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314 Chestnut St, Virginia, MN • 218-741-ROCK (7625)

ROCKS THE JEWELERS

We Buy
GOLD • SILVER • PLATINUM

COINS • DIAMONDS
Consistently the Highest Prices

Paid in The Area!

Made right here on
the Iron Range!

      We Offer
• On-site jewelry repair
• Custom jewelry design
• Jewelry appraisals
•  Watch batteries
•  Stone remounting



Every year, we make the 
case on this page for 
our readers to shop 
locally. That’s always 

an important message, but 
never as important as it is this 
year. Since the outbreak of 
the COVID-19 pandemic earlier 
this year, many of our local 
retailers have been hammered 
like never before. For weeks, 
many were forced to close 
their doors, suffering lost 
sales that put many deeply in 
the red. 

They’re heading into the 
holidays with greater uncer-
tainty than at any time in 
recent memory. Will shoppers 
turn out to their local brick 
and mortar establishments or 
stay home and shop online? 
Those decisions we all make 
will determine the futures 
of many of our communi-
ty-minded local businesspeo-
ple, so we urge everyone to 
make them in the best inter-
ests of their community. 

We certainly understand the 
urge to shop online during a 
time of pandemic. But, keep 
in mind that the vast majority 
of our locally-owned and op-
erated retailers have excellent 
websites which shoppers can 
peruse and make purchases 
at their leisure. Many of the 
items they carry are unique, 
unlike the mass market items 
you find on the giant online 
retail sites. Before you pur-
chase from one of the big on-
line retailers, ask yourself how 
much these big online retail-
ers contribute to your commu-
nity. Do they build new stores 
that provide construction jobs 
for your neighbors? Do they 
maintain facilities that pay 
property taxes in your commu-
nity? Do they hire local resi-

dents, providing wages that 
circulate in your town? Do 
they contribute to your home-
town sports teams or other 
local fundraising efforts? 

If the answer to these ques-
tions is no, then why would 
you send your dollars to a 
company that doesn’t return 
the favor?

For those who still enjoy 
shopping in-store, our local 
retailers are ideal locations to 
stay safe during the current 
pandemic. You’re far less likely 
to face large crowds of people 
in smaller shops. That not 
only means the owner or em-
ployees will have time to ac-
tually assist you, but that your 
chances of infection are much 
reduced. We already know that 
many of our area retailers are 
adjusting their holiday shop-
ping schedules to keep their 
customers safe. Many are can-
celing open houses or de-em-
phasizing special events, like 
Small Business Saturday, set 
this year for Nov. 28, which 
typically focuses attention on 
locally-owned retailers. 

Yet many shop owners don’t 
want to bring large numbers 
of customers to their store at 
any one time, so they’re sac-
rificing a major sales day for 

the health of their community. 
Rather than thinking about 

Small Business Saturday, let’s 
make a commitment to an en-
tire holiday season focused on 
small businesses. 

How we spend our money 
matters. Main Streets strug-
gle as retail dollars that used 
to be spent in locally-owned 
shops, restaurants, and other 
businesses are increasingly 
ending up in the pockets of 
huge chain or online retailers. 
While big box retailers do at 
least provide a few jobs lo-
cally, they don’t provide the 
same community impact as 
retailers with local ownership. 
What’s more, numerous studies 
have shown that these big 
chain retailers often displace 
as many jobs as they create. 
They also bring with them 
new demands on community 
infrastructure and a variety 
of other public services, that 
local property owners must 
pay for. 

Big chain retailers don’t 
spend much in the local econ-
omy. When they build a new 
store, they don’t employ local 
architects or planners, since 
each store is essentially a 
clone of all the others. They 

use national suppliers for the 
building materials they use in 
construction and for the prod-
ucts they eventually sell. They 
don’t use the local ad agency, 
or the insurance broker on 
Main Street. They don’t use 
a local accountant and they 
rarely advertise in local news-
papers. 

Locally-owned businesses 
do all of these things, and be-
cause they do, the money you 
spend with a local merchant 
works its way throughout 
the area economy, creating a 
“multiplier effect” that bene-
fits all of us. 

When we shop online or at 
big chain retailers, we also 
contribute to the loss of local 
identity. The big box stores 
and big chain restaurants 
all look and feel the same 
wherever you travel. It’s local 
businesses that provide our 
communities with their unique 
flavor. 

