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ELECTION 2018

ELY MARATHON

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See...ELY pg. 9

CITY OF ELY

Eighth District race in dead heat

REGIONAL – The 
race between Republican 
Pete Stauber and Democrat 
Joe Radinovich is a virtual 
tossup. 

That’s according to 
a “live poll” of regis-

tered voters in the Eighth 
Congressional District 
conducted by the New York 
Times late last week, that 
found Radinovich with 
44 percent voter support, 
just one point ahead of 
Stauber, with 43 percent. 
The difference was well 
within the poll’s margin 

of error.
A total of 13 percent 

of respondents said they 
remain undecided, and 
it appears that the news-
paper did not ask about 
Independent Party candi-
date Ray “Skip” Sandman.

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

NY Times poll conducted late last week

graphic courtesy of The New York TimesSee...POLL pg. 9

A cultural 
opportunity 
for Ely?

ORR SUSTAINABILITY AND HOMESTEADING EXPO

ORR- When is a garden 
seed more than just a seed? 
When the seeds have a story 
to tell, of course.

W i t h  J a c k i e  C l a y 
Atkinson and her husband 
Will, two of the headliners at 
this year’s Orr Sustainability 
and Homesteading Expo, 
there were plenty of seed 
stories to tell.

The couple, who have 
homesteaded a farm in Angora 
since 2003, got started in the 
seed-selling business almost 
by accident. They had always 

been interested in heirloom 
and rare garden plants and 
would trade seeds with others 
who shared their passion. The 
couple has over 60 years of 
gardening experience, and 
their garden spreads over 
three acres.

The business started with 
a large, pale grey squash, a 
Hopi Grey. The squash, as 

far as the Atkinsons could 
tell, was near extinction. They 
couldn’t find anyone else 
growing this amazing variety.

The squash boasts tender 
orange flesh and grows to 
seven to 20 pounds in about 
100 days. It makes great 
“pumpkin” pie, but its real 

The stories 
that seeds tell

Couple’s Seed Treasures catalog specializes in heirloom varieties
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Jackie Clay, above, holds a Bill Bean tomato variety 
that produces huge slicers with old-fashioned meaty 
tomato flavor. A new favorite bean variety, right, is 
a Crawford, grown from seeds sent by a reader in 
Germany, who is still gardening in her 90s. 
photos by J. Summit

ELY – A Minneapolis couple 
has proposed to renovate the vacant 
Community Center here and re-purpose 
the historic landmark into a facility 
to house Korean culture and heritage 
camps.

The Ely City Council approved a 
purchase agreement with the couple 
and their non-profit K America 
Foundation last week, but the real estate 
transaction is by no means finalized. 

City taxpayers will be able to sound 
off on the proposed sale at a public 
hearing on Tuesday, Sept. 25, and at 
two public readings of the ordinance 
required to cinch the deal. 

Just a purchase agreement was 

ELY - Running a 26.2-
mile marathon is a real 
challenge for any runner. 
Running a full 26.2-mile 
marathon will carrying a 
canoe is a challenge only for 
the stoutest of hearts. In an 

age of new, extreme running 
events, perhaps none is more 
Minnesotan than a marathon 
portaging race.

T h a t  c h a l l e n g e 
awaits participants in 
the Marathon Portage 

Division of the 2018 Ely 
Marathon on Saturday, 
Sept. 22.

“This is the first offi-
cial race of its kind and 
will be registered with the 
Guinness Book of World 

Records,” said organizer 
Wendy Lindsay.  The 
Boundary Waters Bank 
Half Marathon, which 
takes place on the same 
day, added a canoe divi-
sion last year. Currently 

there are 14 canoe carriers 
registered for the races. 
Runners not up for portag-
ing a canoe can also par-
ticipate in the traditional 
marathons. 

The idea of portaging 

a canoe in the race took 
off a couple of years ago, 
according to Lindsay, after 
a few participants focused 
in on the race’s marketing 

Canoe marathon winner will hold world record
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor Fourth annual run next weekend features both full- and half-marathons, kids race

See...CANOE pg. 11

See...SEEDS pg. 9
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Hurry, offer runs
through October 2, 2018

Community 
Night Out

Above: As always, the Seitaniemi Housebarn was 
the center of attention.  Below: Jasper and Milo 
Strasser tried some of the homemade pie.
Right: 5-Oh played music on the lawn. 
photos by J. Summit

GREENWOOD TWP- 
Everyone is invited to come cel-
ebrate the new playground at the 
Greenwood Town Hall with a 
ribbon cutting, free picnic, and 
beanbag and bocce ball games at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 22. The 
playground is located at 3000 Cty. 
Rd 77. The Greenwood Community 
Recreation Board envisioned this 
playground several years ago, and 
they are thrilled it is now there for 
the enjoyment of residents and their 
families for years to come.

What changes do almost 20 
years bring? Roth, Ryan, and Rachel 
Indihar remember playing on the 
old playground at Greenwood 
Township. When chatting with 
Roth, Ryan, Rachel, and their mom, 
Bergetta, they said things like, 
“It was made of wood,” “It had a 
yellow slide,” and “I remember 
the big hill you had to climb to get 
to it.” The Indihar children, now 
all adults, recently visited the new 
playground and created some new 
family memories.

Greenwood playground ribbon-cutting 
celebration on Saturday, Sept. 22

Now and then!
Left: Ryan, Rachel,  
and Roth Indihar, 
who all grew up in 
Greenwood Township, 
with their mother 
Bergetta.
Right: Playing on the 
old township playset 
about 20 years ago. 
submittted photos

One of the area's most icon-
ic photo spots hosted Sisu 
Heritage's annual Community 
Night Out last Sunday. Local 
musicians 5-Oh provided the 
entertainment, and there was 
chili, cornbread, and fresh-
baked pie to purchase for din-
ner. The 80-foot long Seitaniemi 
Housebarn is a one-of-a-kind 
Finnish log structure, and Sisu 
has worked to stabilize and repair 
the building. Next steps include 
window replacement, interior fin-
ishing, and deciding how to use 
the building in the future.



REGIONAL– Two 
weeks after Republican 
Pete Stauber’s campaign 
made an issue of unpaid 
parking tickets by his DFL 
opponent Joe Radinovich, 
DFLers have turned the 
tables over an apparent 
violation of St. Louis 

County email policy by 
Stauber. According to 
the Star Tribune, Stauber 
improperly used his offi-
cial county email to com-
municate with the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee.

Stauber has not denied 
the allegations but has 
refused to release the 

emails as his opponents 
have requested.

In  recent  weeks 
Stauber has criticized 
Radinovich over past 
unpaid parking fines, 
some of which result-
ed in collection agen-
cies being involved. 
The Stauber campaign 
and the Congressional 

Leadership Fund, a polit-
ical action committee 
with the mission to keep 
a Republican majority 
in Congress, attacked 
Radinovich over the issue, 
suggesting he is unfit to 
hold office.

Now the DFL is 
returning fire.

“We can’ t  t rus t 

someone like Pete Stauber 
who won’t be account-
able for their actions in a 
transparent manner,” said 
the DFL’s Eighth District 
Chair Emily Nygren in 
a statement issued late 
last week. “The public 
deserves a representative 
that is up front about all 
the business they conduct 

on the public’s behalf.”
And district residents 

supporting the DFL can-
didate have weighed in 
on the Stauber campaign’s 
portrayed image of their 
own candidate.

“Two weeks ago, Pete 
Stauber claimed through 
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EIGHTH DISTRICT RACE

Radinovich campaign hits Stauber over email violation

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Forest Service cancels study of mineral withdrawal
MINING

See EMAILS...pg. 5

Lifts temporary moratorium on leasing in a portion of the Superior National Forest
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REGIONAL— The Trump 
administration has lifted the 
temporary suspension of mineral 
leasing on 234,000 acres of 
the Superior National Forest 
located within the Rainy River 
watershed.

U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue made the 
announcement on Thursday, 
Sept. 6, clearing the way for 
potential mineral leasing to 
resume in the area, although 
it’s unclear if any new mineral 
leasing requests are imminent. 
The move was not unexpected 
since President Trump had pre-
viously indicated his intention 
to lift the leasing moratori-
um, implemented by President 
Obama shortly before leaving 
office. The Trump adminis-
tration, earlier this year, had 
reinstated mineral leases for 
the proposed Twin Metals cop-
per-nickel mine, which were the 
only mineral leases ever issued 
in the affected area.

In a press statement, Perdue 
said the decision comes follow-
ing “a thorough review” and 
after hearing from thousands 
of citizens.  “It’s our duty as 
responsible stewards of our 

environment to maintain and 
protect our natural resources.  
At the same time, we must put 
our national forests to work for 
the taxpayers to support local 
economies and create jobs,” 
Perdue said.  “We can do these 
two things at once: protect the 
integrity of the watershed and 
contribute to economic growth 
and stronger communities.”

In fact, the Forest Service’s 
analysis was less than had been 
promised by agency officials, 
even under Trump’s tenure. 
Forest Service officials had 
initially stated that they would 
conduct a full environmental 
impact statement (EIS) on the 
effects of the proposed mineral 
withdrawal. The Trump admin-
istration later indicated that it 
would substitute a less-intensive 
environmental analysis, or EA, 
on the proposal. Secretary Perdue 
had also promised members of 
Congress that he would complete 
the environmental assessment 
and would make no final decision 
on the withdrawal until he had 
all the facts. Yet Brady Smith, 
acting national press officer for 
the Forest Service’s Washington, 
D.C. office, acknowledged in a 

statement to the Timberjay that 
no environmental assessment 
had been done because the 
agency ultimately determined 
it was unnecessary. 

T h e  U S D A ’ s  l a t e s t 
announcement, which incor-
rectly states that the temporary 
suspension of mineral leasing 
was enacted in 2016, indicates 
that the agency review “includ-
ed a mineral resources report, 
a biological and economic 
impact assessment, and poten-
tial impacts to water resources, 
wilderness areas, and cultural 
resources.” The agency claims 
that their analysis “did not reveal 
new scientific information.”

The suspension of mineral 
leasing was actually enacted in 
January of 2017. At the time, 
Forest Service officials had cited 
the mine’s “potential to generate 
and release water with elevated 
levels of acidity, metals, and 
other potential contaminants.” 
While the mine would likely 
include water treatment, the 
Forest Service noted that such 
treatment would need to be in 
place in perpetuity and noted 
“it is not at all certain that such 
maintenance and treatment can 

be assured over many decades.”
While the Trump admin-

istration’s decision was hardly 
a surprise, environmental and 
conservation groups reacted with 
displeasure. “The administra-
tion ignored science and facts, 
and clearly did not complete a 
promised study on the social, 
economic and environmental 
harm that sulfide-ore copper 
mining would do to America’s 
most popular wilderness,” said 
Alex Falconer, executive direc-
tor of the Campaign to Save the 
Boundary Waters. The Forest 
Service had conducted initial 
public comment hearings as part 
of the scoping for the promised 
study, but the study was never 
completed.

“Trump’s decision is based 
solely on corrupt political 
impulses that ignore the Forest 
Service’s own science and exper-
tise,” said Marc Fink, a Duluth 
attorney representing the Center 
for Biological Diversity in a 
lawsuit against the administra-
tion’s earlier decision to reinstate 
the Twin Metals mineral leases. 
Citing Secretary Perdue’s earlier 
commitment to thoroughly study 
the issue, environmentalists said 

the administration had gone 
back on its word. “The Trump 
Administration broke its word 
to us, to Congress, and to the 
American people when it said it 
would finish the environmental 
assessment  and base decisions 
on facts and science,” said 
Falconer, “It’s clear whose inter-
est this administration is really 
serving, and it’s not that of the 
American people.”

Meanwhile ,  Jobs for 
Minnesotans, a Duluth-based 
group supporting the Twin 
Metals project, lauded the deci-
sion. “Today’s announcement 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is the right decision 
for Minnesota’s future and vali-
dates the existing environmental 
review process – which states the 
proper time to evaluate potential 
impacts of mining projects is 
after they have been proposed,” 
said the group in a statement. 
“This action upholds what 
Minnesotans who believe that 
a mining economy can coexist 
with a treasured environment 
have been saying for nearly two 
years.”

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn Koski Les Hujanen
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2018 Chevy Equinox 
LT AWD

Sale Price
$27,431*

MSRP $32,035

*Sale price includes GM Financial down payment assistance. 
Must finance with GM Financial to qualify. OAC.  See dealer for details.

www.waschkechevrolet.com

Power liftgate, remote starter, heated 
seats, side blind zone alert, rear park 
assist, and rear cross traffic alert. 

Stop in and 
check out the 
all new 2019 
Silverado 1500

over $4,600 

off MSRP!

Here come the ‘19s...



The ongoing 
debate about the pros 
and cons of cop-
per-nickel mining 
near Ely has been 
cast by many as the 
stereotypical clash 
between jobs and the 
environment. It’s a 
familiar means of 
framing the issue, 
but I believe it over-
looks a critical com-
ponent— namely 
that the fundamental 

argument against 
c o p p e r - n i c k e l 
mining near Ely is 
economic, not envi-
ronmental. 

By saying so, I 
don’t mean to give 
short shrift to the 
environmental con-
cerns, which are 
significant. Anyone 
who believes that 
the environmental 
impacts of a cop-
per-nickel mine will 

bear any relationship to the 
effects of Ely’s Pioneer Mine, 
or even modern-day taconite 
mining, is badly misinformed. 
Due to the geological differenc-
es, sulfide-based ore mining is 
inherently far riskier, and those 
risks are heightened dramatically 
in a water-rich environment. 
Given the incalculable value of 
the wilderness resource that a 
copper-nickel mine in the Rainy 
River watershed puts at risk, it 
can credibly be argued that this 
is the worst place on the planet 

for such a mine. 
Supporters argue that the 

risks are worth it for the eco-
nomic boost they believe such 
a mine would bring. 

Yet there is a remarkable 
amount of economic data and 
research, as we reported on 
our front page last week, that 
suggests that a new mine will 
not bring the economic benefits 
that its supporters believe. Ely, 
over the past few decades, has 
made considerable progress pur-
suing amenity-based economic 

development, which is a well-es-
tablished and widely-pursued 
model for economic growth in 
the U.S. Far from boosting the 
economy, there is considerable 
economic research, including 
the study recently produced by 
a pair of Harvard economists, 
that predicts a new mine will 
simply disrupt the progress Ely 
has made and leave the local 
economy weaker overall within 
just a few years. 

I have been active during the 
last six years trying to find a reason 
for the Ely Community Center to 
exist and to ensure its survival, so 
I have some history to share.  In 
2012 a small group of us worked 
to convince the City to keep the 
Community Center and upgrade it 
rather than to vacate it and build 
a new building for the library.   
We were not successful.  Nor 
was a similar group that worked 
to finance upgrades in the 1990s.      

The year 2012 would have 
been a great time to save the build-
ing as a community center because 
it could have had the City’s 
backing.  But as we all know, that 
didn’t happen.  Since that time the 
building has been vacated, had 
the heat turned off and suffered 
some damage.  The City has made 
good faith efforts to maintain the 
building, but empty buildings are 
not easily maintained.  

Without the city’s interest in 
using the building, a sale to an 
interested party becomes the only 
possible alternative short of demo-
lition.  Ely’s Heritage Preservation 
Commission has supported the 
sale of the building.  

Since 2014, the City has 
entertained multiple proposals 
for the Community Center.  In 
the past year, the City has had 
eight.  Generally, these proposals 
fell into two categories.  There 
were proposals from big money 
people who thought that a 30,000 
square foot building for $85,000 
(the asking price), was a good 
deal and they figured they could 
make some money off of it.  These 
people had no business plan, and 
as far as I could tell, no interest 
in Ely.  None of these people 
ever even came to town to see the 
building.  Then there were several 
proposals to restore the building to 
a community center, but although 
the intentions may have been good, 
we never saw a plan.  These people 
have had more than ample time to 
create business plans. 

The Yoons’ proposal was the 
first proposal with a legitimate 
business plan that I have seen (it’s 
available at City Hall if you are 
interested)– their plan included a 

description of their business, their 
strategy, projected incomes and 
expenditures, an analysis of the 
competitive environment, and a 
market analysis.  It’s a 40-page 
document that describes it all.  
They really want to do something 
with the building and they have 
spent considerable time planning 
for it. 

I was able to meet the Yoons 
when they came to Ely to see the 
building.  I offered to provide them 
with my standard driving tour 
of Ely (it’s available at no cost 
during the summer).  They asked 
questions about the educational 
system (they have three small chil-
dren), they asked about crime in 
Ely (they want a safe environment 
for their family), and they wanted 
to meet the guy in the jeep, which 
didn’t actually happen, but they 
were interested.  We completed 
the tour with a stop at Semer’s 
Park where their kids played on 
beach with other children from 
the neighborhood.  

So we have the Yoons, who 
have made what I consider the first 
legitimate offer the City has seen. 
There are no guarantees.  Starting 
and running a small business is 
always hard.   In Ely it’s harder.  
I don’t have to tell the people of 
Ely about that.  But I think these 
people have a shot at it and deserve 
a chance.  If they don’t meet the 
terms of the purchase agreement 
which requires progress on the 
building, the building will revert 
back to the City.

So I welcome our new neigh-
bors, not just because they are nice 
people, although that should be 
reason enough, but also because I 
think they might be able to make 
their project a success and the 
Community Center a vital build-
ing once again.   I hope you will 
welcome them too.  

Celia Domich
Ely

The newest crisis in industrial 
pollution illustrates how often 
government passes the buck and 
lets corporations get away with 
criminal chemical trespass.

 Dicamba is an herbicide made 
for applying to genetically altered 
soybeans. It kills the weeds but 
not the bean plants. The problem 
arises when humidity and rising 
temperatures cooperate to make 
the Dicamba vaporize and then 
travel to a neighbor’s garden, com-
mercial orchard or vegetable farm, 
even state parks. The Dicamba 
destroys every plant in its path that 
is not bred to be resistant, which 
is most trees and other vegetation.

Applicators and farmers are 
not held responsible because they 
claim to spray according to label. 
Government agencies pass the 
buck back and forth because they 
fear the powerful chemical com-
panies and cannot decide juris-
diction. The makers of Dicamba 
claim their research shows that 
their newer versions do not vapor-
ize or travel. Small victims have 
little or no legal recourse with few 
financial resources.

This is similar to the events 
that transpired when Reserve 
Mining was dumping its tailings 
and other illegal pollutants into 
Lake Superior. The DNR and 
Reserve’s parent companies 
denied, lied and obfuscated until 
the commercial fishermen brought 
evidence to bear and the MPCA 
stepped in with a lawsuit. You can 
read about it in Grant Merritt’s new 
book, “Water and Iron.”

   Proponents of Cu-Ni mining 
say that Minnesota has the most 
strict environmental laws in the 
nation. Yet, the mining industry 
states that they cannot comply 
with the sulfate mandate restric-
tions because it is too expensive. 
Minntac’s unlined tailings pond 
has leaked for decades with no end 
in sight, and the Sand River and 
Dark River are its depositories. 
Records of abundant wild rice in 
the Sand River system are just that, 
a past occurrence.

   Often it seems that we live in 
a corporate-ocracy, not a democ-
racy, if even agencies assigned 
to govern cannot make industries 
do what they are supposed to do. 
That’s why I have no enthusiasm 
for the claims of proponents of 
Cu-Ni mining in our water-rich 
environment.

Mark Roalson 
Hoyt Lakes

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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OPINION

Letters from Readers

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Election process
Tower City Council is failing to take the 
primary election breakdown seriously

When will government 
start to really regulate 
big business?

See  ECONOMICS...pg. 5

Copper-nickel? The data say it’s bad economics

Ely should welcome  
the CC’s new owners

As we reported two 
weeks ago, St. Louis 
County officials conduct-
ed an investigation into 
the handling of the Aug. 
14 primary election in 
the city of Tower. Their 
findings were stunning, 
documenting fundamen-
tal failures in all aspects 
of the election process— 
from pre-election testing 
of equipment, to elec-
tion administration and 
training, to election day 
process, to reporting of 
results, to post-vote han-
dling of ballots. 

These findings were 
included in an Aug. 24 
letter to members of 
the Tower City Council 
from County Elections 
Supervisor Phil Chapman. 

That letter did not 
appear on the council’s 
Aug. 27 meeting agenda, 
nor did it appear on the 
council agenda during 
their Sept. 10 meeting 
earlier this week. Trivial 
correspondence to the 
city regularly appears on 
the city’s agenda. Yet a 
detailed letter from the 
county elections super-
visor detailing system-
atic failure in a recent 
city election, and which 
orders the city to pay for 
retraining of its city clerk, 
somehow fails to warrant 
the council’s attention?

Citizens in Tower 
should be very concerned. 

The county investi-
gation revealed a failure 
of duty on the part of the 
city’s election administra-
tor that is unacceptable. It 
reflects disregard for her 
sworn obligations and an 
unwillingness to own up to 
her failures. And the only 
reason we know about 
these failures is because, 
in this instance, we had 
an outside authority who 
actually looked into it. 
The city council had no 
intention of investigating 
the matter, nor does it 
believe anyone should be 
held accountable for a fun-
damental breakdown of 
a constitutional process.

The city clerk has 
attempted to blame the 
county for the election 
disaster, which is ridicu-
lous. It wasn’t St. Louis 
County that failed to 
conduct the pre-elec-
tion testing of the city’s 
vote-counting equipment 
and auto-mark machine 
as required by law, and 
then certified that the 
testing had been conduct-
ed properly. It wasn’t St. 
Louis County that forced 

the city clerk to process 
absentee ballots contrary 
to state law. It wasn’t St. 
Louis County that report-
ed 345 ballots in the city’s 
ballot box at the end of the 
primary voting on Aug. 
14, when only 131 voters 
had signed-in to obtain 
a ballot. Those numbers 
were reported by the city 
clerk, and as far as we 
know, no one on the city 
council has inquired as to 
how such a number was 
reported to the county. 
Rather, it appears the 
council is content to 
sweep the whole matter 
under the rug.

By failing to address 
the results of the county 
investigation publicly, the 
council has done nothing 
to demonstrate that they 
take this matter seriously. 
Which means city res-
idents have real reason 
to question the conduct 
of the upcoming general 
election. The city can’t 
rely on the county to do 
the city’s job. Ultimately, 
it is the city of Tower 
that is responsible for 
the administration of its 
elections and we have real 
concerns about whether a 
day of retraining for the 
clerk, as ordered by the 
county, will make much 
difference. The rules of 
election procedure are 
readily available to all 
election officials, as they 
are to the public. In reality, 
the conduct of the Aug. 
14 primary suggests that 
officials in Tower simply 
did not care enough to do 
their jobs properly. 

The city has an obli-
gation to its residents 
to guarantee that the 
general election is run 
properly— which is why 
they should arrange for a 
qualified outside observer 
to monitor and offer guid-
ance on the administration 
of the general election in 
Tower this year.

Yes, this will cost 
money, just as it will cost 
city taxpayers money to 
send the city clerk for 
elections retraining. But 
voting is a constitutional 
right and the city cannot 
allow a repeat of last 
month’s disaster. What’s 
more, some of the races on 
the ballot this year could 
be very close contests, 
and the last thing the city 
of Tower wants is to have 
its balloting procedures 
become central to recount 
litigation. Just ask the 
folks in Florida. 



