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Pilot dies when plane crashes into lake near Elv

Victim was dentist for state’s NHL hockey team

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

four-seat airplane just after 11 p.m.

The plane was heading toward the £
Grand Marais/Cook County Airport
from the Ely Airport. Edlund was report-
edly flying a Lance Aircraft, serial
number N997S. According to the Federal
Aeronautics Administration, the registered
owner of the craft is St. Croix Aviation of
Woodbury LLC.

WHITE IRON LAKE - The dentist
for the Minnesota Wild NHL hockey team
perished last Thursday night when the
airplane he was flying crashed into White
Iron Lake.

Dr. Kyle Edlund, of Woodbury Dental
Care, left the Ely Airport sometime after 10
p-m.,according to the Lake County Sheriff’s
Department, and crashed a single-engine,

White Iron Beach Resort owner Kerry Davis
The Minnesota Wild hockey team brings in part of an airplane Tuesday

afternoon during salvage operations from an
airplane crash last week. photo by K. Vandervort

Dr. Kyle Edlund

See...CRASH pg. 9
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor
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TOWER- What was three late last week
has climbed to six as of Tuesday, as four Bois

Forte Band members
AC 7 * N on the Vermilion m
ACTIVE CITIZENS Bt on [\ d
at Nett Lake are now

in isolation after
testing positive for
COVID-19, and the
tribe has activated
its emergency plan
to try to contain the virus.

Bois Forte Community Health Nurse
Teri Morrison announced the initial three
Vermilion cases in a video posted to the
tribe’s Facebook page Friday morning. Two
are in their teens and one is in their forties.

“All of these cases are tied to a single
exposure that occurred off the reservation,”
Morrison said in the video. “The individuals

See...COVID pg. 7
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Rallies: Save the Post omce

Regional supporters join nationwide demonstration effort

Supporters of the United States Postal Service rally outside of the
Cook Post Office last Saturday. photo coutesy of Fred Schumacher

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- A nationwide show
of support for the U.S. Postal Service
had a local touch Saturday, as dem-
onstrators stood and waved signs in

front of post offices in Cook, Tower,
and Ely.

its mission. MoveOn, a national
progressive policy advocacy organi-
zation, partnered with about 100 local
organizations for the event. Northern

See...SUPPORT pg. 10

“Save the Post Office” events
were staged in more than 800 commu-
nities across the country, sparked by
recent moves by the Trump adminis-
tration that many believe imperil the
ability of the postal service to fulfill

STATE CORRECTIONS
Hundreds protest planned prison closure

Schnell: Legislature, supplemental budget key to avoiding shut down

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

NASHWAUK — There
were many voices, but one
consistent message officials
delivered here on Monday:
a supplemental budget bill
is the only sure solution to
keep the Togo Correctional
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Facility, long known as
Thistledew Camp, open
beyond November.

About 400 supporters
of the camp and its roughly
60 employees attended this
week’s rally in opposition to
the proposed closure of the
facility. They most wanted
to hear from Minnesota

Department of Corrections
Commissioner Paul Schnell,
who announced earlier this
month that both the Togo and
Willow River facilities would
be permanently closed to
address a $14 million shortfall
in the department’s budget.

See...PRISON pg. 8

The child of a Togo Correctional Facility worker, left, pleaded for his father’s
job at a rally in Nashwauk on Monday. Minnesota Department of Corrections
Commissioner Paul Schnell, right, spoke at the rally. photos by D. Colburn

10a.m. -

Canoes and kayaks are in stock! Visit us for all
your paddling and gear needs. 6 a.m. -
218 -

Outlet Store OPEN for the season.

6 p.m. every day.
Thank you for your continued support, The Piragis Staff

365 - 6745

8 p-.m.

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com
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Community Night Out set for Sept. 13

EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage of Embarrass is
celebrating their annual Community Night Out on
Sunday, Sept. 13 from 4 - 6:30 p.m. at the historic
Seitaniemi Homestead. Come for a free outdoor
concert and a tour of the restored housebarn at this
family-friendly event. Music will be provided by
Debbie Bigelow and Dean Kleven, on vocals and
keyboard, with jazz standards and Big Band sounds
for the enjoyment of all ages.

Bring your own picnic dinner, beverage, blanket
and lawn chair. Pie will be available as individually
wrapped pieces. All COVID precautions will be in
place.

Freewill donations are gladly accepted. Proceeds
go to Sisu’s restoration projects in Embarrass and
the surrounding area. The Seitaniemi Homestead
is located on Comet Road in Waasa, between
Embarrass and Babbitt. Watch for signs on Hwy 21.
Call 218-984-3402 or visit sisuheritage.org for more
information.

St. Martin’s Rummage Sale

TOWER- St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tower
is holding a Rummage Sale on Saturday, Aug. 29 and
Sunday, Aug. 30. Hours are 8:30 a.m.— 1 p.m. on
Saturday, with doors opening at 8 a.m. for early birds
for a $5 entry fee. Sunday is a bag sale where you
can purchase a bag for $3 and fill it up. There will be
books, puzzles, dvds, cds, kitchen stuff, gardening,
toys, men’s stuff, fabric, crafts, décor, and more.
Hours on Sunday are 8 a.m.— 10:15 a.m. and then
11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Caramel rolls are available for purchase for car-
ry-outs only at $2.50 each. Masks and hand sanitizer
will be available at the entrance.

Vermilion Dream Quilters
to meet Sept. 3

REGIONAL- The Vermilion Dream Quilters
will again meet outdoors on Thursday, Sept. 3 at the
Hoodoo Point Campground pavilion, 5788 Hoodoo
Point Road in Tower. Because of shorter daylight
hours and probably cooler temperatures, we will
begin gathering at 5:30 p.m. and start the business
meeting at 6 p.m. Teresa Dolinar and Bonnie Harma
will present a program on orphan blocks.

In case we need to gather under the pavilion
rather than spread out on the grassy area, you must
bring a mask. Other items to bring include a lawn
chair, hand sanitizer, bug spray, your own food and
beverage, and, of course, show and tell items.

U of M Extension offering free

Food Preservation Wehinars

REGIONAL- Were you one of the many people
who decided to try your hand at gardening this
summer? Whether you are a novice or an experi-
enced gardener, or just interested in enjoying the
freshness of summer all year long, we invite you to
learn more about preserving your harvest. Please join
Suzanne Driessen, University of MN Extension Food
Safety Educator, as she presents free webinars on
food preservation.

Dates, times and registration links to the free
webinars are as follows:

»Preserving Fall Vegetables, Thursday, Sept. 10,
10-11 a.m. Register: https://z.umn.edu/fallvegetables

»Safely Fermenting Food at Home, Tuesday,
Sept. 29, 4-5 p.m., Register: https://z.umn.edu/fer-
menting

Can’t join the webinars? Check out the
food preservation resources on the University of
Minnesota Extension website at https://extension.
umn.edu/food-safety/preserving-and-preparing.

LVCC to host free Zoom program with
Minnesota Supreme Court Justice
Margaret Chutich

TOWER- The Lake Vermilion Cultural Center
has hosted over 40 programs. Due to COVID-19
they will soon host their first event on Zoom. On
Monday, Sept. 14 at 2 p.m. “A Conversation with
Minnesota Supreme Court Justice Margaret Chutich”
will take place. The format will include some brief
introductory comments followed by panelists who
will ask Justice Chutich questions about her career
as a female judge and attorney in Minnesota. More
information will follow.

To register for this free Zoom even, send an
email to the LVCC at vermilionculturalcenter@
gmail.com by Sept. 11. You will receive a Zoom
invitation the day before the event.

ELY

Turning Point photo exhihit in Ely

Features photographs on social activism by John Ratzloff

ELY- “Turning Point,” a new
photographic exhibit of riot art by
photojournalist John Ratzloff will be
ondisplay Sept. 2 through Sept. 30 at
Crapola World Headquarters in Ely.

As partofthe rotating artist series
at Crapola World Headquarters,
documentary photographer and
photojournalist John Ratzloff will
be exhibiting a new collection of

ey BT

works titled: “Turning Point.” This
work is a highly emotional exhibit of
the riot art created after the George
Floyd murder and memorial in
Minneapolis.

Ratzloff is a professional pho-
tographer who has spent his life pho-
tographing environmental and social
justice activism in Minnesota. His
breathtaking photos have been
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exhibited across the country and have
drawn comparisons to the American
photojournalist Dorothea Lange.

Formore information onRatzloff
and his work, please contact John
Ratzloff at 952-564-7029 or john-
ratzloff@gmail .com.

Crapola World Headquarters,
16 N 1st Ave E, is open Monday -
Saturday from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

CLASSIC BOATS

Vermilion Antique bhoat show canceled

COOK- This year would have
marked the 30th Annual Antique
and Classic Boat Show, held at
The Landing Restaurant on Lake
Vermilion. Unfortunately, this event
has been canceled due to COVID-19
concerns. The show was scheduled
for Sunday, Sept. 6.

The Lake Vermilion Antique
and Classic Boat Show is honored to
have the Vermilion Lake Association
and the Lake Vermilion Fire Brigade
asitshonorary Boat Show Sponsors.
In 2019, the boat show was able to
donate $1,000 to each organization.

Through the VLA, donated
funds are specifically designated to
help maintain and improve the docks
of the current eight Shore Lunch sites
on the lake. The VLA is dedicated
to the preservation and protection
of Lake Vermilion. Their presence
at the show allows the association
to display and educate the public
about its achievements, goals, and
plans for the future - and maybe sell
a hat or two.

The Lake Vermilion Fire Brigade
is dedicated to search and rescue and
emergency fire and medical situa-
tions. The brigade is the first line of

defense for many people on the lake.
During the show they have several
of their rescue boats displayed and
available for tours. One of the show’s
highlights is a water demonstration
of the fireboat’s firefighting capa-
bilities.

The boat show committee of
Sandy Jackson and Mark Ludlow
would like to thank outgoing member
Jeff Stebbins for his dedication
and commitment over the years in
helping to organize the show. Jeff

and his wife Nancy graciously hosted
the Captain’s Dinner every year. Jeff
and his famous BBQ pulled pork and
chicken will be sorely missed. Thank
you, Jeff and Nancy.

We look forward to 2021 and
the return of the Lake Vermilion
Boat Show, our fabulous sponsors,
and most of all the boats and their
owners. Mark your 2021 calendar
for the weekend of Sept. 4-5, when
we will try to celebrate our 30th
year, again.

COWBOY SKILLS

Team penning and ranch sorting event set for Aug. 28-30

EMBARRASS- The

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Estate Planning

- General Questions

- Wills

« Trusts

- Power of Attorney

- Health Care Declaration

- Cabin Succession Planning

Minnesota State Bar Association
Certified & Specialist

Real Property Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Results.

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 « Ely, MN 55731
218-365-3221 » 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

inaugural Danny Theel
Memorial Team Penning
and Ranch Sorting
Event will be held at
the Embarrass Region
Fairgrounds from Friday,
Aug. 28 through Sunday,
Aug. 30.

Team penning begins
on Friday at 4 p.m. and
goes until dusk. The event
continues on Saturday

RN EENE SRR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE RN

Call 218-993-2295
for RESERVATIONS

SMORGASBORD
CANCELED - DUETO COVID-19

Prime Rib on Weekends

7632 County Road 424
Crane Lake, MN 55725
www.nelsonsresort.com

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Ranch sorting will be
held Sunday from 10 a.m.
to noon for beginners
(non-competitive) and 1 to
4p.m.withprizes awarded.
Buckles and cash
prizes will be awarded to
top teams in both events.
Food will be available
onsite and primitive
camping is available.
Team penning has

Dining Room Open Daily
6:30 AM to 9:30 PM

Walleye Dinners

Nightly Specials

become a popular attrac-
tion and is a fun spectator
sport, with plenty of action
and laughs. Riders try to
herd three calves into a
small fenced-in area at the
opposite end of the arena.
They get 30 seconds, and
the calves may or may
not cooperate. Teams are
judged on their time and
number of calves that are
penned.

Ranch sorting is
another timed event, this
time with a team of two
riders who attempt to sort
10 head of cattle in numer-
ical order from one pen to
another.

Cost to enter either
event is $10 per horse and

rider. There are three riders
for team penning, and two
for ranch sorting.

There is no admission
charge for spectators.

This year, the event
is being held in memory
of Danny Theel, who
passed away in April He
was the vice-chairman of
the Embarrass Region Fair
Board. He was active in
competitive ranch sorting
and team penning. The
Embarrass Fairgrounds are
located at4855 Hwy.211in
Embarrass.

Formore information,
contact Lori Lilienthal
at 218-780-7477 or Jeff
Anderson at 218-780-
3449.
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Ely Community Health Center

e — e ——
Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.

Providing NO COST basic healthcare
and referrals

111 S 4th Ave E, Ely
Volunteer opportunities also available
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COUNTY SCHOOLS

Board reviews hack-to-school plans

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- St. Louis
County School Board members
reviewed the comprehensive
plan for a return to in-person
learning at a special working
sessiononAug. 19, with much of
the discussion focused onremote
learning and social distancing.

The 31-page plan was
posted to the district website
Aug. 18, providing frame-
works applicable across the
district for health screenings,
facility cleaning, learning and
instruction, scheduling, space,
facilities, training and education,
community safety, and com-
munications. Superintendent
Reggie Engebritson reiterated
that schools are utilizing the
comprehensive plan to develop
detailed plans specific to each
school’s needs.

Engebritson said the dis-
trict has been working to make
distance learning more effective
and learner-friendly.

“We tried to make a schedule
so that students wouldn’t neces-
sarily have to be on Zoom seven
hours a day and have some time
forinstruction and some time for

Para-professional contract approved ahead of union vote

doing the work. The end goal is
thatit’s not such a big change for
teachers if they go from in-per-
sonlearning to hybridlearning.”

While academic standards
were eased somewhat when
distance learning was quickly
implemented last spring in
response to Gov. Tim Walz’s
executive order related to
COVID-19, Engebritson said
students will be held to a more
rigorous standard this year.

“There will be grades and
expectations and assignments
that are due,” she said.

If parents start with distance
learning and decide to change to
in-person learning, they may do
so by providing two-days notice.

Board member Chris
Koivisto asked how classrooms
are being enabled for distance
learning so that teachers can
focus on teaching. Director of
Teaching and Learning Kristi
Berlin responded that teachers
would have either an iPad or
laptop to stream and record
classes, and that an assessment
was underway to ensure all
classrooms were appropriately

equipped.

Board member Christine
Taylor pressed for more details
about how the district is going
to accomplish social distancing.
She expressed concern that the
board had not seen any illustra-
tions showing that social dis-
tancing was possible inall cases,
including in hallways during
class changes and on buses.

Engebritson said that in the
in-person learning model the
districtisn’trequired to maintain
six feet of distance between stu-
dents,but that staff was working
to maintain social distancing “to
the best of our ability.” She rein-
forced that students and staff are
required to wear masks, and that
high school students were being
allowed to carry backpacks to
minimize the need to go to their
lockers between classes.

Taylor also asked about the
availability of audio systems in
classrooms to ensure that stu-
dents with hearing difficulties
could hear teachers who would
be wearing masks or face shields.
Berlin said that not all schools
were equipped with audio

NATURALLY

systems, but that face shields
would allow teachers to enun-
ciate and project sufficiently to
accommodate those needs.

Taylor, who represents the
area served by the South Ridge
School, also expressed concern
that the school’s proximity to the
Duluth metro area with its much
higher rate of COVID-19 infec-
tions might call into question
the implementation of in-person
learning at South Ridge.

“It’s one school out of five,
I get it, but I want to make sure
we’re keeping them as safe as
possible, and that might mean
we need to do a different system
for South Ridge, and I want to
know what that threshold is,”
Taylor said.

Engebritson responded that
each school will be assessed
individually as the school year
gets underway, and that the
district would be prepared to
shift the model in use at South
Ridgeif conditions warranted it.
She also acknowledged Taylor’s
concern and agreed to consult
with county health officials
about what measure the district

should be using for South Ridge
to determine the appropriate
learning model.

When the board returned on
Tuesday for its regular monthly
meeting, Engebritson reported
that county health officials said
that the district should use the
same 14-day average infection
rate for all schools in the district.

Engebritson also reported
that in response to questions
from parents the district was
developing a video to further
explain how distance learning
will be implemented.

Paraprofessional contract

Also,at Tuesday’s meeting,
the board approved without
discussion a contract covering
paraprofessionals, teaching
assistants, and six other related
job classifications.

As discussed in prior meet-
ings, the contractinvolves major
changes in hours worked and
compensation. Individuals in
covered positions will have their
work hours reduced from 31.5
hours per week to a four-day,
26-hour maximum schedule.
The hourly pay has been adjusted

See SCHOOLS... pg. 5

Ely man charged in assault with canoe paddle

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - A 40-year-
old Ely man is facing a
third-degree felony assault
charge after he allegedly
attacked an acquaintance
with a canoe paddle last
week.

According to the
Ely Police Department,

Dominic Puglielli used a
bent-shaft canoe paddle
“like a baseball bat” and
struck another person in
the head two times last
Tuesday at a Pattison
Street home.

The incident report
states that police were
called to the Ely-
Bloomenson Community
Hospital shortly after 6

p-m. on Aug. 18, where
Ely police officer Adam
Borchert met with the
victim “who was being
treated for a gaping lacera-
tion on his scalp behind the
ear.” The laceration was
treated with four stitches.

Borchertreported that
Puglielli allegedly went
to the victim’s house to
retrieve the canoe paddle.

The victim told police he
and Puglielli “had some
words” and that Puglielli
picked up the paddle and
hit him twice in the head.
The canoe paddle was
broken into several pieces.

Borchertreported that
he later went to the vic-
tim’s residence where he
saw wood splinters and
drops of a substance that

appeared to be blood. At
the residence, according
to the incident report, a
witness told Borchert that
he “saw a flash through
the garage window, heard
athwap, saw another flash
and heard another thwap.”

The witness told
Borchert that Puglielli
said the victim “had it
coming so I gave him a

couple of good lickings.”
Puglielli then allegedly
told the victim, “You had
it coming and don’t make
me come back here.”

A felony assault
charge carries amaximum
penalty of five years in
prison and/or a $10,000
fine.

REAL ESTATE

Lake Country

o
% RE/MAX
v

Edina Realty.

