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Council approves steps for new 
‘Katy Exchange’ city-run market event
Petition to leave Katy’s 
ETJ also presented by 
landowner
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

At the January 13 meeting 
of Katy’s city council, council 
members approved a number of 

steps toward implementation of 
the new city-run “Katy Exchange” 
market event.  Dates for the five 
market events have been set as 
the third Saturday in March, April, 
May, August, and November.  The 
events will take place from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., except for the inaugural 
event on March 15, which will be 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Following a closed executive 
session near the end of the meet-
ing, council members also gave a 

5-0 vote of approval for the mayor 
to sign a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) with the Katy Area 
Chamber of Commerce for the 
Katy Exchange.  The purpose of the 
MOU was not disclosed.

Additionally, dates have been 
set for other city-sponsored events 
in the historic town square at Ave-
nue C and Second Street:

• March 8, 5 to 8 p.m.: Great 80s!  
celebrating the 80th anniversary 
of the incorporation of the City of 

Katy
• April 5, 4 to 7 p.m.: Taylor 

Swift ERAS Night
• May 10, 7 to 10 p.m.: Beatz the 

Heat Beach Bash on the Square
• June 13, 7 to 10 p.m.:  The 

Greatest Showman
• August 9, 8 to 11 a.m.: Classic 

Cars and Coffee
• September 13, 4 to 7 p.m.: 

Blues and Brews
• October 4: Katy Rice Harvest 

Festival Parade, 8 to 11 a.m.

Street closures were approved 
for all events.  

In an unusual request, land-
owner Katy Trees, LLC, petitioned 
to exit the city’s extra-territorial 
jurisdiction (ETJ).  The 81-acre 
property in Harris and Waller 
Counties, located west of Eula 
Morgan Road and south of Clay 
Road, is planned for residential 
development, Mayor Dusty Thiele 

See MARKET, page 3

Next year’s 
budget will be 
a challenge, 
Smith tells 
KISD board

FROM KATY ISD BOARD MEETING VIDEO

Katy ISD CFO Chris Smith provides the first overview 
of the district’s 2025-2026 budget to the district’s 
board of trustees at the January 13 meeting.

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

At Monday’s meeting of the Katy 
ISD board of trustees, Chief Financial 
Officer Chris Smith provided an up-
date to the district’s 2025-2026 budget.  
The first official update to the coming 
year’s budget, the presentation focused 
on five objectives for 2025-2026:

• A balanced budget: Smith said 
this would be nearly impossible with-
out “draconian measures” and help 
from the state.

• Competitive compensation: 
Without a change in the legislative 
landscape in Austin, the district will 

See KISD, page 3

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Reflecting Katy ISD’s com-
mitment to safety for students, 
staff, and visitors, on January 
6 the district hosted the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) 
for a comprehensive, critical 
incident review of the tragic 
May 2022 mass shooting at 

Robb Elementary in Uvalde, 
Texas.

More than 230 participants, 
including Katy ISD police offi-
cers, crisis management teams, 
and representatives from local 
and county emergency re-
sponse agencies, including city 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATY ISD

More than 230 participants, including Katy ISD police officers, crisis management teams, and 
representatives from local and county emergency response agencies, including city and county 
law enforcement and hospitals, attended a critical incident review of the mass shooting at 
Uvalde, hosted by the Department of Justice (DOJ) on January 6 at the Merrell Center, 6301 S. 
Stadium Lane in Katy.

Katy ISD hosts area 
districts, agencies for 
Uvalde shooting review

Fort Bend County secures 
$58.6 million in H-GAC funding 
for SH 99 frontage road projects
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Fort Bend County Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Vincent Morales announced Jan-
uary 13 that the county has secured $58.6 
million in funding from the Houston-Gal-
veston Area Council (H-GAC) to advance 
critical mobility projects along the Grand 
Parkway (SH 99) in the Cinco Ranch area. 
These investments will enhance mobility, 
alleviate congestion, and accelerate the 
construction of voter-approved frontage 
roads in one of Fort Bend County’s fast-
est-growing regions, according to the press 

release from the commissioner’s office.
“First, I wish to thank the leadership of 

the Houston-Galveston Area Council for 
their partnership - this funding marks a 
significant step forward for our commu-
nity,” said Morales. “When I took the lead 
on these projects in 2022, my focus was 
clear: expedite timelines, engage residents 
on sound wall designs, and position these 
projects for funding opportunities like this 
H-GAC allocation. These projects have 
been championed and helped to this point 

A landmark 
day for 

conservation

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Coastal Prairie Conservan-
cy (CPC) announced on January 6 
the conservation of 1,329 acres in 
a single day, including a 910-acre 
property in Waller County and 
419 additional acres also in Waller 
County that expand the Katy Prairie 
Preserve. These additions bring 
CPC’s total preserved lands to 33,607 
acres.

The 910-acre property located 
on the Brazos River features coastal 
prairie grasslands, hardwood forests, 
and an oxbow lake. The land, which 
remains a working cattle ranch, is 
undergoing habitat restoration to 
support grasslands and natural areas 
along the Brazos River. The tract 
serves as a key stopover for migra-
tory birds along the North American 
Central Flyway.

The Katy Prairie Preserve was 
expanded by 419 acres, increasing its 
preserved area to over 19,300 acres. 
CPC’s efforts safeguard tallgrass prai-
ries, natural depressional wetlands, 
and numerous streams and tribu-
taries. Cypress Creek runs through 
much of the preserve. These land-
scapes provide essential habitats for 
species such as Northern bobwhite 
quail, Swainson’s hawk, bobcat, and 

Coastal Prairie 
Conservancy permanently 

preserves 1,329 acres

See CONSERVATION, page 3

See REVIEW, page 3

Harris County District and County 
Courts celebrate adoption of 
expanded language access plan
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Harris County District Courts and 
County Courts at Law have adopted an 
updated Language Access Plan that aims to 
help community members who aren’t fluent 
in English better navigate the justice system, 
according to a December 18 press release. 

Under the plan, access to language assis-
tance services, such as courtroom interpret-
ers and translators, will be expanded for 
individuals with limited English proficiency. 
The expanded access includes an increase 
in the availability of interpretation and 
translation services in court proceedings — 
for plaintiffs, defendants, witnesses, victims, 
parents or guardians of minors, and others 
participating in proceedings or programs 
operated by the courts. 

The new services are subject to funding 
from the Harris County Commissioners 
Court. 

“We believe all who interact with the 
justice system should be able to understand 
what is happening — not just the pro-
ceedings, but all the forms, processes, and 
resources associated with them,” said Judge 
Toria Finch, Harris County Local Admin-
istrative Judge for the 20 County Courts at 
Law and presiding judge of Harris County 
Criminal Court at Law No. 9. “The Courts 

are committed to prioritizing this issue and 
expanding services, and we hope to get the 
funding to be able to do it.” 

Because personal liberty is at stake, the 
criminal and juvenile district courts and 
county criminal courts already provide in-
terpreters for all who come before the court 
and can’t speak English fluently. Spanish 
interpreters are available daily and some 
court forms are available in both English 
and Spanish. However, court proceedings 
are often delayed when someone needs 
interpretation or translation services in a 
language other than Spanish. 

In the civil and family district courts 
and county civil courts, interpreters are 
provided upon request for individuals who 
can’t speak English fluently and have been 
found to be indigent. But not everyone who 
comes before the civil courts knows they 
can request language access services. 

The new plan allows for expanded access 
to court interpreters as well as the transla-
tion of existing court forms into more lan-
guages. It also calls on the courts to increase 
public awareness about the resources so 
community members will know how and 
when to request them. 

