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Congratulations
to our graduates... 
See inside

CORONAVIRUS

COMMUNITY GATHERINGS

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Open DAILY 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.   New Side Door Entry,
SELECT CABIN FEVER SALES STOREWIDE

PLUS NEW FASHION INVENTORY DAILY
We are your local fully-stocked Bookstore!

ALSO curbside pick-up 218-365-6745, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Thank you for your continued support, The Piragis Staff

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

See...SUSPECT pg. 10

TOWER-SOUDAN- A res-
ident of the Tower-Soudan area 
tested positive for COVID-19, 
marking the first-known case in 
the communities. 

The individual, who has 
not exhibited symptoms, sought 
testing on May 22 after a family 
member came down with possi-

ble symptoms of the virus. The 
individual, whose other family 
members have all tested nega-
tive, is now self-quarantining 
and will remain in isolation until 
further testing shows no further 
evidence of the contagion. 

Th e  i n d i v i d u a l  was 
employed at three places deemed 

“essential” during the COVID 
pandemic: at the Vermilion 
Country School, as an EMT 

for the Tower Area Ambulance 
Service, and as a delivery driver 
for the Timberjay.

All three workplaces were 
notified immediately after the 
individual received word of the 
positive test on Sunday.

The test result prompted 
Interim Tower Ambulance 

Director Dena Suihkonen to 
cease operations of the ambu-
lance for a time on Sunday, so 
a professional cleaning service 
could complete a deep cleaning 
of the fire/ambulance hall, the 
ambulance rigs, and the Tower 
Civic Center, where members 
have been attending meetings 
and trainings. 

Suihkonen also notified all 

Tower-Soudan hit with report of COVID-19
Family member illness prompted testing on May 22by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editorw

ORR- An Orr man faces new drug-related 
charges following his arrest on an outstanding 
felony burglary warrant by St. Louis County 
Sheriff’s deputies on May 16 in Orr.

J e r e m y  D a l e 
Morris, 41, was appre-
hended at his residence 
at 4720 Pine Dr. on a 
warrant issued after 
he missed a December 
2019 court date related 
to his alleged role in 
a burglary at The Old 
Muni in Cook in 2019. 
Morris had been in 
southern California with 
family since mid-De-
cember, but the sheriff’s 
department was notified 
Morris and his white van had been seen at his 
home the day he was arrested.

According to the official court complaint, 
when Morris was arrested he had a glass pipe and 
a small baggie with a white crystalline substance 
in a pants pocket. The substance later tested 
positive for methamphetamines.

Deputies checked Morris’s van and discov-
ered a fully loaded H&R .22 revolver in plain 
view, and a bottle containing what appeared to 
be marijuana was discovered in a blue backpack. 
At that point officers stopped the search, ordered 

Burglary suspect 
apprehended,
faces additional 
drug charges

Jeremy Morris

EMBARRASS- While Tower 
can claim the rights to the best small 
town Fourth of July, Embarrass can 
rightfully claim the rights to the best 
little regional fair in northeastern 
Minnesota. But that fair, like so many 

other events this summer, is being 
canceled due to safety concerns over 
the novel coronavirus.

Embarrass Fair’s unofficial his-
torian Roland “Charlie” Fowler said 
this will be only the second time the 
fair has been canceled in its 80-year 
history. The first time was just after 
World War II. The fair is traditionally 

held the fourth weekend in August.
“There was just no way to feel 

safe putting on something like this,” 
said fair committee chair Jerry Meier. 
“Mass gatherings just cannot be done 
right now.”

Meier said this was a difficult, but 

Embarrass Fair canceled for just second time in 80 years

Honoring Honoring 
tHe tHe 

fallenfallen

State and county celebrations also nixed due to coronavirus
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Memorial Day 2020 in Ely, presented through 
the combined efforts of the local American 
Legion and VFW Posts, was conducted rath-
er uniquely this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and social distancing recommen-
dations. The ceremony was broadcast over 
WELY radio. Live music was omitted this year, 
but a wreath laying and color guard salute 
were part of the abbreviated program. Several 
veterans who attended the ceremony dis-
played their patriotism by wearing protective 
face masks. Hundreds of veterans’ gravesites 
at the Ely Cemetery were marked with 
American flags by local Scouts and veterans 
on Saturday morning. photos by K. Vandervort

See...COVID pg. 9

See...FAIRS  pg. 10

Memorial Day 2020Memorial Day 2020

Don’t miss this year’s summer visitors guide.... See inside
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 Community notices
Story Portage T-shirt contest for  
students open now

ELY- Story Portage has launched a T-shirt design 
contest for students, as part of its community-wide 
book club. With funding provided by a State Farm 
Good Neighbor grant, Story Portage will sponsor a 
community-wide book club featuring the books by 
local and regional writers William Durbin, DyAnne 
Korda, Timothy Stouffer, and Mary Casanova. The 
book clubs will bring together readers of all ages to 
discuss the books (virtually or in-person) beginning 
in September and running through January 2021. 

Students are encouraged to submit an original 
design and/or slogan promoting the book club in a 
pdf format to storyportage@gmail.com by Monday, 
June 1. The first twenty submissions will receive 
a complimentary T-shirt. The selected design will 
receive a fifty-dollar gift card from the Front Porch 
Coffee and Tea Company. Students should include 
their email address, phone number, home mailing 
address, and T-shirt size with their entry.   

Advance care planning classes online 
through Essentia, June 3 and 16

REGIONAL- Advance care planning is a 
process that helps you think and talk about your 
choices for health care in the future. It’s important 
for every adult to have an advance directive, also 
known as a living will or health care directive.

COVID-19 has brought advance care planning 
to the forefront. While COVID-19 can affect people 
of any age, it’s especially dangerous for those with 
underlying medical conditions and those over the 
age of 65. By having these conversations proac-
tively, you can make sure your preferences are 
understood if you become unable to make medical 
decisions for yourself due to an accident, injury or 
sudden illness.

Essentia Health is offering free online classes 
to learn more about advance care planning. Classes 
will be held on Wednesday, June 3 at 11 a.m.  and 
on Tuesday, June 16 at 11 a.m.

The class will discuss advance care planning 
and encourage you to think about who will be your 
healthcare agent, what is important for you to live 
well, what fears or worries you have about your 
illness, and how  you want to be cared for if you 
become seriously ill.

At Essentia, instead of in-person visits, we are 
offering online classes for those interested in learn-
ing more about advance care planning and complet-
ing an advance directive. The classes are open to 
anyone and will provide a thought-provoking pre-
sentation to help you make your wishes known.

Go to www.essentiahealth.org/patients-visitors/
advance-care-planning/ to register for upcoming 
classes, which are free and will be conducted via 
Zoom, a video conferencing platform. At that link, 
you also can access health care directives and addi-
tional resources for your state of residence.

For more information on health care direc-
tives, or to better understand the complications 
of COVID-19 with an underlying medical condi-
tion, please contact your primary care provider’s 
office to schedule a virtual visit. You can do so at 
EssentiaHealth.org or by calling your clinic.

Don't delay, file your taxes today!

REGIONAL- It is no secret that 
local and national clubs and organiza-
tions have been struggling with mem-
bership in recent years. Opposing 
that trend is Finnish Americans and 
Friends of Hibbing, a cultural orga-
nization affiliated with the Finlandia 
Foundation National. The Finlandia 
Foundation National consists of 58 
Chapters across the United States. 
The mission of Finlandia Foundation 
National and the Hibbing Chapter of 
Finnish Americans and Friends is to 
promote cultural ties with today’s 
modern Finland and recognize the 
rich legacy of achievements by Finns 
in America and Europe.

Finnish Americans and Friends 
was born in 1995. Early organizers 
include President Oiva Ylonen, 
an aeronautical engineer, Rodney 
Ikola, an international geo-physi-
cist who earned special recognition 
from the government of Canada, 
Vice-President Sulo Kangas, an 
agricultural agent and a director with 
the St. Louis County Fair Board, 
Secretary Edla Mott, Treasurer Aune 
Ruskanen, and Membership Chair 
Lempi Halberg. 

Beginning in 2014 an enthu-
siastic, dedicated and imaginative 
Executive Board rejuvenated FAF. 
A welcoming atmosphere was 
nurtured, greeters engaged visitors 

at the door and name tags were 
provided to help people meet one 
another. Newcomers were warmly 
introduced and welcomed. Changing 
meeting venues, increasing public-
ity, updating the FAF brochure and 
streamlining the business meetings 
fostered growth. Most notable, pre-
senting engaging programs focused 
on Finnish themes and the contri-
butions of Americans of Finnish 
background and European Finns 
spurred an increase of attendance. 
This brightened the image of FAF 
and enhanced appeal from all walks 
of life and vocation.

“I just love to see how happily 
and eagerly people come to the 
meetings” said Carol Koski, who 
greets people and helps with the 
name tags as people arrive. Carol 
added, “Friends who are not Finnish 
wonder if they are welcome. Yes, 
they are, and we want them to enjoy 
our heritage.”

Nancy Fisher, of Zim, said, 
“FAF is about preserving the Finnish 
heritage, culture and history. Our 
speakers are very informative. We 
are lucky to have talented and knowl-
edgeable people in the area who are 
interested in all things Finnish and 
have delved into their topics. I look 
forward to programs every month. 
FAF also sponsors talented musi-

cians from Finland and the U.S. FAF 
attracts new members almost every 
month. The interesting programs are 
the draw for people.”  

In addition to excellent meeting 
programs, Finnish Americans and 
Friends have promoted Finnish 
culture with outstanding summer 
events including a music festival. 
The Finlandia Foundation has helped 
fund a number of performers and 
events with travel and program 
grants.

Traditional summer picnics are 
another highlight. Delicious picnic 
fare, lively music by accordionist 
Oscar Forsman, and traditional 
Finnish lawn games of Molkky are 
enjoyed.  

FAF actively supports Salolampi, 
the Finnish Language Villages, 
with scholarships, the Finlandia 
Foundation National, and collabo-
rates on many projects and events 
with the Virginia Ladies and Knights 
of Kaleva. FAF members support 
other ethnic events and celebrations 
as well. Last year, FAF helped fund 
Mary Erickson’s research in Finland, 
learning the constructing of straw 
mobiles called himmelis, a craft 
thousands of years old.  

Submitted by Ken Lahti, Past 
FAF President and member of the 
Virginia Knights of Kaleva

Finnish Americans and Friends continues to grow

The Finn Hall Band has played a summer music festival at Mesaba Co-op Park in Hibbing and 
another dance at Kaleva Hall in Virginia. The band plays traditional Finnish music with kantele 
and accordion music. submitted photo

REGIONAL- The Minnesota 
Department of Revenue is urging 
Minnesotans who are expecting a 
refund and still need to file their 
individual income taxes to file their 
returns now so they can get their 
refund sooner. Taxpayers still have 
until Wednesday, July 15 to file their 
2019 state and federal individual 
income tax returns.

The department estimates over 
400,000 taxpayers may be due a 
refund but have not filed their returns 
yet. The sooner a return is filed, the 
sooner the department can review 
and process the return and issue a 
refund, if necessary. To date, over 2.3 

million taxpayers have already filed 
their individual income tax returns 
and the department has processed 
over 1.6 million refunds. 

“July is typically when the 
department starts to review and 
process property tax refunds for 
renters and homeowners,” said 
Revenue Commissioner Cynthia 
Bauerly. “By filing now, you’ll get 
your income tax refund sooner while 
helping us ensure we will have the 
capacity to review and process claims 
for property tax refunds in a timely 
manner this summer.” 

When filing your taxes, choose 
electronic filing. Last year, over 

90 percent of Minnesota taxpayers 
filed their taxes electronically. Using 
electronic software is easy, conve-
nient, and secure. Electronic filing 
also ensures that you have the most 
up-to-date forms and instructions 
when you file.

Get the latest news and updates 
from the Minnesota Department of 
Revenue by following the depart-
ment on Facebook or Twitter, or by 
signing up for our email subscription 
list at https://public.govdelivery.
com/accounts/MNREV/subscriber/
new.

NORTH COUNTRY FINNS

(218) 753-4190
6143 Pike Bay Drive

Tower MN 55790
aronsonboatworks.com 

aronsonboatworks@frontiernet.net

CALL, TEXT OR STOP BY!

316 Main St • Tower 
218-753-6097

BREAKFAST IS BACK
Starting • Monday, June 1

NO INSIDE SEATING
PERMITTED

Regular Menu &
Bar Service

Outdoors Only
Hours:

Mon-Sat: 6 AM-1 AM
Sun: 8 AM - Midnight

Outside Seating
under the tent in
back and on the
front sidewalk

The Good Ol’ DaysThe Good Ol’ Days

Range restaurants are Good to Go!
REGIONAL- W.A. Fisher Co. of Virginia has 

announced the launch of a new website to promote 
Iron Range restaurants that are providing takeout 
and delivery service during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
The website, which is branded as Good to Go! Iron 
Range Restaurants, is located at rangerestaurants.
com.

According to W.A. Fisher partner John 
Kohlhase, who spearheaded the effort, the goal of 
the site is twofold – to help local restaurants who 
are struggling to cope with the outbreak and to make 
sure Range residents have access to good quality 
food.

Future plans for the site include development 
of online ordering capabilities for qualified local 
restaurants that wish to expand their takeout and 
delivery services. Interested restaurant owners and 
managers can find more information on rangerestau-
rants.com.
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Ely School Board revises budget amid pandemic

ELY – As the 2019-2020 
school year wraps up for IDS 
696, school board members 
studied a revised budget Tuesday 
night and, as reported by the 
district’s superintendent, school 
finances took a minimal hit as 
the school responded to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Due to parameters dictated 
by the Minnesota Department 
of Education, students were 
sent home in mid-March and 
the administration implemented 
a distance learning procedure 
for the rest of the year. School 
officials are looking forward to 
how education will look in the 
fall and are approaching the new 
school year with caution and an 
open mind.

Superintendent Erik Erie 
said the federal government’s 
response to COVID-19 resulted 

in an $87,544 windfall for the 
district. Along with enrollment 
ending up slightly higher than 
budgeted (561 to 570 students), 
the revised budget for the 2019-
2020 school year shows an 
increase in revenue of $152,436. 

Expenditures also increased, 
to $168,000, but not because of 
COVID-19. Erie said employee 
expenses from new hires and 
contract revisions accounted 
for a $32,000 expense increase, 
along with gymnasium ceiling 
repairs of $63,000 and legal 
settlements of $70,000. 

The actual cost of respond-
ing to COVID-19 for the last 
portion of the school year 
for technology and meals for 
students and staff was about 
$15,000.

“We also had a savings of 
about $12,000 because we are 
not paying for substitute teach-

ers, spring activities, and other 
transportation-related costs,” 
Erie said. “We are looking at 
a net increase of $3,000 to our 
expenditures because of the 
coronavirus response.” 

A net decrease of $15,664 
to the general fund was report-
ed. Along with the $500,000 
transfer from the general fund to 
the school district’s facility ren-
ovation project, the unassigned 
general fund balance decreased 
from 27.3 percent of the annual 
budget to 21.3 percent.

“This is still within the 
scope of our policy to maintain 
a 20-percent unassigned fund 
balance to total annual budget 
ratio,” he said.

“If we didn’t get that 
$87,000 (from the CARES 
Act) we would be looking at a 
larger deficit,” said board chair 
Ray Marsnik. “It really helped. 

And we should continue to 
maintain our 20-percent policy 
of unassigned fund balance 
expenditures.”

Distance learning
With distance learning in 

place at the end of this school 
year and a very real possibility 
that this could be the required 
teaching method continuing 
into the fall, school officials 
are striving to improve access 
to technology for all ISD 696 
students through the “one-to-
one initiative” of providing an 
assigned learning device for 
each student.

“The pandemic is not yet 
over and we are looking at how 
we address things going into 
the future,” Erie said. “We are 
looking at using funds from 
the (federal) CARES Act to 

help supplement our initiative. 
That would be an appropriate 
expense.”

The district has many 
devices, and teachers were using 
them in the classroom before the 
distance-learning protocol.

“We want each student to 
have a device that they would 
be able to take them home just 
like a textbook. Right now, that 
is not the case. We know right 
now that some students are in 
their homes with high-speed 
Internet and a computer device 
to use and they are sitting next to 
someone that does not have that 
(access), yet we have the same 
expectation for all of them. That 
is something that was borne out 
during our distance learning. We 
want all of our students to be on 
a level playing field.”

Scenic Rivers Health Services – Drive Up 
Covid-19 Testing Available by Appointment

As indicated by the Minnesota Department of Health, Scenic 
Rivers Health Services and their six medical clinics are designated 
Covid-19 drive-up testing locations.  Scenic Rivers continues to 
support our communities and their healthcare needs during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  Testing in rural Minnesota will help to define 
the Coronavirus and assist with isolation and treatment.   If you have 
Covid-19 symptoms (cough, shortness of breath, fever, chills, muscle 
pain, headache, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell), or you feel 
you have been exposed to Covid-19 through someone with a known 
positive Covid-19 test result, please call your local clinic site listed 
below.  Your call will be screened to determine if you meet the criteria 
for Covid-19 testing.  If you do meet criteria, an appointment for 
drive-up testing will be scheduled for you. Please note criteria may 
change based on latest Centers for Disease Control and Minnesota 

Department of Health guidelines.

Do not walk in or drive up without an appointment.  You can only 
be tested after screening and scheduled appointment.

No payment is due at the time of testing.  Patients will not receive a 
bill for Covid-19 testing.  If you are insured, your insurance company 
will be billed.  If you are uninsured, testing charges will be waived as 

determined through the CARES Act.  

       - Scenic Rivers - Bigfork   218-743-3232
       - Scenic Rivers - Big Falls   218-276-2403
       - Scenic Rivers - Cook    218-666-5941
       - Scenic Rivers - Floodwood   218-476-2221
       - Scenic Rivers - Northome   218-897-5222
       - Scenic Rivers - Tower    218-753-2405

See  SCHOOLS...pg. 5

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor Strives to make improvements to distance learning

HEALTHCARE

COOK- The Cook 
Hospital is slowly and 
safely resuming more 
patient services, with spe-
cialists resuming visits 
starting in June. Visitor 
restrictions at the hospital 
remain in place, according 
to Hospital CEO Teresa 
Debevec, and the doors to 
the hospital remain locked 
so that anyone visiting the 
hospital for a specialist 
visit can be screened prior 
to entering the building.

Debevec said there 
are concerns that patients 
are ignoring health care 
needs during this pandem-
ic period.

“We are seeing more 
critical patients coming 
into the emergency room,” 
she said. “We really want 
to stress the importance of 
not letting conditions get 
that severe.”

The emergency room 
is open and is seeing 
patients as usual, she said.

Visits with orthope-
dic and ENT (Ear, Nose, 
Throat) specialists and 
EMG testing are all resum-

ing in June. Twin Ports 
Dermatology will resume 
visits in July.

The hospital’s Adult 
Day Services remains 
closed at this time and 
will reopen as soon as 
state guidelines permit. 
The hospital is not sure 
when colonoscopies and 
endoscopies will resume; 
these also will follow state 
guidelines.

The hospital’s labo-
ratory, physical therapy, 
and occupational therapy 
services are all open for 
visits. The wellness gym 
remains closed at this time.

To obtain more infor-
mation or to schedule an 
appointment, contact the 
Cook Hospital Outreach 
Coordinator at 218-666-
6247.

COVID-19 Triage
If you have signs 

or symptoms relating to 
COVID-19, please utilize 
one of the triage providers 
listed below before going 
to the Cook Hospital emer-
gency room.  They will 
inform you if you need to 
go to the emergency room.

COVID-19 telephone 

and online triage services 
for Cook Hospital patients 
include:

Fairview Range Phone 
Triage - Nurse triage line, 
218-362-6682, staffed 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

MHealth Fairview - 
https://oncare.org.

St. Luke’s - https://
slhduluth.zipnosis.com/.

Cook Hospital will resume specialist visits in June
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN

Hook...3 for 2
 

1 mile from the boat landing on Lake Vermilion!

