KATY CLINCHES
DISTRICT TITLE
WITH WIN OVER
TOMPKINS

SPORTS | B1

VOLUME 112, ISSUE 45

Local activist
passes away
at age 66

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Brenda Joyce Washington,

a local community activist who
was instrumental in creating and
organizing the first Juneteenth
Parade and Celebration in Katy,
has died. She passed away on
October 18, 2024.

Born June 26, 1958, to Booker
T. and Ruthie Washington,
Washington graduated from
Katy ISD in 1977 and furthered
her education at Houston
Community College and later
Wharton Junior College. She
married Walter Wigfall and had
one son, Walter Washington
Wigfall.

In 1999 she moved to San
Francisco where she was
employed by San Francisco
Community Convalescent
Hospital was Executive Board
Vice President of SEIU United
Healthcare Workers West. She
returned to Katy and later
founded The Katy Texas African
American Heritage Society in
April 2022, according to previous
reporting in the Katy Times. She
helped organize celebrations for
Kwanza as well as Juneteenth. A
frequent attendee of City of Katy
council meetings, Washington
ran unsuccessfully for city
council herself but continued
to speak out on behalf of Katy’s
historically black Danover
community. She was also active
in the Antioch Baptist Church.

Washington is survived by
mother Ruthie Washington,
sister Beverlen Washington,
brother Zenora Washington,
companion Desmond Noel,
sister-in-law Brenda Washington

See WASHINGTON, page A3

CITY OF KATY COUNCIL MEETING VIDEO, MARCH 25, 2024

Brenda Washington returns to her seat
after addressing city council on March 25,
2024, thanking council members for their
support of the community’s 2023 Kwanza
celebration.

HAVE A NEWS TIP?

news@katytimes.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
281-391-3141

86037740051

November 7, 2024
12 pages | $1

7 7

KATY COMMUNITY CELEBRATES DIWALI

ﬂ»‘h\\‘h\\‘hﬁ‘l}‘)v‘)»‘»‘h\\‘hﬁ‘hﬁ‘)”ﬁg

¥

o

e %@ :
ol

Xt
Katy Merrell Center

A November 22nd-24th, 2024 §

¢
A homefortheholidaysgiftmarket.com ¥
s

Q!

DRI/ ID/B/IJD/I|IBB/D,
QEEeEEeEEEE

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2024

HOUSTON

ethadist

EDICINE

PHOTO COURTESY OF HOUSTON METHODIST WEST HOSPITAL

Preparing to officially break ground on Houston Methodist West Hospital’s new $62 million comprehensive care center are (left to right): Kyle Roth, Vice President of Capital Planning; Dr. Carla
Braxton, Chief Medical Officer and Chief Quality Officer of Houston Methodist West Hospital; Xavier Escobar, Director of Real Estate; Lateishe Walters, Comprehensive Care Center Administrator;
Sean Menogan, Senior Vice President, Construction, Design, & Real Estate; Kyle Stanzel, Vice President & Chief Operating Officer of Houston Methodist West Hospital; Stephen Spielman, Senior Vice
President & Chief Operating Officer of Physician Organization and President, Primary Care Group; Margaret Head, Vice President of Clinical Operations; Amy Premetz, Vice President of Revenue Cycle
Operations; Nathan Jacobs, Vice President of Operations; Laura Matthews, Physician Organization Administrator, Human Resources Operations; and Lora Burger, Vice President of Finance & Business
Analytics. The ceremony took place on October 30 at 26000 FM 1093 in Richmond.

Houston Methodist breaks ground
on Gomprehensive Gare Genter

FROM STAFF REPORTS open in early 2026.

“This is not just a building;
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Stephen Spielman, Senior Vice President & Chief Operating Officer of Physician Organization
and President, Primary Care Group outlines the three new technological innovations that will
be in place at Houston Methodist West Hospital’s new comprehensive care center, to be located

On October 30, Houston
Methodist broke ground on a
65,000-sq. ft. new comprehensive
care center near the Fulshear
area, adjacent to its current emer-
gency care center in Cinco Ranch
at 26000 FM 1093 in Richmond.
The three-story state-of-the-art
facility is designed to transform
the patient experience, officials
said at the event, representing
one of the first of its kind, offering
integration of services to meet
the health needs of the growing

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

it’s a new approach to health
care,” said Stephen Spielman,
senior vice president and chief
operating officer of the Houston
Methodist Physician Organiza-
tion. “Our new comprehensive
care center will change the way
people access care, making it
easier, faster and more patient-fo-
cused than ever before. From
routine checkups to specialized
treatments, it’s all here—right in
the heart of the community.”

at 26000 FM 1093 in Richmond.

community. The center is set to See HOSPITAL, page A3

Volunteers and staff at the City of Katy’s animal control department introduce some of the dogs who have been taken in by
the facility. From left to right: Volunteer Dominique Booth has handsome pit bull mix Ricky on a leash, City of Katy Animal
Control Supervisor David Brown kneels with bull mastiff Jax, and volunteer Catherine Newlin holds a shy Pearl, who is a
terrier mix. The facility is nearly full, with only seven spots available to accommodate more dogs. Brown says there is an
immediate need for adopters and fosters for the animals there now, which include 13 dogs and three cats.

Katy animal control nears capacity;
adopters and fosters needed

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

PUBLISHER

There may not be room at the inn for our

furry friends this holiday season.

State of the
College

HCC may consider
name change

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

PUBLISHER

The Houston Community College
system welcomed area leaders “To
the Metaverse and Beyond” in the
annual “State of the College” break-
fast on November 1 at the Hilton
Americas at 1600 Lamar in Houston.

Over 900 attendees gathered for
the program on the college system’s
key initiatives. About 100 HCC staff
members manned 19 booths outside
the meeting room, showcasing the
varied programs offered by the
college.

Chancellor Margaret Ford Fisher,
Ed.D., who just completed her first
year in her position, recapped several
important initiatives from the past
year, including the development of
apprenticeship programs.

Fisher outlined plans for the com-
ing year, which include consideration
of a name change for the community
college system. As Houston Com-
munity College continues to evolve
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People are often having to give up their
pets in today’s economy, Brown said,
as they face the challenges of feeding - now offering a pair of four-year
their families or dealing with healthcare degrees -- the “community college”
expenses. name may no longer fit. HCC is seek-

City of Katy Animal Control Supervisor
David Brown told the Katy Times that the
animal control facility operated by the city
is nearing capacity — and that there is very
little help in sight for the animals that end
up there.

“Alot of animal rescues and shelters in
the area are in the same situation that we
are in,” Brown said. Those shelters are also
at their limit and are unable to take in any
more animals, he said.

Brown said that, although pet
surrenders are not accepted at the city
facility, that there is “a lot of dog dumping”
there. Arrangements must be made in
advance with the department for officers
to retrieve the pet from a Katy residence
that falls within the City of Katy city limits
- and only within the city limits. “If you
get your water bill from the City of Katy,

See ANIMALS, page A3

ing community input on the change,
Fisher said. Next, she described the
development of HCC’s Global Online
College which will offer more than
60 online programs when it officially
launches in 2025. Fisher said the
online college was of interest to com-

See COLLEGE, page A3
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Libraries’ book festival
to include performance
by Polynesian storyteller

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Fort Bend County Libraries’
annual book festival will take place
on Saturday, November 16, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., at George Memorial
Library, 1001 Golfview, Richmond.
All events are free and open to the
public.

In keeping with the theme for
the year of “Myths & Legends,” a
“Polynesian Storytelling” perfor-
mance will take place in the library’s
Jodie E. Stavinoha Amphitheater at
11 a.m. The family-friendly perfor-
mance will be repeated at 12 p.m.

Young Audiences of Houston
teaching artist Malia’s Hula Hut
dancers will demonstrate the beau-
tiful storytelling techniques that are
woven into the song and dance of
Polynesia, including the hula from
the islands of Hawai'i, Tahitian
from the islands of Tahiti, the Haka
and Poi Balls of New Zealand, and
fire-knife dancing from Samoa.
Although these dances may often
be seen performed together in a
Polynesian show, they are unique
and represent various cultures.

The book festival will also feature
workshops designed to encourage
aspiring writers of all ages and
genres. Creative and inspiring
programs are planned for children
as well as adults who dream of
becoming published authors.

Games and activities will be on
hand at a special Kids’ Book Car-
nival from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., in the
Bohachevsky Gallery on the lower
level of the library.

Anytime between 10 a.m. and
12 p.m., teens (aged 13 and up) and
adults will have an opportunity to
test their puzzle-solving skills in a
“Mythic Mayhem Escape Room,” in
the Meeting Room. In this come-
and-go activity, teams of up to
eight members will enter through a
virtual portal into another place and
time, where they must solve puzzles
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to find their way through mythical
worlds to return to the present.

Readers will have an opportunity
to visit with local authors at a meet-
and-greet area in the lobby. From
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., interact with pub-
lished writers Tabitha Voight, Susan
Nwokedi, Monica Vidalon-Wolf,
Tiffany Obeng, and Dee Osah, who
will all be available for questions,
autographs, and photographs. Cop-
ies of their books will be available
for sale and signing.

The keynote address for the book
festival will be given by FBCL's fea-
tured “Community Reads” author
Stacey Swann from 1 to 2 p.m., in
the Meeting Room of the library.

Readers who participated in Fort
Bend County Libraries “Commu-
nity Reads” initiative were given
raffle tickets for a drawing that will
take place at 1 p.m., in the Meeting
Room, just prior to the keynote
address by Stacey Swann. A second
raffle will also take place for every-
one who did not participate in the
book-club meetings.

Food trucks will be on hand, and
visitors are invited to eat lunch while
enjoying the festive atmosphere
of alive dance performance in the
outdoor amphitheater.

The event is made possible by
the Friends of the George Memo-
rial Library. Visitors may browse
through the Friends of the Library
Fall Book Sale, which will take place
at the front entrance of the library
throughout the Book Festival. Cash
and checks are welcome; credit
cards cannot be accepted. Proceeds
from the sale provide funding for
adult and children’s programs, cul-
tural events, and staff development
and continuing-education programs
for library employees.

For more information, see Fort
Bend County Libraries’ website
(www.fortbend.lib.tx.us), or call the
library system’s Communications
Office (281-633-4734).
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Calling all gumbo cookers
for the Fulshear Police
Foundation’s November 9
cookoff

It's a gumbo cook-off that’s
free to enter - on November 9
from 1 to 5 p.m. at Cross Creek
Ranch, 6450 Cross Creek Bend
Lane in Fulshear. Enjoy family
fun, live and silent auctions,
and live music, sponsored by
the Fulshear Police Foundation.
There's plenty to see and do—in-
cluding police car and fire truck
displays. Sign up your team today
by calling 713-299-6222, or visit
fulshearpolicefoundation.com
for more details.

Support local kiddos with

special needs through the

November 9‘Katy Bar the
Door’ Poker Run

Join the Katy Elks Lodge 2628
in raising funds for local children
with special needs through the
Katy Bar the Door Poker Run
on Saturday, November 09. All
forms of transport are welcome.
Registration will be held at the
Elks Lodge, 1050 Katy Fort Bend
Road in Katy, from 11 a.m. to 12
p-m. “Wheels Out” at noon with
return by 5 p.m. Start and finish
at Katy Elks Lodge 2628. Stops
include Katy Elks Lodge, 510
Bar, Texas Borders, Scholars &
Scoundrels, Cigar International
and Katy Beer Garden. Online
pre-registration per passport
is $40 + 3.25 online fee and
includes dinner. The event will
benefit Texas Elks Children’s
Services. Contact Johnny Lee for
more details at 832- 894-5079 or
jlsef71@yahoo.com.

Enjoy baby goats
and more at Rose
Therapeutic Farm'’s Fall
Festival on November 9-10
Come out to 1324 Peach Ridge
Road in Brookshire and meet
all of the new animals at Rose
Therapeutic Farm during their
Fall Festival on November 9 and
10. From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., enjoy
chicken poop bingo, crafting on

, facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR WAY.

Find out what all your friends

are talking about - follow us on

Facebook for easy access to
The Katy Times!

the farm and offerings from local
vendors and artisans. Partake in
goodies from food trucks, includ-
ing the Kona Ice Truck or bring
your own picnic if you would
like. Tickets may be obtained at
fareharbor.com/embeds/book/
goatyogakaty/items/417965.

