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Canoes and kayaks are in stock!  Visit us for all
your paddling and gear needs. 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.

218 - 365 - 6745 
Outlet Store OPEN for the season.

10a.m. - 6 p.m. every day.
Thank you for your continued support, The Piragis Staff

CITY OF ELY
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by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

ELY – The City 
Council here Tuesday was 
hesitant to immediately 
address a continuing issue 
involving one of its own 
members over blight at a 
residential property, and 

instead stood by a resolu-
tion they adopted late last 
year ordering remediation 
or summary enforcement.

Council member Paul 
Kess and his wife, Laurie, 
own an abandoned house at 
106 E. Harvey Street that 
has steadily deteriorated 
over several years to the 

point where it was deemed 
a threat to public health 
and safety. An inspection 
conducted last September, 

due to a new complaint, 
found that the condition 

Council treads lightly on fellow member’s blight issue
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

An abandoned house at 106 E. Harvey St. in Ely, 
owned by city council member Paul Kess and 
his wife Laurie, has been deemed a public health 
hazard. The blighted property is subject to 
summary enforcement. photo by K. Vandervort

See...BLIGHT  pg. 8

GREENWOOD TWP- Greenwood 
Township Clerk Sue Drobac did not attend 
the Aug. 12 board meeting, a protest based on 
the fact she had already worked the maximum 
of 12 hours per week the board had set for 
her at the meeting in July. 

The clerk had already put in those hours 
due to evening hours required for the primary 
election on Aug. 11, along with her regular 
office hours on Aug. 11 and 12. 

At the July meeting, the board had cut 
the clerk’s pay to a total of 12 hours times the 
equivalent of her previous “hourly” salary, 
which they based on her former regular 
office hours of 20 hours per week. At that 
time, Drobac informed the board she could 
not complete all her required clerk duties in 
the 12-hour-per-week timeframe. 

The board said it was up to her what 
items not to complete in her more limited 
time, Drobac said.

Drobac sent an email to Chairman Mike 
Ralston prior to the meeting explaining 
her action. According to Drobac, Ralston 
responded to her claiming that her hours 
working for the election did not count toward 
the 12-hour weekly limit, since the 12 hours 
was only related to time spent on township 
business. 

Clerk skips 
board meeting
Had already reached 
weekly hours limit

REGIONAL- While county 
health officials focus on a recent 
surge in COVID-19 cases 
among young adults, newly 
released data from the Minnesota 
Department of Health reveals 
that since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, positive 
cases have been identified in 

almost all of the towns in north-
ern St. Louis County.

The department released 
zip code-level information last 
Thursday showing that the 
Tower area has had seven con-
firmed COVID-19 cases, one 
shy of the eight documented in 
Virginia.

Soudan, Ely, Cook, Orr, 
Babbitt, and Embarrass zip 
codes each have had at least one 

confirmed case, and possibly up 
to as many as five. MDH only 
specifies an exact number when 
cases exceed five in a zip code. 
No COVID-19 cases have been 
found for residents in the Angora 

and Crane Lake zip codes.
Of the cumulative 681 cases 

identified in St. Louis County, 
550, or 81 percent, of those have 
been concentrated in Duluth, 
Hermantown, and Proctor, 
according to the county health 
department’s online COVID-19 
dashboard. 

“For St. Louis County, the 
experience of the Duluth area 
and the experience of smaller 

communities scattered across the 
Iron Range is distinct,” Public 
Health and Human Services 
Director Linnea Mirsch said on 
Tuesday.

Mirsch noted a precipitous 
drop in the average age of 
diagnosed cases countywide as 
of late.

“Let’s start with April, when 

COVID-19 touches nearly all of North Country

TOWER—With the start 
of the heating season now just 
weeks away, the phones are busy 
here at Lamppa Manufacturing, 
which makes and sells the clean-
est-burning wood furnace in North 
America. But the phones should 
be ringing a lot faster, and that’s 

County working closely with area schools to prep for in-class learning
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

See...COVID pg. 10

Lamppa waits for EPA action
Testing errors allowed competitor to obtain coveted certification
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Lamppa Manufacturing 
welder Rick Berens, 
top, works on a sauna 
stove Wednesday 
morning at the 
company’s facility in 
Tower. The business 
also makes the world’s 
cleanest-burning 
wood furnace in North 
America.
photos by M. Helmberger

Dragons Dragons 
& Damsels...& Damsels...
See /See /4B4B
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 Community notices
Vermilion Dream Quilters 
to meet Sept. 3

REGIONAL- The Vermilion Dream Quilters 
will again meet outdoors on Thursday, Sept. 3 at the 
Hoodoo Point Campground pavilion, 5788 Hoodoo 
Point Road in Tower. Because of shorter daylight 
hours and probably cooler temperatures, we will 
begin gathering at 5:30 p.m. and start the busi-
ness meeting at 6 p.m. Teresa Dolinar and Bonnie 
Harma will present a program on orphan blocks.

In case we need to gather under the pavilion 
rather than spread out on the grassy area, you must 
bring a mask. Other items to bring include a lawn 
chair, hand sanitizer, bug spray, your own food and 
beverage, and, of course, show and tell items. 

Learn how to use social media, 
classes offered by NWFA

REGIONAL- Learn the basics for Facebook, 
Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter and TikTok. Classes 
will be offered via Zoom on Fridays at 9 a.m. start-
ing Aug. 7. Classes are free. You need to call or 
text Lisa Hyppa at 218-780-1151 for your Zoom 
invitation.

Social media classes are offered to the public 
through Northwoods Friends of the Arts.  Volunteer 
Lisa Hyppa and other NWFA volunteers have had 
to invent novel ways to present art opportunities 
this year due to the pandemic. 

The NWFA Gallery is located in Cook at 
210 S River St. The gallery is staffed and open 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Thursdays and 
Fridays. Saturday open hours are 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m. Thirty artists sell and display their work year 
round at this gallery. One event coming soon is the 
second annual Arts, Antiques and Antiquities sale 
on Saturday, Aug. 29 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. To learn 
more about this non-profit membership arts organi-
zation, the website is nwfamn.org.

Friends of the Lake Vermilion Trail 
ready to raise development funds

REGIONAL- Significant progress has been 
made toward creating a recreational trail between 
Cook and Tower in the beautiful, natural landscape 
south of Lake Vermilion.  The trail will be a scenic 
route providing an opportunity for healthy, safe, 
non-motorized, year-round transportation and rec-
reation for residents and visitors. The governing 
structure is in place and a master plan, including a 
conceptual route, is complete. A new organization, 
Friends of the Lake Vermilion Trail, is ready to 
raise funds for construction in order to make the 
trail a reality.  

In February 2018, the cities of Cook 
and Tower; the townships of Owens, Beatty, 
Greenwood, Vermilion Lake and Kugler; and the 
Bois Forte Tribal Government established a Joint 
Powers Board which is responsible for developing, 
owning and managing the Lake Vermilion Trail.

Securing funding for trail develoment is the 
next crucial step. In July 2019, the Lake Vermilion 
Trail Joint Powers Board submitted an applica-
tion for a grant from the Minnesota Parks and 
Trails Fund, a result of the Clean Water, Land and 
Legacy amendment. Lack of matching funds for 
the development of the Lake Vermilion Trail was 
the primary reason no funds were granted from the 
Parks and Trails Fund.   

In order to address the challenge of raising 
funds for trail development, Friends of the Lake 
Vermilion Trail, a nonprofit corporation, has been 
formed. This new organization will be focused 
on fundraising, increasing community aware-
ness, and providing opportunity for additional 
people to help bring the trail to reality. Friends of 
the Lake Vermilion Trail is recruiting additional 
board members and other volunteers interested in 
supporting the trail by fundraising, promotion, or 
field reconnaissance. For more information, please 
contact Friends of the Lake Vermilion Trail at 
lvtinfo@yahoo.com.  

More information about the trail can be 
found on the website at lakevermiliontrail.org and 
Facebook page.

Ely Folk School hosts blacksmithing class
COMMUNITY

ELY - The Ely Folk School 
hosted an introduction to blacksmith-
ing event last Saturday.

“This class is the most basic with 
the objective of creating a classic ‘S’ 
hook using basic blacksmithing tech-
niques,” said instructor Phil Leino.

Four students learned the proper 
color or temperature of the iron 
to start forging, basic hammering 
techniques for elongating, bending 
and twisting metal. Their goal was 
to go home with a functional “S” 
hook. Basic forge safety and man-
agement was also discussed during 
the introductory class.

Leino will be teaching another 
introductory blacksmithing class 
on Saturday, Aug.  29, from 9 a.m. 
to noon. Tuition is $40. Materials 
cost is $10.

Go to www.elyfolkschool.
org, or call 218-235-0138 for more 
information.

Leino grew up in Ely hearing 
stories about his blacksmith grandfa-
ther and working with his father fab-
ricating metal tools. After graduating 
with a master’s degree in botany and 
PhD in plant sciences, he picked up 
more metalworking skills along the 
way, which he has put to use making 

equipment needed in his research, 
creating a functional forge at a high 
school in Idaho, and demonstrating 
blacksmithing at Living History 
Farms in Iowa. 

He donated the first forge for 
the Ely Folk School, which was the 
first step of their blacksmith program. 
Leino has been instrumental in 
getting the Folk School blacksmith 
shop up and running.

“I’m intrigued by the process 
of taking a static material like iron 
and dynamically transforming it into 
something beautiful and useful,” 
he said.

DNR holds online fleet auctions
SALES

Blacksmith students with instructor Phil Leino were Chase Alander, Bob Alander, Hunter Hicks 
and Jon Ridlon. photo by K. Vandervort

REGIONAL- The Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources has 
canceled three live fleet auctions in 
Bemidji and Grand Rapids scheduled 
for later this year. Instead, auctions 
are now taking place online via 
MinnBid, the state’s online auction 
website.

The auction began last week and 
will take place over the next 10-12 
weeks. Over that time, different lots 
of equipment are available on one-
week rotations. The DNR is using 
online auctions due to COVID-19 
health and safety considerations.

“We are working with our 
partners at the Department of 
Administration and will resume live 
sales when we can do so in a way 
that protects the health and safety 
of customers and staff,” said DNR 
section manager Paul Johnson. “For 
now, online sales are our best option.”

The DNR has about 300 pieces 
of equipment that will be up for 
auction on MinnBid. Six to 12 pieces 
of equipment are listed for a dura-
tion of one week. The first pieces 
of equipment were listed on Aug. 7. 
Auction lots will only be available 
for viewing by appointment. Listed 

lots in Grand Rapids can be viewed 
by appointment on Tuesdays from 
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. To make an 
appointment in Grand Rapids, call 
218-328-8965. Listed lots in Bemidji 
can be viewed by appointment on 
Wednesdays from 12:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. To make an appointment 
in Bemidji, call 218-308-2631.

Once a winning bid is submitted 
and accepted using the MinnBid 
website, the bidder will be able to 
schedule a time to pick up the equip-
ment where it is listed, at the DNR 
northwest regional headquarters 
in Bemidji or the DNR northeast 
regional headquarters in Grand 
Rapids.

During inspections and equip-
ment pick-ups, staff will be encour-
aged to wear cloth masks and will 
maintain social distance from the 
public. Staff are required to wear 
masks under any circumstances 
where social distancing cannot 
be maintained. The public is also 
encouraged to wear masks when on 
site. Additionally, staff will wear 
gloves when handling auction items 
and paperwork.

Following the online auction, if a 

successful bidder needs help loading 
equipment, staff will be able to help 
using a forklift as they would at a 
live auction.

The DNR prepares equipment 
for auction by removing all state 
stickers, decals and registrations, 
washing and vacuuming the road 
vehicles and addressing or making a 
note of any mechanical issues.

“DNR equipment auctions are 
a great way to find a new truck, 
trailer or even a new fun way to 
get outdoors — like on an ATV or 
snowmobile,” Johnson said. “Our 
goal is to sell equipment while it still 
has good life left in it. This presents 
the best value for the buyer, and for 
the DNR.”

The auction lots are available for 
viewing and bidding at minnbid.org. 
Registration is required before users 
are able to ask questions about lots 
through the system or before bids 
can take place via the MinnBid site. 
Head to minnbid.org/mobile/register 
to register for an account.

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Cook Medical and
Behavioral Health

20 5th St SE
Open Monday - Saturday

(218) 666-5941

Cook Dental
12 S River Street

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

Medical/BH: (218) 753-2405
Tower Medical, Dental, and Behavioral Health

Dental:   (218) 753-6061
415 N 2nd St, Suite 2

Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

COVID-19 Testing Available
Curbside COVID-19 testing available Mon-Fri at our Cook and 

Tower Clinics.  If  you have symptoms of  COVID-19 or have been 
exposed to COVID-19 through someone with a known positive 

test result, please call to schedule a testing appointment.

Testing will not be completed without an appointment.
Scenic Rivers will not bill patients for testing.

Insurance coverage will be processed when available.

TJAY Color 2 X 3 Summer Sunwear
Advanced Optical/June 23, 2020

218.753.2333 • 30 Center St., Soudan MN

Hook...3 for 2
 

1 mile from the boat landing on Lake Vermilion!

Fishing get-away comfort!
Reserve on our website:

vermilionparkinn.com

Includes
continental breakfast!

Stay 3 nights for price of 2 thru August

218-235-6161
www.crapola.us

GRANOLA
SMOOTHIES

COOKIES

BAKED GOODS

16 N 1st Ave E
Ely, MN

Hours: 8-4
Mon-Sat

NEWD D

RANGE JEWELRY 
& GIFTS

218-827-2515
33 Central Blvd. Suite 200 
Babbitt Shopping Center

In-store jewelry
& watch repair

Cash for 
Gold & Silver
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2142 releases plan for in-school learning

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

REGIONAL- The St. Louis 
County Schools unveiled a 
32-page back-to-school plan on 
Tuesday outlining an extensive 
array of policies and procedures 
being implemented to ensure a 
safe and healthy return to in-class 
learning in district buildings in 
September.

The district school board 
approved a return to in-class 
instruction at a special meeting 
on Aug. 4, although at that time 
the complete back-to-school 
plan was unavailable. The 
district was well within the 
state-prescribed range of the 
14-day average of new COVID 
cases for in-class learning at 
that time. And while a surge in 
total county cases subsequently 
pushed Duluth-area schools into 
the range of requiring a hybrid 
model, the average outside of 
Duluth, including ISD 2142, 

actually dropped slightly as of 
last Thursday.

The back-to-school plan 
emphasizes safe health and 
sanitation practices. It describes 
possible modifications to sched-
ules, routines, and use of physical 
spaces and outlines instruction 
and assessment practices that 
accommodate full in-class, 
hybrid, and distance learning 
models. It also addresses steps 
to be taken if a student or staff 
member exhibits COVID-19 
symptoms. The plan is written 
to provide overall consistency 
throughout the district while 
allowing individual schools 
the flexibility to adapt to best 
meet their particular needs and 
circumstances.

Parents and students also 
may choose distance learning 
instead of in-person attendance 
and must notify the district by 

Aug. 24 if they so choose.
A summary of key pro-

visions that follows focuses 
primarily on elements for the 
district’s planned return to 
in-person learning. The plan 
provides additional guidance if 
the district or one of its schools 
should have to shift to a hybrid 
learning model limiting atten-
dance to 50 percent of building 
capacity and alternating between 
in-person and distance learning 
days.
Health highlights

Parents will be responsi-
ble for screening their children’s 
health daily and are required to 
report to their school if a child 
is experiencing COVID symp-
toms. A detailed screening guide 
is being provided to parents.

 Staff members must 
submit a daily health screening 

survey before they report to 
work.

All students, staff, and 
other people present in schools 
and district buildings or riding 
on school transportation are 
required to wear masks or face 
shields, except for preschool-age 
children in their classrooms.

Bus seats will be marked 
to promote social distancing, and 
hand sanitizers will be available 
in all district vehicles.

Schools will provide one 
cloth face covering for each 
student and students are encour-
aged to have at least two clean 
masks or shields with them in 
a school building. Additional 
disposable masks will also be 
available if needed.

Non-essential building 
visitors will be limited. Student 
drop-off and pick-up will occur 
outside, although preschool 

students may be walked to class-
rooms by their parents.

Hand sanitizer stations 
will be available throughout 
school buildings, and posters 
placed at all hand-washing 
stations to emphasize good 
handwashing practices.

Room configurations will 
be adapted as possible to provide 
for social distancing. Floor mark-
ings and signs will be used to 
help with social distancing and 
traffic flow in areas that may 
have congestion.
Possible COVID 
procedures

A student with suspected 
COVID symptoms will be taken 
to an isolation room where they 
will be under visual supervision 
of a staff member until such time 

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REAL ESTATE

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

Ash River-$89,000  Rare boat-access 
property. 4.6 acres and has over 200+ 
ft of waterfront. MLS#139951

Lake Vermilion-$119,000 900 +ft 
of shoreline and 21.3 acres on Pine 
Island. MLS#137228

Orr-$139,900  118 wooded acres with 
2 BR cabin. Property abuts 1,000s of 
acres of state land. MLS#139442

Gheen-$395,000 Quality hand-scribed 
log 3 BR, 2 BA home tucked back in the 
woods on 40 acres joining public lands. 
MLS#137120

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung, 

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)

timlillquist@edinarealty.com

Let’s Make Sold Happen For You Too!

(218) 666-5352
info@bicrealty.com
www.bicrealty.com

LOCALLY OWNED/NATIONALLY FOCUSED
 OUR BROKERS/AGENTS

 HAVE 100+ YEARS
  COMBINED EXPERIENCE

BUYCK  3 acre lot located near Lake 
Vermilion. Property is wooded with mature 
timber. Adjoining lots also available for
purchase. Electricity available along east 
side of property. MLS# 139382  $15,900

NEW LISTING! LITTLE FORK RIVER  525 
acres of undeveloped land w/river frontage 
bordered by 2 county maintained roads and 
river. MLS# 140051 $499,000

ELBOW LAKE 2 BR boat-access cabin 
w/ open floor plan and lake views. Approx. 
305 ft lksh, 2.9 acres, sauna,BA/utility shed, 
dock, fishing boat, and much more!  
MLS# 136233  PRICE REDUCED!  $125,000

TOWER 2 BR Boutique Option. $10K pymt. 
w/Letter of Intent to purchase. Leases for 
dock space guaranteed to buyer by city. 
Units to be built. Pricing subject to change 
upon completion of construction. 
MLS# 139197  $399,000

Urbas withdraws; but name will still be on official ballot

See SCHOOLS...pg. 5

With candidate’s exit, Ely mayoral race is no contest

Contingencies in place for COVID cases and alternative learning modes

ELY – Mayoral candidate 
Eric Urbas pulled out of the race 
here last week, leaving incum-
bent Chuck Novak as the only 
contestant on the ballot for the 
Nov. 3 election.

In notifying the Ely City 
Clerk’s office on the ballot with-
drawal last week, Urbas cited 
health reasons for his decision.

Urbas’ name will still appear 
on the Nov. 3 ballot, according 
to Ely Accounting Clerk Katie 
Richards. The nomination period 
ran from May 19 to June 2, and 
the ballot deadline was on June 
4, she said.