All of which makes our 
point. Our locally-owned small 
businesses contribute to the 
character and the economic 
vitality and diversity of our 
communities and our local 
economy. They absolutely de-
serve our support.
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Want to help your community?
Then shop locally-owned this holiday season...

COMMENTARY

#7710  Coupon expires  Dec. 31, 2020

TOWER STORE ONLY Tower, MN

COUPONCOUPON
SPECIALSPECIAL

SAVE $1 on the purchase
of Any Zup’s Frozen Pizza
with the purchase of any

12 oz 8 pack Coke Product

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Open Daily • 3191 Hwy 77, Tower 
753-6277 Bar • 753-5707 Pizza

Home of the

“Bamboozler”
Pizza

• Bar/Restaurant
• Fine Dining
• Entertainment
• Take-Out
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Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center St., Soudan MN

A Warm Welcome 
Awaits You!

Book online at vermilionparkinn.com
or call 218-753-2333

Cozy Private Rooms 
Continental Breakfast

On the Taconite Snowmobile Trail
Near Lake Vermilion

& Giants Ridge Ski Resort

Our lower-level party and sewing/
classroom has kitchen facilities
and is handicapped accessible.

Masks &
COVID 

distancing 
required

3 Nites for 
the price of 2!

BOOKBOOKTODAY!TODAY!

For the elderly and shut-ins this holiday season, it may 
be an even lonelier time than usual. With visiting 
severely limited at assisted living and nursing homes, 
and many other seniors isolated at home because 

they are at high risk of complications if they get sick with 
COVID-19, the traditions of the holidays are going to be very 
different this year.

Here are some ideas to make the holidays special 
during these unusual times.
 First of all, if possible check on seniors, disabled or 

other at-risk neighbors in your area. Since there should be 
no contact right now, print out one of these #ViralKind-
ness Postcards and leave it on their door or doorstep. Then 
they’ll know how to reach out! 
 Send a card: Handwritten cards and letters are always 

appreciated. Recipients can display the cards and re-read 

correspondence to remind themselves that you care.
 Send some home-baked treats, or order from a favorite 

local store or bakery and have them delivered.
 Share a meal long-distance: Plan a socially-distanced 

meal.  Have a favorite take-out meal delivered, then call 
during meal time and talk over a speakerphone (or smart-
phone/tablet if available). 
 Create your own book club or movie club: Have grand-

parents read out loud over a speakerphone or video calling 
app like Facetime, Amazon Alexa, Facebook Messenger, or 
Skype. For older children, have them share a favorite book 
with a favorite older relative or friend, and then have them 
talk about the book together. 
 Have a movie party by watching the same television 

show or movie. 
 Singing old, familiar songs, classic hymns, and family 

Helping the elderly and shut-ins over the holidays
Making this pandemic Christmas one to remember for everyone in your community
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Holiday
Tips

favorites can bring back memories and is a skill that often re-
mains even if speech is difficult.
 Send a personalized gift that will remind seniors of their 

family: Mail-order companies specialize in custom puzzles 
from photographs or perhaps your child’s artwork. You can 
have puzzles made with only a few pieces, or as many as 
2,000. Personalized photo gifts are available at places like 
Walgreens, or online from many photo vendors.
  Make a photo book: Document the previous year with a 

scrapbook or professionally-printed photo book. This year will 
be one to remember, and it will be worth your time to docu-
ment it. Photo books can be printed with online vendors such 
as Shutterfly or Walgreens, and can include text and drawings 
as well as color photographs. You upload your photographs, 
and then design the book page by page. Scrapbooking is an-
other way to preserve and share memories.
 Assemble a craft box: Crossword or word search puzzle 

books, adult coloring books with pencils or markers, paint-by-
number kits, craft kits, and jigsaw puzzles, are just some of 
the ideas that you can assemble into a gift box.
 Don’t forget your care center’s staff: For those with family 

members living in congregate care, think about small gifts for 
the staff that care for your loved ones or neighbors every day. 

Baked goods, candy, fruit, nuts, instant drink mixes, gum, and 
tea are good ideas. Staff may also appreciate self-care gifts 
like lotions, scented soaps, or lip balm. 
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A recipe for holiday fun...

