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TACONITE MINING

Northshore idies ore production

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

BABBITT— Nearly 500
Iron Range mineworkers are
on now on layoff as a result of
a slowdown in the steel market
stemming from the COVID-19
pandemic.

Cleveland-Cliffs Inc.
announced on Monday that
it would idle two of its iron

Layoffs stem from COVID-19 pandemic, could last all summer

ore operations, including the
Northshore Mine located near
Babbitt. The layoffs were effec-
tive this week at Northshore and
will take effect later this month
at the Tilden Mine in Michigan.

For now, the company is
projecting that the Northshore
mine could restart production

in August, although that would
be subject to change depending

on market conditions. Much of
the iron ore produced by the
Northshore Mine is used in U.S.
automotive production, which
has been almost entirely shut
down in recent weeks as a result
of the current pandemic.

The Northshore Mine
includes a mine site and pre-

liminary processing facility near
Babbitt, with finish processing
and shipping conducted at Silver
Bay. Combined, the two sites
employ about 570 workers.
About 100 workers are expected
to remain on the job during the

See..IDLE pg. 8

COVID-19
Is the worst
behind us?

Model uncertainty
yields differing results

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL— Details
of the Minnesota COVID-19
model used to inform deci-
sion-making about arange of
coronavirus mitigation strate-
gies contain a thread common
to all such models being
bandied about in the media
these days: uncertainty.

“I will remind you there
is lots of uncertainty in
inputs,” MDH health econ-
omist Stefan Gildemeister
said Friday during a video-
conference with members of
the statewide press. “Every
assumption, every data point,
every research piece that
underlies this has some uncer-
tainty associated with it, and
that affects the outcomes on
the back end.”

Decision-makers, media,
and citizens all want to know
when COVID-19 infections
will peak, when stay-at-home
orders can end, and business
and life can start returning to
normal. Which prompts many
of us to latch onto specific
dates and specific numbers
thatappearin various models.
Butthat’s not whatepidemio-
logical models are designed to
do, according to state health

See..MODEL pg. 7

SEASONAL CELEBRATION

Above, Jackson, Charlotte and Sawyer

Hegman greet their grandfather at
Carefree Living in Ely last Friday.
photo by K. Vandervort

At top, Silas, Seija and Sadie Snyder,

of Soudan, look for Easter eggs in
their backyard. photo by S. Ukkola

During the Cook Easter parade
Dan Manick’s grandsons rode
their bikes to visit the Easter
bunny. photo by B. Smith

EVENTS

LOST SUMMER

Blueberry/Art Festival,
other events on shelf

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Ely’s largest tourist event, the
annual Blueberry/Art Festival, planned for
July 24-26, has been canceled, one of many
events in the area shelved for the summer as
residents and visitors continue to shelter in
place out of an abundance of caution over the
COVID-19 pandemic sweeping the globe.

The Ely
Chamber of
Commerce
notified their
members and
the Ely busi-
ness commu-
nity late last
week that all of their events are canceled
through the month of August due to caution
over the coronavirus.

The Blueberry/Art Festival traditionally
draws thousands of visitors to the area.

According a weekly business newsletter
sent by email last Friday afternoon, and
first reported by the Timberjay, Chamber
Executive Director Eva Sebesta’s notice said,
“We’ve watched the Minnesota Department
of Health news carefully for predictions of
the COVID-19 peak. The Stay-at-Home
orders have helped slow the spread of the
virus, however, the predicted peak begins in
late May and runs through late July. With
this news in mind, we are compelled, for the
sake of public health and safety, to cancel all
Chamber events through August.”

“While the event cancellation announce-
ment may appear premature, other commu-
nities are following suit and canceling events

See...ELY pg. 8

CITY OF TOWER

Hoodoo Point Campground will partially open Mav 1

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

TOWER — Hoodoo Point
Campground will be open
for business for seasonal RV
campers beginning May 1 based
on city council action here on
Monday. At the same time, the

council tabled a decision until
later this month on whether to
open the city-owned facility to
monthly RV users. The council
is hoping by that time to know
whether Gov. Tim Walz will
extend his stay-at-home order
to combat the COVID-19 pan-
demic past May 4.

The lengthy discussion
was just part of a three-and-
a-half-hour-long meeting that
was hampered throughout by
technical glitches with the
GoToMeeting online platform
that was carrying the remote
meeting. It wasn’t the first time
the council had met remotely

during the current pandemic,
but the technical issues were
greater this time than during
earlier attempts. At one point,
Mayor Orlyn Kringstad lost
his connection to the meeting,
requiring Acting Mayor Rachel

See..TOWER pg. 7
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We are closed due to ongoing concern for our staff & customers.
We can be reached by email or phone 365-6745 for special
deliveries in the area or for sidewalk pick up at our door
if needed. Our staff continues to be employed
working at home and occasionally in the offices.
Thanks for your continued support everyone.

Steve, Nancy and Elli

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com
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Vermilion Dream Quilters canceled
May 7

REGIONAL- Due to the Governor’s stay-at-
home extension, the Vermilion Dream Quilters will
not meet on May 7 as originally planned. Further
updates will follow as events take place.

Ruby’s Pantry for April 25 canceled

BABBITT- Ruby’s Pantry, scheduled to be
held April 25 at the Babbitt location, has been
canceled due to COVID-19. We apologize for any
inconvenience.

Sons of Norway cancels all events
through August

REGIONAL- Sons of Norway Haarfager
Lodge 40 is canceling all events until September
including Syttende Mail banquet, Memorial
Service in June and our annual picnic. Meetings
will resume in September if permitted.

Free online mental health peer
support groups for individuals and

families

REGIONAL- NAMI Minnesota (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) sponsors a variety of
online peer support groups for adults and young
adults living with a mental illness, their families,
friends, spouses/partners, as well as parents of chil-
dren and teens. Led by trained peer facilitators, the
support groups help individuals and families learn
coping skills and find strength through sharing their
experiences.

When joining an online group, please add only
your first name. Also, the groups are specifically
for those individuals suggested by the group’s title.
For example, Family Support Group is only for
family members and NAMI Connection is only for
those who live with a mental illness and are over
18 years old, etc. Find a complete listing of group
meetings and how to join in by going to namimn.
org and clicking on “Support Groups” or go
straight to https://namimn.org/support/nami-minne-
sota-support-groups/.

$8 Cotton with 4-Ties * $6 Cotton with Ear-Elastic

218-235-1377

scarletstone60@gmail.com
Created in compliance with CDC guidelines
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by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

FIELD TWP-
Immanuel Lutheran of
Towerand Trinity Lutheran
in Cook celebrated Easter
Sunday with a joint drive-
in service at the North
Woods School parking
lot. Almost 100 vehicles
attended. Attendees stayed
in their cars with the
windows rolled up. Pastor
Liz Cheney and Pastor
Erika Foss led the service.

“The Drive-In
Worship was a wonder-
ful way to be together
in the safest and most
responsible way as we
continue in Minnesota’s

Stay at Home order,” said  [iif

Cheney. “Everyone was
contained to their vehi-
cles and worshiped with
those with them [in their
car], and yet we were all
together.”

Cheney said the
feeling at the service was
“a strange together yet
apart” experience, and
that those who attended
enjoyed the opportunity to
worship together on Easter
morning.

“It felt as “normal” as

WORSHIP

Drive-in Easter service attracts a crowd

Pastors Erika Foss (left) and Liz Cheney (right) led a drive-in Easter
Service at the North Woods School parking lot on Easter Sunday.
Attendees all stayed in their cars, with windows closed.

photo courtesy of Erika Foss.

we can get it right now,”
she said. The service was
also live streamed on both
of the churches’ Facebook
pages.

“As a pastor who
has been leading worship

alone and in an empty
sanctuary for the last few
weeks, it was so great to
be able to partner with
our sister church Trinity
in Cook and work with
Pastor Foss,” said Cheney.

The two churches may
schedule another drive-in
service for Pentecost on
May 31, if worship is not
back to normal by then.
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REGIONAL The
Friends of the Saint Paul
Public Library, and the
Minnesota Center for
the Book, announce the
launch of One Book - One
Minnesota, a new state-
wide book club that will
invite Minnesotans of all
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Stop by your local Ace store, or visit us here [ £ @

Visit acehardware.com to find
your local participating Ace.

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS
Prices Good Through April 28, 2020

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
A8 E. Chapman St, Ely * 218-365-3129
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Childran's
Miraciy Network

ages to read a common
title and come together
virtually to enjoy, reflect,
and discuss. Presented
in partnership with State
Library Services, a divi-
sion of the Minnesota
Department of Education,
the program aims to bring
Minnesotans together
during a challenging time
and highlight the role of
libraries as community
connectors. The inaugural
title for the program is
“Because of Winn-Dixie”,
by Minnesota author Kate
DiCamillo (Candlewick
Press).

All Minnesotans will
be invited to participate
in a statewide virtual dis-
cussion with the author
in May.

The first One Book

choice, “Because of Winn-
Dixie”, is currently cele-
brating its 20th anniversary
of publication. Program
coordinators selected the
book for its broad appeal.
It is geared for youth and
is commonly part of the
fourth-grade curriculum
inschools around the state,
but it’s accessible across
age groups.

Kate DiCamillo
expressed her excitement
in her recent introduction
video. “I’m so thrilled
that my book, “Because of
Winn-Dixie”, is the very
first book for One Book
- One Minnesota. Stories
connect us, and I’'m so
happy to be connected with
all of you through story.”

“Because of Winn-
Dixie” will be available

on multiple platforms.
Readers can access the
digital book for free on
Ebooks Minnesota for
eight weeks. Hard copies
of the book will be avail-
able through Red Balloon
Bookshop and other inde-
pendent stores across the
state, as well as public
libraries as social distanc-
ing allows. The public will
be encouraged to visit their
local library’s website for
information on the book
and virtual discussions.
Links to resources for
libraries and schools can
be found at thefriends.
org/onebook, or check
the website for your local
library.

Preserving COVID-19 experiences
and photos for the future

St. Louis County Historical Society seeks input from residents

REGIONAL- As the
COVID-19 pandemic
rages, the St. Louis County
Historical Society is com-
mitted to saving today’s
history for tomorrow’s
generations.

“A year from now,
are we going to remember
whatit felt like to be afraid
of touching door handles or
grocery store carts?” asked
Charley Langowski, the
SLCHS curator. “We must
save the stories of how our
lives changed and how we
adapted. Future genera-
tions will want to know.”

The historical society
is encouraging people to
think about how COVID-
19 has directly affected
their lives and what arti-
facts will help tell their
story. Possible artifacts
include diaries, mask pat-
terns, recipes for home-

H—zm"w-—sn.-.—-vﬂ Jeep
Shop 24/ 7 for options, prices and photos at www.hibbingchrysler.us

RAM

1-877-HIBBING * 218-263-7700 - 1321 E. 39th St., Hibbing, MN 55746

made hand sanitizers,
distance-learning lesson
plans, social distancing
signs, quarantine crafts
and more.

Since those items are
still in use, the SLCHS is
notaccepting artifact dona-
tions at this time. However,
Langowski urged people
to start thinking about the
types of items they would
want to show their family
members 50 or 100 years
from now.

“Any donation we
accept (in the future)
must include provenance
— why it was important,
how it was used, and what
part of life it reflected,”
Langowskisaid. “Thatcan
only be defined by thinking
about our lives and the
ways they have changed.”

The following ques-
tions will help people
determine which artifacts
can help tell their personal
story:

» How has this pan-
demic affected you and
your family?

» Are you social dis-
tancing? If not, why not?

» Whatmovies, books
or music are you enjoying?
Are you binge-watching
TV series?

> Are you cooking

more? Have you discov-
ered any new recipes?
Are you baking sourdough
bread?

» How have business
closings affected you?

> Are you working
from home now? Or are
you searching for a job?

» How are your chil-
dren dealing with distance
learning, high stress levels
and general uncertainties?

» Do youhave afront-
line or essential worker in
your family? How has that
affected your family?

People are sharing
their COVID-19 stories
and photos on social media.
Those posts can be shared
with the SLCHS in three
ways: Tag the society by
adding @thehistorypeo-
ple; Email Langowski at
charlene @thehistorypeo-
ple.org; Mail items to St.
Louis County Historical
Society, 506 W Michigan
St.#9,Duluth, MN 55802.

Tolearnabout SLCHS,
visit www.thehistorypeo-
ple.org and facebook.com/
stlouiscountyhistorical-
society.
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ELY - The International
Wolf Center will defer bringing
in two wolf pups until 2021 due
to significant concerns for staff
and volunteer health during the
COVID-19 outbreak.

“This was a difficult deci-
sion and I'm sure it will be
disappointing for many of you,”
said Executive Director Grant
Spickelmier. “The process
of bringing in wolf pups and
socializing them is intensive
and involves several staff and
volunteers providing 24-hour
care and monitoring over several
weeks in May and June, right
when the peak of COVID-19
cases is anticipated to occur in
Minnesota.”

After review of staffing,
facilities, and what Wolf Center

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL - Current and
former customers of Frontier
Communications may be eligi-
ble for rebates or bill credits for
certain past service quality and
reliability problems, according
to the Minnesota Department of
Commerce.

Commerce officials are
urging those who might be eligi-
ble to act fast,however, because
the settlement claim period lasts
90 days, beginning on April 13
and ending July 20, 2020.

“Thousands of Minnesotans
across the state may be entitled
to rebates or bill credits from
this settlement,” said Commerce
Commissioner Steve Kelley.
“Current and former Frontier
customers should review the
settlement categories soon to

NO EXTENSIONS NEEDED

Both Federal and MN governments have
extended the income tax deadline to
July 15, 2020. No extensions necessary.

PESHEL

ACCOUNTING

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89 | Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

staff currently knows about the
coronavirus and its ability to
spread, Spickelmier said it was
determined that the potential
health risks to center staff and
volunteers were too high to
justify moving forward this year.

According to Spickelmier,
the pups had been scheduled
to come from the Wildlife
Science Center, an education
and research organization in
Forest Lake.

“The pups will now remain
at their facility and be incorpo-
rated into their wolf program,”
he said. “The Wolf Center plans
to provide financial support to
the Wildlife Science Center to
help with pup care and hopes to
obtain pups from themin 2021.”

Typically, adding pups on

WOLF AMBASSADORS

Wolf Genter won’t add new pups as planned

Ely facility will delay addition of pups until 2021 in response to COVID 19 outbreak

R

Right: Pups at the Wolf Center
have always been a draw for
visitors, for obvious reasons.
submitted

a four-year cycle to the Wolf
Center’s pack of ambassador
wolves helps maintain pack
dynamics.

“Since two pups will not be
brought in this year as planned,
Wolf Center staff are develop-
ing a new management plan to
support the Ambassador Pack
until pups canbe added in 2021,”
he said.

The Ambassador Pack of
wolves is just one way that
the Wolf Center teaches the
world about wolves. During
this pandemic, free online pro-
gramming is being offered to
students and adults throughout

the world. More information on
that programming can be found
at wolf.org.

The Ely center tentatively
plans toreopen on Friday,May 8,

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Apply now for rehates, credits on Frontier service

see if they qualify. The window
to make claims is open now
through July.”

Applications for refund or
bill credit have been mailed
to Frontier customers and are
also available online at https://
frontier.com/forms/minneso-
ta-bill-credit.

The Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission ordered
the rebates and bill credits,
consistent with negotiated terms
reached between the Minnesota
Department of Commerce and
Frontier, following a lengthy
investigation into a wide range
of service complaints from
customers across Minnesota. A
Timberjay investigation in late
2017 sparked the state probe
into Frontier’s deficient service

quality.

Customers of Frontier and
Citizens Telecommunications of
MN, LLC, collectively referred
to as Frontier, should have
received notice from Frontier
in bill inserts and direct mail
starting this past week.

“It is important to note that
both current and past Frontier
customers may be eligible,”
added Kelley.

The complaints, investiga-
tion and settlementresulted in the
following categories for which
a former or current Frontier
customer may claim a refund
or bill credit.

» Telephone was out-of-
service and not restored within
24 hours.

» Incorrect billing for

service related to vacation rate.
> Late fees charged for

phone service despite bill being

paid on or before due date.

> Frontier did not cancel
telephone service upon request,
resulting in additional charges.

» Charged toreceive a paper
bill for telephone service.

» Charged for three-way
calling without subscribing to
the service.

> Wrongly charged for
directory assistance or411 calls.

» Charged an early termi-
nation fee on or after January 1,
2016, without having signed an
agreement.

> Inappropriately charged
fees to reconnect telephone
service.

» Telephone disconnected

i

but that will depend on the latest
recommendations from the state,
Spickelmier said. The center is
scheduled to open seven days a
week starting May 18.

Minnesota customers urged to apply before July 20 deadline

without proper notice.

> Refusal to install local
telephone service.

» Inability to use the tele-
phone due to static, cross talk,
or other notice.

» Installation delay of more
than three business days for
primary local service line.

» Same trouble on the same
line within 30 days.

> Frontier missed a repair
appointment for telephone
service.

» Customer service rep-
resentation claimed no trouble
report exists from an earlier call
regarding the same phone issue.

The Commerce Department
continues to investigate Frontier
and is likely to order additional
credits in the future.

218-365-2424

In Accordance With Governor Walz’s
Executive Order, Our Sales Deptartment
Is OPEN By Appointment Only!

Our Parts and Service Departments are open
NORMAL HOURS. Please call 218-666-5901

2020 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT
AWD Sport Edition

MSRP $36,215
Sale Price $30,419

SAVE $5,796 OR CHOOSE 0%
APR+ No Payments for 120 Days**

2020 CHEVROLET BLAZER RS AWD

MSRP $50,965
Sale Price $45,699

SAVE $5,266

DISCLOSURES

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT
4x4 Crew Cab Allstar Edition
MSRP $51,115

Sale Price $42,110

SAVE $9,005 OR CHOOSE
0% APR+ No Payments for 120 Days™*

*On approved credit with GM Financial. Available terms up to 84 months.
Not compatible with some other offers. Take delivery from dealer stock by
04/30/2020. Restrictions apply see dealer for details.

BOAT

WORKS

SPRING SALE

| WEESTIRe
CALL, TEXT OR S'l'tll'ﬁr 53 000
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aronsonboatworks.com
aronsonboatworks@frontiernet.net

(218) 753-4190
6143 Pike Bay Drive
Tower MN 55790

If you have signs or symptoms relating to COVID-19, please utilize one of the
triage procedures listed below before presenting to our emergency room.
They will inform you if you need to present to the emergency room.

HUGE PRE-OV D SAVINGS!

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LD....LOW MILES.....$28,990
2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD...GM CERTIFIED!... $22,990
2018 FORD ESCAPE SE AWD......PANORAMIC SUNROOF!. $18,590
2017 RAM 1500 BIGHORN CREW CAB....HEMI POWER!...$28,990
2017 SUBARU FORESTER PREMIUM AWD....CLEAN

LOCAL TRADEL......couiitiiiieiereircireccn e $20,990
2017 JEEP COMPASS HIGH ALTITUDE....WINTER PKG!... $16,990
2017 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT...LOW MILESL...................... $14,990

2016 FORD F-150 XLT SUPERCAB 4X4.....LOW MILES!....$28,990
2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LTZ..\WELL EQUIPPED!.. $21,990
2014 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LTZ ....LOADED 7 SEATER!..$20,990
2012 CHEVROLET TAHOE 4X4 SSV....POLICE PKGL.......... $10,990
2010 DODGE DAKOTA BIGHORN 4X4....LOW MILESL........ $13,990

The Cook Hospital has partnered with these facilities below to offer
COVID-19 Telephone and Online Triage Services for our patients.

