officials
said.

Council voted 5-0 to grant a perma-
nent special use permit to the Iglesia Rios
De Aceite—Rivers of Oil Church at 541
Pin Oak Road - renewing a special use
permit originally approved three years
ago. Council also voted 5-0 to consider
a zoning variance for a residence at 5917
“A” Street, which would eventually allow
the construction of a swimming pool to be
built across the property lines of two lots
both owned by Clayton Powell.

Council also approved the petition
for land to be added to the City of Katy’s
extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) - approx-
imately 7.152 acres in Fort Bend County,
which as a result would move into the
boundary limits of the City of Katy. Of this

“" ¢ suvida

acreage, about 2.777 acres is a portion of
FM 1463 and Hoyt Lane rights-of-way.
Recent changes enacted by the Texas leg-
islature have made it easier for entities to
exit Houston’s ETJ and to then petition for
inclusion in a different ETJ.

Via consent agenda, council approved:

» Approval of events and street closures
for the Katy Half Marathon near Katy Mills
Mall on February 10th and the Smiilin’
Rylen Run on April 27th along Cane Island
Parkway and along First Street.

« Final plat approval of Cantera at Katy,
consisting of 1.3405 acres.

The next meeting of the Katy city
council will be held on January 22nd at
6:30 p.m. at Katy City Hall at 901 Avenue
CinKaty. Council meetings may also
be viewed on video on the City of Katy’s
website at cityofkaty.com/government/
board-meeting-videos.

Your life. Your health.
Your partner in both.

We are here to honor and celebrate you

Your family, your culture, your neighborhood, your care,

“su vida”

Get to know us during our

ident and owner of Cirque
Italia, is tremendously proud
of his circus heritage and
feels extremely privileged to
be able to share it in such a
fun and memorable way.

Cirque Italia continues
to contribute to the mod-
ernization of the performing
arts and the circus industry
by abiding by a strict ani-
mal-free policy.

Tickets may be pur-
chased aat cirqueitalia.com/
tickets or by phone at (941)
704-8572.

For more information,
visit www.cirqueitalia.com.

SOFT OPENING
January 19th 10 am to 2 pm

Our team at Suvida has

embraced the unique opportunity
to create a new primary care
experience that focuses on the
unique needs of Hispanic Seniors
and those that care for them, to
enable our patients to live

“su vida” to the fullest.

TAXES

from page A1

open IRS letters because
they think opening the
mail gives something up or
admits defeat.

If you don’t want to open
the envelope, take it to your

certain they match what was
reported to you.

If you need a tax
professional to prepare
your tax return, I strongly
recommend you hire

tax preparers https://irs.
treasury.gov/rpo/rpo.jsf.
Check reviews and interview
the person working with
your sensitive financial
information.

tax person, but please open
the envelope and read it
carefully. If you prepare
your own tax return, double
check your entries to be

licensed tax professional
such as an Enrolled Agent
(EA) www.naea.org, or
CPA, IRS has a directory
where you can look up

Marc Enzi, EA, CFP®
of Tax Solutions may be
reached at (281) 578-1040
For more information go to
wwuw.taxss.com.

What Makes Suvida Different

We make healthcare personal, by understanding the physical,
behavioral, social and cultural needs of our patients and their
families — either on-site, in-home or virtually.

What We offer the
Suvida Family:

* Your own dedicated “Guia,” a go-to
health guide to accompany you and
your loved ones throughout your
Suvida journey
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e Transportation for established
patients and complimentary on-site
social/wellness activities
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e Caregiver support & enablement
services

e Larger-than-average exam rooms built
to accommodate patients and their
caregivers

CIGARS INTERNATIONAL
KATY SUPERSTORE
25407 BELL PATNA DRIVE
KATY, TX 77492

e More time spent with your doctor
and less time in a waiting room

e Bilingual healthcare providers who
are experts in senior care

*20% off your purchase. No minimum required. Not valid on bar purchases.
Exclusions apply: cannot be combined with any other discount, coupon, or
promotional offer. In-store purchases only. Must present coupon at time of
purchase. See sales associate for details. Offer expires 02/15/2024. INTERNATIONAL
One per household. Coupon Code: KATYTIMES0124 i

323 S. Mason Rd. Katy
In the Fiesta Shopping Center just south of | 10
(888) 4-SUVIDA| Open Monday — Friday 8 to 5

IGARS
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For family-friendly healthy options, visit Lettuce Eat

o

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

PUBLISHER

Is your New Year’s resolution
to eat wisely this year? Having
trouble getting the family on board
with healthier choices? Then Let-
tuce Eat is just the place for you.

Partners Mike Kramer and Al
Massey bring a wealth of expertise
in the restaurant business to this
new buffet-style salad place at 1165
Katy Fort Bend Road in Katy, just
off I-10. Kramer spent many years
with the Golden Corral chain,
opening over 20 buffet locations
(including their first buffet concept
which opened in Victoria, TX) for
them and training thousands of
their employees. He also worked

fare in a homey country atmosphere.

for the Luby’s and Wyatt’s cafeteria
chains as well.

Kramer’s concept is simple:
offer fresh vegetables and protein

Lettuce Eat offers healthy options including a salad bar, soup bar, and fruit bar, as well as heartier

and salad options, while providing
choices for other family members
who might want heartier fare,
such as spaghetti for the kids, or

pot roast, fish or chopped steak.
In addition to the salad bar, there
are sides of steamed veggies such
as cauliflower, broccoli, cabbage
and carrots, green beans and corn
on the cob. Fresh soups include
French onion, broccoli cheese,
beef veggie, German potato, chick-
en and chicken and sausage gum-
bo. Baked potatoes, fruit bowls and
muffins round out the menu.

“People are eating lighter and
healthier,” Kramer said, noting
that he wanted to provide a place
where the entire family could get
what they wanted.

The project, which opened De-
cember 19th, took over two years
to get off the ground, Kramer said,

and other regulatory factors.

The atmosphere of the restau-
rant is both “country” and “hom-
ey,” Kramer says, pointing out the
reclaimed wood which he cleaned
and powerwashed. “We kept it out
of the landfill,” he said.

Lettuce Eat offers discounts
to seniors and first responders.
Kramer also fed the homeless on
opening day, as he trained his staff
of 22 in preparation of his family
recipes. One of 11 children, Kram-
er came from San Antonio in 1968.
“Ilearned to cook by being part of
alarge family,” he said.

The restaurant is open from 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Sat-
urday and from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

SUSAN ROVEGNO

due to delays caused by COVID

on Sunday.

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Fuzzy’s Pizza of Katy, where owner Jeff Hajjar (left) often hosts local politicians for “meet and greets” like this August
event with U.S. representative for Texas's 22nd congressional district Troy Nehls (right), is now open for lunch Tuesday
through Sunday.

Fuzzy's Pizza extends
hours to add lunch service

FROM STAFF REPORTS

to sift through, vintage hand made rugs
from 60's, historical 1960s newspapers and
a life-sized JFK figure for awesome photo
ops.