KATY AARP chapter meeting
set for November 12

The Katy chapter of AARP will
meet Tuesday, November 12th,
at Midway BBQ, 6191 Highway
Blvd in Katy. The meeting will
start at 6:30 p.m. with a short
meeting and announcements.
Afterwards, entertainment will
be provided by Cindy St. Cyr, a
professional jazz singer who has
specialized in music wellness
programs for over 35 years.

Her music programs reduce
stress and anxiety and promote
empowering changes. Visitors
are welcome. Allow time to
purchase any food before the
meeting starts.

Katy Library to hold two
events on November 13

The Katy Branch Library of
the Harris County Public Library
System has announced two
events for November 13:

o Friends of the Library Fund-
raiser @ Mod Pizza Wednesday,
November 13 all day. Visit Mod
Pizza 2812 W Grand Parkway N,
Suite 100, Katy, TX 77449 any
time on Wednesday, November
13 to help raise funds for the Katy
Branch Library. Make sure to tell
them you are there to support the
Friends of the Katy Library, and
20% of sales will go directly to
support the library. If you order
online at modpizza.com or on
the MOD app, make sure to use
the digital code "MODGIVES20."

« How to Identify and Respond
to Domestic Minor Trafficking
Wednesday, November 13 from
3:30 to 5 p.m. at the library at 5414
Franz Road in Katy. This free
program for adults will be hosted
by Children's Assessment Center.
The seminar will cover Domestic
Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST)
which will be defined. Experts
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will also teach you how to identify
it, respond to it, and identify local
resources for victims. This train-
ing is for adults only.

City of Katy to host fall
community campout
November 15-16

Pack your tent and sleeping
bags for a night of family fun
including activities, dinner,
an outdoor movie, s'mores,
and a light breakfast during
the City of Katy Parks & Recre-
ation Department’s annual fall
community campout. The event
will be held at VFW Park at 6202
George Bush Drive in Katy. Set-
up begins Friday at 4 p.m. and
camp breaks by 9 a.m. Saturday
morning. You may bring your
own food and drinks. No alcohol
permitted. Bring your own tent
and sleeping necessities. No
campers or trailers. Electricity
not provided. Public restrooms
are available. Kids must be
accompanied by an adult. No
pets allowed. Attendees are
required to register for this event
regardless of your plans to stay
the night. It is a free event, but
space is limited! Registration
must be received by November
10. Register at cityofkaty.com/
government/city-departments/
parks-recreation/communi-
ty-events/community-campout.

Learn how to break the
‘menstrual stigma’at a
workshop on November 16

Mathru Krupa Foundation, a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization
that works to raise menstrual
hygiene awareness and eradi-
cate period poverty, is. hosting
a "Break Menstrual Stigma!"
awareness event on November
16th at the Katy Library, 5414
Franz. The event is focused on
raising boys' awareness about
menstruation, the problems
faced by girls, and how they can
be supportive. The meeting will
be from 3 to 4 p.m. in the Meeting
Room at the library. There is no
charge to attend but seats are
limited - RSVP at tinyurl.com/
MKFformRSVP.
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criminal charges

Hairpiece

Variety acts
“Mystic River” actor Sean

Remove salt

Went out with
Type of bread 37
Popular Eagles song

. The lowest cardinal number 47. Cockatoo
38. Popular Miller beer 48. Dred Scott decision

Philosophy degree .

Yes vote 40. Pokes holes in deliverer

Passports and licenses 4L. Closes.t to ) 49. Explosion exclamation
are two 42. Folk singer DiFranco 52 Canadian fl
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Pounds per square inch 44. Flat ruler 53. Houston university

A way to launch an 45. Lacking the means to do 54. At some prior time
attack on something 55. Red, swollen mark

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Fun By The Numbers

Here’s How It Works:

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.
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you live in the city limits,” Brown
said.

There are 16 pets - 13 dogs and
three cats - currently in the Katy
facility. Brown says there is room
to take seven more animals - but
that is not a lot of space when six
more dogs are found in one of the
city’s neighborhoods, as they were
during the last week of October.
Fortunately, Animal Control was
able to reunite those dogs with
their owner - and Brown says
that is always the objective of his
department. “We always want to
get them back home,” he said.

If an animal has current tags,
Brown and his officers can contact
the owner if the information is
correct. Microchipping also helps
in matching owners with their lost
pets, he added.

Brown said that the animal
control department should be
the very last resort for someone
who can no longer keep their pet.
He recommended first reaching
out to friends and family to try to
rehome the pet, then contacting
the larger nonprofit animal
rescues in the area. Brown said
that the department never wants

to euthanize an animal but that
sometimes they have no choice.
Brown also outlined other ways
for area residents to help the City
of Katy’s overcrowded animal
control department. Donations
- both monetary and of food and
supplies - are always welcome.
Canned food is especially needed,
he said. Volunteers are needed,
too, particularly when the depart-
ment does an adoption event in
conjunction with area rescues.
And for those who cannot adopt
or foster but who still want to be
involved in helping the dogs is in

the shelter, Brown recommended
volunteering at the department
to help socialize the dogs who are
isolated in kennels. “We’re not a
shelter,” he said. “This is no place
for a puppy to grow up.”

Animal lovers can also follow
the department on social media
and share photos of animals who
need a home. To view the pets
now being housed at the facility,
go to cityofkaty.com/government/
city-departments/police-depart-
ment/animal-control/pets-in-the-
shelter.

The facility is located just off the

I-10 feeder road at 25839 I-10 East
between FM 1463 and Pin Oak Per-
sons wishing to visit any animals in
the shelter may do so by making an
appointment.

Individuals who are interested
in adopting or fostering a pet in
the shelter may contact any of the
city’s approved nonprofit rescue
groups listed on their website at
cityofkaty.com/government/city-
departments/police-department/
animal-control.

For more information, please
contact Brown at dbrown@katypd.
com.

COLLEGE

from page A1

panies like Shell and Chevron, who have
employees around the world, as well as to
military personnel.

HCC is also involved in the future of
urban transportation, Fisher said, predicting
that “the Houston skies will be filled with
flying taxis.” HCC is partnering with BP,
NASA and the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion in the development of vertical takeoff
helicopters, which she said would “change
the landscape.”

Fisher then discussed how HCC is leading
education in the development of metaverse
technologies for the classroom. She shared
HCC's leadership role in the development
of virtual reality technology for education
and discussed the impact the metaverse will
have on society, business, and education. The
college will combine virtual reality, ambient
intelligence and artificial intelligence to cre-
ate the future of online interactions. “Avatars
will be common,” she said, describing how
the technology will change how meetings
- and even college classes -- may be conduct-
ed. Her points were underscored through an
interview with industry leaders Sean Guerre,
Executive Director OF Stone Fort Group and
Edwin Bailey, Senior Preconstruction Tech-
nologist for Skanska.

The State of the College program also fea-
tured remarks by the HCC Board Chair Dr.
Cynthia Lenton-Gary, who called the event
“the highlight of our year,” providing an
opportunity to update the community about
the college system and to provide a “forecast
of things to come.” For 53 years, she said,
the college has been a source of opportunity
for students, providing quality education
that is accessible and affordable.

HOSPITAL

from page A1

Houston Methodist
Comprehensive Care
Center in Cinco Ranch will
serve as a blueprint for
future health care facilities
and further advance Hous-
ton Methodist’s initiative
to redesign care - which
is reshaping health care
delivery and prioritizing
accessibility, innovation
and quality to ensure the
future of medicine begins
today, said the company in
a later press release.

The Houston Method-
ist Comprehensive Care
Center in Cinco Ranch will
provide convenience by
consolidating a wide range
of services under one roof,
including:

¢ Primary care and
same-day clinic appoint-
ments

¢ Specialized care in
orthopedics, neurology,
gastroenterology, urology
and rheumatology

¢ Advanced imaging,
lab services and physical
therapy

More than just a collec-
tion of services, the center
is designed to enhance
care coordination and save
patients time by reducing
the need for multiple ap-
pointments across different

locations.

The comprehensive
care center incorporates
cutting-edge technology
to streamline both patient
care and provider efficien-
cy. Key features include:

« Self-check-in kiosks for
fast, hassle-free registration

o Al-assisted documen-
tation to reduce adminis-
trative tasks, giving doctors
more time to focus on
patient care

e Digital communi-
cation systems to keep
patients and care teams in
constant contact, improv-
ing treatment outcomes

o Automated medica-
tion inventory systems to
boost safety and efficiency

“These innovations rep-
resent the future of health

RENDERING COURTESY OF HOUSTON METHODIST WEST

Houston Methodist’s new convenient care center, slated to open near Fulshear
in 2026, will incorporate the Istest in technological advances in order to
improve the patient experience, officials said at the October 30 groundbreaking.

care—one where tech-
nology supports, rather
than complicates, the care
process,” said Wayne M.
Voss, chief executive officer
of Houston Methodist West
Hospital.

The comprehensive
care center is more than
just a response to the
community’s rapid growth;
it's a statement of Houston
Methodist’s commitment
to the community, the
company said in a sub-
sequent press release. By
bringing together primary
care and specialty services
in one place, the center will
eliminate unnecessary de-
lays in care, reduce patient
stress, and create a more
streamlined, patient-cen-
tered approach.

WASHINGTON

from page A1

and a large extended family. She
was preceded in death by her
grandparents James and Minola
Washington and Samuel and

Ora McNeal, father Booker T.
Washington, sister Kathryn Harmon,
brother Kimbly Washington and son
Walter Washington Wigfall.

A homegoing celebration was
held on November 2, 2024, at
Westland Baptist Church, 1407 West
Grand Parkway South in Katy, under
the direction of Lakeside Mortuary
of Eagle Lake.

CORRECTION

In the coverage of the City of Katy
city council meeting on October 28,
which appeared on the front page
of the October 31, 2024, edition of
the Katy Times, there was an error

in describing area traffic generators
located near the proposed “Green

at Katy Park” planned development
district. The story incorrectly stated
that the baseball fields at Katy Park
on Franz Road draw over 600,000
visitors to the area annually, the but
the actual number presented to city
council by developer Jeff Read of
Read King is 522,200 visitors per year.
The Times regrets the error.

TREE

HOUSTON MUSEUM
of NATURAL SCIENCE

INGLE

HOUSTON

e Methalist

SUGAR LAND HOSPITAL

Celebrating 15 years of HMNS Sugar Land!

It’s the most wonderful time of the year,
as one of Fort Bend’s most beloved
events returns to HMNS at Sugar Land.

Friday, November 15 | 10 a.m.

Tree Lighting
Watch the trees come to light
& begin bidding or buy
your favorite now.

Tuesday, November 19 | 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Holiday Workshop

Live demos & new trends, plus
tree viewing with light bites &
beverages - a perfect time
to spend with friends.

Thursday, November 21| 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Festive Finale

A festive party filled with cheer.
Don’t miss the live auction with

exclusive museum experiences, & final
bidding on the designer trees & décor.
Catering by Events by Safari.

Sugar Land

For sponsorship opportunities, to purchase
tickets & for more information visit,

hmns.org/jingletree or email jingletree@hmns.org
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King Lakes shines bright with Diwali Celebration
TOMPKINS ENGH.SCHOOL |

BY GANESH NANAWARE

SPECIALTO THE KATY TIMES

On Saturday, October 26, the
King Lakes community held a
vibrant Diwali celebration, hosted
by the Indo-Americans of Katy
at Tompkins High School, 4400
Falcon Landing in Katy. With over
280 Indian family members in at-
tendance, the event was a radiant
showcase of cultural pride, unity,
and festive spirit.

The evening began with a
social hour featuring mouthwa-
tering appetizers and the classic
Diwali delicacy, laddu. A beautiful
Ganesh Vandana set the tone with
a devotional start, honoring the re-
mover of obstacles and welcoming
blessings for the night ahead. From
there, a dynamic talent show cele-
brated the creativity and heritage
of the Indian community.

