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ELY - The new year
brought the announce-
ment of a partnership
between Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital
(EBCH) and the Ely
Regional Community
Complex (ERCC) that
could lead to the building

community facility com-
prised of wellness ameni-
ties and enhanced health
programs and services.
Two more organi-
zations signed on to the
project this past week.
The YMCA of the
Greater Twin Cities
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New partners sign on to Ely hospital project
Twin Cities YMCA, Ely Area Ambulance join partnership

Ambulance Service
signed MemorandA of
Understanding (MOU) to
work with the ERCC and
EBCH to find solutions
to addressing the unmet
health needs of the com-
munity.

According to Ely
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Ely-Bloomenson

Community Hospital

Coyle,the MOU involving
the YMCA is with the
ERCC and EBCH, and

between the hospital and
the ambulance service.
The initiative, in its
early planning stages, has
two components, accord-
ing to Coyle.
“Regarding the first
part, the hospital is final-
izing its master facility

health care services to the
community. The second
area of the projectincludes
arecreational center, with
plans potentially including
a pool, indoor track and
other amenities,” he said.

Coyle noted that
the Memoranda of

of an 80,000 square-foot and

the Ely Area

Hospital CEO Michael there is a separate MOU
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Rough road becoming an issue
between Tower and Virginia

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER — It’s become the talk of
residents from Wuori Township to Ely.
Hwy. 169, particularly the ten miles
between the County Road 21 junction
and Hwy 53, is so rough this winter it
can shake your teeth out. Or at least
filling, as one local resident reported
recently on Facebook.

Rough roads in winter are hardly
uncommon in the North Country, but
the current condition of large stretches
of Hwy. 169 this winter is the worst

that many residents can recall.

Lake Vermilion Area Chamber
President Troy Swanson, of Tower,
posted about it earlier this week on
the Tower Mn Facebook page, which
he administers, and he struck a nerve
with area residents, who weighed in
by the hundreds to his question: “How
bad is Highway 169 between Tower
and Virginia?”

The responses came fast and
furious.. “I wouldn’t be surprised to
see 500 comments soon...Everybody

See... BUMPS pg. 12

About 10 miles of Highway 169
between the County Road 21
junction and Highway 53 are
so bumpy this winter that
hundreds of local Facebook
users have weighed in on the
issue. photos by M. White
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plan that will define new
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WHISTLEBLOWER?

Gomplaint alleges
EPA suppressed
comments on
PolyMet permit

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — A former attorney with
the Environmental Protection Agency has
told a government watchdog that officials
with the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency, and Trump administration appoin-
teesinthe EPA’s Midwest office, may have
worked in concert to keep the concerns of
EPA professionals over the MPCA’s water
quality permit for PolyMet under wraps.

Jeffry Fowley, who spent his legal
career with the EPA office that serves New
England, cites unnamed sources within the
agency inalan. 31 complaint to the EPA’s
Inspector General, Kathlene Butler.

Fowley’s report to the Inspector
General indicates that career staff in the
EPA’s Region V [Midwest] office had
concerns that the water discharge permit
(known as an NPDES permit) that the
MPCA proposed to issue to PolyMet for
its proposed copper-nickel mine near
Hoyt Lakes, was not in compliance with
federal law.

Fowley said he has also been advised
that the regional office “cooperated with
the state [of Minnesota] in helping to
keep such comments off the state record,
in ways that seem designed to hide the
concerns from the public and even from
the Minnesota state appeals court that is
expected to review the permit.”

See... EPA pg. 9

Mother-daughter duo seek a change to local food production

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

VERMILION
RESERVATION - A pair of
enterprising women on the
Bois Forte Reservation are
hoping to bring year-round
sustainable food produc-
tion to the Iron Range with
the region’s first aeroponics
facility.

As with hydroponic or
aquaponic systems of food
production, aeroponics does
not require soil. Instead, the

produce is typically grown
in tall hanging baskets that
are misted with water that
is enriched with oxygen and
nutrients.

The aeroponic method
requires just 10 percent of the
growing space and upwards
of half the growing time of
traditional veggies, with toma-
toes growing in as little as 49

days instead of the traditional
85. “Because it is so efficient,
you use less resources,” said
Danielle Pieratos, who is
undertaking the project with
her mother Denise.

To sustain the project,
the women are reaching out
to locally-owned restaurants

See..FOOD pg. 11
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Ruby’s Pantry held Feb. 14 in Cook
COOK- The next Ruby’s Pantry food distribution
will be on Thursday, Feb. 14 from 4:30-6 p.m. at the
old Cook School. Registration begins at 3 p.m. A $20
cash donation at the door buys an abundance of food.
Volunteers are asked to please arrive at 3 p.m. Please
bring your own containers. Ruby’s Pantry is now
offering online registration at rubyspantry.com start-
ing Friday, Feb. 15 for the March distribution with a
$21 donation at sign-up. Ruby’s Pantry is sponsored
by St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Alango. For more
information, contact Amy Viita at 218-666-2220.

Ruby’s Pantry held Feb. 23 in Babbitt

BABBITT- Ruby’s Pantry will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 23 from 10-11:30 a.m. at Babbitt
Municipal Center, 71 South Drive. A $20 cash dona-
tion buys an abundance of food, no checks will be
accepted. There are no income or residency guide-
lines. Please bring two large boxes or baskets. Ruby’s
Pantry is sponsored by St. Pius X Catholic Church
and is always held the fourth Saturday of each month.
Volunteers are always welcome.

Sisu Heritage Annual Meeting on
Sunday, Febh. 24

EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage, Inc. will hold its
annual meeting at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 24 at the
Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd. Agenda
items include the president’s and other committee
reports, election of four board members, and approval
of the 2019 budget.

The business portion will be followed by
members of The Farmstead Artisans, speaking on The
Nelimark Museum: History and Hospitality. They will
present the history and current mission of this little
gem of a destination in Embarrass. Some regular vis-
itors to the museum will also speak - about why they

come and the value of this community gathering place.

There will be door prizes and coffee an’ will be
served. All Sisu members are encouraged to attend.
Interested residents of surrounding communities are
invited to attend and to consider joining Sisu Heritage.
Membership is just $10 a year. Call 218-984-

3024 with any questions.

Best of Ely Chili Cookoff on Saturday,
Feh. 9 at Whiteside Park

ELY- On Saturday, Feb. 9 from 12-3 p.m. enjoy
different chili recipes prepared by local chefs and
restaurants. Sample the chilis, vote for your favorite
and then enjoy a full bowl. One caveat is that each
chili recipe must include a dried bean product, a food
shelf staple. Cost is $7 per person and the cookoff will
be held at Whiteside Park, 700 E Sheridan St. in Ely.
For questions, contact Cheryl Boyes at Cheryl.boyes@
elyareafoodshelf.org or 218-235-8527.

“We Are All Scientists” at Mesabhi UU
on Sunday, Feh. 10

VIRGINIA- On Sunday, Feb. 10 at 10:30 a.m.
at Mesabi Unitarian Universalist Church, Rev. Eric
Northard will present “We Are All Scientists.”

Science surrounds us in the world and helps us
understand the world around us. During this service
we will celebrate Darwin Day in honor of Charles
Darwin and celebrate the many great things that
science has brought and continues to bring to the
world. Mesabi Unitarian Universalist Church is handi-
cap accessible and located at 230 7th St. S in Virginia.
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LOCAL ARTS

ARTS in Ely launches online arts directory

ELY- Do you need to find a
musician foran upcoming wedding?
Do youwantto find a place to exhibit
your paintings? Do youknow where
in town you might get art supplies?
Would you like to find an artistic
mentor? Does connecting with other
creative folks appeal to you? Help
for answering any questions like
this is now available.

ARTS in Ely is a collaborative
group of artists, art organizations,
and art supporters and businesses
that came together beginning in
October2017.Since then, the group
has been working on various excit-
ing ideas as well as making one of
its big dreams for the community
come true—an online arts directory!

The online arts directory will
go ‘live’ on Tuesday, Feb. 12. The
arts directory will feature Ely artists,
art organizations, art businesses,
and venues for exhibits or perfor-
mances. Residents and visitors to
Ely will find it useful to find others
doing similar work, seek out new
art work on exhibit, places to buy
art supplies, see what art classes

CnLLAnanTluﬂ
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artsinely.org

are offered or ways to get involved
with local arts groups. Listings in
the directory are free and there may
be more directory options available
in the future. A lot of research has
gone into developing the directory
to make is user-friendly and also
protect individual information.

If you would like to sign up for
the directory but may have some

questions, please join representa-
tives from ARTS in Ely at the Ely
Public Library on Tuesday, Feb. 12
from 4-5:30 p.m. You can also go
directly to the website to sign up
at ARTSINELY.ORG. If you are
involved in any way with creative
arts in Ely, then this directory is
for you and ARTS in Ely wants to
provide you with a free listing!

The mission of ARTS in Ely
is to cooperate to nurture ARTS
in Ely, promote art creation, expe-
riences and collaborations. The
purpose of ARTS in Ely is to nurture
and develop the arts community
with resources, connections, and
support and to promote economic
growth through networking, mar-
keting and outreach.

If people are unable to attend
the launch at the library on Feb.
12 but have questions, they can
contact Keiko Williams at 365-
2639 on Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Wednesdays.

Students play with Mesabi Orchestra on
Feb. 16 in Ely and Feh. 17 in Virginia

REGIONAL- The Mesabi
Symphony Orchestra will perform
on Saturday, Feb. 16 at 2:30 p.m. at
Washington Auditorium in Ely and
on Sunday, Feb. 17 at 2:30 p.m. in
Virginia’s Goodman Auditorium.

Sheila Wilcox,a strings instruc-
torin Virginia, Eveleth and Gilbert,
and her studentsin grades 9-12, will
join the MSO for a Tragedy and
Comedy concert.

The Mesabi Chamber
Ensemble, also directed by Wilcox,
will send a few of its members to
the performances.

The program is wide-ranging
and eminently enjoyable. One of
Rossini’s greatest hits, the overture
to The Barber of Seville, will make
the audience chuckle even if they

don’t know the story of the jolly
tonsorialist and his bride.
Beethoven’s overture to the
opera Coriolanus lies at the other
end of the comedy/tragedy spec-
trum.It was composed for the opera,
which was based on a much earlier
Shakespearean play. In either case,
the eponymous general dies whether
by his own hand or that of another.
Jean Sibelius’ Andante Festivo
is almost a painting, despite the
“absolute music” nature of its title.
Borodin’s In the Steppes of
Central Asia is a painting in every
sense, a chance for the audience
to let their imagination roam free.
The imagination will definitely be
kicking up its heels with all the
dancing in here: Brahms’ Hungarian

peasants, Gliere’s Russian Sailors,
Saint Saens’ incomparable Delila
at the Bacchanale.

Buy tickets online at www.
mesabisymphonyorchestra.org, or
at the door. Kids get in free with
a ticket from their music teacher.

This concert is made possible,
in part, through a grant from Donald
G. Gardner Humanities Trust.
Operating supportis made possible,
in part, by the voters of Minnesota
through a grant from the Arrowhead
Regional Arts Council, thanks to a
legislative appropriation from the
arts and cultural heritage fund.

NWFA Cook Writers Group meets on Saturday, Feh. 9

COOK- One of Northwoods
Friends of the Arts most popular
events is the monthly Writers
Group that meets at NWFA
Gallery on the second Saturday of
each month from 1 to 3 p.m.

Under the leadership of Dr.
Ellie Larmouth, this group is open
to anyone who enjoys writing

and spending time with others
who share an interest and passion
about writing words of meaning,
whether prose, poetry or non-fic-
tion. Prompts are sometimes
given during the meeting and
everyone writes together for a few
minutes and then shares what they
have written.

NWEFA Gallery is located at
210 S River St. next to Dream
Weaver Spa and Salon in Cook.
Contact at nwfamn.org@
gmail.com or Facebook or the
website, www.nwfamn.org.
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FUNDRAISERS

World’s largest snowmobhile fundraiser hits the area

Fortune Bay a partner in effort to raise $1.2 million this year for ALS research

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

FORTUNE BAY— The
largest snowmobile fundraiser in
the world made a swing through
the Lake Vermilion area this past
week as part of their ongoing effort
toraise $1.2 million this year for the
fight against amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS), more commonly
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

More than 250 participants
in the event, known as the Black
Woods Blizzard Tour, have each
raised aminimum of $1,500 to take
part in the three-day snowmobile
tour of northeastern Minnesota.
“But many have raised far more
than that,” noted Mike Stephenson,
director of marketing and commu-
nications for the ALS Association
in Minnesota and the Dakotas.

Stephenson said many of the par-
ticipants in the ride raise as much
as $10,000-$15,000 on their own
every year to support the organi-
zation.

The money raised pays for
research for a cure for this tragic
disease, which typically kills those
it afflicts within two-to-five years
of diagnosis. In addition, said
Stephenson, the funds help the
more than 600 individuals afflict-
ed with ALS, and their families,
purchase medical equipment and
other services to help to ameliorate
some of the debilitating effects of
the disease.

The event, which celebrated
its 20th anniversary this year,
has grown tremendously since
four individuals came up with
the idea of a snowmobile ride to
raise money. “Back in 1999, four

gentlemen decided to ride around
Lake Superior,” said Stephenson,
“and they raised about $15,000.”

The following year, with
support from Black Woods Bar
& Grill, a total of 38 riders raised
$46,000. In the last two years,
however, the growing number of
participants raised $1 million annu-
ally, with a goal this year of $1.2
million. Besides being the world’s
largest snowmobile fundraiser, it’s
alsonow the largest ALS fundrais-
er in the U.S.

Since its founding, the event
hasraised justunder $10 million for
ALS research and help for victims.

Fortune Bay has been a partner
onthe eventsince 2001, and hosted
more than 300 event participants
this past week. “Fortune Bay truly

See FUNDRAISER...pg. 5

Just a few of the more than 300 participants in this
year’s Black Woods Blizzard Tour, who spent last
Thursday night at Fortune Bay. Now in its 20th year,
the event raised just over $1.2 million this year, a
new record. photo by Brian K. Anderson

RECREATION

BWCAW permit fiasco leaves business owners steamed

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

REGIONAL — Lastweek’s
collapse of the U.S. Forest
Service’s new online Boundary
Waters permit reservations
system has put the federal
agency back in the hot seat with
dozens of resort owners and area
outfitters who had hoped to line
up permit reservations for the
coming season when the system
went live on Jan. 30.