Fishing get-away comfort!
Reserve on our website:

vermilionparkinn.com

Includes
continental breakfast!

Stay 3 nights for price of 2 thru JuneFor
All Your

Feed & Seed
Needs



These days, I’ll 
suddenly pause in 
the middle of some-
thing and think, 
“Wow, 67 years 
old. I’m gettin’ up 
there!” Sometimes, 
it’s when I’m doing 
something stren-
uous. I’ll let out 
a little “Ouch!” 
and wonder if it’s 
a warning sign to 
slow down, lighten 
my load and take 
two trips instead of one. After 
all, I’m not thirty anymore!

Another thought 
on the passing of 
time, “Wow! I’ve 
lived on this same 
piece of land for 
nearly forty years.” 
I’ve begun to realize 
lately that this rel-
atively tiny speck 
of “real estate” on 
this extraordinary 
planet is changing 
right along with me. 
We’re growing older 
together — I and the 

land, with its forests, fields and 
flowing waters. Let me try to 

paint a picture. 
Over the years, when 

meeting someone for the first 
time, I’ll inevitably be asked, 
“Where do you live?” I typi-
cally answer, “Linden Grove,” 
believing that my township is 
an adequate reply knowing how 
little it reveals about me. I’ve 
always thought of this place as 
“a small island nestled in the 
middle of a giant spruce swamp.” 
Not very inviting I know, since 
it conjures images of swarms of 
mosquitoes and perpetually wet 
feet. But for me, it’s home! It 
hasn’t a dramatic beauty, like the 

Canadian Rockies or the north 
shore of Lake Superior, but it 
has an allure. After four decades 
I’ve discovered that much of the 
appeal lies in its private, quiet, 
subtle beauty. Not a “tourist 
destination,” but my home. 

Let me start with the “island” 
part. Much of Linden Grove’s 
landscape is dominated by a vast 
undisturbed black spruce forest. 
That’s because it’s situated at the 
extreme southeastern border of 
the Glacial Lake Agassiz Plain, 
created by massive advancing 
and retreating sheets of ice 
formed in stages over a period 

lasting well over two million 
years. Melting was finally com-
plete about 10,000 years ago, 
leaving this region scraped of its 
natural topsoil, along with much 
of its relief. Linden Grove is not 
noted for rolling hills. Whenever 
I refer to myself as a “flatlander” 
I usually get a chuckle, but it’s 
true. In 1972, when John and his 
buddies first laid eyes on this 
40-acre parcel, they discovered 
an old-timey gypo cabin with 
a unnamed creek a short hike 
away flowing between two steep, 

I’m a political geek who 
loves the act of voting at my 
local polling place, in person, 
in every local, state and federal 
election.  I’ve never missed one, 
ever. In fact, I’m such a geek that 
the longer I’ve had to stand in 
line, the happier I am because I 
see my fellow Americans taking 
advantage of our freedom. My 
first opportunity to vote was in 
turbulent 1968. Then my son 
and I voted together in his first 
election in 1988.  We went late 
in the evening shortly before 
the polls closed. In those days, 
results were announced early 
based on exit polls so we knew 
before voting who had won. We 
didn’t go home rationalizing that 
our votes wouldn’t matter. We 
stayed to honor our privilege to 
be informed voters who never 
take it lightly.

 On Memorial Day we 
remember those who fought 
and died for our freedom and on 
Election Day we remember those 
who fought for our right to vote 
regardless of our race, gender or 
economic status.  Women of my 
age remember that it was women 
of our mother’s generation who 
fought hard to ensure that we 
have the right to stand in line at 
our polling place. Yet in 2016, 
only 61.4 percent of Americans 
voted.  In Minnesota, the per-
centage was highest in the nation 
at 74.7 percent, one of many 
reasons to be proud of our state.

This year I’m taking advan-
tage of Minnesota’s process that 
allows for the choice to vote by 
mail for any reason. I’m going 
to hope for the conditions to 
exist that will allow me to show 
up in person on Aug. 11 for the 
Primary Election and Nov. 3 
for the General Election, but 
I’m not taking any chances with 
my health or the health of my 
neighbors and our poll workers 
this year. I’ve applied for my 
absentee ballot for the first time.

It’s easy to apply for a 
ballot and it can be requested 
now. You can go to mnvotes.
org to request the application 
online and learn about the 
entire process. In Ely, you can 

also pick up an application for 
your ballot with instructions at 
Northland Market and Zup’s, by 
the entry doors. The library will 
provide an application for you if 
you request it when you pick up 
books. They are also available at 
the City Clerk’s office.

In these days of hyper-par-
tisanship I believe that one of 
the basic truths on which we 
can all agree is that when we 
enjoy the freedom to take part 
in the process of electing a rep-
resentative democracy, it’s our 
duty as citizens to participate 
in that process.  However you 
cast your vote, I hope it’s done 
from a position of thoughtful 
consideration and knowledge of 
the candidates and issues. Let’s 
all do our duty and vote and let’s 
do it in good health.

Linda Sutton
Ely

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n 
r e s p o n s e  t o  M a r s h a l l 
Helmberger’s Timberjay article 
on the U.S. Supreme Court’s 6 to 
3 majority ruling that discharg-
ing pollutants into the ground 
may be subjected to regulations 
under the Clean Water Act.

At times one million gallons 
of wastewater a day seeped into 
the Ely Pioneer Mine, according 
to the historical plaque at the 
mine site. (Miners wore rain-
coats.)  It is impossible to contain 
or control all of the water infil-
tration into a mine. Wastewater 
in a copper mine is exposed to 
sulfide ore and can drain out of 
the mine as a toxic secretion of 
sulfuric acid. The polluted water 
can flow through cracks, crevices 
and fissures in any direction and 
unpredictable distances regard-
less of the aboveground contours 
or watersheds. 

This is a water-rich envi-
ronment. Water is abundant and 
PolyMet recognizes that water 
will penetrate into its proposed 
mining operation. As much as 10 
percent or more annually will be 
uncontrollable and will continu-
ously leach and accumulate into 
one or more of the 10,000 lakes, 

aquifers or rivers in Minnesota.
The toxicity of the mine’s 

water discharge can cause irrepa-
rable environmental degradation 
and very serious debilitating 
human problems. Minnesota tax-
payers will pay the monetary res-
titution, not PolyMet. PolyMet 
has financially insulated itself 
against any enforcement of 
their violations of the laws and 
regulations including discharge 
of pollutants.

In the case of the PolyMet 
mining operation, the company 
is a thinly capitalized Canadian 
corporation with minimal tan-
gible assets and is controlled 
by Glencore Xstrada. They will 
operate leased equipment that 
cannot be used as collateral. 

Glencore is registered in 
Jersey, a small island off the coast 
of France. The legal barricade is 
stated in Glencore’s initial public 
offering: “Substantially all of 
the Company’s assets and the 
majority of assets of its Directors 
and officers are located outside 
the U.S. As result, it may not be 
possible for U.S. investors to 
effect service of process (legal 
claims) within the U.S. upon 
the Company or its Directors or 
officers located outside of the 
United States.”  Furthermore, 
“the signed plans and promises 
by PolyMet in SDEIS are by 
surrogate, lacking the where-
withal to assure total future 
compliance and implementation 
of its assertions.”

People who take solace in 
U.S. laws and regulations and 
financial assurance as safeguards 
from illegal labor practices and 
environmental infractions, may 
not realize the constraints and 
limitations of enforcement of any 
of PolyMet’s unlawful actions.

How can our government 
encourage exploitation of our 
natural resources by a foreign 
corporation that deliberately 
seeks to evade major and normal 
corporate responsibilities?

Gerry Snyder
Ely

PolyMet/Glencore 
taking steps to avoid 
accountability

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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OPINION

Letters from Readers

Local news suffers
Consolidation has hurt newspapers  

and those they serve

See  LAND...pg. 5

Still living close to the changing land

Where the 
North Country 

Sounds Off!

Let’s do our part to 
protect democracy

When it comes to business, 
there’s long been a theory that 
bigger is better. And we’ve 
seen that theory at work in 
recent years in the newspaper 
world as venture capital firms 
and larger media organizations 
have bought up smaller news-
papers by the hundreds. 

We’ve seen that trend 
at work here in northern 
Minnesota, where companies 
like Forum Communications 
and Adams Publishing, have 
come to own the vast majority 
of newspapers throughout the 
region.

The consolidation of the 
industry may generate more 
revenue for corporate share-
holders, but there’s little reason 
to believe that communities 
are being well-served by this 
trend. As we’ve seen at so 
many newspapers across the 
country, consolidation has 
meant job losses from the front 
office to the newsroom to the 
printing plant. In many cases, 
even small regional news-
papers that once employed 
dozens, have been hollowed 
out to just a handful of staff. 
Newsrooms that once held a 
fleet of reporters and editors 
have become lonely outposts 
for an editor and a couple of 
part-time staff writers. 

And given the latest shock 
to the industry posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
bloodletting has only inten-
sified. In just the past month, 
we’ve seen the announcement 
that the Lake County News 
Chronicle, owned by a subgroup 
of Forum Communications, 
has  ceased publicat ion 
entirely. Meanwhile, Adams 
Publishing has announced that 
the Chisholm Tribune, once the 
voice of independent newspa-
per legend Veda Ponikvar, has 
been reduced to a weekly insert 
in the Hibbing paper. 

Lost along the way is a 
tremendous amount of local 
news coverage. That’s not to 
fault the dedicated journalists 
who still fight the good fight 
at many of these consolidated 
newspapers. But there’s only 
so much a handful of people 
can cover. Which is why we’ve 
seen so many local newspapers 
rely increasingly on news 
wire and syndicated services, 
or shared content from other 
media, typically from within 
their own newspaper groups. 
They simply don’t have the 
time, or the corporate direction, 
to truly serve their commu-
nities.

Readers recognize those 
changes, and often respond 
by letting their subscriptions 
lapse. That reduces readership, 
which eventually reduces 
advertising, and the decline in 
revenue typically prompts the 

corporate accountants to push 
for further cuts, rather than 
reinvestment in staff to restore 
the news product. That, in turn, 
leads to further erosion in read-
ership in a vicious cycle that 
is killing newspapers around 
the country.  

This is one case where, 
sometimes, small and inde-
pendent, can be a better choice 
for newspapers. Here at the 
Timberjay, we’ve gone against 
the grain of the industry in 
general. As most other newspa-
pers have slashed newsrooms, 
we’ve invested in ours by 
adding experienced journalists. 
Far from relying on news wires 
or reprinting stories from other 
media, the Timberjay’s primary 
struggle is to find space for all 
the local staff-written content 
we generate each week. 

We know that readers rec-
ognize the difference, because 
we hear from them every day. 
And while the COVID-19 
shutdown has certainly had an 
impact on our business, with 
so many advertisers closed for 
business, we have taken steps 
to ensure that the Timberjay 
will continue to do the work 
of bringing accurate and pro-
fessional news coverage to our 
region for a long time to come. 

That’s not to say that we 
couldn’t use your help. In a 
media market that is more 
fractured than at any time in 
the past, many businesses are 
wondering where to place their 
advertising dollars. Letting 
local businesses who adver-
tise in the Timberjay or other 
local media know that you 
see their ads and appreciate 
their support of high-quality 
local news coverage, helps 
them determine where their ad 
dollars are most effective. And 
it encourages them to continue 
advertising with independent, 
locally-owned businesses that 
are serving your community. 

Finally, we greatly appre-
ciate all of our loyal subscrib-
ers. And for those who might 
wish to make an additional 
contribution, we have placed 
a donation button on our 
website at timberjay.com. 
We’ve already received several 
extremely generous donations 
from readers across the region, 
for which we are exceedingly 
grateful. These are challenging 
times for local news. But we 
believe that newspapers that 
provide a real service to their 
communities will be the ones 
that survive the pandemic 
and the many other factors 
affecting local news organi-
zations. We are committed to 
making sure that the Timberjay 
will continue to provide that 
service. 
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LAND...Continued from page 4
wooded banks. That triggered 
their resounding, “Yes!” John’s 
been here ever since.

Three creeks surround our 
“island”. Their main source 
of water is the accumulated 
snowmelt or rainfall that seeps 
in from these miles of wetlands. 
I’ve witnessed the power of 
its springtime flowage. These 
headwaters continually move 
downstream, widening our once 
narrow Plum Creek, merging 
with the Little Fork River a 
quarter-mile through the woods, 
gaining volume as these waters 
travel on to join the Rainy River, 
fed by its many tributaries, con-
tinuing north to Lake Winnipeg 
and ultimately, feeding into 
Hudson Bay. Nothing short of 
awesome!

The island grows and shrinks 
with the forces of nature. It was 
once farmed, but Linden Grove 
is not Field Township, located 
just east of us at a slightly higher 

elevation, requiring less ditching 
to grow crops. Field’s farms 
are broken by fewer patches 
of lowland too wet to till and 
woods relentlessly reclaiming 
cultivated land to make “wild” 
again. When we first arrived, 
we tried to bring back some of 
our abandoned fields but we 
soon learned that we lacked the 
same kind of sisu needed by 
the original homesteaders who 
first broke ground here in 1903. 
Consequently, these gumbo clay 
fields are now covered with 
twenty years of regrowth, mostly 
native species like spruce, aspen, 
and willow brush. Looking east 
from our front window, spring 
is a sight to behold blanketed 
by soft-green leaves barely the 
size of mouse ears, the blush of 
red osier, milky-colored catkins 
and glorious early morning sun-
rises. But with time, we know 
this much loved vista will be no 
more, exchanged for a gradually 

maturing forest. 
Its wildness has been one 

of the most cherished aspects 
of this place. Until recently, 
John and I were the only resi-
dents on this two-mile gravel 
road. An ancient black spruce 
bog stretches untouched for 
five miles south and west of 
us. Although rare, one can spot 
small popple islands, somehow 
able to support a few large pines, 
rising up from the swamp. Some 
especially brave, or desperate, 
homesteaders actually punched 
trails through the muskeg to 
try to farm these tiny tracts. 
Those trails can still be spotted 
one hundred years later. I often 
imagine the toil required back 
then to make a life in this harsh 
environment. Truly admirable!

The remote seclusion of this 
place had allowed an abundance 
of wildlife. Fewer humans gave 
animals room to flourish. In 
earlier years, sightings of bear, 

bobcats, fisher, pine marten and 
wolves were common, not to 
mention a vast array of resident 
and migratory birds. Paradise! 

But more recently, things 
have changed. The arrival in 
the 1980s of the Potlatch plant 
south of Cook played a part. The 
increased demand for pulpwood 
created a near twenty-year 
logging boom. More and more 
pulpwood — mostly aspen, 
balsam, and black spruce — was 
required to meet the needs of 
ox-board plants and paper mills. 
And production of larger equip-
ment significantly increased the 
speed at which the wood could 
be cut and the rate of disruption 
to key habitat.

Another source of pressure 
on the land has been ever-in-
creasing human activity. Hunting 
shacks have sprung up all around 
us. The sounds of firearm enthu-
siasts target practicing is now 
a regular weekend occurrence, 

disturbing the peace. It seems 
like we’ve become a “destina-
tion spot,” also contributing to a 
notable decline in the diversity 
and abundance of wildlife. And 
then there are the effects of 
climate change. Despite debate 
over the specific causes and 
their degree of impact, these 
noticeable changes are now 
undeniable. Sightings we once 
took for granted are no longer.  

With every change, one can 
apply a “cost-benefit analysis.” 
For example, it’s obvious there 
is no shortage of deer. Certainly 
great for hunters! And if you love 
berry-picking, massive clearcuts 
can render extraordinary yields! 
But then there are the beaver, 
“a whole ‘nother subject!” One 
which I’ll happily go into in my 
next column. Until then, please 
be safe, and stay tuned.

SCHOOLS...Continued from page 3

Northland Market deserves 
a special thank you for their 
dedication to their workers and 
customers.  

Their employees wear 
masks. They post cautions about 
social distancing. They have 
installed Plexiglas to protect 
their check-out persons.  

We all know these protec-
tions are not one hundred percent 
fool-proof, but they help at a 
time when those workers are so 
critical to the essential services 
we all need.

There are some basic facts 
we can all agree on no matter 
what our politics: no one likes 
wearing a mask, we want our 
lives back, we want to be able 
to be out and about in public, 
and we want the economy up 
and running as soon as possible.

In the interest of getting back 
to business as soon as possible, 
though, I would urge everyone 
to don the mask in public places. 
You’re not doing it for yourself, 
you’re doing it for the workers 
who wait on you, for your family 
and friends, and for your fellow 
citizens.  

I would also urge other 
businesses to follow Northland 
Market’s example. Your workers 
and customers are important to 
your business. Please do every-
thing you can to protect them.  

Some individuals tout the 
statistics on traffic deaths and the 
flu as a way to say people die all 
the time and we are over-react-
ing. But, 40,000 traffic deaths 
and 61,000 flu deaths over twelve 
months are vastly different from 
100,000 COVID deaths in two 
and a half months. In the highest 
flu death week in recent memory, 
there were 1,600 deaths. In the 
highest week of COVID deaths, 
there were 20,000.  

Please, take this seriously 
and do everything you can 
to protect yourself and those 
around you. The more we do to 
stem the tide of this pandemic, 
the quicker we can get back to 
business as usual.  

Kay Vandervort
Ely

Great editorial Marshall. 
I plan to ask Fort Knox for a 
‘request for public information’. 
I want to know how much of our 
money has been spent (wasted) 
on attorney’s fees by Carmen 
DeLuca and Mike Ralston to 
bully, harass, and intimidate 
the clerk. 

Do they not realize that Sue 
is their equal? She is an elected 
official, not their employee. This 
ridiculousness is about power 
and control over a woman. She 
received more votes than either 
of them ever has. The cameras 
are surveillance cameras and 
have nothing to do with security. 
A security system would have 
a keypad to enter the building, 
and disarm the system, and it 
would be armed again when the 
worker(s) leave. There would 
also be a panic button or two, 
monitored by a security service 
that contacts the police. 

Mike Ralston’s fairy tale 
about worker safety is ridicu-
lous. If anyone were attacked 
on the job, no one would 
come to their aid. The cameras 
would not be running 24/7 to 
spy on Sue or Pam. This is an 
invasion of privacy, and more 
than a little bit creepy. Rather 
like having a peeping Tom. I 
admire Sue’s ability to put up 
with their nonsense. Many of 
us wouldn’t. It would be great if 
those who support privacy and 
oppose bullying would contact 
the board members and express 
your dissatisfaction with their 
draconian actions.

Barbara Lofquist
Lake Vermilion, Tower

Greenwood Township once 
again is using its statutory 
exemption to keep information 
from the public. As the Timberjay 
describes, the exemption was 
written into law to protect small 
townships with limited resources 
from complying. It has become 
clear that some townships, like 
Greenwood, simply use this 

exemption as a defiance of the 
Minnesota Data Practices Act. 
The township attorney, when 
first hired, had a list of recom-
mendations to the Town Board, 
one of which was to stay out of 
the newspaper. With passage of 
these ordinances they have done 
just the opposite and drawn the 
attention of Mark Anfinson, 
counsel for the Minnesota 
Newspaper Association and 
specialist in First Amendment 
and information law. Anfinson 
has been involved in dozens and 
dozens of information law cases 
including the Data Practices 
Act, and questions the legality 
of the Greenwood Ordinance. 
It would be wise if the town 
board rescinded these ordinances 
before they become challenged 
and all townships pay the price 
for Greenwood’s overreach.

The board has continually 
attempted to intimidate and 
harass the clerk. Most recent-
ly, they installed surveillance 
cameras to watch her at work, 
they attempted to restrict citi-
zens from her office, placed an 
option on the ballot to eliminate 
her position as elected, and 
now threaten her with fines and 
imprisonment. Marshall and 
Jodi, your opinion and article 
are spot on but it will cost you. 
I don’t think the Timberjay will 
be the newspaper of record in 
Greenwood anytime soon.

