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Diaz leaves Katy to become HPD chief
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Katy Police Chief Noe Diaz will be-
come the chief of the Houston Police 
Department on August 14, Houston 
Mayor John Whitmire announced in 
an August 2 press conference.  Diaz 
will now head a department of over 
6000 employees in the nation’s fourth 
largest city.

Katy Mayor William H. “Dusty” 
Thiele said in an August 2 press release 
that Diaz has been a remarkable 
public servant, dedicating his career 
to the safety and well-being of Katy.  
“Throughout his tenure, he has made 
significant improvements to the City 
of Katy Police Department, enhancing 
its efficiency, responsiveness, and 
community engagement,” Thiele said.

“We are immensely proud of his 
accomplishments and confident in the 
continued success of the City of Katy 
Police Department.  The city’s loss is 
undoubtedly the City of Houston’s 
gain and we wish Chief Diaz all the 
best in his new role as the City of 
Houston Police Chief.”

Thiele did not grant additional 
interview and did not share further 

details about the department’s tran-
sition while a search for a new chief 
is underway.  “We are committed to 
finding a new Police Chief who will 
uphold the high standards and values 
that Chief Diaz has installed in our 
police force,” his statement said.

City councilmembers expressed 
NOE 
DIAZSee DIAZ, page A3

Pat Adams, 
KPD’s first 
chief, passes 
away at 90
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Pat Owen Adams passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, July 23, 2024, 
in Katy, the Katy Police Department 
announced on its Facebook page on 
July 31. On July 15, 1967, Adams start-
ed his 28 years with the City of Katy as 
its first Chief of Police.

“Today we celebrate his life as a 
procession will pass through the Katy 
Police Department in honor of his 
service to the City of Katy,” said the 
department in the social media post. 
“Rest in Peace our dear friend!”

According to the obituary posted 
at schmidtfuneralhome.net/obitu-
ary/pat-adams, Adams was born on 
November 20, 1933, in Houston to 
Alton Bee Adams and Lacye Owen.  
He grew up in Houston, attending Jeff 
Davis High School and Sam Houston 
High School.  He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps from 1951-1954 during 
the Korean War.  In 1958, Adams 
began his career in law enforcement, 
joining the Texas Department of 
Safety.  He was stationed in Katy for 
nine years. 

Adams served on the Criminal 
Justice Advisory Committee with the 
Houston/Galveston Area Council, 
The Houston Area Chief of Police 

The annual holiday 
marks its 25th year
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Shoppers they can save 
money on clothes and 
school supplies during the 
state’s sales tax holiday on 
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, Aug. 9-11, according to 
a news release posted on the 
State Comptrollers website 
on July 25. This will be the 
25th year of Texas’ oldest 
sales tax holiday, the release 
said.

State law exempts sales 
tax on qualified items — 
such as clothing, footwear, 
school supplies and back-
packs — priced below $100, 
saving shoppers about $8 on 
every $100 they spend. The 
dates of the sales tax holiday 
and list of tax-exempt items 
are set by the Texas Legisla-
ture.

“For a quarter of a centu-
ry, Texans have saved more 
than $1.8 billion on every-
thing from blue jeans to ball-
point pens in preparation for 
the back-to-school bell,” said 
Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar of the sales tax holiday 
weekend, an annual event 
since 1999. “As the father of 
three, I know firsthand how 
these expenses add up over 
the years, and this weekend 

Texas sales 
tax holiday 
is Aug. 9-11

See HOLIDAY, page A3
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Work on water tower mural 
project starting to take shape
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The rumors are true — the 
eagerly awaited Historic Town 
Square water tower murals 
have finally arrived.

“After over a year of me-
ticulous planning and hard 
work, we're thrilled to share 
this milestone with you,” 

said Kaci Maris, Tourism and 
Marketing Events Coordi-
nator, City of Katy. “While 
the murals are not yet fully 
complete, and there are still 
some touch-ups and finish-
ing details to be added, the 
progress is already impres-
sive. A huge thank you to 
Keep Katy Beautiful for their 

dedication, countless hours, 
and unwavering commitment 
to bringing this project to life. 
We can't wait to reveal the 
finished masterpiece!”

In the meantime, Maris 
invites the public to come 
to Katy’s historic downtown 

Congressman Troy Nehls, who represents 
the 22nd Congressional District of Texas in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, spoke 
at the quarterly luncheon of the Fulshear 
Regional Chamber for Commerce on August 
6 at Gauchos do Sul, 910 W Grand Pkwy 
South in Katy. His Congressional district 
includes portions of Fort Bend, Brazoria, 
Harris, Wharton, and Matagorda counties.  
Nehls expressed his disappointment at 
the difficulties in getting his proposed 
legislation to the finish line in Washington, 
which he attributed to a divided Congress.  
Nehls, who is originally from Wisconsin, said 
that he would be spending the majority of 
August campaigning in that state for the 
Republican presidential ticket.  

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

NEHLS SPEAKS AT FULSHEAR CHAMBER LUNCHEON

PUCT seeks 
public feedback 
on local utility 
performance 
following storm
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Austin, Texas — The Public Utility 
Commission of Texas (PUCT) en-
courages consumers in the Greater 
Houston area to share their expe-
riences with power outages and 
utility performance during the May 
2024 derecho and Hurricane Beryl. 
To share their experiences, Texans 
can use a questionnaire linked on 
the PUCT’s homepage at puc.texas.
gov. The questionnaire is available in 
English and Spanish and only takes 
about five minutes to complete.

“The most important people 
in our investigation into the 
preparedness and response to these 

See OUTAGES, page A3

See ADAMS, page A3

See MURAL, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. College group
  5. Small morsels of food
11. Actress Dunham
12. Puts a limit on
16. Used for baking or drying
17. Commercial
18. Zookeeper Bindi
19. Walk in one’s sleep
24. The Great Lakes State
25. Winter sport
26. A thin layer on something
27. Peacock network
28. Give birth to a lamb or kid
29. “Too Scared to Cry” author
30. Nose
31. Friend
33. Country music legend
      Haggard
34. Curved
38. More deformed
39. Bleated
40. Set on its end
43. An aspect of Ra
44. Releasing hormone (abbr.)
45. Harsh, grating noise
49. __ Francisco
50. Common Japanese
      surname
51. Punish with an arbitrary
      penalty
53. Football position (abbr.)
54. Not in the know
56. African antelope
58. Popular tech (abbr.)

59. Baseball teams get three of
      them
60. Make up one’s mind
63. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
64. Martens
65. Susan and Tom are two

CLUES DOWN
  1. Excessively showy
  2. Put an end to
  3. Blood disorder
  4. Ingredient in wine
  5. Shellfish
  6. Made smaller
  7. We
  8. The Treasure State
  9. __ Ekland, actress
10. Male parent
13. One hundredth of a watt
      (abbr.)
14. Dish of minced meat
15. Smothered laugh
20. Article
21. Atomic #12
22. Small parrot
23. Fictional “Star Wars” planet
27. French wine grape
29. Football stat (abbr.)
30. Sound unit
31. Where you sleep
32. University of Dayton
33. Miller beer offering
34. Feel embarrassed
35. Able to be estimated
36. Commune in NW France

37. Adult female chicken
38. Intergovernmental
      organization
40. Archaic term for until
41. That which is not sacred
42. Sound made in speech
44. Handgun (slang)
45. Fill up again
46. Evoke or awaken
47. Beam Me Up, __!

48. Spider wasp genus
50. Headdress
51. Exclamation of surprise
52. Of I
54. Figures
55. Men’s fashion accessories
57. Indicates position
61. Megabyte
62. The Prairie State

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

Looking for 
a peaceful 
retreat?

Come visit the catio at 
Special Pals and experi-
ence tranquility with our 
adoptable cats!  They’re 
waiting to find loving 
homes and would love to 
meet you. Adoption spe-
cials going on right now so 
the timing is perfect!

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

(281) 881-0466  |  ktxwindowcleaning.com

KATY CHRISTIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

7 AM at Church on the Rock, 433 Barker Cypress Rd.
Register at https://katychristianchamber.com
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Sid Miller
Texas

Commissioner
of Agriculture

Networking Event!
Everyone Welcome!

Libraries support job seekers with new online resource
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Whether you have recently 
graduated, are transitioning from 
military service, or simply making 
a career change, the thought of job 
hunting and interviewing can be 
intimidating. 

Fort Bend County Libraries now 
offers access to “Big Interview” -- a 
new, interactive online resource 
designed to help job hunters 
improve their interview skills. By 
cultivating and improving key 
communication skills, job hunters 
are able to reduce nervousness 
and gain confidence before the 
“real” interview.

Demonstrations of this free on-
line resource will take place at the 
following locations in August, but 
those who are interested may also 
inquire about this resource at any 

time at any FBCL location. Regis-
tration is required at all locations.

• Wednesday, August 14, 11 
a.m. – Fulshear Branch Library 
(6350 GM Library Rd.) 

• Thursday, August 15, 10:30 
a.m. – Cinco Ranch Branch Library 
(2620 Commercial Center Blvd, 
Katy) 

• Wednesday, August 21, 6:00 
p.m. – Mission Bend Branch Li-
brary (8421 Addicks Clodine Rd) 

• Tuesday, August 27, 2:00 p.m. 
– Sienna Branch Library (8411 
Sienna Springs Blvd, Missouri City) 

• Wednesday, August 28, 6:00 
p.m. – University Branch Library 
(14010 University Blvd in Sugar 
Land) 

About Big Interview
This comprehensive inter-

view-training platform provides 

instruction based on real-world 
scenarios and hiring practices, 
offering immediate feedback and 
ways to improve.

Job hunters can practice online 
with mock interviews that are tai-
lored to specific careers/industries, 
jobs, and experience levels. With a 
vast library of the most commonly 
asked questions from more than 
100 industries and 1,000+ occu-
pations, “Big Interview” simulates 
job-specific interviews and pro-
vides personalized practice with 
industry-specific questions. It then 
offers feedback on responses, sug-
gestions for ways to improve them, 
and tips on how best to answer 
questions.

With more than 200 video 
lessons, expert insights, and 
interview hacks, “Big Interview’s” 
online interview-preparation tool 

combines training and practice 
to help improve skills and build 
confidence.

The “Learning Area” offers 
robust instruction covering every 
step of the job-search and inter-
view process with both video and 
written lessons for every type of 
learner.

In the “Practice” section, the 
mock interview practice and 
recording tool offers limitless op-
portunities to practice answering 
all types of interview questions, 
with immediate feedback.