Find the lunch deals at www.fuzzys.
pizza/lunch -- or order from the regular
menu (which showcases pizzas named
for area politicians) all day. Lunch hours
available only at the Katy location at 613-B
S. Mason Rd, Katy. For more information,
call 281-579-0100 or go to www.Fuzzys.
Pizza.

Fuzzy's Pizza Katy has new extended
hours effective January 2nd, now serving
lunch, owner Jeff Hajjar announced via
Facebook. New hours are 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Tuesday to Saturday, 11-8PM on Sundays,
and closed on Mondays. Personal 6" Deep
Dish pizzas start at $9.95, with pizza by the
slice starting at $2.95. While there, be sure
to visit the pizzeria’s unique JFK Room fea-
turing a vintage JFK Family Photo Album

Connect
More With
Community...
SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

Katy ¥ Times

Stay engaged, informed and active with a
subscription to your community newspaper!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR JUST $35.00 per YEAR!

» Go to KatyTimes.com and click the SUBSCRIBE button in the
top-right corner

OR

« Call 281-391-3141

OR

» Mail your name, address and payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678,
Katy, Tx 77492-0678

Katy==limes

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

The Katy Times (ISSN 067-180) is published on
Thursday. Subscriptions are available for $35 per
year in Harris, Waller and Fort Bend counties and
$45 elsewhere. Subscribe at www.katytimes.com
or by mailing payment and delivery information
to Katy Times, P.O. Box 678, Katy, TX 77492-0678.
Periodical-rate postage paid at Katy, Texas 77494.

SUSAN ROVEGNO | Publisher

GEORGE SLAUGHTER | News Editor
TYLERTYRE | Sports Editor

DEBBIE PREJEAN | Office Manager/Bookkeeper
MARISSA FERREIRA | Page Designer

OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
ADDRESS: PO. Box 678, Katy, Texas, 77492-0678

PHONE: 281-391-3141
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TO REPORT NEWS: Address billing inquiries at 281-391-3141.

Call 281-391-3141 or email news@katytimes.com

POSTMASTER:

Send address changes to The Katy Times, PO. Box
678, Katy, Texas, 77492-0678.

TO REPORT SPORTS SCORES:
email sports@katytimes.com

Smalls Sliders adds five

new “Cans’ to Texas -
including locations in Katy

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Smalls Sliders is slidin’ back through
the Lone Star State, this time with five
new “Cans” coming to the greater Katy
area. The rapidly-growing cheeseburg-
er slider brand recently signed a new
agreement with established restau-
ranteurs, David Higgins and Preston
Cunningham, officially marking the
duo’s second franchise agreement with
Smalls Sliders.

Higgins and Cunningham previously
signed a seven-unit deal with Smalls
Sliders throughout North Houston, and
after seeing the booming success of the
concept they've added an additional five
“cans” to their roster. Smalls Sliders refers
to each unit as a “can” - they are actually
converted shipping containers. Having
previously developed numerous locations
of another popular restaurant brand in
the Houston area, Higgins and Cunning-
ham are primed as the perfect pair to con-
tinue Smalls Sliders' growth across Texas,
said a press release from the firm.

“We’ve been impressed with Smalls
Sliders since day one and knew early
on that we wanted to continue growing
with the brand,” said Cunningham.
“Given how quickly the concept is
scaling, adding additional units to our
pipeline seemed like the natural fit,
and an avenue to make our presence in
Texas known before the territory sells
out. We've thoroughly enjoyed the early
stages of site selection and really getting
to know the Smalls Sliders leadership
team, so we can’t wait to see what the
next year has in store for us.”

The pair’s second set of locations are
slated to begin opening in Q4 of 2024,
with an aim to target the greater Katy,
Bella Terra and Rosenberg areas. Exact
locations are still being negotiated, said
a publicist for the firm.

“David and Preston are fantastic
operators, and we're thrilled they’re
continuing to grow alongside us as we

prepare for another milestone year,’
said Maria Rivera, CEO of Smalls Slid-
ers. “Texas has proven to be a state that
is primed for our expansion, and we
expect to see Cans dropping throughout
the state in the coming months.”

Menu prices can vary based on
the area, but based on some existing
locations, a single slider starts at $2.49,
combo meals start at $6.49, and shakes
are $4.99, said the firm'’s publicist.

Smalls Sliders opened its first restau-
rant in 2019 and has since grown to
more than 125 locations open or under
development. The restaurant concept
has garnered industry recognition, with
QSR magazine featuring the brand in its
“40/40 List for 2022: America's Hottest
Startup Fast Casuals” and its 2023 QSR 50
Contenders list. Other accolades include
Nation’s Restaurant News naming the
brand as one of the publication’s “Break-
out Brands of 2023,” in addition to rank-
ing on this year’s Entrepreneur magazine
“Top New & Emerging Franchises” list.

About Smalls Sliders

Smalls Sliders is the brainchild of
Founder Brandon Landry, with former
pro football NFL quarterback Drew
Brees joining him as an initial investor,
and is backed by industry veterans at
10 Point Capital. The QSR restaurant
focuses exclusively on craveable pre-
mium cheeseburger sliders, with every
meal cooked to order. Smalls Sliders
delivers both drive-thru and popular
walk-up experiences, serviced from a
unique modular construction design,
allowing real estate flexibility and rapid
construction of new restaurants. The
brand champions deep commitment to
service in the communities it operates.
Community involvement in the Katy
area will be more solidified once a loca-
tion is set and construction is under-
way, the firm’s publicist said.

For more information, visit www.
smallsliders.com.

Euehyone dedenied @ decond chance te  cheate
ungehgettable memohies and, dance the night auy.
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Waggin’ Tails Pet Ranch

“Where Pets Come to Play!”

Register at
business.katychamber.com/events/details/
katy-chamber-annual-gala-23931
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Milton Doyle Hines, 92,
passed from this earth on
January 6, 2024. He was
born on November 24, 1931
at home in rural Madison
County, Texas to John Ed-
ward Hines and Midget Mae
(McMahan) Hines. He mar-
ried the love of his life, Reta
Pearl Peck on December 30,
1950 in Katy, Texas.

After completing his
Bachelor and Master’s de-
grees at Sam Houston State,
Doyle took a job with San
Bernard Electric Cooperative
in charge of its member rela-
tions. Doyle quickly realized
that the more kilowatt-hours
the Cooperative sold, the
less they could charge per
KWh; so, under his initiative
the Cooperative formed a
relationship with Electro-Lux
heaters and Doyle sold the
dickens out of them, gaining
himself a state-wide reputa-
tion. This led to a job offer
by O.W. Davis, General Man-
ager of the Guadalupe Valley
Electric Cooperative (GVEC)
in Gonzales, Texas; and so,
Doyle and Reta packed-up
and moved.

