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TRAFFIC CONFLICT REDUCTION EFFORTS

Sherman’s Corner redesigned for safety

But MnDOT’s own study suggests accidents may increase with the change
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editorw

A new “conflict reduction intersection” is now open at the junction of
Hwy. 53 and Hwy. 1/County Rd. 22 south of Cook. photo by M. Helmberger

ANGORA — The
intersection here, long
known as Sherman’s
Corner, is getting a $1
million redesign in an
effort to improve traffic

safety, according to the
Minnesota Department of
Transportation.
The new intersection,
at the junction of the Hwy.
53 expressway and Hwy. 1/

County Rd. 22, is designed project, Josie Olson, said
to prevent traffic from the crash rate at the site
directly crossing Hwy. has increased somewhat
53 in hopes of stemming since the expansion of
crashes at the intersection.
MnDOT manager on the See...SAFETY pg. 9

CITY OF ELY

COUNTY SCHOOLS

BLIGHT

hits
home

enforcement

School board
discusses pay
for performance
structure
by E. M. SCHULTZ
Staff Writer

Council member to appeal property report to peers
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – The city
council here will conduct
an appeal hearing later
this month involving
one of its own members
accused of maintaining
an unsafe residence in
the city.

Ely council member Paul Kess has opted to
appeal a blight-condition report to his fellow
council members. A hearing is scheduled for
Tuesday, Oct. 29 concerning his property at
106 E. Harvey St. photos by K. Vandervort

Council member
Paul Kess and his wife,
Laurie Kess, own several
rental properties around
town. One of the proper-

ties, at 106 E. Harvey St.,
was recently singled out
for immediate attention

See...ELY pg. 11

REGIONAL – At-will employees in
the St. Louis County School District may
soon have a new pay for performance
structure.
The school board discussed three
possible options at a working session in
Virginia on Tuesday evening. Two of the
three options would implement pay ranges
for each position, complete with a cap,
and all three options would be based on
an individual’s job performance.
These pay ranges would be evaluated
every two to three years, leaving room for
salary increases for those who have already
topped out.
Board members were unable to come
to an agreement on which option should
be put on the agenda for the next school
board meeting, which will take place on
Tuesday, Oct. 22 at South Ridge. This was
due, in part, to a lack of documentation
that had been previously requested by
the school board. South Ridge member
Christine Taylor and Chair Dan Manick
both expressed concern over the lack of
transparency.
“It just always feels like when we come
down to the pay for the people who are not
under contracts in this school district, we’re
just supposed to take your guys’ word for
it,” said Taylor, “And I don’t really like
to do that.”
Business manager Kim Johnson didn’t

See... 2142 pg. 12

COOK

Zup’s ready to break ground for new store construction
by E. M. SCHULTZ
Staff Writer

COOK – Construction
on the new Cook Zup’s
store is slated to begin
the week of Oct. 20-26.
If all goes well, the new
store should open on May
5, though Jim Zupancich
said he would like to see

it open sometime in April.
Those hoping for a bigger
store will be happy to hear
there are plans to make
the new building “just a
hair larger,” according
to Zupancich. A special
council meeting will take
place at Cook City Hall
on Thursday, Oct. 10 at
10 a.m. to award bids for

the rebuild.
The previous Zup’s
store was destroyed by an
overnight electrical fire

last November. Since then,
company officials have
been working to bring
a full-service grocery
store back to the Cook
area despite delays due
to higher than expected building costs. Zup’s
has also made efforts
to continue serving the
area through a mini-mart,

stocked with a sampling
of pantry basics and Zup’s
specialty meats, which
opened in September. In
addition, Zup’s has continued delivering groceries to
homebound seniors at the
Homestead and Pioneer
apartment buildings.
The city of Cook has
agreed to be responsible

Your Friends in the Great Northwoods!

Autumn is here. So are new clothing styles,
books, gifts and our used outfitting canoes.
218-365-6745 Daily 7 - 8 pm piragis.com 105 N Central

for any cost overruns
on infrastructure work
required for the new building.
The city received a
$350,000 IRRRB grant
for the project and plans to
extend some of the water
lines around the property
and to add additional fire
hydrants.

Contact The Timberjay
218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com
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Lake Country Power seeks
applications for Community Award

GRAND RAPIDS – In the true spirit of
grassroots movements, Lake Country Power will
once again recognize a non-profit organization
that has made outstanding contributions to the
local community. We are now seeking applications for the Touchstone Energy Community
Award. Any non-profit organization that has
helped make northern Minnesota a better place
to live and work through its community service
is eligible for the $500 cash award.
Community members may nominate an
organization by completing an application form,
available at Lake Country Power or online at
www.lakecountrypower.coop. Questions may be
directed to Tami Zaun at 1-800-421-9959. The
application will require a description of the community service project, program, or event and
the positive impact it brought to the community.
Applications should be returned no later than
4:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 1 to Tami Zaun at
26039 Bear Ridge Drive, Cohasset, MN 55721.
The award recipient will contend for the
statewide Touchstone Energy Community
Award, which includes a cash prize of $1,000.
The statewide award winner will be recognized
at the Minnesota Rural Electric Association
annual meeting in early 2020.

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

SISU HERITAGE

Steve Solkela and his one-man band in concert
on Sunday, Oct. 13 in Embarrass
EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage, Inc. is sponsoring a fall concert at the Historic Finnish Apostolic
Church on Hwy. 21 in Embarrass. Steve Solkela and
his Overpopulated One-Man Band will perform on
Sunday, Oct. 13 at 3 p.m. Steve’s musical offerings
are wide-ranging, from his original and humorous
songs about growing up in Palo on the Iron Range,
to folk music from various countries, to opera. If
youʼve seen Steve in the past, you know what a treat
it is to watch and listen as he entertains with jokes,
tells stories, sings, and plays multiple instruments all at once! He has recently returned from traveling
in Finland and will have some new material.
Concert admission is $5; children under 12 are
free.

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM

Create a custom leather bracelet at local libraries
MT
IRON - The
Arrowhead Public Library
System is pleased to present the
custom leather bracelet workshop series with Minnesota
artist Jen Anfinson. This handson workshop will provide an
introduction to leatherwork in
jewelry making. Create something unique while learning
about leather tools and techniques. All materials will be
provided.
The 90-minute program is
free for adults and teens ages
13 and up. Workshops will
take place at the Cook Public

Open auditions on Oct. 14 for War of
the Worlds radio play
VIRGINIA - Northern Stage Works is
holding open auditions for the radio play, War
of the Worlds, on Monday, Oct. 14 from 6:30
– 7:30 p.m. at the Lyric Annex in downtown
Virginia. Come read with us and join the fun!
The beauty of a radio play is that there is
no need to memorize lines for this production;
you get to read them all. Performances will
take place on Oct. 29, 30, and 31. Two or three
rehearsals will take place prior to performances.
Dates and times for rehearsals are subject to cast
availability. For more information, call 218-7415577.

Lake Vermilion Trail Joint Powers
Board seeks executive director

LAKE VERMILION - The Lake Vermilion
Trail Joint Powers Board is seeking a part-time
Executive Director. This individual would work
under contract for the joint powers board and
would be responsible for activities associated
with the administration, planning, development, promotion, and maintenance of the Lake
Vermilion Trail.
The joint powers board was established in
February 2018 by the cities of Cook and Tower;
the townships of Owens, Beatty, Greenwood,
Vermilion Lake, and Kugler; and the Bois Forte
Tribal Government. It is responsible for developing, owning, and managing the planned Lake
Vermilion Trail, which will be a 40-mile paved
trail from Cook to Tower in the vicinity of the
southern shore of Lake Vermilion, for nonmotorized use.
In April 2018, a master plan for the
trail was completed and submitted to the
Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails
Commission, or GMRPTC. In June of the
same year, the trail received a regional significance designation from the GMRPTC. The
board applied for Legacy funds this past July to
develop 4.5 miles of trail between Tower and the
Y Store intersection. It also plans to apply for
funds to develop a trail segment on the west end.
The board is currently focusing on fundraising
and trail location reconnaissance.
Compensation for the Executive Director job
will depend on the qualifications of the chosen
applicant. Additional information may be found
at www.lakevermiliontrail.org or www.facebook.com/lakevermiliontrail. Resumes must be
submitted by Thursday, Oct. 31.

Library on Friday, Oct. 25 at 4
p.m., the Babbitt Public Library
on Thursday, Oct. 31 at 1 p.m.,
and the Ely Public Library on
Monday, Nov. 4 at 1 p.m.
This program, sponsored
by Arrowhead Library System,
was funded in part or in whole
with money from Minnesota’s
Arts and Cultural Heritage
Fund. To learn more about
Arrowhead Legacy Events,
please see our calendar at www.
alslib.info, follow us on Twitter
@ALSLibraryNews, or like us
on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/alslibinfo.

SEASON OF GIVING

Frandsen Bank - Tower
donates to the food shelf
Frandsen Bank in Tower conducted a month-long fundraiser for the
Tower Area Food Shelf, along with
collecting back-to-school supplies
for the students and teachers at
Tower-Soudan Elementary. Bank
staff presented a check for $575
to food shelf volunteer Marge
McPeak, along with three shopping
carts full of non-perishable food
items.
photos by J. Summit

Ely Drop and Shop donates
to local non-profits
The Vermilion Country Charter School
in Tower was the recipient of this
month's round-up program at Ely Drop
and Shop, the locally-owned thrift shop
in Ely. Co-owner Casey Moravitz presented a check for over $410 to VCS
Administrator Frank Zobitz. Past recipients of the program include Ely Head
Start, Ely Community Resources, and
the Ely Food Shelf. This month the shop
is asking customers to round-up for the
Ely Ambulance Service.
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CITY OF TOWER

TEDA to seek retraction of false report
by JODI SUMMIT

“

Tower-Soudan Editor

I am tired
of the negative
undermining,
with no regard or
respect for this
committee.

TO W E R - T h e To w e r
Economic Development
Authority (TEDA), last week,
voted unanimously to send a
retraction demand to the Tower
News and its publisher, Gary
Albertson, with a deadline of
Nov. 1 to address a false and
defamatory “news story” written
by Steve Altenburg, which the
Tower News published on Sept.
13.
Altenburg has claimed
on multiple occasions that he
submitted a claim months ago
to the state auditor’s office,
detailing wrongdoing relating to
the city’s loan to Tower Harbor
Shores, but to date has refused to
show TEDA or the city council
a copy of the complaint or any
accompanying documents.
TEDA will also be submitting a detailed PowerPoint
presentation to the state auditor’s
office, all based on the relevant
city documentation, that shows
the city’s and TEDA’s handling
of the Harbor Shores loan was
done properly and was well-documented.
TEDA members were
clearly ready to take proactive
steps to address the drumbeat
of negative and false reporting,
which members fear is hurting

TEDA member Joan Broten

the city’s economic development
efforts.
“I find it very disturbing that
he [Steve Altenburg] is claiming
we didn’t do our job,” said TEDA
member Joan Broten. “I am tired
of the negative undermining,
with no regard or respect for this
committee.”
TEDA vice-president
Marshall Helmberger, who had
assembled the information in
the PowerPoint presentation,
agreed. “We do have to take
a stand here. There has been
enough negativity. I always
like to think that people have
enough sense not to believe the
garbage that comes out, but some
people want to believe the worst,
sometimes.”
“This is not just TEDA
being dragged through the mud,”
noted Helmberger. “It is creat-

ing problems for prospective
developers. These are people
the city asked to come and do a
project. They are being accused
of receiving money illegally with
no evidence at all. We need to do
what we can to make sure their
names are cleared.”
TEDA member Dick
Larmouth said the allegations
create a cloud over TEDA and
may turn off other investors.
“We need to turn that attitude
around,” he said, “and create a
more friendly environment.”
Audience member Mary
Batinich, who leads the group
restoring the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center, said they are
hearing feedback from potential
donors who are concerned about
“the mess in Tower.”
“I have also heard from
someone who was looking to
buy a house in Tower, who had
similar concerns,” said Batanich.
The Tower City Council,
at their Sept. 30 meeting, had
directed Altenburg to attend
the Oct. 3 TEDA meeting and
bring any evidence to back up
his claim. They also directed
Altenburg to discuss the issues
with TEDA to try to resolve his
questions.
Altenburg was present at the
meeting but did not comply with
the council’s request to engage
with the TEDA board. Instead,

Altenburg spoke briefly during
public input, telling the board
that “on the advice of legal
counsel, I have been instructed
to inform you this meeting is
being recorded for evidentiary
purposes, regarding egregious
violations of whistleblower
protection act perpetration by
Tower City Council, forcing an
employee to attend a meeting
on his own time, and attempting
to interrogate, harass, force and
intimidate, over a legally-protected submission of legitimate
concern to the proper authority.”

Laying out the facts

The TEDA presentation
(which can be found online
at www.timberjay.com) went
through the Harbor Shores loan
process, step by step, documenting how TEDA applied for and
received the monies as a grant
from the IRRR, specifically for
the Harbor Shores development.
The presentation outlined how
TEDA documented that the loan
met the guidelines TEDA had
developed, including the requirements that it fund only eligible
uses and that the developers have
at least a 50-percent equity stake
in the start-up funding.
“There is nothing in these
findings that anyone could
point to that were erroneous or
fraudulent,” said Helmberger.

“Altenburg stated the loan met
none of the requirements in the
guidelines. This is a provably
false and reckless statement.”
The presentation noted that
neither the IRRR or the city’s
auditor raised any questions on
the loan approval, except for
questions raised by the auditor
on the documentation, interest
calculations, and handling of
the loan by the former city clerk/
treasurer.
The allegations byAltenburg
were aimed at Helmberger, who
was TEDA president at the
time, along with now-Mayor
Orlyn Kringstad, who was one
of the project partners at the
time. Neither of them had any
authority to approve or disburse
any of the loan funds, which
were handled by the city council
and the clerk-treasurer, not the
TEDA board.
Helmberger’s presentation
also touched on the origins of the
townhome concept itself, which
was the brainchild of the city’s
Harbor Committee, which at
the time consisted of Altenburg,
former Mayor Josh Carlson, and
former Clerk-Treasurer Linda
Keith. Those three, with approval of the city council, had issued
a Request for Qualifications that

See TEDA...pg. 5

Briefly

on Saturday morning and the St.
Louis County Sheriff’s Office,
Cook Fire and Ambulance
Service, Orr Fire Department,
Virginia Ambulance Service, and
St. Louis County Rescue Squad
all responded to the scene.
The incident is currently
under investigation by the St.
Louis County Sheriff’s Office.
Howell was reportedly wearing
a seatbelt. Alcohol and speed

Injuries reported in
off-road vehicle crash
ORR – A Scandia man
suffered facial injuries when he
drove his off-road utility vehicle
into the ditch early last Saturday
morning. Zachary Howell, age
42, was northbound on County
Rd. 422 when he failed to make
a corner and left the road.
The call came around 2 a.m.

are both believed to have been
contributing factors, according
to a sheriff’s office report.

County board
workshop set for
Cook on Tuesday

REGIONAL – The St.
Louis County Board will hold
two full board workshops in
October, including one set for

this Tuesday, Oct. 15, at the new
Government Services building in
Cook. No agenda for the workshops was available as of press
time, but the workshop is set to
get underway at 9:30 a.m. and
is open to the public.
The county remains in the
process of building the new
Government Services facility,
which is combining several
different county agencies and

departments under one roof.
The county purchased the
main building and surrounding property from Disability
Specialists. Further construction
at the site is still ongoing.
A second workshop is set
for Monday, Oct. 14, at the
Emergency Operations Center in
Duluth. That event also begins
at 9:30 a.m. and is open to the
public.

RegisteR to win a set of
Minnesota wild tickets
Courtesy of
Country Hearth Breads

DAYS

Mon, Tues, & Wed. • October 14,15 & 16

As we celebrate our 63rd Anniversary, Zup’s in Tower invites you
to a special 3 Day Sale Event in honor of our valued customers!
1 gallon 1%, 2%, Skim or Whole

Dairy Fresh MILK $2.63 each
14.9 oz. Asst. Original
Thin Jack’s PIZZAS

$2.63 each

MEAT SPECIALS
Pre-Cooked PRIME RIB

Pizzas $4.63 each

Asst. 1.5 qt. Edy’s Ice Cream

$6.63 per lb.

$3.63 each

Angus Pride ARM ROAST

8 oz. Mustard
5.5-7.25 oz. Macaroni & Cheese
14.5 oz. Chicken or Beef Broth
4 oz. Pieces & Stems Mushrooms

YOUR CHOICE 63¢ each

Asst. 12 ct. Two Bite

Cupcakes $2.63 each
TRUCKLOAD POP SALE!

COKE Products, Pepsi or
Mt. Dew Products, 7UP &
A&W Brands $2.63 each

CARROTS 63¢ each
Avocados 63¢ each

Gala APPLES 63¢ per lb.

Asst.12” Lotzza Motzza

Your choice of 6 pack,
16.9 oz bottles...Asst.

16 oz. Bolthouse Baby Peeled

$2.63 per lb.

Let OUR Experience Work For YOU!
Flooring F Laminates F Window Treatments F Kitchen

Angus Pride FLAT IRON STEAK

$3.63 per lb.

HAM SALAD SPREAD

$2.63 per lb.

Simply Done CLEAN BREEZE
Laundry Detergent
100 oz $2.63

16 oz. Nathan’s ONION RINGS
16 oz. Arby’s CURLY FRIES
28 oz. Checkers Rally’s

Famous FRIES
YOUR CHOICE $2.63 each
Asst. 10 oz. Our Family POTATO
CHIPS $1.63 each

• We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities •

PRICES GOOD AT TOWER ZUP’S ONLY • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

FALL / WINTER HOURS
Sun. 8-3; Mon.-Sat. 8-6

315 Main Street, Tower • 753-2725

Cabinets F Saunas F Carpeting F Storage F Bath

Over 150 Years of Combined
Professional Expertise!
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TIMBERJAY Newspapers

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”
The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

Killers of community

Altenburg, Sikora, and Albertsons use false
attacks to scare off economic development

In his classic book, “13
Ways to Kill Your Community,”
Doug Griffiths puts “Don’t
Attract Business” at Number
Two. We all know that attracting
new businesses to our small
communities is critical to create
jobs, generate local wealth, and
enhance quality of life.
Which is why folks in
Tower should be so upset
about the efforts by a handful
of individuals to smear local
officials, the Tower Economic
Development Authority, outside
businesspeople, investors, and
state officials who have attempted to put their faith in a better
future for the community.
As we’ve reported through
a variety of stories over the
past year or so, a number of
individuals have tried to engage
in economic development in
Tower in recent years. Two RV
park developers hit a nearly
impenetrable brick wall in the
form of a city hall and planning
and zoning commission that was
openly hostile to new projects.
Other prospective developers,
including one who had an interest in significant and sustained
redevelopment in Tower’s
downtown three years ago,
received no assistance from city
hall, despite several attempts to
gain cooperation.
More recently, we’ve seen
businesspeople who came to
Tower to build town homes
at the city’s request, become
embroiled in a grab bag of false
and defamatory accusations
disseminated by a handful of
reckless individuals, including
Steve Altenburg, Tony Sikora,
and Gary and Edna Albertson,
over a grant of IRRRB funds,
passed through TEDA, to assist
the project.
While these four individuals have sought primarily to
target the city’s new mayor and
the publisher of this newspaper,
they have peppered a number of
other individuals and agencies
in their crossfire, including a
well-respected architect, a real
estate developer, the Department
of Iron Range Resources and
Rehabilitation and the volunteers on the Tower Economic
Development Authority.
The false and irresponsible claims being made almost
weekly in the Tower News,
written by either Altenburg
or Sikora, and approved for
publication by the Albertsons,
are undoubtedly casting a pall
over TEDA’s work. And TEDA
isn’t alone. Mary Batanich,
who has been the leading spark
plug behind the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center, said the current
misinformation is hampering
her ability to raise much-needed
funds to finish that project.
As the old saying goes, “a
lie can travel halfway around the
world while the truth is putting
on its shoes.”
And let’s be perfectly clear.

The complaint filed with the
state auditor by Mr. Altenburg
earlier this year is based on
childish misinterpretation of
basic facts and a complete lack
of due diligence. TEDA did its
job appropriately and accurately
and documented it every step of
the way. That documentation
is contained in the city files.
Mr. Altenburg, Mr. Sikora, and
the Albertsons are apparently
unable to read and understand
basic documents.
Mr.Altenburg and the Tower
News have falsely claimed that
one of several invoices from
the former architect on the town
home project was actually a
“buy-out” of a partner. Yet the
architect was never a partner
in the project, a fundamental
fact that neither Mr. Altenburg
nor the Tower News bothered
to check. When the Albertsons
published Mr. Altenburg’s
false claims in his newspaper,
they committed libel, pure and
simple.
The Tower News has proclaimed Mr. Altenburg a “whistleblower” but that is equally
untrue. Under the state’s whistleblower law, an employee
gains no protection when their
claim is made with reckless
disregard for the truth, as is the
case with Mr. Altenburg. He is
simply a dishonest individual
hiding behind a law that was
never enacted to protect people
like him.
This may all just be sport to
Mr. Altenburg, Mr. Sikora, and
the Albertsons, but their reckless
actions have real repercussions.
How do you attract new people
to invest or build in your community when they see this kind
of ugliness? Even when potential investors know it’s false,
who would want to risk being
dragged into the middle of it?
How do you convince a
state agency like the IRRRB to
invest resources in the community when they run the risk of
being tarred with this kind of
nonsense?
The end result of wanting
to invest in Tower shouldn’t be
to have your efforts blocked by
a recalcitrant city hall or your
name or reputation dragged
through the mud by irresponsible fools. It’s tough enough to
bring investment to small towns.
Obviously, life in a small
town is never perfect. And newspapers have a responsibility to
shine a light where it’s needed.
We’ve shone our own light on
the dishonesty and dysfunction
that the new city council is
finally starting to clear away.
But our reporting was based
on actual facts and solid investigation, not wild imaginings
by reckless individuals who
refuse to comprehend basic
facts. These are exactly the kind
of people who can and will kill
a community. Folks in Tower
shouldn’t stand for it.