It was with some sadness I 
read Steve Johnson’s letter last 
week. Although titled “Celebrate 
the life of a real hero: Aretha 
Franklin” he only talked of her 
in three sentences. 

The article went on to rant 
about deceased Senator McCain 
and our government. Even at 
that, it was a bit short on content 
and long on anger and frustration. 
It reminded me why many of us 
choose not to text or Facebook, 
too much emotion, too little 
content.

Wisdom is the ability to live 
in knowledge and truth. Wisdom 
chooses words that build, not tear 
down. I believe the subscribers 
of the Timberjay deserve better. 
I wish for more wisdom in the 
author’s life. 

Bud Van Deusen
Ely

The 2018 election season is 
just around the corner and many 
of us are engaged in picking our 
candidates based on their stance 
on issues we view as important. 
Some campaign promises come 
true after the election, but sooner 
or later the next political wave 
comes in and reverses many of 
those funding or policy changes.

Thankfully, most issues are 
transitory, and any damage done 
can often be remedied. But there 
are some things that we can’t fix 
once we break them.

Water. It’s one of those 
things. We’ve let hazardous 
chemicals pollute our groundwa-
ter, lakes, and rivers. And despite 
decades of spending by our 
federal and state governments’ 
clean water programs, we can’t 

make them clean enough for 
recreation or drinking. Impaired 
waters tend to stay that way.

Similarly, we have little 
recourse once aquatic invasive 
species pollute our lakes and 
rivers. Those waters are changed 
forever. As a state, we spend 
significant sums of money every 
year to live with these invaders. 
And the spending increases as 
our list of infested waters grows.

This August, the DNR 
announced that starry stonewort 
was discovered in Medicine 
Lake. Starry stonewort is yet 
another game-changing AIS for 
Minnesota’s public waters. Our 
state’s first infestation of this 
nasty invasive species was found 
at Lake Koronis in Paynesville 
in 2015, and in just three years 
it spread to 11 other lakes. 
Could we have stopped starry 
stonewort from spreading? The 
short answer is yes, but it would 
have been an unpopular solution 
for those boaters who claim that 
access to our public waters is 
their right. Creative efforts are 
figuring out ways to live with 
starry stonewort, but these come 
at high financial costs that go 
on year after year following an 
infestation. Sadly, no simple 
remedy is in sight for lakes that 
get starry stonewort.

So as you choose your candi-
dates during this election season, 
consider their stance on protect-
ing our state’s public waters. Do 
they accept today’s approaches 
to dealing with aquatic invasive 
species? Do they accept the risks 
to our groundwater and surface 
water associated with oil pipe-
lines and sulfide mining in the 
Iron Range? Or are they com-
mitted to keeping our problems 
with groundwater and surface 
water from getting worse?

Candidates of every party 
should have protection of our 
water very high on their priority 

list. We are lucky to have an 
abundance of water in Minnesota 
and it is a big part of our heritage.

Protecting the water in the 
land of 10,000 lakes should be 
the legacy that we leave for future 
generations and it should be a 
non-partisan issue.

Our candidates for Congress 
could push back on the easing 
of regulations for groundwater 
pollution and they can work to 
enhance federal AIS rules and 
regulations. 

Our candidates for Governor 
should have protection of the 
state’s groundwater and surface 
waters front and center in their 
platform as the state’s protector 
of our heritage around water.

As an idea, ask where they 
stand on broadening boat rental 
programs to reduce the spread 
of AIS from transient boaters.

Our candidates for State 
Representative could work to 
establish new statutes to protect 
the groundwater and surface 
waters from pollution and AIS. 
As an idea, ask where they stand 
on establishing boat inspections 
at the borders to stop AIS from 
entering and exiting Minnesota.

Water is one of the most 
pressing concerns to the world. 
Minnesota’s abundance of 
freshwater should come with 
responsibility to protect it. Let’s 
show our leadership to our chil-
dren, the first to suffer through 
our inaction.

Joe Schneider
Minnesota Coalition of 
Lake Associations 

In the Aug. 22 edition of 
the Mesabi Daily News, David 
Lislegard, Aurora Mayor and 
candidate for House District 
seat 6B, offered commentary 
concerning the Minnesota DNR 

and Gov.Mark Dayton’s lack 
of support for Cleveland-Cliffs 
efforts to purchase mineral leases 
from the DNR from the bankrupt 
Essar Steel.  

Gov. Dayton then responded 
to Lislegard in an open letter.  
“It is unfair to blame the DNR 
for these problems.  If you need 
someone to blame, blame me.”  
“Neither the DNR nor I have 
been trying to tell anyone on 
the Range what to do.  Rather, 
we have done our very best to 
work in partnership to complete 
this project and begin producing 
pellets and jobs.”

Oh, really Governor?  You 
are partnering with the mining 
companies to produce pellets and 
jobs?  Your words are refuted by 
the facts.  Have you forgotten that 
in March 2016 you contacted the 
Bureau of Land Management to 
weigh in on the federal mineral 
leases held by Twin Metals 
Minnesota urging that their 
leases with the government not 
be renewed?

Because of your urgings, 
Twin Metals’ leases with the 
government were not renewed, 
causing the proposed project to 
suffer delay, resulting in the loss 
of jobs in Twin Metals’ offices 
in Ely and St. Paul, and in other 
related industries serving the 
mining companies.

Have you forgotten about 
the directive you issued to 
Minnesota DNR Commissioner 
Landwehr that banned explora-
tion and mineral  development 
on 141,000 acres  of Minnesota 
Public School Trust lands 
and tax-forfeited lands in the 
Superior National Forest?:  

Soon thereafter Governor, 
you defended your decision 
with a statement carried by the 
Mesabi Daily News:  “Since I 
stopped the leasing of state land 
for exploratory drilling for the 
Twin Metals copper-nickel mine 

at the edge of the [BWCA], I have 
been accused of being against the 
Iron Range and against mining. 
I’m neither.”  

Have  you  fo rgo t t en 
Governor Dayton, that in a press 
release carried by the Associated 
Press in December 2016, you 
again demonstrated your opposi-
tion to Twin Metals Minnesota’s 
proposed $1.6 billion dollar 
mining project, saying about 
the proposed Twin Metals cop-
per-nickel underground mine: 
“I don’t think it’s ever dead. It’s 
stymied at present.  And if the 
Trump administration doesn’t 
intervene and override what 
President Obama has decided, 
it’s not going to go forward.”  
All of this at a time when Twin 
Metals Minnesota had already 
invested more than $400 million 
dollars in the proposed project.

Your policy decisions and 
the actions you took regarding 
Twin Metals’ $1.6 billion dollar 
proposed mining project that 
will employ 650 people, if not 
reversed by our next governor, 
will continue to stifle job creation 
and significantly harm K-12 
education in Minnesota.  

You are right Governor 
Dayton.  It is unfair to blame the 
DNR for these problems.  You 
are the one to blame for these 
problems. Your statement that 
“neither the DNR nor I have been 
trying to tell anyone on the Range 
what to do” is overwhelmingly 
contrary to the facts.  

As Aurora Mayor Lislegard 
wrote, “We have truly grown 
tired of being told what is best 
for the Iron Range.”  

Gerald M. Tyler
Chairman
Up North Jobs Inc.
Ely

ECONOMICS...Continued from page 4

Letters from Readers

TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                                 September 14, 2018    5

EMAILS...Continued from page 3

An open letter to 
Gov. Mark Dayton

The evidence for Ely’s 
recent success is over-
whelming, and it isn’t just 
limited to Ely. In commu-
nities along the edge of the 
Boundary Waters and the 
Superior National Forest, 
we have seen significantly 
higher rates of in-migra-
tion of residents from 
other areas than most other 
non-metro counties in 
Minnesota. High percent-
ages of those migrants are 
professional and well-ed-
ucated, and bring relative-
ly high incomes, either 
through ongoing earn-
ings or investments, that 
are spent in the regional 
economy. Because many 
of these new residents, 
who we can call “lifestyle 
residents” are not tied to a 
location for their employ-
ment, they are highly 
mobile. If the qualities that 
draw lifestyle residents to 
Ely are threatened, some 
will choose to relocate. 
Many more will simply 
look elsewhere without 
ever considering our area. 

Keep in mind, we’re 
not talking about relatively 
low-paying tourism jobs 
versus mining employ-
ment. Tourism jobs are a 
nice bonus, but I’ve never 
viewed them as the basis 
for a vibrant, year-round 
economy. The jobs lost 
from short-circuiting Ely’s 
amenity-based economic 
activity include the often 
high-paying professions 
that these new residents 
bring with them, along 
with jobs that provide 
support services for these 
new residents, including 
sectors like construction, 
real estate, finance, insur-
ance, building supplies, 

home furnishings, and 
some kinds of light man-
ufacturing. 

These are solidly 
middle-class jobs we’re 
talking about here. This 
isn’t a question of mining 
jobs versus tourism jobs. 
That’s a false argument 
made by people who 
should know better.

The recent Harvard 
study used a standard eco-
nomic model to examine 
72 different economic 
scenarios with mining, and 
without. In all but three, 
the Ely area economy did 
better without mining than 
with it. 

And the Harvard 
study overlooked one 
very important factor. In 
its analysis, the economists 
looked at a 20-year time 
horizon assuming that a 
mine is opened this year. 
And it found that in the 
first few years the added 
income from mine con-
struction and initial mining 
would lead to more jobs 
and local income in the 
area economy. But it also 
found that over five-to-ten 
years, the disappearance 
of some existing lifestyle 
residents, who would 
choose to relocate, along 
with a modest reduction 
in the in-migration of 
new lifestyle residents, 
was significant enough to 
leave the Ely area economy 
worse off in terms of jobs 
and local income. 

I believe the nega-
tive economic impacts 
of mining would actually 
be much worse, because 
we all know a new Twin 
Metals mine won’t be 
built this year. The earliest 
such a mine could open is 

a decade from now, and 
that’s wildly optimistic.

That means that the 
negative effects from a 
slowing of in-migration 
of new lifestyle residents 
and the gradual departure 
of some who already live 
here, will begin now, 
while the temporary (and 
still highly speculative) 
economic benefits of a pos-
sible new mine won’t be 
achieved for 10-20 years. 

That means the eco-
nomic costs to Ely’s 
economy will have 10-20 
years to accumulate before 
the short-term boost a mine 
might bring even occurs. 
Under this more realistic 
scenario, Ely’s economy 
begins to see the down-
sides of mining whether 
or not a mine is ever built. 
And that means that Ely, 
in the end, never sees an 
economic upside (not even 
a temporary one) from a 
new mine.

Those who doubt the 
impact of lifestyle resi-
dents on the Ely economy 
should take a look at 
the report we issued last 
August, “Ely’s golden 
goose: how the townships 
drive Ely’s economy,” 
which clearly demon-
strated that the townships 
(where most lifestyle res-
idents reside) provide the 
lion’s share of local spend-
ing that maintains the Ely 
area economy.

The divide within 
the community over this 
issue further hampers 
Ely’s economic progress. 
While some people don’t 
mind conflict, many do, 
and the conflict within the 
community over this issue, 
which will now carry on 

for decades, is guaranteed 
to cost the area economy. 
Under the amenity-based 
model of economic devel-
opment, economic prog-
ress is made through the 
individual decisions of 
thousands of people who 
choose to relocate to a 
community that offers 
them the lifestyle they 
desire. If Ely is seen as a 
community that’s hostile 
to new residents, or as a 
place where the amenities 
these potential new resi-
dents seek are under threat 
from industrial develop-
ment and pollution, most 
will simply choose to go 
elsewhere. 

There are dozens of 
economic studies to back 
up these arguments, and 
I cited several last week. 
This week, I’m including 
a bibliography below in 
case readers want to check 
out some of the research 
themselves. 

I recognize those who 
support the Twin Metals 
project may have a differ-
ent view. But where are the 
economic studies to show 
that copper-nickel mining 
will actually benefit Ely’s 
economy? The Skurla 
study, produced by UMD’s 
Labovitz School in 2012, 
which is touted all the time 
by copper-nickel mining 
boosters, is highly out-
dated. Besides, 90-percent 
of the economic impact 
it projected came from 
anticipated development 
in the taconite industry. 
It attributed barely 600 
direct jobs to non-ferrous 
forms of mining, and none 
of those new jobs have 
arrived. Nor have the 5,000 
new taconite jobs that the 

study predicted. There are 
no more workers in the tac-
onite industry today than 
there were when the study 
was produced. If anything, 
the Skurla study was 
just another example of 
how frequently hopes are 
dashed on the Mesabi Iron 
Range because its mining 
dependent economy relies 
on hugely expensive and 
risky investments in pro-
duction capacity for com-
modities that fluctuate 
wildly in price. 

The bottom line is this. 
If there were economic 
data to suggest that a new 
copper-nickel mine near 
Ely would create long-
term economic prosperity 
above and beyond the 
current economic model, 
one could at least argue 
about whether the envi-
ronmental and related 
economic risks associat-
ed with the project were 
justifiable. But when the 
economic data points to 
just the opposite, there is 
no longer an argument, just 
stubborn refusal to face 
the facts. For Ely political 
leaders to continue to push 
for a mine in the face of 
such evidence is question-
able. While the community 
spends the next decades 
fighting over it, potential 
economic progress will be 
lost. And a new mine risks 
killing Ely’s sustainable 
golden goose for short-
term benefit at most, while 
leaving the community 
worse off economically 
than it is today. Smart 
political leaders would 
recognize there’s little to 
gain, and far too much 
to lose in the pursuit of 
copper-nickel mining at 

the end of the road. 
But don’t take my 

word for it. Read some of 
the studies for yourself. 
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Ask your polticians 
where they stand on 
AIS prevention

We all deserve better

a spokesperson that he 
had “staked his career on 
character and integrity’,” 
Al Netland, a Duluth res-
ident quoted in the DFL’s 

statement. “Today, it’s 
clear that Pete Stauber 
thinks there’s one set of 
rules for him, and one set of 
rules for everybody else.”

The DFL has called 
for Stauber to release the 
emails to be transpar-
ent with taxpayers since 
the county email servers 

are paid for through tax 
money. But St. Louis 
County has denied a public 
information request for the 
emails arguing that they 

are not subject to public 
disclosure unless Stauber 
were to agree because 
they are considered cor-
respondence between an 

elected official and an 
individual, which is con-
sidered private under the 
Minnesota Government 
Data Practices Act. 



Joint Powers 
Recreation Board 
to meet Sept. 28

TOWER- The Joint 
Powers Recreation Board 
will meet on Friday, Sept. 
28 at 8:30 a.m. at Good 
Ol’ Days. Requests for 
funding should be made 
in writing, prior to the 
meeting, to either Ju-
lie Suihkonen or Linda 
Keith (Tower City Hall).

Movie Night 
at St. James 
Presbyterian on 
Sunday, Sept. 16

TOWER- Enjoy a 
movie at St. James Pres-
byterian Church in Tow-
er on Sunday, Sept. 16 
starting at 6 p.m. The fea-
tured movie is “Hidden 
Secrets.” This charming 
and irresistible film ex-
plores the lasting impact 

a group of close friends 
has on one another de-
spite drifting apart over 
the years. Reunited at the 
funeral of hometown hero 
Chris Hayden, friends 
find tensions escalating 
rapidly as their darkest 
secrets are revealed. Jer-
emy rediscovers the love 
of his life and is caught 
between his childhood 
sweetheart and his new 
fiancée. As the embers 
of their past relationship 
reignite, Jeremy must 
seek God’s ultimate will 
for his life. Meanwhile 
Gary, the agnostic, ques-
tions everyone’s faith as 
this close-knit group of 
friends learn to stand firm 
in the face of adversity. 
Pastor Wexler encourag-
es them not to give up but 
follow the truth that Chris 
Hayden lived.

St. Martin’s Fall 
Dinner set for 
Sept. 23

TOWER- St. Mar-
tin’s Annual Fall Dinner 
will be held on Sunday, 
Sept. 23.  The dinner will 
be served in the church 
social hall from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Nick 
Tekautz will once again 
be our featured chef for 
the pork dinner. Ticket 
prices are $10 for adults, 
$5 for children under 13, 
$25 for families (two 
adults, two children) and 
children under five are 
free. Tickets may be pur-
chased from any member 
of our Ladies’ Circles, at 
the rectory, or at the door. 
Takeouts are available. 
We hope that you will 
join us in celebrating the 
arrival of fall.

Red Hat Belles to 
meet Sept. 18

TOWER- The North-
ern Red Hat Belles will 
meet for a catered lunch 
on Tuesday, Sept. 18 at 
12 noon at Sulu’s Espres-

so Café in Tower. The 
menu will include sand-
wich loaf and sides at a 
cost of $16 (tax and tip 
included). For reserva-
tions, please call Janice at 
218-248-8460 by Friday, 
Sept. 14.

The Magic of 
Scarf Tying on 
Sept. 19

TOWER- The Tow-
er Soudan Civic Club 
(TSCC) invites area res-
idents to an informative 
and entertaining pre-
sentation, The Magic of 
Scarf Tying. Betty Irons 
will show how to perk 
up outfits. She will also 
feature decorative clips 
and fasteners to keep the 
scarves in place. Irons, 
author of the book “Ty-
ing it All Together,” will 
demonstrate many differ-
ent styles featured in her 
book. If you are worried 
about remembering your 
favorite scarf style, the 
book will be available for 
purchase. A lucky draw-
ing winner will be able to 

take one home.
The meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, Sept. 
19 at the Tower Civic 
Center at 7 p.m. 

“Everyone is wel-
come to attend the meet-
ing, including newcom-
ers interested in joining 
our club,” says Linda 
Haugen, Program Chair-
man. TSCC meets the 
third Wednesday of most 
months. In October, the 
club will feature Brittany 
Foster, local artist who 
will present a program on 
jewelry making.

TSHS Class of ’59 
to celebrate 59 
years on Sept. 16

TOWER- The Tow-
er-Soudan Class of 1959 
is celebrating their 59th 
year since graduating. 
They are planning a casu-
al get together on Sunday, 
Sept. 16 at 2 p.m. in the 
dining room at the Ver-
million Club and will or-
der off the menu. Spouses 
and guests are welcome. 
If possible, please RSVP 

to George Peyla at 218-
753-6228 or bngpeyla@
gmail.com so the VC 
knows how many to ex-
pect. If plans change, 
come even if you don’t 
RSVP.

Passing the 
Family Cabin On, 
Sept. 19  

TOWER- If your 
goal is to pass on the 
family cabin to the next 
generation, planning 
ahead is crucial. Kelly 
Klun from the Klun Law 
Office will be at the Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary 
School library at 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Sept. 19. 

Participants must 
pre-register so plans can 
be made accordingly for 
class space and materials.  
Please call or text Leone 
Graf to pre-register at 
218-343-3744.  If no an-
swer, please leave a mes-
sage with how to spell 
your name and the class 
you are interested in and 
the date of the class.  
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TOWER FARMERS MARKET

COMMUNITY EVENTS AND NOTICES

Wednesday, Sept. 19
starting at 8:30 a.m.

Residents should expect
discolored water.

Breitung Township
will be

flushing hydrants
in Soudan on

HYDRANT
FLUSHING

… An event dedicated to  
Senior Adults’ Healthy Lifestyles,  
Education and Caregiver Support 

Cost of $5.00 includes lunch 

9:00-10:00  Join us for Coffee & Vendor Viewing  
 

This year’s Expo will feature a wide variety of 
presentations by area experts. 

 

Presentation topics for this year’s Expo: 
 

Innovations and Tech for Living with Dementia 
Tips for a Dementia Friendly Community 

Gardening for Health and Well-being 
Aging Gracefully Includes Taking Care of Your Smile 

Bridges to Community Health 
Pain Management and Opioid Use and Abuse 

Mental Wellness Resources 
 

2:45 Drawing for Door Prizes  

Formerly Elder Expo Ely! 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Amici’s Event Center 

 

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
1-800-450-9278 

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

Northwoods Transfer Station 
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt 

Winter Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: 11am—5pm 

Regional Landfill 
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

Soudan Canister Site 
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun  

8am—5pm 

Household Hazardous Waste 
Facility 

5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 
Hours 

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

County 77 Canister Site 
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp 

Winter Hours 
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 

Embarrass Canister Site 
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

Aurora Transfer Station 
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

Cook Transfer Station 
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

Area Solid Waste 
Facility 

site hours 

Tower 
Farmers 
Market 
celebrates 
with music

Besides getting 
some free tastes 
of locally-grown fruits 
and vegetables, vis-
itors to the Tower 
Farmers Market last 
Friday got a free con-
cert by the Accidental 
Ensemble of Ely, 
which was spon-
sored by the Mesabi 
Symphony Orchestra. 
Vendors plan on being 
at the market, Fridays 
from 4 - 6 p.m. through 
the end of September.
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Week of  Sept. 17

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Sept. 18.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Next meeting is 
Thursday, Sept. 27 at 
4:45 p.m. Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday, Sept. 19; Oct. 10, 31; Nov. 21 

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule
Transfer station

Hwy. 77 Canister
Summer Hours through Sept. 30
Tuesday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Recycling canisters  available 
daily at the Greenwood Town 
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278

Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

Read 
It Here

AEOA Senior 
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermil-
ion Country School and 
AEOA sponsor a senior 
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All 
meals include salad bar, 
fruit, choice of beverage, 
and dessert.  

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before, 
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs available. Se-
niors age 60 and older 
who have registered for 
the program and their 
partners qualify for spe-
cial pricing of $4 per 
meal, but all ages are 
welcome at the regular 
rate of $5.75. There are 
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served 
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call 
the school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for res-
ervations, or call AEOA 
at 1-800-662-5711 ext. 
7323 for the one-time 
registration process.

Homebound seniors 
can sign up for meal de-
livery. To register for the 
new Meals on Wheels, 
or for more information, 
please call AEOA Senior 
Nutrition at 218-735-
6899. 

Week of Sept. 17
Monday- Sloppy 

Joes, Tater Tots
Tuesday- Chunky 

Chicken Gravy over 
Mashed Potatoes, Dinner 
Roll, Green Beans

Wednesday- Taco 
Salad, Corn Muffin

Thursday- Rotini 
with Meat Sauce, Garlic 
Bread Stick

Friday- Pizza, Mixed 
Fruit

Fridays: 4-6 PM
at the train depot

Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.
All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

Tower-Soudan Kindergarten teacher Wendy Jordan poses with her new students on their first 
day. Jordan, who lives in Cook, was a special education teacher at Tower-Soudan last year. 
Jordan is very excited to be working with this great group of early learners. Erin Peitso, who 
was the Kindergarten teacher for the past several years, was assigned to the Northeast Range 
Elementary School for this year. photo by J. Summit

Right: Parents and 
their young children 
visited during the Early 
Childhood Family 
Education open house 
event on Sept. 6. ECFE 
classes, for parents and 
their infants, toddlers, 
and preschoolers, will 
begin on Thursday, Sept. 
20. Learning Readiness, 
a program for preschool-
ers the year before 
Kindergarten, is also 
now underway. photo by 
S. Ukkola

Newly-pinned St. Louis County Deputy Sheriff Tanner Banks, of Soudan, 
is pictured above with his father Trevor, a 24-year veteran of the depart-
ment. Tanner was sworn in on Sept. 6 in Duluth. He started his training 
with the county back in April and has completed his initial field training.
Tanner is one of eight new St. Louis County deputy sheriffs who took an 
oath to serve last week. The St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office is respon-
sible for all law enforcement activity in the unincorporated areas of St. 
Louis County, as well as several cities. Sheriff’s deputies operate out of 
regional offices in Duluth, Virginia and Hibbing, with additional stations 
in Ely and Mountain Iron. submitted photo

A new 
sheriff 
in the 
family



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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ELY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Tuesday Group 
schedule

ELY - The upcom-
ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

Sept. 18 - Chuck 
Dayton and Steve 
Piragis - Spitzbergen

Sept. 25 – Bill 
Tefft of the Ely Field 
Naturalists - Turkey 
Vultures

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Ely Food Shelf 
will be open 
on Sept. 19

ELY - The Ely Area 
Food Shelf, located at 15 
West Conan Street, will 
be open on Wednesday, 
Sept. 19 from 11 a.m. 
until 6 p.m.  Shopping 
assistance is available 
from 4-6 p.m. 