In the “Resumés” section, job 
seekers can upload their resumé 
for immediate feedback, sugges-
tions for improvement, and tips for 
getting past automated AI bots that 
do the initial screening of appli-
cations. Big Interview evaluates 
resumés for readability, credibility, 

and format, as well as “ATS” (Ap-
plicant-Tracking Systems) fit.  

Fort Bend County Libraries of-
fers free access to Big Interview for 
library cardholders.  Library card-
holders can access “Big Interview” 
remotely through the Fort Bend 
County Libraries website, www.
fortbend.lib.tx.us. Simply click on 
the “Research” tab, then “Digital 
Resources & Databases,” select 
the “Subject” option, and choose 
“Career & Job Help.”

The demonstrations are free 
and open to the public. To register 
for a demonstration, visit Fort 
Bend County Libraries’ website 
(www.fortbend.lib.tx.us), click on 
“Classes & Events,” select the li-
brary, and find the program on the 
date indicated. For more informa-
tion, call FBCL’s Communications 
Office (281-633-4734).

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Bag of Donuts plays free 
concert at Central Green 

on August 9
Popular band Bag of 

Donuts will play a free 
concert at Central Green 
Park in the LaCenterra 
Center, 2643 Commercial 
Center Blvd. in Katy on 
August 9 with the music 
starting at 8 p.m.  Central 
Green Park is a project of 
the Willow Fork Drainage 
District.

Katy AARP Chapter  
to meet August 13

The featured speaker 
for the August 13 meeting 
of Katy’s AARP chapter will 
be Sheila Dolbow, with the 
Texas Hospital Associa-
tion, who will be providing 
information on Directives 
to Physicians and Family 
or Surrogates (Living Will). 
Copies of the Advanced Di-
rectives will be available for 
attendees to pick up and a 
notary will also be present to 

notarize them at the meet-
ing. The gathering will also 
have a speaker from Suvida 
Healthcare, who will talk 
about other opportunities 
for assistance for seniors. 
The meeting at Midway 
BBQ, 6025 Highway Blvd. in 
Katy, is open to both AARP 
members and non-mem-
bers and begins at 6:30 p.m.

Katy Library events set 
for August 13 and 14
The Katy Branch Library 

has announced two adult 
programs in August:

• Tuesday, August 13 
at 6 to 7 p.m., the library 
will be hosting a computer 
class on Cyber Security for 
adults. Find more informa-
tion and register at hcpl.
bibliocommons.com/
events/669550c88639e476- 
db642960

• Wednesday, August 14, 
the library will be hosting a 
Blood Drive Bus in the park-
ing lot from 1:30 to 5 p.m. To 
learn more or to sign up, go 

to hcpl.bibliocommons.com/
events/669550c88639e476- 
db642960

The Katy Branch Library, 
5414 Franz Road in Katy, is 
part of the Harris County 
Public Library System.  For 
more information, call 281-
391-3509.

View vintage glass 
and collectibles at the 

Vintage Glass & Antique 
Show in Rosenberg 
August 17 and 18

The Vintage Glass & An-
tique Show will take place at 
the Fort Bend County Fair-
grounds,4310 Highway 36 
in Rosenberg, on August 17 
and 18.  Shop for depression 
glass, elegant glass, kitch-
enware, pottery, antiques, 
silver and other items at this 
sprawling exhibition.  On 
Saturday the show is open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday’s hours are 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  Tickets are $7.00 
(cash only please).

Big Z’s Chicago Pizza & 
Brew holds free concert 

night on August 17 
featuring three bands

Come out and join Big Z’s 
for their third birthday cel-
ebration as they host a free 
concert on August 17 at the 
pizzeria at 2004 S. Mason in 
Katy.  Doors open at 8 p.m. 
and music begins at 8:30 
p.m.  Enjoy performances 
from The Shroons, anacru-
sis, and Figure Below.

Experience nature 
during August events at 
John Paul Landing Park

• August 14 from 3 to 4:30 
p.m.  “Life in the Lake.”  Min-
nows, crawfish, and drag-
onflies are just a few of the 
many local inhabitants living 
in our lakes.  This program 
begins with a brief presen-
tation followed by lakeside 
sampling and species 
identification.  Register at 
apps.hcp4.net/med/Event/
Detail/27772.

• August 17 from 8 to 
10:30 p.m.  “An Evening Un-
der the Stars.”  Explore Harris 
County’s night sky, including 
a presentation inside the 
Environmental Education 
Center.  Haris County Pre-
cinct 4 staff and members of 
the Houston Astronomical 
Society will provide tele-
scopes and are available to 
answer questions.

• August 21 from 8 to 9:30 
a.m. “Tiny Safari.”  Antlions, 
tiger beetles, and woolly 
bears!  Oh my!  Often over-
looked but no less exciting, 
invertebrates offer soothing 
summer serenades and are 
invaluable to the ecosystem.  
Join Harris County Park 
Naturalists in an exploration 
to find, collect and study the 
park’s smallest and most 
interesting inhabitants.  Reg-
ister at apps.hcp4.net/med/
Event/Detail/27776.

The park is located at 9055 
Katy Hockley Road in Cy-
press.  For more information, 
call 713-274-3131 or go to 
cp4.harriscountytx.gov/jpl.
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In this immersive exhibit, visitors are transported to Palenque, Mexico, 
where an archaeological team has mysteriously disappeared from a dig 
site while investigating rumors of a priceless jade medallion. They will 
follow the clues the team left behind to locate the precious medallion 
while avoiding the dangers lurking in the ruins.

Follow clues to locate the precious artifact!

Mystery of the Mayan Medallion is an exhibit by the Museum of Discovery, Little Rock, Arkansas

For tickets, visit sugarland.hmns.org or call 713-639-4629

TRIBUTE

Joanne Claire Greaves 
Dyer, of Richmond, TX, 
passed away on Friday, 
August 2, 2024. Joanne was 
born in New Brighton, PA 
on May 28, 1937, and is 
preceded by her husband 
Robert Frank Dyer, PhD.; her 
parents, Theodore George 
Greaves and Mabel Claire 
Davies Greaves; and her 
brothers, Theodore Greaves 
and Todd Greaves.  Joanne 
is survived by her three sons 
and six grandchildren: Rob 
and Simone Dyer, parents of 
Mitchell and Nathan; John 
and Tammi Dyer, parents 
of Allison and Catherine; 
Derek and Jennifer Dyer, 
parents of Kaylie and James. 
Joanne spent her entire ca-
reer as an elementary school 
teacher in Metairie, LA.  Her 
passion for teaching was 
also evident in the many 
Bible studies that she led 
in both New Orleans and 
Katy, TX.  In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial gifts may be 
given to the International 
Treasure House Ministries, 
Inc., 27219 Boaters Crossing 
Drive, Katy, TX 77493.  The 
memorial service will be 
held on Tuesday, August 13, 
2024, at Grace Fellowship, 
2655 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 
77450 beginning at 11 a.m.

JOANNE CLAIRE  
GREAVES DYER

1937-2024

their support for Diaz on 
Facebook.

“Thank you, Chief Diaz, 
for all you did to ensure the 
safety of our residents,” said 
councilmember Janet Corte.  
“Best of luck with your new 
position as Chief of Houston 
Police Dept.  They are fortu-
nate to have you.”

Councilmember Rory 
Robertson said, “It has truly 
been an honor working with 
Chief Diaz over the last sev-
eral years.  I am very proud of 
all the progress he has made 
with our department.” 

According to the KPD 
website, Diaz was hired as the 
Chief of Police for the Katy 
Police Department in March 
2019. Prior to that time, he 
served as a correctional of-
ficer with the Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice from 
1987 to 1994.

Diaz completed the 

University of Houston-Down-
town Police Academy in 1994 
and worked for the Harris 
County Precinct Five Consta-
bles Office, until 1996 when 
he was selected by the Texas 
Department of Public Safety 
to attend DPS Academy A-96. 
Upon completion of the DPS 
Academy, Diaz was assigned 
to the Katy Highway Patrol 
Office as Trooper.

In 2001, Diaz was promot-
ed into the Narcotics Division 
of the State Police and was 
stationed in Houston. There 
Diaz was assigned to Harris 
County Organized Crime Task 
Force, HPD, ATF, DEA, and 
the FBI during his seven years 
as a Narcotics Sergeant.

In 2008, Diaz was appoint-
ed as a Texas Ranger and 
served in Rio Grande City, 
Texas briefly until return-
ing to the Houston Office, 
where he was assigned as the 

Public Corruption Ranger for 
Company A (Greater Houston 
Area) for over ten years, 
working various high profile 
public corruption investiga-
tions. Diaz was assigned to 
the FBI Public Corruption 
Border Task Force as a Task 
Force Officer and maintained 
top-secret clearance.

Diaz has over 6,800 Law 
Enforcement (TCOLE) train-
ing hours. He earned a bache-
lor’s of science in Criminal 
Justice from the University of 
Houston- Downtown, earning 
a scholarship from the 100 
Club of Houston; Diaz also 
obtained a master’s of science 
in Criminology from Lamar 
University. He is a graduate of 
the 263rd FBI National Acad-
emy and FBI Texas Command 
College and a member of the 
International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, and the Tex-
as Police Chief’s Association.

from page A1
DIAZ

is the perfect time for folks 
to save some of their hard-
earned cash on items they 
need.”

The Comptroller’s office 
estimates that shoppers will 
save $143.4 million in state 
and local sales tax during this 
year's sales tax holiday.

Apparel and school 
supplies that may be pur-

chased tax free are listed on 
the Comptroller’s website at 
TexasTaxHoliday.org.

During the annual sales 
tax holiday, qualifying items 
can be purchased tax free in 
person or by any other means 
including over the internet, 
by telephone, or by mail. 
Purchases are exempt when 
either:

• the item is both delivered 
to, and paid for by, the cus-
tomer during the exemption 
period; or

• the customer orders 
and pays for the item, and 
the seller accepts the order 
during the exemption period 
for immediate shipment, 
even if delivery is made after 
the exemption period ends.

HOLIDAY

square at Second Street and Avenue C and 
see the progress on the project, but to please 
refrain from touching the murals or paneling 
as work continues. 

“Our talented artist, Tyler, is often busy 
on a lift and scaffolding, so for her safety, we 
kindly ask that you give her space and avoid 
interrupting her while she works,” said Maris.

“We’ve been thrilled to witness the 
incredible progress Tyler has made and are 
truly amazed by how she captures the es-
sence of Katy life in her murals,” said Maris. 
“Join us on August 24th for the Katy Champi-
ons on the Square event at the Katy Historic 
Town Square from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Tyler will 
be there talking with community members 
about her artwork, so come out and meet her 
if you haven’t had the chance yet.” 