Fairview Range Phone Triage
Nurse triage line: 218-362-6682
Staffed hours: 7:30 am - 5 pm

MHealth Fairview:
https://oncare.org/

https://slhduluth.zipnosis.com/

St Luke’s:

WASGHKE FAMILY . . E E
QS CHEVROLETe COOK

Husmen Koo Bl Chidn
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN « 218-666-5901 * 1-800-238-4545

ni

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
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Minnesota leads

A clear and effective response to
COVID-19 has helped keep the state safe

e suspect few
Minnesotans
jumped for joy at Gov.
Walz’s decision last week
to extend his stay-at-home
order through May 4.
Efforts to slow the spread
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic are inconvenient,
are costing jobs, and are
having a significantimpact
to the state’s economy.
But it’s hard to argue
with success, and that’s
what we’ve experienced so
farin Minnesota, where the
rate of new infection from
the COVID-19 virus is the
lowestamong the 50 states.
While Minnesotans
can all take credit for
demonstrating the kind
of prudence that’s helped
to keep the virus under
control here, we also
need to credit sound lead-
ership from Gov. Tim
Walz as well as from the
public health experts at
the Department of Health
and the University of
Minnesota. They took
effective action early and,
by doing so,demonstrated
that the COVID-19 virus,
as contagious and danger-
ous as it is, can be kept
within a degree of control.
The timeline of the
disease here in Minnesota
helps to demonstrate that.
March 7: First con-
firmed case in the state.

March 13: Walz
declares state of emer-
gency.

March 18: Walzcloses
state’s schools and restau-
rants and bars.

March27: Walzissues
stay-at-home order.

Essentially, in less
than two and a half weeks
from the time the state saw
its first confirmed case of
the COVID-19 virus, state
officials had all but essen-
tial workers in the state
confined to their homes.

While many other
states took these steps,
and in some cases before
Minnesota, virtually none
did so before the disease
had already begunto spread
widely in their states. By
taking prompt action, and
by communicating with
Minnesotans clearly and
with the required urgency,
Gov. Walz has made an
effective case and call to
action during his regular
briefings. Minnesotans
have clearly understood
the governor’s message
and the vast majority are

complying with his order.

At the same time,
state officials have moved
quickly to bring funding to
health care providers and
emergency medical ser-
vices around Minnesota.
As we report this week,
numerous hospitals,
clinics, and ambulance
services right in our area
have benefitted from this
emergency funding to
ensure they’ll have the
resources necessary to
serve the potential surge
in caseloads anticipated
as a result of the pandem-
ic. State officials aren’t
waiting for the federal
government to get its act
together. Instead, they are
tapping the state’s reserve
funds to make this funding
available,recognizing that
local health care providers
can’t take it all on them-
selves.

The state is also pro-
viding well-timed assis-
tance for small businesses
hard hit by closures and
the stay-at-home order.
Those funds, provided
through the Department
of Employment and
Economic Development,
are just the right size
for many of the smallest
businesses in the state, i.e.
the ones that will have the
toughest time recovering
from the economic impact
of closures or econom-
ic slowdowns. They’re
available through local
nonprofit lenders like the
Entrepreneur Fund and
the Northland Foundation
and they’re helping hun-
dreds of businesses right
in our area. While there
are federal programs as
well, most small business-
es are going to find it far
easier and faster to work
through the state process.
Media reports are already
pointing to an avalanche of
applications to the federal
programs that could easily
delay access to funds
for many businesses for
months.

It all adds up to a
coordinated response that
is addressing the needs of
the public’s health, our
health care service sector,
and Minnesota business-
es. At a time when folks
like to complain about
government, Minnesota is
showing that at least here,
in the North Star State, we
still know how to “get ‘er
done.”
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Letters from Readers

Howling at the moon
brought us together

I howled at the full moon
earlier this month and was
answered by about ten people in
my neighborhood. This “Howl
from Home” experience was
created by Adam Bisbee of the
International Wolf Center. People
went outside at 9:35 p.m. and
howled, waiting to hear others
respond. What a thrill to hear lots
of people on the east end of Ely
also howling.

Howling was forme arelease
of anxiety, worry, and fear. I felt
an immediate sense of relief.
Knowing that my neighbors were
in this together with me filled my
heart. These kinds of community
efforts are just what we need in
this difficult time.

Carol Orban

Ely

Local clinics are
here for you

Your local clinics want you
to know that they are here to meet
your health care needs despite the
need to social distance during the
coronavirus pandemic.  Your
health care needs do not wait for
pandemics to end and neither does
your health care team. Essentia
Health, Scenic Rivers and the
Ely Free Clinic are all scheduling
appointments as usual with the
option of phone and video visits
from the comfort of your own
home available for many visits
including chronic care such as
checking up on your diabetes,
heartdisease,depression,asthma,
COPD and other chronic health
care needs, well child visits and
annual exams toreview preventa-
tive needs. Remote visits can also
assess a variety of new illnesses
and concerns and are also being
offered by all area mental health
providers.

The Essentia Health team
can help you with any technology
needs you might have to get you
meeting with a clinic provider.
Just schedule the appointment
using your usual method, either
through MyHealth or by calling

365-7900. Theyre here for you.

Scenic Rivers in Tower and
Cook continues to offer medical
appointments, behavioral health
appointments, and emergency
dental care at this time, with many
appointments from the comfort
of your own home. Please call
218-753-2405 for questions or
to schedule.

The Ely Free Clinic is open
for phone or on-line visits for all
basic medical evaluations, con-
sultations. and refilling prescrip-
tions. They are also processing
health insurance applications
during the open renewal period
with MNsure through April 21
and continuing beyond then for
MA and MinnesotaCare. Contact
the Free Clinic at 218-248-5776.

Heidi Favet, CHW

Care Team Leader

Essentia Health Ely

Be wary of extension
on Community Center

Theownersofthe Community
Center are seeking an extension
of nine years to bring their plan
to fruition. I recommend that the
city council not grant the exten-
sion. I have doubts about their
ability to finance reconstruction
and maintenance of the building.

More importantly, I think
the historic repurposing of the
building by the community can
better serve Ely.

The K America Foundation
is a tax-exempt organization that
does not and will not ever pay
property taxes to Ely.

The Community Center is an
extraordinarily valuable building
inanexcellentlocation. If proper-
ly repurposed,itcould continueits
role as an icon to our community.
Moreover,itcansignificantly add
to Ely’s tax base on a sustainable
basis, perhaps for forty years or
more. The additional tax revenue
would enable the city council to
lower Ely residents’ taxes and/
or permit the council to create
or improve amenities for Ely
citizens.

It is estimated that if the
building were repurposed for
apartments or condominiums
and retained the full range of
historical Art Deco artifacts, it
might cost about four million

An Easter we won't soon forget...

It was an Easter
Sunday like no other
Icanrecall. Another
morning with cold
gray skies but a
forecast predicting
“a nice day in the
Northland”. When
the sun gets high
enough to warm
things up even a
little, the pleasure
is indescribable!
Everything feels

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

more manageable,

despite COVID-19 and almost

total isolation.

Have you
noticed the fea-
tured stories about
what we’re doing
to keep busy when
we’re really limited
with what we can
do? One fellow this
morning in a radio
interview talked
about dyeing his
hair. I wondered
what color? And a
woman described
walking her cat.

“Yes”, she repeated, “my cat!”

I'must say, now three weeks into

the stay-at-home order, I’ve yet
to go off the deep end.

Oneday recently,amessage
came from the universe, “Start
sorting through all those family
photos. The ones you’ve stuffed
in sacks for years, after you got
too busy or bored with making
photo albums.” The stacks of
sacks had gotten a little daunting
for me — until this moment of
inspiration, or should I say des-
peration? Whatever. I grabbed a
bag and dug in.

The really old ones were
easy. It appeared that Mom
had done some serious culling

before she died. I did find a few
“doubles” and some that were
meaningful to her but far too
blurry for me to appreciate. I
then dove into the bag labeled
“Kathy’s Childhood”, mostly
black and white, chock full of
memories. With Easter just a
few days away, I took special
interestin “Easter Sundays Past”.
There we were, my grade school
self and siblings, in cute little
outfits, poised obediently for the
camera before being herded into
the car for Mass. My sister and I
wore white cotton gloves, straw
bonnets with little fake flowers

dollars. Coupled with the value
of the existing building and land,
the total value is likely to make
an attractive project worthy of
private financing at a time when
interest rates are historically low.
The Twin Cities has devel-
opers who have restored old
structures to meet modern day
uses. They could provide a turn-
key repurposing construction of
the Community Center.
Alternatively, the Ely area
has talented people and institu-
tions with the expertise to design,
build, market and finance the
revival of the Community Center.
Gerry Snyder
Ely

You let Trump
off too easy

Last week,one of your online
commenters wrote that your edi-
torial on President Trump’s poor
response to COVID-19 was too
long. It could have been longer
in my opinion, but it seems the
first commenter on this editorial
wasn’t satisfied with the facts
presented. Probably because they
didn’t come from Fox News,
which we all know is the only
factual news on the planet......

One fact the commenter
stated is true. Trump is bad. When
faced with his own comments as
to what he has said he denies and
he deflects, calls reporters terrible
persons for asking a question, tells
them they are sensationalizing
the news and on and on. In the
history of this President he has
stated what he will do and what
he has done and at the same time
blames the last administration
for the shape that the country
is in. He hasn’t done all that he
promised. I could go on about
that but the commenter doesn’t
like long stories.... First of all,
if he knew the national stockpile
of PPE was low then why didn’t
he do something about it? If it’s
“OUR” stockpile, then why is he
not giving it up to the hospitals
when they say they are in need?
He seems to be holding on to that
stockpile like a child who wants
all the toys in the sandbox.....

Brian LaFrenier

Embarrass

tucked in the hatbands and patent
leather “t-straps”. My brother
was in his crisp white shirt, a
tie and dress shoes. We each
had an Easter basket but they
were empty. I remember we’d
hunted foreggs that morning but
the Easter Bunny hadn’t come. I
wonder how my mom had forced
those stiff smiles we wore.

I was raised in a traditional
Irish-Catholic family where the
emphasis was more about Good
Friday than Easter. Maybe out
of my early adulthood spirit of

See EASTER...pg. 5
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Governors have
the authority to
restart economy

Recentevents have included
claims by the President that he
has absolute power to determine
how and when to restart our
economy. The response from
some including Gov. Andrew
Cuomo from New York was
emphatic and clear, that such an
idearuns counter to states’rights.

Historical precedent from
the time of the founding of the
United States atthe Constitutional
Convention in 1787 would cer-
tainly support Gov. Cuomo’s
rejection. Having recently lived
under oppressive laws from
England without a voice and
having experimented with the
Articles of Confederation which
did not work well, the founding
fathers had a lot of experience to
inform them when developing
the Constitution.

WhatthenistheConstitution?
The Constitution is a document
written in terms general or
abstract enough to retain a core
set of values yet allow changing
interpretations as called for by
the times. By binding the hands
of future generations, itintends to
preventamajority from granting
tyrannical powers to the gov-
ernment in a time of crises. It
also prevents a majority from
easily taking away the rights
of minorities. And it prevents
those in office from holding
on to power by increasing their
terms in office.

The Constitution has three

Letters from Readers

purposes. First it creates a
national government consisting
ofalegislative,anexecutive,and
a judicial branch, with a system
of checks and balances among
the three branches. Second,
it divides power between the
federal government and the
states. And third, it protects
various individual liberties of
American citizens. What seems
most relevant to who owns the
economic restart was how the
Constitution divides the power
between states and the federal
government, the concept of
states’ rights.

The language is a bit com-
plicated but can be summarized
in two parts. The first part is
from the Bill of Rights’ 10th
Amendment which basically
says that all rights and powers
not specifically reserved to
Congress are reserved by either
the states or by the people. The
second part of the dependency
comes from one of the Articles
of the Constitution stating that
all laws enacted by the state
governments must comply with
the Constitution and that federal
laws take precedence over state
laws.

While there may be laws that
will be found by the lawyers to
apply, we never have had a situa-
tion such as our current pandemic
where we purposely shut down
the economy. Responding to the
need torestrict people from gath-
ering to slow the spread of the
virus to protect the health system
from collapse and to save lives,
our President stated each state
should make their own decisions
if, how, and when to shut down

their respective state’s economy
by issuing stay at home orders
orotherdirectives as determined
on a state by state basis.

If the President thought it
appropriate to tell the governors
to make their own decisions and
take their own actions to shut
down their own economies,
woulditnotbe expected thateach
governor now would be expect-
ed to remove/reverse those
actions torestart theireconomy?
Consistent with States’ Rights, it
would be easy to conclude that
the states would also have the
right, and expectation, to restart
their economies however each
state chooses.

Keith Steva

Cook

We are well-advised
to listen to our top
public health experts

As a native Elyite, public
health and academic pulmonolo-
gistfighting many crises,I would
like to pass on my experiences
with the current leaders fighting
COVID-19.

In 1983 I was fortunate to
be a Senior Investigator at the
National Institutes of Health in
the Pulmonary Branch studying
macrophage growth factors. My
job was to elucidate how silica,
coal or asbestos caused lung
fibrosis. For six years I brought
over 500 miners and asbestos
workers to NIH for research
studies.

While making Rounds I
met Dr. Anthony Fauci who
was the incoming Director of

THEIR WAY

the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases. He
was already recognized as
the leader in fighting a new
immune deficiency that soon
was discovered to be caused
by a retrovirus, and worked
on diagnostics and treatments
for Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV). He was friendly,
enthusiastic,and extraordinarily
informed. He developed zid-
ovudine, the first anti-retroviral
treatment. I consulted on several
of his patients and performed
bronchoscopies for his treatment
protocols.

In 1989 I moved to direct
Pulmonary/Critical Care at
NYU/Bellevue where I met my
first pandemic of HIV/TB when
New York City had 20 times the
national average of tuberculosis
cases. TB spread among the
immunocompromised AIDS
patients and we had to implement
treatments to prevent multi drug
resistance and slow the epidem-
ic. The federal government
and CDC helped us build over
100 negative-pressure rooms
in Bellevue with ultraviolet
lighting in the ceiling and HEPA
filters. These rooms are now
filled with COVID-19 patients.
We all wore N95 respirators
religiously.

CDC supported case finding
and contact tracing and we
started the first public hospi-
tal directly observed therapy
program. Along with David
Ho MD at the Aaron Diamond
Research Center we found that
TB stimulated cytokine release.
The HIV virus took advantage
of these cytokines and replicat-

ed rapidly in the lungs. Much
the same is occurring with the
coronavirus althoughrespiratory
epithelial cells are also involved
in the viral pneumonia and
respiratory failure. David Ho
MD was on the cover of TIME
magazine in the 1990s after pub-
lishing the multiplication rate of
HIV. He now extrapolates that
experience to attack rate curves
for coronoavirus providing the
data to support a national shelter
in place and stay at home order.

Following HIV/TB came
the 9/11 World Trade Center
collapse and tens of thousands
adversely affected by the dust;
we developed a World Trade
Center Environmental Health
Center for respiratory care and
research at Bellevue. Nextcame
Hurricane Sandy that flooded
both Bellevue and NYU Tisch
Hospital and left us without
facilities for six months. And
then came Ebola where the
affected New York doctor was
hospitalized in Bellevue on our
TB isolation ward.

Expertise in health and envi-
ronmental crises is crucial for our
federal government to develop
policies thatsavelives. The NIH
and Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention are important
scientific resources for fighting
notonly coronoavirus but global
warming as well. From my
first-hand experience with these
scientificleaders,I can attest that
they have the knowledge and
experience to lead and we are
well advised to listen to them.

William Rom MD, MPH

Ely and New York, NY

The question that got Rudy Perpich up out of his chair

Editor’s Note: “Their
Way” is a regular column
that captures the personal
style of the many public
officials, personalities and
other people and events
covered by Bill Hanna
during his more than 31
years as reporter and editor
forthe Mesabi Daily News.

“Just who the hell is
this guy, this [ron Ranger?”
That’s

his predecessor, Wendell
Anderson.

Anderson’s personal-
ity was like a tranquil sky
at sunset after an intense
summer storm; Perpich
was the thunder-bumper.

Anderson was like
a Cosmopolitan martini
(stirred not shaken);
Perpich abeer and abump.

The dentist from
Hibbing had drilled into

Minnesota’s

what some of

political

our readership
at The Sentinel
newspaper
in Fairmont,

Minn., asked
when Rudy
Perpichassumed

the governor-
ship in 1977.
“He’sreally
different, even
odd,” readers

HANNA

conscience
when Walter
Mondale was
tapped by
Jimmy Carter
as his vice
presiden-
tial running
mate in
1976. Carter
and Mondale
W o n ;

BILL

would usually

add — sometimes with
quite more colorful
adjectives. Hey, southern
Minnesota was very heavy
Republican territory four
decades ago, even more
so than today.

I, too, was intrigued
by this rough-and-tumble
politician, whose style
sharply clashed with that of

EASTER...Continued from page 4

rebellion,I vowed to make
every holiday special when
I had kids. And so I tried!

A tradition that devel-
oped in my young family
was the annual “Coloring
of the Eggs”! My best
friend, Steph, would show
up with all the necessary
tools of the artist’s trade to
create the most extraordi-
nary eggs imaginable. An
artist] am not, but “Auntie
Steph”,having no children
of her own, indulged mine
in extremes of color and
design. My sons loved it!
Their bag of childhood
photos included many
years of them proudly
displaying their Easter
baskets brimming with
wildly colored hardboiled
eggs! One photo vividly

Anderson
then stepped down as
governor with Perpich
ascending to the governor-
ship; Anderson was then
appointed to Mondale’s
U.S. Senate seat.

Phew!

Perpich had little
name recognition beyond
the Range as lieutenant
governor. But as governor

he became known state-
wide immediately. And he
was a fascinating addition
to the political scene.

Perpich was aroll-up-
your-sleeves and get-at-it
governor. He didn’t probe
a problem, he attacked it.

When there was a
power line dispute in
southwestern Minnesota,
Perpich left St. Paul’s
government bubble to talk
with the people directly
affected. And he did so
without telling media or
even his staff.

Can you imagine
owning and living on a
farm homestead, hearing
a knock on the front door
and opening it to find
Minnesota’s governor
standing there? “Hi, I'm
Governor Perpich. Just
wondering about your
thoughts on this power
line issue.”

He was the Solitary
Governor seeking answers.

I proposed a special
page on the new governor.
My editor and mentor Jack
Weaver, who also believed
that state government was
local news, said go for it.

Staff photographer
Bob Schroeder, a pro’s pro
who had a wonderful jour-

nalistic eye and respected
those of us who crafted
words for a living, was
up for the 250-mile round
trip. It gave him a chance
to retell his Korean War
stories and me an oppor-
tunity to once again listen
with interest as if they
were being heard for the
first time.

I had been to the
State Capitol building
several times before. It’s
an incredibly wondrous
living, breathing historic
structure.

Just like Rod Stewart
sang, “Every picture tells
a story ... story,” every
nook and cranny of the
State Capitol tells stories
upon stories — and not all
of them rated “G,” which
only adds to the building’s
luster and lore.

But there was some-
thing quite special about
this State Capitol trip.
I was excited about an
interview with the state’s
34th governor — the first
Roman Catholic and first
Iron Ranger to hold that
prominent position.

Once ushered into
the governor’s office,
Perpich and photographer
Schroeder immediately hit

itoff. He seemed a bitmore
wary of the reporter.

But the governor and
I, too, soon developed a
good rapport. Until ...
that question. The one that
was oh-so-poorly phrased,
but received a response |
still hold as a cherished
memory.

“Governor, some
people say you shoot
fromthehip...,”beganthe
question that would never
be completed.

Gov. Perpich raised
up his big frame at the
same time the volume
of his already powerful
voice was turned up a few
decibels.

“What do you mean
I shoot from the hip?” the
governor bellowed at me.

Talk about shooting
the messenger.

The governor’s desk
was, thankfully,heavy and
big — tooheavytotipover
on me and so big it pro-
vided me with a welcome
boundary between the gov-
ernor and ayoung reporter.

I admit to being a bit
startled. Little did I know
at the time, however, it
wouldbe a good primer for
the more than 30 years of
political journalism on the

Range that were waiting.
The interview fin-
ished, Bob and I left the
governor’s office. To his
credit, Bob held back his
laughter until we were
outside the Capitol.

“I wish I had taken
a photo of you when
the governor responded
to your ‘shoot from the
hip’ question,” Schroder
said while laughing like
a hyena.