John Bassing
Greenwood Twp

As you may know, Congress 
made the North Country National 
Scenic Trail’s “Arrowhead 
Re-route” official back in March 
of 2019. The North Country 
Trail Association has been 
making progress on identifying 
parts of the future NCT route in 
the “Big Gap” area near Grand 
Rapids and Ely where they have 
volunteers. They’re also starting 
to think about the route in a 
couple of other places where 
they don’t have many volunteers 
or ideas. Two of those areas are 
in between Grand Rapids and 
McCarthy Beach State Park 
and the other is in-between 

the Laurentian and Kawishiwi 
Districts of the Superior National 
Forest (centered on Tower).  

The North Country Trail 
Association is working with 
ARDC Planning on collecting 
routing ideas and we have created 
an online map for people to share 
their ideas for places for the 
NCT to visit and also places to 
avoid. Interested community 
members can learn more at the 
ARDC project website at https://
ardcplanning.org/nct/. This is an 
opportunity for people who live, 
work, and/or recreate in these 
areas to help route a National 
Scenic Trail (there are only 11 in 
the country) and we’re using new 
tools (virtual meetings and the 
online map submission) during 
this time when we can’t hold the 
traditional public meeting with 
maps spread out over tables. We 
are also working with people 
who may not be able to access 
those online tools

Josh Bergstad, AICP
ARDC Planning, ARDC

This November, voters 
in northern St. Louis County 
will head to the polls to elect, 
among other positions, Board 
Supervisors for the Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD).  If you live in one of 
the nomination districts up for 
election, and are interested in 
being involved with local water 
quality and natural resource 
issues, I encourage you to 
consider running for Board 
Supervisor. Individuals can file 
with the county auditor from 
May 19 through June 2. 

 Positions on this year’s 
ballot will include those repre-
senting Nomination Districts 2, 
4 and 5.  

Nomination District 2: 
Cook to Ely and Embarrass to 
Crane Lake

Nomination District 4: 
Mt. Iron to Lavell and McDavitt 
townships. 

Nomination District 5: 
Virginia to Bassett Township 
and south to Ellsburg Township.

As chair of the North St. 
Louis SWCD, I can attest to how 

rewarding it is to serve on the 
SWCD board of supervisors. We 
play an important role in address-
ing a wide variety of resource 
management issues aimed at 
protecting and improving water 
quality, properly managing 
wetlands, and preventing soil 
erosion. Our SWCD employees 
work with landowners and other 
units of government, in both rural 
and urban settings, to provide 
financial and technical assistance 
for these efforts. 

SWCDs are local units of 
government, and Supervisors are 
elected to four-year terms. Our 
terms are staggered so either 
two or three Supervisors are up 
for election each two years. We 
hold monthly business meetings 
(currently the 2nd Wednesday 
at 10:30 a.m.) and also attend 
various conferences throughout 
the year. While we are not paid 
a salary, we do receive $75 
compensation for attending 
meetings and we are reimbursed 
for expenses. 

The mission of the North 
Saint Louis Soil and Water 
Conservation District is to 
encourage sustainable use of 
our natural resources by engag-
ing people in soil and water 
conservation in northern Saint 
Louis County. Its three goals are 
to provide services, spread the 
message and strengthen capacity. 

Learn more about SWCD 
elections and the work of the 
SWCD by visiting our website at 
www.nslswcd.org or calling our 
office at 218-749-2000. 

Peggy Pearson
Board Chair
North St. Louis Soil and 

Water Conservation District  

Thanks  t o  Marsha l l 
Helmberger for his informative 
article on marsh marigolds. 
I always knew them as cow-
slips and the marshes and 
ditches are full of them now.  
Have you ever heard “The Cow 
Pasture Polka?”

Mary Smilanich Batinich
S o u d a n  a n d  L a k e 

Vermilion

The harassment 
needs to end

Time to take 
public health 
seriously

Thanks for the  
marigoldsGreenwood board 

ought to reconsider

NC Trail needs your 
help on routing

Help conserve our 
county’s soil and water

Erie said as many as 
130 different devices were 
distributed to Ely students 
this spring as distance 
learning was initiated. 

“We don’t know what 
our schools will look like 
in the fall. We need to be 
prepared so that students 
are on that level playing 
field when we resume 
school in whatever form 
that may be,” he said. “We 
are hoping it will be (back) 
to the traditional form, but 
we need to be prepared in 
case it isn’t,” he said.

Erie said he was 
impressed with the level 
that teachers and staffed 
have embraced the dis-

tance-learning model, 
and funding is available 
through the federal CARES 
Act to help improve that 
technology.

“Another bill, in the 
state legislature, would 
have provided additional 
funds related to broad-
band going to our schools, 
but we are hoping that is 
realized through a special 
session,” he said.

He also noted that 
the federal Department of 
Education has recognized 
that many schools are 
struggling with technology 
needs and are allowing 
fund balance transfers 
typically assigned to other 

needs to be used for tech-
nology improvements.

“We have some signif-
icant balances in such areas 
as basic skills, and that 
money can be transferred 
to be used. This is a real 
window of opportunity 
that wasn’t there a year 
ago and may not be there a 
year from now,” Erie said.

He said he plans to 
present a more detailed 
technology improvement 
plan to the board at their 
June 8 meeting.

“We have decisions 
to be made on types of 
devices, grade level con-
siderations, total number 
of devices, and wireless 

upgrades,” he said. “We 
are also looking at what 
(educational) platforms we 
would use.”
Other business

In other business, the 
board:

Heard from admin-
istrators on the master 
school schedule and 
learned that plans for a 
seven-period school day 
and early dismissal are on 
hold due to the unknowns 
surrounding COVID-19 
and distance learning con-
siderations.

 Hired  Na than 
LaFond for the full-time 
Memorial School science 
teaching position.

Hired current Ely 
elementary teacher Kaley 
Hotaling to the part-time 
high school teaching posi-
tion.

Adjusted the con-

tract for middle school 
teacher Brenda Check-
Olson from a full-time to 
a part-time position.

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

WE PROVIDE THE BASICS...
8x12

Treated Deck Platform
$335 includes tax
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Read us online at 
www.timberjay.com

Tower Cemetery 
Association

It's that time again.
Thank you to ALL 

who donate. 
We still need your support 
and the support of others.

Checks are to be made out to:
Tower Cemetery Association

PO Box 874, Tower, MN 55790

Thank you,
The Tower Cemetery Board

Published in the Timberjay, May 22, 29, June 5, 12, 19 & 26, 2020

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

TS Elementary graduation, pandemic-style...

Clockwise from top: Staff waves as families drive by the school on May 
20. Hannah Reichensperger cheers on the students with help from the 
school mascot. Sixth-grade teacher Scott Chiabotti hands a diploma to 
Chloe Adkisson. Gwen Lilya cheers on the students from across the 
street. LR teacher Mary Larson congratulates her young students. The 
Villebrun boys enjoy the ice cream sandwiches that were being handed 
out. Learning Readiness student Ayva Anderson had a sign to thank her 
teachers. Sixth-grader Bobby Schwarz. Sixth-grader Elsie Larson and her 
youngest brother, Eddie, a Learning Readiness graduate.

photos by 
J. Summit



Immanuel offers drive-in worship for 
Pentecost and summer

FIELD TWP- Pentecost is this Sunday, May 31 
and Immanuel Lutheran, together with Trinity Luther-
an Church in Cook, will be holding drive-in worship 
at the North Woods School Parking lot.  Everyone will 
stay in their vehicles and tune in to a radio station.  
There will be Holy Communion, but attendees are 
asked to bring elements from home (crackers/bread 
and juice).  The service starts at 10 a.m. Come a little 
early to get parked and tuned in!

Immanuel of Tower will also be offering drive-in 
worship services once a month during the summer.  
Time and location are yet to be determined so stay 
tuned for more information.
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Transfer station
Hwy. 77 Canister
Summer Hours through Sept. 30
Tuesday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Recycling canisters  available 
at the canister site when open.   
For info: 1-800-450-9278

Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

Week of June 1FUN ON MAIN STREET

Tower Food Shelf
TOWER- The Tower 

Food Shelf is not able to 
increase its hours at this 
time, but anyone needing 
an emergency visit can 
contact Food Shelf Coor-
dinator Marge McPeak at 
218-753-3503.

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m. Canceled until 
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is June 16.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(business meeting) and 
third (drill) Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

TOWER- Diane Childs, along 
with 20-year-old Diego, and Donna 
and Julie Rahkola with 19-year-old 
mini-horse Eclipse and mini-stallion 
Sully, brought some smiles to faces in 
Tower last Friday. The three woman 
said they just wanted to make people 
happy.

The horses first visited outside the 
windows at Vermilion Senior Living, 
which delighted the residents, and 
then toured up and down Main Street. 
No horse treats were available at the 
drive-through at the credit union when 
they tried to make a deposit, and the 
Sulu’s window was closed for the day, 
so no oatmeal cookies.  The horses 
did make a few deposits of their own, 
but when they were done, all those 
“deposits” were cleaned up! 

photos by J. Summit

Calls: 99
C i t a t i o n s / f o r m a l 

charges/arrests: 3
Monthly mileage: 

1,228 (Tahoe: 902, Explor-
er: 326)

Squads: Current end of 
the month mileage for the 
Gold 2012 Chevy Tahoe 
(Tower) is 94,793. Current 
end of the month mileage for the 
2017 Ford Explorer is 27,453. 

Additional shifts: The Breit-

ung Police did not work any extra 
shirts in April.

Training: none
Misc: The department has 

been checking with the 
CDC for COVID-19 up-
dates.

C i t a t ions / fo rmal 
charges/arrests: 

1 domestic assault – 
jailed

1 no proof of insur-
ance – citation

1 no drivers license in posses-
sion – citation 

BREITUNG POLICE DEPARTMENT

Breitung Police Chief 
Dan Nylund

April Police 
Report

BREITUNG TWP- This year’s 
Old Settler’s Reunion and Picnic in 
July has been canceled.

“As far as we know, this is the 
first time in our over 100-year his-
tory that the picnic has been can-
celed,” said committee chair Kathy 
Hoppa.

Hoppa said the same safety 
concerns over COVID-19 that have 
caused the cancellation of almost 
every other large gathering this 
spring and summer are the reason 
for the decision. In addition, the at-
tendees at Old Settlers are mostly 
senior citizens, a high-risk group 
for the virus.

The Old Settlers Reunion and 
Picnic is an annual event featur-
ing a meat and vegetable booyah 
stew, cooked outdoors in huge iron 
pots that date back to the early 
mining days in Soudan. The event 

is always held at McKinley Park 
Campground. Membership in Old 

Settlers is open to any born or liv-
ing on the Vermilion Iron Range.

Old Settlers Reunion canceled

JUST horsin’ around



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
and 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, First 
Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, St. Anthony 
Church basement, Ely 
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
Thursdays, 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
-  Study materials and 
pre-test available. Tower 
by appointment. 
Call 365-3359, 827-3232, 
or 1-800-662-5711. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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OUR COMMUNITY

ELY SCHOOL DISTRICT

feels like summer’s here 
ice is gone, planting gardens 
 
waiting for big rains

Want to run for 
office in Ely?

ELY – The can-
didacy filing period 
closes at 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 2. The 
two-year term of mayor 
and three seats on the 
city council, for four-
year terms, are  open for 
the Nov. 3 election. A 
primary, if needed, will 
be held on Tuesday, 
Aug. 11.

Mayor  Chuck 
Novak has filed for 
re-election. Three seats 
on the council, occu-
pied by Paul Kess, 
Jerome Debeltz and 
Ryan Callen, are also 
up for re-election this 
year.

The cost for filing 
is $5.

Forms are avail-
able at the City Clerk’s 
office at City Hall, 209 
E. Chapman St., and 
on the city’s website, 
www.ely.mn.us. For 
more information, 
email deputyclerk@
ely.mn.us or call 218-
365-3224. 

This has certain-
ly been a school year 
unlike no other for our 
Ely School faculty, staff, 
students, their families 
and our community.  
The Distance Learning 
model of delivering 
education has been a 
significant change for 
all of us, presenting 
many challenges.  I 
would like to thank 
students and their fam-
ilies for all they have 
done to make Distance 
Learning work in their 
homes.  

While we have 
been navigating 
Distance Learning, our 
Ely School District has 
also been looking into 
the future on how to 
provide a 21st Century 
Learning environment 
for our students and 
community.  On May 
11, our Ely School 
Board decided to move 
forward with a $10 
million bond refer-
endum to raise funds 
that can help address 
the needs of our aging 
buildings, connect our 
buildings for safety and 
security, and provide 
new flexible learning 
spaces for 21st Century 
Learning.  Election day 
for the referendum is 
Tuesday, Aug. 11, and 
absentee balloting 
starts as early as June 
26.

How did we 
get to this point? In 
September of 2018, 
former Superintendent 
Kevin Abrahamson 
secured a School Safety 
Grant of $495,000 
from the Minnesota 
Department of 
Education (MDE).  
Plans were developed 
to join the buildings 
with a $1.9 million 
Linkways system, basi-

cally a secure entrance 
with hallways between 
buildings and not much 
else.  A community- 
based task force was 
formed to help identify 
additional needs and 
propose solutions. Then 
a community survey 
was conducted in the 
fall of 2019 which indi-
cated the community 
would support address-
ing the needs identified, 
up to a figure of $11 
million.  Knowing that 
the needs identified by 
the task force exceeded 
this dollar figure, the 
District applied to Iron 
Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation (IRRR) 
in hopes of securing 
more funding.  With 
help from many people 
and the support of our 
local legislators, the 
District was awarded a 
$7 million grant from 
the IRRR.  The District 
committed $500,000 
from their general fund 
balance as well as $1.6 
million from Long Term 
Maintenance Funds 
(LTFM) to bring the 
total funding for the 
project up to $19.65 
million.

Why hold a refer-
endum now? With the 
changes we are experi-
encing in our economy 
due to COVID-19, it may 
seem like waiting to 
pursue a referendum 
would make sense.  
That is an understand-
able position.  On the 
other hand there are 
a number of good 
reasons why moving 
forward with a refer-
endum now is a course 
of action the Ely School 
District should follow.  
One reason for moving 
forward now is that the 
grants that have been 
secured from IRRR and 

MDE will sunset and 
they are dependent 
on additional funding 
from the District and 
the community.  The 
$7 million commitment 
from the IRRR is contin-
gent on passing a $10 
million referendum by 
Dec. 31 of this year.  We 
either take the opportu-
nity to use it or we may 
lose it.  Another reason 
to move ahead is that 
the challenges we are 
experiencing now with 
our buildings will not 
go away.  The roofs, 
windows, plumbing, 
electrical, and heating/
ventilation/air condi-
tioning (HVAC) systems 
all need significant 
attention while our stu-
dents continue to have 
to go between buildings 
in all kinds of weather, 
exposed not only to 
the elements, but to 
anyone who might 
venture onto our school 
campus.  The safety and 
security of our students 
is something we can 
not ignore.

The way the 
funding for the building 
project is structured, 
local homeowners, 
businesses, and timber 
land owners would 
get $19.65 million in 
improvements for $8 
million.  At this time 
next year a build-
ing project of nearly 
$20 million could be 
pumping up the local 
Ely economy, a stimulus 
package that could help 
the community.-  

Are other school 
referendums being 
held elsewhere at this 
time?  Yes.  Roseau 
Community Schools just 
passed a $40 million 
referendum on May 12.  
Mora, Benson, Bertha-
Hewitt have also passed 

construction-related 
referendums in April 
and May.

Where can I get 
more information? The 
Ely School District has 
created an informa-
tional brochure that 
will be mailed out to all 
District residents very 
soon.  In the meantime, 
you can view the infor-
mation on our District 
website: https://www.
ely.k12.mn.us/  or visit 
our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.
com/ely.k12.mn.us/

If you contact the 
District Office at 218-
365-6166 and leave a 
message, an informa-
tional brochure can be 
sent to you via email or 
one can be mailed out 
to you.

You can also 
contact me for more 
information by calling 
218-365-1725 (school) 
or 218-750-4564 
(cellular).  My email 
address is eerie@ely.
k12.mn.us. 

Congratulations 
to the Ely. Memorial 
High School Class 
of 2020. A unique 
Commencement 
Ceremony is being held 
May 30 at 7 p.m. As 
only graduates and their 
families are able to 
attend due to social 
distancing guidelines 
from MDE, we ask you 
to tune in to WELY and 
observe the parade 
of graduates after the 
ceremony as they move 
down Harvey Street 
and loop around to 
Sheridan to be recog-
nized by their commu-
nity. 

Superintendent 
Erik Erie

From the Superintendent’s desk

Ely Memorial High School graduating senior Sara Isbell received a $250 scholarship from Ely 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2717. She collected her award last week on the steps of Memorial 
High School from Tony Rechichi, left, incoming Post 2717 commander, and Mike Pope, right, out-
going Post 2717 commander. Isbell is planning to attend Gustavus Aldolphus College in the fall 
and study nursing. photo by K. Vandervort

NLAA presents Arts Road Show
ELY – The Northern Lakes Arts Association 

has put out a call for Ely artists of all skill levels, 
professional, amateur, or budding, and all ages 
and mediums, to participate in a community event 
next month to display works of art on the lawn, 
front porches, fence, trees, clotheslines, in back 
of a pickup, on the car, on lawn chairs, etc. for 
others to enjoy.

The unique art show is a community-building 
event during shelter-in-place recommendations 
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Be creative and think outside the box. Kids 
can paint a scene or build a fort out of cardboard, 
or use an old tablecloth as a canvas. The sky is 
the limit.

Register an art display by Saturday, May 30 at 
contact@northernlakesart.org, and let the art speak 
for itself to residents and visitors on Saturday and 
Sunday, June 6-7.

NLAA promotes viewing from cars, motor-
cycles, bicycles and on foot. Social distancing is 
required. The arts organization will create a map 
of participating artists on their website NLAA .org 
and Facebook page. 

Fire departments partner for mask drive
ELY - St. Louis County and area fire departments are 

partnering to collect cloth mask donations on an ongoing 
basis. The masks will be donated for use at congregate living 
settings throughout the county, where they remain a high need. 

Masks can be dropped off any time at the Ely Fire 
Department, 209 E. Chapman St., and fire halls in Duluth, 
Grand Lake Township, Hermantown, Hibbing, Lakewood 
Township, Proctor and Virginia. 

St. Louis County staff will then collect the masks and 
coordinate delivery to long-term care facilities.

Ely taxi service out of gas
ELY – The only taxi service in town, A-2-B Taxi, has 

closed for good. 
According to the company’s announcement this week on 

Facebook, the business closed temporarily this spring due to 
health concerns associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.

Due to being self-employed, the owners said they did not 
qualify for unemployment benefits and had to seek employ-
ment elsewhere.
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SUPPORTING THE ARTS

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Get the news online at www.timberjaycom

Fourth-grade wax museum

The Ely Washington Elementary School fourth-grade class conducted their wax museum project this spring despite the distance learning protocols 
in place becausue of the coronavirus pandemic. Teachers John Meyer and Nancy Preblich had their students submit their reports on their favorite 
famous person in history, and rather than the traditional event in the school libary, students submitted their selfies. Mrs. Preblich’s class is featur-
ted this week and Mr. Meyer’s class will be featured next week. Top row from left, Bela Moskowitz as Annie Oakley, Audrey Engan as Helen Keller, 
Blake Houde as Harry Houdini, Elle Marshall as Malala. Above, from left, Charlee Nielsen as Queen Elizabeth, Emmett Boes as Abraham Lincoln, 
Violet Udovich as Maria Tallchief, Naomi Archer as Sacajawea.

From left, Sova Meyer as Mary Jackson, Stella Koivisto as Frida Kahlo, 
Jace Myers as John F. Kennedy, Kyle Zobits as Harriet Tubman.

ELY - Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic Studio North was forced 
to cancel their live dance shows this 
spring, but a virtual dance event was 
held online.

 “While the dancers didn’t perform 
at Washington Auditorium as in past 
years, that does not mean they worked 
any less throughout their season,” 
Nicole Boitz said. “We held a virtual 
recital tribute to honor and recognize 
their efforts.”