"' 218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Crane Lake-$187,000 2 BR boat-
access fully-furnished cabin in East
Bay on 2 acres with 200 ft of lakeshore.
MLS#140061

0Orr-$199,000 3 BR home near Ash
Lake. Perfect hunting/fishing retreat.
MLS#139278

Int’l Falls-$39,000 1.28 acres with
lake-access and shared dock on Rainy
Lake. MLS#138835

Elbow Lake-$395,000 Quality 2 BR
log home with gorgeous views of
the lake from the wrap-around deck!
MLS#139999

Orr-$449,000 Pelican Lake cabin on
51 acres and 4,975 ft of lakeshore.
MLS#139481

(218) 666-5352
info@bicrealty.com
www.bicrealty.com

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

BRITT 24 ft x 28 ft cabin near Lake Leander
/Lake Fourteen. 40 acre wooded setting
with privacy, seclusion and adjacent access
to hundreds of acres of federal forest land.
The cabin has a greywater system and
newer privy. MLS #140088 NEW LISTING!
$89,500

WEST ELBOW LAKE Building lot has 720
ft of actual shoreline and 4.5 acres just off of
Elbow Lake. Accessed via boat from public
landings or marina on Elbow Lake. Adjoins
public lands. MLS #137852 $48,000

COOK 80-acre parcel with a mix of high and
low land, which is mostly wooded. Featuring
a spring-fed stream. Electrical service 1/4
mile away. MLS #196802 $95,000

LAKE VERMILION ISLAND-Frazer Bay
3.5-acre lot w/ 850 ft lakeshore, ready
for you to build your dream cabin. MLS#
135077 PRICE REDUCED! $168,000

VERMILION

LAMNID COFFICE

/ Real Estate  Apmxaisals

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

Bl voscovmrie
WORLD
www.vermilionland.com ¢ info@vermilionland.com &= el
m R E’HA x LOCALLY OWNED/NATIONALLY FOCUSED
OUR BROKERS/AGENTS
Tower: 218-753-8985
ﬁzga @ “As measured by residential transaction sides.” @ [E m CoﬁgYI\IfEﬁ(}E}gfiggNCE @

' JANISCH
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... OPINION

President Trump’s uni-
lateral decision to defer
Social Security payroll taxes
through the end of the year
is setting employers up for a
major headache and workers
up for a shock come January.

Beginning on Tuesday,
Trump’s executive order
directs U.S. employers not
to withhold 6.2 percent of
their employees’ paychecks
to cover their workers’ share
of the Social Security payroll
tax. Social Security is cur-
rently funded through a 12.4
percent tax on payroll, with
the employer and employee
each paying half the bill. It’s
up to employers to withhold
the employees’ share of the
tax, which is then paid in on
amonthly basisinmostcases.

The impact of Trump’s
order is unclear, in part
because the administration,
as usual, has provided little
guidance about how the
order is likely to work.
Already, major business
groups, including the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce,
have described the order
as unworkable and many
business owners are unlikely
to actually comply with the
order, and for good reason.

The order, after all,
simply offers a deferral
of the payment of these
taxes. Under the order, the
taxes will become due in
January. If employers follow
the order and don’t deduct
payroll taxes for the next four
months, they will be required
topay all those deferred taxes
in January. That will take
a much bigger bite out of
workers’ January paychecks
than they might be expecting.

Their Social Security tax
alone would slice off more
thanaquarter of their January
take-home, putting the hurt
on the millions of Americans
who live paycheck-to-pay-
check at a time when we’re
still likely to be dealing with
the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Seasonal employees,
like construction workers,
particularly in Minnesota,

Social Security setup

Trump’s tax deferral could set up
workers and employers for a shock

where workers are typically
on layoff much of the winter,
could be especially hard hit
by being forced torepay those
taxes at a time when their
incomes are already much
reduced.

But employers have
worries of their own. Trump
can’t forgive the taxes at
some later point. Only
Congress can do that. If
they stop withholding taxes
without any guarantee that
Congress will act (and at
this point, Congress has
indicated no interest in
doing so), they could find
themselves on the hook.
That’s a particular concern
in cases where employees
leave in the interim, making
it impossible for employers
to recover those tax dollars
from subsequent paychecks.
While, technically, it would
be the employee who owes
the tax, many tax experts
believe that the Internal
Revenue Service will seek
to recover the money from
employers, instead. So far,
the IRS has given no indi-
cation how it will seek to
recover such funds.

Trump says he’ll try to
get Congress to forgive all
the money, if he’s re-elected,
but that’s just another idle
Trump promise. If Trump
isn’t re-elected, and actually
leaves office, he won’t much
care about the mess he’s
left behind for employers to
clean up.

Unfortunately, this is
what you get when policy is
based entirely on electoral
politics. Trumpis undoubted-
ly trying to boost Americans’
paychecks ahead of the
November election, hoping
that workers will reward
him at the polls. Come next
year, he’ll either be back in
the White House fora second
term or dodging lawsuits and
possible indictments from
prosecutors in New York.
Either way, it won’t much
matter to him if workers or
their employers take it on the
chin come January.
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Letters from Readers

A glimpse of the
real Donald Trump

In one of Clint Eastwood’s
movies, the American president,
played by Gene Hackman, is an
evil fraud withno moral compass,
willing to stop at nothing in order
to stay in power. At one point,
Eastwood’s character calls him
a “heartless whore”. Truth imi-
tating fiction? The last four years
have made it easy to think so.

Lynn Scott

Soudan

Two events show the
disparity in policing

Twoeventsrecently have put
into sharp focus why so many
people, not just in the cities of
the United States but throughout
the country and the world, have
organized to protest and call for
criminal justice reform and a
rethink of police practice and
training. The arrests of George
Floyd and Steve Bannon are
indictments of current criminal
justice procedures and belie the
ideal of equal justice before the
law.

George Floyd was detained
and arrested on suspicion of
passing a $20 counterfeit bill
to purchase cigarettes. Steve
Bannon was taken off a $30
million yacht to stand arraign-
ment for fraud thatinvolved large
sums of money, perhaps totaling
$1 million. Both cases involved
illegal money and action. But
here the similarity ends.

We have seen and read how
George Floyd was questioned,
detained, handcuffed with hands
behind his back, and eventually
put face down on the curb and
subjected to a knee to his neck
forovereight minutes. Mr.Floyd
is no longer alive.

Mr. Bannon was arrested
on a yacht, brought to court and
arraigned, and with his lawyers
is now calling his apprehension
some political stunt. Mr. Bannon
is very much alive. But the
concept of equal protection under
the law is not.

The money involved in
Mr. Bannon’s case is 50,000
times greater than the $20 in

Mr. Floyd’s case. If we had
equal justice under the law this
is what might have happened
to Mr. Bannon. He would have
been handcuffed and placed face
down.Because his alleged crime
was 50,000 times greater than
Mr. Floyd’s, one of the arresting
agents would have put a knee to
his neck for 400,000 minutes or
16,666 days, or 45.5 months or
3.5 years.

Or to put it another way,
Mr. Floyd would have been
arraigned, spoken with his
lawyer and made his way to
court to be judged by the facts.
If this stark contrast in how two
different people can be treated so
differently doesn’t help readers
understand the anger, pain, and
fear felt by so many citizens of
our democracy, then I suggest
there is something wrong with the
moral compass of this country.

Andrew Urban

Eagles Nest Township

We can’t let climate
change fall off the
agenda, again

What is the most important
news this month? Seems a hard
pick from so many options. Most
of them are horrendous. Racial
unfairness to the demise of some,
political punches with more than
normal vitriol, pandemic pain in
social, economic and life terms,
unresolved trade wars, geopoliti-
cal poisons, voter skepticism,job
loss, evictions and hunger by so
many worldwide and even here
in the world’s richest economy.
Thelistis serious and grows long.
We are deluged by the sadness
and growing weary.

Take a breath for a moment
toreview the news and make sure
we haven’t missed something.

Oh,how about the existential
threat of climate change? Any
news on that front? Oops, here
is an article from a couple days
ago about the hottest temperature
everrecorded on the planet- 130F
right here in the good old U.S.

Here is another about the
new Arctic record high of 100
degrees. Look at all the news
about the many and now con-
necting-up fires from lightning

during the exceptional California
to Arizonato Colorado heatwave.

Ah, look at this: Scientists
just published a study on Aug.
13 that concludes in-situ data
spread over three decades reveals
we may have passed a point of
noreturn for Greenland thawing.
Only one year in a 100 will now
add more snow than melting.
Albeit, this is over an extensive
time, but it joins last year’s news
about the 25 percent of the West
Antarctic Ice Sheet melt that
is also “unstoppable” due to
human-caused climate change.

One now ‘only’ needs to
search Google to find this news.
“Dynamic ice loss from the
Greenland Ice Sheet driven by
sustained glacier retreat” and
more.

It seems reasonable to pick
this as a top news item. Many
major cities around the world
and in the U.S. are committed
to go under many feet of sea
water. Why is this getting so
little press? Grab your snorkel.

However, climate change
is finally a part of this political
season’s topics. Even Congress
is taking note with the growing
bipartisan signatories on the CCL
(Citizens Climate Lobby) H.R.
763. We must get into the news
to get serious about fighting the
most important emergency the
human race faces to extend our
future on this planet. So, listen
to the news but filter out the rest
until this gets our attention and
action.Itisan ‘unequalled’emer-
gency. Urge your congressional
representatives to join the H.R.
763 movement. Soon, please.

https://www.nature.com/
articles/s43247-020-0001-2

https://www.usatoday.com/
story/news/nation/2019/05/17/
climate-change-25-west-antarc-
tic-ice-sheet-now-unstable-due-
global-warming/3706584002/

https://www.washington-
post.com/weather/2020/08/16/
death-valley-heat-record/

John Munter

Dave Carroll

Warba, Minn.

SO manv things lie heneath our masks

As our lives
continue in the
Time of COVID,
I believe we are
feeling multi-lay-
ered effects of the
restrictions and the
impending sense
of...of what? Of
doom? Of the
ongoingness of it?
Of the fatigue of
keeping hopeful?

happen or how long
this will last affects
everyone.

Some of those
layered effects are
subtle,some are not.

excepting science
fiction writers, futur-
ists, and environ-
mentalists, that we
would live in a time
when mask-wearing

It’s different for

everyone, but I’'m quite sure
that notknowing what’s going to

1s mandated? Some
not-so-subtle results are that it’s
hard to read facial expressions

Whoeverimagined,

and to hear muffled talking,
especially from six feet away.
Normally, we might lean in to
hear better, but that defeats the
purpose of distancing, so we
stop ourselves. I think it has
made us stiff, a bit robotic, this
being careful in ways we’re not
used to. I notice a lack of eye
contact in places where people
are in closer proximity like the
grocery store, as we carefully
give as much distance as we
can passing in a narrow aisle.
Sometimes my mask creeps up
and interferes with my vision,

another thing that makes me feel
abitdisoriented and off balance.
In the “old days,” I wouldn’t
get out the door without at least
a couple conversations with
people I know, and now that
just doesn’t happen as much as
we scurry through our shopping
to minimize contact...and to get
out in the fresh air and take our
masks off.

We can communicate a lot
to each other non-verbally with
minimal effort when we don’t
have masks covering our faces.
Sometimes I smile and realize

no one can tell that I am. I’ve
thoughtI'should make up awhole
bunch of lollipop-type signs on
popsicle sticks thathave ahappy
face on one side and a frowny
face on the other so I could pass
them out to people in the grocery
store. We could have acollection
of lollipops with faces or words
that express “I’'m excited, sad,
preoccupied, lonely, hopeful,
angry, thoughtful, hungry, or
bored” to choose the mood of
the moment.
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The other side of the
Greenwood story

I read the letters to the
editor in the Timberjay and
decidedIcouldn’tbesilent. The
Greenwood residents really need
to hear another side of the story.

Jeff Maus is the last person
that anyone should listen to. He
has sued the township multiple
times, files grievance after griev-
ance and refuses to work with
the current fire administration
or board. He doesn’t believe
that any of the rules apply to
him. He complains about the
attorney fees. In my opinion, he
has cost the township more than
anyone between settlements,
audits and attorney fees related
to his serial complaint, grievance
and lawsuit filing.

His latest letter is bashing
Mike Ralston. The township is
lucky to have Mike as the chair.
He owns a business so is expe-
rienced in areas that the town-
ship needs — he knows human
Resources law, accounting and
budgeting, because of his busi-
ness he understands maintenance
and road issues. He also has the
level personality that is needed
to deal with the Bassing cabal
that does nothing but complain,
write letters, file grievances and
continue to bash the board.

When the clerk flat out
refuses to work with him, he
lets it roll off of him rather
than letting her get to him. She
didn’t bother with an agenda
and refused to attend the last
meeting. Mike prepared the
agenda and took the minutes.
Herlittle passive aggressive ploy

Bones found off
Echo Trail ID’d as
missing camper

ELY - Human remains
found in the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness in April

MASKS....Continued from page 4

Letters from Readers

did nothing other than show how
little she thinks of her position
and the township. It also shows
Mike’s leadership ability.

For those of you who don’t
know the whole story about the
clerk’s pay - the town clerk was
given ahuge raise the year before
the current clerk won the elec-
tion. I believe the reason Drobac
won is that many people didn’t
believe the increase was warrant-
ed. Clerk Drobac collected the
same salary that was established
by the board even though she
didn’t have any experience.

When planning and zoning
went to St. Louis County under
then-Chairman John Bassing, the
workload for the clerk and trea-
surer was reduced, but there was
no decrease in compensation. In
fact, there was a three-percent
raise added each year. The
Greenwood clerk is the highest
paid township clerk in the area
even though our transaction
level is very small. The current
board reduced the salary to bring
it in line with the workload and
made it more comparable with
the area compensation. The
people complaining the most
now are the same people who
were complaining the most when
the increase happened in 2015.

The cabal would like people
tobelieve that the board drove me
out. I was tired of working with
a clerk that continued to make
the same mistakes, excluded
me from meetings I should have
been in, didn’t forward emails
that should have gone to me,
opened letters addressed to me
and then filed them away — one
of them being an IRS notice that
our payroll deposits were not

2019 have been identified as
belonging to a missing camper
who had not been seen since the
previous year.

The skeletal remains have
been positively identified as
Jordan Grider, 29, of Moriarty,
N.M., who had been staying at

made timely (herresponsibility),
yelled at me in meetings,and was
sweet as pie when she needed
help with something.

Now she has appointed
Jeff Maus as deputy clerk even
though our attorneys have
advised that we don’t share
correspondence regarding law-
suits with him. I think she’s a
detriment to the township and I
have never had to deal with such
unprofessional behavior in my
40 years of working. The board
does not harass the clerk. It is
actually the other way around.
She refuses to work with anyone
unless it benefits her.

Another reason for my
resignation is because even with
my vastaccounting background,
people (including some of the
board members) refused to listen
when I said that I believe the
townshipis headed for cash flow
problems in a couple of years.
Twice the voters voted foralevy
lower than what Irecommended.
I don’t want to stick around to
deal with cash flow problems
in a wealthy township and I am
not going to work to borrow
money. Theincrease in the levy
would have been less than $100
for most of us. What is wrong
with people?

The Bassing cabal is hoping
to regain control of the board.
They will either blame the
currentboard for the need toraise
thelevy,orthey will try toreduce
or eliminate the fire department.
The fire department is the reason
we have a township. Without it,
our insurance will go up more
than we pay for taxes. Not good
for anyone. Please support the
current board.

a campsite off the Sioux Hustler
Trail, near the Echo Trail. He
had not been seen since Oct.
22,2018.

According to the St. Louis
County Sheriff’s Department,
the remains were found on
April 25, 2019 when officers

I urge everyone to take a
good look around. I urge more
people to come to the meetings
and see for themselves what
the cabal is doing. Please make
sure to vote. We live in the most
beautiful place on earth - why is
it so hard to get along?

Pam Rodgers

Former Treasurer

Greenwood Township

Time to stop
destroying our
woods and wildlife

Now that we have the insane
wolf hunting stopped, what
about adopting a sane policy
regarding the unnecessary bear
hunting season?

And while we’re at it we
might take notice of the beauty
of our woods and lakes and
rivers while they’re still here,
because don’t look now, but Mr.
Peabody’s big trucks are hauling
it away, every day.

Speaking of the woods ...the
woods are the home of Bigfoot,
Sasquatch, all around us. [ know
it’s true and so do many of our
friends and neighbors. They
are not apes. They are some
sort of human, and their home
is the woods, the woods we are
destroying every day.

Mike Palecek

Saginaw, Minn.

Trump and his
backers put out fake
news on mail ballots

Once again, on the
Timberjay’s website, someone

located Grider’s campsite while
attempting to perform a welfare
check and found large amounts
of blood at the site. Sheriff’s
investigators, along with offi-
cials from the U.S.BorderPatrol,
U.S. Forestry Service and St.
Louis County Rescue Squad

claiming the name Scott Atwater
is blaming the Fake News for
misrepresenting his favorite
President’s words— this time
over voting by mail.

His comment about Trump
not saying the word injecting, as
in injecting disinfectants for the
treatment of the virus, is blatantly
wrong. I just watched a video of
that news conference and he did
utter the word inject and the word
disinfectant!

The nextday he tried to walk
that back with the statement that
he was being sarcastic. Why
would someone say that when
this is a serious subject? As
far as rigging an election goes,
he’s trying his best to put out
misinformation on fraud whenit
comes tomail-in voting. There’s
no credible evidence that mail-in
voting has a great deal of fraud
connected to it. Especially as
the President has put out there
that countries will put out fake
mail-in ballots.

Brian LaFrenier

Embarrass

Try reading the
paper you write for

Regarding Mr. Sikora’s
article of last week in The Tower
News.

Iamsorry you have toblame
someone else for your mistakes.
The date for the Greenwood
Township August meeting was
found in several different places.
The most obvious— The Tower
News.

Sue Drobac

Greenwood Clerk

conducted an extensive search
and gathered evidence,including
skeletal remains, but were unable
to locate any signs of Grider due
to deep snow.

The exact cause of death
remains unknown, authorities
said. Foul play is not suspected.

Meanwhile, the mask
industry has been booming
doing just that. A quick
internet search will bring
up masks that reflect your
profession,hobbies, polit-
ical affiliations, humor,
favorite cartoon character
or superhero, and a whole
range of opinions about
life on this planet. I found
masks that said, “I’mactu-
ally smiling,” “If you can
read this,you’retooclose,”
“Namaste, get away,” or
you can customize your
own message. We're like
walking bumper stickers.
You can transform your
face with your favorite
breed of dog, cat, pig,
or wild animal. One of
my favorites is a realistic
snoutand mouth of ablack
Labrador with a BIG ham-
burger in its mouth.

I saw a set printed in
the UK with much more
restrained images, like
grimaces instead of the
giant, grinning, American

SCHOOLS...Continued from page 3

upward to be equivalent
to that in surrounding
districts, with an initial
starting wage of $16.03 per
hour for paraprofessionals.
Engebritson has said in
the past that the increased
wage will make the district
more competitive in hiring
for these positions.

The agreement also
includes a clause that
would make payment
on all wage and benefit
improvements retroac-
tive to June 30, provided
that the agreement is
ratified by the union by
Sept. 2. Engebritson said
Tuesday that ratifying
the agreement ahead of
the union’s vote would
enable the district toimple-

mouths.There was one that
looked suspiciously like
Trump’s weird little square
mouth. They do so love to
ridicule us Colonials, and
Trump is giving them lots
of fodder.So,youcanhave
a drawerful of masks to
express your various inner
selves, whether you’re
feeling British la-di-dah
orrock star wild and crazy.

What is much harder
to express is the diffi-
cult-to-define unease that
we may be feeling, whether
we’re aware of itor not. We
have all experienced loss
of various kinds: some
have lost loved ones, jobs,
income, and health; all of
us have lost the normality
of our lives. Well-known
author Brene” Brown
said in an interview on
the Today Show, “I think,
collectively, whatIseeisa
growing weariness. I think
we’re tired — physically,
emotionally and spiritu-
ally exhausted.” She said

ment it immediately upon
union approval, rather
than having to wait for the
September board meeting.