Urbas confirmed the news 

of his exit from the race over the 
weekend on social media.

“I want to announce that 
I am withdrawing from the 
Ely mayoral race due to health 
reasons,” he said, citing a 15-year 
medical battle. “I am not going 
to dive into specifics. I just hope 
everyone can understand my 
reason. Thank you to everyone 
for all the support throughout 
this race. It is appreciated and 
humbling. If anyone wants their 
shirts signed, just get a hold of 
me.”

An Ely native and 2007 
graduate of Ely Memorial High 
School, Urbas continued his 

education at the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth where he 
earned a degree in businesses 
administration with an emphasis 
in finance. He is employed with 
R&R Transfer.

In seeking elected office 
for the first time, Urbas said he 
“wanted Ely to survive.” He 
said that the Ely community has 
missed opportunities to grow.

“I think a lot of people want 
to keep living in Ely and I think 
there are some opportunities 
to gain some incentives and 
pull some industries into town. 
There are more opportunities out 
there,” he said when he threw 

his hat in the ring. “Growing 
up in Ely, my family is in Ely, 
my grandparents are from Ely. I 
don’t want Ely to fizzle away,” 
Urbas said. 

He told the Timberjay this 
week that at the beginning of 
summer he felt he could handle 
putting more on his plate.

“But, in the last month and 
a half I started going backward 
and I can’t take on a role that I 
don’t feel positive that I can do 
completely,” he said.

Novak is seeking a fourth 
term in his second time as mayor. 
He also won the mayoral seat in 
2006 but lost a re-election bid 

two years later.
The city of Ely election this 

fall also features a city council 
race that includes just the three 
incumbents – Jerome Debeltz, 
Paul Kess and Ryan Callen.

As reported last week, the 
top three vote getters out of four 
candidates are vying for seats 
on the Ely school board. Those 
running include incumbent Tom 
Omerza and three newcomers, 
Darren Visser, Hollee Coombe 
and Rachel Brophy.

ELECTION 2020



It’s a lovely, 
q u i e t  S u n d a y 
morn ing .  Over 
my second cup of 
coffee, as I gaze 
out at the garden, 
I see beets waiting 
to be harvested and 
barren pea plants 
ready for compost-
ing. But I’m not 
feeling inspired to 
tackle anything. I 
can’t seem to shake 
off a strange foggy 
feeling that my life is somehow 

lacking direction. 
What’s the thread 
that weaves it all 
together now? 

It’s certain-
ly not a feeling of 
boredom. Besides 
the garden, there 
are cords of freshly 
peeled birch ready 
to stack in the wood-
shed. The house 
and critters always 
benefit from more 
attention. With the 

world in its current state, describe 

it however you will, there are lots 
of ways to contribute to try to 
make things better. And, despite 
the pandemic, I’m still connect-
ing with family and friends. Not 
like pre-COVID days when we 
sat around the table telling tales, 
solving the problems of the 
world, and sharing hugs and high 
fives. But very much engaged! 
So there’s plenty to keep me 
occupied. I think how I’m feeling 
now is something deeper. 

Thinking back, when I 
was still employed, I seldom 
wondered what to do next. My 

life seemed clearly mapped. 
The daily routine consisted of 
waking, readying to get out 
the door on time, clocking in 
at work and tackling the many 
duties associated with being 
part of a team, dependent and 
accountable to one another in 
ways we knew like the “back 
of our hands.” And, when the 
workday was through, I’d drive 
home, bracing to meet the needs 
of my family. Their hungry faces, 
the highs and lows of their day, 
the related celebrations and 
admonitions, and of course, the 

chores. The theme of life back 
then was “learn how, and serve 
well” in the prescribed roles set 
forth for working moms!

Then came retirement! 
For the first time I was free to 
choose how to spend my precious 
time— a process of discovering 
who I am versus the person I am 
supposed to be. Overall, I think 
I passed that test. But it was so 
much more than just a test. It was 
a time of countless opportunities 
for meaningful face-to-face 

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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OPINION

Letters from Readers

Don’t close Thistledew
Department of Corrections hasn’t made 
the case for closing a successful facility

See  POSITIVE...pg. 5

Looking for the silver lining in difficult times

T h e  M i n n e s o t a 
Department of Corrections, 
and the Walz administration, 
need to be much more trans-
parent regarding the recently 
announced closure of the cor-
rectional facility in Togo long 
known as Thistledew, as well 
as at Willow River.

While the DOC is portray-
ing the closure as necessary 
due to budget constraints, the 
department has yet to provide 
a clear accounting of how the 
closures of these two northern 
Minnesota facilities will truly 
save money. As Rep. Julie 
Sandstede, DFL-Hibbing, who 
represents the Togo area, noted 
in our story on the closure last 
week, the inmates at these facil-
ities aren’t likely to be released. 
Instead, they’ll be transferred 
to other facilities in the state, 
so most of the costs of housing 
these inmates will remain. 

In either case, the decision 
looks penny wise and pound 
foolish. The very success-
ful Challenge Incarceration 
Program, which is operated at 
both Thistledew and Willow 
River, has proven its ability 
to save the state money by 
reducing recidivism. These are 
minimum-security facilities 
that have done an excellent 
job of providing direction and 
skills to offenders who can, in 
most cases, be turned around 
and reintroduced to society as 
productive citizens. Achieving 
that objective saves the state 
money on corrections and 
generates additional state taxes 
as inmates transition to gainful 
employment, and become 
taxpayers themselves, upon 
release. 

The location of the Togo 
facility, in particular, is highly 
conducive to the success of the 
CIP. The tranquil surroundings 
make it an excellent place for 
offenders to engage in the kind 
of quiet introspection that can 
make a productive life change 
possible. Putting these individ-
uals into much larger, noisier, 
and more dangerous facilities, 
is not a recipe for success. 

Other factors should also 
be considered. Gov. Tim 

Walz has talked of his “One 
Minnesota” approach to gov-
ernance, which is a concept 
with broad political support. 
Yet, targeting two corrections 
facilities in northern Minnesota 
for closure appears incongru-
ous with that theme. 

That’s especially true 
given the enormous economic 
impact such a closure can have 
in a place like Togo, where 
solid middle-class jobs with 
good benefits are few and far 
between. A closure like this 
would barely cause a ripple in 
the metro area, but its impact is 
likely to be devastating in the 
small, closely-knit townships 
in the Togo area. At least 60 
families would be directly 
affected by the closure and 
many will likely be forced 
to leave the area as a result. 
That will have implications 
throughout the area. 

Before that happens, Gov. 
Walz should insist that the 
DOC demonstrate that this 
closure is truly necessary from 
a financial perspective. And the 
GOP-led Minnesota Senate 
should also explain why it has 
been unable to support supple-
mental funding requested by 
the DOC, which could negate 
any need for closure of these 
facilities. The senate districts 
that include both Thistledew 
and Willow River are repre-
sented by GOP lawmakers. Are 
they raising concerns about the 
impact of these closures in their 
districts? If not, they should be. 

The bottom line is clear. 
The impact of the closure of 
these facilities will be signifi-
cant and the savings may very 
well never materialize. If the 
DOC has data to the contrary, 
they should be required to make 
their case publicly. The conse-
quences are too significant for 
our area to simply give up a 
valuable local employer and a 
successful example of restor-
ative justice with a collective 
shrug. Legislators in our region 
invariably tout the value of 
attracting good middle-class 
jobs. Let’s make sure we don’t 
lose the ones we already have.

I was so pleased to read the 
Iron Range mayors’ thought-
ful response to my work in 
Congress. As chair of the U.S. 
House Interior-Environment 
Appropriations Subcommittee, 
I work with Democrats and 
Republicans to ensure hun-
dreds of millions of acres of 
federal lands are managed, 
protected, and preserved for the 
benefit of the American people 
and for future generations. In 
July, the U.S. House passed 
my $37 billion bill funding 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Department of the 
Interior, and the Forest Service.

The Iron Range mayors 
state their commitment to 
the ethos of “watch your 
own bobber.” My job is to 
fund and protect federal lands 
throughout the country, includ-
ing Northeastern Minnesota’s 
Superior National Forest, 
Voyageurs National Park, and 
the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness. Ensuring 
these public lands are properly 
managed, not exploited, is the 
“bobber” I am watching.

My colleague, Republican 
Rep. Pete Stauber, supports the 
Trump administration’s efforts 
to roll back environmental pro-
tections, deny sound science, 
and relax or eliminate regu-
lations on mining companies. 
I don’t. Mr. Stauber supports 
sulfide-ore copper mining on 
federal lands in the Rainy River 
Watershed, footsteps from the 
BWCA. I don’t.

My bill includes language to 
prohibit federal agencies like the 
Bureau of Land Management 
from funding the review or 
approval of any mine plans in 
the Superior National Forest 
for one year. Mr. Stauber and 
the mayors claim this language 
prohibits the expansion of taco-
nite mining, except they fail to 
mention that there are no plans 
to review for taconite mining 
in the Superior National Forest. 
It’s a desperate, phony argument 
– a scare tactic. Or a term bob-
ber-watchers are familiar with: 
a bait and switch.

 My language prevents the 
Trump administration from 
rubber stamping a Twin Metals 
mine plan because this admin-
istration has proven it cannot 
be trusted to conduct a com-
prehensive and transparent 
environmental review process.

 Taconite mining is import-
ant, and I support the industry’s 
success. But the threat of a 
Twin Metals mine destroying 
the BWCA, polluting waters 
in Minnesota and Canada, 
and saddling taxpayers with 
incomprehensible clean-up 
costs must be stopped. That 
way, Northeastern Minnesota’s 
waters will remain clean, the fish 
will remain plentiful, and the 
Iron Range mayors can continue 
to watch their bobbers.

U.S. Rep. Betty McCollum
Minnesota’s  Fourth 

District

To the lovely town of Ely,
My family and I were in 

your area a couple of weeks ago 
and we loved your little town.

We enjoyed a tour of your 
community college, the wolf 
and bear center and, of course, 
your hidden jewel, the Pioneer 
Mine. 

It was a little hard to find 
but once found it was awesome. 
Sera is amazing with his endless 
knowledge and energy. We 
would love to come back and 
see it develop into the next main 
attraction!

Thank you for being a 
part of some wonderful family 
memories.

The Hartke Family
Lake City

I enjoyed the trip down 
the Little Fork River with Mr. 
Helmberger. 

When I was first married in 
1947, we had the first mobile 
home in the area. It was parked 
across the river from Samuelson 
Park. 

I remember the old Harrigan 
bridge. Ice would bang against 
the bridge as water would be 

so high in the spring. I can also 
remember water being so low 
one could walk across the river. 

Thank you for the mem-
ories,

Edna Jackopich
Widow of Louis Jackopich
Virginia

The Timberjay had a good 
editorial on mail-in voting. I 
would like to know the hard 
evidence that mail-in voting 
is fraudulent. It seems when 
the President and his minions 
make claims, every follower 
of his marches in lock step and 
agrees with the baseless misin-
formation they spew out of their 
mouths. My question is this: If 
you trust the Postal Service to 
mail out your paycheck, Social 
Security check, your bills….
then why wouldn’t you trust 
that your mail-in voting ballot 
would be safe? The President, it 
seems, trusts the Postal Service 
to handle his absentee ballot! 
Oh that’s right….it goes to 
Florida and that’s Republican 
territory. The first online com-
menter at timberjay.com says he 
would march out to the polls to 
vote. Well, some people in this 
country don’t have that luxury 
and if the Republicans get their 
way they will close some polls 
and make it more difficult for 
some to go out to vote in person. 

Brian LaFrenier
Embarrass

Thanks for family fun

Iron Range mayors fall 
for bait and switch?

GOP doublespeak on 
mail-in-voting

Thanks for the 
memories The  Timber jay 

encourages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO Box 
636, Tower, MN 55790, 
or email letters to mar-
shall@timberjay.com. 

Letters are subject 
to editing, primarily for 
length and clarity.

We welcome 
your letters
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 This year marks one hundred 
years of women’s right to vote.   
Women in Minnesota began 
the fight for voting rights in the 
mid-1800s.  In 1860 they were 
able to pressure the Minnesota 
Legislature to consider an 
amendment to the state consti-
tution to give women the right 
to vote. That bill, however, 
remained in committee.  In sub-
sequent years, two more attempts 
were made with similar results. 

In 1869, a bill to give 
women the right to vote was 
introduced in the state House 
of Representatives, only to be 
defeated by one vote.  Shortly 
after that defeat, a bill to amend 
the state constitution giving 
women the right to vote on a 
separate ballot passed in both 
the House and Senate but was 
vetoed by Gov. Austin. 

The 15th amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was ratified in 
1870.  That amendment specified 
that the right to vote could not 
be denied “on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of 
servitude.”  The 15th amendment 
extended the right to vote to black 
males but not to any females.

Although women involved 
in the suffrage movement were 
routinely dismissed and at times 
ridiculed for their efforts, they 
went on to form the Minnesota 
Woman Suffrage Association 
(MWSA) in 1881. The group 
began with just over a dozen 
women who distributed liter-
ature about suffrage at public 
events throughout the state.  They 
recruited hundreds of women 
to join them.  Their progress 
convinced the American Woman 
Suffrage Association (AWSA) to 
hold their 1885 annual conven-
tion in Minneapolis as national 
leaders saw opportunity for 
enfranchising women in the 
Midwest.  Beginning in 1893, the 
MWSA repeatedly lobbied for 
passage of an amendment to the 
state constitution to remove the 
word “male” as a requirement for 
voter registration but were never 
successful.  In 1875, however, 
they gained the right to vote in 
school board elections by the 
all-male state Legislature. 

Building on the re-ener-
gized national woman suffrage 
movement, kicked off by the 
1913 Suffrage Procession in 
Washington D.C., the MWSA 

organized a suffrage procession 
in 1914 through the Twin Cities.  
Over 2,000 women attended.  

The suffrage movement in 
Minnesota was largely a white 
woman’s venture.  But in 1914, 
an African American woman, 
Nellie Griswold Francis, left her 
job to concentrate on suffrage 
and racial discrimination.  She 
was active in the leadership 
of her local NAACP chapter 
and was a prominent member 
of the Republican Party in 
Minnesota.  She also founded the 
Everywoman Suffrage Club, for 
African American suffragists.  In 
1918, white suffragists rejected 
an amendment that would have 
secured women’s suffrage for 
them, in exchange for excluding 
black women from the vote.  

In all, over 30,000 Minnesota 
women were active in various 
suffrage organizations. MWSA 
efforts continued through 1919 
when the state legislature finally 
recognized a woman’s right to 
vote in a presidential election.  
Simultaneously, the federal leg-
islative branch voted to approve 
the 19th amendment.  On 
September 8, 1919, Minnesota 
became the 15th state to vote 
for ratification.

Minnesota suffragists did 
not wait long to celebrate.  On 
September 9, 1919 a group 
of women entered the Senate 
chamber and sang the “The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic.” 
That night, they capped off 
the festivities by cooking and 
serving an old-fashioned chicken 
dinner to “thank the men of 
Minnesota” who had given them 
the vote.  

Once the amendment was 
ratified, the MWSA reorganized 
as the League of Women Voters, 
which is still active today.   By 
August of 1920, 36 states had 
ratified the amendment, ensuring 
that across the country, the right 
to vote could not be denied based 
on sex.

Today organizations such 
as the League of Women Voters, 
the American Association of 
University Women and ERA 
Minnesota are continuing efforts 
to ensure that women are actively 
involved in public affairs.   They 
are committed to the protection 
of women’s rights and electing 
legislators who promote gender 
equity to local, state and federal 
office.  

Linda Sutton
Kay Vandervort
Ely

I  have fol lowed the 
Greenwood Board of Supervisors 
for more than 15 years.  The 
current makeup of supervisors 
is definitely unique. I would 
describe them as pathetic. 
Currently, led by the mendacious 
Mike Ralston, he and his hapless 
group of toadies “govern” in a 
way that can only be described 
as an authoritarian lock-down. 

As Ralston mumbles his 
way through each meeting 
agenda, head down, the pre-de-
termined vote on each agenda 
item is passed. For those of you 
who do not attend the board 
meetings, you should know 
that I cannot cite when a motion 
has failed with this board. 
Agreement equals bliss in an 
authoritarian state.   

As the Timberjay made clear 
in a recent editorial referencing a 
ruling by an open meeting law 
judge, Mike “Mendacious” 
Ralston fails to accept, and 
denies, his guilt. Worse than that, 
he even lies to all he is address-
ing at board meetings. When he 
falsely describes how financially 
desperate Greenwood is, he is 
telling lies.  He does not include 
all the funds on the balance sheet 
when he tells his lies. He just 
cherry-picks the accounts that 
support his flawed argument.  At 
a board meeting, he proclaimed 
“I will need to raise taxes.”  He 
even had the previous treasurer 
pedaling a fabricated financial 
crisis.  All the while the regime is 
spending the “rapidly dwindling 
reserves” on “important” proj-
ects and handing out donations 
to any organization that sends 
a letter asking for money. They 
spent $4,000 on a water softener, 
$2,000 on a lighting upgrade, 
$3,500 on a dutch door, $5,000 
on a computer, turning down 
an offer of a FREE computer of 
the same value from the Blandin 
Foundation to provide public 
internet access. 

The board voted down a 
donation from a homeowner 
without even knowing or asking 
about the value. Cameras to 
provide surveillance of the clerk, 
and the public, was another 
$4,000.  Interesting that there 
are no cameras protecting any 
other buildings or grounds areas. 
Why is that? Just ask Supervisor 
Carmen Deluca: “I just wanted to 
see who was coming and going 

from the clerk’s office”. 
There it is, what we knew 

all along. Authoritarian control. 
The same control that costs the 
taxpayers thousands in attorney 
fees to put together an Option 
B vote in an attempt to un-elect 
our Minnesota-nice clerk and 
allow the board to pick their 
own toadie. Option B failed. The 
voter’s first choice won the day. 
Then, thousands more of your 
dollars to write ordinances to 
allow more authoritarian control 
over public information and 
discussion at board meetings. No 
wonder they will not release the 
attorney billings.  If I was crying 
about upcoming money troubles, 
I sure would not be running 
around proclaiming that the sky 
is falling all the while spending 
taxpayer dollars on arguably 
unnecessary items. 

For those of you who have 
previously stated that you are 
embarrassed to tell people you 
live in Greenwood, maybe tell 
them you live in Tower.

Jeff Maus
Greenwood Twp.

I am sure by now everyone 
is aware of the horrific way 
that the Greenwood clerk, Sue 
Drobac, has been treated by 
the current town board.  What 
the board has failed to accept 
is that she is their equal.  She 
is NOT their secretary.  Sue has 
done an outstanding job, despite 
the way she has been treated. 
It seems that the board spent 
about $6,500 on a Dutch door 
and a surveillance system so that 
“the public” could no longer go 
into her office, where business 
has been conducted for over 30 
years, and they want to know 
“who goes to the hall.” They 
despise the fact that she is a friend 
to both John Bassing and Jeff 
Maus.  Both John and Jeff have 
long called for accountability 
and transparency in township 
government, something our 
township has had a problem 
with. It is even worse now that 
the board will not allow public 
correspondence to be read, nor 
can the public have any input at 
the virtual meetings.  Cutting 
Sue’s salary by 40-percent was 
a nasty, despicable thing to do.  
There was no effort to cut any-
thing else— the fire department 
and board members’ pay remains 
the same.