Schroder basically
said I was like a deer
caught in headlights and
the governor had made me
road kill.

“But you hung in
there, kid,” the photogra-
pher said.

The photographer
couldn’t wait to get back
into the newspaper plant
to pass on the story of the
young reporter and gov-
ernor and to laugh anew.

The reporter couldn’t
wait to find a stool at a
local watering hole tohave
abeer and abump in honor
of and tribute to the new
governor and an interview
question that unintention-
ally really stirred the pot.

captured the memorable
Easter of 1996.There were
Corey, Nick and Steph,
each with Easter baskets
in hand, standing in front
of a six-foot snowbank!
Spring came late that year.

Easter 2020 will be
another unforgettable year.
When worship services
were televised, Skyped
or Zoomed. When we
couldn’tgatherto celebrate
holidays or other special
occasions in the effort to
dodge “the Virus”. With
familiar traditions can-
celled, new ways of hon-
oring would be devised.
This year, instead of pre-
paring for a family feast,
I got a sudden urge to
make Easter cards for
other people’s youngsters

who I carry close to my
heart — grand-nieces and
nephews, my grandson and
his younger siblings sprin-
kled across the midwest.
Out came my markers, a
pad of construction paper
and a bunch of doodads
perfect for adding pizzazz.
I cut and glued images
of bunnies and chicks
retrieved from recycled
greeting cards until T had to
halt my creative impulses
and make sure I gotevery-
thing mailed in time!
Easter morning began
with coffee and the news-
paper, nothing too out
of the ordinary. Then I
started thinking of family,
especially my sons. It was
much too early to call them
soIbeganreadying for my

day.The phonerang.It was
Steph! Bless herheart! She
too was reminiscing about
Easters past. We laughed
over antics, including the
Funniest Egg Contests,
before we shifted gears
to the present. She told
me about this week’s
mind-bending crossword
puzzle where the clue
read, “A five-letter word
associated with Easter”.
She’d mulled it over for
the longest time, her brain
insisting it had to be
“bunny” but she couldn’t
work that in. And just as
she concluded that the
puzzle maker must have
made a mistake, it sud-
denly came to her! “Kath,
you will never guess.”
She gave me a second to

ponder, then burst out,
“The word was Jesus!” For
many readers, that might
elicit a “Dah!”

I then told her my
“bunny” story. A wild
rabbit, for weeks,had been
paying me daily visits. I
named her “Dinah”, like
the pet rabbit Stephanie
had given Corey for his
seventh birthday. “Ohhh,”
she said. “That’s sweet.”
“But there’s more,” 1
interrupted. “Ifound Dinah
impaled on the fence yes-
terday where she’d tried to
get into the garden! I was
soupset when I found her.”
“Oh!” Steph responded
in shocked sympathy.
“That’s too bad!” “But,
there’s more,” I continued.
“Today, I spotted her iden-

tical twin at my front door!
He just showed up out of
nowhere!” “Oh, Kath!”
she exclaimed.“Youcould
call him Jesus!” Please,
forgive me if I’'m seeming
irreverent but I couldn’t
hold back my laughter.
On this particular Easter
morning, humor was a
healing balm.

Easter is a special
holiday, with its story
hailing hope, of rising from
suffering and coming out
triumphant on the other
side.It’snottobe loston us
as we move through these
difficult times, longing to
roll back thisrock and see a
miracle. Let’s hope it’s the
vaccine for COVID-19!
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Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m. Canceled until
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 5088
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food

Shelf- Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of
the Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is April 21.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first
(business meeting) and
third (drill) Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

Who are you
o0ing to call?

Many taking advantage of curbside
and home delivery options at Zup's

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER-  Grocery
shopping right now can
feel very stressful. On
the one hand, it’s the one
place you can go out to
and actually see some
friendly faces, but on the
other hand, there are the
worries of being exposed
to the coronavirus.

Now Zup’s in Tow-
er is offering options for
area residents, including
home delivery and carry-
out service.

The Breitung Police
Department is offering
delivery for homebound
residents on Tuesdays.
And Zup’s staff is offer-
ing curbside pickup on
Wednesdays for anyone
not wanting to do their
own shopping.

Breitung Police
Chief Dan Nylund said
the deliveries are “going

great.” He has been doing
an average of four deliv-
eries a week. Zup’s staff
fills the order, and then
Nylund drops off the gro-
ceries on the household’s
doorstep, calling right
before he arrives.

If you stop by Zup’s
Grocery in Tower on a
Wednesday, the store
is busy. But instead of
customers roaming up
and down the aisles with
carts, it is store staff, lists
in hand, filling up carts
for curbside delivery.

The new program,
which started a few
weeks ago, has been
highly popular with cus-
tomers, according to
store manager Jon Ojala.

“People call in their
orders on Tuesday or
Wednesday  morning,”
he said, “and pay using a
credit or debit card.”

Orders are filled, and
then boxed up and placed

in the walk-in cooler un-
til picked up. Customers
just give a call when they
are in the parking lot, and
Zup’s staff bring out their
order.

Customers, mostly
seniors, seem to really
appreciate the service.

And it’s not just gro-

ceries. Shopping lists
have included bird seed
and cracked corn for
deer, said Ojala. Store
staff are happy to be
able to provide the ser-
vice, and help keep their
neighbors safe, he said.
Zup’s shelves have

remained  pret-
ty well stocked,
including fresh
fruit and vegeta-
bles. Toilet paper
is still in high
demand, but new
shipments  are
coming in regu-
larly, Ojala said.

Zup's staff, includ-
ing Jim (Chimpy)
Tuominen, pictured
above, assemble
curbside delivery
orders.

photos by J. Summit

New procedures in place at
Tower Food Shelf on Tuesday,
April 21; egg cartons needed

TOWER- Families using the Tower Area Food Shelf will
not be able to “shop” inside this month, due to new regulations
put in place due to COVID-19. Food shelf volunteers will be
preparing boxes for each family, based on family size, which
will be handed out outdoors. Food shelf clients will fill out a
simplified form this month, at a table that will set up outdoors,

in the Timberjay back parking area.

Please bring empty egg cartons. There are eggs to give

out, but not any egg cartons!

Any new families needing to use the food shelf this month
will just need to give their name, and number in the household.
No income verification will be needed this month, to make
sure the food distribution is done as efficiently as possible. The
food shelf is open the third Tuesday of each month from 2:30

—5:30 p.m.
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by GINA EMPEY
Timbetjay contributor

Thank goodness our
long chilly winter is over.

It has been a rough
start to this year and it
is more important than
ever to find ways to laugh
and embrace the positive
things in your life. Some-
times the smallest things
can make the biggest dif-
ference.

A gratitude journal
can really help at this
time. There are so many

Call
753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!

Talk

things that we take for
granted and it helps to
be thankful. Going for
walks in the fresh air to
get some sunshine and
exercise can really help
brighten our days and
help our immune system
do its job.

Please protect your-
self, especially if you
already have an autoim-
mune condition. Lyme
disease and the other
tick-borne illnesses can
give symptoms similar to
autoimmune disorders, so

Senior Dining still availahle

for carry-out
TOWER-

income guidelines.

Vermilion
School and AEOA sponsor a senior
dining site at the charter school in
Tower. While school is closed due to
COVID-19, the kitchen staff will be
providing carry-out meals. Please note,
because of current health guidelines, the
meals do not include the salad bar, but
canned vegetables will be available.
Seniors age 60 and older who have
registered for the program and their
partners qualify for special pricing of
$4 per meal, but all ages are welcome
at the regular rate of $5.75. There are no

please be sure to protect
yourself and your pets.

There is some excit-
ing news. Many patients
who have been previous-
ly treated for Lyme dis-
ease are having symptom
relief from taking Disul-
firam, commonly known
as “Antabuse.” It is an
FDA-approved com-
pound used to assist alco-
holics in resisting alcohol
consumption.

Scientists have re-
cently discovered that Di-
sulfiram is effective in the
lab setting at killing the
microbes that cause Lyme
disease. I appreciate the
people who have been in
on the study to help all of
us find treatment options.

There is a good
video interview on Ly-
medisease.org with Dr.

Horowitz explaining his
treatment options for his
patient with Lyme dis-
ease and COVID-19 at
the same time.

We appreciate all of
the help from the commu-
nity to get the word out
about Babe Winkelman’s
presentation at Fortune
Bay. It was canceled for
now. We are hopeful to
have him come when it is
a better time.

We also have put our
meetings at Kugler Town
Hall on hold. Please
contact us at LvLyme@
gmail.com if you are in
need of support at this
time. We are considering
doing Zoom meetings on-
line if enough people are
interested. Take care and
please be safe!

662-5711 ext. 7323 for the one-time

registration process.

Country

Reservations are requested a day
in advance if possible. Call the school
at 218-300-1447 (direct line to kitchen)
or 218-753-1246 (ext. 2 for the office)
for information, or call AEOA at 1-800-

Week of April 20

Monday- Cheese Enchilada

Tuesday- Hamburger Gravy over
Mashed Potatoes

Wednesday- Chicken Chow Mein

Thursday- Italian Meatball Sub

Friday- Tater Tot Hot Dish.

Tower Food Shelf

TOWER- The Tower Food Shelf is
not able to increase its hours at this time,
but anyone needing an emergency vis-
it can contact Food Shelf Coordinator
Marge McPeak at 218-753-3503.
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Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

AA -7 p.m. Mondays,
and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, First
Lutheran Church,

915 E. Camp St., Ely
WOMEN’S AA - Noon
Mondays, St. Anthony
Church basement, Ely
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ELY FOOD SHELF -
Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Tower
by appointment.

Call 365-3359, 827-3232,
or 1-800-662-5711.

Ely AA groups to

meet by phone
ELY - Because of
thecoronaviruspandem-
ic, the Ely Wednesday
and Saturday AA
Groups will not meet
inperson. A conference
call meeting has been
set up. At 7:30 p.m.
oneithernight,call 978-
990-5000, and enter the
access code, 965850#.
Once the meeting has
started, use *6 to mute
and unmute your phone.

Lights on
for support

ELY - Starting this
week, Ely Memorial
High School turned
the lights on at its
baseball and football
fields and joined acam-
paign sponsored by the
Minnesota State High
School League thatnow
includes approximately
250 high schools around
the state. On Monday
and Friday evenings,
the lights at Veterans
Memorial Field and Ely
School Stadium will go
onat8:20 p.m., and stay
on for approximately 20
minutes and 20 seconds.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2020

time takes these beauties
silhouettes no longer stand

years of shade and grace
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by JON ERICKSON
Ely Community Health Center

ELY - Although the
news regarding the
COVID-19virusoutbreak
seems to have slowed
down, [ am afraid it only
feels that way, as we are
adapting to this crisis
with more calm and
understanding.

The Ely Community
Health Center imple-
mented a Telehealth-
Only mode of operation
through April 30. In
addition, Essentia Clinic
has implemented a
Telehealth process for
anyone with symptoms
potentially related to
COVID-109.

Forthose concerned
about symptoms related
to the COVID-19 virus,
three options are avail-
able,all of which are gen-
erally without cost if the
symptomsareassociated
withthe COVID-19virus.

» Visit the
EssentiaHealth.org
website and use the
e-visitfunctionality. This
will connect you to a
medical provider who
can discuss your symp-
toms and determine the
bestcourse ofaction you
should pursuetoaddress
your illness.

» Call the toll-free
Essentia hotline at 833-
494-0836.

»Call the Minnesota
Department of Health at

COVID-19

Ely Health Genter implements Telehealth

Ely Community
Health Center

651-201-3920.

Should your need
not be related to the
COVID-19 virus, the
Ely Community Health
Center can accommo-
date Telehealth appoint-
ments either through
video conferencing
during our regularly
scheduled clinichourson
Thursdays from 5:30-7
p-m.orwecanschedulea
phone conversation. Call
218-365-5678 for more
information.

Because of the
limited availability of
test kits through out the
United States, the admin-
istering of COVID-19
tests requires a medical
provider’sreferralbefore
it can be administered. I
havereceived numerous
calls about what people
should do if they feel
they have COVID-19
symptoms.

Here are our current
suggestions as to what
people should do:

»If you are start-
ing to demonstrate the
typical symptoms such
as dry cough, shortness

ofbreath and afever,itis
best to contact Essentia
Clinic either through
the e-visit platform or
the toll-free number
833-494-0836. You will
then be able to talk to a
medical provider who
can help you decide on
thebesttreatment; more
than likely it will consist
of rest and selfisolation.
If you are experienc-
ing these symptoms,
wearing a facemask
when people come in
to check on you is also
important.

»If symptoms con-
tinue to worsen it is
probably time to contact
Essentia Clinicorthe Ely-
Bloomenson Community
Hospital to set up an
appointment to be eval-
uated by a medical pro-
vider. Please call before
heading to either the
clinic or the hospital so
they can be prepared for
your arrival.

>» If you develop
emergency warning
signs for COVID-19,
get medical attention
immediately. Emergency
warning signs include:
trouble breathing, per-
sistent pain or pressure
in the chest, new con-
fusion or inability to
arouse, and bluish lips
or face.

If possible, contact
the EBCH Emergency
Room, 218-365-3271,
before having someone

transport you to the
hospital.

Based on an exec-
utive order signed by
Gov. Walz, if you do not
have health insurance
right now, you can get
coveredthrough MNsure.
Apply by April 21.

Coverage will start
Wednesday, April 1. (If
you enroll after April
1 and by 11:59 p.m. on
April 21, your coverage
will have a retroactive
start date of April 1.)

The critical issue
at this time is that so
many Minnesotans have
reported income and
employment changes
that the backlog of
MNsure processing is
weeks behind where it
needs to be.

If you have lost your
healthinsurance through
a change in employment
or if you did not previ-
ouslyhaveinsurance,itis
criticaltogetinthe queue
as early as possible.

For help in applying
for Medical Assistance,
MinnesotaCare or
MNsure we can also
accommodate you at a
mutually-agreed-upon
appointment.

To schedule an
appointment for health
insurance navigation,
or for any other ques-
tions, send an email to
director@elycommuni-
tyhealth.org or call us at
218-365-5678.

Ely Area Food Shelf services remain available

ELY - For the dura-
tion of Minnesota’s “stay
at home” order, the Ely
Area Food Shelf and their
services will remain avail-
able. Similar to grocery
stores, the organization
is considred an essential
service.

According to EFS
Executive Director Cheryl
Boyes, their distribution
method will look different
from the usual. “If you
are in need of food please
don’t hesitate to call 218-
235-8527,” she said. “If
you are newly laid off or
unemployed we are here
for you. If you are a senior
orinthehigh-risk category
and isolating we can make
arrangements to deliver
food to you in a non-con-
tact method.”

The food shelf con-
tinues to serve many Ely
community members vul-

Women Who Care aids Food Shelf

ELY - Despite the coronavirus pandemic causing

the cancellation of the spring 100-plus Ely Women
Who Care in-person event, the community giving
circle is active and intent on supporting one of the
many nonprofits that need their help now more
than ever.

Organizers selected the Ely Area Food Shelf to
be their recipient. Already in demand, the food shelf
is ramping up to support Ely. In their own words:
“We expect the need for our services to grow rapidly,
doubling or even tripling. We will most likely be
expanding our services to twice monthly instead
of once a month, doing more home deliveries, and
emergency food distributions.”

Todonate, make acheck payable to the Ely Area
Food Shelf and mail it to: 100+ Ely Women Who
Care, PO Box 216, Ely, MN 55731 by April 19.

Organizers will collect the checks and deliver
themtothefood shelf. Goto 100ElyWomenWhoCare.
org for more details. To learn more about the Ely
Area Food Shelf, see Elyareafoodshelf.org.

nerable to COVID-19.
“Additionally our shop-

pers differ from many of
us, as they may not have

the means to purchase and
stock the expensive recom-
mended cleaning supplies,
jumbo packs of bar soaps,
toilet paper and boxes of
tissues,” Boyes said. “We
are able to source good
staple food items through
Second Harvest.”

The Ely Area Food
Shelf welcomes donations
of bar soap, cleaning prod-
ucts like Lysol or Clorox
wipes or sprays for sani-
tizing surfaces, and toilet
paper or boxes of tissue.

“If you have these
types of items stockpiled
perhaps you would be
willing to share a few, or
purchase them as they are
available from our local
merchants; they would
appreciate the extra busi-
ness as well,” Boyes said.

Formore information,
call 218-235-8527.

Ely grad commits
to VCC hasehall

ELY - A good day for
the Vermilion Community
College Ironmen was cel-
ebrated last week as they
added another key Class
of 2020 recruit.

Dalton Schreffler,
set to graduate from Ely
Memorial High School
this spring, plans to join
the VCC baseball program
next fall.

Schreffler was an
all-conference pitcher
and shortstop for the
Timberwolves last year,
striking out 46 batters in
42 innings and recording
back-to-back shutouts in
two section playoff wins.
For Ely’s Legion team, he
hit .336 and had several
strong outings on the
mound including a shutout
against state powerhouse
Pierz.

Schreffler will join
high school and Legion

teammates Tyler Housey |

and Danny Crockett in
giving the Ironmen some
local flavor.

OUR COMMUNITY

Dalton Schreffler will be playing for VCC next year. photo by K. Vandervort
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Foundation surprises hospital
employees with gift cards

COOK- It’s the time
of year when W.C. Heiam
Foundation board pres-
ident Sally Ludlow and
her fellow board mem-
bers would normally be
promoting the spring
fundraiser for support of
the foundation’s work
with Cook Hospital, but
2020 is anything but nor-
mal.

Ludlow said that
it felt difficult to think
about reaching out to in-
dividuals and businesses
that were struggling un-
der the restrictions put in
place to slow the spread
of the novel coronavirus,
but in email communi-
cations with other board
members, a completely
different plan emerged.

“We felt like giving

something to the employ-
ees of the hospital,” Lud-
low said, “because with-
out taking care of them it
doesn’t matter how much
money we raise.”

So a foundation more
accustomed to making
donations large and small
for hospital equipment
and stipends turned its
attention instead toward
local businesses who
could use a boost as well.
$5.,400 of gift cards were
purchased at The Cres-
cent Grill, The Dam Sup-
per Club, The Landing,
The Montana Café, South
Switch, Subway, T. Pat-
tenn’s Café, and Zup’s,
and delivered to the hos-
pital last Friday by foun-
dation secretary Tifany
Briggs. Each employee

received $50 in gift cards.

While foundation
members couldn’t deliver
the cards in person be-
cause of hospital visitor
restrictions, Ludlow said
hospital administrator Te-
resa Debevec made cer-
tain the cards were dis-
tributed to everyone.

“We didn’t want to
leave anybody out,” Lud-
low said. “It came out
very well.”

Other board mem-
bers involved in orches-
trating the surprise in-
cluded Bruce Carson,
Sally  Oberstar, Barb
Brenna, Eric Burckhardt,
Teresa Debevec, Marge
Herr, Adam Maki, Bill
Michaelson, Toni Mon-
sivais.

-

Sarah and Rebecca Koch, of Orr, practice safety precautions against
COVID-19 with their dolls. The girls asked their mother, Emily, to
make masks for their dolls too! They are taking the pandemic seri-
ously, staying home and washing hands.

Community drive-through dinner is April 23

COOK- Trinity Lu-
theran Church of Cook
will offer its monthly
community meal on
Thursday, April 23 by

providing drive-through
pick-up in the front
parking lot of the church
at 231 2nd St. E by
American Bank.

This month’s menu
is pulled pork sandwich-
es and sides. The meal
is free and open to the
public.

Orr council moves ahead on Orr General Store complaint

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- Meeting Mon-
day at the community
center to provide space
for social distancing, Orr
City Council members
opted to pursue a blight
action against the owner
of the former Orr General
Store.

The city has still not
received a response from
property owner Clint
Diefenthaler after he was
notified Feb. 20 by certi-
fied mail that he had 30
days to bring a dilapidat-
ed shed on his property
up to code or demolish
and remove it.

