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Katy school board approves compensation plan

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Katy ISD’s school board officially 
approved the compensation plan for the 

coming school year at Monday night’s meet-
ing – making the staff raises of three per cent 
at midpoint official – but the trustees were 
unable to come to agreement on a plan for a 
lump sum bonus which would reward class-
room teachers reaching benchmark years of 
service.  The “teacher retention” bonus plan 
was delayed, with President Victor Perez re-
questing an additional work-study meeting 
to hash out the details.  

The board also approved the 2024-

2025 Discipline Management plan, which 
includes further restrictions on telecommu-
nications devices such as cell phones and 
accessories and smart watches.  The new 
plan was approved by a 6-0 vote with board 
member Dawn Champagne abstaining.  
Champagne, who asked board president 
Perez to pull the item from the consent 
agenda, expressed concerns during discus-
sion about smart watches, which the policy 
states cannot be in use during instructional 

periods.  Champagne said that the need to 
check each student for a smart watch would 
put a burden on teachers and, if watches are 
confiscated, the expensive devices could be 
damaged in the process, leading to addition-
al costs for the district.

The Katy Times also reached out to the 
district to ask if there were any exceptions 
to the policy – specifically for phones used 

The school board delays 
decision on lump sum 
retention bonus

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Katy native, LGBTQ 
activist and Executive Di-
rector of Students Engaged 
in Advancing Texas (SEAT) 
Cameron Samuels reacted 
last week to Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton’s victory 
against the Biden Adminis-
tration’s Department of Edu-
cation, stopping its attempt 
to have Title IX extend to 
transgender policies.

In June 2023, Texas At-
torney General Ken Paxton 
sued the Department of Ed-
ucation for issuing what his 
office called “arbitrary and 
capricious guidance that 

unlawfully extended Title IX 
to include ‘sexual orienta-
tion’ and ‘gender identity’ as 
protected classes.” A press 
release from Paxton’s office 
said that the policy would 
have forced Texas schools 
and universities to allow 
biological males to use 
women’s restrooms, locker 
rooms, and other sex-specif-
ic spaces. “Any Texas school 
refusing to follow the man-
date risked losing federal 
education funding. Today, a 
federal court vacated the un-
lawful guidance nationwide 
and issued a permanent in-

SEAT founder 
Cameron Samuels 
responds to Paxton 
lawsuit over Title IX
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Congresswoman Lizzie Fletcher (D-Texas) who represents the 7th Congressional District covering a portion 
of the Katy area, tosses dough at Fuzzy’s Pizza, 613 S. Mason in Katy, as she prepares a pizza to be named 
for her.  “The Fletcher’s” includes pepperoni, black olives and onion.  Fletcher joins a host of other officials 
for whom Fuzzy’s has named menu items, including former U. S. President George Bush, former First Lady 
Barbara Bush, Texas Governor Greg Abbott, DA Kim Ogg and Congress members Troy Nehls, Wesley Hunt 
and Morgan Luttrell.

City council 
approves 
new vehicles 
for Katy PD
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Katy’s city council approved 
new vehicles for Katy Police 
Department in two separate ac-
tions at Monday night’s council 
meeting.

Motorcycle lease agree-
ments between the city and po-
lice officers, along with related 
insurance, were approved.  The 
city has leased motorcycles, 
rather than purchasing them, 
since 1997, city administrator 
Byron Hebert said, and this 
plan is a modification to insure 
those vehicles while the officers 
are on duty.

Council also authorized pur-
chase of fleet Vehicles for Katy 
Police Department including 
seven Chevy Tahoes and one 
Chevy Silverado.  The purchase 
was done with $562,173.75 in 
funds from the American Res-
cue Plan Act.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Chris Harris asked KPD Chief 
Noe Diaz if this plan included 
replacement of a city vehicle 
which was in an accident and 
Diaz responded that this plan 
“fills the gap on some of the 
older vehicles” in the fleet.  
The input of the new vehicles 
modernizes the fleet and “gives 
the officers a little more to work 
with.” Diaz said that he had 
been in discussions with the 
city administrator regarding the 
purchase of additional vehicles, 
a matter which will be present-

FUZZY'S WELCOMES FLETCHER

See COUNCIL, page A3

See KISD, page A3

See SEAT, page A3

Rice Harvest Festival announces Sunday headliner
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Red dirt country singer Stoney LaRue has 
been announced as the Sunday headliner 
for the City of Katy’s annual Rice Festival, the 
city said in a Facebook post on June 18.

“After two decades in the spotlight and 
over a million albums and singles sold, 
Stoney LaRue makes his way to the main 
stage at Katy Rice Harvest Festival on Sun-
day, October 13th,” the post said.  LaRue’s 
performance is scheduled to begin at 4:30 
p.m. on the main stage at the historic plaza in 
Old Katy, located at Second Street and Ave-
nue C.  The annual festival, celebrating Katy’s 
heritage in rice farming, will be October 12 
and 13 and is co-sponsored by the City of 
Katy and the Rotary Club of Katy.

Tickets go on sale July 1st at katyricehar-
vestfestival.com 

“Stoney LaRue joining the festival 
has added a level of excitement from our 
sponsors, vendors, and community,” said 
Kaci Maris, tourism and marketing event 
coordinator for the City of Katy in an email 
to the Katy Times.  “The support we received 

See FESTIVAL, page A3
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Country singer Stoney LaRue will be the headliner at the Rice Harvest Festival in old town Katy on Sunday, October 13 at 4:30 p.m. 
Tickets go on sale July 1.

Katy ISD honored for work 
narrowing achievement gaps
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 
Katy ISD has been named 

a 2023 Texas Honor Roll 
District for its commitment 
to narrowing achievement 
gaps, particularly for socio-
economically disadvantaged 
student populations, the 
district announced in a June 
18 press release. 

Only 89 Texas school 

districts, approximately 10% 
of those eligible for consid-
eration, were named to the 
list.

“The strongest evidence 
of our success is that our 
students – all of our students 
– continue to make strides 
in their academic achieve-
ment, and the STAAR results 

See HONOR, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Large, flightless birds
  5. Lifts and moves heavy objects
10. Hyundai sedan
12. Wear away by erosion
14. Arranged alphabetically
16. Top prosecutor
18. __-de-sac: Short dead-end
      street
19. Digital audiotape
20. Linguistics pioneer
22. Singer DiFranco
23. Arms of the sea
25. Near-reach weapon (abbr.)
26. Ballplayer’s accessory
27. You get one at the beach
28. U.S. founding father
30. W. Australia indigenous
      people
31. Amounts of time
33. Put on the shelf
35. Russian dynasty member
37. City along the Elbe River
38. A peninsula between the Red
      Sea and the Persian Gulf
40. Actor Damon
41. __ King Cole, musician
42. Company that rings receipts
44. Scatter
45. Basics
48. Part of a door
50. Indicates silence
52. Moved quickly on foot
53. Monetary units

55. A place to crash
56. Many subconsciousses
57. Group of countries
58. About line of latitude
63. Female follower of Bacchus
65. A dentist can treat it
66. Dull brown fabrics
67. Int’l nonprofit

CLUES DOWN
  1. Midway between northeast
      and east
  2. Partner to cheese
  3. One from Utah
  4. A way to move
  5. Playing cards
  6. Baseball stat
  7. Long river in western Asia
  8. Grandmothers
  9. Entertainment legend
      Sullivan
10. Steam bath room
11. One who kills
13. Food
15. Swiss river
17. Fleet
18. Taxi
21. Working class
23. More (Spanish)
24. High schoolers’ test
27. Large heavily built goat
      antelope
29. Murdered in his bathtub

32. Tease good-naturedly
34. Morsel
35. Cause persistent resentment
36. A radioactive element
39. Perform in a play
40. Witty remark: Bon __
43. A great place to kayak
44. Conclude by reasoning
46. In an unfavorable way

47. Complex of nerve tissues
      (abbr.)
49. Machine for making paper
51. Feline
54. Yugo’s hatchback
59. Check
60. Press against lightly
61. Wind-pollinated plants
62. __compoop
64. Commercial

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

For  ticket and sponsorship
opportunities, please go to

hopeimpacts.org/10-year-gala-2024

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

MEET
BAILEY!

This happy, happy 
girl is a 6-year-old 
mixed breed dog. 
Let her bring some 
happiness to YOUR 
home today!

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

(281) 881-0466  |  ktxwindowcleaning.com

Start your Independence Day celebration 
on June 30 with indoor activities at the 1463 

campus of Second Baptist Church
Come to the “Stars and Stripes Spectacular” in 

the COOOOL Worship Center of Second Baptist 
Church’s 1463 campus on Sunday, June 30th at 5 
p.m. and play fun summer games designed for kids 
young and old.  There will be inflatables and fun 
games for the whole family as well as hot dogs and 
burgers for sale. Admission is free. The event will be 
held at 5757 FM-1463 in Katy.  For more informa-
tion, go to second.org/events/.

It's ‘Red, White & BOOM’ at Second Baptist’s 
West Campus on June 30

Get an early start to celebrating our nation’s 
birthday at the West Campus of Second Baptist 
Church, 19449 Katy Freeway, Houston, for “Red, 
White & BOOM” to be held from 7 to 9 p.m., which 
will include fireworks, food trucks, a live band, 
a kids’ fun area, a petting zoo and carnival rides 
and more, say organizers.  There will also be a car 
show and a monster truck.  Admission is $5.00 with 
children 3 and younger getting in free.  For more 
information, go to second.org/events/.

Maud Marks Library announces July 
programs for elementary students

On Mondays, elementary school aged children 
are welcome to Maud Marks Library, 1815 West-
green in Katy, for special programs. Tickets will be 
given out 30 minutes before each performance. Pri-
ority seating is for children ages 5-11; little kids and 
parents will be allowed in as space permits. 

• July 1 at 1:30 p.m.: Mark Shelton: Strike, Shake, 
& Scrape percussion show. A high energy one-man 
assembly that treats students to world class percus-
sion performances by Mark Shelton. Students will 
learn about the percussion family as they enjoy the 
sounds of snare drum, rhythm bones, hammered 
dulcimer, handpan, electronic percussion and more. 

• July 8 at 1:30 p.m.: Magic Show. Presented by 
Jamie Salinas. Join in for a fun, engaging, event with 
lots of audience participation. 

• July 15 at 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.: Crocodile En-
counter. An educational and entertaining program 
where kids get to experience reptiles – snakes, 
lizards, turtles, and tortoises.

Kick off ‘Latin Night’  
at Texas Rodeo Saloon on July 3

New music venue Texas Rodeo Saloon, located in 
the former Alamo Draft House location at 531 S. Ma-
son Road in Katy, will launch “Latin Night” Wednes-
days starting on July 3 at 7 p.m.  Musical group David 
Lee Garza y Los Musicales will be featured.  The 
saloon, which boasts a “Texas-sized dance floor,” will 
offer $3 “You Call It” from 7 to 10 p.m. and addition-
al drink specials after 10 p.m. For more information, 
texasrodeosaloon.com/latin-night-wednesdays/.