At GVEC, Doyle was
quickly recognized as
aleader and upon the
retirement of Mr. Davis,
Doyle was appointed GVEC
General Manager on January
1,1972. As at San Bernard,
Doyle went about promoting
all-electric homes and in
short order GVEC lead the
state in consumption per
household; and with this

COMMUNITY & FAITH

MILTON DOYLE HINES
1931-2024

level of consumption GVEC
was able to lower its electric
rates to one of the lowest in
the State. Doyle’s success
at GVEC lead to numerous
state-wide and national
appointments to Cooperative
related organizations.
Doyle’s no-nonsense
manner did not always make
him the most popular indi-
vidual, as was the case with
his most memorable move
at GVEC. In the late 1980’s,
Doyle negotiated an ex-
tremely favorable buy-out of
GVEC’s Rural Electrification
Administration (REA) debt.
GVEC was the first electric
cooperative in the nation
to make this move (many
others have since followed),
and Doyle was heavily
criticized by his peers that
this move would “ruin the
program.” As history proved,
it was the right thing to do,
and throughout his entire

life Doyle was a “do the right
thing” kind of man.

In service to the Gonza-
les community, Doyle was
involved with the Chamber
of Commerce, Noon Lion’s
Club, Odd Fellows Cemetery,
as well as others, however, he
took a particular interest in
health care. It was primarily
through his efforts (and his
partner in crime Dr. Bryan
Denman) that the Gonzales
Healthcare District was char-
tered, and Gonzales Memori-
al Hospital was constructed.

Doyle is survived by his
wife of 72 years, Reta; his son
Craig (Lee), his grandsons
Clayton (Dawna) and Lucas
(Haylee); his great-grand-
sons Colton, Dawson, and
Mason; as well as all those in
the community and at GVEC
who are grateful for having
known him.

The family received
friends from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, January 10, 2024
in Seydler-Hill Funeral Home.
Funeral services were held
at 2 p.m. Thursday, Janu-
ary 11, 2024 in Seydler-Hill
Funeral Home with Rev. Todd
Craven officiating. Interment
followed in the Gonzales Odd
Fellows Cemetery. Memorials
may be made to the Gonza-
les Odd Fellows Cemetery
Association. Friends may
leave their condolences to
the family by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.com.
Services are under the care
and direction of Seydler-Hill
Funeral Home.

Sarah “Sally” Francis
Stewart Gillespie, 72,
from Katy, Texas went
to be with the Lord
on Friday, December
22,2023. She passed
peacefully with her
family by her side.

Sally was married to
Jan Thurston Gillespie
for over 50 years and
lived in Greenville, SC,
for most of her younger
years. She has been a
resident of Katy, Texas,
since 1988.

Sally touched many
lives as an elementary
school teacher until
her retirement in 2017.
She taught at Nottingham
and Fielder Elementary

Schools, just to name a few.

She was also a member of
Kingsland Baptist Church.

Sally Gillespie was the
daughter of the late Sudie
Francis Stewart and Den-
ton “Red” Stewart.

Find out what all
your friends e

Katy st Times |3 THEKATYTIMES

SARAH "SALLY" FRANCIS
STEWART GILLESPIE

Sally Gillespie is
survived by her husband,
Jan Thurston Gillespie,
her son, Michael Thurston
Gillespie and his wife, Sheri
Gillespie; grandsons, Blake
and Preston of Katy, Texas;
her daughter, Carolyn
Gillespie Drechsel and her
husband, Ryan Drechsel;
and granddaughters, Taylor
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and Quinn of San Antonio,
Texas. Sally is also survived
by her sister, Sudie Rushton
from Greenville, SC, along
with nieces, nephews, and
cousins.

A memorial service of-
ficiated by Reverend Mitch
Maher was held at 10:00
a.m. Monday, January 8,
at the Katy Funeral Home
(Dignity Memorial) with
visitation for family and
friends following.

A private graveside
service for family was held
later that day at the Hous-
ton National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made
to Stuff the Sleigh, https://
www.thesleigh.org, a non-
profit that assists kids with
cancer.

Sweet Sally will be
missed by so many but
will remain in our hearts
forever. Until we meet
again...

KATY CHRISTIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

NEW YEAR,
PARTNERSHIPS!

Come learn about new Chamber
benefits coming in 2024!

Join us for our monthly Networking Breakfast!
Network with like-minded leaders, business
owners, and professionals serving the
greater Katy area.

FRIDAY

JAN

19

NEW

7 AM at Church on the Rock, 433 Barker Cypress Road, 77094
Register at https://katychristianchamber.com
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FUNERAL HOME

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945

(281) 391-2424
1508 East Avenue < Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B * Katy, Texas 77493

Katy Hardware
v Im\“wn Hardware Store Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners

559 Pin Oak Rd.
PR Katy, TX 77494
281-391-3437 - Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Katy Veterinary Clinic

Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. ¢ Lori Smith, D.V.M.

Hillary Barra, D.V.M. » Catherine Berry, DVM
Jessica Machala, DVM

i 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy
OpenM F 7-6 » Sat 8-12 281 391-3169 * www. katyvetclmlc com

TRUE FIX reating

Lic #TACLB004843E"
Quality Service for over 42 Years

Living in KATY, Workingin - 281 -392-9334

KATY & KATY Proud
o et e
g e
Networking,
Upcoming Events,
& More Info
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Where Christian Businesses Meet

-
el

When the cares
of my heart
are many,
your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

y TKOM Q

KATY CHRIST]AN MINISTRIES

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

k ktcm.org

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy
<. 281-630-5895
>4 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE

Residential * Commercial

Your Ad Here!

Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

RESURRECTION

IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS
5610 LILAC STREET » 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON
FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD » 281-392-0637
ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR » WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY * 832-782-7370
LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO
WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM  SUNDAY SERVICE 9 AM.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER ¢ 281-391-2263
TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY e 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. ¢ 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD ¢ 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK ® 281-391-1100 ¢ KATYSFIRST.ORG
DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF  281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. e 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 © 281-391-6673 & WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM
PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 T0TH ST. o KATY, TX 77493 ¢ 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. » 281-371-21-56
MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. » 281-346-2279 « WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,
West Campus
19449 KATY FREEWAY o 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR
TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD ¢ 281-371-3900
RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. e KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 ¢ TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH e 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR e 281-492-3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS
DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER e 281-463-2304
GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494
281-769-5544 « WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC
1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) * 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM
ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH

5356 ELEVENTH ST. » 281-391-4758

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

3311 N. FRY ROAD e 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR
ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500  WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY o 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD e 281-492-2693
REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. o KATY, TX 77494  281-201-6439
FATHER SYMEON KEES ¢ ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET ¢ 281-391-7606
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD e 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER
FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR
281-712-1492 ¢ FULSHEARCOC.ORG
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ e 281-578-1897
DAVID FLATT
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG  TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132
PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH » 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY » 261-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH
700 S. WESTGREEN e 281-398-6464 ¢ CROSSROADKATY.ORG
PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS
LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD ¢ 281-392-2300
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY ¢ 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB -
WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 « NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET e 281-391-2121 ¢ KATYFIRST.ORG
GRACE FELLOWSHIP
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 o JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) ¢ 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY
281-407-8716 ¢ RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG
PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) e DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)
ST. PETER’S
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. ¢ 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1928 DREXEL o 281-391-0687 * 281-391-5439
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1603 Norwalk ¢ 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
3434 FRY ROAD e 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX ¢ 281-769-4090
HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS ¢ 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S * 713-705-4878
CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. ¢ KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. ¢ 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW e 281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION e 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD e 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY e 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG ¢ JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR
GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494
MEETS EVERY SUNDAY ¢ 9 AND 11 AM.