“Our judiciary has come together as a 

See LANGUAGE, page 3

See PROJECTS, page 3
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Sunrise on the 419-acre land addition to the 
Katy Prairie Preserve, a conservation success that 
protects critical habitat for wildlife and helps 
safeguard communities from flooding.



Paranormal Cirque returns to Katy January 17 – 27
Immerse yourself in a world of thrills, chills and sus-

pense, as you experience a Paranormal journey like no oth-
er. Under this Clown Castle, the black and red big top tent, 
Acrobats of the Air, Illusionists, freaks, mysterious creatures 
and all the elements that make one think of a "normal" 
Circus but that of normal has very little.  A new show with 
breathtaking implications always poised between fun and 
the most uninhibited fear that will transport you to a dark 
world inhabited by creatures with incredible circus art 
abilities.  A crazy yet fun fusion between Circus, theatre, 
and cabaret in perfect harmony with the evolution of a 
show that brings you back to when we dream ... and when 
we had nightmares and fantasies. Scare, encompass, amuse 
and surprise are the ingredients for a mixture of emotions 
impossible to forget.  This is truly a Paranormal experience 
like no other, held at Katy Mills Mall, 5000 Katy Mills Circle 
in Katy.  Go to black.cirqueitalia.com/events/1219_Para-
normal-Cirque-Katy-TX for performance dates and times 
and ticket information.

Celebrate the ‘Big Day’ at Parkway Fellowship’s  
main campus on January 26

Help celebrate the 22nd birthday of the Parkway Fellow-
ship, 27043 FM 1093 in Richmond on Sunday, January 26.  
The event will feature kids’ games and prizes, bounce hous-
es and student games and giveaways.  There will be services 
at 9 a.m., 10:15 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., with new worship mu-
sic, God stories, a worship night, small group sign-ups and 
membership classes, in addition to a brand-new message 
series called “State of Mind.”  For more information, go to 
parkwayfellowship.com/bigday.

Connect with other Katy area businesses each 
Wednesday morning with the Katy Business 

Connection
Kick-off 2025 with 

a strong start and 
develop an effective 
business network! 
Join this free 
networking group 
every Wednesday 

and strengthen your business connections. Meetings take 
place at the Monty Ballard YMCA at Cinco Ranch, 22807 
Westheimer Parkway in Katy, from 8 to 9 a.m.

More networking – Tuesdays with B. C. E. 
Networking Katy on first and third Tuesdays

The Best Client Experience Networking group of Katy 
(B. C. E. Networking), organized by local real estate broker 
associate Des Aina, meets on the first and third Tuesdays 
each month at Buzz & Bites, 23445 Kingsland in Katy.  
Meetings focus on the best service for clients and take place 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m.  RSVP on EventBrite at  https://bit.ly/
BCEnetworkingKaty2025.

 

Help make a difference at the gala  
for Katy Angels on February 1

Join Katy Angels in making a difference in the 
community. Local nonprofit Katy Angels will hold its 
gala from 6 to 10 p.m. on 
February 1 at the Palacio 
Maria Banquet Hall, 21728 
Highland Knolls in Katy.  
The nonprofit’s mission is 
to demonstrate God’s love 
by providing groceries and 
essentials to those in need 
in Katy, and the group 
believes that by working together, we can make a difference 
and spread hope.  For more information, go to facebook.
com/katytxangels/.

Fulshear Regional Chamber FOR Commerce to hold 
quarterly luncheon on February 5

Gather with the Fulshear Regional Chamber FOR 
Commerce at Gauchos do Sul, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on February 5 for the chamber’s quarterly networking 
luncheon.  The address is 910 W. Grand Parkway S. in Katy.  
RSVP required – please contact Rachel Durham at the 
chamber at rachel@fulshearregional.com.

Katy Christian Chamber to meet on February 5
Join members of the Katy Christian Chamber of Com-

merce on the first Wednesday of every month for their 
chamber networking luncheon. Open to both members 
and non-members. All are welcome at the next meeting, 
scheduled for February 5 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Midway BBQ, 6191 Highway Blvd.. in Katy.   A great place 
to network with like-minded leaders, business owners, 
and professionals in the greater Katy area. Luncheon 
format includes table networking and room-wide attendee 
introductions. Bring a give-away and receive an extra shout 
out to bring attention to your product or service.  For more 
information or to secure a luncheon ticket, contact info@
katychristianchamber.com

Katy Area Chamber of Commerce hosts ‘Chamber 
Connections’ on February 6

Looking for a chance to network with other business 
professionals? Sign up for the Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s Chamber Connections to connect with other 
businesses through a casual, lightly structured networking 
meeting. This is a lightly structured networking meeting 
where each attendee will give a 30-second infomercial 
about their business and what they do. The Chamber brings 
in additional business resources to educate our members 
on different ways they can support their businesses.  The 
next meeting is on February 6 from 8 to 9:30 a.m. at a 
location TBD.  For more information, please contact Stacy 
Jacobs at 832-437-8465.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. You fry food in it
  4. Pesky insect
  8. Gets older
10. __ Dern, actress
11. Uncouth man
12. One who sulks
13. Napoleon’s king of
      Naples
15. One who swims
      underwater
16. Make amends
17. Expressions
18. Document format
21. What a beaver makes
22. Limb
23. Photograph
24. Golf score
25. Moroccan mountain
      range
26. Wrinkled dog breed:
      Shar __
27. 20th century sex
      symbol
34. Remedy for all diseases
35. Bluish greens
36. Moved swiftly
37. Type of units
38. Madames
39. Indian religious god

40. Potentially hazardous
      asteroids
41. Leak slowly through
42. An association of
      criminals
43. A way to push content
      (abbr.)

CLUES DOWN
  1. Town in central Brazil
  2. Large burrowing
      rodent
  3. Nerve cell
  4. Estimating
  5. Bakers use it
  6. Regions
  7. Small lake
  9. Environmentalist nun
10. More kookie
12. Announce officially
14. Israeli city __ Aviv
15. Title given to friar
17. Inches per minute
      (abbr.)
19. Buildings
20. Pouch
23. They steal on the high
      seas
24. It’s mightier than the
      sword

25. Going off on a tangent
26. Monetary unit
27. Young woman
28. Type of bulb
29. Type of drug (abbr.)
30. City opposite
      Dusseldorf

31. Animal disease
32. Martini necessities
33. Elude
34. La __: Buenos Aires
      capital
36. An oft-enduring
      symbol

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 

The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

(281) 881-0466  |  ktxwindowcleaning.com

Fae, Wolfera, & Vladimir 
- On the Hunt for Their 

Forever Family!
These three sweet 

kitties are ready to 
find a home to call 
their own, and they’re 
just a few of the many 
adorable cats waiting 
for you on the catio at 
Special Pals!

COMMUNITY

CONTRIBUTED REPORT
 
On February 14, 2025, Fort Bend County Clerk, 

Laura Richard, alongside Judge J. Christian Becerra, 
will host a special, free marriage ceremony event at the 
Travis Building, 301 Jackson Street in Richmond, giving 
couples the opportunity to celebrate their devotion in a 
unique and meaningful way this Valentine's Day.  The 
announcement was made in a January 6 press release.

The event, which will bring together ten couples, 
is part of the County Clerk's efforts to support and 
celebrate love, commitment, and the diverse families of 

Fort Bend County during one 
of the busiest marriage license 
seasons all year, the release 
said.

The ceremony will take 
place at the Travis Building 
in Richmond at 3:30 p.m. 
and will be officiated by the 
Honorable Judge Christian J. 