DICK's House of Sport in Katy celebrates first 
anniversary with exclusive employee bash

DICK's House of Sport, located at 24600 Katy 
Fwy, Ste. 1100A, Katy, will hold its one-year anni-
versary bash on Sunday, July 7th to commemorate 
its grand opening. The celebration will be filled with 
food, drinks, music, fun games, and numerous sur-
prises. This event, exclusive to the store's dedicated 
employees, allows them to bring along their family 
and friends to join in the festivities.

Leading up to the event, employees will have had 
opportunities to earn tickets redeemable for premi-
um games, including the entertaining "Dunk Your 
Manager in the Water Tank" and "Pie Your Manager 
in the Face." Exciting game prizes include a variety 
of gift cards.  The grand prize winner will receive 
a free pair of shoes from the store. In addition, the 
event will feature an inflatable football toss, corn 
hole, tug-of-war, and sack races. Local organizations 
will also be present with additional games set up in 
the parking lot. In the event of rain, the celebration 
will be moved inside the store.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Free STEM classes 
available in July
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Tashvi Singla is a rising senior 
at Jordan High School in Katy ISD 
and is planning to hold free vir-
tual and in-person STEM events 
during summers for the elemen-
tary aged kids in the community 
in Cinco Ranch and neighboring 
areas. The events, scheduled for 
July 1 - 3 and July 22-24, every day 
from 11 to 11:45 a.m. and 4 to 4:45 
p.m., will be on Zoom and the link 
will be communicated via email 
from the form signup.  RSVP at 
forms.gle/Dbynq2dBte9XVgrT7.

Content covered will be three 
STEM experiments in each 
session which focus on principles 
of mechanical, chemical, 
industrial, aerospace, robotics, 
and engineering. The targeted 

age range is 2nd - 5th graders.
This outreach is a part of 

Singla’s personal passion project 
that is in continuation of her 
participation in the Engineer Girl 
ambassador program sponsored 
by National Association of Engi-
neering (NAE) for 2023-2024 year. 
Singla was among 20 girls from 
the entire country were selected 
by NAE. She hosted three virtual 
workshops and a very successful 
in person event in April 2024 
reaching 40-50 girls and spread-
ing STEM awareness. She also 
raised $200 and donated STEM 
activity kits to Texas Children 
Hospital. 

"I want to help spread accessi-
bility in STEM in my community 
to create opportunities for the 
future generation," said Singla.

SUNDANCE HEAD PERFORMS  
AT TEXAS BEST MUSIC FEST

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Sundance Head (right), winner of the 2016 season of The Voice, performs at Texas Best Music 
Fest held Sunday at Mo’s Place, 21940 Kingsland in Katy.  The concert, spearheaded by Grammy® 
winning singer-songwriters Bill and Kim Nash, raised money for Champions Kids Camp, which 
helps children who have survived a traumatic injury, illness, or personal loss, such as the loss of 
a parent or sibling.

Kristina Shackelford (left), VP of Events & Outreach 
for Katy Pride, prepares to open the program for the 
organization’s first birthday bash, held June 20 at the 
Park Place at the Boardwalk Restaurant, 25551 Kingsland 
in Katy.  The nonprofit ‘s mission is to empower the 
LGBTQ community in Katy and West Houston by creating 
inclusive events, advocating for equality, and fostering a 
supportive community of acceptance and diversity. 

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

KATY PRIDE'S 
FIRST BIRTHDAY BASH
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In this immersive exhibit, visitors are transported to Palenque, Mexico, 
where an archaeological team has mysteriously disappeared from a dig 
site while investigating rumors of a priceless jade medallion. They will 
follow the clues the team left behind to locate the precious medallion 
while avoiding the dangers lurking in the ruins.

Follow clues to locate the precious artifact!

Mystery of the Mayan Medallion is an exhibit by the Museum of Discovery, Little Rock, Arkansas

For tickets, visit sugarland.hmns.org or call 713-639-4629

In a front page story on the June 17 
meeting of the Katy ISD board of 
trustees, the Katy Times incorrectly 
reported that Board President Victor 
Perez called for security to remove public 
comments speaker Lisa Lister-Browne 
from the room.  Perez said, “This lady is 
disrupting the meeting,” and Katy ISD 
security officers approached the speaker.  
The Times regrets the error.

CORRECTION

junction against its enforcement 
against Texas and its schools,” 
concluded the statement. 

"School officials hold a duty 
to create an inclusive and pro-
tective educational environment 
for all students,” Samuels said in 
a statement to the Katy Times. 
“Since its inception in 1972, 
Title IX has been a cornerstone 
of educational equity, designed 
to protect all students, not just 
cisgender girls and women, 
from discrimination based on 
sex. This federal law has played 
a crucial role in ensuring that 
every student, regardless of gen-
der identity or expression, can 
pursue our education in a safe 
and inclusive environment.”

"Recently, Texas has wasted 
taxpayer dollars on frivolous 
federal lawsuits aiming to 
narrow the scope of Title IX 
protections,” Samuels con-
tinued. “Texas’s onslaught of 
discriminatory laws and exec-

utive actions target some of the 
most vulnerable students in our 
community, undermining our 
rights and well-being, despite 
deserving equal protection and 
the same opportunities as peers. 
These flippant actions foment a 
discriminatory political climate 
in Texas, where school dis-
tricts have recently adopted or 
proposed resolutions rejecting 
Title IX protections and are 
even discussing the possibility 
of rejecting federal funding to 
uphold unnecessary bigotry and 
prejudice against their students. 
SEAT calls on school districts 
statewide to support and uphold 
Title IX in its true spirit, ensur-
ing that every student in Texas 
is afforded the dignity, respect, 
and protection we deserve."

Samuels organized nation-
ally-recognized efforts against 
book banning and LGBTQ+ 
internet censorship in the Katy 
Independent School District 

and testified last fall before the 
U.S. Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, addressing book bans 
happening across Texas and the 
rest of the country.

Cinco Ranch High School 
student Jarred Burton – who 
has spoken to the Katy ISD 
board of trustees several times 
during public comments -- also 
weighed in on the decision. “If 
Texas and other alike states are 
successful in blocking the Title 
IX reforms permanently, school 
districts just like Katy ISD will be 
further emboldened to discrim-
inate against their transgender 
students,” said Burton in an 
email to the Katy Times. “While 
anti-trans politicians sit in their 
offices writing our rights away, 
those of us in the classrooms are 
still suffering from the effects 
every day. These reforms have 
given us hope, and we’re not 
about to let people like Paxton 
take that away from us.” 

from page A1
SEAT

in conjunction with glucose monitoring or 
other medical needs.  “Students with docu-
mented medical needs or for whom an ARD 
committee has determined that a device 
is necessary for the student to access their 
educational program will be accommodat-
ed,” said the district in an email to the Katy 
Times. “The device is still expected to not be 
a telecommunications device.”

The board also honored board member 
Lance Redmon, for earning the Master Trust-
ee designation from the Texas Association of 
School Boards (TASB). Redmon was among 

this year’s cohort for the highly selective 
program that elevates school board members 
from across the state of Texas, the district said 
in a press release after the meeting. 

Redmon, along with 33 other Texas trust-
ees attended the year-long program where 
they spent more than 75 hours learning how 
to achieve better governance and improve 
student support throughout their school 
districts. 

Redmon has served Katy ISD as a member 
of the Board of Trustees since 2019 and 
represents Position 2. He is actively involved 

in the community, having volunteered for the 
Katy ISD Education Foundation Board, Katy 
Improvement Council, and the PTA. He is 
also a graduate of Katy ISD’s Leadership Katy 
program and has served his local church. 

During public comments, Anne Russey, 
who is vice president for community and 
education of the LGBTQ+ advocacy group 
Katy Pride, asked the board to consider a 
resolution recognizing June as Pride month.

The next meetings of the school board are:
• Work study meeting on July 22
• Regular board meeting on July 29

from page A1
KISD

ed to council in the future.  
Some vehicles in the fleet 
are 2015 and 2016 models, 
Diaz said.

Council also held 
public hearings to extend 
the boundaries of the city 
limits, considering the 
annexation of two proper-
ties on Katy Flewellen Road 
comprising about 2.5 acres 
in total and about 1.5 acres 
of right of way.  In other 
actions, three contracts 
for debris removal were 
approved.

Councilmember Rory 
Robertson, a sixth-genera-
tion Katyite whose grand-
parents were one of the first 
Jewish families in the area, 
read a resolution recogniz-
ing Katy High School The-
ater Group for Advancing to 
2024 Texas UIL Finals with 
Production of "Ghetto." The 
play recognizes lives lost in 
the Holocaust.   It was the 
first time in 20 years that 
Katy High School made it to 
the state competition, Rob-
ertson said.  The cast and 
crew won multiple awards 
at the district, regional and 
state levels.

Mayor Dusty Thiele re-
minded attendees that city 
offices would be closed on 
Independence Day, July 4.

The next meeting of city 
council is on July 8 at 6:30 
p.m. at Katy City Hall, 901 
Avenue C in Katy.

from page A1
COUNCIL

from the City of Katy Mayor 
Dusty Thiele, council members 
and especially the Convention 
& Tourism Bureau Board has 
made it possible to pursue 
incredible artists and allow us 
to attract a whole new audience 
for our annual festival. Everyone 
at the City is working very hard 

to create the most unique, fun, 
and exciting Katy Rice Harvest 
Festival and showing all our 
visitors why we call Katy, your 
hometown. We can’t wait to have 
everyone come out in October 
and we know Stoney will close us 
out with an epic performance.”

LaRue was born in Taft, Texas 

but was raised in Oklahoma, 
where he got his start playing 
country music in bars in the 
college town of Stillwater, a city 
considered to be the center 
of red dirt music. Red dirt is a 
genre of country music that gets 
its name from the color of soil 
found in Oklahoma. 

from page A1
FESTIVAL

are just one way to measure that,” said 
Christine Caskey, Chief Academic Of-
ficer. “Being named to the state Honor 
Roll list is just further evidence that our 
efforts are successful.” 