Maris said that more updates would fol-
low soon, including an announcement with 
the date and details of the official ribbon 
cutting. 

from page A1
MURAL

Association, Texas Chief of Police Associ-
ation, and the Board of Governors of the 
Harris County Organized Crime Task Force, 
according to the obituary.

He is survived by his wife Carolyn Adams; 
son, Jimmy Adams and his wife Denise of 
Mineral Wells; daughter, Carol Moore of 
Katy; grandchildren, Jennifer Nelson and 
husband Craig, Kristi Moore and Bret Moore 
all of Katy; and six great-grandchildren.  
Adams was preceded in death by his late 
wife, Joan Adams; parents, Alton and Layce 
Adams; and sons, Bret and Neil Adams.

A memorial service was held July 31at 
Katy's First Baptist Church, 600 Pin Oak in 
Katy, with Dr. Rob Lyerly and Dr. Charles 
Wisdom officiating. 

from page A1
ADAMS

devastating storms are the Texans 
who experienced these storms 
firsthand,” said PUCT Executive 
Director Connie Corona. “We want 
to hear from you, whether you 
lost power during these storms or 
not. The information you provide 
will guide us in making changes to 
prevent a disaster of this scope in 

the future.”    
Nearly one million Texans lost 

power in May 2024 following the 
derecho. Hurricane Beryl stormed 
through the Greater Houston area 
as a Category 1 storm on Monday 
July 8, 2024, leaving more than 2.6 
million Texans without power. At 
the direction of Gov. Greg Abbott, 

the PUCT is investigating the 
preparedness and response by 
utilities in the Greater Houston 
area to these extreme weather 
events. The PUCT must submit its 
findings with recommendations by 
December 1, 2024.

The public can view Gov. 
Abbott’s directive and public doc-

uments related to the investigation 
through the PUCT’s Interchange 
website under Project No. 56822.

The questionnaire may be 
found at forms.office.com/pages/
responsepage.aspx?id=wJbeBpBX-
Fk22gzfEZ49h5XdkIJiEG79MscFx-
C8yeJ7xUNFk5OTEzUTVYMVZIO-
ThQRkkwUVNCQlZJQi4u

from page A1
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FOR ADDITIONAL 
OBITUARIES, PLEASE 

SEE PAGE A5
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The Katy Times will be closed on

Labor Day
Sept. 2, 2024

to celebrate the holiday with family and friends. 

The deadline for all advertising and editorial copy in the
Sept. 5 edition is Noon on Thursday, Aug. 29.

Have a safe and happy holiday from The Katy Times staffKaty   Times
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YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 8/25/2024.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

For the busy Katy woman – with or without 
a marriage, with or without a career, with or 
without running a business, with or without 
children, with or without caring for parents, 
with or without worship and community caus-
es – life can sometimes be a bit much.

That’s why the Katy Business Association 
and the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce 
have teamed up to focus their fourth joint 
“Women of Katy” event on self-care.

Titled “Women of Katy Soiree: A Self-
Care Event,” the two-hour soiree will feature 
presentations on both mental and physical 
health as well as three 15-minute mini-ses-
sions offering practical tips and hands-on 
experiences designed to help attendees 
integrate self-care and mental wellness into 
their daily routines.

Featured speakers are Dr. Jacinta Anya-
oku of Hibiscus Aesthetics & Wellness, who 
will address physical health, and Carly Kirk, 
LCSW-S, who will cover mental health.  Kirk 

is the co-founder and clinical director of The 
Well Counseling in Katy.

The soiree will take place August 29 at 
the offices of the Katy Area Chamber at 814 
East Avenue in Katy.  Doors open at 5 p.m. 
and the program starts at 6 p.m. and ends 
at 8 p.m.  Tickets are $60.00 per person 
and include two drink tickets and all four 
mini-sessions.  Seating is limited to 100 
guests; please register at womenofkaty.com.   
For attire – organizers say that “Comfort is 
key – wear what makes you feel relaxed.”

Fourth ‘Women of Katy’ features a self-care soiree

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Attention:  YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE 
– YES, YOU!!!

The Katy Heritage Society reminds 
learners – including adult learners 
as well as students pursuing the next 
step in their educational journey 
– that applications are still being 
accepted for the organization’s 2024 
scholarship.

“Katy was founded by hard-work-
ing visionaries who settled wild prai-
rie, opened businesses, and created 
opportunity,” said the organization in 
a July 29 press release.  “In the spirit 

of our founders, this scholarship 
is open to anyone who is seeking 
education to provide for their family, 
advance their career, learn a trade or 
pursue higher education.

Participants must be enrolled or be 
seeking enrollment at an accredited 
community college, college, univer-
sity, business, vocational, continuing 
education program or technical school 
and must reside or work within the 
geographic boundaries of the Katy 
Independent School District.

While this scholarship is open to 
any age, it was distinctly created to 
provide an opportunity for adults or 

currently employed persons who wish 
to further their education, to advance 
their professional career or improve 
opportunities for those seeking to pro-
vide income to care for their families.

To apply, go to katyheritageso-
ciety.com/_files/ugd/742c1e_2d-
10fbe286874d38864bf291347d931f.
pdf.  The application and essay are 
due via email by October 1, 2024.  The 
scholarship will be awarded in person 
at the November meeting of the Katy 
Heritage Society on November 21.

For more information, email Katy-
HeritageSociety@outlook.com or call 
281-377-5710.

Katy Heritage Society scholarship 
open to both adult learners and students

Brookshire company 
a finalist in H-E-B’s 
‘Quest for Texas Best’
FROM STAFF REPORTS

For the last eleven years, 
H-E-B has set out on a quest 
to find the best in Texas – the 
best local products made 
by Texans, according to the 
brand’s website.  From the 
Panhandle to the Rio Grande 
Valley, from West Texas to 
Beaumont, the H-E-B “Quest 
for Texas Best” is an open call 
for locally owned, small food, 
beverage, and general mer-
chandise suppliers to have 
their items considered for 
placement on H-E-B shelves 
and $25,000 in their pocket 

“Our brand Honestly Tex-
as Rice has been selected as 
one of the top 10 finalists in 
H-E-B's Quest for Texas Best,” 
said Pamela Wostarek-West, 
company principal of Texas 
Rice Milling/Brookshire 
Drying Co.  “We are the only 
product for the Houston/
Katy/Brookshire area to 
make to the finals.”

“Out of 470 entries Hon-
estly Texas Rice was selected 
as one of the top 10 Texas 
best products!” said West on 
her LinkedIn page. “We are 
busy preparing for the finals 
to be held in August and are 
blessed to be included with 
nine other fantastic entries! 
Wish us luck and cheers to 
the Texas Rice Farmers.”

The company is located 
at 1019 Bains, Brookshire, TX 
77423. 

The product description 
on the contest website reads: 
“Honestly Texas proudly 
offers sustainably grown rice, 
nurtured by Texas farmers 
committed to conservation 
and quality.  Grown in Texas 
using innovative water-sav-
ing techniques, Texas Rice 
Milling’s rice fields double as 
wildlife habitats during the 

off-season, supporting bio-
diversity.  Dried, milled, and 
packaged locally, its farm-
to-fork traceability ensures 
transparency from field to 
table. By choosing Honestly 
Texas Rice, customers sup-
port Texas-grown products 
that are safe, sustainable, and 
contribute to local ecosys-
tems.”

On August 9 at Fair Park 
in Dallas, the ten finalists will 
present their products and 
share their stories in front 
of a panel of judges selected 
by H-E-B. The judges will 
determine the four win-
ning products and award 
$25,000 to the Grand Prize 
winner, which will be named 
the “Texas Best,” and earn 
placement on store shelves. 
The first-place winner will 
be awarded $20,000, $15,000 
will go to the second-place 
winner, and $10,000 to the 
third-place winner.

“Small businesses drive 
innovation and keep our 
communities vibrant, which 
is why we are dedicated to 
finding and supporting the 
best small businesses in 
Texas,” said James Harris, 
Sr. Director of Diversity 
& Inclusion and Supplier 
Diversity for H-E-B. “We are 
amazed year after year by the 
creative products submitted 
for the competition and look 
forward to making these 
inventive products available 
to our customers.”

Since the launch of the 
competition in 2014, more 
than 1,000 food items, bever-
ages, and general merchan-
dise have made it to store 
shelves at H-E-B. H-E-B has 
awarded $2.2 million in prize 
money along with marketing, 
mentoring, and supplemen-
tal support.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Coastal Prairie Conservancy 
(CPC) announced on June 22 the suc-
cessful conservation of 298 acres in 
Matagorda County. Permanently pro-
tected through a conservation ease-
ment agreement with the landown-
ers, this exceptional property is made 
up of globally rare coastal prairie 
(including several rare plants such as 
Bracted Grayfeather), coastal live oak 
forest, and restored grasslands and 
wetlands. The property is adjacent 
to other protected lands, expanding 
the contiguous habitat available to 
grassland and wetland birds, such as 
Mottled Duck, Northern Harrier, and 
Eastern Meadowlark. This property 
will add to the 31,000 acres of land 
already permanently conserved by 
the Coastal Prairie Conservancy.

Mary Anne Piacentini, President 
and CEO of the Coastal Prairie Con-
servancy, said, "The Texas Coastal 
Prairie Ecosystem is challenged by 

increasing land fragmentation and 
development. It is a privilege to col-
laborate with private landowners who 
are committed to conserving their 
lands and leaving a legacy for future 
generations of Texans."

The project was funded through a 
donation from the landowner, as well 
as philanthropic grants from a family 
foundation, the state's land trust ser-
vice organization, and a cooperating 
nonprofit organization. Additionally, 
this is the first conservation ease-
ment to be funded through the Texas 
Coastal Prairie Initiative, a Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program of 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. This regional initiative was 
formed by the Coastal Prairie Con-
servancy and its partners to conserve 
the highly imperiled coastal prairie 
ecosystem. Under the initiative, pri-
vate landowners may receive funding 
to permanently protect working cattle 
ranches, farmland, and natural areas.  

"CPC is extremely grateful for the 

instrumental partnerships that make 
our conservation efforts possible,” 
Piacentini said. “We look forward to 
future collaborations as we continue 
working towards our goal of conserv-
ing thousands of additional acres in 
Southeast Texas. Working with part-
ners is critical to secure the long-term 
conservation of important lands in 
Southeast Texas."