Letters from Readers
Avoiding cleanup
is a hallmark of big
mining companies
Fifteen years ago I attended a public meeting where
representatives of U.S. Steel
explained the problem with
the Minntac tailings basin. As
water is used in the plant it
becomes increasingly polluted
to the point where it is no longer
useful. Bad water must be discharged, and fresh water introduced. The bad water flows to
Dark Lake, the Dark River and
beyond, and also toward Lake
Vermilion. At the time of the
meeting, U.S. Steel, abetted
by Iron Range legislators, had
already been in violation of its
discharge permit for a decade.
The company representatives noted that one solution to
the problem was to construct
a treatment plant that would
clean the basin water and eliminate the need to discharge pollutants into the environment.
The caveat was that it would
be hugely expensive – on the
order of hundreds of millions
of dollars. Still, even at that
level, the money represented
less than one year’s profit for
U.S. Steel. So the message was
clear: the interests of the shareholders were more important
than protecting water quality
or obeying the law.
Now U.S. Steel has proposed to the MPCA that since
they haven’t been following the
rules, the rules should simply
be changed. In other words,
here’s the level of pollution
they’re generating, so just
make that the standard. Some
might view that as a kind of
compromise, but here’s the
thing: our industrial society
has been compromising for
300 years. Last week in these
pages the alarming decline
in birds and even insects was
noted, and that data could well
be a harbinger for wholesale
ecological collapse. That’s not
about “tree huggers,” that’s
about human survival. We can
compromise ourselves beyond
recovery.
Minntac doesn’t have to
close and U.S. Steel doesn’t
need to go broke, but they do
need to do the right thing, and
so do their shareholders. Treat

the water. Meet the standard.
Unfortunately, avoiding such
responsibility is a hallmark
of corporate behavior, and
it’s likely the proposed copper-nickel giants would take
the same path if we’re careless enough to give them the
opportunity.
Peter M. Leschak
Side Lake

Silent spring comes
like a thief at night

Thank you for “Bird Study
Raises Alarms and Many More
Questions” of the Sept. 4 issue.
Having grown up on a farm in
Iowa in the 1950’s, I remember
the farm pastures, hayfields and
fencerows, as well as wooded
ravines and sinkholes were
alive with mammals such as
foxes, deer, opossums, and
racoons. Horned larks returned
early in the spring and owls
screeched and hooted in the
groves and ravines. Kingbirds
and meadowlarks decorated the
fencerows and killdeer nested
in the corn rows. Orioles nested
in the elms and thrushes lived
in the woods. Red-tailed hawks
and turkey vultures soared
overhead.
We still visit the area where
I grew up. The area no longer
has fencerows, the sinkholes
have been filled in, the woods
have been cleared and converted to corn and soybeans and the
wildlife is by and large gone.
It occurred slowly and almost
imperceptibly over decades.
As we walk the mostly
quiet woods and forests now
around Lake Vermilion and
northeast Minnesota, we are
often struck by how quiet it is.
The implications stated in the
article are that we may be on
the precipice of an ecological
disaster. Your article should
be page one in every paper
in the nation. But it isn’t,
because many people would
say “such a notion is alarmist
and unrealistic”. It doesn’t
have the immediacy of war and
politics, but it does cause deep
concern to my spouse and to
me for not only humanity and
the earth’s life, but especially
for our children’s children and
their children.
Keith and Amy Steva
Cook

The American Dream
hangs by a thread

A “dream deferred is a
dream denied” tells the story
of struggle for most American
minorities. That illusory dream
is a promise also never realized
also by many whites. Left
out and looked down on, they
accept personal failure as their
lot. We are perilously close to
turning the American dream
into dust. Russians attempted
to blow up our elections, but
our political system is already
being destroyed from within.
Congress must expose corporate capture of our democracy or hope will chase illusion.
Corporate capture is the dominance of big business interests
in government and public
institutions. A revolving door
permits private interests to keep
government of, by, and for the
people out of reach. Public
governance has been turned
inside out and upside down.
Corporate capture in the
name of free markets has led to
theft of our commons, people’s
sovereignty, and democracy.
Regulatory agencies become
captives of the industries to
be regulated. Forty years of
privatization, deregulation,
and corporate tax cuts let loose
predators among the prey.
Corporate lobbying suffocates democracy. High profit
is extracted as industry externalizes costs on taxpayers.
Government subsidies flood
coffers of big business to
starve small enterprise and
community need.
Top to bottom, courts are
being stacked to incorporate,
not adjudicate. Voter suppression steals the people’s voice
and as campaign costs skyrocket, fundraising leaves little time
for the people’s business.
People’s ties to their government have been slashed
and severed. The Trump
Clownshow enriches itself
at government expense, but
corporate capture concentrates
wealth at the top without regard
for human rights and planetary
health. Without rule of law, the
coup is on!
Harold Honkola
Tower

Many more will qualify for health insurance subsidies
There’s good
news and bad on
the healthcare
front in Minnesota.
First, the bad
news— the number
of Minnesotans
without health
insurance increased
this year, by about
18,000. For most of
these folks, access
to healthcare is now
largely limited to the
use of badly overrun

MARSHALL

HELMBERGER

emergency rooms,
where the focus is
solely on patching
folks up and sending
them on their way.
The increase is
not unexpected. In
their efforts to gut
the Affordable Care
Act, or ACA, the
Trump administration and Republicans
in Congress, last
year, did everything
in their power to

undermine the ACA, and all
but halted outreach efforts to
encourage the uninsured to sign
up for coverage under the act.
As it is, plenty of people still
don’t understand the ways that
the ACA does make healthcare
access more affordable.
The ACA accomplishes
this in a couple ways. The most
significant has been through
the expansion of the Medicaid
program to allow families with
middle-class incomes to qualify
in many cases for free, high-qual-

ity healthcare coverage, with
minimal or no co-pays or deductibles. The income limits have
increased in recent years, which
means many folks who might
think they don’t qualify actually
do. That’s the good news.
In fact, according to the
Minnesota Department of
Commerce, about 75 percent
of the estimated 250,000
Minnesotans currently going
without health coverage in
the state, including thousands
right here in St. Louis County,

would qualify for either a lowor no-cost public program,
like Medical Assistance or
MinnesotaCare, or an advanced
tax credit to assist in the purchase
of private insurance. And from
my own experience, I know that
a significant number of people
who do qualify, at a minimum,
for the advanced tax credits, are
not taking advantage of them.
More than once, I’ve worked
through the MNsure website,
See
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COMMENTARY

Federal lawlessness on Twin Metals puts onus on Minnesota
by RICHARD MOE
Commentator

A fundamental question
with respect to the future of
the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness looms before
Minnesota’s citizens and
elected officials: Will officials
in Washington follow the law?
Under the most basic principles
of democracy and constitutional
governance the answer can only
be “yes.” Whether that will be
the answer with respect to the
Boundary Waters—the most
visited and accessible wilderness
area in the United States—
remains to be seen. Governor
Tim Walz must be prepared to
act if federal officials continue
down their current unlawful
path to enabling sulfide-ore
copper mining on the edge of
the Boundary Waters.
Federal law should ultimately determine the fate of the
Boundary Waters, because this
magnificent lakeland wilderness
and its watershed in the Superior
National Forest are federal lands
that belong to all Americans.
The copper-bearing sulfide ore
that Chilean mining company
Antofagasta/Twin Metals seeks
is also publicly-owned. The
pollution that would flow from
the proposed mine and from its

waste tailings would contaminate waters that flow into the
heart of the Boundary Waters.
When the U.S. Forest
Service, which administers the
Boundary Waters and much
of its watershed, requested in
2016 that the watershed be withdrawn from the federal mineral
leasing program, it triggered a
vitally-important environmental
review. The Federal Land Policy
and Management Act (FLPMA)
unequivocally authorizes protection of public lands that are
determined to be too valuable or
vulnerable for mining. Under
FLPMA, such a determination
is to be based on an extensive
and comprehensive review of
the environmental, economic,
and social impacts of allowing
mining in areas as fragile as the
Boundary Waters watershed
and, conversely, of the impacts
of a mining ban. The point is
to engender decisions based on
facts and science—not politics.
Such a review was commenced in early 2017 by the
Forest Service but then halted
by the Trump administration
after 20 months. This cynical
cessation of the review relegated
to the trash bin not only exhaustive studies of environmental,
economic, and social impacts but

also extensive public comments
that overwhelmingly supported
protecting the Boundary Waters
watershed. Concurrently with
halting environmental review,
the administration unlawfully
reinstated mining leases to
Antofagasta/Twin Metals that
had been terminated in 2016
because of the threat to the
Boundary Waters.
Copper mining supporters
clamor that “the process” should
be followed with respect to
proposals for such mining near
the Boundary Waters, but then
applaud the Trump administration’s actions that short-circuit
established federal law. Those
arguing for “process” mean that
they want to ignore FLPMA
and have only the Minnesota
permitting process, which is a
comparatively narrow review
and designed to result in the issuance of permits for mines, govern
the mining proposals. The
question that the aborted federal
review was asking was, “Should
copper mining be banned near
the Boundary Waters?”
The Trump administration
halted the study because the
answer quite clearly was going
to be “yes.” If the state initiates
a review of a mine plan it is
compelled to use lesser standards

than those required under federal
law—standards that would allow
for water and air pollution that
would degrade the wilderness.
A review under state law would
ignore critical information about
economics, human health, and
cultural and social impacts,
among other things.
Governor Walz can be a
bulwark against the Trump
administration’s misguided and
unlawful drive to allow a Chilean
mining company to despoil lands
and waters that belong to the
people of the United States. He
can direct state agencies to refuse
to process any permit applications submitted by Antofagasta/
Twin Metals until lawsuits and
the cancelled environmental
study have been completed.
Several businesses that
would be harmed by the mine
have sued in federal court challenging the illegal issuance of
the leases. Legislation brought
forward by Representative Betty
McCollum and others, which
passed in the U.S. House, would
compel the Trump administration to finish the cancelled study
and hand it over to Congress.
Bipartisan leaders in the Senate,
including Senators Tina Smith
and Amy Klobuchar, have urged
the adoption of the House pro-

Letters from Readers

Please support our
excellent schools

I am a resident located in
the Independent School District
696, as are many of you readers.
If you are in the 696 District you
should have received a survey
in your mailbox in the past few
weeks. I urge you to open the
survey and fill it out. This is
a great opportunity for us to
communicate our interest in the
excellent public schools we are
so fortunate to have.
Whether you support big
spending or smaller spending,
I urge you to support some
spending. Just as our homes
need constant attention, in a
bigger way, so do our public
buildings. We are fortunate to
have the excellent buildings we
have, but right now, we need a
new roof and new windows and
there are some safety features we

should not ignore. The consulting architects on the project have
said that there is no reason our
schools cannot last forever, as
long as we maintain them. And
so, as a grateful graduate of the
Ely High School and a supporter
of all things Ely, I urge you to
find that survey, be generous
with your opinions, and support
what you can.
Celia Domich
Ely

Trump coming to
inflame and incite

Trump is coming to town,
presumably to drum up a confrontation that his followers will
be able to use as justification for
further predations and violence.
Fox will be looking for
footage, too.
Reminds me of Nixon
at the San Jose Armory on
October 29, 1970, throwing a

two-handed peace sign at the
hostile crowd in the parking lot
after his inflammatory speech
to the local Republicans. He’d
arranged to have it broadcast via
loudspeakers to the crowd of his
opponents outside.
Nixon went off topic during
his speech, directing specific and
demeaning insults at us.
(I was there, sitting on top
of a big yellow rental truck that
turned out to be full of armed
National Guardsmen, ready to
“rescue the President” if need
be.) He got us emotionally riled
up, then came out the back door,
stepped up onto his limo, threw
his two-handed peace sign at us
with the obvious intent to infuriate. Then he ran his cavalcade
of limos right through the middle
of the crowd.
His apparent, logical, direct,
and cleared exit path was to the
side. Instead, he ran those three
limos the length of the parking

lot, right through a peaceful
crowd of people whose hostility
was only vocal.
Large men, presumably
Secret Service agents, lined both
sides of the three limos, standing
on the running boards and sweeping fists with brass knuckles and
truncheons at everyone in reach
during that 40- or 50-yard run.
No one in that crowd expected him to drive right through
them. The limos disappeared,
leaving enraged and injured
people with no outlet for their
anger other than the Caddies
and Lincolns of Nixon’s richest
supporters, who’d been given
preferential parking in that lot
immediately behind the San Jose
Armory.
His supporters came out
after all this, finding the mess
but not having seen the cause.
Of course, they blamed
those they could see.
Nixon went on to use the

vision by Congress to ensure
compliance with existing law.
The history and current
reality of proposals to mine
copper in Minnesota have a
surfeit of political calculation
but too little consideration of
the broader public interest.
Continuing down that road will
likely result in devastating harm
to our priceless and irreplaceable
Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness. Governor Walz can
thwart that outcome by ordering
that Minnesota will not consider
permits for an Antofagasta/Twin
Metals mine when the company’s access to America’s public
lands and minerals has been
obtained by unlawful means. In
that way he can assure that the
future of the BWCAW is determined by the rule of law.

Richard Moe, a native
of northern Minnesota, is the
former president of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation
and a board member of the
Conservation Lands Foundation.
He served as chief of staff to Vice
President Walter Mondale and
as a senior advisor to President
Jimmy Carter from 1977 to
1981. He was chairman of the
Minnesota DFL Party from 1969
to 1972.

episode to further inflame and
agitate the country, stressing how
much “danger” he’d been in - just
as he’d done with the so-called
“riot in Caracas” years earlier.
See www.politico.com/
magazine/story/2018/10/28/
nixon-protest-law-and-order-221920
I do hope the antifas can
be kept under control. And that
our local police officers, whose
conservative suburban white
military police veterans’ politics
tend to align with Mr. Trump’s,
will realize they work for us here
in Minneapolis, and not him.
We need good policemen, and
they need our support and confidence. Their professionalism
in the coming days is going to
be important.
Dave Porter
Minneapolis

HEALTHCARE...Continued from page 4
plugging in family sizes
and income for friends
who’ve groused about the
high cost of health insurance premiums, blaming
it mostly on the ACA.
In almost every case,
when I’ve crunched the
numbers for them, it turns
out they’ve qualified for
substantial tax credits that
would save them thousands of dollars a year.
And the new income
guidelines mean even more
people qualify than before.
Even a single person with
an adjusted gross income
of $49,960 a year or less
should qualify for private
health insurance tax credits
beginning in 2020. For
a family of two, you can
earn up to $67,640 and still
qualify for the advanced
tax credits. A family of
four can still qualify up
to a household income of
$103,000. Keep in mind,

these are adjusted gross
income figures, which
means they are based on
the numbers you report
on your tax return after
accounting for certain
expenses such as child
support payments or contributions to a retirement
plan.
And, remember, once
you apply and are approved
for the advanced tax credit,
the credit is applied each
month to your premium
and will often cut the cost
of your monthly premium
in half, or more, depending
on your total income and
the type of insurance plan
you select.
Many families in our
area with children under
18 may also qualify for
Medical Assistance, or
Medicaid, which is far
more inclusive than most
private plans, with minimal
if any co-pays or deduct-

TEDA...Continued from page 3

eventually led to the decision to work with a development group assembled
by Kringstad to undertake
architectural and construction management for the
project on a fee-for-service
basis with the city as the
developer. The city later
asked the group to take
over as project developers.
H e l m b e rg e r a l s o
addressed Altenburg’s

other significant allegation, that loan monies were
used for a buyout of one of
the project partners, architect Dewey Thorbeck.
“This is provably
false,” said Helmberger.
“Thorbeck was never a
partner.”
“This is the definition
of reckless disregard for
the truth,” Helmberger
said. “Altenburg never

ibles. As of next year, a
family of four can earn up
to $70,812 and their two
children, under age 18,
could both still qualify for
Medical Assistance.
The fact is, about the
only people in our area
who don’t qualify for some
kind of free or subsidized
health insurance through
the MNsure system are
those who already have
coverage through their
place of employment, or
self-employed individuals
with incomes well above
the median in most of our
area communities. We’ve
published the income
guidelines here, so take a
look to see if you or your
family might qualify. If you
want more information on
income guidelines for
healthcare coverage assistance through MNsure,
visit: www.mnsure.org/
shop-compare/finan-

made any effort to verify
this point.”
Helmberger said while
Thorbeck was a part of the
initial management team,
he was never part of the
legal partnership that had
been formed. “He simply
wanted to be paid for his
architectural services,”
Helmberger said.
Helmberger also disputed Altenburg’s claim

cial-help/income-guidelines/index.jsp.
So, for folks who
don’t currently have health
insurance but are interested, either for themselves or
members of their family,
now is the time to start
thinking about signing up
for next year. The new rates
will be issued on Oct. 15
and open enrollment for
next year begins on Nov. 1.

You’ll want to sign up
as soon as possible so any
questions or issues can be
addressed well ahead of
the start of your coverage
on Jan. 1.
Can signing up be a bit
complicated? Potentially,
which is one reason I
still firmly believe that a
universal, single-payer
system is the best way to
go. Until that happens,

however, utilizing MNsure
and signing up for the
public coverage or private
tax credits offered, makes
sense if you don’t have
coverage through your
employer. There’s no
reason to go without insurance if affordable coverage
is out there.

that he was legally required
to report what he saw as
“fraud.”
“The law makes no
reference to fraud,” said
Helmberger, “and can
only apply to those who
are authorized to expend
public funds. This law
has no relationship to this
case.”
Helmberger said it
appeared that Altenburg

is abusing the state’s whistleblower law to try to
provide protection for his
own job, since there was
no actual fraud or unauthorized use of public funds
to report.
“His actions are unethical,” said Helmberger.
The whistleblower
law does not provide any
legal protection for those
who make claims that are

false or are made with reckless regard for the truth.
This matter is expected to be discussed at the
Tuesday, Oct. 15 city
council meeting, which
will be held at the Tower
Civic Center at 5:30 p.m.
Note the change from
the regular meeting date,
due to the Columbus Day
holiday.
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No changes at this time for city's animal ordinance
by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- The Tower Planning and Zoning Commission
is not going to recommend any
changes to the city’s animal
ordinance at this point in time.
The commission, at a Sept. 24
public hearing, heard only a
little public input on proposed
changes to the city’s animal ordinance. In recent months, residents have asked the council to
allow the keeping of chickens,
and to permit one dwelling to
have three dogs, instead of the
current limit of two.
“We are just collecting
public input at this time,” said
commission member Mary
Shedd.
The current ordinance
regulating animals allows for
three animals per dwelling
with a maximum of two dogs.
This rule does not apply to a licensed kennel.
The city’s current ordinance also prohibits allowing
dogs or cats to run at large
(must be on a six-foot leash or

under voice or whistle control),
requires pet owners to pick up
feces while out walking a dog,
and states that dogs and cats
are not permitted to enter public parks or playgrounds. The
ordinance also prohibits loud
or habitual barking that causes
frequent annoyance to neighboring residences. Dogs or cats
are also prohibited from damaging lawns, gardens, or other
property in the city.
The ordinance also requires an annual license fee
of $5 for each altered (spayed/
neutered) animal and $10 for
any unaltered animal.
Steve Clemenson attended
to speak against allowing more
than two dogs per dwelling.
Besides Mayor Orlyn Kringstad and this reporter, he was the
only member of the “public”
attending the hearing.
“I don’t see the need for
more dogs per house,” he said.
“People aren’t controlling
barking or where their animals
poop. On my block, dogs bark
from 5 a.m. until late at night.”
“I work shift work,” he

said, “and it’s really hard to
sleep.”
Commission
member
Steve Abrahamson noted this
issue has come up before.
“Our ordinance dates back
to 1992,” he said. “The same
issues came up.”
Abrahamson said the
council, back then, did decide
to keep the dog number at two.
Shedd wondered if the city
could put some sort of variance
process in place, but Abrahamson said a variance is a specific zoning tool used in cases of
hardship.
“Having a third dog isn’t a
hardship,” he said.
Shedd noted that there
were already homes in town
that had three dogs. She said
a review of other area cities
showed many with ordinances
that limit to three animals, but
do not specify the number of
dogs.
“As a member of the public,” she said, “I’d like to see
three animals.”
Shedd noted that her street
can be very noisy with dogs

barking, but in this case, there
are only one or two dogs per
house.
“Three dogs doesn’t get
at the real problem,” she said.
“The real problem is the violation of chronic noise limits and
peeing on lawns.”
Shedd said she knew there
were many city residents with
views on this issue, and she
wondered why there weren’t
more in the audience of the
hearing. The public hearing was
advertised in the city’s legal
newspaper, The Tower News,
but the notice had no information on what topics were to be
discussed, except for noting the
ordinance numbers (except for
a notation about CUPs). The
notice published online also
did not note the location of the
meeting, which was held at the
civic center.
“There are a ton of people
who really care about this,” she
said. “We really need to reach
out.”
The issue of allowing
chickens was briefly discussed.
Some have voiced support for

a limited number of chickens,
as long as the neighboring residents approved. But on the negative side, commission chair
Steve Altenburg asked, “Fowl
can be foul smelling, who is
going to enforce that?”
In other business, the commission will be recommending
some revisions to the garbage
ordinance to the city council,
to comply with current county and state laws, explicitly
stating that garbage cannot be
burned, and that demolition
materials cannot be buried.
The commission also discussed the city’s ordinance
relating to conditional use
permits, and whether or not
to change it to be more in line
with the county’s ordinance.
The planning and zoning
commission will make recommendations on any changes
to the city council, which will
have to give final approval, and
discussed bringing in an expert
to help rework the regulations.

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Township hopes to move back into town hall by Oct. 17
by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

SOUDAN- The renovation
project at the town hall, here,
continues to move ahead on
schedule. At the Breitung Town
Board’s Sept. 25 meeting, engineer John Jamnick reported that
the parking lot paving should
be underway by the first week
in October, and the exterior siding work should be beginning
soon. Interior work is mostly
complete, and the flooring is
complete. The township hopes
to move the office back into the
town hall on Oct. 17.
The new community room
will include a galley-style
kitchen, and the township
hopes it can be used for receptions, celebrations, community
education classes. The room
has a 75-person maximum occupancy. Tables and chairs are
available to set up for events.
The town board was expected

to approve the rental rules and
agreement at their next meeting on Thursday, Oct. 10 at 12
noon.
In other business, the town
board:
 Heard that the Breitung
Police Department is asking
anyone who wants to use the
township gravel pit to sight in
their guns or rifles to please
contact the department or the
town clerk’s office prior to
entering the gravel pit. There
have been some concerns

raised because of the proximity
of the gravel pit to the Soudan
Canister Site.
 Was questioned by
three McKinley Park campers on why the township had
raised the fee for winter storage of RVs by $100. Tomsich
noted the increase was set last
year, and was needed to cover
expenses at the campground.
Tomsich noted the campground
ran a negative balance last year,
and it was not fair to raise the
township levy to cover this

cost, but that it should be covered by those who are campers.
 Heard an update on the
lightning strike to the water
tower. Water plant supervisor
Matt Tuchel has reported to the
Timberjay that the new electronic control system has been
ordered.
 Heard a complaint from
residents about rocks and other items on the side of Puncher
Point Rd. The township has removed the rocks, and Supervisor Greg Dostert will follow up

on the issue with road residents.
St. Louis County Planning and
Zoning has asked for township
input on zoning issues on this
road.
 Heard that the township
has only received a couple of
applications for the maintenance supervisor position.
Deadline for applications was
on Oct. 10.

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

Tower-Soudan area broadband internet projects underway
by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

REGIONALThe
work of the local Blandin
Broadband Committee is
starting to take shape.
“The Hoodoo Point
wifi project is done and
working well,” said
Committee
Chair Joanne
1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW
Bassing.

CookVFW
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The public computer station at the Breitung
Town Hall will be installed once the renovation and creation of the
new community room is
completed.
Installation of the
broadband wireless public access for the train
depot and Tower Farm1/18/17
ers Market area has been
scheduled, as well as the
installation of the fiber
optic broadband at Vermilion Country School
(VCS). The equipment
for the broadband projects at VCS has been
ordered. VCS will have
a new computer lab, that
will be available for community education classes
and other public use, as
well as a digital piano/
music lab, and other
computer equipment that
can take advantage of the
broadband speeds. A mobile computer lab is also
being installed at Tower-Soudan Elementary.
Bassing said not
quite all the grant money
has been spoken for, and
a few smaller grant requests can be considered.