Growing up in a small New En-
gland town in the 1970s, St. 
George’s 
Episcopal 

Church in Middle-
bury, Conn., was 
the place to visit 
every December. The 
church’s large social 
hall was transformed 
into an amazing 
gingerbread village, 
with replicas of the 
town’s historic ar-
chitecture arranged 
around a village 

town square, just like the real homes, 
churches, and businesses up the hill, 
many of which dated back almost 200 
years.

The event was a fundraiser, and the 
larger pieces were auctioned off, with 
many other smaller creations for sale. 
Every year, it seemed, the replicas got 
more and more intricate. 

I never learned the art of high-end 
gingerbread construction, but for those 
willing to settle for something more 
basic, gingerbread construction is a ter-
rific family activity.

And if you don’t have kids in your 
house, consider baking and doing the 

initial house assembly, purchasing the 
candy decorations and some extra frost-
ing, and then creating your own do-it-
yourself kit for a relative or neighbor 
with children in their house.

Gingerbread is a simple dough to make 
as long as one has a hand-held or stand 
mixer. Flour, butter, sugar and spices 
get mixed together, and then rolled out 
thin (quarter-inch thick) on a flat cookie 
sheet lined with parchment paper. Bak-
ing takes about 15 minutes until the 
pieces are firm and solid to the touch (if 
they aren’t cooked enough, they won’t 
be as strong and may break while trying 
to put the house together). Trim the 

JODI

SUMMIT

Gingerbread houses: Gingerbread houses: 
construct holiday memoriesconstruct holiday memories

Baking
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BLACK FRIDAY-We Pay Your Sales Tax!

20% OFF • ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SALE
Dec. 3-7 •  Everything in Both Stores

SHOP MAIN STREET • TOWER
Uffda Thrifts

& Gifts
603 Main St., Tower

Ubetcha Antiques
& Uniques

601 Main St., Tower 

Store Hours: 10 AM-5 PM • 218-753-3422

November 27-30

pieces, if needed, with a sharp knife, 
right out of the oven (before they cool). 
Pieces must cool completely so they be-
come firm, then are pieced together on 
a cardboard base, a few at a time, using 
a royal icing piped from a pastry bag 
as glue. Royal icing is made with con-
fectioner’s sugar and meringue powder 
(preferred if it will be eaten), or raw egg 
whites, and it sets up hard within 15-30 
minutes. 

Building the house can be tricky. Use 
cups and bowls and even some books 
to prop the pieces in place while the 
icing dries. Make sure the four walls 
are completely stable before adding the 
roof pieces, which will also need to be 
propped up while drying.

You can also find ready-made gin-
gerbread kits (with pre-cooked ginger-
bread), or can find cookie cutter sets 
with all the right shapes and sizes to 
make a standard size house. You can 
find and download patterns for many 
different styles of gingerbread houses 
online that you transfer to paper or 
thin cardboard and then use to cut the 
dough into shapes. 

Decorations can be as simple as piped 
white royal icing, but most of the fun 
for children is using as many kinds 
of small candies and colored frosting 
as they can imagine. Gumdrops, jelly 
beans, small chocolate candies, pepper-
mints, candy canes, licorice, and fruit 
strips (which can be cut into shapes) 
can all be attached to the finished 
house using royal icing or regular frost-
ing. The roof can be “shingled” with all 
different sorts of candies, nuts, or cereal 
like shredded wheat.

Gingerbread or sugar cookies in as-

sorted shapes can be used to decorate 
the scene.

I found my recipe for gingerbread on 

Top: Roll out the dough on parch-
ment paper, on a flat cookie sheet, 
then bake without removing the 
background to get crisp edges. Then 
cut when warm out of the oven. Do 
simple piping before assembling the 
pieces.
Use household items to hold the 
pieces in place while the frosting 
“glue” dries. 

218.749.1390
www.materialgirlfabricandcrafts.com • 309 Chestnut St., Virginia, MN 

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Saturday, November 30

SHOPLOCAL
SHOP
SMALL

25% OFF
   One Item of Your Choice (some restrictions apply)
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the foodnetwork.com website, which came courtesy of popular 
Minnesota cookbook writer Beatrice Ojakangas.

For ideas, step-by-step how-to instructions, and more, start 
out at pinterest.com, youtube.com, or www.foodnetwork.com.