This season Studio North celebrat-
ed LIFE, LOVE & DANCE! Dancers from 
ages three through 90 practiced from 
September through May. “Great music, 
beautiful costumes and amazing talent 
entertained viewers  as we celebrated 
virtually. While this is not how we 
planned to wrap up our season, we 

kept on dancing. We finished our last 
few weeks practicing through online 
classes. We worked out, we danced, we 
had fun, we made memories and we 
pushed through it. We are so proud of 
all of the dancers. This is definitely a 
season we will never forget,” she said.

Kess wins INSPIRE award
A special recognition award was 

put into place for Studio North dancers 
in 2016. Young dancer Bella Davis 
was battling Ewing’s Sarcoma, a rare 
form of bone cancer, and was unable 
to dance that season as she was going 
through treatments. 

“She has been back dancing her 
heart out for the past four years,” Boitz 
said. “The inspiration we received 
from Bella was the spark that put 

it all into place, and the Bella Davis 
‘INSPIRE’ award was born.”

Every year, one Studio North 
dancer is honored with this award. 
This dancer is someone who is an 
inspiration to others on and off the 
dance floor.

Past Recipients:
2016 - Emma Larson
2017 - Madelyne Roderick
2018 - Jaicee Krings
2019 - Charlie Carlson
“INSPIRE stands for Incredible, 

Nice, Sweet, Passionate, Impressive, 
Respectable, Exceptional,” she said. 
“We are proud to name Senja Kess 
as the 2020 recipient of the INSPIRE 
Award You are an inspiration to all 
those around you. Congratulations!” 

Ely dancers celebrate end of season with virtual performances
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FIELD TWP- It has 
been a while since I have 
written an article, as it 
was challenging to write 
about school with school 
not being in session. But 
with the end of the school 
year in sight, I wanted to 
write one more column 
for closure.

I know that I speak 
for many when I say that 
the events of the last cou-
ple months have brought 
with them a collection of 
many emotions. When 
beginning teachers enter 
the profession, they have 
an “emotion curve.” It’s 
real, and you can look it 

up online. When teach-
ers first start out, they 
are feeling excitement, 
fear, and anxiety. This 
stage is called “anticipa-
tion.” Once they get to 
the second or third month 
of school, many find 
themselves struggling 
with classroom behav-
ior, dealing with parents, 
keeping up with grading 
and other responsibilities. 
This stage is called “sur-
vival.” They move on to 
stages of disillusionment, 
rejuvenation, reflection, 
and as the year comes to 
a close, back to anticipa-
tion. 

My emotion curve 
regarding the current 
situation of quarantine, 
panic, and pandemic has 
involved uncertainty, pos-
itivity, frustration, hope, 
and disillusionment as 
well. Educators function 
best when we are among 
our kids, and we know 
we can have a positive 
influence when our kids 
are here in the building. 
We can see them and see 
their emotions, and then 
act to help them. Distance 

learning has taken much 
of that away.

Now that the school 
year is coming to an 
end, we are focusing on 
moving on to summer to 
recharge, but we’ll also 
be reflecting on what we 
did well and what we 
could have done better. 
We surveyed our families 
and received a great deal 
of feedback, some nega-
tive, but overall positive. 
Some families made very 
poignant suggestions, 
and if we had to do this 
all over again, which we 
hope we don’t, there are 
some things we could do 
differently. We have nev-
er done this pandemic 
thing before. We want our 
families to know that we 
want to make this work 
for them, and that in-
volves being flexible, as 
families’ perceptions of 
how school should look 
vary widely. 

Wrapping up, the 
biggest event on my 
mind is graduation. The 
rules put in place by the 
state make it impossible 
to have a traditional cer-

emony inside, so North 
Woods will be having a 
ceremony outside in our 
parking lot. All seniors 
and families will arrive 
by vehicle. Seniors will 
be transported one grad-
uate at a time up front 
to a portable stage, cross 
the stage to receive their 
diploma, and then be 
transported back to their 
personal parking spot. 
Senior officers will ad-
dress the crowd in a mix 
of live and pre-recorded 
speeches. There will be 
music and decorations. 
The ceremony will be live 
streamed on YouTube and 
also broadcast live on our 
local radio station, KBFT 
89.9 out of Nett Lake. 
Professional pictures will 
be taken, and our Senior 
Class of 2020 will be cel-
ebrated just as they would 
be at any other gradu-
ation ceremony. It will 
just be a little different. 
In the event of inclement 
weather, we will move 
the diploma ceremony 
inside but keep with the 
“one graduate at a time” 
theme. We are praying for 

decent weather.
Our cafeteria ladies 

have been busy mak-
ing meals every day for 
families. Our bus drivers 
and paras deliver twice a 
week. Paras are cleaning 
and organizing. Teachers 
are still here planning. 
Janitors are cleaning. We 
have daycare for our es-
sential workers’ children. 
Our team of secretaries 
have become organiz-
ers for a transportation 
and logistics company! 
We have had teachers 
do drive-up class vis-
its, Zoom meetings, and 
virtual picnics. We had 
a parade for elementary 
kids, and Cook had a pa-
rade for graduates. Stu-
dents have done math and 
reading 100 percent on 
the internet. I have seen 
wonderful projects for 
shop classes, thoughtful 
artwork and poetry, and 
science taking place out-
side in nature. Kids are 
baking, biking, exercis-
ing, and fishing. I even 
saw a student project that 
involved making a kayak 
trailer for his mountain 

bike! Students are work-
ing more hours at jobs, 
and hopefully some oth-
er life-lessons are a part 
of their education. Local 
businesses have signs out 
supporting our seniors. 
We filmed a virtual schol-
arship awards ceremony, 
complete with a bloop-
ers reel. Many of us have 
spent 20 hours a week 
minimum looking at a 
screen. It’s been hard, but 
it is going to get better.

As we say goodbye 
to our seniors, the eve-
ning should and will be 
about 50 high school se-
niors moving on to the 
next stage of their lives 
in a changed world. I will 
give them only one mes-
sage that focuses on the 
pandemic that we are all 
still working through, and 
that is about how this has 
altered our perspective. 

All of us at North 
Woods School pass along 
our best wishes to our 
North Woods graduates, 
and to all area graduates. 
I only wish that we could 
have said goodbye in a 
more personal fashion.

JOHN
VUKMANICH

North Woods principal wraps up the school year

Grizzlies seniors feted with downtown parade

The North Woods Class of 
2020 gathered last Thursday 
on foot, on motorcylces, on 
horses, in cars and trucks, 
and even a tractor to celebrate 
their upcoming graduation 
with well-wishers who lined 
River St. in Cook to cheer 
them on.

Pictured clockwise from top left:

1. Savannah and Sophie carrying the 
banner at the start of the parade.

2. Kennedy Wardas rides her horse.

3. Amber Scofield wears a big grin.

4. A vehicle decorated with seniors' 
names.

5. Luke Gabrielson's pick-up truck is 
decorated with a classic graduation 
sentiment.

6. Denis Parson holding a sign for 
daughter Kylie.

7. Morgan Malecha gives a thumbs-
up to the crowd.

8. Jerome King waits to roll on down 
the parade route.

photos by C. Stone
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REGIONAL- Happy 
smiles were seen inside 
the Orr Center Thrift 
Store on Saturday, but 
there were none on dis-
play that morning at the 
Cook Area Healthcare 
Auxiliary Thrift Shop in 
Cook.

That’s because the 
stores, which both re-
opened last week, are 
approaching COVID-19 
precautions a bit differ-
ently.

There’s little doubt 
shoppers were smiling at 
the Cook shop, but they 
were concealed under-
neath protective masks 
that are being required for 
all shoppers and staff. If 
someone comes without 
one they’re asked to buy 
one for $1 and put it on 
before shopping.

“So far everyone’s 
been good,” Kirsten Re-
ichel said. “They’ve come 
in with a mask, they used 
the hand sanitizer, and 
they’re being cautious 
about everything.”

Opening day on 
Thursday was a busy day, 
Reichel said, but it was a 
bit calmer on Saturday.

“Today it’s been a 
small steady flow,” she 
said. “There haven’t been 
lines to where we have to 
regulate who comes in.”

No items have been 
in extra demand as shop-
pers have browsed the 
aisle for anything that 
looks appealing, Reichel 
said. And if they didn’t 

see something they want-
ed this time, it may be 
there the next time, be-
cause there’s a backlog of 
donations to go through.

“You can see how 
much stuff we have 
backed up to try to get out 
on the shelves,” Reichel 
said, motioning to a back 
room stacked high with 
boxes and bags. “We’ve 
had lots of donations and 
we’re anxious to start 
moving things out here.”

Health protocols 
have been put in place for 
volunteers, too, but they 
haven’t been deterred 
from helping.

“If a person doesn’t 
feel comfortable work-
ing, that’s fine, we re-
spect that,” Reichel said, 
“but so far the volun-
teers are stepping up 
and wanting to help out 
as much as they can.” 
Reichel is particularly 
happy the store is back 
open so that they can re-
sume raising money to 
benefit Cook Hospital.

“That’s the one thing 
we’ve been struggling 
with over the past cou-
ple of months because 
we usually donate at least 
$60,000 between scholar-
ships and direct donations 
to the hospital and senior 
care,” Reichel said. “We 
need to start getting back 
to our usual donations. 
We haven’t had a request 
this year from the hospi-
tal so far, but we’d like to 
start building up our cof-
fers so we have enough to 
start donating back when-
ever we can.”

Orr Center Thrift
Opening day on Fri-

day was “a great day” for 
customers of Orr Center 
Thrift Shop, said center 
director Wendy Purdy.

“They were just hap-
py to be out doing some-
thing normal,” Purdy 
said. “Everybody’s look-
ing for normal.”

Several people were 
browsing the aisles late 
Saturday morning, some 
wearing masks, some not. 
Purdy said she’s leaving 
it up to customers to de-
cide what they’re com-
fortable with.

“We’re offering 
masks if somebody wants 
one when they come in,” 
she said. “We have hand 
sanitizer to use. We’re 
not enforcing any major 
restrictive rules. People 
just need to come in and 
be comfortable. Personal 
safety is up to you, what-
ever you want to do.”

Asking people to 
take personal responsibil-
ity seems to be working 
as far as social distancing 
is concerned.

“Everybody has been 
kind of staying away 
from each other,” Purdy 
said. “They’re keeping 
their six-foot distance 
when they’re in here. 
That’s OK.”

Orr regulars have 
probably noticed that the 
store they’re shopping in 
now doesn’t feel the same 
as it did before, and that’s 
because Purdy and others 
spent the past two months 
revamping the operation 
to get ready to open a sec-

ond thrift shop in the Orr 
Center.

“We totally tore the 
store down and re-did it 
all and got it up and run-
ning again,” Purdy said. 
“This store is now ba-
sically books, clothing, 
children’s supplies, art 
supplies, puzzles, games, 
men’s stuff, tools, and 
sporting goods.”

Purdy hopes that 
a second store locat-
ed down the hall will 
be ready to open in two 
weeks, provided she has 
the manpower to pull it 
off.

“It depends on how 
much help I can get in 
here and how quickly 
we can pull it together,” 
she said. “The stuff is 
all down there; it’s just 
a matter of putting it on 
shelves and getting it 
tagged.”

The new thrift shop 
will be stocked with 
housewares, decorating 
supplies, antiques, quilts 
and linens, and furniture.

“We didn’t have 
room in here for furni-
ture before,” Purdy said. 
“We’ll be adding what we 
can get.”

Having two stores 
open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days means Purdy is go-
ing to need more help, 
something she said may 
be difficult to fully ac-
complish.

“I’m going to have 
to have more staff,” she 
said. “We’re hoping 
that’s going to work out 
OK. Because of all this 
going on it’s harder to get 
staff because the elderly 
people are a little more 
afraid to come in and 
spend time.”

Purdy said she could 
alternate between having 
one store open at a time 
if staffing is a challenge. 
Both would be open on 
the same day, just at dif-
ferent times.

With enough to fully 
stock two thrift shops and 
more in storage, what the 
Orr Thrift Shop doesn’t 
need right now is dona-
tions.

“We’re not going to 
take any until July 1,” 
Purdy said. “We’re so 
overloaded we have cut it 
off, because I have to de-
plete what’s in the storage 
room first.”

With much work 
still ahead, Purdy still 
couldn’t conceal her feel-
ings about being open for 
customers again.

“It’s wonderful,” she 
said. “We’re excited to be 
open, YES!”
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NOTICE * CHANGE OF HOURS
Until further notice the 

COOK COMUNITY FOOD SHELF
will only be open from 9 AM to 1 PM

on the third Wednesday of each month.
This change will start on June 17.

ORR- Organizers 
announced last week that 
the annual July 3rd Fun 
Day in Orr has been can-
celed, bowing to the same 
fate as other area festi-
vals in the wake of novel 
coronavirus precautions.

“Everybody was can-
celing all around us, so 
we decided we’d go with 
the flow,” Sandy Wardas 
said. “We weren’t sure 
what the governor was 
going to come up with 
as far as the crowds, and 

we wanted to keep people 
safe. Most of the activi-
ties are not individual ac-
tivities. And we weren’t 
sure if we would get any 
vendors.”

Wardas said reaction 
to the decision has been 
mixed.

“Some people were 
frustrated that we were 
canceling, and other peo-
ple were OK with it,” she 
said. “I think everybody 
expected it to happen be-
cause surrounding areas 

canceled things.”
Mayor Joel Astleford 

was understanding but 
didn’t diminish the im-
pact of the decision.

“They made the call 
and it was not an easy call 
for them,” he said. “It’s 
going to hit the city pret-
ty hard. That’s a big day 
for us. Everybody bands 
together, you get so many 
people from the resorts. 
It’s just a great communi-
ty event for everybody.”

Wardas and Astl-

eford both indicated 
that the fireworks show 
scheduled for that eve-
ning would likely go 
ahead, with emphasis on 
spectators staying safe by 
practicing social distanc-
ing.

“There’s only so 
much you can control,” 
Astleford said. “Things 
are a little different this 
year. Hopefully next year 
we get back to normal, 
whatever normal will 
be.”

COOK- Cook Public 
Library will launch its 
adapted summer reading 
program on June 1, pro-
viding three months of 
varied socially-distanced 
activities for children, 
teens and adults to en-
courage and support a 
love of reading.

Children can partic-
ipate in a reading Bin-
go game, teens can try a 
blackout grid-style game, 
and adults are challenged 
to read books from vari-
ous genres as some of the 
activities.

All games are avail-
able on the Cook Public 
Library website or by 
contacting the Cook Pub-
lic Library. 

The Friends of the 
Cook Public Library will 
use monetary reserves 
to fund small prizes for 
summer reading partici-
pants.

“We’ve had great 
support in prior years,” 
said Friends treasur-

er Kristi Sopoci.  “This 
summer we’re not asking 
for funds.  We can sup-
port Cook Library pa-
trons and our community 
with our small savings.”

Due to COVID-19, 
there are no planned sum-
mer events at the library.  
Patrons are encouraged 
to use curbside pickup 
and online resources until 
the library is able to open.

“Now more than ever 
our library is committed 
to supporting lifelong 
learning and educational 
enrichment for all fami-
lies,” said Library Direc-
tor Crystal Phillips.

Summer reading pro-
grams continue through 
the end of August.  To 
learn more about the 
summer reading adven-
tures and all library up-
dates, call 218-666-2210 
or visit the library’s web-
site at www.cookpublicli-
brary.org.

REGIONAL- St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church 
of Cook and Holy Cross 
Catholic Church of Orr 
are now open to the pub-
lic for Mass but at 25 
percent capacity. Seating 
reservations for weekend 
Mass are required.  Please 
visit www.stmmhc.com 
for a link to sign up and 
guidelines to follow while 
attending Mass.

St. Mary’s will have 
Mass at 8 a.m. on Sun-
days. Tuesday Mass will 
be at 9 a.m., preceded by 
Adoration at 8 a.m. Mass 
on Thursdays will be at 

8 a.m, preceded by Ado-
ration at 7 a.m. The first 
Saturday of each month 
a traditional Latin Mass 
will be offered at 9 a.m.

Weekend Mass at 
Holy Cross will be at 5 
p.m. on Saturdays. Mass 
will be offered at 5:30 
p.m. on Thursdays, pre-
ceded by Adoration at 
4:30 p.m.

Confession will be 
heard 30 minutes before 
Mass or by appointment.

Mass days and times 
are also listed on the web-
site.

COOK- Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts Gal-
lery in Cook will open for 
summer hours on Thurs-
day, June 4, with reduced 
capacity and implement-
ing social distancing.

Regular opening 
hours will be Thursdays 
and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Only three customers at 
a time will be permitted 
in the gallery, and all 
are required to wear face 
coverings. Masks will be 

available for those who 
have none.

The gallery, a show-
case for local artists to 
exhibit works for sale, is 
located at 210 S River St. 
in the Dream Weaver Sa-
lon complex.

Works created for 
NWFA’s promotion “A 
Canvas and You” are due 
June 26. For more infor-
mation about NWFA, the 
gallery, and programs 
go to www.nwfamn.org 
or email nwfamn.org@
gmail.com.

Thrift stores in Cook and Orr welcome customers
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Annakeiah Chavez, left, and Amber Boshey gaze through a window 
frame that serves as a protective device while they wait along with 
Aiyeshia Mohamed for Orr Thrift Shop director Wendy Purdy to tally up 
their purchases on Saturday.  photo by D. Colburn

Arts gallery to 
reopen June 4

Orr July 3rd Fun Days canceled
Nighttime fireworks spectacular is still a go for now

Cook Library will 
launch summer 
reading on June 1

CATHOLIC SERVICES

Masses resume 
in Cook and Orr



Vermilion Country School
held individual drive-by graduation

ceremonies at the home of each graduate,
complete with music, decorations, and a cake!

This ad is sponsored by these fine community businesses:

Class Colors: Purple and Gold
Class Song: “Hey Look Ma, I Made It” by Panic At The Disco

Class Motto: “Around here, we don’t look backwards for very long... We keep 
moving forward, opening new doors and doing new things because we’re 

curious, and curiousity keeps leading us down new paths.” Walt Disney

Align Builders
Aronson Boat Works
Bauman’s Funeral Home
Bob’s Service and Towing
Breitung Township
D’Erick’s Tower Liquors
Embarrrass-Vermillion Federal
  Credit Union
Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Frandsen Bank-Tower

Glenmore Resort
Good Ol’ Days
Gruben’s Marina
J & P Auto
Lake Vermilion Cultural Center
Lamppa Manufacturing
Nordic Home North
Marjo Motel
Northwoods True Value
Red Rock Mini-Storage

Rolando Noyes Construction
Soudan Store/Vermilion Fuel & Food
Tech Electric
The Timberjay
Tower-Soudan Agency
Vermilion Park Inn
UBetcha Antiques & Uniques
Vermilion Mini-Storage/IBI Construction
Vermilion Senior Living
Zup’s Grocery- Tower

The Graduates
Julianna Schmidt (PSEO Student), Jacob Dorman, 

Alyssa Pratt, Andrew Sauls (PSEO Student)
and Danica Starkman

Congratulations Graduates! 
Class of  2020Class of  2020

Julianna Schmidt
PSEO Student

Jacob Dorman
Andrew Sauls

PSEO Student

Alyssa Pratt Danica
Starkman
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COVID...Continued from page 1
the service’s EMTs and 
First Responders, and 
worked with the ambu-
lance service’s medical 
director and Virginia 
Ambulance Chief Al 
Lewis on developing a 
plan for the situation.

“We let Virginia 
Ambulance know,” said 
Suihkonen, “and we sent 
a first responder kit home 
with our on-call personnel 
so they could respond to 
the scene if the ambulance 
was called out.”

No ambulance calls 
came in during the shut-
down, and the rigs were 
back in service by the 
evening, Suihkonen said.

The service also con-
tacted local medical clinics 
to make sure they were 
aware of the positive test 
in the community. Tower 
Fire Chief Paige Olson also 
worked with Suihkonen on 

the plan, which includes 
new protocols requiring 
fire and EMS personnel 
to wear a mask in the fire/
ambulance hall if more 
than one person is there, 
except in cases where they 
are members of a single 
household.