Meanwhile, in a per-
sonnel action on Tuesday,
the board accepted without
discussion the resignations
of ten individuals from
positions covered by the
agreement. It is unknown
what relation, if any, the
resignations had to the
contract revisions.

Prior to approving the
Tuesday meeting agenda,
an item seeking approval
of a letter of agreement
addressing compensation
of coaches and co-curric-
ular advisors was removed
from consideration. The
letter, which was included

that when we experience
crises like natural disas-
ters, we usually have
enough adrenaline to get
through it, but COVID-19
1s not short-lived, and we
have to figure out how to
do a new normal while
grieving the loss of our
old normal.

There are different
levels of grief going on,
and we may not want
to talk about it or even
acknowledge it. We may
have lost the opportunity
to attend celebrations or
funerals, goon the planned
vacation, or visit family
and friends.

LoriGottlieb,therapist
and author of “Maybe You
Should Talk to Someone,”
says that we have also lost
the predictability that we
take for granted in daily
life: that there will be
eggs and toilet paper on
supermarket shelves, that
we can safely touch a door
knob with our bare hands,

that we can get a haircut
and our teeth cleaned or
spend a Saturday afternoon
atthe movies.” I was at the
grocery store today and
some empty spaces on the
shelves caught my atten-
tion, and I stopped short,
feelingalittle alarm: “Now
what’s not available?”
We also may be
experiencing anticipatory
grief, running an unending
hamster wheel of possi-
bilities in our mind: What
if I can’t graduate, what
if we can’t see our ailing
parents, what if I lose my
job, what if, what if, what
if. Ms. Gottlieb’s advice
is to acknowledge the
grief, our own and others,
including our collective
grief; stay in the present;
and let those around you
grieve in their own way.
If you try to tough it
out or stay in denial, your
feelings will leak out in
various ways: fatigue,
inability to sleep, mental

fogginess, grouchy or
angry behavior, or resort-
ing to food, drugs, or
alcohol to numb out.
Wallowing in the drama
of future possibilities of
loss does you absolutely
no good. To paraphrase
Mark Twin, “Worrying
is like paying interest on
a debt you don’t owe.”
Trying to control how
others are expressing their
grief isn’t helpful either.
Some people want to
isolate and be quiet, others
want to socialize. Some
of us like to bake, sew, or
create art; some spend a
lot of time in the outdoors;
others bury themselves in
books or TV.I was talking
with a friend who was
feeling depressed, and her
husband said he justdidn’t
understand or know what
to do because he’d never
experienced depression,
so he tended not to listen
to her. I said, “You really
don’t need to fix her or do

anything else...just listen
to what it’s like for her.”

Ambiguous loss is
a specific type of loss
characterized by lack of
closure, resolution, or
clear understanding, first
coined by Dr. Pauline
Boss in the 1970s. She
developed strategies to
help people who lost
loved ones through wars,
immigration, kidnapping,
and natural disasters to
build resilience through
accepting ambivalence
and identifying new hope.
Ourliving with apandemic
also brings with it ambig-
uous loss, and we need
to learn the resilience of
accepting loss and creating
new ways of doing things.
If we remember we’re not
alone in this and give each
other time to talk and be
well-listened to, that can
go a long way to ease the
unease and help us to feel
seen and heard.

inthe board packet,includ-
ed proposed accommoda-
tions to changes made by
the Minnesota State High
School League in which
certain sports,such as foot-
ball,will have split seasons
with practices in the fall
and a shortened regular
season in the spring.

In other business on
Tuesday, the board:

» Approved a memo-
randum of understanding
with Teamsters Local 346
removing the position of
commodities distributor
from the food service
contract.

»Heard an updated
report from Business
Manager Kim Johnson
regarding long-term facil-

ities maintenance funds.
Among theitems projected
in the budget were roof
repairs to Tower-Soudan
Elementary in fiscal year
2022 and work on athletic
fields at North Woods
School in fiscal year 2022
and 2023. The budget will
be reviewed again at a
future meeting.

»Placed North Woods
teacher Amanda Pascuzzi
on a part-time special
assignment.

»Hired Dawn Niemi
as a full-time independent
education program assis-
tant and Rebecca Smith
as a substitute bus driver,
both at North Woods.

» Recalled Title 1
teachers Amy Nelson and

Nathaniel LeBeque at
North Woods and Kathleen
Meier at Tower-Soudan.
» Accepted resigna-
tions from North Woods
paraprofessionals Jennifer
Scofield, Kristine Benoit,
Suzanne Holter, Jessica
Gaskell, and Sydney Bell;
North Woods independent

education interventionist
Liz Burton; North Woods
teacheraide Larry Barnes;
and Tower-Soudan assis-
tant cook Yvette Lange.

Ethwuic Creations

Handmade ghcts from the Past tothe Present

Classes * Custom Orders
Weaving ° Felting * Quilting
Needle Arts

Open Monday & Tuesday from 10-4
7148 Cty Rd 715, Embarrass, MN 55732
218-741-1536 or 218-750-0475 (cell)
www.finnishethniccreations.com
,"“ . debwiitanen.etsy.com “%
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Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m. Canceled until
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 5088
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food

Shelf- Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of
the Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is Sept. 15.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first
(business meeting) and
third (drill) Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

BEST Basehall
takes 2nd at
Ed Berdice

Tournament

REGIONAL- The
BEST (Babbitt, Embar-
rass, Soudan, Tower)
Majors Little League
team won second place
at their only tournament
this summer, the Ed Ber-
dice Tournament in Au-
rora, on the first weekend
of August.

In the first game
on Friday, BEST beat
Chisholm 12 to 11. “We
came from behind, we
were down four and
took the lead and won
it with two more in the

SUMMER BASEBALL

sixth,” said coach Greg
Dostert. On Saturday,
the team won their sec-
ond game against Mes-

abi East and then lost
to Ely, 7 to 10, in their
third game. On Sunday,

BEST fell to Ely again in
the championship game,
2 to 3. “I think we were

the youngest team in the
tournament, it’s quite a
feat we did so well,” said

Dostert. “That was a very
fun team to coach.”

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- When Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary opens on
Tuesday, Sept. 8, there will be a
new full-time dean of students
on site to greet the students.

John Jirik is known to many
in the area, having worked in
area schools since 1991. Most
recently he was the dean of stu-
dents, football coach, and Ath-
letic Director at North Woods
School. He started teaching at
the Orr High School in 1991,
where he also coached football
and basketball. His experience
also includes being a peer coach
for teachers.

“I see myself as moving
from one small town to another
small town,” Jirik said. “I want
to become part of the Tow-
er-Soudan community.”

Jirik sees his new role at
T-S as providing consistent
leadership and becoming the

\ the T, IMBERJAY
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Tower-Soudan gets a IuII time dean of students

“go-to” person for teachers and
staff. The school previously had

a part-time principal, sharing
Kelly Engman with Northeast
Range, and had a half-time dean
of students in the building. Eng-
man is still the building’s prin-
cipal, but Jirik will be on site
full-time.

“We want our kids to get
the best learning they can,” Jirik
said. “That is why we are here.”

Jirik said the small class siz-
es at T-S truly allow teachers to

put into practice the district slo-
gan, “where every kid is some-
body.”

Jirik got high marks from
North Woods Principal John
Vukmanich when he was ap-
pointed to the new position last
May.

“John’s presence here at
North Woods will certainly be
missed,” Vukmanich said. “In
addition to his several roles, he
also had a wealth of experience
in working with teachers as a
peer coach, bringing with him
his knowledge from being a for-
mer social studies teacher. What
I’ve appreciated most about him
is his ability to show extreme
patience when working with
students.”

New at T-S this year is a
Level 3 supported classroom
for special education students
who need instruction outside of
the regular classroom. Teach-
er Brandi Richards-Berger will
be leading that new classroom,

which has five students enrolled
at the school of the year, but
those numbers are expected to
grow. The school will also wel-
come a new Kindergarten teach-
er, Kristine Sorgenftrei.

Jirik said he is excited to
begin working with the school
staff. Jo Holen (first grade),
Charissa Dahl (second grade),
Jacqueline Horvat (third grade),
Michelle  Anderson (fourth
grade), and Scott Chiabotti
(fifth/sixth grade) are all back in
the building this year.

“They come with very high
commendations,” he said. The
family-like atmosphere at the
school also reminds him of his
time at the Orr School.

“I am hoping to be here for
a long time,” he said.
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EMBARRASS- Wif-

ship game with a
record. The
teams in their di-
vision all went
1-1, but the Ala-
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fleball will go on. The
12th Annual Red Bear
Wiffleball Tournament
was held on Saturday,
Aug. 1. Seven teams,
mostly local this year due
to the pandemic, compet-
ed in the all-day event.
Teams were mixed, male
and female, and it was the
teams mostly made up of
younger folks who ruled
the day.

The winner this year
was “The Alaspa Bunch,”
coached by Ryan and
Crystal Alaspa. Sec-
ond-place honors went to
the Tower-Soudan team,
coached by Matt Tuchel.

“The Alaspa Bunch”
went into the champion-

spas advanced out
of their division
by having the best
defensive record,
giving up the
fewest runs. The
Tower-Soudan |
team went into
the championship
having won both
of their division
games. The final
score of the cham-
pionship  game
was 7-5.

“The game was tied
at 5-5 going into the last
inning,” said event orga-
nizer Marlin Bjornrud.
“So it was a close game.”

The annual wiffle-
ball extravaganza began

Home| Visitor

| RUMMAGE SALE '

St. Martin’s Catholic Church, Tower, MN

r----‘-----

Saturday, August 29 ;=
8:30 AMto 1 PM

For all those EARLY BIRD
shoppers-the doors
will open at 8 AM-for the
small charge of $5.

Masks and hand sanitizer will be
available at the entrance!

Bﬁc SALEZ Caramel Rolls
Sunday, August 30 available for
8 AM-10:15 AM take out only
11:30 AM-12:30 PM $2.50
Purchase a bag-and fill for $3

Lots to choose from: Books, puzzles, DVDs, CDs, ]
kitchen stuff, gardening, toys, men's stuff, fabric, N
crafts, decor, etc. J
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after the Bjornrud family
created their own wif-
fleball field, complete
with backstop, as part
of the graduation party
for the youngest of their
six children, Brett. The
Bjornruds grown chil-
dren would come back
with teams of friends,
and the tournament was
born. Attendance at the
tournament was consid-
ered a family obligation
and, most years, all their
grown children returned
home with friends and
family to participate.

This year, due to the pan-
demic, most of the teams
playing were local.

The Alaspa Bunch (from Ieft) Brady Alaspa, Abby
Carmody, Darren Jorgenson, Jacob Alaspa, Josh
Berlin, Tommy Carmody, and Crystal Alaspa, kneeling.
submitted

“Family  members
didn’t travel back home
as they did in past years,”
Tuchel noted.

But the tournament
did go on as Bjornrud
worked to recruit more
local players.

Tuchel, who has
played on teams the past
four years, said Bjornrud
had asked him to form his
own team this year with
players from Tower and
Soudan. The Alaspa team
featured players from
Embarrass and Vermilion
Lake.

Goods made
from
Canvas, Leather
& Muskrat
A

Fridays 4-6 PM
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Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Tuesday Group
ELY - The upcom-
ing Tuesday Group
schedule is listed
below. All talks are at
12 noon on Tuesdays.
All presentations
are administered in a
virtual presence until

Ely library

further notice due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
Send email to stevie-

Babbitt library

ELY MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

& T.l

M Noon- .

TL?:sddag/y Nggg-g Bm schon@gmail.com for
Wednesday  Noon-6 pm | more information.
Thursday Noon-6 pm Sept. 1 - Jeff Pike,
Friday Noon-5pm | President of WICOLA

Phone: 827-3345

- White Iron Chain of
Lakes Association (A
joint Zoom meeting

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous
AA -7 p.m. Mondays,

Change organization)

with Ely’s Climate

and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, First
Lutheran Church,

915 E. Camp St,, Ely
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday

at noon at Ledgerock
Community Church, 1515
E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m.,
upstairs at Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

persistent heat waves

winter’s sounding fine

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2020

waiting for fall’s lower temps

CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic

Call

Church, Ely. to subscribe
ELY FOOD SHELF - to the

Third Wednesday each - . I
month, 15 W. Conan St. Tim berj ay.
ADULT BASIC S\ 3
EDUCATION GED \ @

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Tower
by appointment.

Call 218-365-3359,

753-2950
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Cross country |

e

eam ready

for first meet on Wednesday

ELY — The Memorial High
School cross country team began
their second week of training this
week. More than 45 participants
in grades 7-12 began the fall sport
practices, an early sign that summer
is coming to an end. School starts on

Tuesday, Sept. 8.

Runners gather at various loca-
tions in the early mornings. One
constant prior to each workout is a
daily temperature check and health
screening, while the boys and girls
teams are split into smaller “pods”
during practice to limit interaction,

Dusich.

> Sept.

according to head coach Jayne

State high school cross country
teams are limited to seven regular
season meets this year, because of
COVID-19 restrictions, and Ely’s
schedule is still a work in progress.
Coach Dusich said she continues
working with otherregional coaches
to schedule meets for the season.

A partial schedule includes:

»Sept. 2 - Virginia Golf Course,
8 a.m. (Varsity/Junior Varsity).

10 - Greenway/
Nashwauk/ Keewatin Invite at

East Ridge Golf Course, 3:15 p.m.
(Varsity).

»Sept. 11 — Hibbing Meet, Vic
Power Park, 4 p.m., (Junior High).

»Oct. 2 — Ely Invite, Ely Golf
Course, 1 p.m. for Chisholm, Mesabi
East and Mt. Iron/Buhl and 4 p.m.,
for Ely, Greenway/Nashwauk/
Keewatinand Virginia, (Varsity and
Junior High).

Meets are limited to three teams
because of the pandemic, according
to Dusich, and she does not know
yet if there will be postseason com-
petition.

Ely Police Report - July 15 - Aug.15, 2020

Arrests/Gitations

>» Traffic Stop.
Officers issued a cita-
tion for Driving After
Revocation.

»Physical Domestic.
Officers arrested an
individual for Domestic
Assault.

» Shoplifting.
Officers issued a citation
for shoplifting.

» Traffic Stop.
Individual issued a citation
for small amount of mar-
ijuana in a motor vehicle.

with a 911 call.

»Medical. Individual
was arrested for Criminal
Vehicular Operation and
3rd Degree Driving Under
the Influence.

»Domestic Assault.
Individual arrested
for Domestic Assault,
Disorderly Conduct,
Underage Consumption,
and 4th Degree Assault on
a Peace Officer.

Complaints
> Animal
Disturbance. Officers edu-

» Traffic Stop. catedindividualsaboutnot
Individual was issued a having dogs in the park.
citation fordriving without » Animal Dis-

a license.

»Domestic Assault.
Officers arrested an
individual for Domestic
Assault with strangulation.

>» Traffic Stop.
Individual was arrested
for 5th degree posses-
sion, possession of drug
paraphernalia, juvenile in
possession of tobacco, and
speeding.

» Disturbance.
Officers were called
about several individuals
that were running around
knocking on doors. One
individual was issued a
citation for Disorderly
Conduct, Public Nuisance,
and Possession of
Marijuana. Three indi-
viduals issued Curfew
citations.

»Domestic Assault.
Officers arrested an
individual for Domestic
Assault and Interference

turbance. Officers edu-
cated an individual about
the city laws regarding
dogs at the beach.

» Parking Problem.
Officers assisted a local
business to remove a
vehicle from their prop-
erty.

» Disturbance.
Officers mediated adispute
between former spouses.

»Fraud. Officers were
contacted about a fraudu-
lentaccountbeing opened.
This caseis pending inves-
tigation.

» Disturbance.
Officers were called about
two individuals having a
verbal argument. Officers
mediated the situation for
the night.

> Animal
Disturbance. Officers
came across a bear knock-
ing over garbage cans.
Officers led the bear back
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Garﬁlir(jiqr
Humanities
Trust

We are now accepting

2020 Arts Grant

Applications

for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants,
Scholarships & Operational Funding

Updated grant applications and guidelines are
available online at www.gardnertrust.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS:
12:00 noon on Wed., Sept. 30

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact
Keiko Williams, Executive Director, by the end of August,
for help and review of their applications.

Call 365-2639 or email info@gardnertrust.org
Youth Grant applicants must call Keiko by Monday, Sept. 14
to schedule a grant review meeting.

into the woods for the
night.

>» Extra Patrol.
Officers were requested
to patrol an intersection as
vehicles were not obeying
the stop sign.

> Animal
Disturbance. Officers were
contacted about a custody
issue over a dog. Officers
explained the proper way
to obtain the dog.

» Check Welfare.
Officers were contacted
about an individual that
was not answering their
phone. Thisindividual was
located and did not need
any assistance.

> Animal
Disturbance. Officers edu-
cated an individual about
the city laws regarding
dogs at the park.

» Hot Dog. Officers
were called about a dog
that was left in a vehicle
that appeared to be in
distress. Officers made
contact with the owner of
the dog and the owner was
advised aboutleaving dogs
in vehicles.

> Fireworks.
Officers were contacted
about fireworks being
fired. Officers located the
individual and a warning
was issued.

»Loud Party. Officers
were called about a loud
party. Officers determined
that there was not a party
and the volume was rea-
sonable.

> Fireworks. Officers
were called about fire-
works being fired off.
Officers were not able to
locate the source of the
complaint.

» Extra Patrol.
Officers were requested
to patrol an area for ATVs
driving fast.

» Check Welfare.
Officers were contacted
about an individual that
was intoxicated and laying
in a yard. Officers located
the individual and they
were transported to the
hospital.

» Juvenile. Officers
were contacted about a
group of juveniles moving
bikes around. Officers
spoke with the juveniles.

» Intoxicated Person.

Officers were called about
a group of individuals that
were intoxicated trying to
startafight. Allindividuals
agreed to call it a night.

» Intoxicated Person.
Officers were called to a
local business about an
intoxicated individual. Ely
Ambulance transported the
individual to the hospital.

»Mask Compliance.
Officers were called to
a local business about
employees not following
the mask order. Officers
observed full compliance.

» Check Welfare.
Officers were called to
check on an individual
that was not answering the
phone. Officers located the
individual and all was well.

> Animal
Disturbance. Officers
found the neighborhood
bear taking a nap in a tree.
Bear was given space and
moved on back into the
woods.

» Fire Outside.
Officers were contacted
about two individuals that
were having afire. Officers
located the fire and the
individuals were educated
on fire safety and the fire
was put out.

» Parking. Officers
were contacted about a
vehicle parked in a private
parking lot. Officers con-
tacted that owner of the
vehicle and the vehicle
was moved.

»Damage to property.
Officers were contacted
about a vehicle that had
eggs on it. This case is
under investigation.

>» Disturbance.
Officers were contacted
about an ATV that was
speeding around town in
the alleys. This case is
under investigation.

»Open Door. Officers
located an open door.
Officers determined that
nothing was out of place
and closed the door.