(713) 280 - 3636 * GATEWAYHOME.COM
GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE
SUN 9:30 & 11 AM » GREENHOUSECMA.ORG
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. e 281-345-1182 ¢ JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR
IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY  281-222-4404
KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D © 281-391-7284 ¢ 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR
KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD * 281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY e 281-395-5433
SAM RUDD, PASTOR
LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING
346-704-1542
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET e 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR
POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD e 281-391-0095
G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR
REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE
5371 E5TH ST, KATY e 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/
VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 ¢ VENTUREKATY.COM
THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM ® THE ARK EVENT CENTER
21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY e 832-276-0600 ¢ KATYVINEYARD.ORG
THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR ¢ INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA
(281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF * 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR
WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM ¢ SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM
TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM  THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM
THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH e 281-829-1175
ROB MCKEE, PASTOR
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
T0TH & AVE. D * 281-391-3310
HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD
281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. ¢ 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD e 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG
YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD ¢ 713-461-0709
YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
1913 EAST AVENUE » 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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EDUCATION

Miller CTC preview nights show
career & technical education
courses for junior high students

COURTESY KATY ISD

Registration open for Katy
ISD’s spring community
education courses

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Have you made a New Year’s resolution, or
have you always wanted to learn a new skill?
Get ready to embark on a journey of learning
and discovery as registration is open for a
variety of Katy Independent School District
Community Education courses. Whether
you've always wanted to strum a guitar, mas-
ter computer skills, or learn to salsa dance,
now is your chance to enjoy new activities
and enrichment possibilities.

Courses kick off on January 22 and are
hosted in the evenings at two convenient
locations: Taylor and Cinco Ranch High
Schools. Enrollment is open to everyone.

Explore the rich variety of offerings in the
Spring 2024 Online Course Catalog at ites.
google.com/katyisd.org/community-ed-
ucation-catalog/home, where you'll find
options ranging from multi-week courses

like drawing, painting, and dance, allowing
participants to develop new skills over time.
Additionally, the district offer single-night
courses catering to specific interests, such
as targeted business and finance topics,
women'’s self-defense, and craft nights. Take
advantage of the opportunity to earn certifi-
cates of completion for most classes.

Karen Lewis, Director of Internal &
Community Relations, emphasized, "Our
aim is to provide a learning experience that
caters to everyone’s interests and schedules.
Whether you're looking for a deep dive into a
subject or a one-night exploration, Katy ISD
Community Education has you covered."

Registration is available online. Don't
miss the chance to invest in yourself and
embrace the joy of learning. For more
information or assistance, please contact
the Community Education Department at
281-396-6365.

Katy ISD hosts Operations
Job Fair on January 20

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Mark your calendar for the Katy Indepen-
dent School District (Katy ISD) Operations
Job Fair on Saturday, January 20. The district
is actively seeking qualified candidates
within the Nutrition & Food Services, Main-
tenance & Operations and Transportation
departments.

“We are excited to welcome prospective
candidates who are eager to contribute to
the continued success of Katy ISD,” said a
district spokesperson in a press release. “The
positions available are essential in the day-
to-day operations that make Katy ISD the #1
school district in the Greater Houston Area
and one of the top employers in the state of
Texas.

Katy ISD staff members will be present at
the fair to provide assistance to individuals
with language needs. “Our commitment is
to support these candidates in the best way
possible and express our appreciation for
the time they have invested in this process,”
said the press release.

"Our operations team plays a vital role,
and we are seeking dedicated individuals
for positions such as bus drivers, kitchen
staff, custodians, groundskeepers, and

KATY ISD OPERATIONS JOB FAIR

« Where: Morton Ranch High School,
21000 Franz Rd., Katy, TX 77449

«When: Saturday, January 20, 2024,
9a.m.—11am.

« Contact: Nick Petito, General Manager
of Media Relations,
nicholasvpetito@katyisd.org

maintenance personnel,” said Ted Vierling,
Chief Operations Officer. “We are excited
to welcome new members to the Katy

ISD family, recognizing the profound
impact these essential workers have on
our community's educational journey," he
added.

The benefits of joining the Katy ISD team
include competitive salaries, health insur-
ance options and flexible hours for full and
part-time positions.

Prospective candidates can visit the Katy
ISD website and submit their application
prior to attending the job fair.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Katy Independent School District (Katy
ISD) students and families seeking infor-
mation on career and technical education
(CTE) courses are invited to attend the
upcoming Preview Night events hosted
by Miller Career & Technology Center
(MCTC).

Due to the overwhelming response in
previous years, MCTC will be hosting two
Preview Night events to accommodate the
high level of interest. Events will be held at
the campus at 1734 Katyland Drive in Katy.
Preview night for grades 9-11 will be held
on Wednesday, January 17 from 6 - 7:30
p.m. and preview night for grades 6-8 will
take place on Monday, January 29 from
6 -7:30 p.m.

“I am thrilled to extend a warm invita-
tion to all Katy ISD students and families
to our upcoming Preview Night events.
The growing enthusiasm for CTE is truly
inspiring, and at MCTC, our innovative
courses, led by highly experienced teach-
ers, provide invaluable opportunities for
students to explore diverse career paths,”
said Kelley Kirila, Principal at MCTC.

In the upcoming 2024-25 school year,
MCTC is set to offer an extensive selection

of over 30 courses, spanning across various
industries such as business and industry,
public service, and Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM). These
courses aim to empower students with the
skills and knowledge necessary to navigate
the evolving landscape of the professional
world.

Enrollment for these programs is set to
open on Wednesday, January 17, and will
close on Friday, March 1st. This timeframe
allows prospective students and their
families ample opportunity to carefully
consider and select from the myriad of
offerings that align with their academic
and career aspirations.

MCTC offers specialized Career and
Technical Education courses not available
at our Katy ISD high school campuses. The
MCTC’s mission is to develop college and
career-ready students through engaging
real-world experiences.

For more information about the
Preview Night events and the diverse
CTE courses offered, please visit the
MCTC website at katyisd.org/MCTC. For
questions or immediate assistance, please
contact the MCTC counselor, Kristel Green
at 281-237-6331 or the MCTC Admissions
Specialist, Ana Perez at 281-237-6323.

KATY PONY BASEBALL - WHERE PLAYERS START PLAYING
BASEBALL JUST LIKE THE PROS AT AGE 9 - WHERE OPEN
LEAGUE BASEBALL IS PLAYED JUST LIKE THE PROS.

Katy Pony Baseball registration is open to all players from

Katy ISD, Brookshire, Sealy, Cy-Fair and Waller.