For further informa-
tion please call 235-8527 
or visit the Ely Area Food 
Shelf website. 

The Food Shelf 
welcomes and appre-
ciates volunteers, food 
donations and monetary 
donations.

In Brief

ELY - Ely area resi-
dents will get a chance to 
hold the moon in the next 
few weeks when the  Ely 
Public Library will have 
on loan a lunar sample 
disk containing samples 
brought back from NASA 
Apollo missions between 
1969 and 1972.

“This is really a special 
opportunity for Ely,” said 
Library Director Rachel 
Heinrich.  “It’s pretty 
amazing to hold even a 
small piece of the moon 
in your hands.”  

Heinrich took the 
required lunar certifica-
tion course that allows 
the library to borrow 
the samples as part of 
the library’s NASA@My 
Library partnership.  The 
disk will include three 
rock and three soil samples 
from the Johnson Space 
Center that were collect-
ed by Apollo astronauts.  
All of the library’s events 
planned around these 
samples are free and open 
to the public.

The first moon rock 
program will center on the 
“Apollo Missions to the 
Moon” on Friday, Sept. 
28, at 6:30 p.m.   A basic 
overview of the Apollo 
missions will start off 
the evening, followed by 
a look at how materials 
are stored for research 
purposes in the Johnson 
Space Center, and then 
the attendees will have a 
chance to look at the lunar 
disc up close.  “This event 
will be geared more toward 
high school and adult ages, 
but younger students are 
welcome,” Heinrich said.  

The lunar fun contin-
ues on Thursday, Oct. 4, 
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., 
with a “Field Trip to the 
Moon” program.  “During 

this period, the library 
will act as a mini science 
museum with hands-on 
stations scattered through-
out the building for patrons 
to learn more about the 
moon,” she said.  “Of 
course, one of these sta-
tions will be an opportu-
nity to take a close look 
at the moon samples.  
This program is geared 
toward families, but all are 
welcome to come in and 
try the activities.”

On Monday, Oct. 8, 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
there will be a last oppor-
tunity for those patrons 

who just want to see the 
moon samples. “During 
this period, individuals 
can drop by to take a look 
at the lunar samples and 
some other materials in 
a quieter environment as 
their schedule permits,” 
Heinrich said.

All of the programs 
are part of the library’s 
NASA@My Library part-
nership.  The NASA@
My Library project 
is led by the National 
Center for Interactive 
Learning at the Space 
Science Institute.  Partners 
include the American 

Library Associa t ion 
(ALA) Public Programs 
Office, Pacific Science 
Center, Cornerstones of 
Science, and Education 
Development Center.  
NASA@My Library is 
made possible through 
the  suppor t  o f  the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA) Science Mission 
Directorate as part of 
its STEM Activation 
program.  The lunar 
sample disk is on loan 
from NASA’s Johnson 
Space Center.

Learn about moon rocks

The Ely Public Library will have on loan a lunar sample disk containing 
samples brought back from NASA Apollo missions. The first program 
will be held on Friday, Sept. 28. photo courtesy of NASA

Above:
Connor Stalmer and Braden 
Jonas, both 6, sit in a U.S. 
Army Jeep at Big Truck Nite 
last Thursday.

Left: 
Owen Vasil, 8, stands on 
the back of the Ely Fire 
Department ladder truck.

photos by K. Vandervort
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LOCAL HERITAGE News in Brief

… An event dedicated to  
Senior Adults’ Healthy Lifestyles,  
Education and Caregiver Support 

Cost of $5.00 includes lunch 

9:00-10:00  Join us for Coffee & Vendor Viewing  
 

This year’s Expo will feature a wide variety of 
presentations by area experts. 

 

Presentation topics for this year’s Expo: 
 

Innovations and Tech for Living with Dementia 
Tips for a Dementia Friendly Community 

Gardening for Health and Well-being 
Aging Gracefully Includes Taking Care of Your Smile 

Bridges to Community Health 
Pain Management and Opioid Use and Abuse 

Mental Wellness Resources 
 

2:45 Drawing for Door Prizes  

Formerly Elder Expo Ely! 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Amici’s Event Center 

 

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department 
1-800-450-9278 

Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

Embarrass Canister Site 
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 

Hours 
Sat: 12:30—4:30pm  

Thu: 10am—5pm 

Aurora Transfer Station 
5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora 

Hours 
Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm 

Tue, Wed:10am—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

Northwoods Transfer Station 
9384 Hwy 21 N. Ely/Babbitt 

Winter Hours 
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm 

Tue: 9:30am—3pm 
Wed: 11am—5pm 

Regional Landfill 
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

Soudan Canister Site 
5160 Hwy 169, Soudan 

Hours 
Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun: 

8am—5pm 

Household Hazardous Waste 
Facility 

5345  Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 
Hours 

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm 

Area Solid Waste 
Facility 

site hours 

Updated grant applications and guidelines are 
available online at  www.gardnertrust .or g 

APPLICATION  DEADLINE  IS:
12:00 noon on Fri., Oct. 26 

 

We are now accepting 

 for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants, 
Scholarships & Operational Funding 

If you have a band instrument collecting dust, 
we would love to take it off your hands! 

The Ely Band Program is growing and our 
collection of school instruments is dwindling. 

We are in desperate need of clarinets, 
trumpets, alto saxophones, and trombones. 

Calling all 
unused band 
instruments! 

Email Sarah Mason (K-12 Band/Music Teacher) 

at smason@ely.k12.mn.us

ELY – The local branch of the American 
Association of University Women and the Ely Rotary 
Club will host a St. Louis County Commissioner can-
didate forum on Thursday, Sept.20, beginning at 7 p.m. 
at Vermilion Community College Theater. 

This informative evening allows community 
members to meet and hear both of the District 4 can-
didates, Paul McDonald and Bernie Mettler, answer 
questions and express their views on topics relevant 
to the role of St. Louis County Commissioner.

The objective is to inform as many people as 
possible about the positions of each candidate.

In addition to prepared questions by the AAUW 
Ely branch and Ely Rotary, written questions from the 
audience will be posed to the candidates.  

One of these candidates will be elected to replace 
Tom Rukavina as the St. Louis County Commissioner 
for this district. The forum will be broadcast live on 
WELY radio.

County District 4 candidate 
forum set for Sept. 20 in Ely

Miss Ely pageant set for Sept. 28
ELY – The 2018 Miss Ely and Little Miss Ely 

Scholarship Competition and Coronation Pageant will 
be held at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 28 in the Washington 
School Auditorium.

Admission is $5 with all proceeds going toward 
academic scholarships.

Miss Ely candidates and business sponsors are 
Jess Anderson, sponsored by Timber Trail Lodge, 
and Kenzie Peterson, sponsored by Boundary Waters 
Care Center.

Little Miss Ely candidates and the business spon-
sors include Audrey Engen, sponsored by Salon No. 
10, Kayla Larsen, sponsored by Tara Kay Photography, 
and Lindi Zemke, sponsored by Heavy Metal Sports.

Miss Ely is a non-profit academic and community 
service-based program, sponsored by Studio North 
Dance and Fitness Center.

Gardner Trust offers arts grants
ELY - The Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust’s 

second grant cycle of the year has a grant application 
deadline at noon on Friday, Oct. 26.

 “The Trust has again spent some time reviewing a 
couple of the grant applications,” said Keiko Williams, 
the Trust’s executive director. “The Trust tries to review 
and update different grant programs each year so that 
the guidelines and application are more clear.” 

Applicants should note that the Individual Artist 
and organization Project Grants have been updated. 
Youth Grant applicants are reminded that they need 
to schedule a grant review meeting with Williams in 
order to go over their draft application. “This should 
really help the individual youth to make their applica-
tions as compelling as possible,” she said. Youth Grant 
applicants must call and schedule their grant review 
meeting by Monday, Oct. 1. 

Grant forms and eligibility requirements are 
available on the Gardner Humanities Trust website at 
www.gardnertrust.org. Those without internet access 
can contact Williams by phone at 218-365-2639 or 
email at info@gardnertrust.org to have an application 
mailed to them. Completed applications can be mailed 
to the Trust office at P.O. Box 720, Ely, MN 55731 
or dropped off at the Ely City Hall, Clerk’s Office, at 
209 E. Chapman Street.

www.timberjay.com

DULUTH - From a small 
town with a current population of 
3,460 at the 2017 census, seven 
former residents of Ely now make 
their home at the Benedictine 
Living Community of Duluth. 

Ely is located on the 
Vermilion Iron Range, and is 
historically home to several iron 
ore mines. Today the city of Ely 
is best known as a popular entry 
point for the Boundary    Waters 
Canoe Area; the International 
Wolf Center, and the North 
American Bear Center. But to our 
seven residents, Ely is known for 
some very special memories.

To the Baumans, Len and 
Beth (YIE 1959-2000), it was a 
good place to raise their six sons 
and five daughters. Len shared 
how after closure, many of the 
mines filled with water, ultimate-
ly becoming lakes with fish. On 
a late spring day, after school 
as he was a teacher, Len would 
catch a few fresh walleyes for the 
dinner table Beth had prepared 
for the family. Best of Ely for 
the Baumans: “Potica” made by 
wonderful bakers in Ely. And 
by the way, the 11 kids added to 
the family 30 grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren 24 and 25 are 
on the way this year.

With the exception of Art’s 
time in the Air Force, Jeanne 
(Young) Tome (YIE 1936-2018) 
and Art Tome (YIE 1931-2018) 
spent all of their lives in Ely. 
Together they raised their two 
sons and a daughter in the Ely area 
where Art worked in the mining 
industry. After closure of the 
mines he was appointed Deputy 
Registrar at the Ely DMV Office. 
Jeanne shared memories of how 
she would pick blueberries and 
mushrooms with her grandmother. 
Best of Ely for the Tomes was 
the sight of beautiful sunrises 
and sunsets from their home on 

Burntside Lake.
 “When I was growing up it 

was boom time and the population 
of Ely was 6,500 supporting four 
underground iron ore mines,” 
shared Don Myntti (YIE 1928-
1943). This is where Don began 
his interest in mining and made a 
career in mining as an engineer. 
Don’s impression of the school 
system was excellent, from the 
facilities to the teachers. Growing 
up, Don was active in sports and 
enjoyed his work in the summers 
of ‘40 and ‘41 doing canoe trip 
guide work. Best of Ely for Don 
was the summers. If he wasn’t in 
the water he was on the water. 

Maxine (Kovach) Jacks (YIE 
1931-1953) grew up in Ely leaving 
to attend college at St. Catherine’s 
in the Twin Cities. Earning her 
teaching degree she went on to 
teach in Colorado and the Chicago   
area. After retirement she chose to 
go back to Ely (YIE 1984-2016) to 
help with her parents. Maxine also 
enjoyed playing cards and quilting 
with friends. With a smile, Maxine 

shared, “People are so friendly, 
they know your name and make 
nice connections.” Best of Ely for 
Maxine was spending time at the 
family’s summer home on Farm 
Lake.

After retiring from St. Louis 
County Social Services Glenn 
Bertelson (YIE 1996-2001) and 
his wife moved to Ely. Glenn was 
no newcomer to Ely. As an avid 
canoeist, he was very familiar with 
the Boundary Waters and enjoyed 
their seasonal cabin on Eagles 
Nest Lake #4. The cabin was later 
rebuilt as a year-round dwelling 
which Glenn still enjoys with his 
two daughters and their families. 
Best of Ely for Glenn is the beauty 
and solitude. 

While their paths may not 
have intersected in Ely at the time, 
these “Ely-ites” have intersected 
at BLCD and enjoy sharing stories 
about their time in Ely. 

Merry Wallin, Meeting 
Director, Benedictine Living 
Community of Duluth

Wherever seven shall gather 

Back row from left, Maxine (Kovach) Jacks, Donald Myntti, 
Glenn Bertelson, Jeanne (Young) Tome. Front row from left, 
Len and Beth Bauman and Arthur Tome. submitted photo

Ely Jaycees members Sara 
Christensen and Kevin Hodar 
presented a check for $5,015 
last week to Ely Mayor Chuck 
Novak from donations 
collected for the city’s annual 
Fourth of July fireworks. 
photo by K. Vandervort

Big bang 
bucks



The colors are 
beginning to show. The 
days are getting shorter. 
What a glorious time of 
year this is.  We have 
had cool nights, even a 
warning of frost, how-
ever, the days are warm 
giving us wonderful 
weather. The deer are 
beginning to don their 
winter coats, and hunt-
ers are dreaming of the 
seasons to come—duck, 
grouse, deer, bear—with 
anticipation.  Of course, 
there’s still plenty of fall 
fishing to think about as 
well.

Before the season 
between summer and 
winter was “autumn” 
or “fall,” it was a time 
called “harvest.”  It isn’t 
clear where the habit of 
naming the season “fall” 
originated but most think 
it came from the idea 
of trees shedding their 
leaves. “Fall” remains 
the preferred season 
name in the U.S.

It is Booya time at 
Trails End Resort and 
Campground Saturday, 
Sept. 15.  Beginning at 
11 a.m. and serving all 
day. You can enjoy a 
bowl or buy a gallon of 
the wonderful tasty treat, 
Booya!  There will be 
live music with Todd 
Olson for your dancing 
and listening pleasure.  
If you have never eaten 
Booya you are in for a 
treat.  It is a thick stew 
of probable Belgian or 
Yugoslavian origin and 
is made throughout the 
upper Midwest. It is 
made in large quantities 
in a pot starting with a 
broth from meat bones 
adding beef, chicken 
and pork. Vegetables are 
added as well as season-
ings tied in a cheesecloth 
bag.  It simmers away 
for hours and always 
feeds a large group of 
Booya fans.  

Sue Hankner and 
Ruth Carlson spent a 
delightful day visit-
ing with Senator Doug 
and Denesse Johnson, 
enjoying pastries from 
the Crane Lake Chapel.  
Doug is to be remem-
bered for his outstanding 
work in the Minnesota 
Senate. Seldom are indi-
viduals honored while 
they are living, howev-
er, the Douglas Johnson 
Highway and the Doug-
las Johnson Communi-
ty Building in Cook are 
named to honor Doug 
Johnson.  Doug started 
his political career as 
mayor of Cook while 
a teacher at the Cook 
school. He rose to be one 
of the most influential 
senators in the state leg-
islature.

Thank you for all of 
your good work, Doug, 
and to Denesse for being 
a supportive wife. 

The last Bingo of 
the summer season is 
Thursday, Sept. 13.  

Thank you to the 

staff at Voyagaire 
Lodge and the Bingo 
Committee who serves 
the community for an 
entertaining evening.  
Voyagaire Lodge 
always provides a din-
ner special the night 
of Bingo which is sure 
to please.  The profit 
from Bingo helps main-
tain the trails at Crane 
Lake so even if you are 
a Bingo loser, you are 
helping the trails.  We 

all look forward to the 
winter season of Bingo!

Crane Lake Chapel 
had a pasty baking day 
beginning Monday and 
finishing up on Tues-
day.  This is a fund-
raising project which is 
done twice a year. Plans 
are to make between 300 
and 400 pasties and they 
are usually gone in a few 
weeks.  So call Nancy 
Haslett at 218-993-2468 
if you want pasties.  Call 
now; they go quickly!

National Grandpar-
ents Day is not a holiday 
initiated to improve sales 
of flowers and cards. It 
began as an effort to 
honor grandparents. 
The purpose was to give 
grandparents an opportu-
nity to demonstrate their 
love for their grandchil-
dren and to give grand-
children the chance to 
know the guidance, 
strength and informa-
tion older people have to 
offer. The idea began as a 
grassroots effort in West 
Virginia by Marian and 
Joseph McQuade. This 
couple had 15 children, 
celebrated the births of 
43 grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren and 
one great-great-grand-
child. Their marriage 
stretched over 60 years.  
Grandparents Day was 
celebrated on Sept. 9, 
2018.  Can you imagine 
what their dining table 
must have looked like on 
holidays?

Speaking of grand-
parents, as we age, most 
notice their ears and 
noses appearing big-
ger.   Have you noticed 
this happening when 
you look in the mirror?  
Although many will 
label continued growth 
of cartilage as the caus-
ative factor, that isn’t 
actually what’s in play. 
The real culprit is grav-
ity! As we mature, the 
cartilage in our nose 
and ears begins to break 
down. The collagen and 
elastin fibers that make 
up this cartilage start to 
sag and stretch under 
the ever-present pull of 
gravity, making them 
appear longer. The skin 
that gives support to the 
underlying cartilage also 
sags and stretches under 
gravity’s force, com-
pounding the lengthen-
ing of the nose and ears.   
This must have been the 
reason for the old child-
hood song “Do your ears 
hang low?”

Let us hear from 
you! Send news by 
e-mail to info@thelake-
country.com, by fax 
to 218-757-3533 or by 
phone to Sandy at 218-
757-3233 and it will be 
added.

Until next week the 
Teapot Dames are sing-
ing off.
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American Legion Post 480 selling
52 Club dinner/drawing tickets

ORR- The Orr American Legion is holding a 52 
Club dinner and drawing. Tickets are $52; one tick-
et admits two people. Only 260 tickets are sold, so 
act quickly for your 52 chances to win. The drawing 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 13 at the Orr Ameri-
can Legion Hall. Dinner is at 6 p.m. and drawing at 
7 p.m. Tickets are on sale at the following locations 
in Orr and Cook: American Legion Hall, Pattenn’s 
Café, Pelican Bay Foods, Orr Muni, Norman’s One 
Stop, Oveson’s Pelican Lake Resort and Inn, VFW 
Post 1757, Auto Value, and Northwoods True Value 
Home Center, or call 218-404-5847. Tickets are on 
sale in the Tower area at Benchwarmer’s and Lake 
Vermilion Houseboats. Proceeds go to scholarships, 
community projects, and charities.

NWFA September events
COOK - Members and anyone interested in 

Northwoods Friends of the Arts are invited to attend 
the Sept. 18 meeting at 12 noon (bring your lunch) at 
the gallery in Cook next to Dream Weaver Spa and 
Salon, 210 S. River St. in Cook.

Exhibiting In September: “Adventures of Jeanne 
and Kris”:  See the displayed work of two fine artist, 
Kris Musto and Jeanne O’Melia until Sept. 29.  The 
hours are Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“Rocks, Trees and Water” is a call for artists to 
prepare a memorial art (of any kind including liter-
ature and music) in honor of Sue Martin, NWFA’s 
first president, who died this past winter.  Sue loved 
the rocks, trees and waters of the place we live.  Call 
Shawna at 218 780-6510 for info.  Deadline is Oct. 
3 for the members show, “October Festival of the 
Arts.”

Woodworking Club (formerly wood carvers 
group) begins every Tuesday from 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Sept. 25.

The annual members art and craft show, “Oct. 

Festival of the Arts” is coming soon.  Members ex-
hibiting have a deadline of Oct. 3 or 4 during gallery 
hours.

Arthur Zar’s Amazing Zebras
MT. IRON - Sept. 7 - The Arrowhead Library 

System is pleased to present 321 Art Studio’s Arthur 
Zar’s Amazing Zebras by Amy Lucas-Peroceski, a 
free art and storytelling program being offered for 
ages preschool-adult at the following dates and lo-
cations:

 Friday, Sept. 21 at 4 p.m. at the Cook Public 
Library

 Join us as local author and artist, Amy Lu-
cas-Peroceski, reads her first book, Arthur Zar’s 
Amazing Zebras, and help hunt for hidden letters in 
the zebras’ stripes!  Amy will also discuss her writ-
ing and illustration process, as well as show original 
notes and sketches.

The second part of the program will teach you 
how to draw your own zebra on 8 ½” x 11” card-
stock. 321 Art Studio artists will demonstrate how to 
paint the zebra with water soluble oil pastels. Adults 
will further enhance their zebra by adding back-
ground to the picture.

 For the final 20 minutes, participants will be 
able to continue working on their own zebra with 
personalized help from the artists. Questions will be 
answered regarding art project materials as well as 
the book writing and illustration process.

 Participants are sure to enjoy this multi-faceted 
event at local libraries!

 This program, sponsored by Arrowhead Library 
System, was funded in part or in whole with money 
from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

New church times at First Baptist
COOK - First Baptist Church of Cook is going 

back to our Fall/Winter times. Services will now be:
9:15 a.m.    Sunday School
10:30 a.m.  Morning Worship

Community Notices

Read us online at www.timberjay.com

ORR-The city coun-
cil here approved a pro-
posed levy increase of 
seven percent for 2019.  
City staff will meet with 
department heads to see 
where reductions can be 
made.  Moving forward, 
the city may discuss user 
fees and utility rates for 
the Tourist Information 
Center.  The Truth in 
Taxation hearing to adopt 
the final levy will be at 
6:30 p.m. before the reg-
ular meeting on Monday 
Dec. 10.

Ambulance Finance 
Director Jim Gray ex-
plained to the council a 
request for pay adjust-
ment for ambulance per-
sonnel.  The council did 
approve the pay adjust-
ment, but not without 
discussion.  

The proposed rate 
doubles the current rate 
for EMTs from two dol-
lars to four.  

Gray said the monies 
for the proposed increase 
are in the budget and felt 
the wage increase would 
also be an incentive for 
upward certification.  He 
said it would also bring 
the department closer to 
the pay scale of other de-
partments. 

Councilor Bruce 
Black asked how the 
increase would be paid 
for if the department has 
been low on transfers.  
Gray said the department 
is still bringing money in 
through revenue, as well 
as money saved on fue. 

“It does balance out. 
It’s in this years’ bud-
get, and it’s in there for 
2019.”  

He said the depart-
ment would be able to 
utilize the hospital dis-

trict funds as well.  “I 
personally see it as a 
great recruitment tool,” 
said Mayor Joel Astle-
ford.  

The adjustment goes 
into effect Oct. 1.  

The council agreed 
to water and sewer su-
pervisor Paul Koch’s 
request to replace three 
obsolete fire hydrants at 
O’Connell Lane, Wally’s 
Auto, and King Road at 
an approximate price of 
$18,000. 

Koch explained that 
it is an unbudgeted ex-
pense that would draw 
from the water fund for 
this year, although if 
there is some money left 
in the budget he would 
like to use it for the hy-
drants.

“We have three right 
now that are not work-
ing, and 12 of 36 that 
are from the fifties,” said 
Koch.  Councilor Scott 
said that Paul has done 
a good job keeping the 
old equipment going, 
but said if everything 
stopped working at once, 
the expense would be 
much greater.  

The hydrants could 
possibly be funded by 
transfers from the gen-
eral fund and/or liquor 
store fund.  