Twenty-seven of the District’s 
schools were also named to the list:

• Cinco Ranch High School
• Katy High School
• Seven Lakes High School
• Taylor High School
• Adams Junior High
• Beck Junior High
• Beckendorff Junior High
• Cinco Ranch Junior High
• Katy Junior High
• Seven Lakes Junior High
• Stockdick Junior High
• Tays Junior High
• WoodCreek Junior High
• Alexander Elementary
• Bethke Elementary
• Campbell Elementary
• Creech Elementary
• Fielder Elementary
• Griffin Elementary
• Jenks Elementary
• Randolph Elementary
• Rylander Elementary
• Shafer Elementary
• Stanley Elementary
• Wilson Elementary
• Wolman Elementary
• WoodCreek Elementary
The Honor Roll list, compiled by 

the Educational Results Partnership, 
assesses students’ STAAR outcomes, 
specifically from 2019 to 2023, to mark 
gains in reading, writing and math 
proficiency.

The Texas Honor Roll is presented 
by the Campaign for Business and Edu-
cation Excellence in collaboration with 
the Texas Business Leadership Council 
and other state business partners. Visit 
the Honor Roll web page at edresults.
org/honor-roll to learn more.

from page A1
HONOR
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What Makes Suvida Different
We make healthcare personal, by understanding the physical,
behavioral, social and cultural needs of our patients and their

families – either on-site, in-home or virtually.

Who We Are
Our team at Suvida has
embraced the unique opportunity 
to create a new primary care
experience that focuses on the 
unique needs of Hispanic Seniors 
and those that care for them, to 
enable our patients to live
“su vida” to the fullest.

What We offer the
Suvida Family:
• Your own dedicated “Guia,” a go-to 

health guide to accompany you and 
your loved ones throughout your 
Suvida journey 

• Transportation for established 
patients and complimentary on-site 
social/wellness activities 

• Caregiver support & enablement 
services 

• Larger-than-average exam rooms built 
to accommodate patients and their 
caregivers 

• More time spent with your doctor 
and less time in a waiting room 

• Bilingual healthcare providers who 
are experts in senior care

323 S. Mason Rd. Katy
In the Fiesta Shopping Center just south of I 10
(888) 4-SUVIDA| Open Monday – Friday 8 to 5

We are here to honor and celebrate you
Your family, your culture, your neighborhood, your care, “su vida”

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Local entrepreneurs Rick and Angela 
Vargas, owners of The Vargas Agency at 5718 
Third Street in old Katy, have partnered with 
WRIDZ, a software platform that connects 
drivers and passengers through the use of the 
Wridz app.

“Wridz is not just another rideshare 
company, we are the evolution of rideshare,” 
said Angela Vargas in an email to the Katy 
Times.  “At Wridz, we put the drivers and our 
passengers first.”

Rick and Angela married in 2006 in 
El Paso, then moved to Katy 2007 and 
started their insurance agency in 2017, 
quickly becoming active in the community 
through the Fulshear Regional Chamber 
for Commerce. They have two children 
-- daughter Ofelia and son Burabari.  In the 
course of looking for additional business 
opportunities, the Vargases met with Steve 
and Donna Wright, founders of Wridz, in 
September 2023.  “After our first meeting we 
quickly realized this is a company that aligns 
with our values,” said Vargas. “Once we talked 
with [the Wrights], we quickly recognize their 
heart and vision for Wridz was in the right 
place.  Rick and I have a love for business, and 
we are excited to bring this opportunity to our 
community.”

Wridz is different from other rideshares in 
that it addresses three primary areas related 
to the needs and desires of passengers:  pas-
senger safety, fares and locating/verifying the 
driver, Angela Vargas said. Drivers undergo 
an extensive background check, an interview 
process which include an in-person drug test, 
verifying the driver's photo and other infor-
mation, and verifying the photo and informa-
tion about the vehicle. Drivers are continu-
ously monitored, as are their ratings.  Wridz 
strives to keep its fares ten percent lower than 

other rideshares serving the area.
“You'll never again worry that you might 

not be getting into the vehicle with the driver 
assigned for your trip,” said Vargas.  “Wridz 
has a unique CallingCard®: system to help 
you locate and identify your driver.  You and 
your driver will each be assigned a color and 
number combination unique to the pickup 
area for your trip.  You and your driver can 
each display the CallingCard® in full screen 
mode to locate your driver.  Next, your driver 
will have a dash placard with a unique driver 
id and QR code.  Point your phone camera at 
the QR code to be notified if this is, or is not, 
your driver.”

Wridz is also different from the perspec-
tive of the drivers.  Drivers get 100 per cent of 
the fare, without paying a booking fee.  The 
program is subscription-based and drivers 
choose the region or regions they would like 
to drive in, paying a monthly subscription fee 
for the chosen area.  

The Wridz app is available in the app 
store, Vargas said and once it is downloaded, 
the user has the option to enter the destina-
tion and request a ride; also a specific driver.  
Wait time depends on the number of drivers 
available.  “As we continue to increase the 
number of drivers weekly, the waiting time 
will decrease,” Angela Vargas said.  Credit 
cards are accepted.

Under the direction of the Vargases, Wridz 
will serve the Houston region, as far north 
as Huntsville down to Galveston, and from 
Columbus to the border of Louisiana.

“In this difficult time in our economy we 
feel Wridz will give the opportunity for  driv-
ers to earn what they work for,” Vargas said.  
“Safety in our country has also become a con-
cern -- we believe through the measure of the 
onboarding process, we are able to minimize 
an unwanted situation.  We love and care for 
our community and we know that this com-
munity/country will support Wridz.” 

Local couple launches 
Wridz to serve Katy and 
greater Houston region

Ochoa Energy Storage invests 
in Katy’s next generation with 
awards to Katy Education 
Foundation, Shaw Center
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Ochoa Energy Storage announced on 
June 10 that Katy ISD Education Foun-
dation and the Robert R. Shaw Center for 
STEAM have been selected as the recipi-
ents of its spring 2024 Community Giving 
Program.

The Katy ISD Education Foundation 
provides resources to enrich teaching, 
inspire learning, and enhance opportuni-
ties for students in the Katy community.  
Funding from the Ochoa Energy Storage 
Community Giving Program will support 
Katy High School’s “Aiming for a Net-Zero 
Campus Using a Native Prairie Ecosystem 
as a Real-World Model” program, provid-
ing students with an immersive oppor-
tunity to learn about conserving Katy’s 
natural environment.

Katy ISD Education Foundation 
Development Director Janet Theis 
thanked the Ochoa Energy Storage team 
for their support, saying, “This generous 
contribution benefits the Katy ISD 
Education Foundation’s district-wide 
Inspiring Imagination teacher grant 
program and provides direct support for 
teacher-led outdoor learning experiences 
at Katy High School.”

The Robert R. Shaw Center for 
STEAM's mission is to inspire students 
to pursue STEAM subjects and careers 
through hands-on experiences with 
STEAM activities and participation in ad-
vanced robotics programs. Funding from 
the Ochoa Energy Storage award will help 
the Shaw Center purchase materials and 
equipment for Katy ISD student field trips, 
where students will learn about engineer-
ing design through immersive activities 
like bottle car racing and straw rocket 
launching. The program will provide sup-
plies and for two years-worth of field trips, 
benefiting about 28,000 students.

Stephen Adams, Coordinator for the 
Robert R. Shaw Center for STEAM, said, 
“The Robert R. Shaw Center for STEAM 
staff is incredibly thankful for Ochoa En-
ergy Storage’s award for our program and 

mission. This award will enable approx-
imately 28,000 third and seventh-grade 
students in Katy ISD to participate in 
hands-on field trips so they can engage 
with science on a practical and personal 
level, helping equip them to become our 
next generation of STEM leaders.”

Investing in organizations that em-
power future generations with the tools 
to create a bright future is a priority for 
Vesper Energy, said Alex Rohr, Communi-
ty Affairs Manager for the Ochoa Energy 
Storage project. "Our team is grateful for 
the opportunity to invest in Katy’s stu-
dents and educators by partnering with 
incredible community organizations like 
the Katy ISD Education Foundation and 
the Shaw Center for STEAM.”

The Ochoa Energy Storage Community 
Giving Program is open to organizations 
working to make an impact on the Katy 
area community. The next round of 
applications can be submitted by visiting 
our website: ochoaenergystorage.com/
community-giving-application. The next 
deadline is August 15, 2024.

 
About Ochoa Energy Storage

Ochoa Energy Storage is a proposed 
500-megawatt Battery Energy Storage 
System (BESS) project that would provide 
sustainable, reliable energy to support 
the Texas grid and millions of dollars 
of revenue from taxes and construction 
spending. This project is being developed 
in Katy, Texas, on privately owned land, 
directly next to a pre-existing major 
electrical corridor serving the residents in 
the Katy area.

                                                                       
About Vesper Energy

Vesper Energy, headquartered in the 
Dallas area, is comprised of professionals 
who have collectively delivered more than 
10 GW of renewable energy projects glob-
ally, owning and operating 100 MW of so-
lar projects, including over 55 renewable 
energy and energy storage projects with a 
generating capacity of 17 GW; enough to 
power more than 2 million homes. 

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

On May 30, Energy Work-
force & Technology Council 
announced the recipients 
of their 2024 Scholarship – a 
prestigious list that included 
four students from the Katy 
area:

• Daniel Yang
• Dorothy Xu
• Patrick Spillman
• Samuel Yuan 
Recipients were selected 

based on various criteria, in-
cluding a 3.0-4.0 grade point 
average, class rank, class load 
and difficulty. Applicants 
were also required to submit 
a one-page personal essay, 
communicating the student's 
educational goals, career 
objectives and how their 
chosen school will assist 

in achieving personal and 
career development goals.

The Energy Workforce & 
Technology Council’s Schol-
arship Program provides 
educational assistance to 
an employee, spouse, child 
or other legal dependent of 
an employee of an Energy 
Workforce Member Com-
pany. Since its inception, 
the scholarship program 
has awarded more than $4 
million to help dependents 
of member companies 
attend institutions of higher 
learning, earn undergraduate 
and advanced degrees, and 
launch successful profes-
sional careers.

“The development of the 
next generation of leaders 
and innovators is a corner-
stone of EWTC’s commit-

ment to the energy industry,” 
said Energy Workforce 
President Molly Determan. 
“The EWTC scholarship is a 
longstanding program that 
aids the Energy Workforce in 
removing financial barri-
ers to higher education for 
dependents of our member 
companies. As the industry 
continues to attract the next 
generation of talent, we 
are dedicated to fostering a 
skilled and knowledgeable 
workforce that will continue 
to drive advancement in the 
energy sector and beyond. 
We are proud to play a small 
role in these outstanding 
young individuals’ academic 
careers and look forward to 
seeing their impact as they 
advance their professional 
development.”

Katy students awarded National 
Energy Workforce Scholarship

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANGELA VARGAS

Rick (left) and Angela Vargas, shown with daughter Ofelia outside their insurance agency on Third Street in old Katy, have 
launched new rideshare app Wridz to serve the greater Houston and Katy area.
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 
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MILLINGTON, Tenn. 
— Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Juana Londono, from 
Katy, Texas, is one of more 
than 5,000 sailors serving 
aboard the self-contained 
mobile airport, USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt.