Highlights included a spirited
skit performance by young chil-
dren, capturing the epic journey
of the Ramayana with beauti-
ful stage setups. Meticulously

the food distribution, emceeing,
and supporting in every aspect of

ME .OF THE FALCONS the event. “The spirit of service and
HO

connection highlighted the unity
and diversity that are cherished by
Indian families within King Lakes,’
said a spokesperson.

This event was organized
by dedicated volunteers of the
Indo-Americans of Katy organiza-
tion: Sandesh and Snehal Ghu-
mare, Soma and Arjndam Chat-
terjee, Anjana Dabral, Alok Dubey
and Shaily Pathak, Aditi and Hans
Gupta, Manisha and Mahesh Ha-
lapeti, Harshil, Hemant Jadhav, Va-
sudha and Mahesh Karnik, Ganesh
Nanaware, Ajit Pansare, Amudha,
Mona and Parimal Patel, Saraswati
and Bhupendra Patidar, Nutan and
Parag Ramteke, Naina and Mehul
Rawal, Vibhu Sharma, Srinivas,
Sudha Tiwary, Vani Srikant, and
Shrikantha.

—— —_— =
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A Diwali celebration, hosted by the Indo-Americans of Katy was held at Tompkins High School, 4400 Falcon Landing in Katy on October 26, with over 280
residents of the King Lakes community attending.

choreographed Bollywood dance
performances and soulful singing
filled the room with energy and
nostalgia. A special musical med-
ley celebrated India’s rich culture
and diversity, featuring over 26
performers. The grand finale was a
mesmerizing moment as both the
United States and Indian national

anthems were played, accompa-
nied by flag-waving, leaving the
audience deeply inspired.
Attendees also enjoyed a deli-
cious spread of traditional foods,
ending with the flavor-packed
Banarasi Paan. As the formal pro-
gram concluded, participants took
to the dance floor, joining together

for high-energy Bollywood music.
In addition to the enter-

tainment, the celebration was

a platform for young people to
actively engage in preserving and
sharing their culture. King Lakes
kids took on various volunteer
roles, from welcoming guests and
decorating the stage to managing

This article was compiled by
Ganesh Nanaware on behalf of
the Indo-Americans of Katy orga-
nization.

The Glitter Fix: How one retiree is

Lightbridge Academy of Katy

spreading joy one craft project at a time

FROM STAFF REPORTS

"As I approached the
time to retire, my friends all
told me to take a few years
off before I decided whatI
wanted to do for the rest of
my life. Well, my head and my
heart were set on becoming a
volunteer...”

And, for the past eight
years, retiree Virginia "Ms.
Ginny" Silver has done just
that, dedicating her time to
enriching the lives of seniors
through volunteer work. After
retiring, Silver initially started
her new role volunteering to
call bingo and leading craft
activities at a senior living
community.

Recognizing that many
standard craft projects felt
too juvenile for the residents,
Silver set out to elevate the
activities, believing "there is
nothing that is messed up that
we can't fix with a little glitter."
Through adaptive techniques
and a focus on empowering
even physically challenged
residents, Silver transformed
craft time into an experience
of dignity and pride.

Now, she volunteers at
the Sunrise of Cinco Ranch
community, located at 21939
Cinco Ranch Blvd. in Katy,
where they continue this
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Ginny Silver volunteers her time at
Sunrise of Cinco Ranch as well as at her
church, helping elevate craft activities
to enrich the lives of senior citizens.
Silver believes that "there is nothing
that is messed up that we can't fix with
alittle glitter."

mission of bringing joy and
creativity to seniors. Residents
create meaningful keepsakes
to share with loved ones, rath-
er than leaving projects aban-
doned. “This heartwarming
approach aligns perfectly
with Sunrise Senior Living's
mission of ‘championing
quality of life for all seniors,”
said Heather Hunter, senior
manager of external commu-
nications at the facility.
Silver's commitment
extends beyond Sunrise, as
she also volunteers with a
dementia respite program at
herlocal church, drawing on

personal experience caring
for a parent with Alzheimer's.
This "full circle" story of giving
back could inspire other retir-
ees seeking purpose in their
golden years, said Hunter.

“On World Kindness Day,
we want to uplift Ms. Ginny
and her mission to spread
joy through the power of
creativity and community, in
spite of all the negative news
happening in the world,” said
Hunter.

World Kindness Day,
which began in 1998, will be
celebrated on November 13.
The movement was initiat-
ed by a group of kindness
organizations in order to
create a global focus on
creating kindness, accord-
ing to worldkindness.org.

The movement encourages
individuals to initiate random
acts of kindness that have a
ripple effect, spreading from
one person to another and
resulting in a wave of goodwill
across communities. The
website suggests starting with
small activities like paying

for a stranger’s coffee or
distributing “kindness cards”
with positive messages. Orga-
nizing community events or
workshops focused on kind-
ness can have a lasting effect,
according to the website.
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highlights the importance
of STEM for young children

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Local early learning center Light-
bridge Academy is highlighting the
importance of early STEM exposure
for young learners in honor of Nation-
al STEM Day on Friday, November 8.
Recognizing that foundational skills
in science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) set children up for
success, Lightbridge Academy priori-
tizes interactive learning experiences
in its curriculum that foster curiosity,
problem-solving, and creativity.

"At Lightbridge Academy, we believe
early STEM exposure is essential for
nurturing lifelong curiosity and confi-
dence in young learners," says Theresa
Costantini, a local education expert
from Lightbridge Academy. "Incorporat-
ing STEM concepts into playtime allows
little ones to make observations, ask
questions, and solve problems in a way
that feels natural and engaging."

Costantini encourages families to in-
troduce simple STEM concepts at home
through hands-on activities that are
accessible and engaging for children.
For example, families can create senso-
ry bags filled with colorful materials to
explore textures and cause-and-effect
relationships. Everyday moments, such
as building with blocks or exploring the
outdoors, also provide excellent oppor-
tunities to spark interest in engineering
and science.

A popular activity choice both at
home and in the classroom is the Rig-
amajig, a tool that introduces children
to foundational STEM principles.

The Rigamajig encourages imagina-
tion, discovery, collaboration, and
problem-solving through hands-on,
experiential, and open-ended play.
Lincoln Logs and ball or marble runs
are two excellent budget-friendly STEM
toys that offer young learners engaging
educational experiences. Lincoln Logs
also inspire creativity and introduce
basic engineering principles, allowing
children to build their own structures
while developing fine motor skills and

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIGHTBRIDGE ACADEMY

Parents can introduce simple STEM concepts at home
through hands-on activities that are accessible and
engaging for children, as well as being budget-
friendly, says a local education expert from Lightbridge
Academy.

spatial awareness. Ball and marble
runs, meanwhile, foster problem-solv-
ing skills and experimentation with
gravity and physics as kids design
pathways and test their creations.
Both tools provide young learners with
engaging opportunities to develop
essential STEM skills promoting critical
thinking and hands-on learning.
“Irecommend starting by encourag-
ing children to ask questions about their
surroundings and engage in activities
like building, counting, and observing.
These simple practices naturally pro-
mote STEM learning and build confi-
dence in their ability to experiment and
learn from mistakes,” said Costantini.
As an industry leader in educational
child care, Lightbridge Academy has
two locations in Katy, located at 1711
Spring Green Blvd #900 and 3321 Peek
Rd. The centers incorporate STEM-fo-
cused activities within their curriculum
that go beyond traditional academics,
equipping children with the skills and
curiosity essential for exploration and
discovery.
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Writer and musician,
husband and father, Ken-
neth Karl Steger ("Ken")
left the embrace of his
family and loving home
on September 17, 2024, to
greet eternity. Ken entered
the world in a New Orleans
hospital in April 1954, the
first-born child of an ele-
gant homemaker mom and
an engineer dad. His young
childhood was spent in
anew neighborhood in Me-
tairie on a block teeming
with young children. Bees
were caught in mason jars;
turtles were captured in
the canal at the end of the
block; young boys on bicy-
cles were more numerous
than cars; and afternoons
were filled with ball games
in the street and "playing
army" in backyard battle-
fields. The verdant New
Orleans of that era—re-
plete with flowers, tropical
plants, birds, insects, and
reptiles—was a boyhood
paradise.

In 1964, Ken's dad
accepted a job with Mon-
santo, so the family, which
had expanded to include a

COMMUNITY & FAITH
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KENNETH KARL STEGER
1954-2024

younger brother and sister,
packed up the Plymouth
Valiant and moved to Alvin,
Texas. In a rural community
that was home to future
hall-of-fame pitcher Nolan
Ryan, baseball was deified,
and 10-year-old Ken proved
himself to be an adept
ballplayer. Compact and
wiry, Ken became a starting
catcher for both his Little
League and Teenage League
teams. His interest shifted
to basketball in high school,
and he earned a starting

spot as a point guard in

the varsity lineup. Dad was
ecstatic about his son's ath-
letic prowess, but little did
he realize that he had sown
the seeds for a prema-

ture end to Ken's athletic
career when he and mom
decided one Christmas to
give Ken a guitar (ordered
from a Sears & Roebuck
catalog). It turned out that
the manual dexterity that
served Ken well in sports
also made him an excellent
guitar player.

Music increasingly com-
peted with athletic pursuits
as he advanced through his
high school years. Ulti-
mately his love of music—
and a strict "buzz cut” poli-
cy for athletes—resulted in
Ken abandoning basketball
and devoting his senior year
to playing guitar, writing
for the school newspaper,
and becoming as hirsute as
humanly possible. As high
school graduation ap-
proached, both college and

Vietnam were beckoning.
Fortunately, the war wound
down, and Ken was able to
spend the next four years

at Texas Lutheran College
in Seguin, Texas, where he
graduated in 1976, earning
not only a degree but a
smart, winsome, and lovely
bride, Mary Friesenhahn.

Working in journalism
following graduation, Ken
and Mary eventually settled
in Katy, Texas. There Ken
served as the Publisher and
Editor of The Katy Times
from 1985 until 2006, a po-
sition he enjoyed immense-
ly and which suited him
perfectly.

Ken and Mary's mar-
riage was filled with both
triumph and tragedy.
Together, they raised three
beautiful, talented chil-
dren—Jennifer, Stacey, and
James—and grieved the loss
of a precious infant child,
Kristen, who died from sud-
den infant death syndrome.
Mary suffered a brain
injury in 2005, which left
her partially disabled. As a
result, they moved to Austin
where Ken said goodbye to
journalism and accepted a
less demanding job so that
he would have time to help
his wife. Mary forged brave-

ly ahead until her death in
2019. Ken assumed that the
remainder of his life would
be spent in bachelorhood,
but fate intervened in a
wonderful way when Ken
met, fell in love with, and
married Susan Ragas, the
mother of his daughter
Stacy's husband, Ryan, and
co-grandparent of their mu-
tual granddaughter, Mary
Harper. Confusing, yes.
Perfect, also yes. Ken hap-
pily moved from Austin to
New Orleans to join Susan
in her home, where he lived
out the last few years of his
life in a loving relationship,
experiencing joy, security,
and peace.

In the midst of it all,
rarely did a day pass when
Ken did not spend an hour
or two playing guitar and
composing music. He had
the soul of an artist and
was a talented wordsmith.
He was a good and loyal
friend and loved his family
well. He took especially
great pride in his wife, three
children, two sons-in-law,
and beautiful granddaugh-
ter, Mary Harper. Ken will
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be dearly missed by all who
had the privilege to know
him.

Ken is survived by his
wife, Susan Ragas Steger;
children, Jennifer Steger
Santiago (Baltazar), Stacey
Steger Davis (Ryan), and
James Kenneth Steger;
granddaughter, Mary Harp-
er Davis; mother, Patricia S.
Moore; brother, Christopher
Steger (Carey); and Ken's
New Orleans "daughters by
marriage" Megan and Paige
Davis. Ken was predeceased
by his first wife, Mary
Friesenhahn Steger; infant
daughter, Kristen Steger;
father, Melvin Edward Ste-
ger; sister, Kathryn Patricia
Brisart; and stepfather,
Haskell Moore.