Becerra who has generously agreed to do the services 
for free. The Fort Bend County Clerk's office will also be 
on hand to assist with marriage licenses, ensuring the 
smooth completion of all necessary filing steps after 
the ceremony.

Clerk Richard said, "Valentine's Day is the perfect 
occasion to celebrate love in all its forms. I’m excited to 
witness this joyous occasion and to be part of a tradi-
tion that recognizes and supports the bonds that hold 
our community together."

The event is open to all eligible couples who have 
purchased their marriage license 72 hours in advance 
from the Fort Bend County Clerk’s office. Interested 
couples should register with the County Clerk's Office 
through email at cclerkrecords@fbctx.gov or by visiting 
the County Clerk’s website at www.fbctx.gov/county-
clerk for more details on how to participate.

Couples interested in participating are encouraged 
to apply early, as space is limited.

Fort Bend County 
Clerk celebrates 10 
lucky couples with 
free wedding event 
on Valentine’s Day

COMMUNITY EVENTS

PHOTO BY JHOAN F., COURTESY OF CIRQUE ITALIA

Cirque Italia’s Paranormal Cirque returns to Katy Mills Mall with performances 
from January 17-27.
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FIND THE IDEAL OFFICE SPACE FOR YOU starting at just $600 per month
25807 Westheimer Parkway Suite 300, Katy 77494 • 281-505-1106 • victoria@katyelitesuites.com

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

Katy Elite Suites
provides premium
business solutions 

for remote workers, 
business travelers, and 

project teams in the 
Houston Metro Area.

SOLUTIONS FOR MODERN BUSINESS

We offer diverse 
coworking solutions 

and private executive 
offices with 24/7 access 

for modern business 
owners.

IMPRESSIVE AMENITIES

Office building with 
dedicated community 
managers enhancing 

your business,
creating appealing
environments, and 

prioritizing productivity 
and convenience.

VIRTUAL OFFICE SOLUTIONS

Position your business 
ina secure location
with mail services, 
workstations and a

welcoming reception
area for visitors. 

Starting at
$75.00 per month.

MEETING AND PODCAST ROOMS

Looking for a
convenient location

to enhance client 
meetings or host your 

podcast for your
audience? 
Find it at

Katy Elite Suites!

united front to ensure that language 
— the very thing that connects us — 
does not impede access to justice in 
the courts,” said Judge Latosha Lewis 
Payne, Harris County Local Adminis-
trative Judge for the 67 District Courts 
and presiding judge of the 55th 
District Court. “I want to personally 
thank the tireless effort and collab-
oration put forth by all stakeholders 
involved in this process: the De-
partment of Justice, Harris County 
Commissioners, our colleagues at the 
Harris County Courts of Law, and our 
Harris County District Courts Ad Hoc 
Language Access Committee, which 
includes Judge Nata Cornelio, Judge 
Gloria Lopez, Judge Ana Martinez, 

and Judge Christine Weems. It is my 
sincere wish that the new plan better 
serves and reflects Harris County’s 
growing diverse community.” 

The Language Access Plan was 
developed by the Harris County 
District and County Courts at Law in 
coordination with the Administrative 
Office of the District Courts, Office 
of Court Management, and U.S. De-
partment of Justice. It was approved 
by the Harris County Courts at Law 
in September and the Harris County 
District Courts in October. 

It replaces the Harris County 
Limited English Proficiency Plan for 
Court Proceedings, which was adopt-
ed in 2012.

from page 1
LANGUAGE

white-tailed deer.
“The preservation of these addi-

tional lands marks a significant mile-
stone for the conservation of land in 
an area under intense development 
pressure,” said Mary Anne Piacentini, 
President and CEO of the Coastal 
Prairie Conservancy. “By safeguard-
ing an additional 1,329 acres, we are 
not only advancing our mission to 

protect the natural heritage of our 
area but also ensuring long-lasting 
benefits for both people and wildlife. 
These natural spaces will serve as 
vital resources for generations to 
come.” 

Landowners interested in explor-
ing conservation options are encour-
aged to contact info@coastalprairie-
conservancy.org.

from page 1
CONSERVATION

not be able to afford a salary 
increase, according to Smith.  
“It’s a function of state funding,” 
he said.

• Competitive health plan, 
which will also require help 
from state funding.

• Safety for students and staff, 
which will remain a high priority.

• Opening of two new 
campuses, which are expected 
to open full; new staff will need 
to be hired for these schools, 
which will be more of a chal-
lenge with this budget.

Smith said that the budget 
assumptions for the coming 
year included average growth 
in taxable values, slowing en-
rollment, the need for campus 
staffing, changes in compensa-
tion and benefits and chang-
es in tax rates.  He said that 
enrollment is slowing all over 
the state and that Katy ISD is 
currently under its enrollment 
projection by about 400 stu-
dents and is forecasting growth 
of only 500 students in the 
next budget cycle.  Smith said 
that about 89% of the district’s 
budget is payroll, with the next 
largest category being utilities, 
at 4.8% of the budget.

The district is in a good posi-
tion to “go through these un-
knowns,” Smith said.  Average 
daily attendance (ADA), upon 
which state funding is calcu-
lated, is up due to the district’s 
current incentive programs.  

The district will also get a better 
rate on its property insurance, 
saving close to $1 million.

Among the “bad” listed by 
Smith:  sluggish enrollment 
growth; allotment caps which 
can cause special allotments, 
such as the “fast growth 
district” allotment received by 
KISD to be prorated rather than 
being fully funded by the state; 
and changes to SHARS/Comp 
ed, which saw another $5 
million hit to KISD just before 
Christmas, Smith said.  And 
“the ugly” described by Smith 
included the current state leg-
islative sessions and stagnant 
revenues for the district.

Actions the district will take 
in planning will include close 
monitoring of all expenditures; 
staffing up for growth as the 
two new schools open; and 
taking economic uncertainties 
such as state funding, inflation 
and the state economy into ac-
count.  The KISD financial ser-
vices department will present 
an update on long-term debt 
plan/projections at a February 
board meeting.

The board also heard a 
presentation on the district’s 
Chromebook program survey, 
which was administered to par-
ents, students and teachers in 
the fall of 2024.  The “Class 1:1” 
Chromebook program, which 
emerged out of the 2023 bond 
and which provides a computer 

to every student in grades three 
through twelve, is four months 
old, said Chief Communica-
tions Officer Andrea Grooms, 
and the purpose of the survey 
was to “identify what is working 
and how we can improve.”  The 
survey covered topics such 
as the effect of the devices on 
learning, the ease of use both at 
home and at school, the need 
for printing at home, difficul-
ties in transporting the devices 
and the type and frequency of 
problems encountered with the 
devices.  Grooms said that the 
district has a “Class 1:1” group 
which meets weekly to address 
these and other issues.

In other actions, the board 
heard a report on the district's 
fine arts and theatre program.  
Executive Director Damon 
Archer and Assistant Director 
of Fine Arts Susan Chiborski 
presented: “Fine Arts The-
atre:  Producing High Quality 
Productions that Captivate 
and Transport the Audience.”  
Students from the Katy High 
School theatre group per-
formed a scene from their up-
coming musical, “Little Wom-
en,” which will be performed at 
the school January 23-25.

The next meetings of the 
school board are:

• Regular board meeting: 
January 21

• Work study meeting: 
February 17

from page 1
KISD

with the collaboration of many stakeholders, 
but chief among those are State Represen-
tative Jacey Jetton and State Senator Joan 
Huffman. Because of their commitment and 
support, we are delivering on our promise to 
provide relief to commuters and taxpayers 
who rely on this vital corridor for their daily 
needs.”