“We consider our 
crew to be our family,” 
Suihkonen said. “But now 
our ambulance personnel 
will be wearing a mask as 
soon as they enter the hall, 
once in a rig, and keep it 
on until they are back from  
a call and in their own 
personal vehicle.”

Suihkonen said the 
department received fabric 
masks from the Ely Care 
Team but will be needing 
some more.

Tower Mayor Orlyn 
Kringstad said he wasn’t 
surprised that Tower-
Soudan was experiencing 

a case.
“We are taking this 

seriously,” he said, and 
said area residents have to 
be careful with the surge of 
visitors coming up to the 
area at this time.

“We all have to be 
vigilant,” he said.

Tower City Hall, 
which had reopened last 
week, is again closed to 
the public, Kringstad said, 
with only the two city clerk 
office employees, keeping 
appropriate distance from 
each other, in the building.

Vermilion Country 
School Administrator 
Frank Zobitz said the 
charter school building is 
closed for now, and that 
all school staff are getting 
tested. 

School staff had been 
working at the school 
building, and while they 
did have their work sta-

tions set up more than 
six feet apart, they were 
in a shared space during 
the day.

“Some have already 
gotten tested,” Zobitz said 
on Tuesday, “and the rest 
will be soon.”

The school sent out 
an email over the holiday 
weekend to all parents and 
students, notifying them of 
the positive test.

“If you, or someone 
in your household, exhib-
its COVID-19 related 
symptoms, please notify 
me so we can track any 
potential outbreaks within 
our school community,” 
he wrote. 

The positive test means 
the school’s at-home grad-
uation ceremonies are 
being postponed, until the 
school is certain that no 
other staff tests positive. 
The school had planned to 

do individual graduation 
ceremonies at each of the 
graduate’s homes the week 
of May 25. 

“We did hear back 
from one parent already,” 
Zobitz said, “and they were 
just hoping that everyone 
at the school is safe.”

The school will be 
using substitute van drivers 
and substitute teachers 
and staff to help with the 
student food deliveries this 
week and next. Zobitz said 
none of these individuals 
have been working in the 
school building or had 
contact with the individual 
who tested positive.

The individual also 
worked part-time as a 
delivery driver for the 
Timberjay but did not work 
in the upstairs Timberjay 
office.

“We are very lucky 
that this individual was 

wearing a mask when 
doing deliveries of the 
paper,” said Timberjay 
p u b l i s h e r  M a r s h a l l 
Helmberger. “They also 
were always wearing a 
mask while upstairs in our 
office.” 

The Timberjay has 
been told by medical 
officials that the risk to 
our staff is minimal, and 
that employees should 
only be tested if they are 
exhibiting symptoms or 
feel the need to be tested. 
So far, no employees at the 
newspaper have exhibited 
symptoms. The Timberjay 
has notified all the vendors 
that the individual was in 
contact with while doing 
deliveries last week.

As of May 26, there 
were a total of 21,960 posi-
tive cases in Minnesota and 
114 in St. Louis County.

Learn about COVID-
19, how it spreads, its 
symptoms, testing, when 
to see a doctor, and more. 
https://www.health.state.
mn.us/diseases/coronavi-
rus/basics.html.

Stay home as much 
as possible, stay at least 
six feet from other people 
if you are in public, and 
avoid close contact with 
people who are sick. 

Wash your hands 
often with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after you have 
been in a public place or 
after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing. 
If soap and water are 
not available, use a hand 

sanitizer that contains at 
least 60percent alcohol. 

Always cover your 
mouth and nose with a 
tissue when you cough 
or sneeze. Throw used 
tissues in the trash. If you 
don’t have a tissue, cough 
or sneeze into your arm 
or elbow. 

If you are 65 and 
older or have certain 
underlying medical con-
ditions, stay at home and 
avoid situations where 
you could be exposed, 
including travel. 

Minnesotans who 
can work from home 
should continue to do so 
during the Stay at Home 
order. 

When to wear mask
The federal govern-

ment has issued some 
new guidance on the use 
of cloth face coverings 
to help slow the spread 
of COVID-19. CDC rec-
ommends wearing cloth 
face coverings in public 
settings where other social 
distancing measures are 
difficult to maintain (e.g., 
grocery stores and phar-
macies).

Here are a few import-
ant things to keep in mind: 

Masks or cloth face 
coverings can help with 
preventing your germs 
from infecting others – 
especially in situations 

where you may spread the 
virus without symptoms.

Wearing a mask does 
not protect you from 
others who may spread the 
virus. So, whether or not 
you wear a mask, you still 
need to wash your hands 
frequently, cover your 
cough, and practice social 
distancing by keeping 
at least six feet of space 
between people.

People who are sick 
should still stay home. 
Wearing a mask does not 
mean people who are sick 
should go out into the com-
munity. If you are sick and 
need to go to the doctor, 
call your health care pro-
vider before going in and 

wear a mask to the clinic.
Don’t buy or wear 

surgical or N95 masks. 
These supplies are in high 
need in health care facili-
ties to protect health care 
workers.

Cloth face coverings 
should not be placed on 
young children under 
age two, anyone who has 
trouble breathing, or is 
unconscious, incapacitat-
ed or otherwise unable to 
remove the mask without 
assistance. 
Masks and 
face coverings

Minnesotans  are 
strongly encouraged to 
wear a manufactured or 

homemade cloth face 
covering at all times when 
they leave their homes 
and travel to any public 
setting where other social 
distancing measures are 
difficult to maintain (e.g., 
grocery and other stores), 
and to follow face covering 
guidelines issued by MDH 
and the CDC until this 
order is rescinded. Such 
face masks and coverings 
are for source control – 
to help limit the person 
wearing the covering from 
infecting others. They are 
not yet known to be protec-
tive of the wearer and thus 
are not personal protective 
equipment.

How to slow the spread of the coronavirus

DISCLOSURES:  *On approved credit with GM Financial loan 
terms up to 84 months. Not compatible with some other offers.

**120 day payment deferral on new vehicle purchase and
approved credit. Restrictions apply. See dealer for details.

Take delivery from dealer stock by 06/01/2020. 

HUGE PRE-OWNED SAVINGS!

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK Lorn

Koski
Les 

Hujanen

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

Calvin
Jolly

Terry
Carlson

$19,990
$20,990
$17,990
$28,990
$24,990
$15,990
$14,990
$19,990
$15,990
$17,990  
$10,990
$13,990

MSRP $45,600
Sale Price $36,331

   SAVE $9,269 

2019 MODEL CLOSEOUT!

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
1500 LD Double Cab Allstar Edition 4x4

NEED A BREAK? 
Ask Us How To Defer Your

Payments Up To 120 Days!**

2019 CHEVROLET IMPALA...NEW ARRIVAL!.....................
2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD...LOW MILES!..........
2018  FORD ESCAPE SE AWD...REDUCED!.........................
2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO CREW LTZ...REDUCED!....
2017 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT AWD...CERT. PREOWNED!...
2017 JEEP PATRIOT HIGH ALTITUDE 4X4..SUNROOF!.......    
2017 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT...GREAT MPG!.....................
2017 HYUNDAI TUCSON AWD...LOW MILES!......................
2017 BUICK ENCORE AWD...GREAT VALUE!......................
2016 JEEP RENEGADE LATITUDE...REMOVABLE ROOF!..                                       
2015 KIA SORENTO LX......ONE OWNER!                   
2010 DODGE DAKOTA BIGHORN 4X4....MAGNUM V8!.......                 

0% APR
Means

SAVINGS!

OR CHOOSE
0% APR*

MSRP $42,895
Sale Price $38,087

   SAVE $4,808 

2019 CHEVROLET BLAZER AWD

OR CHOOSE
0% APR*

MSRP $50,470
Sale Price $41,498

   SAVE $8,972
OR CHOOSE

0% APR*

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
1500 Crew Cab LT Allstar 4x4

MSRP $51,115
Sale Price $42,110

   SAVE $9,005 
OR CHOOSE

0% APR*

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
Crew Cab LT Z71 Allstar 4x4

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Cook Medical and
Behavioral Health

20 5th St SE
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

Cook Dental
12 S River Street

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

Medical/BH: (218) 753-2405
Tower Medical, Dental, and Behavioral Health

Dental:   (218) 753-6061
415 N 2nd St, Suite 2

Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

COVID-19 Testing Available
Curbside COVID-19 testing available Mon-Fri at our Cook and 

Tower Clinics.  If  you have symptoms of  COVID-19 or have been 
exposed to COVID-19 through someone with a known positive 

test result, please call to schedule a testing appointment.

Testing will not be completed without an appointment.
Patients will not be billed for testing.

Insurance coverage will be processed when available.

HISTORICAL ELY

ELY – Carl Gawboy 
prints of iconic Ely loca-
tions are now available from 
the Ely Winton Historical 
Society.

Four prints, The Train 
Depot, Spike Erickson on 
the Burntside River, The 
Bus Depot, and Local 
Traffic, are available for 
$25 each, plus $10 shipping 
and handling. Cash, check, 
or money orders accepted. 
The museum office is 
currently closed due to the 
coronavirus 

For more informa-
tion, contact the EWHS at 
218-365-3226 or Manager 
Margaret Sweet at 218-
827-2386.

Carl Gawboy prints available from EWHS

REGIONAL - Twin 
Metals Minnesota is 
providing special finan-
cial assistance to orga-
nizations in northeast 
Minnesota to aid with 
COVID-19 relief efforts.

$10,000 to United 
W a y  o f  N o r t h e a s t 
Minnesota. Funds are cur-
rently being matched by 
the Northland Foundation; 
learn more at: www.unit-
edwaynemn.org/

$5,000 to the Ely 
Food Shelf. Funds are also 
being matched during 
the month of April; learn 
more at: https://elyarea-
foodshelf.org/

$1,500 to Ruby’s 
Pantry in Babbitt. Funds 
are being used to dis-
tribute food gift cards; 
learn more at www.
rubyspantry.org or contact 
on Facebook.

Twin Metals 
provides relief 
for COVID-19



SEASONAL CELEBRATIONS

Read the news online
www.timberjay.com
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SUSPECT...Continued from page 1
the van towed, and applied 
for a search warrant.

Once the warrant for 
the van was obtained, offi-
cers located a plastic con-
tainer, bottle, and baggie 
all containing suspected 

marijuana, two broken 
suspected meth pipes, 
and a cellophane-wrapped 
package and a baggie 
containing methamphet-
amines.

An official press 

release from Lieutenant 
Lt. Jason Akerson said 
approximately 109 grams 
of methamphetamine was 
recovered.

The St. Louis County 
Attorney filed felony 

charges of first-degree 
possession of metham-
phetamine with intent to 
sell and first-degree pos-
session of methamphet-
amines and possession of 
a firearm on May 19. Each 

charge carries a maximum 
sentence of 30 years and/or 
up to a $1 million fine for 
a first violation. The exist-
ing third-degree burglary 
charge carries maximum 
penalties of five years and/

or $10,000.
As of Tuesday, Morris 

remained in St. Louis 
County Jail with bond set 
at $85,000.

FAIRS...Continued from page 1

necessary, decision by the 
fair board.

“Nobody is happy 
about it,” he said. “But the 
vast majority of people in 
this area are older and we 
want to protect them.”

Meier said that Roland 
“Charlie” Fowler was 
“absolutely broken up” 
about the decision, but 
agreed it had to be made.

The only bright spot 
is that Team Penning will 
be held on Friday, Aug. 
28 and Saturday, Aug. 29, 
and Ranch Sorting will be 
on Sunday, Aug. 30. So at 
least horse fans will still 
have something special 
to look forward to that 
weekend. Team penning 
is a great spectator sport 
and there is plenty of space 

around the horse arena to 
keep spectators at least six 
feet apart.

Meier said the board 
understands the hardship 
that the cancellation of this 
fair, and all the other area 
events, is having on their 
vendors.

“So many of our 
vendors come back year 
after year,” he said. “They 
all are hurting. They live 
for the summer.”

The Embarrass Region 
Fair Board announced the 
news on May 21 on their 
Facebook page.

The fair is organized 
by a large, active com-
mittee, with dozens of 
individuals required to get 
each of the many events 
up and running, including 

the Tony Morshing Mud 
Run, Classic Car Show, 
Demolition Derby, chil-
dren’s games, bingo,  beer 
garden, livestock barns, 
dog show, horseshoe tour-
nament, garden and craft 
exhibits, food booths, live 
entertainment, Flying Finn 
Run, Miss Embarrass, 
Embarrass Fair Horse 
Show, and the parade.

Timber Hall rentals 
over the summer have 
been canceled, but Meier 
said they are taking reser-
vations for the building for 
events planned for later in 
the fall.
St. Louis County 
Fair canceled

The decision was also 
made last week to cancel 
the St. Louis County Fair. 

“The health and safety 
of our community is our 
top priority,” said the 
fair board in a release 
on Facebook.  “With the 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
we feel we cannot guar-
antee a safe event. We are 
extremely disappointed 
but know that the right 
decision has been made.”
Minnesota State 
Fair canceled

Last year two million 
visitors attended the 
Minnesota State Fair. 
The so-called “Great 
Minnesota Get-Together” 
has also been canceled, 
with that news released 
on May 22.

“We all love the fair 
and that’s exactly why we 
can’t have a fair this year,” 

said Jerry Hammer, the 
fair’s general manager in 
a press release.

The event has been 
canceled before, most 
recently in 1946 because 

of a polio epidemic. 
In April, Gov. Tim 

Walz said he had a hard 
time seeing the fair 
operating this year. 

BREITUNG TWP- 
COVID-19 strikes again.
The Breitung Community 
Picnic, held as part of the 
Fourth of July festivities, 
has been canceled. 

T h e  B r e i t u n g 
Township Board voted 
to cancel the picnic at 
their May 26 meeting. 
The board also voted to 
not offer any help to The 
Old Settlers Association 
for their summer reunion. 
The township is an import-
ant partner in that event, 
helping with setup and 
cleanup as well as helping 
get the large booyah kettles 
in place. The Old Settlers 
committee announced on 
May 27 that the annual 
picnic is being canceled, 

due to safety concerns. 
This is the first time in the 
picnic’s 100-year history 
that it has been canceled, 
as far as the committee 
members know.

Seasonal campers 
have already moved 
into McKinley Park 
Campground, while short-
term renters will have to 
wait until after June 1. 
A camper sent a letter to 
the board asking for them 
to offer wireless internet 
at the campground, and 
Chairman Tim Tomsich 
said he would look into 
it. Tomsich will also be 
working with campground 
manager Susie Chiabotti to 
purchase additional picnic 
tables for the campground, 
including handicap-acces-
sible tables. 

Supervisor  Greg 

Dostert said he was 
looking into getting a 
baseball team together 
for the summer but hasn’t 
had much luck recruiting 
players. Nevertheless, the 
board passed a motion to 
hire Green Again Lawn 
and Landscape of Hibbing 
to apply Weed and Feed to 
the baseball field, soccer 
field and wayside rest and 
apply Total Kill to the vol-
leyball court, hockey rink, 
and baseball diamond for 
$1,600. 

The board decided to 
keep the township building 
closed to the public until 
July 31 but will allow 
certain public meetings, 
like the town board and 
fire department, when nec-
essary, following social 
distancing protocols. 

While summer fun 

is taking a back seat to 
COVID-19, summer road-
work and maintenance is 
still on track. New mainte-
nance director-in-training 
Tom Gorsma went over 
some of the work planned 
for the summer including 
lowering a culvert near 
Birch and South Sts., 
raising a manhole on 
South St., grading roads, 
sanitary sewer castings on 
Mineview St., removing 
sanitary sewer casting on 
the bike trail at the baseball 
field, fixing a water leak, 
changing a hydrant at the 
intersection of Birch and 
South Sts., and leveling the 
alleyway between Main St. 
and Poplar St. 

The board heard from 
Supervisor Chuck Tekautz 
that Lenci Construction 
still has a few miscella-

neous unfinished projects 
around the building, and 
it’s been tough trying to 
get them here. 

In other business, the 
board:

Decided to leave 
the dog/cat license as an 
annual registration, instead 
of changing to a lifetime 
registration.

Heard that there 
was some confusion about 
clean-up days, because 
Tower and Soudan agreed 
to pick up different items 
but published a shared 
ad. The Soudan Canister 
is now charging for brush 
drop off, which might 
mean a change for next 
year’s clean-up days. 

 Heard that the 
Soudan Canister will 
accept household hazard-
ous waste on Wednesday, 

June 24 from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Heard that Cody 
Vail was hired as a new 
part-time Breitung Police 
officer and accepted him 
for the Public Employees 
Retirement Association. 

Will hire two or 
three maintenance workers 
for miscellaneous paint-
ing and brush removal 
projects. 

Approved the pur-
chase of a tablet or com-
puter for Gorsma at a cost 
of up to $1,000. 

Postponed a deci-
sion on window treat-
ments.

The next township 
meetings are Wednesday, 
June 10 at noon and 
Tuesday, June 23 at noon. 

Breitung Township Board votes to cancel Community Picnic
by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

218-666-6200
10 Fifth Street SE,
Cook, MN 55723

NOTICE
If you have signs or symptoms relating to COVID-19, please utilize one of the

triage procedures listed below before presenting to our emergency room.
They will inform you if you need to present to the emergency room.

The Cook Hospital has partnered with these facilities below to offer 
COVID-19 Telephone and Online Triage Services for our patients.

Fairview Range Phone Triage
Nurse triage line: 218-362-6682
Staffed hours: 7:30 am – 5 pm

MHealth Fairview:
https://oncare.org/ 

St Luke’s:
https://slhduluth.zipnosis.com/

HOURS: Mon-Sat: 8-6,
Sun: 11-3

145 W. Camp St, Ely
365-6555

ELY  FLOWER  &  SEED
30% off

f f

f f

Select Pottery
& Select Yard Art

TREES &
SHRUBS

COCOLINERS
Many Sizes!

BUY 1, GET 1 FREE

STEGER MUKLUKS
Open for Curbside Service!

Order at mukluks.com and/or
Call 218-365-6634 for more information.

Hours:
9 AM-4:30 PM Weekdays
10 AM-4 PM Weekends

ATTENTION EMPLOYERS
TIRED OF PAYROLL HASSLES?

WE ARE EFFICIENT, COMPETITIVE AND
LOCAL.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

RANGE RESTAURANTS
Take Out • Curbside • Delivery

RangeRestaurants.com

MASKS
by Scarlet

• $8 Cotton with Ear Elastic or 4-Ties

•  $10 Cotton with 2-Curly Elastic Head Straps
 (All masks now have nose form-fitting wire in the upper hem)

218-235-1377
scarletstone60@gmail.com

Created in compliance with CDC guidelines



  Elijah Anderson   
  Steven Kerntz    
  TJae Banks    
  Joshua Larson
     Elissia Bennett    
  Bryce Longwell
+*  Ana Bercher     
*  Henry Matthys
   Adrianna Bishop   
  Eric Mattila
*  Ethan Bremner               
+*  Erika Mattson
      Emma Debeltz               
+*  Jenna Merhar
     Nils DeRemee               

This page is sponsored by these community-minded businesses

+*  Nathan Nettifee
     Holly Dirks     
  Justin Nyman
      Andrew Dunn                 
*  Luke Olson
     Andre Edgington              
+*  Raif Olson
+*  Kalyssa Eilrich               
  Eric Omerza
*  Dylan Fenske                  
*  Brooke Pasmick  
       Arrin Frank     
  Mitchell Peterson
       Madison Hill     
  Joshua Pohlman

Senior Class of 2020

Class Officers: President-Dylan Fenske, Treasurer-Nathan Nettifee, Secretary-Brooke Pasmick
Class Color: Pistachio Green

Class Song: “Second Chance” by Shinedown

Class Motto: “Be Good People” Mrs. Kosik

+*  Apolonia Homer   
  Lauren Porthan
+*  Sarah Isbell    
  Caitlin Priebe
  Savannah Johnson   
  Seann Prigge
  McCartney Kaercher   
  Abigail Rabe
  Brielle Kallberg                
*  Winter Sainio
*  Isabelle Kelley    
  Dalton Schreffler
  Brandon Kerntz   
*  James Schwinghamer   
  Kiara Weisinger

Commencement
Saturday, May 30 • 7 PM

Ely Ice Arena Parking Lot • Graduate Drive-By
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NSBear Island Land Company

Ely Auto
Ely Bloomenson Hospital
Ely Flower & Seed
Ely Northland Market
Ely Surplus

Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Front Porch
Frandsen Bank - Ely
Grand Ely Lodge
Joe’s Marine

Lossing’s Power Sports
Mealey’s
Merhar’s Ace Hardware
North American Bear Center
Northeast Title

Piragis Northwoods Co.
R & R Transfer
The Ely Timberjay
Vermilion Community College
Zup’s Grocery- Ely

Parade to follow 
Parade route: Ice Arena parking lot north to Harvey Street, East on Harvey Street to Highway 1, 

North to Sheridan Street. West on Sheridan Street through town. 
The community is invited to attend with adherence to Covid-19 distancing and mask guidelines.