About the Coastal Prairie 
Conservancy

The Coastal Prairie Conservancy 
is an accredited, nonprofit land trust 
working to sustain a resilient Texas by 
conserving coastal prairie, wetlands, 
farms, and ranches that benefit 
people and wildlife forever. These 
lands play an important role in flood 
control, clean air and water, outdoor 
recreation, and wildlife habitat. To 
learn more about the Coastal Prairie 
Conservancy's conservation efforts, 
visit coastalprairieconservancy.org.

Coastal Prairie Conservancy successfully 
conserves additional land in Matagorda County
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



LISTEN TO

COMMUNITY & FAITH
TRIBUTES

Mrs. Sandra Navarre Ross was 
born on September 9, 1955, in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. She was the 
daughter of Reverend Arthur and 
Mrs. Rita Navarre, and sister to 
Arthur J. Navarre. Sandra was the 
devoted wife to Mr. Walter Ross for 
34 wonderful years. She was the 
devoted mother of Iyanna Mitchell 
and Dana Wilson and bonus-mother 
to Shelantha Ross Sylva and LaJay 
Lee. She was the grandmother to 
Ernest Williams IV, Tyler Spencer, 
Gavin Oliver, Phillip Livas II, Wynton 
Joseph, Karmell Joseph, Ross Joseph, 
Devante Lee, Devin Lee, Jordan Lee 
and Cessileh Lee, and Godmother to 
Danielle Daniels and Erica Bickham.

Sandra was a member of the Katy 

Business Association, where she 
served as Vice-President. She was 
also a member of Angels Surviving 
Cancer, Inc., where she served as 
treasurer. She also served in the me-
dia ministry at the Church without 
Walls. Sandra was an amazing person 
and showed love to everyone she 
met. She will be greatly missed.

Sandra’s funeral services con-
vened on Wednesday, August 7,2024, 
at the Church Without Walls Minis-
tries, 5725 Queenston Blvd., Hous-
ton, TX 77084, with visitation from 1 
to 2 p.m. with the service following at 
2 p.m. The family requested that all 
attendees wear the colors of pink and 
white, in honor of Mrs. Ross’ favorite 
colors. 

Terry Lee Schaub, 62, of Katy died 
on July 21, 2024, at Memorial Her-
mann Katy Hospital.  

Terry was born April 20, 1962, to 
Charles and Joyce Schaub of Lampa-
sas.  He attended school in Lampa-
sas and graduated from Lampasas 
High School in the Class of 1980.  He 
played Badger basketball and was a 
passionate Badger fan.  

Terry was the sports editor at the 
Lampasas Dispatch Record for 17 
years before he moved on to other 
newspaper positions, including 
advertising director and publisher, in 
Killeen, Round Rock, Smithville, Katy 
and Odessa.  After leaving the Odessa 
American, he returned to Katy.

Terry loved the Houston Astros 
and celebrated their two recent 

World Series championships.  He 
also loved the Texas Longhorns and, 
although they continued to let him 
down, he followed the Dallas Cow-
boys and was becoming enthused 
about the Houston Texans.  He was a 
member of Second Baptist Church in 
Houston, where he was baptized on 
June 24, 2018.

Terry was preceded in death by 
his parents, and by an aunt, Linda 
Gail Schaub.

He is survived by his brother, Ran-
dy Schaub and wife Pat; nephews, Will 
and Matt; cousin, David Hazelwood 
and wife Paula of Lampasas; and un-
cle, Brent Schaub of Lampasas.

Graveside services will be held at 
Oak Hill Cemetery in Lampasas on 
Saturday, August 17, 2024, at 10 a.m. 

SANDRA NAVARRE ROSS
1955-2024

TERRY LEE SCHAUB
1962-2024

It is with heavy hearts that 
the West and Linn families 
announce the passing of our 
mother, Sondra Alaine West. 
Our loving “Ma” and “Granny” 
passed away on August 1, 2024, 
in Katy with family by her side.  
Sondra was born in Houston on 
December 2, 1946, to Raymond 
“Max” and Miriam “Jerry” 
Maxson.  

Calling Katy home for the 
last 45 years, she was a huge 
fan of the Katy Tigers.  Sondra 
was devout in her Catholic 
faith and was a member of St. 
Bartholomew Catholic Church in 
Katy, where she assisted with the 
RCIA program for several years. 
The center of her world though 
has always been her family. 
Her joy was having the family 
over for birthdays and holidays, 
especially Christmas. She loved 
Christmas! Any occasion to have 
the family around her brought 
her joy. She was room mother, 
team mom and #1 fan of what-
ever we were involved in.  In 
keeping with her love of family, 
she was deeply interested in our 
family genealogy, building ar-
chives of information and shared 
her findings with many.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 62 years, Robert “Bob” 
West; daughter and son-in law 
Dianna and Rick Linn; son and 
daughter-in-law Robert and Tar-
ean West; and son and daughter-
in-law Kenneth and Alexandra 
West, all of Katy;  grandsons and 

their wives Matthew and Aiza 
Linn of Dumaguete Philippines, 
Michael and Laura Linn of 
Cypress, TX and Andrew and 
Gabriela Linn of Alto, GA.; and 
five great-granddaughters Kailey, 
Madison, Molly, Abigail and 
Paisley.  

The family received friends 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 6, 2024, at the Schmidt 
Funeral Home East Avenue 
Chapel, in Katy, where a rosary 
was recited at 7 p.m.  Mass was 
celebrated at 10:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, August 7, 2024, at St. 
Bartholomew Catholic Church, 
in Katy. Interment in Katy Mag-
nolia Cemetery.

Funeral services held under 
the direction of 

Schmidt Funeral Home, 1508 
East Avenue  ~  Katy, Texas  

77493  ~  (281) 391-2424.

SONDRA ALAINE WEST
1946-2024
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
TO DISCUSS BUDGET AND 

PROPOSED TAX RATE
The Katy Independent School District will hold a public meeting at 5:00 p.m., 
August 19, 2024 in the Boardroom, Education Support Complex, 6301 South 
Stadium Lane, Katy, Texas 77494. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the 
school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted. 
Public participation in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a 
later date may not exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes 
a revised notice containing the same information and comparisons set out below and 
holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Tax Code Section 26.04)

Last Year’s Rate

Rate to Maintain Same
  Level of Maintenance &
  Operations Revenue &
  Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per Student

$0.72940 

$0.71790 

$0.72710 

$0.39000 

$0.42693

$0.39000 

$1.11940 

$1.14483

$1.11710 

$6,609

$7,204 

$7,159

$5,942 

$5,712 

$5,832

*The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
  The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district. 

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Average Market Value of Residences

Average Taxable Value of Residences 

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value

Taxes Due on Average Residence

Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Last Year
$ 429,122 

$ 328,871 

$ 1.11940 

$ 3,681

This Year
$ 449,783

$ 360,009

$ 1.11710

$ 4,022

$ 340

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years of age 
or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 
person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless of 
changes in tax rate or property value. 

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before 
requiring voter approval at an election is $1.13277.  This election will be automatically 
held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the voter-approval rate of $1.13277.

Bonded Indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*  $2,379,475,000

*Outstanding principal.

* “Appraised value” is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(8).
**  “New property” is defined by Tax Code Section 26.012 (17).
***  “Taxable value” is defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(10).

Maintenance Tax

School Debt Service Tax
Approved by Local Voters

$0.72710 / $100 (Proposed rate for maintenance and operations) 

$0.39000 / $100  (Proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year
Total appraised value* of all property

Total appraised value* of new property**

Total taxable value*** of all property

Total taxable value*** of new property** 

$ 74,203,043,289

$ 2,718,412,263

$ 62,046,544,867

$ 2,036,491,685

$ 69,902,019,796

$ 2,416,823,819

$ 57,901,128,706

$ 1,918,277,615

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding 
fiscal year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated 
for each of the following expenditure categories:
 Maintenance and operations        4.3113   % increase or ________ % (decrease)
 Debt service        1.2382   % increase or ________ % (decrease)
 Total expenditures        3.7327   % increase or ________ % (decrease)

Fund Balances

The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or 
by a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 
state aid payment.

 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s)  $ 344,808,601

 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)  $   64,750,778

A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in maintenance 
and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access 
information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public 
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of 
growth of property taxes in the state.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT 

School may have been out but 
the learning continued for hun-
dreds of students this summer at 
Katy ISD’s Shaw STEAM Center at 
1730 Katyland Dr. in Katy. Through 
fun, interactive camps, the Center 
remained a hub of activity for 
students, as the flame of discovery 
was lit, in many, for the first time.

The Center is led by Steve 
Adams and Liz Dethloff, each with 
decades of experience in public 
education. They are routinely 
contacted by school administrators 
from across the nation, wanting 
to learn more about the district’s 
unique STEAM Center space and 
how it benefits students, families 
and the wider community, Katy 
ISD said in a July 29 press release. 

“Daily, we are able to see 
students of all ages excited about 
being in a school setting and en-
gaging in STEAM learning,” Adams 
said. “It is genuinely what educa-
tion should look like.” 

Beginning next school year, 
every Katy ISD third-grade and 
seventh-grade student will visit 
the Shaw Center on a field trip. 
In addition, the Center also hosts 
family science nights and teacher 

professional development, as well 
as serving as a headquarters for 
the district’s high school robotics 
teams.

Dethloff leads the instruction 
at the STEAM Center, and works 
with district leaders, teachers and 
parent volunteers to plan curricu-
lum-based activities for students 
and families that visit the Center. 

“I love seeing the excitement on 
our students’ faces as they come 
in our front doors,” Dethloff said. 
“I see the Shaw Center becoming 

an entrenched tradition for the 
families of our growing Katy com-
munity.”

To her, STEAM education helps 
to equip students for their future 
careers, stimulating their curiosity 
and fostering a “lifelong love of 
learning.” 

In addition to STEAM program-
ming, the Shaw Center hosts a va-
riety of student groups, including 
Girl Scouts, Destination Imagina-
tion teams, and GT activities.

Cindee Devlin, Business and 
Outreach Mentor for Tompkins 
High School’s robotics team, is a 
long-time volunteer and parent 
of three Tompkins’ graduates, all 
of whom were part of the robotics 
team. She and her husband Brian 
continue to support the team 
with their technical and business 
expertise.

She has seen how STEAM 
education has positively impacted 
her children and many others who 
have been part of the Tompkins 
team. Participation in STEAM 
programs, specifically in robotics, 
provides students with a variety of 
technical skills, but it also provides 
them with life skills. They learn 
how to work on a team, how to 
manage their time effectively and 

how to lead others.
“Robotics gives students con-

fidence in themselves, that they 
can learn or figure out anything,” 
Devlin said. “Parents all want the 
best for their kids and we expose 
them to technologies that may 
encourage them to further partic-
ipate in junior high or high school 
robotics.”   