Londono graduated 
from Cypress Lakes High 
School in 2018.

The skills and values 
needed to succeed in the 
Navy are similar to those 
found in Katy.

“Growing up was not al-
ways easy for my family and 
I because we went through 
a lot to get to where we are 
now,” said Londono. “Mov-
ing from Florida to Texas 
meant starting from zero, 
which was very challeng-
ing. This move taught me 
that throughout life we will 
all go through many obsta-
cles and get things thrown 
at us, but it will all be worth 
it in the end. This mindset 
has helped me succeed in 
the Navy.”

Londono joined the 
Navy nearly five years ago. 
Today, Londono serves as 
a culinary specialist.

Katy resident serves aboard 
U.S. Navy floating airport

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Petty Officer 3rd Class Juana Londono

Katy Responds announces new 
member of board of directors
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Katy Responds announced the 
addition of the Rev. Blaise Polk Sr. to its 
board of directors on May 30. 

Polk, originally from New 
Orleans, LA, has served as 
a pastor for over forty years, 
beginning with a small 
storefront church that grew 
rapidly, necessitating moves to 
larger facilities, including the 
renovation of former industri-
al buildings into a multifunc-
tional church complex serving 
the community.

Following Hurricane Katrina, Pastor 
Polk relocated to Texas, where he es-
tablished Greater Power Baptist Church 
in Pleak, TX. In 2013, he founded Dove 
Nest Ministries in Rosenberg, focusing 

on community outreach, extending 
their mission internationally to support 
pastors in Pakistan.

Katy Responds began operations in 
2018 following Hurricane 
Harvey and the goal is to 
repair homes and restore 
hope in the community 
for those who are often 
considered most vulnerable.  
The nonprofit organization 
has restored homes for 
almost 200 families in the 
Katy and surrounding 
area and looks forward to 
continuing to assist those 

who are suffering in the community, 
said a representative.  

For more information, please visit 
katyresponds.org  or call 281-305-8545 
or email. info@katyresponds.org.

REV. BLAISE
POLK SR.

ROYAL ISD BAND TRAVELS TO FLORIDA
Royal ISD’s Royal Marching Sound Machine made its inaugural Disney 
and Universal Studios trip in June.  “Our students had the opportunity 
to spend two exciting days at Universal Studios, where they even had 
the chance to record in the iconic studios,” said a spokesperson for 
the district. “Additionally, [they] enjoyed two magical days at Disney, 
exploring the wonders of Animal Kingdom and Hollywood Studios. 
For many of our students, this trip marked their first time traveling 
outside of Texas, and it was truly heartwarming to witness them 
experience new and exciting things. We are immensely grateful to 
the school board members for approving this trip, the administration 
for their unwavering support, and all the parents and staff who 
helped us raise funds to make this dream a reality.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROYAL ISD
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Order online and SAVE 15%!

1235 S. Mason Road, Katy
713-974-0795

Breakfast

Fresh Seafood

Delicious Mexican Food

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Royal Marching Sound Machine 
Band has been honored with prestigious 
recognition as one of the top 10 High School 
Show Bands in the state of Texas by Texas 
Football Life. “This accolade is a testament 
to the band's exceptional talent, dedication, 
and commitment to musical excellence,” 
said band director Gary S. Miller Jr.

Despite being a show band, the Roy-
al Marching Sound Machine Band has 
achieved remarkable success by receiving 
Superior Ratings for the last four years 
straight. “This outstanding accomplishment 
dispels the common misconception that 
show bands can't have fun and still achieve 
sweepstakes in UIL competitions,” Miller 

said. "You can call us the best from I-10 West 
or the beast from I-10 East. But one thing is 
for sure, when you see the Royal Marching 
Sound Machine Band from Falcon Land, 
prepare to be thoroughly entertained!"

The Royal Marching Sound Machine 
Band has captivated audiences with their 
electrifying performances, innovative chore-
ography, and musical precision. 

Under Miller’s guidance, the band has 
consistently pushed the boundaries of tradi-
tional marching band performances, show-
casing their creativity and passion for music. 
“Their dedication to their craft has not gone 
unnoticed, and this recognition by Texas 
Football Life further solidifies their status as 
one of the top high school show bands in the 
Lone Star State,” said Miller.

Royal Marching Sound Machine Band 
named a Top 10 high school band in Texas 

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Texas Education 
Agency has announced 
that all Harmony Public 
Schools teachers will be 
eligible for up to $32,000 in 
additional compensation 
in 2024-25 after designating 
all seven Harmony regional 
districts as Teacher Incen-
tive Allotment (TIA) des-
ignees, the charter school 
system said in a June 12 
press release.

A catalyst for helping 
high-quality teachers 
remain in the classroom, 
TIA was created during 
the 86th Texas Legislature 
in 2019 in order to reward 
and retain highly-qualified 
teachers. A recent TEA 
study conducted during 
the 2023-24 school year 
showed that designated 
teacher retention exceed-
ed the statewide teacher 
retention rate by eight 
percentage points. About 
25,000 educators state-
wide received the award in 
2023-24. More than 1,000 
Harmony teachers received 
a TIA bonus that year. Of 
those Harmony teachers, 
more than 100 received 
$15,000 or more. More 
than 30 teachers received 
$20,000 or more.

Harmony also recently 
approved a new sign-on 
bonus for teachers who 
received TIA bonuses 
elsewhere, but are now 
looking for new career 
opportunities. Harmony 
will pay new teachers who 
were previously designated 

as TIA recipients elsewhere 
up to $10,000 as a one-time 
bonus for joining Harmo-
ny.

School systems partic-
ipating in TIA determine 
teacher designations 
using data from classroom 
observations and student 
growth outcomes. Desig-
nated teachers who remain 
in classroom teaching 
positions generate annual 
funding for teacher com-
pensation. 

Harmony Public 
Schools is a Texas-born, 
Texas-wide public charter 
school system with cam-
puses serving PreK-Grade 
12 students in 23 cities 
across the state, including 

Greater Houston, DFW, 
San Antonio, Austin, El 
Paso, Waco, Lubbock,Mid-
land- Odessa, Bryan, Beau-
mont, and the Rio Grande 
Valley. Harmony’s curric-
ulum places a heavy focus 
on STEM skills, Character 
Education, project-based 
learning, and college 
readiness. 

Harmony Public 
Schools is currently ac-
cepting applications for 
the 2024-2025 school year 
for both students and team 
members.

To learn more about 
Harmony Public Schools 
campuses across Texas, 
please visit: www.harmo-
nytx.org.

Harmony Public Schools teachers 
eligible for $32,000 TIA bonuses
Harmony also 
announces new 
sign-on bonus for 
TIA teachers joining 
from other districts

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Sixty-one Katy ISD secondary students 
have advanced to the national Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards competition — the na-
tion’s longest running and most prestigious 
recognitions program for creative teens, the 
district said in a June 6 press release.

These students earned 70 Gold Keys at 
the regional competition, with six students 
receiving Gold Key medals for multiple 
creative pieces.

“It is a testament to our fine arts program 
that these students are being considered for 
national honors in such a prestigious com-
petition,” said G. Damon Archer, Executive 
Director of Fine Arts. “Our students’ natural 

talent is nurtured by passionate educators 
and this is just one example of much-de-
served recognition.”

Each year, the Harris County Department 
of Education, which hosts the regional com-
petition, welcomes art submissions in the fol-
lowing categories: architecture and industrial 
design; ceramics and glass; comic art; design; 
digital art; drawing and illustration; editorial 
cartoon; expanded projects; fashion; film and 
animation; jewelry; mixed media; painting; 
photography; printmaking; and sculpture. 
The competition also recognizes writing 
submissions in critical essay; dramatic script; 
flash fiction; journalism; humor; novel 
writing; personal essay and memoir; poetry; 
science fiction and fantasy; and short story.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATY ISD

Katy ISD students advance  
to National Arts Competition

Name School  Category Name of Artwork
Asher Blut Adams Junior High Poetry Helping myself
Markus Brikho Adams Junior High Critical Essay Mars Exploration
Mason Krueger Adams Junior High Personal Essay & Memoir To Live Is To Hurt
Saakshi Kumar Adams Junior High Poetry Under the Stars
Micah Obonyano Adams Junior High Poetry The World WE Live in
Dishita Patil Adams Junior High Science Fiction Awakening of the Heir
Gina Shim Adams Junior High Science Fiction Is This Me?
Faizaan Syed Adams Junior High Short Story Ambrosial Alchemy
Arjun Yerreddu Adams Junior High Short Story WHODUNNIT
Matthew Wei Beck Junior High Short Story Echos in Reverse
Brenda Guzman Quesada Haskett Junior High Drawing & Illustration Stroke of Midnight
Kristina Tymianski McMeans Junior High Drawing & Illustration Joy with the Doctor
Aanisah Chiedozie Morton Ranch Jr. High Poetry Fate Is Not Chosen
Tianqi Hu Tays Junior High Drawing & Illustration My little turtle
Anna Perry Tays Junior High Critical Essay AI: The Future of Education
Antonio Ygnacio Tays Junior High Drawing & Illustration Boys Best Friend
Nevaeh Gregory Cinco Ranch High School Painting Vivid
Dang Gia Vien Nguyen Cinco Ranch High School Painting Winter’s Craving
Michelle Lee Cinco Ranch High School Drawing & Illustration Game Over
Sofia Prada Cinco Ranch High School Personal Essay & Memoir Let It Go
Mariya Shpui Cinco Ranch High School Personal Essay & Memoir Well; That’s It
Rachel Yun Cinco Ranch High School Personal Essay & Memoir If I Could Go Back In Time
Moemal Al-Wishah Jordan High School Poetry Silent Desolation
Manahil Ali Jordan High School Drawing & Illustration Tribal Threads
Manahil Ali Jordan High School Photography Eureka!
Reese Banister Jordan High School Poetry my home; it’s shared rooms.
Valeria Dumitrascu Jordan High School Painting Generations Connected
Valeria Dumitrascu Jordan High School Painting Cradle
Valeria Dumitrascu Jordan High School Drawing & Illustration The Domino Effect
Valeria Dumitrascu Jordan High School Painting Out of Reach
Zoe Guthrie Jordan High School Sculpture Is this better than before?
Arianna Hodge Jordan High School Poetry Fields of Awe
Charlotte Holmes Jordan High School Poetry See You Later
Jocelyn Johnson Jordan High School Poetry My Wheelchair
Krishi Kanani Jordan High School Mixed Media Patched Back Together
Addison McCurdy Jordan High School Drawing & Illustration Pocrescophobia
Charlotte Primrose Jordan High School Short Story Seasons change and skin age
Surya Reddy Jordan High School Critical Essay Premedical Weed-Out   
    Courses: An Impact Analysis
Alejandra Rincon Jordan High School Drawing & Illustration Deconstructed
Amanda Stone Jordan High School Drawing & Illustration To a Flame
Antara Varma Jordan High School Poetry A Eulogy: Survivor’s Edition
Edlyn Wang Jordan High School Flash Fiction Delusion
Edlyn Wang Jordan High School Short Story Mudlark
Arthur Whittle Jordan High School Photography Unveiling
Catherine Xu Jordan High School Poetry you saw tragedy / in me
Yule Yi Jordan High School Drawing & Illustration Endless Ethereality
Grace Zhang Jordan High School Personal Essay & Memoir A Progression on Grief
Kailee Talton Katy High School Drawing & Illustration Black Boy Blues
Kailee Talton Katy High School Drawing & Illustration The Weight Of Expectations
Kailee Talton Katy High School Drawing & Illustration When The Leaves Blow
Muhammad Rayyan Faisal Mayde Creek High School Photography Namaste
Aerial Chen Seven Lakes High School Film & Animation Eyes of the Artist
Simar Kalra Seven Lakes High School Painting Through The Flame 
    of Self-Reflection
Sahara Karmaker Seven Lakes High School Film & Animation Misfits’ Casino
Melissa Matuk Seven Lakes High School Painting Iris
Natalie Reese Seven Lakes High School Mixed Media Charleston Weaver
Chanwoo Sinn Seven Lakes High School Drawing & Illustration The Industrial Woman
Holden Smith Seven Lakes High School Drawing & Illustration Game face
Dennis Wei Seven Lakes High School Drawing & Illustration Mundane Mornings
Ashley Yang Seven Lakes High School Mixed Media Spring Cleaning
Ziyun Yu Seven Lakes High School Photography Dinner
Deborah Chung Taylor High School Poetry how (not) to hide the fact that  
   you’re depressed
Sophia Tang Taylor High School Poetry The Mind-Sea
Lincoln Brunnert Tompkins High School Drawing & Illustration Dream Land
Haofei Deng Tompkins High School Digital Art The Room Book Cover Concept
Haofei Deng                          Tompkins High School Photography Luminosity
Grace Ding Tompkins High School Poetry dead dove
Grace Ding Tompkins High School Poetry NOT A POEM
Brianna Lin Tompkins High School Comic Art A Thoughtless Struggle
Ankitaa Sampath Tompkins High School Drawing & Illustration Jigsaw of Memories