The $58.6 million in funding will support 
three key road segments, previously approved 
for design through voter-backed Fort Bend 
County mobility bond referendums:

• $23.2 million for construction of the SH 
99 southbound frontage road from Bay Hill to 
Cinco Ranch.

• $17.8 million for construction of the SH 

99 northbound frontage road from South Fry 
Road to Westheimer Parkway.

• $17.6 million for construction of the 
SH 99 southbound frontage road from 
Westheimer Parkway to South Fry Road.

State Representative Jacey Jetton empha-
sized the importance of these improvements, 
saying, “Fort Bend County attracts thousands 
of new residents each year, drawn by its 
safety, excellent schools, and affordability. 
With growth comes increased congestion, 
especially on SH 99 through Cinco Ranch. 
Partnering with Commissioner Morales, we 
prioritized expanding this critical roadway. 
I’m proud of the progress we’ve achieved 
together with county and state leaders, in-

cluding Senator Huffman.”
County Engineer Stacy Slawinski high-

lighted the strategic role of H-GAC’s Carry-
over Spend Down Policy: “These funds stem 
from H-GAC’s policy to utilize leftover trans-
portation dollars efficiently. Since December 
2023, the Transportation Policy Council has 
allocated nearly $1 billion for carryover proj-
ects, including $335 million programmed in 
October 2024 under the Surface Transporta-
tion Block Grant Program for initiatives ready 
by August 2026. This policy allows Fort Bend 
County to leverage external resources for the 
SH 99 frontage road projects while reallo-
cating nearly $80 million of county funds to 
other critical mobility initiatives.”

Construction on the first segment is set 
to begin in March 2026, with completion 
anticipated within 18 months. Construction 
of subsequent projects will start in late 2026 
and conclude by the end of 2028. In total, 
these initiatives will add nearly 10 lane miles 
of new frontage roads along SH 99, improving 
traffic flow and safety for residents in Katy 
and Richmond.

As part of its commitment to regional 
mobility, Fort Bend County continues to pri-
oritize SH 99 improvements in coordination 
with TxDOT, according to the press release. 
Recent enhancements to mobility include 
additional lanes and direct connectors at the 
Westpark Tollway.

from page 1
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and county law enforcement 
and hospitals, convened at the 
district’s Merrell Center at 6301 
S. Stadium Drive in Katy to gain 
insights from the DOJ's report, 
“Lessons Learned from the 
Critical Incident Review: Active 
Shooter Robb Elementary.” 
The intensive examination was 
initiated following the events 
of the devastating mass school 
shooting.

Katy ISD’s Superinten-
dent Ken Gregorski thanked 
attendees for their dedication 
to school safety and expressed 
support for collaborating 
around best practices aimed 
at keeping students, staff, and 
schools safe.

“The tragedy at Robb 
Elementary serves as a solemn 
reminder of the immense re-
sponsibility we share to protect 
our schools and communities,” 
Gregorski said. “Your presence 
and commitment to safeguard-
ing schools and communities is 
deeply appreciated.”

The review was led by 
Nazmia Comrie, a senior pro-

gram specialist with the DOJ 
Office of Community Orient-
ed Policing Services (COPS), 
and James Golden, a policing 
consultant with more than 40 
years of service in law enforce-
ment. It included a timeline of 
the incident, observations, and 
recommendations for those 
working in tactical command, 
school safety, emergency man-
agement, and public commu-
nication.

On May 24, 2022, an active 
shooter took the lives of 19 
children and two school staff, 
injuring 17 others at Robb 
Elementary in Uvalde, Texas. 
At the request of Uvalde’s city 
leadership, the U.S. DOJ es-
tablished the Critical Incident 
Review to conduct an inde-
pendent after-action review of 
the mass casualty event and 
provide recommendations. 
More information about the 
Department of Justice’s Uvalde 
findings can be found on the 
DOJ’s COPs website at cops.
usdoj.gov/uvalde.

As part of Katy ISD’s con-

tinuous improvement proto-
cols for school safety, district 
police and crisis management 
teams collaborate with external 
law enforcement partners to 
routinely train and prepare for 
known and unknown scenarios 
and threats, the district said in a 
January 6 press release. 

“The district prides itself 
on these ongoing partnerships 
and its community’s unwaver-
ing support of school safety,” 
the release said. “Currently 
exceeding state-mandated 
standards, every Katy ISD cam-
pus is staffed with armed police 
officers and/or security guards, 
equipped with integrated alert 
systems, 24/7 surveillance, and 
regularly conduct safety drills.” 
Designated staff at each school 
train extensively on the latest 
mental health supports and 
crisis mitigation. To further en-
hance security, Katy ISD police 
work alongside contracted K9 
police units trained in narcot-
ics and weapons detection to 
conduct random inspections at 
secondary campuses.

said.  City Administrator Byron He-
bert said that the request to leave the 
city’s ETJ was the first such request to 
exit Katy’s ETJ that he could remem-
ber since coming to work for the city.  
The city and the landowner were not 
able to come to agreement on issues 
of residential lot sizes and detention 
measures, Hebert said.  The land-
owner sought to build 45-foot lots, 
which is a smaller footprint than 
permitted by the City of Katy.  Hebert 
said that the landowner also wanted 
to work through the detention issues 
with a MUD located closer to their 
property, and that the landowner 
would have to work with the Brook-
shire-Katy Drainage District and the 
Harris County Flood  Control District 
on drainage issues. Emergency 
services to the area will be provid-
ed through ESD #200, Hebert said.  
Although council members voted 
against granting the request to exit 
the ETJ, city staff said that the request 
would become effective in 45 days 
from the date of the request, under 
existing law.

In other action, council:
• Approved 5-0 the appointments 

of Jaime Corona to a seat on the Katy 
Management District No. 1, and of 
Durran Dowdle to fill a seat on the 
Village of Katy Development District.  
Corona, a local realtor and past 

president of the Rotary Club of Katy, 
previously held the seat on the Katy 
Management District No. 1 which 
will now be filled by Dowdle, former 
city council member and mayor pro 
tem for the City of Katy.  Corona 
is filling the seat on the Katy Man-
agement District No. 1 which was 
vacated by Bob Hargarther.

•  On a 4-1 vote, approved the 
purchase of property at 903 D in Katy.  
Councilmember Dan Smith dissent-
ed, stating that the property was not 
part of the city’s long-term strategic 
plan and that property should not 
be purchased “on a whim” without 
a distinct purpose in mind.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Chris Harris said that the 
property would add green space to 
Thomas Park and would provide 
facilities and storage for Keep Katy 
Beautiful.

Mayor Dusty Thiele also welcomed 
new city staff members Anthony 
Bond, who is the city’s new IT director 
and Katie Lowen, who takes over as 
Animal Control Supervisor, following 
the retirement of David Brown.

Thiele also announced that city 
offices would be closed on January 20 
in observance of Martin Luther King 
Day.

The next meeting of Katy’s city 
council will be January 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
at City Hall, 901 Avenue C in Katy.
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‘Pups N Popcorn’ provide stress relief at Seven Lakes
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Yes, it’s true – another Katy ISD high 
school has gone to the dogs.

This time, it’s Seven Lakes High School 
at 9251 S. Fry in Katy, where students in 
the mental health alliance (Motivating 
Minds Club) helped launch an event 
before winter break, called “Pups N 
Popcorn.”

On Wednesday, December 18, students 
who signed up were invited to participate 
in a final exam stress relief activity 
featuring dogs and puppies from local 
animal shelter Special Pals Rescue.  All 
eight of the dogs in the program were up 
for adoption. 