> Animal
Disturbance. Officers were
contacted about a dog that
was barking and left alone
for two days. Officers
arrived and made contact
with the owner of the dog
who was nothome and had
the dog with them.

www.timberjay.com



0 August 28, 2020

COOK/ORR LOGAL NEWS

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

Vision for riverfront park puts veterans at the fore

Fundraising for Friends of the Parks venture gets underway

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- It’s been the
site of a popular dance
hall, a location for the
Timber Days carnival,
and more recently, just a
pretty piece of grass-cov-
ered property at the north
end of Front St. called
Riverfront Park.

But that’s going to
be changing sometime
soon, as Cook Friends
of the Parks has plans
to turn the venue into a
destination that not only
provides for recreational
activities, but also hon-
ors the area’s military
veterans.

Members of Friends
of the Parks shared their
plans with the Cook City
Council this past spring
and received approval
for a signature element
of the transformation,
renaming the little park
as Veterans Riverfront
Park.

While the entire
Friends group is enthu-
siastically on board with
the project, Friends of
the Parks members Jean-
nie Taylor and Diane
Brunner agreed that one
member in particular has
been the driving force
behind the new plan.

“We kind of have
to give that to Carrolle
Wood,” Friends of the
Parks member Jeannie
Taylor said.

“Carrolle’s the one,”
Brunner said. “It was her
dream to get Riverfront
Park going.”

Old-timers will re-
member the location as a
place where they would
go to kick up their heels.

“There was a big
dance hall on the front
of the property, Riek’s,”
said Steve Kajala, anoth—
er Friends of the Parks
member. “It would have
been demolished in the
50s or 60s.”

“We were trying to
remember — I graduated
in 1971 and I don’t ever
remember it being there,”
Taylor said. “When we
went to Timber Days as
kids it wasn’t there. We
used to have carnivals

there all the time.”

Over the years,
while the little park has
been used at times for
lunch breaks by employ-
ees of nearby businesses
such as Cook Building
Center, it’s become near-
ly invisible to many.

“It was minorly de-
veloped many, many
years ago,” Kajala said.
“They had a number of
picnic tables and things,
and they were broken,
destroyed, or stolen. Af-
ter that, it’s just basically
been a lawn for many,
many years, and most
people don’t even real-
ize there’s a park there. It
just looks like an exten-
sion of the parking lot.”

A small, more se-
cluded park offers resi-
dents and tourists alike
an alternative to the larg-
er city park.

“It’s just a nice place
for even community
members, not only the
tourists, to go and have
lunch or the workers in
town that are close to
their can just walk down
and enjoy their lunch
hour,” Brunner said.

“People that want to
go walking, it would be
a good place to meet and
they can walk the loop,”
Taylor said. “There will
be picnic tables and bar-
becue grills so people
can grill. If it’s noisy or
busy at the other park,
it’ll be a quieter place.”

And this time,
Friends of the Parks is
planning to install stur-
dy concrete picnic tables
and will design other el-
ements to deter potential
vandalism that would
discourage the park’s
use.

Honoring veterans

There’s a plaque on
the bridge over the Little
Fork River by the park
designating it as Veterans
Bridge, but few if any
people notice it as they
drive by. By naming the
park Veterans Riverfront
Park and incorporating
elements to recognize
veterans, Cook will have
a more fitting tribute to
their service, Taylor and
Brunner said.

“That brldge is the
only thing in town that
has a veterans designa-
tion on it,” Taylor said.
“We have so many vet-
erans, and they’re not re-
ally recognized a whole
lot.”

They’re still work-
ing on plans for that as-
pect of the park, but it
will likely include flag-
poles for American and
POW/MIA flags, a flow-
er bed, and eventually
some plaques.

A recent presenta-
tion to the Cook VFW
was enthusiastically
received, and the post
plans to vote to formally
support the project at an
upcoming meeting.

Downtown  Cook
could also gain increased
visibility from a Veterans
Riverfront Park, as many
veterans and their fami-
lies and friends will of-
ten seek out veterans me-
morials to spend a few
moments reflecting and
paying their respects.

development

While the initial
plans for the park, which
include fencing to block
off the adjacent Cana-
dian National railroad
tracks, are geared toward
immediate recreational
use, the group also has
ideas for taking advan-
tage of the river.

Currently, the riv-
er isn’t accessible in the
park, with dense shrubs
and trees completely en-
veloping the bank, and
rip rap under the bridge
being unsafe to clamber
on.

“The riverfront right
now is basically choked
with honeysuckle and
buckthorn, which are
both invasives, all the
way from the bridge to
the railroad property on
the east side,” Kajala
said.

But it wouldn’t have
to remain like that.

“We’ve been talking
about a canoe landing
and a fishing pier, possi-
bly,” Kajala said.

To do that, Friends
of the Parks would look
to collaborate with the
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Cook Friends of the Parks got a big boost to its fundraising efforts for
its Veterans Riverfront Park project on Friday with a $1,000 donation
from the Cook Lions Club. Pictured are, from left, Lions Club president
Steve Kajala, Lions Club treasurer Jody Refsdal, and Friends of the
Parks members Diane Brunner and Jeannie Taylor. photo by D. Colburn

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources,
which certainly puts
those possibilities into a
future stage of develop-
ment.

“The DNR, those
projects take years to
complete because they
have to do a lot of dif-
ferent things,” Kajala
said. “But when they do
it, they cover the whole
works.”

Kajala said that a
good section of the riv-
er is navigable from that
location, and that possi-
bly obtaining a piece of
land directly across Riv-
er Street from the park
would provide a more
suitable place for those
additions.

Fundraising

Not surprisingly,
even the modest first
stage planned by Friends
of the Parks is going to
cost a fair amount — they
estimate about $25,000
will be needed. And
while the group does
have some money in the
bank, they don’t have
enough to cover that, and
also want to have mon-
ey on reserve for other
parks projects.

A strong possibili-
ty for funding is getting
a grant through the Iron
Range Resources and

Rehabilitation Board,
which has a category of
grants well-suited for
this purpose. But while
the grant would provide
a portion of the funds,
it wouldn’t pay for any
more than half of the
total costs. The grant re-
quires a dollar-for-dollar
match from the commu-

nity.

Some of that match
can come from the
Friends’ existing re-

sources, but community
donations will be essen-
tial, and they’re already
receiving some major
support. The Cook Lions
Club and Timber Days
committee have each
pledged $1,000 to the
project.

Kajala is also the
current Lions Club pres-
ident.

“It was unanimous
support,” Kajala said.
“The longer-term mem-
bers of the Lions have
been here for their whole
lives or for most of it.
They remember when
that area was utilized.
They’re very excited to
be a part of this. It was
an easy decision.”

Taylor also noted
that in addition to year-
round community mem-
bers, people who call the
Cook area home during

the summers have tradi-
tionally been generous
givers to local causes,
and some may be inter-
ested in donating to a
project honoring veter-
ans.

Obviously, the time-
line for actually starting
work depends on the
availability of funds, but
Friends of the Parks is
ready to get rolling.

“We’re excited to
break ground as soon as
we hear on the grant,”
Kajala said. “We have
individuals who have
pledged to do all the
cement work, and we
have a number of people
who have pledged to of-
fer manpower to for the
cleanup because there’s
a lot of dead trees and
brush and some trash and
different things that need
to be worked on.”

Donations to the
Veterans Riverfront Proj-
ect can be sent to Cook
Friends of the Parks, PO
Box 1141, Cook MN
55723. Those wanting
more information about
the project can call Car-
rolle Wood at 218-666-
2747, or Tammy Palmer
at 218-780-8445.

Arl sale IS Saturdav at
NWFA Gallery in Gook

COOK- Northwoods
Friends of the Arts will
host a huge ‘end of sum-
mer’ art sale, “Art, An-
tiques and Antiquities,”
on Saturday, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at the NWFA
Galley at 210 S River
Street in Cook, next to
Dream Weaver Salon and
Day Spa.

The items on sale
at NWFA are always in-
teresting and diverse, as
evidenced by a tabletop
weaving loom, donated

by an NWFA member,
that has an interesting his-
tory attached to the previ-
ous owner.

Mabel Ellet Maxcy
was a faculty member at
Texas Women’s Universi-
ty and was known for her
art in many fields, includ-
ing photography and hand
weaving. She was one of
the women named a “pio-
neer of modernism” at the
Denton, Texas, institution
as a ceramics artist.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
“The Blenders” in C%C;li-f fnned (i
olfe planne is
'ea“.lre.d at Gook event for a year before
Music in the Park she died unexpectedly
COOK- The sea- this past spring.

son-ending hurrah for
Cook’s summer series
“Music in the Park” will
feature an act new to the
event, a musical three-
some from Britt, “The
Blenders.”

The group will per-
form country, folk and
old-time classics from
6 pm. to 8§ p.m. on
Wednesday, Sept. 2.

Food will be avail-
able from the St. Paul’s

(Alango) Lutheran
Church burger/brat
stand. The City of Cook
encourages visitors at

these free concerts to fol-
low COVID-19 guide-
lines of social distancing
and face coverings.

New exhibit

honors Sue Wolfe

COOK- The Soul
Force Memorial Exhib-
it, an exhibit and book
signing  planned by
Northwoods Friends of
the Arts founding mem-
ber Sue Wolfe, begins
on Thursday, Sept. 3 and
continues through Sept.
26 at the NWFA Gallery

“Soul Force” dis-
plays Wolfe’s eclectic
work using materials
found, old and new that
she had on hand and
used to create with joyful
faith.

“One of A Kind,” a
short  autobiographical
booklet written by Sue
for her children, will also
be on sale at the exhibit.

The NWFA Gallery
is open Thursdays and
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. and Saturdays from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The gal-
lery is located at 210 S
River Street in Cook.

An extended over-
view of the exhibit will
be published next week.
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by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY — While many
school districts around the
state are having to change,
walk back, or rethink their
reopening plans based on
rising COVID-19 case
rates, pushback from both
teachers and parents or
even budget constraints,
ISD 696 officials here
released and approved
a “Restart Blueprint”
Monday night and are
set to reopen for in-per-
son learning on Tuesday,
Sept. 8.

The 49-page docu-
ment, sent to all parents
and staff this week and
available forreview on the
school website (www.ely.
k12.mn.us) wasdeveloped
with input of all district
employee groups and
administrators.

“This covers all
of our procedures and
protocol plans,” said
Superintendent Erik Erie.
A video summary of the
plan will soon be ready
for viewing.

As of now, ISD
696 will implement the
“in-person learning for
all students” scenario,
as spelled out by the
Minnesota Department of
Health. School officials
were ordered to create as
much space as feasible
between students and
teachers and will strictly
enforce six feet of distance
between individuals.

Based on evolving
data on local coronavirus
cases, the Ely school dis-
trict could, at any time,
switch toahybridlearning
model with strict capacity
limits in school facili-
ties and transportation
vehicles at a 50-percent

COVID...Continued from page 1

are currently under isola-
tion at their homes.”

Morrison was back
with another video on
Saturday, announcing that
two additional COVID-19
cases, one a teen and the
other in their forties, had
been identified, bringing
the total to five. One of the
new casesisat Vermilion,
and the other is at Nett
Lake.

A sixth case, a person
in their 60s at Nett Lake,
was announced by
Morrison on Tuesday.

Priorto the announce-
ment of the sixth case,
tribal chairwoman Cathy
Chaversaddressed the out-
break in a message posted
on the tribal website.

“Weare in the process
of implementing our
emergency plans due to
the positive cases in Nett
Lake and Vermilion,”
Chavers wrote. “If people
want to be safe, please stay
home. Thatis the best way.
We knew at some point
the virus would come to
Bois Forte.”

Intheir separate com-
munications, Chavers and
Morrison both empha-
sized that the affect-
ed individuals were in
mandatory isolation, and
contact tracing has led
to others being quaran-
tined who were in close

capacity, orrevert to a dis-
tance-learning only model
with just remote learning,
similar to what was imple-
mented last spring.

Rather than adhere to
county-based coronavirus
data that could be skewed
by the high number of
infections in the Duluth
metro area in St. Louis
County, local officials
are able to now refer to
COVID-19 infection data
by ZIP code that takes into
account the relatively low
infectionrates in the North
Country.

Erie said a region-
al support team will be
meeting regularly to con-
sider coronavirus cases in
the northern portion of the
county, regardless of what
is indicated in the entire
county.

“We will be able to
look at our own ZIP codes
to see what is happing in
our own backyard,” Erie
said.

Students and staff will
be required to adhere to
strictsocial distance guide-
lines, wear a protective
face covering at all times,
be screened for COVID-
19 symptoms, practice
good hygiene protocols,
limit group gatherings,
and plan for short-term
school closures if there is
a suspected or confirmed
COVID-109 case.

“We are one of the
few school districts in
the region that is doing
temperature checks,” Erie
said. “We are going to be
coming up with the best
way to achieve this and
it may be different in the
Washington building than
inthe Memorial building.”

Lunch periods in the
buildings will look much
different from normal for

ISD 696

Ely schools develop ‘blueprint’ for reopening

students.

“For elementary stu-
dents, right now the plan
is to eat in the classrooms,
but that also brings up
potential issues with spills
and cleanup,” he said.

School principals
highlighted additional
plans for feeding stu-
dents during the school
day. ”Our intention is to
have hot lunches (in the
Washington building), but
to start the year we will
likely have bag lunches
and work our way toward
hot lunches once we work
out the kinks and the
timing of that,” said K-5
Principal Anne Oelke.

Megan Anderson,
6-12 principal, said in
the Memorial building,
all usable area will be
available for lunch eating.
“Some students may eat in
the cafeteria, especially on
those days when they can’t
be outside,” she said. “We
will use the gymnasium
and bleacher areas as
well.” The school will be
closed for lunch periods
and all students will be
required to stay on campus.

James Pointer, one of
two school board members
not seeking reelection
this fall, asked for all
school sports seasons to
be accounted for in the
re-opening plan.

Athletic Director Tom
Coombe explained, “We
really don’t know, partic-
ularly for this winter, any
sort of date or timelines. If
you were to ask me today
if hockey and basketball
and skiing are going to
start on Nov 15 or Dec. 1
or Jan. 1, I really couldn’t
tell you. We will follow
the directives of the high
school league as we move
forward.”

General cleaning
protocols are still being
developed.

“We continue to meet
with individual employee
groups on this,” Erie said.
“Everybody has the same
intentions, and that is to
make sure our buildings
are safe, employees are
safe,and we will have strict
protocols to address those
issues.”

Facilities director Tim
Leeson noted that he does
not know at this time if
any students will be touch-
ing any cleaning agents
other than hand sanitizer
or anti-bacterial soap.
He continues to research
surface cleaning options
for the school buildings.

Enroliment
and staffing

Enrollment projec-
tions for the 2020-2021
school year show 562
students in grades K-12
forISDS 696, which would
be about 10 students fewer
than last year. Several
families moved out of
the district and as many
as a dozen families have
opted to home school their
students this year.

According to
Minnesota Department
of Education orders, any
family has the option
to keep their children
out of the in-person or
hybrid-learning protocols
in any school district. In
the Washington building,
26 students will participate
indistance learning to start
the school year, and 21
students in the Memorial
building will stay out of
school buildings.

Erie said that if fami-
lies decide to return their
students toin-person learn-

ing, the transition will be
made at the quarter breaks
in the school year.

“We are looking
at those natural breaks
for continuity,” he said.
Notification to principals
will be required for the
learning model transition.

Most of ISD 696 staff
are returning to school for
in-person learning this
fall, but there are several
changes.

» Anja Nienow
resigned and the district is
seeking aforeign language
teacher.

>» Kindergarten
teacher Megan Devine
will be taking a leave of
absence for the 2020-2021
school year.

»Music teacher Mike
Rouse will be working
from home this year and
will be focusing on ele-
mentary students.

»Sarah Mason will
be teaching music to 6-12
students, and will not be
teaching the normal band
courses.

»Chelsea Blomberg
will be teaching physical
education in just the ele-
mentary building.

»Max Gantt will be
teaching physical edu-
cation classes for 6-12
students this year.

»Donna Carlson and
Gail Lekatz will both be
working on interventions
as para-professionals from
their homes this year,
specifically on math and
reading for 6-12 students.

Schoolboardmembers
had mixed feelings about
returning to the Memorial
building board room, or
some other location, with
social distancing protocols
in place. Board chair Ray
Marsnik indicated that he
will ask for a vote on the

issue at the Sept. 14 board
meeting.

Schoolboardmembers
will also vote next month
on utilizing a Teachers on
Call program to provide
substitute teachers for the
district, and will consider
a memorandum of under-
standing for coaching
compensations inthe event
of changes or cancellations
of sports seasons because
of COVID-19.

Other husiness

In other action during
aspecial meeting Monday,
the board:

>» Approved the
school “Restart Blueprint”
and the Memorial building
master schedule for the
2020-2021 school year.

» Accepted the resig-
nations of foreign language
teacher Anja Nienow and
longtime noon supervisor
Patsy Gibney, effective
immediately.

» Approved the leave
of absence of elementary
teacher Megan Devine for
the 2020-2021 school year
and hired KaraKahle tofill
the position.

>» Hired Elyssa
Erickson for the third-
grade teaching position.

> Increased Matthew
Kochtoa.64 FTE position
to reflect the addition of a
psychology class.

» Hired Mary
Schwinghamer for the
temporary nurse posi-
tion, and Jason Levar for
the temporary custodian
position.

»Hired Sara Burger
for the bus driver position,
and Ron Riikola and John
Lahtonen for the substitute
bus driver positions.

contact with the infected
people. Bois Forte Health
Services has been coordi-
nating with the Minnesota
Department of Health and
Indian Health Service to
respond to the situation.

Chavers also empha-
sized that “None of the
exposed individuals have
been to the casino or were
exposed to workers in the
casino.” In the Aug. 22
note, she also said that all
the cases to that point had
originated through con-
tacts off the reservation.

The tribe’s first
COVID-19 case in mid-
June led to the tribal
council enacting strict
penalties for anyone in
isolation or quarantine
who knowingly violates
those orders, which in
cases of multiple viola-
tions could result in the
loss of all tribal benefits
for five years and a $2,000
fine.

“We want people to
know this is a serious
issue,” Chavers said at
the time. “We have a
lot of elders and a lot of
high-risk population out
there that in the event
individuals leave their
quarantine residence, it
poses a serious threat to
all the members of our
reservation.”

Chavers is now one

of those people in quar-
antine, having come into
close contact with one of
the affected individuals.

Chavers said that the
tribal government office
in Nett Lake was closed
due to a positive case
there. While public access
remains restricted, some
workers have returned to
the building and others
are working remotely
from home to continue
services. The DNR, RTC,
and fitness center facili-
ties also have been closed.

Vermilion and Nett
Lake health clinics and
pharmacies remain open
but have modified their
operations. Health and
dental clinics are not
accepting walk-ins, and
only one parent or guard-
ian can accompany a
child or vulnerable adult
for appointments. The
pharmacies have imple-
mented curbside service
for people needing to pick
up prescriptions.

The Bois Forte Head
Start program announced
that it would delay the
start of its school year for
two to three weeks beyond
the scheduled Sept. 8
opening.

