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Pictured at the September 10 ribbon cutting conducted by the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce for Memorial Hermann Katy’s expansion at 23900 Katy Freeway are 
(left to right) Dr. David Hall, Dr. Joey Bluhm, Dr. John Harvin, Dr. Khalid Almoosa, Jerry Ashworth, Vivien Bond, Seleria Fletcher, Janie Mooneyhan, Joseph Casciotti, Dr. 
Randal Camarillo, Madison Banks and Kim Peikert.

Briones to unveil ‘All in 4’ plan for East Katy
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Harris County Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Lesley Briones will unveil the recommen-
dations for "All in 4 Katy East: A Precinct 4 
Community Plan" at a family-friendly event 
to be held at the Steve Radack Community 
Center on September 14 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
The Radack Community Center is located at 
18650 Clay Road in Houston. 

The free festivities will include food 
trucks, face painting, lawn games, Bolly-
wood dancers, kids' crafts, and a balloon 
artist. The Precinct 4 Planning department 
will reveal recommendations for education 
and economic opportunity, infrastructure 
and sustainability, justice and safety and 
health.    During this workshop – the third 
in a series -- the Harris County Precinct 

Council to hold 
public hearing 
and meeting to 
adopt proposed 
budget, tax rate
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

In Monday night’s meeting of the Katy city coun-
cil, members voted unanimously to approve a public 
hearing and meeting to adopt the proposed 2024-2025 
city budget and a proposed tax rate of $0.425.  The 
hearing will be held on September 23 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C.

In other action, council:
• Voted unanimously to terminate the disaster 

declaration which the mayor issued on July 11, 2024, 
following Hurricane Beryl.

• Voted unanimously to award a $412,778.65 bid for 
a water line replacement project to McKinney Con-
struction, Inc. of Houston.  The project will affect the 
Pineview Terrace neighborhood.

• Voted unanimously to award a $2,583,039.00 bid 
for Third Street drainage improvements to AR Turnkee 
Construction Company of Houston.  The project also 
includes the addition of a sidewalk and an additional 
113 parking spots along the south side of the street, 
officials said.

• Approved a construction change order request 
for $4,401.36 for work related to the 10th Street Bridge 
replacement project.  Officials said that signage related 
to the project is “confusing” and would be improved, 
among other adjustments to the project.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Chris Harris recommended placement of 
additional signage on Avenue D south of 10th Street 
informing drivers of the change.

• Designated Mayor Dusty Thiele and Councilmem-
ber Gina Hicks as the representative and alternate for 
the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC).  Hicks 
will be replacing Councilmember Janet Corte. Harris 
said that during her time with H-GAC, Corte had 
“brought lots of money back to the city” in projects 
and thanked her for her contributions.

In council member reports:
• Councilmember Rory Robertson announced 

that the city-run Katy Dog Park located at 5414 Franz 
Road in Katy would be temporarily closed starting on 
September 23, so that the pond could be drained and 
cleaned.  

• Councilmember Gina Hicks announced that a 
ribbon cutting would be held at Hutsell Elementary 
School, 5360 Franz in Katy, on September 26 to show-
case the new renovations at the campus and that a rib-
bon cutting for the new murals in Katy’s historic town 

See PLAN, page A3

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Harris County Precinct 4 Commissioner Lesley Briones speaks on the launch of a mobility plan for East 
Katy during a “listening circle” event at Houston Community College,22910 Colonial Parkway in Katy 
on November 4, 2023.

CITY OF KATY

Phase I of emergency 
center, surgical department 
expansion complete

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 
celebrated the upcoming opening of 
its expanded Emergency Center and 
Surgical Department with a ribbon 

cutting and open house on Septem-
ber 10 at the medical campus at 23900 
Katy Freeway in Katy.  

“Today we celebrate and recognize 

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 
hits another expansion milestone

See KATY, page A3

See HOSPITAL, page A3

Police seize drugs, cash from 
multiple Brookshire locations

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

With additional reporting 
by Brookshire correspondent 
Sherrel Rogers.

Over the past week, the 
Austin County Regional 
Special Response Team (SRT) 
executed multiple search and 
arrest warrants as a result 
of a long-term investigation 
led by the Westside Narcot-
ics Task Force (HIDTA), the 
office of the task force said in 
a September 6 press release.   
The press release was also 
published on the Austin 
County Sheriff’s Office Face-
book page.

The investigation began 
when Task Force Officers 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUSTIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Illegal drugs and U.S. currency were seized from several 
locations in Brookshire during the first week of September in 
a joint operation conducted by the Austin County Regional 
Special Response Team (SRT) and the Westside Narcotics Task 
Force (HIDTA).  Seven suspects were arrested. See DRUGS, page A3

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

(FORT BEND COUNTY, 
TEXAS) — The Fort Bend County 
Sheriff's Office (FBCSO) placed 
Austin Mapes, 18, in custody for 
Criminally Negligent Homicide.

On August 22, 2024, at approxi-
mately 11:06 pm, FBCSO deputies 
were dispatched to the 3000 block 
of Bent Grass Drive in Katy, Fort 
Bend County, Texas, regarding a victim with a gunshot 
wound.

Upon arrival, deputies found an 18-year-old male 
deceased inside the residence. The investigation re-
vealed the victim, James Wisniewski, was a guest at the 
residence.

Man in custody 
following homicide 
investigation

AUSTIN 
MAPES

See ARREST, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Language group with Iranian
      influence
  5. No seats available
  8. Health insurance
      organization
11. Having a strong sharp smell
      or taste
13. Defunct European economic
      organization
14. Dutch word for “language”
15. Hard to penetrate
16. When you’ll get there
17. Iranian city
18. Small fishes
20. Dry white wine drink
21. Turkish city
22. U.S.-born people
25. Synthetic resin
30. Major nerve in human body
31. Type of recording
32. Small drum
33. Alters
38. General’s assistant (abbr.)
41. Venezuelan capital
43. Free of deceit
45. Member of Ancient Hebrew
      nation
48. Competition
49. Launch an attack on
50. Cavalry sword
55. Spiritual leader

56. One point east of due south
57. Afflicted
59. Database management system
60. Snakelike fish
61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
      congregation
62. Small drink
63. Not wet
64. Impudence

CLUES DOWN
  1. Father
  2. Performed perfectly
  3. Ribosomal ribonucleic acid
  4. Thin, compact object
  5. One attempting to find
      something
  6. No longer working
  7. Egg-shaped wind instrument
  8. Book of Genesis character
  9. Volcanic craters
10. Brand of American
      automobile (slang)
12. Hip hop icon Kool Moe __
14. Bangladeshi monetary unit
19. Self-immolation by fire ritual
23. Family of genes
24. Et __: indicates further
25. Pacific Standard Time
26. S. American wood sorrel 
27. Women’s __ movement
28. Chinese hoopster Ming
29. Layers of rock

34. Patriotic women’s group
35. Solid water
36. Shade of brown
37. Very fast airplane
39. Put clothes on
40. Quality of one’s character
41. Time zone
42. Primates
44. Pleasantly

45. Metrical feet
46. Rogue
47. German river
48. Relieves from
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Those who resist authority
58. Criticize

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

MEET
CHARMING!

Our Purrfectly Named 
Adoptable Cat!

There’s no other name 
that could suit this sweet 
feline better than Charm-
ing. With his delightful 
personality and irresistible 
charm, Charming is ready 
to steal your heart and 
find his forever home.

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

(281) 881-0466  |  ktxwindowcleaning.com

Find out 
what all your 
friends are 

talking about 
- follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access 

to  
The Katy 
Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.

COMMUNITY

‘Shakespeare-by-the-Book’ festival returns after 19 years
CONTRIBUTED REPORT 

RICHMOND, TEXAS -- After a 
19-year hiatus, Fort Bend County 
Libraries announces the return of 
the Shakespeare-by-the-Book Fes-
tival this fall. In conjunction with 
The Live Oak Playhouse, Fort Bend 
County Libraries will present live 
theatrical performances of William 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night – an 
uproariously funny romantic com-
edy with a 1980s twist -- at George 
Memorial Library, 1001 Golfview 
Dr. in Richmond on Saturdays 
and Sundays, October 5 and 6 and 
October 12 and 13, beginning at 
1:30 p.m., in the library’s Jodie E. 
Stavinoha Amphitheater. 

The festival will feature a very 
“1980s retro neon” version of 
“Twelfth Night,” directed by Joseph 
“Chepe” Lockett with The Live Oak 

Playhouse. A thorough “Bardola-
ter,” he has acted in or directed 25 
of Shakespeare’s 38 plays. Artistic 
production is also provided by The 
Live Oak Playhouse.

A retro romp of mistaken iden-
tities and happy endings, “Twelfth 
Night” is packed with mix-ups, 
disguises, and romantic shenan-
igans. The play begins when a 
ferocious storm leaves twins, Viola 
and Sebastian, shipwrecked and 
separated for most of the play. 
Thinking Sebastian drowned in the 
storm, Viola must make her way 
on her own, disguises herself as a 
young man named Cesario, and 
enters the service of Duke Orsino. 
The duke is in love with Countess 
Olivia and instructs Cesario to 
plead his suit to the reluctant Ol-
ivia. Upon meeting Viola/Cesario, 
Olivia falls in love with her, think-

ing she is a man. Meanwhile, Viola 
has fallen in love with Orsino, cre-
ating a love triangle and a riotous 
disorder full of misunderstandings 
and mistaken identities.

“Taking a play written 400 years 
ago and pairing it with styles and 
music from the 1980s may seem 
odd at first, but it’s right in line 
with Shakespeare’s practice,” says 
director Joseph “Chepe” Lockett, 
who also compares the library’s 
outdoor amphitheater to the 
original Shakespeare experience 
for London audiences in the early 
1600s. “In fact, Shakespeare’s own 
audiences sat outdoors for daytime 
performances, much as today’s 
audience does at the library.” 

During its previous 18-year 
run from 1987 to 2005, Fort Bend 
County Libraries’ Shakespeare-by-
the-Book Festival was a popular 

family event drawing people from 
around the state, introducing 
many theatergoers of all ages to 
the literary work of William Shake-
speare in a way that was under-
standable and entertaining.

“We are very excited to have 
the opportunity to bring the 
Shakespeare-by-the-Book Festival 
back to the library,” says Monique 
Franklin, Interim Library Direc-
tor. “Many people received their 
first introduction to the works of 
William Shakespeare through the 
library’s original Shakespeare-by-
the-Book performances so many 
years ago. We hope those same 
theatergoers will now return with 
their children and grandchildren 
for this new chapter of the festival.”

The Live Oak Playhouse is a non-
profit community-theater group in 
Missouri City that is dedicated to en-

riching their audiences by present-
ing entertaining, thought-provoking 
experiences, first-hand involvement, 
and arts education.

Part of Fort Bend County Librar-
ies’ “On Stage at the George” series, 
the live theatrical performances are 
presented free to the public.

Seating in the outdoor theater 
is concrete, so theatergoers are en-
couraged to bring stadium seats or 
cushions. Beach and lawn chairs 
will be allowed ONLY in two des-
ignated rows of the amphitheater, 
and space is available strictly on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Glass 
bottles and alcoholic beverages are 
not permitted.

For more information, see the 
Fort Bend County Libraries web-
site (fortbend.lib.tx.us) or call the 
library system’s Communications 
Office at 281-633-4734.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Watch ‘The Greatest 
Showman’ in Katy’s historic 

town square on September 14
Welcome to the greatest show 

on earth! Join in on Saturday, 
September 14 for an unforgettable 
evening of music, dance, and pure 
spectacle as the City of Katy cele-
brates The Greatest Showman! The 

movie starts promptly 
at 6 p.m. in Katy’s 
historic town square at 
Avenue C and Second 
Street. Sing along to 
award-winning songs 
and dance along 
with the movie while 
enjoying fresh popcorn 

and cotton candy.  Feeling hungry? 
Head over to the food trucks on 
Avenue C for a variety of delicious 
bites. Don't forget to cool down 
with your favorite flavor of ice 
cream and test your skills with 
one of the carnival-themed games. 
Bring your blankets and lawn 
chairs, and make yourself com-
fortable!  This is a night you won't 
want to miss. Gather your friends 
and family for this free event!

Join Jus Coz at Toddy Oaks 
on September 14 benefiting 

PugHearts Houston Pug 
Rescue

JusCoz Band performs Classic 
Rock from the 80s to the 2000s 
(Aerosmith to ZZ Top) and is 
donating all proceeds from the 
sale of tickets for their September 
14 show to benefit and raise funds 
for a very special Pug Rescue of 
Houston (and one dear to the 
Toddy Oaks’ family) -- PugHearts 
of Houston Pug Rescue. PugHearts 

has over 200 pugs in 
foster care right 

now and many 
of their fosters 
will be there 
to meet you. 

Just note that 
you must be 
pre-approved 

by PugHearts 
before you can 
adopt. Dogs 

welcome on 
leashes! Re-
served seat-
ing begins 

at 6:30 p.m. and showtime is at 8 
p.m. **Please note when purchas-
ing a VIP table: you only need one 
ticket confirmation recipient for 
the entire table. The ticket includes 
admission for the number of seats 
at the table.** People under the 
age of 21 are not permitted on the 
property after 6 p.m. on concert 
nights and after dark on non-con-
cert nights. Exceptions can be 
made for privately booked events 
with some stipulations as long as 
they are approved by management 
in writing prior to the event.  Toddy 
Oaks is located at 20120 Franz Rd, 
Katy.  For more information, go to 
toddyinc.net.

