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CenterPoint presents underground 
planning project to city council
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

CenterPoint will soon 
kick off strategic “under-
grounding” work in Katy, 
a company official told the 
City of Katy’s city council on 
October 12.

“As part of our Greater 
Houston Resiliency Initia-
tive, we are planning to un-
derground nearly four miles 
of power lines to improve 
resiliency and reliability 
for the Katy community,” 
said Aaron Coronis, service 
delivery manager at Center-
Point.  The work will signifi-
cantly improve resiliency 
by preventing higher-risk 
vegetation from contacting 
power lines, leading to an 
anticipated reduction of 50 
percent in the length of out-
ages during major storms.  
The project will also reduce 
customer outage minutes by 
25 percent and will improve 
overall day-to-day reliability 
for about 5,600 customers in 
Katy, he said.  The work area 
will be near Katy Elemen-
tary School, according to 
the map shown during the 
presentation.

Customers who will 
potentially be impacted by 
the project will be contacted 
by letters and emails and by 
posts on NextDoor.  Road 
closures will be limited to 
one section at a time and 
CenterPoint’s own police 
force will be onsite to 
direct traffic and to provide 
emergency access, Coronis 
said. Construction hours 
will be limited to Monday-
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 7 

Katy Rice Harvest Festival breaks 
records for attendance and 
scholarship funds raised, mayor says
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

“It was an incredible weekend for 
Katy,” said City of Katy Mayor Dusty 
Thiele at the October 12 meeting of city 
council at City Hall, 901 Avenue C in Katy.  
“We wrapped up our most successful 
Katy Rice Harvest Festival on record.”

Thiele reported that the festival had 

experienced two consecutive re-
cord-breaking years, giving the city much 
to be proud of and reflecting the generos-
ity of its residents.

The event, held in partnership with 
the Rotary Club of Katy and sponsored 
by the University of Houston Sugar Land 
Campus and Katy Campus, along with 

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Former Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris joins representatives of HerWell as they accept a proclamation from City of Katy Mayor Dusty 
Thiele (fourth from left) declaring October 2026 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month and October 15 as “Purple Thursday.” 
HerWell Operational Director Christina Cabrera (third from right) displays the formal proclamation. HerWell assists victims of 
domestic abuse and sexual violence.  

See CITY, page 3
See FESTIVAL, page 3

Katy Police Department, Katy Fire Department and Katy Mills Mall 
conducted an “active shooter” drill at the mall on October 18. It 
is an annual exercise testing  emergency response planning and 
coordination among departments.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITY OF KATY

City of Katy and Katy Mills Mall conduct 
full-scale simulated active threat training
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The City of Katy and Katy Mills conducted 
a full-scale simulated active threat training on 
October 18 at Katy Mills Mall, 5000 Katy Mills 
Cir., Katy.

The exercise began at 6 p.m. and lasted 
until approximately 10 p.m. The public is ad-
vised that this was only a training exercise, not 
a real emergency. The drill was scheduled in 
advance and is not in response to any current 
threat. 

The exercise tested emergency response 
plans and coordination among Katy Public 
Safety departments, mall personnel, and law 
enforcement partners. The scenario included 

volunteer role players and emergency vehi-
cles on site to help simulate realistic condi-
tions. To ensure safety and limit disruptions, 
the public was asked to avoid the training 
area during the exercise. Visitors to the mall 
area may have seen an increased presence 
of police, fire, and EMS units in the vicinity 
during the event. 

Katy Mills conducts annual safety exercises 
and training as part of its ongoing commit-
ment to public safety, a spokesperson for the 
City of Katy said. The mall’s security program 
is Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
Safety Act Certified, recognizing its efforts 
to enhance preparedness and safeguard the 
public.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Race Rock, a leading nationwide manufacturer and 
distributor of steel infrastructure products for the utility, 
highway, and energy markets, held a groundbreaking 
ceremony on October 13 to begin its $100 million ex-
pansion in the area. The new manufacturing facility will 
build transmission and substation structures essential to 
the country’s infrastructure needs. The ceremony, which 
took place across Wilson Road from Race Rock at 34253 
Wilson in Brookshire, included elected officials, compa-
ny representatives and community members.

The new facility will be constructed adjacent to Race 
Rock’s existing manufacturing operations in Brookshire, 

Race Rock™ breaks 
ground for $100M 
Brookshire expansion

RENDERING COURTESY OF RACE ROCK

Race Rock, a Leading nationwide manufacturer and distributor of steel 
infrastructure products, has broken ground for a $100 million expansion at 
its Brookshire facility at 34253 Wilson Road.  When complete, the new facility 
– combined with the current facility – will occupy approximately 100 acres, 
including over 750,000 square feet under roof, and will provide jobs for more 
than 500 employees.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF KATY

City of Katy Mayor Dusty Thiele (second from left) becomes the first customer 
of the new Target at 29355 Katy Freeway in Katy,  in the Texas Heritage 
Marketplace during the retail giant’s grand opening on October 6.  Thiele is 
joined by city council members (left to right) Paula Taylor, Ward A; Johnson 
Dietz, Ward A; and Paul Follis, At Large.  Taylor was the store’s second 
customer. 

TARGET OPENS AT TEXAS 
HERITAGE MARKETPLACE

See EXPANSION, page 3

New sidewalks coming to Morton Ranch Road 
between Katy Hockley Cutoff and Grand Parkway

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Walkability in the greater Katy 
area continues to improve, with 
another sidewalk project underway 
near Katy Park at Morton Ranch 
Road and Katy Hockley Cutoff.

“Sidewalks 4 Precinct 4,” a 
project of Harris County Precinct 
4 Commissioner Lesley Briones, is 
adding another four miles of side-
walks – this time on the south side 
of Morton Ranch Road, from Katy 
Hockley Cutoff east to the Grand 
Parkway (SH 99).  These sidewalks 
were started in October and are ex-
pected to be completed in February 
2027, officials said.  The cost of the 
project was not disclosed.

The new walkways are on the 
north end of the county-operat-
ed Katy Park, which experiences 
more than 600,000 visits per year 
according to officials of Read King, 
the developer of the nearby Green 
at Katy Park, a new “restaurant 
village” commercial center now 
under construction on the north-
west corner of the intersection.  The 
sidewalks will help facilitate foot 
traffic from the county park to the 
Park at Katy Green’s restaurants and 
to businesses in the adjacent HEB 
shopping center.

“Under Commissioner Briones’ 
leadership, we take proactive safety 
measures,” said a spokesperson for 

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Harris County Precinct 4 is installing four miles of new 
sidewalks on the south side of Morton Ranch Road, from Katy 
Hockley Cutoff to the Grand Parkway.  The addition of the 
sidewalks, along with traffic signal adjustments and other 
improvements, will make it easier for pedestrians to walk 
from the county-operated Katy Park to nearby stores and 
restaurants. See SIDEWALKS, page 3
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Free general 
admission and new 
venue mark largest 
changes in festival's 
five-year history
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Sugar Land Cultural Arts 
Foundation (SLCAF) announced 
September 30 that the Sugar Land 
Arts & Music Fest, now in its fifth 
year, will move to Sugar Land 
Town Square and offer free general 
admission for the first time. The 
festival runs November 6 through 

8, 2026.
The move relocates the event 

from its previous home at Smart 
Financial Center to Town Square's 
walkable, open-air district, which 
includes on-site dining, parking, 
and a main stage in the center of 
the square. One of the venue's 
original architects, who serves on 
the SLCAF board, helped guide the 
transition.

“Celebrating art and music 
is a wonderful way to unite our 
diverse community through shared 
creative experiences. We, SLCAF, 
hope everyone will come and enjoy 
this festival with us,” said Bridget 
Yeung, Co-Chair, Sugar Land Arts & 
Music Fest.

Admission to the festival's 

three days of programming, which 
include 109 juried fine artists, live 
music across multiple stages, and 
food and wine from Town Square 
restaurants, will not require a 
ticket purchase. The foundation is 
shifting its funding model to rely 
on corporate sponsorships and 
artist booth fees, allowing general 
admission to remain free going 
forward. A VIP Opening Night 
option remains available on Friday, 
November 6, for attendees who 
want an elevated experience, with 
pricing to be announced.

Event Details
• Dates: November 6-8, 2026
• Location: Sugar Land Town 

Square, 2711 Town Center Blvd N, 

Sugar Land
• Hours: Friday, 5 -9 p.m. (VIP 

Opening Night); Saturday, 12-8 
p.m.; Sunday, 12-5 p.m.

• Admission: Free for all three 
days

About the Sugar Land Cultural 
Arts Foundation

The Sugar Land Cultural Arts 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit that has championed the 
arts in Fort Bend County since 
2000. The foundation produces 
the Sugar Land Arts & Music Fest, 
and proceeds from sponsorships 
and donations fund arts and music 
scholarships for underserved youth 
in Fort Bend County.

Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 

The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.

MEET
TANGERINE!

Tangerine is a spayed fe-
male, heartworm negative, 
and absolutely loves people. 
She enjoys attention, get-
ting lots of pets, and being 
around her favorite humans.  
She’s ready to trade shelter 
life for a cozy home where 
she can relax, be loved, and 
live her best life.

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



Adopt or foster one of these beautiful baby kittens! Whether you are
looking for a quiet companion or a barrel of fun, Special Pals has just the 
cat for you. Come see us 12 p.m.-4 p.m. at 3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston.

EVERY CAT DESERVES A HOME, TOO!
This set of four siblings came to Special Pals 

from City of Katy Animal Services — and
these babies need homes!

• Go to KatyTimes.com and click the SUBSCRIBE button in the
   top-right corner
OR
• Call 281-391-3141
OR
• Mail your name, address and payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678,
   Katy, Tx 77492-0678

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR JUST $48.00 per YEAR!

Connect
More With
Community…
SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

Stay engaged, informed and active with a
subscription to your community newspaper! 

Sugar Land Arts & Music Fest moves to Sugar 
Land Town Square, drops admission fee for 2026

CONTRIBUTED REPORT 

Warm cider, costumes 
and Halloween fun are set 
to take over Grange with a 
traditional pumpkin patch 
and a dash of small-town 
charm, 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 30.