Katy Pony Baseball features a graduated system in
2-year increments for pitching and base distance to accommodate
the physical development of players.

- SPRING 2024

BASEBALL

Register at Dick's Sporting Goods (see below) or online at www.katyponybaseball.org

Registration

League Ages -4 to18
(As of April 30th 2024)

Season Starts - Week of March 18th - Ends TBD

Spring Sportsfest - Baseball, games, food, fun, prizes and team pictures! Saturday, March 23rd

Walk-In Registration will take place at :

Dick’s Sporting Goods, January 13th (10am - 2pm) (24600 Katy Fwy)
or register online now thru 11:59 PM on January 17th at katyponybaseball.org
Tryouts, at Four Seasons Park, (Ages 6-14) Saturday, January 20th (times assigned)

No Tryouts Shetland 4/5

No Tryouts Colt (Freshman - Senior ): Colt Players will be placed on teams by High School.
Player Drafts: Shetland 6 - Pony - Sunday, January 21st

Teams Formed / Coaches Meeting: Shetland 4/5 - Sunday, January 21st

Teams Formed / Coaches Meeting: Colt- January 25th

Multi-player discount ($10) for each additional player in same family.

Each player gets $120 in raffle tickets to sell » keep the money to help offset your coste or submitin your name if you choose not to sell.

All sign-ups after Jan.17th charged a $25 late fee. ColtLate Fee Waived - Please register early to avoid waiting list.
Late registration will be available at our facilities (Four Seasons Park) During Tryouts, Saturday, January 20th i iLlACI ]
After Tryouts call (281) 371-0887 to schedule registration appointment, Cash Only

To expedite the in-person registration process, forms are on our website

Players are assigned to a division/team based on their age as of 4/30/2024

New players please provide a copy or original Birth Certificate with your Registration Form and payment.
Cash and checks ONLY when registering in person. Major Credit/Debit cards ONLY when registering on line.

Paid Certified Umpires — Ages 6 to 17
' Paid Concessions Personnel
Paid Professional Grot keepers

Ages 4-6 Ages 7-8 Ages 9-10
50 ft. Bases 60 ft. Bases 60 ft.Bases
T-Ball Coach/Dad Pitch Kid Pitch (46 ft.)

SHETLAND PRINTEO NMUSTANGE BRONGCO PONY

Registration Info
$235 per player Pinto (7-8) thru Colt (Fresh - $) $225 per player Shetland 6] /

Katy PONY Baseball
Professional Playing Fields
Graduated Pitching & Base Path Distances
Open Bases (Lead-off's, Steals, Balks) just like the Pro’s!
beginning at age 9

Our Parents watch and enjoy the game. They do not have to rake fields, umpire or sell food items. Experience the difference.

$205 per player Shetland 4/5

Players receive a team jersey and baseball cap.

if age 4 by
4/30/2024

in
Shetland
(T-Ball)
division

Ages 11-12 Ages 13-14 Grade- Fresh - Sr.

70 ft. Bases 80 ft. Bases 90 ft. Bases Kid
Kid Pitch (50ft.) Kid Pitch (54 ft.) Pitch (60 ft.)
ClOITy

All games will be played at Four Seasons Park, 4702 Katy-Hockey Cut-Off Road (Just North of Clay Road)
Katy PONY Baseball is a registered non-profit organization dedicated to provide the best youth baseball experience possible.
For more information or details visit www.katyponybaseball.org or call the facility at 281-371-0887

* Season Start and end dates are subject to change based on weather and other conditions beyond our control. Field usage and Batting cages are determined by a set schedule
THIS ORGANIZATION AND ITS ACTIVITIES ARE NOT RELATED TO OR SPONSORED BY THE
KATY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT,

or any other Independent School District.

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

- Staffed Reception Area

« Copy / Scan / Fax Access

« High Speed Internet

« Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307

AP=X

EXECUTIVE SUITES

Your Productivity is Your Business. Your Convenience is Ours.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
« Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &

Drinks

 Conference Rooms & Day Office

Rental

ApexExecutiveSuites.com « 281-363-1336

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

_f Qo)

ApexExecutiveSuites
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$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

Display Ads ....... Friday noon
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Annual Report Public Hearing
Scheduled January 22, 2024

The Katy Independent School District will conduct a public
hearing for the 2022-2023 Annual Performance Report
on January 22, 2024. The hearing will be held during the
regularly scheduled meeting of the Katy ISD Board of
Trustees at 5:00 PM in the Katy ISD Administration
Building at 6301 South Stadium Lane.

Texas Education Code (TEC) §39.306 requires each school
district’s board of trustees to publish an annual report that
includes the Texas Academic Performance Report (TAPR),
PEIMS Financial Standard, accreditation status, campus
performance objectives, special education determination
status, violent or criminal incidents along with prevention
intervention policies, student performance in
post-secondary institutions, and progress towards meeting
early childhood literacy and math proficiency as well as
college, career, and military readiness.

and

AND
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

To: Otterway Ola Green
Biological Father
23702 Aspen Cliff Ct.
Katy, Texas 77493-3393

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action has been filed against you and that you are
required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it on Russell J. Frank,
Esq., whose address is Cordell Law, LLP, 5337 Millenia Lakes Blvd, Suite 200,
Orlando, Florida 32839, rfrank@cordel1law.com, on or before February 20, 2024,
and file the original with the clerk of this Court at 2 Courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741 before service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter.
If you fail to do so, a default may be entered against you for the relief
demanded in the petition.

Failure to file a written response to the petition constitutes grounds upon
which the court may terminate parental rights. Failure to appear at the hearing
constitutes grounds upon which the court may terminate parental rights. You
have a right to ask that a future hearing be reset for a later date so that you may
consult with an attorney; and an opportunity to admit or deny the allegations

tions, Inc. today!
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Katy ISD Provides Evaluations
for Students
with Suspected Disabilities

The Katy Independent School District Department of
Special Education provides evaluations for students with
suspected disabilities to identify every student with a
disability living within the district’s boundaries. These
evaluations are designed to help identify children who may
qualify for the district’s special education or Section 504
program.

Students with all categories of disabilities between the
ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to ensure
their success in school. These services and supports may
be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
Special Education services are also available to children
who are visually and/or auditory impaired starting at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be challenged with
a disability, please contact the Katy ISD Department of
Special Education at 281-396-2066. The Department of
Special Education will coordinate efforts to evaluate the
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided
with supports and services needed to obtain academic and
non-academic benefit. Please do not hesitate to call should
you have any questions.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane
Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity
employer. The Board of Trustees, and its agents, officers,
and staff members shall not discriminate based on gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

in the petition.

Orange County, Florida, to wit, O.L.G
being fifty (50) years old;

request.

You are the legal father of a minor female child born on 11/08/2010 in Orlando,

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are available at
the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review these documents upon

., and the birth mother describes you as

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your current
address. (You may file Designation of Current Mailing and E-Mail Address,
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in
this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed to the addresses on record at the clerk’s
office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, requires
automatic disclosure of documents and information. Failure to comply can

Dated:December 28, 2023

result in sanctions, including dismissal or striking of pleadings.