Feasibility study

A joint committee,
which includes the Tower-Soudan area, as well
as two other communities, is ready to begin
the process of conducting a broadband feasibility study. The three
groups have so far raised
$58,000, which will be
matched dollar-for-dollar
by the Blandin Foundation. The group’s goal
was to raise $75,000, so
fundraising work is still
underway, Bassing said.
“We do have enough
to fund the study,” said
Bassing.
The group will be
soliciting three voting
members from each government unit who contributed funding to the
feasibility study. That
group is expected to meet
in November to call for
quotes from engineering
firms who would conduct
the feasibility study.
The study will look
at the areas in the townships and cities that are
part of the group, and
determine what types
of broadband are most
practical and cost-effective. The study will also

identify possible private
partners for the actual
installation and service
for broadband. Once the
study is completed and
a private company is selected, the project can
apply for state and federal grant funds to help
pay the cost of installing
broadband at individual
homes and businesses. If
the study is completed by
next spring, the project
will be able to apply for
installation funding next
summer.
Three
members
of the local broadband
group, Joanne Bassing,
Kate Bassing, and Richard Hanson, will be attending the three-day
Blandin Broadband Conference is Nisswa.
“It’s good to be making connections,” said
Joanne Bassing. “And
there will be a long list
of topics covered at this
conference.”
This conference will
offer learning and engagement on many aspects of the challenges
and benefits of broadband
access and use, from
“Pursuing
Broadband
101,” to digital inclu-

sion tools and strategies
for diverse audiences, to
examples of tech-transformed health care, education, and agriculture, to
case studies of improved
community broadband.
Providers will discuss
trends in deployments
and offer advice to communities. Blandin Foundation will recognize
community leaders who,
since these annual conferences began fifteen
years ago, have led the
way to better broadband.
Besides panel discussions, presentations, and
demonstrations, participants will hear directly
from millennials about
how they decide where to
live and work.
Kate Bassing will be
giving a talk at the conference, related to white
hat hacking.

Free computers
to be available in
November

The local broadband
group will have 50 desktop-style computers to
distribute, free-of-charge,
to eligible residents, at an
event on Saturday, Nov.

online at www.timberjay.com

16 at the Vermilion Country School, in the afternoon (exact time TBA).
To qualify, a family’s
household income must
be below 200-percent of
the federal poverty guidelines, or receive or qualify for MFIP, GA, SNAP,
NAPS, WIC, Child Care
Subsidy, Head Start, Section 8 housing, or energy
assistance.
“There will be a short
form to fill out,” said Joanne Bassing.
The computers will
be given out on a first
come/first served basis,
but Bassing said if the
demand is high, there is
a good chance they can
get more computers to
distribute.
PCs for People refurbishes desktop and laptop
computers for distribution to eligible recipients.
As a Microsoft Registered Refurbisher, they
provide computers with
licensed copies of Windows 10. Every desktop
includes a mouse, a keyboard, power cords and
monitor cords at no additional cost. Monitors,
accessories,
hardware
upgrades and additional software (such as licensed Microsoft Office)
are available for an additional fee.
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Sellers Auction set for
Saturday, Oct. 26 in
Tower

TOWER- Sellers Auction, of
Superior, Wis., will be holding
a live auction at the Tower Civic Center on Saturday, Oct. 26
starting at 11 a.m. The auction is
being sponsored by UBetcha Antiques and Uniques of Tower, and
the event will feature handpicked
items from the dealers and vendors
who work with the shop.
Items will be available to
view Friday evening, said Ubetcha
owner Victoria Meloche, and then
again prior to the auction start on
Saturday.
“There will be hundreds of
items auctioned off,” she said,
“Antiques, collectibles, and fine
junk, including some box lots.”
Meloche is hoping that live
auction action will attract both
buyers and also those just interested in watching. Buyers will register and receive their auction number prior to the auction start.
“This is something that has
been missing on the Range,” she
said. “If it goes well, we will look
at doing consignment auctions.”
Meloche said they will be
posting updates on items to be offered at the auction on the Ubetcha
Antiques facebook page.

NWFA Winter Writers
meet Saturday, Oct. 12
in Cook

COOK - Are you interested in
writing? The Northwoods Friends
of the Arts Winter Writers Group
begins on Saturday, Oct. 12 in
Cook from 1-3 p.m. at the NWFA
Gallery on the main street of Cook,
210 S River St.
The writers group is open to
anyone, not just NWFA members,
who enjoys writing and spending
time with others who share an interest and passion for putting words
together to tell a story. Those who
attend will have an opportunity to
share personal writings, as well as
a chance to write together on an
assigned topic. The group meets
on the second Saturday of each
month, except in November, when
it will meet on Saturday, Nov. 16.

Movie to be shown at St.
Martins on Oct. 27

TOWER- On Sunday, Oct.
27, St. Martin’s Catholic Church
will be showing the movie “Unplanned,” at 2 p.m. in the Social
Hall. All are invited, at no charge.
“Unplanned” is the true story
of Abby Johnson. Abby just wanted to help women. She believed in
a women’s right to choose, and as

FALL EVENTS

one of the youngest Planned Parenthood directors in the nation, she
was involved in upward of 22,000
abortions...Until the day she saw
something that changed everything, which led Abby to become
one of the most ardent pro-life advocates in America.
If you are unable to attend the
showing on Oct. 27, St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Cook will be
showing the movie on Monday,
Oct. 21 at 6:30 p.m.

Little Church committee
to meet Saturday

VERMILION LAKE TWPThe Little Church Committee
will meet on Saturday, Oct. 12
at 10 a.m. The group welcomes
anyone interested in keeping The
Little Church preserved and maintained in our community. The
Little Church Men’s Group meets
every Thursday at 9 a.m. for coffee and conversation. All are welcome. The Little Church is located in Vermilion Lake Township on
Country Rd. 26/Wahlsten Rd. Any
questions, contact Len Hujanen at
218-749-2014.

Get your tickets now for
TSAA Fall Auction on
Thursday, Nov. 7

TOWER- Tickets are now
available for the Tower-Soudan
Athletic Association Fall Auction
on Thursday, Nov. 7 at the Wilderness at Fortune Bay. Tickets are
$25, and must be paid in advance.
Payment can be dropped off at
the Timberjay office in Tower, or
mailed to TSAA, c/o The Timberjay, PO Box 636, Tower, MN
55790.
This once-a-year event features an appetizer buffet, live and
silent auctions, karaoke, and many
games and raffles. While the event
is known as a “ladies” night, men
are also welcome to attend. A cash
bar is available.
We are also looking for donations of prizes for the games and
auctions. Hand-crafted items, gift
baskets, wine and spirits, and gift
certificates are needed. Please consider donating items, gift certificates, or baskets that can be used
for the silent auction.
All the funds raised go to
youth activities in Tower-Soudan.
This is the group’s only fundraiser each year, so please consider
helping out this important community event. In the last two years,
TSAA has donated over $8,500
in the community, including:
Tower-Soudan Little League and
Junior Legion baseball, T-S Elementary Ely Marathon entry fees,

Tower-Soudan Elementary Track
and Field Day, community family events at Vermilion Country
School, athletics and choir fees at
VCS, and more.

Vendors needed for
St. Martin's Christmas
Bazaar by Oct. 15

TOWER- St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tower is happy to
announce that they will once again
be hosting a Christmas Bazaar.
The event will be held on Saturday, Nov. 16 in the church social
hall. We are in the early planning
of the event and are now looking
for local crafters to participate. The
cost for a table is $20. If you are
interested, please contact Maryann
at the rectory at 218-753-4310 by
Oct. 15. Office hours are Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, from 9
a.m. to 12 noon.

Vendors needed for
Tower Holiday Craft
Show set for Saturday,
Dec. 7

TOWER- The Tower Holiday
Craft Show will be held on Saturday, Dec. 7 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
at the Tower Civic Center. Tables
are $20 each (limit two 8-ft. tables
per vendor) and must be reserved
and paid for in advance. Checks
can be made out to Friends of VCS
and mailed to Vermilion Country
School, PO Box 629, Tower, MN
55790 or can be dropped off at the
charter school or at the Timberjay
office in Tower. For more information, call Jodi Summit at 218-7532950.

Tower-Soudan Civic Club
to meet Oct. 16

TOWER- The Tower-Soudan
Civic Club will be meeting at the
Tower Civic Center on Wednesday,
Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. The presentation
will be given by Kathy Lovgren on
“Operation Santa”. Lovgren will
be giving a history of Operation
Santa, how families qualify, what
Operation Santa was able to give
last year, and a sample of what a
child receives. Please join us, all
are welcome.

Soudan Baptist Church
new schedule

SOUDAN- Soudan Baptist
Church is announcing new times,
effective this week. Sunday Service will be held at 9:30 a.m. with
Sunday School following at 10:45
a.m. Bible study will be held on
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

BREITUNG POLICE DEPARTMENT
August 2019

August Police
Report

Calls: 348
Citations/Formal
Charges: 5
Monthly
Mileage:
1,975 (Tahoe 1,099; Explorer 876)
Squads: Current end
of the month mileage for
the 2012 Tahoe (Tower’s)
is 87,943, and 22,536 for
the 2017 Explorer.
Additional
shifts:
During the month of
August, Breitung Police
worked one Towards
Zero Deaths extra enforcement shift.
Training: Chief Dan
Nylund attended a threeday DARE conference in
Bemidji, and a two-day
street cop training in Duluth.
Community Outreach: Lt. Jason Sanderson and Officer Jim
Battin took part in the
DNR-sponsored Youth

Breitung Police Chief
Dan Nylund

ATV Training held at the
Tower Civic Center.
Drug-Impaired
Driving: The use of
over-the-counter or prescription medication can
impair driving. Learn
the facts. Spread the
word. Impaired driving
is generally associated
with alcohol, prescription drug abuse, or illegal drug use. However,
many legally-obtained,
and commonly used,
over-the-counter medications and prescription
drugs can affect a user’s
ability to drive safely. For
example, cold and allergy
medications, antidepressants, opioids, and sleep

Transfer station
Soudan Canister

Expanded hours year-round
Monday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed.
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

Hwy. 77 Canister
Winter hours now in effect
Thursday
Sunday

12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Recycling canisters available
at the canister site when open.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

aids can cause side effects
like drowsiness, nausea,

blurred vision, and more,
which can put drivers at
risk.
Citations/Formal Charges/Arrests:
3 speed, 1 traffic passing
on right when prohibited,
1 disorderly conduct.

TOWER
FLU SHOT
CLINICS
October 8
8:30-4:00
th

October 17th
8:30-4:00
No Appointment Necessary

Bring your Insurance Card, Photo ID,
and wear a short-sleeved shirt

Allow 10 Minutes for Registration
High-Dose Shot Available!
Tower Medical Clinic
415 N 2nd St. Suite 2
218-753-2405
www.ScenicRiversHealth.org
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AEOA Senior
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermilion Country School and
AEOA sponsor a senior
dining site at the charter school in Tower. All
meals include salad bar,
fruit, choice of beverage, and dessert.
Reservations are appreciated the day before,
or morning of, but walkins are always welcome.
Take-outs are available.
Seniors age 60 and older
who have registered for
the program and their
partners qualify for special pricing of $4 per
meal, but all ages are
welcome at the regular
rate of $5.75. There are
no income guidelines.
Meals are served
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
on days when the charter school is open. Call
the school at 218-7531246 ext. 1003 for reservations, or call AEOA
at 1-800-662-5711 ext.
7323 for the one-time
registration process.
Homebound seniors
can sign up for meal
delivery. To register for
Meals on Wheels, or
for more information,
please call AEOA Senior Nutrition at 218735-6899.
Week of Oct. 14
Monday:
Sesame
Chicken Stir Fry over
Brown Rice, Bread Stick
Tuesday: Taco Soup,
Tostitos
Wednesday through
Friday: MEA weekend, no school, no lunch
served
Week of Oct. 21
Monday:
Chicken
Noodle Soup, Cheesy
Bread Sticks, Marinara
Sauce
Tuesday: Cheese Enchilada
Wednesday: Italian
Meatball Sub Sandwich,
Corn
Thursday: Tater Tot
Hot Dish, Dinner Roll
Friday:
Chicken
Philly Sandwich
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Week of Oct. 14
Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m.
Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 5088
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food
Shelf- Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of
the Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is Oct. 15.
Greenwood Fire Dept.Meetings on the first
(drill) and third (business
meeting) Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.
Tower City Council- 5:30
p.m. at the Tower Civic
Center on Oct. 15, note
change of date due to
Columbus Day Holiday on
Monday

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.
Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings
posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.
Subscribe to the
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Libraries

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday
Noon-6 pm
Tuesday
Noon-6 pm
Wednesday
Noon-6 pm
Thursday
Noon-6 pm
Friday
Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Support groups

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays,
and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, First
Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely
WOMEN’S AA - Noon
Mondays, St. Anthony
Church basement, Ely
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who encounter alcoholism in a
relative or friend.

BABBITT AL-ANON
- Thursdays, 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays, St.
Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION
GED - Study materials
and pre-test available.
Tower by appointment.
Call 365-3359, 827-3232,
or 1-800-662-5711.
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ELY LOCAL NEWS
Tuesday Group
schedule

ELY - The upcoming Tuesday Group
schedule is listed below.
All talks are at 12 noon
on Tuesday at the Grand
Ely Lodge.
Oct. 15 - Tom
Hanson and Rolf Willy
Hansen, foreign policy
Oct. 22 – To be
announced

Play Smear

ELY - Smear tournaments are held the
first and third Mondays
at the Ely Senior Center,
27 S 1st Ave E, starting
at 6 p.m.

Ely Free Clinic

ELY - The Ely
Community Health
Center is open every
Thursday evening from
5:30-7 p.m. in the AFU
Building, 111 S 4th
Ave. E.
For more information, call 218-3655678, or visit their
website, www.elycommunityhealth.org.

Breathing Out
by Cecilia Rolando

© 2019

agressive birds group
like something is awaite
a harsh wind blowing

TUESDAY GROUP

Meet more new Ely residents
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – Rather than
all retirees moving to Ely,
some new residents here
are still working and are
making this area their new
home. All proclaimed that
previous visits here, and
their love of the outdoors,
prompted them to eventually settle here.
They recently intro- Louise Stewart
duced themselves at the
weekly Tuesday Group
gathering, held at the
Grand Ely Lodge.
Adam and Jenni
Jensen are the new owners
of the former Smitty’s on
Snowbank. Adam spent the
last 26 years in the United
States Army National
Guard. The couple is originally from central Illinois.
“I did my first canoe trip
when I was 14 years old,
Tim Loney
and literally remember
the first time I put a canoe the experience that Adam
in the water and being had when he first came
amazed at the beauty up up here.”
here,” he said. “It took 30
Louise Stewart is a
years, but here we are.”
graduate of Fridley College
Jenni has been a reg- near the Twin Cities and
istered nurse for the last became familiar with the
17 years and works as the area during her travels
RN Care Manger at the Ely and work for Memorial
VA Clinic. The couple has Blood Center. She met her
two adult daughters and a fiancé, Matthew Schmitt,
granddaughter.
at the Boathouse Brew
In the last year, the Pub during an Ely Winter
couple completed their Festival weekend. They
purchase of the Snowbank have an 18-month-old
Lodge and are putting daughter. Louise works
themselves completely into for the new State Farm
the business. “It’s in the Agent, Lindsey Keen,
middle of nowhere, which and Matthew has his own
is perfect,” Adam said.
contracting business.
Ely is much to their
“We live in town, and
liking. “We’ve had a very hope to someday have a
good year here,” Jenni house on a lake,” she said.
said. “But the reality is,
Tim Loney is origiwe’re just not out fishing nally from West St. Paul,
everyday. Instead, we and now teaches sociology
want to give other people and criminal justice at

the TIMBERJAY

Jack and Debbie Cook

Jenni and Adam Jensen

Vermilion Community
College. “In the year that
I have been here, I fell in
love with the Boundary
Waters and the people I
have met up here,” he said.
He has become
involved in the Ely community, participating in the
snow-sculpting event at
the Winter Festival and the
production of “Cabaret”
last year. He is set to help
with coaching for the VCC
men’s basketball program.

Jack and Debbie Cook
retired to Ely following a
combined 70-plus years of
working for an office furniture company in western
Michigan.
He recalled a weeklong trip to Farm Lake and t
into the BWCAW. “We’ve
been coming up here ever
since,” he said.
“We always toyed
with the idea of living in
Ely,” she added. “It all
worked out perfectly.”

YOUTH SPORTS
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Ely Flag Football scrimmage scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 16
The Ely Youth Flag Football program was conducted this fall for K-6 grade school students under
the direction of Ely Memorial High School head football coach Cory Lassi and varsity players.
The program will conclude on Wednesday, Oct. 16, with a scrimmage during halftime of the
Timberwolves varsity home football game against Lake of the Woods at Memorial Stadium. The
varsity game begins at 6 p.m. and all flag football participants should be at the field by 6:40 p.m.
The players should meet by the gate to get on to the field on the west end. Since the coaching
staff will be with the varsity, volunteers will help get the players broken up into teams and help
get their flags on. Contact Coach Lassi at classi@ely.k12.mn.us if you are willing to help.
photos by K. Vandervort

Subscribe to the Timberjay 218-753-2950
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SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT

Miss Ely, Little Miss Ely crowned
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - The Miss
Ely Scholarship and
Community Program
held its fifth competition last Friday night in
Washington Auditorium,
with Kalyssa Eilrich
taking home the Miss Ely
Crown and Lindi Zemke
crowned Little Miss Ely
for 2019.
The mission of the
program is to foster confidence and help develop
community-minded individuals. Proceeds go
directly to the scholarship fund. Since its
resurrection, the program
has increased its focus on
community service and
continuing education.
Each participant
received a $500 scholarship allocated to continuing education. The winner
received up to a $2,000
scholarship. To date, the
program has awarded
$7,000 in scholarships.
The contestants and
their sponsors included:
Eilrich - Wildwoods Land
Company; Sydni Richards
- Ely Northland Market;
and Madelyne Roderick The Pebble Spa.
Little Miss Ely contestants, and their sponsors
included: Zemke, Heavy
Metal Sports; Lauren
Anderson - Ely DQ Grill &
Chill; Jorden Borchert - Ely
Fire Relief Association;
and Kayla Larsen - Tara
Kay Photography.
The
coronation program included
Community Awareness
presentations by each Miss
Ely contestant. Eilrich
talked about “Bullying.”
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News In Brief

Ely school choir concert is Monday

ELY – The Ely Memorial High School Choir Fall
Concert will be held on Monday Oct. 14, beginning
at 7 p.m. in the Washington Auditorium, under the
direction of Michael Rouse.
The event was rescheduled from the end of the
month.

Christmas singers wanted

ELY – Singers are wanted for the Ely Area
Christmas Choir Cantata. Rehearsals are on
Wednesdays, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Grace Lutheran
Church 301 E. Conan St. Child care will be provided.
The performance date is at 2 p.m. on Sunday,
Dec 8 at Washington Auditorium, 600 E. Harvey St.
For more information, call Patti at 218-929-3214,
or Donna at 218-365-6320.

Happy Days to host Halloween party

ELY - Happy Days Preschool is hosting a
Halloween Costume Contest on Friday, Nov. 1 at the
Grand Ely Lodge. The fundraising event, for children
Pre-K through fifth grade, will be held from 5-8 p.m.
Happy Days, a private, self-funded preschool for
children three to five years of age, and is celebrating
it’s 50th anniversary in December.
“Part of the success of the preschool depends on the
contributions from local businesses and sponsors who
generously donate various educational items and monetary donations,” said board member Zoe Lampman.
Costume contest judging will begin at 7p.m. During
the contest, there will be door prizes with carnival-style
games, such as “Witch-Hat Ring Toss,” Feed the Ghost,”
“Monster Grab,” “Pick-a-Duck,” and more.
Crafting activities will also be available to include;
rock painting, pumpkin decorating, and make a monster.
The best deal for game participation will be $5 for 10
tickets.
All proceeds will benefit Happy Days Preschool,
which strives to provide quality and hands-on education
for its students. “Come on out and enjoy this fun family
event,” Lampman said.
Kalyssa Eilrich was crowned Miss Ely 2019, and Lindi Zemke was
crowned Little Miss Ely 2019 Saturday night at Washington Auditorium.
photo by K. Vandervort

Richards focused on
“Women in Sports,” and
Roderick discussed “The
Effects of Social Media.”
The program also
included two dance
numbers, “Waves,” presented by Bella Davis,
and “Smile,” presented
by Senja Kess and Rylee
Larsen.

The event was hosted
by Studio North Dance and
Fitness Center. “This event
is a wonderful opportunity
for our youth,” said organizer Nicole Boitz. “It
builds confidence, self-esteem, community pride
,and awareness on many
levels. It is a wonderful
tradition to carry forward.

We thank the community
for your ongoing support.”
The Miss Ely scholarship program is active
in Ely’s Relay for Life.
To date, the program has
donated $4,500 to the
American Cancer Society.

The 2019 Miss Ely and Little Miss Ely contestants included, from left, Kalyssa Eilrich, Lauren
Anderson, Lindi Zemke, Madelyne Roderick, Kayla Larsen, Jorden Borchert, and Sydni Richards.

Yesterday’s news,
this week
from the archives of

THE ELY MINER

Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

October 10, 1919

State officials here

In connection with the establishment of a
state-owned paper mill and location of sites in
the north woods for a colony of epileptics and
feeble-minded, committees sent out by the state
were here Saturday and looked over the water
power proposition at the Kawishiwi Falls and
Birch Lake Dam.
The party was under the pilotage of State
Auditor Preus and arrived here Friday evening
by automobiles from Cook and Orr.
In addition to State Auditor Preus, O.H. Dierke,
E.V. Willard, C.J. Swendson, A. MacMillan, F.A.
Wildes and C.M. Atkinson composed the party.
They were met by a committee of citizens and
after dinner at the Exchange Hotel were taken to
the Community Center where an informal meeting
was held. Several talks were held by those present.
B.J. Schreck of the Superior Forest gave an estimate
of the pulp wood directly available in the area.
On Saturday, many traveled by automobile
to the falls and Birch Lake dam. The trips were
enjoyed by all. The Kawishiwi Falls and the
Pipestone are two of the most advisable sites for
power purposes in the state and should have been
developed long ago. The prospects are that power
will be utilized shortly whether the state goes into
the paper business here or not. We have the place
and material to maintain just such an institution
and here is the logical place for it.

submitted photo

OUR COMMUNITY

Story Portage receives funding for Little Free Libraries
ELY –Story Portage, a local
non-profit organization, recently
received funding from Essentia
Health Foundation to support a
collaborative project with Ely
Memorial High School to create
Little Free Libraries.
According to Jeanette Cox,
eight libraries will be auctioned
off during the spring art show/
band concert. Two libraries
will be donated to the Ely Area
Food Shelf and Ely Community
Resource. Story Portage also
received funds from Lake Country
Power’s Operation Round-Up to
support the project.
Students in the school’s
Woodworking I and II courses
will design and build ten Little
Free Libraries. Students enrolled
in Heather Cavalier’s Creative
Writing course will create nature
haikus and poems that will be

Story Portage Secretary/
Treasurer Rita Koch, left,
presents a $400 check to Ely
Memorial High School English
Teacher Heather Cavalier to
help support school visits by
area writers. submitted photo

interpreted by Kelly Chick’s art
students and incorporated into the
exteriors of the libraries.
The two libraries that will be
donated will be “tricycle height”
so that children can select books.

Additional libraries will be built,
painted and auctioned off to raise
funds to sustain the project, as well
as be used for other student-driven,
creative community programs.
Story Portage was founded in
April, 2017 and currently supports
student-driven and school-initiated
literacy and literary projects, including partnerships and collaborations
between EHS, Northeast Range and
Vermilion Community College.
Celebrating its twentieth grant,
Story Portage’s volunteer board
has spent each grant dollar locally,
supporting area businesses.
For more information on Story
Portage, visit storyportage.org or
storyportage.com. Tax deductible
donations can be sent to Story
Portage, P.O. Box 286, Ely, MN
55731.