Some tip and tricks
 If cutting the pieces with a cardboard pattern, use a ruler 

to make sure your cuts are straight.
 Use a knife or cookie cutter to make the openings for win-

dows and doors, but leave them in place until the pieces are 
baked, then use a sharp knife to remove them. This way the 
dough will not expand, and it will leave you with nice sharp 
edges.
 If the edges of your pieces are not smooth, you can use a 

fine grater to “sand” them.
 Cover a piece of sturdy cardboard with aluminum foil for 

the base of the house. Be sure to make it large enough to be 
able to create a holiday scene around the house.
 You can create “stained glass windows” by placing a hard 

candy inside the cut out window (on a parchment sheet of 
course), and placing them back in the oven for a few minutes. 
Then use a toothpick to smooth out the melted candy inside the 
cutout window.
 Use a thick line of icing on the inside seams of all the 

walls to strengthen the building.
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“Barb was very professional and attentive; we’d recommend her to anyone.” client

Vermilion Land Office • vermilionland.com
PO Box 518, 210 S. Highway 53, Cook, MN 55723

Office: 218-666-6183 • Home Office: 218-666-0144 • Mobile: 218-742-2369

Barb Hegg • Associate Broker, GRI
barb@vermilionland.com

  It’s Time to Get Your Getaway! 
It started as a simple Trapper’s Cabin adjacent to thousands of  

acres of  Superior National Forest. It’s been turned into a seclud-
ed self-sufficient lake home paradise! Includes 42 acres, 2,100 ft

 of  lakeshore, and all the amenities you would want! 
Year-round 3 BR, 2 BA, massive stone fireplace, in-floor heat, 
granite counters, garage, boathouse, and renovated Trapper’s 

Cabin with BR/BA, kitchen, and living area. Features solar power 
and fully automatic electrical system.  Totally off  the grid!

 $860,000  Call for more details!  #138854

Home for the Holidays! 
This is the perfect “social distancing” property for your whole 
family to enjoy. Sleeps 16 comfortably with separate guest area 
above the garage. Situated at the water’s edge this year-round 

home has views from every window, vaulted ceilings, 
master bedroom suite, 360 degrees of  deck, 920 ft 
lakeshore, wet boathouse with sauna, sand beach, 

1,944 sf  pole building and sold furnished! 
Price reduced to $769,500  #139542 
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Why is this Christmas different from all other 
Christmases? This simple question, “Why is this 
night different from all other nights,” is usually 
asked during the Passover Seder. But this year, 

our religious and family traditions are going to be different, 
so it’s worthwhile to start thinking of ways to make this 
Christmas and holiday season special, while still keeping our 
families and communities safe from the spread of COVID-19.

First of all, decide which traditions are still safe. Traipsing 
through the woods to find the perfect Christmas tree, cre-
ating new ornaments and decorating a tree, baking holiday 
treats to share with friends, and writing and mailing cards, 
are all things that families can still continue to do. Focus-
ing on what is safe, instead of focusing on what needs to 
change, will help everyone stay happy and healthy this pan-
demic holiday season.

Find and take advantage of events, both in person and on-
line, that are designed to be safe this year. Sing carols with 
online karaoke, stream holiday music, or find your favorite 
holiday movies online.

Find online Christmas carols to sing at home
 Find favorite Christmas songs and carols, along with lyr-

ics, for easy sing-a-longs at https://www.tistheseasonto.be. 
 Or check out youtube (which you can stream onto a 

smart TV) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxrC06MPx84. 
Search for Top 20 Christmas Carols with Lyrics to Sing-Along. 

Borrow from other celebrations
Dig out those old plastic Easter eggs and create a scav-

enger hunt for the children. Number each egg, and place a 
clue inside that will help them find the next egg. This can 
be done indoors or outdoors. At the end of the hunt, hide a 
prize.

Learn how to make a 
new holiday treat

Try your hand at can-
dy-making, create a 
gingerbread house (see 
story on page 6), dec-
orate cookies, make an 
elaborate cake. Watch 
a few episodes of a holiday baking show and get inspired. 
Make homemade taffy or caramel. How about homemade 
marshmallows (which you can cut into fun shapes using 
cookie cutters). Then float in some homemade hot cocoa.