Mae Chen, a rising senior 
at Jordan High School and the 
Strategy Officer for the school's 
robotics team, was first introduced 
to robotics at nine years of age. 
When asked, she admits she wasn't 
enthusiastic about it but quickly 
fell in love with the competitive 
environment. Her interest has only 
grown over the years, so much so, 
that she created her own camps to 
get younger students involved in 
robotics.  

"We cover basic mechanical 
systems in the first week and go 
deeper into the season's compe-
tition game in the second week," 
Chen said. "From the promotional 
work to developing and teaching 
camp curriculum, pulling off Jor-
dan's first-ever robotics camp took 
the work of dozens of students." 

The team-led camps are a 
win-win for all District students. 

Elementary and junior high 
school students gain interest in 
new topics from skilled mentors, 
and high school students gain 
experience teaching others and 
organizing events. The camps also 
provide critical fundraising for the 
robotics teams to compete each 
school year, and former Katy ISD 
robotics students have gone on 
to careers at NASA, Space X and 
other major corporations. Devlin’s 
son is now an engineer in the 
military.

This summer’s camps included 
instruction in robots and coding, 
animation, Legos, web develop-
ment and more. The Center also 
partnered with Rice University’s 
Office of STEM Engagement to 
offer fun, age-specific camps for 
elementary students to learn more 
about electronics, physics and 
engineering.

“Every student will not pursue a 
STEAM career, but every stu-
dent deserves to know about the 
opportunities in STEAM and how 
thoroughly engaging these can 
be,” Adams said. “Our goal is to 
give them exposure and a positive 
experience.”

Katy ISD’s fall semester begins 
Wednesday, August 14.

STEAM Center inspires young minds over the summer

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATY ISD

 Hundreds of students participated this summer 
in fun interactive camps at Katy ISD’s Shaw 
STEAM Center at 1730 Katyland Drive in Katy.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUSMITA PASALA

From left to right, top row: Ayan Das, Gavin Zheng, Janice Zhang, Alyssa Jiang, Rebecca Jung, Grace Powell, Ella Ng, Susmita 
Pasala, Eddie Guo, Leo Seo. From left to right, bottom row: Kayla Eshelman, Heather Tan, Vivian Zhang, Erica Novosad, Tiffany 
Kim, Justin Silva

Cinco Ranch FBLA students advance 
to National Leadership Conference
BY SUSMITA PASALA
REPORTER AND SENIOR AT CINCO RANCH HIGH SCHOOL
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

On June 28, 2024, sixteen Cinco Ranch 
High School students ventured to Orlando, 
Florida for the Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) National Leadership Confer-
ence. These students underwent a rigorous 
state level competition and placed in the top 
four in their event to qualify for the national 
competition. Throughout the conference, the 
students competed in their specific events 
which ranged from taking a test to presenting 
a case study or displaying a project. While 
there, the students attended various business 
related workshops aimed to prepare and ad-
vise the students for their future endeavors. 

“I felt that I learned a lot from listening 
to the guest speakers,” said Heather Tan, a 
sophomore.

The students were led by Cinco Ranch 
FBLA advisors John Bryan and Gilvaner 
Soares, in which all the students collective-
ly agreed that they “couldn't have done it 
without them.” Over the course of the week, 
the students had the chance to interact with 
various people from different states and 
made many connections along the way. 

Leo Seo, a junior, said that he “got ac-
quainted with members of the South Carolina 
chapter and it was a great experience to talk 
to people of all backgrounds.” 

An activity that really sparked interest 
within the students was pin trading - when 
conference members are able to exchange 

their state’s pins with others. Grace Powell, 
a junior, explained how “pin trading was my 
favorite activity and brought about a healthy 
competition among the members.” 

The conference started and ended with 
a grand ceremony in which Susmita Pasala 
detailed was “very exciting and inspirational 
to see the National Leaders empowering 
students from all over the world.” 

Alyssa Jiang, a sophomore, placed fourth 
in the “Introduction to Business Communi-
cation” event. Jiang had come to the con-
ference in a rush after catching a late-night 
flight to Florida from Hawaii. “I had to pull 
an all-nighter in order to prepare for my test,” 
she explained. 

Rebecca Jung, a junior, placed 9th in 
Client Service. Jung said that many “hectic 
efforts” were spent “preparing, studying, and 
practicing for her competition.” 

Tiffany Kim, a junior, placed tenth in Web-
site Coding & Development. Kim spent hours 
prepping her presentation to perfection 
making sure it was up to par for the national 
competition. “It was the most stressful and 
unforgettable experience” she said.

During the conference the students had 
the opportunity to go to Disney and Univer-
sal Studios and they all agreed that it was a 
“magical experience.” Ella Ng, a junior, said, 
“I overcame my fears of riding scary roller 
coasters, and I now have a newfound interest 
in them.” 

Janice Zhang, a junior, said, “The highlight 
of my trip was experiencing Animal Kingdom 
and all the realistic animatronics.”  

Jordan student is silver in Biolympaid finals
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Center for Excellence in 
Education (CEE) announced 
July 31 the high school biology 
scholars who earned medals at 
the USA Biolympiad (USABO) 
National Finals held at Mary-
mount University on its Arlington, 
Virginia main campus from May 
25-June 8, 2024. Over 11,900 students from 
690 schools, 44 states, and 25 international 
schools registered in the nationwide high 
school competition.

Haochen Wang from Jordan High School 
in Fulshear is a silver medalist.

During the 10 days of the USABO National 
Finals, students participated in intensive 
theoretical and practical tutorials. The high 
school students studied with leading U.S. 
biologists in the fields of cellular & molecular 
biology, plant anatomy & physiology, animal 
anatomy  and physiology, genetics and evo-
lution, ecology, ethology, and biosystematics. 

The young scholars were mentored 
by Kathy Frame, USABO Director. 
At the closing ceremony, Allen Lin, 
PhD (USABO ’05, ’06), Principal 
Scientist in Bioinformatics at 
Regeneron, presented the keynote 
address.

Wang has medaled multiple 
times at national-level tourna-
ments, including second in cell 

biology at SONI and first in experimental de-
sign at Bird Science Olympiad (BirdSO), and 
has earned more than 70 medals competing 
in high school. He has cowritten/written 8 
tests for Science Olympiad tournaments and 
CSE. Last summer, Wang contributed to re-
search on oxalate catabolism in plants at the 
Nakata lab. This is his third year participat-
ing in the USABO; he qualified for the top 50 
in 2022 and 2023. Wang won the academic 
achievement award at JHS. In his free time, 
Wang enjoys playing soccer with his friends 
and listening to instrumental music. 

HAOCHEN WANG
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BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Football season is heating up 
and before you know it the regular 
season will be here and with it 
come some exciting matchups 
from Katy ISD teams. 

There will be tons of intriguing 
matchups once district begins 
but even before then there will be 
some high quality games between 
top teams that will show who will 
be among the contenders early 
in the schedule and there’s lots 
to look forward to, including five 
games we should definitely be 
keeping our eyes on.

5. SEVEN LAKES VS. MEMORIAL 
     7 p.m. Aug. 30 at Tully Stadium

The Spartans get a shout here in an 
under the radar game, but one that has 
become a big rivalry between 
Seven Lakes and Memorial. 
The two teams will open the 
season against each other 
for the seventh straight 
year and it has been a 
very close, with every 
game over the past six 
years being decided by one score. 

The Spartans won last year's game 
that was a great one that went to over-
time, 35-28, and Shaan Patel put togeth-
er one of the best performances of his 
young high school career, throwing for 
220 yards and three touchdowns, while 
Ryan Fowler had three receptions for 
90 yards and a touchdown. It is looking 
to be another very good one again this 
year as the Spartans look to improve 
and get off to a hot start. 

4. MAYDE CREEK VS.  
     FORT BEND AUSTIN 
     7:30 p.m. Sept. 7 at Rhodes Stadium

No. 4 on the list, Mayde Creek takes 
on Fort Bend Austin in the second 
week of the season in a very intriguing 
matchup for the Rams. Mayde Creek 
is looking to continue improving on a 
season where they showed some strong 
play and improved from their previous 
few seasons. As an added fun part of 
the game, Mayde Creek head coach 
Mike Arogbonlo was the head coach of 
Fort Bend Austin until he resigned to 
become the quarterback coach at Dun-
canville in the spring of 2023. Austin 5-5 
last season and finished fifth in District 
20-6A. Mayde Creek went 3-7 last year 
and finished seventh in district. 

3. CINCO RANCH VS.  
     THE WOODLANDS 
      7:30 p.m. Aug. 31 at Rhodes Stadium

It will be a big one to start off the 
season between Cinco Ranch and the 
Woodlands, as the Cougars look to 

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Todd McVey couldn’t even get to sleep 
on Sunday night. 

He was too excited. Excited for new 
possibilities, excited to get back out on 
the field, excited for a new season of 
football. 

Tompkins got out on the field Monday 
for their first day of practice and it was 
full speed ahead for a team that is out to 
prove itself this year, and they got straight 
to work, stepping up in the first day of 
practice for a team that wants to fight for 
a top spot in district this year. 

“I got in bed at nine to wake up 
early and I just kept checking the clock, I 
couldn’t wait to get out here,” McVey said. 
“I just love that I get to come out here and 
coach these kids, I get chills just talking 
about it. It never not excites me, coming 
out here and seeing these kids get one 
percent better. And it will continue to get 
better every day, that’s why I love this.”

Tompkins comes off a 7-4 season 
where they made the bi-district round 
and has new faces all around the field. 
The players that return have stepped up 
and helped the new faces acclimate and 
been those leaders, that was big on day 
one as it got the whole team in the right 
mindset and set the standard that they 
will need all season.

“Those seniors that have been here 
were tremendous with that today, we 
have a crimson line standard and they’re 
the ones who came out and led the way 
to show everyone else what is expected,” 
McVey said. “Our young guys were figur-
ing out today things like, don’t walk from 
drill to drill, don’t ever give less than you 
would during the game and things like 
that. But they followed the example of the 
veterans because those guys were flying 
around and setting that standard.”

Justin Thierheimer has become one of 
the big leaders of the offense heading into 
his senior year. Thierheimer started four 
games for Tompkins last year and earned 
valuable experience and has contin-
ued to step up his game throughout the 
offseason. He battled an injury over the 
summer but was able to be ready to go 
for the first day of practice and it meant 
everything for him to be back out there 
with his team.