For now, the Forest Service
has offered no date certain when
a workable reservation system
will be up and running, which
has sparked plenty of anxiety
for area businesses that rely on

serving wilderness users for their
livelihood.

“We don’t have the old
system and we don’t have
their new system,” said Betsie
Vosburgh, owner of Vosburgh
Custom Cabin Rentals on
Moose Lake. “They left us with
nothing.”

Forest Service spokesperson
Kris Reichenbach said the Forest
Service and its reservations con-
tractor, Booz Allen Hamilton,
or BAH, were working to get
an improved system up and
running as quickly as possible.
“I don’t think any of us want to
put a tentative date out there,”
said Reichenbach. “We want to
make sure we’ve identified any

other problems and the system
is ready to go.”

Reichenbach said the Forest
Service will give the public and
businesses thatrely on Boundary
Waters reservations plenty of
advanced notice before the
system goes live.

Outfitters and resort owners
have expressed displeasure
for months with the change in
the reservation system, which
eliminated the use of a lottery
to allocate the limited number
of motor use permits issued
between May and September
each year. Local resort owners,
especially, feared that too many
of the permits would be snapped
up within minutes by users with
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faster Internet connections than
are typically available to most
businesses in northern St. Louis
and Lake counties.

Instead, the new system all
but collapsed within minutes of
going live and was quickly shut
down by the Forest Service.
The agency has since rescinded
those permits that some users
were able to obtain in the hour
before the Forest Service shut
the system down.

Jason Zabokrtsky, owner of
Ely Outfitting Co. said he and
his staff logged on to the new
reservation system promptly at
9 a.m. last Wednesday, when it
was scheduled to go live. “We
used two computers and started

2 CAESAR SALADS

2 BUTTER GARLIC SIRLOINS
2# KING CRAB

2 LOADED POTATOES
GREEN TOP CARROTS

2 GLASSES OF WINE
DESSERT TO SHARE

AESERVA TIONS RECOMMENDED: PLEA

the process and almost imme-
diately, the initial site screen
froze,” he said.“There was some
information on the first page, but
most of it was blank,” he said.
“We did get one permit reserved
on each computer by 9:45 a.m.
But by just after 10 a.m. we
were notified by the USFS that
the entire reservation server was
shut down.”

Zabokrtsky was clearly
frustrated by the system failure,
and he questioned why the Forest
Service hadn’t done more to test
the new system with outside
users. “The USFS has blamed
server issues for the failure on

See PERMITS...pg. 5
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AstheEly School District
enters into a school facilities
planning effort beginning
on Monday, taxpayers in the
community would be wise to
keep their eyes wide open to
ensure againsta phenomenon
we call “project-creep.”

Folks in Ely should keep
in mind that the impetus for
this new facility planning
effort was a $500,000 state
safety grant designed to
help fund a joint entrance
and connection between the
Memorial, Industrial Arts,
and Washington buildings.
That’s all positive and Ely
officials deserve credit for
going out and attracting those
funds.

Yet the funds quickly
sparked discussion of far
grander initiatives, with total
price tags that would obvi-
ously dwarf the school safety
grant and require additional
taxpayer funding. As we
reported last week, Katie
Hildenbrand, of Architectural
Resources, the consultant
hired to assist with the plan-
ning effort, said the district’s
choices will range from
“doing nothing” to bulldozing
the campus and starting over
with a $60 million new school
facility.

That comment should
prompt taxpayers in Ely to
sit up and take notice. While
we don’tanticipate the current
planning effort will resultin a
$60 million remake of the Ely
campus, we’ve seen stranger
things happen over the years
and want to be sure that the
taxpayers in Ely are paying
close attention.

Architects and other paid
consultants can be very good
at leading communities in a
certain direction. We’ve seen
it before in Tower-Soudan,
Cook, and Orr, where rep-
resentatives from both ARI
and Johnson Controls, Inc.,
working together, framed
the school district’s strategic
planning discussions in a
way that many felt led to a
pre-determined outcome.
There is a built-in conflict of
interest with many consul-
tants, particularly when the

School facility planning

Ely taxpayers should monitor the
ongoing discussions with interest

consultant helping to design
“the plan” is in the running
as the contractor who would
be hired to implement the
plan. In the case of JCI and
the St. Louis County School
District, back in 2009, the
planning contract between
the company and the school
district actually required the
district to use JCI to imple-
ment the plan they were hired
to develop. That gave JCI the
ultimate incentive to push for
a big facilities project.

Fortunately, the Ely
School’s current contract with
ARIdoesnotinclude any such
requirement, although it does
provide the district a modest
financial incentive to stick
with ARI through subsequent
stages of project develop-
ment. That’s not uncommon,
butitprobably doesn’tqualify
as best practice.

Some districts have taken
steps to protect themselves
from such conflicts by hiring
consultants for planning pur-
poses who will notbe allowed
to oversee implementation of
the results of their plan. That
helps to ensure that the even-
tual recommendations aren’t
tainted, even unconsciously,
by the financial consider-
ations of the consultant.

This is not to say that all
ideas for facility improve-
ments don’t deserve to be
on the table. Yet, major and
expensive school facility
initiatives should be driven by
the community,not by outside
consultants, as we saw with
the St. Louis County Schools.

The latest facilities plan-
ning effort in Ely is already
prompting discussions of a
fall referendum,soit’s readily
apparent that some school
officials are envisioning a
significant project.

It is, obviously, too early
to judge the merits of any
plan that might arise out
of this process, but we will
certainly be watching closely
as the discussions proceed.
Whenever big public projects
are under consideration, those
who would pay the bills need
to be paying attention.
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Rodgers letter
needs correction

This letter is a response
to the Feb. 1 Timberjay letter
from Pam Rodgers. There were
several corrections that are
needed. [ will address a couple.

When Ms. Rodgers works
remotely in those few cold winter
months, that had to be set up. It
did come at a cost to the town-
ship. It was not free.

The reason the deputy clerk
earned more was because, unlike
the treasurer, the clerk has sched-
uled hours each week. The clerk
needs to have the office open for
three days a week,20 hours total.
So when she is gone those days,
the deputy clerk needs to fill in.
The treasurer, on the other hand,
is not required to have sched-
uled hours at the township. She
needs to have her work finished
monthly.

I touched on a couple of
corrections that were needed.
There were more.

Mary Richard

Deputy Clerk

Greenwood Twp

Campaign letter
hurts and demeans

AsIsithereintears, writing
this letter, I wonder what have
I done to offend Pam Rodgers.

The letter to the editor she
wrote- a campaign letter- seems
to hurt and demean people.

I could rebut things she has
said about myself and others......
but, considering the source I
will not.

I know who will not get my
vote for treasurer.

Sue Drobac

Greenwood Twp Clerk

Greenwood Twp

Bassing is not a
friend of Greenwood
fire department

In response to former town
board member John Bassing’s
comments regarding the fire
department, I would like to set
the record straight.

Mr. Bassing states that while
he was a Greenwood Supervisor,
he rewrote the Paid on Call
Guidelines (POC) and the

(SOGs). Nothing could be
farther from the truth. The fire
department recognized that the
current documents, which were
called bylaws, were out of date
and needed to be revised. This
process was started in August
2015. John Bassing was not
involved in these draft versions.
The current board chairperson
was sent copies as changes were
made. The firstdraft version was
presented at the November 2015
town board meeting.

John Bassing started to
make comments on the doc-
uments after the November
meeting, which a town board
member has the right to do, but
not one comment was positive.

It appeared his agenda
was to micromanage the fire
department with no firefighting
knowledge. He resisted us
moving the firefighter relief
association to PERA, which it
now is and working great. He
felt he knew better than the
members did regarding atten-
dance and training without ever
consulting with various working
members. He chose to consult
with two neighboring depart-
ments rather than the members
of Greenwood township. His
attempt to micromanage these
documents resulted in a signifi-
cant amount of communication
with the township attorneys,
costing the residents unneces-
sary legal expenses.

John Bassing was not
a friend of the Greenwood
Township fire department while
being a supervisor and still is
not. The current town board
members are not interested in
micromanaging the fire depart-
ment but are only interested in
what is best for the residents
of Greenwood Township. John
Bassing is not the guy you want
representing you.

Ed Borchardt

Greenwood Twp

Should an economic

system only serve
wealthy Americans?

Time is a limited resource!
Lose a day of work and it’s
gone forever. Waste your time
in small, frivolous and “fun”

things and you lose it to do big,
important and serious things.
Doing the latter canreally be fun,
even enjoyable. The wall, gov-
ernment shutdown and Trump
wastes valuable time when we
have serious work to do.

Eighty percent of Americans
live from paycheck to paycheck
while the top one percent have
more wealth than the bottom 90
percent combined. Economics
involves production,distribution
and consumption of goods and
services, but tells little about who
gets what, when and how much
of its benefits. Workers produce
wealth, but it’s distribution is
obscenely skewed to the 1%
and per capita they consume the
lion’s share.

Should aneconomic system
only serve the rich or should it
work for all?

Corporate capitalism is the
engine for accumulating wealth
to consolidate power in the bil-
lionaire class, produces extreme
income inequality, externalizes
the costs at public expense,
depletes a healthy environment
and disrupts a stable climate.
Economicindicators cite corpo-
rate earnings, stock quotes and
GNP without regard to public
well-being.

Threats to public health and
safety, depressed wages and
educational needs, poverty and
malnourishment,environmental
damage and squandered resourc-
es,including time lost and never
regained, diminishes all past
accomplishments. Blaming
others, fighting among ourselves
and insatiable pursuit of pleasure
drains civic vitality.

Few see silence as a polit-
ical act, but it is accomplice to
misrule, injustice and our own
demise. If life is politics, then
silence, ignorance and indiffer-
ence gives consent to corruption
and decay. A no decision is a
decision, not voting is a vote
and inaction partners with
apathy to weaken our social
contract. A documentary about
the late Howard Zinn summed
it up, “You can’t be neutral on
a moving train.”

Harold Honkola

Tower

Think all politicians are the same? The facts speak otherwise

Although some

take now, togeth-

people believe that
all politicians and
parties are the same,
anyone paying
attention would
notice radical dif-
ferences. Bernie
Sanders pulled no
punches recent-
ly when he said,
“We are living in a
truly unprecedented
moment in history,
and the actions we

er, will determine
not only the future
of our country, but
the entire world.
Our people must
stand together in
the fight for eco-
nomic, social, racial
and environmen-
tal justice. The bad
news is that we have
a president who is a
fraud,apathological
liar and aracist. The

good news is that the American
people are standing up, fighting
back and are demanding funda-
mental changes in our economic
and political system.”

President Trump shut
down the government for 35
days, holding Congress and the
country hostage, because he
wants funding for a wall that is
unnecessary and unsupported by
the American public.

On Dec. 11, at a meeting
with Democratic congressional
leaders Nancy Pelosi and Chuck

Schumer, President Donald
Trump proclaimed, “If we don’t
get what we want through you,
through the military, or through
anything you want to call [yes,
he said this],I will shut down the
government, and I will be proud
to shutdown the government for
voter security because voters
don’t want criminals and people
with lots of problems pouring
into our country.”
Hecontinued,saying thathe
would “take the mantle,” asif he
were doing something laudable.

That’s the type of person we
have as our president. Proud to
blackmail the country to get his
way and keep 800,000 federal
workers struggling without
paychecks.

As Bernie Sanders said.
people are standing up to his
bullying. On Jan. 23, hundreds
of people gathered in the Hart
Senate Office building, with
33 minutes of silence for the
33 days of the shutdown. This

See POLITICIANS...pg. 5
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Tower News story
needs correction

The Feb. 1 Tower News
article on Vermilion Lake Fire
Department (VLFD), as report-
ed by Carol Pratt, requires
clarification and correction.
The conversation between
VLFD and Pike-Sandy-Britt
Fire Department (PSBFD) has
focused on possible options
going forward, including shared
services and training. We
have shared some training in
the past and are presently par-
ticipating with a third depart-
ment, Embarrass Region Fire
Department (ERFD) in a grant
for an extractor for cleaning
turnout gear.

This is not anew idea. The
Laurentian North Fire Fighting
Water Supply Association
(Laurentian North), a coalition
of eleven member departments
(including VLFD and PSBFD)
did a shared services study in
2013. Since VLFD is a town-
ship department and PSBFD
is an independent non-profit
department, a direct merger of
the two departments would not
be possible as they presently
exist. A joint powers board, as
was briefly done with Tower and
Breitung,is not possible because
PSBFD is not a government
entity. To create a single entity
would likely require creating a
new entity, which would take
considerable study and time. It
was raised in considering the
broad spectrum of possibilities.

Letters from Readers

The article went on to say
that there were at least five
upcoming retirements. At
present, there are no announced
or pending retirements. A
number of members are eligible
for retirement but several have
been so eligible for 15 years, yet
they remain active.

After reminiscing about the
1980s, the reporter states that
“most new firefighters require
almost two or three years of
training.” While there is no
upper limit to the amount of
training available, it serves no
one to exaggerate basic training
requirements. The basic core
training consisting of Firefighter
I, Firefighter II, and Haz Mat
(hazardous materials) consists
of 43 classes and three exams,
usually two evenings a week
plus a few Saturdays, spread
out over four months. This is a
very significant commitment of
both time and effort but it is not
two or three years. Note that
this training is provided by the
department at no expense to the
firefighter. Additional training
is available for those who wish
to respond to medical calls and
all manner of specialized train-
ing is available for rescue and
other special training but itis not
required except to perform those
specific tasks. Regular ongoing
training refreshers are provided
by the department.