 

STUDENTS ADVANCING TO NATIONALS
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One does not have to be a rock-
et scientist to coach football, but 
it certainly helps. At least it does 
according to Yusef Johnson, who is 
a flight design engineer for NASA 
and a high school football coach.

This spring, Johnson participat-
ed in an internship program with 
the Houston Roughnecks of the 
United Football League. He got to 
be on the sidelines helping coach 
the defense at all five home games 
for the Roughnecks through a part-
nership between the UFL, Under 
Armour, and the National Coali-
tion of Minority Football Coaches 
(NCMFC).

“I’m very thankful to be able to 
take advantage of this opportuni-
ty,” Johnson said.

With the Roughnecks, Johnson 
spent two days a week with the 
team. He was part of the game 
planning and preparation the day 
before a game and then helped 
coach the outside linebackers 
during the games.

“I called personnel packages for 

the defensive coordinator,” he said. 
“It’s my job to signal it in.”

In addition to doing some 
coaching, he is also responsible 
for making sure the other coaches 
have their iPads and other tools 
to do their jobs. Johnson said the 

shadow program taught him a lot.
“It’s gonna really help us in the 

fall,” he said.
Roughnecks head coach C.J. 

Johnson was pleased with the job 
Johnson did.

“Yusef did a great job,” he said. 

“He worked mainly on the defen-
sive side of the ball; very smart guy. 
He surpassed his obligations and 
was a true help to our staff.”

Yusef Johnson is a linebackers 
coach at Lutheran South Academy 
in Houston. His day job, however, 
is as a rocket scientist for NASA. 
Having earned his bachelor’s 
degree in aerospace engineering 
from Tuskegee University and his 
master’s degree in space systems 
management from the Florida 
Institute of Technology, he is 
currently employed as the lead 
mission planner for Artemis IV. 
That mission will deliver the I-HAB 
module to the Lunar Gateway, as 
well as land humans on the moon.

“When I was a boy, I dreamed 
of being an astronaut,” he said.

Since he was not selected into 
the astronaut program, Johnson 
said the next best thing was to help 
the astronauts get into space. He 
has been with NASA for 27 years, 
the first 14 as a flight controller 
during the space shuttle program. 
He was laid off when the shuttle 
program ended and he spent a 
year working with the Navy before 

returning to NASA.
In his evenings off from NASA 

Johnson has followed his other 
dream of being a football coach. 
It’s a balancing act of his time ev-
ery fall, but a skill he has mastered.

“Both NASA and Lutheran 
South have been very generous 
and flexible with my schedule,” he 
said.

He has had to miss a couple 
games over the years because of 
launches, but his NASA bosses and 
colleagues are supportive of his 
coaching career and fill in for him 
when they can.

“People here love football,” he 
said.

He said there are aspects of 
coaching that help him become 
better at his job with NASA and 
vice versa. 

“In football, you can be down, 
you can play hurt, and you learn 
to fight through adversity,” he said 
in a published interview. “Some-
times, fighting through engi-
neering problems can be tough 
to solve, but you learn how to 

NASA flight engineer interns as Roughnecks assistant coach

PHOTO BY MARIA LYSAKER/UFL/GETTY IMAGES

Yusef Johnson a member of the coaching staff of the Houston Roughnecks looks on during the first 
half against the Michigan Panthers at Rice Stadium on May 26, 2024 in Houston, Texas. 

See NASA, page B5

Cinco Ranch, 
Tompkins, Royal 
heading to state 
7-on-7 tournament
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Two Katy ISD teams and Brookshire Royal qualified 
for this week’s state 7-on-7 tournament, making it to 
the biggest level of 7-on-7 play for Texas High School 
Football.

Cinco Ranch and Tompkins both qualified early in 
the process and used the rest of qualifying to improve, 
with both having strong performances throughout. 
Royal qualified during one of the last tournaments of 
the season with a strong showing at the Hardin-Jeffer-
son State Qualifying Tournament. 

128 teams from across the state of Texas will make 
their way to College Station this weekend to compete 
in the tournament, which runs Thursday through 
Saturday. 

Thursday 
DIVISION II POOL PLAY

• Royal vs. La Grange, 1:45 p.m.
• Royal vs. Alvarado, 3:15 p.m.
• Royal vs. Austin LBJ, 4:45 p.m.

Friday
DIVISION II CHAMPIONSHIP BRACKET

• Royal vs. TBD, 8 a.m.

DIVISION I POOL PLAY

• Cinco Ranch vs. Anna, 1 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Lake Travis, 1 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch vs. Corpus Christi Miller, 
   2:30 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. El Paso Eastlake, 2:30 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch vs. Lewisville, 4 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Desoto, 4 p.m.

Saturday
DIVISION I

• Cinco Ranch and Tompkins will play 
   at 8 or 8:45 a.m.

TYLER TYRE 

Wyatt Young makes a throw during a state 7-on-7 game between Tompkins and 
DeSoto at Veterans Memorial Park in College Station last year.

7  ON 7
SCHEDULE

See FOOTBALL, page B3

Seven Lakes' Aidan Morrison caps high school career with  
second straight Texas Gatorade Player of the Year Award

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

For the second straight 
year, Aidan Morrison is taking 
home one of the most presti-
gious honors in state soccer, 
being honored as the Texas 
Gatorade Boys Soccer Player of 
the year.

The Seven Lakes graduate 
had already claimed almost 
every award he could this year, 
winning a state championship, 
being named the state title 
game MVP, claiming District 
19-6A MVP honors for the 
second straight year and being 
named all state, but he added 
his biggest award last by being 
named the Texas Gatorade 
Player of the Year for the sec-
ond straight season. 

Ending on a high note

See MORRISON, page B3

PHOTO BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Flower Mound midfielder Luis García (25) makes a tackle on Seven Lakes defender Aidan Morrison (10) 
during the Class 6A boys state soccer championship between Seven Lakes and Flower Mound on April 
13, 2024 in Georgetown. 

Aidan Morrison takes 
a penalty kick during 
Friday's Class 6A Regional 
Quarterfinal game 
between Seven Lakes and 
Cinco Ranch at Legacy 
Stadium. 

PHOTO BY DOMENIC GREY |  
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 
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Your Productivity is Your Business.  Your Convenience is Ours.

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

ApexExecutiveSuites.com  •  281-363-1336

 Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
 Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
 Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307 ApexExecutiveSuites

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for 
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their 
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers 
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote 
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
• Staffed Reception Area
• Copy / Scan / Fax Access
• High Speed Internet
• Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

• Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
   Drinks
• Conference Rooms & Day Office
   Rental

• Go to KatyTimes.com and click the SUBSCRIBE button in the
   top-right corner
OR
• Call 281-391-3141
OR
• Mail your name, address and payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678,
   Katy, Tx 77492-0678

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR JUST $35.00 per YEAR!

Connect
More With
Community…
SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

Stay engaged, informed and active with a
subscription to your community newspaper! 