“It’s been a grind, but I’m just excited 
to be back,” Theirheimer said. “I wanted 
to be out here for the first day of practice 
for the guys and it was just great to be 
back in this environment and be compet-

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

Justin Thierheimer and Josh Davis at Monday’s Tompkins 
practice.

Tompkins 
excited and 
ready for 
new season

Three from Katy ISD named 
to All-State Baseball Team
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Three players from Katy ISD earned Class 
6A Blue Bell/Texas Sports Writers Association 
Baseball All-State honors on Friday for their 
efforts this spring in a strong year for Katy ISD 
baseball.

Cinco Ranch had two named to the team, 
with Lucas Franco earning a second team nod 
and Brock DeYoung being named honorable 
mention and Katy had one named to the team, 
as Connor Udland earned honorable mention 
honors on the team.

Franco and DeYoung were two of the big-
gest leaders in the clubhouse for a Cinco Ranch 

team that won its second straight District 19-6A 
Championships and went three rounds in 
the playoffs. Cinco had a record of 27-8-4 and 
made it to the third round of the playoffs for the 
second straight year.

Udland was one of the biggest keys to Katy’s 
success this year. The junior University of 
Houston commit had a breakout season and 
was named the district’s MVP for his efforts. He 
cemented himself as the ace of the Tigers' staff 
throughout the year and helped Katy reach the 
third round of the playoffs for the third straight 
year, with Katy finishing with a record of 25-12 
and second in District 19-6A.

Brock DeYoung hits 
during a Regional 
Quarterfinal between 
Cinco Ranch and 
Ridge Point.

TYLER TYRE 

See BASEBALL, page B3

See TOMPKINS, page B3

IN NON-DISTRICT FOOTBALL PLAY

GAMES TO GAMES TO 
WATCH FORWATCH FOR55

Top photo: Christian Bradford carries the ball 
during a game between Tompkins and Mayde 
Creek at Rhodes Stadium. Left: Ronnie Quinn 
runs downfield during a game between Katy and 
Tompkins at Rhodes Stadium.

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

See FOOTBALL, page B3

Shaan Patel throws a pass during 
a game between Seven Lakes and 

Memorial at Legacy Stadium.
DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES
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Your Productivity is Your Business.  Your Convenience is Ours.

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

ApexExecutiveSuites.com  •  281-363-1336

 Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
 Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
 Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307 ApexExecutiveSuites

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for 
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their 
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers 
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote 
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
• Staffed Reception Area
• Copy / Scan / Fax Access
• High Speed Internet
• Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

• Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
   Drinks
• Conference Rooms & Day Office
   Rental

STAFF REPORT

Last week, when they could have 
been anywhere but in a school building, 
nearly 300 Katy ISD student-athletes 
gathered to learn and grow as burgeon-
ing leaders.

Every summer, the district holds its 
annual Student Athlete Leadership Team 
(S.A.L.T.) conference, which is dedicat-
ed to enhancing students’ leadership 
skills and personal growth. The students 
represent all UIL sports played in Katy 
ISD and are nominated to participate 
by a member of their campus coaching 
staff for their leadership potential and 
commitment to excellence.

Lance Carter, Executive Director of 
Athletics for Katy ISD, welcomed the stu-
dents and expressed gratitude for their 
commitment to self-improvement.

“I want to thank all of you for giving 
your time to grow today as leaders,” he 
said.

He opened the day with a story 
shared by a district coach, who had been 

inspired by the leadership of one of his 
students.  

That student was Aidan Morrison, 
a recent Seven Lakes High School 
graduate and soccer standout. Aidan, a 
S.A.L.T. alumni, was named the 2023-24 
Gatorade Texas Boys Soccer Player of 
the Year, for the second consecutive 
year, and was part of the team that won 
two consecutive 6A state titles in boys 
soccer.

But beyond his individual and team 
accomplishments, Carter shared that 
Aidan was an intentional campus leader, 
taking time to build relationships with 
other students and staff in the soccer 
program at Seven Lakes. He engaged 
in generational leadership, building a 
lasting legacy that continues to inspire 
others to grow. 

“The impact you can have on some-
one can affect them forever,” Carter said, 
reflecting on Aidan's influence. 

Ken Gregorski, Katy ISD’s Superin-
tendent, opened the event by sharing 
that the district continues to invest in 

athletics in large part because of the 
essential life skills sports participation 
imparts upon students and the positive 
impact it plays on academic perfor-
mance. 

“You’re going to be leaders, help 
others, and make this a better commu-
nity for everybody,” he said. “Katy ISD 
students are the future, and we thank 
you for your continued efforts to grow 
and learn as student leaders.”

Stephen Mackey, founder and CEO 
of the 2Words character development 
program, served as the day’s keynote 
speaker and main facilitator. He chal-
lenged the students to reflect on what 
leadership meant to them, and through 
friendly competition and discussion, 
the students were able to learn from one 
another.

Approximately 15,000 students, or 
16% of Katy ISD’s total student popula-
tion, participate in a district sport at the 
junior high and high school level. Visit 
the Katy ISD Athletic webpage to learn 
more.

Katy ISD student-athletes learn, 
grow as leaders at S.A.L.T. conference

COURTESY KATY ISD 

Katy ISD Athletic Director Lance Carter talks during this summer's S.A.L.T. 
conference.

PHOTOS COURTESY KATY ISD

Student-athletes fill the tables at this summer's S.A.L.T. conference.

COURTESY KATY ISD 

Student-athletes and coaches talk during this summer's S.A.L.T. conference.
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ing again. I just can’t wait for the season.”
The defense is young as well, but the returners have 

been working to get people up to speed and ready to go for 
the season. While the defense is young it has playmakers 
and Tompkins believes they can be a very strong unit. 

“We always preach about being a team led team and 
how the players need to lead,” said senior safety Josh Davis. 
“This is the perfect example of that. The coaches lay it out 
for us but the players have to be those leaders on the field. 
The guys returning have all just taken it upon themselves 
to step up. We need to know everything from the first day. 
Every play call, know where everyone needs to be and hold 
people accountable.”

Tompkins was the only District 19-6A team to not have 
spring practice and who is practicing this summer a week 
early. That means extra time for players to make a name 
for themselves, stake a claim at a starting spot and fight 
for playing time. It will be a fun start to the season for the 
Falcons and they can’t wait to see what comes this year.

“We’re going to see who gets those spots as we go, 
because that’s what so fun about this time of year, we don’t 
know who is going to be in a lot of spots,” McVey said. “A lot 
of those guys were in the weight room every day and they 
look good. It’s just about putting it together out on the field 
now.”

from page B1
TOMPKINS

Tomball teammates C.J. Sampson 
and Cade Arrambide earned co-play-
ers of the year honors for the 6A after 
leading the Cougars to a state title 
and Tomball coach Doug Rush was 
named the classifications coach of 
the year. Sampson was 14-0 with a 
.75 ERA while Arrambide, who was 
named the Texas Gatorade Player of 
the Year. 

Following is the Class 6A Blue 
Bell/Texas Sports Writers Association 
All-State Team.

BLUE BELL/TSWA CLASS 6A  
ALL-STATE BASEBALL

First team 
Pitcher: C.J. Sampson, Tomball, 

soph.; Brady Coe, Allen, sr.; Jake Mad-
er-Cooper, Pearland, sr.

Reliever: Gavin McCullough, Lake 
Travis, sr.

Catcher: Cade Arrambide, Tom-
ball, sr.

First baseman: McClane Helton, 
Cypress Woods, sr.

Second baseman: Damian Landry, 
Pearland, sr.

Shortstop: Kayson Cunningham, 
San Antonio Johnson, jr.

Third baseman: Nano Mendoza, 
Frenship, sr.

Outfielders: JT Cienega, Weath-
erford, sr.; Braylon Payne, Fort Bend 
Elkins, sr.; Taylor Tracey, Dripping 
Springs, jr.

Designated hitter: Connor Digesu-
aldo, Round Rock, sr.

Co-players of the year: Sampson, 
Tomball; Arrambide, Tomball

Coach of the year: Doug Rush, 
Tomball

 
Second team

Pitchers: Karson Reeder, Tomball, 
soph.; Josh Glaser, Flower Mound 
Marcus, sr.; (tie) David Ramirez, Clear 
Falls, jr.; Kaleb Rogers, San Antonio 
Reagan, jr.  

Reliever: Ian Alper, Clear Creek, jr. 
Catcher: (tie) Homer Munoz, La 

Joya, sr.; Masato Chilcutt, San Antonio 
Johnson, jr.

First baseman: Blake Beheler, 
George Ranch, jr.

Second baseman: (tie) Lane Wood, 
Round Rock Westwood, sr. Chad Pan-
tuso, San Antonio Johnson, sr.

Shortstop: (tie) Theo Gillen, Austin 
Westlake, sr. Adrian Rodriguez, Flow-
er Mound Marcus, sr.

Third baseman: Lucas Franco, 

Katy Cinco Ranch, jr.
Outfielders: Christian Hallmark, 

San Antonio Brandeis, sr.; Jackson 
Gula, Round Rock Westwood, sr.; 
James Jorgensen, Dallas Jesuit, soph.

Designated hitter: Ryan Mason, 
San Antonio O’Connor, jr. 

 
Third team

Pitchers: Joaquin Cavazos, Los 
Fresnos, jr.; Jaden Barfield, Pearland, 
sr.; Kolby McBee, Waco Midway, sr.

Reliever: David Womack, Lake 
Travis, jr.

Catcher: (tie) Chris Alsobrooks, 
Round Rock, jr.; Luke Billings, Pros-
per, jr.; Tristen Bird, Dallas Jesuit, sr.

First baseman: (tie) Caleb Hoover, 
Rockwall-Heath, sr.; Colin Mulcahy, 
Houston Bellaire, sr.

Second baseman: Jabin Moore, 
Rockwall-Heath, sr.

Shortstop: Nico Partida, Pearland, 
jr.

Third baseman: Hunter Bullin, 
Rockwall-Heath, soph.

Outfielders: Ed Small, Austin 
Anderson, jr.; Will Van Wie, Houston 
Memorial, jr.; (tie) Caden Crofts, San 
Antonio Reagan, sr. Sam Erickson, 
Flower Mound Marcus, sr.

Designated hitter: Randy Carde-
nas, Hutto, sr.