The reporter goes on to
lump mutual aid together with
mergers in the same sentence.
Mutual aid is not the same as a
merger. Mutual aid is the current

condition. The eleven members
of Laurentian North have mutual
aid agreements with each other.
Further, mutual aid is improved
greatly with automation. This is
the case with St. Louis County’s
box alarm system, which is
activated when a “structure fire”
code is entered into the dispatch
system. In the case of Vermilion
Lake, mutual aid is dispatched
automatically along with the
dispatch of VLFD. The mix
of departments varies based on
the location of the call within
the township; north — Tower
FD and Greenwood FD, central
— Greenwood FD and PSBFD,
south — PSBFD and ERFD.
Arrangements are reciprocal
when set up. And year in and
year out VLFD responds to more
mutual aid than it requests.
Entirely incorrect is the
reporter’s unsupported asser-
tion that a merger “may cause
problems for response time . .
. especially for residents of the
northern part of the township.”
There is no factual support
for this statement. There has
been no discussion of closing
or relocating fire stations and
there is no reason to believe that
cooperating with any neighbor-
ing department would cause
response times to increase.
The reporter goes on to
suggest this might impact an
ISO rating. The Insurance
Services Office rates fire depart-
ments. Response times, equip-
ment, staffing, training, records
keeping, and water supply are
all rated factors. Water supply

is heavily weighted. When
Greenwood FD was tested and
obtained a rating of seven this
was aided greatly by the atten-
dance at the test of personnel and
pumps and water tankers from
Greenwood’s then five partners
in Laurentian North. How the
ISO rating is used by insurance
companies is another matter.
Every insurance company is dif-
ferent. For some it is a primary
factor, for some a consideration,
and for some not a factor at all.
It is entirely possible that the
property owner’s credit rating
is more of a factor than the cov-
ering department’s ISOrating in
determining risk and premium.

The mission of Vermilion
Lake Township Fire Department
is “to provide the primary
coverage area and mutual aid
partners, a well-trained, profes-
sional organization to prevent
or safely minimize losses of life
and property from fire and other
emergencies, at the highest level
with the resources available.”

Steven Lotz

Chief

Vermilion Lake Fire Dept.

[ urge your support
of Carmen Deluca

I urge my fellow citizens of
Greenwood Township tore-elect
Carmen Delucato the townboard
because he has worked tirelessly
on behalf of the township and is
a strong supporter of our profes-
sional fire department.

Let us keep John Bassing
on the outside looking in where

he can do the least amount of
damage to our township. Now
that Bassing is again running
for office, he suddenly claims
to support our fire department.
Since his ouster from the board
in March 2018, Bassing attempt-
ed to bully and intimidate the
fire department at almost every
monthly board meeting. Also,
I remember a conversation
with him at the Vermilion Club
meet and greet pizza party
when he ran in 2015 where
he advocated the elimination
of our fire department due to
cost. Treasurer Rodgers has
recently debunked his assertion
by showing the fire department
saves each of us more on our
homeowners insurance than the
township taxes we pay. In 2017
Bassing, when board chairman,
recommended settlement of a
Jeff Maus lawsuit which cost the
citizens of Greenwood Township
$16,000 pluslegal fees withouta
clause removing Maus from the
fire department. In December
2017 Bassing even nominated
Maus for assistant fire chief,
something opposed by Chief
Fazio and the rest of the board.
It raises a question of whether
he was working in the interests
of the township.

I hope the citizens of
Greenwood township vote for
the reelection of Carmen Deluca,
someone who works for the
interests of our township.

Steve Rodgers

Greenwood Twp

POLITICIANS...Continued from page 4

protest and others were
supported by the American
Federation of Government
Employees, the National
Federation of Federal
Employees,the AFL-CIO,
and many other unions
including the Teamsters,
the Professional Aviation
Safety Specialists,
Unite Here and Service
Employees International
Union (SEIU). In the
Senate building, they held
paper plates, saying, “We
want paychecks, not food
banks.”

The unions have also
filed lawsuits to reopen
government. This is the
veryreasonfar-rightgroups
calling themselves “right-
to-work patrons” have
been spending millions
trying to break up unions
over the last year, telling
public sector workers to
quit in YouTube videos,
Facebook ads, tweets,
telephone calls, and door-
to-door solicitations. With
deceptive names like

“The National Right to
Work Foundation,” “The
Fairness Center,” and
“Freedom Foundation”
that harken back to 1984
and Big Brother-ese, they
are doing everything they
can to destroy the col-
lective bargaining that
protects workers.

And where are these
so-called patrons when
publicemployees are fight-
ing for the right for work
with pay? Nowhere to be
seen or heard from. The
onlyrights they re fighting
for are the rights of mil-
lionaires and billionaires to
pocket the additional $191
per worker per week that
they’re saving by hiring
non-union workers.

LastJune,these groups
bankrolled alawsuit,Janus
v.AFSCME,all the way up
to the now ultra-conserva-
tive U.S. Supreme Court,
and those one-percenters
got what they paid for. The
court majority overturned
a40-year-old precedent so

PERMITS...Continued from page 3

Wednesday, but the larger
concern I have is in the
failure to put a permit
system together over the
past year, without any
input from the cooperators,
the outfitters and resort
owners. We asked but they
refused to include us. I'm
hopeful the USFS makes
this a priority. I want the
USFS to succeed.”
Vosburgh, who called
the new system “nothing
but a big mess,” agreed.
“The (USFS) did not listen
to us or take our facts into
consideration. So that
leaves us right now with
no reservation system.”
The Vosburghs typi-
cally outfitmany parties of
anglers withmotorboats on
the chain of lakes and the

FUNDRAISER...Continued from page 3

enjoys its partnership with
the ALS Association,”
said Brian K. Anderson,
Fortune Bay’s director of
sales and public relations.
“I’ve worked withthe ALS
staff for 12-plus years now
and the energy they bring
to this event is amazing,”

few other BWCA lakes that
allow motors. “All T ask
is that they give us back
the lottery system or the
two-thirds of the permits
they took away from the
chain of lakes area back
in 2004,” she said.

Ross Petersen has
been a fishing guide in the
Ely area for the past 18
years and works closely
with several resorts in
the area. “This permit
reservation system is their
livelihood,” he said.

“I had doubts that the
new USFS permit system
would work,” Petersen
said. “Even if it did work,
my fear was that all the
motorized boat permits
would be gone in a matter
of minutes.”

Anderson added. “They
are very passionate about
the work they do and work
tirelessly to ensure every-
one who rides in the event
is treated like royalty.”
George Meyer, of
Embarrass, is one of the
participants who attended

public sector workers
who chose not to join the
union no longer had to
pay a negotiating fee to
cover the cost of collec-
tive bargaining and other
union services even though
federal law still requires
unions to provide these
services to non-members
at organized workplaces.
The bogus right-to-work
groups thought the costs
of representing non-pay-
ing workers in grievances
would bury the unions,
but they were wrong.
Recognizing who fought
for their rights, public
sector union membership
dipped only 0.5 percent
last year, consistent with
declines over the last
decade and with declines
in the private sector, which
is unaffected by the Janus
decision.

The National Treasury
Employees Union and
the National Air Traffic
Controllers Association
filed a suit together alleg-

ing that employees should
not be forced to work
without pay. U.S. District
Judge Richard J. Leon
ruled against them, said
it would be “profoundly
irresponsible” for him to
issue an order that would
result in thousands of
federal employees staying
home from work and not
doing their jobs. “At best
it would create chaos and
confusion,” Leon said.
“At worst it could be
catastrophic . . . I’'m not
going to put people’s lives
at risk.”

Then President Trump
announced a temporary
three-week end to the
shutdown, claiming a
victory in his inimitable
way, using essentially the
same approach he rejected
atthe end of December. He
won nothing concrete (or
steel) during the impasse
and the U.S. economy
lost $6 billion. He warned
that he would shut down
again on Feb. 15 if he

didn’t get what he wanted
from Congress and that
he will declare a nation-
al emergency. However,
he may not have the
supporthe assumes. While
Republican leaders in the
Senate tried to whip up
support, one senator after
another expressed their
concern about the effects
on federal workers, saying
they could not support
another shutdown.

There is a precedent
for workers winning. A
suit after the 2013 shut-
down argued that failing
to pay federal workers on
their regularly scheduled
payday violated the Fair
Labor Standards Act. The
judge ordered the govern-
ment to pay double the
amount owed to 25,000
workers.

Some delicious reac-
tions of solidarity were
triggered by the shutdown.
Canadianairtrafficcontrol-
lersin Edmonton,Canada,
wanted to support their

counterparts in Anchorage
with whom they frequently
communicate and “hand
off planes.” They decided
to send pizzas, and many
others followed their
example, with hundreds of
pizzas crossing the border
without the interference of
walls. And what next?
If you are frustrated or
outraged, a website called
Americans of Conscience
offers a list of actions you
can choose from each week
to make your voice heard
on a variety of topics with
suggestions for scripts,
strategies and people to
contact. For example:
If you believe that each
citizen must be able to
freely and fairly elect those
whorepresent their values,
there are suggested actions
tobolster your state’s elec-
tion security in advance of
the 2020 elections. Go to
americansofconscience.
com for more.

He noted that the
sub-par Internet system
in and around the Ely area
put the whole region at a
disadvantage whenitcame
time to log on to the res-
ervation system. “I figured
everyone else not near Ely
would get all the permits.
From what I heard, that
actually happened to a
small degree. I think we
are lucky that system did
crash.”

Petersen was hopeful
thatthe region’s legislators
were going to put a stop to
the roll out of the reserva-
tion system before it went
livelastweek. “Everybody
but the Forest Service
knew the new system
would probably not work.
It was a very dumb idea,”

he said.

The fiasco has attract-
ed theattention of members
of Congress, including
Sen. Amy Klobuchar as
well as Congressman Pete
Stauber, who sent repre-
sentatives to a meeting
this week between Forest
Service officials and area
outfitters and resorts,
known collectively as
“cooperators.”

Forest Service offi-
cials and representatives
of the private company
that designed the reserva-
tion system listened to the
concerns of justover a half
dozen area cooperators
duringameeting in Ely this
week. They provided an
explanation of the techni-
cal problems that plagued

the system but left plenty
of questions in the minds
of business owners now
affected by the breakdown.

Zabokrtsky, who took
part in the meeting, said
he wasn’t satisfied with
the contractor’s explana-
tion of what went wrong.
He said the contractors
cited a defective caching
system, but later blamed
the collapse of the system
on a “cascading problem
of other things,” without
providing details.

Yet Zabokrtsky ques-
tions whetherresolving the
technical issues will fix the
problem. “While the tech-
nicalissues are serious, the
interfaceissues are appall-
ing,” stated Zabokrtsky.
“Many of these failures

could have been addressed
before the original go-live
date had cooperators been
included in a process
of beta testing the new
system, or at least had the
opportunity to view the
new system and provide
feedback with areasonable
time to fix the problems.”
So will the Forest
Service allow cooperators
to test the system before
it goes live? Reichenbach
said the idea is “being dis-
cussed.” But she declined
tosay whether the contrac-
tor will face any reper-
cussions for the flaws in
the system. “Right now
we’re focused on getting
it running the way it’s
supposed to,” she said.

last Thursday’s dinner and
program in the Woodlands
Ballroom at Fortune Bay
Resort Casino. This was
his seventh year taking
part in the event and he’s
motivated by the fact that
his brother-in-law and two
other friends in the area are

suffering from ALS. “We
have to do what we can to
deal with ALS,” he said.
The event has attract-
ed some celebrities over
the years,including former
Twins first baseman Kent
Hrbek and former catcher
Terry Steinbach, both of

whom lostfamily members
to ALS. Former Twins
pitching ace Jack Morris
and former manager Ron
Gardenbhire also took part
in the event this year.
Thursday’s cold tem-
peratures did limit par-
ticipation in the planned

ride from the tour’s start
in Proctor to Fortune Bay.
Tour organizers ended
up trailering some of the
sleds and bussing riders to
Eveleth. From there, riders
took their snowmobiles the
rest of the way.
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be Tower vs. Soudan, but you don’t
have to be from either to play. No
reservations are required, just show
up. Players should be 16 or older. The
running score is 15-2 with Soudan in

the lead, but Tower has won the past
two years. Skills competition will be
facilitated by Benny Johnson.

A youth hockey game is set for
Sunday, Feb. 17 for kids 15 and un-

Come celehrate Hockey Day in Soudan on Saturday, Feh. 6

SOUDAN- Hockey Day Soudan
will be held on Saturday, Feb. 16 at
11 a.m. at the Soudan Hockey Rink.
Good O’ Days will cater with food
and beverages. The main game will

der during Chimpy’s skating party,
starting at noon.

Pictured above: Tower versus
Soudan players from last year.
file photo

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA

Staff Writer

SOUDAN- At the Jan. 29
Breitung Town Board meeting,
Tower Ambulance Director
Steve Altenburg spoke to the
board for the second time about
the need for an increase in the
Tower Area Ambulance Ser-
vice subsidy from $15 to $30
per person. Each year, the city
of Tower and the townships
served by the ambulance pay
a per person subsidy (based
on census data for year-round
residents) to help cover the
costs of purchasing new am-
bulances. Altenburg made
his argument by showing the
board a defibrillator from one
the department’s ambulanc-
es. He said that this one piece
of medical equipment cost
$32,000 and all three of Tow-
er’s ambulances are equipped
with them. Supervisor Chuck
Tekautz said it shouldn’t be
the responsibility of Breitung

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Tower amhulance director asks for subsidy increase

residents to pay for a third am-
bulance that primarily supports
the department’s handling of
transfer patients (hospital pa-
tients who need an ambulance
ride to another hospital). Alten-
burg countered that equipment
like the defibrillator is paid for
with transfer income and so
Breitung residents benefit too.
Altenburg also said a third am-
bulance is necessary because
they always need at least two
rigs ready to go at any time
and if one rig is out for main-
tenance, it disrupts service.
“We were running two rigs at
135 calls back in 1988. How do
you expect us to do 359 for pa-
tients with the same two rigs?
It’s gotten to the point where it
needs to be expanded,” he said.

Township voters will de-
cide on whether or not to in-
crease the levy to support this
request at the annual meeting
on Tuesday, March 12 at 8:30
p.m.

Board decides against
combined clerk/

treasurer position

The board has decided
against the idea of moving to
a paid clerk/treasurer position,
due to the increased costs.
Chairman Tim Tomsich had
estimated the move would cost
more than $30,000 per year,
due to the necessity of hiring
a part-time deputy clerk/trea-
surer, and the requirement that
the township have an outside
audit. Currently the township is
allowed to do a self-audit each
year.

The board had previously
discussed putting the idea up
to a vote at this year’s annual
meeting. The board will take
public input on the issue at the
annual meeting for possible ac-
tion in the future.

Other husiness

In other business, the town
board:

» Heard from Dale Swan-
son, head of maintenance, who
reported that city sewers had
been cleaned.

» Heard from supervisor
Chuck Tekautz who reminded
residents to run water if their
home has had problems with
freezing pipes in previous
years.

> Discussed the treasur-
er’s report that showed a neg-
ative balance of $1,313 in the
McKinley Park fund. Treasurer
Jorgine Gornick said the funds
dipped into the negative after
the township paid the remain-
ing invoices for last summer’s
restroom renovations.