Amazing Place West to 
host inaugural dinner on 

September 17 at Beckendorff 
Farms

Amazing Place West, the area’s 
non-profit focused exclusively 
on helping families with the 
challenges of dementia and 
Alzheimer’s, which will soon 
open its new Katy location near 
S. Fry and Kingsland, will host its 

inaugural dinner at Beckendorff 
Farms,28533 Morton Road in 
Katy on September 17th at 6:30 
p.m.  The keynote speaker will 
be Dan Buettner, Jr., of the Blue 
Zones Project.  For tickets and 
more information, please visit 
amazingplacehouston.org.

Katy Cares’ annual  
fundraising gala is set for 

September 27
Break out your boots and 

bling for the eighth annual gala 
for Katy Cares starting at 6 p.m. 
on September 27 at Beckendorff 
Farms, 28533 Morton Road in 
Katy. Enjoy mouth-watering BBQ 
and other delicious cuisines, 
signature starters, desserts, wine 
and beer – a culinary experience 
you won’t want to miss! Dance 
to the upbeat vibe of Nowhere 
But Up, featuring top 40 songs, 
country, pop, rock, R&B, disco and 
Tejano.  Katy Cares is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization founded 
in 2016 as a solution-driven 
response to the community’s most 
vulnerable population – single-

parent families who are victims of 
trauma due to a life-altering event 
such as separation, divorce, abuse, 
intimidation, domestic violence, 
financial challenge caused by loss 
of employment, income, child 
support, and/or a natural disaster.  
For more information, go to 
katycares.org/gala.

2024 Walk to End  
Alzheimer’s will take place 

September 28 
Sign up for a two-mile walk and 

fight against Alzheimer’s at LaCen-
terra at Cinco Ranch, 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy, on September 
28. There is no cost to participate, 
but personal donations are en-
couraged. All funds raised through 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s further 
the care, support and research 
efforts of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation.  The event begins at 7:30 
a.m. with registration, followed 
by the opening ceremony at 8:15 
a.m. and the walk at 8:30 a.m.  For 
more information please contact 
Fredy Batres at 713-314-1330  or 
alztexwalk@alz.org.
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The FORT BEND-WALLER COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 3  will hold a 
public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on Wednesday, September 25, 2024, 
at 12:00 p.m. at Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Houston, TX. 
Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the 
tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 
tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information 
about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Justin Graham, Charles K Chapline, Michael Salinas,
 Wesley Frommel, Martha Blecher

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.91000 /$100  $0.85000 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed
 
Difference in rates per $100 of value  $-0.06000 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -6.59%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $429,138.00  $462,887.00

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
      disabled person’s exemptions) $0.00   $0.00

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $429,138.00  $462,887.00

Tax on average residence homestead $3,905.16  $3,934.54

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
  proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $29.38
  and percentage of increase (+/-)  0.75%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than
3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and
maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code. 

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at
281-482-0216.

The Fort Bend County 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
performed a postmortem 
examination and listed the 
manner of death as homicide.

A warrant for Criminally 
Negligent Homicide was 

obtained by the Fort Bend 
County District Attorney’s 
Office. Subsequently, Austin 
Mapes turned himself in to 
the Fort Bend County Jail 
where he was booked on the 
charge. His bond has been 

set at $100,000.
"This is truly a tragic 

incident," said Sheriff Eric 
Fagan. "Our thoughts and 
deepest sympathies go out 
to the victim’s loved ones 
during this difficult time."

About the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office
The Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office was founded in 1837 and is the largest and most 

diverse law enforcement agency in Fort Bend County. The Sheriff’s Office has over 900 
employees, including 615 sworn peace officers and 22 reserve volunteer deputies dedicated 
to protecting and serving nearly 900,000 Fort Bend County residents. Among the 10 
fastest-growing counties in the nation, Fort Bend covers 885 square miles and includes 21 
unincorporated communities.

from page A1
ARREST

square at Avenue C and Second Street 
would be held after that.  She also said 
that a ceremony commemorating 9/11 
would be held at City Hall at 8:30 a.m. 
on September 11.

• Councilmember Dan Smith 
noted that the Rice Harvest Festival, to 
be held October 12-13, is one month 

away and that entries are still being 
accepted for the parade which will be 
October 5.

Special recognitions were present-
ed to:

• The Katy Business Association, 
in honor of the organization’s fortieth 
anniversary (see related story on A4).

• The Star of Destiny Chapter of the 
National Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, affirming 
the week of September 17-23, 2024, as 
“Constitution Week.”

The next meeting of city council 
will be September 23 at 6:30 p.m. at 
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy.

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

In commemoration of the 237th anniversary of the U.S. Constitution, members of the Katy Star of Destiny Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution receive 
the Proclamation for Constitution Week, September 17-23, 2024, read by Councilmember Rory Robertson and presented by Mayor Dusty Thiele at Monday’s City 
Council meeting.  Pictured (left to right) are Susan Stormer, Jan Vance, Thiele, Laurel Cull, Robertson and Claudia Stokes.

from page A1
KATY

received information 
indicating that narcotics 
were being distributed from 
several locations in the 
Brookshire area to include 
multiple residences and 
a business. SRT and Task 
Force Officers executed 
four search warrants and 
multiple arrest warrants 
during the operations. As 
a result, seven defendants 
were arrested and charged 
with multiple felonies to 
include Manufacture/
Delivery of a Controlled 
Substance, Possession of a 
Controlled Substance, with 
several more felony charges 

on multiple defendants 
pending. 

Cocaine, marijuana, 
methamphetamine, and 
United States currency were 
seized during the opera-
tions. 

Task Force Officers also 
recovered stolen items 
including a truck, skid steer, 
and firearms. The defen-
dants were identified as the 
following, Ivan Barrura (37), 
Melesio Oviedo (42), Sonny 
Baker (53), Jonte Grant (47), 
Curte Bailey (37), Antoinette 
Stewart (46), and Glenn 
Evans (38). The defendants 
were booked into the Waller 

County Jail without incident. 
The Westside Narcot-

ics Task Force covers four 
counties and is comprised 
of investigators from the 
Austin County Sheriff’s 
Office, Bellville PD, Sealy 
PD, Hempstead PD, Waller 
County Sheriff’s Office, Fay-
ette County Sheriff’s Office, 
Colorado County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the United States 
Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration. 

The Waller County 
Sheriff’s Office Patrol, K9, 
and Drone divisions assisted 
with the arrest / search war-
rant operation.

from page A1
DRUGS

To learn more about this Precinct 4 Community 
Plan and to see a study map of the area, go to cp4.
harriscountytx.gov/Infrastructure/Planning-Community-
Development/Community-Plans/Katy-East-Community-
Plan-and-Mobility-Study.

4 Planning team will also 
seek input on the draft 
recommendations from the 
community. 

All in 4 Katy East: A Pre-
cinct 4 Community Plan is 
approximately a nine-month 
process which started in 
the Fall of 2023 to set a 
shared vision that strives to 
enhance the quality of life 
for all residents within the 
study area, according to the 

county website.   The plan 
covers a portion of the east 
part of the greater Katy area, 
south of Clay Road, west of 

Highway 6, east of Katy Fort 
Bend Road, and north of 
Cinco Ranch and the Barker 
Reservoir.

from page A1
PLANS

the culmination of many months of planning and count-
less hours of preparation to make these units a reality,” 
said Jerry Ashworth, senior vice president and CEO of 
Memorial Hermann Katy and Memorial Hermann Cy-
press hospitals.  “Across the Memorial Hermann Health 
System, we work every day to create healthier communi-
ties through personalized care. I cannot think of a better 
way to provide personalized care to the patients of the 
Katy area and beyond than through this much needed 
expansion.”

In Phase I, the Emergency Center doubled in size 
to 40,000 square feet and added additional treatment 
rooms, including two state-of-the-art trauma rooms, an 
additional CT scanner, upgraded equipment and more. 
Additionally, the project added three operating rooms, 
with shell space to add up to three more.  Phase II will 
include renovations to the existing Emergency Center 
and is expected to be finished in late summer 2025.  
HKS Architects, M Strategic Partners and Tellepsen are 
partners on the project.

“Memorial Hermann Katy is currently a Level III 
Trauma Center and will pursue a Level II Trauma 
Center designation in the near future due to increasing 
volumes and the need for a higher-level of trauma care 
in the community,” said Vivien Bond, chief operating 
officer for Memorial Hermann Katy, who is managing 
the expansion project.  “Our newly expanded units are 
key components of the journey to becoming a Level II 
Trauma Center.”  

These projects are part of the hospital’s ongoing $167 
million expansion, which has added significant capacity 
and specialty services on the campus.  Highlights of 
completed projects include:

• Katy’s only Pediatric Intermediate Care Unit (IMU) 
and a 40-bed adult IMU, accommodating patients with 
more severe illnesses or injuries

• 40-bed medical/surgical acute care unit that serves 
a variety of patients including those who are recovering 
from surgery or have an acute illness  

• A new parking garage that added almost 700 park-
ing spaces on the west side of the campus

• Medical Plaza III that will house clinical office space 
for affiliated physicians, as well as enhanced pediatric 
services, including pediatric rehabilitation and pediatric 
imaging services.  The building is complete and ready 
for tenant build-out. 

• The relocation and expansion of the nursery, includ-
ing the addition of four neonatal intensive care unit rooms

• Expansion of the cardiac catheterization lab 
• Expansion of food services
Other projects in the works include an overhaul of 

Women’s Services, including doubling the number of 
obstetrical emergency rooms and adding labor and 
delivery rooms and a cesarean section suite.  

The expansion is also adding job opportunities, both 
clinical and administrative. Qualified candidates can 
learn more at memorialhermann.org/careers/. The hos-
pital is also looking to bring on additional volunteers.  
Learn more at memorialhermann.org/locations/katy/
volunteer.

For more information on Memorial Hermann Katy, 
call 713-222-CARE (2273) or visit memorialhermann.org.

from page A1
HOSPITAL
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Katy Business Association celebrates 
40th year of serving the community
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

The Katy Business Association was 
saluted with a special proclamation 
at Monday night’s meeting of the Katy 
City Council, in observance of the 
organization's fortieth year.

KBA President Olivia Martin and 
seven members were present at the 
meeting to receive the recognition from 
Mayor Dusty Thiele, which declared 
September 9th as a “day of celebration” 
honoring KBA’s anniversary.

The organization was formed by 
Rosemary Nelson, the original owner 
of Cottage Door located in old Katy, 
and Patsy Jean Williams, a local Katy 
real estate broker, in 1984. Their vision 
was to create a small organization 
where local Katy businesses could 
meet monthly and support each other, 
said Martin. Another local Katy resi-
dent, Patty Raske, was also part of the 
beginning stages of the organization.

“The KBA has evolved from a very 
small group of business owners to in-
cluding business owners, professionals, 
community leaders, and nonprofits,” 
said Martin in an interview with the 
Katy Times.  “We have a similar vision 
since the beginning but have recently 
updated the organization through mar-
keting, new website, and new content.” 

The association – now at 106 mem-
bers – represents a very diverse net-
work of business owners, professionals, 
community leaders, and nonprofits. 
“We are not industry-exclusive, so ev-
eryone who serves the Katy community 
can join,” Martin said. “This allows spe-
cific industries to learn from their peers 
-- it’s amazing to see the community 
we have supporting each other.” 

The Katy Business Association is dif-
ferent from other networking groups, 
Martin said.  “Our focus is to create 
meaningful relationships that expand 
your businesses network. Meetings are 
resource focused while spotlighting 

members and their needs. We support 
100% support our local Chambers and 
encourage businesses to join all of your 
local chambers.”

In fact, KBA itself partners with the 
Katy Area Chamber of Commerce in 
presenting a quarterly event called 
“Women of Katy.” Martin and Stacy 
Jacobs, Vice President of Business De-
velopment at the chamber are co-cre-
ators of the program. “KBA serves as a 
marketing partner to the Chamber to 
help promote this incredible program,” 
Martin said. “’Women of Katy’ is 
dedicated to providing resources to all 
women in Katy -- resources range from 
personal to business to better help 
their current roles or future plans. It’s a 
really unique program that the KBA is 
proud to support.” 

Joining Martin, owner of KTX Win-
dow Cleaning, in leading the organi-
zation is a strong board of directors, 
including Secretary Patti Lacy of Cold-
well Banker, Treasurer, John Kirk of The 
Well Counseling Katy, Membership 
Director Mildred Vergara of Spoken 
Learning, Marketing Director Thomas 
Westbrook of Westbrook Solutions, and 
Director of Events Amanda Friedman 
of Main Event.  The position of vice 
president is currently being voted on, 
Martin said.  Clara Jean Machann of 
Town & Country Realty, who has been 
KBA president three times, has been 
declared a lifetime KBA member and 
continues to advise the board.  Along 
with former Katy mayor Skip Connor of 
Katy Insurance, Machann is one of the 
longest active KBA members.

Unlike other networking groups, 
KBA does not focus on outside speak-
ers.  “The best speakers we’ve featured 
are the members,” said Martin.  “We 
love to hear about local businesses, 
what they provide, and their passions. 
It’s been an honor getting to know such 
amazing business and leaders in the 
community.” 

Like all networking groups, KBA 

faced challenges during COVID but 
the group pivoted and started Zoom 
meetings, providing opportunities for 
business owners to continue their net-
working through such a difficult time. 

A recent challenge for the organiza-
tion was the death of the group’s vice 
president, who passed away this sum-
mer.  “Our Vice President, Sandra Ross, 
lost her battle with cancer just two 
months ago,” Martin said. “Sandra was 
a light to the KBA Board of Directors 
and it was a huge loss. We appreciate 
the love and dedication she showed to 
this organization since 2019. She will 
be truly missed.”   Poignantly, Mon-
day’s mayoral proclamation came on 
what would have been Ross’ birthday.