The $35,000 recently spent 
on seal-coating the parking lot 
was hardly a “need.” I cannot 
imagine how many thousands of 
dollars were spent with the attor-
ney, figuring out legal ways to 
get Sue to resign.  Sue has put up 
with more bullying and harass-
ment than many of us could 
stand.  Please continue to give 
her your support.  If Sue were an 
employee rather than an elected 
official, I am guessing a quick 
“cease and desist” letter from an 
attorney would have put an end 
to their heinous behavior long 
ago.  Unfortunately, she does 
not have that protection.  The 
board members’ email addresses 
and phone numbers are available 
on the township’s website at 
greenwoodtownshipmn.com. 
If you are unhappy with their 
misogynistic bullying, please 
contact all of them to let them 
know they should do the right 
thing and restore Sue’s salary to 
what she was getting when she 
was elected, and to just be nice.  
Also, maybe give Sue a call at 
the town hall to thank her for 
being so gracious.

Barbara Lofquist
Greenwood Twp.

Thank you for your recent 
article about your trip on the 
Little Fork River.  I enjoyed your 
article and photos.  It sounded 
like an exciting adventure. I 
live on the river where you were 
paddling recently.

I am disturbed that someone 
is dumping trailer loads of urine-
soaked straw and using it as 
an open sewer as you stated in 
recent article on the Rainy River.  
I know the local farmers around 
Range Line Rd. and I would like 
to keep an eye on this.  

I enjoy the Little Fork 
and want to keep it as clean as 
possible.  

Paul Houston
Cook

encounters that provided lots 
of emotional and intellectual 
fulfillment. Retirement reduced 
the number of those opportuni-
ties and the pandemic brought 
them to a near screeching halt. 
Although I really enjoy and even 
need my “alone time,” I still miss 
those interactions! 

I also miss the long, heart-
to-heart talks with close friends 
over coffee at the local cafe. The 
ones that babbled along like a 
river with twists and turns, where 
we shared everything from inner-
most thoughts, favorite book 
titles, or our anxiety over some 
recent news report. The ones that 
also provided free counseling 
and reassurance when one of us 
would hit “the rapids”. These 
are the kinds of conversation 
that foster the fundamentals of 

human relationship — trust, 
intimacy, and empathy. 

Now I find myself sec-
ond-guessing my relationships. 
Wondering if they are surviving 
our current stresses and strains? 
So often now, my interactions 
are driven by what has to get 
done, versus the “real stuff” 
that resides under the surface. 
The stuff that requires long, and 
deeper, listening. Conversations 
now seem more cerebral. Maybe 
that’s because it’s harder to dive 
too deeply into that realm of the 
subjective. 

According to experts, some 
70-percent of human commu-
nication happens non-verbal-
ly—  less in the words and more 
through body language, facial 
gestures, tone of voice, timing 
and vibration. So, imagine what 

we’re lacking when now we’re 
relegated to phone, face-time 
and “Zoom” for the bulk of our 
communication.  With the impo-
sition of “social distancing,” 
when it comes to deeper emo-
tional connection, we’re far more 
reliant upon our housemates— or 
ourselves— than perhaps we’re 
used to. Challenging times, 
indeed! You’ve probably heard 
the adage, “behind every cloud 
there is a silver lining”. So, if 
our grandmothers were correct, 
where do we find it now? 

After sifting through the 
chaff of my scattered thoughts, 
I’m wondering if it might just be 
merely a fleeting insight. Perhaps 
during this time of unimagined 
isolation, with its moments of 
silence and fearful uncertainty, 
maybe we’ve been thrust into a 

period of individual and socie-
tal reckoning with our deepest 
aspects— both personally and 
collectively. The parts that we 
trust. The parts that we doubt. 
The parts we know we should 
change but are stubbornly per-
sistent. Even the embarrassing 
or shameful parts of the story. 
All the painful stuff that we 
try to avoid, and sometimes at 
great cost. 

To some, this may sound 
familiar. There are lots of expe-
riences in life that force us to 
examine our core, head on. But 
maybe nothing at such a massive 
scale as this pandemic, absorbing 
the attention of our entire nation 
and much of the world. 

My next question is this.  If 
we could shift gears and see this 
as an incomparable opportuni-

ty…. if we could power down our 
screen time for a few minutes or 
hours…. what would we discov-
er?  Might we sense something 
missing, or identify something 
that’s been there all along, but 
we’d never noticed? Something 
important that needs protection? 
Something we could agree needs 
our undivided attention.  

Think about it. This may 
be the best and only time we’ll 
have to take a deeper look and 
listen. This could be our chance 
to actually experience a “silver 
lining”. Some might say I’m a 
little crazy. I say, let’s go for it! 
What have we got to lose?  

 
 

 

Authoritarian 
mindset at work 
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Clerk shouldn’t have 
to accept this abuse

It’s been a long 
road to female 
empowerment

Where the 
North Country 

Sounds Off!

as the student is picked up or the 
district provides transportation 
home. Both are required to wear 
face masks, unless the symptom-
atic person has trouble breathing 
or is incapacitated. If medical 
care is required, 911 and parents 
will be called.

Specific intensive clean-
ing protocols will be imple-
mented for all areas the person 
is believed to have been in, 
including common areas such 
as restrooms.

The district will notify 
the Minnesota Department of 
Health, and county and state 

officials will assist in determin-
ing an appropriate response at 
the involved school.
Facility cleaning

Custodial staff will clean 
and disinfect common areas such 
as entrances, restrooms, cafete-
rias, and bottle filler stations a 
minimum of three times a day.

Classroom door handles 
and frames, light switches, 
tabletops, desks, chairs, cabinet 
handles, and sinks will be 
cleaned and disinfected before 
and after school and as needed. 
Teachers and paraprofessionals 
will assist custodians as needed.

 Playground equipment 
such as swing chains, slides, 
overhead bars, and grab handles 
will be cleaned and disinfected 
daily. Shared equipment in 
gymnasiums will be cleaned 
and disinfected between classes.

Toys in classrooms that 
cannot be cleaned and sanitized 
will not be used.
Scheduling

Lunch schedules will be 
staggered to promote social 
distancing.

Elementary recess will be 
scheduled for one grade level 
at a time.

A seven-period day and 
modified day schedule for 
secondary students will be 
employed to accommodate 
in-school and distance learners.
Instruction

 Each student will be 
assigned an iPad or laptop com-
puter and encouraged to clean 
them throughout the day.

Benchmark screenings 
and assessments will be admin-
istered.

 In an effort to simplify 
distance learning, the district 
will utilize SeeSaw and Google 
Classroom for elementary stu-

dents and Schoology, Google 
Classroom and Infinite Campus 
for secondary students.

Distance learning coordi-
nators will facilitate interaction 
and assistance with families.

The complete district back-
to-school plan can be accessed 
online by going to the district 
website at https://www.isd2142.
net and clicking on the COVID-
19 link in the menu bar.



Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m. Canceled until 
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Sept. 15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(business meeting) and 
third (drill) Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m.

Breitung Town Board-
Aug. 25 at 12 noon.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

TOWER- Tower residents 
will soon receive a survey in 
the mail to collect community 
census information that will be 
used to help the city cqualify for 
a low-interest loan to pay a por-
tion of the costs for upgrades at 
the Tower-Breitung Water Treat-
ment Plant. The project is being 
spearheaded by the Tower-Bre-
itung Wastewater Board, which 
oversees the water and sewer 
systems that serve both Tower 
and Soudan. Each individual 
community then is responsible 
for the water and sewer lines 
that serve their residents.

The water treatment plant 
requires an upgrade to reduce 
bacterial issues with the Tow-
er-Soudan water supply.  The 
public water supply, which 
comes from wells, is seeing an 
increased level of organic mat-
ter, due to surface water infiltra-
tion into the wells. This requires 

the use of additional disinfec-
tants like chlorine, and the by-
products of these disinfectants 
can create compounds that are 
harmful to public health when 
used over the course of many 
years. The wastewater board has 
already done the engineering 
studies needed to determine the 
most cost-effective treatment 
method. TBWWB applied for 
funding in the statewide bond-
ing bill this past winter, but the 
Legislature never approved any 
of the year’s bonding requests.

The city of Tower’s 70-year 
old water main line that serves 
all city residents also needs to be 
replaced as part of this project.  

The city is working to get 
a low-interest loan through the 
Minnesota Department of Health 
and to apply for grants to reduce 
the utility cost to each resident.  
One of the grants is through the 
St. Louis County Community 
Development Block Grant pro-
gram (CDBG).

If the city receives this grant, 

the amount the city needs to bor-
row will be reduced by approx-
imately $175,000 ($350,000 to-
tal for Tower and Soudan). This 
translates to a savings of $700 
per utility customer over the life 
of the project payback period.

The city completed a sim-
ilar survey last year, going 
door-to-door, but the grant ap-
plication requires a couple of 
different questions this year. 
Due to COVID-19 concerns, the 
survey is being mailed out this 
year. The cost of mailing and 
return postage will be covered 
by the city’s CARES Act grant 
funding, so it is no additional 
cost for the city budget.

All residents who receive 
the survey are urged to complete 
and return it in the pre-stamped 
envelope as soon as possible.

More than one survey form 
per household may be required 
if persons living in a house or 
apartment are unrelated. So, a 
survey form is needed for each 
“family” living in a single house 

or apartment.
The survey results will be 

tabulated by St. Louis County 
CDBG staff, not by city staff. 
All information in the complet-
ed surveys are confidential. The 
simple survey asks for infor-
mation on family income and 
family size. Cities with a certain 
percentage of low- and moder-
ate-income families can quali-
fy for CDBG low-interest loan 
funding.

If people have any ques-
tions, they can call Tower City 
Hall at 218-753-4070.

Soudan has already qual-
ified for the CDBG grant pro-
gram, from surveys done is pre-
vious years. Tower has qualified 
for this grant program in the 
past, but due to a poor response 
rate from the census ten years 
ago, did not automatically quali-
fy, and needs to conduct current 
household surveys for the grant 
application.

Township filings 
for upcoming Nov. 
3 election

REGIONAL- The 
following area townships 
hold their elections in 
November. 

Kugler Township 
Supervisor A (seat 

held by Jack Brandt, who 
is retiring): Julie Suih-
konen

Supervisor B (seat 
held by Tim Kotzian, 
who is retiring): Ross 
Swanson

Clerk (seat held by 
Julie Suihkonen): Chris 
Suihkonen

Embarrass 
Township
Supervisor: Roy 

Worsham (incumbent)
Supervisor (second 

seat): Bernie Mettler, for-
mer board member

Clerk: Jennifer Bo-
ese (incumbent)

Eagles Nest 

Township
Supervisor B: Skip 

Carlson, incumbent
Supervisor C: Frank 

Sherman
Supervisor D (two-

year term): Kurt Soder-
berg

Eagles Nest moved 
to mail-in voting for the 
primary and general elec-
tion this year. All regis-
tered voters were mailed 
their ballots. “This is 
different from absentee 
voting,” said Eagles Nest 
Clerk Deb Siverhus. The 
ballots, like absentee bal-
lots, have several security 
safeguards and have indi-
vidual barcodes that are 
generated for each voter. 
Ballots could be returned 
by mail, or dropped off at 
county offices in Virginia 
or Duluth. Residents had 
voted to move to mail-in 
voting at the annual meet-
ing in 2019. Siverhus said 

the town board will revis-
it the issue in two years 
and decide whether or not 
to continue the mail-in 
method.

Voters seemed happy 
with the change, Siverhus 
said, and with COVID-19 
they had worried about 
finding election judg-
es and insuring safety at 
the polling place at the 
town hall. The county is 
covering the costs for the 
ballots and mailing at this 
time, Siverhus said.

Breitung, Green-
wood, and Vermilion 
Lake all hold their town-
ship elections in March.

City of Tower 
filings

Councilor- two open 
seats with a two-year 
term: Sheldon Majerle 
(incumbent), Josh Zika, 
Joe Morin (current mem-
ber Tower Planning and 
Zoning).

Councilor- two open 
seats with a four-year 
term: Dave Setterberg 
(incumbent), Kevin Nor-
by (incumbent, new-
ly-appointed to open seat 
on the council), and Steve 
Altenburg (current mem-
ber Tower Planning and 
Zoning).

The election will be 
held on Tuesday, Nov. 3.

Breitung Township 
hosting retirement 
party for Dale 
Swanson and Tom 
Poderzay

SOUDAN- Breitung 
Township will be hosting 
a “Happy Retirement” 
event for Maintenance 
Supervisor Dale Swanson 
and maintenance worker 
Tom Poderzay on Tues-
day, Aug. 25 at 2:30 p.m. 
The event will be held 
outside of the community 
building, under a canopy. 
Social distancing will be 
observed. Cupcakes and 
beverages will be served.

Immanuel offers 
Drive-In Worship

TOWER- Imman-
uel Lutheran Church of 
Tower will be offering a 
Drive-In Worship service 
every other week using 
the Vermilion Country 
School parking lot.  Ser-
vices begin at 10 a.m., 
and all are welcome to 
attend!  

Dates are set for Aug. 
30, and Sept. 13 and 27.  
If it is storming, the out-
side service will be can-
celed and worship will 
be recorded at the church 
and sent out electronical-
ly as usual.  
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

ATTENTION TOWER RESIDENTS

Beautiful
woodworking

and
photography

Fridays  4-6 PM
l

Please join us in saying goodbye and 
wishing our employees a
 “Happy Retirement”

Dale Swanson and 
Tom Poderzay, Jr 

will be moving on to their next 
and exciting journeys.  

We will observe social distancing
practices during this event.  

Event will be outside under the canopy 
with cupcakes and drinks.  

Breitung Community Center
Soudan, MN

Tuesday, August 25 • 2:30 PM

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP
• An Invitation •
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Week of Aug. 24

Tower residents asked to complete household survey
Surveys  being mailed soon to residents; return by self-addressed stamped envelope

SOUDAN- Chase Kvistad, a 
nine-year old from Soudan, built 
this motorized seaplane using parts 
from an R/C car. It drives, but it can’t 
yet fly. He has also built a function-
al boat out of water bottle and the 
motor from an R/C car. He didn’t get 
any help for his projects, other than 
borrowing his mom’s screwdriver. “I 
just randomly want to do stuff,” he 
said. photo by S. Ukkola

Do-it-
yourself
summer
fun...



I have spent parts 
of last month check-
ing gravestones and 
monuments at the Ely 
Cemetery. Some have 
fallen over, are leaning, 
have bases that are dete-
riorating, headstones that 
are loose from bases, or 
have broken components, 
Some need cleaning, and 
others are missing panels 
from the old cast metal 
type of monuments.

I walked, knelt at, 
and laid down at some 
markers to rub off the 
moss or lichens, or clear 
away overgrown grass 
and dirt to read the 
names on those weath-
er-worn stones. 

Many of our 
early Elyites, were of 
Slovenian and Finnish 
ancestry. So, I know a bit 
of Slovenian language 
engraved on the obelisks 
and monuments in the 
old Slovenian section, 
having listened to my 
Grandma Frances and 
Grandpa Frank Erzar 
speaking Slovenian 
everyday while living in 
their upstairs apartment 
with my folks, in the 
Zenith location, until I 
was around 12 years old 
when my Mom and Dad, 
Willy and Ruth (Kobe) 
Erzar built their house 
kitty-corner from center 
field of the high school 
baseball field. 

I also tried to read 
and understand the 
inscriptions on the 
Finnish Stones, obelisks, 
and monuments. I’ve 
learned what some words 
in those languages mean 
and I’ve learned a bit 
about our town and its 
history. I need to learn 
more Finnish language.

These early immi-
grants, worked hard, 
had dreams, had heart 
aches and heartbreaks, 
devastating heartbreaks, 
such as mothers losing 
a child in childbirth and 
then dying themselves. 
Childbirth looked to be 
really tough in those 
days in the early 1900s.

Mothers and 
newborn children buried 
together. Makes you 
pause and think about 
those lives.

A 20-year-old, 
young man starting life, 
dying in the Section 30 
Mine. One of about 214 
young men that died in 
the Ely mines. It was 
tough, dangerous work.

My Dad, a WWII 
B-17 Flying Fortress 
ball turret gunner over 
Europe and Hitler’s 
Germany, escaped a 
mudslide in Pioneer 
Mine in 1955 when I 
was seven years old. 
His partner, Joe Glinsek 
wasn’t so lucky and was 

trapped and buried in the 
mud.

Many servicemen, 
young men just out of 
high school that died 
serving our country, are 
buried here. Some are 
buried overseas.

A 19-year-old Elyite, 
Edward Mattson, a U.S. 
Navy, Seaman 2nd Class, 
serving his country, 
being washed overboard 
from his ship, the U.S.S. 
North Dakota, in the 
frigid, stormy North 
Atlantic in January, 
1918, in WWI, never to 
be recovered. I found a 
monument erected by the 
officers and crew of his 
ship for him.

One of my best 
friends, Tony Zupec, a 
Vietnam Veteran, died 
in a mining accident in 
1970, a day after his 
22nd birthday. A really 
sad and devastating day 
for me when I read the 
letter from my mom five 
days later, informing me 
about the accident while 
I was still in the Air 
Force.  

I had just talked 
to “Butch” before 
Christmas, the month 
before, when I had my 
monthly phone call 
home. We didn’t have 
much for phone service 
in those days, mostly 
every bit of news was 
received by U.S. Mail. I 
read the letter five times. 

I couldn’t believe it. 
Tony is in the Veterans 
Section, among many 
others.

Our Ely High School 
Class of 1966, had many 
of us that enlisted or 
were drafted and were 
in the service of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. Several 
other classmates are also 
buried here.  

There are many 
burials, of Elyites, that 
died during the 1918 Flu 
Epidemic.

I remember my 
Grandpa, Frank Erzar, 
Sr., telling me about 
the buckboards, hauling 
people to the cemetery to 
be buried. 

I came across the 
stones and monuments 
to some of these people 
when I was cleaning 
my Aunt Rose Mizera 
Erzar’s parents’ head-
stone. They got caught in 
a windstorm, capsized, 
out from their house 
on Shagawa, and Rose 
watched her mother and 
father drown in front 
of her in 1925 when 
she was 16 years old. 
Devastating!

There are kids, 
young adults, mid-
dle-aged, and some older 
folks buried there. Makes 
you pause and think 
about today’s coronavi-
rus.

I have been cleaning 
footstones of our son, 
Eddie, (a tragic loss), my 
mom and dad, brother 
Dan, Grandma and 
Grandpa Erzar and Kobe, 
my Godfather, Al Kobe, 
several other Erzar aunts 
and uncles, Howard and 
Frances Erzar Williams, 

my Aunt Rose’s brother, 
Frank Mizera (the lure 
carver and guide) and his 
wife, Josie, a niece, and 
a few others just about 
every year. 