The tribe is also
working with the
Minnesota Department
of Health to schedule a

ATV crash victim in critical condition
REGIONAL — A Cambridge man was transported to a Duluth hospital following
an ATV accident last Saturday night near Babbitt.
According to the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Department, deputies responded to
the crash site on Pulkinen Road, approximately 10 miles northwest of Babbitt, just

before 7 p.m. on Aug. 22.

Ward Meyer, 53, was traveling northbound on Pulkinen Road when his ATV
went off of the roadway into the ditch and struck a tree, deputies reported. Meyer
was transported by the Babbitt Ambulance to Essentia Health in Virginia and later
transported to a Duluth area hospital in critical condition.

The incident remains under investigation.

mass testing event.

Restaurant closures

As of Tuesday, four
arearestaurants remained
closed temporarily “for
the health and safety of
our employees and our
customers.”

The closures began
Thursday, Aug. 20 when
Tower-area eateries The
Vermilion Club and
Bayview Bar and Grill
posted similar notices
on their Facebook pages
about 5 p.m. indicating
that the restaurants would
“temporarily close” for
the health and safety of
their employees and cus-
tomers.

About four hours
later, the Wilderness Grill
at the Wilderness golf
course at Fortune Bay
also posted a tempo-
rary closure notice to
Facebook.

A reliable source told
the Timberjay that the
closures are due to a
kitchen staff member who
worked at multiple loca-
tions and tested positive
for COVID-19.

Saturday afternoon,
T. Pattenn Café in Orr was
the fourth area restaurant
to close temporarily for
health and safety con-
cerns. Contacted Monday
by the Timberjay, owner
Tara Patten said that the
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closure is precautionary.

“There is no COVID
case in house,” Pattenn
said. “We just are trying
to be safe and keep it
from being in our house
and café. Many of our
customers’ workplaces
are taking precautions, so
with that we are following
with our own precautions.
We want to do our part in
keeping all of our family,
employees, and patrons
safe.”

Fortune Bay Director
of Sales and Public
Relations Brian Anderson
said that Wilderness Grill
staff responded immedi-
ately when informed of
the positive case, closing
the grill and implement-
ing extensive cleaning.
Professional cleaners
were also brought in,
Anderson said.

Per tribal rules, all
Wilderness staff who had
prolonged contact with the
employee who tested pos-
itive were sent home and
told to self-quarantine for
14 days, Anderson said.

Anderson also
explained why the outside
grill at the Wilderness
remains open.

“The food cooked out
there (i.e. hamburgers, hot
dogs, and brats) does not
come from the kitchen,”
he said. “They are stored

RANGE JEWELRY B Non-Filer? Children? Fed-Benefits?

If you did not receive a $500 economic

in an outside cooler. The
Wilderness does have
other staff to cover the
outside patio and they can
use Fortune Bay staff to
stepinasneeded to assist.”

Anderson said the
response at the Wilderness
is reflective of Fortune
Bay’s overall strict health
and safety emphasis to
protect the resort’s cus-
tomers and staff.

“We are taking this
pandemic very, very seri-
ously, and are doing
whatever it takes to keep
our guests and staff safe,”
Anderson said. “We have
staffin place to specifical-
ly clean, wipe down, and
disinfect high touch areas
throughout our property.
Guests cannot make it
past the checkpoint at the
main entrance if they have
a temperature of 100.4
or higher and they are
required to wear masks at
all times, unless they are
in their resort room or in
one of our outside venues.
If a guest refuses to wear
a mask, they are asked to
retire to their resort room
or to leave the property
outright. We all have to
realize that we’re in this
together and have to do
our partto get through this
pandemic.”

impact payment for your child, visit
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by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY -ISD 696 school
board members adopted
a resolution last week
officially canvassing the
returns of the $10 million
referendum vote held on
Aug. 11 and officially
began the district’s facility
renovation project.

School board chair
Ray Marsnik highlighted
the vote totals from the
five voting precincts in the
district. The referendum
received approval of 65
percent of the votes cast,
1,110 “yes” votes and 597
“no” votes.

In the city of Ely,
voters approved the ref-
erendum by a 708-337
margin. Morse Township
showed a320-208 margin.
In Winton, the vote was
38-16. The official vote
in two unorganized town-
ships included supportive
vote margins of 14-7 and
30-29.

School Dboard
members also adopted
a resolution last week
providing for the sale of

PRISON...Continued from page 1

Schnell emphasized
that the department had
submitted a supplemental

general obligation bonds
to finance the project.

Matthew Hammer,
representing the dis-
trict’s financial advisor,
Ehlers and Associates, of
Roseville, described that
process.

“The most important
step in this process was
the successful vote of your
referendum, and the next
step is to authorize the
sale of the bonds as well
as to authorize the partic-
ipation in the state credit
enhancement program,”
Hammer said.

He noted that the state
of Minnesota provides
an additional level of
insurance for those who
purchase the bonds in case
the school districtis unable
to meet its obligations.
‘Interestingly enough,
this program has never
been used before but it
does provide that extra
assurance,” Hammer said.
“Right now, interest rates
are at historic lows so it
will be a really good time

ISD 696
With voter referendum support, Ely school project hits the ground
Municipal bond interest rates continue to drop to historic lows

to sell bonds this fall.”
At a study session
this week, Ehlers’ senior
municipal advisor Jodie
Zesbaugh confirmed to
ISD 696 officials that now
“isagoodtime” tobeinthe
municipal bond market.
As officials planned
for the referendum this past
summer, an interest rate of
3.25 percent was forecast.
“We now expect that
rate to be slightly over two
percent,” Zesbaugh said.
“As a result of the inter-
est rates being that much
lower, we should have a
savings of $1.4 million
as compared to the initial
schedules we prepared
prior to the election.”
The school board facil-
ities committee met last
week with the architectand
construction managers.
ISD 696 Superintendent
Erik Erie updated school
board members at a study
session Monday night. He
said that the $1.6 million
Long Term Facilities
Maintenance bond, a part

of the overall voter-ap-
proved $10 million refer-
endum package, will be
sold early next year.

“We can have a
limited number of bonds
soldinacalendaryear,” he
explained. Certain aspects
of the building project
fall under the long-term
maintenance category of
the total project.

Four bidders were
interested in the Memorial
building roof project,
according to Erie. He said
he will be recommending
to the board next month
that Range Cornice and
Roofing Co., of Hibbing,
be approved to complete
the project. They sub-
mitted the lowest bid of
$307,317.

“They may be able
to start the project before
winter, and if not, they
will address the current
roof issues we do have on
the Memorial building to
make sure we are buttoned
up for the winter,” Erie
said.

As the district’s
architect, Architectural
Resources, Inc.,completes
the design phase of the
project, company officials
will be on hand during a
teacher workshop day on
Sept. 2 to take staff input
on the building project.

“They feel this is
a critical piece as they
prepare designs. They are
optimistic they can go
for construction bids in
January and start construc-
tion in May,” he said

Schoolboardmembers
and district officials will
be on hand for a special
meeting on Sept.23 toopen
bids for the $10 million
bond sale. “We should
have funds available by
Oct. 15 to start construc-
tion,” Erie said.

Outgoingschoolboard
member James Pointer
suggested that the vacant
boiler building, standing
between the Memorial and
Washington buildings, be
demolished this fall to give
construction crews a head

start in the spring.

Board chair Ray
Marsnik noted that elec-
trical wiring and plumbing
pipes are located under the
building and added that
the building razing will
need to be coordinated as
infrastructure changes are
made during the project.

“Those issues need
to be addressed before we
demolish the building,”
he said.

Erie said on election
night that he looks forward
to beginning the campus
construction process.

“There could be
shovels in the ground next
spring,” Erie said. “We
will need the 2021 and
2022 building seasons, and
hopefully be completed
and ready to go in the fall
of 2022.”

For more informa-
tion on the school facility
project, call Erie at 218-
365-6166. Details are also
available on the ISD 696
website, www.ely.k12.
mn.us.

budget request to the state
Legislature in February,
and that while ithad passed
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in the DFL-led House, the
GOP-led Senate neverheld
a hearing or took action
on it.

“We need to get this
through, and I believe that
I’m hearing it’s possible,”
Schnellsaid. “We certainly
had a lot of conversations
about it. But there was a
lot of talk about the impor-
tance of it. And there is
nothing that I would like
more than the opportunity
to walk this back.”

Schnell said he visited
Togo before coming to the
rally, and in comments
made to the Timberjay
aftertheeventhe described
his experience.

“It was all a horrible
decision to make anyway,
but then you come here,”
he said. “Italked to the men
who were being served
by the program. You talk
with staff who are being
impacted, and then come
here and see the commu-
nity support. Of course,
it’sdisheartening. Andit’s
certainly not a positionI’d
like to be in. I wish, and
I’m hopeful, that this type
of mobilization ultimately
results in the outcomes that
we all want.”

Schnell confirmed
that without supplemental
funding, MCF-Togo will
close in late November
or early December. A
graduation for current par-
ticipants in the Challenge
Incarceration Program
(CIP)is scheduled for Nov.
16, and no new inmates
are being sent to the facil-
ity, he said. Staffing will
be gradually reduced to
the minimum needed to
decommission the facility.

“We invested in
infrastructure here and
in Willow River and had
a supplemental budget
we wanted. We were
100 percent committed to
moving forward,” Schnell
said. “We are planning to
move forward (with the
closure), because we have
toberesponsible. Butatthe
same time, we’re hopeful

that the supplemental
budget comes through and
we can walk this back and
just keep on without a big

change.”
Eighth District
Congressman Pete

Stauber, R-Duluth, had
harsh words for Minnesota
Gov. Tim Walz, Schnell,
and urban state legislators,
even though most of the
resistance to the supple-
mental funding has come
fromrural GOPlegislators.

“This is not a play-
ground for the metro,”
Stauber declared. “This is
our home. This is where
we work. This is where we
live. This is where we raise
our families. This decision
isn’t over yet. That’s why
we’re here, Commissioner.
You’re going to bring this
passionate message to our
governor and tell them, ‘No
more, we’ve hadenough.’”

Multiple speakers
noted the contributions of
MCF-Togo CIP partici-
pants to the quality of life
in the region, including
their work on 29 Habitat
for Humanity homes and
building ramps for home
accessibility for clients
of Access North Center
for Independent Living in
Hibbing.

Ben DeNucci, chair-
man of the Itasca County
Board of Commissioners,
emphasized Togo’s com-
munity service in his
remarks.

“Their work crews
make our communities
better places,” he said.
“They clean up our cities.
They look after our parks.
They assist the elderly and
disabled, and the men and
women at MCF-Togo do
all this with humility.”
DeNucci then turned
to the MCF-Togo staff.
“They don’t ask for rec-
ognition or awards,” he
said. “But how have they
been rewarded? By being
called into aroom and told
that their jobs have been
terminated, their families’
health care insurance gone,

Rep. Pete Stauber

their retirement plans
gone? They’re faced with
the decision to sell their
homes and move. That
doesn’t make sense to me.
Does that make any sense
to you? Are we just going
to sit back and let this
happen to them? Are we
going to go down without
afight? No, we won’t. We
are tired of being ignored.
We are sick and tired of
being lied to. They are not
the problem. MCF-Togo,
you are not the problem.
You are the solution.”
Rally-goers also
heard from District 6A
Rep. Julie Sandstede,
DFL-Hibbing, District 3A
Rep. Rob Ecklund, DFL-
International Falls, District
6 Sen. David Tomassoni,
DFL-Chisholm, District
5 Sen. Justin Eichorn,
R-Grand Rapids, House
Majority Leader Ryan
Winkler, DFL-Golden
Valley, former MCF-
Togo captain and CIP
director Terry Sullivan,
Itasca County Habitat
for Humanity Executive
Director Jamie Mjolsness,
and RAMS Executive
Director Steve Giorgi, all
extolling the virtues of
MCF-Togo and the CIP
program and urging people
to support saving the
facility by contacting leg-
islators and state officials
to support supplemental

funding.
However, the most
emotionally stirring

speech may have been
the unscripted sponta-
neous remarks of District
6B Rep. Dave Lislegard,
DFL-Aurora.

Lislegard was on stage
as a show of support and
didn’t intend to speak, he
said, untilmovedtodosoat
the last minute by someone
in the crowd.

That someone was
youngster Nikko Porter,
of Pengilly, whose father
works at MCF-Togo.
Nikko and his family were
among the few who chose
to sit on the hot asphalt in
front of the stage rather
than seek the comfort of the
shade. Seated in a child-
sized lawn chair, Nikko
held a brightly lettered
signover his head thatread
“Save Our Daddy’s Job.”

“I wasn’t going to
speak, but I saw that sign
out there that says save my
daddy’s job,” Lislegard
said when he stepped to
the podium. An edge of
emotion in his voice grew
as he continued.

“Almost 20 years ago,
I was afather, 27 years old,
married with two children,
and I lost my job,” he said.
“And I watched what hap-
pened when it just ravaged
the Range. Welostouronly
grocery store. We lost our
only dentist, we lost our
only pharmacy, and we’re
still struggling. The union
hall that I was a trustee of,
Local41?Ohwait,it’snow
the food shelf.”

Lislegard continued,
“You know, it’s really
sad how hard it is on the
Iron Range that we have
to fight, to go to work
and to keep our jobs,” he
said. “We’re not asking
for a free lunch or hand-
outs. We’re asking for the
ability to go to work and
provide for our families
and contribute to society.
And yet we’re here doing
this. Come on, Governor.
Come on, Commissioner.
We need your help. And
we need to get it done.”

The next opportuni-
ty for the Legislature to
consider the supplemen-
tal budget request will
be at a special session in
September.
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by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

REGIONAL- The
St. Louis County Board
unanimously approved a
plan on Aug. 11 for the
distribution of the approx-
imately $24.5 million in
federal CARES Act funds
that the county received.
The plan calls for $6
million to be allocated for
small business assistance,
$6 million for community
assistance, $1.25 million
for the logging industry,
$10 million to cover costs
the county has incurred
while responding to the
COVID-19 pandemic,
and $255,000 for cities
and townships with popu-
lations under 200 people.
An additional $1 million
will be held inreserve tobe
distributed later in the fall
based on analysis of need.

With the plan now
approved, the goal is to
move quickly to distribute
the funds to help people
and businesses hard hit by
the economic toll of the
pandemic.

For small businesses
interested in applying for
assistance, application

CRASH...Continued from page 1

released a statement last
Friday on the loss of their
team dentist.

“We are deeply sad-
denedtolearn of the passing
of Dr.KyleR. Edlund. Kyle
was afantastichumanbeing
that positively impacted so
many people during his life.
His smile will be greatly
missed at Woodbury Dental
Care, atthe hockey rink, and
by all his family and friends.
We offer our sincere condo-
lences to the Edlund family
and his loved ones.”

A letter from
Woodbury Dental Care to
patients said Edlund was
flying his plane to his cabin
in Grand Marais, alone, to
spend the weekend there
with his son and friends.

Emergency responders
found the victim, age 58, in
the wreckage off the shore
of a resort. It was deter-

information will be on the
county’s website some-
time this week, along with
details on informational
webinars that will be held
to provide guidance on
eligibility rules and the
application process.

Money from the Small
Business Relief Fund will
be allocated in two phases.

Phase 1 began Aug.
24 and runs through Sept.
8. This phase will focus on
businesses and non-profits
with 25 or fewer full-time
employees (or full-time
equivalents). These busi-
nesses may apply for assis-
tance equivalent to $1,000
peremployee, for COVID-
related expenses previous-
ly incurred by the business
such as to purchase PPE,
cleaning supplies, signage
and safety barriers. These
funds will be awarded on a
modified first-come, first-
served basis.

Matthew Johnson,
from St. Louis County,
said they expect this
first phase funding to be
approved by Sept. 18. A
virtual information session
will be offered to explain
the process and answer
questions applicants may
have on Monday, Aug. 31
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County Board approves plan to distribute $24.5 million in CARES Act

at 10 a.m. Participation in
a virtual session is recom-
mended but not required.
Anyone wishing to attend
must register in advance.
More information and reg-
istration links can be found
on the county’s CARES
webpage.

Phase 2 will provide
emergency grant assis-
tance of up to $50,000 to
businesses and non-profits
with 100 or fewer full-time
employees for COVID-
related expenses. This
phase will begin Sept.
7. The details for this
funding, which will also
cover lost revenue, rent/
utilities, and payroll costs,
are still being finalized
and will be overseen by an
outside accounting firm,
Baker Tilly.

The documentation to
prove payroll, rent/utility,
and loss of revenue will
not be required as part of
the application, but will
be requested if the grant
is awarded. Phase 2 grant
applications will open on
Sept. 7 and close on Sept.
21 at 8 a.m. These grants
will need approval by the
county board, so will not
be awarded immediately.
These grants, according

to Johnson, will be spread
throughout the county, and
a review committee will
make the final recommen-
dations to the board.
Meanwhile,
Community Assistance
Program funds will be
allocated to organizations
that serve populations dis-
proportionately impacted
by COVID-19 and support
people in priority settings
such as nursing homes,
assisted living facilities,
community-based ser-
vices, mental health and
substance use disorder
(SUD) services, and those
that provide services to
individuals connected to
housing programs.
Organizations may
apply for assistance for
necessary COVID-19
expenditures incurred,
suchas PPE, physical mod-
ifications and additional
staffing. Organizations
also can apply for service
expansion and related
programmatic expenses
(incurred or proposed)
related to COVID-19 such
as increasing food access,
food shelves, meal deliv-
ery and mask distribution
for community members.
Limited gap fundingis also

mined that Edlund died
on impact. The accident
remains under investiga-
tion.

The plane apparently
nose-dived into the water
about300yards offthe shore
of White Iron Beach Resort.
“The plane was in about 30
feet of water,” said resort
owner Kerry Davis, who
was one of the first people
on the scene.

“My wife woke me up
about 11 p.m. and Imotored
out to the area where some
of our guests witnessed
the crash from the beach,”
Davis said last Friday
morning. “I smelled fuel
andI quickly turned around
and started seeing debris
floating to the surface. He
pointed to an area to the
left of his resort’s beach
areaand indicated the crash
area was behind a small

The wreckage of an airplane that crashed into
White Iron Lake last week was brought ashore
late Tuesday. photo courtesy of Kerry Davis

island. “I contacted law
enforcement and helped
guide rescue boats to the
location,” he said.

Both Lake and St.
Louis County Sheriff’s
Departments, St. Louis
County Rescue Squad, Ely
Police Department, Ely
Area Ambulance Service,
and Morse/Fall Lake
Township Fire Department
responded to the scene.

A large pile of debris
was roped off at the White
Iron Beach Resort boat
launch Friday morning. A
wreckage salvage opera-
tion at the crash site began
early Tuesday morning,
using the boat launch at
White Iron Beach Resort
as a staging area. A vehicle

One injured in Motorcycle accident
REGIONAL- A motorcycle crash on Hwy. 1 in Linden Grove Twp. on Saturday

caused non-life-threatening injuries to the driver.
Grant William Schmall, 40, of Elbow Lake, was driving a2007 Yamaha westbound
onHwy. 1 when it crashed in a curve west of Hwy. 73 shortly before 2 p.m. According
to the Minnesota State Patrol report, the motorcycle ended up in the eastbound ditch.
Schmall was not wearing a helmet, the report said. He was treated for non-life-threat-
ening injuries at St. Luke’s Hospital in Duluth. The report did not specify the manner
of transportation or what agencies were involved in the accident response.
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being directed towards
individuals and fami-
lies with COVID-related
emergencies.