 The Grange Pumpkin 
Patch will sprout at 
Henley Park, 401 Prairie 
Heights Drive, featuring 
complimentary treats and 
apple cider. Ghosts, witches, 
superheroes and other 
costumed guests are invited 
to participate in the costume 
parade. Additional activities 
will include pumpkin 
decorating, comic strip 
creation, fall lawn games 
and more.

 To learn more and 
RSVP, visit https://
www.liveingrange.com/
community-events/the-
grange-pumpkin-patch-de-
tail-s-24-1793336.

 Grange is located near 
Interstate 10 and the Grand 
Parkway in Katy.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHNSON DEVELOPMENT

A free Halloween-themed event — 
including a pumpkin patch — will 
be offered in the Grange community 
on October 30 from 6 to 8 p.m.  It all 
takes place at Henley Park, 401 Prairie 
Heights Drive, Katy.

Halloween 
fun to take 
over Grange 
community 
Oct. 30

COMMUNITY EVENTS
‘Trunk or Treat’ set for Oct. 22 at Rapid Care 

ER of Katy
RapidCare ER Katy is throwing a Trunk or 

Treat and the whole neighborhood is invited. 
Games, prizes, candy, and a parking lot full of 
decorated trunks the kids will be talking about all 
week.  Come to 1510 S. Mason Road in Katy on 
October 22 from 5 to 7 p.m. and be sure to wear 
your costume.  Free to attend.

‘Home for the Holidays’ returns to 
Rosenberg on Oct 23-25

Home for the Holidays Gift Market of 
Rosenberg comes back to the Fort Bend County 
Fairgrounds at 4310 Hwy. 36S in Rosenberg on 
October 23 through October 25, offering the best 
in hand-crafted items for your holiday gift list. 
Shop over 130 local vendors and crafters featur-
ing handmade gifts, boutique clothing, cozy fall 
décor, home accents, specialty foods, and unique 
one-of-a-kind finds all in one place. It’s the per-
fect opportunity to kick off the season, discover 
something special, and get a head start on fall 
gatherings and upcoming holiday shopping.  For 
hours and ticket information, go to https://home-
fortheholidaysgiftmarket.com/rosenberg-hfth-1.

It’s Howl-O-Ween with a costume contest at 
Mary Jo Peckham Park on Oct. 24

Start your Saturday morning by dressing up 
with your furry friend for a tail-waggin’ good time 
at the costume contest at Mary Jo Peckham Park, 
5597 Gardenia in Katy.  The fun starts at 11 a.m. 
on October 24. Free to attend.

It’s the Scarecrow Festival in Fulshear Oct. 24
Get ready for one of Fulshear’s most exciting 

fall traditions! The Fulshear Regional Chamber 
for Commerce invites families, friends, and 
neighbors to the 2026 Fulshear Scarecrow 
Festival on October 24 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Fulshear High School, 9302 Charger Way in 
Fulshear. This fun-filled community celebration 
will feature a festive Kid Zone provided by 
Thrive Church, a pumpkin patch sponsored by 
HEB, a costume contest, and the always-popular 
scarecrow contest. Whether you're showing 
off your creativity, enjoying family activities, 
or simply soaking in the fall atmosphere, there 
will be something for everyone to enjoy. Free to 
attend.

‘Boos and Blooms’ plant swap scheduled 
for Oct. 24 at Wildcatter Saloon

If you’re scared by all the plants you’ve accu-
mulated – worry no more.  You’ll have the chance 
to swap them for new specimens at the “Boos and 
Blooms” plant swap taking place the Wildcatter 
Saloon on October 24 from 4 to 7 p.m.  The event, 
hosted by Brianna Chan Bravo and Katy Plant 
Swap, will be held at 26913 Katy Freeway in Katy.  
Free to attend.

Enjoy YMCAs Fall Festival on Oct. 24
Join the Monty Ballard YMCA for a spook-tac-

ular evening at the Katy YMCAs Fall Festival 
on October 24 from 6 to 8 p.m. Bring the whole 
family out for a night of trunk-or-treat fun, games, 
music, and community spirit at the Monty Bal-
lard YMCA, 22807 Westheimer Parkway in Katy. 
Stroll through a parking lot full of decorated car 
trunks, collect loads of candy, and meet local 
vendors and community partners along the way.  
Free family fun — costumes encouraged, smiles 
required!

Go ‘batty’ during Bat Week at City of Katy’s 
3B Learning Center, Oct. 24

It’s a celebration of “Bat Week” hosted by the 
City of Katy. This family-friendly event welcomes 
all ages and will feature guided nature walks, 
bat scouting at dusk, bat-themed arts and crafts 
and hands-on activities, games, and more bat-
inspired festivities. Discover the incredible role 
bats play in our ecosystem as pollinators, seed 
dispersers, and natural insect controllers. Explore 
the trails at the 3B Learning Center, learn about 
local bat species, and experience the excitement 
of watching bats emerge as the sun goes down.  It 
all takes place on October 24 from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
the 3B Learning Center, 5402 Franz Rd. in Katy.

Have an exceptional time at the 
Exceptional Abilities Health & Wellness 

event on Oct. 25
Come to 25110 Pecan Lane in Katy on October 

25 from 12 to 3 p.m. for an exceptional time, as 
Exceptional Abilities hosts a health and well-
ness event. The festivities will feature free health 
screenings, wellness resources, and a backpack 
giveaway for school supplies.  There will also be 
arts and crafts, a bounce house and plenty of food 
and drink.  Special appearance by XO.  

Katy Connection networking group to host 
Halloween mixer on Oct. 27

Katy Connection Networking Group will host 
an after-hours mixer on October 27 from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. at Big City Wings, 23402 Kingsland Blvd. 
in Katy, right off  Hwy. 99.  Food and drink are on 
your own.  Costumes encouraged and there will 
be door prizes.  Children and families welcome!

MORE EVENTS ON PAGE 4
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THEME: BASEBALL

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Diver’s acronym
  6. *Bat wood
  9. 1970s “pet”
13. *High-flying fly ball
14. *Tampa Bay player
15. Round loaf, in Paris
16. Oak fruit
17. Golf peg
18. Investigative report
19. *Winningest World Series team
21. *How many feet between bases?
23. Help
24. Queen of Hearts’ pastry
25. *80-game restriction, e.g.
28. Cecum, pl.
30. Mr. Miyagi’s forte
35. Some soaps have none
37. Mobile phone in Britain,
      slangily
39. Heat-conducting solid
40. Australian palm
41. Borders on
43. Large African antelope
44. Campus VIPs
46. *Umpires: Men in ____
47. Wednesday Addams’ roommate
48. *Babe Ruth, a.k.a. the ____
      of Swat
50. Campaign worker
52. Before, old-fashioned
53. Buck or doe
55. GDP predecessor
57. *Grand slam:home run with
      bases ____
60. *____-inning stretch
64. Courteous and respectful
65. Large coffee pot
67. Habituate
68. Administer ceremonial oil
69. Bird word
70. Come in

71. Magnifying glass
72. Flow’s partner
73. Classroom furniture pieces

CLUES DOWN
  1. Fix a cat
  2. Kind of cola
  3. “Once ____ a time...”
  4. Muslim woman’s cover
  5. Relating to apnea
  6. Crafts’ partner
  7. Ed.’s request
  8. Laughing predator
  9. *Record holder for most
      career hits
10. Give a boot
11. Modeling material
12. Piano’s E or G, e.g.
15. Small chicken variety
20. Organ swelling
22. Rub the wrong way
24. Arranged in rows and columns
25. *Record holder for most
      career home runs
26. Farewell, in France
27. Edible cactus
29. *One of five first Hall of
      Fame inductees
31. Blood vessel network
32. Repent
33. Short-trunked ungulate
34. Exclude or omit
36. Rave’s partner
38. Purse on red carpet
42. Swamp plant
45. Equestrian’s seat
49. Born, in bio
51. Begrudged
54. Derive
56. Tubular pasta
57. *Third base ____

58. Kitchen appliance
59. Pains
60. Nose-in-the-air type
61. Bonkers

62. Hiker’s journey
63. Not his
64. *____ Ripken Jr.
66. *Umpire’s blown call

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

VOTE FOR FORMER

Judge MARK

FURY
FOR JUSTICE OF THE
PEACE PRECINCT 5

VOTE NOV. 3, 2026
Good news! A well-run JP Court offering fast, fair, 
courteous and cost-effective resolution of disputes 
for small businesses and consumers is on the way at 
the Precinct Five JP Court on Clay Road.

The Most Experienced Candidate
FAIR • EFFICIENT • EMPATHETIC

Political advertising paid for by the Mark Fury campaign, in compliance with the voluntary limits of the
Judicial Campaign Fairness Act Phillip Aronoff, Treasurer

Mark Fury | 281-723-9616 | markfuryjp@gmail.com | P.O. Box 550287, Houston, TX 77255-0287

Es latino, de ascendencia italiana. Habla español muy bien. Puede hacer procedimientos
en español. ¡Es parte de nosotros!

Judge Mark Fury is a former JP Judge who was elected to two terms 
as JP Judge at the Precinct Five Court on Chimney Rock, where he was
acclaimed for fairness, efficiency and respect for all parties. He will
transform the beleaguered, backlogged Court on Clay Road into an
efficient, customer-friendly resource for the constituents of Precinct Five. 
He has done it before. He will do it again.

Political advertising paid for by Brian Cantrell for Waller County Precinct 4.

VOTE
NOV. 3p.m. in order to minimize impact, especially on 

area schools, and restoration will be coordinated 
with the City of Katy.  Crews will be carrying ID 
badges, Coronis said.

A potential future project will benefit Memorial 
Hermann Katy, Coronis said.

In other action:
• Considered an ordinance amending the 

process for preliminary and final plat approv-
als by the city.  After some discussion, the item 
was tagged by Ward B Councilmember Michael 
Meihls, a move which moves the matter to a later 
meeting.