It makes me think 
about, not only about my 
relatives, but these other 
young immigrants who 
came here, to Ely, maybe 
in their late teens and 
early twenties, leaving 
their moms and dads, 
brothers and sisters, 
their homes, their fami-
lies, their birth country, 
finding and scraping up 
money to pay for passage 
on some ship and coming 
across a stormy Atlantic, 
to find their way to what 
was a far-away land, to 
come to an unknown 
place in a land of hard-
ship and toil. 

Why? To escape 
possible tyranny, to find 
freedom, to start a new 
life, in a land of oppor-
tunity.

To me, the Ely 
Cemetery really does 
tell of the history of Ely, 
Winton, and the town-
ships here. As chairman 
of the Ely Cemetery 
Committee, I walk these 
grounds and sometimes I 
feel I’m listening to these 
souls tell their story of 
building this city of Ely 
and surrounding area.

Their lives and hard 
work, in the mines, on 
the rails, in the woods, 
and the mills, and their 
commitment to build a 
new town, new schools, 
and a new opportuni-
ty for prosperity and 
freedom.

So, when you come 
to the Ely Cemetery, 
pause, read the names, 
read the inscriptions, 
think about these people 
and visualize their lives. 
Maybe you’ll find a long 
lost relative or friend. 
Maybe you’ll adopt a 
stone to help take care of.

But, above all 
else, the Ely Cemetery 
Committee reminds all 
of us to be respectful of 
these hallowed grounds. 
Walk these grounds and 
hear some of the story 
of Ely.

AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
and 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, First 
Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St., Ely
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN 
AA - Every Monday 
at noon at Ledgerock 
Community Church, 1515 
E. Camp St.,  Ely.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who 
encounter alcoholism 
in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., 
upstairs at Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION GED 
-  Study materials and 
pre-test available. Tower 
by appointment. 
Call 218-365-3359, 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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Tuesday Group
ELY - The upcom-

ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is l isted 
below. All talks are at 
12 noon on Tuesdays. 

All presentations 
are administered in a 
virtual presence until 
further notice due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Send email to stevie-
schon@gmail.com for 
more  information.

Aug. 25 - Leah 
Rogue - Advance Care 
Planning

Sept. 1 - Jeff Pike, 
President of WICOLA 
- White Iron Chain of 
Lakes Association (A 
joint zoom meeting 
with Ely’s Climate 
Change organization)

Sept. 8 - Krista 
Harrington - International 
Wolf Center

by Cecilia Rolando © 2020

flower exhibit 
bursts of color and of shape 
 
summer’s specialty

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

CITY OF ELY

www.timberjay.com

UUppddaatteedd  ggrraanntt  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  aanndd  gguuiiddeelliinneess  aarree  
aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonnlliinnee  aatt    www.gardnertrust .or g 

APPLICATION  DEADLINE  IS:
12:00 noon on Wed., Sept. 30 

 

We are now accepting 

 for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants, 
Scholarships & Operational Funding 

Ely, MN
We will be having weekly Sunday services 

beginning August 23 in the
SHOPKO PARKING LOT • 9:30 AM
(on the far east end of Sheridan Street, Ely.)

• Communion offered •
Questions, call 218-365-5605

Thoughts about the Ely Cemetery
by BILL ERZAR
Ely Cemetery Committee

The Northern Bedrock Historical Preservation group worked in the 
Ely Cemetery earlier this summer to reset five headstones, level 21 
footstones, and clean another 74 stones. Jessica Fortney and Luke 
Sharman are the group’s staff leaders. Crew members include, Kari 
Mishler, Julia Wickham, Kael Ortega, Krys Manchette, Matt Mangin, 
Katrina Carney, Lucienne Devitt, Adam Johnson, Jaci Bedtka, Blaez 
Kruger, and Elijah Been. photos by Bill Erzar



COOK- If you’re 
looking for a silver lin-
ing in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
you may find it if you 
keep your eyes open 
while driving around the 
streets of Cook.

There’s a good 
chance you’ll see Jody 
Refsdal and her 13-year-
old grandson Carson 
walking along picking up 
any bits of litter they can 
find, and having loads of 
fun while doing it.

And thanks to a 
COVID-forced change 
in a summer youth work 
program, Carson recently 
received a cash reward in 
recognition of his com-
munity service.

“Carson and I have 
been picking up litter 
since he was little,” Jody 
said.

With school in dis-
tance learning mode last 
April, Carson spent many 
of his days with Jody, and 
she decided to up the litter 
collection ante by making 
it a project for Earth Day.

When Cook City Ad-
ministrator Theresa Mar-
tinson found out about 

Carson’s exploits, she 
told Jody she wanted the 
city to lend a hand.

“She said they would 
drop off some city of 
Cook garbage bags for 
us to use, and when their 
maintenance guys are 
out they would pick up 
everything,” Jody said. 
“Over time, Carson and I 
filled probably 40 bags.”

And Mayor Harold 
Johnston gave Carson 
his first big recognition, 
a personal letter of thanks 
and an “Outstanding Cit-
izen” certificate on behalf 
of the citizens of Cook.

“Carson was over the 
moon,” Jody said. “It was 
pretty exciting for him.”

The next bit of rec-
ognition took a bit of 
COVID serendipity and 
more work on Carson’s 
part.

Dawn Trexel is the 
executive director of 
the Summer Work Out-
reach Program, a Mt. 
Iron-based service orga-
nization that normally 
runs six-week commu-
nity-based work projects 
for groups of 10 kids 
ages 11 to 14. Because 
of COVID-19, Trexel 
said SWOP couldn’t do 
group-oriented activities 

this summer, so looked 
for an alternative.

“We were trying to 
think of ways we could 
still encourage youth to 
get out on ther own and 
work in their communi-
ties,” she said.

What they came up 
with was a program that 
offered youth the chance 
to receive $25 service 
awards for doing com-
munity service projects in 
their own communities. 

SWOP doesn’t offer 
its normal group-based 
program in the Cook 
area, but they opted to ex-
pand the award program 
to include the St. Louis 
County school system, 
making Carson eligible to 
participate, Trexel said.

“It just became a 
weekly thing that he did,” 
Trexel said. “He used that 
as his community service 
part of his application.”

As an additional part 
of the application, Carson 
had to research and write 
an essay about a career 
he was interested in pur-
suing. He chose defense 
engineering.

“He’s an absolute 
Lego fanatic,” Jody said. 
“We started looking at 
different engineering 

fields.”
Working with the 

Defense Department on 
things like aircraft and 
vehicle engineering had 
the most appeal for Car-
son, Jody said.

His application was 
well received, and he re-
cently was notified that 
he would be receiving the 
$25 service award.

“One of the things 
he said in his essay was 
that he likes making 
Cook clean because when 
people come here they 
can see we’re proud of 
our city,” Jody said. “He 
thinks Cook is a really 
cool community. People 
here are friendly.”

 

SWOP awards
SWOP is offering a 

second round of service 
awards, with applications 
due by Sept. 8. Complete 
details and application 
materials are available 
online at https://swo-
pyouth.com.
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

Litter provides a way for grandmother and grandson to bond
Local teen gets recognition for trash cleanup efforts

Last Friday in Cook could have been called "Bring Me a Brat!" day, as 
Cook Lions Club members were out and about delivering goodies from 
their brat shack at Zup's. Here, club president Steve Kajala stops to 
deliver brats and drinks to Suzie Holter at DreamWeaver Salon & Day 
Spa. Proceeds from the sales benefit Lions Club charitable activities.
                                                                                            photo by D. Colburn

COOK- Members 
and leaders of Girl Scout 
Troop 1203 in Cook have 
big plans for the future, 
and they begin this Satur-
day, Aug. 22 with a huge 
garage sale from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at 217 Second 
Street SE in Cook.

“To be honest, I’m a 
little overwhelmed – just 
the families alone have 
responded tremendous-
ly,” troop leader Mem-
ory Malone said. “The 
amount of donations is 
overwhelming. My shed 
is probably going to burst 
at the seams by Saturday.”

Malone recently took 
on leadership of the troop, 
at a time when COVID-19 
restrictions have put some 
constraints on what activ-
ities the troop can do.

“It’s been a very in-
teresting experience,” she 
said.

Nonetheless, the 
troop has taken a trip to 
the headwaters of the Mis-
sissippi River, and had 
a knife safety workshop 
on the deck at Malone’s 
house, all emphasizing 
social distancing whenev-
er possible.

It was a little harder 
to socially distance on an 
end-of-the-year pontoon 
boat party, Malone said, 
but the girls had great fun 
and had no health reper-
cussions afterward.

A unique aspect of 
the troop, which current-
ly has 10 members and 
a couple of prospective 
additions, is that nine of 
the girls, all upcoming 
sixth graders, have been 
together for years.

“Most of the girls 
started together in Dai-
sies, in kindergarten and 
first grade,” Malone said.

Not surprisingly, the 
troop is close-knit, and 
intends to stick together, 
which makes it possible 
to think about long-term 
plans, and the troop is 
dreaming big.

“We would like to 
save several thousand 
dollars to take them on a 
mission trip to a foreign 
country the summer be-
tween their junior and se-
nior years,” Malone said. 
“It’s a great experience, 
and the Girl Scouts will 
help pay for it.”

But the troop isn’t 

going to wait to be of ser-
vice, as they’re looking 
into possibilities right at 
home.

“I have an assistant 
troop leader who brought 
up the idea of having 
a service day here in 
Cook,” Malone said.

While still in the 
planning stage, the event 
likely would involved 
assisting seniors with ac-
tivites such as leaf rak-
ing or shoveling snow, 
Malone said.

Another idea brought 
up by the girls would be 
to hold a food drive for 
both people and animals.

But first comes Satur-
day’s garage sale. Malone 
has given the girls some 
incentive to work hard 
that day.

“If we make great-
er than $1,500 they get a 
pizza party,” Malone said.

In addition to the ga-
rage sale, troop members 
will be selling lemonade, 
hot dogs, potato chips, 
and baked goods.

REGIONAL- In re-
sponse to the decision of 
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Corrections to 
close the Togo Correc-
tional Facility to make up 
a systemwide $14 million 
budget deficit, supporters 
have organized “Rally 
the Range for MCF-To-
go,” an event to be held 
Monday, Aug. 24 at 4:30 
p.m. in Nashwauk.

“Itasca County has 
been hit with multiple 
industry closures or shut-
downs,” an event flyer 
states. “COVID has crip-
pled many small busi-
nesses. Our state can do 
better. Join us in our fight 
to keep the Togo facility 
open. Stay safe, practice 

social distancing, but let 
your voices be heard! 
One Range, one voice.”

Sen. David J. Tomas-
soni, DFL-06, Rep. Julie 
Sandstede, DFL-06A, 
Itasca County Commis-
sioner Ben DeNucci, 
Nashwauk Mayor Cal 
Saari, and former em-
ployees of MCF-Togo 
are among those who will 
speak at the event.

The rally will take 
place at the Nashwauk 
Pavilion on First Street, 
about a block and a half 
north of Central Avenue. 
In the event of rain, the 
rally will be moved to the 
Nashwauk Rec Center.

Park series
hosts The Divas

COOK- Cook’s free 
Wednesday evening con-
cert series Music in the 
Park presents “The Di-
vas” on Aug. 26 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the gazebo in 
the park.

“The Divas” are a 
musical performing trio 
with keyboard, guitar and 
percussion to enhance 
their killer three-part har-
mony.  The music style 
goes from the 1940’s to 
contemporary. Perform-
ers are Shannon Lee 
Gunderson, Sharon Row-
bottom and Rosie Gams.  
They hail from Virginia.

Food is available by 
St. Paul’s (Alango) Lu-
theran Church of Alango.

The final perfor-
mance of the summer 
will be Sept. 2.

Carson Refsdal, left, and his younger brother, Buckley, pause from pick-
ing up litter to smile for their grandmother's camera during an April 
excursion. photo by J. Refsdal 

Girl Scout garage sale 
coming Saturday in Cook

MCF-Togo rally
set for Monday
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LAMPPA...Continued from page 1

become a source of friction 
between the company and 
the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency, which 
is supposed to enforce laws 
and rules intended to keep 
the air clean. 

That objective was the 
motivating force behind an 
Obama-era push to clean 
up wood furnaces, which 
were frequently responsible 
for poor air quality in many 
communities, particularly 
in the West, during the 
winter months. The fine 
particulates emitted by 
the wood-burning devices 
were contributing to a 
wide range of respiratory 
ailments in those commu-
nities and, in response, the 
Obama administration had 
promulgated new rules that 
required wood furnace man-
ufacturers to dramatically 
reduce the emissions of their 
products or cease selling 
them in the U.S. market. 

The strictest rules took 
effect in 2020 and, to date, 
Lamppa Manufacturing is 
the only furnace maker in 
the world to have indis-
putably met the standard, 
with its Kuuma Vapor Fire 
100. The furnace not only 
met the rule— it beat the 
emissions standard by 40 
percent. 

Under the rules, that 
should have given Lamppa 
Manufacturing a literal 
corner on the market for 
new wood furnaces sold in 
the U.S. heading into the 
2020 heating season. That 
expectation was part of the 
company’s justification for 
its recent move into a new, 
much larger manufactur-
ing facility and the hiring 
of additional workers. 
And while business has 
been good, due mostly 
to strong sales of the 
company’s famed sauna 
stoves, wood furnace sales 
have lagged expectations. 
That’s because the Trump 
administration has been 
slow to enforce the new 
rules for furnaces or clamp 
down on a Missouri man-
ufacturer that claims to 
have met the new stan-
dards, even though federal 
officials now dispute that 
claim. 

The company, known 
as Hy-C, insists that testing 
by Intertek labs con-
firms that its Fire Chief 
FC1000E and Shelter 
SF1000E wood furnaces 
have met the EPA’s 2020 
rules for emissions, and 
is prominently touting 
that claim as it continues 
to sell its product through 
major retailers. With a 
price tag that’s less than 
half the cost of a Kuuma 
Vapor Fire furnace, the 
rival company’s contin-
ued sale of its product as 
compliant with EPA rules 
has become a source of 
considerable irritation for 
representatives of Lamppa 
Manufacturing. 
EPA: Testing may 
have been invalid

While the EPA did 
issue Hy-C a 2020 cer-
tificate for its Fire Chief 
and Shelter branded wood 
furnaces, federal officials 
have known for months 
that there were irreg-
ularities in the testing 
procedure under which 
the company received the 
federal agency’s impri-
matur. In fact, in a March 
25, 2020 memo, Steffan 
Johnson, Measurement 
Technology Group leader 
with the EPA’s Air Quality 
Assessment Division, rec-
ommends that three of 
the four required tests 
that Hy-C claims met the 
2020 EPA standard be 
invalidated due to those 

irregularities. 
In some cases, the 

manufacturer and the 
testing lab operated the 
Hy-C furnaces contrary 
to the parameters set forth 
in the federal rules, which 
may have allowed the 
furnaces to appear to burn 
cleaner than they likely 
would under conditions 
in a typical home. In 
several cases, the testing 
lab operated the Hy-C fur-
naces based on directions 
provided by the manufac-
turer, even though those 
directions were contrary 
to the testing guidelines set 
out by the EPA. Yet, nearly 
five months later, Hy-C is 

continuing to advertise its 
wood furnaces as compli-
ant and representatives of 
Lamppa Manufacturing 
are increasingly frustrated 
that the EPA has failed to 
take steps to stop Hy-C 
from making claims that 
their own testing does not 
appear to support. 

“It’s definitely having 
an impact, especially this 
heating season,” said 
Garrett Lamppa, who 
handles much of the mar-
keting for the company, 
owned by his father Daryl 
Lamppa. “The problem 
the EPA has is they cer-
tified these things a year 
ago, even though they 

only passed one of the 
four test burns,” said 
Garrett. “If the American 
Lung Association or these 
other manufacturers who 
haven’t been certified 
knew about this, they’d be 
up in arms.”

In a June 30 email, 
EPA’s Johnson puts the 
onus for the improper 
testing described in the 
March 25 memo on the 
company and the testing 
lab. “Some of what lies 
within this document is 
the responsibility of the 
manufacturer, some of it 
the lab should have taken 
steps to avoid,” wrote 
Johnson responding to 
questions from Lamppa 
Manufacturing owner 
Daryl Lamppa and plant 
manager Dale Horihan. 

Part of the problem, 
according to Garrett 
Lamppa, may be a lack of 
expertise on the part of the 
EPA officials overseeing 
the certification process. 
The competing furnaces 
ended up with certifica-
tion, says Garrett, because 
the staff at both the EPA 
and the testing lab didn’t 
catch the fact that the 
test burns had been done 
improperly. It was Daryl 
Lamppa, who is highly 
knowledgeable about the 
mechanics of wood-burn-
ing, who reviewed docu-
mentation of the testing 
and spotted the errors. 
He then alerted the EPA, 
prompting the agency to 
investigate.

Now, five months after 
the agency acknowledged 
testing errors that should 
invalidate three of the four 
test burns on the Hy-C 

furnaces, folks at Lamppa 
Manufacturing are looking 
to understand how their 
competitor can continue to 
sell its product as meeting 
the 2020 standard.

When  con tac t ed 
by the Timberjay, EPA 
officials insist they’re 
currently conducting an 
evaluation of the issue and 
will “determine any appro-
priate follow up actions,” 
although they declined 
to provide a timeline for 
when those actions might 
be undertaken.

The EPA is responsi-
ble for issuing certifica-
tions, as well as monitoring 
compliance with the pro-
visions of its wood heater 
program. In a statement 
provided on background, 
agency officials note 
that “failure to comply 
with these requirements 
may result in a revoca-
tion of their certification 
and enforcement action, 
including penalties as 
specified under the Clean 
Air Act.”

That offers only 
limited comfort to Lamppa 
officials as the ramp-up 
to the heating season gets 
underway, with compet-
ing furnaces still for sale. 
“Those customers are 
buying these furnaces with 
the assumption that they’re 
getting something efficient 
and clean burning and 
they’re not,” said Garrett. 
“It passed because they 
didn’t test it correctly.”

Horihan, while con-
cerned about the situa-
tion, is less convinced 
that Lamppa will lose 
large numbers of sales to 
its cheaper competitor. 
The Lamppa furnaces are 
built much heavier, as a 
high-quality, long-term 
investment and Horihan 
believes that puts their 
product in a higher end 
slot in the market. 

“I think it will impact 
sales to some extent, we’re 
really selling to a different 
clientele for the most part,” 
he said. 