To ensure equity and
access for populations dis-
proportionately impacted
by COVID-19, CARES
dollars will be vetted and
prioritized to fill the gaps
that remain for organi-
zations and individuals
and families where other
funding streams have been
inadequate.

The application
process for the Community
Assistance Program will
launch in late August.
County staff plan to offer
virtual information ses-
sions to assist organiza-
tions with the proposal
process.

Meanwhile, an online
application will soon be
available for individuals
and families in an emer-
gency situation due to the
impact of COVID-19. An
emergency situation could
include being without or at
risk of losing housing, util-
ities, or transportation that
would affect gaining or
maintaining employment,
or needing assistance
with other unexpected
COVID19 related emer-

gencies. Any assistance
would be paid directly to
the appropriate vendor
such as a landlord, mort-
gage company, utility
company or licensed repair
person.

More information
will be made available
soon on both the Small
Business Relief Fund and
the Community Assistance
Program. Questions about
either program can be
emailed to CARES@
stlouiscountymn.gov.
Applications for the
program will be available
online once finalized at
www.stlouiscountymn.
gov/CARES.

Program guidelines
and other information, a
video of one of the virtual
information sessions, and
the option to sign up
for email updates on the
program, are now available
on the county CARES
page.

For more information
on any of the assistance
grant opportunities, visit
stlouiscountymn.gov/
CARES, email CARES@
stlouiscountymn.gov or
call 218-726-2033

to a floating dock towed [

by Kerry Davis’s pontoon
boat. Several motorboats
assisted intherecovery, and
an insurance investigator
wasreportedly at the scene.

The salvage crew
struggled to keep the air-
craft secured as they drew
closertoshore. Davis trans-
ported a 12-foot section of
the plane to shore in his
motorboat. The salvage
operation continued into
the afternoon.
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL — The
U.S. Constitution guaran-
tees everyone accused of a
crime of the right to trial
by a jury of their peers.
But turning that right into
a reality has been a chal-
lenge over the past several
months as the COVID-19
pandemic has gripped the
country.

For months, the courts
here in the Sixth Judicial
District, which covers most
of northeastern Minnesota,
have functioned remotely,
with judges, attorneys,
victims, and defendants
all appearing viathe online
video platform Zoom.
While that has been a
passable solution for most
court matters, it was far too
cumbersome to guarantee
any defendant a fair trial,
which is why criminal
trials had been on hold
since March.

That’s now changed,
however, after the

Minnesota Judicial
Council approved a plan
to restart criminal trials in
the region. “Felony trials
are now up and running,”
said Mark Muhich, the
managing public defend-
er for northern St. Louis
County. “Priority is given
to felony cases where the
defendant is in custody,
or where there is a speedy
trial demand.”

The right to a trial
before a jury is the foun-
dation of the American
process, notes Sixth
Judicial District Chief
Judge Michael Cuzzo.
“Our goal is to fulfill our
obligation to administer
justice, while protecting
the health of our com-
munity members who are
exercising and performing
their duties, responsibili-
ties, and rights in our court-
houses,” Cuzzo added.
“The most basic charac-
teristic of an American
jury trial - fairness to all
participants - will be the
same as ever.”

SUPPORT...Continued from page 1

Progressives, a regional
group with about 300
members in the area from
Orrto Ely, and the North of
the Divide DFL Network
were local sponsors.

“There as a national
call to come out to the
local post office and show
your love,” volunteer Val
Mynttisaid. “All American
citizens, both Democrat
and Republican, love their
post office.”

The biggest turnout
was in Cook, where 18
people turned out, accord-
ing to volunteer Leah
Rogne.

“People were very
friendly,” she said. “People
honked and gave thumbs
up as they drove by. I
didn’tsee asingle negative
indication from people
passing by.”

The group picked up
additional support from
someone who came out of
the post office during the
demonstration.

“She asked what we
were up to,” Rogne said.
“She said, ‘Well, I don’t
have a sign,” so I said,
‘Why don’t you hold up
your mail,” so she did and
she stood with us.”

The demonstration
even moved beyond the
post office.

“Several of us moved
up to Hwy. 53 to catch the
weekend summer traffic,”
volunteer Keith Steva said.
“We waved our American
flags, held up our posters,
and waved at travelers.”

Myntti was one of
three volunteers who stood
in front of the post office
in Tower.

“I live on Eagles
Nest Lake, and that’s
my little post office,”
she said. “We’ve loved
that post office since my
great-grandparents arrived
from Finland in St. Louis
County a long time ago.”

Myntti said there was
a steady stream of traffic
and a variety of responses.

“There were people
waving and honking, there
were others who smiled,
and there were others who
didn’t understand why we
were there,” she said. “We
had people stop and park
and ask us if there was a
chance that the Tower post
office was closing, and we
said no. We just want to
keep the funding robust
and make sure the hours
aren’t limited. There’s

UDICIAL SYSTEM

Jury trials return aﬂer months-long hiatus

Adjustments to court rooms will allow safe proceedings in COVID era

Northeastern
Minnesota counties have
worked in collaboration
with the courts to adapt
facilities and courtrooms
to ensure public health,
by modifying jury boxes,
adding floor markings for
social distancing, increas-
ing sanitation and clean-
ing, and adding Plexiglas
partitions where neces-
sary.

St. Louis County
Attorney Mark Rubin
says the public will likely
notice the changes. For
one, the jury will be sitting
in the public gallery, while
attorneys will operate
from the jury box. Jurors
will be located at least
six feet apart and will be
required to wear masks, as
will everyone else in the
courtroom.

In addition, technolo-
gy is being used to allow
public and media access
to trials in a way that will
not compromise the safety
of courtroom participants.
The court continues to hold

Residents of Eagles Nest Township showed
their support for the United State Postal Service
Saturday at the Tower facility. submitted photo

some talk of cutting the
funding and hours.”

Two police officers
stopped and offered their
encouragement as well,
Myntti said.

“We were there for an
hour, and we could have
stayed longer,” Myntti
said.

Vital services
Postal service has
become increasing-
ly important during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
particularly to elderly cus-
tomers, Myntti said.
“Many elderly people
are relying on the post
office to get their food,
their basic necessities, and
their medicine, and their
Social Security checks,”
she said. “We’re dependent
on the post office for basic
household goods.”
Mynttiacknowledged
that she was concerned
about recent moves by
new Postmaster General
Louis DelJoy that could
compromise service.
“(He) has treated the
post office as a profit
center, which it was
never meant to be by the
Constitution,” she said.
“He is cutting hours, he’s
cutting overtime hours,
he’s potentially going to
close branches inless prof-
itable areas. He’s taking
out post boxes and remov-
ing sorting machines. So,
right before an election
during a pandemic where
people will feel safer to
vote by mail, it’s just very
bad optics to show that

they’re defunding or tight-
ening up the post office by

cutting hours as well as [

services.”

However, Myntti also
emphasized that the postal
service should be a non-
partisan issue, and that
problems and threats have
been longstanding.

“Let’s not make any
mistake, this has been
going on for the last 20
years. This isn’t just new
under President Trump,”
she said. “It’s ridiculous
that when I mail a letter
across the street in Ely that
ithas to go to Minneapolis-
St. Paul to be processed
before it can come back.
That’s been going on for
years.”

Budget issues facing
the post office stem from
the fact that it’s the only
agency that has to pre-
fund its pension program,
Myntti said.

“That is what years
ago put the postal service
on unsound financial
footing,” she said. “It
wasn’tbecause of misman-
agement. The post office
does just fine just charging
its rates for the service and
its done well.”

Myntii said she was
glad to see people get
engaged with Saturday’s
demonstration.

“We’re citizens and
we can’t just sit back,” she
said. “It’s the citizens who
need to demand our rights
and also understand all of
our responsibilities.”
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regular court proceedings
on a remote basis through
Zoom. Those members of
the public who are unable
to access their court hear-
ingsremotely, may contact
their attorney or the court
foravailable resources and
accommodations.

The backup in crim-
inal trials has prompted
challenges for both pros-
ecutors and defendants
and their attorneys. “Our
cases never get better with
age, I’'ll tell you that,”
said Rubin. The backup
has also posed challenges
for protecting victims of
domestic violence. “That’s
always a problem, but now
it’s a greater challenge,”
he said.

For those who remain
in custody, waiting months
to resolve their case, it is
especially frustrating to
everyone involved. “My
responsibility is not just
to the victims, but the
defendants as well,” notes
Rubin.

Muhich said the

case backlog in the Sixth
District is better than in
other parts of the state, and
he credits a good working
relationship between all
sides in the court process
in northern St. Louis
County. “Virginia and
Hibbing have either caught
up on their backlog or
have no backlog at all,”
said Muhich. “We’ve all
worked together very col-
laboratively in addressing
that.”

Even so, Muhich has
had a number of criminal
defendants who have ques-
tioned whether the delay in
conducting trialsisaviola-
tion of their rights. “There
is a difference between
horrible inconvenience
and a violation of rights,”
said Muhich. “I’ve been
telling my clients that. If
you’re not in custody, it’s
really more of an incon-
venience.”

With the resumption
of criminal trials in the
region, St. Louis County
courts will again be issuing

jury summons and those
receiving such notices will
need to respond. For those
jurors required to come to
court, each will be pro-
vided with a paper mask
when he or she arrives at
a courthouse each day.
If they wish, jurors may
supply their own face
coverings. Additionally,
Minnesota Department of
Health social distancing
guidelines will be followed
in each courthouse, includ-
ing when and where jurors
assemble, participate in
voir dire (the question and
answer part of the jury
selection process), listen
to proceedings, deliberate,
and move throughout the
courthouse. Guidance will
be available in each court-
house for how to follow
social distancing in seating
and elevator use. Where
necessary, partitions and
physical barriers have been
set up in each courthouse
to ensure that traffic flow
and interactions are taking
place safely.
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But argue the Boundary Waters faces the same threat from sulfide mine plans as Alaska’s Bristol Bay

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

ELY — Local business owners
and wilderness advocates are calling
on the Trump administration to take
a skeptical look at the proposed
Twin Metals copper-nickel mine just
upstream of the Boundary Waters,
and they’re citing the adminis-
tration’s recent about-face on an
equally controversial copper mine
in southwest Alaska as justification.

Just last month, the admin-
istration had cleared the way for
development of a massive copper
operation, known as the Pebble
Mine, in the headwaters of Bristol
Bay, one of the world’s top salmon
fisheries.

Yet,on Monday, the administra-
tion, reversed itself when the Army

PUBLIC LANDS

Twin Metals critics laud Pebble Mine decision

Protection of
these areas should
not be dependent on
the views of a Trump
family member,

or a friend.
Becky Rom

Corps denied akey wetlands permit
to the Canadian mining company
behind the project. Just a month
ago,the Army Corps had concluded
the mine would have little impact
on salmon numbers in Bristol Bay
and had signaled it planned to move
forward with permitting the project.

The turnabout appears to have
been engineered by Donald Trump
Jr., who has fished for salmon in
Bristol Bay on multiple occasions.

The younger Trump was joined by [E=

Fox News celebrity host Tucker
Carlson and others with influence
over the president who argued that

the environmental impacts and eco- [

nomic risks to the fishing industry
outweighed the project’s potential
benefits.

“They were right,” said Becky
Rom, of the Campaign to Save the
Boundary Waters, during a press
conference on Monday, drawing
attention to the administration’s
decision. “The headwaters of
Bristol Bay is no place for a sul-

See MINE...pg 2B

An aerial view of a portion of the proposed

Pebble Mine site. The Trump administration
recently reversed course on the project.

EPA photo

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

LY — With ushers wearing high-vis-
Eibility vests and directing vehicle
traffic with red flags, the congrega-
tion of Grace Lutheran Church participated
in a unique outdoor worship last Sunday
morning in the age of the coronavirus.
Parishioners were guided into the parking
lot at the former Shopko retail store for a
drive-in worship service.
“Church is not a building,” said Pastor
Eric Thiele. “Church is anywhere that

people gather.”

Parishioners
have relied on
Facebook Live Everyone
and YouTube
for their weekly wore maSkS,
services since : :
CovToons  maintained
public health pro- 1 proper
tocols were put .
in place that pro- dlstance’
hibited gathering .
in their church Stayed 1n
building. :

o uen | their cars
building remains and Stayed
closed, and with
no parking lot Safe_

of their own,
the Shopko lot
allowed church
leaders to continue doing their ministry as
they were called to do, Thiele said.

As many as 50 vehicles and about 100
people participated in the service.

“This was slightly below average for our
summer worship services,” he said. “There
are many in our congregation who are not
comfortable with going out too much.”

Nonetheless, Thiele was encouraged
with how the service turned out.

“All things considered, and this being
our firstattempt, I thought things went quite
well,” Thiele said. “Everyone wore masks,
maintained a proper distance, stayed in their
cars and stayed safe. I believe we learned
new things that we didn’t know we were
going to learn.”

With public health protocols in mind,
Thiele outlined guidelines church members
should follow for future drive-in services.

He implored those who have any
symptoms of illness to stay home or seek

Pastor Eric Thiele

Parking lot pastor

Dozens turn out for Sunday service at former Shopko

Top: Dozens
of cars nearly
fill the Shopko
parking lot for
last Sunday’s
sermon by
Pastor Eric
Thiele.

Above: Thiele
delivers his
sermon from
the store’s
sidewalk.

Left: Passing
the collection
plate.

photos by K. Vandervort

medical attention.

“Please do not come to the worship,”
he said.

He also suggested that attendees use
the restroom before they arrive.

“Since we are not at our own building,
there will not be any readily available bath-
rooms,” Thiele said. “While Subway is in the
same parking lot, we want to be respectful
of their business and not send in an influx
of people simply to use the bathroom. If you
do need to use a restroom, we recommend

driving to the nearest gas station.”

Congregants are asked to arrive earlier
than the start time of worship.

“It takes time to get (vehicles) parked
and situated. All worship services will start
on time. Try not to be late and a distraction
for others,” he said.

Thiele also suggested bringing some-
thing to do (especially for the kids) while
waiting for the service to begin.

See CHURCH..pg. 2B

TOWER

Insurance
rate claims
inaccurate

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER —Recent claims
in local media that residents
and businesses are likely to
face insurance rate increases
as aresult of the recent sale of
the Tower Fire Department’s
elevated master stream engine
were premature, and most
likely false.

The claim, by former fire
chief Steve Altenburg, which
appeared on the front page of
the Aug. 14 Tower News, is
part of a continuing pattern of
attacks by Altenburg in that
newspaper against the fire
department, the city’s ambu-
lance service, city officials,
and others, that he appears to
believe were responsible for
his dismissal as fire chief and
ambulance director back in
March. Altenburg has since
launched dozens of public
records requests on the city in
an effort to find grist for his
attacks, which have dominat-
ed city coverage in the Tower
News for months.

Altenburg recently filed
for a four-year term on the city
council, making Altenburg’s
continued attacks on electoral
opponents a clear breach of
journalistic ethics.

Altenburg, in his Aug. 14
story, claimed that the sale of
the city’s second fire engine
“will have a negative impact
onthecity’s ISOrating,” which
could lead to higher insurance
rates for residents, business,
and even the city itself. ISO
stands for Insurance Services
Organization, a private ratings
company.

Infact, there’s little reason
to believe that Altenburg’s
claim is true. A department’s
ISO rating is based on dozens
of factors, including the quality
of emergency communica-
tions, department training,
record-keeping,response time,
and the ability to flow a suf-
ficient volume of water to
effectively fight fire. In Tower,
which is primarily served
by hydrants, the capacity of
the city’s water system is
likely to be a bigger factor,
according to Jeff Mayer, who
leads the firefighter training

See CLAIMS...pg. 2B
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CLAIMS...Continued from page 1B

program at Mesabi Range
and Technical College
in Virginia and Eveleth.
Mayer is also chief of
the Pike-Sandy-Britt Fire
Department.

What’s more, the ISO
rating is not dependent on
the resources of any given
department. Resources
available through automat-
ic mutual aid also count
toward any ISO rating
for a department. Tower
has automatic mutual
aid with both Breitung
and Greenwood town-
ships,both of which main-
tain substantial pumping
capacity, located in close

CHURCH...Continued from page 1B

For communion,
parishioners are asked
to bring a clean plate
from home (any kind you
desire). “To-go” commu-
nion cups are provided.

Paper bulletins for the
service are not provided.

“They will be emailed
and posted to Facebook, so
either download it, print
it, or have it ready to go,”
Thiele said. He noted that
for those uncomfortable
or unable to attend the

MINE...Continued from page 1B

fide-based copper mine,”
she said, before adding
that the 1.1 million-acre
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness deserves
the same consideration.
Unlike the Pebble
Mine, which was slated
to be built more than 100
miles from Bristol Bay,
the proposed Twin Metals
mine would be located less
than ten miles upstream
from the BWCAW, along
one of the wilderness
area’s primary watersheds.
The U.S. Forest
Service rejected the mine
plan back in 2016, citing
the high probability that
acid drainage from the
mine or its tailings would
contaminate some of the

3 | Back By i %

proximity to Tower, par-
ticularly in the case of
Breitung.

“In either case, they
wouldn’t automatically
lower it,” said Mayer.
“They would have to do
an evaluation. The change
probably wouldn’t lower
the city’s rating much, if
at all,” predicted Mayer.

The city of Tower’s
ISO rating was not avail-
able as of press time. ISO
does not make that infor-
mation generally available
to the public.

Even if the depart-
ment’srating was lowered,
the impact to insurance

premiums would likely
be negligible or non-exis-
tent, since most insurance
companies don’t even
consider the rating. “It’s
not cut and dried, I'll
tell you that much,” said
Donna Mosher, with the
Tower Soudan Agency.
As an independent agent,
Mosher sells products from
five different insurance
companies, and she said
only one, Auto Owners,
even considers ISOratings
when setting rates. Most
insurance companies she
works with use other crite-
ria,such as distance from a
fire hall, when determining

premiums.

Mosher said a multi-
tude of factors determine
the rates paid by home or
business owners. “Things
like a good credit score can
make abigdifference,’ she
said. While premiums can
vary significantly between
customers, in part because
of the many factors at play,
Mosher said, in general,
rates don’t vary much
between customersintown
or in the country, all things
beingequal. That’s despite
the fact that many rural
areas don’t even qualify
for an ISO rating, or are
rated at a nine or ten.

Tower fire officials
opted to sell the second
engine, a 1982 American
LeFrance engine that
had seen minimal usage
in recent years. They
received $4,200 for the
vehicle as a result of com-
petitive bidding.

According to city
records, the truck’s
hydraulic ladder, which
is supposed to be certified
annually, had last been
inspected in 2014.

The sale also made
room in the fire hall to store
the department’s brushrig.
That rig, which sees far
more use than the depart-

ment’s second engine,
had been sitting outside,
unprotected since a fire
burned the department’s
storage garage in 2014.
The truck is now badly
deteriorated, with exten-
sive rust, hose damaged
by ultra-violet light, and
an inconsistent and bad-
ly-rusted external pump.
The deterioration in that
vehicle took place during
the period that Altenburg
served as chief.

drive-in service, Facebook
Live and YouTube remain
available.