CDC advice on hosting gatherings
Remind guests to stay home if they are sick
Remind invited guests to stay home if they have been 

exposed to COVID-19 in the last 14 days or are showing 
COVID-19 symptoms. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
advises anyone who has had close contact (within six feet 
for a total of 15 minutes or more, even if both are wearing 
masks) should stay home. Invited guests who live with those 
at higher risk should also consider the potential risk to their 
loved ones. Consider keeping a list of guests who attended 
in case someone in attendance develops COVID after the 
gathering, so everyone can be contacted.

Encourage social distancing
 Host your gathering outdoors, when possible. If this is 

not feasible, make sure the room or space is well-ventilated 
(for example, open a window).
 Arrange tables and chairs to allow for social distancing. 

People from the same household can be in groups together 
and don’t need to be six feet apart – just six feet away from 
other families.

Why is this Christmas different?
Making the most of the holidays during a pandemic

3393 Hwy. 53, Orr MN 55771 • 218.757.3329
Winter Hours: 9 AM-5 PM  •  www.rusticcabinshop.com

Log Railings & Stairs
Log Furniture: Chairs,
  Tables, Futons, Dressers 
Cabin Décor  & Area Rugs 
Cedar Log Materials
Fireplaces
Cedar Picnic Tables
Cedar Log Swings
Mattresses

excluding already
marked down items

Happy Holidays!
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 If planning activities for adults and/
or kids, consider those where social dis-
tancing can be maintained, like sidewalk 
chalk art or frisbee.
 When guests arrive, minimize ges-

tures that promote close contact. For 
example, don’t shake hands, do elbow 
bumps, or give hugs. Instead wave and 
verbally greet them.

Wear masks
 Wear masks when less than six feet 

apart from people or indoors.
 Consider providing masks for guests 

or asking them to bring their own.

Clean hands often
 Consider providing hand sanitizer in 

addition to clearly marked hand-washing 
areas.
 Wash your hands for at least 20 sec-

onds when entering and exiting social 
gatherings. If soap and water are not 
readily available, use a hand sanitizer 
that contains at least 60-percent alcohol. 
Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub 
them together until they feel dry.
 Make sure there is adequate soap or 

hand sanitizer containing at least 60-per-
cent alcohol available in the restrooms 
and encourage guests not to form a line 
at the door. Consider also providing 
cleaning supplies that allow guests to 
wipe down surfaces before they leave.
 Remind guests to wash their hands 

before serving or eating food.
 Use single-use hand towels or paper 

towels for drying hands so guests do not 
share a towel.

Limit the number of people han-
dling or serving food
 Encourage guests to bring their 

own food and drinks.
 Limit people going in and out of 

the areas where food is being prepared 
or handled, such as in the kitchen or 
around the grill, if possible.
 If serving any food, consider iden-

tifying one person to serve all food so 
that multiple people are not handling 
the serving utensils.
 Use single-use options or identify 

one person to serve sharable items, like 
salad dressings, food containers, and 
condiments, so that multiple people are 
not handling the items.
 Limit contact with commonly 

touched surfaces or shared items.

Lower risk activities
 Having a small dinner with only peo-

ple who live in your household.
 Preparing traditional family reci-

pes for family and neighbors, especially 
those at higher risk of severe illness from 
COVID-19, and delivering them in a way 
that doesn’t involve contact with others.
 Having a virtual dinner and sharing 

recipes with friends and family.
 Shopping online rather than in per-

son on the day after Thanksgiving or the 
next Monday.
 Watching sports events, parades, 

and movies from home.

Moderate risk activities
 Having a small outdoor dinner with 

family and friends who live in your com-

munity. Lower your risk by following CDC’s 
recommendations on hosting gatherings 
or cook-outs.
 Visiting pumpkin patches or orchards 

where people use hand sanitizer before 
touching pumpkins or picking apples, 
wearing masks is encouraged or enforced, 
and people are able to maintain social 
distancing.