Mayor Astleford 
thought perhaps the fire 
department could also 
assist with funding for 
the hydrants.  Koch also 
reported that he got the 
bio-solids permit and that 
the water tower would be 
getting cleaned.

The council adopt-
ed a resolution opposing 
the sale of strong beer, 
spirits, and wine to be 
sold for off-premise con-
sumption at any outlet 
other than the city-owned 
liquor store.  Clerk Cheri 

Carter said there had 
been a bill last legisla-
tive season that may be 
introduced next session 
that would allow the sale 
of beer and spirits at gro-
cery and convenience 
stores.  At the direction of 
the Minnesota Municipal 
Beverage Association the 
city passed a preemptive 
resolution in opposition. 

Relatedly, liquor 
store manager Chet Nei-
man inquired about re-
placing the neon liquor 
store sign, and lighting  
with a spotlight on each 
side.  He also said he 
would like to have better 
signage directing people 
to the bar area within the 
city-owned municipal li-
quor store building.  

Neiman said many 
people don’t realize that 
there is a bar that serves 
food within the building.

St. Louis County 
Commissioner Candi-
date Paul McDonald also 
attended the meeting. In 
seeking to gain support, 
he touted his long history 
with the Orr area.  

He said he has 
support of the present 
commissioner Tom Ru-
kavina, and former com-
missioner candidate and 
2142 school board repre-
sentative Dan Manick.  

Touching on issues, 
McDonald said he would 
like to see the county 
use the newly-purchased 
building in Cook to house 
health and human service 
positions, allowing better 
accessibility to the need-
ed services.  He also felt 
strongly about retaining 
the sales tax for the ben-
efit of road improvement, 
and would continue to be 
an advocate for the city at 
the county level.
Other Items;

Airport head 

Rocky Hoffman report-
ed on installation of the 
LED parking lot lights, 
and Lake Country Power 
rebate of $304.

Approved a letter 
of support for Voyageur 
Trail Society for their 
grant application to the 
IRRRB.  The non-profit 
group asked the city to 
voice support in the need 
for a new trail groom-
er.  The council also 
approved a grant-writ-
ing planning and devel-
opment proposal from 
Community Coaching 
for proposed fire depart-
ment projects to the IR-
RRB 50/50 match; also 
approved the fire depart-
ment  to receive funds 
from IRRRB, Compeer 
Financial and FEMA for 
firefighters grant pro-
gram.

Approved resched-
uling regular council 
meeting from Monday to 
Tuesday, Oct. 9 in obser-
vance of Columbus Day; 
and Tuesday, Nov. 13 in 
observance of Veterans 
Day.

Moved to turn de-
linquent water and sewer 
accounts over to the St. 
Louis County auditor to 
be collected in real estate 
taxes if not paid by Nov. 
23.

Approved building 
permit for Timothy and 
Kay Cornelius.

Approved Laura 
Manai successfully com-
pleting 90-day probation, 
and entitled to full time 
employee benefits. Clerk 
Carter praised her work 
ethic saying, “She is al-
ways thinking about the 
city.”

Rocky Hoffman 
reported Tom Antikain-
en would like to make 
Christmas wreaths for 
the city to hang.  

Orr Council raises tax levy
by MELISSA ROACH
Staff Writer



Affordable homeownership 
with Habitat for Humanity

REGIONAL- Are you tired of renting, over-
crowded conditions, and paying too much for hous-
ing? North St. Louis County Habitat for Humanity 
is now accepting applications for their affordable 
homeownership program.  

Habitat selects individuals and families based 
on their need for housing, willingness to partner in 
the building of their home, and their ability to make 
affordable mortgage payments. Income guidelines 
have recently been updated. You may qualify. For 
example, a family of three, making between $20,000 
and $36,300 annually, should be able to afford a 
Habitat Home. For more information about the appli-
cation process and qual-
ifications, please call 
Marnie at 218-749-8910 
or email her at marnie@
nslchfh.org.   

Hello Grizzlies Fam-
ilies!

This week’s top-
ic is going to be “Get to 
Know Your Principal.”  I 
was having a conversa-
tion with a co-worker 
this week, and we began 
talking about the differ-
ences in how we treat 
each other when we know 
each other.  If your best 
friend made a decision 
that you didn’t agree with, 
you likely would not hol-
ler, have a fit, and plaster 
it all over social media. 
Why? Because we treat 
each other differently 
when we know what we 
have in common, when 
we share values, when we 
share interests, and when 
we value each other’s 
feelings.  These values 
really do erode when we 
experience different lev-
els of motion, and it’s my 
opinion that sometimes 
we need to pull back and 
refocus based on valuing 
each other’s feelings and 
different perspectives.

So, here we go!  I 
was born in…...just kid-
ding.  I am not going to 
go that far back!  My 
life in education actual-
ly started as a teachers’ 
kid.  Both of my parents 
were teachers. My moth-
er grew up in Duluth, the 
daughter of a salesman 
and a homemaker and 
was an elementary mu-
sic and classroom teach-
er who also taught piano 
lessons for years to many 
local children in the Britt 
area.  Although she taught 
until age 60, she took sev-
eral years off from teach-
ing to raise my sister and 
me. My father grew up 
in Keewatin and was the 
son of an iron miner/me-
chanic and homemaker.  
He was a school band di-
rector who taught in Du-
luth, Stephen (way up in 
northwest MN) and the 
majority of his career in 
Virginia. My parents met 
(you guessed it) in band 
at UMD! Education, and 
music, were definitely 
topics to be taken serious-
ly in our house.  

As the child of two 
music teachers, I had an 
aptitude for music, and 

when I began playing 
trombone in 5th grade, 
I was like a duck on the 
water.  Interestingly, my 
father never started me 
sooner than any of the 
rest of the kids. He didn’t 
want me to have an unfair 
advantage or to be criti-
cized for it.  In 10th grade 
I began playing drum 
set. I had a study hall in 
the band room, and used 
that time to teach myself 
drums. I still play percus-
sion to this day.

I loved school and 
I was a good student.  I 
won’t say that I was an an-
gel, or that I never was in 
trouble.  I never received 
any detention, though, 
and I was respectful to my 
teachers.  I was respectful 
to my teachers because 
disrespect was simply not 
tolerated at home.  I was 
involved in band, played 
football, and was on the 
swim team. Sports really 
helped me find success 
and more confidence in 
school.  As a 7th grader, 
I was a bit overweight, 
unathletic, and was a 
target for some of the 
meaner kids in my class. 
Bullying, a term that is 
misused nowadays in so 
many ways, was a reali-
ty for me.  I would have 
had no issues with the 
name calling. It was the 
physical bullying and the 
embarrassment that re-
sulted from it that was the 
most frustrating. Luckily, 
by the end of 8th grade, I 
grew several inches.  The 
growth spurt, coupled 
with some maturity, led 
to happier days at school. 
Our graduating class of 

1990 was actually a really 
great bunch. Many of us 
still live and work in the 
area and remain friends to 
this day.

Upon graduation 
in 1990, I was undecid-
ed about what career to 
pursue.  I spent a year at 
Mesabi undecided, and 
then declared myself an 
Engineering Major.  I 
transferred to North Da-
kota State University in 
Fargo, and began study-
ing Mechanical Engi-
neering.  I also joined the 
marching band. 

After three semes-
ters, I realized that I did 
not like the engineering 
part of school, but loved 
the music part.  I changed 
majors and transferred 
closer to home to Bemidji 
State and began pursuit of 
a Music Education degree 
at age twenty-two. 

It took three more 
years to finish.  I student 
taught in Grand Rapids, 
and was lucky enough to 
obtain a teaching job as a 
band director at Franklin 
Middle School in Thief 
River Falls, starting in 
1997. I interviewed and 
was offered the job be-
fore I was even finished 
student teaching.  I felt so 
lucky. I was on top of the 
world! 

In addition to teach-
ing band, I coached the 
8th grade football team 
and was the varsity boys 
swim team coach. In the 
98-99 season, I promised 
the team that they could 
shave my head if they 
sent a relay team to the 
State Meet knowing full 
well that we didn’t have 
the speed to make it.

They shaved my 
head the next day!  Three 
of my swimmers went on 
to careers in the military, 
and I am very proud of 
them.  I’d like to think 
that the grueling 10,000 
yard practices they en-
dured prepared them well 
for the trials of military 
training.

After two years in 
Thief River Falls, I missed 

the Iron Range.  I accept-
ed a job as 6-12 Band 
Director in Chisholm in 
1999. 

After three years at 
Chisholm, I accepted 
the 6-12 Band Director 
position at Virginia.  I 
taught band there for six 
years, and was also the 
boys swim coach, and a 
football coach at various 
levels from 7th grade all 
the way up to varsity as-
sistant.  

When I took over the 
band program, the march-
ing band had roughly 90 
members. After six years 
we had grown to just over 
160 members. The band 
program, in grades 6-12, 
had over 300 students.  I 
was very proud to have 
followed in my father’s 
footsteps. 

While I loved band, 
I was eager to use my 
newly-acquired admin-
istration degree and ac-
cepted a job in Virginia 
as the 7-12 grade Dean 
of Students, eventually 
becoming Assistant Prin-
cipal.  I enjoyed my job 
very much, even though 
my primary role was the 
difficult job of student 
discipline. 

After nine years of 
administrative experi-
ence, I left Virginia to 
become K-12 Principal at 
North Woods. Now in my 
third season, I am contin-
ually learning new things 
and becoming more adept 
at managing the broad 
scope of responsibility 
that comes with being a 
K-12 Principal in a rural 
school.  

Now you know a 
little bit more about me.  
As I get to know more 
kids and families, I re-
ally appreciate the sto-
ries that make all of our 
kids unique.  Just like in 
the adult world, the one 
thing that never changes 
in schools is the value of 
good relationships.  

Your Principal,
John Vukmanich

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th 

St. Louis County 
Environmental Services 

Department 
1-800-450-9278 
Office hours 8-4:30 
Monday through Friday 

www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle 

Regional Landfill 
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia 

Hours 
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm 

Sat: 8am—3:30pm 

Household Hazardous Waste Facilities 
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia 3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing 

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm Sat: 8am—1pm 

Ash River Trail Canister Site 
11391 Ash River Trail 

Winter Hours 
Sat: 12:30pm—4:30pm 

Cook Transfer Station 
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

 Hours 
Mon: 10am—6pm 

Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm 

Kabetogama Lake Canister Site 
10150 Gamma Rd 

Winter Hours 
Wed: noon—4pm 
Sat: 8am—noon 

Orr Canister Site 
4038 Hwy 53 

Winter Hours 
Tue, Thu: 9am—noon 

Sat: 8am—noon 

Portage Canister Site 
6992 Crane Lake Rd. 

Winter Hours 
Tue, Sat: 1pm—4:30pm 

Sturgeon Canister Site 
8380 Hwy 73 

Hours 
Sun: 10am—4pm 

County 77 Canister Site 
2038 County Rd. 77 

Winter Hours 
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm 

Area Solid Waste Facility 
site hours 

ORR CENTER

Loaves and 
Fishes Food Shelf

ORR- Loaves and 
Fishes Food Shelf lo-
cated in the basement 
of Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Orr is open 
the third Friday of ev-
ery month, 8-10 a.m. 
and 5-7 p.m. If you are 
in need of food assis-
tance outside of these 
hours, contact Michelle 
at 218-666-6021, Jules 
at 218-780-1740, Di-
ana at 218-780-3617, or 
Linda at 218-757-0080. 
Donations can be sent 
c/o Calvary Lutheran 
Church, PO Box 176, 
Orr, MN 55771.
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VUKMANICH

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for less
Stop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

   

Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN 
666-0205

(Effective Oct. 9)

Get to know Mr. Vukmanich

ORR – The second annual Orr 
Pumpkin Festival will run on Sat-
urday Sept. 29.

This year’s festival will in-
clude a 5K walk/run, craft vendors 
and a host of activities for kids of 
all ages.

The first event will be the 
walk/run at 9 a.m. beginning at the 
Orr Ice Rink and Tennis Courts. 
While some people will be out run-

ning and walking, others who want 
to take it much slower will have the 
chance to try out some coffee and 
pumpkin donuts.

Over the lunch hour, festival 
goers will be able to get their hands 
on some homemade chili while 
watching contestants compete in 
the Pumpkin Cook-off.

During the evening, a bean 
bag tourney will begin at 6 p.m. 

followed by a Hillbilly Hoedown 
at the Orr Muni at 8 p.m.

The Bois Forte Tribal Com-
munity Radio, KBFT, will broad-
cast from the festival throughout 
the day.

All events, aside from the 
walk/run and the hoedown will be 
at the Orr Center.

Orr Pumpkin Festival right around the corner

Leah Las getting her face painted. file photo

A 
Tradition
of Trust
•  Traditional Funerals
•  Graveside Services
•  Cremation
•  Pre-Need Planning
•  Monuments by
Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL

HOME
www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

Cook, MN
24 Hours A Day



T O W E R —  T h e 
Timberjay has issued 
a second edition of a 
popular Lake Vermilion 
history book that has been 

out of print for several 
years. 

The book, Memories 
of the Early Days, written 
by Marshall Helmberger, 

is based on extensive 
interviews with some of 
the oldest residents of 
the Lake Vermilion area, 
which were completed 
in 2005. Virtually all 
of the primary sources 
for the book, including 
Marcella Nelson, Sulo 
Holm, Carl Brown, Ellen 
(Marttila) Anderson, and 
Walt Aronson, have since 
passed on, making the 
book a valuable source 
of historical recollec-
tions no longer otherwise 
available.

The 128-page, large 
format, glossy hardcov-
er book includes more 
than 100 historical pho-
tographs and well-re-
searched chapters on 
the area’s pre-history, 
the 1860s gold rush, 
and the opening of iron 

mining and the founding 
of Tower and Soudan in 
the early 1880s. The book 
includes chapters on the 
early logging era, stories 
of local pioneers, life on 
the lake in the early 1900s, 
and attempts over the 
years to bring large-scale 
development to the lake, 
most of which proved 
unsuccessful. 

The second edition, 
which includes minor 
updates from the first 
publication, is already 
going quickly. It is avail-
able at the Timberjay 
office in Tower for $29.95 
plus tax, and can be 
ordered online at  www.
timberjay.com (click on 
store), or ordered by 
phone at 218-753-2950.
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COUNTY SCHOOLSLocal Food, Let’s 
Do It! at Messiah 
Lutheran Sept. 23

MT. IRON- A study 
of the potential impact of 
local foods in our region 
will be discussed on 
Sunday, Sept. 23 at 6:30 
p.m. at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, 8950 Enterprise 
Drive in Mt. Iron 
with one of the report 
authors, David Abazs, 
farmer at Round River 
Farm and Wolf Ridge 
Environmental Center. 
All are welcome and the 
event is free of change; a 
light dinner will also be 
provided.

Attendees will 
discuss job and revenue 
projections made in the 
Local Food Study report, 
review recommendations 
from the report, view an 
interactive assessment 
of the current regional 
food system, and identify 
strategies for moving 
forward. 

The report, Local 
Food as an Economic 
Driver: A Study of the 
Potential Impact of Local 
Foods in the Taconite 
Assistance Area, outlines 
the benefits of localiz-
ing food production and 
consumption, including 
the potential to add 
between 250 and 3,500 
jobs in agriculture and 
value-added processings 
to our region, retain 
between $51 million and 
$256 million annually 
in food dollars within 
the region, and sub-
stantial economic spill-
over effects to related 
businesses. The report 
was prepared by Round 
River Farm, University 
of Minnesota Extension, 
Iron Range Partnership 
for Sustainability, and 
sponsored by IRRRB.

The impacts of 
localizing the purchase 
of food under a range 
of scenarios point to the 
need to continue activi-
ties to support the devel-
opment of local food 
systems in the region. 
Will you join us in cre-
ating a local, sustainable 
food system?

RSVP to the 
Facebook event, Local 
Food, Let’s Do It! or 
to Rutabaga Project 
Manager kelsey.
gantzer@aeoa.org, or 
218-404-8466.

Singers needed for 
Christmas season 
concert in Tower

TOWER- Since 
Christmas is associated 
with lots of music, espe-
cially singing, this is 
your chance to join in the 
fun of “The Many Moods 
of Christmas.” Area 
singers will be joining 
together for rehearsals 
beginning Monday, 
Sept. 24 at 6 p.m. at 
the Tower Elementary 
School music room. 
Rehearsals will continue 
on Mondays until the 
Sunday, Dec. 9 presenta-
tion at the Tower-Soudan 
Elementary School gym.

The music will be 
varied, depicting those 
many moods with favor-
ites for all.

For more informa-
tion, call Rolf Anderson 
at 218-753-3262. Come 
and join this group of 
singers from Babbitt, 
Cook, Ely, Embarrass, 
and Tower-Soudan for a 
fun-filled holiday sing.

Two injured in 
boat accident on 
Crane Lake

CRANE LAKE – 
Two boaters were trans-
ported to area hospitals 
from Handberg’s Marina 
Thursday evening last 
week after their boat 
struck a submerged log, 
throwing one of the 
boaters overboard.

County sheriffs 
responded just before 
8 p.m. after they were 
notified a 79-year-
old woman, Florence 
Young, was tossed from 
her boat while in the 
Vermilion River Gorge 
and subsequently rescued 
by 73-year old David 
Quiser.

Both are residents of 
Cook.

Young and Quiser 
were found to be suffer-
ing from hypothermia 
and other minor injuries. 
Young’s hypothermia 
warranted her being 
flown by Life Link for 
treatment in Duluth.

Neither was wearing 
a life vest at the time of 
the incident. Their condi-
tions were unknown as of 
press time.

The Timberjay
P.O. Box 636, 414 Main St
Tower, MN 55790 • 218-753-2950

This limited second edition hardcover 
will be available in mid-August. 

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most definitive history!

Back By Popular Demand!
Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history
of the Lake Vermilion area

Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 
STOP IN TODAY!

OR CALL...

Pick up book(s) at Timberjay office in Tower or have book(s) mailed, for $39.95 each.

BOOK ORDER FORM
Quantity of Books

OVER 100
HISTORICAL

PHOTOGRAPHS

Book Total - Pick Up $29.95 + tax ($32.16)       Book Total - Mail $39.95

+ Tax

Coming
Soon...

A Regional Favorite

BOOKS
ARE
HERE!

Lake Vermilion: Memories of the Early Days available again

REGIONAL – Students in the 
St. Louis County School District 
could have free admission to school 
sporting events depending on an 
upcoming decision by the district’s 
school board. 

The proposal, which would 
allow students in the district to 
attend games for free district-wide, 
was up for discussion at the board’s 
Tuesday study session.

Currently students pay three 
dollars to watch teams play. The 
change would not affect out-of-
district students, who would still 
have to pay an entrance fee.

District staff would also get 
into games for free, and Manick 
said that rule should apply to their 
children as well, to encourage more 
staff to attend games.

But Manick’s suggestion was 
shot down by Business Manager 
Kim Johnson who said “if the 
staff want their children to attend 
games for free, they can enroll their 
children in the district.” She added 
it would provide an incentive for 
district staff to bring their children 
to the district.

Manick maintained his posi-
tion but did not push the issue 
further.

In response to a question 
from Chet Larson, Johnson said 
the financial loss to the district’s 
budget from the new rule would 
be minimal.

The plan will go to a vote 
when the board meets in Cherry 
in two weeks and if passed will be 
implemented immediately.

Marketing changes
The board also discussed its 

marketing efforts. Historically the 
district has had one major mar-
keting push in the late summer 
utilizing both newspaper ads and 
movie cinema ads.

Board Member Troy Swanson 
said the district will now focus on 
smaller ads, once per quarter in area 
newspapers, and put money toward 
social media platforms, especially 
Facebook, to “boost” posts on 
district social media pages to be 
seen by more people in the region.

Swanson said he spends as 
little as three dollars on posts to 
increase their viewership from a 
few hundred to a few thousand.

Super in tendent  Reggie 
Engebritson said she felt the 
summer ad pushes had brought in 
more students than the district can 
handle, especially at the Cherry 
School, and that the push to bring 
more students in needs to be relaxed 
for now.

Swanson said he wants the 
individual schools to begin produc-
ing social media content, whether 
it is videos made by students, or 
updates from teachers on various 
classroom projects.

Board members Chris Koivisto 
and Christine Taylor were against 
the idea. “It seems unreasonable 
to ask people in the district to add 
more tasks for them to help with 
marketing,” Taylor said. “We 
should have someone, even if it is 
part time, to take the burden off.”

Koivisto echoed the sentiment 
and said the district websites 
weren’t kept up to date as it is and 
he felt it would be unreasonable 
to put more of a burden on the 
marketing volunteer system the 
district was using.

He added that the main source 
of information for the district 
should be from the websites and 
not social media. Swanson said 
he wanted to use social media as a 
gateway to the websites. Koivisto 
said it wouldn’t be enough, and 
that in his experience working at 
Vermilion Community College, 
people were making the switch back 
to websites to obtain the majority 
of information they needed on 
programs and events.

A vote on the issue will likely 
come up at the next meeting.

District interviews
Engebritson raised the ques-

tion of whether the school board 
should be involved in the hiring 
process for certain district employ-
ees. “My question is when does 
it become micromanaging,” she 
said. “You hired me, we have an 
HR manager. Who trumps who?”

Larson provided the board with 
some historical context. “The board 
was always involved in superinten-

dent, human resources and business 
managers,” he said. “Historically 
the vote only happens when you 
(the administration) bring someone 
here. We can’t bring someone here 
without your approval, but we can 
turn down your recommendation.”

Manick has proposed that 
more positions should at least have 
board members present in the room 
for the interview, which spurred 
Engebritson’s query.

Swanson questioned the need 
for the board to be present, and said 
it’s never been an issue.

Engebritson said she was hired 
so the board would trust her with 
the decision and said it was part 
of her job.

“Why is the board even here 
if it is an issue of trust?” Manick 
said in response.

Pat Christiensen said the 
Minnesota  School  Boards 
Association was quite clear that 
school boards are not to be involved 
in much of the hiring process.

Swanson said he thought while 
the board couldn’t recommend or 
vote during the hiring rounds, he 
thought board members could still 
attend as observers. The consensus 
as the conversation progressed was 
that board members should at least 
be allowed to do just that.

“Are you receptive to letting 
board members sit in on final round 
interviews, but not have a vote until 
it comes before the board?” Taylor 
asked Engebritson, who replied she 
would be okay with it.

The board agreed to have at 
least one person present on hiring 
for positions for department heads 
and directors along with principals 
and high-level district staff.

Other business
The board agreed to allow 

the district to split the North Woods 
second grade class into additional 
sections.

Plans for renovations at 
Cherry and South Ridge were again 
reviewed with the intention that the 
board would tour the Cherry School 
ahead of their next meeting.

 

 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

Board to vote on allowing 2142 students to 
attend games at all district sites for free

EMBARRASS- An 
educational bluebird 
workshop will take 
place at the Nelimark 
Homestead on Saturday, 
Sept. 15 from 2-4 p.m. 
Local bluebird experts 
will be sharing their 
knowledge. Participants 
will learn how to estab-
lish safe nesting areas 
and protect these lovely 
birds in our forest edges 
and fields. Interesting 
tips and facts will be pre-
sented about the birds’ 
population in our area. 