Ely
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October 14, 2019 ~ 7 p.m.
Washington Auditorium
Ely, Minnesota
Director of Choral Music ~ Mr. Michael Rouse
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COOK/ORR LOCAL NEWS

NORTHWOODS FRIENDS OF THE ARTS

“Felt Here” workshop tells a story of connection and sharing

by E. M. SCHULTZ

Staff Writer

COOK – The Northwoods
Friends of the Arts, or NWFA,
hosted “Felt Here,” a popup storytelling workshop on
Wednesday, Oct. 2. The workshop, led by Shanai Matteson
of Palisade, was an informal
gathering of artists and lovers
of the arts that focused on the
importance of art as a means
of storytelling. Matteson has
hosted many storytelling workshops throughout the region,
using local materials to create
beautiful works of art, while
drawing inspiration from the
stories workshop attendees
have shared with her.
She started the workshop
in Cook by asking what had
brought everyone there and
what interested them in the arts.
This led to casual conversa-

tions, mainly fueled by shared
stories and tips on how to use a
variety of materials in art, over
hands-on creation. Using the
materials Matteson provided,
those in attendance were free
to create pieces that reflected
who they were and what was
important to them.
The materials themselves
tell as much of a story as the
finished pieces made at these
workshops. Matteson had gathered items from family members, friends, and thrift shops
in order to transform them
into a sort of time capsule for
future generations. She hopes
to use the stories she’s heard
at these workshops to create
baby quilts, as well as a giant
landscape quilt. An exhibition
of Matteson’s work will be on
display at the Lyric Center for
the Arts in Virginia next June.

Top right: Shanai Matteson led a workship on felting and storytelling at Northwoods
Friends of the Arts Gallery last week. Right: (from left) Cindy Jones, Shanai Matteson,
and Alberta Whitenack. photos by E.M. Schultz

A Night to Remember
COOK - The annual Susan Martin
Memorial Member Show at the Northwoods Friends of the Arts Gallery kicked
off on Friday, Oct. 4 with a marvelous
two-hour reception. Those in attendance
were treated to a smorgasbord of tasty
foods and flowing glasses of wine, while
enjoying the abundance of member-submitted art pieces.
There was something for everyone to
admire, from oil paintings to fiber arts to
photography. The star of the show, however, was a life-size moose made from
chicken wire. Kurt Conaway, the artist,
explained the process to onlookers. “It

Ribbon cutting
planned in Cook
for St. Louis County
Government Services
Center and David M.
Skelton Transportation
Building

COOK- After 16 months
of construction, the St. Louis
County Government Services
Center-Cook is complete. A
ribbon cutting will be held
Tuesday, Oct. 15, at 1:15 p.m.,
at the facility at 9558 Ashawa
Road in Cook.
The new facility spans
a 60-acre site and includes a
large office building that will
house staff from several departments including Public Works,
Land and Minerals, the Assessor’s Office, and Public Health
and Human Services. The

complex also includes the David M. Skelton Transportation
Building - an 82,000-squarefoot heated building for vehicle
storage and mechanic space
- plus two 16,500-square-foot
structures - one for cold storage
and the other for salt and sand
storage.
Total investment in the facility is $24 million, including
land acquisition and engineering costs.
This new facility provides
a centralized base for public
works crews serving a more
than 2,000-square-mile area
of the county including Cook,
Linden Grove and surrounding
areas from Side Lake to Kabetogama to a portion of the Echo
Trail. Approximately 567 miles
of county roads, as well as various contracted roads and driveways, will be maintained from

this new facility. The County
Board voted to name the Public Works portion of the facility
in honor of Dave Skelton, who
worked for St. Louis County
for 33 years in roles ranging
from Bridge Worker to Deputy
Public Works Director.
With the new facility now
open, the long-serving Public Works site in Cook will be
closed and offered for sale.
Meanwhile, another garage in
Linden Grove will be converted into a depot for salt and sand
storage.

NWFA Winter Writers
Group to meet
Saturday, Oct. 12

COOK - Are you interested in writing? The Northwoods
Friends of the Arts Winter
Writers Group begins on Satur-

takes hundreds of hours of work,” he
said, adding to the impressiveness of the
piece.
The Susan Martin Memorial Member Show was previously known as the
October Festival of the Arts until last year
when Susan Martin, a founding member
of NWFA, unexpectedly passed away.
This year, the board voted to permanently change the name in her memory. New
works of art from members of NWFA are
on display now through Oct. 26.
Photo by R. Schultz

day, Oct. 12 in Cook from 1-3
p.m. at the NWFA Gallery on
the main street of Cook, 210 S
River St.
The writers group is open
to anyone, not just NWFA
members, who enjoys writing
and spending time with others
who share an interest and passion for putting words together
to tell a story. Those who attend
will have an opportunity to
share personal writings, as well
as a chance to write together on
an assigned topic. The group
meets on the second Saturday
of each month, except in November, when it will meet on
Saturday, Nov. 16.
The gallery is open on
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and
Fridays from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. –
1 p.m. For more information,
check our Facebook page or

our website, www.nwfamn.org,
or send an email to nwfamn.
org@gmail.com.

the Timberjay office in Tower.
For more information, call Jodi
Summit at 218-753-2950.

“There will be hundreds of
items auctioned off,” she said,
“Antiques, collectibles, and
fine junk, including some box
lots.”
Meloche is hoping that live
auction action will attract both
buyers and also those just interested in watching. Buyers will
register and receive their auction number prior to the auction
start.
“This is something that has
been missing on the Range,”
she said. “If it goes well, we
will look at doing consignment
auctions.”
Meloche said they will be
posting updates on items to be
offered at the auction on the
Ubetcha Antiques facebook
page.

Piatigorsky Foundation
presents pianist

BIGFORK - The Piatigorsky Foundation is bringing
tenor Kelly Burns and piano
accompanist Nicholas Shaneyfelt to the Edge Center for the
Arts in Bigfork on Friday, Oct.
25 at 7 p.m. Tickets for the
event are $10 for adults and $5
for children.
The performance is part
of the foundation’s program
to bring world class music to
smaller communities throughout America.
The pianists will also be
performing in Cook on Sunday,
Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church.

COMMUNITY NEWS
American Legion
Cook Public Library
membership now open expands Tuesday
to all who have served hours
COOK- Starting Oct.
in the military
ORR- The Legion Act, recently passed by Congress, has
opened up American Legion
membership to an additional
4.2 million military veterans.
Previously, only veterans
who had served during a combat era were eligible for membership. This also applies to
those who have served in the
National Guard. Now, any veteran who served on active duty,
and was honorably discharged,
is eligible to join.
Robert Galaz, of the Orr
Legion Post 480, said they welcome all area veterans to consider joining.

1,
the Cook Public Library will be
open on Tuesday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
Additional
hours
are
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., Thursday from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m., and Friday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
The Cook Public Library
offers public computers, printer, copy and fax machines, and
Wi-Fi. Books, audio books, and
DVDs are available for check
out with a library card. The
library hosts programs and
special events throughout the
year including summer reading, winter reading, Fiber Arts
month and Legacy events. The

Friends of the Cook Public Library plan and organize fundraisers including the annual
book sale and holiday basket
raffle. Come check us out!

Vendors needed for
Tower Holiday Craft
Show set for Saturday,
Dec. 7

TOWER- The Tower Holiday Craft Show will be held
on Saturday, Dec. 7 from 9
a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Tower Civic Center. Tables are $20 each
(limit two 8-ft. tables per vendor) and must be reserved and
paid for in advance. Checks can
be made out to Friends of VCS
and mailed to Vermilion Country School, PO Box 629, Tower,
MN 55790 or can be dropped
off at the charter school or at

Sellers Auction set for
Saturday, Oct. 26 in
Tower

TOWER- Sellers Auction,
of Superior, Wis., will be holding a live auction at the Tower Civic Center on Saturday,
Oct. 26 starting at 11 a.m. The
auction is being sponsored by
UBetcha Antiques and Uniques
of Tower, and the event will
feature handpicked items from
the dealers and vendors who
work with the shop.
Items will be available to view Friday evening,
said Ubetcha owner Victoria
Meloche, and then again prior
to the auction start on Saturday.

COOK/ORR LOCAL NEWS
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NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

Meet the new science teacher, Mr. Anderson

JOHN

VUKMANICH
This week I would
like to introduce another
one of our new teachers,
Mr. Nathan Anderson.
We already have one Mr.
Anderson teaching science, and now we have
two! The “new” Mr. Anderson is actually beginning his career with us at
North Woods. Although
I have been in the profession since 1997, I still
remember distinctly my
first interview, job offer,
and contract. It is an exciting time as a young
person, right out of college, ready to take on
the world. I also remember that my first salary
was $23,450! It was my
first “real” job, and even
though I was in debt up
to my eyeballs with loans
for school, it was the most
money I had ever seen.

Where are you originally from, and where did
you go to high school and
college?
I am originally from
Winsted, Minn., west of
St. Cloud. I went to a
small private high school,
Holy Trinity, and went to
college at Bemidji State
University.
Were there teachers
who were an influence on
you? Please name a few
if you can.
Miss Fasching was
my high school science
teacher. Dr. Mark Fulton
and Dr. Mike Urban were
both college professors
that I learned a ton from.
What characteristics
did these teachers have
that were important to
you?
They were consistent. They treated you
individually; you weren’t
a number. They were approachable and easy to
talk to.
What do you teach at
North Woods?
Physics, Life Science
7, STEM, and Conceptual Physics.
Why did you choose
teaching as a profession?

I always enjoyed science and did well in it. I
did not have any interest
in going farther (past a
Bachelor’s degree) in science, and felt that teaching would be a good fit.
What are your hobbies?
I enjoy hiking, rock
climbing, scuba diving,
sailing (I own a small
sailboat), fishing, and I
enjoy sports as well.

What is something
you like about North
Woods?
I like the location. I
love northern Minnesota, and couldn’t imagine
living anywhere else.
The staff also. They are
super-friendly and have
been very welcoming.
What is a professional goal for you?
A goal is to get better
at all the material that I

teach. Being new, I realize that I am learning every day. I also teach multiple classes, and each is a
little different in terms of
content.
What is something
you love about northern
Minnesota?
I have been coming
up here for years, and I
think the best thing is the
location and the outdoor
options that it offers. If I

and wannabe writers will
enjoy this group, whichmeets once a month on
the second Saturday.
Jazz at NWFA Gallery with Bill Conger,
Monday, Oct. 28 from 7
- 9 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 27,
Piatigorsky Foundation
world class music concert
in Cook at the First Baptist Church at 7 p.m. On
Monday, Oct. 28, there
will be an afternoon concert for the children and
parents only, at North
Woods School.

local high school graduates further their education. Without the news
there will not be funds
for the scholarships in
the future. Think about
it and volunteer to write
once in a while. Call
the old Dames at 218757-3233. Have a little
news? E-mail it to info@
thelakecountry.com
or
fax 218-757-3533.
The Dames hope to
hear from you.

the Arts Gallery in Cook
to enjoy working on their
art from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
All artists and would-be
artists are welcome to
share the time and space
on Saturdays.

want to go hiking or fishing after work, I can, yet
we are only a little ways
from Duluth.
What is a piece of
advice you’d give your
students?
Work hard, put in effort. Don’t take what you
are learning for granted.
Do you have a favorite saying or expression?
Live life in the moment and enjoy what you
have.
What do you hope
your students remember
you for?
I hope they remember that I was fair, consistent, and treated them
with respect.
Thanks Mr. Anderson for joining our team
at North Woods School.
With a love of the outdoors, you have come to
the right place!
Left: Mr. Anderson,
pictured with some of
his students during
science class.

Cook-Orr Calendar
October is Fiber
Arts Month at
the Cook Public
Library

COOK- We’ve expanded Quilt Month to
include all Fiber Arts!
Come to the library
all month long to see local fiber arts pieces, including quilting, knitting,
crocheting, embroidery,
weaving, spinning, and
felting. Fiber-art themed
books for all ages will be
available for check out.
Each check out earns a
chance to win one of several prizes. The Friends
of the Cook Public Library are sponsoring a
ticket raffle for a chance
to win a beautifully
hand-embroidered wool
wall hanging, donated by
a local artist.
A special event in
October is the Fiber Arts
Tea on Tuesday, Oct. 29
at 5 p.m.

New Cook Thrift
Shop donation
hours

COOK- Due to continued theft, vandalism
of the donation bin, and
donations that are unacceptable and need to be

HOURS: 9-4:30 Mon.-Fri.

Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified
23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

EYE EXAMS • 218-666-2879
Call for Appointment

Dr. Jensen, Optometrist
Dr. Bechthold, Optometrist

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

disposed of (at our cost),
the Thrift Shop Auxiliary board recently made
the decision to only accept donations when
workers are on site. Donation hours are now on
Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays and
the second and fourth
Saturday of the month
from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Other than these times,
the donation bin will be
locked. Thrift Shop volunteers understand that
this change in policy will
be a great inconvenience
to many, but even after
posting signs and sending
out public requests, issues
have continued, and we
see no other course of action. Thank you for your
continued patronage, and
we appreciate the support
of our many shoppers and
donors.

Calendar of Art
Events in Cook

COOK- The Susan
Martin Memorial Member Showruns through
Saturday, Oct. 26. The
members of NWFA are
the “stars of the show”.
Winter
Writers
Group: Begin the season on Saturday, Oct. 12,
from 1 - 3 p.m. All writers

Flu Clinics
Oct 21st
Nov 1st
7:30 – 4:30

Crane Lake News
seeking some new
friends to help
writing the weekly
column

CRANE
LAKEWelcome to the month
of October. The Dames
have been very busy this
summer. Let us hope that
they will have some time
to do “News”.
Are there any friends
of the Crane Lake News
who would be willing
to help out writing the
news? Please remember the funds collected
in writing the news go
into the scholarship fund
which has helped many

Cook Medical
20 Fifth St. SE
218-666-5941

High-Dose Shot Available!
No Appointment Necessary

Bring your Insurance Card, Photo ID,
and Please Wear a Short-Sleeved Shirt

Bookmobile Schedule
Thursdays: Oct. 10, 31; Nov. 21; Dec. 12
Nett Lake Community Center
Crane Lake Ranger Station
Orr Lake Country ReMax Bldg
Kabetogama Town Hall

9:30 - 1-:15
11:15 - 12:00
1:45 - 2:30
3:15 - 3:45

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Woodcarving
group meets
Thursdays

COOK- The NWFA
woodcarving group will
meet on Thursdays at
the gallery from 6 to 8
p.m. Dates are Oct. 10,
24; Nov. 7, 21; Dec. 5,
12, and 19. The curious
and carving beginners
of all ages are encouraged to attend and share
this learning experience
together. Call Howard
Hilshorst for more information at 218-741-7941.

Open Studio Art at
NWFA Gallery on
Saturdays

COOK- On Saturdays, artists meet at
Northwoods Friends of

A
Tradition
of Trust
•
•
•
•
•

Traditional Funerals
Graveside Services
Cremation
Pre-Need Planning
Monuments by
Warren Mlaker

Mlaker

FUNERAL
HOME

www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298

Cell-218.240.5395
Cook, MN

24 Hours A Day

NWFA Meeting on
Tuesday, Oct. 15

COOK- Northwoods
Friends of the Arts will
hold its regular meeting at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 15 in Cook at
the NWFA Gallery. The
public is invited to these
meetings.

Discussion
will
center on cool and creative art ideas for the
winter and NWFA’s tenth
anniversary in 2020 to
inspire, nurture and celebrate the arts.
The gallery exhibit for October is “The
Susan Martin Memorial Member Show” and
hours are 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wednesday,
Thursday,
and Friday, and 9 a.m. - 1
p.m. Saturdays. See the
website at nwfamn.org or
email NWFA at nwfamn.
org@gmail.com.
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DFL Issues Forum at Vermilion
Community College, Saturday, Oct. 12

ELY- On Saturday afternoon, Oct. 12, at
Vermilion Community College, a free program,
“Democratic Values in Action: Northern Minnesota
Issues Forum,” will address concerns that are of the
highest importance to most Americans today. The
public will have an opportunity to hear outstanding speakers on the following topics: Economic
Inequality, Kris Hallberg, Ph.D., World Bank
Economist; Healthcare, Rose Roach, Executive
Director, MN Nurses Association; and Climate
Change, Barbara Jones, Ph.D., Physicist. Ken
Martin, MN State Chair of the Democratic FarmerLabor (DFL) Party, will lead off the afternoon discussing DFL values and the policy issues that are
generated by those values.
The Forum begins at 12:30 p.m. with coffee an’
plus an opportunity to visit with the speakers before
the formal presentations, which begin at 1 p.m. All
are welcome and encouraged to attend. Bring your
questions, your curiosity, and an open mind.
The forum is sponsored by North of the Divide
Democratic Farmer-Labor Party. For more information, contact Valerie Myntti at 218-365-5500 or
vmyntti@frontiernet.net or Mary Louise Icenhour at
218-365-3204 or icenhour22@yahoo.com.

Former Foreign Service Officer
Thomas Hanson and Norwegian
Ambassador Rolf Hansen to speak in
Tower and Ely, Oct. 14 and 15

REGIONAL- The public is invited to hear
former career Foreign Service Officer Thomas R.
Hanson’s ever-popular analysis of the top foreign
policy challenges facing the U.S., and Norwegian
Ambassador Rolf W. Hansen’s thoughts on global
challenges of the Middle East during talks on
Monday, Oct. 14 in Tower, and on Tuesday, Oct. 15
in Ely.
This event is a rare opportunity for residents of
the Iron Range to hear directly from highly-experienced and knowledgeable individuals on important
topics of our time. Presentations will be held at the
Tower Civic Center on Monday, Oct. 14 from 6-8
p.m. and at the Grand Ely Lodge on Tuesday, Oct.
15 at 12 p.m. A reception will follow the Tower
Civic Center presentation.
Tom Hanson will introduce the challenges
facing the U.S., stemming from the continued
ambiguous U.S. policy toward the Middle East
and North Africa, while Rolf Hansen will give a
firsthand analysis of global challenges in the troubled Middle East from his recent experience as a
Norwegian diplomat in the region.
Rolf Hansen graduated from the University of
Oslo as Master of Arts in 1974 (Political Science,
English and Modern History). He joined the
Norwegian Diplomatic Service in 1975 and has
served at embassies in Dar es Salaam and Paris
as Second and First Secretary. Mr. Hansen served
as Ambassador in Riyadh from 2014-17 and just
recently retired as Senior Adviser for Afghanistan
affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Oslo.
The visit and talks are being sponsored by
Tower Vision 2025 and by Orlyn and Marit
Kringstad of Tower.

“Animals of Our Lives” at Mesabi
Unitarian on Sunday

VIRGINIA - Steve Johnson will lead a discussion about “Animals of Our Lives” at Mesabi
Unitarian Universalist Church on Sunday, Oct. 13
at 10:30 a.m. The discussion will center around the
idea that we are but one animal in the grand ecology
that we call Earth. We will take some time to visit
about animals and the roles they play in our lives food, companions, nuisances, family. While actual
pets are not invited, photos of them are welcome.

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Cook Medical

20 5th St SE
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

GREENWOOD

Greenwood Rec Board hosts free community pizza night on Oct. 12
GREENWOOD TWP- The
Greenwood Community Recreation
Board has worked for several years
to provide area residents and visitors
a place to meet, play and enjoy. The
pavilion provides a great place for
family and friends; the playground
is where children use up some of that
never-ending energy; and the bocce
courts/bean bag games/horseshoe pit
are there for all ages.

evening of complimentary Poor
Gary’s pizza and fun. We will have
tickets available for one raffle basket
full of items we have purchased from
many of the local businesses that
have been so generous in supporting
the recreation area. Just a small way
of giving a little back to say THANK
YOU. See you there!

CELEBRATION

Fortune Bay celebrating 33rd anniversary

TOWER—While there are
many great activities planned as part
of Fortune Bay’s 33rd Anniversary
this October, perhaps the best one is
the Guest Appreciation event.
This staple is one that guests
look forward to every year as it
allows Fortune Bay team members
to personally thank everyone for
another year together.
“This is our chance to say,
‘Thank you,’—thank you for 33 great
years,” said Director of Marketing
Ryan McKeon. “We love seeing
everyone who comes through the
doors throughout the year and spending some time with them. It’s an event
we all look forward to.”
This year’s Guest Appreciation
takes place Thursday, Oct. 24,
from 5 - 8 p.m. in The Woodlands
Ballroom. There will be free food
served, including sloppy joes, chips,
salads, and desserts, along with
non-alcoholic beverages. Although
the event is free, guests must be an
active Wild Edge member to take
part in all of the festivities.
Those festivities include 10 free
Pull Tabs where players can win up
to $200 on each tab.
“This is our chance to create
that truly memorable experience for
our guests and ensure their loyalty
for years to come,” said McKeon.
“Guests can also swipe their player’s
card at our promotional kiosks from 3
p.m. to 9 p.m. to win up to 33X points
in honor of our 33rd Anniversary.”
The resort is also putting out
some great specials throughout the
month, including a $59 room rate
from Oct. 20 - 31. There is also a
Sunday through Thursday special
where guests get a standard room for
$70, $80 for premium and $90 for a
suite, plus state and lodging taxes.
Guests would also get a BOGO drink
and a BOGO breakfast as part of
this weekday special. Both specials
exclude executive suites and are
based on availability.
“We’re always looking for
ways to reward our loyal customers
who visit us throughout the year,”

Executive Sous Chef Luke Whitney serving guests during the
2018 appreciation event. submitted photo

said Director of Hospitality Garrett
Lamppa. “This is a fantastic deal,
and I hope our guests take advantage of it.”
For those looking for a night out,
Fortune Bay is once again bringing
back Travis LeDoyt’s “Tribute to the
King,” concert in The Woodlands
Ballroom on Friday, Oct. 18. Come
listen to one of the best Elvis impersonators belt out all of the King’s
favorites. Ticket prices are $20
for general admission and $25 for
reserved seating.
Anniversary month ends
with arguably the region’s largest
Halloween Bash on Thursday, Oct.
31, in The Woodlands Ballroom.
This year’s show features the
musical talents of Rhino, who cover
all of the favorites from the ̔80s to

today. This is a free show that begins
at 8 p.m. and ends at midnight.
“While Rhino brings in an
excellent crowd, the biggest draw
is our $5,000 costume contest,” said
McKeon. “We’ve seen some pretty
unique costumes over the years and
can’t wait to see what this year’s
event brings.”
Please go to fortunebay.com
to see what else is in store for their
33rd Anniversary.
“We enjoy this time of year,”
said McKeon. “We never take our
guests for granted. We try to get
better every day so that our guests
keep coming and choose us as their
gaming/entertainment choice.”