Higher risk activities
Avoid these higher risk activities to 

help prevent the spread of the virus that 
causes COVID-19:
 Going shopping in crowded stores 

just before, on, or after Thanksgiving.
 Participating or being a spectator at 

a crowded race.
 Attending large indoor gatherings 

with people from outside of your house-
hold.
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Have a Have a VeraVera  
Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Thoughts and recipes from Lake Thoughts and recipes from Lake 
Vermilion’s most colorful columnist Vermilion’s most colorful columnist 

Editor’s Note: The following are the thoughts (sometimes appropriate, 
sometimes not) of Miss Vera Milion, a popular columist in the Tower 
edition of the Timberjay newspaper. Vera, who lives on Lake Vermilion, 
writes regularly about her exploits as well as those of fellow characters 
Moose and Hilda. We can’t always vouch for the veracity of Vera’s sto-
ries, but they never cease to entertain. We suspect the following recipes 
are real, but with Vera, you never know for sure... 

In these times of ‘Political Correctness,” I wonder if there are 
still Christmas Pageants in public schools? I was ALWAYS the 
narrator! I NEVER got to be one of the Kings clad in Mrs. Hunt-
er’s old drapes, with a tinfoil crown and a bottle of Frankin-

cense created by some mother out of a Prell shampoo bottle.
Never a shepherd dragging sheep made from a sawhorse with a 

stuffed sock head. As for Joseph, again NADA!
In college my luck changed! The Black Hills Passion Play toured back 

MasterCard-Visa
Discover

American Express

We service what we sell!

Built and Assembled in 
United States Factories

11,000 U.S. Union Employees
$1 Billion Invested in 9
United States Factories

102 Chestnut St. Virginia • 741-3615 
Jenia’s

APPLIANCE & TV

HAROLD’S ARCTIC
SALES and SERVICE

Between Tower and Virginia
on Hwy.169 • 218-741-4275

50+ years in the
 business

Full line of
Arctic Cat
clothing &

accessories

Great Gifts!

LIMITED SELECTION
        Sleds Going Fast! DON’TWAIT!

Tower, MN • Hwy. 169
218-753-4851

www.marjomoteltowermn.com

Cable TV • Internet
Microwaves • Coffee

Refrigerators
Single & Double Rooms

Direct Access to Lake Vermilion
and Local Trails

JACKETS-PANTS
GLOVES-HATS-PARKAS
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in the day and one of their stops was 
Bemidji– home of Bemidji State College.  
Theater students were invited to par-
ticipate in the performance at the high 
school.  The theater was enormous. It 
had been used by touring shows and was 
complete even with fly bars.

A fly bar, for those who did not major 
in theater, is a pipe that can be used to 
‘fly-in’ backdrops, curtains, or set pieces.

It was my FIRST experience with this 
theatrical device....but not the last! 
The ‘gig’ (theater talk) also appealed to 
several of my fellow thespians and me 
because you got paid. Which meant you 
could buy food.

Being THEATRICALS, what we ingested 
had to be unique, rare, dramatic, CHEAP, 
so we dined on bologna! 

BOLOGNA WEDGES
1 large package of cream cheese
Sour cream or sweet cream---your 

choice
Bologna slices

Garlic salt
Soften one package of cream cheese 

with the cream, season to taste with the 
garlic salt or any other salt that calls to 
you. Spread on bologna slices.

Create a stack about 1-inch high and 
cut into wedges and refrigerate. (If you 
are seeking to impress, stick each wedge 
with one of those toothpicks with the 
fringe. Nothing says party like fancy 
toothpicks!)

         
The production included all sorts 

of animals....sheep, goats, and a mule 
for Jesus, so he could enter into Jeru-

salem!
There was a brief run through before 

the actual production. We were sepa-
rated into two mobs...stage left and 
stage right. Each group was directed by 
one of the ‘professionals’ from the com-
pany. I was still just a member of the 
crowd, however the Angel Gabriel was in 
charge of my crowd and a professional. 
People rushed on from stage left and 
right awaiting the appearance of Jesus.

To this day i don’t really know why my 
entrance was delayed until it was me 
and Jesus on his mule left to enter.  The 
mule and its passenger came on first.  
Gabriel held me back until Jesus was 
center stage.

“Now...run on as if you were late, ‘
And so I did...Biblical robes flapping 

the breeze which of course scared the 
mule who tried to stampede.

Jesus got the mule under control and 
continued his entrance into the city.

MY entrance WAS cut from the evening 
performance! 

Air source heat pumps provide home cooling and supplemental heating, using 72% less electricity  
than conventional air conditioners and furnaces.