During the meeting Mayor Thiele issued the 
following proclamations:

• Recognizing October 2026 as Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month and October 15 as 
“Purple Thursday” (read by Mayor Dusty Thiele)

• Recognizing October 2026 as Community Plan-
ning Month (read by Mayor Pro Tem Gina Hicks)

• Designating October 23-31 as “Red Ribbon 
Week,” promoting acceptance of a drug-free 
lifestyle (read by Ward A Councilmember Paula 
Taylor)

• Designating October 24 as “Relay for Life” 
Day (read by Ward A Councilmember Johnston 
Dietz)

The next meeting of the City of Katy’s city coun-
cil will be on October 26 at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall, 
901 Avenue C in Katy.

from page 1
CITY

Harris County Precinct 4. “Sig-
nificant portions of the land 
along the proposed sidewalk 
have a steep grade towards the 
road. The sidewalks with steep 
grades will include a pedes-
trian wall to keep pedestrians 
safe from the traffic and to 
deter jaywalking.” The pedes-
trian signals will be updated 
to ensure safety when crossing 

at the various intersections, 
officials said.

“As a mother of three 
children, Commissioner 
Briones’ top priority is public 
safety,” the spokesperson said. 
“All children should have a safe 
path to get to school, families 
should have a safe route to 
their neighborhood parks and 
shopping centers.”

from page 1
SIDEWALKS

founded in 1988 as Orizon Indus-
tries and acquired by Race Rock 
in 2025. When the new facility is 
completed, the combined campus 
will span approximately 100 acres, 
including over 750,000 square feet 
under roof, and provide jobs for 
more than 500 highly skilled em-
ployees in Waller County. Speak-
ing at the groundbreaking, Donald 
Young, Chairman and CEO of 
Race Rock, said, “Our commit-
ment here is more than just the 
construction of a new manufac-
turing facility. It’s our pledge to 
our customers and our employees. 
We have a reputation for providing 
products with outstanding quality 
delivered on time. The new facility 
will enable us to continue that 
legacy into the future.”

Brookshire and Waller 
County were selected because 
of the growing construction of 
residential and multi-family 
residences, retail operations, 
medical expansion, and 

manufacturing, company 
officials said. Vince Yokom, 
Executive Director of the Waller 
County Economic Development 
Partnership, thanked Race Rock. 
“I am very honored that Race 
Rock chose Waller County for the 
new expansion. The company had 
other options within and outside 
of Texas,” Yokum said. “I do want 
to congratulate the entire Race 
Rock team on their continued 
investment in Waller County.” 

“Economic development is 
not just about industrial expan-
sion,” said Waller County Judge 
Trey Duhon. “It’s about bringing 
good-paying jobs to our com-
munity and giving residents the 
opportunity to build careers and 
lives here at home, and that’s 
exactly what we’re celebrating 
today. Race Rock is helping to 
build opportunity for generations 
to come.”

Across its production facil-
ities, Race Rock’s experienced 

teams draw on industry expertise 
and local knowledge to deliv-
er high-quality products and 
exceptional support to customers 
building and maintaining infra-
structure. 

Brookshire Mayor Robert 
Richards commented on Race 
Rock's impact on the Brookshire 
community. “We value 
companies like Race Rock that 
can deliver good-paying, solid 
jobs,” said Richards. “I’m proud 
of the partnership that we have 
developed with this company.”

In closing, Young said, “Our 
investments will strengthen our 
ability to provide the capacity, 
quality, and reliability our custom-
ers expect while supporting their 
long-term needs. We value hard 
work, integrity, and community 
development as the foundation 
for strong collaboration between 
communities and industry.”

For more information, visit 
go.racerock.com/groundbreak.

from page 1
EXPANSION

60 other sponsors, raised over 
$160,000 for scholarships, 
Thiele said.  The scholarship 
program, administered by the 
Rotary Club, benefits students 
of Katy ISD.  More than 130 
vendors participated in the 
event, along with 350 volun-
teers.  Combined gate and 
carnival revenue increased by 
over $30,000 and beverage rev-
enue increased by over $10,000, 
Thiele said.

Both Saturday, October 10, 
and Sunday, October 11, saw 
record crowds, Thiele said, with 
final attendance figures expect-
ed later in the week.

“Final financial totals are 
still being reconciled but we 
already know that this has been 
a record-breaking year,” Thiele 
said.  “Behind those numbers 
are students whose dreams we 
can support through scholar-
ships and organizations we can 
strengthen through community 
grants.  At its heart, the Katy 
Rice Harvest Festival is about 
community.”

from page 1
FESTIVAL
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Abnormal mammogram? 
Houston Methodist West experts 
share what happens next 
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Receiving an abnormal mammogram 
result can be a shock for many women and 
their families. Breast care experts from 
Houston Methodist West Hospital share 
their guidance on additional testing, benign 
causes and resources for newly diagnosed 
breast cancer patients. 

"Being called back after a mammogram 
can feel overwhelming, but it’s important 
to remember that an abnormal result does 
not automatically mean cancer,” said Dr. 
Candy Arentz, breast surgeon at Houston 
Methodist West Hospital. "The best next step 
is to complete any recommended follow-
up testing so we can better understand the 
findings and determine if additional care is 
needed." 

After an abnormal screening result, 
patients typically undergo a diagnostic 
mammogram to examine a specific area 
of concern. Depending on the findings, 
patients also may undergo a breast 
ultrasound, particularly if they have dense 
breast tissue. 

Unlike a routine screening mammogram, 
the radiologist reviews diagnostic images in 
real time and discusses the results directly 
with the patient before they leave. If they 
identify an area of concern, they may 
recommend additional imaging or a biopsy 
to determine if the finding is benign or 
cancerous. 

"Many women are surprised to learn that 
abnormal mammogram results are often 
linked to noncancerous conditions," Arentz 
said. "Dense breast tissue, cysts and other 
benign changes can sometimes prompt 
additional imaging, which is why follow-up 
testing is so important." 

For patients who receive a breast cancer 

diagnosis, support begins immediately 
through the Houston Methodist 
multidisciplinary breast care program. 

"If you're due for a mammogram, don't 
put it off. And if you're called back for 
additional testing, remember that you're not 
facing the process alone," Arentz said. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, breast cancer is 
the second most common cancer among 
women in the United States. Women at 
average risk for breast cancer should receive 
a mammogram every year starting at age 40 
as recommended by the American Cancer 
Society. Women with a family history of 
breast cancer, a BRCA1 or BRCA2 mutation, 
or other risk factors may need to begin 
screenings earlier.

Houston Methodist West Hospital is 
located at 18500 Katy Freeway in Houston; 
for more information, go to https://www.
houstonmethodist.org/locations/katy-west/.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Miller Career Center presents 

‘Monster Mash’ on Oct. 28
It’s the spooky season and monsters 

will be out and about on October 28 as the 
Miller Career Center hosts “Monster Mash” 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at 1734 Katyland Drive 
in Katy.  Free admission.  Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  Enter through 
the side doors at Rhodes Stadium; free 
parking is available at Rhodes Stadium.

 City of Katy’s ‘Coffee with the Mayors’ 
set for Oct. 29

Join officials from the City of Katy for 
“Coffee with the Mayors” on Thursday, Oc-
tober 29 at 7:30 a.m., at the Johnny Nelson 
Katy Heritage Museum, 6002 George Bush 
Drive, Katy.  Meet Mayor Dusty Thiele and 
many of the city’s former mayors for coffee 
and conversation and hear from leaders of 
other community organizations.  Free to 
attend.

Go Goth at Glazier's Gothic 
Halloween Banquet at Glazier SEC on 

Oct. 29
Step into the shadows for Harris County 

Precinct 4’s Gothic-themed Halloween 
Potluck from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
October 29 at the Glazier Senior Education 
Center, where eerie elegance meets 
creative cuisine. Guests are encouraged 
to bring uniquely themed dishes inspired 
by all things dark and mysterious. Dress 
in your best gothic attire for a chance 
to win the costume contest, and enjoy 
an afternoon of hauntingly good food, 
imagination, and festive community fun 
with Glazier staff. Glazer SEC is located at 
16600 Pine Forest Lane in Houston, near 
Clay Road at Hwy. 6.

Royal ISD to host ‘Trunk or Treat’  
Oct. 29

All Royal ISD families are invited to 
participate in the upcoming Trunk or Treat 
event on Thursday, October 29 from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. at Royal Elementary School, 2222 
Durkin Road in Brookshire. The district is 
looking for businesses, organizations, and 
community partners to help make this a 
fun and memorable evening for students 
and families by hosting a decorated trunk, 
offering treats, or providing fun activities.  
For more information, please contact Nor-
ma Martinez at nmartinez@royal-isd.net.

Celebrate ‘America Recycles’ with KKB 
on Nov. 7 by recycling electronics, 

metal, paper and more
Is your home full of scary old electron-

ics, scrap metal and old papers?  Vanquish 
those demons by bringing them to Keep 
Katy Beautiful’s free community recycling 
event on November 7.  From 9 a.m. until 
12 p.m., bring them to the parking lot of 
First Baptist Church Katy, 600 Pin Oak in 
Katy.  Electronics accepted for recycling 
include computers and accessories, hard 
drives, circuit boards, routers, televisions, 
monitors, photocopiers, PDAs and other 
handheld devices, cell phones and char-
gers, toner cartridges and ink, CDs, DVDs 
and batteries.  All paper products accept-
ed.  Metal scraps, refrigerators, dishwash-
ers, stoves, irons and ironing boards, fans, 
scooters, extension cords, BBQ pits, light 
fixtures, and sinks, pipes and faucets are 
accepted. Cardboard, paint, tires, waste 
and any biohazards will not be accept-
ed.  KKB is also collecting coats for local 
nonprofit Clothed by Faith and eyeglasses 
(including sunglasses) for the Katy Lions 
Club.
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Relay for Life of Katy, recognized at the October 12 meeting of the City of Katy’s city council, will take place from 4 to 9 
p.m. on October 24 at VFW Park, 6202 George Bush Drive in Katy.  The event, which is free and open to the public, raises 
funds for the American Cancer Society.  Don’t miss the luminaria ceremony or the survivors’ and caregivers’ laps.