Do you love and 
appreciate birds? Come 
on over for a fun after-
noon and have a cup 
of coffee and sit in the 
shade at the Nelimark on 
Saturday, Sept. 15. We 
might even have the grill 
going with a free serving 
of brats, hot dogs and 
chips from 4 to 4:30 p.m. 
Bring a picnic lunch, 
if desired. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Bluebird workshop at the Nelimark on 
Saturday, Sept. 15
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POLL...Continued from page 1
The Times, working with 

Siena College, conducted the 
poll beginning last Thursday, as 
part of a program of extensive 
polling that the newspaper plans 
to conduct on congressional 
races across the country right 
up through the Nov. 6 general 
election. Minnesota’s Eighth 
District is widely considered one 
of the GOP’s best opportunities 
to pick up a seat in Congress in 
an election year that is increas-
ingly looking like a good one for 
Democrats. 

The Times made a total of 
18,000 phone calls to households 
in the Eighth District, connecting 

with 504 residents who agreed to 
be surveyed. What was unusual 
about the poll, according to 
Nate Cohn, one of the survey’s 
authors, is that the newspaper 
provided live results on their 
website as they accumulated over 
the course of about two days of 
sampling. A map of the district 
indicated the location and party 
identification of each resident 
who took the poll. With the live 
results, online readers could 
watch as the results changed hour 
by hour, with both candidates 
leading at various times in the 
polling, aware of the survey to 
track the phone calls and their 

results in real time on the national 
newspaper’s website.

In most states, Minnesota 
included, election registration is 
public, and includes information 
such as a person’s gender, party 
affiliation, how often the person 
has voted (but not for whom), 
and most important for the study, 
their phone number.

The data gives pollsters the 
ability to see where voting clusters 
have occurred, right down to the 
neighborhood level, which Cohn 
said is a good indicator of not only 
how polls will turn out, but who 
will win in the November election.

The Times acknowledges 

that the poll wasn’t an ideal 
sample of the Eighth District, 
given that only 504 potential 
voters agreed to be questioned. 
A close look at the map of survey 
respondents also shows the 
majority live either in Duluth, 
or the far northern Twin Cities 
suburbs, with few respondents in 
areas around the Iron Range or 
the district’s agriculture centers 
where major campaign issues, 
such as President Trump’s tariffs 
and proposed copper-nickel 
mining are likely to motivate a 
higher percentage of voters. 

About a half dozen people 
responded to the poll in the 

Timberjay coverage area, which 
includes the proposed PolyMet 
and Twin Metals projects. There 
were clusters of respondents 
around Virginia and Brainerd, 
but still much fewer than more 
urban centers.

A complete breakdown of 
the poll and its criteria can be 
found at: https://www.nytimes.
com/interactive/2018/upshot/
elections-poll-mn08-1.html .

The New York Times did not 
respond to a request for comment 
as of press time.

ELY...Continued from page 1
accepted last week on a 
5-2 vote by the Ely City 
Council.

The potential buyers, 
Jimmy and Africa Yoon, 
founders of the K America 
F o u n d a t i o n  o f f e r e d 
$30,000 for the building. 
Terms of the transac-
tion allow for a six-year 
window and a possible 
three-year extension for the 
new owners to complete 
renovations and move 
forward with their business 
plan for the building

Mayor Chuck Novak 
told the Timberjay last 
week, “We have a very 
stringent right of re-entry 
provision if certain mile-
stones and time frames are 
not met as we move along 
in this transaction.” He said 
the next steps involved in 
the process are to get a 
timeline locked in to com-
plete the transaction. “This 
is nowhere near over.” He 
alluded that multiple public 
hearings may be needed.

A business plan by the 
K America Foundation, 
outlining their plans for 
the 80-year-old building 

calls for Korean summer 
camp and weekend classes 
in technology and Korean 
language. All programs 
and services of the founda-
tion will be free to low-in-
come Korean American 
families and adoptees. 

“Many Korean fam-
ilies living in the United 
States are facing challeng-
es in teaching their chil-
dren Korean language and 
culture,” they wrote in the 
executive summary of their 
business plan. “Traveling 
to Korea to experience 
the same is an expensive 
affair and a challenge to 
travel with children, hence 
most families are looking 
for local options to teach 
Korean language, history, 
and heritage to their chil-
dren. Since summer camps 
account for six percent 
of total camping trips 
in America and average 
about $1,500 per week, 
they provide a high-value 
alternative for Korean chil-
dren and adoptees to learn 
the heritage and culture of 
Korea.”

Paid services and 

donations will go toward 
supporting the free charita-
ble programs of K America. 
The business plan calls for 
several years of renovation 
to the building and acquir-
ing at least $3 million in 
grants and donations. 

The plan calls for the 
building interior to be ren-
ovated in such a way as to 
give a traditional Korean 
Hanok house feel. “The 
K America Foundation 
has identified a strategic 
venue in the historic art and 
modern structure of the Ely 
Community Center. It has 
a significant architectural 
standing and is referenced 
in both the Berkley Living 
New Deal website and in 
the guide to Architecture 
in Minnesota.”

The organizat ion 
intends to teach Korean 
modern arts, including 
dance, film editing and 
computer programming 
to Korean children and 
adoptees from across the 
country. 

Also, during fall and 
spring seasons, the foun-
dation would reach out to 

public schools to imple-
ment free Korean language 
programs and invite them 
for field trips to visit the 
facility and learn about 
Korea. 

According to a finan-
cial overview, the foun-
dation expects limited 
receipts for the first three 
years, but projects those 
figures to grow to $871,092 
in the fourth year and 
$958,201 by year five.

According to the 
purchase agreement, the 
closing on the sale will take 
place by the end of the year. 
The purchase agreement 
has several protections 
spelled out for the city 
that allow for regaining 
of the property if certain 
milestones are not met.

 “The city of Ely is 
willing to sell the building 
and property at a price 
below market value, in 
exchange for the buyers’ 
promise to rehab the build-
ing within six construction 
seasons,” according to the 
agreement that commences 
on the date of closing and 
runs through July 31, 2025. 

The renovation term 
may be extended for an 
additional three construc-
tion seasons (through July 
31, 2028) if the buyer 
shows:

 substantial proof 
that it has completed 70 
percent or more of mile-
stones;

 substantial proof 
that the building sustained 
a significant natural disas-
ter which caused damages, 
and which delayed the 
construction efforts;

 substantial proof 
that the immediate Yoon 
family (spouse, parents 
and/or children) suffered 
from a life-threatening 
health crisis.

In the first year, 
according to an addendum 
of the purchase agreement, 
building milestones that 
must be met include basic 
cleaning and winterizing, 
evaluations of building 
construction, roof, heating 
and plumbing, insuring 
the building and finding 
builders and a manager.

In the second year, 
offices and a camp direc-

tors residence must be 
completed, basic heating 
and plumbing must be 
completed for those areas, 
and maintenance must be 
continued.

In the third year, larger 
plumbing work must begin, 
a full heating system must 
be in place, glass block 
replacement must begin, 
walls and tech lab area 
must be built and the first 
floor remodeling construc-
tion must be complete. 

By the fourth year, 
construction of the ground 
floor and camp residence 
must be complete, ADA 
ramps and accessibility 
must be in place, theater, 
dance studio showers and 
kitchen and the rest of the 
interior must be complete.

All K America pro-
grams and camps must be 
launched in the fifth and 
sixth years, according to 
the purchase agreement.

“This building has sat 
idle for the past four years,” 
Novak said. “We are trying 
to get new use, a new life, 
out of it.”

Join Us For a 
MEET & GREET FUNDRAISER

Wednesday, Sept. 19
6 - 8 p.m. • Zaverl’s Bar in Ely

Discuss your concerns, share 
your ideas, and socialize!

Paid for by the committee to elect Rob Ecklund. Dave Peterson, Treasurer

Hosted by: Jeanie Zaverl,
 Ely Mayor Chuck Novak, 

Bill Erzar, and Paul McDonald

Come out and meet Rob Ecklund 
State Representative 3A

Celebrate
FRIDAY, SEPT. 14 

United Taconite Open House & Cake Social 
at Virginia Senior Center ................................................................... 3–7 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT.15 
BridgeView Park Grand Opening ......................................................... 12 p.m.
Volkswalk Art Walk (Lyric Fundraiser) .............................................. 2:30 p.m.
Street Show (Live Music by the 218 Taphouse) ................................ 3:30 p.m. 
Headlamp Hustle Fun Run/Walk (ReVive VA fundraiser) .................. 6:30 p.m.
Kids/Adult Bridge Crafts at Smith’s Infusion ............................ 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Volkswalk and Headlamp Hustle 
Registration on line and on site at event start —

located at the east end of Chestnut Street.
More events/event details: BridgeDaze.com More events/event details: 

SEEDS...Continued from page 1

superpower is it staying 
ability. The squash can be 
stored indoors, in normal 
household conditions, for 
over two years.

Jackie, who has been 
writing a column on home-
steading and food pres-
ervation for Backwoods 
Home Magazine, men-
tioned that they would 
like to share some of their 
seeds with others, to make 
sure the variety didn’t 
disappear. 

“We got over 200 
requests for the seeds,” 
said Will, who said the 
couple then realized two 
things. The first was that it 
was expensive to mail out 
over 200 free samples. The 
second was that there was 
a market for small-scale 
heirloom seeds.

So, Seed Treasures 
was born. Their catalog 
now offers a wide selec-
tion of heirloomsw along 

with their own varieties 
(bred via open pollina-
tion), along with detailed 
growing directions. All 
their seeds do well in the 
northern Minnesota Zone 
Three climate. Their seeds 
are reasonably-priced 
($2.50 a packet this year), 
and must be ordered the 
old-fashioned way, by 
mail with a paper order 
slip.

After talking with 
Jackie and Will, or perus-
ing their catalog or website, 
it is hard to imagine how a 
gardener is to pick which 
varieties to grow.

Jackie, with her wide 
smile, is not willing to pick 
favorites. Every seed they 
sell, every plant they grow, 
has something unique and 
special to crow about.

The Bill Bean Tomato 
produces huge slicers 
with old-fashioned meaty 
tomato flavor, some 

topping the scale at over 
three pounds. They got 
these seeds from a local 
Veterans Service Officer. 
The seeds came over from 
Italy during World War II.

But don’t let this 
tomato become your 
favorite, because there 
are over a dozen others 
they sell that are just as 
interesting.

And then there are 
the beans: bush, pole, and 
dried varieties, some of 
which do double or triple 
duty.

A new favorite is a 
Crawford, grown from 
seeds sent by a reader 
in Germany, who is still 
gardening in her 90s.

“This family has 
grown these beans for at 
least three generations,” 
Jackie said. “We love 
the history behind these 
seeds.”

Crawford beans are 

unique in many ways, 
Jackie said. Harvested 
early, they are one of the 
best-tasting beans she 
has grown. Left growing 
a little larger, they make 
wonderful canning beans. 
And if left to mature and 
dry on the stalk, can be 
harvested as dried beans.

Another bean, called 
Folsom Indian Ruins, 
may date back as far as 
1,500 years. Friends in 
New Mexico found an old 
pitch-sealed clay pot out 
in one of their fields, after 
cows had dug up some soil. 
When opened, the pot was 
filled with dried beans. A 
relative of the farmer, who 
worked at a university, 
was able to get a seed 
carbon-dated, and found it 
was 1,500 years old.

“We got five of the 
seeds,” Jackie said. “We 
cooked one bean and it 
tasted good. We grew the 

rest and now sell them.”
While old varieties 

have plenty of stories 
to tell, the couple also 
works to improve more 
recent varieties. Will has 
spent the last nine seasons 
perfecting a short-season, 
open-pollinated, sweet 
corn variety, Seneca 
Sunrise. Working from 
a hybrid sweet corn, 
Will bred it back to its 
open-pollinated roots, 
allowing seeds to be saved 
year to year. This new 
variety boasts a 33-percent 
sugar content and about 
12-percent protein. With 
a 67-day growing season, 
it can also be left out in 
the garden to dry, and then 
ground into a wonderful 
cornmeal, or used to feed 
livestock.

The couple also 
has worked to preserve 
corn native to northern 
Minnesota Indians.

Their Bear Island 
Chippewa is a native 
flint/flour corn from the 
Red Lake area. It features 
multi-colored kernels that 
run to gold, bronze, and 
red. And its kernels are 
larger and fatter than most 
other flint corn, making 
a good cornmeal with a 
sweet flavor.

Jackie is also an expert 
on preserving home-
grown foods and has 
published several books 
on the topic. In addition, 
you can find lots of her 
wisdom and experience 
online. At this year’s expo 
she taught two classes on 
fearless pressure cooking. 

You can learn more 
about heirloom seed vari-
eties that are perfect for 
northern gardeners at 
www.seedtreasures.com.



ELY – School Board 
members here are not 
ready to commit to an 
architect/engineer firm 
for the multi-million 
dollar facilities renovation 
project under discussion 
for most of the year.

Rochelle Sjoberg 
requested the agenda item 
to approve the naming 
of ARI (Architectural 
Resources, Inc.) to work 
on the project be removed 
from discussion Monday 
night because she felt the 
board “has not done due 
diligence to the taxpayers” 
in considering the services 
of other design firms.

Connecting the three 
campus buildings for 
safety and security, adding 
another gymnasium, and 
renovating other areas 
of the campus at a cost 
of $6 million or more, 
have been under con-
sideration by the board 
since last spring after the 
Ely Regional Community 
Center backed out of their 
proposal to use school 
property for their com-
munity recreational center 
project.

A facilities planning 
committee met all summer 
to establish the needs and 
wants of the school and 
community to improve 
the campus. Preliminary 
architectural design work 
has been provided by ARI 
at little or no cost. An 
architect can stand to make 
as much as eight percent 
of the total cost of such a 

project.
“By no means does 

this request have anything 
to do with ARI,” Sjoberg 
said. “They have done 
beautiful work. I just feel 
like this is such a signifi-
cant amount of funds, and 
our taxpayers deserve us 
to put in the effort of due 
diligence and see what 
other potential (design) 
companies are out there.”

S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t 
superintendent Kevin 
Abrahamson noted that 
he recently sent board 
members information 
about at least four other 
architectural and engi-
neering firms that could 
handle the school project.

He said he is having 
a difficult time “compar-
ing apples to apples” in 
establishing the services 
the various architectural 
firms offer and at what 
cost to the district. “They 
are providing the cost of 
shovels in the ground and 
onward, and not necessar-
ily the design phase,” he 
said. “What is the design 
phase worth?”

Sjoberg said her 
concern is that the project 
could cost as much as $8 
million to $10 million and 
she wants to know what the 
commission will be for the 
architectural firm that will 
oversee the entire project. 
“If they are just giving us a 
ballpark figure, then they 
might not be that interested 
in our project,” she said. 
“We need to show that 
we did our homework and 
be good stewards of the 
taxpayers’ money.”

Discussion on the 
facilities project and the 
process for selecting a 
project manager or archi-
tect will continue at the 
board’s study session on 
Monday Sept. 24. Since 
no board action can be 
taken at a study session, 
the board will approve any 
decision at a special board 
meeting or their regular 
October meeting.

Earlier in the meeting, 
Abrahamson requested 
the board provide some 
perspective on moving 
ahead with the various 
facilities projects that are 
being planned.  “Currently 
we have the school safety 
grants that have been 
applied for and should be 
granted by the end of the 
month,” he said. “You 
have approved moving 
forward with the abate-
ment bonds for the parking 
lots and parent drop-off 
areas. You have approved 
the old boiler room demo-
lition if we can get IRRRB 
(grant) money, as well as 
their infrastructure relo-
cation funds. Throw on 
top of all that the bonding 
timeline (for the facilities 
renovation project), with a 
push to bond in the spring 
or next fall, I don’t believe 
we can do all of that at 
once. I don’t think it is 
practical to have so much 
of the campus torn up. 
There needs to be building 
blocks.”

He noted that with the 
short construction season 
in northern Minnesota, 
realistically just four or 
five months, the board 
needs to be deliberate in 
what can be accomplished. 

The proposed abate-
ment bonding of as much 
as $800,000 to redesign 
and renovate the parking 
lots and parent-drop-off 
areas is a board-approved 
action rather than a vot-
er-approved action. “That 

will result in an increase in 
school taxes for a period 
of time,” he said. He noted 
that the 7th Avenue street 
work under construction, 
could add as much as three 
percent to city taxes.

“Moving forward, is it 
more important to look at 
a bonding issue to redo the 
parking lots, rather than 
tear down the old boiler 
room?” he asked. Both 
projects could be started 
in the spring. 

School safety grant 
money from the state, 
perhaps as much as $1.3 
million, would be used 
for the building-connec-
tion project, along with a 
voter-approved bonding 
referendum. That project 
would take multiple con-
struction seasons to com-
plete.

He asked board 
members to think about 
the construction timelines 
required for the multiple 
projects and provide him 
with opinions at the study 
session later this month.

Enrollment 
numbers

The first day of the 
2018-2019 school year 
showed an enrollment of 
566 students in the Ely 
School District, accord-
ing to Abrahamson. K-5 
accounted for 265 stu-
dents and 6-12 had 301 
students.

“That is a drop of 18 
or 20 students from the end 
of the 2017-2018 school 
year,” he said. 

School board member 
Heidi Mann said she is 
“getting tired of hearing 
from different voices 
around the community 
that this is catastrophic” 
when school enrollment 
fluctuates. 

“We all know that 
demographics go up and 
down,” she said. “I read 

where somebody made 
a comment that Ely just 
isn’t what it used to be, 
and we have all these 
empty classrooms. Have 
you been in our school? I 
want to voice publically 
that we don’t need to be 
catastrophizing (enroll-
ment numbers). This is 
not as drastic as you might 
think. There are always 
ups and downs. There are 
not empty classrooms.”

Board Chair Ray 
Marsnik asserted that a 
drop in enrollment by 
20 students is a drop in 
funding by as much as 
$200,000.

“That’s true, but we’re 
not spending as much 
either,” Mann responded.

Abrahamson added, 
“With the decline this 
year, we are still about 
19 (students) above where 
we were in 2014 and 2015 
school years.”

Maximum levy
School   board members 

certified the proposed 
2019 levy at the maximum 
amount of $1,849,912. 
“This is the first amount,” 
Abrahamson said, “and 
it is by no means the 
last (levy) amount. If 
you remember, in previ-
ous years, the maximum 
amount to be levied typi-
cally is much larger than 
we end up with. This is the 
maximum amount that we 
can levy.” The final levy 
for next year will be set in 
December.

The 2019 preliminary 
levy shows an 11.3 percent 
increase of the 2018 levy 
of $1,662,366. Recent ISD 
696 levy history shows a 
roller coaster of amounts. 
The 2017 payable levy was 
15.2 percent less than the 
2016 levy. The 2018 levy 
was just .4 percent more 
than 2017.

“One of the things 
we need to remember is 

that increases in levies 
are often due to increase 
in student enrollment,” 
Abrahamson said. “The 
2019 payable levy is 
actually the 2018 levy that 
is based on the increas-
ing enrollment from that 
year, and not this year’s 
numbers.”

He also said budget 
adjustments will be made 
by December when the 
final levy is set. He noted 
that the Career and Tech 
Levy shows an increase 
of $33,299. The Health 
and Safety Levy and 
Deferred Maintenance 
Levy have been rolled into 
the Long Term Facilities 
Maintenance Levy.

“Don’t dwell on the 
number right now,” he 
said. “That is the highest 
number or worst case.We 
will look at areas to lower 
it. This is a guesstimate, 
but far from accurate.”

Other business
In other business, 

the school board took the 
following action:
Accepted the resig-

nation of Sarah Kingston 
from the paraprofessional 
position;
 Hired Autumn 

Arnyz as the Student 
Council advisor;
 Called back Kristi 

Johnson, Stacy Hegfors 
and Amrita Peterson to fill 
the vacant paraprofession-
al positions;
Accepted the resig-

nation of Mary Wognum 
from the paraprofessional 
position and hired her 
to the Superintendent’s 
Administrative Assistant 
position;
 Approved a letter 

of understanding with Tim 
Leeson for the Temporary 
Director of Facilities and 
Transportation position.
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ISD 696

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

PARENTS OF INFANTS AND YOUNG CHILDREN, 
Do you want to learn more about how to understand your child’s needs and the best way to 

respond to their behaviors? Please join us for this fantastic 6-week workshop! 
The Circle of Security® Parenting™ program is based on decades of research about how secure 

parent-child relationships can be supported and strengthened. 
 

Tuesdays, October 9th – November 13th 
3:30 – 5:00 PM 

at the First Lutheran Church of Ely 
 

This program is offered FREE OF COST by the Ely Behavioral Health Network, 
and St. Louis County Public Health. FREE ON-SITE CHILDCARE is available. 

 
Learning Objectives of the Training: 

• Understand your child’s emotional world by learning to read the emotional needs 
• Support your child’s ability to successfully manage emotions  
• Enhance the development of your child's self esteem 
• Honor your innate wisdom and desire for your child to be secure 
 

 
This workshop will emphasize examples specific to birth through early school-age children,  

but the Circle of Security Parenting tools and concepts apply to all ages and all parents are welcome.  
 

For more information, and to register, visit Ely Circle of Security Parenting Series 
on Facebook, or call Riana Hegman at (218)235-6104.  

Saturday, September 22, 2018
10 AM to 5 PM

Visit the event calendar at ely.org for complete details!
No purchase necessary. 

Sponsored by the Ely Chamber of Commerce

The more stores you visit, the more chances to win!
Each store will hold drawings for other great prizes!

Visit 24 participating merchants
and enjoy a chocolately treat! 

Vermilion Lake Township

Pot Luck Dinner 
& Get-Together

Sunday, Sept. 16
Vermilion Lake Town Hall

4 p.m. - 7 p.m. • Dinner starts at 5 p.m.

Supervisors will be grilling 
Brats & Polish this year! 

Bring a hot dish, salad or dessert. 
Township will provide grilled Brats/Polish, 
buns, coffee, punch, plates and plasticware.

Come and meet new neighbors
Re-acquaint yourself with old friends

All township residents, former 
residents & friends invited!

For more information, call a Town Board Member:
Bruce - 741-1789; Steve L. - 753-4129;  Phil - 749-3462

Bob 753-6709; Steve P. 780-7717

Ely School Board wants more time to discuss facilities
Some members not ready to pick ARI as architect, building project manager



pitch for the full marathon 
as an “8,390-rod portage,” 
a reference to the number 
of rods in 26.2 miles. 
Portages in the nearby 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness, where 
canoes and camping gear 
are transported between 
lakes, are measured in 
rods.

Last  year ,  three 
entrants carried a canoe 
for the half of the marathon 
course, 13.1 miles.  Daniel 
Drehmel, a 30-year-old 
Ely resident, completed 
the course in just over 
two hours and 21 minutes. 
“We didn’t have an official 
division event,” Lindsay 
said. “We’ve had quite 
a few people who have 
expressed interest in doing 
it.”

According to mar-
athon organizers, for 
2018, the portage division 
includes options for those 
who are searching for the 
challenge of portaging a 
canoe for the entire 26.2-
mile race on their own, 
or a team relay division 
which will allow up to 
six members.  “”Racers 
have to finish the course 
in at least eight hours,” 
Lindsay said.

First-, second- and 
third-place winners in 
the full portage division, 
where runners must navi-
gate the entire course with 
a canoe on their shoulders, 
will get smooth, shiny 
wood medallions from XY 
Co., maker of handcrafted 
canoe paddles.