Motivating Minds student president 
Sofia Mateen and club officer Nate 
Mitchell (who also runs a club called 
“Pause for Paws”), along with other club 
members, helped organize and run the 
event.  The students were assisted with the 

project by the school social worker and 
school counseling team including school 
counselor Shannon Petersen.

About 100 students participated in 
“Pups N Popcorn,” organizers said.  The 
students spent their 30-minute lunch 
in the library and rotated through 
interactions with the eight puppies and 
dogs visiting the campus. In general, 
students got to spend about ten minutes 
petting and playing with a puppy.

“Final exams can be extremely stressful 
for students—this event is meant to bring 
a bit of happiness and stress relief for our 
students,” said Petersen. “This is our third 
event since last school year, and we have a 
great turnout every time.”

“We made a deliberate effort to host 
this event during final’s week, which is 
typically when students are stressed about 
their midterms, said Mateen in an email 
to the Katy Times. “The idea was that we 
could provide them with some comfort 
and the chance to play with some adorable 

fluffballs amidst the stress that is high 
school and final exams. Every student that 
came in could not stop smiling throughout 
the entire experience.”

But it wasn’t just the students who 
benefitted from time with man’s best 
friends.  The school’s principal, assistant 
principals, several teachers, and support 
staff – a total of about 40 staff members 
altogether – stopped by the event and 
joined in the fun too. 

“I had some of my teachers from 
previous years finding time in their 
day just to come to the library and play 
with the puppies,” Mateen said. “The 
experience was nothing short of euphoric 
and heartwarming. The puppies created 
such a positive and exciting ambience at 
our school which would not have been 
possible without the help of Special Pals! 
Our goal of providing a safe space for 
students and their mental health was 
ultimately achieved, and we could not be 
happier with how the event turned out.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHANNON PETERSEN, SEVEN LAKES HIGH SCHOOL

Sofia Mateen, club president for Motivating Minds at Seven 
Lakes High School in Katy, snuggles with one of the eight 
puppies brought to campus by local shelter Special Pals for a 
“pups N Popcorn” event in December.

ROYAL CADET

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROYAL ISD

Hard work pays off for Royal High 
School Falcon MCJROTC Cadet Jacob 
Carter, who  earned the required cut 
score for a personal invitation to the 
MCJROTC Marksmanship Championship 
in Anniston, AL—with all expenses 
paid, the district announced January 9 
on its website.

Harris County attorney announces 
two-week summer legal academy
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Calling all students inter-
ested in law!

Applications are now 
open for the Harris Coun-
ty Attorney’s Summer 
Legal Academy, the office 
of county attorney Christian 
D. Menefee announced in a 
January 7 press release.

The Summer Legal 
Academy (SLA) is a paid 
two-week educational 
readiness program for high 
school students aspiring to 
become attorneys. Students 
will learn the process of ap-
plying to law school, what to 
expect as a law student, the 
different areas of law, and 
hear directly from various 
attorneys. This program will 
provide students who are 
interested in a future career 
in the legal field with pivotal 
resources and tools for their 
journey.

The SLA is open to 
Harris County students 
in high school who are 
entering grades 10 through 
12. Priority will be given 
to first-generation college 

students, students from a 
low-income background, 
and/or members of groups 
underrepresented in the 
legal profession.

Students will be expect-
ed to submit:

• A recommendation 
letter

• High school tran-
script- the transcript is used 
primarily to determine eligi-
bility. There is no minimum 
GPA requirement.

• A writing sample, 

which may be a class assign-
ment in which a grade of B 
or better was received

• A personal statement 
on their most meaningful 
achievement and how it 
relates to future goals

• A short essay response 
on one of the following 
(1) What is your favorite 
Supreme Court case and 
why (2) If the legal field was 
not an option, what career 
would you pursue instead 
(3) Which is your favorite 

legal/law related show, 
movie, or podcast and why?

 Apply now at har-
riscountytx.jotform.
com/242956219472868.

The priority deadline is 
March 1 and the deadline to 
apply is March 23. The Sum-
mer Legal Academy runs 
from July 14 to July 25.

Hear directly from 
students in the video at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WiUA44K1Uvk 
or check out the 2024 SLA 
photo album at https://
www.flickr.com/pho-
tos/198699282@N04/al-
bums/72177720318831579/
with/53858419272.

More information and 
the application to apply for 
the Summer Legal Academy 
are available at cao.har-
riscountytx.gov/students.

If you have additional 
questions about the 
programs, would like more 
information, or would like 
to request that the County 
Attorney or staff member 
speak at your school, please 
email Communications@
harriscountytx.gov.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HARRIS COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

Harris County high school students in grades 10 through 12 who are interested 
in pursuing a career in law can apply for the county attorney’s summer legal 
academy now through March 23.

SEAT delivers 
bill of rights 
to state legislators
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Students Engaged in Advancing Texas (SEAT), a 
student-led movement demonstrating youth visibility 
in educational policymaking, delivered a “Student Bill 
of Rights” to more than1,200 Texas policymakers one 
week prior to Opening Day of the Texas Legislature.  
The organization was founded by Katy ISD graduate 
Cameron Samuels.

The declaration was crafted with the participation of 
more than 100 Texas students from various grade levels, 
backgrounds, lived experiences, identities, and political 
perspectives, according to the January 7 press release.

“This Bill of Rights was crafted by the SEAT Roundta-
ble Collective in Aug. 2024 - Jan. 2025 as a declaration for 
students, by students,” says the preamble to the docu-
ment.” We deserve a seat at the table.”

SEAT's Bill of Rights declares that students deserve:
• Agency to make decisions in education
• High quality public education for all
• Safe and welcoming school environments condu-

cive to growth
• Freedom of expression in a pluralistic, multicultural 

democracy
• Holistic student care to support health, well-being
• Truthful, critical, and substantive curriculum
• To be leaders of today, not only of tomorrow
• Streamlined and personalized pathways for lifelong 

learning
The document may be viewed in its entirety at docs.

google.com/document/d/1rKG5jaTossrgm6UtI42c-
7NuhjXF8WYfhVX7Om1AJyAM/edit?tab=t.0. 

“The Student Bill of Rights represents a moment 
where we, as students, are asserting our fundamental 
right to have a seat at the table,” said Grace Ding (she/
her), SEAT Research Director and Katy ISD student. 
“Student voices have been silenced far too long in deci-
sions affecting our educational realities. Our declaration 
is the product of diverse student perspectives across 
Texas coming together to envision a future that serves all 
of us.”

SEAT is gearing up for the Texas Legislature and 
incoming federal administration. Over two years, 
the movement has introduced legislation, published 
editorials, delivered testimony, and filed legal action to 
advance student rights in Texas. SEAT has supported 
youth mental health, transgender justice, Ethnic Studies 
curriculum, and closing Texas’ five remaining youth 
prisons.

With what they view as potentially discriminato-
ry policies on the docket, including book bans and 
mandates for displaying the Ten Commandments in 
classrooms, SEAT organizers remain committed to 
elevating student voice in policymaking and dismantling 
oppressive power structures.

“Our Student Bill of Rights ensures students are 
centermost in scholastic decision-making,” said Emeriek 
Moreno (he/him), SEAT Engagement Director and Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin student. “No matter students' 
backgrounds, public education must share knowledge 
and strength to ensure equity is shared amongst us.”

“We know firsthand where the faults in our education 
are because we see them every day. We can envision 
what an ideal education system can look like,” said 
Hayden Cohen (they/them), SEAT State Policy Direc-
tor and university student in Houston. “This legislative 
session will be an uphill battle for students. We are 
telling the people who represent us, our legislators, that 
we're not staying silent in any fight. We will harness our 
collective power.”