> Approved the appoint-
ment of the following fire de-
partment officers: fire chief,
Steve Burgess; assistant chief,
Matt Tuchel; training officer,
Doug Carter; captain, Trevor
Banks; and lieutenant, Matt
Tomsich.

» Heard from Burgess that
the fire department purchased a

new fire truck for $90,000 and
will spend up to $15,000 bring-
ing it up to department stan-
dards. The truck is now under-
going the renovations and will
soon be in service.

» Heard from chairman
Tim Tomsich that CDGB will
recommend to the county board
a $75,000 grant for renova-
tions to the Breitung Township
buildings. This would bring the
project’s total grant funding up
to $295,000.

» Has been working with
the Roy family, JPJ Engineer-
ing, and the township’s insur-
ance adjuster to resolve the
issue of the damage caused by
the backed up sewer line.

» Voting will be held from
1 — 8 p.m. at the Breitung Fire
Hall on Tuesday, March 12.
The annual meeting will be
held after the polls close, at
8:30 p.m.

» The next meetings will
be Thursday, Feb. 7 at noon and
Tuesday, Feb. 26 at noon.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Tower Soudan
Civic Club to meet
on Feh. 20

TOWER- The Tower
Soudan Civic Club will
hold its next meeting on
Wednesday, Feb. 20 at

VERMILION
COUNTRY

SCHOOL

5 p.m. at Sulu’s Espres-
so Café. Please note
the change in time. The
meeting will be a dinner
following by an evening
program. Cost for the
meal is $20. Please RSVP
to Linda Haugen at 612-

916-1918 by Feb. 17.
The speaker will be
Nancy Wagner. She will
share information about
stamping and creating
homemade cards. There
will be an opportunity for
attendees to participate

Parents...

Is your child

Needing more academic support?
Looking for a change?

Vermilion Country School offers a
safe and nurturing environment for
all types of learners in grades 7-12.

T Rodistic

Porsonini

* Increased Math and Reading
Support/Tutoring

* Environmental Education
Learning and Experiences

* College and Career Readiness
* Music/Fine Arts/Drama

* Hands-On Science
* Qutdoor Skill Applications/Recreation
* Directed Project Based
Learning Opportunities
* School Wide Community Service

Vermilion Country School is a
Grades 7-12 Public Charter School

Transportation provided from Ely, Babbitt, Embarrass,
Aurora area, Tower-Soudan/Lake Vermilion.

Call Today To Arrange a Tour * Openings available in all grades
School Administrator (218) 753-1246 ext. 1006. (lv. msg.)
Or (218) 753-2950 (ask for Jodi) * email kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

www.vermilioncountry.org

in the program and try
out some stamping skills.
Everyone in the sur-
rounding community is
welcome to this meeting.

Little Free Library
goes missing
TOWER- The

Friends of the Bab-
bitt Public Library are
searching for the location
of a Little Free Library
they established in Tower

CookVFW

Open Daily at Noon
CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour
Daily 4-6 p.m.
All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza
Available

Event Rentals
Welcome
218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.

Hamburger Special

Take-Out 6466-0500

in August of 2014. Al-
though the board at the
time noted the date of the
installation in their meet-
ing notes, they did not
record the location. The
current board would like
to register it, if they can
find it!

Please call Lisa Pen-
nala at the Babbitt Li-
brary, 218-827-3345, if
you have any informa-
tion.

Red Hats to meet
on Feh. 14

TOWER- The North-
ern Red Hat Belles will
meet on Thursday, Feb.
14 at the Black Bear Café
at 12 noon. Please RSVP
by Monday, Feb. 11 to
Pam Lundstrom at 218-
753-3006. There will be
a limited menu to order
from.

Chimpy’s Skating

Parties
SOUDAN -
Chimpy’s skating par-
ties at the Soudan Rink
are now underway. This
weekend, Feb. 9 and 10,
there will be skating par-
ties from 12 noon - 2 p.m.
This weekend’s parties
are sponsored by Dan &
Deb Wiire, and Chuck
and Nancy Tekautz.
Children of all ages
are welcome to stop by
for skating, fun, and
food. Loaner skates are
available in the warming

shack.

Chimpy is planning
to host skating parties
on Saturdays and Sun-
days, weather-permitting,
during the skating season.
The warming shack regu-
lar hours are weekdays
from 4 p.m. to closing,
and weekends from 11
a.m. to closing.

Township races
on the hallot in
Greenwood and

Vermilion Lake

REGIONAL- Local
township elections are
being held in Vermilion
Lake, Greenwood, and
Breitung.

In Vermilion Lake,
Crystal Alaspa has filed
for the open one-year
clerk seat, and Steven
Lotz (incumbent) has
filed for the treasurer
seat. Robert Pratt (who
had been appointed to an
open seat last year), and
former supervisor Bruce
Swieringa both filed for
the open supervisor seat.

In Greenwood Town-
ship, Carmen DelLuca
(incumbent) and John
Bassing have filed for the
supervisor seat, and Pam
Rodgers (incumbent) and
Carol Maus have filed for
the treasurer seat.

In Breitung Town-
ship, Tim Tomsich (in-
cumbent) filed for su-
pervisor, and Jorgine
Gornick (incumbent)
filed for treasurer.
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FOOD SHELF

St. Martin’s Youth once
again hosted a very suc-
cessful fundraiser for the
Tower Area Food Shelf.
All the funds raised at
the “Souper Bowl of
Caring” event on Sunday,
Feb. 3 will be donated to
the food shelf in March,
taking advantage of
FoodShare Month, where
donations earn matching
funds. The fundraiser is
by freewill donation, and
every year the communi-
ty is very generous.
photos by J. Summit

Above: Aaron and Jacie Raj
collected donations.

Left: Matthew Zupancich,
TJae Banks, and Alex Woitalla
served bowls of booyah to
those in line.

Below: Thomas Aldrich
enjoyed his booyah.

Caring kids

BREITUNG POLICE DEPARTMENT

December 2018
Calls: 119
Arrests: 3
Citations/formal
charges: 5
Monthly  mileage:
1,877 (Tahoe: 1,370, Ex-

plorer: 648)

Additional  shifts:
During the month of De-
cember Breitung Police
Department worked one
TZD shift.

end of the month mileage
for the Gold 2012 Chevy
Tahoe (Tower) is 77,733.
Current end of the month
mileage for the 2017
Ford Explorer is 16,384.

Training: Chief Ny-

lund and Officer Sander-
son attended de-escala-
tion simulations training.

Squads: Current

Shop with a cop:
Breitung Police Depart-
ment took four local chil-
dren from two families to
the Mt. Iron Walmart for

December
Police Report

Breitung Police Chief
Dan Nylund

the fourth annual Shop
with a Cop event. Mon-
ey used on the event was
raised by the Stuff the
Ambulance  fundraiser
held earlier this year in
Virginia.

Citations/formal
charges/arrests:(1)
Speed — citation issued;
(1) Second degree DWI

—jailed; (1) Probation vi-
olation — detox; (2) Dis-
orderly conduct — jailed

Break-ins report-
ed: Chief Nylund said
that there have been a lot
of break-ins happening
lately and that residents
should be mindful to lock
up their homes, garages,
and other property. He
said to keep an eye out
for any suspicious activ-
ity in the neighborhood,
and “if you see some-
thing, say something.”

Donate at EVCU or GoFundMe to help with
Justin Grotherg’s medical expenses

REGIONAL-  Jus-
tin Grotberg, formerly
of Tower (TS Class of
2008), has been diag-
nosed with a massive
brain tumor. The tumor,
on the right side of his
brain, is causing signifi-
cant headaches and cra-
nial pressure.

Last week, Justin,
who is 29 years old, was
seen at the Mayo Clinic,
where the doctors deter-
mined that the tumor was

cancerous. He is sched-
uled to undergo surgery
on Feb. 8 to remove part
of the tumor, and then
will undergo chemo-
therapy and radiation to
hopefully shrink the part
of the tumor that the sur-
geons say cannot be safe-
ly removed.

Friends of the family
have started a GoFund-
Me page to help defray
travel, meals, and lodg-
ing expenses. Justin has

Wednesday, Feh. 13; March 6, 27

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club
Greenwood Town Hall
Soudan Fire Hall

Tower Civic Center
Embarrass, Four Corners

11:00-11:30 a.m.
12:00-12:30 p.m.
1:45-3:00 p.m.
3:15-4:15 p.m.
5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

not been able to work the
last couple of months.
Justin’s mother Christina
Hujanen is still recover-
ing from her own recent
battle with stage four
cancer and multiple sur-
geries. She will be trav-
elling with Justin to the
Mayo.

If you prefer to do-
nate directly to Justin,
there is an account set up
at Embarrass Vermillion
Federal Credit Union un-

Soudan Ganister
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8a.m.-5p.m.
Wed. 8a.m.-5p.m.
Saturday 8a.m.-5p.m.
Sunday 8am.-5p.m.

For info: 1-800-450-9278

der “Justin’s Donation,”
and online donations are
being taken at www.go-
fundme.com (type in Jus-
tin Grotberg in the search
field).

If anyone has any
questions, please do not
hesitate to call Darin Alto
at 218-780-6309.

Hwy. 77 Ganister
Winter hours now in effect
Thursday
Sunday

Recycling canisters available
daily at the Greenwood Town
Hall. For info: 1-800-450-9278

AEOA Senior

Dining Menu

TOWER-  Vermil-
ion Country School and
AEOA sponsor a senior
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All
meals include salad bar,
fruit, choice of beverage,
and dessert.

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before,
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.
Take-outs are available.
Seniors age 60 and old-
er who have registered
for the program and
their partners qualify for
special pricing of $4 per
meal, but all ages are
welcome at the regular
rate of $5.75. There are
no income guidelines.

Meals are served
from 12:30 — 1:30 p.m.
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call
the school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for res-
ervations, or call AEOA
at 1-800-662-5711 ext.
7323 for the one-time
registration process.

Homebound seniors
can sign up for meal de-
livery. To register for the
new Meals on Wheels,
or for more information,
please call AEOA Senior
Nutrition at 218-735-
6899.

Week of Feb. 11

Monday-  Chunky
Chicken Gravy over
Mashed Potatoes, Vege-
table, Bread Stick

Tuesday- Spaghetti
with Meat Sauce, Garlic
Bread Stick

Wednesday-  Tater
Tot Hot Dish, Dinner
Roll

Thursday- Pigs in
a Blanket (Hot Dog),
Baked Beans

Friday- Chicken

Sandwich, Vegetable

Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 5088
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tower City Council-
5:30 p.m. on Feb. 11

Tuesday

Tower Area Food

Shelf- Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of
the Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is Feb.19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first

(drill) and third (business
meeting) Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on Feb. 12

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.
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Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

AA -7 p.m. Mondays,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon
Mondays, Ledgerock
Community Church, Ely -
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON

- Thursdays, 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays, St.
Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ELY FOOD SHELF -
Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION

GED - Study materials
and pre-test available.
Ely Community Center
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Tower by appointment.

Tuesday Group

ELY - The upcom-
ing Tuesday Group
scheduleislisted below.
All talks are at 12 noon
on Tuesday at the Grand
Ely Lodge.

Feb. 12 - Emily
Stone - Adventures in
Alaska.

Feb. 19 - Tyson
Lien - Emerson and
Thoreau.

Feb. 26 - Betty
Firth and Paul Schurke
- An Update on the Ely
Folk School and their
connection with the Lac
La Croix first Nation
Ojibwa tribal elders.

Ely Free Clinic

open Mondays

ELY - The Ely
Community Health
Center is open every
Monday evening from
5:30-7 p.m. in the AFU
Building, 111 S 4th
Ave. E.

For more infor-
mation, call 218-365-
5678, or visit their
website, www.elycom-
munityhealth.org, or
Facebook page.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2019

big fresh white snow blocks
creatures emerging slowly

freezing sculptors thrive
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Ely Community Education cl

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY —With the strong
Polish heritage on the
Iron Range in mind and
the popularity of ethnic
and traditional foods in
the Northland, the Ely
Community Education
organization is offering a
class later this month on
making pierogi.

The class will be
held on Thursday, Feb.
28, from 6-9 p.m. at Ely
Memorial High School
Room 10. The fee is $10.
Formore information, and
to register, go to Www.
elyclasses.com.

Participants will learn
to make pierogi from
scratch in this Thursday
night hands-on commu-
nity education class using
the time-honored style of
potato and cheese filling.
Participants will not only
make pierogi, they will
also make a dozen to take
home.

Chisholm native,
Doris Kolodji learned to
make pierogis from her
Polish-born grandma and
has been making themever
since. Her love of the Art
of Pierogis is evident in
her teaching and making
hundreds of pierogis with
every sixth-grade student
who has gone through her
classroom. She has taught
for 30 years and brings her
enthusiasm for teaching to
every class.

Facts and history

For many, making
homemade pierogi is
about bringing back real
food and reviving a loved
tradition, Kolodji said. “It
is about enjoying a shared
experience in texture,
taste, smell, and nourish-
ment. So, if you want to
keep with tradition, never
indulge in eating pierogi
alone, but savor every bite
with family and friends.”

ETHNIC EATS

Learn to make pierogi

g =
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ass set for Feb. 28

- WA

Participants in the Ely Community Education class on making pierogi
will take home a dozen of the traditional Polish food. submitted photo

Pierogi Trivia

92-pounds.

»National Pierogi Day is Oct. 8.
»The largest edible pierogi was made during
Indiana’s Pierogi Fest in Whiting. It weighed

»Ten students from a catering school in

Wroclaw, Poland were entered into the Guinness
World Records Book for making 1,663 pierogi (90
pounds) in 100 minutes. They donated the pierogi

to children’s homes.

many street corners.

»Poland has its own dedicated pierogi restau-
rants called “Pierogarnia.” You can see them on

» Atthe 2007 Pierogi Festival in Krakow, 30,000
pierogi were consumed daily.

Pierogi are delicate
dumplings thatuse unleav-
ened dough (adoughmade
without yeast such as flat-
bread). They are stuffed
with endless fillings such
as mashed potatoes, farm-
er’s cheese, sauerkraut,
cabbage, mushrooms,
spinach, or ground beef.