“Please wear your
masks when speaking with
an usher,” he said, and he
asked all attendees to be
considerate when parking
and to follow directions.

The service is simul-
cast on the radio at 88.1
FM.

“Feel free to open
your windows, talk to
your neighbors next to

you, wave at friends.
You should be parked
far enough away to abide
by the social distancing
guidelines,” Thiel said.
“If people get out of their
vehicles to greet their
neighbors, I will immedi-
ately end the service.”
He also asked that
attendees refrain from
honking the horn to show
their approval or to say
“amen.” He encouraged
the flashing of vehicle

headlights and car lights.
For Communion, the
pastor, donning a face
mask will come to each
vehicle driver’s window
to distribute the proper
amountineach of the com-
munion cups placed on the
cleanplate provided by the
driver. Communionis also
provided upon request for
those not able to attend.
Following the service,
drivers are asked toremain
patient as they leave the

Shopko parking lot.

“Remember, every-
one is trying to leave
(and back out) at the same
time,” Thiele said. “Follow
the directions of the ushers
as you leave. If you have
an offering, youmay place
itin a basket as you leave,
which ushers will have
available.”

The drive-in services
are scheduled tobe held on
Sunday mornings, begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m. as long

as the weather cooperates.

“I'hope we can do this
into November,” Thiele
said, and added, “but you
justdon’t know what kind
of weather to expect.”

“We hope that this will
be a meaningful experi-
ence for our faith commu-
nity as we have not been
able to worship together
since March 15.”

For more information,
gotowww.graceinely.org,
or to their Facebook page.

most pristine waters in the
lower 48 states, located
just downstream.

“The water is so clean
that you can dip your cup
in the lake and drink,”
said Rom.

Echoing Fox News’
Carlson, Rom said the
future of the Twin Metals
project should not be
a partisan issue, noting
that recent polls have
shown strong bipartisan
support for protecting the
BWCAW from mining
pollution.

Local business owners
joined Rom in making the
case,noting that a thriving
industry has grown up to
outfit and guide visitors
to the wilderness. That’s

Popular
Demand!

been particularly true
this year, as Ely outfit-
ters Steve Piragis and
Jason Zabokrtsky stated
in their own comments on
Monday. Both Piragis and
Zabokrtsky, reflecting the
experience of many other
outfitters in the region,
said that their summer
business has been off the
charts this year, as vaca-
tioners, mostly from the
Midwest,have soughttime
in the wilderness in record
numbers.

“Ely seems to be basi-
cally recession-proof,”
said Piragis, who oper-
ates Piragis Northwoods
Company with his wife
Nancy. “People love this
wilderness. This year,

especially, it’s a place
where many people are
seeking solace and safety.”
Rom stated her belief
that an economy based on
outdoor recreation was a
more stable and sustain-
able model of development
than a copper-nickel mine,
a view that was supported
by astudy produced by two
Harvard economists back
in 2018. That study exam-
ined 72 separate scenarios,
and concluded that in all
but three scenarios, the Ely
area’s economy would be
better off without the mine
within just ten years.
Zabokrtsky said it’s
clear that the Boundary
Waters, and the ameni-
ties found throughout the
Superior National Forest,

continue to “drive the local
economy.”

While pleased with
the decision on the Pebble
Mine, Rom said a tiny
handful of influential indi-
viduals should not be able
to determine the future of
public lands owned by
everyone.

“Protection of these
areas should not be depen-
dent on the views of a
Trump family member, or
afriend. Orthe landlord of
a Trump family member,”
Rom added, referencing
Andronico Luksic, the
primary owner of Twin
Metals’ parent company
Antofagasta. Luksic pur-
chased a Washington,
D.C.mansion shortly after
the 2016 election, which

he has rented ever since
to Ivanka Trump and her
husband Jared Kushner.

“The Boundary
Waters is at risk of being
sacrificed for the benefit of
a billionaire family tied to
a Trump family member,”
said Rom.

Rom acknowledged
that the campaign has
considered reaching outto
Carlson or Donald Trump
Jr. to arrange a possible
visit to the Boundary
Waters. “Butitis ourinitial
view that we would be
playing the same ‘insider’
game,” she said.
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NORTH AMERICAN BEAR CENTER

Ted the ambassador hear retiring; still can he SBBII 0II weh cam

ELY — The North
American Bear Center here
announced the retirement
of one of their ambassador
bears last week.

“Retirement is a human
term based on one’s ability
or desire to take one’s self
out of the workforce,”
said NABC'’s senior bear
keeper Sharon Herrell, “But
what about the furred ones
we care for? There are no
written laws or rules on
animal retirement, but there
are suggestions and recom-
mendations. “Staff along
with all parties involved,
including Ted’s owner, made
the decision to give him a
much-needed rest.”

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic created many changes and

placed numerous restrictions
on how Ely’s bear center
operates. The choice was
made early in the season to
give guests the best views of
bears, according to Herrell.
“The bears have been in
the viewing area as much as
possible, along with behind-
the-scene visits. The constant
visits became taxing for Ted,
and I knew it was time to
give our big guy a rest,” she
said. “Ted will now be less
stimulated by constant visi-
tors, and instead we will be
on his time. He will choose
to visit or nap. He can rest
and not be obligated to get
up from his nap or leave his
tub or a shower to see visi-
tors. Ted will still get lots of
special one-on-one attention

from the staff and interns.
We love him dearly.”

She also noted Ted will
still see guests occasionally.
“The difference is he doesn’t
have to pay attention to them
or be ‘on’ all the time. His
camera is up and running so
his fans can watch him. The
best part of all this is Ted
can rest and be loved for the
wonderful sweet bear he is,”
Herrell said.

“I take my job as bear
keeper very seriously. As
their spokesperson I have
a direct obligation for their
well-being. I consider it a
privilege to do so. I’'m posi-
tive that this decision is the
correct one for our Ted bear,
she said.

submitted photo
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by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer
SOUDAN- The

Breitung Town Board
took some time on Tuesday
to publicly wish retir-
ing maintenance staffers
Dale Swanson and Tom
Poderzay a fond farewell.

Swanson, who has
been the township’s main-
tenance director for the
last 15 years, is set to
retire on Sept. 1. Part-time
maintenance worker Tom
Poderzay retired earlier
this month, after working
for the township the past
10 years.

“It’sbeenagoodrun,”
said Swanson. Swanson
said he hasn’t made any
big plans for his retirement,
other than spending time
with his family.

During an afternoon
open house, Chairman
Tim Tomsich thanked both
men for their service to the
township and compliment-
ed them on their dedication
to their jobs. Quite a few
township residents turned
out to wish them both

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP

Long-time BI‘BIIIIII!] TﬂWIIShIIl mamtenance staff retiring

Dale Swanson (left) and Tom Poderzay (rlght) photo by J. Summit

well. St. Louis County
Commissioner Paul
McDonald also stopped
by to give his regards.
Tents set up in the
township’s new communi-
ty center parking lot served
as the meeting area, due to
COVID-19 precautions,

and the township served
cupcakes and refresh-
ments.

In other business, the
town board:

» Will begin repay-
ment of a $465,000 loan
at 2.69 percent interest for
town hall renovations.

> Received a DNR
PILT payment of $160,095
from St. Louis County.

» Received $3,986
in aid from the Minnesota
Department of Revenue.

> Will pay $3,670 to
JPJEngineering for design
and management of the

Chavers re-elected as Bois Forte chairwoman

REGIONAL -
Incumbent Cathy Chavers
has won a second four-year
term as Bois Forte Band
tribal chairwoman, prevail-
ing in all four electoral dis-
trictsinthe Aug. 18 election.

Chavers tallied 329
votes to top challenger
Miranda Villebrun-Lilya’s
194 votes, a 63-37 percent
edge.

Chavers outpolled
Villebrun-Lilya 100-73
at Nett Lake and 90-52 at
Vermilion. The race was

tighter in Minneapolis and
Duluth, where Chavers
came out on top 29-25
and 14-10, respectively.
Chavers also captured the
edge in absentee ballots
96-34.

In the race for tribal
council District 1 repre-
sentative,incumbent Travis
Morrison won over chal-
lenger Tara Geshick in a
closerace, with just 20 votes
separating them.

Morrison carried the
day with advantages in Nett

Lake, 97-73, Vermilion,
32-17,and absentees,51-37.
Geshick held the edge in the
cities, besting Morrison by
33-14 in Minneapolis and
10-5 in Duluth. The final
vote total favored Morrison
by 190-170,a53-47 percent
advantage.

Prior to the election,
Chavers touted her expe-
rience as the reason she
deserved a second term.

“I’'m very well-sea-
soned,” Chavers said. “Ifeel
I’m the best person because

Scenic ;‘{.Rivers
—Clnics—
COVID-19 Testing Available

Curbside COVID-19 testing available Mon-Fri at our Cook and
Tower Clinics. If you have symptoms of COVID-19 or have been
exposed to COVID-19 through someone with a known positive
test result, please call to schedule a testing appointment.

Testing will not be completed without an appointment.
Scenic Rivers will not bill patients for testing.
Insurance coverage will be processed when available.

I have many years of expe-
rience in tribal government.
I think that gives me an
upper edge. I'm so proud
of the tribal leaders that are
on the council now and the
things we’ve done the past
four years. It just fills your
heart knowing that you had
the opportunity to do this
and you’re doing it.”

|6 N 1st Ave E
Ely, MN
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218-235-6161
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town hall improvement
project.

» Awarded the bid on
the township’s pump truck
to Dan Wiire, the high
bidder, at $1,601.

> Will pay the deputy
clerk $18 per hour for
training and time.

>» Will charge 25
cents per page for copies
of Public Data Requests as
the law states the township
may. Previously, the data
had been provided digi-
tally, free of charge. “The
law allows us to charge; I
think that’s reasonable,”
said Tomsich.

> Approved the use
of gravel, a loader and
operator, to work on an
ATV Trail near McKinley
Park for the Prospectors
Loop ATV Club.

>» Looked over a
draft job description for
a part-time maintenance
worker to replace Tom
Poderzay. The board dis-
cussed making weekend
recreation work a separate
position. The board will
have to work with the
union to finalize the job
description.

» Heard public input
about the danger a resi-
dent on Puncher Point is
causing by putting barri-
cades on the side of the
road and directed police
to speak with the resident.

» Acknowledged but
took no action on a letter
from residents with con-

BCI'AT

cerns over the Tower
Seaplane Base. “I don’t
think we need to get into
Tower’s business,” said
Supervisor Greg Dostert.
> Acknowledged but
took no action on a letter
from Lee Peterson con-
cerning the TAAS.

» Acknowledged but
took no action on a letter
concerning the safety of a
rental cabin on McKinley
Park Acres Rd.

> Will send a letter to
representatives asking for
their support in legislative
bonding for the water fil-
tration plant.

>» Will send a
letter of support to Ely-
Bloomenson Community
Hospital in their endeavor
to create a telehealth space
for mental health patients
within the hospital.

» Thanked the elec-
tion judges for their service
during the primary, and
thanked judges Barb
Burgess and Laurie
Anderson for donating
their pay back to the
township.

> Will have contract
negotiations with Local
Union 49 on Wednesday,
Sept. 9

The next town board
meeting is set for Tuesday,
Sept. 22 at noon.

WORKS _

Lake Vermilion = Towear, MN

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion
Call for Reservations

Mon-Sat 8-6 ® Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive « 218-753-4190
www.aronsonboatworks.com

To the sater miie

HOMNDWA
CREST ‘Im—;?'l T'F:'O“V.E.IEIE wNn
Sworetandr  SporeStatiom  ITERCURY

Read It Here

WORLD'S #1

Cook Medical and
Behavioral Health Cools Dental HOT AIR WOODBURNING FURNACE!
20 5th St SE

Open Monday - Saturday Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5941 (218) 666-5958

Tower Medical, Dental, and Behavioral Health
Medical/BH: (218) 753-2405
Dental: (218) 753-6061

jr.:.l.q, 45 gr/hr. emissions

99.4% comb efficiency
99% smokeless burns

800.358.2049

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

KUUMA | &=

‘_-ﬁ i n 1-877-541-2817 RORE IR Sioieless Wood Fumaces
' www.ScenicRiversHealth.org Cook Hospital and Fantastic Sauna Stoves! lampmfg@gmail.com lamppakuuma.com



4B August 28, 2020

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

utdoor

Our lives in the

S Northwoods

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — It’s prob-
ably only a matter of time for
the North Country. As the
incidence of chronic wasting
disease in wild deer moves
ever closer to the Arrowhead,
the Department of Natural
Resources has made several
changes to this year’s deer
hunting regulations and has
expanded a ban on deer

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE

DNR’s GWD fight edges closer to the Arrowhead

feeding in hopes of slowing
the spread of this deadly
disease.

These changes won’t
affect residents or hunters in
St. Louis or Lake counties, at
least not yet. But neighboring
Carlton and Aitkin counties
are among those counties now
subjecttoaban onrecreational
deer feeding. Deer are more
likely to spread CWD when
they gather together in close
proximity, so residents who

feed deer recreationally may
contribute to the spread of the
disease.

Deer hunters in much of
southestern and east-central
Minnesota will also find
increased CWD sampling,
which will remain voluntary
in 2020. No CWD sampling
will be conducted in the
Arrowhead, at least for this
year.

Hunters elsewhere will be
able to submit samples from

their deer at unstaffed sam-
pling stations that facilitate
social distancing during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We are committed to
keeping our wild deer healthy,
while also facilitating social
distancing for hunters and
our staff,” said Michelle
Carstensen, DNR’s wildlife
health program supervisor.
“Deer hunters are essential

See CWD...pg. 5B

Counties with Deer Feeding and Attractants Prohibited
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — A mixed
bag for wild foods should be
good news for bear hunters as
they head to their stands this
year, beginning on Tuesday,
Sept. 1.

Early summer drought
took its toll on the blueber-
ry crop across much of the
region, although timely rains
later in the season helped
salvage otherbear foods.“Our
chokecherries were fairly
good,” said Dennis Udovich,
now in his 39th year as a
bear-hunting guide. Other late
summer foods, like hazelnuts,
high-bush cranberries, and
wild plums are present, but
appear to be less abundant
than usual, and that’s made
hunters’ baits particularly
attractive.

Hunters and guides have
been working their baits since
the middle of the month and
Udovich said the baits he’s
put out are getting hit hard by
multiple bears in many cases.
“We’re having to bait every
day. It kind of reminds me
of years past,” said Udovich,
who believes that the bear
population may finally be
starting to recover.

So far, wildlife manag-
ers with the Department of
Natural Resources are uncon-
vinced of that, which is why
they continue to limit bear
permits to just under 3,500.
Udovich said he’d like to see
afew more permitsissued, but
wildlife managers have been

HUNTING

Bear season kicks off Tuesday

Early drought contributed to below average food year, which should aid hunters

reluctant to take that step short
of more evidence of arebound
in the population. Aggressive
bear harvests about a decade
ago sliced the state’s bear
population in half and despite
a significant reduction in
permits, the population has
shown little sign of increasing
from the current estimate of
12,000-15,000 statewide.
Even so, the DNR has
reported that nuisance bear
activity is up sharply over
recent years, in part because

We're having
to bait everyday.
It kind of reminds
me of years past.

Bear guide Dennis Udovich

of the relative lack of wild
foods. Bears are in what’s
known as hyperphagia this
time of year, which generates
an intense desire for food as
they seek to build up their fat
reserves before heading into
the winter dens later this fall.

The continued high
harvest of younger female
bears appears to be one of the
factors limiting a population
rebound, according to DNR
officials. Udovich said a
trained eye can distinguish a
female from a male bear, but
wildlife managers say most
hunters are unlikely to make

See BEARS..pg 5B

Above:
High-bush
cranberries
are a natural
food targeted
by bears in
late summer.

Right:
Chokecherries
are another
important bear
food.

Top:

Bear hunters
will be in the
field starting
Tuesday.

Above:
Limited
availability of
natural foods
has prompted
more nuisance
behavior from
bears in the
region this
summer.

file photos

Wildflower Watch

This weeks featured flower

The Panicled Aster,
Symphyotrichum lanceolatum
is the most common white aster
blooming in our area right now.
Color and shape distinguish it
from the very common Flat-
topped Aster, which is also in
bloom in late summer and early
fall. That species’ flowers are
off-white to light tan in color.

The Panicled Aster is bright
white and the blossoms have
many more petals than its flat-
toppedrelative. The flowers grow
in a loose, widely-branching
cluster. The leaves are also very
narrow, which helps to distin-
guish it from other asters.

Antlerless lottery
deadline Sept. 10

REGIONAL— If you’re
hoping for an antlerless deer tag
for the upcoming deer season,
don’t forget to apply by the
deadline.

The Department of Natural
Resources is reminding firearms
and muzzleloader hunters who
want to harvest antlerless deer
in a deer permit area designated
as lottery this season to purchase
their license by Thursday, Sept.
10.

Hunters who purchase their
license before this date are auto-
matically entered into the lottery
for the deer permit area or special
hunt area they declare. No appli-
cation is needed to take antlerless
deer in permit areas with hunter
choice, managed, intensive or
unlimited antlerless designations.

Hunters who want to par-
ticipate in special firearms or
muzzleloader deer hunts also
need to apply for permits that
are issued through a lottery, and
that application deadline is also
Sept. 10.

More information about des-
ignations and regulations for deer
permit areas, as well as details
about special hunt opportunities,
is available on the DNR website
atmndnr.gov/hunting/deer and in
the 2020 Minnesota Hunting and
Trapping Regulations Handbook.

See us at
timberjay.com
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CWD...continued from page 4B———

in our surveillance efforts.
They’ve been great part-
ners, and we’re confident
that their continued par-
ticipation will help us
collectthe needed samples
to detect disease on the
landscape.”

While no CWD has
been found in wild deer
in the Arrowhead, the
disease has spread quickly
in recent years, moving
from a few southeastern
Minnesota counties to
parts of central Minnesota.
The DNR continues to
monitor and manage CWD
in an effort to keep prev-
alence low and reduce
spread of the disease.

Hunters in disease
management zones,
control zones, or surveil-
lance areas can get their
deer checked throughout
the season by dropping off
the head of deer one year
of ageorolderataself-ser-
vice sampling station.
Hunters are encouraged
to submit samples in these
areas and zones to help
monitor the spread of the
disease in wild deer.

Deer harvested in
the disease management
zones or control zones will
have self-service sampling
stations available for all
seasons. Any hunter who
has harvested a deer in a
CWD surveillance area
can get their deer tested
when self-service sam-
pling stations are not avail-

able. Current information
for station availability is
on the CWD webpage.
Hunters can call the local
DNR wildlife office within
that surveillance area to
arrange for their deer to be
sampled for CWD.

Based on discover-
ies of CWD in wild and
captive deer in new areas
last year and this spring,
the DNR will monitor
and manage the disease in
these newly created areas,
as guided by its CWD
response plan.