 
Honorable mention

Pitchers: Landon Ammerman, 
Rockwall-Heath, jr.; Mason Bell, FW 
Boswell, jr.; Dillon Brandt, Dallas 
Jesuit, jr.; Austin Gaskins, Willis, sr.; 

Kadyn Leon, Lake Travis, sr.; Ridge 
Morgan, Round Rock Westwood, sr.; 
Marcos Paz, Hebron, jr.; John Reyna, 
Weslaco, fr.; AJ Ripley, Richardson 
Pearce, sr.; Cooper Rummel, Dripping 
Springs, jr.; Owen Skinner, Mansfield 
Legacy, jr.; Max Stammel, Highland 
Park, sr.; Santiago Tijerina, La Joya, sr.; 
Tyler Walton, San Antonio Johnson, 
sr.; Aiden White, Prosper, sr.; Connor 
Udland, Katy, jr.

Relief pitchers: Caleb Holifield, 
The Woodlands, jr.; Carson Reeves, 
Cedar Ridge, sr.

Catchers: Cody Cashon, Southlake 
Carroll, sr.; Jeffrey Claycomb, Rowlett, 
soph.; Peton Dulin, Cedar Ridge, sr.; 
Brandon Lang, Cypress Ranch, sr.; 
Jax Robinson, Waxahachie, soph.; Jett 
Vindiola, Weatherford, soph.; Juan JC 
Zepeda, Laredo Alexander, sr.

First basemen: Erich Daigle, The 
Woodlands, jr.; Ryan Everitt, Weslaco, 
sr.; Tristan Patterson, Deer Park, sr.; 
Issac Robles, Cy-Fair, soph.; Andre 
Wood, Vista Ridge, sr.

Second baseman: Jacob Ayala, 
South Grand Prairie, sr.; Dylan God-
dard, Round Rock, sr.; Maddox Me-
drano, Lake Travis, sr.; Shane Parker, 
Dallas Jesuit, soph.; Caden Schindler, 
Clear Creek, jr.; Caden Wellman, 
Kingwood, sr.

Shortstops: Jacob Ayala, South 
Grand Prairie, sr.; Benjamin Barre-
ra, Bridgeland, sr.; Jeter Battles, SA 
Reagan, sr.; Carlo Almendarez, Klein 
Cain, sr.; Bo Caraway, Cy-Fair, jr.; 
Brytton Clements, Laredo Alexander, 
sr.; Hudson Ellis, Round Rock, sr.; 
Sawyer Farr, Boswell, sr.; Jake Fults, 
Dallas Jesuit, sr.; Derek Garcia, Los 
Fresnos, jr.; Daniel Lopez, El Paso So-
corro, sr.; Coleman Ryan, Tomball, sr.; 
Lucas Zambrano, La Joya, sr.; Brock 
DeYoung, Katy Cinco Ranch, sr.; Kut-
ter Gage Webb, San Marcos, sr. 

Third basemen: Josh Arquette, 
Kingwood, sr.; Kaden McCoy, Humble 
Atascocita, sr.; Brody Mattox, Prosper, 
jr.; Logan Ramirez, Mansfield Lake 
Ridge, sr.; Isaac Robles, Cy-Fair, soph.; 
Jackson Salters, Houston Memorial, sr.

Outfielders: Josh Bandy, San 
Antonio Churchill, sr.; Mason Bell, 
FW Boswell, jr.; Tristan Bristow, SA 
Harlan, sr.; Chance Crawford, Bryan, 
sr.; Jackson Franks, Prosper, sr.; Luke 
Holt, New Braunfels, sr.; Matt Scott, 
Klein Oak, sr.; Myles Syptak, Brid-
geland, sr.; Garrett Wallace, Flower 
Mound Marcus, sr.; Braxton Van 
Cleave, Mansfield, jr.

prove they belong among the area and states best and will 
have that chance against a team that is always one of the 
powerhouses around Houston. Cinco looks to have a very 
high-powered offense and it will be exciting to see if they 
can keep up with the Highlanders and start the season off 
with a win. The Woodlands come off a 9-4 season where 
they went three rounds deep and lost to Duncanville in the 
third round. Cinco went 6-4 and only missed out on the 
playoffs in a tiebreaker last year.

2. TOMPKINS VS. BRIDGELAND,  
     7:30 p.m. Sept. 6 at Rhodes Stadium

Tompkins plays Bridgeland in non-district play for the 
third straight season and it is shaping up to be one of the 
best games in the early season as two teams who are very 
strong year in and year out battle in their final tune up 
before district. The two have split the series over the past 
two years, with Bridgeland taking it by just one score in a 
very exciting matchup where it wasn’t decided until the 
final moments and both teams bring back some very strong 
pieces.

Tompkins comes off a 7-4 year where they finished 
second in district and lost in the bi-district round while 
Bridgeland went 9-2, also losing in the bi-district round.

1. KATY VS. ATASCOCITA 
     7 p.m. Sept. 6 at Legacy Stadium

This might not be the most anticipated non-district 
matchup in Houston, but around Texas in week two and 
it will be a great early show between two of the strongest 
teams around the state.

Katy leads the all-time series between the two 5-1, but 
suffered their first ever loss to the Eagles last year 42-35. It 
was a crazy game where the Tigers had chances, Gunner 
Nelson threw for 137 yards and two touchdowns, Tremayne 
Hill ran for 60 yards and two touchdowns and Israel Olo-
tu-Judah had 24 yards receiving in the game, but Cardae 
Mack dominated the day for Atascocita with 192 yards 
rushing and three touchdowns. 

Katy comes off a 10-2 season and an area round ap-
pearance while Atascocita went 11-3 and made the fourth 
round of the playoffs.

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Marcus Gadlin runs the ball during a game between Katy and Cinco Ranch at 
Legacy Stadium. 

from page B1
FOOTBALL

Tremayne Hill carries the 
ball upfield during a game 
between Katy and Jordan at 
Legacy Stadium.

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL  
TO THE KATY TIMES

from page B1
BASEBALL

TYLER TYRE

Lucas Franco celebrates after hitting a 3-run double 
during a area round game between Cinco Ranch 
and Stratford at Cy-Lakes.
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ARE YOU ADVERTISING?
Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.
To advertise, call us at

281-391-3141

Ballast Point Construction Inc has an opening for a 
Project Estimator for Civil Construction Projects. The 
successful candidate will prepare and perform cost 
estimation of construction projects. Tasks for esti-
mation include but are not limited to takeoffs, labor 
costs, material costs, and equipment. Proven knowl-
edge of financial and project management principles 
Provided salary of $90,500. Requirements: Bachelor’s 
in civil, mechanical or similar engineering fields; 
Prior demonstrated ability in project estimations; 
Strong communication skills. Email resumes for 
consideration to jobs@ballastpointconstruction.com

SENIOR RE-
SEARCH ENGI-
NEERS – Deep 
Learning, BOT 
AUTO TX (Brook-
shire, TX). Des & 
train DL percept 
mod, lead & del 
proj, dev & maint 
data PL, opt prgm, 
finaliz test for inte-
gr. Req’s MS in 
EE or CS; 4 Yrs 
in DL, CV in auton 
veh indus. w/ dev 
percept mod of 
DL & CV, dev data 
PL, utilize CUDA 
prgm; w/ profic 
in PY, pytorch, 
C++, CUDA. Mail 
res to COS/Qian 
Chu, BOT AUTO 
TX INC, 2800 
Twinwood PKWY, 
BLDG 22, Brook-
shire, TX 77423, 
or email to recruit 
ing@bot.auto

850
HELP WANTED

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C,
Katy, Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City
Secretary; for furnishing all necessary materials,
equipment, superintendence, and labor for the construction
of the 3rd Street Drainage Improvements Project,
until 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, August 27, 2024. Bids will,
immediately thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud 
in the City of Katy Council Chambers.  Any bids received 
after closing time will be returned unopened.

The project involves drainage and paving improvements 
to 3rd Street between Airline Drive and Katyland Drive. 
Improvements include the installation of storm sewer pipe 
sizes ranging from 24” to 60”, 6’x4’ reinforced concrete box 
culverts, asphalt overlay, concrete paving, and all labor,
materials and equipment required to perform the work.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option 
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state 
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).
c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
 of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
 within the maximum amount specified for such
 company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids
received.  The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to 
the Owner.  Owner reserves the right to award the contract 
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Virtual Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held to review the scope of work.  The Pre-Bid Conference 
will be held at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 20, 2024.  

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87452201298
Meeting ID: 874 5220 1298 
Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or 
national origin.  Bidders on this work will be required to 
comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as 
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented 
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at 
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download 
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will 
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall 
be used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do so 
only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work and do 
not confer a license or grant for any other use. 

First Publication: Thursday, August 8, 2024
Second Publication: Thursday, August 15, 2024

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy,
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary;
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment,
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the
FY 2024 Water Line Replacement Project, until 11:00 
a.m. Tuesday, August 27, 2024.  Bids will, immediately 
thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud in the City 
of Katy Council Chambers.  Any bids received after closing 
time will be returned unopened.

The project involves the installation of approximately 3,700 
L.F. of 6” thru 8” water lines including valves, fire hydrants,
services connections as well as all labor, equipment,
materials, and incidentals required for the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option 
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state 
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).
c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
 of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
 within the maximum amount specified for such
 company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids
received.  The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to 
the Owner.  Owner reserves the right to award the contract 
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Virtual Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held to review the scope of work.  The Pre-Bid Conference 
will be held at 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 20, 2024.  

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83081483522
Meeting ID: 830 8148 3522 
Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or 
national origin.  Bidders on this work will be required to 
comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as 
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented 
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at 
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download 
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will 
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall 
be used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do so 
only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work and do 
not confer a license or grant for any other use. 

First Publication: Thursday, August 8, 2024
Second Publication: Thursday, August 15, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to satisfy landlord’s 
lien.

Sale to be held ONLINE at Storagetreasures.com

The facility is Langham Creek Mini Storage 18619 FM 529 
RD. Cypress, TX 77433 Bidding will open at 10:00 a.m. on 
August 9, 2024, and end at 10:00 a.m. on August 16, 2024. 
Cleanup and removal deposit will be required. The seller 
reserves the right to withdraw the property at any time
before the sale ends. Unit items are sold as-is to the
highest bidder for cash. The property includes contents
of space of the following tenants: Christopher Adams,
Mohammed Raza, Hector J Silva, Michel Gonzalez, Amy 
Mari Schnettler, Bill and Linda Kuts-Cheraux, Ricardo D 
Castillo, Alejandro Jesus Ybarra, Johnathan W Wilson, 
Yaquelin Patino, Darrell Scranton, Leson Wilson, Bryan J 
Sumicek, Donta Polk/Horizon Works, Stephanie Latimore.