MORE FALL FUN – FROM RELAYS TO MONSTERS 
TO RECYCLING

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Community members who want to learn 
whether their criminal records, or those 
of someone they know, are eligible for ex-
punction or nondisclosure are encouraged 
to register for the Record Clearing Clinic on 
Oct. 26 from 6 – 8 p.m. at the Missouri City 
Branch Library.

Registration by Oct. 22 is encouraged, but 
walk-ins will be accepted until 7:50 p.m. on 
the day of the clinic. The Pointe, the third-
floor meeting room, will serve as the clinic’s 
location.

This expunction and non-disclosure 
record-clearing program is brought to the 
community through a partnership between 
Fort Bend County Libraries and the Earl 
Carl Institute, Inc. at the Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law, and with the participation of 
representatives from the Fort Bend Coun-
ty Offices of the District Attorney, County 
Clerk, District Clerk, and the Willie Melton 
Law Library.

Earl Carl Institute, Inc. is a legal services 
provider, and a research, writing, and ad-
vocacy think tank at the Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law, located on the campus of 
Texas Southern University. The institute’s 
mission is to empower underserved and 
disenfranchised communities by addressing 
systemic social issues through legal represen-
tation, research, education, and advocacy.

After check-in, applicants will go through 
a screening process and, depending on the 
outcome, will go to ECI intake, receive pro 
se documents, or receive an explanation for 
ineligibility.

The clinic will provide eligibility screen-
ings and information about the expunction 
and nondisclosure processes only; no draft-
ing or filing will be done onsite.

To register, visit fortbendlibraries.gov/
event/record-clearing-clinic-expunc-
tion-and-non-disclosure-information-ses-
sion-147063.

The Missouri City Branch Library is locat-
ed at 1530 Texas Pkwy. in Missouri City.

Fort Bend County Libraries 
collaborates with Earl Carl Institute 
and FBC departments to offer free 
Record Clearing Clinic Oct. 26

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A new Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty Driver License Office is finally coming 
to Katy.

Construction on the 22,960-square-
foot facility at 23626 Kingsland Boulevard 
in  Katy began on September 1 and is 
underway, with the office scheduled to 
open in spring 2027.  The site includes 
a dedicated vehicle testing area and it 

will offer standard driver license and ID 
services, plus commercial driver license 
(CDL) skills testing.  The new facility will 
feature 270 parking spaces.

DPS will release the final list of services, 
hours, and appointment details closer to 
opening.

Currently, many renewals, replace-
ments, and address changes can be 
done online at dps.texas.gov, with no trip 
required.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Clean out those medicine cabinets and 
take all those unused and expired prescrip-
tion drugs to Katy ISD’s Police Department 
on October 24 – National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day.

The event is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Katy ISD Law Enforcement Cen-
ter at 20370 Franz Road in Katy.  Disposal is 
free and anonymous.

• Accepted items:
• Pills and capsules in original prescrip-

tion containers
• Liquid medications in original prescrip-

tion containers 

• Not accepted:
• Needles, syringes, or other sharps
• Loose liquids or unsealed containers 

Tip: Bring medications in their original 
containers and avoid bringing sharps or 
unsealed liquids to ensure safe handling.

New DPS drivers license office 
under construction in Katy

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Local nonprofit Katy Responds, which  
organizes and leads home restoration 
projects for local families in need, has 
launched a new initiative – “Age in Grace.”  
The program – detailed in the organiza-
tion’s September newsletter ‘’ is designed 
to ensure safe and secure aging in place 
for older adults.

“As we grow older, the desire to remain 
in the comfort of our own homes becomes 
increasingly important,” the newsletter 
said.  “The ‘Age in Place’ initiative aims 
to make this possible for seniors, offering 
both for-profit and nonprofit age-in-place 
adjustments to ensure safety, accessibility 
and comfort in their own homes.”

The program makes home modifica-
tions for those who have mobility chal-
lenges, allowing seniors to live safely and 

with grace in their own homes.  Some of 
the services included are bathroom adjust-
ments such as grab bars, comfort-height 
toilets, curbless showers and handheld 
shower heads.  Other house-wide repairs 
include door and facucet handles and 
threshold removal and entry/exit modifi-
cations such as ramps, video doorbell or a 
remote intercom.

Applicants must be listed as the 
homeowner and must not own multiple 
homes.  Applicant must be current on 
their property tax or have a written plan 
in place with the county.  Eligibility is 
not age-related and is determined by 
individual need.  Household income must 
be at or below 80 percent AMI per HUD 
guidelines.

For more information or to apply for 
assistance, call 281-305-8545 or email 
info@katyresponds.org.

Katy ISD ‘National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day’ set for Oct. 26

Katy Responds launches ‘Age in Grace’ 
program to promote safe aging in place
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COMMUNITY & FAITH

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD

24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

KINGSLAND BAPTIST NORTH CAMPUS
24111 STOCKDICK SCHOOL ROAD, KATY

281-675-7801

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite

1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY

5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST

6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. HAYDEN P. PAUL

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTOR * GEORGE HOLLEWAY, EXEC PASTOR

LIVING WORD

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 

WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP NORTH CAMPUS
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DRIVE, KATY

281-646-1903

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION METHODIST CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

SENIOR PASTOR: HOWARD HUHN  

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

SENIOR PASTOR, PRESTON GREENWALDT

WEST CAMPUS: 4700 FM 1463, KATY, TEXAS 77494

SENIOR ASSOCIATE PASTOR, CARL CHAPMAN

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FOR YOU CHURCH
2203 N. WESTGREEN, KATY • 832-497-3426

FORYOUCHURCH.ORG

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HARVEST KATY CHURCH
19954 FRANZ RD. KATY • 832-745-3282

HARVESTKATY.COM

HIGHER DIMENSION CHURCH
1350 N. MASON, KATY

SUNDAY SERVICES 10 A.M.

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KONNECT GLOBAL OUTREACH
5819 TENTH STREET, KATY 

HTTPS://WWW.KONNECTCHURCH.COM/

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NEWCHURCH
MEETS AT FAITH WEST ACADEMY, 2225 PORTER RD, KATY, TX 77493

PASTOR FRANK HART • (346) 501-1434 • NEWCHURCH.LOVE

NEWLANDS CHURCH
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • ETHAN FISHER, SR. PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224

HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
5425 MORTON ROAD, KATY 

(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
2210 KATY FORT BEND ROAD

(281) 398-4030 • IAMTHEWATERS.COM

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

TYLER HENDERSON, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN KATY
25323 ROESNER LN., KATY, TX 77494

281-492-8520 • OFFICE@NEWHOPEPCKATY.ORG

REV. CINDY MOOD, PREACHER

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

Your Ad
Here!
Call Debbie

for more information

281-391-3141

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



TRIBUTE
William Priester Cardiff, 

Jr., 80, of Bellville, peacefully 
went to be with our Lord on 
October 3, 2026.

Born in Houston, Texas, 
on December 6, 1945, Wil-
liam was the son of William 
Priester Cardiff, Sr. and Fay 
Jeanette Engel Cardiff. He 
graduated from Katy High 
School in 1964, where he 
was a member of “The Roar-
ing Band from Tiger Land,” 
before serving in the U.S. Air 
Force. During the Vietnam 
War, he was deployed to 
Thailand. While serving, he 
met Elizabeth “Betty” Fran-
ces Herk, whom he lovingly 
called the “most beautiful 
woman in the world.” They 
married on September 16, 
1967, at Offutt Air Force Base 
in Bellevue, Nebraska.

After his military service, 
William and Betty returned 
to Katy, where they raised 
four daughters: Michelle, 
Shannon, Kristen and Kelly. 
William earned a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Business 
and Economics from the 
University of Houston while 
supporting his family and 
working with his father, 
uncles and cousins on the 
family rice farm. He also 
helped his family build the J. 
V. Cardiff & Sons rice dryer in 
Katy, the tallest rice dryer in 
the United States.

William worked for the 
City of Katy for many years, 

served as a city council 
member and volunteered as 
an EMT with the Katy Fire 
Department. In later years, 
he enjoyed working in the oil 
and gas industry alongside 
his daughters.

William found great 
joy in farming, hunting, 
fishing and, above all, flying. 
Aviation was his favorite 
pastime, and he traveled 
to fly-ins throughout the 
United States. He especially 
treasured flying his airplane 
to Matagorda, landing on the 
beach and spending the day 
fishing, crabbing and telling 
stories with friends. His love 
of aviation also inspired 
his business, Turbines to 
Tailfeathers, where he helped 
keep older airplanes and 
crop dusters flying. He was 

also a member of the In-
ternational Cessna 120-140 
Association.

William loved cooking 
and listening to the “Big 
Band” music he inherited a 
love for from his father. He 
often cooked enough food 
to feed an army and enjoyed 
singing along to Louis 
Prima, Louis Armstrong and 
Asleep at the Wheel. His 
favorite song was “Pennies 
from Heaven.”

He later moved to 
Hallettsville, Texas, which 
he called his second home. 
There he made many friends, 
played dominos and enjoyed 
the small Czech community. 
His friend and brother-in-
Christ, Mike Thompson, 
helped reintroduce the Lord 
into William’s life. William 
once told Mike, “I want what 
you have.” Together, they 
attended an ACTS Retreat, 
where William renewed his 
faith in Jesus Christ. The expe-
rience deeply shaped his love 
for the Lord.

William cherished his 
four daughters, affectionately 
calling them No. 1, No. 2, 
No. 3 and No. 4 — “Shelly 
Pooh,” “Shan Shan,” “Pooh 
Girl” and “Korky.” He also 
grew to love many of their 
friends as his own, including 
Terri Harless Marsh, Lynn 
Bindeman Brent, Gina West 
Christensen, Paige Marini 
Ildebrando (“Fall Crop”), 

Bonnie Watson, Samantha 
Cassens, T. J. Horn, Lillian 
England Shultz, Tracy En-
gland Shores, Sammi Silgero 
and Mischelle Sharp McCa-
rthy. Some of their fondest 
memories were made at 
the farm, swimming in rice 
wells, cutting rice during har-
vest and flying in William’s 
Cessna, as well as summers 
at Lake Buchanan, where he 
taught them to water ski and 
fish.