*  Honor Student Cumulative GPA 3.50 or above
+ National Honor Society
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 ** High Honors Cumulative GPA 3.667     * Honors Cumulative GPA 3.00  
F National Honor Society     n AA Degree          

Graduation Ceremony • Friday, May 29 • 7 PM
North Woods School Parking Lot

(not open to the public)  

This page is sponsored by these community-minded businesses:
Anderson Barging
BIC Realty
Cook Building Center
Cook Hospital
First National Bank of Cook
Frank’s Marine
Fortune Bay Resort Casino
Handberg’s Marine

KGM Contractors
Lumber Orr Hardware
McDonald’s of Cook
Nelson’s Resort
Norman’s One Stop
North Star Credit Union
North Star Insurance
North Country Inn
Orr Muni

Pelican Bay Foods
Remax- Lake Country
Ryan’s Rustic Railings
Subway of Cook
Tim Johnson- State Farm
The Timberjay
Waschke Family Chevrolet
Zup’s Grocery of Cook

Dylan Pike Adelmann
Trevor V. Adelmann*
Angelina Rose Anderson
Brielle Nicole Anderson*F

Lauren Marie Arvila*F

Levi Jonathan Byram 
Zander Amiel Carr* 
Katrina Marie Chapman*
Bethany Grace Cotten**F

Nathan P. Crain 
Daniel David Crockett*
Genesis Amaya Day 
Lavonne Carol Drift 
Kenzie L. Fox** 
Samantha Jean Francke*
Luke G. Gabrielson* 
Hailey Hakkila**Fn 

Stacie Cecile Howe 
Clayton A. Janssen**F

Katie Lou Johnson 
Pierce David Johnson*
Tyler Jason Kehoe 
Jerome William King 
Amia Isabelle Kisch* 
Wyatt John Kneen
Morgan Jayne Malecha* 
CeCilia M. Martinez*F

David Lucas Moes* 
Trevor James Morrison**F 
Jordyn Noelle Nelson 
Olivia Jane Niska**Fn  
Nicole A. Olson**F 
Kylie Breanne Parson*F 

Karlyn Elizabeth Ann Pierce**F

Meadow Rae Prescott 
Nicole Haley Roy**F

Jahna Lynn Sandberg 
Amber R. Scofield 
Neiva Janae Smith**F 
Gunnar Matthew Stavenger
Sasha Ann Strong**F 
Shane M. Toivola 
Kayla Nicole Towner**F 
Michaela M. Tschida** 
Taylor Marie Vagle* 
Macy Taylor Viita*n 

MaKenna Beverly Villebrun
Kennedy Rene Wardas* 
Brian Lee Whiteman Jr. 
Courtney Morgan Woods*

Class Flower
Gerbera Daisy

Class Motto
“What can you grow, in the garden of your mind?” Inspired by “Garden of Your Mind” by Mr. Rogers

Class Colors
Navy & Rose Gold

Class Song
“My Wish” by Rascal Flatts

NORTH WOODS HIGH SCHOOL

Class Officers:
President Nicole Olson   Vice President Trevor Morrison 

Secretary Olivia Niska   Treasurer Karlyn Pierce       



ELY – A group of dedi-
cated people who call them-
selves “Masks for Ely” have 
been sewing relentlessly this 
spring, producing protective 
face masks in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“As a community, we 
should all be grateful for the 
time, donations of materials, 
and skill they give up to do 
this for our community,” said 
Paula Mair, one of the group’s 
organizers. “We need to take 
care of this wonderful and 
giving resource we have at our 
disposal. I am sure we are all 
getting a little tired of sewing 
masks, yet the demand remains. 
This is a marathon and not a 
sprint.”

The grassroots group was 
created in April to try to connect 
people living in the Ely area 
and needing a COVID-19 
face mask with people in the 
community who are willing 

and able to make them. Masks 
for Ely has garnered nearly 200 
followers on Facebook.

“This group is for home-
made masks only. Let’s leave 
the commercial medical masks 
for our first line responders who 
need them,” Mair said.

Those in need of a mask 
can post a request on the 
Masks for Ely Facebook site 
and anyone who has masks or 

is willing to make them can 
comment to that person seeking  
masks. 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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Group needs more volunteers, donations 

Top: Masks for Ely volunteer 
Kaitlyn Montgomery displays 
material used in mask 
making.

Above: A wide selection of 
colorful masks. 

ELECTIONS

School 
board OKs 
partial 
coach pay

submitted

See CHURCHES...pg. 2B

Mail-in voting has worked well in St. Louis County

Masks for Ely
COVID-19 RESPONSE

Most Minnesotans say they support a change, but Republicans fear the political impact

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See MASKS...pg. 2B

Churches 
allowed to 
reopen for 
in-person 
services

RELIGION

REGIONAL— With fears 
about the health risks that upcom-
ing elections could pose to both 
voters and poll workers, there’s 
been a push by election officials 
across the country to move to 
greater use of mail-in voting. 
And election officials aren’t the 
only ones. A new Minnesota Poll, 
released Monday, showed that 59 
percent of Minnesotans favor a 
proposal by Secretary of State 
Scott Simon to move to mail-in 
balloting statewide. 

Election officials note that 
mail-in balloting is popular with 
voters, who like the convenience, 
and it typically costs less to 
administer because it doesn’t 
require maintaining polling 
places.

But support for the measure 
is breaking down sharply on 

partisan lines, with 97 percent of 
identified DFLers in Minnesota 
expressing support, while nearly 
three-quarters of Republicans 
say they oppose the idea. That 
opposition is likely being fueled 
by President Donald Trump, 
who has claimed, without evi-
dence, that mail-in balloting 
is rife with voter fraud. Those 
claims, which Trump put out 
on Twitter, prompted a rare fact-
check response from Twitter, 
which flagged the president’s 
comments and linked to news 
sources that provided more 
factual information on the topic.

While mail-in balloting 
may sound like a new idea, it’s 
actually been used for years in 
other parts of the country, and 
also in parts of Minnesota. St. 
Louis County, for example, has 
had mail-in balloting for decades 
for voters living in unorganized 
portions of the county. 

St. Louis County Elections 
Supervisor Phil Chapman said 
the use of mail-in ballots is both 
cost-effective for the county and 
convenient for the approximate-
ly 2,200 voters who typically 
take advantage of the service, 
since they don’t have to travel 

to a distant polling place to vote. 
In Minnesota, any township 

outside the metro region and 
any city with fewer than 400 
registered voters can opt to go 
to mail-in voting for residents. 
Under mail-in voting, every reg-
istered voter in a jurisdiction that 
adopts the system automatically 
receives a ballot in the mail, 
complete with a return envelope. 
That’s different from absentee 
balloting, which requires a voter 
to fill out and send in an appli-
cation form before receiving a 

See MAIL-IN...pg. 2B

REGIONAL- Bowing to 
pressure from church leaders and 
the Trump administration, Gov. 
Tim Walz on Saturday gave the 
green light to Minnesota houses 
of worship to re-open for limited 
in-person services beginning 
Wednesday, May 27.

Walz said the new guidelines 
were being issued after President 
Donald Trump declared houses of 
worship essential institutions, after 
the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention issued new 
guidance for religious services, 
and after state leaders consulted 
with Minnesota faith leaders. 
Walz also said he had a telephone 
conversation with Vice President 
Mike Pence prior to issuing his 
updated guidance.

As of May 27, houses of 
worship are allowed to open at 25 
percent occupancy if they adhere to 
social distancing and other public 
health guidelines and specific 
requirements of each, including 
the posting of a plan. This includes 
services for weddings and funerals, 
but does not change the ten-person 
group limit for activities such as 
receptions that might follow such 
events.

Claiming they should be 
considered equally alongside 
businesses, Minnesota Catholic 
and Lutheran leaders notified 
Gov. Tim Walz on May 20 that 
their congregations intended to 
resume in-person worship services 
at 33-percent capacity, in opposi-
tion to Walz’s executive order that 
restricted worship activities to ten 
persons or less.

Catholic Archbishop of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis Bernard 
Hebda welcomed Walz’s revised 
guidelines.

“I am so thankful for the 
honest, open, and fast-paced dia-
logue we had over these past days 
and am pleased we could come to 
a consensus about a reasonable and 
safe path forward that allows a 
greater number of people to safely 
return to worship,” Hebda wrote 
in a statement released Saturday.

Walz cautioned that Minnesota 
has not yet reached its peak for 
COVID-19 cases and urged 
congregations to continue online 
worship services if possible.

Catholic Diocese of Duluth 

SCHOOLS

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- After 
spending 45 minutes at 
their last meeting discuss-
ing what coaches should 
be paid for spring sports 
seasons that were canceled 
due to COVID-19, there 
was little left for ISD 2142 
school board members to 
say Monday as they voted to 
approve partial pay for both 
head and assistant coaches.

Spring sports practices 
had started but were sus-
pended by the Minnesota 
State High School League 
on March 18 when Gov. Tim 
Walz imposed a temporary 
halt to school attendance to 
allow districts to begin plan-
ning for distance education. 
Head coaches were permit-
ted limited communication 
with athletes to facilitate 
optional individual work-
outs, but once distance 
education was implemented 
formal practices could not 
resume, no contests were 
held, and the MSHSL offi-
cially canceled the seasons 
on April 23.

Superintendent Reggie 
Engebritson recommended 
that head coaches receive 
75 percent of their stipend 
and assistants receive 50 
percent, after having con-
sulted with school athletic 
directors, she said. While 
she acknowledged con-
cerns expressed at the May 
12 board work session, 
Engebritson said she 
believed the recommended 
amounts were appropriate.

“This is just an unusual 
time,” she said.

B o a r d  m e m b e r 
Christine Taylor revived her 
objection from the May 12 
meeting that coaches should 
be paid less because of the 
limited amount of team 
practice time and lack of 
competitions, but agreed to 
go along with Engebritson’s 
recommendation provided 
the board developed a spe-
cific policy about pay levels 
for limited seasons before 
next school year.

“I think it’s too high but 
I will defer to you on that, 
Reggie,” Taylor said. “I will 
say that I’m only comfort-
able with that if the board 
does agree for next year’s 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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ballot. 
As with absentee 

voting, mail-in voters are 
required to sign a verifica-
tion that they are who they 
say they are, and a separate 
witness (who must be a 
current or prior registered 
voter in Minnesota or a 
notary) must sign as well 
to verify the identity of the 
person casting the ballot. 

Falsely attesting to the 
identity of a voter consti-
tutes a felony. Prosecutions 
are rare, however, since, 
according to Chapman, 
there’s been little to no 
evidence of any voter fraud 
during his time as elections 
supervisor for the county. 

“Off the top of my head, 
I can’t think of any issue 
we’ve had,” he said.

That’s consistent with 
the experiences of elec-
tions officials throughout 
the country. Despite the 
casting of approximately 
250 million ballots by mail 
nationwide in recent years, 
fewer than 1,000 instances 
of verified voter fraud were 
documented over the past 
20 years by the Heritage 
Foundation, a conserva-
tive think tank. That’s one 
instance of alleged fraud 
for every 250,000 votes 
cast. According to a May 
27 story by NBC News, 
elections officials from 

both political parties gen-
erally agree that mail-in 
voting has been successful, 
with minimal evidence of 
fraud. 

In St. Louis County, 
Chapman notes that many 
layers of protection help 
to discourage fraud. He 
notes that the state’s voting 
lists are all electronic and 
are updated frequently 
to ensure that deceased 
voters are cleared from 
the rolls and no longer 
receive ballots. And every 
mail-in ballot that comes 
back to county offices is 
reviewed by an indepen-
dent board to ensure that 
all the signatures are in 

place and are consistent 
throughout. At the same 
time, said Chapman, the 
county tracks all voters 
to ensure that a voter who 
submits a mail-in ballot 
doesn’t try to vote a second 
time on Election Day. 
“From my experience, I 
don’t believe there’s any 
more fraud taking place 
with mail balloting than 
at the polling place,” said 
Chapman.
Political motivation?

So why all the push-
back against mail-in bal-
loting? President Trump 
may have made his real 
fear clear back in March 
when he told Fox and 

Friends that if the country 
allowed more mail-in 
balloting, it would hurt 
Republicans because it 
would increase the level 
of voting. 

While Chapman said 
he hasn’t yet crunched 
the numbers, he suspects 
that voter participation 
is generally higher under 
mail-in voting. “I’m pretty 
confident of that,” he said. 

While mail-in voting 
in Minnesota is current-
ly limited to rural areas 
and small towns, voters 
and election officials in 
such places will likely 
face the lowest risk from 
the COVID-19 virus in 

upcoming elections, since 
the numbers of voters are 
much lower. Rural and 
small town voters rarely 
have to stand in long lines 
to vote, whereas voters in 
many urban areas often 
must wait for hours to cast a 
ballot. Urban voters tend to 
tilt heavily toward support 
of Democratic candidates, 
which is another reason 
that GOP political leaders 
may be wary of any change 
that makes voting more 
convenient or safe for big 
city residents.

Administrator Bissonette 
issued a statement rein-
forcing that parishes 
should be thoughtful about 
the decision to re-open, and 
that parishoners are not 
required to attend Mass.

“Parishes should only 
open when they are able to 
implement the protocols,” 
Bissonette wrote. “Again, 
if the faithful feel safer 
at home, the dispensa-
tion from the obligation 
to attend Sunday Mass 
remains lifted. We also 
strongly encourage those 
over the age of 65 or who 
are especially vulnerable 
not to attend for now.”

And while the response 
has been favorable from 
most of those wanting 
to re-open services, the 
governor’s actions haven’t 
gone far enough for others. 
As reported Tuesday by 
the Minneapolis Star-
Tribune, two Twin Cities 
churches have filed a 
lawsuit contending that 
any governmental restric-
tions constitute a violation 
of their religious freedoms.
Area Catholics 
reopening

A newsletter sent to 
members of St. Anthony 
Catholic Church in Ely and 

St. Pius X Catholic Church 
in Babbitt indicated those 
congregations will resume 
Mass on June 2, with 
online streaming of ser-
vices continuing for those 
who feel uncomfortable 
attending in person.

Catholic churches in 
Tower, Cook, and Orr, 
served by Father Nick 
Nelson, will re-open for 
Mass this Saturday and 
Sunday.

“This is the best time 
to come back to the Church 
or come to it for the first 
time,” Nelson wrote in 
a letter sent to parishio-
ners and provided to the 
Timberjay. “No one will 
notice that you weren’t at 
Mass last week because 
NO ONE was at Mass 
last week! While there 
will always be risks of 
contagion we believe we 
are taking the necessary 
steps so that you can be 
safe and be at peace in our 
Churches.”

Nelson noted that 
his parish has imple-
mented an online sign-up 
process for services due 
to the 25-percent capacity 
restriction. As of Tuesday 
afternoon, 26 people had 
signed up for 65 spaces 
at St. Mary’s in Cook, 32 

people had signed up for 
75 slots at St. Martin’s in 
Tower, and four people 
had signed up for 40 spots 
at Saturday vigil Mass at 
Holy Cross in Orr.

And while Vermilion 
and Pelican Lake parishes 
are using a generic online 
sign-up site, a local Tower 
man has developed a site 
designed for churches.

Frank Zobitz runs 
Northwoods Professionals 
Group, a business which 
provides affordable tech-
nology services to small 
businesses and non-profit 
organizations to meet their 
needs. Using previously 
developed booking apps 
for sports venues, Zobitz 
has rolled out bookapew.
com to facilitate reserved 
seating for church services.

“It’s a low cost but 
simple set up,” Zobitz said. 
“Many of those other ones 
have it more involved to 
get set up and working. I 
always strive for an easy 
user experience and an 
easy administrator expe-
rience.”

Church services are 
displayed on a calendar 
and when a user chooses a 
date the number of avail-
able spaces is displayed. 
They fill out a form with 

their name, email address, 
and number of spaces to 
reserve, and receive an 
email confirmation.

Zobitz said churches 
can choose to do reser-
vations on a seat-by-seat 
basis or allow people 
to reserve entire pews. 
One-year and two-year 
subscriptions for churches 
are available.

After a national press 
release and follow-up 
marketing to faith-based 
organizations, bookapew.
com is drawing national 
attention, Zobitz said.

“Within two days of 
the press release some-
body in 40 of our 50 states 
looked at the website,” he 
said. “I’ve gotten quite a 
few inquiries and I’ve got 
customers in Minnesota 
and in Massachusetts.”
Staying virtual

Meanwhile, a signif-
icant number of denomi-
nations and churches have 
decided against re-starting 
in-person services and will 
continue with alternative 
ways to provide services 
and support to members.

Pastor Doug Workman 
of St. James Presbyterian 
Church in Tower said he 
would continue posting 

worship videos to the 
church’s YouTube page, St 
James Presbyterian Tower, 
MN. He also stays in 
contact with members via 
email, sending midweek 
devotionals, care con-
cerns, and bulletins and 
sermons.

Workman said church 
elders would begin in 
mid-June to assess pos-
sibilities for restarting 
in-person services in July 
after having an oppor-
tunity to observe how 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to evolve and 
how other churches have 
been affected.

“There haven’t been 
a lot of cases up here 
compared to other places,” 
Workman said. “A lot of 
our people are older so 
I don’t know if they’re 
going to be comfortable 
anyway.”

Trini ty  Lutheran 
Church has already decided 
to remain virtual through 
the summer, Pastor Erika 
Foss said.

“With a very strong 
directive from Bishop 
Thomas Aitken, the deci-
sion of our church council, 
along with my support, we 
will not be worshiping in 
our building through the 

summer,” Foss said. “This 
is not a decision made 
easily or lightly, but a 
decision made out of safety 
for our congregation, staff 
and community.”

In addition to online 
worship, Trinity is col-
laborating with Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Tower 
to hold monthly drive-
in services in the North 
Woods School parking lot, 
with one scheduled for this 
Sunday.

“Our church council 
has put together a small 
team of leaders to look at 
all the resources, recom-
mendations, requirements 
and other items to develop 
a plan of when and how 
we will be able to worship 
together in our building,” 
Foss said. “As Lutherans 
we believe that Christ is 
with us whenever and 
wherever we are gathered 
in his name, Matthew 
18:20. The church never 
closed, we just aren’t able 
to worship inside the build-
ing of Trinity Lutheran. We 
are the church wherever 
‘we’ children of God are.”

CHURCHES...Continued from page 1B

“If you know people 
needing or willing to sew 
masks, please let them 
know about this group. 
Let’s make sure everyone 
in Ely has access to a 
mask now that the CDC 
has advised us to wear 
them when doing essential 
errands, etc.,” Mair said.

For those individuals, 
businesses and organi-
zations in the Ely area 
who would like to request 
masks, please include the 
number of employees/
volunteers your business 

has as well as a time table 
for when you feel you need 
them.

“Please do not go into 
a business expecting them 
to have extra masks for 
you to take,” she said. “It 
has come to our attention 
that many are treating 
these masks basically as 
disposable.” 