Helping local charities in the Katy 
area has been one of the organization’s 
greatest accomplishments, Martin said.  
KBA has helped to raise over $15,000 
supporting local charities in the Katy 
Community since 2018, she said. How-
ever, that support is changing slightly, 
she added. “We are doing a fundraiser 
instead of grants moving forward due 
to some 501c6 regulations.” 

The organization also honors 
a "Business of the Year" each year, 
awarding the title to a KBA member 
who volunteered time and showed 
support of KBA during the year, and 
who is a valued member of the KBA 
community, Martin said. 

“In the next 40 years, we hope 
the Katy Business Association con-
tinues to grow, evolve and support 
the community in meaningful ways,” 
Martin said.  “By providing resources 
to help all small businesses thrive and 
nurturing future leaders, we aim to 
be a hub for connection and support.  
We’re committed to uplifting every 
small business, honoring our legacy of 
service, and making Katy a great place 
to live, work, and grow for generations 
to come.”

For more information on the group, 
visit TheKBA.org.

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

The Katy Business Association was recognized at Monday night’s Katy City Council meeting with a special proclamation read by Mayor Dusty Thiele in honor of the 
organization’s fortieth anniversary.  From left to right:  Amanda Friedman of Main Event, former Katy Mayor Skip Connor of Katy Insurance, Adrienne Davitz of the 
Katy Heritage Society, KBA President Olivia Martin of KTX Window Cleaning, Mayor Thiele, Donna Domingue of Ford Industrial Service Company, Thomas Westbrook of 
Westbrook Solutions, Maureen O’Shay of Maureen O’Shay Photography, Mildred Vergara of Spoken Learning and Katy Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris.

Local student 
wins first in state 
VFW Auxiliary 
Illustrating 
America Contest

Vaamika Saxena, a student at Roberton Elementary 
in Katy ISD, has won first place in the state of Texas VFW 
Auxiliary Illustrating America Contest, according to an 
August announcement by local VFW Post 9182.  

Illustrating America is one of the post’s contests held 
yearly for K-8; artwork is submitted for consideration in 
the contest by March 31st.  Then judging is conducted 
at the local post, followed by additional judging at the 
district, state and national levels.  

Aside from this art contest for grades K-8, the post 
has two essay contests, deadlining October 31 for grades 
6-8 and high school, and two art contests for high school 
students, in addition to an auxiliary 9182 scholarship for 
a Katy ISD senior.

Contact VFW 9182 Auxiliary or vfwauxiliarycontest.
org for further information.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VFW POST 9182

Members of Fort Bend County 4-H program were 
honored for their accomplishments during the 
2023-2024 year at the annual 4-H awards program 
held August 25 at Jones Creek Ranch Park in the 
Lodge, 7714 FM 359 in Richmond.   The 4-H members 
were recognized for their participation in county, 
district, and state events, with the revelation of 
the top honors of Rising Star, Bronze Star, Silver 
Star, Danforth’s “I Dare You” Award, and Gold Star 
as the highlight of the day.  State Representative 
Stan Kitzman was the featured speaker. “Along with 
acknowledging accomplishments, this is a celebration 
of the character-building motto of the 4-H program: 
‘to make the best better,’” said organizers.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMY RESSLER, TEXAS A&M  
AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE

4-H AWARDS

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Whether you are looking for information or answers 
for school, work, or simply out of curiosity, Fort Bend 
County Libraries (FBCL) offers robust online resources 
for all kinds of information seekers. 

 Throughout the month of September, FBCL will hold 
demonstrations of EBSCO’s MasterFILE™ Complete – an 
online collection of journals, magazines, newspapers, 
and reference ebooks. A demonstration will take place 
at the Cinco Ranch Branch Library on Monday, Sept. 
16, from 6 to 7 p.m., in the Computer Lab of the library, 
located at 2620 Commercial Center Blvd in Katy.

This online research collection houses thousands 
of articles, periodicals, topic overviews, and more. 
Covering virtually every subject area of general interest, 
this resource contains full-text articles for nearly 1,000 
reference books and more than 100,000 primary-source 
documents, as well as an image collection with more 
than 2 million photos, maps, and flags.

MasterFILE Complete also includes 75,000 videos 
from the Associated Press, as well as full-text encyclo-
pedias and reference titles from highly regarded sources 
from the world’s leading educational publishers and 
university presses. 

The demonstration is free and open to the pub-
lic. Registration is required. To register online at the 
library’s website (fortbend.lib.tx.us), click on “Classes & 
Events,” select “Cinco Ranch Branch Library,” and find 
the program. Participants may also register by calling 
the library (281-395-1311) or by visiting the library.

Library offers demonstration 
of online research collection
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COMMUNITY & FAITH

IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD

24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH

655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH

24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  

West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST

5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY

3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite

1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY

5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST

6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST

TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

THE ENCOUNTER CHURCH OF KATY
MARK A. CHAPMAN - YMCA

1350 MAIN ST. • KATY, TX. 77494

WWW.TECKATY.ORG • 713-228-4331

ANTHONY WILCOTS, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224

HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY

(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM

21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



LISTEN TO

WORSHIP WITH US 
The Encounter Church of Katy

Mark A. Chapman - YMCA
1350 Main St. • Katy, TX. 77494
www.teckaty.org • 713-228-4331

Anthony Wilcots, Pastor
Sunday 9:30am - 12:30pm

KATY CHRISTIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

7 AM at Church on the Rock, 433 Barker Cypress Road, 77094
Register at https://katychristianchamber.com

FRIDAY
SEPT

2024
20

Join us for our monthly
Networking Breakfast! Network 

with like-minded leaders, business 
owners, and professionals serving 

the greater Katy area. Open to 
members and non-members. 

Bring a give-away to share and 
receive room-wide recognition.

Networking Event!
Everyone Welcome!

FEATURED 
SPEAKER:  

YOU!

Carriage Inn to host ‘Coping with 
Loss’ support group on Sept. 26
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Carriage Inn senior living 
community will host a “Coping 
with Loss” support group for those 
experiencing grief from the loss of a 
family member or friend. The small 
group gathering will be held at the 
community’s Katy location at 1400 
Katy-Flewellen Road and will provide 
support and encouragement in a 
safe and welcoming space where 
participants can talk, share, and listen 
together.

“We are so grateful to Schmidt 
Funeral Home for partnering with 
us on this important initiative,” said 
Rebecca Borrello, Director of Sales 
and Marketing at Carriage Inn. “We 
look forward to being a resource to 
individuals and families at Carriage Inn 
and in the local Katy community.”

Tonya Whaley, of Schmidt Funeral 
Home, has been a grief counselor and 
facilitator for six years after losing her 
husband, parents, and two brothers. 
She will be facilitating the group with 
support from Carriage Inn staff.

“I’m looking forward to meeting 
you in your stage of grief,” said Whaley. 

“Together we will navigate with pa-
tience and understanding to accep-
tance of your loss, be it a loved one or 
a lifestyle.”

Members of the local community 
who are coping with loss are invited 
to join Carriage Inn residents at the 
group’s first meeting on September 26 
at 6 p.m. The group will also be open 
to those who are coping with a loved 
one’s diagnosis of dementia. Those in-
terested in attending or learning more 
about the support group or Carriage 
Inn can RSVP to Debra Edwards at 
debra.edwards@cardinalbay.org or 
281-392-2800. Light refreshments will 

be provided.
Schmidt Funeral Home has had 

the honor and privilege of helping 
families in Katy, West Houston, and 
the surrounding area remember their 
loved ones in meaningful ways by 
offering personalized funerals and 
memorial services for all faiths, as well 
as cremation, burial, and advanced 
planning. For more information, call 
281-391-2424 or visit www.schmidtfu-
neralhome.net.

Carriage Inn Katy offers inde-
pendent living, assisted living, and 
memory care options for older adults 
to live life to the fullest in a manner 
that best suits their interests and 
desires. The community is located at 
1400 Katy-Flewellen Road, Katy, TX. 
For more information about senior 
living options and life at Carriage Inn 
Katy, visit us at www.cardinalbay.org 
or contact Tony Rivas at 281-392-2800 
or trivas@cardinalbay.org. Locally 
owned, Carriage Inn is a Cardinal Bay 
community managed by The Long 
Hill Company, a subsidiary of United 
Methodist Homes, a non-profit senior 
living provider organization with a 150-
year history of caring.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

“I’m looking forward to 
meeting you in your stage 
of grief. Together we will 
navigate with patience 
and understanding to 
acceptance of your loss, be 
it a loved one or a lifestyle.”

—TONYA WHALEY, Grief counselor
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Fort Bend County Municipal Utility District No. 199 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on Monday, September 30, 2024 at 11:00 a.m., at
Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2400, Sabine Conference 
Room, Houston, TX 77027. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even 
decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of 
your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the 
taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property 
determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: M. Wilson, W. Stewart, J. Glazer, M. Junell & P. Huinker

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: (none)

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year*  This Year*
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $  0.700/$100  $   0.700/$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $0.000 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  0.0000%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value  $           0    $           0 

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $           0     $           0       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value  $           0    $           0 

Tax on average residence homestead  $           0    $           0 

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $0.00
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  0.0000%
 

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate 
that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than eight 
percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to 
determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax 
rate under Section 49.23603, Water Code.

* There were NO residential homesteads for comparison purposes.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.
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He’s back – and better than ever.
Local junior high school student Nico 

Reyes returned to compete in the 2024 Katy 
Triathlon after realizing his dream in last 
year’s event — being the first child in the 
world with Down Syndrome to complete 
a triathlon in the sprint category at just 11 
years of age at that time – setting the world 
record as recognized by the Guinness Book 
of World Records.  This year’s event took 
place on September 1 at Cane Island on Cane 
Island Parkway in Katy.

The Haskett Junior High student com-
pleted this year’s event in 1:50:25.8, said 
his father, Christian Reyes, in an interview 
with the Katy Times.  “Nico managed to beat 
his personal record this year, achieving an 
incredible time,” he said. “We are very happy 
and proud of Nico's performance. This re-
flects the discipline he maintained through-
out the year, as being consistent in training 
is not easy. We all face mental battles that we 
must constantly fight.”

In last year’s event, the pressure was on, 
and Nico fell at one point. “We were breaking 
a world record that day, and the times had to 
be managed very carefully,” said the boy’s fa-
ther. “Nico initially did not want to continue 
[after he fell], but with love, everything is pos-
sible. Of course, as a parent, I was internally 
in shock and suffering, but I knew how much 
Nico loves it. [He] is a huge fan of Chick-fil-A 
and the go-karts at Andretti, so I promised to 
take him there, and that was enough for him 
to get back on the bike and continue pedaling 
without a second thought, finishing the race.” 

He had two falls in his last two Sprint 
Triathlons, the most recent one being at 
the Cypress Triathlon a month ago, where a 
traffic cone was positioned too far in and a 
cyclist passing Nico couldn't avoid it in time, 
his father said.  “It's not easy when you face 
setbacks like these because you already have 
a plan and an objective in mind, but things 
happen for a reason, and you just have to 
find a way to turn things around and give 
your best to come out victorious,” Christian 
Reyes said. “You are not defined by what you 
achieve but by what you overcome!”

Since last year’s event in Katy, Nico 
has been actively participating in several 
triathlon competitions. He qualified for the 
National Youth Triathlon held in Des Moines, 
Iowa, this past July, competing over two 

days; on the first day, he raced in the 13-16 
age category where he was the only athlete 
with a disability, competing under unequal 
conditions, yet demonstrating incredible 
strength and an indomitable spirit, his father 
said. On the second day, he competed in his 
ADT2 category and proudly brought home 
second place in the National Youth Triathlon 
Championship for Texas. 

“We have many plans in the works,” said 
Christian Reyes. “We've been approached by 
several coaches who are interested in having 
Nico explore other sports like cross-country 
and open water swimming. Nico has great 
endurance, and while he may not be as fast 
as other kids, his resilience is outstanding. 
As Nico’s parents, we are very mindful of his 
health, constantly monitoring him during 
training and competitions, keeping track of 
his heart rate, stress peaks, and focusing on 
recovery exercises so that he can continue his 
activities. This has likely helped Nico advance 
in his athletic journey. One of our goals is for 
Nico to compete at the National Triathlon 
Championships again next year, and also 
the Youth Nationals. We're also working on a 
new world record in the Olympic category—
whatever happens, happens, we don't want 
to push or overwhelm him. He's still a child, 
and we want him to enjoy this stage of life.”

“Our ultimate aim is the Special Olympics 
USA Games in 2026, where Nico currently 
participates in swimming, athletics, and 
field events,” Christian Reyes continued. 
“He is also part of the USA Down Syndrome 
Swimming Team. Support is greatly needed; 
maintaining participation in these com-
petitions is not easy, as the entry fees are 
costly and a strong budget is required for 
each event, each of which necessitates its 
own plan and objectives. It is thanks to these 
competitions that we can maintain constant 
training, helping us reach where we are now. 
We would love to seek sponsors, but securing 
them is no easy task.”

“We would like to thank the Katy Rotary 
Club and Katy Triathlon for always being 
so generous with us,” said Christian Reyes. 
“We will soon be opening a coffee shop in 
Old Katy called 'Active Coffee Shop,’ and we 
would love to have our entire community vis-
it us. It will be a beautiful project, and in the 
future, we hope to employ individuals with 
disabilities. I have many friends from Special 
Olympics who are amazing athletes from the 
Katy Wolf Pack, and it would be wonderful to 
work with them.”

Local Guinness Book of World Records holder 
Nico Reyes returns to this year’s Katy Triathlon

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRISTIAN REYES

Clockwise from top: Nico Reyes returns to complete the 2024 Katy Triathlon at Cane Island on September 1, despite a fall 
during the bike competition in last year’s event. Nico Reyes runs in the 2024 Katy Triathlon at Cane Island Parkway on 
September 1, after last year’s achievement of being the first child in the world with Down Syndrome to complete a triathlon 
in the sprint category at just 11 years of age – setting the world record as recognized by the Guinness Book of World Records. 
Nico is coached by his father, Christian Reyes, before the swimming portion of the 2024 Katy Triathlon at Cane Island on 
September 1.