He had an especially deep 
love for his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, 
who lovingly called him “Pa.” 
He treasured attending their 
special moments and events 
and always greeted them 
with hugs and love.

In the months before 
being called home, William 
experienced several heavenly 
visitations from family wait-
ing for him. They brought a 
smile to his face and peace to 
those who witnessed them. 
In his final days, Big Band 
music filled his room, and 
although he could no longer 
respond with words, he 
tapped his toes to every beat.

Special thanks to Sharon, 
Stevie and the staff at Acara 
Hospice, along with the 
staff at Magnolia Home in 
Bellville, for their loving care 
during his final two months. 
We are comforted knowing 
William is with our Lord and 
Savior, smiling, laughing, 

hugging family and proba-
bly puffing on a cigar while 
driving his favorite old truck 
with bumper stickers read-
ing, “Eat Rice and Gravy” and 
“Don’t Cuss a Farmer with 
Your Mouth Full.”

William was preceded in 
death by his parents, William 
and Fay Cardiff; his “beauti-
ful” Elizabeth “Betty” Cardiff; 
his sister, Victoria “Vicky” 
Cardiff; and best friends Fred 
England, Ben England, Frank 
Fishbeck, Johnny Nelson and 
Bob Glover.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Michelle Feild 
(Ricky), Shannon Walla 
(Rusty), Kristen Daves 
(Royce) and Kelly Franco 
(Steve); grandchildren Con-
nor (Gabi), Morgan (Jakob), 
Ross (Alyssa), Justin (Katie), 
Jace, Taylor, Nathan, Matthew 
(Analise), Reagan (Elizabeth), 
Austin (Lori), Shelby, Maisy 
(Ian), Lily, Preston, Kolby, 
Cory, Isabelle, Julia, Zelda 
and Nick; and great-grand-
children Michael, Bryson, 
Noah, Saint, Autumn, Grant, 
Rylan, Saylor, Cohen, Ryver, 
Wells, Colson, Dove, Bodie, 
Weston, Will and Ryan Mae.

He is also survived by his 
sister, Fayne Cardiff Law-
rence; niece Haley Naegle; 
nephew Rodney Lawrence; 
dear friends Mike Thomp-
son, Linda Hibbs, Jane Franz, 
Paulette Nelson, Cheryl 
Nelson, Kathy Kettler Cardiff, 

Kay England and Barbara 
Moyer Sturm; the Bennett 
and Cottrell families; his 
many cousins; and his be-
loved dachshunds, Sugarfoot 
and Snickers.

William has traded his pi-
lot wings for angel wings. He 
is cleared for his final flight 
— no more turbulence, just 
clear skies ahead. He has a 
new, imperishable residence, 
one that does not decay and 
was built by Jesus himself. Je-
sus said, “My Father’s house 
has many rooms; if that were 
not so, would I have told 
you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? And 
if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am.” 
John 14:2-3

A Celebration of Life will 
be held at “The Farm,” now 
Houston Executive Airport, 
where family and friends will 
gather to celebrate William’s 
wonderful life — and, of 
course, enjoy good food.

Houston Executive 
Airport, 1900 Cardiff Road, 
Brookshire, Texas 77423

Saturday, November 7, 
2026 at 12:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider donating to a fund 
for fallen crop dusters:

Cody Thompson Memori-
al Scholarship Fund

1379 CR 408
El Campo, Texas 77437

WILLIAM PRIESTER  
CARDIFF, JR.
1945 - 2026
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INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Harris County
Municipal Utility District No. 465, Attention Cynthia Hill,
President, Board of Directors, will be electronically
received until 10:00 a.m. Local Time on October 29, 2026,
and then publicly opened and read via teleconference for
“Construction of Sanitary Lift Station & Force Main
in Winward Falls for Harris County Municipal Utility
District No. 465, Harris County, Texas.” To join via
Microsoft Teams, call (469) 965-2602 and enter Phone
Conference ID: 733 640 709#. Scope of Work of the
Contract Documents includes the following: Sanitary Lift
Station & Force Main Facilities. Bids received after closing
time will be returned unopened. A NON-MANDATORY
pre-bid conference will be held remotely on October 22,
2026, at 10:00 a.m. Local Time, via teleconference. To join
via Microsoft Teams, call (469) 965-2602 and enter Phone
Conference ID: 128 512 572#. Each Bid must be
accompanied by a Bid bond or a certified or cashier’s check,
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two
percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as a guarantee that
the successful bidder will enter into the Contract
Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms provided
and provide the required insurance certificates and Bonds
within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents
are received by the successful bidder. If a certified or
cashier’s check is provided, the successful bidder shall
deliver, at the bid opening address, the original certified or
cashier’s check within one (1) business day of receipt of the
bid opening. Copies of the bidding documents may be
reviewed and obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search
“Winward Falls Sanitary LS & Force Main.”  Bidders must
register on this website in order to view and/or download
specifications, plans, soils report, and environmental
reports for this Project. There is NO charge to view or
download documents. Bidder must submit its Bid and Bid
Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting
Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules, and all Bids
and Bid Securities must be submitted through
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on this
website to submit a Bid and Bid Security, and there is NO
charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this website.
By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed, or
agreed to using an Electronic Signature, as defined by and
in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature Rules for
Construction Contracts. The Owner reserves the right
to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and
irregularities in bidding or bidding process except the time
for submitting a Bid. The successful bidder, if any, will
be the responsible bidder, which in the Board’s judgment
will be most advantageous to the District and result in the 
best and most economical completion of the Project. The 
requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government 
Code, may apply to this Bid and the bidder agrees that 
the Contract Documents can be terminated if the bidder
knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with the
requirement of that subchapter.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors,
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 171,
Attention Duane Heckmann, President, Board of
Directors, will be electronically received, until 10 a.m.
Local Time, October 29th, 2026, and then publicly opened 
and read at SWA Group Landscape Architects, 712 Main 
St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002  for Elyson Basin K 
Expansion Landscape, Harris County, Texas” In addition 
to the opening of sealed Bids at the address above, you 
may view the public opening of sealed Bids via Zoom.
Join the meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/98823358160. 

Scope of Work of the Contract Documents includes the
following: concrete trail, site furnishings, sprinkler
irrigation, grading, grassing, planting, and landscape
maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned
unopened.  A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be 
held remotely on October 23rd, 2026, at 10 a.m. Local 
Time, via ZOOM. Join the meeting from your computer 
at  Invite Link https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/94120476948.
Attendance by each prospective bidder or its representative
at the pre-bid conference is MANDATORY, and no Bid 
will be opened unless the bidder or representative was 
present at the pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms 
provided and provide the required insurance certificates 
and Bonds within seven (7) days after the date Contract 
Documents are received by the successful bidder.  If a
certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful
bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original 
certified or cashier’s check within one (1) business day of 
receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and 
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search PGWT501.  
Bidders must register on this website in order to view
and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and
environmental reports for this Project.  There is NO charge 
to view or download documents.

Bidder must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in
compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting Section 49.2731
Electronic Bidding Rules and all Bids and Bid Securities
must be submitted through www.CivcastUSA.com.  Bidder
must register on this website to submit a Bid and Bid
Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid
Securities on this website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that 
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed, or 
agreed to using an Electronic Signature, as defined by and 
in accordance with Owner’s Electronic Signature Rules for 
Construction Contracts. 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except the time for submitting a Bid. The successful 
bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder, which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project. 

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the bidder 
agrees that the Contract Documents can be terminated 
if the bidder knowingly or intentionally fails to comply 
with a requirement of that subchapter. 

SPEECH THER-
APIST – Admin-
ister speech-lan-
guage tests/dev 
programs to im-
prove speech/in-
struct patients on 
techniques. Reqd 
Master of Speech/
Language/Hear-
ing Science + 
TX Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology 
license. Resume 
by mail to Tibs 
for Kids, 1259 FM 
1463 Rd, Ste 100, 
Katy, TX 77494.

850
HELP WANTED

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE ELECTION
(AVISO DE ELECCIÓN DE SÍNDICOS) 

TO THE RESIDENT, QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE ROYAL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT: (A LOS ELECTORES RESIDENTES Y CUALIFICADOS DEL DISTRITO
ESCOLAR INDEPENDIENTE DE ROYAL:)

Notice is hereby given that the polling places below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on 
November 3, 2026 for voting in a general election to elect trustees in the Royal Independent 
School District. (Por la presente se da aviso de que los lugares de votación a continuación estarán 
abiertos de 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m. el 3 de noviembre de 2026 para votar en una elección general para 
elegir síndicos en el Distrito Escolar Independiente de Royal.)

Trustee Election (Elección de Síndicos):
One trustee each for positions designated as Position 1, Position 2, Position 3, and Position 
4, elected at large, for full four-year terms on the Royal Independent School District Board of 
Trustees. (Un síndico para cada uno de los puestos designados como Puesto 1, Puesto 2, Puesto 3 y 
Puesto 4, elegidos por el distrito en general, por términos completos de cuatro años, en la Junta de 
Síndicos del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Royal.)

Website (sitio web): https://www.royal-isd.net/

ELECTION DAY PRECINCT AND POLLING INFORMATION (INFORMACIÓN DE
PRECINTOS Y LUGARES DE VOTACIÓN DEL DÍA DE LA ELECCIÓN)

Election Day: Tuesday, November 3, 2026; Election Day Polling Locations open from 7:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. (Día de la Elección: martes, 3 de noviembre de 2026; Lugares de Votación del Día de 
la Elección abiertos de 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m.)

Waller County (Condado de Waller)
All information is subject to change. Confirm locations before voting at
https://www.co.waller.tx.us/page/elections.current. (Toda la información está sujeta a cambios. 
Confirme las ubicaciones antes de votar en https://www.co.waller.tx.us/page/elections.current.)