According to Mair, 
each mask takes about 
20 minutes to make and 
requires fabric, thread, 
elastic and electricity, 
and puts wear and tear on 

sewing machines.
“Please value this gift 

we are giving and, if you 
take a mask, use it. Take 
it home, wash it and put it 
where you can find it for 
the next time you need 
one,” she said. “We ask that 
you do not take masks just 
because they are there and 
convenient, or because you 
like the pattern. They may 
not look like much but a lot 
goes into them.”

It is not a business’s 
responsibility to provide 
customers with a mask.

“We are all trying to 
keep each other safe and 
healthy. Please bring a 
mask and wear it out of 
respect for the business. 
It’s going to be a part of 
our lives for bit of time 
yet,” she said.

Mair suggested that 
if someone is looking for 
a certain print for a mask, 
to consider finding and 
donating the fabric and 
making a request.

“We are all getting 
down to the bare bones 
and we don’t have a lot of 

choices left of fabric colors 
or designs,” she said.

“We are all in this 
together. Please help our 
mask makers through this 
marathon by doing your 
part,” she said. “Wash 
and reuse. Try to disci-
pline yourself to carry a 
mask with you instead of 
taking a new one every 
time you enter a store. If 
we want the privilege of 
these mask donations we 
need to be considerate of 
the makers. We all had 
busy lives before this 

started, and we have gladly 
accepted another big job 
by sewing masks and our 
families have supported 
this. But it’s getting long 
and tiring and we all have 
summer chores and recre-
ation we want to be able to 
participate in as well. And 
we deserve to have some 
down time by this point 
in the race. Please help us 
with this.”

hirings that it is conditional 
on the seasons actually 
happening. If we do end up 
starting we should already 
have something in place 
if we have a surge and 
we have to go to distance 
learning again.”

Board President Dan 
Manick, member Chet 
Larson, and Engebritson 
all echoed their agreement.

The motion, which 
also included 75 percent 
of stipends paid for band, 
choir, and pep band, was 
approved unanimously.
Board elections

The stage was set for 
the upcoming election of 
four board positions when 
members established July 
28 as the initial day affi-
davits of candidacy can be 
filed in the district clerk’s 
office. Affidavits will be 
accepted until 5 p.m. on 
Aug. 11.

Seats to be contest-
ed included District 1, 
North Woods; District 
4, Northeast Range; and 
Districts 6 and 7, South 
Ridge. Those positions 
are currently held by 
Pat Christensen, Chris 
Koivisto, Chet Larson, and 
Christine Taylor, respec-
tively.
Cherry wetlands

Nathan Norton of 
ICS Consulting gave an 
update on construction at 
the Cherry School, noting 
that several sections were 
nearly complete and that 
the exterior walls of the 
middle school section were 
going up on schedule.

However, after a 
meeting last week with 
officials from the county, 
state, and Army Corps of 
Engineers, Norton report-
ed that some aspects of the 
outdoor plans would have 

to be changed to accommo-
date wetlands areas.

The district had all 
the necessary approvals 
to proceed with the orig-
inal plan last November, 
Norton said, but a record 
filed back in 2011 estab-
lished 4,000 square feet 
of wetland impact that 
wasn’t considered when 
permits were approved. 
The permits were retract-
ed, but officials couldn’t 
come out to Cherry to 
assess the property until 
spring.

“They started poking 
holes in the ground, and 
I think everywhere on 
site would have been a 
wetland,” Norton said.

Based on the survey, 
plans will need to be 
altered to be under a half-
acre of impact on the area 
designated as wetlands, 
Norton said. While the 
district could ask for a 
higher-level review of 
the decision, such a move 
could delay completion 
of the project by several 
months, with no guarantee 
that the decision would be 
changed.

The board gave its 
permission for Norton to 
proceed with developing 
specifications for modifi-
cations that would elimi-
nate a planned bus lane and 
move a parking lot. Norton 
said the changes should not 

impact the overall cost of 
the project.

In other business, the 
board:

Approved without 
comment new policies for 
wellness and unpaid meal 
charges.

 Approved  the 
revised 2019-2020 budget 
discussed at the May 12 
work session.

Renewed the dis-
trict’s membership with 
the MSHSL.

Received a report 
on the state-sponsored Q 
Comp teacher mentoring 
and support program, 
which provided more than 
$400,000 for staff stipends 
and incentives.

Hired Sara Twedten 
as a part-time Language 
Arts teacher and Mark 
Fabish as Activit ies 
Director at North Woods.

 H i r e d  B r a n d i 
Richards-Berger as a full 
time Level 3 special edu-
cator, Kristine Sorgenfrei 
as a full-time elementary 
teacher, and Sarah Hansen 
as a part-time parent edu-
cator at Tower-Soudan.

Approved the retire-
ment of Keith Fulcher as a 
bus driver at North Woods, 
and accepted a resignation 
from Jennifer Prepodnik as 
Little Grizzlies Enrichment 
Program Supervisor at 
North Woods.
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Janet M. 
Thompson 

Janet Mae Thompson, 
67, of Nett Lake, passed 
away on Friday, May 
22, 2020, in St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Duluth. A 
Traditional Wake was held 
on Wednesday, May 27 
at the Nett Lake School 
Gym. The Traditional 
Native Service was held 
on Thursday, May 28. 
Spiritual leader was Steve 
Jackson and Spiritual 
Adv i so r  was  Gene 
Goodsky. Casket bearers 
were Quinten Thompson, 
Orion Thompson, Nick 
T h o m p s o n ,  H e n r y 
Thompson, Shane Drift 
and Sean Drift. Honorary 
casket bearers were Mark 
Drift, Pete Drift, Erik 
Halvorson and Henry 
Halvorson. Arrangements 
were with Mlaker Funeral 

Home of Cook.
Janet was born to 

Leonard and Myra Drift 
Thompson on Feb. 15, 
1953, in Thief River Falls. 
Janet grew up and attended 
school in Nett Lake. She 
raised a family as a strong 
single mother of three. She 
was a loving and strong-
willed mother who raised 
her children to be respect-
ful and to be responsible. 
She was the tough mama 
bear who taught her cubs 
the ways of the world.

Janet enjoyed hunting 
and fishing. She enjoyed 
her time at the casino, 
playing bingo and slots, 
and attending the shows. 
She loved going to Orr 
with her mother Myra to 
play smear. She was an 
accomplished beader and 
loved sewing. She made 
many jingle dresses for 
herself and her family. She 
loved attending pow wows, 
was a jingle dress dancer, 
and also a drum-keeper.

Janet is survived 
by her three children, 
Raymond (Rebecca) 
Thompson,  Michael 
Thompson and Rorie 
Thompson; grandchil-
dren, Henry Thompson, 
Nicholas Thompson, 
Amanda Thompson, Orion 
Thompson, Samantha 

Farr and Jon-Marie Farr; 
sisters, Muriel and Lois 
Thompson; and uncle, 
Harvey Thompson.

She was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
and brothers, Leonard 
Thompson and Curtis 
Thompson.

Davetta M. Sam
Davetta Marie Sam, 

55, of Nett Lake, passed 
away on Saturday, May 
16, 2020. A wake was held 
on Friday, May 22. The 
Traditional Native Service 
was held on Saturday, 
May 23. Steve Jackson 
was the Spiritual Leader. 
Casket bearers were Darin 
Jenkins, Alvin Sam, Ryan 
Sam, Coltin Robinson, 
Matteo Goggleye, Tony 
Sam and Christopher 

Day. Interment was in 
the Vermilion Native 
Cemetery in Tower. 
Arrangements were with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

Davetta was born to 
Ellen Boshey Sam and 
David Sam on March 11, 
1965, in Cook. Davetta 
liked playing foosball and 
softball, doing laundry and 
keeping her house clean, 
and taking walks. She 
was always laughing and 
having fun and loved being 
with friends and family. 
She lived a fulfilling life 
of being a grandmother, 
mother, aunt, sister and 
friend.

Davetta is survived 
by her husband, Robert 
Wayne Jenkins Jr.; sister, 
Carrie Sam; brother, 
Randy Sam; children, 
Melissa, Darin, Vanessa, 
Sasha and Deanna; and 
numerous grandkids.

Amelia L. Manner 
A m e l i a  L o u i s e 

“ M o l l y ”  K o c h e v a r 
Manner, 95, of Hibbing, 
died on Saturday, May 
16, 2020, in Cornerstone 
Villa in Buhl. A memorial 
service will be held at a 

later date. Family services 
are provided by Anderson-
Daniels, a Bauman Family 
Funeral Home in Hibbing. 

She is survived by 
four children, Richard 
(Sue) Manner of Hibbing, 
Bill (Jan) Manner Jr. of 
Floodwood, Larry (Judy) 
Manner of Hibbing and 
Karen (Pat) Brodeen of 
Cook; ten grandchildren; 
six great-grandchildren; 
nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends.

Dr. Richard Bevis 
Dr. Richard “Dick” 

Bevis, 80, of Ely, died 
from a heart attack on 
Friday, May 22, 2020. 

Memorial service plans 
to follow. Arrangements 
are with Kerntz Funeral 
Home of Ely.

Dick grew up in 
Minneapolis and enjoyed 
summers on Burntside 
Lake. He was a gradu-
ate of the University of 
Minnesota Dental School, 
and practiced orthodontics 
in the Twin Cities for over 
30 years. He remained 
active throughout his life, 
enjoying boating, fishing, 
golf, and sailing on Lake 
Superior. He was a loving 
husband, father, grandfa-
ther and friend, and will be 
remembered for his steady 
character, optimism and 
generosity. Dick was a man 
of quiet faith in God, and 
his family rejoices that he 
is now in his eternal home.

Dick is survived by 
his wife of 57 years, Mary 
Palmquist Bevis; three 
children, Karen (Peter) 
Tamte, Randy (Cheryl) 
Bevis and Ben (Sara) 
Bevis; and nine grand-
children. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Percy 
and Allie Bevis; and sister, 
Joan Nelson.
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Ely Community Health Center 

Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.
Providing NO COST basic healthcare

and referrals
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely

Volunteer opportunities also available

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

THANK YOU...
to the brave firefighters who battled 

the blaze on Birch Point Road on May 9.

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax
Over

 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
Popular 
Demand!

REGIONAL- Need 
an Arrowhead Library 
System (ALS) library card 
to access digital resources 
at home? If you live in the 
ALS seven-county service 
area of Carlton, Cook, 
Itasca, Koochiching, Lake, 
Lake of the Woods or St. 
Louis, you can get one 
today. Feel free to apply 
online by visiting https://
www.alslib.info/services/
how-do-i-get-a-library-

card/ or https://bit.ly/2Ue-
fgv9.

With your ALS library 
card, you are able to 
access many of the free 
digital resources avail-
able 24/7 online and can 
use it to check out books, 
DVDs, audiobooks, and 
more at any of our 27 
member public libraries 
in the region and ALS 
Bookmobile once the 
majority of services have 

been restored. New library 
cards will be sent via mail 
to the mailing addresses 
listed in the applications. 
If you include your email 
address, your library card 
number will be emailed to 
you as well. If you know 
you have a library card but 
can’t find it, give us a call 
at 218-741-3840 and we 
can help get your library 
card renewed or issue you 
a new library card for free.

Get your Arrowhead Library System library card today



REGIONAL—In the fight 
against aquatic invasive species, 
lake associations in Minnesota 
have often been leading the way. 
Organizations like the Vermilion 
Lake Association or the White Iron 
Chain of Lakes Association, are 
two organizations that have played 
a significant role in educating lake 
users, developing inspection pro-
grams, and lobbying for resources. 

But what about the nearly 1,600 
uninhabited lakes found within the 
1.1 million-acre Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness? Who is 
advocating to protect those lakes 
from the risks posed by aquatic 
invasives?

It turns out, a new coalition of 
both state and local organizations 
and government agencies has come 
together to begin to address the 
threat posed by aquatic invasives 
in the BWCAW. 

While the vast majority of 

BWCAW lakes remain free of 
invasive species for now, both spiny 
water fleas and rusty crayfish have 
gained a significant foothold, which 
has the potential to impact fisheries 
in the wilderness. The Minnesota 
Aquatic Invasive Species Research 

R E G I O N A L —  M o s t 
Americans have heard of the 
Appalachian Trail or the Pacific 
Coast Trail. These national 
scenic trails have existed for 
decades and have been used 
by millions of Americans over 
the years. 

The North Country Trail, or 
NCT, was officially designated 
by Congress in 1980 and has 
been under development ever 
since. Once completed, it will 
stretch from Vermont to western 
North Dakota, making it the 
longest of all the national trails 
at approximately 3,300 miles. 
Most of the trail is already 
in place, although the route 
through portions of northeastern 
Minnesota is still uncertain. It 
was originally slated to head 
west from near Duluth across the 
state to North Dakota. Last year, 
however, Congress approved 
the “Minnesota Re-Route,” 
which extends the trail up the 
North Shore of Lake Superior 
to Grand Portage before heading 
back to the west.

Fine-tuning that route, 
particularly in the Ely-to-Tower 
corridor is the goal of a plan-
ning effort currently underway. 
“We don’t know exactly where 
the trail is going to go,” said 
Josh Bergstad, senior planner 

with the Arrowhead Regional 
Development Commission, 
or ARDC, which is assisting 
with the planning effort. The 
NCT makes use of the Superior 
Hiking Trail, extending along 
the North Shore. From there, 
it heads west through the 
Boundary Waters, first utilizing 
the Border Route Trail before 
connecting to the Kekekabic 
Trail and eventually arriving 
in Ely. From there, the route is 
less certain. 

“We do know that Tower 
will be right in the middle of 
the planned corridor,” said 
Bergstad. 

While the Mesabi Trail will 
soon connect Tower and Ely, 
Bergstad notes that the NCT is 
designed to be an unpaved back-
country trail, not a paved bike 
path. For now, the Mesabi Trail 
is a designated route but trail 
officials are asking the public for 
ideas as they plan development 
of the final backcountry route. 
“We’re just asking people to 
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Wildflower Watch

PLANNING

DNRSPRING HAS SPRUNG

Coalition bringing AIS fight to Boundary Waters

Input sought on route
for North Country Trail
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Area swamps are currently in their glory with the annual explosion of the marsh marigolds.

This week’s featured flower
WILD GINGER

You’ll need to get down on 
your knees to see the distinctive 
flower of the Wild Ginger, 
Asarum canadense, which is one 
of our early bloomers. The Wild 
Ginger is most easily identified 
by its fuzzy, heart-shaped leaves, 
which average about four inches 
across. This plant typically grows 
in small colonies as it spreads veg-
etatively through rhizome-like 
roots which are known for their 
ginger-like flavor. You’ll find 
it growing in rich soil, often in 
shady locations

The flower is bowl-shaped 
and is a deep reddish-brown with 
three sharply-pointed sepals that 
look like narrow petals. It’s  a 
member of the Birthwort family.

See PARKS...pg. 5B

See TRAIL...pg. 5B

Area state 
parks begin 
to reopen

See  AIS...pg. 5B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Below: An autumn hike along 
the Superior Hiking Trail, now 
part of the North Country Trail.

North Country Trail 
Route as approved 
by Congress.

REGIONAL— Slowly, 
but surely, area state parks are 
reopening for business.

Gov. Tim Walz announced 
the phased reopening of state park 
and state forest campgrounds 
beginning June 1, provided they 
create and maintain a prepared-
ness plan and follow guidelines 
issued by the state of Minnesota.

“We look forward to wel-
coming overnight visitors back 
to DNR-managed camping 
and lodging facilities in June,” 
said DNR Commissioner Sarah 
Strommen. “Our staff are already 
out conducting assessments of 
campsite conditions and pre-
paring to receive visitors. We 
will open as much as we can on 
June 1, but this will be a phased 
process based on staffing and 
safety considerations.”

State parks and recreation 
areas are like small cities that 
need to have all of their infra-
structure restarted in order 

Right: Morning mist on Bootleg 
Lake in the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness.
M. Helmberger

M. Helmberger



to reopen. This includes 
water, sewer, power, roads, 
trails and buildings. During 
the Stay at Home Order, 
the DNR limited its on-site 
parks and trails workforce 
to only those employees 
most critical to support 
day-use activities. As a 
result, the DNR now has 
a lot of work left to do 
to ready campgrounds 
and lodging for overnight 
visitors.

While more details 
will be available in the 
coming weeks, the DNR 
officials state that, gener-
ally, they plan to open sites 
as soon as they are ready. 
Dispersed camping in state 
forests is already allowed, 
and DNR officials antici-
pate the following general 
timeline going forward:

June 1: The DNR 
anticipates having about 
20-30 of its campgrounds 
within state parks, rec-
reation areas and forest 
campgrounds ready to 
open, with limited services. 
Some lodging options, such 
as camper cabins and yurts, 
will also open on June 1. In 
general, visitors can expect 
that water systems will be 
turned on, grounds will 
be maintained, and vault 
toilets will be available. 
However, some value-add-
ed services may not be 
ready or available at that 
point, such as showers and 
ranger stations.

June 8: The DNR 
will reopen another 20-30 
campgrounds and lodging 
facilities, the rest of its 
remote campsites, and 
many of its ranger stations.

June 15: The DNR 
plans to have the rest of 
the campgrounds open 
and most areas with full 
services. 

Campers should come 
prepared with their own 
hand sanitizer, cleaning 
wipes, paper towels, toilet 
paper and other supplies 
for use at their campsites 
and available bathrooms.

The DNR will leave 
the following facilities 
and amenities closed until 
further notice: beaches, 
visitor centers, group 
centers, large-group facil-
ities, group tours and other 
scheduled interpretive 
programs.

Minneso tans  a re 
encouraged to use the 
following guidelines to 
minimize potential points 
of virus transmission: 

Travel as directly 
to destination as possible 
and minimize stops along 
the way.

Attempt to bring all 
needed supplies with you.

If you do need to stop 
for gas or supplies, wear a 
cloth face covering.

Wash your hands 
or use hand sanitizer after 
touching common surfaces 
(gas pumps, door handles, 
shared bathrooms, etc.).

Do not travel if sick.
You can check the 

DNR’s COVID-19 website 
for the latest information 
about facility status and 
reopening timelines.

Center, MAISRC, linked a reduc-
tion in the size and abundance of 
walleye and perch species to spiny 
waterflea, while rusty crayfish 
wreak havoc on native crayfish and 
aquatic plants. 

As Minnesotans have demon-
strated, efforts to control the spread 
of invasive species can be effective. 
That’s one reason that less than 
ten percent of Minnesota lakes 
are currently infested with one or 
more invasive species. By extend-
ing those efforts to the BWCAW, 
members of the new coalition 
are hoping to head off potential 
problems. 

“The very real risk we face is 
that a headline could appear across 
Minnesota newspapers this summer 
that zebra mussels were found 
in Basswood,” said Carrie Ohly-
Cusack, an Ely area cabin owner 
who is working with the coalition. 

While some AIS experts believe 
that zebra mussels are unlikely to 
survive in most Canadian Shield 
lakes, due to low amounts of the 
calcium that mussels need to build 
their shells, that confidence was 
shaken last year with the discovery 
of immature zebra mussels, known 
as “veligers” in Lake of the Woods, 
a shield lake with similar water 
chemistry to many lakes in the 
BWCAW. That revelation was a 
“wake-up call” notes Ohly-Cusack, 
one that prompted greater concern 
for lakes in the BWCAW. 

Developing a plan to effective-
ly address the AIS threat won’t be 

easy, notes Jeff Forester, executive 
director for Minnesota Lakes and 
Rivers Advocates. 

“The overlapping agencies, 
tribal governments, lake associa-
tions, and interested citizens and 
business groups involved in the 
management of the BWCAW are 
as complex as the geography of this 
area,” he said. 

While canoeists are unlikely to 
transport aquatic species, Forester 
said the largest risk to the Boundary 
Waters comes from infestations in 
lakes just outside the wilderness 
boundary. He said Birch Lake, near 
Babbitt, is one example of a lake 
that is part of a major watershed 
just upstream of the wilderness. 
Because the waters are so intercon-
nected in canoe country, invasive 
species can spread widely once 
established, even without further 
human assistance. “That puts the 
Boundary Waters at pretty high 
risk,” said Forester.