For more information on SEAT, visit studentsen-
gaged.org.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

On January 7, Texas 
Land Commissioner 
Dawn Buckingham, M.D., 
initiated the 29th Annual 
Treasures of the Texas 
Coast Children's Art Con-
test supported by the Texas 
General Land Office’s 
(GLO) Adopt-A-Beach Pro-
gram. All public, private, 
and homeschooled Texas 
kindergarten through 
sixth-grade students are 
invited to participate in the 
contest. Students' artwork 
should illustrate why the 
Texas coast is important or 
special to each student. 

Ten winners will be 
chosen in mid-April from 
the four grade-level cate-
gories: K– 2nd, 3rd– 4th, 
5th, and 6th. One grand 
prize winner will be cho-
sen from among the final-
ists. Winning artwork will 
appear in a 2026 calendar, 
which will be distributed 
throughout the state. 

This year's grand 
prize winner will receive 

one six- to  eight-night 
Caribbean cruise for two 
from Royal Caribbean 
International departing 
out of Galveston, Miami, 
Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Port Canaveral or Puerto 
Rico, in addition to the 
prizes listed below for all 
winners. The grand prize 
winner's teacher will also 
receive one six- to  eight-
night Caribbean cruise 
for two courtesy of Royal 
Caribbean and a prize 
from Adopt-A-Beach.

All 40 winners will re-
ceive two free day passes 
to Schlitterbahn in New 

Braunfels or Galveston, a 
gift card to an art supply 
store, a gift from Texas 
Adopt-A-Beach, a certif-
icate of recognition from 
the Texas General Land 
Office, and copies of the 
2026 calendar displaying 
the winning artwork.

All submissions must 
be postmarked by March 5, 
2025, and mailed to:

Texas General Land 
Office

Adopt-A-Beach 
Program: Children’s Art 
Contest 2025

P.O. Box 12873
Austin, Texas 78711-2873

29th Annual Treasures of the Texas 
Coast Children’s Art Contest underway
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD

24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH

655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH

24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  

West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST

5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY

3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite

1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY

5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST

6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST

TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTOR * GEORGE HOLLEWAY, EXEC PASTOR

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION METHODIST CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

SENIOR PASTOR: HOWARD HUHN  

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

THE ENCOUNTER CHURCH OF KATY
MARK A. CHAPMAN - YMCA

1350 MAIN ST. • KATY, TX. 77494

WWW.TECKATY.ORG • 713-228-4331

ANTHONY WILCOTS, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HIGHER DIMENSION CHURCH
1350 N. MASON, KATY

SUNDAY SERVICES 10 A.M.

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NEWLANDS CHURCH
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • ETHAN FISHER, SR. PASTOR

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224

HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY

(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
2210 KATY FORT BEND ROAD

(281) 398-4030 • IAMTHEWATERS.COM

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

TYLER HENDERSON, PASTOR

281-646-7500

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad
Here!
Call Debbie

for more information

281-391-3141

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Senior Pastor Howard Huhn
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Katy Responds welcomes 
newest board member
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Katy Responds announced on 
January 9 that Mark Carroll has 
joined the nonprofit’s board of 
directors.

Carroll did not grow up in the 
Katy/Houston area but 
is a fifth-generation 
Texan from South 
Texas.  He and his 
wife, Kristi, moved to 
Houston more than 
twenty-five years ago to 
pursue opportunities 
at the encouragement 
of his college fraternity 
brothers.

Upon arriving in 
Houston, Carroll has been blessed 
with a successful career in finance, 
construction and commercial real 
estate development with proj-
ects in Houston and South Texas, 
primarily for retail development.  
He and Kristi moved to Katy with 
the news of the impending birth of 
their first child and only daughter, 
Kayla, who recently graduated 
from Texas A&M.  Three years later 
came the blessing of their second 
child and only son, Reid, who is a 

sophomore at Texas State Univer-
sity.  

Carroll's wife, Kristi, is very 
involved in Young Men's Service 
League (YMSL) and it was through 
her involvement with YMSL that he 
was introduced to Katy Responds 

and their ministry.
“We look forward 

to Mark serving on 
the Board of Directors 
and know that with his 
leadership and desire 
to serve others, Katy 
Responds will be able to 
better serve our commu-
nity,” said a spokesper-
son for the organization 
in the January 9 press 
release.

Katy Responds began 
operations in 2018 and the mission 
is to be the hands and feet of Christ 
by partnering with volunteers 
and stewarding resources to 
create a safe and secure home 
for vulnerable seniors and low-
income families.  

For more information about 
Katy Responds, visit www.
katyresponds.org or contact info@
katyresponds.org. 

MARK
CARROLL

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Citizens for Animal Protec-
tion has unveiled a striking new 
sign outside the animal shelter’s 
location at 17555 Katy Freeway 
near Barker Cypress in Hous-
ton. Visible from I-10 West near 
Katy, the new sign stands fifteen 
feet taller than its predecessor, 
catching the eyes of motorists 
traveling east and westbound on 
the freeway. 

“[The sign] will inspire 
countless future pet parents to 
adopt and give animals a second 
chance at life,” said a spokesper-
son for CAP. 

One Houston couple's 
generous donation will provide 
future pet parents with a “sign to 
adopt” from Citizens for Animal 
Protection. The big, red, blue 
and black sign depicting CAP’s 
round logo was donated by the 
Schwartz family, in memory of 
their precious cats, Sassy and 
Punkin.  

But this isn't a one-off dona-
tion.  

The Schwartzes' ties to CAP 
run deep. They're part of the CAP 
Codicil Club, whose members 
have committed to a legacy 
donation to CAP, and they were 
honored in November as recip-
ients of the Melcher Humani-

tarian of the Year award at the 
shelter's annual Celebrity Paws 
Gala.  They have also enhanced 
the CAP Cornelius Clinic’s ability 
to provide vital care that may be 
needed by donating radiograph 
and ultrasound equipment. 

“We're thrilled to unveil our 
new sign, which is not just taller 

and more colorful – it's a symbol 
of our growing impact in the 
community," said Executive 
Director Sandi Mercado in a 
statement. "It is more than just 
an upgrade – it will be a lifeline 
for the animals in our care." 

The sign's increased visibility 
means more potential adop-
tions, volunteers, fosters and 
supporters for the nonprofit 
animal shelter. Its LED screen 
allows the shelter to spotlight 
hours of operation, adoption 
events, and monthly specials at 
the CAP Cornelius Clinic, and 
highlight animals who are look-
ing for their forever family. 

About Citizens for Animal 
Protection

Founded in 1972, CAP 
shelters, rescues, and places 
homeless animals for adoption 
with loving families. Located at 
17555 Katy Freeway, Houston, 
CAP advocates for animal wel-
fare through various programs 
including pet adoption, spaying 
and neutering, humane educa-
tion, and a pet supply shop. CAP 
speaks for those who cannot 
speak for themselves, working 
tirelessly to prevent animal cru-
elty and to find forever homes 
for pets in need. 

CAP receives donation of new signage

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Thanks to a generous donation from the 
Schwartz family, the Citizens for Animal 
Protection animal shelter at 17555 Katy 
Freeway in Houston hopes to be more visible 
and to encourage more pet adoptions.
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
281-391-3141
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Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Copyright # 00092394-1 PATRICK LYNN RICHARDSON 
12/07/2024
Copyright # 00092393-1 FAITH ALBERTA RICHARDSON 
12/07/2024
Copyright # 00092392-1 KARI JACKSON RICHARDSON 
12/07/2024
Any form of these name are copyrighted

January 2
Puzzle 

Answers

Annual Report Hearing
Scheduled January 21st, 2025 

The Katy Independent School District will conduct a public
hearing for the 2023-2024 Annual Performance Report 
on January 21, 2025. The hearing will be held during the
regularly scheduled meeting of the Katy ISD Board
of Trustees at 5:00PM in the Katy ISD Administration 
Building at 6301 South Stadium Lane.