A memorial service will
be held at Saint Ignatius
Martyr Catholic Church,
126 W Oltorf Street, Austin,
Texas 78704, on Saturday,
January 4, 2025, at 10 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be
made to Weavers of Hope,
c/o Tenley Aldredge, 916
West Monroe Street, Austin,
Texas 78704.
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FUNERAL HOME

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945

(281) 391-2424
1508 East Avenue < Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B * Katy, Texas 77493

Katy Hardware
v Im\“wn Hardware Store Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners

559 Pin Oak Rd.
PR Katy, TX 77494
281-391-3437 - Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Katy Veterinary Clinic

Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. ¢ Lori Smith, D.V.M.

Hillary Barra, D.V.M. » Catherine Berry, DVM
Jessica Machala, DVM

W = 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy
Open M-F 7-6 » Sat 8-12 281-391-3169 * www.katyvetclinic.com

TRUE FIX reating

Lic #TACLB004843E"
Quality Service for over 42 Years

Living in KATY, Workingin 28 1=-392-9334
KATY & KATY Proud
www.truefix.com

“We're in Your Neighborhood and
We'll Be Here When You Need Us”

pk

Networking,
Upcoming Events,
& More Info
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Where Christian Businesses Meet

V KC

KATY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

N

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

k ktcm.org ‘

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy
< 281-630-5895
4 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial
({) RESURRECTION

CHURCH

IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Senior Pastor Howard Huhn
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

When the cares
of my heart
are many,
your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Your Ad

Here!

Call Debbie
for more information

281-391-3141

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS
5610 LILAC STREET » 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON
FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD » 281-392-0637
ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR * WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY » 832-782-7370
LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO
WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM » SUNDAY SERVICE 9 AM.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER ¢ 281-391-2263
TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY e 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. ¢ 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD ¢ 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK ® 281-391-1100 * KATYSFIRST.ORG
DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF * 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. e 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 © 281-391-6673 « WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM
PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 T0TH ST.  KATY, TX 77493 « 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. » 281-371-21-56
MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. » 281-346-2279 « WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,
West Campus
19449 KATY FREEWAY o 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR
TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD e 281-371-3900
RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. ¢ KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 ¢ TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH e 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR ¢ 281-492-3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS
DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER » 281-463-2304
GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494
281-769-5544 © WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC
1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) ¢ 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM
ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH

5356 ELEVENTH ST. ¢ 281-391-4758

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

3311 N. FRY ROAD e 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR
ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 « WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY e 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD e 281-492-2693
REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. ® KATY, TX 77494 o 281-201-6439
FATHER SYMEON KEES  ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET e 281-391-7606
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD e 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER
FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR
281-712-1492 ¢ FULSHEARCOC.ORG
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ e 281-578-1897
DAVID FLATT
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG e TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132
PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH » 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY » 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH
700 S. WESTGREEN e 281-398-6464 ¢ CROSSROADKATY.ORG
PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS
LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD * 281-392-2300
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY » 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB -
WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 « NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET e 281-391-2121 o KATYFIRST.ORG
GRACE FELLOWSHIP
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 ¢ JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) ¢ 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
RESURRECTION METHODIST CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY
281-407-8716 ¢ RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG
SENIOR PASTOR: HOWARD HUHN
ST. PETER’S
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. ¢ 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1928 DREXEL * 281-391-0687 * 281-391-5439
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1603 Norwalk ¢ 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
3434 FRY ROAD » 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX * 281-769-4090
HTTP//WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 5. BARKER CYPRESS » 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S ® 713-705-4878
CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. o KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY
THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. ¢ 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW e 281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

THE ENCOUNTER CHURCH OF KATY
MARK A. CHAPMAN - YMCA
1350 MAIN ST. o KATY, TX. 77494
WWW.TECKATY.ORG ¢ 713-228-4331
ANTHONY WILCOTS, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION e 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD e 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY e 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG ¢ JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR
GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494
MEETS EVERY SUNDAY ¢ 9 AND 11 AM.

(713) 280 - 3636 * GATEWAYHOME.COM
GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE
SUN 9:30 & 11 AM ¢ GREENHOUSECMA.ORG
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. ® 281-345-1182 * JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR
IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY  281-222-4404
KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D © 281-391-7284 ¢ 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR
KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD e 281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY e 281-395-5433
SAM RUDD, PASTOR
LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING
346-704-1542
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET  281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR
POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD e 281-391-0095
G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR
REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE
5371 E5TH ST, KATY e 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/
VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 ¢ VENTUREKATY.COM
THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM ® THE ARK EVENT CENTER
21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY e 832-276-0600 ¢ KATYVINEYARD.ORG
THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR e INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA
(281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF o 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR
WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM ¢ SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM
TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM ¢ THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM
THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH e 281-829-1175
ROB MCKEE, PASTOR
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D * 281-391-3310
HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD
281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. * 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

TYLER HENDERSON, PASTOR
281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD e 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG
YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD ¢ 713-461-0709
YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
1913 EAST AVENUE » 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST




n THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2024

KATYTIMES.COM

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

PUBLISHER

Who knew that sign language counts as a
foreign language for students at Katy ISD? I
didn’t.

So we reached out to Brandy Cabe, who
teaches sign language at the district’s Taylor
High School at 21000 Kingsland in Katy, in
order to learn more.

“Sign language qualifies as a foreign
language in high school for several important
reasons,” said Cabe in an email to the Katy
Times. “First, like spoken languages, Ameri-
can Sign Language (ASL) has its own unique
grammar, structure, and vocabulary, making
it a fully developed and distinct language.

In fact, back in the 1960s, a linguist named
William Stokoe researched and proved that
ASL was a true language, challenging the
common belief at the time that it was simply
a series of gestures. His groundbreaking work
opened the door for ASL to be recognized as
alegitimate language, both academically and
culturally”

“Learning ASL not only helps students
communicate with the Deaf community, but
also promotes cultural awareness and under-
standing. ASL is widely used in the U.S. and
parts of Canada, and just like learning Span-
ish, French, or any other language, it allows
students to connect with a rich and diverse
culture,” Cabe continued. “Many colleges and
universities also recognize ASL as a foreign
language, so taking it in high school can help
meet language requirements for graduation
and higher education”

Cabe grew up here in Houston but attend-
ed the University of Pittsburgh. She is dual
certified in Social Studies and American Sign
Language (ASL).

“Like many aspects of life, seemingly small
and unimportant decisions can profound-
ly impact our journey,” said Cabe. “When
I registered for classes at the University of
Pittsburgh, Ilearned that I needed to take
an additional foreign language course. As I
reviewed my options, I noticed American Sign
Language (ASL) among the choices. Intrigued,
I decided to give it a try.

“My first class, Russian History, I made
sure to sit in the front row to capture every
detail. Next to me was a student named Paul,
and across from him sat an interpreter. After
class, the teacher requested someone to share

POWER QUTAGESTAGA

EDUCATION
Signs of the times

Taylor educator teaches ASL during the week, also serves
as interpreter at Texas Renaissance Festival

their notes with Paul, and I quickly volun-
teered, eager to help. When I attempted to
sign my offer, I stumbled through it awkward-
ly. Paul, graciously, offered to tutor me in
exchange for my notes. He introduced me to
his wife, who was also Deaf, and we quickly
became friends.”

Over the next three years, Paul and his wife
welcomed Cabe into the Deaf community
and immersed her in Deaf culture. “They
introduced me to a vibrant world filled with
rich traditions, perspectives, and connections
that I had never considered before,” said
Cabe. “This experience not only transformed
my understanding of communication but
also changed the course of my life.  became
an advocate for Deaf awareness and inclu-
sion, realizing how interconnected our lives
truly are. Through those small decisions and
unexpected friendships, I discovered a new
passion and a deeper sense of purpose that
continue to shape my journey today.”

“My teaching career began in North Caro-
lina, where I taught middle school English and
Social Studies. I continued teaching middle
school English and Social Studies in Okinawa,
Japan, before moving to Texas, where I taught
Economics and ASL. For the past 18 years, I
have been teaching ASL in Katy. In 2016 I won
the Edmodian of North America for the year.

I am currently working with the Katy Virtual
School on creating online ASL courses. Ihave
taught the online ASL 1 for three years”

Cabe strongly believes that there is a need
for students to be fluent in sign language in
today's world.

“The need for students to be fluent in sign
language—especially American Sign Lan-
guage (ASL)—is more important than ever,’
she said. “As our society becomes more di-
verse and inclusive, it’s crucial that everyone,
including the Deaf community, has access to
effective communication. Learning ASL is a
great way to bridge the gap between hearing
and Deaf individuals, helping build stronger
connections, empathy, and understanding.
Being fluent in ASL also opens up all kinds
of opportunities! Students can engage with
arich and vibrant culture, while also setting
themselves up for careers in fields like educa-
tion, healthcare, interpreting, social work, or
law enforcement, where communicating with
Deaf individuals is becoming increasingly
essential”

Students are interested in taking sign
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When choosing a standby
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closely. Only Briggs & Stratton
PowerProtect™ generators feature
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to 12% more power on natural gas
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language for many different reasons, said
Cabe, “including its practical benefits, cultural
insights, and personal connections, mak-

ing it a popular choice in many academic
settings. ASL Is the third most commonly
used language in the United Stated and has
an increased presence in literature and film,
increasing the interest in students taking the
course.”

Cabe says that parents are generally
in favor of the student’s choice to take the
course. "Parents typically are very excited
and supportive of their student learning ASL.
They are encouraged to learn the basics with
their students and be a partner in the learning
experience by watching the embedded videos,
attending events, and using the language
outside of class.

Currently, Taylor High School has approx-
imately 130 students enrolled in ASL courses.
“Our ASL Honor Society (ASLHS) further
encourages students to immerse themselves
in the Deaf community by participating in
events like local Deaf socials, where they can
practice their skills and gain valuable cultural
experience,” said Cabe.

Across the district, five campuses offer ASL
classes, and ASL levels 1, 2, and 3 are available
online through KVS. Altogether, there are over
700 students enrolled in ASL program, Cabe
said.

Cabe also works at the Texas Renaissance
Festival as an ASL interpreter.

“My degree focus was in Medieval Studies,
and I've been attending the Texas Renaissance
Festival (TRF) since I was five years old,” she
said. “When my family moved back to the U.S.
from Japan where my husband (a Marine) was
stationed, we began attending TRF regularly,

Taylor High School
teacher Brandy Cabe
teaches American Sign
Language as a foreign
language at the school
and also serves as an ASL
interpreter for the Texas
Renaissance Festival.
PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDY CABE

often dressed in period costumes and camp-
ing on-site. In 2014, I attended one of the first
Deaf Days at TRF and was invited to co-coor-
dinate the event alongside Michelle Martin.
The following year, we expanded Deaf Day to
a full weekend, and the year after that, it grew
to two full weekends, leading to the creation
of ASL Faires TX, with Amber Warren joining
as Vice President and Nick Thornson as Secre-
tary. ASL Faires TX is an all-volunteer group of
certified interpreters, interns, and community
members dedicated to creating an accessible
and inclusive event for the Deaf community
each year. In 2016, we introduced DeafBlind
Day in November, in partnership with the
DeafBlind Camp of Texas and Jen Borland”

One of the highlights, for families camping,
is the family craft activities led by Bobbi Shea,
who ensures a fun and safe environment for
kids every Friday night. “On Saturdays, we
host a family marshmallow roast, creating
cherished memories for families attending
the festival,” said Cabe. “Additionally, we offer
informational tours for newcomers, helping
them navigate and appreciate all that the
festival has to offer”

In 2015, Cabe became a member of the
TRF Ambassador Program, a dedicated vol-
unteer group that supports the TRF Marketing
team by serving as brand ambassadors at a
variety of events.

“The Ambassadors do more than just
promote events; we actively collaborate with
several charitable organizations, including the
Gulf Coast Blood Bank, the National MS Soci-
ety, the Galveston Food Bank, and the Grimes
County Backpack Drive,” said Cabe. “These
partnerships allow us to give back to the com-
munity and support important causes.”

In 2021, Cabe was invited to join the
leadership team for the program, allowing
her to contribute even more to our mission of
community engagement and support. In 2023
she was knighted by the King of the festival
and given the title Baroness.