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Digitally signed by
Carolina Garallues
Date: 2023.12.28

By: 11:08:44 -05'00'
Deputy Clerk
900 900 900 900
BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES

WE BU

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422

OIL, GAS, &

MINERAL RIGHTS

LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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Consumer Cellular-

NO HIDDEN FEES.
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

853-493-3803

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 855-704-8579 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
e

TexSCAN Week of
Jan. 7-13, 2024

ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement.
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas.
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION

California couple assures loving home for newborn.
Full time mom, devoted grandparents, education, gentle
pets. Generous living expenses. David/Lori 818-415-
7022 or attorney 310-663-3467.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more
information, call 855-493-3803

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

OIL& GASRIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals
do complete repairs to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

ads@texaspress.com

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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. Seven Lakes
. surges past

SCORES &
SCHEDULES

GIRLS BASKETBALL Justice Carlton goes
up for a layup during |
Friday Friday’s game between
+ Paetow vs. Mayde Creek, 7 p.m. Seven Lakes and Cinco
- Katy vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m. Ranch at the Seven
« Cinco Ranch vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m. Lakes gym.

«Taylor vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m. TYLER TYRE

BY TYLER TYRE
Tuesday SPORTS EDITOR
« Cinco Ranch vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.
+ Mayde Creek vs. Katy, 7 p.m.
«Tompkins vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.

« Jordan vs. Paetow, 7 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Friday

«Morton Ranch vs. Katy, 7 p.m.

« Seven Lakes vs. Taylor, 7 p.m.

« Mayde Creek vs. Paetow, 7 p.m.

- Cinco Ranch vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.

Justice Carlton has been slowly working back to
full strength.

The Seven Lakes senior wing had been grinding
to get back from a torn ACL and was finally able to
play shortly before the Christmas break. And with
her returning to form, the Spartans have made a
leap since returning from the break.

The Spartans got arguably their most important
win of the season on Friday, beating Cinco Ranch,
which came into the game as the top team in
District 19-6A, 81-59 in a dominant performance
where the Spartans never trailed.

Both Justice Carlton and Madison Carlton led
the way in the win with huge games all over the
court. Justice finished the game with 22 points
while Madison had 28 points with both of them
feasting on rebounds and making a big impact
defensively as well.

“We had been killing it inside even before I got
back. Maddie has just been such a force against
everyone and there really isn’t anyone out there
that can guard her down low,” Justice Carlton said.
“With the health that we have now, it’s just even
more — there’s no one who has the size we do with
multiple people and then we have players on the
wing who are great players too. It’s just great to be
a part of and we all play off each other”

Tuesday

« Seven Lakes vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.

« Cinco Ranch vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.
- Katy vs. Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.

« Paetow vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER

Thursday

« Seven Lakes vs. Shadow Creek, 10 a.m.
« Cinco Ranch vs. Klein, 10 a.m.

+ Paetow vs. Cy-Springs, 10 a.m.

«Taylor vs. Dawson, 2 p.m.

«Tompkins vs. Fulshear, 6 p.m.

« Katy vs. Bellaire, 8 p.m.

« Jordan at Vandegrift, 8 p.m.

Friday-Saturday

« All teams but Jordan at I-10 Shootout See BASKETBALL, page A9

Friday

« Jordan vs. Guyer, 12:40 p.m,, at
Georgetown

Saturday

« Jordan vs. East View, 2:30 p.m., at
Georgetown

Texans clinch AFC South
Title to set up wild card
rematch with Browns

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Tuesday

« Paetow vs. Morton Ranch, noon

« Jordan vs. Mayde Creek, 7:15 p.m.
« Katy vs. Tompkins, 7:15 p.m.
«Taylor vs. Cinco Ranch, 7:15 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER

Thursday

«Taylor vs. Northbrook, 2 p.m.

« Tompkins at Dripping Springs, 8 p.m.
« Jordan vs. Round Rock, 8 p.m.

beating the Indianapolis Colts 23-19
on Saturday in a game that came down
to the final minutes, behind a big
day from CJ Stroud and Nico Collins.
Stroud finished the day 20 for 26 pass-
ing throwing for 264 yards and two
touchdowns while Collins caught nine
passes for 195 yards and a touchdown,
which came on the first offensive play
of the game for the Texans, which was ¢
a 75-yard touchdown pass. “

The win guaranteed the Texans a
playoff spot and then they clinched
the AFC South title on Sunday when
the Titans beat the Jaguars.

“This is a special one,” head coach

It's been a turnaround for the ages
in Houston this season.

Expectations weren’t too high com-
ing into the season with a rookie head
coach, rookie offensive play caller and
rookie quarterback taking the reins of
the organization.

But whatever the expectations may
have been, the Texans exceeded all of
them, as they clinched an AFC South
Division Title and the No. 4 seed in the
AFC playoffs with a 10-7 record just a
year after finishing tied for the worst
record in the league.

Houston did it in dramatic fashion,

Friday

«Tompkins at Baytown Lee, 2 p.m.

« Jordan vs. Southlake Carroll, 6 p.m.

+ Morton Ranch at Kempner, 7:30 p.m.
« Katy at C.E. King, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday
«Tompkins at Denton Guyer, 10 a.m.
« Jordan vs. Harlan, noon

Tuesday

«Tompkins vs. Katy, 7:15 p.m.

« Cinco Ranch vs. Taylor, 7:15 p.m.

« Morton Ranch vs. Paetow, 7:15 p.m.
« Mayde Creek vs. Jordan, 7:15 p.m.

« Seven Lakes vs. CE.King, 7:15 p.m.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) scrambles and picks up a first down during an
NFL game between the Houston Texans and Tennessee Titans on December 31,

See TEXANS, page A9 2023, in Houston. The Texans won, 26-3.

===_lmw--t'9’f"

[-10 Shootout returns with strong brackets

TYLER TYRE

Daniela Sanchez Prado crosses the ball during Friday’s Class 6A

bi-district round game between Tompkins and George Ranch at

Rhodes Stadium.

ALTERATIONS

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Another year of Katy ISD soccer is set to
kick off this week with the start of the I-10
shootout signaling the start of the season.

It's another strong bracket in the I-10
shootout which will bring some of the
strongest teams in the state to Katy where
they will compete in brackets hosted by
eight of the Katy ISD schools.

It will be a first look at some of the
best teams around the area and state that
will culminate with games at Legacy and
Rhodes Stadium over the weekend.

ATTORNEYS

Seven Lakes will lead the way among
ranked teams, as they come in ranked
eighth in the state and second in Region III
by TASCO, behind just Ridge Point. King-
wood is ranked at No. 4 in Region IIT and
will be at the tournament, while Tompkins
is ranked No. 5, Memorial is ranked No. 6,
Clear Lake is ranked No. 8, Summer Creek
is ranked No. 9 and Elkins is ranked No. 20
as all will compete in the shootout.