Celebrate the new Bookmobile and shop the Book Sale, Friday, Oct. 11
MT IRON- The Arrowhead
Library System invites you to attend
their Bookmobile Celebration and
Book Sale on Friday, Oct. 11, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event will be
held, rain or shine, at the Arrowhead
Library System Headquarters garage,
located at 5528 Emerald Ave. in Mt.
Iron.
Stop by to take a tour of the new
ALS Bookmobile, which first hit the

Cook Dental

12 S River Street
Open Monday - Friday

(218) 666-5958

Tower Medical and Dental

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

We now want to thank everyone for helping us to create this
recreation area. Please join us on
Saturday, Oct. 12 from 5-8 p.m. at
the Vermilion Club where we will
provide the pizza. We will celebrate
the accomplishments, review what
we have done in 2019, and chat on
our thoughts and your suggestions
for the future.
Mark your calendars for an

Medical: (218) 753-2405
Dental: (218) 753-6061

Chronic Disease Management • Acute Care • Women’s Health
Immunizations • Well Child Care • Sports Physicals • Behavioral Health
Crowns • Dentures • Fillings • Checkups • Cleanings

Quality and Compassion
For Every Patient
For Life
1-877-541-2817
www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

24 Hour Emergency Care
Available Through
Cook Hospital

road in the beginning of June 2019.
ALS has been providing Bookmobile
service to northeastern Minnesota
residents for over fifty years. The
Bookmobile carries a collection of
books, DVDs, books-on-CD, music
CDs, and video games.
The book sale will have an
assortment of materials that have
been withdrawn from the ALS
Bookmobile and Mail-A-Book

October 1st - October 31st
Our mission is to help 120 local
kids ranging anywhere from
0 – 17 years of age.
Infant to adult sizes are needed.
Socks may be dropped off at
any of our 3 branch locations:
Embarrass, Tower, or Aurora.

collections. With thousands of titles
to browse, you’re sure to find something that piques your interest. ALS
will be accepting free-will donations,
and all proceeds will go towards
funding for the Bookmobile and
Mail-A-Book collections.
To locate the nearest Bookmobile
stops, call 218-741-3840.

Embarrass Vermillion FCU
is looking for your help in
collecting new socks for the
kids on our 4th Annual Angel
Tree.
Each child will receive new
socks to go along with their
gifts at Christmas time.

Please drop off your donation before October 31st, as we
would love to have them ready to go for when the Angel
Trees go up November 1st.

Thank you in advance for your generosity!!!!
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CITY OF ELY

Ely council reaches tentative agreement for garbage service
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – On Tuesday,
city council members
here authorized the
city attorney to continue negotiations with
legal counsel for G-Men
Environmental Services
for a sanitation pickup
service agreement with
the city of Ely.
The progress in the
contract discussion was
reported by attorney
Kelly Klun during a
brief special meeting this
week. The council had
directed her earlier this
month to seek a six-month
extension to the exclusive

residents would continue to be allowed to take
their own garbage to the
Northwoods Transfer
Station on Hwy. 21. That
provision remains in any
new agreement. “I want
to make sure that my
handyman can still take
my garbage to the dump,”
she said.
Campbell continued
to query the city attorney
and was reprimanded by
Mayor Chuck Novak.
“You need to go through
the chair. This isn’t just
a little debate that goes
between you and the attorney. We’ve talked about
this before,” he said.
The motion was

passed by unanimous vote
of the members present.
Klun will continue negotiating specific contract
language with G-Men
and expects to present
a formal contract for
approval by the council
at their next meeting on
Tuesday, Oct. 15.
Council members
also agreed to a motion
to disband the Sanitation
Committee as it stands
and to direct the city attorney to draft an ordinance
in accordance with proper
county and state language
to form a new committee
that deals with the city’s
sanitation needs.

located near Willmar. In
a five-year period prior
to the study, the intersection had seen 17 crashes,
including ten with personal
injuries, including one
fatality. After redesigning
the intersection, drivers
experienced just two
crashes in the five years
following reconstruction,
with none involving personal injuries.
The results clearly
indicated that the changes
made at the site improved
traffic safety, and they
undoubtedly affected the
results of the study. Simply
removing this single
outlier from the results of
the study, and the instalThis diagram shows the new intersection at Hwy. 53 and Hwy. 1/ County lation of reduced conflict
Rd. 22 near Cook.
intersections would have
shown an increase in
But such statistics Cotton was not unusual. crashes from 38 prior to
The overall statistics
cited in the study suggest don’t necessarily predict Indeed, four of the eight their installation to 45 after
significant reductions in the outcome at every new- intersections studied saw installation.
While the number of
the severity of injuries as ly-installed reduced-con- increases in crashes, and
crashes
involving personal
a result of the intersection flict intersection, and the three of those actually saw
injury
would have still
redesign. The study exam- claimed safety benefits slight increases in right
shown
improvement,
the
ined the number and types are overwhelmingly due angle or T-bone crashes
numbers
would
have
been
of crashes at eight inter- to significant reductions and personal injuries folsections where a two-lane in crashes at just two busy lowing the redesign of far less dramatic without
road crossed a four-lane intersections, which had the intersection. A fifth the Willmar intersection.
expressway, both before accounted for the bulk of intersection saw no change A second redesigned interand after the installation the crashes in the study in either the number of section, near Cologne in
of a reduced-conflict inter- prior to the redesign of the crashes or injuries. That Carver County, accountsection. The total number two intersections. Most means that of the eight ed for virtually all of the
of crashes related to the of the remaining intersec- intersections studied, just remaining improvement in
intersection declined from tions either saw no statis- over 60 percent saw an personal injuries demon53 prior to installation tically-significant benefit, increase in crashes or saw strated in the study. In a
three-year period prior
of the new intersection, or saw crashes increase as no improvement.
S o h o w d i d t h e to installation of the new
to 45 post-construction. a result of the redesigned
MnDOT study’s overall intersection, the crossBut MnDOT officials intersection.
statistics show such dra- ing had seen 15 crashes,
The
redesign
of
the
say, more importantly,
the number of high-speed intersection of Hwy. 53 matic safety improve- including three fatalities
and six others with perside impact, or “T-bone,” and County Rd. 52 in ments?
Two intersections sonal injuries. Following
accidents that can occur at Cotton is an example. In
traditional intersections, a three-year period prior accounted for the vast redesign, the site experiare substantially reduced to the installation of a majority of the document- enced no fatalities and only
with the new design. Those reduced-conflict inter- ed gains in crash reduction two accidents with minor
side impacts are the most section there, drivers had and the rate of injuries, injuries. Overall crashes
common type of fatal or experienced three crashes none more so than one dropped only slightly,
severe-injury accident at the site, two of which
that occurs at such inter- had involved personal
injury and one of which
sections.
The study confirmed had involved only property
that these side impact damage. In the three years
crashes are significantly after installation of the new
reduced, at least in most intersection, drivers at the
cases. Overall, the study site experienced seven
concluded that right angle crashes. As before, two had
crashes are reduced by involved personal injury,
77 percent and that fatal with the remaining involvaccidents are reduced by ing damage to vehicles.
The experience
100 percent.

from 15 prior to redesign,
to 12 post-reconstruction,
yet all but two resulted only
in property damage.
The improved traffic
safety at those two locations overwhelmed the
combined results from
other intersections in the
study, even though most
sites saw more crashes or
no change as a result of the
intersection redesign.

license agreement, set to
expire on Nov. 1, to allow
council members more
time to agree on a path
forward.
Instead, she presented a tentative agreement
that included four-years of
residential and one-year
of commercial pickup
service. “Both contracts
would abide by the rates
previously agreed to by
both parties,” Klun said.
The new agreement
would include the following amendments:
 Change the starting
time for garbage pickup
to 6 a.m. from 6:30 a.m.
 Make commercial
pickup available Monday

through Saturday, excluding holidays. Saturday
commercial pickup would
include a $50 surcharge in
addition to the standard
commercial rate
 Any waste collection complaints could also
be reported to the city’s
Sanitation Committee.
 Removal of the
automatic renewal provision.
Council member Al
Forsman made a motion
to accept the language of
the contract and to direct
Klun to proceed with
negotiations to reach a
formal agreement with
G-Men. The motion
was supported by Ryan

Callen. Forsman asked for
clarification in defining
a residence, especially
in cases of multi-family
rental units.
Paul Kess said he
could agree to the new
contract, as long as negotiations continue in the
next year to allow for an
open commercial pickup
license agreement in the
city.
“It remains uncertain
as to what the city wants
to do in terms of commercial pickup here, and this
agreement gives us time
to explore our options,”
Forsman said.
Angela Campbell
questioned whether city

SAFETY...Continued from page 1
the highway to four-lane
in 2014.
The new design,
known as a “conflict-reduction intersection,” will
require drivers seeking to
cross or turn left onto Hwy.
53 to turn right onto the
expressway, then merge
left before making a U-turn
a hundred yards or so down
the road, then traveling
back to the intersection
across the highway from
their starting point, where
they will either continue
on their way down the
expressway or turn right
again to continue on their
way.
While traffic records
show an increase in crashes
at the intersection since the
expansion of the highway
to four lanes, the increase is
not dramatic. In a six-year
period, from 2009-2014,
the intersection saw 11
crashes, including seven
with injuries, one severe.
In the four-and-a-half
years since completion of
the four-lane, the intersection has seen 12 crashes,
including six with minor
injuries. MnDOT traffic
engineer Morrie Luke said
the new designs should
reduce crashes, particularly dangerous side impacts,
leading to fewer injuries
and deaths. The innovative design has been used
elsewhere in the country,
and with increasing frequency here in Minnesota.
MnDOT’s Olson said the
state now built close to 80
such intersections, mostly
where rural highways
cross high-speed expressways.
A recent study by
MnDOT suggests that
reduced-conflict intersections can improve traffic
safety at some rural fourlane intersections. Yet
that same study found
that crash rates actually
increased, in some cases,
significantly, at half of
the eight intersections that
MnDOT examined both
before and after installation of a conflict-reduction
intersection.

Low traffic count

Compared to most
other reduced conflict
intersections studied by
MnDOT, the traffic counts
at Sherman’s Corner are
extremely low, barely
one-fifth the level of traffic
at the Cotton intersection
studied by MnDOT. The
installation of the four-lane
has had little impact on
traffic counts along Hwy.
53, with about 3,800 cars
per day traveling on that
section of highway. About
550 cars per day enter the
intersection from Hwy. 1/
County Rd. 22, according
to MnDOT’s Luke.
While that might
raise questions about
the cost-benefit of the
improvements, Luke said
the low traffic count at
the crossing makes it
potentially more dangerous. “People tend to take
more risks when there’s
a lower count,” he said.
At the same time, he said,
local drivers can become
complacent because they
are used to seeing little
traffic and may not look
as carefully as they should.
The intersection was
built under contract with
KGM. Work wrapped up
on the project last week.

16th Annual

TSAA FALL AUCTION
Thursday, Nov. 7
The Wilderness at Fortune Bay

Classes Include:

Build your own personal
playbook for aging well, take
steps to improve your wellbeing, add stability to your
life, and strengthen ties to
your community.

▪ Navigating Longer Lives
▪ Sleep
▪ Falls Prevention
▪ Medication Management
▪ Healthy Relationships
▪ Community Engagement
▪ Advance Planning

Ely Hospital Community Conference Room
Class runs for 5 weeks ▪ No Cost

Call to register 218-365-8019

(seating is limited, tickets should be purchased in advance)

A Fun-Filled Evening
SOCIAL HOUR WITH GREAT FOOD • KARAOKE
FEATURING NEW GAMES AND PRIZES THIS YEAR
RAFFLES • PLINKO • GAMES • LIVE & SILENT AUCTION

Reserve your Ticket Today
Call Jodi at (218) 753-2950

or stop by the Timberjay office in Tower
or mail to TSAA Auction, PO Box 636, Tower, MN 55790

▪ Financial Fitness

Sponsored by the Tower-Soudan Athletic Association
& Friends of Vermilion Country School

▪ Exercise and You

Money raised goes toward Tower-Soudan Youth Baseball,
T-S Elementary & Youth Activities
Vermilion Country Charter School,
and other Youth Educational Opportunities

Class begins Tuesday, October 15th ▪ Healthy Eating & Hydration

10 - 11:30 Tuesdays & Thursdays

5 p.m. Social Hour • 6 p.m. Auction begins
Tickets $25 in advance or $30 at the door
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Mental Illness Awareness Week marked Oct. 6-12
by E. M. SCHULTZ
Staff Writer

REGIONAL - In
1990, Congress designated the first full week of
October as Mental Illness
Awareness Week, which
started on Oct. 6 this year

and ends on Saturday, Oct.
12. Mental illness plagues
millions of Americans
each year; yet, despite its
prevalence, there is still a
large stigma surrounding
mental health issues.
The National Alliance
on Mental Illness, or
NAMI, has spent the

past 40 years fighting
this stigma through their
campaign, WhyCare?.
Their goal is to educate
and support those who are
affected by mental illness
and to advocate for those
who need help to receive
it. They want everyone
to be aware that if you

are concerned about your
or a loved one’s mental
health, there is no shame
in seeking help.
NAMI is not the only
organization fighting the
stigma surrounding mental
illness; Mental Health
America, or MHA, has also
gotten involved. This year,

their theme for Mental
Illness Awareness Week
was 7 Days, 7 Ways. On
top of sharing information
about seven major mental
health issues, they shared
seven ways to start getting
involved in awareness and
advocacy.
MHA is also offer-

ing free screenings at
MHAscreening.org, which
they hope will help spark
important conversations
between those who are suffering from mental illness
and their loved ones.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Ely school officials focus on dangers of vaping, e-cigarettes
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY – The Minnesota
Department of Health says one
in four middle and high school
students have tried vaping, and
that number is expected to keep
rising. Vaping is the use of electronic cigarettes, or e-cigarettes.
Ely Memorial School officials this week hosted an informational session for parents and
students by the American Lung
Association that highlighted the
dangers and risks of using this
21st century replacement for
traditional cigarettes.
Taylour Blakeman, health
promotions specialist for the
Duluth ALA office, spoke to
about 20 people in the Memorial
School media center and delivered a somber warning: The
number of youth who start
vaping will continue to rise.
According to a Minnesota
student survey from 2016, as
many as one in three 11th grade
boys in St. Louis County are
using various forms of tobacco.
“Products like e-cigarettes,
e-hookahs and vape pens typically contain liquid forms
of nicotine and are currently
unregulated,” Blakeman said.
“No amount of nicotine is safe
for youth. It is highly addictive
and may harm adolescent brain
development. Damaging long-

Electronic cigarettes come in various shapes and colors. submitted photo

term effects may have implications for learning, memory,
attention, behavior problems and
future addiction.”
Memorial School Principal
Megan Anderson referred to
the issue as an “epidemic.” She
related an experience from just
last week when she brought
her kids to school and one of
them picked up a curious-looking device in the parking lot.
“It resembled a flash-drive or
memory stick used on a computer,” she said. “This is what we
are dealing with. This is a small
and pretty concealable item. This
is pretty scary.”
Blakeman said the highest
rates of e-cigarette smoking

occur in the northeast part of the
state. “In the northeast region
of our state, the current rate of
smoking is 18.8 percent, compared to the statewide average
of 14.4 percent,” she said. “In
St. Louis County, according to
the Minnesota Student Survey,
23 percent of eighth-graders
believe there is little or no risk
in smoking.”
Blakeman talked about the
varied forms of vaping devices
that are available and the difficulty in recognizing them by
parents and teachers. “They can
look like a pen or a computer
storage device. “They can have
pictures of pretty animals or
flowers and anyone could look

right past them as just another
school supply,” she said.
“The vapor or ‘smoke’ produced by e-cigarettes does not
smell like tobacco,” she said.
“Instead, manufacturers have
produced different flavors, like
maple pancakes, vanilla cupcakes, and candy flavors as a way
to entice more young smokers.”
There is no statewide vaping ban in Minnesota.
Instead, vaping is prohibited in
state and local government
buildings, facilities of state colleges and universities, facilities
licensed by Commissioner of
Human Services, and facilities
licensed by Commissioner of
Health.

As many as 21 municipalities here in Minnesota
have passed Tobacco 21 laws.
According to a Feb. 20, 2017,
article by Raymond Boyle
in MinnPost, “implementing
Tobacco 21 laws in Minnesota
would prevent 30,000 state kids
from becoming smokers over the
next 15 years.”
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz
wants to ban all flavored e-cigarettes in Minnesota, but in order
to make it happen, he needs the
legislature to act. “We can’t
play both sides on this and think
things through. Sour Patch Kids
flavor is aimed at children, so
quit pretending there is a free
enterprise component of this,”
Walz said recently.
He blasted big tobacco
companies for marketing e-cigs
directly to kids. “If I have a
message: Shame on them. This
is clearly meant to addict our
children,” Walz said.
He also wants a ban on
sales of all tobacco products
to anyone under 21. Six states
have implemented Tobacco 21
ordinances that ban the sale of
all tobacco products to anyone
under the age of 21.
A spokesperson for Senate
Majority Leader Paul Gazelka
said state Republicans have no
set position on the governor’s
proposals. The legislature is back
in session on Feb. 11, 2020.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Legislative meeting planned for Ely-area Joint Powers group
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY–TheCommunity
Economic Development
Joint Powers Board here
met last week to review
the list of invited guests
and develop the agenda
for a legislative meeting
scheduled for the first
Monday in December.
The year-end get-together allows local elected
officials from the city
of Ely, city of Winton,
Morse Township, Fall
Lake Township, and the

Ely School District to
highlight and discuss their
concerns and challenges,
and voice their opinions
to federal, state and county
politicians.
The event, open to
the public, is scheduled
to begin at 11:30 a.m. on
Monday, Dec. 2, at the
Grand Ely Lodge.
State Sen. Tom
Bakk, and State Rep. Rob
Ecklund have already
committed to attending,
according to joint powers
secretary Tom Coombe.
U.S. Rep. Pete

Stauber, U.S. Senators
Amy Klobuchar and
Tina Smith, St. Louis
County Commissioner
Paul McDonald, a Lake
County Board official,
the Range Association
of Municipalities and
Schools, and Department
of Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation representatives have all been
invited to the round-table
discussion.
Ely Mayor Chuck
Novak did not want to have
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz
invited to the event. “We

don’t want a campaign
speech taking up all our
time,” he said.
Joint powers members
listed potential agenda
items for discussion. Fall
Lake supervisor Mary
Tome highlighted the
ongoing concerns with the
Payment in Lieu of Taxes
(PILT) policy. “We need
to talk about the re-evaluation of the Boundary
Waters lands as well, as it
affects the land exchange,”
she said.
Broadband and highspeed Internet access at

the end of the road is an
ongoing issue, Novak
added. “I encourage all of
our legislators to look at
what we actually get up
here for (download and
upload) speeds,” he said.
The Ely trailhead and
west-end development
project will also likely
be discussed. The proposed Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital
expansion project is contingent on the completion
of infrastructure work,
including water and sewer
work, and new road con-

struction in the area.
Ely School District
plans for campus renovation and expansion, as well
as a possible property tax
referendum and any IRRR
financial assistance, will
also likely be discussed.
Board members were
asked to contact Coombe
to add any other items for
discussion at the event.
Soup will be included
on the lunch menu again
this year.

LAKE COUNTRY POWER

Operation Round Up gives more than $44,000 to community programs
REGIONAL- Through
the contributions of Lake
Country Power’s participating members, the
Operation Round Up¨ Trust
Board recently approved
$44,580 in assistance to
local community programs during its quarterly
meeting.
The cooperative’s
Trust Board reviewed and
considered 51 grant applications and distributed

funds to 43 projects and
programs this past quarter.
Since the program’s inception in October 2004, more
than $2.3 million has been
distributed to community-based projects and
programs.
All funds generated through Operation
Round Up¨ are set aside
in a trust fund. A voluntary
Trust Board of nine co-op
members administers the

trust. Of the funds collected
through the program, 100
percent is distributed to
charitable organizations
through an application
and selection process. The
Trust Board uses special
guidelines and policies
when choosing recipients.
The most recent recipients in our area include Cook
Community Thanksgiving
Dinner, Orr Community
Thanksgiving Dinner,

Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church Quilters, Faith
United Lutheran Church,
Faith Lutheran Quilters,
Bethel Lutheran Church
Women, Loon Country
Quilters, Vermilion
Community College,
Cherry High School, Happy
Days Preschool, TowerSoudan Civic Club, Camp
Chicagami, Jacobson
Community Foundation,
The Quiltmaker’s Gift

Production Co., Boy Scout
Troop 116, Story Portage,
Friends of Wirtanen Pioneer
Farm, Vermilion Range
Amateur Radio Club, Home
Visitor Program (two projects), New Beginnings
Pregnancy Care Center,
Project Care Free Clinic,
ElderCircle, Mesabi
Symphony Orchestra,
Vermilion Dream Quilters,
and Old School Lives.
Operation Round Up¨

2nd
Annual

is a charitable program
unique to electric co-ops,
which is designed to
provide financial assistance
to worthwhile activities and
community projects by
“rounding up” members
electric bills to the nearest
dollar.
Applications are available online at www.lakecountrypower.coop. The
next application deadline
is Friday, Nov. 15.

Craft Bazaar & Book Sale

GILBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY FUNDRAISER

Saturday, October 19

12229767hdt

10 AM to 4 PM

Shop 24/7 for options, prices and photos at www.hibbingchrysler.us
1-877-HIBBING • 218-263-7700 - 1321 E. 39th St., Hibbing, MN 55746

17 North Broadway, Gilbert
218-748-2230 or
su.dabbas@alslib.info

Open
To All
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by Ely building inspector
Doug Whitney, based
on several complaints he
received this summer,
and another complaint
made last month, about
the unsafe and hazardous
condition of the abandoned
structure.
Kess was sent a notice
of the ordinance violation
and required actions on
Sept. 12 and immediately
set an appeal process in
motion.
According
to
Whitney, the property
in question, located at
the corner of Harvey
Street and First Avenue
across from the former
Community Center, was
inspected on July 22 and
again on Sept. 4 following
the most recent complaint.
“No work has been
done on the dwelling in
years,” Whitney wrote
in the property condition
violation notice. “The
building and site condition
are blighted and continue
to pose a threat to public
health and safety.”
Whitney determined
that the property has been
neglected and vacant for
many years, and “has
suffered from years of
absence of any proper
maintenance.” The inspection report, dated Sept
4, 2019, concluded: the
dwelling suffers from
dilapidation, including
roofing in failed condition
with holes and missing
shingles, siding and soffit
deterioration, and broken
windows and doors. The
property also has junk
and debris in rear yard
and property is overgrown
with volunteer brush,
according to Whitney.
In the violation notice,
dated Sept. 12, 2019,
Whitney ordered the following corrections within
30 days:
Secure dwelling by
keeping it securely locked.
Remove all household goods, junk and
debris from the property.
Remove all garbage,
trash and debris from the
property and dwelling.
Clean up all overgrowth and volunteer
brush.
Whitney also ordered
the following correction
actions be made within
60 days:
 Repair siding of
dwelling.
Re-roof the dwelling.
Repair the windows
as needed.
Replace side steps.
 Paint or finish

Ely City Council member Paul Kess owns this property at 106 E. Harvey St. Numerous
complaints have forced the city’s building official to inspect the vacant property and to order
repairs. An appeal hearing is scheduled for Tuesday. Oct. 29 at City Hall. photo by K. Vandervort

all exterior surfaces as
needed.
On Sept 21, Kess
responded to the violation
notice with an appeal. He
noted he did not receive
the violation notice until
Sept. 17, and claimed
that the conditions under
the 30-day notice “have
been corrected,” and the
notice “does not consider
improvements already
made” to the property.
In a hand-written narrative, Kess asserted that
the property is locked. “In

fact, I will change locks
in the next 30 days,” he
wrote.
Kess also explained
his work on the property.
“I have and continue to
remove portions of the
asphalt siding to expose
and evaluate the original
siding and to determine
whether it can be repainted,” he wrote.
“I intend to repair the
damaged roof section this
fall,” he said. He added
that “the back portion of
the roof was replaced two

Falling Leaves...