“I feel incredibly privileged to have been
part of two amazing programs that allow me
to participate in the faire's activities and help
create an inclusive, welcoming environment
that shares a bit of that magic I experienced
my first time at faire with others,” she con-
cluded.
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Katy Merrel
November 22nd-24th, 2024

Experience “The Way Shopping Should Feel” with Katy’s Largest Gift Market!
With more than 130 merchants to shop with, you're sure to find lots of new,
unique, and One-of-A-Kind gifts all in one place to have you ready for all your

Grab your girlfriends, mom, or daughter, and come enjoy the fun, while
shopping and supporting some of the cutest shops at Home for the Holidays !/
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a [Ticketsvalid for re-admission with wristband
| & email confirmation!
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homefortheholidaysgiftmarket.com/tickets
i Snap a photo with your friends & family at our PhotoBooth! !4
- Santa will be at the market all 3 days! .’
| Food and beverages will be available at concessions ‘:
| on the 2nd Level to grab lunch or a quick bite to eat. !/

- Shopping Tickets can be purchased on our website or at the door. Tickets valid for !4
re-admission with wristband & email confirmation!
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- Children 12 and under are free -
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A - Cash and card are accepted at entrance & booths !/
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Week 11 Katy

ISD Previews

Playoff field set heading
into final week

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

All games District 19-6A

THURSDAY
Taylor (2-7, 1-6) vs. Tompkins (5-4, 4-3),
6:30 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last year: Tompkins 48, Taylor 13

« Taylor closes out its season against a
Tompkins team that has secured a playoff spot
heading into the final week of the season with
both trying to end the regular season on a
strong note.

Taylor comes off a 41-21 loss to Paetow in
their last game and will be looking to bounce
back against the Falcons. The Mustangs got
three touchdowns in the game, one on an 80-
yard touchdown from Garrett Barham to Josh
Jacobson, another on a Xavier Haynes 80-yard
run and a final touchdown on a 14-yard pass
from Barham to Moaz Sabek. Taylor’s defense
struggled to contain a playoff bound Paetow
team, allowing 41 points, but they can take
some momentum into this week after a good
offensive performance.

Tompkins meanwhile comes into the game
after losing to Katy last time out. The Falcons
had some good things they did on both ends of
the ball, but weren’t able to capitalize on them
in the loss. Tompkins had over 200 yards of to-
tal offense and Justin Thierheimer threw for 156
yards, but every time the Falcons were close to
the endone, they were stopped and Tompkins
was shut out at the end of things. On defense
they receovered a fumble and forced a turnover
on downs against Katy, but the Tigers were able
to control the game and score 35 points.

It will be a game where Tompkins will try
to build on things, continue to do well offen-
sively and try to get things down defensively
before playoffs, while the Mustangs will try to
build on their last game, clean up some things
defensively and try to close out the season with
awin.

Jordan (8-1, 6-1) vs. Paetow (7-2, 6-1) 7
p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Jordan 26, Paetow 8

« This game features two teams that secured
their spots in their playoff spots and their posi-
tion in the playoffs, with Paetow being locked
into the second seed in Division I and Jordan
being locked into the first seed of Division I.

Jordan comes off its bye and will be trying
to claim to put together a good performance
before playoffs start. The Warriors beat Taylor
last time out and got good performances from
the offense with a 1-yard touchdown from
Chad Gasper, touchdown runs of 96-yards
and 40-yards from Beau Bryant and a 53-yard
touchdown pass from Bryant to Zach Taylor.
The Warriors only allowed three points on de-
fense as well and continued to impress on that
side of the ball.

Paetow meanwhile comes off a 41-21 win
over Taylor and had a good day both passing
and running the ball on offense, getting back in
rhythm after the teams first district loss of the
season to Katy. The Panthers' defense per-
formed well too, shutting Taylor out in the first
half and not allow points until the game was in
hand in the second half.

While their playoff positions are secure, it will
be a game where second place in district is de-
cided. It would be highest finish for either team
since they entered District 19-6A and it should
be a good game featuring two strong teams.

FRIDAY
Katy (8-1, 7-0) vs. Mayde Creek (5-4, 3-4),
6:30 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last year: Katy 59, Mayde Creek 7

» Katy and Mayde Creek come into the final
week of the regular season both with momen-
tum, but having different goals as they face off
with Katy already having secured the top spot
in district and the Rams out of the playoff race.

Katy comes off another strong win, beating
Tompkins and shutting the Falcons out. Katy
had a balanced day both running and passing.
Tony Manuel had 80-yards on the ground,
including a 67-yard run, while Tremayne Hill
had 68 yards and two touchdowns. Through
the air, Gunner Nelson had 172 yards and a
touchdown while Israel Olotu-Judah caught
seven passes for 77 yards and Cade McCall
had one catch for 70 yards and a touchdown.
Defensively, the Tigers didn’t allow a point and
increased their streak of not allowing an offen-
sive touchdown to five games.

For Katy the game is still a big one as the
Tigers try and secure an outright district title,
while for Mayde Creek they will try to end the
season on a good not and bring momentum
into the offseason.

Seven Lakes (3-6, 1-6) vs. Morton Ranch
(0-9, 0-7) 7 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium
Last year: Seven Lakes 24, Morton Ranch 21

See PREVIEWS, page B5
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Katy fans cheer during a game between Katy and Jordan at Rhodes Stadium.

Katy clinches district title

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Katy continues to shut down
opponents.

The Tigers' defense has been the
talk of the district lately, shutting down
opponents left and right throughout the
past month.

The Tigers (8-1, 7-0) had a streak
coming into this week that they wanted
to continue, not allowing an offensive
touchdown in five straight games, and
they added onto it on Friday, beating
Tompkins 35-0 to secure a District 19-6A
championship heading into the final
week of the regular season.

“That is our goal and how we want to
play every week,” said senior defensive
lineman and punter Adam Carter. “We
want to come out, not give them any
points and don’t give any team anything
easy. We want to show that we are the
best defense in this district, and I feel
like we have proven that so far this year”

Katy allowed just over 200 total yards
in the game and stopped Tompkins at
every opportunity, even when the Fal-
cons pushed down to the goal line.

The Tigers took their opening drive
of the game all the way down to the
Tompkins goal line, but were stuffed on
a fourth and short from the Tompkins
two. The Katy defense though stepped
up and blocked a Tompkins punt and
then Tremayne Hill got the scoring

started with a 3-yard touchdown run
late in the first half. The Tigers added a
second score early in the second quarter
when Gunner Nelson threw a 70-yard
touchdown pass to Cade McCall on a
deep post and Joshua Smith added a
6-yard run on a fullback dive to make it
21-0 Katy at half.

“The offensive line has grown up a lot
this year and they’re doing a good job
of leading us and finding a way to keep
getting better,” said Katy head coach
Gary Joseph. “It’s a process, offensive
line is a hard position to play and I'm
just thankful to have such great coaches
who are in charge of those guys. It’s such
an important position for us and their

Mayde Creek surges
past Seven Lakes

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Mayde Creek has found its footing
over the past month.

The Rams had to overcome some
struggles early in the season, figuring
out a new offensive system and learn-
ing how to succeed in a new culture on
the fly.

But things have started to click
lately for the Rams. In their past four
games, Mayde Creek has 20 points in
each and in their last two they have
surpassed 30 points in both.

It's been spearheaded by the team's
aerial attack. Trey Williams has settled
into the starting quarterback role and
he has started to thrive. He is spread-
ing the ball around and getting all of
the Rams' talented players at the skill
positions.

That success showed up again on
Thursday, as the Rams (5-4, 3-4) put
together a complete game in all three
phases while beating Seven Lakes (3-6,
1-6) 44-14 with Mayde Creek continu-
ing to gain momentum late in district
play.

“It’s been rewarding seeing these
guys continue to work and start to get

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Trey Williams passes the ball during a game between
Tompkins and Mayde Creek at Rhodes Stadium.

all of this down,” said Mayde Creek
head coach Mike Arogbonlo. “They are
understanding what we need out of
them and I'm understanding the best
way to use them. It’s been awesome,

See RAMS, page B5
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with win over Tompkins

Katy head coach
Gary Joseph
watches from the
sidelines during

a game between
Katy and Taylor at
Rhodes Stadium.

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL
TO THE KATY TIMES

growth has been good this year”

The Tompkins offense got a strong
drive going in the third quarter and
nearly stopped Katy'’s streak of not
allowing an offensive score, driving
the ball to the 1-yard-line, but Katy’s
defense again came up huge, stuffing a
run play on fourth and goal and keeping
the shutout alive.

Tremayne Hill scored his second
touchdown of the day in the fourth
quarter on a 1-yard run and Tim Ogu-
banjo capped off the scoring in with
just over a minute to play on a 27-yard

See KATY, page B5

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 8

SCORES &

SCHEDULES

Scores

+ Katy 35, Tompkins 0

+ Mayde Creek 44, Seven Lakes 14

« Cinco Ranch 56, Morton Ranch 42
« Paetow 41, Taylor 21

Thursday

«Taylor vs. Tompkins, 6:30 p.m.,
Legacy Stadium
« Jordan vs. Paetow, 7 p.m., Rhodes Stadium

Friday

« Katy vs. Mayde Creek, 6:30 p.m. Legacy
Stadium

«Seven Lakes vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.,
Rhodes Stadium

VOLLEYBALL

Scores

BI-DISTRICT : CLASS 6A DIVISION |
« Cinco Ranch 3, Alief Taylor 0
« Fulshear 3, Seven Lakes 1

BI-DISTRICT :CLASS 6A DIVISION Il
«Tompkins 3, George Ranch 0
«Jordan 3, Foster 2

Schedule

AREA: CLASS 6A DIVISION |
« Cinco Ranch vs. Cy-Fair, TBD

CLASS 6A DIVISION Il
«Tompkins vs. Stratford, TBD
« Jordan vs. Memorial, TBD
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VOLLEYBALL ROUNDUP

R D
COURTESY KATY ISD
The Jordan volleyball team poses for a photo after winning their bi-district match
against Richmond Foster.

Jordan earns first ever

playoft win, Seven
Lakes falls to Fulshear

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Jordan earned its first ever playoff victory on Monday,
beating Richmond Foster (29-11) three sets to two in a tight
back and forth matchup where it took all five sets and went
to the wire before the Warriors (21-19) came out on top.

Jordan fell behind a set to none, losing 25-13 in the
opening set, but fought back to earn a tough 25-21 win in set
two. Foster went a set up again in set three, winning 25-16,
but Jordan dug in and fought back again to tie things up in
set four, winning 26-24. It went to a fifth set tiebreak and
Jordan dominated the final set, winning 15-7 and securing a
spot in the area round for the first time as a program.

The Warriors will go up against Memorial next, time
and date to be determined. Memorial comes off a sweep of
Heights in the bi-district round, 25-11, 25-4, 25-14 and the
Mustangs have an overall record of 31-14 on the year. Jordan
and Memorial played early on in the year in non-district play
and the Warriors came out on top two sets to one, beating
Memorial 25-23, 24-26, 25-23.

Seven Lakes falls to Fulshear

Seven Lakes (29-10) fell in a hard fought match to Ful-
shear (34-6) in the bi-district round, taking the Chargers to
four sets, but being unable to outlast one of the strongest
teams in the state 27-29, 26-24, 13-25, 17-25,

Seven Lakes fought tooth and nail in the first set and
brought it to four different tiebreakers, but in the end
Fuslhear was able to clinch an ever important first set. The
Spartans though came back and won the second set after it
was also brought to a tiebreaker.

The Spartans gave it their all but were unable to hang on
down the stretch of the final two sets, keeping things close
but not being able to come out on top.

The Spartans season ends at 29-10 overall after a strong
year. They will graduate seven seniors from their roster as
they try and rebuild quickly and come back strong next

season.

Katy ELITE SUITES
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Katy Elite Suites
provides premium
business solutions

for remote workers,
business travelers, and

project teams in the

Houston Metro Area.

BI-DISTRICT ROUND

Cinco Ranch dominates Alief Taylor

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Cinco Ranch wanted
to start the playoffs on the
right note.

The Cougars didn’t
want any let up in the
bi-district down, didn’t
want to play down to their
opponent and wanted to
make sure they played
their best game as the
stakes started to rise with
the beginning of the Class
6A-Division I playoffs.