Name  School  Sport  University
Jayden Bratton Cinco Ranch Track & Field Xavier University in Louisiana
Kayla Byrd Cinco Ranch Track & Field University of Houston
Jackson Herman Cinco Ranch Wrestling University of Illinois
Kevin Bello Cinco Ranch Track & Field University of Arkansas
Valentina Garcia-Lara Jordan  Swimming University of St. Thomas
Trace Lucio Jordan  Swimming La Salle
MJ Leviaguirre Jordan  Diving  Marshall University
Jebb Stone Jordan  Wrestling Arizona Christian University
Diego Carrasco Katy  Boys Soccer Oklahoma Christian University
Tarcy Mayah Katy  Volleyball Chicago State
Peyton Patterson Katy  Golf  Oklahoma Christian University
Emilio Camacho-Wiley Mayde Creek Boys Soccer Wiley College
Santos Vega Mayde Creek Cross Country UNT Dallas
Cash Taylor Mayde Creek Cross Country University of Alaska Anchorage
Jayden Jones Morton Ranch Basketball Iowa Lakes College
Kelvin Malone Jr. Morton Ranch Baseball  Hesston College
Aden Mazyck Morton Ranch Track & Field University of St. Thomas
Hollie Sylve Morton Ranch Basketball Hill College
Yvann Agah Paetow  Track & Field Our Lady of the Lake University
Maddox Prentice Paetow  Baseball  Austin College
Charles Radley Paetow  Baseball  Prairie View A&M
Caden Segura Paetow  Baseball  York University
Ariel Haygood Paetow  Cross Country Northern Arizona University
Ben Aviles Vera Seven Lakes Boys Soccer Sul Ross State University
Jesus Duque Smith Seven Lakes Boys Soccer Sul Ross State University
Daniel Ejerenwa Seven Lakes Boys Soccer Houston Christian University
Diego Flamenco Seven Lakes Boys Soccer University of Texas at Dallas
Lauren Hart Seven Lakes Girls Soccer University of Texas at Dallas
Satin Haynes Seven Lakes Football  Grandview Iowa University
Aaron Kupoluyi Seven Lakes Football  Massachusetts Maritime Academy
Donye Lake Seven Lakes Track & Field Huston Tillotson University
Fernando Lazo Seven Lakes Boys Soccer University of St. Thomas
Kimora Lopez Seven Lakes Girls Basketball Morgan State University
Yeislin Mendez Seven Lakes Swimming University of St. Thomas
Aidan Morrison Seven Lakes Boys Soccer Liberty University
Sean Carlos Rivera Seven Lakes Boys Soccer Sul Ross State University
Heather Thayer Seven Lakes Track & Field Brigham Young University
Stephanie Williams Seven Lakes Track & Field Texas State University
Zaniya Duffie Taylor  Track & Field Our Lady of the Lake University
Christian Jaquay Taylor  Baseball  Brookhaven College
Nate Larsen Taylor  Baseball  Minot State University
Chase Marshall Taylor  Baseball  Brookhaven College
Eva Ngom Taylor  Track & Field University of New Mexico
Connor Page Taylor  Baseball  McPherson College
Jabari Parker Taylor  Basketball Hardin Simmons University
Dylan Weaver Taylor  Baseball  Brookhaven College
Colton Collins Tompkins Basketball Concordia University
Jordan Musselman Tompkins Swimming Utah Tech University
Ryan Pacious Tompkins Boys Soccer Thiel College
Patricio Perezpeubla Tompkins Swimming King University
Ryan Sharma Tompkins Boys Soccer Quincy University
David Vasquez Tompkins Football  SAGU

52 Katy ISD student athletes sign national letters of intent
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

 Katy ISD) had 52 student-athletes 
who have signed their national let-
ters of intent in the school district’s 
final signing ceremony of the school 
year this May. Committing to further 
their athletic careers at the collegiate 
level, these students from Katy ISD’s 
nine high schools have worked to 
reach these heights and were able to 
celebrate in a final ceremony before 
beginning their next journey. 

"In witnessing remarkable 
achievements of these student-ath-
letes, we are reminded that greatness 
is not merely achieved, but forged 
through perseverance, passion, 
and commitment. Their journey 
embodies the spirit of excellence we 
cultivate within Katy ISD, and we 
take immense pride in celebrating 
their successes,” said Lance Carter, 
Executive Director of Athletics. “As 
they embark on this new chapter, we 
extend our heartfelt congratulations 
and best wishes, knowing that they 
will continue to inspire and uplift 
those around them with their talents 
and tenacity.”

STUDENTS SIGNING LETTERS OF INTENT

Jordan student-athletes pose for photos after signing their national letters of 
intent on national signing day.

Katy student-athletes pose for photos after signing their national letters of intent on national signing day.
Taylor student-athletes pose for photos after signing their national letters 
of intent on national signing day.

Seven Lakes student-athletes pose for photos after signing their national 
letters of intent on national signing day.

PHOTOS COURTESY KATY ISD

Paetow student-athletes pose for photos after signing their national letters of 
intent on national signing day.

Paetow student-athletes pose for photos 
after signing their national letters of intent 
on national signing day.

Paetow student-athletes pose for photos after signing their national 
letters of intent on national signing day.

Morton Ranch student-athletes pose for photos after 
signing their national letters of intent on national 
signing day.

Tompkins student-athletes pose for photos after signing their 
national letters of intent on national signing day.

Mayde Creek student-athletes pose for photos after 
signing their national letters of intent on national 
signing day.

Mayde Creek student-athletes pose for 
photos after signing their national letters of 
intent on national signing day.
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Don’t miss our BEST-READ section of the year!Don’t miss our BEST-READ section of the year!

DEADLINE FOR SPACE:  Friday, August 2 or when all positions are sold
DEADLINE FOR ARTWORK:  Friday, August 9

  COMING

AUGUST 29th!

Is there anything more exciting than FOOTBALL in KATY, TEXAS?
Join us as we take a look at the upcoming high school football season for Katy ISD – including a preview of the new 
Freeman High School program. See highlights from Royal ISD as well as from local private schools. In the special 
section we’ll take a look at the exciting new players for each team – whether it’s from Katy, Cinco Ranch, Seven Lakes, 
Taylor, Tompkins, Morton Ranch, Mayde Creek, Paetow, Jordan, Freeman or Royal high schools. We’ll also talk about 
who’s coming back, what the coaches’ goals are for the season and how they are working to maintain or improve their 
programs. It’s going to be an exciting fall season in 2024 and your ad in the Katy Times can help us support local athletes 
as they work hard to make our communities proud. 
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YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 8/25/2024.

Royal will compete in Division 
II of the tournament, which runs 
Thursday and Friday. The Falcons 
were placed in Pool B of Division II 
with Alvarado, Austin LBJ, and La 
Grange. 

Royal will play La Grange in the 
team’s opener at 1:45 on Thursday 
before playing Alvarado at 3:15 and 
Austin LBJ at 4:45.

In Division II, all teams advance 
to the Championship Bracket on 
Friday. Royal will play in the single 
elimination round on Friday and 
be seeded based on their perfor-
mance on Thursday. 

Cinco Ranch and Tompkins 
both will compete in Division I as 
6A schools. 

Cinco Ranch will be in Pool D 
for the pool round of the tourna-
ment, along with Anna, Lewisville 
and Corpus Christi Miller. The 
Cougars will start Friday by playing 
Anna at 1 p.m. before playing 
Miller at 2:30 p.m. and Lewisville 
at 4 p.m.

Tompkins was placed in Pool 
F, which is arguably the strongest 
and most talked about group in 
the entire state tournament along 
with DeSoto, El Paso Eastlake and 
Lake Travis. The Falcons will start 
pool play against Lake Travis at 1 
p.m. before playing Eastlake at 2:30 
p.m. and finishing the day against 
Desoto at 4 p.m.

In Division I not all teams 
advance to the Championship 
Bracket. The two teams who finish 
highest in pool play advance to 
the Championship Bracket at 8:45 
a.m. Saturday, while the lower two 
teams advance to the consolation 
bracket, which starts at 8 a.m. 

Saturday. 
Tompkins is making a state 

appearance for the second straight 
year and it will be the Falcons 
fourth overall state appearance. 
The Falcons made it to state in 
2018, 2021 and 2023. Last year, the 
Falcons made it to the champion-
ship bracket, but fell to DeSoto in 

the first round of championship 
play, giving the Falcons a chance at 
revenge in pool play on Friday.

Cinco Ranch is back in the 
state tournament after a one year 
absence and the 17th overall. In 
2022, the Cougars ended up in the 
consolation bracket but went on a 
huge run, reaching the final of the 

consolation bracket before falling 
to Frisco Wakeland. 

This is Royal’s first ever state 
appearance and the Falcons will 
try to make a mark in a group that 
includes Alvarado, a team that 
made a lot of noise heading into 
the tournament. 

There is no entry fee for spec-

tators. Spectators are encouraged 
to bring their own chairs, water, 
umbrellas and sunscreen to help 
beat the heat. 

Tompkins has strong final tune 
up, Jordan unable to qualify for 
state 7-on-7

Tompkins had a strong final 
week of preparation for the state 
7-on-7 tournament, competing at 
the Ridge Point State Qualifying 
Tournament and going undefeated 
for the third straight week. 

The Falcons, who already 
qualified for the state tournament, 
continued to get strong practice 
with tournaments and went 
3-0 during pool play during 
the tournament to top Pool B. 
Tompkins started the day with a 
27-6 win over Bryan Rudder before 
beating Tompkins 33-6 and also 
beating Elkins to close out the day. 
The Falcons did not advance to the 
state qualifying round since they 
had already secured their spot at 
the tournament. 

Jordan also competed at the 
Ridge Point State Qualifying 
Tournament and for the second 
straight week came up just short of 
qualifying for state. 

The Warriors started the 
tournament hot in Pool D. Jordan 
opened the day with a 26-14 win 
over Lamar and continued strong 
with a 19-6 win over College Sta-
tion, but Jordan was unable to ad-
vance to the state qualifying round 
after a close 13-12 loss to Pearland 
Dawson. Dawson went on to lose 
21-20 to Shadow Creek in the state 
qualifying round. Ridge Point took 
the other state qualifying spot at 
the tournament. 

“Aidan Morrison is just a 
special player,” said Dripping 
Springs head coach Josh Hill. “He 
controlled the game as a holding 
midfielder both offensively and 
defensively in the state title game 
against us. You don’t always see 
both of those qualities, but that 
kid does both.”

Morrison, who was named the 
Gatorade Player of the Year last 
year as well, led Seven Lakes on an 
astounding run this season. The 
Spartans had a record of 28-1-1 
and went on to win the Class 6A 
State title for the second straight 
season, also winning district for 
the school’s fifth straight district 
title. Morrison scored 16 goals and 
added 20 assists on the season 
and he scored the Spartans' most 
important goal of the year in the 
state title game, burying a free kick 
from 30-yards out with just three 
minutes remaining in extra time 
to give Seven Lakes a 2-1 win over 
Flower Mound.

Morrison is a member of Seven 
Lakes’ Student Athletic Leadership 
Team. He has volunteered locally 
at a Vacation Bible School and 
he has donated his time as a 
tutor to special needs students. 
Morrison graduated with a 3.69 
GPA. Recent Gatorade Texas 
Boys Soccer Players of the Year 
include Brennan Bezdek (2021-
22, Wakeland High School), Bryce 
Boneau (2020-21, Keller High 
School) and Mayno Linares (2019-
20, Elsik High School).

The Gatorade Player of the Year 
program annually recognizes one 
winner in the District of Colum-
bia and each of the 50 states that 
sanction high school football, girls 
volleyball, boys and girls cross 
country, boys and girls basketball, 

boys and girls soccer, baseball, 
softball, and boys and girls track 
& field, and awards one National 
Player of the Year in each sport. 
The selection process is admin-
istered by the Gatorade Player of 
the Year Selection Committee, 
which leverages experts including 
coaches, scouts, media and others 
as sources to help evaluate and 

determine the state winners in 
each sport.