Election Day Locations – Voters must vote in their assigned voting precinct (Ubicaciones del 
Día de la Elección – Los votantes deben votar en su precinto de votación asignado):
Precinct 103 (Precinto 103) – Waller County Fairgrounds, 21988 FM 359, Hempstead, TX 77445
Precinct 313 (Precinto 313) – Monaville Fire Department, 13631 Cochran Rd., Waller, TX 77484
Precincts 314 and 315 (Precintos 314 y 315) – Waller-Harris ESD Building, 5411 FM 2855, 
Brookshire, TX 77423
Precinct 416 (Precinto 416) – Pattison Volunteer Fire Department, 2950 FM 359 N, Pattison, TX 
77466
Precinct 418 (Precinto 418) – Justice of the Peace Precinct 4 Office, 32225 US Highway 90 Bus., 
Brookshire, TX 77423
Precinct 419 (Precinto 419) – Brookshire Convention Center, 4027 5th St., Brookshire, TX 77423

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS, DATES AND HOURS (LUGARES, FECHA Y HORARIOS 
DE VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA)

Waller County (Condado de Waller)
All information is subject to change. Confirm locations before voting at
https://www.co.waller.tx.us/page/elections.current. (Toda la información está sujeta a cambios. 
Confirme las ubicaciones antes de votar en https://www.co.waller.tx.us/page/elections.current.)

Dates and Hours (Fechas y Horarios):
Monday, October 19, 2026 through Friday, October 23, 2026: 8:00am – 5:00pm
Saturday, October 24, 2026: 7:00am – 7:00pm
Sunday, October 25, 2026: 10:00am – 4:00pm
Monday, October 26, 2026 through Friday, October 30, 2026: 7:00am – 7:00pm

lunes, 19 de octubre de 2026 al viernes, 23 de octubre de 2026: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
sábado, 24 de octubre de 2026: 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
domingo, 25 de octubre de 2026: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
lunes, 26 de octubre de 2026 al viernes, 30 de octubre de 2026: 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Early Voting Locations – Voters may vote at any of the locations listed below (Ubicaciones 
de Votación Anticipada – Los votantes pueden votar en cualquiera de las ubicaciones que se 
enumeran a continuación):
Joe Kuciemba Annex, 425 FM 1488, Hempstead, TX 77445 (Main Early Voting Location) (Lugar 
Principal de Votación Anticipada)
Waller County Community Center, 21274 FM 1098, Prairie View, TX 77446
Waller Civic Center, 3007 Waller St., Waller, TX 77484
Brookshire Convention Center, 4027 5th St., Brookshire, TX 77423

Applications for voting by mail should be received no later than the close of business on October 
23, 2026. (Las solicitudes para votar por correo deberán recibirse antes del cierre de actividades del 
23 de octubre de 2026.)

The Elections Administrator’s contact information/delivery address for applications for ballots 
to be voted by mail and other matters related to the election is as follows: (La información de 
contacto o dirección de entrega de la Administradora de Elecciones para las solicitudes de boletas 
para votar por correo postal y otros asuntos relacionados con la elección es la siguiente:)

Waller County (Condado de Waller)
Name (Nombre): Christy A. Eason, Elections Administrator
Official Mailing Address (Dirección Postal Oficial): 425 FM 1488, Suite 112, Hempstead, TX 
77445
Physical Address (Dirección Física): 425 FM 1488, Suite 112, Hempstead, TX 77445
E-mail Address (Dirección de Correo Electrónico): vote@wallercounty.us
Phone Number (Número de Teléfono): (979) 826-7643
Fax Number (Número de Fax): (979) 826-7645
Website Address (Dirección del Sitio Web): https://www.co.waller.tx.us/page/elections.current

Katy ISD Provides Evaluations
for Students

 with Suspected Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Department of
Special Education provides evaluations for students with
suspected disabilities to identify every student with a
disability living within the district’s boundaries. These 
evaluations are designed to help identify children who may 
qualify for the district’s special education or Section 504 
program.

Students with all categories of disabilities between the 
ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to ensure 
their success in school. These services and supports may 
be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 
Special Education services are also available to children 
who are visually and/or auditory impaired starting at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be challenged with 
a disability, please contact the Katy ISD Department of 
Special Education at 281-396-2066. The Department of 
Special Education will coordinate efforts to evaluate the 
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided 
with supports and services needed to obtain academic and 
non-academic benefit. Please do not hesitate to call should 
you have any questions.

Katy Independent School District 
6301 South Stadium Lane 

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
employer. The Board of Trustees, and its agents, officers, 
and staff members shall not discriminate based on gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

Public Notice
Skyway Towers, LLC proposes to build a 199-foot
self-support communications tower at the approx. vicinity
of  10822 2/3 Sheldon Road, Houston, Harris County,
TX 77044. Lat: [29-52-23.37] Long: [-95-7-23.6].  In
accordance with the requirements of Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act and the FCC
regulations implementing Section 106 review, public
comments regarding potential effects from this site on
historic properties may be submitted to: Trileaf Corp,
Alec Nimkoff, a.nimkoff@trileaf.com, 66 South Logan 
Street, Denver, CO 80209. 203.856.1011.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF HARRIS COUNTY PRECINCT 4

Daniel Rodriguez, Chief Operations Officer, Harris County Precinct 4, speaks at an October 17 press 
conference at Bear Creek Pioneer Park.  Harris County Precinct 4, in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, Keep Houston Beautiful, and the Energy Corridor District, removed more than 400 illegally 
dumped tires from the Addicks Reservoir near the park that morning. The cleanup helps protect public 
health and removes illegally dumped waste from an important flood-control area, precinct officials 
said. Illegally dumped debris can interfere with drainage and removing the tires reduces the potential 
for them to contribute to blockage during heavy rain. Additionally, tires are a major breeding site for 
disease-carrying mosquitoes.

CLEAN-UP EFFORT REMOVES MORE 
THAN 400 ILLEGALLY DUMPED TIRES 

FROM ADDICKS RESERVOIR

FROM STAFF REPORTS

City of Katy City Secretary Becky 
McGrew has been nominated for 2026 
Texas Municipal Clerk of the Year, 
according to an October 12 Facebook 
post.  McGrew is one of two nominees 
for the award, which will be an-
nounced at the TMCA awards banquet 

in The Woodlands on October 22.
McGrew has served on the Salt 

Grass Chapter Board for four years and 
contributed to numerous state and local 
initiatives, including the election ad hoc, 
audit, policy and procedures manual 
review, scholarship, Public Information 
Act Seminar, and banquet committees. 

“I am truly honored and humbled 

to be nominated for the 2026 Texas 
Municipal Clerk of the Year Award,” 
McGrew said in her October 12 Face-
book post. “There are so many incred-
ible clerks across our state who are far 
more deserving than I could ever claim 
to be, and simply to be counted among 
them is a privilege I don’t take lightly.”

The Texas Municipal Clerk of the 

Year honor, awarded annually since 
1963, recognizes a municipal clerk 
who exemplifies outstanding service to 
their community and to fellow clerks 
statewide. Nominees must be active 
TMCA members, hold a municipal 
clerk position, be Texas Registered 
Municipal Clerks, and meet service 
and leadership criteria.

McGrew nominated for Texas Municipal Clerk of the Year

BECKY MCGREW

Retail giant donates 
$30,000 to Boys 
& Girls Clubs of 
Greater Houston
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

The parking lot at Academy 
Sports + Outdoors’ location at 
23155 Katy Fwy. in Katy was 
transformed into an outdoor 
multi-court basketball com-
plex, as the retail chain hosted 
the two-day Academy Sports 
+ Outdoors H-Town Clas-
sic 3-on-3 Youth Basketball 
Tournament, powered by Nike 
and Jordan Brand, on October 
17-18.

The event, which was free 
open to boys and girls, grades 
6 through 12, drew more than 
100 teams and between 300 
and 400 participants from 
across the greater Houston 
area including nearby Brook-
shire, an Academy spokesper-
son said. Teams competed in 
four divisions: middle school 
girls, middle school boys, high 
school girls and high school 
boys.

All proceeds from the 
H-Town Classic benefit the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 
Houston, supporting youth 
programs and community 
development in the Houston 
area. On the first day of the 
tournament, Academy Sports + 
Outdoors presented a check for 
$30,000 to the organization.  

Special guest Sheryl 

Swoopes of the Houston Com-
ets was on hand for the check 
presentation.  The Comets are 
returning to Houston for the 
2027 WNBA season, Swoopes 
said.  Cleveland Cavaliers star 
Ricky Davis was also spotted in 
the crowd.

The championship presen-
tations took place on October 
18, with winners in each divi-
sion taking home an H-Town 
Classic Championship belt, 
in addition to bragging rights.  
Every player that participat-
ed throughout this weekend 
received a tournament jersey 
that they got to take home.

About Academy Sports + 
Outdoors

Academy is a leading 

full-line sporting goods and 
outdoor recreation retailer in 
the United States. Originally 
founded in 1938 as a family 
business in Texas, Academy 
has grown to more than 300 
stores across 21 states and 
counting. Academy's mission 
is to provide "Fun for All" and 
Academy fulfills this mission 
with a localized merchandising 
strategy and value proposition 
that strongly connects with 
a broad range of consumers. 
Academy's product assortment 
focuses on key categories of 
outdoor, apparel, sports & rec-
reation and footwear through 
both leading national brands 
and a portfolio of private label 
brands. For more information, 
visit www.academy.com.

Academy Sports + Outdoors hosts H-Town 
Classic 3-on-3 Youth Basketball Tournament

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Officials from Academy Sports + Outdoors – with special guest Sheryl Swoopes of the Houston Comets (second from right) – present 
a check for $30,000 to the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Houston on October 17 during the H-Town Classic 3-on-3 Youth Basketball 
Tournament at the Academy location at 23155 Katy Fwy. in Katy.  

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

The parking lot at Academy Sports + Outdoors’ location at 23155 Katy Fwy. in Katy 
became a multi-court basketball arena as the company hosted the H-Town Classic 3-on-3 
Youth Basketball Tournament on Oct. 17-18. The free tournament drew as many as 400 
participants, a company spokesperson said.