The Cougars (33-5)

did more than that, they
came out and had one of
their best matches of the
season, sweeping past Alief
Taylor (15-17) in three sets
(25-8, 25-8, 25-0) where
they didn’t allow a singular
point in the third set to
advance to the area round.

“The energy was just
great tonight from ev-
eryone and that’s exactly
what we needed to start
the playoffs,” said senior
outside hitter Gabi Marti-
nez. “Everyone came out
and put together their best
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Gabi Martinez spikes a ball during Monday’s Class 6A-Division | bi-district round
game between Cinco Ranch and Alief Taylor at Cinco Ranch High School.
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get better in that area spe-
cifically. It's really helping
us and it shows out there
on the court.”

The Cougars came into
the year with lots of young-
er players that needed to
grow into their roles and
they have started to blos-
som as the season have
progressed. Those younger
players have helped Cinco
go on a 17 match win
streak and head into the
playoffs as one of the hot-
test teams in the state.

“The returning seniors
have done a great job with
mentoring the younger
ones,” said Cinco Ranch
head coach Danielle Wells.
“Those seniors made the
younger players rise to
the occasion and play at a
higher level all of the time.
The leadership has been
great, they've demanded
and expected it and it’s
helped the underclassman
grow a lot”

The Cougars will play
the winner of Lamar and
Cy-Fair in the area round.
Cinco knows that the most

|
»

TYLER TYRE

game and that’s something
we can build off of. It really

just pumped us up and
Now we are even more

ready for the next round”

Cinco allowed eight

points each of the first two
sets but was perfect in the

final set. Kassie O’Brien
took the ball to start the
set and never stopped
serving. Cinco won 25

straight points to clinch the

win and were dominant
throughout the set, from

aces to slams to everything
in between.

“We got halfway through
the set and I realized we
could do it, but I just tried
to not feel that pressure,
breathe and stay with what
I know to do which is hit
my serve strong, hit my spot
and let my team work after
that. It was awesome that
we were able to do that.”

While third set was all
serving and offense, a big
part of the first two sets

was the Cougars serve
receive. The Cougars never
let Alief Taylor get anything
going offensively or string
together any runs and that
was a huge credit to how
the team played when they
had to defend the serve.
“It’s been a lot of work
for our serve-receive to get
where it is right now,” said
senior outside hitter Gabi
Martinez. “We stayed after
practice every single day
for along time so we could

important thing is they
keep their same goals, striv-
ing to play their best game,
focusing on themselves
and making sure they give
themselves the best chance
at another win.

“The girls know and
we've talked about how it
doesn’t matter who is on
the other side of the net.
We have to trust our game
plan, trust each other and
go out there and play our
style of volleyball””

S

Tompkins sweeps George Ranch to start playoft run

BY TYLERTYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins knew that Tuesday night
would be a test.

The Falcons were well aware that
George Ranch was no ordinary first
round team that they would usually
face. With the new format of split
divisions in the playoffs and a good
opponent on the other side the team
knew they would have to bring their
best game.

Tompkins came out and brought
everything it had from the start to the
finish ofits bi-district round matchup
and that effort paid dividends, as the
Falcons (30-13) came out on top with a
sweep, beating George Ranch (24-18)
in three sets (25-20, 25-20, 25-19) in the
opening round of the playoffs to kick
off their playoff run on the right note.

“it didn’t matter if it was a sweep,
if it was five sets, I just knew we had
to find a way to win tonight and I'm
proud of the girls for doing that,” said
Tompkins head coach Allison Merrell.
“We knew this was tougher competi-
tion and that we had to be at our very
best tonight. But that’s what we want
and that’s what is going to prepare us
for the next rounds as well is what we
went through tonight”

The Falcons came out strong in the
first set and went up early, but George
Ranch tied the game at 12 before the
Falcons took control again and pulled
away. The second set was much the
same, with the Falcons gaining an
early edge before the Longhorns
trimmed the lead midway through
before Tompkins took the lead and
pulled away again.

OLUTIONS FOR MODERN BUSINESS

TYLER TYRE

Aileen Liang sets a ball during Tuesday’s bi-district
match between Tompkins and George Ranch at
Tompkins High School.

“This is what we’ve been working
for and I think you could see our prac-
tice show tonight in big moments,’
said Caelyn Dumas, a senior setter
and outside hitter. “We knew we were
in for a fight today so to get a sweep
was huge. We thought this might go
four or even five sets so when we had
a chance to put this away we seized
the opportunity every time.

The third set was where things got
the trickiest for the Falcons. Tompkins
went up 10-5 and had an advantage,
but every time they would gain dis-
tance George Ranch would fight back
with the Longhorns season on the
line. Tompkins lead was trimmed to
14-13, then to 17-16 and then George

Position your business

Ranch tied it 17 all. But in the biggest
moments Tompkins again came

up clutch, scoring eight of the final
11 point of the match to clinch the
sweep.

“Ijust old the girls to breathe,”
Merrell said. “The girls just needed to
take a breath and execute when they
had the opportunity. We knew George
Ranch was going to come out and take
big swings and they did that. Our job
was just to control the moments that
we could control, and I think down
the stretch and in the big moments
that’s what we were able to do.”

Freshman outside hitter Elsa St.
Rose led the way in the kill column
for Tompkins with 12, while Christin
Cowart had nine and Callie Funk
had six. St. Rose added three aces
and 11 digs, leading Tompkins in all
three categories, while Dumas had 16
assists and both Natalie Kitts and Simi
Elliot had two blocks.

Tompkins will face a dominant
Stratford (38-2) team in the second
round of the playoffs that has only lost
twice all year and has won 17 straight
games. The two teams faced off earlier
in the year, with Stratford winning that
matchup in non-district play 3-0. The
Falcons knows they will need to be at
its best again in the matchup, and they
are confident they have what it takes
to give themselves a strong chance of
winning.

“Film is going to be really import-
ant and we have to prepare as well as
we have all year,” said senior libero
Brooklynn Merrell. “We just have to
go out and play the way we need to
play. However it goes, if we do that
we can be proud of ourselves.”

VIRTUAL OFFICE SOLUTIONS

o

We offer diverse
coworking solutions
and private executive
offices with 24/7 access
for modern business
owners.

Office building with
dedicated community
managers enhancing

your business,
creating appealing
environments, and
prioritizing productivity
and convenience.

-

ina secure location
with mail services,
workstations and a

welcoming reception

area for visitors.
Starting at
$75.00 per month.

MEETING AND PODCAST ROOMS

Looking for a

convenient location

to enhance client

meetings or host your

podcast for your
audience?
Find it at

Katy Elite Suites!

FIND THE IDEAL OFFICE SPACE FOR YOU starting at just $600 per month
25807 Westheimer Parkway Suite 300, Katy 77494 . 281-505-1106 - victoria@katyelitesuites.com
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) L %., Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Katy West Municipal Utility District, Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Katy West Municipal Utility District,
Attention Suzanne Corbin, President, Board of Directors, will be electronically Attention Suzanne Corbin, President, Board of Directors, will be electronically
9:30 to 3:00 received, until 10:00 a.m. Local Time, November 21, 2024, and then publicly received, until 10:30 a.m. Local Time, November 21, 2024, and then publicly
Sat., Nov. 9 at opened and read for “Water, Sanitary, Drainage, and Paving Facilities to serve opened and read for “Water, Sanitary, Drainage, and Paving Facilities to serve
Katy Library Katy Court Section 4 for Katy West Municipal Utility District, City of Katy, Texas” Katy Court Sec 6 for Katy West Municipal Utility District, Harris County, Texas”
5414 FKraatnz Rd., You may view the public opening of sealed Bids via Microsoft Teams. To join via You may view the public opening of sealed Bids via Microsoft Teams. To join via
Cash or chch only Microsoft Teams, the number for this call is 1-832-856-3756 and enter access Microsoft Teams, the number for this call is 1-832-856-3756 and enter access
code 650 842 99# when prompted. code 353 391 262# when prompted.
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HELP WANTED

ZELANTETECH
LLC SEEKS Pro-
grammer Analyst/
Ul with bache-
lor’s in CompSci,
Engg any, Tech,
or ritd &1 yr of
exp to support full
life cycle dvipmnt
includ regs anal-
ysis, design, pro-
totyp, coding, unit
testing, integrat &
test. Dvlp respon-
sive Ul comps
& correspond-
ing stories over
Storybook  while
integrat & test
them over web
apps. Build & de-
ploy code through
code pipeline.
Proficiency in Do-
main Driven Ar-
chitecture, Design
Patterns, & Clean
Coding Stan-
dards. Dvlp front-
end web apps by
using HTMLS,
CSS3, JavaScript
& its libraries.
Resp for Core Ul
framework,  de-
signs, implements
& maintains it
Troubleshoot
or fix various
Ul bugsl/issues.
Work location is
“Katy, TX” with
reqd travel &
work from vari-
ous unanticipated
client  worksites
throughout USA.
Please mail re-
sumes to 21422
Provincial ~ Blvd,
Katy, TX 77450
(OR) e-mail: hr@
zelantetech.com

One Spot
Lots of
Possibilities!

'@

CARS, TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
SALE & FOR RENT

N

Ol

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

©

PETS FOR ADOPTION

(D)

GARAGE SALES

S

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH,
MUCH MORE.

Reach potential buyers
when you advertise
in the Classifieds!

Call
281-391-3141

or visit
www.katytimes.com
to place your ad
today!

Scope of Work of the Contract Documents includes the following: Construction
of Water, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, and Paving Facilities.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. A NON-MANDATORY
pre-bid conference will be held remotely on November 14, 2024, at 10:00 a.m.
Local Time, via Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft Teams, the number for
this call is 1-832-856-3756 and enter access code 536 718 150# when prompted.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check,
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract
Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the
required insurance certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract
Documents are received by the Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is
provided, the successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the
original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the
bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidders must register on this website in order to view
and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and environmental reports for
this Project. There is NO charge to view or download documents.

Bidder must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and all Bids and Bid Securities
must be submitted through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on this
website to submit a Bid and Bid Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and
Bid Securities on this website.

By submitting a Bid, Bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract
Documents may be accepted, executed, or agreed to using an Electronic
Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature
Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects
and irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid.
The Successful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may
apply to this Bid and the Contractor agrees that the Contract Documents can
be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply
with a requirement of that subchapter.

Scope of Work of the Contract Documents includes the following: Construction
of Water, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer and Paving facilities.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. A NON-MANDATORY
pre-bid conference will be held remotely on November 24, 2024, at 10:30 a.m.
Local Time, via Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft Teams, the number for
this call is 1-832-856-3756 and enter access code 124 177 347# when prompted.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check,
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract
Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the
required insurance certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract
Documents are received by the Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is
provided, the successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the
original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the
bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidders must register on this website in order to view
and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and environmental reports for
this Project. There is NO charge to view or download documents.

Bidder must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and all Bids and Bid Securities
must be submitted through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on this
website to submit a Bid and Bid Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and
Bid Securities on this website.

By submitting a Bid, Bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract
Documents may be accepted, executed, or agreed to using an Electronic
Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature
Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects
and irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid.
The Successful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may
apply to this Bid and the Contractor agrees that the Contract Documents can
be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply
with a requirement of that subchapter.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors, Harris County Municipal
Utility District No. 171, Attention Duane Heckmann, President, Board of
Directors, will be electronically received, until 2 p.m. Local Time, December 5th,
2024, and then publicly opened and read at SWA Group Landscape Architects,
712 Main St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 for “Elyson Basin D Park
Landscape” Harris County, Texas” In addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the
address above, you may view the public opening of sealed Bids via Zoom. Join the
meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/my/gdietrichswa?omn=97543192274 .