Zones located to the
north of the metro area
include:

»East-central surveil-
lance area—created after
detectionof CWD in adeer
farm in Pine County. This
area is portions of permit
areas 157, 225, 235, 236
and all of permit area 159.

» The north-central
management zone (DPA
604), southeast manage-
ment zone (DPAs 643,
645, 646, 647, 648, 649
and 655) and southeast
control zone (DPAs 255,
343 and 344) remain the
same as last year.

The DNR creates
management zones when
CWD is detected in a
wild deer, to contain the
infection and reduce the
prevalence in the area, and
collect samples to monitor
the disease.

BEARS...Continued from page 4B ————

the distinction unless asow
is trailing cubs.

Udovich said he
doesn’t allow hunters he
guides to shoot females
with young, and he tries
to educate them ahead of
the hunt on some of the
telltale signs of a female
bear, or sow, in hopes of
limiting the harvest of
young females. “In our
camp, shooting a female
is definitely a no-no,” said
Udovich.

Sows typically don’t
come into breeding status
until their fourth or fifth
year in far northeastern

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems
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1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

Minnesota and many of
those end up shot before
ever contributing to the
bear population, said
Udovich.

The percentage of
females harvested typically
increases in years with
limited foods,so DNR offi-
cials will be watching the
harvest results with keen
interest to see whether that
holds true again this year.

The Timberjay hopes
to have local results from
the opening weekend in
next week’s edition. The
regular bear season runs
through Sunday, Oct. 13.

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mmm
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Ely Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.
08/17 76 45 0.00 08/17 76 45 0.00
08/18 72 41 0.00 08/18 71 40 0.00
08/19 78 42 0.00 08/19 77 40 0.00
08/20 82 62 0.00 08/20 83 60 0.00
08/21 82 57 0.02 0821 82 57 0.00
08/22 82 58 0.00 08/22 82 57 0.01
08/23 73 65 0.01 0823 75 65 0.01
Total 13.35 YTD Total 13.93
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Lo Prec. Sn.

52 0.00 08/17 76 46 0.00
45  0.00 08/18 72 41 0.00
61  0.00 08/19 77 55 0.00
64 0.00 0820 82 59 0.15
61 0.00 0821 82 58 0.07
63 0.00 08/22 82 60 0.00
63 0.00 0823 75 64 0.02
NA YTD Total 15.65

RESTORATION

Shoreline protection planned at Itasca

ITASCA STATE PARK —The
Department of Natural Resources
is planning a shoreline restoration
project to address erosion at the
headwaters of the Mississippi River
at Itasca State Park, near Bemidji.
The work will restore the original
river channel width and stabilize the
streambank at the headwaters site.

The projectis designed to min-
imize closure time to accommodate
park visitors. Work will begin in
early October after the peak tourism
season. Access to the site will be
restricted for a five-day period.

“Nearly a half-million
people visit the headwaters of the
Mississippi River every year,” said
Aaron Wunrow, Itasca State Park
manager. “Erosion at the site has
occurred gradually over a long
period of time due to heavy visi-
tation rates.”

Heavy foot traffic has carried
soil and other material from the
shorelineintotheriver.Additionally,
the dam below the surface has
become ineffective, resulting in
water flow that is undercutting the
shoreline and widening the mouth

Multiple presentations are now
in play as the bite finally seems
to be turning on. Water temps
are still in the 70’s but that looks
to change with cooler temps in
the forecast. Walleyes have been
scattered throughout Kab over
the past several weeks, frustrating
anglers as they are seeing them but
just not able to get them to snap.
Approaching this type of scenario
demands patience and versatility.

CLEAN

0 Boats, PWCs, trailers, and gear

o Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, skis, wakeboards,
ropes, and life jackets
before leaving

1;‘. —

of the river.

The restoration project will use
boulders atop the original dam to
create a properly shaped channel
that will produce a natural flow
to the water. This will help reduce
bank erosion by directing water
away from the shoreline to prevent
scouring of the streambanks. The
shoreline will be stabilized with
a combination of boulders and
natural vegetation that will grow

The mid-lake reefs are starting
to heat up in depths of 18°-25°.
Looking for transition areas off the
deep edges is key and two distinct
presentations are working. If you
decide to go with the traditional
Lindy rig, moving slow through
schools of fish with a leech is your
best bet.

The mud flats are also produc-
ingextremely wellin28°-34’.A20z
bottom bouncer and spinner tipped
with a leech or crawler is the way
to go covering these areas. Using

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

Horeyer
~

Water from boat, bilge, motor,
ballast tanks, and bladders.
PWCs - run motor for 10 seconds
to blow water out of jet drive

o Remove drain plug and open all
water draining devices

) Trash unused bait

and root quickly to provide erosion
protection.

“The river downstream of
the headwaters is still intact and
shows no visible impacts from
the erosion,” said Wunrow. “This
project will use a natural design
approach to ensure it remains pro-
tected into the future, maintaining
the existing high water quality and
healthy stream system.”

lead core or down riggers is also a
good presentation to use.

The most consistent bite
though has been the weed lines. It’s
hard for some to imagine fishing
the weeds this time of year but for
those working these areas, the bite
hasbeen fantastic. When the wind is
blowing, follow it. Your best bet is
to sit just outside the weed line and
pitch small jigs tipped with a leech
or crawler using a slow retrieve.

Courtesy of Gateway Store,
Lake Kabetogama

—,

Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

{Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water
(120°F or warmer)

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG

INITIATIVE
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Kenneth
Pulkinen

Kenneth “Ken”
Pulkinen, 77, of
Embarrass, passed
away peacefully at his
home with his lovely
wife at his side on
Friday,Aug.21,2020.
Arrangements are
with Range Funeral
Home in Virginia.

He is survived
by his wife of 52
years, Linda, a great
wonderful marriage;
sister, Carol Pulkinen;
daughter, Tina
(Marty) Petron; son,
Eric (fiancée Paula);
grandchildren, Sam,
Jacob, Christopher,

Alex and Lilly; and
great-granddaughters,
Coraline and Brylly.

KennethMaynard
“Ken” Hegman, 74,
of Ely, passed away
peacefully in his sleep
after suffering injuries
from a fall off his bike
while riding with his
bride of 53 years on
a beautiful Sunday
afternoon. Ken was
a man of deep faith,
who also loved a good
party. Join us for a
celebration of life at
2 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 29 on the patio

inthe yard at Veterans
on the Lake in Ely.
Please bring a chair
or blanket, dress com-
fortably, and be ready
to share your happy
memories of Ken.

He is survived
by his wife, Cheryl;
children,Jacque (Bill)
Horvat,Ken (Kristine)
Hegman, Kristie
(Minh) Dang and Tim
(Riana) Hegman; and
grandchildren, Trevor,
Andrew, Ashley,
Morgan, Emma,
Jakson, Charlotte,
Sawyer, Noah and
Olivia.

Altha E. Ojanen
Altha Ellen
Ojanen, 96, of
Angora, passed away
on Tuesday, Aug. 18,
2020. A celebration
of life will be held at
11 a.m. on Thursday,
Sept. 3 at the Sand
Lake Chapel in Britt.
Visitation will be held
one hour prior to the
service at the chapel.
Guests are respect-
fully asked to adhere
to the mask mandate.
Arrangements are
with Mlaker Funeral
Home of Cook.

EMPLOYMENT

LVRA Marketing and
Administrative Coordinator

Lake Vermilion Resort and Tourism
Association is looking for a Marketing and
Administrative Coordinator. Responsible
for directing, managing and overseeing all
Lake Vermilion Resort & Tourism Association
activities and operations, including facilitation
of planning and marketing to attract visitors
to Lake Vermilion. Position is year-round,
part-time; performed in the Association office
located in Cook, MN and one day per week
working remotely, unless otherwise directed
by the board. Bachelor’s degree or equiva-
lent training preferred; experience in a tour-
ism related business and General Business
Administration.

To apply and for a job description please

send resume and three references to: Josh

Gillman, Life of Riley Resort, Box 1147,

Cook, MN 55723 or Lake Vermilion Resort

Association, P.O. 159 Cook, MN 55723
LVRA is an equal opportunity employer. 9/4

Cook Building Center
Now Hiring Full Time
Delivery Driver/Yard Employee

Overtime every week 45-55 hours. Paid
Time Off, 401k Match, Health Insurance,
Cell Phone. Send resume to info@cook-
buildingcenter.com or stop in to fill out an
application. tfn

Heating-Cooling-
Refrigeration Technician

Regionally-based company posting for a ser-
vice technician with experience in installing
heating systems, AC systems; diagnosis and
repair of both, repair and preventive main-
tenance of refrigeration equipment. Prefer
accreditation from a 2 year program and 4-6
years in the field. Full time with benefits.

Apply to Indeed:
HVAC/Maintenance Technician
Edwards Oil and Propane

Otherwise email resume to
rskalko@eoctrimark.com

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Noon Supervisor

Ely Public Schools is looking for a Noon
Supervisor to supervise students at lunch
and recess times for 172 student contact
days. A background check is required.

Qualifications include:

> Preferred experience working with school
age children

> Evidence of ability to work cooperatively
and communicate effectively in a collabora-
tive setting

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the
following:

> District Application

> 2 letters of recommendation

Return materials to: Ely Public Schools,
Attn: Superintendent, 600 E. Harvey St.,

Ely, MN 55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12.
mn.us

Starting Rate of Pay: $10.58/hour

Hours: Up to 6 hours/day

Application review to begin: September 2,
2020; open until filled.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 21 & 28, 2020

NOWFLAES

solution

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!

BARTENDERS, COOKS, SERVERS

The Landing, in Cook, is now hiring
bartenders, cooks, and servers. Come join
a great team with a stellar reputation and a

fantastic base of loyal customers.

Apply to info@onlakevermilion.com

or call 763-221-1151.  tin

Experienced AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN
Full-time, M-F, benefits. Contact Lee
Phillips. Waschke Family Chevrolet in Cook,
126 N Hwy 53, PO Box 549, Cook, MN
55723; 218-666-5901 or 800-238-4545. tin

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools
Substitute Teachers

Ely Public Schools is looking for substitute
teachers for the 2020-2021 school year. With
a college degree you can qualify to obtain
a short-call substitute teaching license. The
District can help you in this process.

Qualifications include:

» Bachelor’s Degree to qualify for substitute
teaching license is acceptable

>» Experience working with children is pre-
ferred

>» Excellent verbal and written communica-
tion skills

Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us

A complete application must include the
following:

> District Licensed Application

>» Resume

» Copy of official transcripts

» Current Minnesota teaching license, if
available

» 2 letters of recommendation

Contact Superintendent Erik Erie at
eerie@ely.k12.mn.us or Mary Wognum at
mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us or call (218) 365-
6166 ext. 1727 with any questions. For
licensing information from the Minnesota
Professional Educator Licensing and
Standards Board, go to https://mn.gov/pelsb/
aspiring-educators/apply/.

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 21, 28 & Sept. 4, 2020

Justin Fernlund

Justin Fernlund,
34,of Virginia,passed
away on Tuesday,
Aug. 18, 2020, at
his home. A service
and celebration of
life will be held at
noon on Saturday,
Aug.29 at Olcott Park
in Virginia. Please
be mindful of the
COVID restrictions.
Cremationwasprovid-
ed by Bauman Family
Funeral Homes.

He is survived by
hischildren,Oliviaand
Zachary of Eveleth,
Chloe and Elias of
Embarrass; parents,
Ed (Robin) and Terri
(James) of Elys; sister,
Amy (Mike) Peffley
and nephews,Michael
IIT and Gabriel, all of
Sebring, Fla.; many
aunts, uncles and
cousins; and special
friends, Barry, Sandy
and Mike.

Alvin E.

Akemann

Alvin Eugene
Akemann, 90, of
Babbitt, passed away
suddenly on Sunday,
Aug. 16, 2020, at

his home. Memorial
services were held on
Monday, Aug. 24 at
Lutheran Church of
the Good Shepherd
in Babbitt with Pastor
John Bonk officiating.
Due to COVID-19
restrictions, seating
was limited and masks
were required. Burial
will be atalater date in
the Argo Cemetery in
Babbitt. Arrangements
were with Ziemer-
Moeglein-Shatava
Funeral Home in
Aurora.

He is survived
by his wife of 73
years, Mary; chil-
dren, Kathleen (Len)
Rothlisberger of
Coleraine, Robert
of Alaska (presently
in Babbitt), Rhonda
of Babbitt, Paul
of Mankato, Kerri
(Travis) Wichern of
Hastings and Leanne
of Babbitt; grandchil-
dren, Randalyn and
Ryan Rothlisberger,
Tara (Brad) Larsen
and Troy Akemann,
Matthew (Sara)
and Dustin Bovee,
Amber Akemann,
Joselyn (Tyler)
Rhein, Kailyn and

Jacob Wichern, Chase
(Dorothy), Maree and
Rylan Poppenhagen;
great-grandchildren,
Rylee, Kayla, Logan
and Anna; and several
nieces and nephews
who were all special
to him.

Sandra A. Pry

Sandra Alexis
“Sandi” Hietala
Pry, 64, original-
ly of Embarrass,
passed away at the
Benedictine Health
Center in Duluth
on Saturday, Aug.
15, 2020, following
an experience with
cancer. A private
family memorial will
be held at a later date.
The family wishes
to thank St. Mary’s
Hospice Duluth team
fortheir care and com-
passion.

Sheis survived by
her daughter, Dawn
(Justin); grandson,
Logan; brothers, Alex
(Kathy)and Vince;and
nieces and nephews.

EMPLOYMENT

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

':"‘ " 4 Y
Virginia Hibbing
741-1481 263-3276
“Friends Helping Friends”
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ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty is You

OPEN POSITIONS

Care Center

FT & PT Nursing Assistant (wage starting

Environmental Services

PT Housekeeper
Casual Laundry Aide

at $15.88/hr - Sign-On Bonus)

FT MDS-PPS Coordinator/RN Educator

Outpatient Services

FT Infection Prevention/Outpatient

Services Coordinator

Activities
Casual Activities Assistant

Dietag
FT Certified Dietary Manager
PT & Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Equal Opportunity Err

Radiology

FT Radiology Tech

Excellent Wages!

Ask about our
sign on bonus!

TO APPLY:

More Info? Contact Human Resources

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cook Hospetal & Care Center offers competitive pay and benefits

wnchschrag PERA re

poith and  Derstad coverope, Life and LTD,

7

5

1

8

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

(ST [1]] =

" Check Out Our
New Products!

Quality & reliable
marine sales & service

Custom made by DOW

R, —

Building Heavy Duty Docks
in Ely for 42 years

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

Quality Shorefront Products

Factory Dealer of
DAKA & Shoremaster Products

www.docksonwheels.com

DO YOU NEED PLANS?

North Country’s Premier Design and Drafting Service

* Custom Homes EE CADline Design
i | 218.827.8166 - Office
e 218.349.6838 - Cell

I NORTHEAST
] | B

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and
professional services assuring

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

ELY OFFICE

545 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN 55731

Phone (218)365-5256

ane’s : 2195 Twin Lakes Road
bu ‘g Marine 5 miles west of Ely
on Hwy 169 .50

= & YAMAHA

e 218.365.6210 Eue

EVInRUDE |

Open Mon-Fri, 9-5
Sat. 9-Noon
8327 Unity Dr., Virginia / Mt. Iron

218-741-8532

YOU'CALL \WEHAUL!

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell 218-780-4935
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

BEAR (

RIVER \_HR“
ELECTRIC

12896 Hwy. 1, Cook, MN Lic EA756930
Shawn & Diane 507-272-3882

* Site Planning

Your source for Building Plans,
Site Planning and CAD Drafting Services

plans@cadlinedesign.us
www.cadlinedesign.us

GREENSTSENE

MURSERY B LAHDSCAPING

In Business Since
©1979 ¢

Call Now To
Schedule Your

“Fetch us” for
your summer
projects!

Landscaping
~  Services, Patios,
Garden Design,

Retaining Walls,
{=® Yard Restoration

(218) 365-6037 » 2331 OId Hwy. 169, Ely

1/4 mi. east of 88 & 169 * greenstonenursery.com

www.netitle.com

peace of mind for our
customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products
along with a professional

staff that takes pride in every
closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

VIRGINIA OFFICE

61213 St S + Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515

Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174

Sharon Maronick

Licensed Closing Agent

Keeping Our Customers Safe

Covid-19 Supplies

Disposable Hand KN95
Masks Sanitizer Masks
£

VERMILION LUMBER

e | 302 Main St., Tower, MN

[ Gekden HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
i<} 218-753-2230
' “mi
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

=B

VisA|

PUBLIC NOTICES

CITY OF ORR
CALL FOR BIDS
1990 International Tender
Truck

Bids will be opened at the Orr
City Council Meeting on Monday,
September 14, 2020, at 5:00 p.m.

The City of Orr reserves the right
to accept or reject any and all
bids. Winning bidder must agree
to remove lights and sirens.

The City of Orr solicits bids for a
1990 International Tender Truck
with 3,300 gallon water tank.
Truck has a Cummins 400 engine;
13 speed transmission; and high
mileage. Vehicle is to be sold
“AS IS”.

Any questions or to inspect, call
Orr City Hall at (218) 757-3288

Cheri Carter
Clerk/Treasurer
City of Orr

Published in the Timberjay, Aug.
Sealed bids will be accepted by 21, 28 & Sept. 4, 2020
the City of Orr, Clerk’s Office,
4429 Highway 53, PO Box 237,
Orr, MN 55771, until 3:00 p.m., on
Wednesday, September 9, 2020.

INSURANCE

Tower-Soudan Agency

& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN
www.towersoudanagency.com

Subscrihe Today
(218) 793-2950
timberjay.com

POWERFUL SAVINGS wiTH

GENERAC

w FREE estimates ENEAAD

w Financing available W;rZ::;y' i

w AFFORDABLE backup power N =

w Delivery, Installation and Serwce

w Family and locally owned and operated GENERAC
—

CI EAFIEEDL’IK

E Automatic

SALES AND “SERVICE” Standby Generator

Randy Wetenkamp

218-776-3995 + 218-556-5981

FOREST CONCRETE
#8529 PRODUCTS

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.
FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations.

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.
FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS /ﬁ

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 < plaznr 218-365-4030
Sfoax 218-365-6985 « c// 218-341-3197

Celebratin
S ]

ver
47 Years!

Get
Results!

Call Us For All Your
LP Gas Needs!

Hoover Rd, Virginia
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency
Service
e Toll Free
1-800-862-8628

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

We go.. THE EXTRA MILE

fo bring you the
great service you-deserve!

Whether you live
on an island, in town
or iin the woods...
Let our friendly, knowledgeable
sales staff assist you
with all your decorating needs!

\

(We W g0 that oxbia wile To find what you ane looking foro./\

Carpeting

Kitchens

Vinyl & Laminate
Hardwood Flooring
CeramicTile
Window Treatments & More!
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BIG Ennugh to Serve you; smal Enough to Know You

<& FLOOR to CEILING

HOURS:
8-5:30 M-F

,ﬁ B401 Enterprise Drive M., Virginia/Mt. Iron
g: /2 Mile West on Highway 169) -741-6690

Find us on

facebook.
== - floortoceiling.com/virginia I
Il B N N S b b e ‘