Emma Drury, a 2021 graduate of Cinco Ranch High School and currently a student at the 
University of Arkansas, was one of the recipients of the Houston Alumnae Panhellenic 
Association scholarships this year.  Drury serves as the 2024 Panhellenic Vice President 
of Recruitment at the university.  Drury said via a Facebook post that it was a privilege to 
serve in this role and sees much growth in herself since taking this assignment.  She has 
had the opportunity to speak on the local news as well as before a large crowd on bid day 
and is honored to serve her Panhellenic community and to help them find their homes 
on campus.  While living in Katy, Drury volunteered at the food pantry for Katy Christian 
Ministries, volunteered for Red Cross blood drives and was a member of the National 
Charity League.

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KEVIN DRURY

EMMA DRURY WINS SCHOLARSHIP
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STEM zone program utilizes 
sports to provide engaging 
experiences for K-12 
students
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

HOUSTON — The University of Houston, 
Cougars Athletics and ConocoPhillips are 
launching a new K-12 educational program 
that leverages sports to inspire the next 
generation of STEM — science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math — students and 
leaders.

As “The Official STEM Partner of UH 
Athletics,” ConocoPhillips has committed 
to a five-year partnership supporting the 
UH STEM Center’s ConocoPhillips STEM 
Zone, an interactive program for elementa-
ry, middle and high school students across 
Greater Houston, including Third Ward and 
underserved communities. The program, 
which kicks off this fall, is expected to 
engage thousands of students during the 
2024-25 academic year.

“Houston is our hometown, and we are 
focused on making a difference in our com-
munity, particularly in the areas of student 
enrichment and math education. As the 
first-ever official STEM partner of UH Ath-
letics, ConocoPhillips is excited to work with 
the University of Houston to help students 
connect their passion for sports to STEM 
studies and careers,” said Heather Hrap, 
Senior Vice President, Human Resources 
and Real Estate and Facilities Services for 
ConocoPhillips. “Our goal is to strengthen 
our city’s workforce and expand the pipeline 
of talent into our industry and others.”

“This partnership with ConocoPhillips 
enables the University of Houston to make 
a lasting impact on students in our com-
munity,” said Eddie Nunez, vice president 
of UH intercollegiate athletics. “It provides 

us with a unique opportunity to use their 
enthusiasm for UH Athletics as a gateway to 
inspire academic curiosity and exploration. 
Our goal is for the students attending our 
athletic events to leave with not only a love 
for the Houston Cougars, but also a passion 
for shaping their own futures.”

The ConocoPhillips STEM Zone will offer 
interactive, hands-on activities on the UH 
campus throughout the year at weekend 
and game-day events tied to football, 
soccer, volleyball, baseball, basketball, 
golf and track and field. Students will 
dive into subjects like data science and 
statistics by analyzing clock management 
or player performance metrics. Concepts 
in gravity and geometry will come through 
explorations of ball launch angles, 
trajectories and the parabolic arches that 
define sports like basketball and golf. UH 
STEM faculty will mentor students near the 
university and across Houston.

"At the University of Houston, we're 
committed to transforming how students 
engage with STEM by linking it to their 
passions—like sports, robotics, gaming, 
music or art,” said Ramanan Krishnamoorti, 
UH vice president of energy and innova-
tion. “This opportunity to coordinate STEM 
learning with the excitement of UH Athletics 
will help us reach a broader cross-section of 
students and inspire future leaders to tackle 
the pressing challenges of tomorrow."

Students who attend all the ConocoPhil-
lips STEM Zone events will be invited to 
participate in the ConocoPhillips STEM 
Zone Day at the end of the year, along with 
special guests from UH Athletics and Cono-
coPhillips.

About ConocoPhillips
ConocoPhillips is one of the world’s lead-

ing exploration and production companies 
based on both production and reserves, with 
a globally diversified asset portfolio. Head-
quartered in Houston near the Katy area at 
925 N. Eldridge Parkway, ConocoPhillips 
has operations and activities in 13 countries, 

$96 billion of total assets, and approximately 
10,200 employees as of June 30, 2024..

For more information, go to conocophil-
lips.com.

About the University of Houston
The University of Houston is a Carne-

gie-designated Tier One public research 
university recognized with a Phi Beta Kappa 
chapter for excellence in undergraduate ed-

ucation. UH serves the globally competitive 
Houston and Gulf Coast Region by providing 
world-class faculty, experiential learning 
and strategic industry partnerships. Located 
in the nation's fourth-largest city and one 
of the most ethnically and culturally diverse 
regions in the country, UH is a federally 
designated Hispanic, Asian American and 
Native American Pacific Islander-serving 
institution with enrollment of more than 
46,000 students.

ConocoPhillips, UH partner to inspire next-generation STEM leaders  

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Local students are kicking off the 
school year with newfound skills 
and confidence in the classroom 
thanks to a summer of learning and 
growth at Rice University’s camps 
hosted by The Tapia Center for Ex-
cellence and Equity in Education.

Sponsored by ExxonMobil, the 
Tapia Camps for rising 8th-12th 
graders feature a five-night, six-day 
residential experience with a chal-
lenging STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) curricu-
lum that emphasizes real world 
problems. This summer, campers 
completed a project developed by 
the Tapia Center and ExxonMobil 
that challenged campers to build 
models of an underground res-
ervoir using household items to 
demonstrate the concept of carbon 
capture and storage (CCS). During 
camp, students also enhance their 
communication and team building 
skills by learning how to simplify 
complicated STEM ideas through 
completion of an end-of-camp oral 
presentation – all while experienc-

ing life on a college campus.
“The Tapia Camps were de-

signed to encourage students of 
all backgrounds to explore careers 
in STEM and empower them with 
the tools to feel confident pursuing 
STEM classes and careers,” said 
Paul Hand, director of the Tapia 
Camps at Rice University. “It is a 
privilege to support these young in-
dividuals as they grow and consider 
new possibilities throughout their 
time at camp. It is also rewarding 
to equip educators from across the 
state with the tools and skills to 
improve student engagement and 
hear their success stories after they 
implement the methodology in 
their classrooms.” 

The professional development 
camp for educators of all subjects 
and levels provides participants the 
tools to implement project-based 
learning—a set of techniques that 
encourage hands-on, engaging 
experiences—in their classrooms. 
Teachers who complete the pro-
gram earn Continuing Professional 
Education (CPE) hours.

Registration for 2025 program-
ming will open November 1. Indi-

viduals or school districts looking 
for more information can reach out 
to The Tapia Center at tapiacenter@
rice.edu or 713-348-5182. Corpo-
rations and charitable foundations 
interested in sponsorship oppor-
tunities may also reach out to The 
Tapia Center for more information.

About the Tapia Center
The Richard Tapia Center for 

Excellence and Equity in Education 
at Rice University was founded in 
1995 to promote greater participa-
tion of underrepresented minorities 
and women in the sciences and en-
gineering and empower them to be 
future leaders. The Center’s founder, 
Dr. Richard Tapia, is internation-
ally known for his research in the 
computational and mathematical 
sciences and is a national leader in 
education and outreach.

Since inception, the Tapia 
Center has provided direct training 
and guidance to more than 6,000 
students and 2,500 teachers and ed-
ucated nearly 250,000 students and 
professionals about the importance 
of diversity and representation.

Students attend award-winning 
Tapia Camps at Rice University

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUN WEST COMMUNICATIONS

Katy ISD students (left to right) Omar King, Rodrigo Cartagena, Mariana Rubio, Christopher Lewis, Alexander Gulludag, Juan Palacios, and Adriana Zambrano 
attended camps hosted by The Tapia Center for Excellence and Equity in Education at Rice University this summer. Lewis, King, Palacios and Rubio were each 
awarded a scholarship from ExxonMobil to attend the camp.

TEA awards 
straight A's to 
Harmony Public 
Schools for financial 
accountability
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

All seven Harmony Public Schools districts received 
“Superior” A+ scores from the Texas Educational Agen-
cy on the agency’s annual FIRST financial accountabil-
ity ratings, the TEA announced.  The information was 
shared in a September 4 press release from the charter 
school system.

Created by the 77th Texas Legislature in 2001, the 
School Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas 
(FIRST) is designed to encourage public schools to 
better manage their financial resources to provide the 
maximum allocation possible for direct instructional 
purposes.

The FIRST ratings are calculated using 15 financial 
indicators, such as administrative cost expenditures; the 
accuracy of a district or charter’s financial information 
submitted to TEA; and any financial vulnerabilities or 
material weaknesses in internal controls as determined 
by an external auditor.

Harmony’s district-by-district scores are:
• Harmony Public Schools-Central Texas (Austin, 

Pflugerville, Cedar Park): 100
• Harmony Public Schools-Houston North (Houston, 

Bryan, Cypress, North Katy): 100
• Harmony Public Schools-Houston South (Hous-

ton): 96
• Harmony Public Schools-Houston West (Houston, 

South Katy, Sugar Land, Beaumont): 100
• Harmony Public Schools-North Texas Greater 

DFW, Waco): 96
• Harmony Public Schools-South Texas (San Antonio, 

Laredo, Brownsville): 96
• Harmony Public Schools-West Texas (El Paso, Lub-

bock, Midland, Odessa): 100
To ensure effective, efficient and ethical use of 

all public funds entrusted to it, Harmony practices a 
number of financial safeguards as part of its regular 
operations. Among these are regular independent 
financial audits from third-party accounting firms and 
regular participation in its purchasing process from 
the Texas Association of School Business Officials 
(TASBO).

In January 2024, Harmony became the first Texas 
charter school to earn TASBO’s prestigious Award of Ex-
cellence in Financial Management. Harmony was also 
the first public charter to win TASBO’s Award of Merit 
for Purchasing Operations.

Harmony Public Schools is a Texas-born, Texas-wide 
public charter school system with more than 60 cam-
puses serving PreK-Grade 12 students in 23 cities across 
the state, including Greater Houston, DFW, San Anto-
nio, Austin, El Paso, Waco, Lubbock, Midland-Odessa, 
Bryan, Beaumont, and the Rio Grande Valley. Harmo-
ny’s curriculum places a heavy focus on STEM skills, 
Character Education, project-based learning, and 
college readiness. 

Harmony Public Schools is currently accepting 
applications for the 2024-2025 school year for both stu-
dents and team members.  To learn more, please visit: 
harmonytx.org, 

EDUCATION
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Fort Bend County Municipal Utility District No. 161 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on Tuesday, September 24, 2024 at 12:00 p.m., at
Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2400, Houston,
TX 77027. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease,
depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property 
in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of 
your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the 
distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: C. Kight, J. Schubert, J. Kaiser & M. Harris

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: K. Scully

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ 0.8000 /$100  $ 0 .7800 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  -$0.020 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -2.5000%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $757,879  $819,676

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions) -$75,788  -$122,951

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $682,091  $696,725

Tax on average residence homestead $5,456.73  $5,434.45

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  -$22.28
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  -0.4083%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than
3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and
maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Fort Bend County Municipal Utility District No. 163 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on Tuesday, September 24, 2024 at 9:30 a.m., at Allen 
Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2600, Houston, Texas. Your 
individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax 
rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 
tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: R. Patrick, J. Hundl, J. Ring, O. Cabello & A. Zepeda

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: (none)

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $    0.740 /$100  $   0.7025 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  -$0.038 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -5.0676%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $740,547  $807,199

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $           0     $           0       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $740,547  $807,199

Tax on average residence homestead $ 5,480.05  $5,670.57

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $190.52
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  3.4766%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more 
than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and 
maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

Referral window open for kindergarten 
students for gifted and talented screening
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Parents of kindergarten students 
interested in having them screened 
for the District’s Challenge (Gifted 
and Talented, GT) program have 
until September 19 to complete the 
referral. The referral checklist may 
be accessed on My Katy at launch-
pad.classlink.com.

Katy ISD uses the Challenge 
program for elementary GT ser-
vices, the district said in a Septem-
ber 6 press release. Kindergarten 
students receive 60 minutes per 
week of targeted instruction aimed 
at building students’ creativity and 
productive thinking skills.

“Katy ISD is a community of 
learners, and our GT program 
offers the necessary support for 
our students who require tailored 
instruction,” said Danielle Sanchez, 
Director of Gifted & Talented and 
Advanced Academics in Katy ISD. 
“By referring kindergarten students 
for screening, parents can ensure 
that their students receive this sup-
port early in their education.”

To be identified for GT services, 

multiple indicators are collected, 
including information from parents 
and teachers, and standardized test 
scores. Students will be screened 
from October through February, 
and services will begin in March 
2025 for identified students.

Parents can contact their stu-
dent’s counselor if they have any 
questions.

Visit Katy ISD’s Elementary 
Screening Process FAQs at katyisd.
org/Page/4406 for more informa-
tion. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATY ISD

Parents of kindergarten students interested in having them screened for the District’s Challenge 
Gifted and Talented program have until September 19 to complete the referral.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Katy ISD and the Texas 
Association of Collegiate Registrars 
and Admissions Officers (TACRAO) 
will host “College & Career Night” 
on Wednesday, October 9, from 
6 to 8 p.m. at the Leonard E. 
Merrell Center, 6301 S. Stadium 
Lane in Katy. “College & Career 
Night” is designed for high school 

students to explore college and 
career possibilities by meeting and 
engaging with representatives, 
gathering scholarship information, 
and discovering financial aid 
opportunities.