The letter, sent by
city attorney Kelly Klun,

stated, “If these correc-
tions are not completed
within thirty days, the
city will seek a hearing
for summary enforce-
ment and intends to move
forward with demolition
of the outbuilding. In ad-
dition, they have the right
to seek criminal action.
You will be liable for
costs, damages, and attor-
ney’s fees.”

Mayor Joel Astleford
wanted to consider the
costs of the available op-
tions.

“I’'d really like to
weigh the costs of the at-
torney’s fees against the
cost of us hiring some-
body to tear it down,” he
said.

“In order to tear it

down we still have to
have an attorney for sum-
mary judgment unless
he agrees,” city clerk
Cheri» Carter said. She
explained that an attorney
would need to do paper-
work to obtain a court or-
der or notify Diefenthaler
of a hearing but noted
that “whatever it costs for
attorneys we can assess
against the property.”
Councilors voted
unanimously to ask the
city attorney to proceed
to the next steps of the

process.
In other business,
Councilor Erika Cote

brought up a feature ar-
ticle that appeared in the
April 10 Timberjay about
Jeremy Morris, who

plication for

has been charged with
third-degree robbery and
has an active felony war-
rant.

“I’'m curious how

this could be reported
for our community with
what this person has sto-
len from our community.
I’m not very pleased with
that," she said.

David Colburn,

Cook-Orr Editor for the

Timberjay, provided a

detailed expanation as
found in another article
below, and offered an

apology.

In other action, the
council:

>»Approved an ap-
emergen-
cy COVID-19 supplies
that was submitted to the

Minnesota  Department
of Health in late March
for $6,450. The city was
awarded $5,050.

» Approved purchas-
ing a UV-C Air and Sur-
face Disinfection Lamp
for $3,995 for the ambu-
lance service to use for
disinfecting rigs. Ultravi-
olet-C light is more than
99.99 percent effective in
eliminating bacteria and
viruses, and significantly
more effective than lig-
uid cleaners and manual
wiping, according to the
manufacturer’s specifica-
tions.

> Approved changes
to lot descriptions in Er-
ickson Addition for prop-
erty owned by Joe Lakos-
key and Irene Semon. The

council subsequently ap-
proved a building permit
for a garage submitted
by Lakoskey, provided
placement of the garage
complied with applicable
setbacks.

» Accepted two do-
nations to the ambulance
service of $200 each.

» Accepted a bid of
$1,575 from Dale Autio
to wax the floors at the
community center. The
city will supply stripper
and wax.

»Considered  two
bids for shingling the roof
of the Tourist Information
Center. The low bid from
Jim Cushman for $36,036
was accepted.

The story hehind a journalistic faux pax

How someone with a felony warrant ended up featured in the Timberjay

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- 1It’'s a good
thing I love eggs, because
I sure ended up with a
bunch of egg on my face
last week.

The emails about my
story on Jeremy Morris,
stuck in San Diego, start-
ed coming in a couple of
hours after last week’s
papers hit the newsstands
on Thursday. Some writ-
ers were flabbergasted,
others were insulted, and
some were just down-
right mad. One was quite
simple, and it gets to the
heart of the issue:

“Did you know Jer-
emy Morris has a felony
warrant out for his ar-
rest?”

The honest answer:
“No.”

So how does some-
one working his way
through the legal system
facing a charge of al-
legedly burglarizing The
Old Muni in Cook last
year, and who has an ac-
tive warrant for failure to
appear in court, end up
being portrayed as a sym-
pathetic figure in north
St. Louis County’s pre-
eminent newspaper?

Here’s the story be-
hind the story:

It was Saturday, Feb.
1, fresh off a three-day,
1,200-mile drive from my
former home in Missou-
la, Mont., when I started
work as the Cook-Orr ed-
itor for the Timberjay.

The first month on
the job it was easy to hop
in my truck and drive to
Orr and Cook to cover
events and meetings and
begin to meet people.
That became much hard-
er when events started to

get canceled and people
became homebound in
response to the corona-
virus.

Fortunately,  there
was Facebook. I created
an account for work, Da-
vid Colburn Timberjay,
but I wasn’t posting any-
thing, just scoping out the
territory looking for pos-
sible stories. Eventually,
I started getting some
friend requests.

A couple of weeks
ago I received a friend re-
quest from Jeremy Mor-
ris.

I looked over his
profile and noticed he
was from Orr. Facebook
said we had two mutual
friends, both of whom I’d
already met personally
and are well regarded in
town. I looked over the
page for his business,
and also checked out his
website. All looked good,
and I accepted his friend
request.

On his business
page, Morris had posted
pictures of a house he’d
painted, and in the com-
ments on April 4 some-
one asked him how things
were going in San Diego,
and he responded that
he was, “...ready to go
home but don’t look like
I can right now.”

A small-town north-
ern Minnesota guy stuck
in a southern California
area with millions of peo-
ple sounded like a good
story, particularly since I
once lived and worked in
south Los Angeles.

So, I sent an email to
Morris asking if he’d be
interested in talking to
me. He agreed, and we
talked on the phone the
next day. It was a good
conversation, nothing

to suggest anything was
amiss. He seemed like
a regular guy, just like
many other regular guys
I’ve met over the years.
He didn’t hurt his credi-
bility by telling me he’d
worked for two well-
known local businesses
before starting his own
company.

I wrote up the story,
we published it, and that
was that.

Or so I thought.

The first email came
in at 3:15 p.m on Thurs-
day, April 9, the same day
last week’s paper was dis-
tributed to our vendors.

“Saddens me to think
the lack of news has your
newspaper printing an ar-
ticle that portrays a crim-
inal as some poor fella
stuck in California
shame on you!”

The next was a bit
more reserved.

“I enjoy most of your
paper but a little more
digging may have result-
ed in possibly skipping
this one.”

By that time, I was
digging. All that came
back from my multiple
queries of the online dis-
trict court records were
two traffic violations
from 10 years ago.

A general Google
search finally turned up
a 2019 article describing
a February burglary and
theft at The Old Muni and
reported that Jeremy Dale
Morris of Orr had been
charged with third-degree
burglary, along with two
other suspects.

Next, I went to the
web page for the sheriff’s
department and discov-
ered the active warrants
list, and about halfway
through, was the listing

publish a

for Morris, a bench war-

rant issued Dec. 18 for

failure to appear on a fel-

ony charge of burglary.
All letter writers took

us to task for publishing

the article.

Certainly, whatever
the tone, all writers were
well-justified in their
concerns, even outrage,
that the newspaper would
sympathetic
feature story about some-
one accused of felony
crime.

Some observations:

First and foremost,
the “new guy” is genuine-
ly sorry for giving cause

to so many to feel angst
over this.
People have ques-

tioned why I didn’t do

a background check on

Jeremy Morris, and the

answer is simple: I didn’t
see any reason to do so.

Nothing was amiss in his
profile. He was connect-

ed with respectable locals
and businesses, and he
appeared to have a good
story.

For longtime locals
“in the know,” it’s easy to
say I should have known.
For someone new to town

ed objective and useful
information about a num-
ber of things that will be
useful moving forward,
including about the com-
munity watch program.
Thirdly, after the
mystifying and frustrat-
ing experience I had try-
ing to track down official
records, citizens should
demand easier accessi-
bility and more complete
records from the justice
system in Minnesota.
From my editor’s desk
in Kansas I could access
complete  step-by-step
criminal case records
from initial arrest to case
resolution, with many
of the relevant records
available as well. The
county jail roster system
was a searchable data-
base, not merely a PDF
of current inmates. The
case of Jeremy Morris’s
alleged burglary at The
Old Muni would have
shown up readily in Kan-
sas. In Minnesota’s on-
line district court system,
it didn’t show up at all.
Fourth, you’ll note
that T keep writing “al-
leged” in reference to that

crime. That’s because the
case hasn’t been tried and
there is no legal finding
of fact. If he ever re-
turns from California and
stands trial, we’ll report
it. Meanwhile, as always,
you’re free to draw your
own conclusions.

Finally, this incident
reinforces the idea that
community journalism is
at its best when journal-
ists know their commu-
nities inside and out. The
best way to do that is to be
present, something that’s
nearly impossible right
now with the COVID-19
restrictions we’re oper-
ating under. I’'m thankful
that most everyone [’ve
corresponded or talked
with about this has been
understanding and for-
giving. I look forward to
taking Jeff Miller up on
his offer to drop by his
Orr office for coffee once
we turn the corner on this
virus, and to getting to
know more of the people
of Orr and Cook face-
to-face. And hopefully
finding some good stories
along the way.

who’s still meeting peo-
ple, it wasn’t obvious
at all. And for better or
worse, small-town news-
papers haven’t ever rou-
tinely conducted back-
ground checks on feature
story subjects. In this
case, we got burned.
Secondly, several
folks who wrote offered
assistance along with
criticism, which was wel-
come indeed. Most nota-
ble was RE/MAX Lake
Country agent Jeff Miller,
a former Minneapolis po-
lice sergeant who lives at

Crane Lake, who provid-

4% the
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MODEL...Continued from page 1

officials, particularly when
data and knowledge about
the virus and its impacts
change daily.

“They are not about
specific point-in-time
estimates,” Minnesota
Department of Health
CommissionerJan Malcom
said. “They are aboutdirec-
tional changes.”

While various scenar-
i0s cover a specific period
of time, the main things
researchers look for are
shifts in trends as variables
are manipulated. When
those changes indicate a
decrease in overall deaths
orextending the time frame
for peak hospitalizations,
those trends can be factored
in with other information
policymakers use to make
decisions.

Malcom empha-
sized that the Minnesota-
specific model developed
by University of Minnesota
researchers and MDH is
only one tool among many
Gov. Tim Walz uses to
make decisions about mit-
igation strategies.

“He’s also being
informed by national guid-
ance from the CDC, in par-
ticular what we’re learning
from other states, a lot of
additional epidemiological
data from MDH, as well
as direct dialogue with
the health care system,”
Malcom said.

Models differ

significantly
A model developed

TOWER...Continued from page 1

Beldo to run the meeting
until Kringstad could get
back online. In several
other instances, loud elec-
tronic feedback prevented
some from effectively par-
ticipating in the meeting.

Randy and Julie Pratt,
who manage the Hoodoo
Point Campground, made
the case from their Arizona
residence that the camp-
ground could open to
seasonal campers without
greatly increasing the
risks of spreading the
COVID-19 virus. “Our
sites are large, well-
spaced, and have theirown
utilities, including water
and sewer,” said Randy.
Under the plan outlined
by Randy, the campground
would keep the store and
public bathroom facilities
closed until state officials
have deemed it safe to
open them.

While the opening of
the campground does pose
some public health risks,
Clerk-Treasurer Victoria
Ranua noted that the sea-
sonal residents do have
signed leases already in
place, for whichmosthave
already paid. The leases do
have an escape clause in
the event of an emergency,
shenoted, butindicatedit’s
not clear how that clause
might be engaged.

While state park
campgrounds are currently
closed, Ranua noted that
circumstances are differ-
ent there since they don’t
involve leases. Randy
noted that state park camp-
grounds aren’t set up for
seasonal campers, and that
campers in the parks have
to be able to use public
facilities, which is not
required with seasonal RV
campers. He said seasonal
RV campers at Hoodoo
Point are set up to be
independent and can easily
maintain social distanc-
ing from other campers.
Randy also noted that
most seasonal campers
come from the region, so
there’s less risk they’ll be
bringing the virus along
with them from other parts
of the country.

“Would there be some

by the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation
at the University of
Washington has garnered
increased attention in
recent weeks for its more
optimistic predictions on
the course of the pan-
demic, including its pre-
dictions that much of the
country is already beyond
peak demand for medical
resources as a result of
the COVID-19 outbreak.
That model predicts peak
use of medical resources
in Minnesota as early as
April 28.

That contrasts sharply
with Minnesota’s model,
which places the state’s
peak need for all medical
resources as occurring in
late June to mid-July.

Gildemeister said
it’s hard to compare the
models because IHME
uses different assump-
tions, data, and time
frames than Minnesota’s
own health experts.

“We could spend
an hour on why that
model is different from
Minnesota’s model,” he
said. “They have made
someincredibly optimistic
assumptions, optimistic in
regards to what mitiga-
tion is actually in place,
optimistic with regards to
the extent to which death
data is accurate. I think
the biggest difference
between (models) is that
they re predicting outonly
four months.”

The Minnesota

model, by contrast, spans
30 weeks, not 16, and the
scenarios have been pro-
jected well beyond that.
The original THME
model assumed a sce-
nario in which extreme
social distancing mea-
sures would remain in
place across the country
through August, a scenar-
io not mirrored by daily
news accounts of varied
and changing strategies
across states. IHME offi-
cials have said they are
now assuming social dis-
tancing continues through
the end of June, which still
be optimistic given that
President Donald Trump
and others are pushing
for lifting of restrictions
in many states by May 1.
The most recent
IHME model, according
to their website, relies on
death rate data from 17
areas in Asia and Europe.
While Minnesota’s model
originally had similar data
to work with, researchers
have now been able to
adjust those rates using
Minnesota-specific data.
Armchair statisti-
cians’ calculations based
on total numbers of deaths
or tests administered fall
far short of the sophisticat-
ed details and scope that
computer-driven models
employ, and tiny changes
inaspecificinput variable
can yield dramatic differ-
ences over time.
For example, in a
world of data that is

evolving and changing
rapidly, what number
should the model use
for the number of people
who get infected by each
person with COVID-19?
Choosing two rather than
four doesn’t make too
much of a difference in
a few days, but over six
months, a year, and 18
months the differences are
in the thousands. Current
research suggests a target
used by the Minnesota
model, 3.87, butresearch-
ers work with a level of
uncertainty from 2.5 to
4.7 persons infected by
any one individual.

Now add in such
things as the amount of
time the virus is latent in
a person and the number
of days a person can
infect others, the number
of days patients are in
the hospital, the length
of time a patient spends
in an ICU, the increased
death rate when ICU beds
are at capacity and can’t
take patients who need
them, and the increased
deathrates for people with
one or more underlying
health conditions, all of
which carry some level
of uncertainty and are
subject to change, and the
complexity of modeling
potential COVID-19 out-
comes becomes glaringly
apparent.

Gildemeister said
incorporating additional
data, including that spe-
cific to Minnesota, has

led to differences from
when the model was
first developed. Some of
those changes are that the
virus spreads faster than
initially believed, but
hospital stays are fewer
and shorter.

Most significantly,
the number of predicted
deaths in the state has
dropped from an initial
estimate of 50,000 to
20,000 to 22,000.

When one journalist
suggested 22,000 seemed
high compared to the
lower-than-projected
number of deaths in New
York City, Commissioner
Malcom responded.

“We’re really not
going to try to respond to
point-in-time estimates,”
she said. “This is the
peak of wave one for
New York. I’ve heard
other epidemiologists
very concerned that New
York will see waves much
larger than what they’ve
already seen in the coming
months. We have to help
people understand this is
not a one-time event, it
isn’t that you hit the peak
and everything goes back
to normal. This is going
to be with us in a really
challenging way, in mul-
tiple ways, until there are
treatments and a vaccine.
That’s just the hard reality
we have to factor into this
planning and these policy
decisions.”

Gildemeister noted
that the situation in New

York was significantly
different from conditions
in Minnesota, and re-em-
phasized that models are
part of what needs to be
considered when trying to
address mitigation.

“Our jobis to provide
data-driven evidence for
decision makers,” he
said. “There are trade-offs
with every decision. The
burden of decision lies
with people who have
been elected or who have
been appointed.”

Malcom agreed, and
noted that data from
Minnesotahospitals mod-
eling their own capac-
ity paints a more bleak
picture.

“This underscores
why we would never use
this model as the only
driver of the decision,”
she said. “This is one
of many data points.
The other thing we’re
looking at very closely is
what hospitals are telling
us about their capacity,
their confidence level
in how quickly they can
add capacity. Their own
models, as the governor
has said, are much more
pessimistic than this one.
The hospitals’ models are
suggesting that the time
is really critical because
they think peak ICU
demand will be greater
than these numbers.”

communication or guide-
lines made available for
the public?” asked Beldo.

“We will talk to each
camper individually,”
said Randy. “And we will
also post guidance on our
website,” noted Julie.
Those guidelines would
include limiting visitors to
immediate family and not
gathering in groups.

The council voted4-1,
with Councilor Sheldon
Majerle voting no, to open
the campground to season-
al RV campers.

After considerable
additional discussion, the
council tabled a deci-
sion on whether to allow
monthly RV campers into
the campground ahead of
the lifting of any stay-at-
home orders. Instead, the
council agreed to take
another look at the issue
at a special meeting ten-
tatively set for Monday,
April 27.

At this point, the
campground managers
have not raised the possi-
bility of opening the facil-
ity to tent campers. That’s
unlikely to happen until
the campground can, at a
minimum, open bathroom
facilities.

Randy said the council
will also need to decide
whether and how to control
the campground prop-
erty during the May 10
fishing opener. The point
is a popular location for
shore anglers during the
early season, which could
pose a challenge for social
distancing.

In other business, the
council, after considerable
discussion, unanimously
approved accepting the
recommendation from the
Tower Area Ambulance
Commission to contribute
$1.66 to the city’s ambu-
lance replacement account
for every mile driven by
a Tower ambulance on a
non-emergency inter-hos-
pital transfer.

CouncilmemberDave
Setterberg, who had taken
up the issue, outlined his
own proposal, which used
the vehicle depreciation
cost as the amount to con-

tribute. He pegged those
costs at52¢ per mile for the
ambulance service’s older
rigs,and $1.47 per mile for
the new ambulance that’s
set to arrive later this year.
Setterberg said the formula
adopted by the member
townships that make up the
ambulance commission is
a valid one, although he
noted that it would tend to
underfund the replacement
accountin years with more
transfer miles and over-
fund on years with fewer
miles. Even so, Setterberg
indicated he was willing to
go along with the commis-
sion’s recommendation, at
least for 2020.

But Josh Villebrun,
interim ambulance co-di-
rector, argued for further
negotiation. He said that
hospital transfers would
notbe economically viable
if the ambulance service
had to contribute $1.66
per mile to the ambulance
replacement account.
“Pretty soon we would be
running out of money to
pay the paid on-call staff,”
he said, predicting that it
would result in layoffs.

At the same time,
Villebrun appeared to
argue that the transfers
are significant profit gen-
erators for the ambulance
service, noting that the net
collection on a transfer, at
$1,3331in 2019, was twice
that of a 911 emergency
call.

“Joshtalked about the
revenue side, but not a lot
about the expense side,”
noted Kringstad, who
said he’s long advocated
having a comprehensive
business plan for the
ambulance service.

Majerle noted that
some of the calculations
offered by township rep-
resentatives on the ambu-
lance commission have
indicated that the transfers
are not the profit-gen-
erators they had been
assumed to be due to the
high number of miles such
transfers typically involve.
And he complained about
a “lack of common sense”
in the past, which has left
the ambulance service in

difficult circumstances.
“We talk about whether
we should run two ambu-
lances or three. We don’t
have a place to put a third
vehicle,” said Majerle.
“We don’t even have a
non-tight spot for two
vehicles.”

Majerle noted that
prior directors had made
the decision not to rebuild
the former fire and ambu-
lance garage afteritburned
in 2014 and that the city
subsequently spent the
$140,000 insurance set-
tlement on other things.
“Common sense should
have told you that the
building should have been
redone. You have equip-
mentsitting outside rotting
away,” said Majerle.

Councilor Mary
Shedd argued for accept-
ing the $1.66, at least for
2020, as a way to restore
trust with the neighboring
townships. “It’s a good
faith effort for now,” she
said. “Let’s use it as our
incentive to really go forth
and get a business plan
completed.”

While the council
backed the $1.66 payment
to the ambulance replace-
ment account, council
members were less certain
about how to proceed with
developing a business
plan. Ranua brought back
earlier quotes from two
consulting organizations
that ranged from $23,000
from Ethical Leaders in
Action to $30,000 from
SafePlace Solutions. The
city could also develop a
business plan in-house if
itcould find various stake-
holders with the necessary
expertise to do the job.
While the in-house option
would be the least-cost-
ly for the city, Ranua
expressed concern thatany
plan developed in-house
could be viewed as tainted
by pre-conceived bias on
the part of the individuals
preparing it.