Scope of Work of the Contract Documents includes the following: restroom
building and picnic structure, concrete trail, playground, site furnishings,
sprinkler irrigation, grading, grassing, planting, and landscape maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened. A MANDATORY
pre-bid conference will be held remotely on November 14th, 2024, at 10 a.m.
Local Time, via ZOOM. Join the meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/my/gdietrichswa?omn=99980373357. Attendance by
each prospective bidder or its representative at the pre-bid conference is
MANDATORY, and no Bid will be opened unless the bidder or representative
was present at the pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid bond or a certified or cashier’s check,
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract
Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the
required insurance certificates and Bonds within seven (7) days after the date
Contract Documents are received by the successful bidder. If a certified or
cashier’s check is provided, the successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening
address, the original certified or cashier’s check within one (1) business day of
receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com: search NWCt308. Bidders must register on this website
in order to view and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and
environmental reports for this Project. There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

Bidder must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s
Order Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and all Bids and Bid
Securities must be submitted through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must
register on this website to submit a Bid and Bid Security and there is no charge to
submit Bids and Bid Securities on this website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract
Documents may be accepted, executed, or agreed to using an Electronic
Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature
Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and
irregularities in bidding or bidding process except the time for submitting a Bid.
The successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder, which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply
to this Bid and the bidder agrees that the Contract Documents can be
terminated if the bidder knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a
requirement of that subchapter.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors, Harris County Municipal
Utility District No. 171, Attention Duane Heckmann, President, Board of
Directors, will be electronically received, until 2 p.m. Local Time, December 4th,
2024, and then publicly opened and read at SWA Group Landscape Architects,
712 Main St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 for “Elyson Section 57 and Park
Landscape” Harris County, Texas” In addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the
address above, you may view the public opening of sealed Bids via Zoom. Join the
meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/my/gdietrichswa?omn=96193346249 .

Scope of Work of the Contract Documents includes the following: concrete trail,
playground, site furnishings, sprinkler irrigation, grading, grassing, planting, and
landscape maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened. A MANDATORY
pre-bid conference will be held remotely on November 14th, 2024, at 10 a.m.
Local Time, via ZOOM. Join the meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/my/gdietrichswa?omn=99980373357. Attendance by
each prospective bidder or its representative at the pre-bid conference is
MANDATORY, and no Bid will be opened unless the bidder or representative
was present at the pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid bond or a certified or cashier’s check,
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract
Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the
required insurance certificates and Bonds within seven (7) days after the date
Contract Documents are received by the successful bidder. If a certified or
cashier’s check is provided, the successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening
address, the original certified or cashier’s check within one (1) business day of
receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com: search NWCt314. Bidders must register on this website
in order to view and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and
environmental reports for this Project. There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

Bidder must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s
Order Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and all Bids and Bid
Securities must be submitted through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must
register on this website to submit a Bid and Bid Security and there is no charge to
submit Bids and Bid Securities on this website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract
Documents may be accepted, executed, or agreed to using an Electronic
Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature
Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and
irregularities in bidding or bidding process except the time for submitting a Bid.
The successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder, which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply
to this Bid and the bidder agrees that the Contract Documents can be
terminated if the bidder knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a
requirement of that subchapter.
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NOTICE

THE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2024, REGULAR CITY
COUNCIL MEETING OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS,
HAS BEEN CANCELLED IN OBSERVANCE OF
VETERANS DAY.

By Order Of Mayor And City Council
City Of Katy, Texas
September 23, 2024

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 3162
BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS ADOPTED
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY,
TEXAS, ON OCTOBER 28, 2024:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY
OF KATY ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 621
BY GRANTING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT
THAT ALLOWS A SPECIAL USE, TO WIT: A
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION IN “C-1” AND
“C-2” DISTRICTS LOCATED AT 5371 EAST
FIFTH STREET, FOR THE BENEFIT OF RCCG
THE KINGS PALACE; PROVIDING FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES
IN CONEFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY AND PROVIDING FOR
A PENALTY OF UP TO $2,000 DOLLARS PER
DAY FOR A VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION
OF THE ORDINANCE.

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 3163
BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS ADOPTED
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY,
TEXAS, ON OCTOBER 28, 2024:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS AMENDING
THE ZONING ORDINANCE, ORDINANCE
NO. 621; AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF
THE CITY OF KATY BY CHANGING THE
ZONING CLASSIFICATION FROM “R-1”
SINGLE-FAMILY DISTRICT TO “PDD”
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, FOR
APPROXIMATELY 46.27-ACRE COMMERCIAL
DEVELOPMENT GENERALLY LOCATED AT
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF MORTON
ROAD AND KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF ROAD;
CREATING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS AND
RESTRICTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT WITHIN
“THE GREEN AT KATY PARK” PLANNED
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT; PROVIDING A
PENALTY OF $2,000 FOR EACH DAY OF
VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION OF THIS
ORDINANCE; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; AND  PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy,
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary;
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment,
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the
Pitts Rd at Morton Rd Detention Pond Improvements
Project, until 3:00 p.m. on November 21, 2024. Bids will,
immediately thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud
in the City of Katy Council Chambers. Any bids received
after closing time will be returned unopened.

The project involves detention pond grading, concrete
weir construction, concrete slope paving, inlet and pipe
placement as well as all labor, equipment, materials, and
incidentals required for the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required
bonds within ten days after notice of award. At the option
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following:

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or
state bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value).

c. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue
of US. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond being
within the maximum amount specified for such
company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids
received. The successful bidder must furnish Performance
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total
contract price from a Surety or other Sureties acceptable to
the Owner. Owner reserves the right to award the contract
at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Virtual Pre-Bid Conference will be held
to review the scope of work. This Pre-Bid Conference will
be held on November 13, 2024 @ 2:00 p.m.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86904030712
Meeting ID: 869 0403 0712

Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Equal Opportunity in Employment - all qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap or
national origin. Bidders on this work will be required to
comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at
www.civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download
the plans. Sets of hard copies of Bidding Documents will
not be sold. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall
be used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer
assumes any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations
resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding
Documents. Owner and Engineer, in making copies of
Bidding Documents available on the above terms, do so
only for the purpose of obtaining Bids for the Work and do
not confer a license or grant for any other use.

First Publication: October 31, 2024
Second Publication: November 7, 2024

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Friendswood
Development Company o.b.o. Harris County Municipal
Utility District No. 465, Attention Cynthia Hill, President,
Board of Directors, will be electronically received, until
10:00 a.m. Local Time, Thursday, November 14, 2024, and
then publicly opened and read via Teleconference meeting
for “Construction of Water, Sanitary, & Drainage Facilities
for Winward Cove Section 1 for Harris County Municipal
Utility District No. 465, Harris County, Texas.”

Call-In Information: Phone Number: (469) 965-2602,
Phone Conference ID: 584 223 407#.

Scope of Work of the Contract Documents includes the
following: Construction of Water, Sanitary, & Drainage
Facilities.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned
unopened. A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will
be held remotely on Thursday, November 7, 2024, at 10:00
a.m. Local Time, via teleconference. The conference call
number is (469) 965-2602. The access code is 771 562 962#.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid bond or a certified
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the
Contract Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms
provided and provide the required insurance certificates
and Bonds within seven (7) days after the date Contract
Documents are received by the successful bidder. If a
certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful
bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original
certified or cashier’s check within one (1) business day of
receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search “Winward
Cove Sec 1 WS&D”. Bidders must register on this website in
order to view and/or download specifications, plans, soils
report, and environmental reports for this Project. There is
NO charge to view or download documents.

Bidder must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in
compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting Section 49.2731
Electronic Bidding Rules and all Bids and Bid Securities
must be submitted through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder
must register on this website to submit a Bid and Bid
Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid
Securities on this website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed, or
agreed to using an Electronic Signature, as defined by and
in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature Rules for
Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids
and to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or
bidding process except the time for submitting a Bid. The
successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder,
which in the Board’s judgment will be most advantageous
to the District and result in the best and most economical
completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the bidder
agrees that the Contract Documents can be terminated
if the bidder knowingly or intentionally fails to comply
with a requirement of that subchapter.

Advertisement Dates: 10/31/2024 & 11/7/2024
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NOTICE

THE CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION OF THE CITY
OF KATY, TEXAS, IS CONDUCTING THE REGULAR
REVIEW OF THE CITY OF KATY HOME RULE
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COMMISSION IN WRITING PRIOR TO DECEMBER
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5, 2024 AND SENT TO THE CITY SECRETARY
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AT CITYSECRETARY@CITYOFKATY.COM OR 901
AVENUE C, KATY, TEXAS 77493.

BY ORDER OF CHAIRMAN
CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
R CITY OF KATY, TEXAS
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Katy ISD Provides Evaluations

m|>

for Students

with Suspected Disabilities

The Katy Independent School District Department of
Special Education provides evaluations for students with

suspected disabilities to identify every student with a
disability living within the districts boundaries. These

evaluations are designed to help identify children who may

qualify for the district’s special education or Section 504
program.

Students with all categories of disabilities between the

ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to ensure
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their success in school. These services and supports may
be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
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or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

Special Education services are also available to children
who are visually and/or auditory impaired starting at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be challenged with
a disability, please contact the Katy ISD Department of
Special Education at 281-396-2066. The Department of
Special Education will coordinate efforts to evaluate the
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided
with supports and services needed to obtain academic and
non-academic benefit. Please do not hesitate to call should

Showcase your stuff
for sale in the Classifieds!

Call Debbie at 281-391-3141
or visit us online at
www.katytimes.com

you have any questions.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane
Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity
employer. The Board of Trustees, and its agents, officers,
and staff members shall not discriminate based on gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Bids addressed to Katy West Municipal Utility District will be received
electronically until 10:00 a.m. Local Time, November 21st, 2024, and then
publicly opened and read for furnishing all plant, labor, material and equipment
and performing all work required for the construction of: Water, Sanitary,
Drainage, and Paving facilities in Katy Court Section 3 & Section 5. In addition to
the opening of sealed Bids, you may attend the public opening of sealed Bids via
Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft Team, use the contact information below:

+1 832-856-3756 United States, Houston, Phone Conference ID: 621 957 563#

Scope of Work of the Contract Documents includes the following: Construction
of Water, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer and Paving facilities.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. A NON-MANDATORY
pre-bid conference will be held remotely via Microsoft Teams on November 14th,
2024, at 10:00 a.m. Local Time. Below is the information to attend the pre-bid
conference by teleconference.

+1 832-856-3756 United States, Houston, Phone Conference ID: 174 331 867#

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check,
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract
Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the re-
quired insurance certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Docu-
ments are received by the Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided,
the successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original certified
or cashier’s check within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from www.Civ-
castUSA.com. Bidders must register on this website to view and/or download
specifications, plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this Project.
There is NO charge to view or download documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in
compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding
Rules and all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted through
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on this website to submit a Bid
and Bid Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this
website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract Docu-
ments may be accepted, executed or agreed to through the use of an Electron-
ic Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature
Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and
irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid. The
successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and
most economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply
to this Bid and the Contractor agrees that the Contract Documents can be
terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a
requirement of that subchapter.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 281-391-3141
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« Seven Lakes and Morton
Ranch will both try to close out
their seasons in strong fashion
with the final regular game of
the season in District 19-6A.

The Spartans come off a
loss to Mayde Creek, where
they showed some good things
but weren’t able to keep them
going in the second half after a
good first half. Seven Lakes had

100-yards rushing from Apollo
Lema in the game while Edgar
Varela ran for 13 yards and a
score as well. Shaan Patel threw
for 88 yards and Kaiser Floyd
had 35 yards receiving to lead
the Spartans, but Seven Lakes
struggled on the defensive end,
allowing over 350 yards from
Mayde Creek’s offense.
Morton Ranch meanwhile

had a good offensive

performance but was unable
to pull out a win against

Cinco Ranch last time out.

The Mavericks got three
touchdowns from Tyler
Gilmore with runs of 12 yards,
and two runs of one yard.
Jayceon Jenkins threw for three
touchowns as well — two went
to Chase Williams on passes

of 80 yards and 66 yards while
another went to Tyler Williams
with a pass of 29 yards.

With both teams out of the
playoff race, it will be a game
where they try to build momen-
tum into the offseason. Seven
Lakes will try to break a streak
of losses while Morton will be
fighting for its first win of the
year.