Lamppa Manufacturing in Tower is the only  
wood furnace maker in the world to have have 
met strict EPA standards. photo by M. Helmberger

                                        

          

SMOKE TESTING & SEWER SURVEY TO BE DONE
AUGUST 25, 26 & 27

Inspection crews will be conducting a physical survey of the sanitary 
sewer system in Tower and Soudan, Tuesday, Aug. 25 through Thursday, 
Aug. 27. This study will involve the opening and entering of manholes 
in the streets and easements. An important task of the survey will be 
“SMOKE TESTING” of the sewer lines to locate breaks or defects in the 
sewer pipe system. The smoke that you see coming from the vent stacks 
on houses or from holes in the ground is NON-TOXIC, HARMLESS, 
HAS NO ODOR, AND CREATES NO FIRE HAZAARD. 
The smoke should not enter your home unless you have defective 
plumbing or dried-up drain traps. If this occurs, you should consult a 
licensed plumber. In any event, if the harmless smokes can enter 
through faulty plumbing, the potential exists for dangerous sewer gases 
to enter your home. Should smoke enter your home, you may contact a 
member of the smoke testing crew working in the area, and they will be 
pleased to help and check with you as to where and why the smoke is 
entering your home. If you have any seldom used drains, please pour 
water in the drain to fill the trap, which will prevent sewer gases or odors 
from entering the building.
Some sewer lines and manholes are located on the backyard easement 
property line. Whenever these lines require investigation, members of 
the inspection crew will need access to the easements for the sewer 
lines and manholes. Homeowners do not need to be home and the 
workmen will not need to enter your house.
Photographs will be made of leaks occurring in the system. We 
anticipate the smoke testing will require approximately three days to 
complete. Your cooperation is appreciated. The information gained 
from this study will be used to improve the local sewer service in 
Tower and Soudan and may reduce the eventual cost to taxpayers.
Should you have any questions, please contact Matt Tuchel, 
Wastewater Plant Operator, at 218-780-2560 or email:
towersoudanwater@accessmn.com.

Thank You,
Tower Breitung Wastewater Board

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 14 & 21, 2020

DISCLOSURES: *On approved credit with GM Financial. 0% APR avail-
able up to 84 months. Not compatible with some other offers. **3.39% up 
to 72 months and 120 day payment deferral on new vehicle purchase and 
approved credit. Not compatible with some other offers. Restrictions apply. 

See dealer for details. Take delivery from dealer stock by 8/31/2020
   PREOWNED DEALS!

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn
Koski

Les 
Hujanen

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

Calvin
Jolly Terry

Carlson

$25,990
$19,990
$13,990
$23,990

$18,990
$16,990  

$25,990
$ 26,990
$  9,990
$13,990
$13,990
$11,990

2019 BUICK REGAL SPORTBACK..7K MILES, LOADED!......
2019 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT..LEASE RETURN SAVINGS...
2019 NISSAN SENTRA SV...GREAT MPG!..............................
2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT AWD..CAJUN RED!..........
2017 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED AWD............................
         CERTIFIED PREOWNED..............................................
2017 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER SPORT 4X4..25K MILES...
2017 BUICK ENVISION PRERERRED AWD...........................
         LEASE RETURN SAVINGS!.............................................
2016 RAM BIGHORN 4X4 ECO..3.0 DIESEL..LOW MILES...
2015 KIA SORENTO LX......CLEAN ONE OWNER!...............
2015 CHEVROLET TRAX LT AWD......ONLY 27K MILES!......
2013 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY...LOW MILES..........
2014 CHEVY MALIBU LS....GREAT VALUE..........................

CHEVROLETCHEVROLET
OPEN ROAD SALES EVENTOPEN ROAD SALES EVENT

NEED A BREAK? Ask Us How To Defer 
Your Payments Up To 120 Days!**

2021 CHEVROLET TAHOE LT 4X4
MSRP $63,650
Sale Price 

$60,695
SAVE $2,955

2020 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT
MSRP $28,440
Sale Price 

$25,092
SAVE $3,348

Available 3.39% APR
Up to 72 Months**

2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO

MSRP $40,170
Sale Price 

$34,791
SAVE $5,379

Available 3.39% APR
Up to 72 Months**

2020 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

MSRP $52,380
Sale Price

$44,753
SAVE $7,627

Available 3.39% APR
Up to 72 Months**

RST CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4X4

CREW CAB LONG BOX Z71

Aaron
Bevington

Subscribe to the Timberjay / Call  218-753-2950



of the two-story dwelling 
fails to meet the minimum 
requirements of city and 
state building codes.

Based on recommen-
dations from Ely’s build-
ing official Doug Whitney, 
the council adopted a 
resolution on Nov. 5, 2019, 
ordering several steps of 
remediation. While some 
of the blight conditions 
were corrected by a Jan. 1 
deadline, another deadline 
passed last week without 
roof repairs being complet-
ed. And the city building 
official described addi-
tional blight conditions 
that have surfaced this 
summer.

Whitney presented his 
evidence of the uncom-
pleted roof repairs and 
additional public safety 
hazard conditions Tuesday 
night and asked the council 
to weigh in.

“Now it is up to the 
council to decide what the 
next step is,” he said. “We 
can raze the building, fine 
(the owner) or give him 
more time.”

Whitney said that 
windows that were falling 
out last year were boarded 
over, but other windows on 
the dwelling are in disre-
pair. Loose siding on the 
house still exists.

Whitney then asked 
the homeowner if he had 
talked to any contrac-
tors about completing 
the work. Kess appeared 
disinterested in addressing 
the issue.

“I doesn’t matter to me 
whether I comment on this 
or not,” he said.

The building official 
appeared willing to give 
Kess another 30 days to 
get the roof work done if 
he had a roofer lined up.

Mayor Chuck Novak 
weighed in on the matter 
by saying, “Getting a con-
tractor is tough up here.”

Whitney responded 
that more than a dozen 
roofs were installed on 
houses around the city so 
far this summer.

Novak asked for the 
council to proceed on the 
matter with a motion.

Counci l  member 
Angela Campbell said, “I 
have a concern because the 
property has stood vacant 
for more than 10 years. 
The property is a hazard. 
I am concerned for those 
citizens who are walking 
the sidewalks. I am con-
cerned for the adjacent 
neighbor. This can’t go on. 
It is unacceptable.”

Novak reiterated that 
he did not know what 

the next step should be 
because the council did not 
receive a recommendation.

“If we were in a big 
metro city, this would 
be a slam dunk because 
nobody knows anybody. 
Here we know everybody. 
That makes for a tough 
decision,” he said.

Counci l  member 
Albert Forsman noted 
that decisions on other 
properties around the city 
in similar states of disre-
pair “have been pushed 
back.” He said that the 
council does expect results 
on these issues.

“Councilman Kess 

knows this. We can’t sit 
back idly forever on this,” 
he said. 

Forsman said he was 
“not willing to take action” 
right now. “You have to 
find a way to get this done 
or show some progress 
on this. We have to be 
responsible to all of our 
constituents,” he said.

Council members 
continued to discuss the 
matter and the suggestion 
was made that the council 
could have regular updates 
on these issues from the 

building official. Whitney 
seemed to agree that he 
could provide periodic 
updates on progress of 
blight condition orders.

Counci l  member 
Heidi Omerza asserted 
that it should not be the 
building official’s job 
to inform the council on 
progress.

“The onus is on the 
property owner to be con-
tacting us. I don’t think this 
is Doug’s fault, is what I’m 
trying to say,” she said. 
“I’m not willing to wait 
much longer on this.”

Kess finally spoke up, 
saying he contacted “well 
over a dozen” roofing 
contractors.

“The coronavirus 
slowed everything down,” 
he said, and added that it 
is difficult “to promise 
a drop-dead date on 

someone else’s labor.”
City Attorney Kelly 

Klun reminded council 
members that they already 
issued an order on the 
property.

“Corrective action 
should have been taken 
by Aug. 15 or the city 
will move for summary 
enforcement of the order,” 
she said. “How fast the city 
moves on this is contingent 
on the clerk-treasurer and 
building official. From the 
council’s standpoint, you 
have already ordered it.”

During the open forum 
portion of the agenda at the 
end of the meeting, Kess’s 
neighbor Lottie Pinckney, 
of 114 E. Harvey St., 
voiced her opinion on the 
matter.

“I have monitored him 
since back in September,” 
she said. “He has accused 
me that my stuff on my 
property is in his way to 
do things. Well, I am not 
accommodating Mr. Kess 
anymore. He doesn’t have 
the gall to even talk to me 
about anything. There is no 
way he can do work without 
coming onto my property. I 
am not going to continue to 
accommodate him.”

Pinckney continued, 
“(Kess) doesn’t even live 
there. He uses it as his own 
personal storage unit. Rain 
has come down through 
the roof. Pigeons go in 
and out of there. My cat 
has caught all kinds of 
mice over there. For two 
months, he didn’t mow his 
weeds or lawn. I had to call 
on this several times. I’m 
sick and tired of looking at 
that place. I would rather 
it be razed. He’s had 10 
years to do all this. And 
he’s a council member? I 
shame him all the time on 
Facebook and I will con-
tinue that. I would never 
vote for him.”

As he adjorned the 
meeting, Novak said, 
“This wouldn’t be hap-
pening if it was next door 
to me.”

The issue will be 
back before the council 
at their Sept. 1 meeting. 
The city clerk will likely 
move ahead with summary 
enforcement on the order 
unless an appeal is filed.
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SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS

Merhar’s Ace Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

PRICES GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2020

210 S River St, Cook MN 55723
Open: Thur-Fri: 10 AM-4 PM, Sat: 9 AM-1 PM

nwfamn.org@gmail.com   •   www.nwfamn.org

Local arts and crafts
for viewing and sales

ART
GALLERY

ARTART
GALLERYGALLERY

Ely Community Health Center 

Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.
Providing NO COST basic healthcare

and referrals
111 S 4th Ave E, Ely

Volunteer opportunities also available

BLIGHT...Continued from page 1

F I E L D  T W P . - 
Preparing for students 
to return to school in the 
midst of the COVID-
19 pandemic is unlike 
anything North Woods 
Principal John Vukmanich 
and his staff have experi-
enced, but they’re enthu-
siastically anticipating 
seeing students again as 
they go through the rigors 
of making the environ-
ment safe, healthy, and 
conducive to learning.

“The morale and 
attitude of the staff is 
positive,” Vukmanich 
said on Tuesday. “I think 
they’re ready to get back 
to as much normalcy as 
possible. I think the social 
part of school is super 
important, not just for 
the kids but for the staff 
as well.”

Vukmanich  was 
j o i n e d  b y  d i s t r i c t 
Superintendent Reggie 
Engebritson to talk about 
preparations at North 

Woods.
Students haven’t been 

at the school since classes 
were suspended in mid-
March, and Vukmanich 
said that the effects of the 
long layoff could show 
during the first few weeks 
of school.

“When kids come 
back in, they always 
come back with a summer 
regression, dependent on 
different activities kids 
do in the summer,” he 
said. “That may be more 
apparent, so as we start the 
school year we’re mindful 
that may present more of 
an extra challenge than a 
normal start would. I think 
the kids are going to be all 
over the board at the start.”

As distance learning 
will be part of the plan 
since students in all grade 
levels have the option 
to do distance learning 
exclusively, Vukmanich 
said the school has been 
trying to use lessons 
learned last spring to make 
the process simpler and 
more effective.

“We’re streamlining 
the number of technology 
platforms we’re going to 
use, which will stream-
line the distance learning 
process for parents as 
well,” he said. “High 
school will be primarily 
on Google Classroom, 
and elementary will be 
primarily on SeeSaw.”

Vukmanich said that 
all classrooms with have 
an iPad to provide for 
utilizing Zoom for dis-
tance learning students 
to view classes in real 
time. Teachers will also 
be recording lessons for 
students to view.

Engebritson said 
that the district recently 
offered additional train-
ing for teachers in online 
learning, and that the 
district is planning to have 
distance learning coordi-
nators to facilitate contact 
with students and parents, 
depending on the number 
of students who are utiliz-
ing distance learning.

And while staff have 
been busy rearranging 

classrooms and putting 
up signs and laying down 
tape to promote social dis-
tancing and various health 
practices, Vukmanich 
hopes school will have a 
feeling of normalcy, too.

“We’re planning 
on having classes in as 
normal a fashion as we 
can,” he said. “We’re 
not planning on isolating 
classes at this time. Our 
high school kids will still 
be going from class to 
class like they would in a 
normal year.”

Vukmanich noted that 
the school’s maintenance 
staff will have added 
responsibilities to ensure 
spaces and equipment are 
cleaned and sanitized.

“They’re going to be 
doing more cleaning than 
normal,” he said. “High-
traffic, high-touch areas 
will be a minimum of three 
cleanings a day. They’ll 
be making sure they clean 
the playground equipment 
every day, as well as the 
classrooms.”

While some districts 

and schools are choos-
ing to have students eat 
lunch in their classrooms, 
Vukmanich said that’s not 
the desired plan for North 
Woods.

“We’re still hoping 
we can do hot lunch like 
normal, with appropriate 
spacing as they go through 
the line,” he said. “Our 
hope is that we can still use 
the commons and space 
the students out, facint 
the same direction. They 
do eat in separate shifts 
already, but we have also 
started discussing about 
having kids’ lunch times 
staggered.”

As the school zeroes 
in on the number of stu-
dents who will be attend-
ing in person, Vukmanich 
has been working with 
teacher teams to look at 
how to best configure their 
classrooms.

“We’ve been talking 
about physically spacing 
the kids as much as we 
can,” he said. “That might 
look different in different 
rooms depending on how 

many kids they have and 
whether they have desks 
or tables.”

“Right now we’re 
socially distancing to 
the best of our ability,” 
Engebritson added.

Vukmanich  sa id 
they’re still developing 
plans for how to handle 
larger classes like band 
and choir.

Teachers are also 
being encouraged to utilize 
the outdoors for activities 
as long as weather permits, 
Vukmanich said.

Both Engebritson 
and Vukmanich said that 
they’ve received emails 
from parents wondering 
about various aspects of 
the plans. The district 
posted its comprehensive 
back-to-school plan on 
the district website on 
Tuesday, and emailed it 
to parents as well, and 
Engebritson said that 
she’s getting as much 
updated information out 
as she can to help parents 
plan.

North Woods School preps for return to in-person learning
by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

Missing siding and a 
generally run-down 
condition of an aban-
doned house at 106 
E. Harvey St. that is 
owned by an Ely city 
council member. 
photo by K. Vandervort

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

Call for Reservations

Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

P R O V E N



Drobac said Ralston 
told her she could present 
those extra hours, like 
for elections, election 
training, or clerk training, 
for pay. But Drobac told 
The Timberjay there was 
no board policy on that 
matter, and she had no idea 
if she actually would be 
paid for those hours. She 
had been told to limit her 
time to 12 hours per week, 
so she had.

Drobac also informed 
Ralston that Deputy Clerk 
John Bassing has sent a 
letter of resignation, which 
the board accepted.

In the letter, which 
was not read aloud at the 
meeting, Bassing told the 
board that he was resigning 
due to the fact he was not 
able to attend any train-
ings or put in time at the 
office without prior board 
approval.

“This renders my 
position in name only,” 
he said.

Drobac also informed 
Ralston that she would 
be appointing Jeff Maus 
as her new deputy clerk. 
The board has no authority 
over the designation of 
either clerk or treasurer 
deputies. Drobac told 
Ralston that since Maus 
had not received any train-
ing yet, he could not take 
minutes, and that one of 
the board members needed 
to take minutes and then 
submit the typed minutes 
to Drobac.

In the past, Drobac 
said, she would work as 
long as was needed to 
complete her clerk duties, 
but now, as an hourly-paid 
clerk, she was limiting her 
time to her paid hours. 

Ralston opened the 
meeting, held via tele-
conference, and said he 
would be taking notes, 
apologizing for any delays 
that might occur. All 
five supervisors plus new 
interim treasurer Belinda 
Fazio were present on 
the call.

There were numerous 
problems with supervisors 
not having all the mate-
rials they needed for the 
meeting. Drobac has left 
the meeting materials in 
the township office for 
supervisors to make their 
own copies, she said, since 
she had run out of time. 
She also had not had time 
to prepare an agenda and 
post it on the website, 
so Ralston had prepared 
the agenda, but never 
posted it online. She had 
made a digital copy of the 
packet available which 
was emailed to those who 
requested it.

The telephone con-
nection once again was 
shaky. There was a lot 
of noise when supervi-
sors started and stopped 
talking, and at one point it 
was very difficult to under-
stand the chairman, with 
the connection cutting out 
every few words, and he 
had to switch to a different 
phone. At one point there 
was a loud flushing noise, 
origin unknown.

Belinda Fazio gave 
her first treasurer’s report, 
noting the township had 
received $137,187 in 
revenue last month. The 
beginning fund balance 
was $535,378, disburse-

ments were $27,145, and 
the ending fund balance 
was $646,740. Receipts 
included $89,182 in prop-
erty tax apportionment, 
$22,500 in a federal 
CARES Act grant, $5,933 
in township aid, $5,606 
in federal PILT payments 
(payment in lieu of taxes), 
$5,000 fire department 
grant, $4,000 for the 
second half payment for 
the fire contract with St. 
Louis County, $1,912 in 
fire department training 
funds, $1,714 in taconite 
tax relief, and assorted 
smaller payments.

The town board has 
yet to have a substantive 
discussion on the budget.  
Ralston had included some 
projections in the packet 
which showed the town-
ship’s year-end unrestrict-
ed fund balance dripping 
from $608,022 in 2020 to 
$456,522 in 2022. Ralston 
said he was concerned to 
see the township’s reserves 

dropping below township 
annual spending.

“We have to be very 
careful with spending 
moving forward,” he said.

Ralston said he would 
like to see township sala-
ries cut for the treasurer 
and supervisors, equiva-
lent to the cuts made last 
month to the clerk’s salary.  
“But I don’t think we 
should cut the fire depart-
ment wages,” he said. 
“Without a fire department 
there is no need for the 
township. We have a very 
stable fire department.”

Supervisor Carmen 
DeLuca said he was not in 
favor of making any cuts 
at this time.

“I want to see this on 
paper,” he said, noting 
he did not have a copy 
of Ralston’s notes. “I am 
not voting for anything 
tonight.”

“We have basically 
decimated our reserves,” 
said Ralston. “I agree that 

having a million dollars in 
the bank was too high, but 
now we are below what 
is recommended by the 
Minnesota Association of 
Townships.”

Ralston agreed to 
postpone the budget dis-
cussion once again.

“We don’t have to act 
on it tonight,” he said.

When DeLuca tried to 
bring up the budget issue 
again, Ralston shut down 
the discussion and moved 
on to the next agenda item.
Other business

In other business, the 
board:

 Heard the board 
had received a consid-
erable amount of cor-
respondence from Lee 
Peterson concerning 
the Tower Ambulance 
Commission, including 
emails between Peterson 
and Timberjay Publisher 
Marshall Helmberger. 
Ralston noted the town-

ship was waiting for 
their attorney to review 
the final version of the 
contract, but noted the 
township was sending out 
their first half per capita 
payment of $4,000 to the 
city of Tower.

 Heard from John 
Bassing that neither Paul 
Bunyan nor CTC was able 
to work with Greenwood 
Township on a broadband 
service grant this year. 
Both were committed to 
projects in other areas. 
The broadband commit-
tee was meeting with 
one other provider, but 
it would be too late to 
apply for the state Border 
to Border grant program 
this year.

“We are on hold until 
next year,” Bassing said.

 Passed a motion 
to support and certify the 
2021 levy for $150,000. 
The town board had asked 
residents to approve a levy 
of $250,000 without sub-

mitting a 2021 budget for 
review. But at the annual 
meeting, residents only 
approved $150,000.