August 1
Puzzle Answers

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983

130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Find out what all your
friends are talking about

YOUR YOUR NEWS.
YOUR YOUR WAY. THE KATY TIMES

Follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access to

THETHE
KATY TIMESKATY TIMES

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 4-10, 2024

AUCTION
John Ewers Estate / No Water Farms – Real Estate 
& Equipment Auction, August 16 & 17, Stratford, TX. 
Visit capauctions.com or call 888-300-0005 for more. 

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.  

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE

THIS SPACE JUST 
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141

debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

BUSINESS SERVICES FINANCIAL SERVICES

We enable our customers to process credit cards 
anytime, anywhere, at the office or on the go.

Let me help you improve your bottom line!

Trudy King
Global Payments

Trudy@TrudyKing.com
832-724-7440

Named the sales executive with the best 
customer service for the last 10 years.

TAX CONSULTANTS

At Bent Arrow Consulting, we combine our 
deep knowledge of property tax law with a 
personalized approach to each client’s unique 
needs. Our team is committed to delivering:
 • Property Tax Compliance & Filings
 • Negotiations & Tax Appeals
 • Accruals & Budgets
 • Tax Bill Audits
 • Appraisals and Valuations
 • Estate Planning
 • SEC Reserves

Damien Larson
512-797-9785      damien@bentarrow.net

Please contact us if you have $1,000 or more to invest.

Bank-issued, 
FDIC-insured %

APY*

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1916O-A AECSPAD 22257083

A place to help grow your money for a rainy day

1-year 5.3
Finding a great rate on a CD is nice, but to get the most from 
your CDs, you need a strategy. Get in touch to learn more.

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/28/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) 
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability 
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the 
prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. 
Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow 
interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Nathan Saurage, AAMS™, CRPC™
Financial Advisor
5538 South Peek Road
Katy, TX 77450
281-371-0025

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy and Jordan both earned 
a spot in Dave Campbell’s Texas 
Football Class 6A Preseason Rank-
ings, which came out in July, with 
Katy ending up just outside the top 
10 and Jordan sneaking in as one of 
the final teams in the rankings.

Katy led the way for Katy ISD, 
coming in at No. 11 overall in the 
preseason rankings, one of the 
lower rankings the Tigers have 
been given in many years. 

The Tigers come off a season 
where they went 10-2 and won 
district for the third year in the 
row, but were ousted in the second 
round of the playoffs by Cy-Fair, 
the Tigers' earliest playoff exit 
since 2001. 

Katy returns five starters on 
offense and three on defense, but 
have plenty of talent coming back. 
Offensively, Tremayne Hill leads 
the way coming back stronger 
and faster at running back in his 
junior year and the duo of Israel 
Olotu-Judah and Cade McCall are 
playmakers at wide receiver. Gun-
ner Nelson showed some strong 
flashes at quarterback as a junior 
and is back to lead things as well. 
Defensively Katy returns named 
like Jeremiah Smith, Jacob Hilton 
and Adam Carter and there will be 
high expectations for the unit.

Jordan came in at No. 40 in 
Class 6A, being ranked in the pre-
season for the first time.

The Warriors come off the best 
season in their young history. The 
Warriors went 7-4 overall and 5-3 
in district play, finishing fourth 
and clinching a playoff appearance 
for the first time in history, making 
the bi-district round before falling 
to Fort Bend Hightower, a team 
that went four rounds deep in the 
playoffs. 

Jordan returns some big 
players, including six starters on 
offense and seven on defense. The 
Warriors should have one of the 
most high powered offenses in the 
area, led by Andrew Marsh, one 
of the best receivers in the state, 
along with a duo of Chad Gasper 
and Tanner West in the backfield 
and Domenic Cangolosi stepping 
in at quarterback. The team's de-
fense has talent all around the field 
as well, including Brayden Coffie, 
Zion Jones, Jimmy Phrisco Phillips, 
and Zach Taylor.

Katy was the fourth highest 
ranked Houston area team, behind 
North Shore, Summer Creek and 
Atascocita. In total there were 17 
Houston area teams ranked in the 
preseason top 50.

DeSoto earned top honors, 
followed by Duncanville, North 
Shore, Westlake and North Crow-
ley to round out the top five.

Following is the top 10 of the 
Dave Campbell Texas Football 
Class 6A Preseason Rankings

1. DeSoto 
2. Duncanville
3. North Shore
4. Austin Westlake
5. North Crowley
6. Summer Creek
7. Southlake Carroll
8. Lake Travis
9. Humble Atascocita
10. Cibolo Steele

Katy, Jordan ranked in preseason football poll

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Katy fans cheer during a Class 6A-Division II Region III Final between Katy and C.E. King at NRG Stadium.

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Above: Zechariah Sample, Andrew Marsh and Tanner West celebrate after a touchdown during a 
game between Jordan and Morton Ranch at Legacy Stadium. Left, top: Cade McCall catches a pass 
during a game between Katy and Jordan at Legacy Stadium. Left, bottom: Andrew Marsh walks into 
the endzone during a game between Jordan and Morton Ranch at Legacy Stadium.
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Schedule online at houstonmethodist.org/pcg/west-houston
or call 713.394.6638.
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HOUSTON METHODIST
PRIMARY CARE GROUP 
IN WEST HOUSTON

10

18700 Katy Fwy.
Medical Offi ce Building 3, Suite 403
Houston, TX 77094

WEST HOUSTON
Expanding Our Team of Leaders in Primary Care
Maria Agustina Cerana, MD, and Insia Hashmi, MD, are internal medicine physicians 
committed to providing compassionate, personalized care with open communication 
and mutual respect.

Drs. Cerana and Hashmi join Houston Methodist Primary Care Group in West Houston, 
where they will be seeing new and existing patients in person and virtually. 

Their expertise includes: WELCOMING
Insia 

Hashmi, MD
Internal Medicine

WELCOMING
Maria Agustina 

Cerana, MD 
Internal Medicine

• Acute and chronic care

• Annual physicals

• Anxiety and depression

• Diabetes

• Health screenings

• High blood pressure

• High cholesterol

• Preventive care

• Routine immunizations

• Weight management 

STAFF REPORT

The University of Houston Men’s 
Basketball program will face Auburn 
during The Battleground 2k24 inside 
Toyota Center on Saturday, Nov. 9.

Tipoff time, ticket information 
and broadcasting network will be 
announced at a later date. Fans 
should stay tuned to Houston Men’s 
Basketball social media sites @
UHCougarMBK for the latest infor-
mation.

The game will be part of a dou-
bleheader with Rice facing Florida 
State in the first game.

It also will be the first game in 
a two-year series against Auburn. 
The Cougars meet the Tigers inside 
Legacy Arena in Birmingham, Ala., 

during the 2025-26 season.
“We are very excited about The 

Battleground 2k college hoops 
series and the opportunity that this 
premier sports platform presents 
to combine great competition with 
community in both Houston and 
Birmingham,” USE President Rhossi 
Carron says. “Both events will focus 
on empowering and improving the 
lives of kids in those communities 
and helping the participating stu-
dent-athletes develop their passion 
for giving back in a genuine way. We 
look forward to utilizing The Bat-
tleground 2k basketball platform to 
impact the lives of children in these 
great cities."

This marks the second straight 
season in which the Cougars – under 

the leadership of 2024 National 
Coach of the Year Kelvin Sampson 
– will compete inside Toyota Center. 
A year ago, Houston enjoyed a 70-66 
win over rv/rv Texas A&M during 
The Halal Guys Showcase on Dec. 
16, 2023.

Guard Emanuel Sharp led the 
Cougars with 21 points and five 
3-pointers and added six rebounds 
with a steal on the way to being 
named the game’s Most Valuable 
Player. With the shot clock winding 
down and the Cougars clinging 
to a 2-point lead, Sharp buried a 
3-pointer with less than 30 seconds 
remaining to extend Houston’s 
advantage and later drained a pair 
of free throws with only five seconds 
left for the final margin of victory.

UH to face Auburn in Toyota Center

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Houston Cougars guard Jamal Shead (1) moves the ball during an NCAA college basketball game between the Houston Cougars and the Montana Grizzlies on 
November 24, 2023 in Houston. Houston won, 79-44.

Katy’s Adam Carter 
named Dave Campbell’s 
Player to Know list
STAFF REPORT

Katy senior defensive 
lineman and kicker/punter 
Adam Carter picked up a big 
accolade this preseason as he 
was named a need to know 
player in Class 6A by Dave 
Campbell’s Texas Football.

Carter was named to the 
team as a punter heading 
into his senior year. He was 
a huge part of Katy’s defense 
last year with his work on the 
defensive line and was one of 
the best punters in the state, 
being named to the Class 6A 
All-State and first team all 
district as a punter. Carter 
averaged 42.44 yards on punts 
last year with three going over 
60 yards and five going over 50 
yards. He added 30 tackles and 
six tackles for losses with two 
sacks, 10 quarterback hits and 
eight quarterback hurries as 
he was a very strong defensive 
player as well.

Carter will be right in the 
middle of things for Katy again 
this year and big things are 
expected from his final season 
in high school. 

Following is the full Need to 
Know List for Class 6A

Offense
QB: Kaleb Bailey, Galena 

Park North Shore
RB: Deondrae Riden, 

DeSoto
RB: Javian Osborne, Forney
WR: Kakorien Moore, 

Duncanville
WR: Jalen Cooper, Cibolo 

Steele
TE: Jack Van Dorselaer, 

Southlake Carroll
OL: Jonte Newman, Brid-

geland
OL: Connor Carty, Prosper
OL Dramodd Odoms, 

Houston Lamar
OL: Michael Fasusi, 

Lewisville
OL: Henry Fenuku, North 

Crowley
UTIL: Tory Blaylock, 

Atascocita
K: Noah McGough, Dallas 

Jesuit

Defense
DL: Keylan Abrams, DeSoto
DL: Landon Rink, Cy-Fair
DL: Chad Woodford, Sum-

mer Creek
DL: Sheldon Rice, Fulshear
LB: Elliott Schaper, Austin 

Westlake
LB: Riley Pettijohn, McK-

inney
LB: Ke’Breion Winston, 

Lancaster
DB: Devin Sanchez, North 

Shore
DB: Dorian Brew, Conroe
DB: Cobey Sellers, Shadow 

Creek
DB: Tyren Polley, Duncan-

ville
UTIL: Cam’Ren-Chance 

Brooks, Lake Travis
P: Adam Carter, Katy

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Jeremiah Smith and Adam Carter converge 
on Clear Springs Kaleb Maryland during 
Saturday's game between Katy and Clear 
Springs at Rhodes Stadium.
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