FALLING PRICES!

UNDER 20K PREOWNED SPECIALS!

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LS AWD....CERTIFIED!................... $19,990
2017 JEEP RENEGADE 4X4.....2 IN STOCK!..................................$19,990
2017 GMC TERRAIN SLE AWD.....CERTIFIED!.............................. $19,990
2016 TOYOTA COROLLA LE.....42 HIGHWAY MPG!...................... $14,990
2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD...CERTIFIED!.....................$18,990
2016 JEEP PATRIOT HIGH ALTITUDE 4X4....WINTER PACKAGE!....$17,990
2016 FORD ESCAPE SE AWD...PANORAMIC SUNROOF!............ $14,990
2016 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT....LOW MILES!................................ $15,990
2014 GMC TERRAIN SLT...NICELY EQUIPPED!...............................$14,990
2012 GMC TERRAIN SLE-2 AWD.....GREAT IN SNOW!................. $10,990
2012 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4...GREAT VALUE!......... $16,990
2012 CHRYSLER TOWN COUNTRY ....POWER DOORS!................$12,990
2012 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD..............................................$8,990
2007 BUICK RANIER AWD......CLEAN FRESH TRADE....................$5,990

years ago and the chimney
was repaired within the
last five years.” Whitney
ordered the entire dwelling

be re-roofed.
Kess wrote that he
“will repair the broken
windows and cover several

with plywood.” He claimed
that several windows were
broken by vandalism in the
last few years.
Kess said the side
entrance steps were
damaged by a large uprooted tree and he “does not
intend to replace the steps
in the near future as they
would create an opportunity for vandalism.” He
also offered to remove the
storm windows on the third
floor, as they are boarded
up from the inside. “Other
painting will be done next
summer,” he wrote.
In his appeal, Kess
claimed he made improvements to this property in the
last 10 years. “I installed
a new electrical service
entrance, replaced the back
roof, repaired and rebuilt
the chimney, removed the
smaller home at the rear of
the property, and installed
new water and sewer lines.
I have not neglected the
property, and will make the
improvements specified in
my narrative.”
Kess’s fellow city
council members will consider the issue at a hearing
scheduled for 6:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, Oct. 29, at
City Hall.

Home ownership easy as 1, 2, 3!
1. Do you have a strong desire to own your own home?
2. Do you have a stable source of income?
3. Are you willing to partner with Habitat to build your home?

A p p l y To d a y

You or someone you know could build an affordable home!
Habitat for Humanity provides the building
know-how, an affordable mortgage,
and support throughout the building process.
For more information and to apply call,
866-749-8910 or visit our website at www.nslchfh.org

Prices exclude license, tax & registration fees.

* * FINANCING AVAILABLE! * *

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM! Trade-Ins Welcome!

We Buy used Vehicles

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Les
Hujanen

Lorn
Koski

Calvin
Jolly

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

Time for a new School Year, Time for a New Kitchen

Come meet our friendly staff who can help you get the
perfect design and provide a free consultation.
ANDERSON FURNITURE
Specializing in Fine Furniture,
Creative Kitchen Cabinetry,
& Quality You Can Trust

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS
PRICES GOOD OCTOBER 1-31, 2019

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

Virginia • 218-741-9356
214 2nd Ave., North
M-F 9-5 PM, Sat 9-4 PM
Sun Closed
Duluth • 218-722-5581
2032 W. Superior Street
M-F 9-6 PM, Sat 9-5 PM
Sun 12-5

www.arrowheadsupplyinc.com
INTEREST FREE FINANCING AND LAYAWAY AVAILABLE
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seem to understand why
board members wanted
to see the documentation.
“It doesn’t make
any sense to me, that a
school board would want
to dig into something-”
she started saying, before
being cut off by Taylor.
Chris Koivisto backed
Taylor and Manick, saying,
“It’s the information that
we asked for, is all. That’s
the frustrating part, is that
it would be easy to provide
three examples that they
came up with to get the
range.”
Superintendent
Reggie Engebritson asked
how deep into the weeds
board members wanted to
go but did agree to get them
the requested information.
The school board also
debated whether or not they
should consider paying for
student council advisors to
attend nationals with their
students. This issue came
about after the advisor of
the Cherry student council
attended nationals and discovered that the majority
of advisors there had had
their trips funded by their
school boards.
This topic sparked a
discussion amongs school
board members on what

the role of the student
advisors should be and
what their duties involved.
Taylor suggested having
one person who would be
responsible for coordinating what was going on at
the schools. This person
would look at each campus
and try to implement best
practices at each school.
She believed this would
help hold employees
accountable and equalize
school programs throughout the district.
Koivisto pointed out
that at this time there are
no expectations for advisors. He believed having
clear expectations would
be helpful and that determining what they would be
was the job of the principals and Engebritson.
Overall, the board
agreed that there should
be clear language defining the role of student
advisors. Engebritson said
she would speak with the
teacher’s union representative to see if they could
draft something that would
help define the expectations, which satisfied the
board.
In other business,
board members:
Heard from Anne

Democratic Values in Action:
Northern Minnesota Issues Forum
Join the community conversation

about critical issues facing all of us today:

•
•
•
•

!
E
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R
F

Economic Inequality
Healthcare
Climate Change
Democratic Values

Saturday, October 12, 2019

12:30 pm – 4:00 pm
Vermilion Community College
1900 E. Camp Street Ely, MN
Sponsored by: North of the Divide DFL
For more info: (218) 365-5500 or (218) 365-3204

Give a gift
of the woods

Woods Reader

56 pages of stories,
poems, how-tos & photos
•
•
•
•
$7.95

e
issu !
n
u mn
Aut ing soo
com

Shrink Box Magic
Trash Bubbles
Trail trees
Martin Van Buren,
Ichabod and Me

Vol. 2, Issue 3
Autumn 2019
ISSN 2641-5038

WoodsReader.com ✦ Autumn 2019

i

Christensen on the state
of Indian Ed. programs
in the district. She gave a
detailed report on Check
and Connect, a program
that was implemented
last year and addressed
questions regarding the

$24

WoodsReader.com

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate

General Questions
Buying/Selling
Easements
Contract for Deed
Property Line Problems
Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

after graduation.
Discussed sharing
the cost of a school
resource officer, or SRO,
for Tower with Mt. IronBuhl. Engebritson said
she would speak with the
MIB school board about

2019 F150 XLT crew cab 4x4 2019 F150 XLT sporT
Voice Activated Navigation, Heated Seats, Remote Start
super cab 4x4
$51,105 MSRP
-2,250 CHROME/NAV dISC
-750 SELECT INVENTORy CASH
-3,250 CUSTOMER CASH
-1,000 SPECIAL PkG. CASH
-750 BONUS CASH
-750* FORd CREdIT CASH
-750 RETAIL BONUS CASH
-2,000** TRAdE ASSISTANCE
-4,029 FOH dISC

$35,576

Sport, PKG., Heated Seats, Remote Start

*** 47 To
m
pick Fro

$48,550 MSRP
-2,000 PWR/SPORT dISC
-750 SELECT INVENTORy CASH
-3,250 CUSTOMER CASH
-1,000 SPECIAL PkG. CASH
-750 BONUS CASH
-750* FORd CREdIT CASH
-750 RETAIL BONUS CASH
-2,000** TRAdE ASSISTANCE
-3,828 FOH dISC

#23853

$33,472

+Tax/Lic

2019 escape se 4wD
Ecoboost, Heated Seats, Ford Pass

Heated Steering Wheel/Seats, Navigation,
Hands Free Liftgate, Windshield Wiper,
***6
Xxxxx
e
avaiLabL

***28 To
choose
From

$29,220 MSRP
-500 SELECT INVENTORy CASH

$41,485 MSRP
-600 SPECIAL dISC
-1,500 CUSTOMER CASH
-750* FORd CREdIT CASH
-3,000 RETAIL BONUS CASH
-2,421 FOH dISC

-2,750 CUSTOMER CASH
-1,000 RETAIL BONUS CASH
-750** TRAdE ASSISTANCE
-1,529 FOH dISC

$22,691

$33,214

#23673
+Tax/Lic

2019 ranger XLT 4x4
crew cab

V-8
$43,050 MSRP

$40,645 MSRP
-500 CUSTOMER CASH
-500 BONUS CASH
-2,000** TRAdE ASSISTANCE
-2,713 FOH dISC

-1,250 CUSTOMER CASH
-1,000* FORd CREdIT CASH
-2,803 FOH dISC

$37,997

#23669
+Tax/Lic

2020 eXpLorer XLT 4X4
Hot & Redesigned For 2020!!

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free • 218-365-5866 Fax

Heated Leather, Power Moonroof,
20” Wheels, Remote Start

LasT onLe
specia
price!!

$33,945 MSRP

$24,897

#23796

+Tax/Lic

Saturday, October 12 • 1-4 p.m.
Hidden Valley Ski Chalet

(informal as Hans would have wished)

At 2 p.m. there will be time for
anyone wishing to relate a short story
about Hans. Anyone wishing to do so
should contact his dad,
Paul at 218-235-3858 or at
sunrockrd@gmail.com
so a speaking list can be made up.
Coffee, tea cider, cookies and bars will
be served. Anyone wishing to bring
these items will be appreciated.

+Tax/Lic

#12137

*Must Finance Thru Ford Credit **Must Trade In a 1995 or Newer Car, Truck, or SUV ***Prices May Vary due to Optional Equipment/Model

SPECIAL PURCHASE!

2016 Fusion se
w/Htd. Seats

2018 granD caravan 2014 mks
Htd. Leather
sXT

2016 Focus se
App. Pck.

xx
doors/Hatch

$12,980

#7419

$17,450

$16,450

#7427

#7326

$11,983

#7446

tonS & tonS of PRE-ownEd tRUCkS!

2017 F150 LariaT
s/c
20k Mi

$29,975

#23877A

2012 F250 LariaT
crew

$27,900

13k Mi

2013 rapTor
rousch

2011 F150 LariaT
crew

$32,900

$21,900

6.2 L,
Supercharged

8 Ft. Box

#23891A

2017 F250 XL crew 2013 F150 FX4 XX
77k Mi

#23801A

$38,706

#23876A

$21,907

#23720A

$6,831

#7472A

2014 FX4

$22,910

2010 ranger XLT
sporT

$29,967

$15,956

$11,926

#9342B

2011 F150 XLT crew
6.5 Ft. Box

#23542A

2015 F150 LariaT
crew

w/Panroof

w/Lift

MEMORIAL GATHERING
for Hans Smith

#23896
+Tax/Lic

2018 Taurus seL FwD

***16
r
reaDy Froy
DeLive

$44,910 MSRP
-1,000 SPECIAL dISC
-500 CUSTOMER CASH
-500 RETAIL BONUS CASH
-1,000** TRAdE ASSISTANCE
-2,626 FOH dISC

$39,284

#23925
+Tax/Lic

2019 F250 XL crew
cab 4X4

Adaptive Cruise Control, Sync 3 w/Navigation,
Remote Start

$34,932

#23556
+Tax/Lic

2019 eDge seL awD

#23694A

68k Mi

#7470

2007 riDgeLine
rTX

2007 avaLanche LT 2013 sierra sLe crew 2008 F150
w/Moonroof
40k Mi
LimiTeD
crew
1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

the option. If approved,
the SRO would spend
four days at MIB and one
at Tower and would cost
the district $6,600.

OCTOBER IS TRUCK MONTH AT FORD OF HIBBING!!
WE HAVE MORE THAN 100 NEW TRUCKS &
SUV’S FOR YOU TO PICK FROM!!

Subscriptions
Single copies available

efficacy of this program.
She also spoke about the
Dreamcatcher program
and expressed a desire to
work cooperatively with
the Fond du Lac and Bois
Forte reservations to help
prepare students for life

#7462B

2010 F150 XL XX

$6,998

#7400B

2008 F150 LariaT
crew
6.5 Ft. Box
111k Mi

$29,900

#23895A

$16,743

$6,974

#23615A

#23608A

$12,900

#23867A

2011 F150 XLT crew 2016 sierra sLT crew 2007 ram mega
w/Leather
6.5 Ft. Box
cab

2018 siLveraDo
27L crew

$14,900

$34,498

w/Cummins

#23692A

$31,972
LEIGH LONSON

LEIGH LONSON

TIM CARRUTH

TIM CARRUTH

RyAN AULTMAN

$18,900

#23570A

RyAN AULTMAN

ERIC GRAFF

ERIC GRAFF

COdy VINE

MIkE dAy

MIkE dAy

ANdy LUBOVICH

RANdy ROy

#23754B

15k Mi

MITCH SETTERMAN

JAMI HENdRIx

JAkE TOMAN

2627 Hwy 169 • fordofhibbing.com • 888-246-8616

#23806A
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CROSS COUNTRY

Olson, Ely boys top ‘mud’ run at Swain
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

DULUTH – Luke Olson’s
first-place finish, with a time of
17:38.3, gave Ely’s boys cross
country runners the team championship here on Saturday on
a sloppy track at the Swain
Invitational. Zoe Devine paced
the Ely girls with a time of
22:54.2 for 29th place.
“It was a good running
day for us even though times

were slower,” said Coach
Jayne Dusich. “They worked
on placing and did not get too
upset over their times. Actually,
for both teams, the kids like
that type of weather over warm
weather but the mud was awful
and was getting worse with
each race.”
The Ely boys competed in
the ninth race. “In all the races,
many runners were slipping
and sliding and I was grateful
nobody was injured.”

The Ely boys varsity team
results, with place and time,
include: Emmett Faltesek,
13th, 18:47.9; Jasper Johnston,
27th, 19:15.9; and Gabriel
Pointer, 38th, 19:30.1, in
addition to Olson’s first-place
finish.
“Luke had an incredible
run, taking the lead right away
and keeping it,” Dusich said.
“He said he felt good. The boys
winning was a surprise as I
wasn’t even thinking about it

Right: Ely’s Julia
Schwinghamer, splattered
with mud, competes during
the rain-soaked Swain
Invitational in Duluth on
Saturday. photo by J. Bianco

considering there are so many
teams from the whole state,
and our fifth runner, Ethan,
was quite a ways back. But
with his good race, and Luke,

See RUNNERS...pg. 2B

FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

Ely routs ‘Hawks for first win

North Woods
comes close
on Chiabotti’s
big night

Victory marred by season-ending injury for Wolves senior Dalton Schreffler
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

BABBITT – The
Timberwolves’ first win of the
season proved bittersweet after
senior running back Dalton
Schreffler suffered a broken leg
early in the second half, putting
him out of commission for the
season.
Schreffler had been experiencing an extraordinary night on
the field up to that point, racking
up 195 yards rushing to help lead
Ely to a 44-6 win over winless
Northeast Range. According to
Ely Head Coach Cory Lassi,
Schreffler was attempting an
off-tackle run from the five-yard
line looking for the end zone
when he suffered his injury.
“He got hit initially and
another defensive player came
in on cleanup and got him hard
in the lower leg. It was just bad
luck that he suffered the break.
He will see a specialist this
week, but he is done for the
season. I hope he can finish off
his senior year with a chance to
play hockey and baseball yet.”
Lassi said it was great for
the Timberwolves to experience
how it feels to get a win, but
losing No. 18 was a big loss
for the whole team. “He did
everything. He was our starting running back and starting
linebacker. He did kick-offs
and punting duties and returned
punts. The team is staying
positive about it and is looking

Managing Editor

Above:
Ely senior running
back Dalton
Schreffler looks for
running room in a
thicket of Ely
blockers and
NER tacklers.
Schreffler broke his
leg later in the game,
putting him out
of commission
for the season.
Left:
NER’s Max Dean puts
a solid tackle on Ely
QB Bryce Longwell.

See WOLVES...pg. 2B

photos by K. Vandervort

VOLLEYBALL

Grizzlies top Spartans in three
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

FIELD TWP—In an
up-and-down match on Monday,
the Grizzlies topped NashwaukKeewatin in straight sets, 25-22,
25-14, and 27-25. With the
regular season heading into
Left: North Woods senior
Kenzie Fox bumps the ball
to setter Morgan Burnett.
photo by C. Stone

its final game on Tuesday, the
Grizzlies have shown they’re
capable of high-intensity play—
at least most of the time. “We
need to work on maintaining a
high level of play throughout
the whole game,” said North
Woods Head Coach Kandi
Olson following Monday’s win.
“We roller-coastered a bit
throughout the night,” said
Olson. “It took us a while to
find our groove.”
Senior Coley Olson had a

big night, with 15 kills, eight
digs, and six ace serves. Fellow
senior Kayla Tschida notched
ten kills and nine digs, while
senior Karlyn Pierce tallied 11
kills. Sophomore setter Morgan
Burnett added 34 assists, seven
digs, four kills, and two ace
serves.
Monday’s win came on the
heels of the team’s third-place

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

Timberwolves peaking as playoffs loom
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

MT. IRON-BUHL—With
the end of the regular volleyball season set to wrap up next
Tuesday, the Timberwolves
appear to be peaking at just the
right time. The team went 14-0
in sets played this past week,

including 8-0 at the Mesabi East
tournament on Saturday.
They followed up with a
straight sets victory over Mt.
Iron-Buhl on Tuesday to improve
to 21-3. “The girls had a great
night of volleyball,” said Ely
Head Coach Andrea Thomas.
“We played with our regular
line-up in the first two sets and

the girls passed well and played
aggressively.”
Senior Erika Mattson had a
big night, notching 13 kills, 13
digs, and four ace serves, while
junior McKenna Coughlin racked
up 11 kills and six digs. Senior
Brielle Kallberg, who returned
to action last Thursday after
missing ten days with an ankle

sprain, added seven kills and four
blocks. Senior setter McCartney
Kaercher notched 33 assists and
16 digs.
It was more of the same at
the Mesabi East tournament on
Oct. 5, as Ely plowed through the

See ELY VBALL...pg. 2B

HINCKLEY— North
Woods sophomore T.J.
Chiabotti racked up 187
yards rushing and three
touchdowns here last
Friday, but it wasn’t quite
enough to keep pace with
the Jaguars’ explosive
passing game.
“We did a great job of
slowing down HinckleyFinlayson’s running game,”
said Grizzlies Head Coach
John Jirik. But the Jaguars
picked apart the Grizzlies’
pass defense, connecting
on four big pass plays for
touchdowns that kept them
in the lead throughout the
game. The Jaguars drew
first blood, but the Grizzles
had their moments and went
into the break with the game
still close at 22-16.
North Woods did have
See

.
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Sports

week
FOOTBALL

Friday, Oct. 11

North Woods hosts East
Central, 7 p.m.
Northeast Range at
Cook County, 7 p.m.
Ely at Cherry, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 16

North Woods at Chisholm,
7 p.m.
Ely hosts LOW, 6 p.m.
Northeast Range hosts
Carlton, 7 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
Monday, Oct. 14

North Woods at Chisholm,
7 p.m.
Northeast Range hosts
Cherry, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 15

North Woods hosts South
Ridge, 7 p.m.
Ely at Silver Bay, 6:30 p.m.

SWIMMING
Saturday, Oct. 12

Northeast Range at Hibbing
High School, 5 p.m., True
Team Sections

CROSS COUNTRY
Tuesday, Oct. 15
Proctor Invite, 4 p.m.
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SWIMMING

NER/Ely edged by Virginia in home meet

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

BABBITT— Strong
showings in several events
kept the Nighthawks’ swim
team in contention in a faceoff with Virginia here on
Tuesday. The Nighthawks’
200 freestyle relay squad,
comprised of Lily Tedrick,
Cedar Ohlhauser, Abby
Koivisto, and Morgan
McClelland, took first with
a time of 1:56.81, besting
their Virginia opponents by

nearly four seconds.
In the 200 medley relay,
Tedrick, Ohlhauser, Koivisto
and Brooke Pasmick finished
a close second to Virginia
with a time of 2:11.90, less
than a second off the pace
of Virginia’s top finishers.
In individual competition, McClelland blew
past the competition in the
500-yard free with a time
of 6:37.28, beating the next
closest competitor by nearly
ten seconds in the distance

event.
Tedrick took first in the
100-yard fly, with a time of
1:10 even, topping the second-place finisher by more
than five seconds. Senior
Brooke Pasmick finished
at the top of the pack in the
100-yard backstroke with a
time of 1:09.87 and missed
a first-place finish in the
50-yard freestyle by 0.32 of
a second. Koivisto finished a
close second in the 100-yard
freestyle, losing by less than

WOLVES...Continued from page 1B
Left: Ely’s Dalton
Schreffler runs for
daylight through a hole
in the Nighthawks’ line.
photo by K. Vandervort

forward to finishing out
the season. Jason Kerntz
will likely move up on
the roster and get more
responsibilities,” he said.

Ely opened Friday’s
game with a long drive
that lasted more than eight
minutes. Schreffler scored
from three yards out, and
carried in the two-point

FOOTBALL...Continued from page 1B

a chance to take the lead in
the third quarter, but penalties brought back a touchdown twice on the same
drive. “Penalties were a
key factor in the loss,” said
Jirik. “We were called for
eight penalties for 90 yards
while Hinckley-Finlayson
was only called for two
penalties for 15 yards.”
The Jaguars went on to

extend their lead, with two
more touchdowns in the
second half. North Woods
added one of their own to
make it a 36-24 final score.
The Grizzlies had
little success in the air,
as quarterback Zach
Cheney completed just
three of 16 attempts, all of
them to Chiabotti. Senior
Nathan Crain added to the

conversion.
Northeast Range gave
the ball right back to Ely
after a three-and-out, and
Schreffler promptly ripped
off a 55-yard touchdown
run. Longwell completed a two-point pass to
Schreffler, giving the
Timberwolves a 16-0 lead.
In the second quarter,
Schreffler scored again
from three yards out.
A completed pass from
Longwell to Mason Davis
on the conversion gave
the Timberwolves a 24-0
halftime lead.
Ely forced another
Grizzlies’ running game
with 54 yards on 11 carries,
while Cheney rushed five
times for 33 yards.
On defense, sophomore Jake Panichi notched
an interception, while
Cheney recovered two
fumbles.
Despite the loss, the
Grizzlies are continuing
to show progress as they

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

PET
FOOD

finish at the Mesabi East
tournament on Saturday.
“We started off really
stro n g an d w o r k in g
together really well,”
said Coach Olson, as
the Grizzlies started the
day with 2-0 match wins

over both Wrenshall and
Floodwood. It was the
afternoon session, when
North Woods faced host
Mesabi East and this year’s
powerhouse, 21-3 Ely, that
they ran into trouble. “In
the afternoon we struggled

half a second to Virginia’s
Elise Hoard.
The Nighthawks’ junior
varsity squad outpaced
Virginia 49-36.
The swim team heads to
Hibbing on Saturday.