MAYDE CREEK 44,
SEVEN LAKES 14

MaydeCreek 0 17 9 18 - 44
Sevenlakes 7 7 0 14 - 28

First quarter
SL: Apollo Lema 79 run (Alex Farinez kick)
6:50
Second quarter
MC: Trey Williams 45 pass to Daylin
Robinson, 11:19
MC: Williams 30 pass to David Matthews Jr.
(Williams run) 10:47
MC: Michael Garcia 37 field goal, 7:04
SL: Edgar Varela 2 run (Farinez kick) 0:20
Third quarter
MC: Garcia 48 field goal, 9:15
MC: Williams 30 pass to Matthews Jr., 3:57
Fourth quarter
MC: Williams 12 run (Williams run) 10:47
MC: Garcia field goal, 7:15
MC: Juice Vela 2 run (Garcia kick) 2:40

Team Statistics

MAYDE SEVEN

CREEK LAKES
First downs 16 10
Yards rushing 35-226 29-114
Yards passing 156 88
Passes 14-25-3-1 8-19-0-0
Punts N/A 3-29
Fumbles-lost 1-0 0-0
Penalty-yards 5-40 8-75

Individual Statistics

Rushing - Mayde Creek: Juice Vela, 13-
79-1; Trey Williams, 12-70-1; Jaylin Cousin,
5-34; Christian Bradford, 2-29; Michael
Shifatu, 2-12; Daylin Robinson, 1-2; Seven
Lakes: Apollo Lema, 9-100-1; Edgar Varela,
8-13-1; Braylon Hayes, 5-3; Dominik Davis,
2-(-6), Shaan Patel, 3-(-7);

Passing - Mayde Creek: Trey Williams,
14-25-152-3-1; Seven Lakes: Shaan Patel,
8-19-88-0-0;

Receiving - Mayde Creek: Daylin
Robinson, 6-84-1; David Matthews, 3-60-2;
Stone Bankston, 2-8; Marcus Estes, 1-4;
Montrae LeBlanc, 1-1; Christian Bradford, 1-0;
Michael Shifatu, 1-(-1); Seven Lakes: Kaiser
Floyd, 2-35; Peter Noonan, 3-27; Apollo
Lema, 1-13; Carter Hatten, 1-10; Edgar Varela,
1-3;

BUSINESS SERVICES

RAMS

from page B1

there was some frustration at the begin-
ning and it took a while, but we're starting
to see what our offense could be. The sky's
the limit and we’re hoping to build on
this and continue using that momentum
through the season and into the offsea-
son.”

Seven Lakes struck first in the game.
After the Spartans and Rams traded turn-
over on downs to start the game, Seven
Lakes took over deep in its own territory
and scored when Apollo Lema broke
through the middle on a 79-yard run for a
touchdown.

The game stayed that way until the sec-
ond quarter, then Mayde Creek trimmed
into the lead on a 45-yard touchdown pass
from Trey Williams to Daylin Robinson.
Mayde Creek got aggressive and got the
ball back on a surprise onside kick and
then took the lead two plays later when
Williams threw a 30-yard touchdown pass
to David Matthews Jr. The Rams added
a 37-yard field goal later in the half by
Michael Garcia, but Seven Lakes was able
to answer back late in the second quarter,
driving down the field before Edgar Varela
ran in a 2-yard touchdown that trimmed
Mayde Creek’s lead to 17-14 heading into
halftime.

“We’re just a whole new offense and
a whole new team,” said senior quar-
terback Trey Williams. “We’ve grown so
much from last year and even from the
start of this season and you can see how
the work we have been putting in has
paid oft”

The Rams came out and dominated the
second half. They added a 48-yard field
goal from Garcia to start the third and Wil-
liams got the team to the endzone twice
more, one on a 30-yard pass to Matthews
Jr. and another on a 12-yard run before
Garcia added one final field goal and Juice
Vela ran in a 2-yard touchdown to cap off
the scoring.

Williams ended the night with 152
yards in the air and 70 yards on the
ground, scoring four touchdowns while
Johnson had 84 yards receiving on six
catches. That duo has been front and
center to the team's success and they are
embracing the new culture fully in their

Let me help you improve your bottom line!

We enable our customers to process credit cards
anytime, anywhere, at the office or on the go.

Named the sales executive with the best
customer service for the last 10 years.

Trudy King
Global Payments

Trudy@TrudyKing.com
832-724-7440

CAREGIVER

IN-HOME CARE
NON-MEDICAL
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LUNA CARE ASSISTANT
SERVICES, LLC

“From The Heart Care”
PRIVATE - SENIOR - RESPITE - COMPANION

LENA TREVINO

CNA, CPCT, CPT, CET
BLS CERTIFIED

PROFESSIONAL,
RELIABLE, EXPERIENCED
& INSURED
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‘_ 832-535-0602

& Admin@LunaCareAssist.com
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ELECTRICITY PRICE
~ COMPARISON

We help customers with
Shopping the Energy Market
for the best
Electricity Contract
that fits their specific needs

and situation.

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy
< 281-630-5895
™ kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE

Residential * Commercial

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Mayde Creek head coach Mike Arogbonlo signals to his
team during a game between Paetow and Mayde Creek at
Legacy Stadium.

senior years.

“It’s just been really fun,” Robinson
said. “We’re building something special
here and I've just been put in a position to
succeed with how we are playing. The best
part though is in these fourth quarters
while we're ahead. Being able to see the
other guys get in, get there shine and
rooting those guys on — that’s the most
special part for me.”

Mayde Creek closes out its sea-
son against Katy next week. The Rams
though, aren’t focused on any partic-
ular opponent. For them, this is about
themselves, continuing to improve and
showing they can play well in all three
phases.

“All three phases tonight really came
together. That'’s exactly what we have been
trying get these kids to play for nine weeks
and they put it all together tonight,” Arog-
bonlo said. “I just emphasized to them
in the locker that ‘this is who we are and
who we can be on a week to week basis. It
doesn’t matter who we play next week —
it's about ourselves and looking beyond
our opponent. These guys have really
bought into that and we’re just going to try
and keep building”

KATY

from page B1

touchdown run.

“The kids have done a great job of
growing up,” Joseph said. “This group
has grown a lot since August. You can
see the maturity in a lot of them. Tonight,
you saw when Tompkins got down to
the goal line there was no let up and the
kids fought tooth and nail. The guys on
offense, they've started to get in sync as
well. That’s the most rewarding part of
this year has been seeing that growth.”

The Tigers clinched the district title
for the 15th time in the past 16 seasons
with the win. They will close out the
district season against Mayde Creek
before heading into playoffs. But the job
isn’t done for Katy as they try and secure
the outright district championship and
head into playoffs on a good note.

“Our coaches remind us before every
game that everything is about improving
and playing your best game each week,”
Carter said. “That’s the mindset we are
going to bring in to next week. We want
to give 100% effort in practice, keep
making each other better and find a way
to win. That’s the mindset each week
and it doesn’t change.

KATY 35, TOMPKINS 0
Katy 7 140 14 - 35
Tompkin 0 0 0 0 - 0
First quarter

K: Tremayne Hill 3 run (Giovanni Moreno
kick) 3:36
Second quarter

K: Gunner Nelson 70 pass to Cade McCall
(Moreno kick) 8:17
K: Joshua Smith 6 run (Moreno kick) 4:03

Fourth quarter

K: Tremayne Hill 1 run (Moreno kick) 7:27
K: Tim Ogubanjo 27 run (Moreno kick) 1:25

Team Statistics

KATY TOMPKINS

Firstdowns 16 1

Yards rushing 34-239 25-87
Yards passing 183 156
Passes 11-16-1-0 17-28-0-1
Punts 2-45 2-33
Fumbles-lost 1-1 0-0
Penalty-yards 2-20 2-15

Individual Statistics

Rushing - Katy: Tony Manuel, 4-80;
Tremayne Hill, 17-68-2; Joshua Smith, 4-30;
Cade McCall, 1-23; Tim Ogubanjo, 1-27;
Aqualis Jordan, 4-11; London Bilbeam, 1-3;
Gunner Nelson, 2-(-3); Tompkins: Ethan
meadows, 21-80; Robert Bernard, 3-9; Justin
Thierheimer, 1-(-2);

Passing - Katy: Gunner Nelson, 10-
14-172-1-0; Jackson Franklin, 1-2-14-0-0;
Tompkins: Justin Thierheimer, 17-28-156-0-1;

Receiving - Katy: Israel Olotu-Judah,
7-77; Cade McCall, 1-70-1; Ryan Carbone,
1-16; John Ortiz, 1-11; Joshua Smith, 1-9;
Tompkins: Bisi Bello, 5-56; KJ Madison, 5-37;
James Mayes, 2-25; Ethan Meadows, 2-18;
Carter Young, 2-17; Etoro Bassey, 1-3;
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ELECTRICITY BROKER TAX CONSULTANTS
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YOUR AD HERE

THIS SPACE JUST
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean

281-391-3141
debbie.prejean@katytimes.com
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At Bent Arrow Consulting, we combine our
deep knowledge of property tax law with a
personalized approach to each client’s unique
needs. Our team is committed to delivering:

* Property Tax Compliance & Filings

¢ Negotiations & Tax Appeals

e Accruals & Budgets

* Tax Bill Audits

e Appraisals and Valuations

e Estate Planning

® SEC Reserves

512-797-9785
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Madison Carlton looks to pass the ball during a
Region I1I-6A Semifinal between Seven Lakes
and Summer Creek at the Campbell Center in
Aldine.

Katy ISD Girls Hoop Classic to host
speakers in mental health, physical therapy

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Katy ISD is gearing up for this
year’s Girl’'s Hoops Classic and it is
shaping up to be a fun tournament
for people around the Katy area to
attend.

The school district has part-
nered with Memorial Hermann for
the tournament to provide sports
psychologists who will offer mental
performance sessions for teams,
parents and coaches that will
focus on mental toughness and
strategies for peak performance.
They will talk to the teams at the
tournament and host speeches
throughout the 14th and 15th,

giving a chance for those teams,
parents, coaches and more to learn
from experts in the mental health,
physical therapy and recovery/
nutrition area.

There will be a number of
speakers over the two days, start-
ing with three speakers who will
give talks on mental health and
performance on the 14th. Mental
coach Paige Reeve, founder of the
institiute of sports performance
Robert B Andrews and sports
mental performance coach Christa
Doyle will all give their perspec-
tives and experience in the field to
start off the tournament.

After that trio speaks about
mental health and performance

there will also be speeches from
physical therapists on how athletes
can best take care of their bodies
and how coaches can best look
out for players. Renee Kubeczka,
Chelsea Ngo and Courtney Bohne,
all three of which are physical
therapists at Memorial Hermann,
will speak to the groups about their
experiences and give advice on how
to best keep your bodies healthy.
To round out the tournament
on the 15th there will be talks
about recovery and nutrition for
athletes. Chris Slocum, the Direc-
tor of Advanced Performance at
Athlete Training and Health, Trey
Job, the Chief Athletic Perfor-
mance Officer at Athlete Training

and Health, Brett Singer, a Sports
Dietitian at Memorial Hermann
and Emily Barnhardt, a Sports
Dietitian at the Injury RD will all
give talks about keeping your body
healthy, recovering after games
and keeping yourself ready for
peak performance.

32 teams from across the state
of Texas will all come together for
the tournament hosted by Katy
ISD and it will be a great three
days of competition with chances
to hear with experts from around
the sports medical world as well.
You can purchase tickets online at
https://www.vancoevents.com/
us/eventlist/katyisdhsathleticev-
ents?embed=1.

-eacing c);E"""‘E)Pedic‘ ' a

— "

Our orthopedic and sports medicine specialists can
help keep your body in motion.

Whether you're suffering from simple aches and pains or recovering from
a complex injury, our board-certified specialists develop treatment plans
tailored to your unique needs. From diagnosis and treatment through
physical therapy and rehabilitation, we have the expertise to get you back

on your feet and keep you moving.

Katy-West Houston
® [
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° @ Houston Methodist Orthopedics &
o Sports Medicine
® * ® Houston Methodist Orthopedic
° Injury Clinic — offering
o same-day care
{ o

20+ convenient locations across Greater Houston

HOUSTON

Methalist

ORTHOPEDICS &
SPORTS MEDICINE
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HoustonBallet
OFFICIAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDER

HOUSTON
SYMPAONY

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/orthopedics

832.522.8280
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