Limited funds are available and awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. Rebate amounts and programs are subject to change without notice.

Take advantage of our 2020 rebates when you install a qualifying, energy-saving central/ducted air source heat pump!
 

Air Source Heat Pump 2020 Rebates

SEER 16+ $800

SEER 15 $580

SEER 14.5 $480 

WHETHER TEMPS RISE OR FALL,  
YOUR ENERGY BILL WILL STAY COOL. 

Call 800-421-9959 (press 6) Or visit www.lakecountrypower.coop
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While I still LOVE the season, many of 
my memories aren’t! I had/have a loud 
voice and I can carry a tune– regardless 
of what the other members of the choir 
reported!    

So, I was chosen in the fourth grade 
to be part of a ‘select’ group of singers 
for the school’s salute to the Yule-tide. 
This was long before Christmas con-
certs became a political issue in public 
schools. If I had been older I might 
have resorted to this recipe from a 
cookbook created by the ladies of the 
Wilmette Lutheran Church, Wilmette, 
Illinois!

     
PUNCH DAIQUIRI
1 can of frozen lemonade concentrate 

to make one quart
1 can of frozen limeade concentrate to 

make one quart
3 quart bottles of club soda
1 quart white rum
Mix the rum and the concentrate.  
Don’t add water to the frozen con-

centrates!  Freeze, and an hour before 
serving, remove from the freezer; the 

mixture should be frozen.
Before serving, blend in the three 

quarts of club soda. The recipes makes 
34 four-ounce servings.

One of my favorite cookbooks is Tow-
er’s Kitchen Secrets, compiled by the 
Tower Women’s Civic Improvement Club.  
There isn’t a date of publication, but I 
do recognize names.

Keeping with Christmas, June Ma-
comber’s Santa Cinnamon Salad would 
be a success. I like it because it doesn’t 
contain ANY vegetables!

June Macomber’s Santa Cinnamon 
Salad

1/4 cup red cinnamon candies
2 tablespoons sugar
1 cup hot water
1 package cherry gelatin
1 cup cold water
1 cup diced apple
1/2 cup diced orange
1/4 cup chopped nuts
Dissolve the candies and sugar in the 

hot water...heat to boiling and pour 

over gelatin, stir to dissolve. Add the 
cold water and food coloring.

Chill until partially set, then stir in 
the remaining ingredients and chill until 
firm. I FEEL this recipe just CALLS for 
giant dollops of whipped cream.

     
After these recipes, you can browse 

the ads in the cookbook:
GORNICK’S FAIRWAY– Meats and Gro-

cery-Phone Number-40
TOWER BAKERY– proprietor William 

Helin - Phone Number-154...offers all 

You’ll never need to peel,
press, pit or strain

ever again with the

Mehu-Liisa
steamer juicer

A high quality product
made in Finland

Hibbing Feed & Seed
608 W 41st St, Hibbing

218-262-3049

A
great

gift
idea!

Baking Spices & Flours  Specialty Cheeses 
Organic & All Natural Turkeys & Hams 

Local & Fair Trade Gifts  MN Made Products 
Essential Oils  Soaps  Lotions 

732 N. 4th Street, Virginia, MN · 218-741-4663 

 

YOUR COMMUNITY OWNED GROCERY STORE SINCE 1979 

There’s No Place 
Like Home for

the Holidays
We Put The “C” in COZY!
Cabinets • Carpeting
Ceramic • Customized
from Floor To Ceiling!

Season’s Greetings!

floortoceiling.com/virginia
Open: 

Mon.- Fri.
8 AM-5:30 PM

218-741-6690
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types bread and ‘specially’ decorated 
cakes.

THEN  we arrive at:

Vi Myre’s IMP OF SATAN CAKE
1/2 cup of shortening
3/4 cup of sugar
1-1/2 cups cake flour
1/2 tsp salt
2 tsp baking powder
1/2 cup of milk
1 tsp grated lemon peel
1-1/2 squares of grated chocolate
4 egg whites
2 tsp vanilla

Cream 
sugar and 
shortening 
until fluffy.  
Sift flour, 
baking 
powder, salt 
and add to 
the creamed 
mixture 
alternating 
with the 

milk.  Add the grated lemon peel and 
grated chocolate.  Fold in the beaten 
egg whites and vanilla.