“Aidan deserves all of it more 
than anyone,” said Seven Lakes 
head coach Jimmy Krueger after 
the team's state title win. “For the 
rest of my career I will be asking, 
‘who is my next Aidan Morrison.’ 
He’s by far the best human being 
I’ve coached, he’s a better hu-

man than player and that’s hard 
because he’s a really good player. 
His legacy is what I hope drives our 
next generation of players.”

Morrison will continue his 
athletic and academic career 
at Liberty University, where he 
signed a National Letter of Intent 
to attend this fall. 

“I would have never imagined 

this is how my high school career 
would go,” Morrison said after the 
state final game. When I stepped 
onto the field my freshman year, 
I didn’t even know what the state 
tournament was. To win the state 
tournament twice, to get the 
accolades that I have gotten and 
this team has gotten has been 
amazing.”

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Duncanville forward Fabricio Martinez (8) and Seven Lakes defender Aidan Morrison (10) leap to head the ball during the Class 6A boys state soccer semifinal between Seven Lakes and Duncanville on April 
12, 2024 in Georgetown. Seven Lakes won 2-0. 

from page B1
MORRISON

Cinco Ranch’s Fischer Reed tries to haul 
in a catch during a game against Harker 
Heights at Veterans Memorial Park in 
College Station two years ago.

TYLER TYRE

from page B1
FOOTBALL
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Harris and Fort Bend counties bo hth

extended their relevant mask orders for 
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to their establishments wear face masks
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virus which causes COVID-19 , among
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!
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Wanted
Spray Technician

Valid Driver’s 
License Required

Monday thru 
Friday

For more
information 

call GreenScape 
Associates

281 341 9975

WANTED
Landscape Irrigation 

Technician 
Monday thru Friday

License preferred but
not required

Must have Driver’s
License

Contact GreenScape
Associates

Phone: 281 341 9975
Email:

hbronsell@greenscapeassociates.com

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a
New Mixed Beverage Permit 
by Scholars and Scoundrels
Elyson LLC dba Scholars
and Scoundrels Bar And 
Grill, to be located at
25140 Kingsland BLVD
Suite 1000, Katy, Fort Bend 
County, Texas. Officer of said
corporation is Anthony
Petronella.

June 20
Puzzle Answers

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION BY

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT TO 
REVISE A SUBDIVISION PLAT 

FILED FOR RECORD WITH THE 
COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION:  Winning Construction, LLC, by and 
through Trang Nguyen, sole manager, are requesting to be 
allowed to revise Lots 8 and 9, of BLINKA ESTATES.  The 
revision will divide those two lots, Lots 8 and 9, into three 
separate lots. These newly configured lots would consist of 
3 residential lots. BLINKA ESTATES is situated in the Justo 
Liendo Survey, Abstract 41, Waller County, Texas recorded 
in Volume 413, Page 786, in the Real Property Records of 
Waller County, Texas.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the
applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during 
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court at 9:00 o’clock 
a.m. on July 10, 2024, at the Joe Kuciemba Annex, 425 FM 
1488, Hempstead, Texas, 77445.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to satisfy
landlord’s lien.

Sale to be held ONLINE at storagetreasures.com

The facility is BEAR CREEK MINI STORAGE 17730
Kieth Harrow Blvd, Houston, TX 77084. Bidding will open 
at 10:00 am on June 24, 2024, and end at 12:00 pm on July 
1, 2024. Cleanup and removal deposit will be required. The 
seller reserves the right to withdraw the property at any 
time before the sale ends. Unit items are sold as-is to the 
highest bidder for cash. The property includes contents of 
space of the following tenants: 
Gustavo Matta, Patrice Jackson, Ana Salas, Lisandra
Fuentes, Amy Schnettler

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a
Package Store (P) by Jay Umiya
LLC. dba All Star Liquor, 
to be located at 1450 Grand 
Pkwy, STE L, Katy, Fort Bend, 
TX 77494. Officers of said
corporation are Kapil Patel - 
President, Pareshkumar Patel 
- Vice President, and Pragnesh 
Patel - Director.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Harris County Municipal Utility District
No. 165, will be electronically received, until 2:00 p.m. Local Time, Wednesday,
July 24, 2024, and then publicly opened and read at the office of SWA Group
Landscape Architects, 712 Main St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 for
Construction of “Avalon at Cypress Section 7 & 8 Landscape” for Harris County 
Municipal Utility District 165, Harris County, Texas”

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: concrete trails, sprinkler 
irrigation, grading, planting, grassing, and landscape maintenance.

In addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the address above, you may view 
the public opening of sealed Bids via Zoom. To join via Zoom call Telephone 
Number 888-475-4499, Meeting ID: 933 8590 1573 and use Passcode: 803740 or

https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/93385901573?pwd=N7lfb0RK5rtGTlrzQI7RZfO
832Goqw.1

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. A NON-MANDATORY 
pre-bid conference will be held by teleconference on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, at 
10:00 a.m. Local Time. To join call Telephone Number 888-475-4499, Meeting 
ID: 916 5742 4854 and use Passcode: 353403 or 

https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/91657424854?pwd=wfsmDha7OVpIBHWNAb
V8L3q05ad8gK.1

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check, 
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total 
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract 
and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the required insurance 
certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received 
by the Contractor.  If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful
bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original certified or cashier’s 
check within one (1) business day of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com: search SWA project name. Bidders must register on this 
website in order to view and/or download specifications, plans, and associated 
documents for this Project. There is NO charge to view or download documents.

Bidder submitting electronic Bids through Civcast must submit its Bid and 
Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting Section 49.2731
Electronic Bidding Rules and all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be
submitted through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on this website 
to submit a Bid and Bid Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid 
Securities on this website.

By submitting a Bid, Bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract
Documents may be accepted, executed, or agreed to using an Electronic
Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature 
Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects 
and irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid.  
The Successful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most 
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply 
to this Bid and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated if 
the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a requirement 
of that subchapter.

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of 
TEVIS DIGGS A/K/A TEVIS DENICE KELLY 

A/K/A TEVIS BROWN VICKS KELLY is
requested to contact Attorney

Raushanah S. Hunter in reference to a 
pending legal matter at (225) 356-5252.

LEDGE LOUNG-
ER, INC. seeks 
a Manufactur-
ing Engineering 
Lead to work in 
Katy, Texas to 
provide technical 
leadership to the 
Design-To-Man-
ufacturing (D2M) 
& Manufactur-
ing Engineering 
Group to support 
Ledge Lounger’s 
Manufactur ing, 
Production, and 
Product Design 
for its outdoor 
and in-pool furni-
ture. Apply online 
at: https://ledge 
l o u n g e r s . c o m /
pages / ca ree rs 
Please list requi-
sition #2458390 
on resume and 
cover letter.

850
HELP WANTED

INVITATION TO BIDDERS 
Bids for Synova Ph. 1 Bid Package 2 will be received
digitally through CivCast until 2:00 p.m. Thursday, July 18,
2024, at which time the bid summary will be posted to
CivCast for the furnishing of material, equipment,
labor and supervision necessary or incidental to the
Construction of Synova Ph.1 Bid Package 2. Proposals
tendered after closing will not be opened. Scope of
Project: 1. Concrete Flatwork, 2. Landscaping, 3. Irrigation,
4. Minor Site Grading and Preparation, 5. SWPPP
coordination & removal. Bid documents in digital
format will be available through CivCast. A MANDATORY
pre-bid conference will be held on at the offices of
Halff on Thursday, July 11, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. Questions
submitted within 72 hours of bid opening may not be
addressed.  The successful bidder may be required to
provide a performance bond, payment bond, and a
maintenance bond as provided for in the bid documents, 
for the full amount of the contract. The Owner reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids.

Notice of Public Sale
RecNation RV and Boat Storage unit contents are being
sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held at
www.storagetreasures.com from 6/20 12pm to 7/5 12pm. 
Clean up deposit is required. Seller reserves the right to 
withdraw the property at any time before sale. Unit items 
sold to highest bidder. All spaces contain household items 
unless otherwise noted. TXHOU1118103 - West Little 
York Rd, Katy, TX 77449: Jacqueline Breaux.

TexSCAN Week of 
June 23-29, 2024

ACREAGE

Affordable Owner Financed Land. We have some 
of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South Texas, West 
Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

EVENTS

Bluegrass on Ballard –Wylie, TX, Sat. June 29. Arts 
& Crafts, Car Show, Music, Food & Fun in Historic 
Downtown Wylie on Ballard Ave. For more info or to 
pre-register for car show, visit DiscoverWylie.com.

ICA’s 50th Annual Convention & Trade Show, July 
1-3, San Marcos, TX. Cattle producers don’t want to 
miss this! Top industry speakers, BQA certification, 
4-5 CEU credits for pesticide applicator license, live 
cattle handling, 50+ vendors, golf tournament, and 
more. 512-620-0162, ICATexas.com.

ENERGY

Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

LIVESTOCK AND PETS

When veterinary care is unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal healthcare products for 
cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor Supply®. Distributed 
by Nelson Wholesale® (325) 643-3636.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Get your dream bathroom from $99 a month. Limited 
Time Offer. Statewide Remodeling, the trusted name 
in home remodeling for over 30 years. Call Now! 
469-942-0722. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!  

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

CALL NOW

855.965.0841

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 8/25/2024.

HOUSE FOR 
LEASE

Westfield Subdivision 
Katy Area 77449

3B/2B
1,856 sq ft.

Completely Renovated
Pet Friendly

Larger Corner Lot 
Fenced

Covered Patio
$2,388.00 / Monthly
Mark - 713-896-8967
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
BUSINESS SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

FINANCIAL SERVICES

We enable our customers to process credit cards 
anytime, anywhere, at the office or on the go.

Let me help you improve your bottom line!

Trudy King
Global Payments

Trudy@TrudyKing.com
832-724-7440

Named the sales executive with the best 
customer service for the last 10 years.

TAX CONSULTANTS

At Bent Arrow Consulting, we combine our 
deep knowledge of property tax law with a 
personalized approach to each client’s unique 
needs. Our team is committed to delivering:
 • Property Tax Compliance & Filings
 • Negotiations & Tax Appeals
 • Accruals & Budgets
 • Tax Bill Audits
 • Appraisals and Valuations
 • Estate Planning
 • SEC Reserves

Damien Larson
512-797-9785      damien@bentarrow.net

MIX MIX 
SERVICES SERVICES 

All types of construction for you
abprojectusa@gmail.com
www.mix4services.com

346.520.6778  | 949.283.2973

Please contact us if you have $1,000 or more to invest.

Bank-issued, 
FDIC-insured %

APY*

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1916O-A AECSPAD 22257083

A place to help grow your money for a rainy day

1-year 5.3
Finding a great rate on a CD is nice, but to get the most from 
your CDs, you need a strategy. Get in touch to learn more.