Pierogi are Poland’s
national dish and enjoyed
year around by all ages.
“Pierogi have been made
in Poland since the 13th
century,” Kolodji said.
“However, claims have
been staked by the Poles,
Romanians, Russians,
Lithuanians, Ukrainians,
and Slovaks. Some
suggest that the original
form came from China
through Italy during the
Marco Polo expeditions.
Others suggest that the

Tartars brought the recipe
to the West from the
former Russian Empire.”

She added, “Although
nothing is confirmed, one
thing we doknow is thatthe
word pierogi firstappeared
in Polish cookbooks and
literature in the second
half of the 17th century.
We also know that back
then, pierogi were pre-
pared for holidays such
as Christmas, Easter, and
weddings. Each holiday
had its own designated
pierogi flavor.”

Partof this tradition is
still followed today. For
example, most Polish
families still enjoy the
traditional cabbage,
sauerkraut, and mush-
room pierogi flavor on
Christmas Eve as part of
their “Wigilia Dinner.”

Ever wonder why they ate
veganpierogiforChristmas
Eve? Along-time Roman
Catholic Church mandate
is that a strict fast and
abstinence be observed on
the day before Christmas.
Although the Churchlaws
have changed, the tradi-
tional meal remains meat-
less and dairy free. (This
is also why our cabbage
mushroom pierogi flavor
happens to be vegan too
today).

“Thisrich history and
tradition of making and
eating pierogi during so
many joyous and celebrat-
ed moments in life is why
you will still find Polish
families today celebrating
many holidays by happily
slaving around the kitchen
table for days making
pierogi,” she said.

Pierogi appeared
in the United States in
the early 1900s when
thousands of Eastern
Europeans immigrated to
the States. By the 1940s,
pierogi became a staple
for church fundraisers in
the northeast and upper
Midwest. By the 1960s,
grocery chains across
America and Canada
started stocking pierogi
in their frozen food aisles
where they remain today.
“Americans today still
consume more than 31
million pierogi yearly,”
Kolodji said.

Quarter 2 Honor Roll,

2018-2019

* Denotes 3.5 GPA or above

Grade 6: Noah Anderson,
Shealie Bartel, Evelyn Cavalier,
*Caid Chittum, *Isabella Davis,
*Carena Debeltz, Anna Dunn,
Dylan Durkin, Brady Eaton,
*Margaret Fetterer, Annabelle
Henry, *Jace Huntbatch, Rena
Johnston, *Senja Kess, , *Rylee
Larson, Anna Larson, Morgan
Lassi, *Maija Mattson, *Wyatt
Mattson, *Alex Merriman, Anya
Moger, *Janae Murphy, Carmen
Nelson, *Lillian Rechichi,
*Lauren Rehbein, *Garrett
Rohr, *Ava Sundell, *Clare
Thomas, Henry Zgonc, Kennedy
Zupancich.

Grade 7: *Chase Anderson,
*Esther Anderson, Colton
Bramley, *Lily Dirks, *Kiarstin
Eaton, *Samuel Favet, Ryan
Fenske, *Bryce Ferdig, *Thomas
Homer, *Abigail Johnson,
*Samantha Kvistad, *Grace
LaTourell, Brielle Lindland,
Henry Lowe, *Gavin Marshall,
*Samuel Prijatel, *Deegan
Richards, *Isabelle Schiltz, Rose
Mary Schlosser, *Ava Skustad,
Robert Towley, *Sarah Visser.

Grade 8: Joseph Bianco,
*Jacob Cochran, Ashton Cook,
*Katherine Coughlin, *Rachel

Coughlin, *Margaret Dammann,
*Zoe Devine, *Sydney Durkin,
*Courtney Eilrich, *Natasha
Fulkrod, *Taylor Gibney,
Madelyn Gruba, *Gunnar Hart,
Jakson Hegman, *Phoebe Helms,
Madeline Kallberg, Kole Macho,
Gabriel Mann, Tyler Mattila,
*Morgan McClelland, *Sean
Ogburn, *Cedar Ohlhauser,
*Elizabeth Omerza, *Madeline
Perry, *Madison Rohr, Levi
Shusta, *Juliet Stouffer, *Grace
Sundell, Lillian Tedrick * Audrey
Thomas, *Kelly Thompson.

Grade 9: *Bryce Fairchild,
*Charly Flom, Joseph Foster,
*Jon Hakala, *Drayke Hanninen,
Matthew Janeksela, *Micah
Larson, *Sidney Marshall,

* Annikka Mattson, Willow
Ohlhauser, *Cora Olson, *Lauren
Olson, *Gabriel pointer, *Gracie
Pointer, Edward Prijatel, *Abigail
Rehbein, *Zachary Robbins,
Chase Sandberg, *Katrina
Seliskar, *Harry Simons, *Kellen
Thomas, Jacob Towley, *Karissa
Vanvickle, *Ande Visser.

Grade 10: Lane Anderson,
*Riley Bishop, *Madisyn
Carlson, *McKenna Coughlin,
*Harrison Dammann, *William
Davies, *Grace Erickson, *Jasper
Johnston, *Cameron Kienitz,
*Brock LaTourell, *Sophie

Montana, Gabbrielle Motes,
*Katie Pinckney, * Amelia
Pluth, *Margaret Renner,
*Sydni Richards, Madelyne
Roderick, *Jonah Schwamm,
*Julia Schwinghamer, * Abigail
Thompson, Brynn Vollom, Elsie
Vollom, Davis Walsh, Christian
Willschau.

Grade 11: *Anna Bercher,
Nils DeRemee, Holly Dirks,
Andrew Dunn, *Kalyssa Eilrich,
*Dylan Fenske, , * Apolonia
Homer, Sarah Isbell, *Savannah
Johnson, *McCartney Kaercher,
Joshua Larson, *Henry Matthys,
Eric Mattila, *Erika Mattson,
*Jenna Merhar, *Nathan Nettifee,
*Luke Olson, *Raif Olson, Eric
Omerza, *Brooke Pasmick,
Mitchell Peterson, Seann
Prigge, *Winter Sainio, *James
Schwinghamer, Selina Sun,
Destany Walker.

Grade 12: Jessica Anderson,
*Dana Crenshaw, *Charles
Dammann, *Lida Dodge, Maarja
Faltesek, , Zachary Hiller, Tyler
Housey, *Madelene Johnson,
Jeremiah Kaercher, Adam
Knuutti, *Kaitlyn Lakner, Trevor
Mattson, *Tim Moskalyk,
*QGabriella Omerza, Mackenzie
Peterson, *Shane Spangler, *Luc
Stouffer, Logan Synnes, Patrick
Vanderbeek, Jasiah Wigdahl.

Ely Food Shelf

to open on Feh.13
ELY - Due to the
recent government shut-
down and early issuance
of SNAP or Food Stamp
benefits, the Ely Area
Food Shelf is moving their

service up a week.
Truck Day and
Home Delivery will be
on Tuesday, Feb. 12, and
Shopping Day will be on
Wednesday, Feb 13.
With the uncertainty
of the government going

back into shutdown on
Feb. 15, which could pos-
sibly delay SNAP/food
stamp benefits for March,
the Ely organization may
be having an extra food
shelf week either the last
week of February or the

first week of March.

They are still in need
of volunteers to help out
with their Chili Cook-Off
and Feed on Saturday,
Feb. 9 at Whiteside Park
during the Ely Winter
Festival.
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ELY MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

Memorial High School sophomores Riley Bishop and Julia Schwinghamer participate in the
make-up competition during a Winter Frolic pep rally on Tuesday. photos by K. Vandervort

Winter Frols

The 2019 Ely Memorial High School Winter Frolic Royalty, left, Jessica Anderson and Alex Motes.
Band members Brielle Kallberg and Winter Sainio have fun with their cymbals during the playing
of the school song.

The Dance Team, above, performed during the pep rally. Junior Erika Mattson, below, helped
decorate the hallways on Sunday. Their class board game theme was Monopoly.

AAUW meets Tuesday

ELY - The local branch of the American
Association of University Women (AAUW) will
meet on Tuesday, Feb. 12, at Vermilion Community
College, Room CL 124. The program starts at 6:45
p-m. and the meeting starts at 7 p.m.

Dorothy Molter Meusum hosts

Whirlwind event on Saturday

ELY - Bundle up Saturday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for the annual Whirlwind outdoor winter extravaganza
at the Dorothy Molter Museum, 2002 E. Sheridan St.

Enjoy hotcocoaand coffee as you visitinterpretive
and activity stations related to winter ecology and sur-
vival presented by Wilderness and Park Management
students at Vermilion Community College. Then,
warm up by the campfire! This event is free for all.

Yesterday’s news,
this week

from the archives of

THE ELY MINER

Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

February 7, 1919

The Minnesota Public Health Association has
been called upon to discuss the wholly inadequate
medical and nursing service in the state and the
high death rate resulting from it.

In reply, we would say with all sincerity that
no other organization in Minnesotarealizes the des-
perate situation more fully than we, or can describe
better the exact status of the deplorable conditions. It
is quite true that education of the public is required
and we have devoted our energies for years to this
education, with results beginning to show.

Weare bending every effort to organize county
public health organizations and are already in touch
with 75 of our 86 counties in this matter to instruct
people in the need amongst others for prenatal and
postnatal medical service. We are conducting a
state-wide health tournament dealing with 15,000
teachers and 500,000 children to educate children
to educate parents in health matters.

We sent out public health demonstration nurses
into 84 counties, and are continuing to send them
out. The director of our public health nursing isnow
making a tour of the state to ensure a future nursing
service to include prenatal and postnatal care.

We are financing to a large extent the Public
Health Nursing course held at the University,
issuing a health journal every week, and supervis-
ing health instruction in the schools, all to educate
the people to care for their own health and to seek
proper assistance when necessary.

But the whole work is handicapped by a lack
of funds, not by lack of a cordial and intelligent
cooperation, and by a lack of the actual nurses who
cando this work. We are seeking legislation to sim-
plify the employment of such nurses by counties,
but beyond that is the problem of securing them
at all. We shall continue to do all in our power to
prevent losses of child life in Minnesota and to
improve the medical and nursing service.

Dies in Chicago

Henry Kornfeld, who left here several months
ago for Chicago to make his home there after a
residence here since the beginning of the town,
died suddenly on Wednesday night according to a
message received by relatives here yesterday. No
cause of death was given, although the statement
was made that he was found dead in bed.

WASHINGTON D.C. SENIORS
~__ Spaghetti Dinner

T,
2% F+UsN+D+R+A+I+S+E+R

ALL-U-CAN-EAT Spaghetti Dinner
Friday, February 8 ¢ 4-7 pm
Ely High School Cafeteria
Spaghetti w/Meat or Veggie Sauce

Tossed Salad/Dressings/Bread Sticks
Cookies/Beverage

Adults $7  Students (with school ID) $6
Seniors $6 ¢ Children Grades K-6 $4
Age 4 And Under FREE

Join Us For An Evening of
Basketball & Hockey
Boys Basketball vs Mesabi East
B-Squad 5:45 PM, Varsity 7:15 PM
Boys Hockey vs
Moose Lake/Willow River-Varsity 7 PM

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
2019 WASHINGTON DC SENIORS
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Winter Reading

Programs

COOK - The Cook
Public Library is ready
for winter, offering pro-
grams and events for
all ages. The programs
kicked off in January and
run through March.

Adult Winter Read-
ing:
Curl up with a good
book and enter to win
prizes during the Winter
Reading Program. Prize
entry tickets will be giv-
en for each book or audio
book checked out from
the Cook Public Library.
This includes items re-
quested from other librar-
ies. Write your name,
phone number and prize
number on your ticket
and turn it in at the front
desk. Prize bundles are
on display at the library.
Drawings for prizes will
be held on March 13.

Teen Winter Chal-
lenge (Grades 7 — 12):

Check out 25 books
or more and get an in-
vite to an all-day Satur-
day party at the library in
March.

Preschool - Sixth-
Grade Reading Chal-
lenge:

Every time a child
checks out a book she
or he will receive a mit-
ten cutout to hang in the
library window. If 400
mittens are in the win-
dows by March 8, we’ll
have a pizza party at the
library.

Winter Events at
NWFA Gallery

COOK - North-
woods Friends of the Arts
(NWFA) Gallery winter
hours for viewing the ex-
hibits and shopping are
in effect now until April:
Thursday and Friday, 10
a.m. - 4 p.m. and Satur-
day,9 am.- 1 p.m.

New Painting Class
to register for.

“A Study in Light
and Color” presented by
Thomas Chapman from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Feb. 16. Open to
adults using any media.
Bring your own mate-
rials. Necessary colors:
red, yellow, blue, white
and black.

You must register
with  Tom Chapman at
218-750-4416 or tom@
artfromgodsheart.com.

Make a red cardi-
nal pincushion at North-
woods Friends of the
Arts Gallery in Cook on
Thursday, Feb. 14 with

Susan Archbold from 10
am.to 1 p.m.

Susan Archbold of
Range Print Shop and
General Store, will teach
a class how to make a
Needle Felted Cardinal
Pincushion. The kit cost
is $15 paid to Susan when
the class begins. Please
pre-register for the class
with Alberta Whitenack

at 666-2153.
Aside from Feb.
16, every Saturday is

Open Studio Art Space
at NWFA Gallery from 9
am. to 12:30 p.m. Note
the ending time is 12:30
to accommodate transi-
tion to the writers group.

Woodcarving for Be-
ginners to Expert meets
every Tuesday night at 6
p-m. at the gallery.

Grocery delivery
services offered in
Cook

COOK - Registra-
tions are being taken
here for a grocery de-
livery service following
the fire at Zup’s Grocery.
The program, offered by
the AEOA, is for seniors
60 years of age or older.
Registrations will be tak-
en over the phone by call-
ing the agency at 1-800-
662-5711 ext. 6899.

Empty Bowl event
at North Woods

FIELD TWP - North
Woods is celebrating their
seventh year of Empty
Bowl. This year it will be
on Friday, Feb. 22, from
4:30-7 p.m. in the North
Woods Commons. To
switch it up this year stu-
dents made more bowls
on the pottery wheel than
ever before, along with
decorative plates! You’ll
want to get to the event
early because bowls made
on the pottery wheel sell

very fast!
This year, Miss Min-
nesota’s Outstanding

Teen, Eden Webb, will
also be in attendance. She
will be providing free au-
tographs and taking pic-
tures. So, be sure to bring
the entire family along.
As usual, there will be
plenty of soups and des-
serts to chose from. One
bowl costs $10. In return
you get a soup meal and
get to keep the handmade
bowl. All of the proceeds
are given to the food
shelf. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Cook Senior

Citizens Club
COOK - The Cook
Seniors meet monthly on
the first Wednesday at 1
p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Nancy at 666-
2726 or Lois at 666-5578.