According to the mar-
athon rules, canoes to be 
used for the Ely Marathon 
or Boundary Waters Bank 
Half Marathon must be a 
traditional canoe designed 
to be paddled by one or two 
people. Kayaks, models, 
plastic, inflatable and 
cardboard are not allowed.

Almost 800 people 

participated in last year’s 
event, that included the 
26.2-mile full marathon, 
the half marathon, and the 
five-kilometer Northern 
Lights Glow Run as well 
as a kids marathon, called 
the “Dorothy Molter Root 
Beer Run,” in honor of the 
last indigenous resident of 
the BWCAW.

This is the fourth year 
that the Ely Marathon and 
Boundary Waters Bank 
Half Marathon have drawn 
thousands of people to the 
edge of the wilderness for 
this memorable race.  As of 
this week, more than 100 
racers are registered for 
this year’s Full Marathon, 
according to Lindsay, and 
more than 350 runners plan 
to run the Boundary Waters 
Bank Half Marathon. Race 
registration is open until 
Friday, Sept. 21.

A “Kids Marathon” 
coined the Dorothy Molter 
Root Beer Run will take 
place on Saturday, Sept. 
22 at 8:45 a.m. in which 
kids who have run 25 miles 
prior to race day finish out 
the last 1.2 miles of the 
marathon route to finish 
at the official marathon 
finish line. As many as 100 
children are signed up for 
the Dorothy Molter Root 
Beer Run, Lindsay said..  

Also set to be part of 
this year’s event are a fitness 
expo, live music, obstacle 
course and food trucks, 
Lindsay said. The weekend 

will culminate with a 
concert at Whiteside Park 
from 6-9 p.m. on Saturday, 
with the Christopher David 
Hanson Band.

The Ely Marathon 
and Boundary Waters 
Bank Marathon is hosted 
by the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce, city of Ely 
and Incredible Ely. It is 
coordinated by Stone Soup 
Events. 

Registration and addi-
tional information can be 
found at elymarathon.
com or by emailing run@
elymarathon.com.

Schedule of Events
Friday
Noon to 10 p.m. 

- Packet Pickup at 
Vermilion Community 
College

6 p.m. - Dane 
Rauschenberg Speaks at 
Vermilion Community 
College

7 p.m. - Northern 
Lights 5K Glow Run

Saturday
5:30 to 7:30 a.m. - 

Bus out to start line
7:30 a.m. -All traffic 

cleared from course route
7:30 a.m. - Ely 

Marathon start
8 a.m. - Boundary 

Waters Bank Half 
Marathon start

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. - 
Race Expo and Food 
Booths at Whiteside Park

8:45 a.m. - 

Children’s Marathon 
start at Sheridan and 14th 
Ave. East

9 to 3 p.m.  - Live 
music at Whiteside Park

8 a.m. to 8 p.m. - 
Epic Blow-up Obstacle 

Course at Whiteside Park 
(For Kids)

10 a.m. - Chocoholic 
Frolic at participating 
merchants in Ely

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. - 
Jaycees Beer Tent at 

Whiteside Park
1 p.m. - Awards 

Ceremony at band shell
6 to 9 p.m. - 

Christopher David 
Hanson Band Concert at 
Whiteside Park - Free
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CANOE...Continued from page 1

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Check All Our New & Preowned at www.elycardeals.com

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

$33,495

2015 Jeep Wrangler 2013 Jeep Wrangler

2015 Chrysler 200 C 2011 Chrysler Town & Ctry

2016 Dodge Ram 1500 2017 Chevrolet Equinox

Unlimited, Sahara, Certified Pre-Owned Rubicon, 4WD, 2 Dr.
$27,995

Certified Pre-Owned 4 Dr., Touring Wagon

Crew Cab, Big Horn, 
Certified Pre-Owned

LT, Certified Pre-Owned

$16,995 $11,995

$31,995 $21,995

#2623J Billet Silver

2054U

#481U #1298U

#6927U
#1201U#1201U

2018 Jeep 
Compass 4x4
Latitude, Heated Seats 

and Steering Wheel

2014 Ford Escape 2015 Buick Verano

Titanium Leather Group
$17,995 $14,995

#6148U #4435U

MSRP   $29,425
Mike Motors Discount   –$930
   $28,495
Customer Cash   -$1,500
Retail Bonus Cash   -$500
Bonus Cash   -$1,500
National Select Bonus  -$1,000

  $23,995 plus tax/licensing fees 

#6927U

3347U

Find the best deals 
at Mike Motors

Cook Medical
20 5th St SE

Open Monday - Saturday
(218) 666-5941

Cook Dental
12 S River Street

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

Medical: (218) 753-2405
Tower Medical and Dental

Dental:   (218) 753-6061
415 N 2nd St, Suite 2

Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Quality and Compassion
For Every Patient

For Life

Chronic Disease Management • Acute Care • Women’s Health
Immunizations • Well Child Care • Sports Physicals • Behavioral Health

Crowns • Dentures • Fillings • Checkups • Cleanings

ATTENTION TRUCKERS!
Visit IRS.gov, search: “Trucking Tax

Center” for lots of helpful tax information,
specifically for your industry.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

For more info log on to ASKJEAN.NET and select the 
“Tax Tips” link, or call us.

TOWER— The city 
council here, minus Mayor 
Josh Carlson, handled 
mostly routine business 
Monday night, but never 
addressed an Aug. 24 letter 
from St. Louis County 
officials that laid out 
a laundry list of errors 
in the city’s Aug. 14 
primary election. The 
county required that city 
election officials undergo 
re-training in elections 
procedure on Sept. 13, but 
the city council has yet to 
take any public action on 
the election breakdown. 

Instead, the council 
handled a number of pay 

estimates for ongoing 
projects and approved the 
purchase of a motorized 
cot for the city’s ambu-
lance service. They also 
motioned to hold off on 
sidewalk repairs on South 
Second Street until the 
work could be incorporat-
ed into a larger city-wide 
sidewalk project.

In  addi t ion ,  the 
council heard, at length, 
from Jim Batton, a resident 
of Breitung Township, 
who is billed for munic-
ipal sewer by the city of 
Tower even though he 
only receives city water 
and he was asking to have 
his charge adjusted. The 
discussion of the issue 
consumed half an hour, 

with the council eventu-
ally tabling the request for 
further consideration by a 
full council. 

Just months earlier, 
the council had changed 
the city’s utility billing 
policies to charge one 
lump fee for every account, 
and Batton’s request was 
the first to test the city’s 
resolve in implementing 
that new policy.

In other business, 
the council questioned 
the call volume regis-
tered in the police report.  
“These numbers, at least 
to me, appear to be winter 
numbers,” said Acting 
Mayor Kevin Fitton, who 
said he hasn’t noticed 
many Breitung squads in 

town over the summer and 
that many cars are failing 
to slow down as they head 
through town. 

“I have received quite 
a few complaints that I’ll 
need to talk to Dan [Chief 
Nylund] about, for speed-
ing specifically on Main 
Street,” said City Clerk-
Treasurer Linda Keith. “It 
is getting out of control.”

The police report listed 
a total of 271 calls, which 
was the highest number for 
the year, according to 2018 
police reports reviewed by 
the Timberjay. The call 
volume ranged from 46 in 
January, 81 in March, 104 
in April, 119 in May, 205 
in June, and 235 in July. 
But Altenburg questioned 

the nature of the calls in 
August. “Are these serious 
calls or are these ‘my cat’s 
in a tree’ calls?” he asked. 
The report also listed eight 
citations or arrests, includ-
ing a 5th degree possession 
stop in which charges were 
requested. The number 
of citations or arrests in 
previous months totaled 
three in January, five in 
March, four in April, 13 
in May, three in June, and 
eight in July.

In other action, the 
council:

  Approved the 
installation of a ventilation 
system for the D’Erick’s 
Liquor Store.

 Approved the pur-
chase of a new Striker 

motorized cot for the city’s 
ambulance service, at a 
cost of just over $15,000. 
Ambulance  d i rec tor 
Steve Altenburg told the 
council that the item was 
a “demo model” and that 
the company was offering 
it at a discount. 

  H e a r d  f r o m 
Altenburg, who told the 
council that ambulance 
runs are up by 63 over 
the same period last year. 
Based on the run break-
down, roughly half of the 
increase is coming from 
accepting additional trans-
fers. Altenburg said the 
rate of transfers is slightly 
above what is necessary 
to cover the cost of the 
new paid on-call system. 

TOWER CITY COUNCIL

Routine meeting avoids addressing laundry list of primary election errors
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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2018 BOAT DECONTAMINATION STATION LOCATIONS/TIMES
Ely Area: Van Vac Road Public Landing: Daily, 8 AM-6 PM 

Sandy Point Public Landing: Fri-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Lake Vermilion Tower: Y-Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6PM

Lake Vermilion Cook: Country Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Gilbert/Eveleth Area: Lake Ore-Be-Gone: Fri-Sun, 10 AM-6 PM

Harvest Moon Festival 
marks 25 years in Ely

ELY - Ely’s annual Harvest Moon 
Festival featured a stunt dog show and 
other fun in celebration of the end-of-
summer event’s 25th anniversary. 

Three days of perfect weather were 
packed with art and craft booths, music 

and stage shows, pony rides with a petting 
zoo and great food in Ely’s Whiteside 
Park.

The Harvest Moon Festival is spon-
sored by the Ely Chamber of Commerce 
Merchant Committee.

Rescue dogs, above right, were 
the stars of the All-Star Stunt Dog 
Challenge all weekend.

Many arts and crafts, right, 
especially wood carvings of many 
area lakes, were a big seller.

Ice cream cones, left, were gobbled 
up at the Kiwanis Club food booth.

photos by K. Vandervort

Ben and Mary Kubes, above, who recently moved back to Ely, enjoyed 
the Harvest Moon Festival with their 10-month-old son, Sigurd. 



CHISHOLM– Ely 
took advantage of the 
Bluestreaks’ slippery 
fingers to score 30 points 
in the second quarter en 
route to a 30-12 win over 
Chisholm, to even their 
record at 1-1. 

Playing in a rare 

Saturday afternoon game, 
the Timberwolves fell 
behind early after the 
Bluestreaks connected on 
a 79-yard bomb to grab 
six points on their first 
possession. 

“I felt like we got off 
to somewhat of a slow 
start,” said Ely Head 
Coach Cory Lassi. “Unlike 

in Ogilvie we played with 
more confidence and were 
able to bounce back from 
some early mistakes.”

Ely got back in the 
game quickly, on an 
80-yard drive capped by 
a six-yard Nate Nettifee 
run for six. Moments 
later, Nettifee added two 
more, to put Ely up 8-6 

with 10:24 remaining in 
the second quarter.

Chisholm struck back 
after a strong return on 
the kickoff spotted them 
at midfield. Another long 
pass on first down left 
them first and goal at the 
one and they took it in on 
the following play putting 
them up 12-8 after another 

failed conversion attempt.  
The Wolves went 

three and out on their 
next possession, which 
proved the high-point for 
Chisholm. A solid punt left 
the Bluestreaks with the 
ball on their own 34-yard 
line, but on their first play 
Ely’s Dalton Schreffler 
scooped up a Chisholm 

fumble and scampered 
into the end zone to put 
the Wolves up 14-12.  
Schreffler wasn’t done as 
he hauled in a two-point 
conversion pass moments 
later leaving Ely up by four 
with 6:14 left in the half.

“That gave us a huge 
swing in momentum,” 

MT. IRON – Four times 
North Woods would make it near 
the goal line here last Friday night 
and four times a wall of MI-B 
defenders kept them from putting 
points on the board. The Grizzlies, 
who routed the Rangers 49-22 last 
season, suffered their first shutout 
in years, falling 18-0 to slip to 0-2 
on the season.

“MI-B stepped up near the 
goal line when we were on offense 
and we made a few mistakes on 
our plays and penalties,” said 
Grizzlies Head Coach John Jirik. 
“We had difficulty adjusting to 
different MIB offensive sets and 
were not in position to make 
certain plays,” Jirik added.

The Rangers deployed a 
variety of offensive sets and plays, 
which confused the Grizzlies at 
times. Senior quarterback Joe 
Buffetta had a strong perfor-
mance, including an 89-yard 
touchdown strike to Jericho 
Peterson in the second quarter 
and a 44-yard first quarter bomb 
to eighth-grader Asher Zubich.

Meanwhile, Grizzlies senior 

quarterback Chase Kleppe com-
pleted seven of 22 attempts for 92 
yards, allowing two interceptions. 
“We need to work on blocking 
different defensive schemes and 
polish our receiver patterns,” Jirik 
said. “We were a bit off, but very 
close to where we need to be.”

The Grizzlies managed a 
respectable offensive perfor-
mance, picking up a total of 229 
yards including 137 rushing. Jake 
Hyppa led the team with 37 yards 
on 11 carries, followed closely by 
Kleppe who kept the ball for 36 
yards on six carries. TJ Chiabotti 
ran for 27 yards on nine carries 
while Nathan Crain ran for 22 on 
six attempts. 

On defense, Kleppe led the 
team once again with 18 tackles. 

The Grizzlies were helped by 
a lackluster punting performance 
by the Rangers, which consis-
tently left North Woods with a 
relatively short field. But while 
the Grizzlies were able to move 
the ball, it was the Rangers’ red 
zone that proved their undoing.
Despite the final score, Jirik said 
he liked how the defense played 
Friday night, even as his team 

struggled at times to adjust to the 
Rangers shifting offensive style.

The Grizzlies will be back in 
action this Friday, hosting Silver 
Bay, with a 5 p.m. kickoff. Last 
year, the Grizzlies shutout the 
Mariners 42-0 in Silver Bay. The 
Mariners currently 1-1 on the 

season lost 50-7 to Cook County 
last week.

“If we continue to play well 
overall and improve each week I 
am confident that we will play a 
good game against Silver Bay,” 
Jirik said.
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VOLLEYBALL

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

by JAY GREENEY
Sports writer

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

.

Football

Volleyball

Friday Sept. 14
North Woods hosts Silver 
Bay, 5 p.m.

Ely hosts Lake of the 
Woods, 7 p.m.

Friday Sept. 21
North Woods at Cook 
County, 5 p.m.

Ely hosts South Ridge,
7 p.m.

Sports 
week

Tuesday Sept. 18
Ely hosts I-Falls, 7 p.m.

North Woods hosts
 Cherry, 7 p.m.

NE Range at Lakeview 
Christian Academy, 
6:30 p.m

Thursday Sept. 20
North Woods hosts Ely,
7 p.m.

Grizz fall hard to Rangers
Three Grizzlies defensemen work to take down MI-B quarterback, Joe Buffetta. photo by M. White

Wolves win on the road in Chisholm 

See FOOTBALL...pg. 2B

Tanner Barto tries to evade two MI-B defensemen before 
being tackled. photo by M. White

SILVER BAY— Ely made 
short work of the Mariner’s vol-
leyball squad here on Tuesday, 
winning in straight sets 25-18, 
26-24, and 25-14. With the win, 
the Wolves improved to 5-2 fol-
lowing a successful Greenway 

tournament in which they won 
three of four matches this past 
Saturday. 

Junior Brielle Kallberg set 
the pace against the Mariners, 
tallying ten kills and five blocks. 
Jenna Merhar notched nine kills 
and three aces, while McCartney 
Kaercher put up 12 assists and 
four aces. Erika Mattson tallied 
six kills and Lida Dodge notched 
eight set assists.

Head Coach Andrea Thomas 

said she’s seeing steady improve-
ment in her team as the season 
advances. “We’re working hard 
to eliminate our errors and keep 
up our intensity on the court,” 
she said. 

Playing at Greenway in tour-
nament action on Saturday, the 
Wolves played another tight match 
against Northeast Range, but this 
time emerged with the win. The 

FOOTBALL

Ely tops Silver Bay on the road

See VOLLEYBALL...pg. 2B

Kenzie Peterson sets up for 
the bump. 
photo by J. Greeney

Team falls to 0-2 on rare shutout

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Hawks not 
derailed 
by injury

L I T T L E F O R K — 
Northeast Range emerged 
battered but victorious 
from their five-set mara-
thon against the Vikings 
on Tuesday. 

Two of the team’s top 
players, freshman Hannah 
Reichensperger and senior 
Shayler Lislegard both 
went down with injuries. 

R e i c h e n s p e r g e r 
injured her ankle early in 
the third set and was out 
for the rest of the game. 

Her head coach, and 
mother, Jodi Rogers-
Reichensperger said the 
injury appears serious 
and could keep her out of 
action for a few games. 
The condition of Lislegard, 
who was hurt in the fourth 
set, was not immediately 
available.

The  Nigh thawks 
fell behind early, losing 
the first set 25-23. After 
rebounding in set two 
with a 25-10 win, the 
Nighthawks slipped 25-19. 
But despite their injuries, 
they held off the Vikings 
in the final two sets, 25-12 

See HAWKS...pg 2B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor



Nighthawks took the first 
set 25-22, but Ely roared 
back to take the second 
set 25-15 and the decid-
ing third game, 15-10. 
They had little trouble 
with International Falls, 
downing the Broncos 
25-14, 25-14. They beat 
Mt. Iron-Buhl 25-23 and 
25-20, but then lost to 
tournament champions 
Greenway in two tight 
sets, 25-22 and 25-23. 
“I believe that having a 

variety of girls contribute 
and step up when needed 
is really helping us be 
successful,” said Thomas.

In home action last 
Thursday, Ely rebounded 
from a 25-19 opening set 
loss to defeat Cherry in 
four. The Wolves went to 
top Cherry 25-22, 25-21, 
and 25-15. “Getting a win 
over Cherry after losing 
the first set was a good 
confidence booster for us,” 
said Thomas. 

J u n i o r  B r i e l l e 
Kallberg had a strong 

night for Ely, with 18 kills, 
ten digs, and four blocks. 
Junior Erika Mattson had 
six kills and nine digs, 
while senior setter Lida 
Dodge put up 20 assists. 
Jenna Merhar tallied 
12 kills and McCartney 
Kaercher put up 13 set 
assists. 

The Wolves were set 
to host Mesabi East on 
Thursday night, after the 
Timberjay’s Wednesday 
press time. They’ll be back 
in action on Thursday, 
Sept. 20, at North Woods. 

and 15-11 to notch their fifth win of the 
season. 

“They really did great under 
the circumstances,” said Rogers-
Reichensperger. “I couldn’t be prouder 
of them.”

Despite her injury at the midway 
point, Reichensperger put up strong stats, 
with 13 kills, 12 digs, and a block in just 
over two sets of play. Sophie Lenz had a 
good night as well, with 15 kills, 12 digs, 

and three blocks, while Lara Poderzay 
was a machine from the setter position, 
posting 35 assists.  Maija Maki posted 
11 digs and five kills, while Jenna Smith 
notched 14 digs. 

In Monday night home action, the 
Nighthawks had an off night and fell hard 
to South Ridge in straight sets, 25-23, 
25-14, and 25-21.

“It was an off day,” said Rogers-
Reichensperger. “We struggled in every 

aspect. And when the other team doesn’t 
it’s a recipe for disaster.”

Sophie Lenz put up 12 kills and eight 
digs, while Reichensperger posted 11 
digs, six kills, and a block. Maija Maki 
added six digs and three kills, while Lara 
Poderzay put up 20 set assists. 

The Nighthawks offered up a 
respectable showing at the Greenway 
tournament on Saturday with a 2-2 record 
for a fifth-place finish. They topped 

Mesabi East (25-23, 25-16) and Mt. 
Iron-Buhl (25-12, 25-21) while losing to 
Ely in three (22-25, 25-15, and 10-15) 
and North Woods in two (12-25, 16-25). 

In action last Thursday, the 
Nighthawks dumped the Rangers in 

FOOTBALL...Continued from page 1B

said Lassi. 
Chisholm’s butter fingers 

had just begun as they fumbled 
on second down of their next 
series giving Ely the ball on 
their 45-yard line with 4:54 
left in the half.

A quick drive brought the 
Wolves to the red zone, where 
senior Nick Mattila burst up 
the middle from six yards out 
to give Ely a 22-12 lead after 
a failed conversion.

Chisholm fumbled the 
kickoff with 2:21 remain-
ing, and Ely’s Eddie Prijatel 
grabbed it near midfield to give 

the Wolves yet another scoring 
chance in the half. 

Junior quarterback Bryce 
Longwell connected with 
junior tight end Josh Larson 
to advance to the Chisholm 
15-yard line. An 11-yard run 
left the Wolves first-and-goal 
from the four with less than a 
minute left, but that’s where 
the going got tougher. After 
three unsuccessful plays left 
them shy of the end zone and 
with just three seconds left on 
the clock, Longwell hit Mattila 
in the end zone as the buzzer 
sounded.  A successful two 

point conversion sent both 
teams to the locker rooms with 
Ely up 30-12. 

It would prove to be the 
final, as both teams’ defenses 
dominated the second half. 
Twice the Bluestreaks drove 
deep inside Wolves territory 
only to turn it over on downs. 

 “We took advantage of 
turnovers which ended up 
being the difference in the 
game,” said Lassi. “We have 
now forced six turnovers and 
given up one.”

Offensively, the Wolves 
gained a total of 257 yards, 

while averaging 4.7 yards per 
carry. Mattila put big numbers 
on the board, rushing for 
120 yards. Nettifee, a junior, 
added another 73. Longwell 
completed two of seven passes 
for 37 yards and a touchdown, 
suffering one interception. 
Larson hauled in a 34-yard toss 
for Ely’s biggest pass play of 
the game.

Ely will host Lake of the 
Woods this Friday, Sept. 14, 
in their home opener. Kickoff 
is at 7 p.m.

Briefly

HAWKS...Continued from page 1B

The Area’s Best 
Outdoors Coverage!

VOLLEYBALL...Continued from page 1B
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FIELD TWP –The Grizzlies 
dominated play against Eveleth-
Gilbert at home on Tuesday, topping 
the Golden Bears in straight sets, 
25-14, 25-17, and 25-19.

Morgan Burnett posted 22 set 
assists and five aces, while Regan 
Ratai tallied 11 kills and four digs. 
Coley Olson added eight kills, while 
Kate Stone and Kayla Tschida each 
notched four kills. 

Playing in Deer River on 
Monday, North Woods lost to the 
Warriors, although game results 
and stats were not available as of 
press time. 

Over the weekend, the Grizzlies 
took second place at the Greenway 
Tournament. North Woods won 
early games against Mesabi East 
(25-12, 29-27), and Northeast Range 
(25-12, 25-17) to advance to the gold 
division.

There, the Grizzlies went 1-1, 
beating Cherry (25-19, 25-22) 
before falling to Greenway (19-25, 
25-14, 15-11). Player stats were not 
available. 

Grizz pick up 
wins and losses

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

VOLLEYBALL 

VIRGINIA— Members of the Ely 
boys cross country team demonstrated 
they’re likely to be top contenders in 
the section again this season after taking 
second overall at the Virginia Invitational 
meet, held Aug. 30. 

The Ely boys notched a team score 
of 57, led by Ely junior Luke Olson, 

who placed second overall, with a time 
of 16:20.5. 

Junior James Schwinghamer finished 
fourth with a time of 16:57.4, while fresh-
man Gabriel Pointer took 13th with a time 
of 17:37. Sophomore Emmett Faltesek 
finished at 18:00.3, good for the 16th spot, 
while fellow sophomore Jasper Johnston 

finished 22nd, with a time of 18:04.9.
Ely girls finished in ninth place with 

a team score of 174. 
Eighth-grader Phoebe Helms was the 

top girls performer for Ely, finishing the 
course in 23:03.5, good for 31st place. 