Families will have the oppor-
tunity to learn about a variety of 
college and career paths students 
can take after graduation. Over 200 
representatives from community 

colleges, universities, institutes, 
military academies, and many 
more will be present to showcase 
their programs.

To register, download the 
flyer from katyisd.org//cms/
lib/TX50010808/Centricity/Do-
main/3789/0905%20College%20
and%20Career%20Fair.pdf and 
scan the QR code.  The “clear bag” 
policy is in effect for this event.

KISD sets ‘College and 
Career Night’ for October 9

Legacy Parent 
Academy holds first 
informational session 
on September 11
Presentation covere mental health 
and suicide prevention
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Legacy Parent Academy invited parents and guardians, 
as well as concerned community members, to join Katy 
ISD and the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
for a webinar, “It’s Real: Teens and Mental Health” on 
Wednesday, September 11.  The presentation covered 
what mental health is, noticing signs of someone needing 
help and tips for having a caring conversation with 
someone you might be worried about. This presentation 
was to be recorded and available on the Katy ISD website 
under Legacy Parent Academy at katyisd.org/Page/10257 
following the live webinar.

The Katy ISD Legacy Parent Academy is a series of 
informational sessions designed to assist parents by raising 
awareness on various social-emotional and academic 
topics that impact the district’s students and campuses 
district-wide, according to the district’s website. Academy 
participants will gain factual knowledge pertinent to each 
topic while also learning strategies and proven techniques 
to assist in supporting students.

“We continue to provide our families with information 
on social-emotional topics because we know that these 
things can impact students' learning and performance in 
school,” said Anne McHale Miller, LCSW-S, Coordinator 
for School Leadership and Support in Katy ISD. “This 
year’s offerings will be a hybrid of in-person and online 
opportunities.”

Visit the Legacy Parent Academy web page at katyisd.
org/Page/10257 to learn more.

EDUCATION
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Scores
• Seven Lakes 14, Foster 10
• Paetow 18, Dekaney 12
• Jordan 41, Travis 0
• Taylor 26, Bush 3
• Mayde Creek 14, Austin 12
• Atascocita 41, Katy 24
• Bridgeland 41, Tompkins 24
• Tomball 31, Cinco Ranch 25
• Magnolia West 24, Morton Ranch 21

Friday
• Tompkins vs. Jordan, 7 p.m. at Legacy Stadium
• Mayde Creek vs. Taylor, 7:30 p.m. 
   at Rhodes Stadium

Saturday
• Morton Ranch vs. Katy, 7 p.m. at Legacy Stadium
• Cinco Ranch vs. Seven Lakes, 7:30 p.m. 
   at Rhodes Stadium

Friday
• Morton Ranch vs. Tompkins, 5:30 p.m.
• Seven Lakes vs. Jordan, 5:30 p.m.
• Katy vs. Taylor, 5:30 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch vs. Paetow, 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
• Tompkins vs. Cinco Ranch, 5:30 p.m.
• Paetow vs. Seven Lakes, 5:30 p.m.
• Jordan vs. Katy, 5:30 p.m.
• Mayde Creek vs. Morton Ranch, 5:30 p.m.

SCHEDULES

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

SCORES &

Spartans off to best start
in a decade
 
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Football is in the Fowler family’s blood. 
Justin, Ryan and Matt Fowler’s father Paul, 

now an assistant principal at Haskett Junior 
High, played high level college football at 
Jackson State. The trio have grown up around 
the game and have pushed each other their 
whole lives to get better and always succeeded 
together as a family.

The three brothers — Justin is a year older 
and Ryan and Matt are twins — have grown 
into a fearsome trio on the field and three huge 
playmakers for Seven Lakes heading into this 
season. The three had some of the biggest per-
formances of their varsity careers on Thursday, 
with Justin, Matt and Ryan all making key plays 
that led the Spartans (2-0) to a 14-10 win over 
Richmond Foster (0-2) on Thursday to stay 
unbeaten on the season. 

“We’ve been playing sports together our 
whole lives,” Matt said. “We’re always around 
each other, always finding ways to make each 
other better and that’s why you see stuff like 
tonight. It’s easy when we are together on the 
field, because we match each other’s energy 
and all three of us are going to do whatever it 
takes to help the team win.”

FILE PHOTO

Shaan Patel throws a pass during a game between Seven Lakes 
and Memorial at Legacy Stadium last season.

Fowler trio 
sparks Seven 
Lakes to win 
over Foster

See SPARTANS, page B5

PHOTOS COURTESY MARCUS GUTIERREZ

Tremayne Hill cuts between defenders during Friday’s game between Katy and Atascocita at Legacy Stadium.

Katy takes learning moments 
from 41-24 loss to Atascocita
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

There were bright spots for Katy on 
Friday. 

The Tigers jumped out to an early 
lead against one of the top teams in the 
state — they battled and for a half held 
a rushing attack in check that can nor-
mally carve up any team, they battled 
back from adversity to stay in a game for 
nearly four quarters and they learned 
how to be successful going up against 
tough teams.

But at the end of the day, No. 9-ranked 
Atascocita made more plays when it 
counted than Katy. The Eagles stepped 
up in the second half and erased a deficit 
before pulling away in the fourth quarter 
— they forced Katy into turnovers and 
wore down the Tiger defense in what 
ended in a 41-24 Katy loss. 

“Our kids, regardless of the score, 
they grew up tonight,” said Katy head 
coach Gary Joseph. “I think they real-
ized we can play with really good teams 
and if we do well enough, we might 
well see these guys again down the line. 
They’re a talented team — our kids are 
going to learn from this and be ok.”

Katy came out strong on both sides of 
the ball, stopping Atascocita on its first 
drive before rolling down the field and 
scoring on a 17-yard Tremayne Hill run 
on their opening drive. After another 
stop, Katy went down the field again 
and took a two-possession lead when 
Gunner Nelson found Cade McCall wide 
open off a play action and threw a 32-
yard touchdown pass to the junior.

“We came out so intense on both 
sides and everyone was lifting each oth-
er up,” said junior linebacker Jeremiah 
Smith. "We were making sure we were 

in the game. First half on defense we 
played so well and didn’t let them rip off 
any big gains, but second half all of that 
kind of died down. We just have to learn 
from it, remember this next week and 
the rest of the season that we have to 
keep our energy up.”

But Atascocita answered back from 
there. Cardae Mack capped off the 
Eagles' next drive with a 22-yard pass to 
Christopher Toney for a touchdown and 
on the next Atascocita drive Mack tied it 
on a 33-yard pass to Toney. Katy had the 
answer though, driving down the field 
late in the half before Giovanni Moreno 
nailed a 25-yard field goal that made it 
17-14 Katy heading into halftime. 

“I think maybe some of the guys 
thought we had it won after a half and 
you can’t ever believe that,” said Katy 
senior quarterback Gunner Nelson. “We 
played well that first half — we went into 
halftime up and it just wasn’t that same 
intensity in the second half, while they 
came out even harder. They came out 
of the half, took all the momentum and 
just kept carrying it. We have to make 
sure we don’t let that happen again.”

Mack threw for a third touchdown 
just two minutes into the third quarter 
when on the Eagles' first play from 

See KATY, page B3

Mayde Creek tops Fort Bend Austin to stay unbeaten
Rams' defense stepping 
up early in the season
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Mayde Creek’s defense has been 
exceptional to start this year.

The Rams' defense didn’t allow 
anything in week one, helping the team 
earn a win over Fort Bend Travis (1-1), 
generating 10 points in the win, and in 
week two they were nearly just as good, 
forcing a turnover three fumbles and 
three turnovers on the night to help 
lead Mayde Creek (2-0) to a 14-12 win 
over Travis in the team’s final non-dis-
trict matchup of the regular season.

“I think the biggest thing has just 
been our effort on defense early this 
year,” said junior linebacker Kosi Okpa-
la. “Especially coming into this game, 
we knew we were facing a running 
quarterback and it would be a chal-
lenge, so we really embraced it. The 

See RAMS, page B7

TYLER TYRE

Christian Bradford carries the ball during Friday's game between Tompkins and Mayde Creek at Rhodes Stadium.

COURTESY MARCUS GUTIERREZ

Gunner Nelson gets ready for a snap during Friday’s game between Katy and Atascocita at Legacy Stadium.
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October 12th - December 1st 
Saturdays, Sundays, and Thanksgiving Friday 

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

*All Games District 19-6A

FRIDAY
Tompkins (1-1) vs. Jordan (2-0), 7 p.m. 

at Legacy Stadium
Last year: Tompkins 49, Jordan 24
• Tompkins and Jordan start district 

against each other, as two teams vying to 
make it back to the playoffs try to start dis-
trict off with a win in an important game.

Jordan comes into the matchup on fire 
from non-district play. The Warriors fol-
lowed up a week one win with a dominant 
performance in week two, beating Fort Bend 
Travis 41-0. It was a big day for the offense in 
the win, especially through the air. Domi-
nic Cangolosi threw for 134 yards and two 
touchowns while completing 11 of 15 passes, 
while Beau Bryant had 72 yards through the 
air and two touchowns, completing five of 10 
passes while also throwing an interception, 
Bryant also added 30 yards and a touch-
down on the ground. Andrew Marsh had 
107 yards on six receptions, while catching 
two touchdown passes, while Tanner West 
had 47 yards receiving and two touchowns 
and Zion Jones had 40 yards receiving while 
adding 55 yards and a touchdown on the 
ground, while the defense didn’t allow a 
single point from Travis all game.

Tompkins meanwhile comes off a 41-24 
loss to Bridgeland in the second game of 
the season. The Falcons found success on 
offense but also made mistakes on the loss. 
Justin Thierheimer had 147 yards passing 
and two touchdowns, completing 14 of 27 
while also throwing two interceptions in the 
game. KJ Madison was huge in the game 
with 80 yards receiving on seven receptions, 
while Carter Young and Fabio Aguirre both 
had touchdown receptions. Ethan Meadows 
led the way on the ground with 41 yards 
on 13 carries while Robert Bernard had 39 
yards on six carries while also running in a 
touchdown. The Falcons' defense struggled 

though, allowing 185 yards and four touch-
downs on the ground and 169 yards and two 
touchowns through the air.

For Jordan, the Warriors will try to do 
more of the same as they head into district 
play. They hope to get star running back 
Chad Gasper back this week and that will 
help the team's running game, but the pass 
game and defense has been excellent in his 
absence. Tompkins will need to clean up the 
turnovers and some of the defensive mis-
cues if they have a chance to start off district 
with a win.

Mayde Creek (2-0) vs. Taylor (1-1), 7:30 
p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Taylor 31, Mayde Creek 7
• Taylor and Mayde Creek both come off 

big wins in week two and head into district 
on a positive note after some strong signs in 
week two of the season. 

After struggling in week one, Taylor 
turned things around with a big week two, 
beating Fort Bend Travis 26-3 in a dominant 
performance. The Mustangs' defense was on 
full display in the win, getting a safety and 
shutting down the Bush offense all game in 
the win, while Connor Chnupa and Scott 
Lewis both had good days at quarterback for 
the Mustangs as Taylor heads into district 
play feeling good after the win. 

Mayde Creek comes into the matchup 
after showing improvement both in weeks 
one and two. The Rams defense has been 
at the forefront of their success this season, 
almost singlehandedly winning the game 
for them week one and following it up with 
another big game in week two, where they 
allowed just 12 points in a 14-12 win. The 
Rams looked better through the air, throwing 
for 111 yards in the game and had big plays 
on the ground, including an 80-yard run by 
Christian Bradford in the third quarter to 
give the Rams what would be the deciding 
touchdown in the game. Mayde Creek’s 
defense forced three turnovers in the game 
and were exceptional.

It will be a strength on strength game 
between the two sides as they try and start 
district with a win. Both teams take pride in 
their defense and setting their offenses up 
for success and both teams will do every-
thing they can to out physical each other 
while trying to earn a big win.

SATURDAY
Morton Ranch (0-2) vs. Katy (1-1), 7 

p.m. at Legacy Stadium
Last year: Katy 54, Morton Ranch 14
• Katy and Morton Ranch face off in week 

one with both teams coming off losses and 
both wanting to bounce back.

Katy comes off a loss to Atascocita, where 
the Tigers had strong moments and led for 
the majority of the game, but  weren’t able 

to hold up for four quarters, falling to the Ea-
gles after a tough fourth quarter where they 
lost the lead and gave up 20 points. Katy’s 
rushing attack struggled and they lost their 
top two running backs in the game with 
knocks, Tremayne Hill ended the game with 
99 yards on the ground and a touchdown, 
while Aqualis Jordan came in in the fourth 
quarter and had a few strong runs in limited 
action at running back. Gunner Nelson had 
156 yards through the air and two touch-
downs while also throwing an interception. 
Cade McCall had a big day receiving with 
86 yards and two touchdowns while Israel 
Olotu-Judah had 50 yards receiving on 
three catches. Katy’s defense did well in the 
first half, but faltered down the stretch and 
allowed 255 yards through the air, while 
doing a better job against the run, allowing 
177 yards.

Morton Ranch was locked in a back and 
forth affair last week and narrowly fell, 24-21, 
to Magnolia West. The Mavericks had over 
300 yards of offense in the loss which was 
a step up from the season opener and both 
of the players in the backfield, as Jayceon 
Jenkins and Tyler Gilmore had strong per-
formances in the loss, but the team struggled 
defensively in the second half after only 
allowing three points in the first half, allowing 
21 in the second half of the loss.

Katy will be out for revenge and angry 
after its loss last week as they look to start 
their district title defense with a win as they 
hope to get some players with knocks back 
and healthy. Morton Ranch will be trying to 
build off of a better week and find ways to 
compete in the team’s first district game of 
the year.