Other factors only increase that 
risk, notes Forester. The Boundary 
Waters’ wilderness protections are 
likely to complicate any effort to 
address aquatic invasive outbreaks 
if and when they do occur. In some 
cases, the DNR has been able to 
deploy chemicals in lakes to elim-
inate invasive species when small 
pockets are first discovered. But 
such efforts would likely be incon-
sistent with wilderness protections.
Coalition efforts

The new coalition is utiliz-
ing an approach known as “civic 

organizing,” in which each of the 
entities involved plays a role that’s 
consistent with their expertise and 
available resources. “This is an 
organizing approach, not a mobi-
lizing or an activities-centered 
approach. We will define the prob-
lems, with a focus on the capacities 
of each partner, and then focus on 
solutions that leverage those unique 
capabilities and resources of the 
many different groups. What is 
impossible for one is possible for 
a broad cross sector base with each 
contributing.”

The coalition group hopes to 
have a working plan in place which 
prevents the infestation of all water 
bodies that drain into the BWCAW 
for open water by 2021. 

That plan won’t necessarily 
include a request for additional 
resources. “Those of us focused on 
this issue do not think more money 
and more inspections are the only 
answer,” said Forester. “There are 
many practical alternatives that 
could be implemented immediately 
and would save money.”

The new coalition meets 
monthly. In addition to a core 
working group of active citizens, 
the group is also including a broader 
group of interested stakeholders 
and keeping them informed of their 
progress. 

For more information, contact 
Forester at jeff@mnlakesandrivers.
org.  
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PARKS...Continued from page 4B

give us as many ideas as 
possible,” said Bergstad.

The ARDC recently 
sponsored an online public 
workshop to solicit ideas 
but turnout was somewhat 
limited, so they’re reaching 
out in other ways to spread 
the word. “There will be 
more meetings throughout 
the process,” said Bergstad. 
“We’re hoping to get more 
participation.”

Trail officials are 
looking for routes as well 
as points of interest along 
the way. Scenic loca-
tions or interesting side 
trails are all popular with 
NCT hikers and are called 
“positive control points” 
by trail planners. They’re 
also interested in nega-
tive control points, which 
would be places that the 
trail should avoid, either 
because they’re open to 
motorized use, or are indus-
trial or blighted. According 
to Bergstad, local residents 
are often the most familiar 
with such points of inter-
est, which is why they’re 
trying to get the word out. 
“When we get these ideas 
from the public, ARDC 
will compile them into an 
online GIS system. Then 
North Country Trail staff 
will go out in the field and 

try to connect them.”
The ARDC has an 

interactive online tool that 
they’re encouraging the 
public to use to suggest 
either positive or negative 
control points. You’ll find 
that online tool at bit.ly/
NCTPlanning.

Once a route is identi-
fied, the trail itself will be 
modest, with a standard 
four-foot wide cleared 
corridor. Because the trail 
is primitive, the costs asso-
ciated with its construction 
are minimal, with most of 
the work for construction 
and maintenance under-
taken by volunteers. 

For more information, 
you can email or call Josh 
Bergstad with comments 
and questions or to discuss 
alternate methods to submit 
information. You’ll find 
him at jbergstad@ardc.org 
or at 218-529-7516.

You can also visit the 
project website to view 
updates, trail documents, 
and access the mapping 
tool at www.ardcplanning.
org/nct.

Or you can like their 
Facebook page at face-
book.com/northcountr-
ytrail for notification of 
updates on the project. 

TRAIL...Continued from page 4B     
from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   
05/18     70     29      0.00    
05/19     71     29      0.00     
05/20     74     33      0.00     
05/21     79     42      0.00    
05/22     79     45      0.00    
05/23     67     53      0.00     
05/24     71     49      0.00
YTD Total        3.28                        

05/18     75     36      0.00    
05/19     77     34      0.00     
05/20     82     46      0.00     
05/21     82     52      0.00    
05/22     66     55      0.00    
05/23     72     57      0.00     
05/24     75     55      0.00                                                                                          
YTD Total           NA      

05/18     70     41      0.00    
05/19     74     43      0.00     
05/20     76     43      0.00     
05/21     81     50      0.00    
05/22     81     52      0.00    
05/23     67     55      0.01     
05/24     71     53      0.00
YTD Total        3.89     

05/18     70     37      0.00    
05/19     72     34      0.00     
05/20     74     44      0.00     
05/21     80     49      0.00    
05/22     79     46      0.00    
05/23     68     53      0.00     
05/24     70     51      0.00    
Total                   2.62  

05/18     70     35      0.00    
05/19     72     33      0.00     
05/20     75     40      0.00     
05/21     80     49      0.00    
05/22     79     47      0.00    
05/23     68     54      0.00     
05/24     70     50      0.00       
YTD Total                 3.00    

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

59  38 62  38 69  46 80  5772  55



Advertisement 
for Bids

Snow Removal Equipment 
(SRE) Building

Tower Municipal Airport 
(12D)

Tower, Minnesota
FAA AIP No. 3-27-0148-

14-20
MnDOT SP 6918-32

SEH No. TOWER 152656

Notice is hereby given that 
sealed Bids will be received 
by the City of Tower until 
2:00 PM Wednesday, June 
3, 2020, by mail or at the 
Tower City Hall, 602 Main 
Street, Tower, MN 55790, at 
which time they will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud 
via videoconference, for the 
furnishing of all labor and 
material for the construction 
of Snow Removal Equipment 
(SRE) Building. 

Major components of the 
Work include: Construction 
of a 40’x40’ Snow Removal 
Equipment Storage Building, 
site preparation, and associ-
ated utilities, mechanical and 
electrical components. 

Bids shall be on the form 
provided for that purpose 
and according to the Bidding 
Requirements prepared by 
Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc. 
(SEH®) dated May 13, 2020.

The Bidding Documents may 
be viewed for no cost at http://
www.sehinc.com by selecting 
the Project Bid Information 
link at the bottom of the page 
and the View Plans option 
from the menu at the top of 
the selected project page.

Digital image copies of the 
Bidding Documents are avail-
able at http://www.sehinc.
com for a fee of $30. These 
documents may be down-
loaded by selecting this proj-
ect from the PROJECT BID 
INFORMATION link and by 
entering eBidDocTM Number 
7083684 on the SEARCH 
PROJECTS page. For 
assistance and free mem-
bership registration, contact 
QuestCDN at 952.233.1632 
or info@questcdn.com.
In addition to digital plans, 
Paper copies of the Bidding 
Documents may be obtained 

from Docunet Corp. locat-
ed at 2435 Xenium Lane 
North, Plymouth, MN 55441 
(763.475.9600) for a fee of 
$125.
A pre-Bid conference will be 
held via videoconference on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at 
2:00PM. Representatives of 
Owner and Engineer will be 
online to discuss the Project. 
Bidders are encouraged to 
attend and participate in the 
conference.

Pre-Bid videoconference 
login information: 
https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/404524277 
Access Code: 404-524-277
Call-in number: 
+1 (571) 317-3112
Bid security in the amount 
of five (5) percent of the 
Bid must accompany each 
Bid in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders.

A Contractor responding to 
these Bidding Documents 
must submit to the City/
Owner a signed statement 
under oath by an owner or 
officer verifying compliance 
with each of the minimum cri-

teria in Minnesota Statutes, 
section 16C.285, subdivision 
3.
This Work shall be subject 
to minimum wages and labor 
standards in accordance with 
US Department of Labor and 
the Minnesota Department of 
Labor and Industry.

Bids shall be directed to the 
Clerk/Treasurer, secure-
ly sealed and endorsed 
upon the outside wrapper, 
“BID FOR Snow Removal 
Equipment (SRE) Building.”

The City of Tower reserves 
the right to reject any and all 
Bids, to waive irregularities 
and informalities therein and 
to award the Contract in the 
best interests of the Airport.

John Burgess 
Airport Manager
Tower Municipal Airport

Published in the Timberjay, 
May 15, 22 & 29, 2020

Engineering Technician
Apply by 06/10/2020

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  5/29
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Radiology
FT  Radiology Tech

Rehabilitation
FT Physical Therapist 

Excellent Wages! 
Ask about our 
sign on bonus!

 

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistants 
  (No certification needed/
             wage $15.88+ hr)
PT Restorative Nurse Aide

Dietary
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Housekeeping
PT Housekeeper

Adult Day Services
Casual RN/LPN

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

HELP WANTED
Motivated employees for established local 
business. Must be reliable and a team player.   
Must enjoy working outdoors and be able to 
lift 50 pounds for a majority of the day.  Duties 
could be delivery and assembly of boat lifts 
and docks or welding, painting, and decking.  
Call in person to schedule an interview – 218-
365-6210.  This is an opportunity for a fun 
and enjoyable season at Docks on Wheels.  
Compensation based on qualifications.  tfn
 

HIRING NOW
DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL 

4-BED CRISIS HOME

Direct Support Professionals provide support 
and supervision to individuals with intellectu-
al and developmental disabilities or mental 
illness with daily living skills and behavior 
management.

Required Qualifications: 2 years post-sec-
ondary education; minimum 2 years experi-
ence supporting individuals with IDD/MI to 
include behavioral management; be 21 years 
or older; maintain a valid driver’s license 
with clean driving record; ability to clear 
background check; ability to work as a team 
member and independently.

Competitive benefit package for employees 
working 30+ hours/week

FULL AND PART-TIME POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE  •  PAID TRAINING  

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING
STARTING WAGE $16.00 PER HOUR

Please apply online at rurallivingmn.com or 
submit resume to: Lana Mattonen at 
   lmattonen@rurallivingmn.com.  6/5

Experienced AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN
Full-time, M-F, benefits. Contact Lee 

Phillips. Waschke Family Chevrolet in Cook, 
126 N Hwy 53, PO Box 549, Cook, MN 

55723; 218-666-5901 or 800-238-4545.  tfn
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 707

Nett Lake, Minnesota

PART-TIME BUS DRIVER
Position: Part Time Bus Driver
Qualifications: Valid MN Driver’s License, 
Valid MN Bus Endorsement  or able to obtain 
bus endorsement; Ability to pass criminal 
background check; Ability to pass random 
drug testing

Duties: Drive school bus for AM and/or PM 
routes; Other duties as assigned.
Rate of Pay: $20.10 hr.    AM or PM routes 
are a two-hour minimum
Terms of Contract: Hours to be determined.  
Expected start: AM start Mon.-Fri. 7:00; PM 
start: 3:00 Mon., Tues, & Thurs.; 1:45 Wed. 
and 2:45 Fri.
Anticipated Start Date:  September 8, 2020
Due Date: Applications can be found at 
www.nettlakeschools.com. The  district will 
begin reviewing applications on Friday, June 
19 at 3:00 PM. Paper applications may be 
picked up at the Nett Lake School Office, 
M-F,  8:00-3:00.  Please call before you 
come.  218-757-3102.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Superintendent Varichak @ 218-757-3102.
Equal Opportunity Employer

Published in the Timberjay, May 22, 29, June 5, 12, 19 & 26, 2020

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

CITY OF TOWER
Notice of DBE 

Construction Goal

The City of Tower, Minnesota 
has set a Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE) 
Goal of 7.9% for the 
FY2020/2021/2022 Airport 
Improvement Projects which 
are funded, at least in part, 
by Federal grant(s). The goal 
and rationale are available 
for inspection during normal 
business hours at the Tower 
City Hall, PO Box 576, 602 
Main Street, until (30 days 
after date of notice). The 

City of Tower and the US 
Department of Transportation 
will accept comments on the 
DBE construction goal until 
(45 days after date of notice) 
at the above address for the 
City and at: 
US Department of 
Transportation
Federa l  Av ia t ion 
Administration
AGL-9
2300 E. Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60018

Published in the Timberjay, 
May 29, 2020

NOTICE
CITY OF TOWER

Date: May 26, 2020 

To: All Interested Citizens, Organizations 
and Government Agencies 

From: Chad Kolstad, DWRF Program 
Coordinator, Drinking Water Protection 
Section , Environmental Health Division

Subject: Drinking Water System Project 

Loan Applicant: City of Tower 

Loan Project No.: 1690051-2 

The City of Tower is applying for a construc-
tion loan under the Minnesota Department 
of Health (MDH) drinking water revolving 
fund program and is, therefore, subject to 
the state environmental review process. 
This notice is to advise the public that 
MDH staff has reviewed the proposed proj-
ect and has determined that preparing an 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet is 
not required. 
The loan applicant has solicited public 
comment on potential environmental con-
sequences. After reviewing any comments 
received we conclude that construction 
and project implementation will lead to no 
significant environmental impact. 
The environmental summary included 
with this notice provides information on 
the existing and proposed drinking water 
infrastructure and associated environmen-
tal considerations. If there are comments 
about this environmental review process, 
they must be received within 15 days. They 
should be submitted to:
Chad Kolstad 
Minnesota Department of Health 
P.O. Box 64975 
St. Paul, Minnesota  55164-0975

Published in the Timberjay, May 29, 2020

Environmental Summary 
DRINKING WATER REVOLVING 

LOAN FUND 

Project Name 
WTP and Well Field Improvements/Tower 
Water Main Replacements 
DWRF Project Number 1690051-2 

Project Proposer 
Tower-Breitung Wastewater Board 
P.O. Box 366 
Soudan, Minnesota 55792 

Project Location - Legal Description
SE¼, Section 32 and 33, Township 62N, 
Range 15W 
City of Tower/Breitung, Minnesota, St. 
Louis County 

Present Water System, Need, and 
Selected Alternative 
The City of Tower /Breitung’ s existing 
water system consists of two primary wells, 
a treatment plant used to remove iron and 
manganese, addition of potassium per-
manganate, chlorine, fluoride and blended 
phosphates and a 100,000 gallon elevated 
storage tank. The existing drinking water 
system is in need of upgrades. 

The proposed project consists of improve-
ments to the water treatment plant and well 
fields, as well as the construction of new 
watermain and sanitary force main.

Environmental Impacts 
The primary impacts of the projects are the 
short-term construction related disturbanc-
es such as dust and noise. The short-term 
impacts will be mitigated by the use of stan-
dard construction practices. Effective soil 
erosion and dust control measures will be 
carried out as often as necessary to prevent 
any dust or erosion that may be damaging 
to property, area vegetation, wildlife, adja-
cent lands, surface water bodies, or may 
cause a nuisance to persons in the vicinity. 

Three species were identified in the project 
area through a NHIS data base search, 
including: American Bittern, A Purse 
Casemaker Caddisfly and Floating Marsh 
Marigold. Where each of these species are 
identified, the project work only occurs on 
previously developed land (existing well 
field site or roadways). It is not anticipated 
that the project will adversely impact these 
species. 

The project is not expected to result in 
any direct impacts (other than those list 
above) to: threatened or endangered plant 
or animal species or their habitats; wet-
lands; flood plains; nearby farmland; histor-
ic, architectural, cultural, or archaeological 
features; shore lands; or air quality non-at-
tainment areas. 

Public Participation Program 

The City of Tower and Tower-Breitung 
Wastewater Board published the environ-
mental review public notice in the local 
newspaper on March 27, 2020.

Michael E. Luhrsen, P.E. 
Minnesota Department of Health
Northeastern District Engineer
Section of Drinking Water Protection
11 East Superior Street, 
Suite 290 Duluth, Minnesota 55802-2007 
218-302-6178
mike.luhrsen@state.mn.us

Published in the Timberjay, May 29, 2020



HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

T & T STUMP GRINDING-  
Stump grinding, clean-up and 
debris removal. Call for your 
free estimate. 218-780-6278. 
tfn

TIP TOP CHIMNEY LLC- 
Cleaning, repairs, inspections, 
caps, liners, and minor roofinig 
repairs. Call or text 218-290-
5370.  6/12

FOR RENT
SOUDAN HOME FOR RENT- 
2BR w/garage. Available July 
1. $700/month plus utilities. 
218-750-4512  6/12

CABIN 
CARETAKER

Having hailed from Tower, my 
family is searching for a cabin 
to lovingly care for in the sum-
mer months.  Both of my grand-
parents had cabins on the lake 
and my father graduated from 
Tower.  Our history boasts of 
miners, lumberjacking and life 
on the lake.  If you are in need 
of some caretakers for your 
unused cabin, we would be 
happy to help.  Please contact 
me at 320-360-5301 Stacy. 6/5

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED- Light construc-
tion, painting, general labor. Call 
or text 218-290-5370. 6/5

HELP WANTED- HOUSE-
KEEPER at Garden Lake 
Resort, Ely. Call 612-803-6538.  
6/19

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service. Orr, MN 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser,
Crestliner Lund, Spartan Trailers,

Ercoa Pontoons.
Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-3 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA GROUPS TO MEET 
BY PHONE- Starting immedi-
ately, the Ely Wednesday and 
Saturday AA Groups will not 
meet in person.  A conference 
call meeting has been set up.  
At 7:30 on either night, call 978-
990-5000, and enter the access 
code, 965850#. Once the meet-
ing has started, use *6 to mute 
and unmute your phone.  If any 
other group would like to set 
up phone meetings, please call 
Anna Nimity at 218-290-2681 for 
assistance.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.com

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK LICENSE BUREAU- 
TEMPORARY HOURS 
DUE TO COVID-19 
Open: M-W-F 9am - 3pm. 
Mail in or drop off only 
at this time.  Call with any 
questions, 218-666-6199 
Email: cookdep159@gmail.com
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

(218) 666-5352
info@bicrealty.com
www.bicrealty.com

LOCALLY OWNED/NATIONALLY FOCUSED
 OUR BROKERS/AGENTS

 HAVE 100+ YEARS
  COMBINED EXPERIENCE

LAKE VERMILION Frazer Bay 2.75-acre lot 
w/ 220 ft lksh. Driveway to proposed build-
ing site, drilled well, electricity, privy/storage 
bldg, dock and survey. #138635  $382,500

LAKE VERMILION 3 BR, 4 BA home on 
230 ft lksh and 2.4 acres. Vaulted ceiling/
MBRS, lower-level walk-out.  Attached 
4-stall garage.  Maintenance-free steel 
siding/30-year shingles. #132235 MUST 
SEE! $795,000

EMBARRASS Updated country home. 15 
minutes from Virginia. 3 BR, 1 BA , 1-level  
on 4 acres w/pine tree coverage. #139246 
SOLD! $150,000

LAKE VERMILION  2 BR home w/large loft, 
cedar interior, updated log siding ext. and 
metal roof, new windows. 3+ stall garage. 
Purchase includes most furnishings and 
a boat lift. #137942 STUNNING VIEWS! 
$419,900

SOLD

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Helping you stay healthy!
WE CARRY HAND SANITIZER...

®

We Are A UPS Shipping Site

16 oz. $1699

Dibar 
70% Alcohol

with 
Aloe & Vitamin E

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung, 

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)

timlillquist@edinarealty.com

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

PATTI STODDARD
Local Licensed Realtor
218-929-3214

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Ash River, Orr-$105,000  Boat-access 
river property. 4.5 acres and 300 ft of 
shoreline. MLS#139141
Pickerel Lake-$64,900 3.15 acres on 
Pickerel Lake with 404 ft of shoreline.
MLS#137014
Kabetogama-$95,000 1 BR, 1 BA 
seasonal cabin. Shared waterfront with 
dock and boat slip. MLS#139332
Orr-$348,000 2 BR home on 6.02 acres 
and 1,200 ft of shoreline on Pelican 
Lake. MLS#135111
Crane Lake-$128,900 Seasonal 
boat-access cabin with new dock! 
MLS#139034

In Business Since 
1979

Time to WAKE UP!
Spring is here even if the temperatures haven’t felt like 

it!

Call Now To
Schedule Your
Summer Work!

(218) 365-6037 • 2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. east of 88 & 169 • greenstonenursery.com

Landscaping Services, Patios,
Garden Design, Retaining Walls,

Yard Restoration

Peaceful white
snow-beds

have melted...
signaling it’s

time to get  back
to work!

Jeff Peters
218-780-9037

jpeters104@gmail.com

• Cedar & Log Staining
• Sand/Media Blasting
• Chinking/Caulking

• Interior/Exterior Painting
• Residential/Commercial