Harbor Health brings 
care, coverage together in 
Katy with acquisition of 
Village Medical Clinics
CONTRIBUTED REPORT 

 Harbor Health, a Texas-based 
primary and specialty care clin-
ic group and health insurance 
company, announced on October 
6 that it has signed an agreement to 
acquire 27 Village Medical clinics in 
Greater Houston, a well-established 
network with deep roots throughout 
the community. 

One of the locations is at Mason 
Creek 21820 Katy Freeway, Katy.

Houston will become the fifth 
Texas market where Harbor both 
delivers care and provides coverage, 
joining Austin, Dallas, San Antonio 
and El Paso. When the transaction 
closes, expected at the end of the 
year, Harbor will operate nearly 70 
clinics and more than double its 
number of physicians and advanced 
practice providers across the state. 
Financial terms were not disclosed. 

“We started Harbor because 
we believe people deserve a better 
health care system and at the center 
of that is a company that is ac-
countable for keeping you healthy,” 
said Tony Miller, Harbor Health 
Co-Founder and CEO. “Village 
Medical Houston’s clinicians have 
spent years changing how care is 
practiced. When we set out to build 
the best payvider in Texas, Houston 
was always central to it. Together, 
Houstonians have a new company 
that delivers their care, pays for it, 
and answers for both.” 

Members who choose a Harbor 
plan in Houston will have Village 
Medical Houston as their primary 
care home, with clinics serving 
Harris, Montgomery, Fort Bend and 
Brazoria counties. That is where a 
guided health journey begins. Har-
bor plans have no deductible, and 
when members start with a Harbor 
clinician and that clinician refers 
them to a specialist, the referred 
care is covered at $0. Because care 
and coverage are designed togeth-
er, members are not left to sort out 
what is covered or where to go next. 

Large employer plans are avail-
able now across 29 Texas counties, 

including Harris, Montgomery, 
Fort Bend and Brazoria in Greater 
Houston. Together, the 29 counties 
are home to more than 22 million 
Texans. Individual and family plans 
will be available on HealthCare.gov 
for 2027, with enrollment opening 
Nov. 1 in 13 of the 29 counties and 
coverage effective Jan. 1. Texas fam-
ilies and employers can learn more 
about Harbor plans at harborhealth.
com.  

“Making health care affordable 
is essential and that means hav-
ing coverage that enables people 
to invest in health,” said Dr. Clay 
Johnston, Harbor Health Co-Found-
er and Chief Innovation Officer. 
“When the people responsible for 
a person’s health also help shape 
what their coverage pays for and 
when, it becomes easier for people 
to get the care we know works and 
to avoid waste.” 

The Village Medical Houston 
clinics Harbor is acquiring will 
join the Harbor Health Insurance 
Company provider network and 
will continue to operate under the 
Village Medical name. Consumers 
who receive care at these clinics do 
not need to take any action, and the 
clinics will continue to accept the 
insurance plans they accept today. 

Large employer plans are avail-
able now to Houston-area em-
ployers, and individual and family 
enrollment opens Nov. 1. Brokers 
who want to sell Harbor plans in 
Houston should get appointed with 
Harbor before Nov. 1. Visit https://
harborhealth.com/partner/broker 
or contact the broker relations team 
at brokers@harborhealth.com or 
844-504-1100 to learn more. 

About Harbor Health 
Harbor Health is a Texas-based 

health care company that puts care 
at the core. Harbor runs its own 
primary and specialty care clinics 
across Texas and builds health 
insurance around care designed by 
its clinicians, so care and coverage 
work as one. For more information, 
visit harborhealth.com. 
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Wondering what to wear 
to the Pin Oak Charity Horse 
Show when the 81st edition 
opens next spring in Katy?

Well, wonder no more.
The organization hosted 

“What to Wear at an Eques-
trian Affair” on October 
15 at the Pavilion at NPO 
venue at 6000 Westview in 
Houston, with a parade of 
ensembles provided by the 
ETRO boutique in the Gal-
leria area, which specializes 
in unique looks.  Outfits 
featured fluid silhouettes 
in a wide variety of styles 
and fabrics from paisley to 
bolder patterns, from velvet 
to jacquard and from soft 
flowing dresses to structured 
blazers.

Lynn Walsh, who has 
served as president of The 
Pin Oak Charity Horse Show 
Association for over two 
decades, leading its mission 
to raise funds for Texas Chil-
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Pin Oak Charity Horse Show’s ‘What to Wear at an Equestrian Affair’ 
showcases high fashion, raises funds for Texas Children’s Hospital

dren’s Hospital and other charitable 
causes, welcomed guests to the 
event. “Today is about fun, fashion 
and making an impact.”  Attendees 
could purchase raffle tickets to help 

raise funds for the charity’s mission.
The charity recently donated 

over $287,000 to Texas Children’s 
Hospital for a breathing lab at the 
hospital’s West Campus; the upcom-

ing year’s fundraising will support 
behavioral health issues, which have 
become increasingly important 
since COVID, Walsh said.

For more information on the Pin 

Oak Charity Horse Show, including 
the upcoming schedule of events at 
the Great Southwestern Equestrian 
Center at 2501 S. Mason in Katy, go 
to https://www.pinoak.org.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Katy-area firefighters and 
police officers answer calls for 
help around the clock. On Oct. 
8, residents of Pegasus Landing 
of Katy answered back with 
goodie bags and handwritten 
notes of thanks. 

The National Heroes’ Day 
service project put residents of 
the assisted living and mem-
ory care community at 1520 
Katy Gap Road in Katy to work 
assembling appreciation bags 
and writing each card by hand 
for local firefighters and police 

officers.
“Our residents wanted to 

do something for the people 
who show up for Katy every 
day,” said Tyrice McLaren, 
Life Enrichment Director of 
Pegasus Landing of Katy. “Each 
card is written by hand, and 
they are taking their time with 
every one. Giving back does 
not stop at a certain age. Our 
residents are proof of that.”

The project is about more 
than just giving gifts, com-
pany officials said. It’s about 
creating meaningful connec-
tions, spreading kindness, and 

reminding the residents that 
they can continue to make a 
positive impact on the world 
around them. 

“To our local firefighters and 
police officers: Thank you for 
your service, your sacrifices, 
and your commitment to keep-
ing our community safe — we 
appreciate you,” said a spokes-
person for Pegasus Landing of 
Katy following the event. “At 
Pegasus Landing of Katy, we’re 
proud to celebrate the spirit of 
giving and the power of making 
a difference, one act of kind-
ness at a time.”

Local memory care community gives back 
to first responders on National Heroes’ Day

PHOTO COURTESY OF PEGASUS LANDING OF KATY

Residents of Pegasus Landing of Katy, a memory care facility at 1520 Katy Gap Road in Katy, pose with firefighters at the Katy Mills station 
after delivering goody bags and handwritten notes to the first responders on National Heroes’ Day on October 8.

Dunkin’® coming soon to Katy 
with ‘Next Generation’ restaurant
CONTRIBUTED REPORT  

On October 7, Dunkin’, formerly 
known as Dunkin’ Donuts, an-
nounced plans for a new restaurant 
to open in Katy this month. Located 
at 136 Cane Island Parkway in Katy, 
the new restaurant will feature 
Dunkin’s modern Next Genera-
tion design, offering residents and 
commuters a more convenient way 
to run on Dunkin’ and enjoy their 
favorite coffee and baked goods. Of-
ficial opening details will be shared 
in the coming weeks.

The new 1,850 square-foot 
restaurant will employ approxi-
mately 25 crew members and will 
be open daily from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Exciting elements of the new Next 
Generation restaurant experience at 
the Katy location will include:

• Premium pours: Dunkin’s 
signature cold beverages are poured 
through an innovative tap system, 
serving a variety of consistently cold 
sips, such as iced coffee, iced tea, 
Cold Brew, and Nitro-Infused Cold 
Brew (a Next Gen exclusive). Crew 
members also use top-quality, fla-
vor-maximizing espresso machines 
to make handcrafted drinks to order.

• Modern design: The openness, 
colors, and materials used in the 
design help create an approachable, 
positive, and energetic environ-
ment. Just one example of the 
eye-catching design elements that 
guests can expect is a front-facing 
bakery case for an even closer look 
at our delicious baked goods.

• Increased energy efficiency: The 
new Dunkin’ is a DD Green Achieve-
ment restaurant, which is designed 
to save 25 percent more energy 
compared to a standard Dunkin’ 
restaurant.

As the largest coffee and donut 
brand in the nation with more than 
14,200 restaurants, Dunkin’ is known 

for great-tasting beverages and food 
items. From freshly brewed hot 
and iced coffee to espresso drinks, 
donuts, bagels, and sandwiches, 
Dunkin’ continues to expand its 
presence while staying true to its 
mission of delivering fast, affordable, 
and high-quality food and drinks. 

Guests can get even more out 
of their Dunkin’ runs by joining 
Dunkin’ Rewards®. Members can 
earn points toward free food and 
drinks, enjoy exclusive offers and or-
der ahead in the Dunkin’ app. Those 
who have not joined Dunkin’ Re-
wards yet can create a free account 
on the Dunkin’ app or by visiting 
dunkinrewards.com.

The story of Dunkin’ began in 
1948 with a donut and coffee restau-
rant in Quincy, Massachusetts called 
“Open Kettle.” Founder William 
Rosenberg served donuts for five 
cents and cups of coffee for ten cents. 
After a brainstorming session with 
his executives, Rosenberg renamed 
his restaurant “Dunkin’ Donuts” 
in 1950. His goal was to “make and 
serve the freshest, most delicious cof-
fee and donuts quickly and courte-
ously in modern, well-merchandised 
stores,” a philosophy which still holds 
true today. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF DUNKIN

Dunkin’ has announced plans for a new location 
at 136 Cane Island Parkway in Katy.
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Watch how
Matt serves

our community!