Cinco Ranch (0-2) vs. Seven Lakes (2-0), 
7:30 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Cinco Ranch 40, Seven Lakes 
36

• Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes come 
into district on opposite ends of the spec-
trum, but with both having shown promise 
in their first two games of the season. 

Cinco Ranch suffered a 31-25 loss in what 
was a huge comeback from Tomball last 
week, but the Cougars' offense continued to 
show strong signs in the loss. Tessiah Young 
had a huge game, rushing for 116 yards and 
a touchdown, while Marcus Gadlin added 39 
yards on the ground and a TD. Charlie Ada-
moli completed 10 of 23 passes for 140 yards 
and a touchdown, but also added an inter-
ception and Davis Roup completed seven 
of 11 passes for 65 yards and a touchdown. 
Drew Tureau led the team with 66 yards and 
a touchdown on five catches, while Scott 
Eckel added 51 yards on five catches and 
Gadlin had 43 yards from one catch. The 
struggles for Cinco came on the defensive 
end, where they allowed 221 yards through 
the air and 177 yards on the ground.

Seven Lakes for the second straight week 
found themselves in a fight for every yard 
and came out on top, beating Foster behind 
a last-minute touchdown drive. Shaan Patel 
had a strong game, throwing for 167 yards 
and two touchdowns while completing 16 
of 24 passes, while Kaiser Floyd and Ryan 
Fowler went over 50 yards receiving and 
Apollo Lea had 62 yards rushing. Seven 
Lakes shined defensively, holding Foster to 
under 180 yards rushing and under 20 yards 
passing with only two completions all game.

This is an important one in a number of 
ways for both teams. They know a win would 
be a huge one to start district as they try to 
push for playoff contention and it’s also a big 
rivalry for all of the players. The two teams 
are well suited to battle it out and it could be 
a very fun one. 

Week 3: District play begins with great matchups
katy isd football previews

PHOTO BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Chad Gasper runs upfield during a game between Jordan and Morton Ranch at Legacy Stadium last year.

Ronnie Quinn 
celebrates 
with Michael 
Anderson and 
Erben Birkhoff 
after scoring 
a touchdown 
during a game 
between 
Tompkins and 
Mayde Creek at 
Rhodes Stadium 
last year.
PHOTO BY DOMENIC 
GREY | SPECIAL TO THE 
KATY TIMES
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FIND THE IDEAL OFFICE SPACE FOR YOU starting at just $600 per month
25807 Westheimer Parkway Suite 300, Katy 77494 • 281-505-1106 • victoria@katyelitesuites.com

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

Katy Elite Suites
provides premium
business solutions 

for remote workers, 
business travelers, and 

project teams in the 
Houston Metro Area.

SOLUTIONS FOR MODERN BUSINESS

We offer diverse 
coworking solutions 

and private executive 
offices with 24/7 access 

for modern business 
owners.

IMPRESSIVE AMENITIES

Office building with 
dedicated community 
managers enhancing 

your business,
creating appealing
environments, and 

prioritizing productivity 
and convenience.

VIRTUAL OFFICE SOLUTIONS

Position your business 
ina secure location
with mail services, 
workstations and a

welcoming reception
area for visitors. 

Starting at
$75.00 per month.

MEETING AND PODCAST ROOMS

Looking for a
convenient location

to enhance client 
meetings or host your 

podcast for your
audience? 
Find it at

Katy Elite Suites!

scrimmage in the half, he hit Broderick 
Malone for an 80-yard score. Katy 
retook the lead on its next drive when 
Nelson found McCall again off a 
play action or a 19-yard touchdown 
and Katy led heading into the fourth 
quarter, but miscues doomed the Tigers 
down the stretch. 

A bad snap on a punt set Atascocita 
up in prime field position early in the 
fourth and Mack scored again, this time 
on a 6-yard run and after the next Katy 
attempt stalled, Atascocita drove the 
length of the field before scoring on a 
6-yard Tory Blaylock run. The Tigers 
threw an interception as they tried to 
climb back into it and Atascocita added 
a 5-yard touchdown run from Blaylock 
late on to seal the win.

“We just can’t have turnovers like 
that, snapping the ball over the punter's 
head and giving the ball away like that 
can decide games,” Joseph said. “But 
we’ll get back to practice and fix that. 
That’s what it all comes back to is what 
you do to respond after a loss like this 
in practice. This type of stuff will get 
corrected and I know we will be a better 
team for it.”

It didn’t help the Tigers that they 
were down their top three running 
backs late in the game, Hill picked up 
a knock in the second half and London 
Pilbeam also picked up an injury in 

the game. Katy was already without 
MJ Benas heading into the week and 
were forced to use Aqualis Jordan, who 
is normally a defensive back for the 

team, at running back late in the fourth 
quarter. Jordan did a fine job as well, 
carrying the ball three times for over 
30 yards, but it is a tough situation to 
be in for an offense that wants to start 
with the run and build the pass game 
off of it.

“We just have to get Aqualis some 
more reps there — he doesn’t have 
many yet and it’s going to take a bit of 
time,” Joseph said. “He’s been playing 
some defensive back for us — he did a 
good job today and made some good 
tackles. We just have to get him ready at 
running back two and he’ll have to play 
both ways for right now.”

The Tigers head into district and will 
have Morton Ranch up next as they try 
to bounce back. It’s something that the 
whole team is sure they will grow from 
and they know that in the long term, 
this game and this experience will help 
them achieve their goals. 

“It was important to test ourselves 
against a team like this and know how 
we can raise our level,” Nelson said. 
“Now we have to worry about district. 
Our goal is to win it and make sure we 
are in a good spot for playoffs and to 
do that, we have to bring it every week 
and have our minds and bodies right. 
This helps us because we know there’s 
more work to be done if we want to 
accomplish all of our goals.”

PHOTO COURTESY MARCUS GUTIERREZ

Above: Katy players stand for the national anthem before Friday’s game between Katy and Atascocita at Legacy Stadium. Right: Jeremiah 
Smith stands for the national anthem before Friday’s game between Katy and Atascocita at Legacy Stadium.

from page B1
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PHOTO COURTESY MARCUS GUTIERREZ

Tremayne Hill cuts upfield during Friday’s game 
between Katy and Atascocita at Legacy Stadium.

ATASCOCITA 41, KATY 24
Atascocita		 0	 14	 7	 20	 --	 41
Katy		  14	 3	 7	 0	 --	 24

First quarter
K: Tremayne Hill 17 run (Giovanni Moreno kick) 7:49
K: Gunner Nelson 32 pass to Cade McCall (Moreno kick) 
3:34

Second quarter
A: Cardae Mack 22 pass to Christopher Toney (Parker 
Cushing kick) 10:06
A: Mack 33 pass to Toney (Cushing kick) 4:25
K: Moreno 25 field goal, 1:08

Third quarter
A: Mack 80 pass to Broderick Malone, 10:00
K: Gunner Nelson 19 pass to McCall 4:45

Fourth quarter
A: Mack 6 run (Cushing kick) 11:54
A: Tory Blaylock 6 run (Cushing kick) 7:20
A: Blaylock 3 run (Cushing kick) 5:00
 

Team stats
 		  ATASCOCITA	 KATY
  First downs	 19		  18
  Yards rushing	 31-177		  35-158
  Yards passing	 255		  156
  Passes		  11-18-3-1		  11-21-2-1
  Punts		  2-43		  3-44.6
  Fumbles-lost	 1-0		  1-1
  Penalty-yards	 5-50		  2-15
 

Individual Statistics
Rushing – Katy: Tremayne Hill, 22-99-1; Aqualis Jordan, 
3-31; Joshua Smith, 4-11; London Pilbeam, 4-10; Gunner 
Nelson, 1-10 Atascocita: Cardae Mack, 17-109-1; Tory 
Blaylock, 13-62-2; Christopher Toney, 1-6;
Passing – Katy: Gunner Nelson, 11-21-156-2-1; Atascocita: 
Cardae Mack, 11-18-245-3-1;
Receiving – Katy: Cade McCall, 5-86-2; Israel Olotu-Judah, 
3-50; Ryan Carbone, 2-15; Matthew Saulsberry, 1-5; 
Atascocita: Christopher Toney, 7-130-2; Broderick Malone, 
1-80-1; Kyran Pate, 3-35; Tory Blaylock, 1-10;

The crowd at 
Legacy Stadium 

during Friday’s 
game between 

Katy and 
Atascocita.

PHOTO COURTESY 
MARCUS GUTIERREZ
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SENIOR REP TERORTER

Harris and Fort Bend counties bo hth

extended their relevant mask orders for 

businesses to require all staff and visitor

to their establishments wear face masks

to help stop the spread of theSARS-CoV

virus which causes COVID-19 , among

other restrictions Tuesday afternoon. F

BeBend has extended its order through J

County m
Medical professionals throughout the Katy area are recommendi

households such as on trips to the grocery store in order to redu
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
CALL TODAY! 281-391-3141

WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!
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BROOKSHIRE
RENTAL

2/1 HOME
Refrigerator • Stove
W/D Connections
App Fee - $65.00

Sec Dep - $625.00
Rent/Mo - $1250.00

Utilities NOT included.
Text or call

713-568-8276

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to satisfy landlord’s 
lien.
Sale to be held ONLINE at storagetreasures.com
The facility is BEAR CREEK MINI STORAGE 17730
Kieth Harrow Blvd, Houston, TX 77084. Bidding will open
at 10:00 am on September 19, 2024, and end at 12:00 pm
on September 26, 2024. Cleanup and removal deposit will
be required. The seller reserves the right to withdraw the
property at any time before the sale ends. Unit items are
sold as-is to the highest bidder for cash. The property
includes contents of space of the following tenants:
Sheonta Singleton, Marta Martinez, David West, Alma 
Ramirez, Stashania Phillips, Amy Schnettler.

Application has been made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailer’s OFF Premises (BQ) Permit by 
CLAY HOCKLEY OPERATIONS LLC dba CLAY 
PRIMETIME, to be located at 26102 CLAY RD 
STE A, KATY, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 77493. 
Officers of said Corporation are:
 
BARKATALI RAJABALI MOMIN - Managing Member
AZIZ ALI MOMIN - Managing Member
RIAZALI MAKNOJIA - Managing Member

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
City of Brookshire

Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Proposed 
Annual Budget 

The City of Brookshire will hold a public hearing on a
proposed budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.

This Budget will raise more 
total property taxes than last 
year’s budget by $6,279,350.00 
which is 6.74%% more than 
last year, and of that amount 
$358,527.69 is tax revenue to 
be raised from new property 
added to the tax roll this year.
The public hearing will be held at 7 P.M. on Thursday,
September 26, 2024, at Brookshire City Hall located at
4029 5th Street, Brookshire, Texas 77423. Any person may 
attend and may participate in the hearing.

A copy of the proposed budget can be found at
www.brookshiretx.gov/budget and is on file at City Hall in 
the City of Brookshire City Secretary’s Office.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, 
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary;
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment,
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the 
Ground Storage Tank Rehabilitation at Water Plant
Number 3 Project, until 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 1, 
2024. Bids will, immediately thereafter, be publicly opened 
and read aloud in the City of Katy Council Chambers.  Any 
bids received after closing time will be returned unopened.

The project involves the rehabilitation of an existing
1-million-gallon ground storage tank, including recoating, 
various mechanical repairs, and the replacement of the tank 
roof. The project includes all labor, equipment, materials, 
and incidentals required for the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option of 
the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state 
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).
c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue 

of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being within 
the maximum amount specified for such company in that 
publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right is 
reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to reject 
any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids received.  
The successful bidder must furnish Performance Bond and 
Payment Bond on the forms provided in the amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the total contract price from a 
Surety or other Sureties acceptable to the Owner.  Owner 
reserves the right to award the contract at any time within 
ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Virtual Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held to review the scope of work.  The Pre-Bid Conference 
will be held at 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 24, 2024.  

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88323259594
Meeting ID: 883 2325 9594
Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified applicants
will receive consideration for employment without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or national origin.
Bidders on this work will be required to comply with the
President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as amended by
Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented in
Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download 
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will not 
be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be used 
in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer assumes 
any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations resulting
from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding Documents. 
Owner and Engineer, in making copies of Bidding
Documents available on the above terms, do so only for the 
purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work and do not confer a 
license or grant for any other use. 

First Publication: Thursday, September 12, 2024
Second Publication: Thursday, September 19, 2024

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy,
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary;
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment,
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the
Water Well Rehabilitation at Water Plant Number 3
Project, until 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 1, 2024. Bids will, 
immediately thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud in 
the City of Katy Council Chambers.  Any bids received after 
closing time will be returned unopened.

The project involves the rehabilitation of an existing ground 
water well including replacement of pump, motor, column 
assembly, camera inspection, screen brushing and acid
cleaning. The project includes all labor, equipment,
materials, and incidentals required for the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option of 
the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state 
bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).
c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue 

of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being within 
the maximum amount specified for such company in that 
publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right is 
reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to reject 
any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids received.  
The successful bidder must furnish Performance Bond and 
Payment Bond on the forms provided in the amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the total contract price from a 
Surety or other Sureties acceptable to the Owner.  Owner 
reserves the right to award the contract at any time within 
ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Virtual Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held to review the scope of work.  The Pre-Bid Conference 
will be held at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 24, 2024.  

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81288325605
Meeting ID: 812 8832 5605
Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download 
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will not 
be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be used 
in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer assumes 
any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations resulting
from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding Documents. 
Owner and Engineer, in making copies of Bidding
Documents available on the above terms, do so only for the 
purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work and do not confer a 
license or grant for any other use. 

First Publication: Thursday, September 12, 2024
Second Publication: Thursday, September 19, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the City of Pattison will hold 
a Public Hearing on the proposed FY 24-25 Budget. The 
Public Hearing will be held Thursday, September 26, 2024, 
at 6 p.m.