 Heard from Fire 
Chief Dave Fazio who 
said the department would 
like to look at again 
raising the PERA pension 
amount. The amount was 
raised from $1,900 to 
$2,500 earlier this year. 
Fazio said the depart-
ment’s current account 
is funding at almost 200-
percent of its liabilities.

“That’s a lot of money 
that can’t go anywhere,” 
he said, and said he would 
like to see the pension 
amount increased until 
the balance is closer to 
100-percent funded. At 
this point the fund is 
healthy enough that it does 
not require any township 
contribution. In the past, 
the township has made 
annual pension payments.

EMERGENCY SERVICES

TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                          August 21, 2020   9 

CLERK...Continued from page 1

VERMILION LAKE 
TWP— The volunteer 
fire department here has 
been awarded a $73,333 
grant from the federal 
Aid to Firefighters Grant 
program for the purchase 
of new self-contained 
breathing apparatus, or 
SCBA. 

The department had 
identified replacement 
of SCBA, along with 
the replacement of the 
department’s primary 
water tender, as its top two 
priorities last year. The 
department purchased a 
newer tender earlier this 
year with department 

savings, and the federal 
grant will now cover the 
cost of the purchase of 
new SCBA. 

“The new packs will 
have integrated PASS 
alarms, thermal imaging, 
and a tremendous amount 
of weight reduction over 
the department’s current 

SCBA,” said Vermilion 
Lake Chief Steve Lotz. 
“That makes for less 
fatigue, more safety, and 
more effective firefight-
ing, which wouldn’t have 
been possible without the 
AFG dollars.”

V e r m i l i o n  L a k e 
Township will be required 

to provide a five-per-
cent match as part of 
the proposal to purchase 
new SCBA for members 
of the department. No 
other area departments 
were awarded funding as 
part of this most recent 
announcement. Other 
AFG awards are expected 

to be announced in the 
coming weeks. 

The AFG program is 
funded through the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, with allocations 
from Congress. 

 

Vermilion Lake Fire awarded grant for breathing equipment
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COVID...Continued from page 1
it was 65 years old,” she 
said. “Now, in August, it 
is 24 years old.”

Growth in the case 
numbers with people 
between 20 and 29 years 
has been a significant 
driver of the increase 
the past two months, 
Mirsch said, but in the 
past two weeks it’s been 
those between six and 
19 years-old who have 
had the largest number 
of new cases among any 
age group. However, the 
newer cases in that group 
are bunched at the older 
end of the range.

“The vast majority are 
in the 17, 18, and 19-year-
old range,” Mirsch said. 
“Only six percent are under 
the age of 10. The majority 
are associated with com-
munity transmission.”

That trend and the 
data behind it are import-
ant as a return to school 
draws near. Mirsch said 
the department has been 
working with school offi-
cials throughout the county 
to help them understand 
how the data relates to their 
particular districts as they 
develop their health and 
safety plans.

“Every Thursday we 
are sending an updated 
data brief to all of our 
superintendents and heads 
of charter schools. Later 
this week we will be 
releasing our up-to-date 
zip code data,” she said. 
“We’re going to overlay 
our school district bound-
aries, again to provide the 
best information we can to 
school districts.”

Mirsch said that 
school districts outside of 
the Duluth metro area were 
“solidly under” the bar for 
rolling out in-person learn-
ing in September.

Aubrie Hoover is a 
public health educator and 
the health department’s 
liaison with school dis-
tricts in northern St. Louis 
County. She said she’s 
been fielding questions 
from teachers, administra-
tors, and superintendents 
about how to work with the 
COVID guidelines.

With large metro-
politan school districts 
around the country making 
headlines for students 
and staff being diagnosed 
with COVID-19 right 
at the outset of reopen-
ing, it’s not surprising 
that one question on the 
minds of administrators 
has been whether they 
should have all students 
and staff pre-tested for the 
virus before school begins.

Hoover’s data-driven 
answer to them has been 
no.

“Our numbers are 
relatively low,” she said. 
“Our numbers today as 
they stand do not warrant 
a testing event prior to 
school opening, and that’s 
actually a good thing. 
If anyone is sick, we’re 
asking that they stay home 
and if they have symptoms 
that are COVID-like we’re 
asking them to reach out 
to their healthcare pro-
viders.”

Another prevalent 
question has been how 
schools should handle a 
suspected COVID case 
that’s discovered after they 
reopen.

“St. Louis County has 
developed a case inves-
tigation team that will 
be working closely with 
MDH and their contact 
tracing team,” Hoover 
said. “In the event someone 
in any one of our schools 
tests positive, these two 
teams would come in to 
work directly with the 
schools to determine who 
that positive case had 
interactions with.”

If the contacts are 49 
or fewer, individuals will 

be contacted directly and 
referred to local health 
care providers. If it’s 50 
or more, Hoover said, the 
county and MDH would 
conduct a testing event for 
that school.

Mirsch and Hoover 
are also parents with 
school-age children, so 
they understand the things 
parents are wrestling with 
as they make decisions 
about whether or not to 
send their children back 
to school. 

“This year there’s no 
right or wrong answer,” 
Hoover said. “Family by 
family, it’s going to vary. 
Even within families they 
may be making different 
decisions for each of their 
children, depending on 
their needs.”

Mirsch noted that 

she’s been hearing that a 
lot of districts are seeing 
about 20 percent of their 
families choose distance 
learning. Hoover said the 
resulting smaller in-person 
class sizes might make 
a difference for parents 
who are unsure about what 
to do.

“The schools are 
seeing a decrease in their 
class numbers,” Hoover 

said. “Where they had 
maybe 20 to 25, they’re 
seeing under 20 this year. 
If you know your class is 
going to be smaller, you 
know your child is going 
to be interacting with less 
children.”

As the department 
has conducted training for 
schools, and through her 
interactions with various 
districts, Hoover had high 

praise for the collabora-
tion among districts as 
they have shared tips and 
strategies.

“I’ve been in awe of 
the partnerships involved 
and the teamwork,” she 
said. “They have put in so 
much work, and my appre-
ciation is off the charts, 
especially as a mother of 
four with kids in school 
this year.”

Mirsch said the depart-
ment would continue to 
support local decisions, 
planning, and responses.

“These are big deci-
sions for our schools and 
big decisions that impact 
children and families,” she 
said. “We’re just trying our 
best to be a good resource.”
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

 INNOVATION

Dancers Gracie Pointer, Brooke 
Pasmick, Phoebe Helms and Cora 
Olson shine during their recent 
performance.

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff writer

PERFORMING ARTS

See HARVEST...pg. 2B

photos by K. Vandervort

Dance... in a world transformed

See  DANCE..pg. 2B

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Reflections Dance Company pivots in the reality of a pandemic

Harvest 
Nation a 
finalist for 
Minnesota 
Cup award
Ag start-up plans 
facility in former 
Soudan physics lab

ELY – Ely runners in grades 
7-12 were mostly bright-eyed and 
bushy-tailed Monday morning as 
they began their cross country fall 
training at the U.S. Forest Service 
Station parking lot here.

All athletes were run through 
a quick medical query and tem-
perature checks before lining 
up for warm ups with Coach 
Jayne Dusich. Runners started 
out in jackets and sweatshirts as 

temperatures hovered just below 
50 degrees and long shadows 
were cast in the early morning 
sunshine.

Runners are alternating team 
training locations at the Forest 
Service and Van Vac Road boat 
launch as they gear up for the 
season. Practices are held in the 
early mornings Monday thru 
Thursday. Runners will gather 
even in drizzle, light rain or 
snow, but practice is canceled 
in thunder, lightning or pouring 
rain, Dusich said. “If they have a 

fever, cough, shortness of breath, 
sore throat or any other symptoms 
of illness, we want them to stay 
home, too, of course.”

The 2020 cross country 
season in Ely is one of few 
sports being conducted this fall 

Ely cross country in training for upcoming season
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See  RUNNERS...pg. 2B

Right: Members of the Ely 
Cross Country team are 
building their endurance for 
the season just ahead.

ELY – The Reflections Dance 
Company’s summer show was truly 
a lesson in resilience. “Home on 

Earth: COVID-19 Style” was introduced to 
local audiences this past weekend at Ely’s 
Historic State Theater. What wasn’t obvious 
was the drastic change of direction made 
by the dance students this past spring as 
the coronavirus turned their choreography 
world upside down.

Some 100 people over two days were 
treated to both a live showcase and a big 
screen film preview. The production was 
made possible by a grant from the Donald G. 
Gardner Humanities Trust with support from 
the Northern Lakes Arts Association. The 
full-length dance movie will be released on 
YouTube in December, according to Molly 
Olson, of Reflections Dance Company.

“It was a unique experience to pivot 
quickly from live classes and rehearsals 
to virtual ones this spring,” Olson said. 
“The process of creating choreography for 
the screen is different than creating for the 
stage.” 

White Pine Productions filmed and 
edited the production with Jacob White as 
the videographer.

“We took some pieces and just recorded 
snippets of dancers moving to the music, then 
Jacob was able to mix these pieces together 
to create a feeling that matched the story in 
the music,” she said. “One of the pieces ends 
with footage of three dancers overlaid and 
fading out to show them as ghosts set to the 
song ‘Dance in the Graveyards.’ This effect 
would not have been possible live on stage, 
so it is yet another silver lining to living in 
the age of COVID-19.” 

The music that was recorded for the film 
used layers of tracks with the instrumentals 
being recorded first, then the vocals added 

TOWER– A chance 
meeting between Dani Pieratos 
and a Soudan Underground 
Mine State Park official last 
winter at a local food tourism 
meeting may turn into a double 
windfall for Harvest Nation. 
That meeting sparked an 
innovative plan for an indoor 
aeroponics farm in the mine’s 
former high energy physics 
lab, which is now one of 27 
finalists in the 2020 Minnesota 
Cup Business Competition 
hosted by the University of 
Minnesota’s Carlson School 
of Management.

Harvest Nation’s start-
up business pitch centers 
around indoor food produc-
tion through aeroponics, with 
direct sales to individuals and 
families as what’s known 
as a CSA, or Community-
Supported Agriculture. That 
model represents an alter-
native to mainstream food 
distribution. 

Its first farm, planned for 
construction in the Soudan 
Underground Mine, is a three-
year pilot project that will 
expand into a full commercial 
venture in four to five years 
if it can prove the viability of 
the concept. The vision for the 
pilot project is to provide a 
local source of quality, healthy 
food direct to area families, 
while showcasing the future 
of aeroponic technology 
and indoor agriculture for 
long-term food and nutrition 
security.

Aeroponics is a relatively 
new method of soil-less food 
production that uses a constant 
misting of plants with water 
and nutrients, to achieve rapid 
growth.

“The beauty of the under-
ground space and why it’s so 
great for Harvest Nation is that 
it has fairly constant tempera-
tures throughout the year and 
great height capacity,” said 
Pieratos, sales and marketing 
director for Harvest Nation. 
The aeroponics system would 
go up 30 feet, perfect for the 
underground room’s 40-foot 

 photo by K. Vandervort
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CALLING ALL RANCH HANDS

HARVEST...Continued from page 1B

Team penning and ranch sorting event set for Aug. 28-30

after that.
“The singers were able 

to record in their homes, 
while the other musicians 
met and stayed physically 
distant while playing,” 
Olson said.

“We were able to 
accommodate dancers 
who needed to be filmed 
in small groups so that we 
could keep socially distant, 
and use Jacob’s expertise 
to combine the footage 
so that all dancers could 
appear in the pieces,” she 
said. “Our older dancers 
did meet for rehearsals in 
person at outdoor loca-

tions and that helped them 
prepare for the live show as 
well as the filming. Using 

family groups and people 
who had already been in a 
quarantine bubble together 

gave us the ability to still 
incorporate some lifts and 
group work.”

The live show fea-
tured just four or five 
dancers onstage at a time, 
so the company was able 
to physically distance. 
The audience was limited 
in numbers and wore pro-
tective face masks. 

“The challenges we 
faced were numerous, 
but the dedication of the 
people involved in the 
show ensured that the 
movie is creative and still 
interesting to watch,” 
Olson added. “We are so 
fortunate to have a group 
of talented individuals 
who love being part of the 

Reflections productions.”
The dance company 

featured Brooke Pasmick, 
Phoebe Helms, Cora 
Olson, Kahsha Hyde, 
Gracie Pointer, Johnnie 
Hyde, Tara Johnson, Molly 
Olson, Maria Paschke, and 
Crystal Poppler.

The musicians were 
Irene Hartfield (musical 
director,  keyboards, 
vocals, production), Jef 
Cerniak (bass), Joey Kenig 
(guitar, vocals, songwrit-
ing), Sarah Mason (vocals, 
percussion), and Karin 
Schmidt (vocals, percus-
sion).

ceilings.
“It’s cool we can con-

tinue the legacy of futur-
istic technologies down 
there,” said Pieratos. 

“After a successful 
pilot and perfecting our 
business model we are 
looking to go full com-
mercial in the mine by 
year four and at peak will 
be able to serve up to 1,500 
to 1,600 customers.”

“I feel very confi-
dent,” Pieratos said about 
getting the space. “We 
are negotiating an MOU 
(memorandum of under-
standing).” 

Last year, Harvest 
Nation did not advance 
beyond the semifinals in 
the Business Cup com-
petition. The team, which 
includes four women, all 
members of the Bois Forte 
Band, is ecstatic that their 

progress last year did not 
go unnoticed. Pieratos said 
she believes this unique 
growing space design 
utilizing the underground 
mine helped them make it 
to the finals this year.

The team received 
technical assistance from 
DesignU, a self-operated 
entrepreneurial club orga-
nized by U of M students, 
to co-create modular grow 
bins that can accommodate 
a larger variety of crop 
sizes, which equates to 
more cost-effectiveness 
in their operation. Pieratos 
described the space as like 
an upside-down tent that 
can accommodate differ-
ent root depths.

Division winners will 
take home $30,000 in 
seed capital, with a single 
finalist winning $50,000. 
Harvest Nation is com-

peting in the “Impact 
Ventures” category against 
two other startups, one 
which trains and recruits 
African-American teach-
ers in the Twin Cities, 
and the other which aims 
to help those who cannot 
afford their bail by crowd-
sourcing bail insurance 
amounts up to $5,000.

In a press release last 
spring, Harvest Nation 
announced that they are 
fundraising for a three-
year pilot demonstration 
project starting with 100 
customers, which is now 
expected to cost $1.89 
million for the full three 
years. Fundraising was 
stalled due to available 
funding channels being 
redirected to immediate 
COVID-19 relief efforts. 

So far, Harvest Nation 
has received $35,000 from 

the Blandin Foundation 
and was awarded $15,000 
last year through DEED for 
the best Native American 
business in the running for 
the Business Cup.

The team is gearing 
up to reignite fundraising 
efforts this fall. They plan 
on opening a crowd-fund-
ing campaign and are also 
seeking private donors 
to reach their $1.89 
million goal. They are 
also working with private 
foundations to try to raise 
half a million dollars, and 
then will move to attract 
private investors.

Commitments help, 
too. For those interested 
in pre-registering to be one 
of Harvest Nation’s first 
CSA customers, they have 
an easy online sign-up 
procedure. There are no 
fees involved. There is 

no obligation to commit 
to participating in the 
program at the time of 
actual registration for the 
pilot program. If you reside 
on the Iron Range or Bois 
Forte Reservation and see 
yourself making use of 
Harvest Nation’s produc-
tion, fill out a pre-signup 
form online at https://bit.
ly/2XzCrTY.

They are also working 
on taking EBT and SNAP 
to make their foods more 
affordable to those who 
need it most.  

Harvest Nation sees 
itself as a long-term food 
security and nutrition 
solution. Once financing 
is secured, the farm antici-
pates eight months until its 
first full production cycle. 

There is no date just 
yet as to when this pilot 
farm will start. When it’s 

time, Harvest Nation will 
launch a crowdfunding 
platform to pre-sell sub-
scriptions to the farm. 
It anticipates it will cost 
about $55 per week for a 
subscription produce box, 
and customers will have 
the choice to pay a year’s 
subscription upfront or 
make monthly or bi-week-
ly payments online.

For questions or com-
ments, please contact 
Denise by calling 218-
421-9665, or by email 
at denise@harvestna-
tioninc.com.  To stay 
up to date on the prog-
ress of the Minnesota 
Cup competition, follow 
@Minneso taCup  on 
Instagram and Twitter, and 
sign up for their newsletter 
by emailing hellomncup@
umn.edu 

because of  public health 
orders from the Minnesota 
State High School League 
due to the ongoing coro-
navirus pandemic. Meets 
will be limited to no more 
than three teams, and a 
limited number of meets 
are planned for this season, 
according to Ely School 
Athletic Director Tom 
Coombe.

Ely athletes on the 

swimming team, based in 
Babbitt out of Northeast 
Range High School, also 
started practice this week. 
Swim meets will involve 
no more than two teams, 
according to Coombe.

ISD 696 officials this 
year approved the addi-
tion of a girls soccer 
cooperative with Mesabi 
East. Practice also started 
Monday. One Ely athlete 

signed up to participate.
The Ely Memorial 

High School dance team 
welcomes a new coach, 
Desirae Cram, but their 
season has been pushed 
back until winter.

T h e  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 
school year in Ely begins 
Monday, Sept. 8 with 
in-person learning.

Johnnie Hyde (choreographer), Tara Johnson, Molly Olson, Maria Pas-
chke, and Crystal Poppler perform a number. photo by K. Vandervort

EMBARRASS- The inau-
gural Danny Theel Memorial 
Team Penning and Ranch 
Sorting Event will be held at the 
Embarrass Region Fairgrounds  
from Friday, Aug. 28 through 
Sunday, Aug. 30.

Team penning begins on 
Friday at 4 p.m. and goes until 
dusk. The event continues on 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Ranch sorting will be held 

Sunday from 10 a.m. to noon for 
beginners (non-competitive) and 
1 to 4 p.m. with prizes awarded.

Buckles and cash prizes will 
be awarded to top teams in both 
events. Food will be available 
onsite and primitive camping is 
available.

Team penning has become 
a popular attraction and is a fun 
spectator sport, with plenty of 
action and laughs. Riders try to 

herd three calves into a small 
fenced-in area at the opposite 
end of the arena. They get 30 
seconds, and the calves may or 
may not cooperate. Teams are 
judged on their time and number 
of calves that are penned.

Ranch sorting is another 
timed event, this time with a team 
of two riders who attempt to sort 
10 head of cattle in numerical 
order from one pen to another.

Cost to enter either event is 
$10 per horse and rider. There are 
three riders for team penning, 
and two for ranch sorting.

There is no admission 
charge for spectators. 

This year, the event is being 
held in memory of Danny Theel, 
who passed away last April. 
Theel was an active volunteer 
for the Babbitt Ambulance and 
Fire Department and volun-

teered many years with the St. 
Louis County Rescue Squad. 
He was the vice-chairman of the 
Embarrass Region Fair Board. 
He was active in competitive 
ranch sorting and team penning. 
The Embarrass Fairgrounds 
are located at 4855 Hwy. 21, 
Embarrass. For more informa-
tion, contact Lori Lilienthal at 
218-780-7477 or Jeff Anderson 
at 218-780-3449.
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Ethel Roderick 
E t h e l  “ D o r i s ” 

Roderick, 95, of Cook, 
passed away on Thursday, 
Aug. 6, 2020.  A Celebration 
of Life will be held at 1 
p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 27 
at the Littlefork Lutheran 
Church in Field Township. 
Burial will be in the Field 
Cemetery, followed by a 
luncheon at the church. 
Arrangements are with 
Mlaker Funeral Home of 
Cook.