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/28/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) 
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability 
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the 
prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. 
Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow 
interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Nathan Saurage, AAMS™, CRPC™
Financial Advisor
5538 South Peek Road
Katy, TX 77450
281-371-0025

persevere, and you find a solution 
to the problem you’re working on.

“As far as similarities, in 
football, you have a lot of people 
from different backgrounds and 
different abilities, and you have 
to get together to achieve a goal. 
That’s no different from what we 
do around here,” he said.

He said the most important 
skill he has developed is time 
management.

“The biggest lesson I’ve 
learned is how efficient people 
have to be with their time,” he 
said.

Not only is time critical in the 
space industry, but it is equally 
vital on the gridiron.

“It’s (UFL) a lot faster than 
you think,” he said. “Television 
doesn’t do it justice … There is 

not a lot that separates these guys 
from the NFL.”

The internship program was 
tested last season with two teams 
in the XFL. It expanded to all 
eight teams this season in the 
UFL, which is a merged league 
combining the XFL and the USFL. 
The leaders in the partnership 
expressed their enthusiasm for 
the program in a press release.

“We are proud to work with 
Under Armour and the NCMFC 
to expand our partnership for the 
2024 season,” said Russ Brandon, 
president and CEO of the UFL. 
“The program is a tremendous 
growth opportunity for these 
coaches, and we are deeply 
committed to creating opportu-
nities and providing unparalleled 
access to professional coaching at 

the highest level.”
Sean Eggert, senior vice 

president of Global Sports 
Marketing at Under Armour, said, 
“Under Armour is passionate 
about creating opportunities 
for minority football coaches of 
all levels to increase minority 
hires year over year, and increase 
engagement with the Coalition, 
ultimately bringing more 
diversity, equity, and inclusion to 
football.

“With the expansion of this 
partnership, we will provide 
NCMFC coaching members in 
each of these markets a platform 
to continue to build on their craft, 
grow personally and professional-
ly, and develop a network so they 
are in the best position to take the 
next step in their careers,” he said.

Mike Locksley, president 
and founder of NCMFC, said he 
was thrilled to participate in the 
program.

“The mission of the National 
Coalition of Minority Football 
Coaches centers around the 
professional development of 
minority football coaches, which 
is why we are excited to expand 
our partnership with Under Ar-
mour and the UFL,” he said. “This 
unique opportunity for a minority 
fellowship with a professional 
UFL team will give our coaches 
the chance to gain invaluable ex-
perience as they seek to advance 
their careers. We know our coach-
es truly appreciate such a rare 
opportunity, which was apparent 
by the vast number of applica-
tions we received.”

from page B1
NASA

PHOTOGRAPHER: ROBERT MARKOWITZ

Official NASA Portrait of Yusef Johnson. Photo Date: 
October 18, 2022. Location: Building 8, Room 183 - 
Photo Studio. 

26 Katy ISD soccer players named All-State
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

A number of Katy ISD players were 
named to both the Texas Association of 
Soccer Coaches Class 6A All-State and 
All-Region team, led by Seven Lakes, 
which sent both their boys and girls 
teams to the state tournament, with the 
boys team winning a state title.

The Spartans boys led the way, 
having four players named to the all-
state team and three named to the first 
team. 

Ben Aviles Vera was named first 
team all state as a goalkeeper, while 
Aidan Morrison took first team all-state 
honors in midfield. Kortay Koc joined 
them as a first team all-state selection 
at forward and Noa Stasic was named 
second team all-state at forward. 

Cinco Ranch’s Noah Machart was 
named honorable mention all-state at 
goalkeeper and Ossian Elgstrom was 
named to the first team at defender. 
Jordan’s Chris Segura was also named 
all-state as a defender to the second 
team, while Tompkins’ Adetola Fasade 
earned honorable mention all-state at 
defender. Jordan’s Marcelo Ojeda was 
named second team all-state in mid-
field and Cinco Ranch’s Andres Riera 
garnered honorable mention all-state 
honors at forward. 

Tompkins’ keeper Alonso Basterra 
earned second team all-region honors, 
Cinco Ranch’s Adrian Correa was a first 
team all-region selection in midfield 
and was joined in midfield by Cesar 

Garcia of Paetow, who was a second 
team selection, Ryan Armijo of Jordan, 
who was a second team selection and 
Tompkins’ Brayden Lehner, who was 
honorable mention all-region. Jordan’s 
Aiden Erol was named first team all 
region at forward and was joined by 
Tompkins’ Roman Ryabchenko who 
was also a first team all-region selec-
tion.

On the girls side, Seven Lakes had 
two girls named all-state to lead the way 
and both were defenders, as Kennedy 
Reed and Olivia Orellana garnered first 
and second team all-state honors re-
spectively. Tompkins’ Rhegan Coombs 
joined them as an all-state selection, 
earning first team honors in midfield.

Jordan's Lilah Katz was named first 
team all-region and was joined by 
Audrina Johnson on defense, as the 
Tompkins sophomore was named hon-
orable mention. Seven Lakes’ Wagoner 
Towsen was named first team all-region 
in midfield along with Jordan’s Ella 
Bizzell and Madison Lambert, who 
both garnered honorable mention 
honors and Tompkins’ Naomi Medeiros 
was named second team all-region at 
forward.

Seven Lakes coaches were also 
rewarded for their efforts this season. 
Seven Lakes boys head coach Jimmy 
Krueger and assistant coach Andrew 
Hackney were named the Region III-6A 
head coach and assistant coach of the 
year while Seven Lakes girls head coach 
Kaitlyn Eidson was named the Region 
III-6A girls coach of the year.

TYLER TYRE

Andres Riera takes a shot during a Region III-6A Semifinal between Cinco Ranch and Kingwood in Deer Park. 

Seven Lakes forward Noa Stasic 
(7) celebrates after scoring a goal 

during the Class 6A boys state soccer 
championship between Seven Lakes 

and Flower Mound on April 13, 2024 in 
Georgetown. 

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Left: Seven Lakes defender Aidan 
Morrison (10) in action during 
the Class 6A boys state soccer 
championship between Seven Lakes 
and Flower Mound on April 13, 2024 
in Georgetown. Below: Seven Lakes 
goalkeeper Ben Aviles Vera (1) during 
the Class 6A boys state semifinal 
soccer game between Seven Lakes 
and Sachse on April 14, 2023 in 
Georgetown. 

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN
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The Katy Times will be closed on

Thursday, July 4, 2024
in observance of Independence Day. 

Have a safe and happy holiday from
The Katy Times staff!

(281) 391-3141 • www.katytimes.com

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

One of the best lineman in college 
football is on the move.

Taylor grad Bryce Foster announced 
his transfer to the University of Kansas on 
Sunday, going to the Jayhawks after three 
years at Texas A&M. 

Foster was one of the best transfers 
available in the nation, ranking in the top 
35 interior lineman transfers of the 2024 
cycle. It is a big loss for Texas A&M, losing 
what was a starting lineman and one of 
the best discus and shot put throwers in 
the SEC.

Foster came to A&M as a four-star re-
cruit and made an immediate impact for 
the Aggies. As a freshman, Foster started 
12 games and earned All-SEC Freshman 
and Freshman All-America honors. His 

second year with the program as cut 
short though as he was injured in the 
fourth game of the season, missing the 
rest of the year. Foster came back strong 
this year and played in all 12 games for 
the Aggies this year, eight of which he 
started and he was a big part of the teams 
success. He started 28 games in total over 
his three years with the Aggies.

Foster joins Lance Leipold’s team 
on the back of a 9-4 season where they 
ranked as high as 16th in the College 
Football Playoff poll. The Jayhawks will 
have big hopes for this year in a season 
where they think they can compete for 
one of the top spots in the Big 12. The 
offensive line was a big need for Kansas 
to fill and they got one of the best to do it 
in Foster, who is expected to slot in as the 
team’s starting center. He will have two 
years of eligibility remaining. 

Taylor grad Foster 
transfers to Kansas

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Texas A&M center Bryce Foster (61) points at a defender before a play during an SEC college football game between 
LSU and Texas A&M on November 25, 2023, in Baton Rouge.  LSU won, 42-30.

Katy team wins Red Bull 
Terminal Takeover event
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

A group of skaters 
representing Katy had a big 
accomplishment, topping 
teams from around the 
world in the Red Bull Ter-
minal Takeover. 

The Terminal Takeover, a 
four-year tradition that Red 
Bull has hosted, brought 
pro and amateur teams 
from around the world that 
represent skate shops from 
their home area together 
to compete at the Louis 
Armstrong International 
Airport terminal.  The facil-
ity in New Orleans, which 
has been abandoned since 
2019, has for the past been 
turned into a dreamland for 
skaters through Red Bull's 
efforts with the terminal 
takeover competition.

Teams were invited to 
the airport in April and 
spent three days making a 
skate edit showcasing their 
best tricks, creativity and 
ability. The best video was 
chosen by the public and 
in the end, team Katy came 
away the winners of the 
event after a great skate edit 
won over voters. Katy won 
the event over teams from 
Nashville TN, Pensacola FL, 
Fairfax FA, Baton Rouge LA, 
Birmingham AL, New Or-
leans LA, Tupelo MS, Katy 
TX, Durham NC, Milwau-
kee WI and Aichi Japan. 

Katy’s team represent-
ed the Brick Skate Shop at 

3616 N. Fry Road in Katy, 
and the team that consist-
ed of Taylor Jett, Anthony 
Negrete, Jason Bastian, 
Geovani Sabillon, Jonathan 
Cosentino, Charlie Frazier, 
Sean Spofford and Jonathan 
Bastian. For everyone there 
it was a special experience.

“I’m from the Philip-
pines, I speak a different 
language, and we have an 
international shop now 
with Japan,” said Margie 
Didal, part of team Japan 
and a newcomer to the 
competition. “We don’t 
speak Japanese, but we can 
communicate through skat-

ing. It’s crazy how skate-
boarding can help people 
communicate.”   

The Red Bull pro skaters 
that attended the event 
rode with the amateur skate 
crews, including Katy’s, 
and competed in “cash for 
tricks” in the unique setting 
of the Louis Armstrong Air-
port. The contests included 
the highest sticker contest, 
the longest rail grind and 
best trick competition off 
an escalator, a consistent 
proving ground each year 
for the new teams that 
reach the finals of the com-
petition. 

PHOTOS COURTESY RED BULL 

Team Katy  poses for team photo at Red Bull Terminal Takeover in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, USA on April 18, 2024.

Above: Crowd of 
attendees watch as 
participants compete 
at Red Bull Terminal 
Takeover in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, 
USA on April 18, 
2024. Left: All 
participants share a 
group photo at Red 
Bull Terminal Takeover 
in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, USA on 
April 18, 2024.

PHOTOS COURTESY RED BULL 
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