Beldo said she was
also concerned that any
plan be viewed as neutral
and suggested that might
best be achieved with an
outside consultant. On the

other hand, she said, “I
certainly see the concern
about the price tag.”

Ranua noted that the
city’s already-tight 2020
budget does not include
the expense of hiringacon-
sultant to prepare a plan.

Setterberg said he’d
like to have more time to
explore any potential grant
funding as well as talk to
cities that have had work
done by either of the two
consultants. Others on the
council agreed and they
tabled the issue until their
April 27 meeting.

The council, after
limited discussion, also
agreed to table a deci-
sion on posting for a
new ambulance director
position until April 27. In
the meantime, Setterberg
and other city staff hope
to meet to come to a
better agreement on pay
and other issues. While
city officials had reached
agreement on it earlier,
Villebrun indicated he
now disagreed with some
of the pay rates involved.

In other business, the
council:

> Approved a plan
proposed by Kringstad
to authorize a “Tidy-
Up Tower-Soudan Day,”
which will be organized
by individuals and civic
groups in an effort to
reduce the amount of
blight in the community
due to junk and other
debris that has accumu-
lated in a number of yards.
“The recommendation is
for people to gather debris
and place it near the street
near their driveways,”
said Kringstad. Then,
either volunteers with
pickups or city mainte-
nance staff could pick up
the material and cart it to
recycling. “This would
not be for household trash
or garbage, but larger
debris,” he added.

The proposal would
be similar to a city-wide
clean-up day that had long
been an annual event in
Towerbuthas disappeared
in recent years.

» Unanimously
approved an agreement

that settles an outstanding
dispute between the city,
SEH, and Utility Systems
of America, or USA, for
sags and other errors stem-
ming from the Hoodoo
Point Campground sewer
project. Under the deal,
the city would pay USA
$30,000 out of the remain-
ing $36,134 in retainage
on the project, with the
remaining $6,134 ear-
marked to pay for occa-
sional flushing of the
sewer line to blow out any
solids that settle in dips
in the line. The city will
pay USA $25,000 when
the deal is signed by all
parties and the remaining
$5,000 when the company
fixes flawed connections
to a manhole at the camp-
ground. SEH agrees to not
charge the city forany of its
staff time spent resolving
the issue.

» Discussed issues
raised in this month’s fire
chief’s report. Chief Olson
had reported that virtually
all of the department’s
turnout gear had expired
two years ago, and that
OSHA is recommending
that all qualified staff
be equipped with new
turnouts immediately.
The council did approve
the purchase of two sets
of turnout gear for now,
while city staff apply for
funding through a state
grant program that’s affili-
ated with OSHA thatcould
pay for more turnout gear.

The council also
approved scheduling an
inspection of the depart-
ment’s ladder truck. The
truck’s extending boom is
supposed to be inspected
annually, but it appears
the last inspection expired
in 2014.

Olson also noted that
the department has sched-
uled expedited Firefighter
I'and IT training beginning
April 22 for the new fire
department members.

> Approved a motion
to pay $251 in dues to
the Tower Cemetery
Association.
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Ely Editor

ELY - City of Ely
offices are closed to the
public until further notice
due to the state shelter-in-
place order caused by the
coronavirus.

The city of Ely is
taking all necessary pre-
cautions to keep staff, res-
idents, and the community
safe and help manage the
spread of COVID-19.

“We are working
closely with state and
local agencies to stay
up-to date on best prac-
tices to keep our staff and
community safe,” said
Clerk-Treasurer Harold
Langowski. “We will
continue to update our
plans and provide more
information as it becomes
available viaour website.”

IDLE...Continued from page 1

shutdown.

Accordingtocompany
officials, Cleveland-Cliffs
will rely on its existing
stockpiles of iron ore to
fulfill its current com-
mercial agreements with
customers.

“We have evaluated
market conditions and the
extraordinary disruptions
in manufacturing and
steel production in North

ELY ...Continued from page 1

through August too,”
Sebesta said on Monday.
“For lodging facilities
that are impacted, they
will have the opportunity
to fill vacancies, which is
much more difficult to do
only two to six weeks out
from an event.”

Chamber officials
continue to plan for the
Harvest Moon Festival
scheduled for Sept. 11-13,
when “Minnesota will
be a safer spot to have a
large outdoor event,” she
added. The Chamber is
planning to create a virtual
Blueberry/ArtFestival and
will launch it in mid-June.

“The Chamber rec-
ognizes the economic
impact its events have on
the business community,”
Sebesta said. “For the
Chamber, the Blueberry/
Art Festival is the primary
funding source for provid-
ing many other Chamber
events as well as funding
the Chamber’s efforts to
market the business com-
munity and provide dona-
tions and sponsorships
to a number of nonprofit
organizations.”

Dave Sebesta, vice
president of the Chamber’s
board of directors, defend-
ed the decision in a
Facebook post.

“To all those who
have suggested that the
decision by the Chamber
of Commerce to cancel
the Blueberry /Art Festival
was some sort of ‘knee
jerk’ or ‘asinine’ reac-
tion, let me just say, the
Blueberry ArtFestival, for
all intents and purpose, is
the financial life blood of
the (Chamber),” he wrote.

“It funds the Chamber
but also helps to fund new
events. It is the single
most important event the
Chamber does. Personally,
I would consider this the
hardest business decision
I’ve ever had to make.”

David Sebesta
described the decision
process by the board.

“Our typical once-
monthly 1.5-hour meeting
consumed upwards of nine
hours over three days to
come to this decision,”
he wrote.

Also in his Facebook

City staff will contin-
ue to work in all facilities
in a limited capacity to
provide essential city
services. Residents are
encouraged to connect
with city staff through
the city’s website, www.
ely.mn.us; by phone, 218-
365-3224; and by e-mail,
deputyclerk@ely.mn.us.

For time-sensitive
business that must be
conducted in person, call
218-365-3224 to make an
appointment. City staff
willdo their best to accom-
modate all requests.

The Ely Police
Department will contin-
ue to be dispatched by
911. Fingerprinting and
other in-person services
have been suspended until
further notice. Parking
tickets may be paid online
at www.elycitation.com.

COVID-19

Ely closes City Hall, limited services still offered

Ely Library expands online services

The Ely Public Library remains closed, including its curbside pick-up ser-
vices, due to the coronavirous, according to Library Director Rachel Heinrich.
“The library is still accepting returned materials through our book drop, and
we encourage patrons to make use of the online resources for e-books, down-
loadable audios, and e-magazines through our website, http://www.elylibrary.

org/online-catalog.html,” she said.

“In addition, our library staff is getting creative for our children’s services
and have added recorded story times and project ideas that we place on the

library’s Facebook page,” she said.

Mail payments or drop off
in the green payment box
rightinside the main doors
atCity Hall. Please call the
non-emergency number,
218-365-3224, ext. 2, or
email elypd@ely.mn.us
for non-emergency issues
or other related business.

All online services
on the city website will
remain available and all
city departments encour-

age citizens to contact the
office viaphone and email.
Please call 218-365-3224
ext. 1, or email deputy-
clerk@ely.mn.us for pass-
ports, building rental, and
all other inquiries.

For building permits
and inspections, call Doug
Whitney at 612-598-4993
oremail buildingofficial @
ely.mn.us.

City council meet-

ings will be held via
Zoom.us. Look for infor-
mation regarding future
council meetings on the
city website at www.ely.
mn.us. City Council meet-
ings will be broadcast live
onMidco Channels 11 and
98 and on the City of Ely
Facebook page.

Payments for utility
bills will be accepted by
any of three options:

»On-line payments
via our website at www.
ely.mn.us—-Pay Your
Utility Bill Online. During
this emergency the EUC
will pay the convenience
fee toencourage customers
to sign up for Payment
Service Network. Credit
card fees will be the
responsibility of the cus-
tomer.

» Mail payment to
2210 E Sheridan St., Ste
1, Ely MN 55731.

> Utilize the drop box
at the Joint Public Works
Facility at2210 E Sheridan
St. or drop payment off
at the drive-through at
Boundary Waters Bank
or Frandsen Bank. If you
have any utility questions,
please call 218-365-3224,
ext.4 oremail eucbilling@
ely.mn.us.

America due to the impact
of the COVID-19 market
shock,” said Lourenco
Goncalves, Chairman,
President and CEO of
Cleveland-Cliffs. “As
our steel customers ratio-
nalize their operations’
capacities, we made the
decision to adjust our iron
ore production during the
first half of the year and
not continue to build addi-

tional iron ore inventory
until market conditions
improve. Once the North
American steel market
improves, Cleveland-
Cliffs will be able to
quickly restart and ramp
up production.”

The announcement
comes as another blow
to the region’s economy,
which is already reeling
from business closures in

other sectors due to the
current stay-at-home order
ineffectin Minnesota. The
closure of Northshore may
not be the last one inthe
region. U.S. Steel, which
operates Minntac, Keetac,
and is a part-owner of
Hibbing Taconite, posted
a $680 million loss in the
fourth quarter of 2019,
well before the economic
impacts created by the

COVID-19 pandemic.
U.S. Steel stock has fallen
87 percent over the past
two years and reached a
record low of $4.90 per
share on March 18 of this
year. Itwastrading at $6.34
per share as of this week.
The company announced
the layoffof 1,500 workers
at a Michigan steel mill
in December, but has not
announced any job cuts,

at least for now, at its
Minnesota mining oper-
ations.

While the slump in
demand for steel products
has been most pronounced
in the automotive sector,
industry analysts say the
slump in demand stem-
ming from the current
pandemic is affecting
virtually all sectors of the
steel market.

post, David Sebesta
revealed the recent loss
of his stepfather and his
companion to COVID-19.

“Many others have
felt this heartache. To
think that I, as a chamber
board member, should be
comfortable having tens of
thousands of visitors from
across the Midwest and
beyond, including many
‘hot spots,” congregated
in Whiteside Park over a
three-day weekend in July
would be totally irrespon-
sible.”

He continued, “One
can only imagine the
impact an outbreak would
be to our aging local pop-
ulation and our limited
resources. We may not
know all the solutions but
we sure the hell know the
risks! We get it. This is
a devastating economic
situation. We have not
only continued to monitor
concernsinthe Ely areabut
also across the state and
region. In light of much
gathered information from

many reliable sources,
the board reached this
decision.”

In addition to the
Blueberry/Art Festival,
many Ely Chamber of
Commerce events, meet-
ings, and educational
programs are canceled
or rescheduled for this
fall. The Chamber has
also canceled the City
Wide Rummage, Business
Crazy Day and Used
Watercraft and Equipment
Sale, Tuesday Nite Live,
Business Appreciation
Day, and Music in the
Park.

The Chamber’s
Annual Board Meeting
is rescheduled for
Wednesday, Oct. 28, at
the Grand Ely Lodge
followed by the Celebrate
Ely Business Networking
Dinner.

Other developments

Mayor Chuck Novak
said no decision has yet
been made concerning the
city of Ely’s Fourth of July

parade and celebration
activities.

“We will take our lead
from the Governor and
the state’s stay-at-home
order,” he said Tuesday.
“We are walking carefully
on this and will make any
announcements when we
have the information that
we need.”

Likewise, ISD 696
Superintendent Erik Erie
said Tuesday that he con-
tinues to monitor develop-
ments on the how the rest
of the 2019-20 school year
will be conducted through
the Minnesota Department
of Education.

“We are making con-
tingency plans to finish
out the year with distance
learning, if needed, and
considering options for
graduation and school
athletic events,” he said
Tuesday.

Ely School Board
members will convene
remotely on Monday,
April 27 for theirregularly
scheduled study session to

discuss the school facility
building project.

“At their May 11
meeting, the board is
looking at approving
a bonding referendum
for voters to consider in
August,” Erie said.

The Boundary Waters
Blues Festival, slated
for Labor Day weekend,
has also been canceled,
according to organizer
Mike Jankovec. He made
the announcement on the
festival’s website.

“Due to the coro-
navirus outbreak we are
unable to produce the 2020
Boundary Waters Blues
Fest, our 20th anniversary
event. This has been a dif-
ficult decision, but I can’t
proceed with the booking
process this farinto the cal-
endar year without being
able to see the future and,
potentially compromising
the quality of the event. As
things evolve, I will post
updates about the future of
this event.”

Babbitt’s annual com-

munity celebration, Peter
Mitchell Fun Days, is
also called off. According
to a statement from the
Peter Mitchell Fun Days
Committee, “Forthe health
and safety of the citizens of
Babbitt and our volunteers
and participants we have
decided to cancel the 2020
Walleye Whamma and
Peter Mitchell Fun Days.”

The Ely Farmers
Market, with some adjust-
ments, is still on track this
summer, according to
organizers.

“The state of
Minnesota has equated
farmers markets to grocery
stores as far as being essen-
tial businesses,” accord-
ing to the organization’s
Facebook page. “That
being said, we may have to
make some adjustments to
layout and practices of the
market to accommodate
for social distancing and
other guidelines as laid out
by the governor.”
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Cindy Grindy
Margaret Rinne

Carol Keister

Vickie Entner
Pamela Roberts
Lois Pajari

Alberta Whitenack

Cook Community & PEO Chapter
ER Sewing Project
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CHILD SAFETY

GCOVID-19 fallout threatens vuinerable children

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Three-year-
old Katie wasn’t like her pre-
school classmates. Instead of the
bubbly enthusiasm flowing from
her peers as they played togeth-
er, she sat quietly in a corner,
all alone, her trembling hands
fumbling as she tried putting
a puzzle together. Any time an
adult drew near or talked to her,
she stopped working, dropped
her head, and drew her body into
a perfectly still and frightened
little ball until the threatening
attention went away.

“She’s been like that ever

Multiple stressors combine to create potential for abuse or neglect

since she was abused,” her
teacher explained.

Katie and her two older
brothers lived in a family that was
barely making ends meet when
her father suddenly lost his job.
Unable to get work and with rent
and bills past due a month and
more, he was sullen, depressed,
irritable, demanding, and dove
into alcohol to numb himself
from the world, the teacher said.

One day, when then two-
year-old Katie was throwing
a tantrum and would not stop,
something in her father snapped.
He bolted up from his chair,

roughly snatched Katie from the
floor, and threw her across the
room into a wall. She crumpled
to the floor and lay still. Later,
at the hospital, they discovered
Katie had a fractured skull and a
broken arm,but no life-threaten-
ing internal injuries, the teacher
said.

“She curls up like that so
that she doesn’t do anything that
could make someone want to
hurt her again,” the teacher said.

There hadn’t been any
history of abuse by the father
before this, the teacher said.
Child protective social workers

said it happened because the
father was under stress much
greater than he could cope with.

The story is true, although
it happened in another state and
the name is fictitious. But the
circumstances are not unlike
those now facing thousands
of Minnesota families as their
worlds have been turned upside
down and inside out in the wake
of the coronavirus pandemic.
With schools and businesses
closed, thousands out of work
and facing financial hardships,
and families isolated by social
distancing and stay-at-home

orders, circumstances couldn’t
be much worse for sparking a
possible increase in child abuse
and neglect.

“There’s a lot of concern
for how children and families
will fare during this time,” said
Paula Stocke, division director
for St. Louis County Children
and Family Services in Virginia.
“So the unknowns, even with
temporary assistance, create
increased stress, anxiety, and
frustration.”

See NEGLECT..page 2B

SHELTER

Ely motel working with St. Louis Gounty to
provide rooms for COVID-19 patient isolation

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY — At least two motel rooms here
are reserved for local residents who test
positive for coronavirus and need a safe
place to shelter away from family.

St. Louis County Public Health,
partnering with Arrowhead Economic
Opportunity Agency (AEOA) and
other agencies, is prepared to spend up
to $500,000 on hotel rooms at various
locations around the county for people
who need to quarantine because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

At least 90 rooms at four lodging
establishments, one each in Duluth,
Hibbing, Virginia,and Ely, would be used,
according to officials.

“It’s really out of an abundance of
caution,and just from a planning perspec-
tive, we need tobe ready,” Linnea Mirsch,
director of St. Louis County Public Health
and Human Services told a Duluth media
outlet. “It’sreally hard to know how many
beds we will need, especially in northern
parts of St. Louis County.”

Sue Edgington, owner of Adventure
Inn and also Ely-Bloomenson Hospital
board chair, confirmed for the Timberjay
that the Sheridan Street motel she owns
with her husband Mark is participating
in the program. They signed a 30-day
agreement through May 15 to provide
isolation lodging if needed to residents
in Ely, Tower and Babbitt. As of early
this week, the rooms were not occupied.

“We have two rooms ready, strate-
gically located in a corner of our back
building, which is perfect for isolation,”
Sue Edgington said on Saturday. “Our
business and future guests can stay in our
front building.”

She said she regretted the way that
news of their participation in the program
spread like wildfire in and around Ely.
Social media blew up last week with
concerns that COVID-19 could be brought
to the Ely community. The news broke
late Wednesday as reported by a Duluth
television station.

Adventure Inn owners Mark and Sue Edgington. photo by K. Vandervort

“The (Ely) mayor was very upset,”
Edgington said, “because the rumors
sounded like I'm taking in COVID
patients from Duluth or wherever, and
that is not the case. From there it mush-
roomed.”

Ely Mayor Chuck Novak pushed back
on the unsubstantiated rumors.

“The rooms that are being contracted
in Ely are for the purpose of being avail-
able in case someone here tests positive,”
he said. “They are not planning to send
people from anywhere else to here at
this point. The intent is if someone here
tests positive, it would be a respite. Say a
person athome with a family tests positive
(for the coronavirus), and the rest of the
family does not test positive, they need to
get away from the rest of the family and
this will make that possible.”

Edgington noted a local newspaper
that reported on the isolation program

declined to contact her for a comment.

“Instead, they focused on my
Facebook page where I got blasted by
a woman who freaked out and didn’t
know the whole story and started attack-
ing me and the St. Louis County Health
Department,” she said. “Then I started
getting emails, and it was just hell.”

On Adventure Inn’s Facebook page
Edgington wrote, “We do not have
anybody here. What we offered was two
rooms for the month of April to provide
isolation in case someone in Ely has no
place to shelter. We have homeless and
indigent people here and it is to protect
the community from them spreading it.
Please try to understand that this is to
protect our community.”

In arelated Facebook post, she added
“We are not making much money on this

See MOTEL..page 2B

= /

Tamara Moore new head
Men’s Baskethall and
Women’s Softhall Goach
at Mesabi Range

VIRGINIA- Tamara Moore has
accepted the position of Head Men’s
Basketball and Women’s Softball
coach at Mesabi Range College.
Born and raised in Minneapolis,
Moore was a standout high school
basketball player at Minneapolis
North High School. Moore accepted a
full-ride scholarship to the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, where she
helped lead the Badgers to the 2000
WNIT Championship and was named
the 2000 WNIT MVP.

Moore played in the WNBA for
six seasons with teams including
Miami Sol, Minnesota Lynx, New
York Liberty, Phoenix Mercury, Los
Angeles Sparks,and Houston Comets.
She also played six seasons in Israel
and France. Moore has coached high
school basketball for seven seasons at
schools in the Twin Cities area.

Moore is currently competing
in the new Global Mixed Gender
Summer League, playing in 23
Global Mixed Gender games with
Washington Fusion,Atlanta Heirs,and
Chicago Vikings. Sheis also currently
the owner of a semi-pro men’s team,
TC Elite Basketball.

MRC Athletic Director, Brad
Scott, stated, “I am extremely excited
to work with Tamara here at Mesabi
Range College. I am confident that
she will be a great fit. Her experience
and strong knowledge of the game
are evident. Tamara has proven to be
very successful at every level, and 1
am expecting that she will continue
her success on the basketball court
and on the softball field.”

HEALTH CARE

Duluth hospitals ready to treat GOVID-19 patients

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

REGIONAL- As of April
14, the Minnesota Department
of Health (MDH) has confirmed
a total of five deaths in St. Louis
County linked to COVID-19.
St. Louis County released data
on April 10 which counted two
men in their mid to late 80s and
awoman in her early 60s among
the fatalities. The county is
unable to release any additional
details about these individuals or
where they lived, as it is consid-

ered private data.