Right:
The Nighthawks’ Lily
Tedrick comes up for a
breath while competing
in the breastroke. Tedrick took first place in the
100-yard fly.
photo by J. Greeney

three-and-out on the
Nighthawks to open the
third quarter. Following
Schreffler’s season-ending
injury, Longwell scored on
a keeper from two yards
out. The conversion failed,
giving Ely a 30-0 lead.
Later in the third
quarter, Mason Davis
scored on a 40-yard catch
and run from Longwell.
The conversion failed,
giving Ely a 36-0 lead. Ely
scored again early in the
fourth quarter, this time on
a 40-yard run from scrimmage by Davis. Kerntz ran
in the conversion giving
Ely a 44-0 lead.
Northeast Range’s
Zander Lislegard ran back
the ensuing kick-off 60
yards for their only score

of the game.
“This was a trap
game,” Lassi said. “Both
teams were winless going
in and at this point we can’t
overlook anybody. “I was
proud of the guys staying
focused after we lost a
player and we finished the
game for the win.”
The Wolves moved the
ball effectively against the
struggling Nighthawks,
racking up a total of 381
of offense, including 323
yards rushing. Quarterback
Bryce Longwell also completed three of four passes
for 58 yards.
On defense, Tjae
Banks had six tackles and
Josh Larson added five
more. “In all, our four
defensive linemen had 24

tackles as a unit,” Lassi
said. They really came
together to stop them.”
As the season heads
into its final week, Lassi
said the Wolves will be
focused on avoiding penalties and mental errors.
“We have to work on the
false starts, neutral zone
infractions and off-side
penalties. As we make a
run at the end of the season
here, this win should give
us confidence that we can
play tough with anybody.”
The Timberwolves
were set to travel to Cherry
on Friday, Oct. 11. They
close out the regular season
at home against Lake of
the Woods on Wednesday,
Oct. 16. Kickoff is at 6 p.m.

compete for the first season
at the 11-man level. Jirik
said he saw real improvement, particularly as his
team racked up 300 yards
of offense and largely
controlled the Jaguars’
running game.
“Overall, we were
happy with the improvement and are hoping to
have two starting defen-

sive backs return soon
which will help us defend
the pass,” said Jirik.
They’ll get the chance
to test their progress when
they host East Central
next Friday. Jirik said it
should be an interesting
game, one that is currently
forecast to include chilly
temperatures and possible
snow. “Both teams will

be battling winter-like
conditions and most likely
a soggy field,” said Jirik.
“The conditions will definitely alter the style of play
for both teams.”
Kickoff is set for 7
p.m.

with the strong attacks we
were facing.”
Even so, the Grizzlies
put up impressive stats.
Olson tallied a remarkable
34 kills, 19 digs, and four
blocks in the tournament,
while Tschida added 15

kills and 22 digs. Senior
Karlyn Pierce posted 21
kills, while Burnett added
72 set assists and 18 digs.
Sophomore Abbi Shuster
added 19 digs and four ace
serves while ninth-grader
Hannah Kinsey posted ten

kills and six blocks.
The Grizzlies wrap
up their regular season at
home, on Tuesday, hosting
South Ridge, with a 7 p.m.
start.

Memories of the Early Days
Back By
Popular
Demand!

A fascinating look back at the early history
of the Lake Vermilion area

Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

A Regional Favorite

Don’t miss your chance
to own Lake Vermilion’s most
definitive history!

Emmett, Jasper and Gabriel
placing high, it worked out
great for us.”
The Ely girls varsity
results, with place and time,
include: Sydney Durkin,
53rd, 23:36.1; Phoebe
Helms, 55th, 23:37.2; and
Laura Holmstrom, 125th,

25:52.6.
Ely is set to compete
next Tuesday, Oct. 15 at the
Proctor Invitational, which
is their final competition
before the 7A sectional
meet, set for noon on
Thursday, Oct. 24.

ELY VBALL...Continued from page 1B

STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Just $29 95
+ Tax

RUNNERS...Continued from page 1B

Over
100 Historical
Photographs!

competition in four straight
2-0 matches to finish first
on the day.
“The girls played well
all day long. We had great
communication and movement on the court,” said
Thomas.
Ely topped Chisholm
25-13, 25-20, before
downing Barnum 25-23,
25-14. They topped host
Mesabi East 25-15, 25-19
before dispatching North
Woods 25-14, 25-21.
In action last Thursday,
the Wolves crushed Bigfork

in straight sets, 25-14, 25-7,
and 25-10. Mattson had
another big night with
eight kills, two blocks and
eight ace services, while
Coughlin added five kills,
nine digs, and three ace
serves. Kallberg tallied
four kills and three ace
serves while senior Jenna
Merhar posted four kills
and three blocks. Kaercher
added 23 set assists.
The Wolves wrap up
their regular season on
Tuesday at Silver Bay, with
a 6:30 p.m. start.

Ely Community Health Center
Starting August 8

Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.
Providing NO COST basic healthcare and referrals
111 S. 4th Ave E, Ely
Volunteer opportunities also available

Subscribe Today!
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Obituaries and Death Notices

Kenneth L. Zgaynor

Kenneth “Kenny” Louis Zgaynor, 82,
of Greaney, passed away on Saturday, Oct.
5, 2019, at St. Mary’s Hospital in Duluth.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held on
Thursday, Oct. 10 at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Cook. Military
Honors were accorded
by the Cook VFW Post
1757 Honor Guard and
the Orr American Legion
Post 480 Honor Guard.
Arrangements were with
Mlaker Funeral Home of
Cook.
Kenny was born to Louis and Mary
(Rent) Zgaynor on March 3, 1937, in
Cook. He grew up in Greaney on the
family farm. At the age of 23, Kenny was
drafted into the United States Army. He
served two-and-a-half years. He earned
a Good Conduct medal along with
Sharpshooter and Marksman Badges. He
received an honorable discharge in 1962.
Kenny had helped his parents build
their home on the Greaney farmstead.
Farming was in Kenny’s blood, and soon
after leaving the Army, Kenny returned
home to the family farm. During this time,
he met the love of his life, Bernice. They
were married on May 22, 1965, in St.
Bridget’s Catholic Church in Greaney.
The family lived in Cook for ten years
and then moved to the Greaney area to
continue the tradition of raising beef
cattle. Kenny was a self-employed logger.
He also worked for several companies
- Pete Eddy Construction, AB Skubic
Construction, Ulland Brothers and KGM.
Kenny was a very meticulous and
proud farmer, however, he took particular pride in the way his flower gardens
flourished under his care. Kenny loved
to tease, but could also take it in stride,
and with good humor. Kenny’s best times
were spent with his family and friends as
everyone would often gather for “happy
hour” at the farm. Kenny remained on the
farm until his last days with the dedicated
help and support of his son Jeff.
Kenny is survived by his son, Jeff
(Lisa) Zgaynor of Greaney; stepson,
Randy (Shannon) McFarland of Spring
Valley, Wis.; stepdaughter, Kelly Glover
of California; sisters, Rosemary Hoffer
of Orr and Audrey Carlson of Brooklyn
Park; brother, Bill (Linda) Zgaynor of
Princeton; six step-grandchildren; two
step-great-grandchildren; and last but not
least, his dog, Lady, whom he called his
favorite “little girl”.
Kenny was preceded in death by his
parents; and beloved wife, Bernice.

Jo Ann Brzoznowski

Jo Ann Brzoznowski, 76, of
International Falls, passed away on
Friday, Oct. 4, 2019, at her home.
A Memorial
Service will
be held at
2 p.m. on
Saturday,
Oct.12 at the
Northwoods
Bible Church
in
Ray.
Visitation
will be held
one hour
prior to the
service at the
church. Arrangements are with Mlaker
Funeral Home of Cook.
Jo Ann was born in Bemidji on
Sept. 19, 1943. She lived in Guthrie and
attended school in Bemidji through the
eighth grade. Her family then moved to
Ray and she attended Falls High School,
graduating in 1961. Jo Ann then moved
to International Falls and obtained a
job at the Falls Creamery. During this
time, she met her first husband, Bloyd
Breneman, and moved back to Ray and
started a family. Dean was born in 1965,
Julie in 1967, and Rebecca in 1970. Jo
Ann was a master farm wife and mother,
conquering all the tasks necessary to keep
an efficient dairy farm running and a
happy, well-cared for family. She was a
master gardener, yard keeper, tree planter,
cook, canner, seamstress, and as one of
the hired farm boys recently stated, “She
sure could out-run a rain cloud with a
baler and wagon.” She was also an expert
at any craft imaginable. Jo Ann loved to
draw, paint, scrapbook, sew, and would
attempt any “do it yourself” project she
could find. She was always successful
at making it look better than what the
instructions had shown her, as she never
followed instructions anyway.
Once the children were a bit older,
Jo Ann went to work at Hay’s General
Store where she and her sister Ethel Mae
were well known for their antics. Jo Ann
would become known as one of the best
meat cutters in the absence of Jim Hay,
who was, of course, the best. Jo Ann’s

marriage to Bloyd ended, but the relationship and parenting obligations stayed
strong throughout the remainder of her
life. She then started working at United
Health Care in International Falls where
she created many new friendships and
was regarded as a someone who always
put a smile on her co-workers’ faces.
She then moved to Lake Kabetogama
and worked for her dear friends, Jim
and Marlene Tomczak, at the Gateway
Store where she was also known for her
joking around and always making people
smile. She was an exceptional employee
and considered to have done a great job
at training in the Harts as new owners.
Phil Hart would go on to say, “She was
my boss for many years and taught us so
much.” It was here that she reconnected
with a dear friend, Julian Brzoznowski,
and they married in September 1995. She
then moved to the Brzoznowski Farm
with her new husband and revisited the
farm life. She was known for her beautiful
flower beds and her meticulous upkeep of
the yard, along with her fierce protection
against any varmint that dare try and mess
with her flowers.
With her marriage to Julian, her
family expanded to a total of six amazing
children, adding Mary, Anne and Little
Julien, whom she adored from day one,
along with Julian’s two sisters, Rosie
and Frances, whom she held very dear
in her heart. Some of Jo Ann’s proudest
and most enjoyable moments began in
1990 with the birth of her first grandchild,
through 2019 with the birth of her final
great-grandchild, leaving her with 10
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. She so cherished each and every
one of them and any time she was able to
spend with them. Julian and Jo Ann would
continue to live on the farm until 2017
when they sold it and moved “south” to
Orr. It was here that she would lose her
dear husband Julian in December 2018.
Jo Ann then moved to International Falls
to live with her daughter Rebecca and
son-in-law Shad, and to spend the rest of
her days surrounded by all her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren
whom she so adored.
Jo Ann is survived by her son, Dean
Breneman of International Falls; daughters, Julie (Russell) Helgeson of Ray and
Rebecca (Shad) Murray of International
Falls; stepdaughters, Mary (Bob) Servis of
International Falls and Anne (Jim) Sather
of Orr; stepson, Julien Brzoznowski Jr.
of Illinois; grandchildren, Cody Erickson
of Mankato, Dustin Helgeson (Emily
Werner) of International Falls, Wyatt
(Talitha) Helgeson of Duluth, Sabrina
Murray (Damien Allan) of International
Falls, Adam Salmi of Rochester, Allan
(Marie) Salmi of Grant, April (Michael)
Wilcox of Angora, Ryan Servis of
Rochester, Christina (Scott) Fuller of
East Bethel and Thomas “T.J.” Sather
of Avon; great-grandchildren, Braden
Sheridan and Haven Westover, Able,
Anastasia and Avaliese Fuller, Elizabeth
and Jack Udovich, Zoey, Shay, Annabelle
and Charlie Wilcox, and Julian SalmiMiller; brother-in-law, Clemens Jr.
(Melba) Brzoznowski; sisters-in-law,
Roseland (Paul) Ehrenberg and Frances
Brzoznowski; and many special nieces,
nephews, lifelong friends and extended
family.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, Neil and Alberta DeBoer;
beloved husband, Julian; brother, William
DeBoer (U.S. Army in Vietnam); sister
and brother-in-law, Ethel Mae and Dale
Himes; Breneman/Strieff infant twin
granddaughters; and special dog, Morgan.

Loren Connor

Loren ‘Hawk” Connor, 70, of Nett
Lake, passed away on Wednesday, Oct.
2, 2019. A Traditional Service was held
on Sunday, Oct. 6 at the Bois Forte
Government
and Services
C e n t e r .
Military
Honors were
accorded by
the Bois Forte
Honor Guard,
Orr American
Legion Post
480 Honor
Guard and
Cook VFW
Post 1757
Honor Guard. Burial was at the Nett
Lake Cemetery. Arrangements were with
Mlaker Funeral Home of Cook.
Loren was born to Lawrence Sr. and
Katheryn (Day) Connor on Sept. 9, 1949.
He grew up in Nett Lake and attended
school in Orr. He was active in sports,
playing basketball, football and running
track. He graduated from Orr High School
in 1967. In July 1967, Loren was drafted
into the United States Marine Corps. He

served two tours in Vietnam with the
5th Marine Division and the 5th Tank
Battalion. During this time, he earned a
Good Conduct Medal and a Rifle Expert
Badge. He served his country with pride
and was honorably discharged in 1977.
After returning home, Loren met the
love of his life, Diana Goggleye, and they
remained together for 38 years. They had
four children together, whom he loved
dearly. Loren was an avid deer hunter and
a duck hunting guide on Nett Lake. He
loved ricing and was considered one of
the best ricers on the lake. Loren enjoyed
and was a very talented woodworker. He
would make picnic tables, paddles, knocking sticks, and other woodworks to sell.
Loren loved spending time with
his family and friends. He was always
smiling and was a loving, kind-hearted
and giving spirit. He was always there
for anyone who needed a hand.
Loren is survived by his stepmother,
Olive Connor; his love, Diana Goggleye;
children, Michael Goggleye and his
children, Elijah, Michaela, Kristina,
Isaiah and Michael Jr. Goggleye; Leona
Connor and Jason Drift and their children,
Carlos, Sierra, Serena Jensen, Harley,
Frankie, Mercedes Connor, Alexis and
Dezarae Drift; Lyle Connor and Sarah
and their son, Whyett Connor; and Mark
Connor (Chaylynn and her son Wilbert);
siblings, Lawrence Connor Jr., Lois
(Dean) Graham, Annamarie Dorr, Francis
Connor, Darrell Connor, Karen Connor,
Kay Connor, Kelly Rutar, Ruth Connor,
Jeneal (Gerald Sr.) Goggleye, Eugene
Boshey Jr. and Barbara (Darrel) Brodeen;
many nieces, nephews and close friends;
and special pup, Skuzzer.
Loren was preceded in death by
his parents; brother, Alden Connor Sr.;
grandson, Michael Jr. Starlin Strong; and
stepfather, Eugene Boshey Sr.

Hans Smith

Hans Smith, 55, of Ely, died due to
an accident while removing a fallen tree
from a roof near Eagles Nest Lake during
the storm of Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2019. A
memorial gathering for Hans will be held
from 1-4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 12 at the
Hidden Valley Ski Chalet in Ely.
It will be
a very informal gathering, just as
Hans would
have wished.
At 2 p.m.,
there will
be a time
for anyone
to relate a
short story
about Hans.
A n y o n e
wishing to speak should contact Hans’
dad, Paul, by phone at 218-235-3858
or email to sunrockrd@gmail.com, so
a speaking list can be made up. Coffee,
tea and cider will be served, along with
cookies and bars. Anyone wishing to
bring some of the latter items will be
appreciated.
Hans and his brother Erik grew up
in Ely and spent their youth canoeing,
cross-country skiing the lakes, and
backpacking various mountains out
West. Starting at 17, Hans worked for
several years as a cowboy on ranches in
Montana and Nebraska. He worked at
various fire jobs on the Superior National
Forest before becoming a smokejumper
for ten years in Montana at Missoula and
West Yellowstone. Then he transferred to
Alaska for several years of fire duties at
Tok and McGrath. He finally returned to
Ely to open his own business of tree work;
he also worked on national fire overhead
teams in the Western states.
Hans spent many winters traveling
with friends and family to Mexico, Belize,
Honduras, Guatemala, the Philippines,
Puerto Rico, the Bahamas, Bali, Korea,
China, Laos, Thailand, India and Hawaii.
At various times in his life he was an
avid canoeist, backpacker, back country
and telemark skier, rock climber, moose
hunter, and both outrigger canoeist and
surfer in Hawaii. He lived an adventuresome life!
Hans is survived by his wife, Traci,
and their son, Rowan; stepchildren, Bryce
of Hong Kong, Alexis of Australia, and
Jacob of Kona, Hawaii; brother, Erik of
Ely and Zhuhai, China; and father, Paul
of Ely.
He was preceded in death by his
mother, Patricia Donnick in 2014.

James J. Mehle Sr.

James J. Mehle Sr., 76, of Hibbing,
formerly of Ely, passed away surrounded
by family on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019,
at Fairview Range Medical Center. A
Celebration of Life open house gathering
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 12 from

3-5 p.m. at the Grand Ely Lodge in Ely.
Memorials may be sent c/o Dougherty
Funeral Home in Hibbing.
He is survived by his children, James
(Jill) Mehle Jr. of Otsego, Paul (Jolene)
Mehle of Lakeville, Pam (Jason) Liestman
of Becker and Christy (Andy) Berndt
of St. Michael; stepchildren, Christy
(Christopher) Peterson and Michael
Tuomi; siblings, Michael (Jan) Mehle of
Minnetonka and Robert (Jayme) Mehle of
Maple Grove; grandchildren, Jamae (Bill)
Halluska, Justine Mehle, Mikayla Mehle,
Matt (Brittany) Mehle, Garrett Mehle,
Mari Liestman, Jacob Liestman, Jayna
Berndt, Griffin Berndt and Jace Berndt;
great-grandchildren, Billy, Presley,
Josephine, Daweslyn, Brooklyn and
Parker; step-grandchildren, RayAnna,
Kaitlyn and Logan; and many cousins,
nieces and nephews.

Marion L. Birk

Marion Lois Hove Birk, 93, of Hoyt
Lakes, died on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019,
at Essentia Health-Northern Pines in
Aurora. Funeral services were held on
Tuesday, Oct. 8 at Faith Lutheran Church
in Hoyt Lakes with Pastor Eric Roth
officiating. Inurnment will be in the Hoyt
Lakes Memorial Cemetery at a later date.
Arrangements are by Ziemer-MoegleinShatava Funeral Home of Aurora.
Survivors include her husband,
Arleigh; children, Lois (Robert) Dunne of
Pennock, Caryl (Dan) Kaler of Burnsville,
Bruce (Sandra) Birk of Idaho Falls, Idaho,
Brian (Kathie) Birk of Tower and Kathryn
(Bruce) Feroe of Hoyt Lakes; grandchildren, Sara (Andrew) George, Matthew
Kaler, Lisa (Lee Sherwin) Birk, Phillip
(Megan) Birk, Rebecca (Jeremy) Nissila,
Carly (Ross) Malo, Heidi (Matt Comnick)
Feroe and Erica Birk; great-grandchildren, Frederick, Logan, Olive and Norah;
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Caroline M. Anderson

Caroline Marie “Big Ma” Klobuchar
Anderson, 88, of Ely, passed away on
Thursday, Oct. 3, 2019, at the Boundary
Waters Care Center. Funeral arrangements
have been entrusted to Kerntz Funeral Home
of Ely. A wake will be held at the funeral
home from 4 to 6 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.
10. Visitation will continue on Friday, Oct.
11 from 10 a.m. until the 11 a.m. service
at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Ely.
Pastor Eric Thiele from the Grace Lutheran
Church will officiate. Luncheon will follow
in St. Anthony’s Catholic Church basement.
A private family burial will follow at the
Ely Cemetery.
She is survived by her brother, Jerry
of Burlington, Wis.; daughters, Sue Ellen
(Kim) Kainz of Ely and Cheryl (Mike)
Moats of Larimore, N.D.; sons, Mick
(Sandy) of Tower, Dave (Stephanie) of Ely,
Steve (Michele) of Soudan, Terry (Sally)
of Soudan, Jeffrey (Janice) of Marinette,
Wis., Timmy of Ely, Thomas (Tracey)
of Virginia and Brian (Terri) of Hibbing;
35 grandchildren, 40 great-grandchildren,
two great-great-grandchildren, and many
special cousins.

Margaret J. Asplund

Margaret Jean “Peg” Coons Asplund,
93, of Babbitt, departed this world from
Solvay Hospice House in Duluth on
Saturday, Oct. 5, 2019. A celebration of
life will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 12 at Woodland Presbyterian Church
in Babbitt, with visitation to begin at 10
a.m. Reverend Dr. Frank Davis will officiate. A lunch will follow the service in the
Church Fellowship Hall. Funeral services
are provided by Landmark Funeral Home
of Virginia. The family requests that in
lieu of flowers, memorials be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association or Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
She is survived by her children,
Thomas Asplund of Babbitt and Carol
Jean (Alan) Stewart of Minnetonka;
son-in-law, Alan Stewart; grandchildren,
Lynsey (Joe) Frantz and Ian (Allison)
Stewart; great-grandchildren, Camilla,
Henry and Faye Margaret; and nieces
and nephews.

Elizabeth Davey

Elizabeth “Poppy” Koski Davey, 92,
of Babbitt, died on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2019,
at the Boundary Waters Care Center in Ely.
A memorial service will be held at 2 p.m.
on Friday, Oct. 11 at Ziemer-MoegleinShatava Funeral Home in Aurora with
Pastor Barbara Hegfors officiating. Family
and friends may gather one hour prior to
the service at the funeral home. Inurnment
will be in Forest Hill Cemetery in Aurora.
She is survived by her son, Darryl
of Babbitt; grandchildren, Christopher,

Melissa and Lucas; and several
great-grandchildren.
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RESEARCH

Study cites impact of region’s worst invasive: earthworms
Spread of non-native worms is causing severe effects to forest soils, worsening drought and water quality
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— Concern
about invasive species is
widespread these days, and
with good reason. Invasive
organisms, from ash borers
to zebra mussels, can have
significant consequences for
both terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems.
Yet one of the most harmful

and pervasive of the invasive
species lives all around most
of us, affecting the ground on
which we walk, the trees that
grow around us, and even the
quality of the water in our
lakes. And, in most cases, we
don’t even think of them as
invasive species or recognize
the dramatic changes they’ve
brought to the region.
Earthworms, angleworms,
or night crawlers may seem like

part of the natural environment
here, given that in most parts
of northern Minnesota, these
invasive worms are now found
almost everywhere. But that
wasn’t always the case. The
spread of these invasive worms
has happened gradually over
the past century, facilitated
mostly as worms became
popular fishing bait. The invasion has spread from hot spots
around popular fishing lakes to

Right: The spread of
earthworms across
Minnesota is having a
major impact on forests.
photo by L. Frelich

eventually encompass most of
northern Minnesota.
Lee Frelich has reason
to know about the impact of
invasive earthworms. He’s
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Outdoors in brief

Whitefish netting
begins opening
across the area

The aspen and birch were in peak form this week and the view from the overlook on Hwy. 169 between Tower and Ely
was spectacular. photo by M. Helmberger

INTRODUCING A NEW SPECIES

Report: Habitat and public
support elk in St. Louis County
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— There
is plentiful habitat and
broad public support for
introducing elk to northeastern Minnesota. Those
were the findings of a
coalition of research partners who examined three
potential areas for a possible introduction of the
species as a hedge against
a changing climate that is
likely to eventually eliminate moose, another large
member of the deer family,
from the region.
In a report released
earlier this month, the
research team, comprised
of biologists from the
University of Minnesota
and the Fond du Lac Band,
assessed the merits of an
elk introduction at one of
three possible zones. Their
top selection, based on a
number of factors, was a
large portion of the Cloquet
Valley state forest located
in east-central St. Louis
County, south of the Iron
Range and east of Hwy. 53.
The researchers examined the habitat suitability
by examining nearly 200
vegetation plots across
the three study areas. They
also conducted opinion
surveys with local resi-

dents to determine if there
was public support for an
introduction effort. The
researchers also considered
the amount of public land
in an area, versus private
lands, as well as the extent
of agricultural production.
While small herds of elk
have long existed in northwestern Minnesota, their
impact on farming operations there have prompted
the Department of Natural
Resources to sharply limit
the population of wild elk
there.
Researchers concluded that the relative lack of
commercial agriculture in
northeastern Minnesota,
combined with the abundance of public land, might
be more suitable to sustaining a substantial elk
population.
The researchers concluded that the 681 squaremile study area could
sustain approximately 550
elk, or a bit under one per
square mile. “These estimates probably underestimate biological carrying
capacity as we assumed
elk consume only a small
proportion of the available
forage,” noted the researchers in their report.
Less clear was whether
that number of elk could
live in the study area

REGIONAL— The whitefish netting season gets underway on two area lakes this
weekend, with additional lakes
opening in the next few weeks.
Recreational netting for whitefish and cisco, also known as
tullibee, is open most years in
the autumn, and is permitted
only for Minnesota residents.
Whitefish netting schedules
are based on expected water
temperatures. As the water temperature cools, game fish head
to deeper water while tullibee
come to shallow water for fall
spawning.
The season gets underway
Friday, Oct. 11 on both Crane
and Elbow lakes in northern
St. Louis County. Other lakes
in the area will open later,
at dates to be announced by
the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources. Other area
lakes expected to open later
this fall include: Vermilion,
Shagawa, Side, Newton,
Ojibway, Fall, Bear Island, and
Basswood.
The Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources allows
netting when there is little
chance that game fish populations would be negatively
impacted by recreational netting
in shallow water. Game fish
incidentally taken in nets must
be returned to the water immediately.
Complete regulations,
including designated lakes,
netting schedules, and requirements related to use of gear and
invasive species, are available
on the DNR website at www.
dnr.state.mn.us.