Doris was born to Carl 
and Sigri (Holter) Scott on 
March 15, 1925 in Cook. 
Doris grew up and attended 
school in Cook, graduating 
from Cook High School in 
1942. Doris met her future 
husband, Donald, in high 
school. He had come with 
his parents from Mason 
City, Iowa, to work on a 
farm in Cook. The couple 

were united in marriage 
on Sept. 27, 1944, in 
Cook. The young couple 
moved to the cities where 
Donald worked construc-
tion. Doris and Don raised 
their children in the cities, 
but returned every summer 
to spend time at their cabin 
on Lake Vermilion. After 
the couple retired, they 
spent their summers at the 
lake cabin and wintered 
in Florida. Sadly, Donald 
passed away in 2003.

Doris loved to sew 
and she constructed many 
quilts; every grandchild 
had a quilt made by 
grandma. Doris enjoyed 
cross stitching, doing 
crossword puzzles, and 
picking blueberries. She 
was an excellent cook and 
baker; every person in her 
family would get a German 
chocolate cake for their 
birthday. Doris passed 
some of her cooking talent 
down to her family; she 
taught them how to make 
her famous lefsa. When 
Doris was in Florida, she 
spent hours walking the 
beach picking seashells.

Doris was a quiet and 
caring person. She also 
had a sharp, quick sense 
of humor and would often 
“knock the socks off” of 
her caregivers with her 

jokes. She also had her own 
funny sayings, like “up to 
your ear-balls”, and her 
family would laugh and tell 
her that it was “eyeballs”, 
grandma…. “eyeballs”. 
Doris was loved and will 
be dearly missed.

Doris is survived by 
her children, Barb (Gary) 
Boutto, Donald Roderick, 
Bev (Warren) Rutledge, 
Janice (Randy) Rogers 
and Joanne (Benny) 
Svien; grandchildren, 
Dawn (Todd) Seopa, 
Dean (Amy) Boutto, Dee 
Ann (Brad) Sandberg, 
Donnie Roderick, Allison 
(Kyle) Koester, Megan 
(Tyrell) Eckdahl, Andrew 
(Heather)  Rut ledge, 
Jeffrey Rogers, Timothy 
(Jen) Rogers, Benjamin 
(Christ ine)  Conklin, 
Jonathan (Megan) Conklin 
and Cassie (Joe) Winter; 
and 20 great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
beloved husband of 58 
years and four months, 
Donald Roderick; brother-
in-law, Bob Roderick; and 
sisters-in-law, Mildred 
Roderick and Agnes Scott. 

Carol E. Abramson
Carol E. Abramson, 

78, of Orr, passed away 
on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 
2020. Funeral services 
will be held at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 22 at 
Mlaker Funeral Home in 
Cook. Visitation will be 
held one hour prior to the 
service. Burial will be in 
the Leiding Cemetery, 
with lunch to follow at 
the Orr American Legion 
Hall in Orr.

Gary F. Rolloff
Gary Fredrick Rolloff, 

81, of Orr, passed away 
on Sunday, June 7, 2020. 
A Memorial Service will 
be held on Wednesday 
Aug. 26, 2020 at 2 P.M. at 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
in Orr. To leave an online 
condolence visit www.
mlakerfuneralhome.com. 

John Manick 
J o h n  “ W e a s e l ” 

Manick, 62, of Orr, passed 
away peacefully with 
his family by his side on 
Monday, Aug. 10, 2020. 
A celebration of life will 
be held at 2 p.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 21 at the Orr 
American Legion Hall in 
Orr. Visitation will be 
held one hour prior to the 
service. Arrangements are 
with Mlaker Funeral Home 
of Cook.

He is survived by his 
children, Jennifer Manick 
and Jesse (Hannah) 
Manick; the mother of 
his children, Lori Johnson 
Manick; grandchildren, 
Kaden and Jace Manick; 
brothers, Mike Manick, 
Rick Manick, Dan (Linda) 
Manick, David (Sandra) 
Manick, Bill Manick, 
Robert Manick and Joe 
(Michelle) Manick; sister, 
Sandra (Dave) Georgeson; 
and many nieces and 
nephews.

George J. 
Stalboerger 

George J. Stalboerger, 
88, of Babbitt, passed 
away on Monday, Aug. 
10, 2020, at St. Luke’s 
Hospital  in  Duluth. 
Graveside services were 
held on Tuesday, Aug. 
18 at Argo Cemetery in 
Babbitt with Deacon Greg 
Hutar officiating. Military 
rites were accorded by the 
Ely Honor Guard. There 
was a potluck gather-
ing at the Hideaway in 
Babbitt after the service. 
Arrangements were with 
Landmark Funeral Home 
in Virginia.

He is survived by 
his wife, Darlene Potter 
Stalboerger of Babbitt; son, 
Mark of Babbitt; daughter, 
Sue (Paul) Scherer of 
Embarrass; grandchil-
dren, John Scherer, Jason 
Stalboerger and Lisa Lintz; 
and great-grandchildren, 
Luke, Blake, Hailey, 
McKinzie and Ove.

James Boney Jr., 
“Gi we gah bow” 

James Boney Jr., “Gi 
we gah bow,” Eagle Clan, 
71, of Eagan, originally of 
Nett Lake, passed away on 
Saturday, Aug. 15, 2020, 
in Minneapolis. He was a 
member of the Bois Forte 
Band of Chippewa and the 
Grand Medicine Society, 
and was honored with 
traditional burial rites. A 
Traditional Wake was 
held on Tuesday, Aug. 18 
at the Nett Lake School. 
A Traditional Service 
was held on Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, also at the Nett 
Lake School. The Spiritual 
Leader was Billy Blackwell 
and Spiritual Advisor 
was Vern Adams. Casket 
bearers were “Chief” 
Pete Boney Jr., Anthony 
Juliano, John Juliano, Jim 
Morrison, Brad Johnson 
and Matthew Boney. 
Honorary Casket bearers 
were Jeffrey Boney, 
Vernon Boney, Kyle 
Juliano, Jason Boney, 
Andyr Jerome and Zachary 
Boney. Burial was in the 
Woodenfrog Cemetery in 
Nett Lake. 

Military Honors were 
accorded by the USMC 
Honor Guard, Bois Forte 
Honor Guard, the Orr 
American Legion Post 
480 Honor Guard and the 
Cook VFW Post 1757 
Honor Guard. To honor 
James, please donate to any 
Veterans service of your 
choice. Arrangements 
were with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook.

 James was born on 
Feb.  26, 1949, in Nett 
Lake, to James Sr. and 
Nancy (Woodenfrog) 
Boney. He attended grade 
school in Nett Lake and 
attended Orr High School. 
He went on to gradu-
ate from Pawnee High 
School in Pawnee, Okla., 
in 1967. In 1968, he attend-
ed Haskell Indian Nations 

University in Lawrence, 
Kansas. In 1969, he joined 
the United States Marine 
Corps and served in the 
Vietnam War from 1969-
1970. He served in the 2nd 
Battalion, 1st Marines as 
a machine gunner MOS, 
earning a Purple Heart 
and Combat Action medal. 
He worked at various 
jobs in Oklahoma City, 
Okla., landscaping jobs 
in Denver, Colo., and 
retired from the United 
States Postal Service 
after serving 18 years in 
Minneapolis.       

 He was an avid 
sports fan, especially of 
the Minnesota Vikings 
and Minnesota Twins. 
He was a good bowler, 
earning several trophies, 
and traveled to many 
tournaments in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., Las Vegas, 
Nev., Aberdeen, S.D., and 
Minneapolis. He and his 
son enjoyed bowling 
together and dominating 
the pins.  He enjoyed har-
vesting wild rice, going to 
powwows, casinos, sport-
ing events, and spending 
time with his family and 
friends. He was a member 
of the American Legion, 
D i sab l ed  Amer i can 
Veterans and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars.

 James is survived 
by his aunt,  Jennie 
Woodenfrog; sisters Irene 
Boney and Mary Ann 
Juliano; longtime com-
panion, Francelia Roy; 
son, Jeffrey Boney; grand-
children, Zachary Martin 
Boney and Alyssa Grace 
Boney; chosen daughter, 
Makayla John; numerous 
nieces and nephews; and 
many friends.

He is preceded in 
death by his father, 
James Boney Sr.; mother, 
Nancy (Woodenfrog) 
Boney; uncles, William 
Woodenfrog, Anthony 
B o n e y  a n d  J o h n 
Woodenfrog; aunt, Mary 
Woodenfrog Strong; 
brothers, Peter Boney Sr., 
Arnold Boney, Kenneth 
Boney and John Boney; 
and sister, Julie Wilde. 

Mary Ann Berg 
Mary Ann Berg, 90, 

a longtime resident of 
Tower, died on Friday, 
Aug. 14, 2020, at her home 
on Eagles Nest Lake. A 
Funeral Mass was held 
on Wednesday, Aug. 19 
at St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church in Tower with 
Fr. Nick Nelson as the 
celebrant. Interment was 
in Lakeview Cemetery in 
Tower. The family wishes 
to extend thanks to Emily 
Hadrava, CNP, and to East 
Range Hospice for the 
care and compassion they 
extended to Mary. Family 
services were provided 
by Bauman-Vermilion, a 
Bauman Family Funeral 
Home in Tower. 

Mary Ann was born 
on June 15, 1930, in 
Soudan, the daughter of 
Joseph and Mary (Tekautz) 
Gornick. She was a gradu-
ate of Tower High School 
and the Duluth School 
of Business. Mary Ann 
was united in marriage 
to Donald Berg at St. 
Martin’s Catholic Church 
in Tower.

Mary Ann worked 
as a homemaker. She 
also worked at the State 
Bank of Tower, Vermilion 
Lumber, Boyer True 
Value, and Vermilion 
Fuel & Food. She was a 
member of St. Martin’s 
Catholic Church, where 
she served on St. Mary’s 
Circle and the Catholic 
Women’s Club. Mary 
Ann was a member of the 
Senior Citizens of Eagles 
Nest. She enjoyed being at 
the lake, playing “Penny 
Canasta” and socializing 
with friends.

Mary Ann is survived 
by her children, Robert 
(Jane) Berg of Tower, 
William Berg of Ely, Mary 
Jo (William) Coldwell of 
Florida, James (Jill) Berg 
of Tower and Dawn (Brad) 
Dahl of Virginia, Minn.; 

sister, Margie Ahearn of 
Arizona; grandchildren, 
Allen (Shannon) Berg, 
Ryan (Heather) Berg, 
Kyle (Malissa) Maki, 
Christopher (Kelsey) 
Coldwell, Katrina (Bob) 
Harmelink, Adam Berg, 
Nathan (Abby) Dahl, Kara 
(fiancée Chris) Dahl and 
Jared Dahl; great-grand-
children, Branden, Emily, 
McKenna,  Cameron, 
Carter, Kira, Perrie, 
Rory and one “on the 
way”; special friend, Jeff 
Szalapski; and numerous 
extended family members 
and friends. 

She was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
husband, Donald in 1987; 
and brother, Joseph Jr.

Dr. Robert Junnila
Dr. Robert “Bob” 

Douglas Junnila, 74, 
of Tower, passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, 
Aug. 12, 2020, at his home. 
A memorial service for 
immediate family will be 
held at the island cabin on 
Lake Vermilion. A cele-
bration of Bob’s life will 
be scheduled in 2021 at 
the Greenwood Township 
Community Center with 
food, music, pickle ball, 
and other outdoor activ-
ities.

 Bob was born on 
Nov. 13, 1945, to William 
and Helen Junnila in 
Wooster,  Ohio. Bob 
spent his youth in Storrs, 
Conn. He attended high 
school in White Bear 
Lake. He was drafted into 
the U.S. Army and served 
honorably from 1969 to 
1971. Bob was a graduate 
of Hamline University 
(1967), Case Western 
Reserve University (1979 
MD-PhD), and Mayo 
Clinic Graduate School 
of Medicine (1979-1983 
OB-GYN residency, Chief 
Resident).

 He practiced OB-GYN 
at Park Nicollet Medical 
Center in Minnetonka 
from 1983 to 2010. His 
later career would take him 
to St. Cloud, Minn., New 
Zealand, and Virginia, 
Minn. Bob made lifelong 
friendships with many of 
his colleagues and health-
care professionals.

 Besides spending 
time with family and 
friends, Bob had a passion 
for the outdoors, fishing, 
traveling, and collecting 
rocks and historical arti-
facts. He was known for 
his humility, kindness, 
generosity, work ethic and 
adventurous spirit.

 Bob is survived by his 
wife of 48 years, Colleen; 
sons, Brian (Elizabeth) 
and Brad; granddaugh-
ters, Camryn, Audrey and 
Emma; and brother, Tom 
(Phyllis).

 

Ellen C. Tausk 
The goodness in you 

brings out the goodness in 
others. That is the story of 
Ellen Charlotte Tausk, 85, 
of Downers Grove, Ill., 
who died on Saturday, 
Aug. 8, 2020. Ellen’s last 
moments were a symbol of 
everything that mattered 
most to her in life. She was 
surrounded by love from 
her husband of 64 years, 
Ed Tausk, and her three 
beloved children. They all 
held her hand as she took 
her last precious breaths 
and went on to her new 
life with God. Family and 
friends met for a Funeral 
Mass on Tuesday, Aug.18 
at St. Mary’s of Gostyn 
Church in Downers Grove, 
Ill. Interment followed 
at Assumption Catholic 
Cemetery in Wheaton, Ill. 
Her family asked everyone 
to wear bright colors as a 
way to honor Ellen’s joyful 
spirit. Arrangements were 
by Brian Powell Funeral 
Directors of Hinsdale, Ill.

To carry on her 

mission of seeking and 
supporting goodness in 
others, her children have 
set up the Ellen Tausk 
Kindness Foundation. 
Each year, the foundation 
will choose to help a family 
in need. Donations can be 
sent to The Ellen Tausk 
Kindness Foundation, 
Chase Bank, 1 South 
Northwest Highway, Park 
Ridge, IL 60068. 

Ellen was born on 
Sept. 15, 1934, to Anton 
and Peggy Rakowski. She 
grew up in Chicago along 
with her five brothers and 
sisters. She met Ed at work 
and they married shortly 
after that. They had three 
children, Teri (Chuck) 
Goudie, Ed Tausk Jr. 
(fiancée Wendy Jurek) and 
Colleen (Steve) Gebavi. 
Ellen was very much a 
part of her grandchildren’s 
life and helped raise all 
of them. They are Caylen 
(Joe) Bufalino, Brittany 
(Chase) Davidson, Chas 
(Julie) Goudie, Keegan 
Goudie, Grace Goudie, 
Austin Tausk, Danny 
Tausk, Carley Tausk, 
Kyle Gebavi, Braden 
Gebavi, Ethan Gebavi 
and Garrett  Gebavi. 
Her great-grandchildren 
brought her incredi-
ble happiness in recent 
years. They are Henry 
Bufalino, Leo Bufalino, 
Brooks Davidson, Walker 
Davidson and Claire 
Goudie.

Ellen was known for 
making every person feel 
special. Her home was 
always welcome to all 
and her kids’ friends were 
thought of as family. She 
could strike up a conver-
sation with anyone she 
met and make everyone 
feel like they had a special 
relationship with her. She 
was very close to her faith 
and lived with an incred-
ible zest for life. She did 
her first half-marathon at 
the age of 75 and won first 
place in her age bracket.

Ellen is survived by 
her husband, Ed; three 
children; 12 grandchil-
dren; five great-grand-
children; sister, Patricia 
Serritella; and brother, 
Tony Rakowski. 
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Wildflower Watch

 Outdoors in brief

Embarrass nature enthusiast captures the beauty of a remarkable insect family

This week’s featured flower
SPOTTED TOUCH-ME-NOT

Look for the Touch-Me-Not, 
otherwise known as Jewelweed,  
Impatiens capensis, near water, 
where it often grows in small 
patches. It’s called Touch-Me-
Not because the seed pods, once 
mature, can “explode” if even 
lightly touched, sending the tiny 
seeds scattering. 

The dangling, yellow flowers 
resemble a “horn of plenty” and 
have numerous tiny red spots, 
mostly towards the opening of 
the flower. 

This is a valuable nectar 
source for hummingbirds in 
late summer. It’s also useful for 
humans, as the sap found inside 
the translucent stems is a common 
remedy for the itch and sting and 
nettles or poison ivy. 

All photos by David Smith
See DRAGONS...pg. 5B

THE ODONATA

Dragons on the wing

Top: A White-faced Meadowhawk perches with its 
abdomen raised to reduce overheating in the sunny 
meadows where this species likes to hunt.

Above: A mating pair of Common Green Darners in 
what’s known as the “wheel position.”  The female, 
(below) is held in place by claspers at the tip of the 
male’s abdomen.

Above: A Blue Dasher is among a number of species 
of dragonflies that rest their wings in a forward 
position. 

Left: An Ebony Jewelwing is one of about 25 species 
of damselflies found in the North Country.

DNR asks hunters 
not to shoot 
collared bears

For most residents of the North Country, our knowl-
edge and interest in dragonflies can be as fleeting 
as their appearance over the dock, the patio, or 

the garden. I’ve always looked at the dragonflies as 
my allies when I’m working in my vegetable beds. By 
early June, the mosquitoes and deer flies are typically 
out in full force, which can make it pretty miserable to 
spend time outdoors, at least here on the edge of the 
Lost Lake Swamp. 

But then the dragonflies arrive, having emerged 
from the watery world in which they live most of their 
lives, to spend a few weeks putting the fear of the dragon 
into those pesky biting bugs. Often, they arrive like a 
squadron of fighter jets and, just like magic, the deer 
flies seem to disappear.

For a long time, I was content 
to cheer them on, without paying 
much more attention.

It was much the same for 
many years for David Smith 
and Suzanne Winckler, who 
spend the warmer months on 
their former Finnish homestead 
in Pike Township. They’ve been 
students of the natural world for 
years. We’re friends, as well. 
We’ve birded together numerous 
times, visited remnant prairies in 
northwestern Minnesota togeth-
er, and searched for early summer 
orchids in the Lost Lake Swamp. 

Yet, up until this year, the subject of dragonflies 
never really came up. It’s now their newest obsession. 

“It’s a little embarrassing I’ve overlooked them 
all these years,” said Suzanne, who initially followed 
David’s lead into the world of these remarkable insects, 
but has since found them to be as fascinating as he 
does. Longtime, avid birders, they more often train 
their binoculars on these smaller subjects these days. 
Even with binoculars, however, it can be difficult to 
identify dragonflies in the field. So, David has begun 
photographing them as well, which makes identification 

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

R E G I O N A L — T h e 
Minnesota bear hunting season 
opens Tuesday, Sept. 1, and the 
Department of Natural Resources 
is asking hunters to avoid shoot-
ing marked research bears. 