The total number of positive
cases in St. Louis County is 42,
as of April 14, up from 34 on
April 10.

Physicians and administra-
tors from the two major hospitals
in Duluth said they are ready to
treat COVID-19 patients after
having the time to increase the
number of intensive care unit
beds available at both Essentia
and St. Luke’s. In addition, they
said they have been working with
clinics and smaller hospitals in
other parts of the county to make
sure all are ready for a possible

influx of patients testing positive
for COVID-19.

“We want to be overpre-
pared and not underprepared,”
said infectious disease physician
Rajesh Prabhu, during a press
conference held on Thursday,
April 9.

“There is no question that
social distancing is helping,”
said Dr. Jon Pryor, president of
Essentia Health’s east market.
“There is clear evidence it is
reducing the number of hospital
admissions and deaths.”

But Pryor said the region
still needs to be prepared.

“We are not over this yet. We
have not hit our peak,” he said.

Pryor urged everyone to
treat anyone they run into as
someone who might be infected
with COVID-19.

“You can get it from people
who don’t even know that they
have it,” he said.

Dr. Andrew Thompson,
infectious disease physician at
St.Luke’s, said staff at both hos-
pitals are learning best practices
intreating COVID-19 from their
colleagues all over the world.

The gradual influx of
COVID-19 patients, Thompson

said, allows them to learn how
to keep both their patients and
employees safe.

Both hospitals have can-
celed all elective surgeries to
make sure medical equipment,
including ventilators, are avail-
able for COVID-19 patients
when needed. Both hospitals
have placed orders for additional
ventilators, which are expected
to be delivered within a month.

“We are tripling our capac-
ity,” said Dr. Nicholas Van
Deelen, chief medical officer at

See HOSPITALS...page 2B
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St. Luke’s.

The hospitals are still not
sure when they will see a peak
in COVID-19 patients seeking
care.

“We don’t know when the
peak is going to be,” said Pryor,
“or when we will need these
ventilators. We don’t have as
many as we want. We want to
be prepared for the worst. Both
Essentia and St. Luke’s are striv-

NEGLECT...Continued from page 1B

Neglect occurs more fre-
quently than abuse. It can be
neglect of meeting a child’s
physical needs for food, shelter,
and clothing,or emotional,,often
stemming from lack of atten-
tion when they’re in distress,
or simply failing to display the
normal affection and interactions
they have been used to.

Physical abuse involves
injuries both minor and major
inflicted on a child, whether
purposeful or unintentional. One
of the most prevalent factors
causing a parent to abuse their
child is not having the coping
skills necessary to deal with
extreme stress, which includes
limited or no interaction with
a social support network of
extended family and friends.

State officials involved
with child protective services
confirmed the urgency of the
situation in a written statement
provided to the Timberjay.

“The COVID-19 pandemic,
and the measures being taken
to address it, are certainly cre-
ating stressful conditions for

ing to be overprepared.”

Both hospitals said they
have adequate supplies of
personal protective equipment
(PPE) at this time, but their
modeling shows that once a
surge in cases hits they will go
through these supplies rapidly.
They both have been purchasing
as much PPE as possible since
last December. They said the
help they have been receiving

from local companies who have
stepped up to provide PPE has
been invaluable.

While COVID-19 testing
is being done in Duluth and
Virginia with test kits being sent
to the Mayo Clinic for analysis,
St. Luke’s does have the ability
to do a few rapid tests on site.

They now have the ability to
test any patients admitted with
possible COVID-19 symptoms,

they said. The hospitals tested
52 patients in Duluth on April
8, with another eight tests done
in Virginia. The patients tested
inDuluth included patients from
across the county.

Pryor said the hospitals are
working in unison with their
partner clinics throughout the
county.

“They are as prepared as we
are,” Pryor said.

The best thing the public
can do to help right now is to
stay home, keep washing their
hands, and be sure to practice
social distancing if one needs to
be out, said Van Deelen.

“We need more time,” he
said.

many families,” the statement
said. “Social isolation, unem-
ployment and other economic
stressors, as well as the general
strain posed by the physical
risks associated with this pan-
demic are all risks generally
associated with increased rates
of maltreatment.”

And while the incidence
of abuse and neglect is likely
to go up, the chance individual
cases will be reported decreases
because children now aren’t in
regular face-to-face contact with
teachers and medical providers
who are mandated to report
suspected abuse and neglect.
The written statement provided
to the Timberjay confirmed
that reports of maltreatment
decreased by 30 percent in the
first week children were out of
school compared to the previous
three weeks. Approximately 80
percent of maltreatment reports
in 2019 were made by mandated
reporters.

With education back in
session via distance learning,
Stocke said regular videocon-

ferencing that’s taking place
between teachers and students,
as well as more frequent parental
contacts, could help to fill the
reporting gap.

Video check-ins and phone
calls also have increased signifi-
cantly between social workers
and the families they work with
through the reporting, support,
and supervising system for those
who have been reported for pos-
sible abuse or neglect, Stocke
said. Eliminating drive time has
actually increased opportunities
for engagement with clients.

“With the shelter-in-
place orders it’s a really tricky
balance,” she said.“We’re trying
to do our part to mitigate the
spread. We have limited PPE
so we have to be strategic in
how we’re interviewing and
relying on people’s networks.
More workers are in a mobile
work arrangement, and we’re
partnering with law enforcement
for more imminent situations.”

An important part of their
work is trying to keep parents
and children engaged with each

other when achild has been taken
out of a home and placed in a
temporary living arrangement.
Stocke described how one parent
has recorded a video of herself
reading a book that the child’s
foster parent shares with the
child every night.

“We’re trying to be very
creative,” Stocke said.

When reports of possible
abuse or neglect are received in
the Virginia or Duluth offices,
those investigating are also
allowed by statute to contact
a family’s extended support
network, including family or
neighbors, which helps not only
with investigations but with
finding crucial support.

Stocke said her staff also
has been scrambling to keep up
with what community support
services have to offer families,
given that they, too, are affected
by the COVID-19 situation.

“A lot of the typical com-
munity resources we encourage
people to connect with are sus-
pending services,” Stocke said.
“For example, access at a food

pantry — are they in place or not,
are their services different? We
have a centralized place on the
county internet site where social
workers can go to find out. We’re
really doing our homework to
see what’s out there.”

Stocke said she is grateful
for state actions that have eased
some of the stress for families,
such as halting evictions and
not penalizing people, but as
the pandemic continues so will
uncertainties and stress.

Those who suspect abuse
or neglect in northern St. Louis
County can report it by calling
the Virginia office Initial
Intervention Unit at 218-471-
7128, or by going to the county
website, stlouiscountymn.gov,
and clicking on the “Report
Child Abuse” button found
on the Children and Family
Services Child Protection web
page.Inanemergency call 9-1-1
to reach local law enforcement.

|

Daniel C. Theel

Daniel Clifford Theel,
65, of Embarrass, died on
Thursday, April 9, 2020,
at his home. Burial and a
celebration of life will be
scheduled at a later date.
Memorial donations are
preferred to the Babbitt or
Embarrass Ambulance and
Fire Departments. Family
services are provided by
Bauman-Cron, a Bauman
Family Funeral Home in
Virginia.

He was born on Aug.
31, 1954, in Rochester.
Danny spent his first
years of schooling in
Embarrass and graduated
from Babbitt High School
in 1972.He owned his first
horse at nine years of age.
He worked at home on
the Theel Poultry Farm,
worked for American

Bridge in Mt.Iron,worked
as a welder for Welding
Inc. in Gillette, Wyo.,
was an over the road
trucker for both Kirvan
of International Falls and
Theel Trucking, was an
EMT at Ely Hospital, and
worked for North Shore
Mining of Babbitt, retiring
after 23 years there.
Danny was an active
volunteer for the Babbitt
Ambulance and Fire
Department and volun-
teered many years with
the St. Louis County
Rescue Squad. He was
the vice-chairman of the
Embarrass Region Fair
Board. He enjoyed his
boat “Mixed Emotions”
on Lake Vermilion, water
skiing, and he was an avid
SCUBAdiver.He enjoyed
snowmobiling, raising
Hereford cattle and Paint
horses. He was active in
competitive ranch sorting
and team penning. He
thoroughly enjoyed farm
auctions, handling farm
machinery, and making
hay. He loved his beloved
horse Rockett for 20 years.
Danny was known
greatly for his quick wit
and was full of a lot of

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO
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serving Northern Minnesota.
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jokes, humorous sayings
and quotes. He was always
willing to give a helping
hand to others. He was
an ordained minister, and
Danny had been sober for
39 years.

Danny is survived
by his parents, Dale and
Wanda Theel; wife of
18 years, Toni; broth-
ers, Bob (Tami) Theel
and Dean (Jeanie) Theel,
sisters, Sharon (Paul)
Foster, Julie (Rueben)
Robinson and Annette
(Steve) Nicholas; four
children, Nancy (Aaron)
Lamppa, Dale Theel, Jeff
(Trista) Struna and Codi
Forsman and Dean Raati;
six grandchildren, Alex
(Anna) Bee,Brady Struna,
Sadie Theel, Ally Miller,
Davis Theel and Ashtyn
Struna; three great-grand-
children, Avery, Aldyn
and Mia; numerous aunts
and uncles, nieces and
nephews, great-nieces and
great-nephews, a great-
great-nephew; and many
great friends.

He was preceded in
death by his grandparents;
and nephews, Geoffrey
Foster and Jody Theel.

William L. Ellison
William ‘Bill’ L.
Ellison, 89, of Superior,
Wis., died on Thursday,
April 2, 2020, at Essentia
Health in Virginia. A
drive-by visitation was
held at the entrance of
Pilgrim Lutheran Church
in Superior on Monday,
April 6. Due to COVID-
19 and the Governor’s
mandates, all attending
the visitation remained in
their vehicles and were
greeted by Bill’s family
as they drove through the
portico and paused to pay
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their respects. Burial was
in Sunrise Cemetery in
Duluth. Family arrange-
ments were with Downs
Funeral Home of Superior.

Billwasbornin Duluth
on Oct. 5, 1930, the son of
Frances (Carlson) and
John Harold Ellison. He
married Shirley Sohlstrom
onJan. 20, 1950, and they
celebrated 70 years of mar-
riage. He had worked for
many years at Minnesota
Power and then for
SWL&P.Following retire-
ment, he enjoyed working
at Superior Chrysler.

Bill was a member of
Pilgrim Lutheran Church,
Masonic Lodge, AAD
Shrine and the Elks Lodge.
He took great pride in
volunteering and was
always volunteering in
the local communities. He
enjoyed his Golf Group,
socializing at the Elks,
and all the Shrine events,
including the parades. He
loved traveling to Trout
Lake and looked forward
every year to the camping
and fishing trips.

Bill is survived by his
wife, Shirley of Superior;
children, Brenda (Karel)
Winkelaar of Tower, Linda
(Robert) DiCasmirro of
Soudan and Tim Ellison
of Chisolm; grandchil-
dren, Jesse Gornick, Cade
(Andrea) Gornick, Nathan
(Sabrina) DiCasmirro,
Nicole (Josh) Carlson,Erin
Miller, Brandie Ellison
and Deanna Ellison; and
great-grandchildren,
Otto, Charlize, Cazimiro,
Gianna, Avianna, Jesslyn,
Nevea and Damien.

He was preceded in
death by his parents; sister,
Diane Juten; and grandson,
Cody Miller.

Gloria M. Lott

GloriaMary Bertogliat
Lott, 88, formerly of
Babbitt, passed away on
Saturday,April 11,2020, at
Essentia Health in Duluth
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.Inlight of COVID-
19, a private graveside
service and burial will
be held, with a Memorial
Mass celebrated at a later
date. Arrangements are

with Landmark Funeral
Home in Virginia.

She is survived by her
brother, Julian (Sharon)
Bertogliat of Esko; chil-
dren, John (Mary Jo) Lott
of Duluth, Linda (Ron)
Asleson of Embarrass,
Beth (Steve) Godwin of
Embarrass,Craig(Tammy)
Lott of Soldotna, Alaska,
and Kevin (Laura) Lott of
Duluth; 12 grandchildren;
eight great-grandchildren;
two great-great-grandchil-
dren; and many beloved
in-laws, nieces and
nephews.

Jim A. LaValley

Jim Allen LaValley,
65, of Vermilion Lake
Township, died on
Wednesday, April 8,2020,
in the loving, around-the-
clock care of his family.
A private family service
will be held, with a cel-
ebration of life at a later
date at the family farm.
Memorials are the pre-
ferred way to honor Jim’s
memory. Family services
are provided by Bauman-
Vermilion, a Bauman
Family Funeral Home in
Tower.

He is survived by
his wife of 40 years,
Mary; children, Jared
LaValley of Aurora, Tara
LaValley of Babbitt and
Jessie (Matt) Konz of
VermilionLake Township;
siblings, Donald LaValley
of Staples,Jeanne Miller of
Staplesand MonalLaValley
of Fergus Falls; stepfa-
ther, Melvin Hotakainen;
and extended family and
friends.

Sylvia K. Troseth

Sylvia Katherine
Potter Troseth, 92, a life-
long Iron Ranger, passed
away on Saturday, April
4,2020,at Carefree Living
in Orr. A memorial service
will be held at a later date.
Arrangements are with
Range Funeral Home in
Virginia.

She is survived by her
children, David (Linda)
Troseth of Angora and
Ted Troseth of Texas;
grandchildren, Darren
(Kerrie) Troseth, Melanie

(Avi) Shalom, Ted Troseth.
Nicholas Troseth and Ric
Bontems; great-grand-
children, Aliyah and Oria
Shalom and Alec Easty;
son-in-law, Dennis Brown;
brother, Joe Potter; and
numerous nieces and
nephews.

Kevin J. Kutsi

Kevin J. Kutsi, 56, of
Ely and formerly of Hoyt
Lakes, passed away on
Wednesday, April 8,2020.
at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Duluth. His family would
like to thank and bless his
care workers and doctors
for their many years of
service. A family service
will be held at a later date.
Arrangements are with
Ziemer-Moeglein-Shatava
Funeral Home in Gilbert.

He is survived by
his sister, Judy (Dennis)
Koponen of Babbitt; niece-
dog, Aunna-Liisa; and
numerous uncles, aunts
and cousins who were very
special to him.

Carol L. Indihar

Carol Lee Moren
Indihar, 80, of Gilbert,
passedawayonWednesday:.
April 1,2020,at Waterview
Pines Nursing Home in
Virginia. A private family
service was held at St
Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Gilbert. A community
visitation was held at
the Ziemer-Moeglein-
Shatava Funeral Home on
Wednesday,April 15, with
social distancing of six
feet and no more than ten
guests at a time permitted.
Burial was in the Gilbert
Cemetery. A celebration
of life will be held at a
later date.

She is survived by
three children, Michael
(Bergetta) Indihar, Susan
Tessier and Connie
Nystrom; daughter-in-
law, Rita Indihar; grand-
children, Roth, Ryan and
Rachel Indihar, Stephanie
Svercl, Christopher
Tessier, Brandon and Brian
Trast, Larissa Johnson
and Nicholas Nystrom;
11 great-grandchildren;
and siblings, Joseph
(Jim) Moren and Marge
Rozinka.
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Expedited firefighter training classes set for Tower

TOWER — A bevy of new
firefighters here will have the
opportunity to take part in an
expedited training program
designed to help them achieve
certification in a matter of a few
weeks, rather than the months or
years that it typically requires.

Tower’s new fire chief Paige
Olson has arranged the training

through Central Lakes College,
which provides much of the
traditional classroom training
through online webinars. The
college will also be bringing
specially designed “skills trail-
ers” to Tower later this spring
so firefighters can learn through
hands-on experience as well.
Those trailers help instructors

simulate burning buildings,
burning propane tanks, and
operating with self-contained
breathing apparatus in confined
spaces.

The training opportunity
will also be open to firefighters
or prospective firefighters from
neighboring departments to
take part to hone their skills or

complete their own basic train-
ing. All volunteer firefighters in
Minnesota are required to com-
plete what’sknown as Firefighter
I and Firefighter II training to
ensure that they have the skills
to operate safely and effectively
when responding to fires.

The training will not only be
expedited,butalso free of charge

for the city. The Minnesota
Board of Firefighter Training and
Education will pay the tuition
for the training once firefight-
ers complete the coursework.
For more information about the
training opportunity, contact
Paige Olson at paigehinkel41 @
gmail.com.

MOTEL...from page 1B

at all. This is to provide a
service to protect our com-
munity in case it is needed.
We have alarge population
in our area that might need
to be isolated.”
Edgington revealed
that she would be reim-
bursed $50 per night if
her rooms are utilized for
the isolation program. The
services would be provided
only to those who have
a positive lab-confirmed
case of COVID-19, and
have no place to safely
isolate, according to St.
Louis County officials.
St. Louis County
District 4 Commissioner
Paul McDonald praised the
efforts of the local business.
“Thisis locals helping
locals,” he said. “(The
county) is not going to
bring people from some-
where else up here. This
programis to helpout Ely.”
He indicated that
federal dollars are allocated
for the program.
“County taxpayers
are funding the operation
for the immediate future,
but we are seeking federal
reimbursements that would
likely be approved by
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. We

may be getting some state
dollars to help with this,
t00,” McDonald added.

Edgington said she
does not plan to extend her
agreement past mid-May,
“notunless thereis astrong
need and there is no tourism
business.”

She said she is partic-
ipating in the program as a
way of giving back to the
Ely community.

“We had amazing
community support when
our son got cancer and
died,” Edgingtonsaid. “We
owe this community alot.”

Edgington said they
often provide space at the
motel for others in need.

“We have been a
go-to for women who are
escaping from (an unsafe)
domestic situation,” she
said. “We take in home-
less that churches in our
community send over. We
have temporarily taken in
people who have a mental
illness and are waiting
to get placed into a more
permanent living arrange-
ment. We have done this
foryears and thisis justone
more thing that we do to
help out our community,”
she said.
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Vermilion Senior Living iz a beautiful 20 Unit
Assisted Living located in Tower, MN.
Surrounded by nature, nestled in the pines and
includes all the comforts of home.
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In Memorium  Kurt Goodwin

You left this world on April 17, 2019. We miss your
presence, your jokes, laughter, wisdom, smile, twinkle
in your eye, unconditional love, prayer list, and
leadership. As much as we don’t like not having you
here, we know you are not
suffering, you are with the Lord,
and we will see you again. We
love you, know you are thought
of daily, and are deeply missed
by your family and friends.
For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith and -
this is not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God - not by works,
so that no one can boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV

Charles R. Zeugner

Certified Public Accountant

See us for all your tax preparation
and accounting needs.

218-365-6020
10 N 1st Ave. E, Suite 204 « Ely MN 55731
Charles@ZeugnerCPA.com * www.elycpa.com

Ely Community Health Center
Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.

Providing NO COST basic healthcare
and referrals

111 S 4th Ave E, Ely
Volunteer opportunities also available

- —

100, GITRUCKS!

ARE
OPEN!

OUR SERYICE DEFT 15 OFEN WITH A SEPARATE ENTERAMNCE DUR SALES DEPT. IS DPEN BY APPOINTMENT WITH NEAR INSTANT APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
AS LONG A5 LESS THAN 10 CUSTOMERS DN OUR SHOWROOM FLOOR. WOU CAN CALL FROM OUR PARKRNG LOT WITH NUMEERS LISTED BELDW DR 0N DUR DODR.
PLEASE CALL 218-262-3881 OR INDIVIDUALLY.
Ryan Aultman 218-293-4606 = Mike Day 218-293-4637 « Randy Roy 218-293-4625

Katie Helstrom 218-293-4596 = Eric Graff 218-203-4627 = Tim Carruth 218-212-T202

PRESIDENTS AWARD WINNER!

FORD OF HIBBING HAS RECEIVED FORD MOTOR'S MOST PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SALES PERFORMANCE
& CUSTOMER SERVICE! ONE OF ONLY SEVEN WINNERS IN MINNESOTA!