Ely Field Naturalists
to host Big Sit

without causing problems
for the human residents.
Yet, opinion surveys
conducted in all three
areas found overwhelming
support for an elk introduction. A total of 82 percent
of all landowners and 86
percent of local residents
expressed support for a
introduction effort.
Elk, which once lived
across most of Minnesota,
were never native to northeastern Minnesota. The
dense boreal forest that
once dominated the landscape was home to moose
and woodland caribou at
the time of European settlement. While moose still
remain, the caribou had
largely disappeared by the

1920s, victims of the loss
of habitat in the wake of
widespread logging and
the influx of an aggressive
competitor, the whitetail
deer.
While moose remain
a boreal species adapted
to extreme cold, which
makes them vulnerable
to a warming climate in
Minnesota, elk are able
to thrive in substantially
warmer temperatures.
While the study found
both adequate habitat and
public support, the researchers noted that a number of
other steps still remain
before an elk introduction
could be undertaken. “To
be clear, this study was

See ELK...pg. 5B

Above:
The sight of a
bull elk could
soon become
part of the
North Country
experience if a
proposal to introduce elk to
the Arrowhead
wins political
backing from
legislators
and agency
officials. A
just-released
study finds
that there is
adequate habitat and broad
public support
to allow elk to
survive.
photo by D. Kenyon,
MI DNR

ELY - On Sunday, Oct. 13,
the Ely Field Naturalists become
the Boreal Birdometers as registered participants in the Big
Sit. The Big Sit is an annual,
international, noncompetitive
birding event.
The Big Sit is like a Big
Day or a bird-a-thon in that the
object is to tally as many bird
species as can be seen or heard
within 24 hours.
Some people have called it a
“tailgate party for birders.” Find
a good spot for bird watching—
preferably one with good views
of a variety of habitats.
The Ely Field Naturalists
will host their own sit at the
lakeshore next to the boat access
just east of Grand Ely Lodge on
Shagawa Lake. Members of
the Ely Field Naturalists will
be present from before sunrise
to sunset with binoculars, spotting scopes, field guides, warm
clothes and hopefully plenty of
participants to help spot birds.
For more information, call
Bill Tefft, at 218-235-0878.
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BIG FALL PIKE

Ely

Mark Nelson, of Champlin, landed this monster
northern pike on Birch Lake. Fall is an excellent
time to catch big pike, which are feeding
voraciously ahead of ice-up. submitted

ELK...

Continued from page 4B

only designed to assess the
suitable habitat and public
support questions,” noted
Fond du Lac biologist Mike
Schrage, who worked on the
study. “Although these are
critical pieces to have, there
are many additional steps
to consider if this process
is to move forward from
here. Among other things,
we would need to determine
how and if we can bring elk
here while minimizing the
risk of Chronic Wasting
Disease, a source herd or
herds would have to be identified, funds would have
to be raised and decisions
made how to manage elk
once they’re here.”
Schrage noted that any
further steps, or the actual
implementation of an elk
introduction effort, would
require future support from
both agency and political
leaders in the state.
Whether that support
will be forthcoming remains
to be seen. While state Rep.
Rob Ecklund, DFL-I-Falls,
says he’s open to hearing
more, he will have questions
about the impact to farmers,
as well as the risks posed
by chronic wasting disease.

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

from NOAA weather

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

55 31

38 29

40 30

42 31

41 30

Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec. Sn.

09/30 53
10/01 65
10/02 49
10/03 50
10/04 44
10/05 50
10/06 50
YTD Total

44
44
42
36
36
37
42

0.83
0.12
0.00
0.52
0.09
0.01
0.24
18.46

09/30 52
10/01 65
10/02 48
10/03 50
10/04 45
10/05 48
10/06 50
YTD Total

41
43
41
36
34
37
42

0.68
0.15
0.01
0.55
0.15
0.13
0.23
23.99

EARTHWORMS...Continued from page 4B
a professor of forest ecology
at the University of Minnesota
and the lead author of a recently
published article in the journal,
Frontiers in Ecology and the
Environment, that documents
the extent to which the spread
of non-native earthworms is
fundamentally altering northern
forests.
According to the study,
European earthworms now
inhabit more than 80 percent
of Minnesota, Wisconsin, and
Michigan, and the presence of
these invasive worms is creating a
cascade of impacts, from increasing the susceptibility of forests
to drought to creating excessive
runoff to diminishing water
quality in lakes and streams.
Perhaps the most obvious
change, says Frelich, is the almost
total elimination of the deep duff
layer that used to be commonplace in Minnesota forests. That’s
the result of aggressive feeding by
earthworms, which consume and
digest this kind of organic matter.
According to Frelich, prior to
the introduction of non-native
earthworms, the leaf litter that
covered the ground in northern
Minnesota’s forests was often
6-7 inches thick, representing the
accumulation of as much as 20
years’ worth of organic material.
Frelich, who has studied
areas that invasive worms have

yet to reach, said the difference
between the forest floor in
infested and un-infested areas is
dramatic. Where earthworms still
are absent or rare, the ground is
spongy. “It’s literally like walking

“

It will change
ecosystem
function in a lot
of ways.

Professor Lee Frelich

on a memory foam mattress,”
he said.
That layer of duff plays a
significant role in many aspects of
the forest ecosystem, according
to Frelich. “The duff provides a
lot of insulation, which means
midsummer soil temperatures
don’t get as warm. It also helps
to retain moisture, like mulch in
your garden.”
The loss of forest floor
duff results in warmer soil temperatures and less retention of
moisture, which makes forest
soils more subject to drought.
Frelich said the arrival of worms
in any given location can usually
be determined through tree core
samples, which soon begin to
indicate more drought stress.
Frelich said he suspects, but has

Cook Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
09/30 52
10/01 63
10/02 46
10/03 47
10/04 43
10/05 45
10/06 48
. YTD Total

5B

45
43
42
34
34
39
41

0.46
0.14
0.02
0.71
0.07
0.02
0.15
21.62

Orr

Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.

09/30 61
10/01 46
10/02 46
10/03 46
10/04 43
10/05 48
10/06 52
YTD Total

not yet confirmed, that the arrival
of invasive earthworms was the
primary cause of the massive
birch die-off on the North Shore
in the past 15-20 years, by making
soils there warmer and more
subject to drying.
The loss of duff can also
impact water quality. According
to Frelich, the duff layer has
traditionally helped filter rain
and snowmelt and slow runoff.
Once the duff is gone, the soil
becomes harder and more subject
to heavy runoff. “The other thing
that happens is there is more
erosion of the soil and more
leaching of important nutrients,”
said Frelich. That includes both
nitrogen compounds and phosphorus, which can quickly impact
water quality by increasing
the growth of unwanted algae.
“Once the worms cover an entire
watershed, it’s been shown it will
impact water quality. And those
impacts will worsen over time,”
said Frelich.
And as nutrients in the
soil are leached into nearby
waterways, the availability of
nutrients to plants in the forest is
diminished, slowing the growth
of many forest plants, including
trees like the sugar maple by as
much as 30 percent.
The duff also provided a
hospitable seed bed for many tree
species, like birch, sugar maple,
or balsam fir, which appear to be
declining in many locations as

48
41
37
32
37
41
41

0.00
0.00
0.34
0.95
0.05
0.00
0.00
NA

09/30 53
10/01 55
10/02 48
1.6” 10/03 49
10/04 45
10/05 47
10/06 50
1.6” YTD Total

47
43
41
34
34
38
42

1.35
0.08
0.00
0.72
0.15
0.10
0.37
25.09

they’re replaced by species like
red maple and white pine, which
do better on hard, mineral soils
than other species. The spread
of red maple into northeastern
Minnesota forests has been one
of the most dramatic effects of the
spread of invasive earthworms.
The disappearance of the
duff has also affected the type
of wildflowers found in northern
Minnesota forests. According
to Frelich, once-common forest
wildflowers, like trilliums, are
being replaced by sedges and
grasses, which do better on the
hard, duff-less soil now found
on forest floors across most of
northern Minnesota.
That’s why Frelich’s recent
journal article refers to a “cascade”
of effects from the introduction
of invasive earthworms. “When
you change the structure of the
soil over whole landscapes, it
will change ecosystem function
in a lot of ways,” said Frelich. “It
just cascades from one organism
to the other.”
Given the widespread distribution of earthworms, the change
to Minnesota’s environment is
probably a permanent fixture,
notes Frelich. Any effort to rid the
soil of earthworms would likely
impact other soil fauna, he said,
causing even greater disruption
to the environment.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
CITY OF ELY

Public Hearing for Proposed
Use: CLINIC in AFU Building
Residential R-2 Zone
The City of Ely Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing on Wednesday October
16th, 2019 at 5:45 pm in the 2nd Floor Board
Room of City Hall to gather public input
in consideration of a request made by E.
Chapman Properties, LLC for a Conditional
Use Permit (CUP) for a CLINIC proposed at
the AFU Building 111 S. 4th Avenue East Ely
MN. Parcel #030-0370-02920.
The AFU Building is in a Residential (R-2)
Zone. Per the City of Ely Code Sec. 11.40
CLINIC requires a Conditional Use Permit.
The CUP, if granted, will set conditions of
operations on any owner’s use of this property, including parking, and will limit operations
to low impact services and will ensure that
those operations are residentially-compatible
with the neighborhood, adjacent school populations, and with the City as a whole.
All activities must also comply with applicable State Health Department and Building
Permits.
Interested parties may submit comments
to Planning and Zoning Administrator, 209
E Chapman St, Ely, MN, 55731, 226-5475,
pzadmin@ely.mn.us, or in person at the
public hearing.

CITY OF ELY

Public Hearing for Proposed
Use: PROFESSIONAL
OFFICES in AFU Building
Residential R-2 Zone
The City of Ely Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing on Wednesday October
16th, 2019 at 6:10 pm in the 2nd Floor Board
Room of City Hall to gather public input
in consideration of a request made by E.
Chapman Properties, LLC for a Conditional
Use Permit (CUP) for a PROFESSIONAL
OFFICES including medical, legal and potential non-residential substance use disorder treatment services Licensed under MN
Statutes, Chapter 245G proposed at the
AFU Building 111 S. 4th Avenue East Ely
MN. Parcel #030-0370-02920.
The AFU Building is in a Residential (R-2)
Zone. Per the City of Ely Code Sec. 11.40
will require a Conditional Use Permit for
PROFESSIONAL OFFICES including medical, legal and potential non-residential substance use disorder treatment services.
The CUP, if granted, will set conditions of
operations on any owner’s use of this property, including parking, and will limit operations
to low impact services and will ensure that
those operations are residentially-compatible
with the neighborhood, adjacent school populations, and with the City as a whole.
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All activities must also comply with applicable State Health Department and Building
Permits.

KUGLER TOWNSHIP

Interested parties may submit comments
to Planning and Zoning Administrator, 209
E Chapman St, Ely, MN, 55731, 226-5475,
pzadmin@ely.mn.us, or in person at the
public hearing.

NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING
The Kugler Town Board will hold their regular
monthly meeting on Monday, October 21,
2019 at 6 p.m. at the town hall.
Julie Suihkonen, Town Clerk
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Read It Here!
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EMPLOYMENT
Steger Mukluks Factory Hiring
We have one permanent, full-time production
position open in the Stuffing and Lasting
Dept.
Requirements: Eye for detail and good quality. Must be able to lift 50 pounds. Must have
strong hands and arms. Must have valid driver’s license. Will train.
For pay and benefit information please fill out
an application at the Steger Mukluks Factory
located at 100 Miners Drive, Ely, MN - Open
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday
Equal Opportunity Employer

tfn

POSITION OPENING-ISD #696,
ELY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Assistant Hockey Coach for
the 2019-2020 school year
Stipend: $2,460.00. Application to include:
district application form, available online at
www.ely.k12.mn.us, click on District then
on Job Openings or at the District Office,
current resume; background check required.
Return application to: ISD No. 696, Attn:
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN
55731. Application deadline: October 16,
2019. 10/11

Published in the Timberjay, Oct. 4, 11, & 18, 2019

Engineering Technician
(Hibbing)
Apply by 10/18/19

Electronic Systems Technician
Apply by 10/18/19

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422
Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer

Don’t Miss a
Single Issue
Subscribe Today

10/11

(218) 753-2950

EMPLOYMENT

Care Center

Business Office

Care
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Adult
Day Services
Hospital
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Hospital
Business
Full Time
TimeUnit
& Office
1 Clerk
Casual
Radiologic
Techat
Part
(HUC)
(Wage starting

PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
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PT Unit
Nursing
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TimeClerk/Nursing
Adult
Day Services
Assistant
PT
Assistant
(Mon-Fri
9am-3pm/Wage
starting
at $15.42/hr.)
Casual
Restorative
Nursing
Assistant
~Current
NA certification
and/or
EMT

$15.42/hr.NA registry and/or
certification)
Casual Radiologic
Tech EMT
(weekends
only)

PT
Unit Clerk/Nursing
Assistant
FT(sign-on
Central
Supplywage
Assistant/Staffing
starting
at $15.42/hr.)
~CurrentbonusNA certification
and/or
EMT
PTCoordinator-Scheduler
RN/LPN (sign-on bonus)

(Wage
starting
at $12.43/hr.)
FT
& PT
Housekeeper
Casual
Radiologic
Tech (weekends only)

Care
Center
Hospital
Central
PT
NursingSupply/Nursing
Assistant
Central Supply/Nursing
Activities
Imaging

FT
Supply
Assistant/Staffing
Full
Time Radiologic
Tech
PT Central
Activities
Assistant
FullCoordinator-Scheduler
Time Imaging Manager (sign-on bonus)

Dietary
Rehabilitation
Activities
PT Dietary Aide/Cook

FT
Physical
Therapist
(sign-on bonus)
PT
Activities
Assistant
Casual
Dietary
Aide/Cook

Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Imaging
Dietary
Full
and
Part-Time
Dietary
Aide/CookTech
Full
Time
& 1 Casual
Radiologic
Environmental
Services
Environmental
Services
Casual Environmental
Tech I
Full
TimeLaundry
and Casual
Housekeeper
Casual
Aide
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(Wage starting at $12.43/hr.)

FT & PT Housekeeper
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Casual Laundry Aide
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Dietary

PT Dietary
Aide/Cook Operations
FT
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Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Maintenance

FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach
readers
of all three
editions
every week.

Call 753-2950
to place
yours now!

LOCAL DELIVERY DRIVER

Wanted: Local Delivery Driver for fuel oil
and propane for the Ely/Tower/Virgina/Cook
service area. Class B license required with
6 months driving experience in a similar
sized delivery vehicle or tractor trailer. Must
have or be willing to procure hazmat and
tanker endorsements. Full-time, year-round
position. Full benefits with medical. Apply to
Edwards Oil, 820 Hoover Rd N, Virginia, MN;
edwardsoilandpropane.com; or on the web at
indeed.com. 10/25

Dental Hygienist
Job Opportunity
Ely Family Dental is looking for a full-time
dental hygienist to add to our team. Individual
must be highly motivated, team player,
detailed oriented and treat patients as if they
were family. Perio background a plus. Full job
description available upon request. We offer
competitive benefits and pay. Questions, call
218-365-3565.

Please send your resume to
cchoppdentistry@gmail.com

10/18
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting business in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

BUILDING
SERVICES
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

Classifieds run in all 3 editions
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today – 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

Lake Vermilion
Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina • Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel • Live Bait

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

Two locations
to
NAPA
PARTS
serve you locally:
CENTER,
INC.
45NAPA
E. Chapman
Street
PARTS

ELY INC.
CENTER,
365-3132
45 E. Chapman Street
ELYAUTO
TOWER
DAY
CARE
365-3132
PARTS

PJ’s DAYCARE- Located in
515 Openings
Main Street
Soudan.
for ages
infant to age 10. Hours 6am –
6pm. Paige Olson and Jesse
Hinkel,
Licensed
515operators.
Main Street
through the State of Minnesota.
CPR and First Aid Certified.
For more information, contact
Paige Olson at 218-780-7217
or email paige-hinkel41@
gmail.com.

TOWER AUTO
TOWER
PARTS
753-2724
TOWER
753-2724

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open MondayFriday 8:30 – 6:30. 218-6665594. tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their families in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more information, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

LICENSE
BUREAU
COOK
AREA
LICENSE
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5,
FastTrack Title Service-MVRDNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals.
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at
www.pfremmerrealty.com. tfn
FOR
SALE:
Home/cabin
on
Fabian
Bay,
Lake
Vermilion, 2150 Birch Point
Rd. 3 BR, 1 BA, large LR –
18’x24’, sandy beach, nice lot
– 100’x200’ lot, 2-stall garage,
2 sheds. $329,000. Call for
showing, 218-749-3321 or 218290-0339. 10/11p

CABIN CLOSING
SERVICES
CABIN
CLOSING/
WINTERIZING SERVICES.
Call or text 715-220-9988,
leave a message. 10/11p

SNOW REMOVAL
VERMILION
SNOW
MANAGEMENT- Serving the
entire Lake Vermilion area.
Roads, Driveways & Sidewalks.
Free estimates, insured. tj@
vermilionsnowmanagement.
com or 218-290-0966. Online
at vermilionsnowmanagement.
com. tfn

WELL DRILLING

• PUMPS
• WELLS
• HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 3656745. tfn

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUSMeetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

FOR SALE
MARATHON NON-METALLIC
ELECTRIC WATER HEATERthat will NEVER rust. 50 gallon capacity. Super-insulated,
energy saver. Same model currently sold by Home Depot for
$1,192 with lifetime warranty.
Your price $200. 218-984-3951
Embarrass.
Veterans on the Lake Resort
PASTIE SALE! $7.00 each.
Pre-order by Oct. 21. Pick-up
at resort Oct. 24 & 25, between
9am - 4pm. To order, call 218365-6900 or call Terri at 218365-5589. 10/11

HELP WANTED
PT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for
Lake Vermilion Trail Joint
Powers Board. Position description and information can be
found on www.lakevermiliontrail.org and www.facebook.
com/lakevermiliontrail. 9/27,
10/11
SUBWAY IN ELY- Now hiring
all shifts, part-time. Apply at the
store or online at www.mysubwaycareer.com. 10/25

WILD GAME

GAME
PROCESSING
Bear • Deer

Tower, MN • 218-290-6423
Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

Store

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
NEW Fall Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-4 PM
P R O V E N

Storage • Complete Service • Sales

www.shamrocklanding.com

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

ELY
CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.

No Mechanics on Sunday

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457

SUPPORT
GROUPS

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

Boat Sales & Repairs • Boat & Motor Rentals
RV Sites • Marina Slips • Boat Storage
Service Hours: M-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-4, Sun 9-3

Centrally Located On

218-744-1788

Two locations to
serve you locally:

218-993-2214
Marina Services

Ice Cream Cones • Clothing & Gifts • Gas & Bait
Store Open: 7 days a week 8 AM-7 PM

MARINE

Superior Quality
• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

MARINE

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

SUPPORT
GROUPS
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPAre you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to anyone affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.
BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the
Babbitt Assembly of God
Church.
VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.
AA
OPEN
MEETINGThursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.
MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas”
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12
Steps. For women seeking help
and hope to recover from any
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food,
gambling etc. Every Thursday
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church. Come join us! Q: 218235-3581.
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)
HIV/AIDS? For confidential
compassionate local support
call the Rural AIDS Action
Network, toll-free 1-888-647RAAN(7226).
CREDIT REPAIR SCAMS“Credit problems? No problem!”
No way. A poor credit history
takes time to repair, no matter what anybody claims. The
Federal Trade Commission
says no company can remove
accurate or timely information
from your credit report. Learn
more about managing credit
and debt at ftc.gov/credit. A
message from The Timberjay
and the FTC.

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771
Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair
• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation
See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,
Tower MN 55790

Read us online at

timberjay.com

218-753-2950
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting
Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and
professional services assuring
peace of mind for our
customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products
along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every
closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist
VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

TIME to INSULATE for winter!
WE CARRY
Johns Manville
INSULATION

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.
FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations.

Carl Anderson

Cell 218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over
46 Years!

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Seal Out THE COLD!
10% OFF ALL!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS
1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

FrOst King
WindOW insuLAtOr Kits
& stripping

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation
Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling
Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

VERMILION LUMBER

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344

218-753-2230

Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits
to support all your needs.

Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220

302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE
(218) 666-5352

www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com

PROPERTIES

NORTH

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

612-834-5769 (Cell)

Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest

TM

www.yourwildernest.com

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!
www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com

Tower: 218-753-8985

Lake Country
218-757-3233

#137046 ORR 2 BR, 1 BA cabin within 1
mile of public access on Myrtle Lake. Cabin
is 700 sq ft with interior finishing in pine.
Includes garage and storage shed. Cabin
being sold furnished. $62,500
##136835 VIRGINIA 4 BR, 2.5 BA home.
Several updates including 200 amp electric
plumbing, steam conversion to natural gas
has been done! Plus much more. $39,900
#138390 LAKE VERMILION This yearround home in Frazer Bay has 3 BR,
3 BAs on a level lot. Loft with rec room,
open kitchen, dining room and living room
with fireplace. Garage has potential rec
room apartment above. 1.3 acres and 110
ft shoreline with sandy swim area and wet
boathouse. $559,000
#135550 LAKE VERMILION Black Bay
Lot 9, 2.7 acres with 300 ft lakeshore. Nice
tree cover with conifers and deciduous trees.
Large white pines near the water. $143,000

www.TheLakeCountry.com

Biwabik - $434,999

4 BR, 5 BA home near Giants Ridge with
access to Wynne Lake. MLS#136331

Lake Vermilion, Orr - $750,000

4 BR home on 60 acres with 2,000 ft of
shoreline. MLS#135533

Ash Lake - $125,000

Furnished lake cabin on 8 acres with 388 ft
of shoreline. MLS#138374

Elbow Lake - $159,000

530 ft of shoreline on 3.83 acres with
towering pines. MLS#136256

Lake Vermilion - $137,500

3.2 acres on Lake Vermilion with 204 ft of
shoreline. MLS#136286
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