Rappers, Feh. 12

COOK - The book
club meets in the Com-
munity Room at the
Homestead Apartments
here on Tuesday, Feb. 12
at | p.m.

Shawna Kishel will
be moderating “Last Bus
to Wisdom” by Ivan Doig.

Cook Farmers
Market meetings

to hegin

COOK - The Cook
Area Farmers Market
is set to begin its spring
meetings to prepare for
another fun and exciting
season this summer. The
first planning meeting
will be on Tuesday Feb.
12 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Cook Community Center.

Producers of locally
grown or gathered veg-
gies, fruit and berries,
honey, canned goods,
baked goods, art, crafts
and other fun stuff are
welcome to help the mar-
ket continue to be a suc-
cess in 2019.

We will be talking
about the upcoming .ar-
ket season, updating our
rules, exploring partici-
pation in local food nutri-
tion programs like SNAP,
discussing the Market’s
wholesale produce proj-
ect, and having more than
a few laughs in the pro-
cess.

Most  importantly,
the market seeks vendors
for its summer season in
the Cook City Park for
Saturdays of fresh local-
ly grown and produced
food, fun and community
comaraderie.

We think just talking
about summer may be a
therapeutic way to deal
with the polar vortex, but
that’s just a bonus.

Email your
communtiy
notices to
editor@
timberjay.
com

READING TIME

Talen Jarshaw, Jack Hampson and Micaden Clines read together.
photo by M. White

Books and Bagels

FIELD TWP - It
was a morning of break-
fast and reading here last

Friday.
Students, parents,
staff and community

Clockwise from
top-left: April Ploof
and Nathan Ploof;
Don Flack and Mya
Kinsey; Jim Aune
and Luke Cheney;
Gage Aune and
Ashley Skorseth;
Zach Wipf, Nevah
Wipf and Lynette
Villebrun.

photos by M. White

members sat down with
elementary students at
North Woods School for
the Books and Bagels
event.

The school’s com-

mons area was crammed
full of hungry readers
taking in the latest books
for both fun and educa-
tion.

Happy Groundhog
Day! With the frigid
temps, many were excit-
ed to hear that the official
groundhog, Puxsutawney
Phil, did not see his shad-
ow —thus predicting that
winter ~ would  soon
end. However, before
you get too excited, your
bubble may burst to learn
that his predictions have
not been very accu-
rate. Overall, he’s been

A 1 of winter.
| ary is when a lot of male

Hope you had a

wrong almost 61 per-
cent of the time! There

| 1S a connection between

groundhogs and the end
Early Febru-

groundhogs wake up from

! hibernation to go scope

out the females in prepa-

4 ration of mating, which

takes place in March. It
may be coincidental, but

# February is also when
i humans celebrate Valen-

tine’s Day. Guess that
groundhogs aren’t the
only species that is think-
ing of mating during Feb-
ruary!

Fortunately, the cold
snap has snapped and
more normal temps have
returned.

That doesn’t mean
that we won’t have con-
tinued episodes of cold,
but the extremely long
stretches of below zero
daytime highs seem to

have passed us by.
Cloudy weather
is continuing in Destin,
Florida. However, the
temps are quite warm—
in the 60s and 70s—so
all the snowbirds are
pleading for sun, though
not  mentioning  the
temps. Still not as cold
as Minnesota—although
the time is nearing when
all the snowbirds will be-
gin their long flight back
to Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, Ohio, Michigan or
Canada—which is where
many of them seem to
have flown from.
Shopping in Des-
tin is reaching a fever
pitch.  There are sev-
eral places to visit if
that is your mission for
the day. Places like
SteinMart, Belk, Beall’s,
The Loft, Marshalls, and
Columbia are only a hand-
ful of the stores that shop-

pers can seek out. The
best thing is that they all
have GREAT sales up
until March when their
new Spring items replace
last year’s offerings. For
a gal who has NO shop-
ping available for hours,
one old Dame feels like
she’s in heaven. Since
Herberger’s closed in
Virginia, there has been
little shopping if one is
past the teeny-bopper age
(and not much even for
them). Rumors of what
may be going into the
Herberger’s space in the
mall do not sound too ex-
citing to those of us who
wear clothing and don’t
do crafting projects. But
we will see—lots of pre-
vious rumors turned out
to be untrue.

Happy Birthday
wishes are sent out to all
those having birthdays
in February. You share

your month with Tom
Brokaw, Garth Brooks,
Chris Rock, Ashton
Kutcher, Laura Dean,
Jennifer Aniston, Arsenio
Hall, Jane Seymour, Paris
Hilton, and John Travol-
ta. Many happy returns
of the day to all.

The Miners Bank
in Eveleth has acquired
the former Wells Fargo
building. = Miners has
been a mainstay on the
main street of Eveleth for
many years. Congratula-
tions on the acquisition—
we are eagerly awaiting
the opening and use of
another great building in
Eveleth. Thank you to
the Hoel family for the
loyalty to Eveleth and the
downtown area!

Ruth Carlson attend-
ed the Celebration of Life
that was held for Kath-
leen Minko. Relatives
from as far away as New

York attended the beauti-
ful tribute to a beautiful
gal who was well-known
in Eveleth and Crane
Lake. Margie’s Bar was
full to the brim after the
ceremony, thanks to all
those who gathered to
share more stories of
Kathleen and her life.

Prayers for peace and
hope are sent out to all
those in our community
with health issues or spir-
itual needs. Your com-
munity is behind you.

Let us hear from you!
Send news by e-mail to
info@thelakecountry.
com, by fax at 218-757-
3533 or by phone to San-
dy at 218-757-3233 and it
will be added.

Until next week, the
Teapot Dames are singing
off!
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by JESSICA STEVENTON

Adult Services Coordinator

Hello, my name is
Jessica Steventon, I am
an LPN and have been
honored with the task of
taking over the Adult Day
Services Program (or
Day-Break) at the Cook
Hospital and Care Center
since May of 2018.

I must be honest,
prior to my interview I
knew little about the po-
sition and what a typical
day at ADS looked like.

Did they sit around
and do paper crafts all
day? Would I be coming
home trailing glitter be-
hind me?

I quickly learned all
of this was a misinterpre-
tation and misrepresenta-
tion of a program that is
so important and so vital
in this community.

I would like to share
what ADS looks like to
me, and to have the op-
portunity to host an Open
House to welcome mem-
bers of the community to
get familiar with the pro-
gram, to ask questions,

COOK HOSPITAL UPDATE

Adult Services update and open house
at Cook Hospital and Care Center

and possibly put any pre-
conceived notions to rest.

What I did know of
the program was that it
was a place for adults to
go for part of their day;
for some it was a way to
give respite to their care-
givers in an environment
they could feel safe leav-
ing them in so they could
tend to their own needs.

Sure, we create, we
craft — partially to give
items as gifts to loved
ones; the other part is to
create movement with
different areas of the
body and the opportunity
to express themselves.

What I have learned
and have tried to rein-
force since taking over
the program is that this is
a place for independence,
a place where we foster
creativity, promote so-
cialization, and incorpo-
rate individuals into the
community.

By having an outing
day once a week, people
can choose to attend and
eat and shop for their per-
sonal needs and wants.

We assist people in get-
ting to the pharmacy,
making phone calls when
they need to, being able
to have the assistance and
feel safe and secure while
taking a shower, provid-
ing footcare, and daily
exercise.

It doesn’t just stop
at those items, we do so
much more: a monthly
multicultural day where
participants have brought
in items from other coun-
tries and we’ve been
fortune enough to learn
about the country and
their experience, and
hosting an in-house Mur-
der Mystery Lunch where
participants got to cre-
ate their own character,
guess who the murderer
was and use their “inher-
itance” to buy items at an
ADS auction.

We have fun, we
learn, and we take pride
in understanding the
needs of the participants
who attend the program.
We understand the aging
process and how difficult
it sometimes becomes to

do even simple everyday
tasks.

We understand and
work with those partici-
pants that have a disabil-
ity. We pride ourselves
on being very adaptive to
our ever-changing clients
from the young adults
to the older adults. We
adapt to the needs of our
clients and pull everyone
together into a group set-
ting we call Adult Day
Services.

I’'m happy to say
Adult Day Services is
here for you, for a fami-
ly member or a friend, no
matter what walk of life
you come from or what
your interests are.

Please come join us
on Friday, Feb. 22 from
12:30 - 3:30 p.m. for the
Adult Day Services Open
House. We will have
food, drinks, vendors,
door prizes, a raffle, and
displays to see what ADS
has been up to and the
opportunity to ask ques-
tions and get to know our
program. We hope to see
you there!

COOK - Grab those
cameras and start shoot-
ing! Enter those shots
into the 2019 North-
woods Friends of the
Arts (NWFA) photogra-
phy FUNdraiser. Every-
one is encouraged to par-
ticipate!

You may enter as
many photos as you
wish, though each entry
requires its own entry
form. The entry fee is ten
dollars per photo. Stu-
dents may enter up to
three photos, entry fee

AROUND COOK

NWFA Best Shot photography competition

free.

The photos must be
your original photos and
must be either 5x7 or
8x10. A white mat with
a protective sleeve is pro-
vided for each entry and
must be used to insure
display consistency.

Forms may be pro-
cured at NWFA Gallery
in Cook next to Dream
Weaver Salon and Spa,
210 S River St. and
at NWFAMN.ORG.

NWFA Gallery is
open Thursday and Fri-

Towner hired as
insurance agent

COOK- The only
independent  insurance
agency located in Cook
recently added Lisa
Towner to the team. Lisa
is a licensed Accident and

Health, Casualty, Life,
and Property agent.
Towner, having

grown up in Cook, is
thrilled to join the team.
“It is such a wonderful op-
portunity to join a grow-
ing agency,” said Lisa. “I
look forward to working
with the clients of North
Star Insurance Agency
and being able to provide
the many products and
solutions only available at
an independent agency.”
North Star Insurance
Agency is conveniently
located in the main lobby
area of North Star Cred-
it Union at 24 S River
St. “I have always been
impressed by North Star
Credit Union’s ability
to serve its members in

HOURS: 9-4:30 Mon.-Fri,
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified
23 E, Vermilion Dr,, Cook

EYE EXAMS - 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Lisa Towner

an upbeat, professional
manner,” said Towner. “I
know one of our goals is
to carry these same ser-
vice standards over to the
Agency.”

Lisa Towner is a
welcome addition to the
North  Star  Insurance
Agency and she looks
forward to guiding you to
better insurance.

day from 10 am. to 4
p-m. and Saturday from
9am.to | p.m.

Entries must be at
the NWFA Gallery by
April 27.

The contest exhibit
runs through May, end-
ing on May 24.

“Adult” and “Stu-
dent” are the two con-
test categories, student
being defined as anyone
attending elementary or
high school or a home
school equivalent.

“Originality”, “tech-
nical merit” and “artis-
tic value” are the criteria
judges will use to select
category winners.

The People’s Choice
Award is given to the
photographer  whose
photo received the most
votes by people viewing

the exhibit between May
1 and the evening of May
24.

Additional infor-
mation and  entry
forms available at the
NWFA Gallery and
from nwfamn.org or by
calling Alberta White-
neck, 218 666-2153.

Pl

J
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2018 winning photo
submitted photo

10:15 a.m.
Crane Lake
— Ranger Station

11:15 am. - 12
noon
Orr — Lake

Country ReMax
building 1:45 -
2:30 p.m.
Kabetog-
ama - Town Hall
3:15 - 3:45 p.m.

Bookmobhile schedule

Visit your library on wheels, the Arrow-
head Library System Bookmobile.

Feb. 21; Mar. 14

Nett Lake — Community Center 9:30-

=

l A

58

For further information on the Bookmo-

bile or Mail-A-Book services, write or call the
Arrowhead Library System, 5528 Emerald
Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 55768 218-741-3840, or
check our website at www.alslib.info.

Read the news from all three
Timberjay editions each week

www.timherjay.com
Timberiav l)rilll subscribers
get free access
to the

Chase Kleppe to play foothall at
College of St. Scholastica

North Woods Senior Chase Kleppe signed to
play football this week at the College of St.
Scholastica in Duluth. Kleppe is seen above
shaking the hand of North Woods football
coach, John Jirik, who said, “l am very happy
for Chase. He chose a school that he want-
ed to attend for both academics and sports.
St Scholastica is lucky to have Chase as a
student-athlete. He is a bright, energetic, and
hard-working young man who is highly skilled
in the game of football.”

photo by B. Smith

Wi-Fi hotspots available for checkout
at Cook Library

COOK- The Cook Public Library now owns five
wireless hotspots available for check out. A hotspot
is a portable Wi-Fi device that allows you to connect
your computer, tablet, smart phone and other devices
to the Internet.

Hotspot Terms of Use

Eligibility: Borrowers must have an Arrow-
head Library System library card. This card must be
in good standing. Borrowers must sign the Hotspot
User Agreement at check out. If under 18, a borrower
must have a parent or caregiver sign the Hotspot User
Agreement at check out.

Check Out Terms: The hotspot loan period is
seven days. Hotspots cannot be renewed. Hotspots
circulate only from the Cook Public Library. Hotspots
are not available for interlibrary loan. Internet ser-
vice will be disconnected if the hotspot is overdue.
Hotspots cannot be used outside of the United States.

Check In Terms: Hotspots cannot be placed in
the overnight drop. Hotspots must be returned to the
circulation counter. All items listed on the packing
slip must be returned at the time of check in.

Coverage Area: Disclaimer: The hotspot relies
on an AT&T 4G signal. There may be some areas
without coverage.
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Ely Timherjay remains Ely's official newspaper

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - The Ely
Timberjay remains the
legal newspaper for the
city of Ely while the city
attorney and atask group of
three city council members
investigate state statutes
and the city’s home rule
charter on the issue.

In an effort to save
taxpayers in Ely from
skyrocketing legal pub-
lishing costs from another
media organization, The
Timberjay was urged by
some city officials late
last year to submit a bid
for the annual contract to
print legal notices.

The Timberjay, a
regional newspaper with
a main office in Tower,
publishes separate editions
of the paperin Ely, Tower-
Soudan and Cook-Orr.