2020 F150 XLT SPORT SUPERCAB 4X4  :«tst
$49,910 MSRP
-2500 SPORT/NAV DISCOUNT
-1,500 BONUS CUSTOMER CASH

-2,000*LEND A HAND FORD CREDIT CASH
-2,250 CUSTOMER CASH

-250 *FORD CREDIT BONUS CASH
4,459 FOH DISCOUNT '

EVERYONE'S PRICE

$36,951.....

2020 EDGE SEL AWD

$40,065 MSRP
-1,250 RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH
1,250
-§1,500 *
-5500 9
-$2,1%

EVERYONE'S PRICE

$33,429....

£24Mm3

2020 F150 XLT SPORT 4X4 CREW CAB &
$52,170MSRP

-2,500 SPORT/NAV DISCOUNT

-2,250 CUSTOMER CASH

-250 *FORD CREDIT BONUS CASH

-1,500 BONUS CASH

-5,139 FOH DISCOUNT

-2,000 *LEND A HAND FOR CREDIT CASH

EVERYONE'S PRICE

$38,531 ...\
2020 ESCAPE SE AWD

$30,490 MSRP
-1,500 RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH

-1,500 *LEND A HAND FORD CREDIT CASH
-1,491 FOH DISCOUNT

824190

EVERYONE'S PRICE

$25,999 .

ECOBOOST, ALUMINUM WHEELS, FORD

#2379

2020 ECOSPORT SE 4WD

$26,045 MSRP

-2,250 RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH

-1,500 *LEND A HAND FORD CREDIT CASH
-500 SELECT INVENTORY CASH g

1,008 FOH DISCOUNT

EVERYONE'S PRICE

$20,787 .

2016 FUSION SE SEDAN
38K miles

$11,980 $17,900

2012 RAM 1500 BIGHORN
L

2014 CR-Y

$15;980 i Silil4980 —
EE“EIPEW“ PFLATINUM
$49:890 B

*Must Finance with Ford Motor Credit, APR's as low as 5.9% for Qualified Buyers, DAC. **Prices May Vary Due to Optional Equipment/Model

@@?

e -
[ 5 ! 1 ax4 - 0K, emllen
$15648 s | ST4980 wxns | $8{900 o | S30j980 e
2015 F150 XLT CREW CAB 2017 FI50 CREW LARIA 2011 SIERRA 2013 F150 STX
EOL ‘ST EXT. CAR EiL
22,980 — o | S0400 na | SABIET
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2019 FUSION SE FWD e
§25,700 MSRP

-1,500 RETAIL {:I.IET{}MEH EASH

-1,500 ¥ i

-500 S
-1,000 *F
-4,964 F

EVERYONE'S PRICE

$16,236....°

ADAPTIVE CRUISE, VOICE ACTIVE MAVIGATION, BLIND SPOT SYSTEM

21] l E EXPLORER XLT 44

e @ o

2012 NISSAN ROGUE &

PEA

Il.rlll

2018 FI50 ML SPORT CREW

g NTCONTON KLY 2011 ACADIA AWD ﬂ’\
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Qur lives in the

S Northwoods

PRESCRIBED FIRE

ForestServlce susnends spring burning plans

REGIONAL— The
Superior National Forest
is suspending their spring
prescribed fire activities
in response to the out-
break of the COVID-19
virus. “The safety of the
public and all wildland
fire responders is always
the number one priori-
ty for all wildland fire
agencies,” stated Suzanne
Hirsch, spokesperson for

prescribed burns will be
determined atafuture date
allowing Forest Service
officials to evaluate the
public health situation
throughout the summer.
Potential smoke
impacts to the public
are considered in all pre-
scribed fire and wildfire
management. “Asalways,
we work in coordination
withlocal and state health
organizations and make

said Hirsch. “This deci-
sion to suspend prescribed
burning will prevent any
potential effects from
smoke that might further
worsen conditions for
those who are atrisk in our
communities. In addition,
we are working to reduce
exposure for our firefight-
ers, whose first priority
will be the suppression
of wildfires.”

While COVID-19

Superior. . .
. any necessary changes circumstances arerapidly
The potential for fall should the need arise,” evolving, and federal
[ P ]
RUMINATTONS

Life comes together

Signs abound that we’re all part of a biophilic commumty

by Peter M. Leschak

n a mid-March morning
still featuring six-foot
snowbanks, I ambled

down our driveway a little ways
to pee on a patch of ice. It’s an
early spring melting ritual, a
modest contribution in support
of the season. Maples overarch
that spot, and I heard, then saw,
ared-breasted nuthatch bobbing
atthe tip of alower limb, calling
and proclaiming.

“Good morning, nut-

course. But had word spread on
a nuthatch network? A pleasant
wish. I did feel privileged to
briefly serve as a perch, though
1 did check to see if the bird had
merely pooped on my head.No,
but I would’ve laughed.

As we navigate life, such
connections with animals are
potent markers. Two days later,
a retired colleague told me
a remarkable story. He once
owned a cabin on the shore
of Lake Superior, and the lot
included an old, tumbledown

hatch,” I replied, shack thathad
then refocused been slowly
on my satisfy- collapsing for
ing ice-thawing Alot of research generations.
it. : One day h
PUTS}Fhe nuthatch — not to mention norzifz:ed?gven:
droppedono s common experience  Snieing e
it flitting around and common sense —  structure and
on my knit cap, not coming
working toward has demonstrated out. Curious,
my forehead. I : he crept up to
closed my eyes the mmd and bOdy it and peered
i cwe fUrero - rejuvenating power e, Thr
iti - wi
fluttering — to my Of OUtdOOI' laI]dS(Hpes, wolf on the
nose. For five . floor and
or six seconds and the Othef Sp€C1€S several ravens
the bird danced that inhabit them. were strutting

up there before
returning to the
maple. At that
moment I wished the nuthatch
had a nickname I knew, an
intimate and familiar handle I
could’ve exclaimed in gratitude.

Did the bird know me?
Eighteen months before, I'd
rescued a red-breasted nuthatch
that was trapped and panicked
inside the Side Lake Post Office.
Was it him or her? Not likely, of

around it,
uttering soft
vocalizations.
They weren’t pecking at the
wolf, just encircling it. What
forcefully struck him, he said,
was that it looked like a cere-
mony...like a wake. When the
ravens left they did not return,
and the body was undisturbed.

Cooperation between
wolves and ravens is well-
known, and my colleague

e

mentioned that on more than one
occasion in his forestry career
he’d seen wolves and ravens
sharing a deer carcass without
conflict. Ravens will sometimes
lead wolves to prey, or to a
carcass, so the wolves can tear
it open for them, and they also
seem to serve as lookouts at kill
sites, providing additional ears
and eyes. Researchers have wit-
nessed play behavior between
the species, withravens tugging
on wolf tails to provoke them
into akind of tagging game, and
wolf pups and ravens cavorting
as if on recess. It seems clear
they have social attachments.
Raven expert Bernd
Heinrich noted that,“Theraven-
wolf association may be close
to a symbiosis that benefits the
wolves and ravens alike.”
Wolf expert L. David
Mech wrote, “Both species are
extremely social....Perhaps in
some way individuals of each

Top: A raven sits on a
white pine snag.

Above: A wolf and ravens
gather near a deer Kkill.
file photos/S. Foss

Inset: A red-breasted
nuthatch. photo/M. Helmberger

species have included members
of the other in their social group
and have formed bonds with
them....”

Was the dead wolf in the
shack known to the ravens?
Had they teased it as a pup,
shadowed its pack from the
air, shared venison in the snow
during a January cold spell?
Could be. Don’t know. Would
like to think so.

Two millennia ago the
Roman emperor and philoso-
pher Marcus Aurelius wrote,
“...our life is what our thoughts

See LIFE...pg. 5B

guidance continues to
adapt with the situation,
Hirsch said wildland fire
agencies, with state and
local partners, are plan-
ning to respond to fire
activity when it occurs.
“Wildland fire personnel
are trained to quickly
adapt during evolving
situations and will be
prepared for wildland
fire suppression activities
during the COVID-19
outbreak,” she said.

FIRE

Burning
restrictions
now in
place across
the region

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— If you
were planning to conduct
some early spring burning,
you’ll need to shelve those
plans until further notice.
That’s according to the
Department of Natural
Resources, whichis sharply
limiting the ability of land-
owners in the region to burn
this spring, even where
snow still lingers.

The decision comes as
state agencies are seeking
to remain consistent with
Gov. Tim Walz’s execu-
tive orders related to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

The order implements
burning restrictions across
all but the far southwestern
corner of the state until
furthernotice. Thatincludes
all of the Arrowhead coun-
ties, regardless of remaining
snowcover.

The state will not acti-
vate burning permits in
these areas until restric-
tions are lifted. Small
recreational fires or camp-
fires are still allowed. The
DNR will grant variance
permits only foragricultural
field and construction site
preparation and limited
prescribed burning. Call
your local DNR Forestry
Office if you are seeking a
variance.

With this year’s spring
wildfire season coincid-
ing with the COVID-19
pandemic and emergency
response, the DNR and
state agencies are working
to reduce additional risks
and stressors on an already
taxed emergency response
network. Burning restric-
tions limit the number
of emergency responses,
which keeps first respond-
ers focused on critical
public services.

Many wildland fire-
fighters are also emergency
responders for local fire
departments, ambulanc-
es, and other emergency
response activities.

The DNR is putting
these cautionary measures
in place for the health and
safety of all Minnesotans.
Private landowners can
do their part to support
COVID-19response efforts
by following burning
restrictions and being safe
with fire.
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BWCAW closed thru May 4

REGIONAL— The
U.S. Forest Service
announced Wednesday
that it will be closing the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness for both
day and overnight use
through May 4, in order
to comply with Gov. Tim
Walz’s stay-at-home order
issued April 9.Reservations
made through May 4 will
receive a fullrefund includ-
ing reservation fees.

The Forest Service
will also change its permit
pick-up requirements
beginning May 5 for all
BWCAW quota permits.
Visitors will have two
options: 1) print their
BWCAW reservation con-
firmation email athome and
use this as their permit,or2)
pick up the permitin person
at a cooperating business
that remains physically
open and that is under an
agreement with the Forest
Service. Using the printed
email as the permit will
enable visitors to travel to

their entry point without
stopping at a permit issue
station.

The reservation con-
firmation email is sent
from communications@
recreation.gov at the time
of reservation and again
sevendays prior to the entry
date. Permit holders will
be instructed to print one
copy of the email for each
watercraft in their group.

Day use motor visitors
must contact their permit
issue station no later than
one week prior to their trip,
to designate the day of the
week they will enter the
BWCAW.

Forest Service offices
are currently closed to the
public and will provide
virtual services until further
notice.If you’ve made your
travel arrangements or are
renting gear or hiring a
guide with a local cooper-
ator or outfitter, please look
for information from them
or contact them directly
with questions.

i
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e bear aware this spring

REGIONAL —With
the snow all but gone, bears
are rapidly emerging from
hibernation and as they do,
they’re looking for good
eats at a time when there’s
little natural food on the
landscape.

As bears emerge from
hibernation,the Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources is reminding
homeowners to check their
property for food sources
that could attract bears.

People should remove
or secure attractants such
as birdseed, garbage, live-
stock feed, or compost to
reduce potential conflict.

Never approach or
try to pet a bear. Injury to
people is rare, but bears
are potentially danger-
ous because of their size,
strength and speed.

Avoidbear conflicts by
following these tips:

> Any time you feed
birds, you risk attracting

bears. Avoid feeding birds
from April 1 to Nov. 15.

Ifyoustill wish to feed
birds, hang birdfeeders 10
feet up and 4 feet out from
the nearest trees. Use arope
and pulley system to refill
birdfeeders, and clean up
spilled seeds.

»Do not put out feed
for wildlife (like corn,oats,
pellets ormolasses blocks).

»Replace humming-
bird feeders with hanging
flower baskets, which are
also attractive to humming-
birds.

> Store pet food inside
and feed pets inside. If pets
must be fed outdoors, feed
them only as much as they
will eat.

» Store garbage in
bear-resistant garbage cans
or dumpsters. Standard
rubber or plastic garbage
cans are not bear-proof.

»Keep garbage inside
a secure building until the
morning of pickup.

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

from NOAA weather

Friday : Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
wthsis . o P NUTT
S 4 = . =Y i . ~ ® 5 \ X 4
t R S W t .
T . . T e — =" .
Ely Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Orr Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
04/06 49 16 0.5 04/06 50 20 0.00 04/06 52 22 0.07 04/06 48 36 035 04/06 51 22 0.12
04/07 48 36 0.07 04/07 50 35 0.07 04/07 48 26 0.15 04/07 55 37 046 04/07 50 35 0.09
04/08 57 27 0.01 04/08 56 25 0.04 04/08 54 32 0.00 04/08 46 27 0.00 04/08 55 26 0.00
04/09 47 25 0.03 03" 0409 49 25 006 02° 0409 45 26 0.04 05 04/09 32 27 001 04/09 47 25 0.00
04/10 34 23 0.0 04/10 33 21 0.0 0410 34 21 001 01" 0410 46 18 0.00 0410 34 20 0.00
04/11 45 22 0.0 04/11 44 19 0.0 04/11 44 20 0.0 0411 45 27 0.00 04/11 44 21 0.00
0412 46 29 0.00 0412 46 19 0.00 04/12 44 27 0.0 04/12 34 25 0.00 04/12 46 28 0.0
Total 1.98 94.7" YTD Total 250 65.4”. YTD Total 297 76.1” YTD Total NA NA YTD Total 216 64.4”

DNR cancels walleye egyg harvest for 2020

PIKERIVER — The harvest of
walleye eggs,long an annual rite of
spring here, is just the latest victim
of the effort to contain the spread
of the COVID-19 virus.

The Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources announced
this week that it will cancel its egg
harvest operations statewide this
year, out of concern for protecting
the health of its fisheries workers.
That includes the harvest of eggs
for walleye, northern pike, musky
and steelhead.

Collecting eggs and milt
from spawning fish in the wild
is a labor-intensive effort that
requires teams of six-to-eight
people working in close proximity.
According toaDNR statement, offi-
cials considered ways of conducting
the work, while still practicing

appropriate social distancing, but
ultimately determined it was not
feasible.

The DNR collects eggs each
spring to hatch, raise and then
release either as fry or fingerlings
to stock Minnesota waters thathave
no or limited natural reproduction
of these fish species. While this
stocking is important to maintain
fish populations and angling oppor-
tunities over time, fisheries officials
say that missing one year will not
cause any long-term harm to the
fish population of any water body.

“Fishpopulations naturally are
made up of fish hatched in different
years, so a missing or weak year
class is not uncommon,” said Brad
Parsons, fisheries section manager
for the DNR. “In fact, in lakes with
natural reproduction, a strong year

class often follows a weak year
class, so not stocking for one year
might actually benefit the following
year’s stocked fry.”

Canceling egg-take activities
means walleye eggs and fry will
not be available for the DNR’s
cooperative fish management
programs with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Leech Lake Band
of Ojibwe and White Earth Nation.
In addition, the DNR will not be
able to fulfill requests from private
sector hatcheries to purchase eggs
and fry in 2020.

Minnesota joins some other
Midwest states including South
Dakota, Michigan and Indiana in
suspending egg-take operations. In
addition, the U.S.Fish and Wildlife
Service canceled all planned lake
sturgeon production for 2020.

LIFE...Continued from page 4B

make it,” foreshadowing
a key message of the
Buddha by four centuries,
not to mention the insights
of modern therapists. To
say, “It’s all in your head”
is usually meant to be
derogatory, but should
it be? What you award
attention to is by defi-
nition important to you,
at least in that moment.
What you think about and
focus on sets your course
through life, and you may
do worse than closely
attend to animals, and to
the habitats that support
them (and us).

Several years ago |
walked in Central Park
in New York City in early
spring. I was pleasantly
startled by the abundant
bird life of Manhattan,and
ifIlivedinthe BigApple,I
would undoubtedly spend
a lot of time in the park.
That 843 acres of the
most valuable real estate
in the world is protected
from urban development
was a farsighted act of
civic genius. Over $7
million dollars was spent
on the land in 1855(!),
and totaled slightly more
than the Russians charged
us for all of Alaska in
1867. To be sure, Central

Park was engineered and
heavily landscaped,and s
not in that sense a native
feature, but 303 species
of birds have been tallied
there, with about 200 of
them regulars. They’ve
voted with their wings,
and were joined by 42
million human visitors in
2016, who were presum-
ably seeking associations
not readily available on
the streets.

A lot of research —
not to mention common
experience and common
sense — has demonstrat-
ed the mind and body
rejuvenating power of
outdoor landscapes —
forests, lakes, bogs,
meadows, etc.— and the
other species that inhabit
them. In 1984, the promi-
nent naturalist Edward O.
Wilson coined the term
biophilia and defined it
as “the innate tendency

to focus on life and life-
like processes,” affirming
that, “to the degree that
we come to understand
other organisms, we will
place greater value on
them, and on ourselves.”
This concept transcends
the notion of ‘“natural
resources” in the guise of
water,food, air, materials,
and posits that beyond
these physical essentials
we crave deep connec-
tions to the biosphere to
fulfill psychological and
spiritual needs. Over 70
years ago, Aldo Leopold
wrote that, “All ethics...
restupon asingle premise:
that the individual is a
member of a community
of interdependent parts. ...
The land ethic simply
enlarges the boundaries of
the community to include
soils, waters, plants, and
animals... It is incon-
ceivable...that an ethical

AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTGHgp

ORDER NOW! 1.844.331.1614 ask for 61086TVG

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 (4 0z.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 (3 oz)) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

$238.9¢" separately $69 99

COMBO PRICE

+ 4 MORE BURGERS FREE
THAT'S 20 MAIN COURSES!

www.OmahaSteaks.com/dinner397

relation to land can exist
without love, respect,and
admiration.” We protect
and nurture what and
who we love, and we are
interdependent with all of
the world. For proof of the
latter look no further than
the COVID-19 pandemic.
I don’tknow why the
nuthatch danced on my
head, and can’t say with
certainty that a flock of
ravens mourned a dead
wolf, but I do know
that the only way to
survive and to prosperis to
acknowledge,andtorevel
in, the sanctified webs of
the community of life.

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

City of Tower
FIREFIGHTER

Volunteer Position

Training begins April 22, 2020
No experience needed

Scenic .\\.Rwers
—Clhnics—

Cook Medical

20 5th St SE

Open Monday - Saturday
(218) 666-5941

Cook Dental

12 S River Street
Open Monday - Friday

(218) 666-5958

Tower Medical and Dental

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

Medical: (218) 753-2405
Dental: (218) 753-6061

Chronic Disease Management ® Acute Care * Women’s Health
Immunizations ®* Well Child Care * Sports Physicals ® Behavioral Health
Crowns * Dentures * Fillings ® Checkups * Cleanings

Quality and Compassion
For Every Patient
For Life

1-877-541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Retirement benefits

Apply at
www.cityoftower.com

24 Hour Emetgency Care
Available Through
Cook Hospital

in

f




6B April 17, 2020

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

PUBLIC NOTICES

VERMILION LAKE TOWNSHIP

Important Information Regarding
Property Assessments
This may affect your 2021 property taxes.

The Board of Appeal and Equalization
for Vermilion Lake Township
will meet on Thursday, April 23, 2020
1:00 - 2:00 p.m. at Vermilion Lake
Town Hall, 6703 Wahisten Rd.

The purpose of this meeting is to determine
whether property in the jurisdiction has been
properly valued and classified by the asses-
sor.

If you believe the value or classification of

your property is incorrect, please contact
your Assessor’s Office* to discuss your con-
cerns. If you disagree with the valuation
or classification after discussing it with the
assessor, you may appear before the local
Board of Appeal and Equalization. The Board
will review your assessments and may make
corrections as needed.

Generally, you must appear before the local
board before appealing to the County Board
of Appeal and Equalization.

* Assessor’s Office, 218-749-7147, Northland
Office Center - Suite 2R, 307 1st Street
South, Virginia, Minnesota 55792.