The tournament starts Thursday, with
the Katy ISD teams hosting their brackets
through Friday until the finals are played
at Legacy and Rhodes Stadium’s on Sat-
urday.

"The Law Firm with a Moral Compass"

Wills - Family Law

Cinco Ranch will host the Cougar
bracket, which will include Bridgeland,
Friendswood, Lamar, Klein, Pasadena
Memorial, Lake Creek and Memorial. The
Cougars will start the tournament against
Klein on Thursday morning.

Katy will host the Tiger bracket which
will have Bellaire, Clear Springs, Elkins,
La Porte, St. Agnes, Foster and Klein Cain
in it. Katy starts off the tournament against
Bellaire on Thursday as they hope to get off
to a hot start.

See SHOOTOUT, page A9
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PHOTOS BY TYLERTYRE  Kimora Lopez goes up for a shot during Friday’s game Madison Carlton shoots over a defender during
Gracie Hobin shoots a layup during Friday’s game between ~ between Seven Lakes and Cinco Ranch at the Seven Friday’s game between Seven Lakes and Cinco Ranch
Seven Lakes and Cinco Ranch at the Seven Lakes gym. Lakes gym. at the Seven Lakes gym.

BASKETBALL

from page A8

Seven Lakes jumped out to a 10-0
lead in the first quarter and never looked
back, building a 19-9 lead after the
first quarter before making it 38-19 at
halftime.

Seven Lakes did that behind a suf-
focating full court trap that sped Cinco
Ranch up and never let them get in any
kind of rhythm. That defense also led to
easy transition points from the Spartans
as they kept growing the lead even into
the second half, as the depth of Seven
Lakes kept everyone fresh despite the
fast pace.

“We have some players back and it’s
huge for us with the way it’s built our
depth,” said Seven Lakes head coach
Doug Watson. “You're able to get more
bodies in there and keep everyone fresh.
When you don'’t have to rely on one unit
for a whole game, it really helps a team
and these girls come at you in waves, so
ithelps alot”

Seven Lakes kept growing the lead
to 62-32 after the third quarter and
were able to get the bench in for a large
majority of the fourth as they went on to
clinch the win.

It was an important win for the Spar-
tans as it kept them a game back of the
top two in district, Taylor and Tompkins,
and puts them tied for third place with
Cinco Ranch as the first half of district
play comes to a close. It won't get any
easier though, as they will play those top
two Taylor and Tompkins in their next
two games as Seven Lakes looks to keep
climbing the district standings.

“It was really important to get this win
and to stay just a game behind those two
schools,” Watson said. “There’s never a
night off in this district and with those
two coming up next, we have to be ready.
We're going to keep working — this was a
good one to get but we have to move on
to the net one now.”

Above: Justice Carlton
was presented with a
celebratory ball before the
game against Cinco Ranch
for surpassing 2,000
career points. Left: Justice
and Madison Carlton
celebrate after a basket
during Friday’s game
between Seven Lakes and
Cinco Ranch at the Seven
Lakes gym.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE
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TEXANS

from page A8

DeMeco Ryans said. “It’s special to win the
division and that was the goal. You know if you
win the division, you're in the playoffs so that’s
the goal every year. We're proud of that accom-
plishment and proud of the work the guys put in
to get to this point because they earned it even if
it wasn't pretty every single week. I'm happy the
way we learned it — we’ve grown and I feel like
we're much better. We've gotten valuable experi-
ence that will carry us throughout the playoffs.”

The win sets up a rematch from just three
weeks ago, as Houston will host the Cleveland
Browns at 3:30 p.m. Saturday at NRG Stadium,
in what will be the Texans' first playoff game and
first home playoff game since 2019.

The Texans will be hoping for a better per-
formance than in their last matchup which they
lost 26-22 while allowing Joe Flacco to throw
for 368 yards and three touchdowns and Amari
Cooper to catch 11 passes for 265 yards and two
touchdowns. But Houston will get a boost in this
game. Last time out the Texans did not have CJ
Stroud at quarterback and were without both of
their best pass rushers in Will Anderson Jr. and
Jonathan Grennard on the defensive side of the
ball and a big issue was the amount of time they
gave to Joe Flacco to throw the ball.

But both Stroud and Anderson will be back
for this matchup and the Texans are hoping that
Grennard will be able to get back on the field for
the playoff game as well.

“There were a lot of self inflicted wounds
in that first game against the Browns,” Ryans
said. “We made big plays that were negated by
penalties or mishaps by us. We have to play clean
football because this is a good team and they’ll
take advantage of it. On defense we just gave up
too many explosive plays and Amari had an out-
standing game, we have to cover him better and
we have to get off the field on third down.”

But no matter the outcome of the game, this
season has already gone down as a huge success
for the Texans, but for the players in the locker
room, they aren'’t satisfied yet.

“Every team that lines up at the start of the
season the goal is to make it to the playoffs and
that was our expectation in this locker room,”
said Ryans. “That’s why you play the game and I
don’t know any other expectation. When you're
a competitor, that is exactly why you do those
things, so you can be in this situation. We con-
tinue to do our best and work the right way and
that’s how you get the opportunity. Now we're
here and we are looking forward to it

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Texans wide receiver Nico Collins (12) carries the ball behind the
block of offensive tackle George Fant (77) during an NFL game
between the Houston Texans and Tennessee Titans on December
31,2023, in Houston. The Texans won, 26-3.

SHOOTOUT

from page A8

Haydan Erck takes a corner
during Friday's bi-district
game between Seven Lakes
and George Ranch at Legacy
Stadium.
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Private, Custom Jeweler
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Custom
Jewelry

Downtown
Fulshear

Mayde Creek will host the
Rams bracket that includes
Canyon Lake, Cy-Falls, Santa Fe,
Westbury, Aldine Davis, Kempner
and Brenham and will start the
tournament against Westbury.

Morton Ranch will host Cy-
Lakes, Fort Bend Austin, Jersey
Village, Westside, Manvel, New
Caney Westfork and Waller in
the Mavericks bracket and will
start the tournament off against
Westfork.

Paetow will host seven teams
in the Panther bracket that
includes Cy-Creek, Cy-Springs,
Fort Bend Travis, Magnolia West,
Kingwood and Heights with the
Panthers playing Cy-Springs first

TYLER TYRE

Valentina Gianinetto shoots during Tuesday’s Class 6A area round game between Tompkins and
Bellaire at Legacy Stadium.

on Thursday.

Seven Lakes will have a bracket
consisting of A&M Consolidated,
Clear Lake, Deer Park, San Anto-
nio Churchill, Tomball Memorial,
Shadow Creek and Cy-Woods and
will host A&M Consolidated in its
first game on Thursday.

Taylor will host a bracket that
includes North Shore, Spring,
Clements, Dawson, Montgom-
ery, Memorial Red and Langham
Creek, starting off the tournament
against Dawson.

15 Years
Experience

Private
Jeweler

Call or Text

Greg 713-560-8496

Tompkins rounds out things
with the Falcon Bracket, hosting
Atascocita, Fulshear, Cy-Ranch,
George Ranch, Lumberton, Sum-
mer Creek and Cedar Park.