Wolves go into season strong after success at Virginia Invite
CROSS COUNTRY

Team no longer undefeated 
after two losses on the road

Battle Axe Pub
Bow Blast

Cock-A-Doodle-Zoo
Magic the Live Unicorn

Ye Old Bingo
Mermaids, Fairies, 

Vikings & much more!

New for 2018

Open Saturdays and Sundays August 18th-September 30th 
Plus Labor Day and Festival Friday, September 28th 

Rain or Shine  9am-7pm RenaissanceFest.com 
952-445-7361 FREE Parking

Full Contact Live Jousting ● 16 Stages of Exciting 
Entertainment ● 50 FREE Family Friendly Activities

250 Artisans for Endless Shopping ● Enjoy Craft Beer 
& Feast Like A King

2018     Minnesota

Ely, MN—Today the 
Boundary Waters Action 
Fund certified its next 
round of Champions who 
will protect the Boundary 
Waters from the threat of 
sulfide-ore copper mining 
in its watershed. This des-
ignation has added impor-
tance given the Trump 
Administration’s actions 
last week to disregard facts 
and science and cancel the 
comprehensive study as to 
whether the watershed of 
the Boundary Waters is the 
right place for America’s 
most toxic industry.

 “Now more than ever 
Minnesotans need elected 
leaders to stand up for 
Minnesotans, not the cor-
porate interests of mining 
companies half a world 
away,” said Executive 
Director Alex Falconer. 
“We are confident these 
Champions will demand 
sound science, economics 
and listen to their constitu-
ents on this critical issue.” 

 T h i s  r o u n d  o f 
Champions include candi-
dates running for congres-
sional seats as well as one 
running state-wide office:

 First congressional 
district: Dan Feehan

Second congressional 
district: Angie Craig

Third congressional 
district: Erik Paulsen and 
Dean Phillips

Fourth congressional 
district: Betty McCollum

Fifth congressional 
district: Ilhan Omar

Sixth congressional 
district: Ian Todd

Minnesota Attorney 
General: Keith Ellison
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Tina Brown 
Tina Hardy Brown, 

50, of Soudan, died on 
Monday, Sept. 3, 2018, in 
Essentia Health Virginia 
after a valiant fight with 
cancer. A Celebration of 
Life will be held from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 15 in the Tower Mini-
Park. Inurnment will take 
place in the Ely Cemetery. 
Family services provided 
by Bauman-Vermilion, a 
Bauman Family Funeral 
Home in Tower. 

Tina was born on 
Dec. 8, 1967, in Ely, the 
daughter of Tom Helm 
and Dorothy Lushine, 
moved to Wisconsin, 
and returned to Soudan 
in the late 1980’s. She 
married Russell “Rusty” 
Brown on July 2, 2005, 
in Tower, and they made 
their home in Soudan. 
She was employed as the 
manager for D’Erick’s 
Tower Liquor for 20 years. 
Tina loved motorcycle 
riding, concerts, swim-
ming, and people.

Tina is survived by her 
husband, Russell “Rusty” 
of Soudan; mom, Dorothy 
Lushine of Ely; brothers, 
Carl Hardy of Silver Bay 
and Kevin Helm; children, 

Travis (Jenna) Benck 
of Soudan and Matthew 
(Katie) Benck of Palo; 
stepsons, Jacob Brown of 
Hibbing, Kyle Brown of 
Babbitt and Karl (Angel) 
Brown of Eveleth; grand-
children, Declan Brown 
of Babbitt and Ezekiel 
Benck of Soudan and 
Brynlee; extended family 
and friends.

She was preceded in 
death by Tommy Helm 
and Dave Hardy.

Michael P. Bayliss
Michae l  Pa t r i ck 

Bayliss, 62, died peace-
fully but unexpectedly on 
Sunday, Sept. 2, 2018, in 
his home in Cook. A cel-
ebration of life was held 
on Monday, Sept. 10 at 
First Lutheran Church in 
Hibbing. Arrangements 
were with Range Funeral 
Home in Hibbing.  

Michael was born 
on March 17, 1956, to 
Roger and Lois Bayliss 
in Crosby. He was raised 
in Iron Hub. In 1974 
he moved to Keewatin 
and worked at National 
Steel and was a member 

of USWA Local 2660. 
During the mining lay-offs 
in the 1980s he started 
and operated Minnesota 
Promotion. After being 
called back to work, he 
was a driving force and 
chairman of the National 
Steel Career Development 
Program. 

He married Susan 
Dimatteo on Sept. 14, 
1991. Together (Susan 
mostly along for the wild 
ride) they flipped houses, 
had rental property, and the 
Pizza Mill. He retired from 
Keetac (NSPC) in 2003, 
but moss did not grow 
under his feet. Mike helped 
son James with many Live 
Generously projects, loved 
to mentor kids, and worked 
in his workshop building 
many intricate cutting 
boards, and one-of-a-kind 
cigar box guitars. He made 
many requested projects 
for family, and repaired 
and gave away reclaimed 
broken items from the 
dump. He was always 
creating. 

He loved spending 
time with his family and 
playing poker with his 
favorite daughter-in-law. 
Mike was “Pops” to his 
grandkids, and to many 
adults as well. He would 
even brand his wood cre-
ations with “Pops”. His 
amazing magic tricks, 
quick wit, big bear hugs, 
and engaging smile will 
be missed. Mike loved 
fishing and taking his 
family on charters on Lake 
Superior and up to Rainy 
to experience sturgeon 
fishing, most often with his 
best friend and brother-in-

law, Jerry Ferrier. Oh, the 
adventures those two had!!

There are many unfin-
ished projects. His life is 
over too soon. If you knew 
him, there was never any 
question of his enthusiasm 
or love. You felt it fully. 

M i k e  w i l l  b e 
greatly missed by his 
wife, Susan of Cook; 
daughters, Angela (John) 
Schweiberger and Amber 
(Troy) Silvia, and sons, 
James (Kristen) Bayliss 
and Kyle Dimatteo, all of 
Hibbing; grandkids, Ethan, 
Cameo, Faith, Stella, Ava, 
Adelyn, Gavin, Jacksen, 
Sylas, Kylee and Evelyn; 
great-grandkids, Vivian 
and Logan; best buddy and 
loyal four-legged com-
panion, Gilligan; sisters, 
Candace (Jerry) Ferrier, 
Nan Berg, Susan (Charlie) 
Berg and Mary Parker, all 
of the Crosby area; and too 
many nieces and nephews 
to name - he loved you all.

Welcoming him to 
the other side, Mike was 
preceded in death by 
his parents; mother- and 
father-in-law, Tom and 
Lorraine McDonald; 
brothers, Joe and Mark; 
sister, Nadine; brother-in-
law, Jerry Berg; and grand-
son, Myles Schweiberger.

 
Mary T. Smuk 

Mary T. Smuk, 88, 
of Ely, passed away on 
Monday, Sept. 10, 2018, at 
the Boundary Waters Care 
Center in Ely. A Funeral 
Mass will be held at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 15 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Ely with visita-
tion being held one hour 

prior to the service at the 
church. Family arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.

Robert Olsen 
Robert “Bob” Olsen, 

88, of Cook, former-
ly of Babbitt, went to 
his heavenly father on 
Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2018. 
A memorial service was 
held on Monday, Sept. 10 
at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Cook. Bob’s family 
wishes to thank the staff 
of the Cook Nursing Home 
for the excellent care he 
was given during the past 
five years. Arrangements 
were with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook.

Bob was born to Hans 
I and Milla (Johnson) 
Olsen on May 9, 1930, in 
Hibbing. He grew up in 
the Mahoning Location. 
He spent his Sundays and 
summers at his grandpar-
ents’ homestead “Haley” 
near Cook. Bob attended 
Hibbing High School 
and then went on to serve 
his country in the United 
States Army. On Sept. 
14, 1957, he was united 
in marriage to Corrine 

Zastrow in Hibbing.
In 1962, Bob began 

working at Reserve Mining 
in Babbitt and raised his 
family there. Bob also 
operated Babbitt Heating 
from the mid-1960s until 
his retirement in 2004. 
Bob was a Babbitt City 
Councilman and Mayor 
for nearly two decades. 
Following Corrine’s death 
in 2004, Bob moved to 
Cook, where he enjoyed 
living at his cabin on the 
family homestead. Since 
August 2013, he had 
lived at the Cook Nursing 
Home as his Parkinson’s 
disease progressed. Bob’s 
life was defined by his 
commitment to his faith, 
his family, and his com-
munity.

Bob is survived by his 
daughter, Leanne (Don) 
Negley of Babbitt; son, 
Scott (Lynn) Olsen of 
Cook; goddaughter/niece, 
Kelly (Paul) Bates of St. 
Cloud; son of the family, 
Shawn (Gina) Carter of 
Austin, Texas; grand-
daughters, Morgan (Tom) 
Klatt and Samantha Olsen; 
grandsons,  Cameron 
(Nicole) Negley, Myles 
Bates, Tyler Bates and 
Riley Bates; great-grand-
children, Adeline, Gunnar 
and Bowde Klatt, Payton 
and Ezmay Olsen; and 
many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; wife, 
Corrine; and siblings, 
Ruth, Gladys, Norman, 
Hans II, James and Ragna. 
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Pizzas, Pasta
& More!

Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!
OPEN DAILY 11 AM - 9 PM

(No delivery until the fall)
365-3688  •  520 E. Sheridan St., Ely 

Delivery begins September 17

• Affordable rates
• Meeting/party rooms

• Near 2 state parks, trails and more!

Call 218-753-2333
vermilionparkinn.com

Conveniently located near Lake Vermilion

Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center Street • Soudan

We’ll Take Good Care
of Your Overflow 

Guests!

Come and see the flowers
and stay a night or two!

St. Michael’s Foundation

CHILI 
COOK-
OFF

Thursday, Sept. 20
Miners Memorial Building in Virginia

Social Hour 4 – 5 p.m.
Chili Tasting begins at 5 p.m.

Door Prizes • Cash Bar

35 Cooks in 3 Categories 
(Individuals, Clubs/Organizations, Professionals)

$1 Raffle Baskets, Silent Auction, Split-the-Pot, 
and Don’t Miss Your Chance to Win a LG Refrig/

Freezer (200 squares available at $10 per square)

Questions? Call Renee Christianson at 218-748-7809
Proceeds from the fundraiser benefit St. Michael’s Foundation, which supports 

St. Michael’s Health and Rehabilitation Center in Virginia

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for
1 and 2 bedroom apartments in

Tower and Soudan.

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111

Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

For
All Your

Feed & Seed
NeedsCOOK- Former Cook resident 

and area teacher, Sandra Butalla, will 
present a program at the Cook Public 
Library at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 
18.  She is the author of two books, 
both of which are true stories about 
Iron Range World War II veterans 
and their incredible experiences 
during the war.  

When they were still teenagers, 
these young men willingly went to 
war and they each bravely faced 
dangers that were beyond imagina-
tion. Butalla’s mission is to preserve 
some of the amazing stories that 
American heroes have to tell about 
their military service. Most of the 
World War II veterans have passed 
away, but she was most fortunate in 
locating two from the Iron Range 
who were ready, willing, and able 
to share their stories.  

Butalla wrote two books, “The 
Man Who Fell to Earth,” the true 
life story of WWII veteran airman 
Robert Givens and his harrowing 
fall from a B-17 as it broke apart 
over the North Sea, and “Warbirds 
in the Cloak of Darkness,” the true 
life story of WWII veteran airman 

Bob Holmstrom as he became part 
of the Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS) and its dangerous, highly-se-
cret “Carpetbagger” missions.  With 
spies, special ops, and extreme 
danger, the Carpetbaggers were 
sworn to secrecy for forty years 
after the war.

Even after more than seventy 
years, most people have not heard 
about them or the OSS and its 

many covert operations during the 
war.  This story lifts the veil of 
secrecy in one of America’s best-
kept secrets.

More than seventy-five years 
later, Congress finally voted to 
bestow the Congressional Gold 
Medal to the Carpetbaggers, 
although most of them have passed 
away.  Fewer than twenty were 
able to travel to Washington, D.C. 
in March to receive our nation’s 
highest civilian honor, and Robert 
Holmstrom was one of them.

Sandra Butalla will be dis-
cussing both books during the 
program. Copies of each book will 
be available and signed, and both will 
be available for purchase following 
the program.

Both books are also available at 
Amazon.com, Barnes&Noble.com, 
HellgatePress.com, and at the Jack 
Butalla Agency, 114 Chestnut St. 
in Virginia.

Proceeds from the sale of these 
books are donated to the American 
Legion and the Honor Flight.

Local author Sandra Butalla to speak and sign 
books at the Cook Library on Tuesday, Sept. 18

Sandy Butalla



REGIONAL— It’s anyone’s 
guess what hunters will find 
when they take to the woods 
this weekend for the opening of 
Minnesota’s ruffed grouse season. 
After last year’s hunt proved less 
robust than advertised, DNR wild-
life officials aren’t making any 
predictions about the state of the 
region’s ruffed grouse population. 

What we do know is that this 
past spring’s drumming count in 
northeastern Minnesota was down 
from the 2017 count, although at 
an average of 1.7 drums per stop, 
it was still above the long-term 
norm. That means the adult grouse 
population was certainly high 
enough this spring to produce a 
productive season for hunters, but 
it all depends on their reproductive 
success and that’s usually a wild 
card until the season is underway 
and the leaves start to fall in the 

woods. 
Tower Area DNR wildlife 

manager Tom Rusch said early 
field reports suggest average 
reproduction in northern St. 
Louis County. Nesting condi-
tions were mixed, said Rusch, 
with heavy rains in June and 
July, which can reduced nesting 
success. Temperatures were mild, 
however, which should have tem-
pered the negative effects of the 
heavy rain. 

At least some initial reports, 
albeit anecdotal, aren’t encour-
aging. “They’re few and far 
between,” said Dennis Udovich, a 
bear hunting guide who has been 
active in the woods around Cook 
and Orr for the past several weeks. 

Grouse numbers have been 
a source of concern for the past 
few years, and wildlife managers 
aren’t sure why that is. Udovich 
said he’s seen a big increase in the 

See GROUSE...pg. 5B
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Explore the mine’s geologic wonders during new tour being offered in September

Species may be facing survival pressures from new predators and disease

STATE PARKS

 Fishing reports

Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower

LINDLEY’S ASTER

The  Lindley’s  Aster 
Symphyotricum ciliolatum, is 
probably the North Country’s 
most common reliably blue-to-vi-
olet fall aster. It can be told from  
our most abundant aster, the 
Large-leaved Aster, by its consis-
tent bluish color and by its flower 
cluster, which tends to begin 
about midway up the stem. The 
leaves are also narrower and less 
hairy than the big, heart-shaped 
leaves of the large-leaved variety.  
You’ll find this flower most often 
along forest roads, where it finds 
the little bit of sun that it needs 
to thrive. 

Ely area

Soudan mine offers new tour

Top: A ruffed 
grouse 
blends into 
the forest 
floor, 
showing why 
assessing 
grouse 
numbers can 
be tricky. 

 
Above: An 
alert grouse 
with its crest 
raised.
photos by 
M. Helmberger

HUNTING SEASON

Grouse outlook unclear
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Wal leye  f i sh ing  has 
improved somewhat with the 
advent of cooler temperatures. 
Most anglers are still relying on 
crawler harnesses to do the job, 
and it’s paying off. While many 
of the fish are still relating to 
structure such as reef tops and 
island points, some are finding the 
fish staging at the mouths of bays 
in relatively shallow water. This 
is where crankbait fishermen are 
garnering some decent catches as 
well. Try working the drop-offs 
in ten to eighteen feet during 
the day and gradually moving 
shallower as evening progresses. 
Fishermen at dusk and into the 
evening hours are beginning to 
score on minnows fished under 
a slip bobber, changing over to 
lighted bobbers after dark, as 
fish move as shallow as six feet 
in some cases.

Northern pike anglers are 
scoring some good numbers 
while casting spinner baits and 
spoons throughout the day, but 
the most exciting bites have 
occurred early and late in the day 
by fishing top water offerings. 
Large plugs such as Zara Spooks, 
Baker’s NST-S poppers and 
Suick floating lures are scoring 
big. Remember to use adequate 
wire leaders as some of the fish 
are stiking the lures head first, or 
totally engulfing the baits.

Crappies have begun to 
school up again, with some in 
the twelve to fourteen-inch range 
being caught. Look for the fish 
suspended from eight to twelve 
feet down during the day and 
moving into the shallows right 
at dusk.

Courtesy Babe’s Bait, 
loacted at Ely’s west entrance.

REGIONAL—Ruffed grouse 
hunters in northern Minnesota can 
voluntarily submit samples for a 
West Nile virus research project 
being conducted by the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. 
Minnesota is collaborating on 
this project with researchers in 
Wisconsin and Michigan, and will 
be sharing protocols and results.

Hunters who would like to 
assist with the project should be 
willing to collect blood samples 
and hearts from birds within 30 

minutes of harvest. Collection 
kits will be available for pickup 
at the Bemidji and Grand Rapids 
regional DNR headquarters build-
ings beginning Monday, Aug. 27. 

Researchers also will collect 
samples at the Ruffed Grouse 
Society National Hunt in October, 
and at other hunting events to 
reach a sample size of 400 birds. 

“This is an important citizen 
science collaboration for us. 
Working with hunters and stu-
dents to collect the samples from 

harvested birds is critical to the 
success of the project,” Roy said. 

Return postage and complete 
instructions are included in the 
kits. The research is partially 
funded by the Ruffed Grouse 
Society and the Game and Fish 
Fund.

Questions about the West 
Nile virus study can be directed 
to Charlotte Roy at 218-328-8876 
or charlotte.roy@state.mn.us.

Hunters can help with grouse research effort

SOUDAN MINE— See an under-
ground mine the way the miners of 
yesteryear saw it. With help from a 
headlamp, hard hat, and tour guide, 
visitors here can walk the rails inside 
the mine at Lake Vermilion-Soudan 
Underground Mine State Park.

“Our new tours provide an oppor-
tunity to walk the drift and to see how 
the rock formations and exploratory 
work done by miners, using specific 

tools, allowed them to determine 
the location of the iron ore deposit,” 
explained Park Manager Jim Essig.  

Those who take the tour will also 
get to see a Minnesota fault line. Yes, 
Minnesota has them and yes, they 
are now viewable during the new 
weekday-only tour at the Soudan 
Underground Mine.

The new “walking drift tour” will 
occur at 2 p.m. weekdays in September 

at the mine. Visitors will descend a half 
mile into the mine via a “cage” elevator, 
followed by a three-quarter mile walk 
in search of geologic clues that show 
the way to iron ore. Visitors should 
wear sturdy shoes and a sweater.  Once 
visitors are underground, the hunt 
commences for geologic clues on the 
three-quarter mile walk formerly taken 
by miners. It takes about two hours 
and costs $20.

The entrance sign to Soudan touts the 
history of the state’s first, deepest, and 
richest iron mine. 



This week’s featured boat 
is a  16-foot, 1959 Larson All 
American, powered by a 1972 
Mercury 500 Thunderbolt.  The 
boat is owned by Ginger and David 
Rowell of Forest Lake.

David says they found the 
boat in Hutchinson last year and 
brought it home for restoration.  
A very rare Travel Troller trolling 
motor was found on the boat and 
still looks and works like new.  An 
interesting side note can be told 
of this boat.

During their visit to Canada 
in 1959, Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II and HRH Prince Philip 
accepted a gift of a Larson All 
American coming from the citizens 
of Cornwall, Ontario.  Larson boats 
were made there by Courlands 

Molded Products of Canada Ltd, 
a licensee of Larson.  Prince Philip 
was a boating enthusiast.  Also, in 
1958, Boating Magazine sent boat 
test pilot Hank Bowman to Little 
Falls to test the boat, as there was 
much interest in the development 
of the new Rand Gun process of 
spraying chopped glass fiber and 
resin to form molded boat hulls.  
Bowman gave the boat an “above 

average” rating.
I’m partial to this boat model 

as it was the first boat bought new 
by my Dad in 1958, and I have such 
found memories of fishing and 
water sking behind it on Cass Lake.

If you would like to see your 
boat featured here, contact me 
at 218-343-5719, or email at 
rcmely@frontiernet.net.
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GROUSE...Continued from page 4B
number of raccoons and skunks that 
have moved into the area, and both 
species are known to be effective 
predators of ruffed grouse nests. 
According to Udovich, every bear 
bait he put out this year was hit 
by raccoons. That’s a remarkable 
departure from the recent past, when 
raccoons used to be quite rare north 
of the Laurentian Divide. 

“I think the poor grouse are 
having a tough time,” he said.

At the same time, wildlife 
managers are trying to determine if 
West Nile virus could be a factor in 
the less-than-stellar grouse hunting 
in recent years. For the first time, 

DNR wildlife researchers are asking 
for help from hunters to study the 
possibility. 

West Nile virus is known to 
exist in the upper Midwest and 
cases have been found in wild birds, 
people and other mammals. Birds 
vary in vulnerability to the virus. 
Some bird species recover quickly 
and become tolerant to the virus 
while others, such as blue jays and 
crows, suffer higher rates of mortal-
ity. The research seeks to examine 
exposure and active infections in 
ruffed grouse.  

“Although the adult population 
has been cycling around a stable 

10-year average, we don’t know 
if West Nile might be impacting 
the production of young birds, 
which make up a large portion of 
what hunters see in the fall,” said 
Charlotte Roy, grouse project leader 
with the Minnesota DNR. (See 
sidebar for how you can assist in 
the research.)

Although the virus has been 
present in Minnesota for quite some 
time, a study in Pennsylvania indi-
cated the virus could impact ruffed 
grouse populations when combined 
with habitat stresses.

FISHERIES

KABETOGAMA— 
Anglers interested in 
wa l l eye  f i sh ing  on 
Kabetogama, Namakan, 
Sand Point, Crane and 
Little Vermilion lakes in 
northern St. Louis County 
are invited to participate in 
public meetings to review 
the current walleye regu-
lation on these lakes that 
make up the Namakan 
Reservoir.

“These five lakes are 
popular fishing destina-
tions,” said Kevin Peterson, 
International Falls area 
fisheries supervisor with 
the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources. “We 
want to be sure the public 
has plenty of opportunity 
to ask questions and par-
ticipate in the discussion.” 

There will be two 
meetings, each with a 
similar format: 7-9 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 2, at the 
Kabetogama Community 
Center along County Road 
122 in Kabetogama; and 
7-9 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 
4, at the Crane Lake Fire 
Hall, 7400 Handberg Road 
in Crane Lake. 

The DNR is present-
ing options to modify the 
current size and bag limit, 
and one option to extend 
the regulation as-is. The 
current regulation has been 
in place since 2007 and will 
expire on March 1, 2019. 
Input at the meetings will 
help determine if they are 
modified or extended to 
achieve fish management 
objectives.

The current exper-
imental regulation for 
walleye requires the imme-
diate release of walleye 
from 17 to 28 inches. One 
walleye more than 28 
inches long is allowed in 
a possession limit of four 
walleye. Anglers are cur-
rently allowed four walleye 
in a combined limit of six 
walleye and sauger.