The Public Hearing will be held at the City Hall of Pattison, 
3410 First Street, Pattison, Texas 77466.

The proposed budget is posted on the website: 
https://pattison.texas.gov/financial-transparency/.

Contact the City Secretary at 281-934-3715 or via email at 
citysecretary@pattison.texas.gov with any questions.

Any person may attend and may participate in the public 
hearing.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Katy Independent School District, owner(s), are requesting 
to be allowed to revise Crystal Vista Drive south extension, 
Final Plat of Sunterra Shores Drive Street Dedication Section
2, File No. 2110191, Waller County Plat Records.  The
revision will abandon the south extension of Crystal Vista
Drive to allow the Katy Independent School District
Elementary School No. 48 main entrance and exit driveway 
direct access to Sunterra Shores Drive.  The abandonment 
of the south extension of Crystal Vista is required under the 
City of Houston Chapter 42 Sections 129(d) and 134. The 
new configuration will create a single Restricted Reserve. 
Katy ISD Elementary No. 48 is situated in the H.&T.C. R.R. 
Co. Survey, Abstract No. 201, Waller County, Texas recorded 
under Waller County Clerk’s Filer Number 2216035.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the applicant’s 
property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held
during the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on
October 2, 2024 at 9:00am at the Joe Kuciemba Annex,
425 FM 1488., Hempstead, Texas, 77445. For additional
information or questions please contact Abrahim Nimroozi 
at 281-599-8288.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Bids for Scotts Bend – Sec. 3 Landscape Improvements
will be received digitally through CivCast until 2:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 26, 2024, at which time unofficial
results will be posted to CivCast for the furnishing of
material, equipment, labor and supervision necessary
or incidental to the Construction of Scotts Bend – Sec. 3
Landscape Improvements. Proposals tendered after
closing will not be opened. Scope of Project: 1. Concrete
Flatwork, 2. Landscaping, 3. Irrigation, 4. Minor Site
Grading and Preparation, 5. SWPPP coordination &
removal. Bid documents in digital format will be available 
through CivCast. A MANDATORY pre-bid conference 
will be held on at the offices of Halff (14800 St Marys Ln 
#160, Houston, TX 77079) on Thursday, September 19, 
2024 at 2:00 p.m. Questions submitted within 72 hours of 
bid opening may not be addressed.  The successful bidder 
may be required to provide a performance bond, payment 
bond, and a maintenance bond as provided for in the bid 
documents, for the full amount of the contract. The Owner 
reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to satisfy landlord’s 
lien.

Sale to be held ONLINE at Storagetreasures.com

The facility is 8900 Emnora Lane Houston, Texas 77080. 
Bidding will open at 10:00 am on September 23 , 2024 
and end at 12:00 pm on September 30, 2024. Cleanup and
removal deposit will be required. The seller reserves the 
right to withdraw the property at any time before the 
sale ends. Unit items are sold as-is to the highest bidder 
for cash. The property includes contents of space of the
following tenants: Leoneysi Osaria Saname / Leoneysi 
Osaria.

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION BY

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
TO REVISE A SUBDIVISION 

PLAT FILED FOR RECORD WITH 
THE COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION: Khalid Khan and Nuzhat Khan are
requesting to be allowed to revise West Magnolia Forest, Lots 
41 and the east 88.5 feet of Lot 42. The revision will create 
three residential lots. These newly configured lots would 
consist of two 5.000 acre lots and one 5.509 acre lot. West 
Magnolia Forest is situated in the Owen Wingfield Survey, 
Abstract No. 269, Waller County, Texas recorded in Volume
192, Page 324, in the Deed Records of Waller County,
Texas.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the
applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING: A public hearing will be held during 
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on October 
2, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. at the Waller County Joe Kuciemba
Annex, 425 FM 1488, Hempstead, TX 77445.
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
BUSINESS SERVICES

WINDOW SCREENS

We enable our customers to process credit cards 
anytime, anywhere, at the office or on the go.

Let me help you improve your bottom line!

Trudy King
Global Payments

Trudy@TrudyKing.com
832-724-7440

Named the sales executive with the best 
customer service for the last 10 years.

TAX CONSULTANTS

At Bent Arrow Consulting, we combine our 
deep knowledge of property tax law with a 
personalized approach to each client’s unique 
needs. Our team is committed to delivering:
 • Property Tax Compliance & Filings
 • Negotiations & Tax Appeals
 • Accruals & Budgets
 • Tax Bill Audits
 • Appraisals and Valuations
 • Estate Planning
 • SEC Reserves

Damien Larson
512-797-9785      damien@bentarrow.net

ELECTRICITY BROKER

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



We help customers with
Shopping the Energy Market

for the best
Electricity Contract

that fits their specific needs
and situation.

Save money and reduce your carbon
footprint with our innovative solutions

The three biggest plays of 
the game came from the hands 
of the three Fowlers. Justin gave 
Seven Lakes the lead and its 
first score of the game when he 
caught a 20-yard touchdown 
pass in the second quarter, Matt 
caught the game winning score 
late in the fourth when Seven 
Lakes was trailing, bringing in 
an 11-yard touchdown pass. 
Justin then sealed the game, 
intercepting a Foster pass with 
under a minute to go when the 
Falcons were trying to drive 
down the field. 

“It’s great — you all want to 
make plays going into the game 
and for us three to all come 
up big like we did was just a 
really cool thing,” Justin said. 
“We’ve all been so close our 
whole lives and always pushed 
each other. You could see that 
tonight. One of us makes a play 
and it just makes the rest of us 
want to make a play even more. 
You don’t want to be outdone 
by a sibling so we all just go out 
there and fight and make plays 
everywhere we can.”

Seven Lakes' defense was 
huge all day. They made three 
straight stops to start the game 
and on the third possession, 
Foster fumbled a snap in its 
own end. Amani Hooks came 
crashing in to beat two players 
to the ball, recovering the 
fumble that set the Spartans' of-
fense up inside Foster territory. 

That was exactly the spark 
that Seven Lakes' offense need-
ed as well — they drove down 
to the redzone and then Shaan 
Patel made a beautiful throw 
off a broken play, escaping the 
pocket before finding Ryan 
on the run in the back of the 
endzone for a 20-yard touch-
down. Seven Lakes had another 
chance at a score late in the 
half, driving into the redzone 
a second time, but a drop and 
a missed field goal kept things 
7-0 heading into the locker 
room at half.

“We have a lot of experience 
coming back on defense and 
it’s made a difference,” said 
Seven Lakes head coach Jimmy 
Hamon. “They understand 

the gameplans we put in and 
they understand how to make 
adjustments when we need to, 
whether that be at half or on 
the fly during the game. They 
really learn what we teach and 
that’s a blessing.”

The Spartans' offense strug-
gled to take advantage of any 
short fields in the second half 
and had to punt it away every 
possession in the third quarter. 
Foster put drives together late 
in the third where the Falcons 
tied the game and then another 
midway through the fourth 
when they took the lead on a 
field goal.

But for the second straight 
week, going down late in the 
game sparked the Seven Lakes 
offense. The Spartans drove 
down the field, chewed time 
off the clock and on a third 
and goal from the 11, Patel 
rolled out and found Matt on 
a corner route in the back of 
the endzone to take the lead 
with under three minutes left. 
Foster tried to drive down the 
field and answer back, but 
Justin sealed the game when he 
intercepted a pass with under a 
minute remaining. 

“In practice we always talk 
about how to close out games 
and we repeat it, how to do a 
two-minute drill, how to close 
out a game defensively, so we 
aren’t ever pressed in game,” 
Ryan said. “We know what to 
do in these situations and I 
think just that experience has 
really helped us these first two 
weeks when we have needed to 
make plays down the stretch to 
win games.”

Ryan ended the game with 
three receptions for 50 yards 
while Matt had two receptions 
for 17 yards. Kaiser Floyd led 
the Spartans in receiving yards 
with three catches for 55 yards 
while Patel ended the night 
with 167 yards through the air 
and Apollo Lema had 62 yards 
rushing. 

The Spartans start the 
gauntlet of District 19-6A next 
with Cinco Ranch up first. Sev-
en Lakes knows there are things 
to clean up and get better with 

going forward if they are to 
accomplish their goals, but 
they are also going to celebrate 
this — the program's first 2-0 
start since 2014 — and having a 
trio of Fowler’s who can light a 
spark for the team and make a 
big play at any time.

“I have three sons also — an 
older son and twins,” Hamon 
said. “I told Justin, Ryan and 
Matt the other day, I hope my 

three boys are like you three 
when they are your age. Those 
three are just the epitome of 
what you want brothers to 
be like and what you want 
teammates to be like. When 
you have that in a locker room, 
it just rubs off on everyone that 
they are around. I couldn’t be 
prouder of those guys and I’m 
so happy to have the privilege 
of coaching them.”

from page B1
SPARTANS

FILE PHOTO

Seven Lakes' sideline celebrates after Keaton Fowler-Smith intercepted a pass in overtime during a game between Seven Lakes and Memorial at Legacy Stadium last season. 

PHOTO COURTESY BEN SIMISKEY

From left to right, Ryan, Matt and Justin Fowler pose with their parents, Paul and Rosalyn Fowler, after Seven Lakes won its game against Richmond Foster on 
Thursday. 

SEVEN LAKES 14, FOSTER 10
Seven Lakes	 0	 7	 0	 7	 --	 14
Foster		  0	 0	 7	 3	 --	 10

Second quarter
SL: Shaan Patel 20 pass to Ryan Fowler (Alex 
Farinez kick) 10:19

Third quarter
F: Addison Ojaku 5 run (Nick Lopez kick) 0:58

Fourth quarter
F: Lope 23 field goal, 7:45
SL: Patel 11 pass to Matt Fowler (Farinez kick) 
2:56

  Team stats
 	           S. LAKES	    FOSTER
First downs	 14	    9
Yards rushing	 27-65	    36-179
Yards passing	 167	    18
Passes		  16-24-2-0	    2-12-0-1
Punts		  5-25.6	    3-37.6
Fumbles-lost	 1-1	    2-1
Penalty-yards	 2-25	    4-40

Individual Statistics
Rushing – Seven Lakes: Apollo Lema, 19-62; 
Braylon Hayes, 5-26; Shaan Patel, 2-(-4); 
Team: 1-(-19); Foster: Oscar Bargas, 20-134; 
Addison Ojaku, 10-43; Garrett Barham, 2-5; AJ 
Akinbile, 1-2; Kaleb Lawson, 2-(-5);
Passing – Seven Lakes: Shaan Patel, 16-24-
167-2-0; Foster: Kaleb Lawson, 1-7-8-0-0; 
Garrett Barham, 1-5-10-0-1;
Receiving – Seven Lakes: Kaiser Floyd, 3-55; 
Ryan Fowler, 3-50-1; Matt Fowler, 2-17-1; 
Peter Noonan, 2-14; Apollo Lema, 1-13; Carter 
Hatten, 3-12; Braylon Hayes, 1-6; Foster: Riley 
Blanton, 2-18;
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Woodcreek Reserve Municipal Utility District will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax 
rate for the tax year 2024 on Thursday, September 26, 2024 at 4:00 p.m., at the Katy Civic Center, 
910 Ave. C, Katy, Texas 77493.  Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or 
even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value 
of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the 
taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property 
determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: C. Foster, C. Caruthers, D. Cresap, M. Sheahan &
 J. Perkins

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: (none)

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $    0.450 /$100  $     0.420 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  -$0.030 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -6.6667%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $556,592  $611,429

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions) -$83,489   -$122,286      

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $473,103  $489,143

Tax on average residence homestead $ 2,128.96  $ 2,054.40

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  -$74.56
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  -3.5022%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than
3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and
maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Fort Bend County Municipal Utility District No. 151 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on Monday, September 23, 2024 at 12:00 p.m., at
Inframark Water & Infrastructure Services, 2002 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 100, Katy, 
TX 77449. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease,
depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property 
in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of 
your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the 
distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: K. Gier, N. Shipley, L. James, J. Ciarella & C. McFarland

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: (none)

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ 0 .820 /$100  $ 0.780 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  -$0.040  /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -4.8780%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $471,727  $510,978

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $           0     $           0       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $471,727  $510,978

Tax on average residence homestead $ 3 ,868.16  $ 3,985.63

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $117.47
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  3.0368%
 

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate 
that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than eight 
percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to 
determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax 
rate under Section 49.23603, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Senior Jordan wide receiver 
Andrew Marsh was named the 
Built Ford Tough Texas High 
School Football Player of the Week 
for Class 6A in the first week of the 
regular season for Class 6A after a 
big performance in the Warrior’s 
win over Cy-Creek.

After committing to The Uni-
versity of Michigan the week prior, 
Marsh came out on fire in the 
Warriors' season opener, catching 
four passes for 169 yards and two 
touchdowns while adding a 90-
yard kickoff return for a touch-
down in Jordan’s 66-20 win over 
Cy-Creek.

“He’s just a complete wide 
receiver,” said Jordan head coach 
Mike Rabe. “He blocks well, runs 
well, returns kicks — he’s the com-
plete package. He has also lifted 
his teammates along with him 
and now he has set his sights on 
a successful senior season before 
joining the Wolverines.”

It’s the second time Marsh has 
been named the Ford Tough Player 
of the Week. He also earned the 
honors last year in the last week of 
the regular season after catching 
eight passes for 240 yards and five 
touchdowns in a win over Morton 
Ranch that clinched Jordan’s first 
ever playoff berth. He finished 
his junior year with 65 catches for 
1,158 yards and 15 touchdowns, 
averaging over 105 yards per game.