The teams will be split into a
winners and consolation bracket
after Thursday. Those that make
it undefeated until Saturday will
play in the winner’s bracket finals
at Legacy and Rhodes Stadium.

At Rhodes Stadium, the Mus-
tang bracket final will be played at
9 a.m., the Tiger bracket finals will

be played at 11 a.m., the Falcons
bracket finals will be played at 1
p-m., and the Spartans bracket
finals will be played at 3 p.m.

Over at Legacy, the Rams
bracket final will be played at 10
a.m., the Mavericks bracket final
will be played at noon, the Cou-
gars bracket final will be played at
2 p.m. and the Panthers bracket
final will be played at 4 p.m.

For more information on
the tournament, go to https://i-
10shootout.org/

We Buy
Gold, Jewelry, Fine Watches, Estates

We Buy
Old Jewelry &
Diamonds

Coins &
Bullion

Ideal Diamond Buyers « 8045 FM 359 Rd S. « Fulshear
“Ideal Service...Better Value”
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Milroe, Gbenda come up just short of national title game

Alabama
quarterback
Jalen Milroe (4)
scrambles in the
backfield during
an NCAA college
football game on
October 7, 2023,
in College Station,
Texas. Alabama
won, 26-20.
SCOTT W. COLEMAN

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Two Katy ISD graduates, Jalen Mil-
roe and David Gbenda, fell just short
of getting to the College Football Play-
off National Title game last week, with
both the University of Alabama and
the University of Texas coming yards
away from extending their seasons
and making it to the biggest college
football game of the year.

Milroe had a good day for Ala-
bama in what ended up being a 27-20
loss to No. 1 Michigan in overtime.
The redshirt sophomore completed
16 of his 23 passes for 116 yards,
while adding 63 yards on the ground.
Milroe led Alabama down the field
on the team's final possession of the
game, but the Crimson Tide came
up just short, getting stuffed on a
quarterback power run on a fourth

and short in the redzone as Michigan
came away with the win.

Texas meanwhile found them-
selves in just as close a game down
the stretch in its College Football
Playoff against the University of
Washington, but like Alabama came
up just short on its final drive. Gben-
da had just one tackle in the game
but it was a big one, stuffing Wash-
ington on a third and short before the
Huskies turned it over on downs. The
Longhorns were down nine with just
minutes remaining in the game but
came back and had a chance to win
it at the end. The Longhorns drove all
the way down to the redzone, but a
fourth down pass to the endzone was
batted down as time expired.

A big part of the Texas offensive
line was Taylor graduate Hayden
Conner, who finished his junior year
as a two year starter for the Long-

horns. He helped UT gain 318 yards
through the air and 180 yards on the
ground in the loss.

Milroe ended the year with 2,834
yards through the air to go with 23
touchdowns to just six interceptions.
He added 531 yards on the ground
and 12 more touchdowns as he
cemented himself as the Crimson
Tide’s starting quarterback down the
stretch.

Gbenda also had a big year in his
senior season. He finished the season
with 50 tackles, 23 of which were
solos and 1.5 sacks, also deflecting
two passes while helping the Long-
horns to a Big 12 Title and National
Semifinal appearance. Gbenda ends
his college career with 109 tackles,
58 solo tackles, three sacks and an
interception.

Conner started all 14 games for
Texas this season at left guard.

Mayde Creek graduate James Thomas
named OU head track and field coach

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Mayde Creek graduate James
Thomas had a major accomplishment
recently, as he was named the new
head track and field and cross country
coach at the University of Oklahoma,
a huge accomplishment after years of
hard work as an assistant coach.

Thomas joins the Sooners from
the University of Georgia, where he
spent the last two years as an assistant
and associate head coach. He helped
the Bulldogs to top 10 finishes in the
2023 NCAA Outdoor Championships,
with the men finishing seventh and
the women finishing 10th and top five
finishes in the indoor championships,
with the men finishing second and
the women fifth.

"We're thrilled to welcome Coach
Thomas to Sooner Nation," said OU
Director of Athletics Joe Castiglione.
"James has an established back-
ground in helping build champion-

ship-level programs and he holds a
great vision for our track and field
teams, building upon the momentum
our student-ath-
letes and coach-
ing staff have
created in the
past few years.
His pedigree is
proven having
worked with
and for some of
the best coaches
in the sport,
positioning him
and our program for success. Most
importantly, he has an extreme focus
on developing the whole student-ath-
lete, and I know our Sooners will
benefit immensely from his support
and mentorship. We look forward to
welcoming him, his wife Ebony, and
their sons Jordan and Jameson to the
Sooner family."

After graduating from Mayde
Creek, Thomas graduated from Sam

JAMES THOMAS

SCAN QR CODE

Houston State and got a master’s
degree from Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Commerce. Thomas went on to
coach at Kentucky and TCU before
joining the Texas Tech coaching staff
in 2012, where he spent nine seasons
until 2021, becoming the associate
head coach and helping the Red
Raiders to a National Outdoor Title in
2019, one of the major accomplish-
ments of the University’s track and
field program.

"James Thomas has been pre-
paring to be a head coach for a long
time,” said Texas Tech Director of
Track and Field Wes Kittley. “He has
been diligent in being a student of
the game in track and field and has
proven over and over he can recruit,
develop and lead young men and
women. He is now being given the
opportunity to be a head coach. He
will not be afraid to go after it full
throttle. He is ready for this opportu-
nity. I am so happy for him and his
family."
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EAT. DRINK. GIVE.

Three Katy ISD athletes
named to TGCA
Volleyball All-Star Team

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Three Katy ISD players were named to next year’s
Texas Girls Coaches Association Class 5A-6A All-Star
Game after a terrific year in the school district and
District 19-6A.

Kassidy O’Brien, Heidi Wingate and Brooklyn Merrell
were all recognized for their accomplishments this
school year and named to the Blue Team of the event.

O’Brian was named Co-District 19-6A MVP in her ju-
nior year at Cinco Ranch and finished the year with 1385
assists, 388 digs, 137 kills, 22 blocks and 25 aces as the
Cougars setter while helping her team reach the Class
6A state final after an undefeated district championship.

Wingate had a great season in her junior year at Sev-
en Lakes, helping the Spartans reach the Region III-6A
Final; she finished the season with 194 kills, 21 blocks,
54 digs, seven assists and one ace.

Brooklyn Merrell was the final player from Katy ISD to
make the team. The junior setter helped lead the Tomp-
kins Falcons to a second place finish in district and a third
round appearance in the playoffs. She had 496 digs, 134
assists, 102 aces and six kills on the season, being named
the district’s defensive player of the year in the process.
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Katy’s Best Food
Festival is coming back!

Come to Katy Taste Fest to sample from over 30+ Katy restaurants!
Come experience the variety of cuuisines from Katy and beyond!
Be sure to come hungry and ready to have a great time!

e 30+ restaurants - Best of Fest competition « Kids Zone

All proceeds benefit local area non-profits

More Info
www.katytastefest.com
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