In addition to retain-
ing the current regulation, 
another option under con-
sideration would modify 
the protected slot to match 
the current Rainy Lake 
regulation of an 18-26 inch 
protected slot limit with 
one walleye over 26 inches. 
A third option could be to 
set a harvest slot that would 
not only protect a similar 
size range of larger fish as 
the protected slot, but also 
protect smaller fish from 
harvest. All options could 
be combined with a four-
fish aggregate bag limit for 
walleye and sauger, which 
would be a reduction from 
the current limit of sauger.

“Angler preferences 
will have a great deal of 
influence over these reg-
ulations,” Peterson said.

People unable to 
attend a meeting may 
submit written comments 
to the DNR area fisheries 
office, 392 Highway 11 
East, International Falls, 
MN 56649; by phone at 
218-286-5220; or via email 
to kevin.peterson@state.
mn.us. All comments must 
be received by Oct. 15.

DNR seeks public input on 
Kab-Nam area walleye regs

  
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

72   57 69  58 68  4972  58
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

09/03     78     37    0.25      
09/04     75     36    0.00      
09/05     70     52    1.18      
09/06     66     30    0.00      
09/07     68     29    0.00      
09/08     73     48    0.00      
09/09     70     48    0.00    
Totals      16.23                       

09/03     77     39    0.00      
09/04     73     55    0.18      
09/05     66     43    0.13
09/06     70     30    0.00      
09/07     72     52    0.00      
09/08     72     50    0.00      
09/09     70     48    0.00                                               
Totals        NA       NA   

09/03     72     42    0.14      
09/04     74     45    0.00      
09/05     70     53    0.26      
09/06     65     40    0.00      
09/07     69     40    0.00      
09/08     72     52    0.01      
09/09     72     52    0.00    
Totals      22.46   .

09/03     73     38    0.18      
09/04     76     38    0.01      
09/05     70     53    0.70      
09/06     67     31    0.00      
09/07     69     31    0.00      
09/08     74     49    0.00      
09/09     70     47    0.00      
Totals      15.19      

09/03     73     37    0.55      
09/04     77     38    0.00      
09/05     71     53    0.83      
09/06     67     30    0.00      
09/07     69     31    0.00      
09/08     70     50    0.00      
09/09     71     49    0.00            
Totals      18.31      

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
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Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

 

Join our TEAM!   
 

FREE CNA Course Offered 
 
                                   Cook Care Center partners with  
                                      Leading Age Minnesota and  
                                         the State of Minnesota to  
                                           offer online Nursing Assistant  
                                             training at no charge.   
  
                                               Complete the training  
                                             courses in a matter of  
                                          weeks from the comfort of  
                                        your own home.  Skills lab and  
                                     clinicals are completed at the  
                                 Cook Care Center. 
 

 

Application deadline September 21st.   
 

Apply online at www.cookhospital.org or pick up an  
application from the Cook Hospital Business Office.     

 
Requirements: 

 Complete background check  
 Pass drug screening  
 Commit to minimum 90-day employment 

 
Inquire about our sign-on bonus! 

 
For questions, contact: 
Annie Dougherty, RN 
CNA Program Coordinator 
218-666-6218  
adougherty@cookhospital.org 
 

 



ORR CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
OF JUNE 11, 2018

The Public Variance Hearing 
for Dana and Fred Erkkila 
was held on June 11, 2018, 
at 6:45 p.m., at the Orr City 
Hall.

Present: 
Mayor Joel Astleford  
Councilor   Lloyd Scott
Councilor Tom Kennebeck
Councilor  Ericka Cote
Absent: 
Councilor Bruce Black

Also present:  Fred and 
Dana Erkkila; Paulette Scott; 
Pastor Dan Kerr; and Clerk/
Treasurer Cheri Carter.            

Mayor Joel Astleford called 
the Public Hearing to order 
at 6:45 p.m.  The purpose 
of the Public Hearing was 
to allow for public input on 
the issuance of a request 
from Fred and Dana Erkkila 
for a variance on the side 
yardage setback to the City 
of Orr Zoning Ordinance to 
construct a garage on their 
property located at 4716 Pine 
Drive, Orr, MN.

Fred and Dana Erkkila were 
present to answer ques-
tions and/or concerns.  All 
neighboring property own-
ers received notice of the 
Variance Request and Public 
Hearing.  No public or written 
comments were received.

Motion by Lloyd Scott, 
second by Ericka Cote, to 
adjourn PublicVariance 
Hearing at 6:55 p.m.  All in 
favor.   MOTION CARRIED.  
One (1) absent.

Respectfully submitted,
Joel R. Astleford, 
Mayor 
Cheri J. Carter, 
Clerk/Treasurer

Published in the Timberjay, 
Sept. 14, 2018

ORR CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF JULY 9, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the 
Orr City Council was held on 
July 9, 2018, at the Orr City 
Hall, 4429 Highway 53, Orr.  
Mayor Joel Astleford called 
the Meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.  Roll call was taken and 
the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.

Present: 
Mayor Joel Astleford 
Councilor   Lloyd Scott
Councilor Tom Kennebeck
Councilor  Ericka Cote
Councilor Bruce Black

Also present:  Clerk/
Treasurer Cheri Carter; 
Deputy Clerk Laura Manai; 
Assistant Maintenance 
Rocky Hoffman; Liquor Store 
Manager Charles “Chet” 
Nieman; Ambulance Director 
Donna Hoffer; Melissa 
Roach, Timberjay; and 
Pastor Dan Kerr.

There were no additions or 
deletions to the agenda.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Lloyd Scott, to 
approve the Consent Agenda 
consisting of Minutes of 
Public Hearing of June 11, 
2018, Minutes of Regular 
Meeting of June 11, 2018; 
and expenditures in the 
amount of $84,187.48.  All in 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

The 2017 City Audit was 
completed by Sterle & Co., 
and presented to the council.  
The City received a clean 
audit.  Motion by Bruce 
Black, second by Ericka 
Cote, to accept the find-
ings and conclusions of the 
2017 City Audit conducted 
by Sterle & Co.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Lloyd Scott, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, 
to approve the follow-
ing election judges for the 
2018 Primary and General 
Elections:  Dana Erkkila, 
Head Judge; Laura Manai; 
Rosemary Hoffer; Carol 
Woehrle; Roni Carr; Loretta 
Ahola and Arlene Johnson.  
All judges may not be used 
or trained depending on 
availability.  Compensation 
will be $9.50 per hour.   Dana 
and Laura were approved to 
attend judge’s training at the 
Clinton Town Hall on July 
18th.  All in favor.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Motion by Bruce Black, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, to 
transfer $294.00 from the 
Liquor Store Fund to the 
ATM bank account to cover 
2018 bank service charges 
and credit card fees.  All in 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED.

Rocky met with Rutchasky 
Construction to discuss 
repairs to the T-hangars 
at the airport.  He is also 
going to meet with Dincau 
Construction.  Discussion on 
repairs to T-hangars tabled 
until written estimates are 
received.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 

second by Lloyd Scott, to 
approve Resolution 2018-
06 Authorizing the City 
of Orr to Uncommit and 
Transfer Community Library 
Fund Balance of $367.48 
to the ORR Center.  The 
Community Library has been 
relocated to the ORR Center.  
The funds in the Community 
Library account consist of 
donations and book sales 
made specifically to support 
the operation of the com-
munity library.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Bruce Black, 
second by Ericka Cote, 
to approve payment to 
Ziegler, Inc., in the amount 
of $2,787.62 for emergency 
repairs to the generator at 
the water plant.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.

REPORTS FROM 
DEPARTMENT HEADS:

Liquor Store:  Liquor Store 
Manager Chet Nieman 
reported sales from this 
year’s July 3rd celebration 
showed an increase of 25% 
from last year.  He was given 
permission from the council 
to get quotes for a refriger-
ator to place under the fryer 
for condiments, etc.
  
Water and Sewer:  No report.  

Airport:  Airport Manager 
Rocky Hoffman submitted a 
fuel inventory report of 1,211 
gallons of Jet A and 2,222 
gallons of 100LL on hand.  
He has been able to rent out 
the heated hanger quite a bit 
this summer.

Ambulance:  Ambulance 
Director Donna Hoffer report-
ed they had a rig inspection 
with Dr. Knaack.  Dr. Knaack 
was impressed with the qual-
ity of equipment they have 
available.  They have been 
busy responding to emergen-
cy calls.  They will be sched-
uling training with lifeflight.  
Donna received council per-
mission to purchase shelving 
for the ambulance garage in 
the approximate amount of 
$522.24, plus shipping.

Fire Department:  No report.

Community Center:   A 
request was received from 
an individual wanting to rent 
the tables and chairs from 
the Community Center.  The 
council decided they would 
not be interesting in doing 
this at this time.

Tourist Information Center:  
The bog walk has sustained 
storm damage and will need 
repairs.

Comments from Visitors:  
None.

Comments from Mayor/
Council:  Mayor Astleford 
thanked the Orr Chamber 
and everyone else involved 
in making the 3rd of July Day 
Celebration a success.  

St. Louis County will be 
holding its Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan Update at the 
Community Center on July 
18th from 4:00 to  7:00 p.m.

The St. Louis County Board 
of Commissioners will be 
holding their July 24th meet-
ing at the Orr Community 
Center starting at 9:30 a.m.

Evaluations of full-time 
employees Rocky Hoffman 
and Laura Manai were 
held.   The meeting was 
closed to conduct employee 
evaluations for Cheri Carter, 
Charles Nieman and Tyae 
Pattenn.  Paul Koch arrived 
during this time for his eval-
uation.

Motion by Bruce Black, 
second by Ericka Cote, 
to adjourn.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 
p.m. to conduct closed 
employee evaluations.

Respectfully submitted,
Joel R. Astleford, 
Mayor 
Cheri J. Carter, 
Clerk/Treasurer

Published in the Timberjay, 
Sept. 14, 2018

ORR CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF AUGUST 13, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the 
Orr City Council was held on 
August 13, 2018, at the Orr 
City Hall, 4429 Highway 53, 
Orr.  Mayor Joel Astleford 
called the Meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m.  Roll call was taken 
and the Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited.

Present: 
MayorJoel Astleford 
Councilperson  Lloyd Scott
Councilperson
Tom Kennebeck
Councilperson  
Ericka Cote

Absent:
Councilperson Bruce Black

Also present:  Clerk/
Treasurer Cheri Carter; 
Deputy Clerk Laura Manai; 

Maintenance Supervisor Paul 
Koch; Assistant Maintenance 
Rocky Hoffman; Liquor Store 
Manager Charles “Chet” 
Nieman; Ambulance Director 
Donna Hoffer; and Melissa 
Roach, Timberjay.

Item J was added to the 
agenda:  Bids for washing 
and staining the log siding at 
the Liquor Store.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Ericka Cote, to 
approve the Consent Agenda 
consisting of Minutes of 
Regular Meeting of July 9, 
2018; and expenditures in 
the amount of $104,921.46.  
All in favor.  MOTION 
CARRIED.   One (1) Absent.

The city received four bids 
for 13,000 gallons of propane 
for the 2018-19 heating sea-
son.  Motion by Lloyd Scott, 
second by Tom Kennebeck, 
to accept the low bid from 
Rainy Lake Oil in the amount 
of $1.049 per gallon.  All in 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  
One (1) Absent.

Motion by Ericka Cote, sec-
ond by Lloyd Scott, approve 
transfer of first half levy 
proceeds from the Cook 
Orr Hospital District in the 
amount of $36,331.25 from 
the general checking account 
to the ambulance savings 
account at the American 
Bank of the North.  All in 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  
One (1) Absent.

Motion by Lloyd Scott, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, to 
approve Charitable Gambling 
Application for American 
legion Post #480 for their 52 
Club in October.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.  One 
(1) Absent.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Lloyd Scott, to 
approve Resolution 2018-07 
Authorizing the City of Orr 
Ambulance to Make Grant 
Application to and Receive 
Grant Funds from Essential 
Health Community CPR/First 
Aid Training.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.  One 
(1) Absent.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Lloyd Scott, to 
approve travel and train-
ing request for Dennis 
Cote to attend CPR/First 
Aid Instructor Certification 
Training in Altoona, 
Wisconsin.  This will enable 
Dennis to be certified to 
instruct CPR and First 
Aid Training.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  Voting in favor:  
T. Kennebeck, L. Scott, J. 
Astleford.  One (1) Abstain: 
E. Cote; One (1) Absent:  B. 
Black.

Motion by Lloyd Scott, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, to 
approve a one-time adjust-
ment due to an unusual high 
water and sewer usage for 
the month of July from Deena 
Congdon, Lake Country RE/
Max.  Deena indicated the 
problem is being fixed.  All in 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  
One (1) Absent.

Motion by Tom Kennebeck, 
second by Lloyd Scott, 
to approve payment 
to Sokoloski Septic & 
Excavating in the amount 
of $2,550.00 for emergency 
repairs to the city alleyway/
Mankus driveway due to July 
storm damage.  This is an 
unbudgeted expense.  The 
City of Orr will be receiv-
ing $6,780 for Small Cities 
Assistance from the State of 
Minnesota for streets.  Some 
of these funds will be used to 
pay for repairs to the road-
way.  All in favor.  MOTION 

CARRIED.  One (1) Absent.  
Maintenance Supervisor 
Paul Koch was requested to 
get quotes to put recycled 
asphalt toward the top of 
the drive to prevent further 
washouts.

The city has received two 
complaints regarding blight-
ed properties in the city.  
The affected property own-
ers were notified on August 
1, 2018, by Priority Mail 
with delivery confirmation, 
that they were in violation 
of Ordinance 96-01, and 
were given 10 days to rec-
tify the situation.  They also 
received a copy of Orr Blight 
Ordinance 96-01.  Both prop-
erty owners have made prog-
ress in bringing their property 
in compliance with city ordi-
nance.  Tom Kennebeck will 
follow up to see if they need 
further assistance. 
  
Paul Koch submitted a 
request for reimbursement 
for a cell phone with prepaid 
minutes because his phone 
quit working.  The city has 
previously purchased a cell 
phone for Paul.  Switching 
from pagers to cell phones 
has significantly increased 
communication and effi-
ciency.  With a trac phone, 
the city is not locked into 
a long-term, expensive con-
tract.  Motion by Lloyd Scott, 
second by Tom Kennebeck, 
to approve requested reim-
bursement.  All in favor.  
MOTION CARRIED.  One 
(1) Absent.

Chet obtained two quotes to 
pressure wash, scrub and 
stain the log siding at the 
liquor store: (1) Jason’s Log 
Finishing & Painting in the 
amount of $2,675.00; and 
(2) Cal Contracting in the 
amount of $4,800.00.  Motion 
by Ericka Cote, second by 
Lloyd Scott, to approve the 
lower quote from Jason’s Log 
Finishing & Painting.  All in 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  
One (1) Absent.
 
REPORTS FROM 
DEPARTMENT HEADS:

Liquor Store:  Liquor Store 
Manager Chet Nieman 
reported sales are up over 
$30,000 compared to last 
year at this time.  The mayor 
thanked Chet for doing 
a good job with sales and 
inventory.  The air condi-
tioner required repairs.  It 
may have to be replaced at 
some point because the R22 
it needs is expensive and 
hard to find.   
  
Water and Sewer:  Paul 
reported things are going 
well.  The smaller propane 
tank was leaking at Old City 
Hall and has been fixed.   
The bio-solid permit has 
been submitted to St. Louis 
County for the 30 day public 
comment period.

Airport:  Airport Manager 
Rocky Hoffman submitted a 
fuel inventory report of 1,266 
gallons of Jet A and 1,693 
gallons of 100LL on hand.  
He is still trying to get quotes 
for repairs to the T-hangars.  
The runway lines have 
been repainted by MnDOT-
Aeronautics.  The seal on the 
front axle of the airport pickup 
needs to be replaced.  The 
council approved bringing 
the pickup to Wally’s Auto.  
The council also approved 
repairs to the security lights 
in the parking lot.  Only one 
security light has been work-
ing.   Jeff Purdy has another 
customer in the area so the 
cost of the lift can be shared.  
The lights will be switched to 
LED.  Approximate cost will 
be $650 to $750.  City staff 

will contact Lake Country 
Power to see if it qualifies for 
a rebate.

Ambulance:  Ambulance 
Director Donna Hoffer report-
ed they have had numerous 
trainings for equipment use 
in the last month.  They will 
conducting fit testing and 
radio training this week.  
Things are going well with 
Dr. Knaak, the new Medical 
Director.  Donna received 
approval to apply for a grant 
to place defibulators in com-
mercial businesses in the 
city.  There would be no 
cost to the city if this grant is 
received.  They have added 
nine new EMRs this summer 
with some going on to take 
the EMT certification.

Fire Department:  Dallas 
Johnson was not able to 
be present but informed 
the council MacQueen 
Emergency Group will be 
making needed repairs to the 
pumper truck.

Community Center:   The 
temperature controls for the 
AC and heat need calibrat-
ing.

Tourist Information Center:  
It has been a very busy sum-
mer to date.  There are tree 
limbs over hanging by the 
RV dump that will need to be 
trimmed by city maintenance.  
The Bog Walk still needs 
repairs.

Comments from Visitors:  
None.

Comments from Mayor/
Council:  Tom Kennebeck 

reported he and Judy Koch 
brought the check for the 
funds remaining in the 
library fund to Wendy Purdy 
at the ORR Center.  Mayor 
Astleford thanked Tom for his 
generous donation of time 
and work on the Community 
Library, and in helping make 
the transition to the ORR 
Center.    
Motion by Lloyd Scott, sec-
ond by Tom Kennebeck, 
to adjourn.  All in favor.  

MOTION CARRIED.
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Joel R. Astleford, 
Mayor 
Cheri J. Carter, 
Clerk/Treasurer

Published in the Timberjay, 
Sept. 14, 2018
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
PT Occupational Therapist

True Care Medical Therapy Center is accept-
ing applications for a part time Occupational 
Therapist. Must be fully licensed to practice 
in the State of Minnesota. New graduates 
welcome to apply. Resumes can be sent to 
info@truecaretherapy.com. For more infor-
mation contact Lisa at 218-666-2697.  9/14

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

ABSENTEE/EARLY 
VOTING REMINDER FOR 

GREENWOOD RESIDENTS
Absentee or early voting ballot applications 

for the general election to be held 
November 6, 2018, must be obtained from 

the St Louis County Auditor or online at
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/

other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-by-mail/
 

Absentee/early voting ballot 
applications for this election are 

NOT handled at the Township office.

For additional information contact the 
St. Louis County Auditor at

St. Louis County Auditor 
100 North 5th Avenue West, Room 214 

 Duluth, MN 55802-1293
E-mail: elections@stlouiscountymn.gov 

Fax: (218) 725-5060
Telephone: (218) 726-2385 

Toll Free: 1-800-450-9777 (Minn. only)
 

Feel free to contact me if 
additional information is needed

Sue Drobac, Greenwood Township Clerk  
3000 County Rd. 77, Tower, MN 55790                                                                                                                                    

or by phone at 218-753-2231. 9/21                                                         



HELP WANTED
POSITION AVAILABLE- BODY 
SHOP TECHNICIAN. Full-time 
benefits. Apply in person or 
send resume to: Lee Phillips, 
Waschke Family Chevrolet in 
Cook, 126 N. Hwy 53, PO Box 
549, Cook, MN 55723. 218-
666-5901 or 800-238-4545.  tfn

GLENMORE RESORT- Under 
new ownership. We are looking 
for a cabin cleaner. Will train. 
Call Mickey at 218-753-1200.  
9/21

PART-TIME SERVER 
NEEDED- Vermilion Club, Lake 
Vermilion, Tower. Apply in per-
son or email talmiko@yahoo.
com.  9/28

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY- Ham radi-
os, radios, tubes, testers, ampli-
fiers, receivers, beer cans & 
signs, antique toys. Call 507-
358-7549.  9/14v

WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn

WATER 
AEROBICS

WATER AEROBICS CLASSES- 
at the Fortune Bay pool. Starts 
Oct. 1. Anyone interested, 
please call Deb Andrick at 218-
753-5418.  9/21p

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.  
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am – 5pm.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

2BR FURNISHED HOUSE for 
sale in Soudan. Call Greg or 
Joan Dostert at 218-753-3047 
for a showing. Was $85,000, 
NOW ONLY $81,000. 10/26v

APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 
TOWER- Furnished, 2BR, 
2BA, quality throughout, heated 
attached garage. $850/mo. Call 
218-750-6566  tfn

MODERN COUNTRY HOME 
FOR LEASE- Heated garage, 
nice setting, low utilities. $850 
plus. 218-290-5370 text or call.  
9/14

STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion
A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing
Gifts • Boat Accessories

Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!

Sell It
HERE

Call 218-753-2950

ANTIQUES

221 Hwy 53, Suite B
Cook, MN (Next to Subway)

Thur-Mon 10-5 • 218.666.3139

STOP IN!

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Find us on
Facebook

DAY CARE
VICKI’S LITTLE DAY CARE- 
Trust a licensed provider! 
Infants and older. Located in 
Ely. Call 701-936-9191.  9/28

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven

history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

� Complete Site & Building Preparation
� Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
� Digging, Dozing, Hauling

� Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate  • 218-365-4220

canudigit@frontiernet.net    MPCA License 1826
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731  

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

 

4 - 40 YARD ROLL OFFS 

(Ely) 

Read It 
Here!

INSURANCE

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

REAL ESTATE

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

MT85
Mini Bobcat

$165 per day
(Trailer rental not included)

FOR RENT • MINI BOBCAT

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Gheen-$192,000 3 BR home on 120-acres. MLS#134831 
Orr-$168,000 Newer 2 BR home on 9-acres close to 
Pelican Lake. MLS#135461 
Orr-$52,500 Cute 2 BR home in Orr near Pelican Lake.
MLS#135487 
Int’l Falls-$75,000 Charming 2 BR home with lower-level
great room, garage and large back yard. MLS#135508 
Cook-$90,000 2 BR home with screened in patio and
garage on 40-acres. MLS#135587

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#131778- BUYCK- REDUCED! Ideal horse-person's/ 
sportsperson's country home on 33.94 acres near Vermilion 
River and Lake.  High quality 2 BR, 1-3/4 Bath home, horse 
barn, fencing, heated garage, sauna, overlooking scenic 
Two Mile Creek.  Many extras. $299,900

#135057-  LAKE VERMILION 3 BR, 2.5 bath year round 
home, 100' lksh.  Modern kitchen w/stainless steel appli-
ances, wood-burning fireplace and guest cabin. $435,000

#134298- RURAL COOK  2,BR, 1 bath home on 120 
acres.  Wood interior, lg. living area, gas fp.  Shed and 
Quonset hut, pond and creek. Solar-powered. End-of-road 
seclusion. $279,000

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

(218) 365-6037
2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. E. of 88 & 169

Landscaping Services, Garden Design,
Retaining Walls, Patios,

Yard Restoration

In Business Since 1979

Client • Rockwood Restaurant, Ely

Greenstone Nursery, Ely

We Offer A Huge Selection Of Trees,
Shrubs, Annuals and Perennials!

Client • Lake Vermilion Resident

We Use
Native
Plants!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have Crushed & Washed Rock,
Sand, Garden Soil,

Crushed/Screened Gravel & More,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks

FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations,

Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers

FOREST CONCRETE
READY MIX

Celebrating
Over

44 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!