REP. MATT MORGAN FIGHTS FOR USREP. MATT MORGAN FIGHTS FOR US

Pol. Adv. Pd for by Morgan 4 Texas
www.MorganForTexas.com

PROTECTING
TEXAS FAMILIES

No school should ever cover up the abuse of a child. Matt Morgan passed the law
that strips away the immunity schools hide behind and lets victims hold them
accountable.

FIGHTING
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Morgan passed a bill that protects children from criminals engaged in trafficking
and makes these criminals ineligible for parole.

BIPARTISAN REFORM
OF INSURANCE POLICY

Matt Morgan has received praise from both Republicans and Democrats for
passing bills to increase transparency and lower costs of insurance.

CUTTING
PROPERTY TAXES

Matt Morgan is fighting to lower property taxes by reining in the out-of-control
home appraisal process which will bring down property taxes once and for all.

Local student Malachi M. Underwood receives national honor
Fulshear High School 
student recognized 
for superior academic 
achievement by 
National Society of 
High School Scholars 
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The National Society of High 
School Scholars (NSHSS) an-

nounced on October 2 that student 
Malachi M. Underwood from 
Fulshear has been selected to 
become a member of the es-
teemed organization. The Society 
recognizes top scholars who have 
demonstrated outstanding leader-
ship, scholarship, and community 
commitment. The announcement 
was made by NSHSS Co-founder 
and President James W. Lewis. 

"On behalf of NSHSS and our 
co-founder Claes Nobel, a member 
of the family that established the 
Nobel Prizes, I am honored to 
recognize the hard work, passion, 
and commitment that Malachi 

has demonstrated to 
achieve this exceptional 
level of academic excel-
lence," said Lewis. "Mal-
achi is now a member of 
a unique community of 
scholars — a commu-
nity that represents our 
very best hope for the 
future." 

"We are proud 
to provide lifetime 
membership to young scholars to 
support their growth and develop-
ment," said Lewis. "We help stu-
dents like Malachi build on their 
academic success by connecting 

them with learning ex-
periences and resources 
to help prepare them for 
college and meaningful 
careers." 

NSHSS members 
automatically become 
lifetime members at 
the time of their initial 
membership. Each step 
along the way — from 

high school to college to career 
— NSHSS connects outstand-
ing young scholars with the 
resources they need to develop 
their strengths and pursue their 
passions. 

Formed in 2002 by James W 
Lewis and Claes Nobel, a mem-
ber of the family that established 
the Nobel Prizes, the National 
Society of High School Scholars 
recognizes academic excellence 
at the high school level and helps 
to advance the goals and aspira-
tions of high-achieving students 
through unique learning experi-
ences, scholarships, internships, 
international study, and peer 
networks. Currently there are 
more than two million members 
in over 170 countries. For more 
information about NSHSS, visit 
www.nshss.org.

MALACHI M. 
UNDERWOOD

RHS’s Ruley selected for All-Region 
Jazz Band for third consecutive year
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Royal High School senior Devin Ruley 
has been selected to the ATSSB All-Re-
gion Jazz Band for the third consecutive 
year, Royal ISD announced on its Face-
book page on October 5.

Ruley has also advanced to the Area 
Jazz Auditions, where he will compete 

for the opportunity to earn a spot in the 
ATSSB All-State Jazz Band. He will per-
form with the All-Region Jazz Band on 
January 23, 2027, at The Village School in 
West Houston.

“Congratulations, Devin,” the district 
said in the post.  “We are proud of 
your dedication, talent, and continued 
success.”

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

At its October meeting, the Royal ISD 
Board of Trustees unanimously approved 
the appointment of Dalton Williams as the 
district’s new Chief of Police with a 7–0 vote.

Williams brings nearly a decade of expe-
rience in law enforcement and corrections, 
including more than five years of dedicat-
ed service to Royal ISD. Since joining the 
Royal ISD Police Department in March 2021, 
Williams has served in several capacities, 
including police officer, detective, sergeant, 
and lieutenant. Throughout his tenure, he 
has demonstrated a strong commitment to 
student safety, emergency preparedness, 
and building positive relationships through-
out the district, RISD said in its October 15 
announcement. Most recently, Williams has 
served as RISD Acting Chief over the past 
several months.

"Chief Williams has been a longstanding 
team member of the Royal ISD family, and 
we are excited to see him now serving as our 
permanent Police Chief,” Royal ISD Superin-
tendent Dr. Megan C. Pape said.  “Over the 
past several months serving as Acting Chief, 
he has demonstrated strong leadership and 
law enforcement expertise. He has been a 
central part in staffing our police department 
this school year, and finding exceptional offi-
cers to become a part of the RISD family.  His 
experience, knowledge of our district, hard 
work, integrity, passion for the role, positive 
attitude, ability to team-build, leadership, 
and commitment to ensuring a safe campus 

for all students, staff and families make him 
the top choice to lead our police department 
into the future.” 

In his previous leadership roles, Williams 
supervised officers and school resource offi-
cers, coordinated campus patrols and emer-
gency responses, conducted criminal investi-
gations, and supported the implementation of 
district safety procedures. He also played an 
instrumental role in strengthening Royal ISD's 
emergency preparedness efforts, a district 
spokesperson said. As project manager for the 
district's Raptor Alert emergency management 
system, he has overseen implementation, 
coordinated staff training, and collaborated 
with administrators and district personnel to 
enhance emergency response protocols.

Prior to joining Royal ISD, Williams served 
with the Waller County Sheriff's Office, 
where he held the rank of corporal, and with 
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. 
Williams earned his bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice administration in 2024 and 
his master's degree in public administration 
in 2025 from Columbia Southern University. 
He is currently pursuing a doctorate in crim-
inal justice leadership. Williams is a licensed 
Texas peace officer and holds additional 
certifications in emergency response, CPR, 
first aid, and other areas of public safety.

As Chief of Police, Williams will oversee 
the district's police department, working 
closely with campus administrators, staff, 
families, and community law enforcement 
partners to maintain safe and supportive 
learning environments.

Royal ISD announces Dalton 
Williams as new police chiefFROM STAFF REPORTS

In early October, VFW Post 9182 of 
Katy announced its annual Voice of De-
mocracy and Patriot’s Pen competitions.

“This is an incredible opportunity 
for students to showcase their patrio-
tism, share their voices, and compete 
for scholarships and cash prizes,” the 
organization said in a Facebook post on 
October 11.

The two separate competitions are 
slightly different, with one for middle 
school students and one for high school 
students:

• Voice of Democracy – Open to stu-
dents in grades 9–12 for scholarships to 
help fund college education; the national 
prize is $35,000.  Students should submit 
a three- to five-minute audio essay on 
this year’s topic: “What a Veteran Taught 

Me About America.”  
• Patriot’s Pen – Open to students in 

grades 6–8 who will be able to share their 
thoughts on patriotism in order to com-
pete for cash prizes; the national prize 
is $5,000. Students should submit a 300 
to 400-word written essay on this year’s 
topic: “What a Veteran Taught Me About 
America.”  

Students must be lawful U.S. perma-
nent residents or have applied for per-
manent residence and intend to become 
U.S. citizens at the earliest opportunity.

The deadline for both competitions  – 
October 31 – is fast approaching.

Details – as well as registration forms 
and submission instructions – may 
be found on the post’s Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/vfw-
post9182.

VFW scholarship deadline nears
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Texas Medical Center
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From diagnosis to treatment to recovery, your 
dedicated Houston Methodist cancer center 
team uses leading research, cutting-edge 
technology and the latest treatments to create 
a personalized care plan for you. At eight 
cancer center locations throughout the Greater 
Houston area, you’ll find the cancer expertise 
to help you feel whole again.

That’s the difference between practicing 
medicine and leading it. For you.

THEIR ADVANCED 
TREATMENTS BEAT  
MY CANCER

houstonmethodist.org/cancer
713.790.2700

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS HARRIS

The Katy Tigers take the field at Legacy Stadium for their October 15 match-up with the Paetow Panthers.  
Katy is now 8-0 for the season and 6-0 in district play after defeating Paetow 56-14.  Next, Tigers will face 
the Taylor Mustangs on October 30 at Legacy Stadium.

TIGERS MAINTAIN UNBEATEN RECORD 
WITH 56-14 VICTORY OVER PAETOW

FROM STAFF REPORTS

In the latest statewide volleyball poll from 
the Texas Girls Coaches Association (TGCA), 
released on October 13, Seven Lakes moved up 
to number 12, previously ranked as number 13 
in the prior week’s poll. Tompkins High School 
maintained a spot in the top 25 teams in the 
state, staying at number 19 for the second 
consecutive week, after moving up from num-
ber 22 the prior week . Here are the complete 
rankings for TGCA’s top 25 teams in Class 6A 
according to the latest poll:

Seven Lakes, Tompkins 
maintain poll rankings

1.   Duncanville 35-4
2.   Allen 33-2
3.   Houston Memorial 33-3
4.   Flower Mound 24-6
5.   Hebron 31-7
6.   Wylie 31-4
7.   Los Fresnos 34-2
8.   Austin Westlake 34-8
9.   Laredo Alexander 28-5
10. Mansfield 33-5
11. Klein Oak 38-5
12. Katy Seven Lakes 26-10
13. Austin Lake Travis 34-6

14. SA Brennan 32-7
15. Dripping Springs 24-14
16. Cypress Ranch 30-7
17. Round Rock 29-11
18. Waco Midway 28-6
19. Katy Tompkins 26-6
20. McKinney Boyd 26-6
21. Southlake Carroll 18-11
22. Plano East 26-9
23. Plano 29-8
24. Plano West 23-6
25. SA Churchill 31-8

AREA HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL SCORES

SCHOOL	 SCORE	 SCHOOL 		  SCORE

Paetow		  14	 Katy				    56
Morton Ranch	 19	 Taylor			   38
Cinco Ranch	 12	 Tompkins		  49
Seven Lakes 	 16	 Mayde Creek	 25
Jordan				    BYE		
Freeman		  0		 Friendswood	 30
Royal			   0		 Sealy				   42
Source:  Dave Campbell’s Texas Football
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