Texas Education Code (TEC) § 39.306 requires each school 
district’s board of trustees to publish an annual report 
that includes the Texas Academic Performance Report 
(TAPR), PEIMS, Financial Standard, accreditation status,
campus performance objectives, special education
determination and intervention policies, student
performance in post-secondary institutions, and progress
towards meeting early childhood literacy and math
proficiency as well as college, career and military readiness.

N O T I C E
The Zoning Board Of Adjustment Of The City of Katy,
Texas, Will Conduct A Public Hearing On Wednesday,
January 29, 2025, at 1:00 P.M. In Council Chambers at 
Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas, On Docket No. 
2025-01, The Application Of William H Fanning, Present 
Owner, Under Section 22.5 Of The Zoning Ordinance.
Address Of The Lot To Be Affected: 5733 2nd Street, In 
The Old Katy District “OKD”.  Property Description:
Lots 14, 15, and 16, Block 2 of the Town of Katy, Harris 
County, Texas.

The Request Is For A Special Exception To The Corner Lot 
Setback Of Fifteen (15) Feet For The Construction Of A 
Commercial Kitchen.  

 David Minze, Chairman
 Zoning Board of Adjustment

Notice of Applications for Permits to Drill and 
Produce Groundwater from the

Bluebonnet Groundwater Conservation District 
in Waller County

On November 7, 2024 Century Land Holdings of Texas, LLC, whose address
is 333 Cypress Run, Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77094 filed an application with
the Bluebonnet Groundwater Conservation District (the “District”) to drill a
water well in Waller County and to produce from the well an aggregate maximum
amount of 120 million gallons per year (approximately 370 acre-feet per annum).
The Applicant proposes to provide public drinking water to approximately
1200 residential lots in the proposed Mirabella Subdivision located approximately
0.76 miles Northeast of the intersection of Farm-to-Market Rd 529 and
Farm-to-Market Rd 362 in Waller County.

The proposed water well will have 20-inch casing, an approximate depth of
910 feet, and casing of at least 620 feet from the surface down hole. The well will 
produce at a rate of 900 gpm, and will be completed in the Evangeline aquifer. 
Production of the well would be managed in a manner designed to minimize
interference with any neighboring wells in the same aquifer. The well will be
located on the proposed Mirabella Water Plant site (1369 Catalina Drive,
Brookshire, Tx 77423) in Waller County MUD No. 46. The coordinates for the 
proposed location of the well are as follows:

Well No. Latitude Longitude Formation/ County
   Aquifer
BWLL-0175  29° 52’ 42.60”N 95° 56’ 53.93”W Evangeline Waller

The Board of Directors of the District may grant a contested case hearing on
the applications if a written hearing request is filed within 20 days after the
publication date of this notice. To request a contested case hearing, you must
submit the following in writing: (1) your name (or for a group or association, a
representative), mailing address, daytime telephone number, and fax number, if
any; (2) applicant’s name; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case
hearing;” (4) a specific description of how you would be affected by the application 
in a way not common to the general public; (5) the location and distance of your 
property relative to the proposed activity; and, (6) for a party desiring for the 
hearing to be conducted by the State.

Office of Administrative Hearings the request must include the statement:
“[I/we] request that the State Office of Administrative Hearings conduct the
hearing.” Note that a party requesting that the State Office of Administrative
Hearings (SOAH) conduct the hearing shall pay all costs associated with the
contract for a SOAH hearing and will be required to deposit with the District an 
amount determined by the District to pay the SOAH contract amount.

You may also file written comments within 20 days after the publication date of 
this notice without requesting a contested case hearing.

Comments or requests for a contested case hearing must be submitted in
writing and mailed to Bluebonnet Groundwater Conservation District, P.O.
Box 269 Navasota Texas 77868-0269, or faxed to 936-825-7331, or emailed to
BGCD@bluebonnetgroundwater.org.

The applications are available for review at the District Offices, 1903 Dove
Crossing Lane, Suite A, Navasota, Texas 77868 or on the District’s website at
www.bluebonnetgroundwater.org, under “Applications – Proposed Well
Application Submittals”.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Katy, Waller County,
Texas, Case No. 25-06-0318P.  The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or
comments on proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM), and where applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for
your community.  These flood hazard determinations may include the addition or
modification of Base Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard
Area boundaries or zone designations, or the regulatory floodway.  The FIRM
and, if applicable, the FIS report have been revised to reflect these flood hazard
determinations through issuance of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in
accordance with Title 44, Part 65 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  These
determinations are the basis for the floodplain management measures that your 
community is required to adopt or show evidence of having in effect to qualify or 
remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.  For 
more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations and information 
on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please visit FEMA’s website at
https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp, or call the 
FEMA Mapping and Insurance eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP 
(1-877-336-2627).

TexSCAN Week of
Jan. 12-18, 2025

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED
Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.501.6864

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983

130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE

BUSINESS SERVICES

We enable our customers to process credit cards 
anytime, anywhere, at the office or on the go.

Let me help you improve your bottom line!

Trudy King
Global Payments

Trudy@TrudyKing.com
832-724-7440

Named the sales executive with the best 
customer service for the last 10 years.

TAX CONSULTANTS

At Bent Arrow Consulting, we combine our 
deep knowledge of property tax law with a 
personalized approach to each client’s unique 
needs. Our team is committed to delivering:
 • Property Tax Compliance & Filings
 • Negotiations & Tax Appeals
 • Accruals & Budgets
 • Tax Bill Audits
 • Appraisals and Valuations
 • Estate Planning
 • SEC Reserves

Damien Larson
512-797-9785      damien@bentarrow.net

ELECTRICITY BROKER

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



We help customers with
Shopping the Energy Market

for the best
Electricity Contract

that fits their specific needs
and situation.

Save money and reduce your carbon
footprint with our innovative solutions

BANKING

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes has learned to play 
under pressure.

The Spartans have become a tested 
squad throughout the year, facing 
tough games throughout the season in 
non-district and throughout the first 
half of district play.

Seven Lakes has been steadily 
growing and getting better, but one 
thing they had lacked in district play 
was a win in a game where they were 
tested all the way to the wire.

The Spartans found a way to 
earn a signature win on Wednesday, 
overcoming one of the strongest 
teams in the district in Cinco Ranch, 
beating the Cougars 68-66 on a last-
second shot and moving into second 
place in the district standings in the 
process.

“That’s why we gave these young 
guys as many tests as we could early 
in the season is for moments like 
this,” said Seven Lakes head coach 
Shannon Heston. “You have to be 
battle-tested. There were times early 
in the season that they weren’t ready 
for these moments, but because they 
went through that, they were ready in 
January, and that’s when these things 
matter. They have grown and gone 
through things, which prepared them 
to come through in these situations.”

Sean Mwesigwa ended up 
being the difference maker in the 
game, coming up with the deciding 

rebound and score with eight seconds 
remaining. The Spartans held for a 
late shot, which went long over the 
rim. Mwesigwa was there waiting and 
the junior gathered the rebound, went 
back up for a putback, and scored 
before the Spartans defense came up 
with a final stop to clinch the game.

“Our coaches always tell us to get 
on the high side for rebounds and 
that’s what I did,” Mwesigwa said. “I 
knew the ball would come to me if it 
missed, I got my hands on it and went 
back up to make a play. I’m just happy 
I was able to help us get the win.”