The Timberjay’sbidto
publish Ely’s legal notices
was about half of what
The Ely Echo proposed
to charge taxpayers. The

City attorney directed to clarify the circulation and office of issue questions raised

difference in cost would
almost certainly save the
city thousands of dollars in
2019. The Ely Timberjay
has served as the city’s
official newspaper on
several occasions in the
past, when the paper main-
tained acommercial store-
front. It stopped bidding
on city publishing a few
years ago after closing
that office but has since
cited the Ely editor’shome
office as the Ely edition’s
office of issue.

The Echo’s owners
have pushed back on the
awarding of the bid to The
Timberjay at the Jan. 15
meeting and have argued
that The Timberjay does
not have enough subscrib-
ers in the city and does not
maintain a business office
here to qualify as the city’s
official newspaper.

Five agenda items
pertaining to the issue
were discussed by the city
council this week.

FREE TAX PREPARATION

Thunderbird Mall in Virginia
Tues & Thurs (9 AM-3:30 PM)

Make an appointment at the Mall.

For more info log in to ASKJEAN.NET
and select the “Hot Topics” link, or call

PESHEL

ACCOUNTING

218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89 | Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

Estate Planning
- General Questions
- Wills

- Trusts

- Power of Attorney

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

- Health Care Declaration
- Cabin Succession Planning

Minnesata State Bar Association

Certified Ao Specialist

Real Property Law

KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Results.

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 « Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3221

877-365-3221 Toll-free * 218-365-5866 Fax

Mayor Chuck Novak
said he heard lots of discus-
sion about the issue over
the past three weeks since
the council took action
to award the bid. “It’s a
tough decision sometimes
that we have to make as
elected officials,” he said.
“We have to pay attention
to our oath of office and
we have to be very careful
when we are spending the
taxpayers’ money.”

He said the city
council has to follow state
statutes as well as the city’s
charter, that is voted on by
the residents. On the issue
of determining the legal
newspaper, the charter
requires that the lowest bid
from a responsible news-
paper is to be accepted.

“Just changing the
charter is not the simplest
task in the world,” Novak
said. Charter changes can
be made by ordinance
or referendum approved
by at least 20-percent of
registered voters. “When
it comes to changes with
a financial impact, let the
people weigh in on it.”

Inleading upto asking
the city attorney inves-
tigate the matter further,
he said, “That has not yet
beendetermined that there
is a conflict between state
statute and the city charter.
There has been no inves-
tigation. The charter has
a specific clause that only
the council can initiate an
investigation, unless in
criminal matters. We need
to study this matter some

AEOA

'5\1_—_

Volunteers in the Ely area are
needed to drive persons to
medical appointments and to
work. Reimbursement is
58 cents per mile. Must have
a valid driver’s license,

a dependable vehicle,
insurance, a clean driving
record and pass a
background check.

Requirements:

218-666-6218

Join our TEAM!

FREE CNA Course Offered

+
/1

Application deadline February 15th.

Apply online at www.cookhospital.org or pick up an
application from the Cook Hospital Business Office.

+ Complete background check
+ Pass drug screening
¢+ Commit to minimum 90-day employment

Inquire about our sign-on bonus!

For questions, contact:
Annie Dougherty, RN
CNA Program Coordinator

adougherty@cookhospital.org

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER

Cook Care Center partners with
Leading Age Minnesota and
the State of Minnesota to
‘f‘ offer online Nursing Assistant
training at no charge.

Complete the training
courses in a matter of
weeks from the comfort of
your own home. Skills lab and
clinicals are completed at the
Cook Care Center.

more.”

He noted that both
bids from the two media
companies appear to be
flawed. “We won’t know
thatuntil we have aninves-
tigation,” Novak said.

The Ely Echo General
Manager made a request
to appear before the city
council and he reiterat-
ed his company’s claim
that The Timberjay does
not have a legitimate
business office in the
city, and therefore is not
qualified to bid for the
city’s legal publishing
contract. He also contested
The Timberjay’s verified
circulation report as to
the number of subscribers
within the city limits and
suggested that the paper
had failed to submit its
annual legal newspaper
filing with the Secretary
of State, citing a posting
on the state website. The
Secretary of State’s office
confirmed on Wednesday
that The Timberjay has
submitted its filing but
that the state’s website had
not been updated to reflect
that fact.

Wognum asked the
council to rescind their
action to award the bid for
the 2019 legal newspaper
contractto The Timberjay,
and instead award the con-
tract to The Echo.

City Attorney Kelly
Klun notified the council
that she did due diligence
on the matter with The
Timberjay publisher and
provided his responses. “I
don’t have any particular
insight for you other than
providing you the infor-
mation.”

“Theissue of verifica-
tion of the (Timberjay’s)

known office as well as
400 subscribers (in the
city) is something that
I don’t feel at this point
I can provide a recom-
mendation,” Klun said. “I
would like to do further
investigation relative to
the Secretary of State
notification. I understand
thatitis not on the website,
but it should be verified. I
feel more due diligence is
required.”

The Ely Timberjay,
in its annual publisher’s
statement, reported more
than 735 paid print cir-
culation as of September
2018 withinthe 55731-zip
code along with another
183 digital subscribers,
in addition to out-of-area
subscribers. Determining
what percentage of those
readers are within the city
limits would be the issue
for the city to determine.

Complicating the
matter is the fact that The
Echo’s bid clearly fails
to comply with state law,
which sets aminimum text
size for legal publishing.
The Echo’s stated text size
is smaller than allowed
by law, which has been
an issue in the past. At
the same time, city offi-
cials have also expressed
concern in recent years
that The Echo has run city
display ads significantly
larger than necessary,
which has added to their
cost.

Two resolutions for
consideration were pre-
sented by new council
member AngelaCampbell.
Novak pointed out that
action requested for con-
sideration should be in the
form of a motion.

Campbell made a

motion to reconsider the
Jan. 15 vote of the city
council to award the legal
publication bid to The Ely
Timberjay.

Campbell demanded
that her original vote on
Jan. 15 to award the legal
publishing bid to The Ely
Timberjay be rescinded.

Novak rebuked her.
“Once a vote is called
by the chair, it stays on
the record. You can’t go
back. They do that in the
U.S. Senate. You can’t do
it here.”

The motion to recon-
sider the Jan. 15 council
vote was passed on a 5-1
vote with Novak voting
no.Council member Heidi
Omerza was not present at
the meeting.

A motion by Jerome
Debeltz to publish legal
notices in both newspapers
until the issue is resolved
was defeated on a 3-3 tie.

Council member
Ryan Callen said he could
not vote for the motion.
“Just to save the taxpayers
money, we should keep it
atjustone publicationright
now,” he said.“Why spend
extramoney?Let’s find out
whatlegal (counsel) has to
say and then make our
final decision.” Council
member Paul Kess and
Mayor Novak also voted
against the motion.

A motion to task the
city attorney to continue to
investigate the matter and
to work with a council task
group to make a recom-
mendation to the council
was passed on a 6-0 vote.
The task group members
will be chosen randomly
by the mayor.

PAYING MORE THAN
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Fowley and others
believe that MPCA offi-
cials did not want critical
EPA comments included
as part of the agency’s
administrative record,
given that the agency
anticipated that litiga-
tion over the permit was
likely. When courts review
agency decisions, they rely
almost exclusively on the
information in the admin-
istrative record in for-
mulating their decisions,
so scrubbing a record of
critical comments could
potentially help an agency
defend a controversial
decision.

According to
Fowley, a conversa-
tion between then-MP-
CA Commissioner John
Linc Stine and Trump-
appointed EPA Region V
Administrator Cathy Stepp
appears to have been the
impetus for the apparent
suppression of EPA’s
written comments.

That’s a claim that
MPCA officials vehe-
mently deny. “The
MPCA did not, at any
time, ask EPA to suppress
or withhold comments
on the PolyMet NPDES
permit,” said Shannon
Lotthammer, MPCA
Assistant Commissioner
for Water. “We knew
that following the public
comment process our
permitting staff would
be making revisions to
the draft permit based on
public comments, so we
recommended that EPA
share their comments after
that revision. This is not
outside the norm of the
MPCA-EPA relationship,
and has happened with
other permits.”

The EPAisconsidered
acooperating agency in the
PolyMet environmental
review and permitting
process, so the lack of EPA
written comments during
the permit review process
was unusual. For years, the
agency had routinely pro-
vided highly detailed and
authoritative comments as
the project has advanced.
The lack of comments was
unusual enough that the
MPCA mentioned their

absence in a press release
announcing the issuance
of the PolyMet permit. An
attorney for the MPCA,
Michael Schmidt, also
informed an attorney with
the Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy
on Dec. 17 that “we did
not get any feedback from
the EPA on the PolyMet
permit.”

It turns out, however,
that those statements may
have been misleading.
Emails obtained through a
public information request
to the MPCA reveal plans
for a conference call in
April 2018 between staff
from both the MPCA and
the EPA, during which
EPA staff would read
portions of the written
comments they had pre-
pared but were being told
not to submit.

A March 16, 2018,
email from the MPCA’s
Jeff Udd references a
phone call with Kevin
Thiede, who serves as
chief of staff for region-
al administrator Stepp.
“And I just got off the
phone with Kevin. He
would like to continue
with the routine check-in
meetings every few weeks
as we go through the
comments and any permit
revisions. He would like
to have one the first week
of April to walk through
what the comment letter
would have said if it were

Fowley said he has
confirmed that the April
conference call took place
and that Udd, attorney
Schmidt, and mining
program supervisor
Richard Clark took part
representing the MPCA.

While MPCA officials
maintained for months that
the EPA had not provided
comments on the permit,
that position shifted dra-
matically onJan. 31, when
anews organization, called
Inside EPA, inquired about
the situation while report-
ing on Fowley’s complaint
to the Inspector General.

“Although EPA did
notsend written comments
during the public comment
period, EPA staff and
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MPCA permitting staff
were in regular contact
before, during and after
the drafting and issuance of
the permit,” said MPCA’s
Lotthammer. “There were
five meetings,” continued
Lotthammer, “including
an in-person meeting in
St.Paul, as well as multiple
phone calls. During these
meetings, EPA didengage
and comment, and MPCA
did make changes to the
permit based on those
comments.”

If so, notes Fowley,
the MPCA is required
to have documented the
EPA comments and pro-
vided responses to them,
something which he said
itappears they failed to do.

Fowley concurs
that the final version of
the permit, released for
comment in late summer
of 2018, appears to have
been an improvement
over the initial draft, but
said the even the final
version “reportedly was
still defective.”

Fowley, who worked
fordecades on EPA permit
issuance and review of
state permits, said the
PolyMet permit lacks
key components that are
normally part of major
permits, including cal-
culations of the potential
to exceed water quality
standards. He said those
calculations, which must
be done for each type of
pollutant, are normally
included in the background
attachments to a permit
but are nowhere to be
found with the PolyMet
permit. He said given that
the mining operation will
discharge to small streams,
with very limited flow
at times, the company’s
water discharge permits
need to be fairly stringent.

MPCA officials have
suggested that PolyMet
has agreed to voluntary
internal measures to limit
discharges as necessary,
but Fowley said voluntary
measures are no substitute
for actual water quality
standards in part because
they likely aren’t enforce-
able at the federal level.

Congressional
inquiry
Fowley’s complaint
to the Inspector General,
if verified, bolsters suspi-
cions first raised by Water
Legacy legal counsel Paula
Maccabee last month after
MPCA documents she
obtained through a public
records request hinted that
written EPA comments
may have been suppressed
by top agency officials.
The documents are
consistent with Fowley’s
contention that EPA offi-
cials had several concerns
with the permits being
proposed by the MPCA,
including questions about
the water quality standards
being applied to the com-
pany’s water discharge
permit. The notes also indi-
cated that EPA officials
had expected to provide
their usual written com-
ments, yet they never did.
“What happened?”
asked Minnesota Fourth
District Congresswoman
Betty McCollum, who
now has oversightover the
EPA, in a press statement
on the issue last month.
“The public deserves
to know,” she added.
“I intend to work with
my congressional col-
leagues on the relevant
House committees on
this matter, because if the
EPA is hiding information
related to PolyMet, what
other critical information
is being kept from the
American people? We
must ensure that the EPA
operates in a transparent
manner and that EPA
scientists and professional
staff can do their job of
protecting human health
and safety without political
interference.”
McCollum’s public
statement came along
with a request to the EPA
for the comments devel-
oped by staff, which were
apparently suppressed.
McCollum’s office said
this week that their request
letter to the agency is still
being formulated.
Maccabee said the
latest revelations are dis-
turbing. She noted that
the EPA has traditionally

(1
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served as a backstop for
states that fall too much
under the thumb of major
industries. That makes the
suggestion that the EPA
may now be coordinating
with state regulators to
suppress critical views
from its own staff trou-
bling.

Maccabee said it
appears that the EPA’s
career staff are continuing
to try to do their jobs even
under an administration
that appears hostile or
indifferent, at times, to
environmental protection.

“It seems like the
career professionals were
playing by the rules,”
she said. “I think we owe
them a debt of gratitude.
They did their job despite
enormously difficult con-
ditions.”

Administrator seen

as pro-industry
Cathy Stepp, who
President Trump appoint-
ed as EPA’s Region V
administrator in early
2018, is no stranger to
controversy.
Wisconsin Gov.
Scott Walker appointed
Stepp, a longtime home
builder, to head that state’s
Department of Natural
Resources back in 2010.

According to Minnesota
Public Radio, by the time
sheleftthat job seven years
later, critics charged she
had left her agency “in
tatters following a tenure
that included declines in
environmental enforce-
ment actions, increased
fees for state parks, cuts
to the agency’s science
personnel and two inci-
dents of federal authorities
intervening after manure
from dairy farms began
to contaminate drinking
water in the northeastern
part of the state.”

Fowley said some of
the same trends are now
being seen at the EPA,
including a sharp drop
in enforcement actions
against polluters.

In its first year under
the Trump administration,
the EPA, in its annual
enforcement report,
revealed that polluters
were fined just $1.6 billion
in penalties in fiscal year
2017 — aboutafifth of the
$5.7 billion EPA penalties
collected the year prior,
under President Obama.
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by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - The annual
Ely Winter Festival cele-
brates its 35th year when
it gets underway on this
Friday, Feb. 8, and orga-
nizers say this year’sevent
will offer plenty of tradi-
tional favorites as well as
exciting new additions.
The event runs through
Sunday, Feb. 17.