“This offense gives me so many 
opportunities because we have a 
lot of weapons,” Marsh said after 
the win over Cy-Creek. “I get put in 
man-on-man because they can’t 

focus on one guy and when that 
happens, I don’t think anyone can 
guard me one-on-one. With all the 
pieces we have on the team and 
the way we spread the ball around 
it’s a big help. It gets me the 
matchups that I want, and I feel 
like I can win every time, it doesn’t 
matter who is across from me.”

Marsh worked well with both of 
Jordan’s quarterbacks in the game, 
as Jordan played both Dominic 
Cangolosi and Beau Bryant and he 
is excited for the Warriors' team to 
continue to learn and grow as the 
season progresses.

“This was huge for us to start 
the season this way,” Marsh said. 
“We came out and we took care 
of business — that is what we 
should expect to do after the team. 
Now we have to keep focusing on 
getting better and carry it over into 
next week and district, because 
that is the most important thing.”

Jordan’s Marsh 
named Ford Tough 
Player of the Week

FILE PHOTO

Andrew Marsh catches a pass during Saturday's 
game between Jordan and Paetow at Legacy 
Stadium. 

Above: Andrew 
Marsh tries to get 
past Katy's Jacob 

Hilton during 
Friday's game 

between Katy and 
Jordan at Legacy 

Stadium. Right: 
Andrew Marsh 
catches a pass 

during a game 
between Jordan 
and Cinco Ranch 

at Rhodes Stadium 
last year. 

FILE PHOTOS
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The BROOKSHIRE - KATY DRAINAGE DISTRICT will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
tax rate for the tax year 2024 – 2025 on MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 AT 8:30A.M. at 1111 
KENNEY STREET, BROOKSHIRE, TEXAS 77423. Your individual taxes may increase at a 
greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the 
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all 
other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the
taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax burden among all
property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/Property Taxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: ARNOLD ENGLAND, DAVID WELCH,
 BLAKE BECKENDORFF, JOHN CHISUM
AGAINST the proposal: PAT KEELING
PRESENT and not voting: NONE
ABSENT: NONE

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)  0.060420 /$100   0.057898 /$100
 Adopted        Proposed
 
Difference in rates per $100 of value  $  - 0.0025   /$100

Percentage increase/decrease in rates(+/-)     -4.17  %

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $  392,390   $  442,158 

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions) $       0          $       0             

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $  392,390   $  442,158 

Tax on average residence homestead $   237.08    $    256.00 

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
  proposed tax rate is adopted $    18.92  
  and percentage of decrease       7.98    %
 

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate 
that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than eight 
percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to 
determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax 
rate under Section 49.23603, Water Code..

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The FORT BEND COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 57 will hold a public
hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on Monday, September 23, 2024, at 9:00 
a.m. at Pine Mill Ranch Community Center, 26810 Pine Mill Ranch Drive, Katy, Texas. Your 
individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax 
rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 
tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information 
about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Bill Lyle, Randy Rodriguez, Chris Tolle, Gina Babineaux,
 Steve McConnell

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.76800 /$100  $0.72600 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed
 
Difference in rates per $100 of value  $-0.04200 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -5.47%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $472,334.00  $516,682.00

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
      disabled person’s exemptions) $0.00   $0.00

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $472,334.00  $516,682.00

Tax on average residence homestead $3,627.53  $3,751.11

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
  proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $123.59
  and percentage of increase (+/-)  3.41%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than
3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and
maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code. 

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at
281-482-0216.

strength of this defense is all of us 
can adapt and play how we need 
to against any team. No matter 
what the offense throws at us, we 
feel like we are a step ahead. We 
just have to keep getting better 
as well.”

The defense’s impact not 
only helped keep Austin off the 
board, but it allowed the offense 
to grow into the game after a slow 
start. After Austin scored on its 
first drive on a 44-yard run by 
David Bishop to go up 6-0, the 
Mayde Creek defense forced a 
fumble that the Rams recovered 
and then a turnover on downs 
on the next two drives and the 
Rams' offense finally found its 
footing late in the half, going on 
a 74-yard drive and scoring on a 
13-yard pass from Cole Jensen to 
Trey Williams that gave Mayde 
Creek a one-point lead going into 
the half.

The Rams forced a turnover 
on downs on Austin to start 
the second half and on Mayde 
Creek’s first play from scrimmage 
in the half Christian Bradford 
took a handoff and scored what 
would end up being the winning 
touchdown, racing 80 yards past 
the defense and putting Mayde 
Creek up by eight points. 

“We had talked at halftime 
how we need to embrace the 
physicality at halftime and how 
we were the faster more physical 
team if we just chose to be,” said 
senior quarterback Cole Jensen. 
“We knew that is how we could 
win this game was by being 
physical, so it was huge because 
it set the tone for the rest of the 
half and after that it just lifted the 
whole team up. We knew that we 
were going to fight and find a way 
to come out with the win.”

Austin answered back on its 
next drive, going 60 yards on its 

drive and scoring on a 14-yard 
run from Koen Herrmann, but 
the Rams' defense came up big 
again and stopped the two-point 
conversion, keeping Mayde 
Creek up 14-12 in what would 
end up being the final score.

Mayde Creek had chances 
to extend its lead and dropped 
two passes in the endzone in the 
game on drives that ended up 
with no points, but the defense 
came up huge again down the 
stretch, causing a turnover on 
downs with just over two minutes 
left in the game, also stopping 
Austin’s final drive of the game in 
the final seconds to seal the win.

“It’s been huge to see the way 
these guys are learning how to 
win games,” said Mayde Creek 
head coach Mike Arogbonlo. 
“They’re finding ways to win, 
however that is. Last week we 
didn’t score a touchdown on 
offense, but we found a way to 
win. This week, we score two 
touchdowns on offense and you 
can see these guys starting to get 
it and grow together and pick 
things up. If we can get all three 
phases clicking the way I believe 
we can, this can be a really spe-
cial group.”

The offense for Mayde Creek 

took a step forward in the game. 
They had 170 rushing yards and 
110 passing yards and finished 
two drives while moving the ball 
well, but the team knows there 
is still a ways to go to reach their 
full potential. 

“It’s a process and it can take 
a while on offense for a team 
to get down those intricacies, 
especially since I only got here in 
June,” Arogbonlo said. “You can 
see these guys though — they’re 
all getting on the same page and 
learning how things should run 
and what we can do. We executed 
a lot better tonight and I’m proud 
of those guys for that, but we 
still have some work to do. We’re 
driving the ball but once we get 
into district, we have to finish 
drives a bit better.”

It was a special moment for 
Arogbonlo as he went up against 
the team he coached for four 
years before leaving to become 
the quarterbacks coach at Dun-
canville last year. Austin players 
and coaches went up to him after 
the game and he shared mo-
ments with them and his family 
after.

But Arogbonlo’s focus is on 
the Creek. The Rams get Taylor 
next week in the first week of Dis-
trict 19-6A action in what might 
be a matchup of sheer strength 
and will between the teams. The 
one thing that the Rams know 
is that they will be ready for the 
challenge. 

“We have to be even more 
physical than we have been,” 
Okpala said. “We know how 
tough Taylor is and we have to 
match that. We’re going to come 
out here and lock in every day 
in practice and keep working. 
We want to start out district hot 
and we have to be locked in if we 
want to do that.”

MAYDE CREEK 14, FORT BEND AUSTIN 12
Fort Bend Austin	 6	 0	 6	 0	 --	 12	  
Mayde Creek		  0	 7	 7	 0	 --	 14 

 
First quarter

A: David Bishop 44 run, 7:35 
Second quarter

MC: Cole Jensen 13 pass to Trey Williams (Michael Garcia kick) 3:41
Third quarter

MC: Christian Bradford 80 run (Garcia kick) 7:02
A: Koen Herrmann 14 run, 4:37

 
Team stats

 		  AUSTIN	 MAYDE CREEK
First downs		  15		  13
Yards rushing		  35-137	 26-169
Yards passing		  218		 111
Passes		  16-38-0-0	 12-23-1-0
Punts		  N/A		 3-36
Fumbles-lost		  3-1		  0-0
Penalty-yards		  7-60	 1-5

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing – Mayde Creek: Christian Bradford, 4-90-1; Ansel Carter, 10-45; Daylin 
Robinson 6-39; Michael Shifatu, 2-5; Cole Jensen, 5-16; Austin: David Bishop, 
21-93-1; Koen Herrmann, 14-44-1; 
Passing – Mayde Creek: Cole Jensen, 12-23-110-1-0; Austin: Koen Herrmann, 
16-38-207-0-0;
Receiving – Mayde Creek: Daylin Robinson, 3-59; Trey Williams, 2-27-1; Chad 
Nelson, 7-22; Ansel Carter, 1-3; Austin: Mo Poko, 4-64; Michael Abboud, 2-52; 
Titas Anasti, 3-40; Chrishun Fitch, 3-31; David Bishop, 5-31; 

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

Kosi Okpala poses for a photo after Mayde 
Creek’s win over Fort Bend Austin on Saturday.

Cole Jensen poses for a photo after Mayde 
Creek’s win over Fort Bend Austin on Saturday.

from page B1
RAMS

“We know how tough 
Taylor is and we have 
to match that. We’re 
going to come out here 
and lock in every day 
in practice and keep 
working. We want to 
start out district hot and 
we have to be locked in 
if we want to do that.”
— KOSI OKPALA

Find out what all your
friends are talking aboutYOURYOUR  NEWS.

YOURYOUR  WAY. Follow us on Facebook for easy access to KATY TIMES

TheKatyTimes
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Leading Orthopedic Care to

KEEP YOU 
MOVING

Whether you’re suffering from simple aches and pains or recovering from 
a complex injury, our board-certifi ed specialists develop treatment plans 
tailored to your unique needs. From diagnosis and treatment through 
physical therapy and rehabilitation, we have the expertise to get you back 
on your feet and keep you moving.

Our orthopedic and sports medicine specialists can 
help keep your body in motion. 

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics

832.522.8280

59

45

8

610

610

Katy-West Houston

20+ convenient locations across Greater Houston

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & 
Sports Medicine 

Houston Methodist Orthopedic 
Injury Clinic — offering 
same-day care

Katy falls to 16th place in 
Dave Campbell Rankings

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy fell in this week’s Dave 
Campbell Texas Football Rank-
ings in week three, dropping to 
No. 16 after the team’s loss to 
Atascocita in week two.

The Tigers were ranked No. 
11 last week and dropped five 
spots after the loss. The Tigers 

lost 41-24 in the game but 
played well for three quarters 
against a team ranked ninth 
overall in the state. 

Duncanville moved to the 
top spot in Class 6A in the state, 
while North Shore was second, 
North Crowley was third, West-
lake was fourth and DeSoto 
dropped from first to fifth after 
a loss. Atacocita remained at 
No. 9, while other Houston 
area schools included Summer 
Creek at six, The Woodlands 
at 13, Bridgeland at 14 and 
Fulshear at 15. 

Gunner Nelson throws the ball during a 
game last year between Katy and Cinco 
Ranch at Legacy Stadium.

FILE PHOTO 

Rank 	 School 	 (Record) 	Week 2 				    Prv rank
1 	 Duncanville 	 (1-0) 	 W: Dallas South Oak Cliff, 34-12 	 2
2 	 Galena Park N. Shore 	 (2-0) 	 W: Crowley, 28-13 			  3
3 	 North Crowley 	 (2-0) 	 W: DeSoto, 57-51 			   5
4 	 Austin Westlake 	 (2-0) 	 W: San Benito, 63-7		   4
5 	 DeSoto 	 (1-1) 	 L: North Crowley, 57-51 		  1
6 	 Humble Summer Creek (2-0) 	 W: Houston Lamar, 52-0 		  6
7 	 Southlake Carroll 	 (2-0) 	 W: Lewisville Hebron, 59-16 		  7
8 	 Lake Travis 	 (2-0) 	 W: Rockwall, 45-42 		  8
9 	 Humble Atascocita 	 (2-0) 	 W: Katy, 41-24 			   9
10 	 Cibolo Steele 	 (2-0) 	 W: SA Reagan, 62-34 		  10
11 	 Allen 	 (2-0) 	 W: Cedar Hill, 42-14 		  15
12 	 Coppell 	 (2-0) 	 W: Waxahachie, 28-27 OT 		  13
13 	 The Woodlands 	 (2-0) 	 W: Deer Park, 52-24 		  16
14 	 Bridgeland 	 (2-0) 	 W: 41-24, Katy Tompkins 		  17
15 	 Lamar Fulshear 	 (2-0) 	 W: Fort Bend Ridge Point, 49-41 	 20
16 	 Katy 	 (1-1) 	 L: Humble Atascocita, 41-24 		  11
17 	 Denton Guyer 	 (2-0) 	 W: 38-19, Arlington Martin 		  21
18 	 Rockwall 	 (1-1) 	 L: Lake Travis, 45-42 		  18
19 	 Fort Bend Ridge Point 	 (1-1) 	 L: Lamar Fulshear, 49-41 		  14
20 	 Prosper 	 (1-1) 	 W: Rockwall-Heath, 49-18 		  25 
21 	 Klein Cain 	 (2-0) 	 W: The Woodlands College Park, 40-17 	 NR
22 	 Northwest Nelson 	 (2-0) 	 W: Lewisville, 32-28 		  NR
23 	 Fort Bend Hightower 	 (2-0) 	 W: Spring Westfield, 14-7 		  NR
24 	 Spring Westfield 	 (1-1) 	 L: Fort Bend Hightower, 14-7 		  12
25 	 Willis 	 (2-0) 	 W: Klein Collins, 40-7 		  NR

Dropped out: No. 19 Austin Vandegrift, No. 22 Cedar Hill, No. 23 SA Reagan, No. 24 Dickinson

CLASS 6A
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