Cinco Ranch jumped out to the 
lead and led 22-17 after the first quar-
ter, but Seven Lakes bounced back to 
take a 35-28 lead at the half. The Cou-
gars responded in the third and went 
into the final quarter leading 51-49 
before Seven Lakes pulled away in the 
dying moments of the fourth. Mwesig-
wa’s 13 points and game-winner were 
a big part of the win and sophomore 
Dean Spencer also played a huge 
part, scoring 15 points and coming up 
with some huge rebounds while also 
playing strong defense.

“I’ve just gotten better at attacking 
the basket and creating for others,” 
Spencer said. “That’s my role in the 
offense and I’ve just gotten more 
comfortable and better with it as the 
season has gone along. If it’s there I’ve 
gotten better about shooting it, if it’s 
not, I have to find that open man for 
the three.”

The Spartans defense also played 

a major role in the win, as the team 
did enough defensively against the 
dynamic Jones-Bynum brothers 
down the stretch to get the win. It’s a 
challenge that the entire team took on 
and that paid off with a win in a gutsy 
effort as Seven Lakes will continue to 
build off this and onto bigger things.

“I’m proud of our guys for how 
they played down the stretch,” Heston 
said. “We made the right plays and on 
defense in the final seconds we made 
things very hard on them without 
panicking. The biggest thing you can 
do is not panic in those situations, 
but our guys keep their calm in that 
split-second moment and I’m so 
proud of all of our guys for that and 
how they played tonight.”

DISTRICT 19-6A

SEVEN LAKES 68,  
CINCO RANCH 66

Points: (SL) Dean Spencer 15, Sean 
Mwesigwa 13, Isaiah Santos 10, AmenEl 
Tadesse 10, Tillman Jaramillo 9, Jose 
Martins, 6, Ayden Clarke 5; Dylan Jones-
Bynum 26, Prince Jones-Bynum 13, Kellen 
LeCronier 6, Noah Pearce 5, Isaiah Norman 
5, Joseph Kanyinda 3, Brayden Gonzalez 
2, Joseph Melijah Battiste 2, Campbell 
Turner 2;

Halftime: Seven Lakes 35-28; 
3-Pointers: (SL) Tadesse 2, Clarke, 
Mwesigwa, Jaramillo; (CR) Dylan Jones-
Bynum 2, Prince Jones-Bynum 2, Pearce, 
Norman, Kanyinda; Records: Seven Lakes 
22-5, 6-2; Cinco Ranch 21-4, 5-2;

TYLER TYRE

Dean Spencer shoots a layup during a game between Jordan and Seven lakes at the Jordan gym.

Seven Lakes outlasts Cinco 
Ranch for crucial district win

TGCA names 
2024 Volleyball 
Academic  
All-State Teams
FROM STAFF REPORTS

 Athletes from three Katy ISD high schools – Cinco 
Ranch, Jordan and Taylor -- have been  named to the 
2024 volleyball academic all-star teams by the Texas 
Girls Coaches Association, according to a January 9 
press release

The Texas Girls Coaches Association selects Aca-
demic All-State teams in all conferences in volleyball.  
Athletes and support staff are nominated by member 
coaches, must be graduating seniors, and must have 
a grade point average of 94 or above. The head varsity 
coach must be a member in good standing of TGCA.

 
TEXAS GIRLS COACHES ASSOCIATION

2024 Volleyball Academic All-State Teams
Athlete  High School Coach  Conf.
Abby Borchardt CINCO RANCH Danielle Wells 6A
Maggie Finnegan CINCO RANCH Danielle Wells 6A
Addison Goertz CINCO RANCH Danielle Wells 6A
Sarah Miller CINCO RANCH Danielle Wells 6A
Kassie OBrien CINCO RANCH Danielle Wells 6A
Nicole Teerman CINCO RANCH Danielle Wells 6A
Isabella Bingaman JORDAN Jennifer Vaden 6A
Arianna Guevara JORDAN Jennifer Vaden 6A
Sophia Bissaillon TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A
Raegan Fleury TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A
Shelby Landry TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A
Maria Millan TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A
Morgan Nordhaus TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A
Julia Porath TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A
Ella Randall TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A
Bailey Silkenson TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A
Talyn Woods TAYLOR Brooke Plemons 6A

Lady Falcons to 
‘shine’ for coaches’ 
association 
benevolence fund
FROM STAFF REPORTS

It’s Royal High School’s “Day to Shine.”
Cheer on the Royal Lady Falcons as they 

play Alief Hastings on January 25 at 10 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. at Royal High School.   

All proceeds from the game will be donated 
to support the Texas HS Coaches Education 
Foundation’s Benevolence Fund, which assists 
both athletes and coaches who are undergoing 
hardships. Venmo: @THSCAcoaches (Add 
"Royal Softball" in "What's it for?" field).
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houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west  |  832.522.5522

LEADING
CANCER CARE
in Katy & West Houston
CANCER CARE
in Katy & West Houstonin Katy & West Houston
At Houston Methodist Neal Cancer Center, our dedicated oncologists 
are working to stop cancer using the latest innovations in research, 
treatments and technology. From genetic screenings and clinical trials to 
advanced imaging and robotic surgery, our cutting-edge cancer care is 
available in Katy and West Houston.

That’s the difference between practicing medicine and leading it.

houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west  |  832.522.5522

available in Katy and West Houston.available in Katy and West Houston.available in Katy and West Houston.

That’s the difference between practicing medicine and leading it.

The Woodlands

Baytown

Willowbrook

Sugar Land
Clear Lake

Katy-West Houston

Texas Medical Center

Cypress

Katy High and Fulshear High athletes 
named to fall TGCA All-State Teams

TGCA 2024 FALL SPORTS ALL-STATE TEAMS
 CROSS COUNTRY

Athlete  Grade School Coach Conf.
Vienna Fish Freshman KATY  Jim Pat Darcey 6A
Victoria Guerrero Senior KATY Jim Pat Darcey 6A
Abby Lester Freshman KATY Jim Pat Darcey 6A
Avery Torrey Freshman KATY Jim Pat Darcey 6A

VOLLEYBALL
Athlete   Grade School Coach Conf.
Sydney Black Senior FULSHEAR Sydney Zimmerman 6A
Alexys James Senior FULSHEAR Sydney Zimmerman 6A
Bailey Warren Senior FULSHEAR Sydney Zimmerman 6A 

The Texas Girls Coaches Association 
selects All-State teams in cross country 
and volleyball and honorees were 
announced in a January 9 press release. 
Athletes are nominated by member 
coaches, and the head varsity coach of 
the sport must be a member in good 
standing for athletes to be considered 
for honors. Athletes may be any grade 
classification, 9-12. Each conference 
may select up to 50 athletes for honors.  
Selections are made by the respective 
sport’s All-State Committee, comprised 
of member coaches selected by their 
peers for the committee position. There 
is no limit as to the number of athletes 
from a school that may be selected.

Jordan cross country 
stars honored by TGCA
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Two athletes from Katy ISD’s 
Jordan High School have been 
named to the 2024 Fall Sports 
Academic All-State Team by the 
Texas Girls Coaches Association.

Athletes must be graduating 
seniors and have a grade point 
average of 94 or above to qualify. 
Athletes are nominated by their 
member coach, and the head 
varsity coach of the sport must be a 
member in good standing of TGCA.

TGCA 2024 FALL SPORTS ALL-STATE TEAM
CROSS COUNTRY

Athlete  High School Coach Conf.
Keira Kaunisto JORDAN  Kymberlee Trnka 6A
Sofia Mera JORDAN  Kymberlee Trnka 6A
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