Kickoff activities
include Ely skiers, hockey
players, ice skaters,
dancers, and the Ely
High School’s percussion
section joining forces fora
high-energy evening with
a parade through the park
and the official lighting of
the fire cauldron that will
burn during the weekend.
The event kicks off at 6
p.m.onFriday and cookies
and hot chocolate will be
available for everyone.

Northern Grounds at
2 W Sheridan St. is the
official 2019 Ely Winter
Festival headquarters,
where those interested can
obtain festival information
and buy a pin or a t-shirt to
support the festival.

The snow-carved
reproduction of the official
2019 Ely Winter Festival
pin, with an image of a
pine marten, is located at
the Front Porch Coffee and
Tea shop, located at 343
E Sheridan St. Warmer
temperatures over the
weekend allowed Nancy
Scheibe and her crew
to create the traditional
symbol.

The International
Snow-Sculpting
Symposium is already

ELY ...Continued from page 1

Understanding “are
simply to demonstrate
interest among the parties
and to create aframework”
for further discussion and
study.

“It’s incredibly
encouraging to know the
YMCA and Ely Area
Ambulance Service are
joining the team,” Coyle
added. “This announce-

ment brings this initiative

MID-WINTER AUTO SPEGIALS!

SEASONAL FUN

2019 Elv Wmter Festlval is off and running

Nancy Scheibe and Emily Ingram carve the
2019 Ely Winter Festival souvenir pin likeness
last Saturday in front of the Front Porch Coffee
and Tea Co. photo by K. Vandervort

underway in Whiteside
Park as 18 teams from
Ely and around the world
create amazing art from
huge blocks of snow.
“They finish up their
work Saturday night,”
said EWF committee
member Shauna Vega.
“This year we welcome a
new team from Ukraine,
and look forward to the
return of Team Argentina,
and Team Bon Temps is
moving up from amateur
to professional.”

The Northern Lakes
Arts Association (NLAA)
is again sponsoring an
Amateur Snow-Carving
Contest in the park. As
many as 15 smaller scale
blocks of snow are avail-
able and, the carving is
just as artistic as the big
creations. Judging will be
held on Sunday, Feb. 9, in
three categories:

1) Individuals, adult
or student.

2) Adult groups, and

3) Student groups.

NLAA is also hosting
a Downtown Arts Market
on Saturday, Feb. 9 at
Amici’s Ceremony Hall,
301 W Sheridan St., from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

With the recent
sub-zero temperatures in
mind, visitors to Whiteside
Park can thaw chilly toes
and fingers in the large
warming tent, complete
with stove.

Ely Flower and Seed
created and maintains a
skating rink in the park,
Vega said.

“Other activities
in Whiteside Park this
weekend include winter
camping demonstrations,
the fifth annual Kubb tour-
nament, kicksled demon-
strations, and a fat bike tour

of local trails with rentals
available.

New activities added
this year include a medita-
tion labyrinth in the park,
created by Tranquility
Wellness Center, and a
chili cook-off contest on
Saturday noon to 3 p.m. in
the park pavilion to benefit
the Ely Area Food Shelf.

The windows at
dozens of Ely’s businesses
are filled during the Winter
Festival with the work of
the community’s numer-
ous artists, displayed
by the folks at the Ely
ArtWalk. “This is the 20th
anniversary of this special
Winter Festival activity,”
Vegasaid. Brochures with
amap and descriptions are
located all over town.

An Ely ArtWalk
artists reception will be
held Saturday, Feb. 9 at
The Art Corner, 301 W
Sheridan St., from 1-3 p.m.

The Winter Festival
Community Dance, hosted
by the Ely Folk School,
will be held Saturday,
Feb. 9 from 7-10 p.m. at
the Ely Senior Center.
Music will be provided
by The Bootlicker String
Band. Admissionis $10 for
adults. Children get in for
free. “All the dances will
be taught, so don’t worry
about being experienced.
Just come join in the fun,”
Vega said. This activity is
made possible in part by a
grant from the Donald G.
Gardner Humanities Trust.

“Speaking of the Ely
Folk School, nearly 20
classes will be held at the
Sheridan Street building
during the festival,” Vega

said.

“Enjoy the Veterans
on the Lake fish fry on
Saturday, Feb. 9,” she
continued, “and check
out the Hidden Valley
Candlelight Ski later that
day, beginning at 5 p.m.
They’Ilhave hotcocoaand
a bonfire.”

On Saturday, Feb. 16,
the Nordic Ski Club will
host kids races and silly
funat2:30 p.m., a 10K Ski
Tourat 3:30 p.m.,and 10K
and 20K Fat Bike Races at
5:30 p.m.

A new family event,
the Ely 4-H Puzzle Derby,
will be held Saturday,
Feb. 16, at Ledgerock
Community Church, from
10a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Prizes
will be awarded to the first
three teams that complete
their 500-piece puzzle in
the two-hour time slot.
The cost is $40 per team.
Lunch and snacks will
be available to purchase.
Preregistration is due by
Wednesday, Feb. 13. Go
to www.regonline.com/
ely4hpuzzlederby.

Medallion Hunt

Aspartofthe2019 Ely
Winter Festival, the Ely
Chamber of Commerce
Event and Promotion
Committee is hosting
the third annual Ely
Northwoods Medallion
Hunt.

There are atotal of ten
clues, released at 10 a.m.
each day starting Feb. 7,
with the final clue posted
Feb. 16 to lead hunters to
the medallion.

Clues are posted at the
Chamber of Commerce

buildingat 1600 E Sheridan
St., on their website page
(www.ely.org/medallion—
hunt), on the Ely Chamber
of Commerce Facebook
page and at participating
Ely merchants.

The first one to find
the medallion will win
$250 in Chamber Bucks.

Eachparticipating Ely
merchant will also have
Northwoods Medallion
Hunt commemorative
wooden nickels. For
every ten wooden nickels
turned in at the Chamber
of Commerce, players will
receive an entry form for
a drawing for four prizes:
first place - $100 Chamber
Bucks, second place - $75
Chamber Bucks, third
place - $50 Chamber
Bucks and fourth place -
$25 Chamber Bucks.

No purchase is neces-
sary. Visit participating
merchants oftento collecta
coin — one coin per person
at each store per day. For
more information about
this event, please visit
www.ely.org/medallion-
hunt.

The Ely Winter
Festival and the Ely
ArtWalk are funded in
part by grants from the
Arrowhead Regional Arts
Council (thanks to a legis-
lative appropriation from
the Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund), the Donald
G. Gardner Humanities
Trust, the Ely Chamber
of Commerce, Fortune
Bay Resort Casino, Miller
Hill Subaru, and local
merchants, organizations,
and individuals.

to a whole new level of
enthusiasm and commit-
ment.”

The YMCA of the
Greater Twin Cities con-
tinues to add toits presence
in the Ely area. The orga-
nization recently acquired
two privateresorts, Timber
Wolf Lodge and Northern
Lights Lodge and Resort
on Bear Island Lake, to
create a second family

camp in the Ely area.
The $4 million purchase,.
joins Camp Du Nord on
Burntside Lake, which
opened in 1960.

“We are excited to
partner with the com-
munity to help provide
programs and services
to help everyone realize
their potential,” said Anita
Lancello Bydlon, chief
real estate development

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHIGLES

2016 Sllverado

2015 Yukon Denali

officer for the Twin Cities
YMCA. “Welook forward
to discussing as part of the
task force work what pro-
grams and services best
meet the needs of youth,
adults, families and seniors
in the community.”
Coyle said the addi-
tion of the YMCA brings a
new array of possibilities,
and that the shared visionis
to add a new dimension of
health care offerings to the
community, while simul-
taneously supporting and
complementing existing
services in the area.

“We are so fortu-
nate to live in a thriving
community with an abun-
dance of natural resources
attracting new residents
and visitors,” he said. “We
have a responsibility as
health leaders to always
seek ways to listen to the

needs and expectations
of our community, and
to provide solutions. We
welcome anyone who
wants to discuss joining
this movement.”

The Ely Area
Ambulance Service,
meanwhile, is looking for
a new home. Executive
Director Geoff Galaski
said that the ambulance
company has outgrown
its space and is seeking
a location to replace its
existing facility.

“As we look at the
goals of this effort, it’s
a natural fit with our
priorities at Ely Area
Ambulance,” Galaski said.
“In many ways, it will be
a health campus with a
variety of services to help
others get healthy, stay
healthy and to care for
them when they’re not

healthy. We’re proud to
be part of this inspiring
project.”

He noted that because
the effort is in the begin-
ning stages, additional
details are not available.
“They will be shared with
the community as soon
as plans are solidified,”
he said.

Jeff Sundell, ERCC
president, said he is
humbled at the incredible
momentum building for
the regional and com-
munity healthy living
effort. “It’s been a dream
for many years, and now
with the support of so
many community partners,
that dream is becoming a
reality,” he said. “It’s a
wonderful time for Ely and
the surrounding communi-
ties. Let’s keep it going
and get this done.”
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by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - The state of
Minnesota has a huge
network of groups and
individuals who work
behind the scenes to ensure
the safety of the travel-
ing public. Sgt. George
Burger of the Ely Police
Department talked to the
Tuesday Group gathering
this week about the work
that often goes unnoticed
by this network.

“We all work together
to advance transportation
safety and technology,”
Burger said. “Whether
a person is walking on a
sidewalk, riding a bicycle,
riding in an automobile,
train, bus or semi-tractor,
there are so many people
that put thought and effort
into making sure thatevery
person gets from point A

FOOD...Continued from page 1

in area cities, along with
institutions on the reser-
vation, to find out about
their food needs.

“We want to have
community-based sales,”
said Danielle.

To gauge how to
utilize those resources for
the community, Danielle
and Denise, sent out 52
surveys late last year to
figure out what crops
would benefit the area
most. The survey not only
includes sample crops but
asks businesses what they
pay on average for produce
right now, so the project
can figure out a fair price
point.

Once the surveys are
collected in the coming
weeks, the two hope to
conduct focus groups with
community leaders and
food business owners to
clarify the next steps the
business should take.

Getting to this
point hasn’t been easy.
Aeroponics remains

uncommoninthe Midwest,
and that means that some
insurance companies and
business investors have
shied away from backing
the project, at least ini-
tially.

“Nooneisdoing aero-
ponics right now,” Denise
said. “The industry is in its
infancy.”

That hasn’t stopped
Denise and Danielle,
however, and they have

to point B in the safest way
possible.”

Burger is a 13-year
law enforcement pro-
fessional in the Ely area
and a certified drug rec-
ognition expert. He reg-
ularly attends statewide
Minnesota Toward Zero
Deaths conferences, and
the National Lifesavers
Conference.

He is a member of the
city of Ely Planning and
Zoning Commission and
the city of Ely Streets and
Infrastructure Committee,
as well as serving as the
Emergency Management
director for the city of Ely.

He started his careerin
safety as a member of the
Ely School Patrol Officer
program. “I remember
going out when it was
pretty cold,” he said.
“School wasn’t canceled
but we still had to make

TUESDAY GROUP

Ely police officer: Traffic safety is a team effort

sure the kids got across the
street safely.”

His presentation
focused on the Minnesota
Toward Zero Deaths
program (TZD). “TZD is
asafety program that brings
together engineering,
enforcement, education,
and emergency medical
response and care,” he said.
He asked how many deaths
on Minnesota roads would
be an acceptable number.
“Think of your family
members and friends. You
wouldn’t want them includ-
ed in that number. Zero
deaths are the only accept-
able number and we strive
to reach that,” he said.

The statewide trauma
system is available in
Ely, Burger said, and that
provides assistance when
accidents do happen. “Ely
has available-use helicop-
ters and even airplanes to

transport trauma patients
to a level one trauma
center, and the closest
one to us here is at St.
Mary’s Essentia Hospital
in Duluth,” he said. A
hospital in Fargo was also
recently accredited as a
trauma center.

“Around the Ely area,
the leading factors in
automobile crashes are
from running off the road
and intersection crashes,”
Burger said. “A single
vehicle running off the road
may be caused by ice or
snow, swerving to avoid a
deer, or distracted driving.”

Burger quoted north-
east Minnesota statistics
on the leading cause of
traffic deaths and severe
injuries as alcohol-related
causes, distracted driving,
excessive speed and lack of
seatbeltuse. Theseregional
statistics match up closely

withnationwide trends and
data, he said.

Speed limits are desig-
nated to make the flow of
traffic safer, according to
Burger. “Last week we all
found out the Department
of Transportation is
increasing the speed limit
on Hwy. 169,” he said.
“That is an engineering
aspect. They looked at
that data. Did they make
the road safer than it was?
Engineers claim it is, so
that’s what contributed to
the increase.”

Burger voiced the
general concern that
driving faster on that road,
especially during winter, is
not necessarily safer. “To
me, there are times when
you shouldn’tbe driving at
the speed limit because of
the condition of the road.
Slow down and drive for
the conditions,” he said.

Signals and signs are
being improved to make
intersections safer, he
said. “Check out the traffic
sensor signs at the Y Store
intersection. Since those
new signs went up, there
is a significant decline in
crashes in that area.”

Road sensors and
weather condition sta-
tions, like near Robinson
Lake, help with monitoring
changing conditions on the
roads, he said. “It helps
MNDOT know when to
send out plows and with
what material to help keep
the road safer,” he said.

Seatbelt use has been
mandatory in Minnesota
since 2009. “Since then we
have had 132 fewer deaths,
434 fewer severe injuries,
1,270 fewer moderate
injuries and as much as $67
million avoided in hospital
charges,” he said.

been working with con-
sultants at the University
of Minnesota-Duluth to
help the project get off
the ground. The closest
match to the Pieratos’
project is a 40,000 sq.
ft. aquaponics facility in
Faribault, the first of its
kind in Minnesota.

The Faribault
company now makes mil-
lions in revenues after it
had its own slow start.

Denise said, however,
even though aquaponics
has had success in the
southern part of the state,
she was advised by UMD
and insurance underwrit-
erstokeepmoving forward
with aeroponics because
there was less financial
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risk involved.

With the startup chal-
lenges inmind, the Pieratos
family is working one step
at a time on their dream to
eventually have their own
20,000 sq. ft. facility in
the area.

Their first goal is con-
verting a 900 sq. ft. space
in an existing building
on their Lake Vermilion
property and grow to meet
their goal as they are able.

Aside from bringing

Aeroponics is a nhew
year-round sustain-
able food industry
that could be coming

to the Iron Range.
submitted photo

another locally-grown
option to the Iron Range,
Danielle said she and her
mother want to address
other community con-
cerns such as