Crystal Alaspa, Town Clerk
Vermilion Lake Township

Published in the Timberjay, April 10 & 17, 2020

Read us online at
timberjay.com

218-133-2930

NOTICE — LOCAL BOARD OF
APPEAL & EQUALIZATION
EAGLES NEST TOWNSHIP

Due to the ongoing COVID19 pandem-
ic, related State of Minnesota stay at
home orders and Federal guidelines on
avoiding contact, Eagles Nest Township
is requesting that taxpayers who wish to
question or appeal their property tax clas-
sifications or valuations do so in writing.

If the property information is not correct,
you disagree with the values, or have
questions about the valuation notice you
have received or will be receiving, please
contact Dave Hillstrom, Assessor, 218-
365-8235, fax 218-365-8207 first. Often
issues can be resolved at this level.

If you are going to make an appeal in writ-
ing, mail your written appeal to Township
of Eagles Nest, 1552 Bear Head State

Park Road, Ely, MN 55731. Be sure to

include the basis of your appeal along with

the Property ID number, tax description
as found on your Valuation Notice. If the
property has an address include that also.

Written appeals need to be sent as soon
as possible so that the Township Clerk
can get the information to the assessor
before the deadline of Friday, May 1.

The Local Board of Appeal and
Equalization is set for Saturday, May 2,
2020, from 10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.

To join a call as a participant:

-At the scheduled time, dial (701) 802-5104.
-When prompted, enter the access
code 2894250, followed by pound (#).
-Participants can mute/unmute themselves
by pressing *6, or the ‘mute’ button on their
phone if applicable.

Deb Siverhus, Town Clerk, Eagles Nest
Township, 1552 Bear Head State Park Road,
Ely, MN 55731, 218-365-4573.

Published in the Timberjay, April 20 & 27, 2020

ACROSS

1 Radius neigh-

bor
5 Letterman's
network

8 Atlantic food
fish

Public distur-
bance

Have a bug
Dumbo's
"wings"

Pace
Also
Greek vowels
Proofreader's
finds

Lava rock
Army rank
(Abbr.)
Cul-de- —
Make fun of

lar

Literary col-
lection
Actress
Vardalos
Cattle call
Braised beef
Help in crime
Swiss river
Spring mo.
Walk quietly
Lengthy list
Defeat deci-
sively

50 Bashful

52 Pelvic bones

Small caterpil-

ng Crossword

53 "— do for
now"

54 Not neg.

55 Punch

56 Partner

57 Nevertheless

58 Golf gadgets

DOWN

1 Incite

2 Taleteller

3 Bleak, in
Hollywood

4 Assault

5 California
island

6 Resume

7 Unkempt one 29 Stimulus of a

8 Playground
favorite

kind
30 Fish eggs

9 Subterranean 31 Witticism

passage

36 Baby's toy

10 Caspian feed- 37 Acapulco gold

er
11 "Hey, you!"

19 Gift-tag word

21 Baseball bat
wood

38 Sculptor, e.g.
41 "Life of —"

(2012 movie)
42 Decorate
43 Tittle

24 Treasure hunt- 44 Catch sight of

er's aid

25 Yoko of music
26 Grenade hurl- 47 Pleasing

er
28 Serbian city
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SCRAMBLERS

solution

1. Lilting; 2. Chagrin;
3. Breezy; 4. Strobe

Today's Word
ZILLIONS

46 Lotion addi-
tive

48 Tibetan herd
51 Weeding tool

EMPLOYMENT

Call
753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!

Dietary
FT Dietary Manager
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Care Center

FT Director of Nursing- LTC
PT Nursing Assistant

PT Restorative Nurse Aide

Medical Records
FT Health Information Manager

Radiology
Full Time Radiologic Tech

HELP WANTED

Motivated employees for established local
business. Must be reliable and a team player.
Must enjoy working outdoors and be able to
lift 50 pounds for a majority of the day. Duties
could be delivery and assembly of boat lifts
and docks or welding, painting, and decking.
Callin person to schedule an interview — 218-
365-6210. This is an opportunity for a fun
and enjoyable season at Docks on Wheels.
Compensation based on qualifications. tin

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 25 mins.

m|Z(o|0[>|H[>|0

B BERLEE

mir{{4|>|3

HEEIE

=l (C|T|»|A]|>»|O

>[4[o]-
M EIE

~ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty 1s You
OPEN POSITIONS

Rehabilitation
FT Physical Therapist

Excellent Wages!
Ask about our
sign on bonus!

TO APPLY:

More Info? Contact Human Resources

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cook Heepital & C

e offers competitve rx:vr:r-d.xu-'\'\
wckschng PERA ret wi LT

City of Tower
AMBULANCE DRIVER

Temporary position ¢ $14/hour for runs

For full description and to apply
see www.cityoftower.com

Must be able to respond
to calls within 10 minutes

Position only available during current
MN State of Emergency Declaration
Apply at www._cityoftower.com

Published in the Timberjay, April 10, 17 & 24, 2020

Call about our

Display Classified
& Real Estate Rates

One Low Price
3 Timberjay Editions

218-753-2950

SNOWFLAKES

solution

AV
AVAV%VAVA

Super Crossword
Answers

T[EM[P[OJlT[H AIN[KGIAMPATT]T]]
Alclo/rRINIME[s TIE|[EMA[V] I [A[T[H|O]s
R[o[BJE[R|[T|s|T E/V|E[N|[S[O[NMR[A[O[U]L
| HEEE Flo/clu/|slT|R|V|C[E
RIA[P|ID|N|E[s SIF[R[A[N[K WR|T|G[H|T
AMANIETRIO TEMEMP[TIEW|[[S[HIElS
Jo|y|c|E[o/A[T E[s s o} N
Alc|u[T[E s/H|r|olu[D|s Il c|olo[s[E
Hlo/PJlR| ! |T/TIA]A[NIS|A[N DIE[R|S|E|N

AELEIN  BEEE EENENE
Llo[R EJs|AIR A[H|P|A|R[K|E RIEA[S|T|O
PILIEINUMIET HlA|[S|E[RM|O|N
G|Elo|r|G|E[c|A R[V[E|RIEINE s/ TIHC[B[S
AlN[s/E[L AR EIA[R[U[G o|s|H[E[A
| NMEOE B/ I[L|L I[EK|[I|NG
clAls|TIRIoJL E[E[s|HINE[ NI [N[c|A
AlR|T[H|U|R/D|O Y|L|EMS[A]V AIN|N|AIHIS
s|T|E[AMJlO[L E|AN E L[O|N
AlLlAMOJW] 1 LIL]T[AMw[1 LIL[1]A[M]S
B/A[D/E[RIMR|T EJio/N 1 [o[N]lTIE[X[A[S
AlBlY[s[sIY/A TIR[Y|AIN[sIMER[EIC]T

Melodic

Annoyance

yndicate, Inc. All rights r

Blowing

Blinking

©2020 King

“That's right, ma'm, you got ants...

of them.”

TILLING

ARCHING

ZEYBRE

SORBET

SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

by Linda Thistle

5

2

2

5

8

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

¢ Moderate 44 Challenging

numbers from one to nine.

4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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¥ TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and

resources prevent the newspaper from investigating !

ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

HAIR CARE BUILDING
DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday- SERVICES
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILLIN ]

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE "Put A Piece Of
PARTNERS can provide help : Northern
:‘or patients ancrll their fa]['ni— Minnesota
ies in ways such as: comfort 1
care, massages, last wishes In Your Home
and more. For more informa- Superior Ouality
tion, contact Program Director + Plank Paneli
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 ank Faneling
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. * Trim
This ad is paid for by Virgie « One-Of-A-Kind Moldings

Hegg Hospice Partners. .
g9 rlosp * Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’'ll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

into cash. Call Steve at 365- LICENSE
6745. tfn
BUREAU
COOK LICENSE BUREAU-
SUPPORT TEMPORARY  HOURS
DUE TO COVID-19
GROUPS Open: M-W-F 9am - 3pm.

Mail in or drop off only
at this time. Call with any
questions, 218-666-6199
Email: cookdep159@gmail.com

Ely AA GROUPS TO MEET
BY PHONE- Starting immedi-
ately, the Ely Wednesday and
Saturday AA Groups will not
meet in person. A conference

Classifieds run in all 3 editions
of the Timberijay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the

“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.
Call Today — 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

MARINE

VIERCUR)
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service. O, MN 55771
Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser,
Crestiiner Lund, Spartan Trailers,
Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

"
A’ﬁﬂn i “N

CHOAT WORKS )
L

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9 AM-5 PM

Sat & Sun: By appointment
ey LUND B

Storage * Complete Service ¢ Sales

call meeting has been set up.

At 7:30 on either night, call 978-

990-5000, and enter the access Get
code, 965850#. Once the meet- R

ing has started, use *6 to mute eSUItS!

and unmute your phone. [f any
other group would like to set
up phone meetings, please call
Anna Nimity at 218-290-2681 for
assistance.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal

Building, senior room. Open to Advertise
all. For information contact Mary N
at 218-827-8327. in the

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic

Timberjay!

@ miivse

Ar m.;r.{aum

* Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

+ Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,
Tower MN 55790

Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS

MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the
Babbitt Assembly of God
Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church

shape along the bo

INOWFLA

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon

rder of the puzzle.

in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA.  AA WOMEN’S

MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door

and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,

Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas”

WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12
Steps. For women seeking help
and hope to recover from any
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food,
gambling etc. Every Thursday
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢
®csy €@ Vecdum ¢ @@ Difficut

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

—— Weekly SUDOKU —

The

Answer

Timberjay

classified
ads reach

readers

of all three

editions

every week

Call 753-2950

to place
yours now!
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marre

SN A

Rentals

General Store

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

1'13';5

_,@_. 3 YAMANHA
oe | Paashar @ GO

Sales * Service

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

MARINE

TIMBURTD
TARTVIRUILION

ax L

218-666-2 121

481 fak Narvews B - Gk MY
Cabin rentals
Year round boat
stornge nnd dochage
Baoal and pantooen
rental
Convenienee store
=as, bait & liguer

TIMBUKTU
MARINE

LAKE VERMILION
21 5-6466-2276

2473 Verudllsn By - Cash 5DV

or ﬂqa'?? =

oo

ulEERES
SBoats (_:, MERCURY]

$ suzua @ YAMAHA

Rales. servire. siorage. boai Eifis.
wlorks, trailers amd arcessories

BOAFS

timbukinmarina.com

timbukiumarine.com

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Sewlce/Repalrs/SaIes

Mechanic on Duty

moccasmpomtmarlne.com

& YAMAHA

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel * Live Bait

www.shamro

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457

cklanding.com

TAKING OUT

Super Crossword —THE WiDDLE
ACROSS 57 “Nuts” 109 Tropical 8 Lunched, 48 Highonthe 84 Judge’s
1 Musical pace  director grassy plains eg. dratt list seat
6 — -you note Martin 111 Kettle output 9 It'seastof 49 Online folks 85 Epic tales
11 Lookersleg 61 CHRISTIAN 112 Brand of fat Calif. 50 Growdim 88 Cotton
14 LaBelle with 63 Pep rally cry replacer 10 Painter 52 Financial deseeders
aGrammy 65 Tarotcard 113 University in Georgia O—  tipster Suze 90 Less
19 Oak seed reader, e.g. North 11 It's removed 53 Bears, in chubby
20 Perfume 66 Singer Carolina for a fill-up Buenos 92 Ontario’s
queen Donny 114 1836 siege 12 Total number ~ Aires capital, on
Lauder 67 Folk setting 13 Capital of 54 Faxed, say scoreboards
21 Pal, to Gigi knowledge 115 CARLQOS Belarus 55 Prefix with 94 Grassland
22 Oneofthe 70 JESSICA 122 Justice Ruth 14 Pheasants’ spore 95 Resident
Three 73 In the matter — Ginsburg cousing 58 Response maids
Musketeers of 123 Highway with 15 1980s video to “Who's 96 Wholly
23 LOUIS 74 Assembly ano. game there?” 97 Melon type
26 Painter Duty with all 124 Leek relative consoles 59 See 125- 98 Place to
27 Co. heads members 125 With 59- 16 Despite the Across sculpt in
28 Zeroin (on) present Down, crude fact that 60 Dentists school, say
29 What a white 76 Language of oil,inslang 17 “Clever scrape it off 99 Dependable
flag signifies Bangkok 126 Deep pit comeback!” 62 Houses for 100 English
30 Speed 77 Pastor's talk 127 Sun—-sen 18 Florida keys, students river
35 LLOYD 79 WASHING- 128 “— Hope” e.g. 63 Music style 101 “Blaze”
37 Make — out TON (old ABC 24 The Lone 64 Skier Phil actress
of (foughen 82 Wren'shome  soap) Ranger's 67 Women's Davidovich
up) 83 “‘Mike & 129 Build, as a companion links org. 102 Tennis shoe
38 Jogger’s Molly” airer building 25 Parforthe 68 Steinhauer hole
gait 86 Adams of course whowrote 103 Israel’s flag
39 Pre-— phatography DOWN 30 Hindu prince the 2009 carrier
(bump, soto 87 Small carpet 1 Paving gunk 31 Mobil rival bestseller 104 12th grader
speak) 89 “Ulysses’ 2 Prefix with 32 Settle the tab “The Tourist’ 108 Bride's
40 Candle star Milo caror 33 Boozing sort 69 Antique cars property
blowers’ 91 Cumulative warrior 34 Fr. ladies 71 “—Nagila” 110 Nick of
secrets pay abbr. 3 Unruly with haloes 72 Sooner than “Cape Fear’
41 CAROL 93 JEAN throng 36 Early 20th- 75 Nasty bits of 116 — old way
44 Caesarof 97 Cuba’s Fidel 4 District police  cen. conflict dirt 117 Actress
old comedy 101 Some jeans, station 42 Architect 78 Nebraska Wasikowska
45 Severe familiarly 5 How right Saarinen Sioux 118 Gained
46 Hides from 105 “No, mein turns are 43 “Stop 80 ll-bred guy 119 Firefighter’s
view Herr” often allowed talking? 81 Barbecue tool
51 Swan'skin 106 Peruvianof 6 Mosaictile 44 IRSID spice mix 120 Freddie —
56 Copy a long ago 7 DDE’s 47 More lkea 83 Beijing’s 121 Onetime
bunny 107 CONAN forerunner hoarse voice land jet-set jet
1 12 3 |4 [5 6 |7 18 (9 |10 1 (12 13 14 (15 (16 |17 |18
19 20 21 22
23 26

29
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Real Estate

Licensed Septic Design
(’:l!?slinlg Services, ﬁ & Installation
fre nsurance B ’ VE B “\ F 4 +Complete Site & Building Preparation

i & Abstracting = e 4
T + Road Building, Land Clearing,
Northeast Title Company ELY OFFICE E L E c R ’ c Basement, Demolition

fha$ Corlrlpetitive rates and gf E S(2$g;1516n535t2’5%|y, MN 55731 12896 Hwy. 1, Cook, MN Lic EA756930 « Digging, Dozing, Hauling

proressional services assuring one - ¥ - - .
peace of mind for our  Ange Mikulich Shawn & Diane 507-272-3882 + Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
customers before and after  Licensed Closing Agent Call for an estimate ¢ 218-365-4220

i o vt VIRGINIA OFFICE \ 0 u c AL WEH nu 1 2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
history of being a leader in the 612 13 St S « Virginia MN 55792 y = jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

industry. Customers can expect  Phone (218)741-1515 S -
qualltxll senvies and ]productsl Jodee Micheletti Cement Trucks, Building Materials
along with a professional - Owner/Licensed Closing Agent . . .
staff that takes pride in every Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt Sbecial Offer EREE Shioping!
dlosing. Our warm, fiendly, and ~ c0K/SURROUNDING AREAS Well-drilling Equipment P Sorina Basket B PPINg:
prOfeSSlOﬂal approach in all of Phone (218)666'3174 = prlng asKet box
our transactions ensures our - gharon Maronick Propane Dellvery S T s
cust.omers alevel _of con_1fort that | icensed Closing Agent
is unmatched in the industry. Carl Anderson
5
Anderson Barging, Ine. =
oL 4
- _ - - CHE%GDKLES 4
| cedar for BIG & swau projects! ce':l 218 7?'“ 4955 SRS
—g— Www.anuaersonnarging.com
N 'EColzxg .k6Bftd e
. " . eaar vocC oaras = oo
~ x;f‘-‘-r ' Covering all of Lake Vermilion
W\ $9.99 each _
while supplies last i ’ | + FREE
Our Plan ¢ During Shelter in Place y, Shipping

* We will remain open and will still be providing Free Delivery Mention Promo

* Our Showroom will be closed

» We can still place special orders during this time

« Our staff will be available to estimate projects and answer
questions

« In the interest of our staff and customers’ health, we would like

to encourage as many non-contact transactions as possible.
Please email or call in your orders and we can
LR (i [T belr D [T, LT CEL Order Item #836, mention Promo Code SPG20 for FREE Shipping.

deliver them to your home. IC: HMVS-A265 Ao

9 H H Some restrictions may apply.
Thank you for your business and stay healthy ca“ ahead '0r curbSIde nlckuns e ___

S

Perfect for Mother’s Day!

1

Call 1-844-980-2480 to order item 836 :
or Visit HaleGroves.com/MB00127 |
1

1

WBIHE Toy

22 Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
o ""'.- Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12

coon mnis fewren. eric@cookbuildingcenter.com TEMPORARY H OURS:
M-F 8-4, Sat 8-Noon REAL ESTATE

We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off Sawblade & Chain Sharpening Drop-Off

Subscribe Today | v TR

.
{.21%] 153 2930 ‘Gaiz) HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS DEQQELL A
. 218- 753 2230
imberjay.com | | juea & rBEOCINTES
PATTI STODDARD
Local Licensed Realtor
REAL ESTATE 218-929-3214
E/MAY
. = RE/MAX
EdinaRealty @ ke country
®
(2(1@8) 666-5352 218-757-3233
a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate INFOEBICRELTe00] www. TheLakeCountry.com
COOK 20+ acres NW of Cook with Hwy. . .
TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor 53 frontage. Mixture of high andv‘flow Iav:%. B!g Falls'$26’000 Nice level 40 acres
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung, Property adjoins State of MN land to the with electric at the road. MLS#135678
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities north. #138691 $20,000
. .612—.834—57.69 (cell) LAKE VERMILION SOLD! 3 BR, 3 BAw/ Crane Lak9'$129,000 3BR boat-l
timlillquist@edinarealty.com exceptional views. 1.3 acres and 110 ft of access cabin with 215 ft of shoreline.
shoreline with sandy swim area and wet MLS#137321
boathouse. #138390 $559,000
ELBOW LAKE Large 3.74 acre lot w/463 Crane Lake-$325,000 3 BR newer
}‘t lksh. LctJt has power to sitg, rﬁad-l.acctess, home with lower-level family room and
arge mature pine cover and shoreline to
VERMILION explore. #139118 $169,500 attached garage. MLS#136027
Due to the public health concerns of 0rr-$199,000 Charming Pelican
COVID-19 and the current ‘stay at home’ ' '
LAMNID> COFFIC E order, our office will be closed thru IMali(g#ﬁa:;b.,Ig:; R R
Real Estate  Apmraisals approximately May 4, 2020. Realtors are
7 considered essential and we will -
be assisting clients and showing Lake Verm'"°"'$119s°°° 900+ ft of
homes within the COVID-19 MDH shoreline and 21.3 acres on
3 2 social distancing guidelines. Pine Island. MLS#137228
LOOklng TO Buy Or S ell ¢ Our Realtors can be reached as follows
C during this time:
GIVE US A Call! info@bicrealty.com » www.bicrealty.com it NOBODY IN THE
218-666-5352 WORLD
www.vermilionland.com ° info@vermilionland.com e LOCALLY OWNED/NATIONALLY FOCUSED o
R OUR BROKERS/ AGENTS RE/MAX
Tower: 218-753-8985 ":;:Dg“ @ ”‘s COMBINED EXPERIENCE foverd "[g “As measured by residential transaction sides.”

JANISCH

— REALTY —