These bears are marked with 
distinctively large, colorful ear 
tags and have radio collars.

Researchers with the DNR 
are monitoring about 20 radio 
collared black bears across the 
state, especially in bear hunting 
zones 27, 25 and 45, and in parts 
of the no-quota zone. Most of 
them are in or near the Chippewa 
National Forest between Grand 
Rapids and Bigfork. Others are 
near Voyageurs National Park or 
around Camp Ripley. 

“We’re asking hunters to 
avoid shooting these valuable 
research bears. These collared 
bears give us much of the data 
we use in bear management,” 
said Dave Garshelis, DNR bear 
research scientist.

Trapping new bears every 
year to replace the ones killed 
cannot substitute for long-term 
data on individuals.

The bear’s coat often hides 
the collar, especially in the 
fall, and most of the collars are 
black. But all collared bears have 
large (3 by 2 inch), colorful ear 
tags so hunters can simply identi-
fy a collared animal by these large 
tags, whether or not a collar is 
visible. The tags should be plainly 
visible when a bear is at a bait, or 
on trail cam photos.

DNR officials recognize that 
a hunter may not be able to see 
a radio collar or ear tags in some 
situations. For this reason, taking 
a bear with a radio collar is legal; 
however, waiting a few minutes 
to get a clear view of the bear’s 
head would reveal whether it has 
large ear tags, which indicates that 
it is collared. 

Any hunters who do shoot 
a collared bear should bring 
the collar to a bear registration 
station and call the DNR Wildlife 
Research Office in Grand Rapids 
at 218-328-8879 or 218-328-
8874 to report shooting a collared 
bear.



far easier. “I’ve always wanted 
to know what I was looking at 
but was always frustrated trying 
to remember details in order to 
identify them in a guide,” said 
David. “When I started taking 
photos of insects, it made all the 
difference. You can sit at home at  
your leisure and figure out what 
these things are.”

Dragonflies make a par-
ticularly appealing target for 
his photography, both because 
they’re large for insects and 
because they are often brightly 
colored.  Suzanne offers a more 
superlative description: “They 
are absolutely stunningly gor-
geous,” she said. 

The couple’s interest 
in dragonflies now extends 
well beyond their backyard in 
Embarrass. They observe and 
document dragonflies during 
the winter months near their 
home in northwestern Mexico. 
And they recently traveled to 
northern Wisconsin to look for 
species they hadn’t found here 
in Minnesota. 

Just as birders go “birding”, 
they even have a name for their 
treks in search of dragonflies. 

“We call it ‘odonating,’” 
said Suzanne, a reference to 
the family of insects, Odonata 
(pronounced OH-doh-nah-tah), 
which includes the dragonflies 
and their close relatives, the typ-
ically-more delicate damselflies, 
both of which appeal to David 
and Suzanne. The North Country 
is home to about 70 species 
of dragonflies and another 25 
species of damselflies.

David, a retired research cell 
biologist for the Mayo Clinic, is 
detail oriented and that’s where 
he finds the most satisfaction 

from his newfound interest. “As 
you really look at the detail, you 
just get fascinated by the beauty 
of these creatures,” he said.

For David, in particular, the 
interest in Odonates goes beyond 
just hunting, photographing, and 
identifying species he hasn’t 
seen before. He’s also delved 
into learning much more about 
the lives of the species he finds. 
While there isn’t a vast litera-
ture on the Odonata, there are 
certainly some books that David 
has found extremely helpful 
as he pursues his newfound 
passion. You’ll find more on his 
recommended books at the end 
of this story.

The number of books on 
the subject is likely to continue 
to increase as interest in the 

Odonata grows. Some have com-
pared “dragonflying” as it’s more 
often described, to the early days 
of birding, and it has attracted a 
wide spectrum of interest, from 
the casual to the hardcore. 

David admits he’s moved 
beyond mere casual interest. 
“You could call me an enthusi-
ast,” he said. His involvement 
now includes corresponding 
with some of the top experts in 
the world on the Odonata, whom 
he has found to be remarkably 
accessible and encouraging of 
his work. 

“Turns out all these people 
are extremely nice, at least as 
long as you’re talking about 
dragonflies,” he said. “They’re 
interested in novel reports, and 
share in the excitement of seeing 

something unusual.”
While David hasn’t found 

anything out of the ordinary in 
Minnesota, at least not yet, he’s 
had more interesting finds near 
his winter home in Alamos, 
Mexico, so he’s had plenty to 
talk about with some of the field’s 
top researchers. 

It’s all helped to fuel his 
interest in the hunt for new 
Odonata, and both he and 
Suzanne are routinely exploring 
new habitats around the North 
Country. Suzanne, a semi-retired 
journalist and longtime birder, 
notes that Odonates are often as 
tied to specific habitats as birds. 
The damselflies, in particular, are 
found along streams, but even 
within that broad category of 
habitat are numerous micro-hab-
itats, that depend on the type of 
vegetation found streamside, or 
whether the location is sunny or 
shaded. “It’s fun to go into all 
the different habitats and have 
an idea of what might just turn 
up where,” said Suzanne. 

There’s also the question 
of when. While most of us rec-
ognize that dragonflies are only 
active in the summer here in the 
North Country, the summer can 
actually be divided into many of 

its own “seasons” when you can 
expect to find certain Odonata. 
These insects spend the vast 
majority of their lives as under-
water nymphs, and only live as 
modern day dragons for a few 
weeks each summer. Certain 
species emerge for their reign 
in the sky in early June, only to 
be replaced by other species in 
turn as the summer wears on. 
With many dozens of species, 
it’s a lot to learn, but for now 
David and Suzanne are eagerly 
soaking it all up.

And their hunt for new 
species shows how interest 
in Odonates can lead to new 
explorations. David is now on 
the hunt for a highly specialized 
species of dragonfly, known 
as the elfin skimmer, which at 
just three-quarters of an inch in 
length, is the smallest dragonfly 
in North America. They’re found 
almost exclusively in alkaline or 
calcareous floating bogs. He’s 
now researching the locations 
of such formations in hopes of 
adding one of these tiny, bright 
blue dragons to his Odonata 
life list. 

For Suzanne, delving into 
the world of the Odonata, is 
simply an extension of her and 
David’s longtime interest in the 
natural world. “I can’t imagine 
not having that base of interest 
in what’s around me,” she said. 
“It’s what makes life rich.”
Books on Odonata

Dragonflies of the North 
Woods, by Kurt Mead

Dragonflies and damsel-
flies: A natural history, by 
Dennis Paulson.

Above: David Smith, camera in 
action, on a recent hunt for an 
Elfin Skimmer in an Embarrass bog.

Above right: A Green-striped 
Darner captured in flight.

Right: A Kennedy’s Emerald in 
the process of emerging from its 
nymph case. 
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DRAGONS...Continued from page 4B

 Fishing reports

Wal leye  f i sh ing 
slowed considerably this 
past week as several fronts 
blew through the area.  Still 
several anglers reported 
a excellent trolling bite. 
Deep diving crankbaits 
that reach 15-30 feet were 
key to anglers success.  
Anglers simply trolled 
over large flats or open 

water during the evening 
hours.  

Lake trout fishing has 
been good this past week. 
Anglers have been catch-
ing lakers trolling spoons 
with leadcore or with down 
riggers.  Anglers have been 
trolling over deep water 
fishing 20-30 feet down.

C o u r t e s y  o f 
Arrowhead Outdoors, Ely

Ely area

    
from NOAA weather

Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook  Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   
08/10     75     58      0.19    
08/11     75     46       0.00     
08/12     79     49      0.00     
08/13     79     49      0.00    
08/14     75     61      0.30    
08/15     75     55      1.17     
08/16     75     48      0.00
YTD Total       13.91                        

08/10     75     54      1.51    
08/11     79     52       0.00     
08/12     79     52      0.00     
08/13     73     57      0.00    
08/14     72     61      0.92    
08/15     73     54      1.02     
08/16     75     54      0.00                                                                                        
YTD Total           NA      

08/10     75     57      0.74    
08/11     75     55       0.00     
08/12     79     56      0.00     
08/13     78     56      0.00    
08/14     75     59      0.78    
08/15     71     56      0.81     
08/16     72     56      0.00
YTD Total       19.06  

08/10     73     58      0.09    
08/11     76     45       0.00     
08/12     80     48      0.00     
08/13     79     51      0.00    
08/14     77     62      0.23    
08/15     75     57      0.76     
08/16     75     49      0.01    
Total                 13.32  

08/10     75     56      0.65    
08/11     75     47       0.00     
08/12     78     50      0.00     
08/13     78     51      0.00    
08/14     76     63      0.65    
08/15     73     55      1.40     
08/16     74     48      0.00       
YTD Total                15.41    

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

81  60 73  55 74  54 71  4773  53

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Ritchie
Automatic

Livestock Waterers
and Parts

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All 
Your LP Gas Needs!
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Environmental Services
PT Housekeeper
Casual Laundry Aide

Radiology
FT  Radiology Tech

Excellent Wages! 
Ask about our 
sign on bonus!

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistant (wage starting     
         at $15.88/hr - Sign-On Bonus)
FT MDS-PPS Coordinator/RN Educator

Outpatient Services
FT Infection Prevention/Outpatient        
Services Coordinator

Activities
Casual Activities Assistant

Dietary
FT Certified Dietary Manager
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Advertise Here
Call Today 218-753-2950

Building Maintenance 
Worker - Public Works

 Apply by 08/31/20

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  8/21

Sell It
HERE
Call 218-753-2950

BARTENDERS, COOKS, SERVERS

The Landing, in Cook, is now hiring 
bartenders, cooks, and servers. Come join 
a great team with a stellar reputation and a 

fantastic base of loyal customers.
Apply to info@onlakevermilion.com 

     or call 763-221-1151.    tfn

Experienced AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN
Full-time, M-F, benefits. Contact Lee 

Phillips. Waschke Family Chevrolet in Cook, 
126 N Hwy 53, PO Box 549, Cook, MN 

55723; 218-666-5901 or 800-238-4545.  tfn

Cook Building Center
Now Hiring Full Time 

Delivery Driver/Yard Employee

Overtime every week 45-55 hours. Paid 
Time Off, 401k Match, Health Insurance, 
Cell Phone. Send resume to info@cook-
buildingcenter.com or stop in to fill out an 
application.  tfn

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Paraprofessional

Ely Public Schools is looking for a 
Paraprofessional beginning the 2020-2021 
school year; background check required.

Qualifications include:
 AA Degree or two years of college required
 Preferred experience working with school 
age children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively 
and communicate effectively in a collabora-
tive setting.

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 Resume’
 College Transcripts
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: 
Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 
55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us 

Starting Rate of Pay: $16.57/hour
 
Hours: 6.5 hours/day

Deadline to apply: August 27, 2020; open 
until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 21, 2020

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

Substitute Teachers
Ely Public Schools is looking for substitute 
teachers for the 2020-2021 school year. With 
a college degree you can qualify to obtain 
a short-call substitute teaching license. The 
District can help you in this process.

Qualifications include: 
 Bachelor’s Degree to qualify for substitute 
teaching license is acceptable
 Experience working with children is pre-
ferred
 Excellent verbal and written communica-
tion skills

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Licensed Application
 Resume
 Copy of official transcripts
 Current Minnesota teaching license, if 
available
 2 letters of recommendation

Contact Superintendent Erik Erie at 
eerie@ely.k12.mn.us or Mary Wognum at 
mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us or call (218) 365-
6166 ext. 1727 with any questions. For 
licensing information from the Minnesota 
Professional Educator Licensing and 
Standards Board, go to https://mn.gov/pelsb/
aspiring-educators/apply/.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 21, 28 & Sept. 4, 2020

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

Foreign Language Teacher
Full Time Equivalent (FTE)

Ely Memorial School is looking for a Foreign 
Language Teacher beginning the 2020-2021 
school year; competitive salary and fringes 
as per the master agreement. Background 
check required.

Qualifications include: 
 Current Minnesota teaching license with 
German background preferred 
 Previous teaching experience preferred
 Excellent verbal and written communica-
tion skills

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Licensed Application
 Resume
 Copy of official transcripts
 Current Minnesota teaching license
 3 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public 
Schools, Attn: Superintendent, 600 
E. Harvey St., Ely, MN 55731 or email 
mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us. Contact Memorial 
Middle School/High School Principal Megan 
Anderson at manderson@ely.k12.mn.us or 
call (218) 365-6166 ext. 1726 with any ques-
tions.

Start date: September 1, 2020

Deadline to apply: August 27, 2020; open 
until filled. 

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 21, 2020

CITY OF ORR
CALL FOR BIDS

1990 International 
Tender Truck

The City of Orr solicits bids for 
a 1990 International Tender 
Truck with 3,300 gallon water 
tank.  Truck has a Cummins 
400 engine; 13 speed trans-
mission; and high mileage.  
Vehicle is to be sold “AS IS”.
Any questions or to inspect, 
call Orr City Hall at (218) 
757-3288

Sealed bids will be accepted 
by the City of Orr, Clerk’s 
Office, 4429 Highway 53, PO 
Box 237, Orr, MN 55771, until 
3:00 p.m., on Wednesday, 

September 9, 2020.  Bids 
will be opened at the Orr City 
Council Meeting on Monday, 
September 14, 2020, at 5:00 
p.m. 

The City of Orr reserves the 
right to accept or reject any 
and all bids.  Winning bidder 
must agree to remove lights 
and sirens.

Cheri Carter
Clerk/Treasurer
City of Orr

Published in the Timberjay, 
Aug. 21, 28 & Sept. 4, 2020

ST. LOUIS COUNTY 
PUBLIC NOTICE

St. Louis County intends to expend Title III 
funds for hazardous fuels reduction on pri-
vate property bordering federal U.S. Forest 
land in the Britt and Burntside Lake areas.  
The funds will be expended in 2020 and 
2021.  Please contact St. Louis County 
Emergency Management if any concerns or 
questions at (218) 726-2936.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 21, 2020



HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Open Tues.-Fri., 9-5. Main St., 
Tower. 218-753-2928.  tfn

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

WANTED
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic canoe 
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

MERCURY
OUTBOARDS

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service. Orr, MN 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser,
Crestliner Lund, Spartan Trailers,

Ercoa Pontoons.
Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Hours:

Mon-Sat: 8:30 AM-5:30 PM
Sun: 9 AM-3 PM

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

Sell It
HERE

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Ely AA GROUPS TO MEET 
BY PHONE- Starting immedi-
ately, the Ely Wednesday and 
Saturday AA Groups will not 
meet in person.  A conference 
call meeting has been set up.  
At 7:30 on either night, call 978-
990-5000, and enter the access 
code, 965850#. Once the meet-
ing has started, use *6 to mute 
and unmute your phone.  If any 
other group would like to set 
up phone meetings, please call 
Anna Nimity at 218-290-2681 for 
assistance.

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 
the second Friday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal 
Building, senior room. Open to 
all. For information contact Mary 
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at 
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.org 
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs of Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037. 

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

ELY WOMEN’S OPEN AA 
MEETING- Every Monday at 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, 231 E Camp St., Ely. 
Enter through side door.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the 
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

Sales • Service
Rentals

General Store
218-993-2214

www.handbergs.comLICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK LICENSE BUREAU- 
TEMPORARY HOURS 
DUE TO COVID-19 
Open: M-W-F 9am - 3pm. 
Mail in or drop off only 
at this time.  Call with any 
questions, 218-666-6199 
Email: cookdep159@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

3 BR, 1 BA HOME IN SOUDAN 
for sale. 2-stall garage. 3-sea-
son porch. Will consider C/D. 
$63,900. Call 612-718-1890  
8/21

HUNTING 
LEASE LAND 

WANTED
REAL ESTATE: Wanted to 
lease, land for hunting in Orr/
Cook area. 70-120 acres. Call 
651-341-0801.  9/4p

FOUND
TOOL TOTE with tools found 
on Tower’s Main Street on 
Aug. 19. Call the Timberjay 
office at 218-753-2950 to 
describe and claim.
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Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174
Sharon Maronick
Licensed Closing Agent

www.netitle.com

EMPLOYMENT

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell  218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

Complete Site & Building Preparation
Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
Digging, Dozing, Hauling

Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
Call for an estimate • 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731

jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Keeping Our Customers Safe

Covid-19 Supplies
Disposable

Masks
Hand

Sanitizer
KN95
Masks

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations Chris Homyak & 

Flavia Alvarez Maldonado, the new owners of 
“Clearview General Store” in Lutsen, MN from

Steve Bragg, Business Broker
Chris has been in Lutsen for 12 years and Flavia 7 years, 
and now move to business owners. They are extremely 
excited about the opportunities that Clearview General 
Store has to offer and hope to expand their offerings in 
every department. This fall they are adding a new Grab 

& Go section up front as 
well as expanded produce 
options and look forward to 
continuing to serve the local 
community, friends and fam-
ily, and visitors from all over.

In Business Since 
• 1979 •

It’s a great time to be outdoors!

Call Now To
Schedule Your
Summer Work!

(218) 365-6037 • 2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. east of 88 & 169 • greenstonenursery.com

“Fetch us” for
your summer

projects!
Landscaping 

Services, Patios,
Garden Design, 
Retaining Walls,
Yard Restoration

Check Out Our
New Products!

Open: Mon-Fri, 9-5
Sat. 9-Noon

8327 Unity Dr., Virginia / Mt. Iron 
218-741-8532

Quality & reliable 
marine sales & service

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

2195 Twin Lakes Road
5 miles west of Ely

on Hwy 169 Call Bob
for a FREE
ESTIMATE 218.365.6210

Custom made by DOW
Building Heavy Duty Docks

in Ely for 42 years

Quality Shorefront Products
Factory Dealer of

DAKA & Shoremaster Products
www.docksonwheels.com

HOURS: 8-5:30 
M-F

floortoceiling.com/virginia

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

Up to 50% OFF
MFG. List Price
on Cabinetry!

Sinks • Hardware • Tile • Counter Tops • Vanities •  Carpet • Vinyl • More!

Our unique computer 
system allows you 

to see how your
kitchen will look
before you buy!

Many kitchen cabinet displays set up in the store! Also, door samples
and over 900 combinations of styles and stains to choose from!

TREAT YOURSELFTREAT YOURSELF
to a BRAND NEW look!to a BRAND NEW look!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,

Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.

FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 
roads, fill and excavations.

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

Celebrating
Over

47 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

2x4 - 8’ 
ECONOMY STUDS

$3.69 each

WHILE THEY LAST...

while supplies last
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POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools 
Noon Supervisor

Ely Public Schools is looking for a Noon Supervisor 
to supervise students at lunch and recess times for 
172 student contact days. A background check is 
required.

Qualifications include:
 Preferred experience working with school age 
children
 Evidence of ability to work cooperatively and com-
municate effectively in a collaborative setting

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the 
following:
 District Application
 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, 
Attn: Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St., 
Ely, MN 55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us 

Starting Rate of Pay: $10.58/hour
Hours: Up to 6 hours/day
Application review to begin: September 2, 2020; open 
until filled.
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