Bake in two 8-inch pans for 35 min-
utes at 350 degrees. Frost lavishly with 
chocolate frosting.

     
If you been asked to ‘serve,’ at church 

during the holidays I found this recipe:

10,000 Chocolate Chip Cookies
112 pounds of chocolate chips
65 pounds of flour
500 eggs
100 pounds of sugar
87 pounds of shortening
75 pounds of brown sugar
12 pounds of butter
3 pounds of salt
3 cups of vanilla extract
1 quart of water
1 1/2 pounds 
Directions:  DO THE BEST YOU CAN!
This recipe is from Marie Hoffman who 

claims it’s a hit with the crew of the air-
craft carrrier U.S.S. Yorktown.

You can call it the winter solstice but 
we KNOW what you really mean!

The singers were given a huge sheet 
of white cotton which was our choir 
robes which we took home so our moms 
could cut the holes through which we 
poked out heads. There were no direc-
tions given. My mother did what was 
asked of her. Turned out she somehow 
made the hole not to Miss Bakken’s 
wishes. So, I was led to each classroom 
as an illustration of HOW it was NOT to 
be done. The rest of the costume was 
a huge red bow, and who in the audi-
ence could tell the difference. If this 
had happened later in my life I perhaps 
would have taken to drinking.

Advanced Optical • 3.625” X 4.875 • October 16, 2020

have yourself
a merry

little 
christmas
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Creating keepsakes....

Looking for the perfect Christmas 
gift to spoil someone in your 
life? Look no further. Hook and 
Stone by Elizabeth Engelke, a 

home-based jeweler in Soudan, offers 
a wide variety of unique wire-wrapped 
necklaces, bracelets, and rings. There’s 
something for everyone and if you have 
something specific in mind, she can do 
custom orders. 

Engelke has always been crafty; as a 
13-year-old she taught herself to cro-

chet. Years later, while looking for crocheted jewelry tutori-
als online, she came across crocheted wire jewelry and wire 
woven jewelry that was so amazing she decided she wanted 
to learn how to make it too. This led her to new artistic 
challenges, all by learning from online instructional videos. 
“I’ve watched like a thousand tutorials on YouTube to learn 
every technique I can find, and I’ll buy tutorials when I can’t 
figure it out by looking at pictures,” she said. Many of her 
designs are of her own creation, and she has plenty of one-
of-a-kind pieces too. “I kind of work on inspiration, I see 
a stone and an idea comes to mind. A lot of times I’ll make 
something that I really like and I’ll sell it and never make it 

STEPHANIE 

UKKOLA

Handmade



again because it was a one-time inspiration.” 
“I’ve always been an observer, I see things many peo-

ple don’t notice.” She said she has found inspiration from 
things as simple as the designs on baby wipes, and front 
door windows, “One day I was brushing my teeth and I no-
ticed a hair that was swirled around in a figure-8 design on 
the counter and it gave me an idea for earrings,” she said.  

Engelke created her business originally intending to sell 
crochet jewelry, hence the name Hook and Stone, but has 
since changed her focus to wrapped-in-wire jewelry. Her 
signature pieces are wire-wrapped pendants with polished 
stones and fossils. She also sells a variety of rings, necklaces 
and earrings along with the occasional keychain or anklet. 
Engelke buys her stones from around the world and has just 
about every kind of stone under the sun. Many of her cre-
ations use labradorite, she has pearls from China and 
fossils from France. Sometimes it can take months for 
her orders to arrive. 

“I usually spend three to five hours each day work-
ing,” she said. Depending on the style, making a ring 
can take 10 minutes or several hours and pendants 
take an hour to five hours. 

“Making the jewelry is the easy part because I love 
creating.” Aside from jewelry making, there’s a lot 
more that happens behind the scenes. Engelke also 
has to photograph the pieces, edit the photos, post 
them on her Etsy store and social media accounts and 
write up descriptions using SEO (search engine optimi-
zation) tools so people are able to find them. 

Engelke has also taught classes at Ely Folk School. She is 
one of several very talented local jewelry makers who teach 
classes in Ely.

Aside from being CEO, crafter, photographer and director 
of marketing and sales, Engelke is also the mother of five 
children ages two to 15 who have been learning from home 
due to the pandemic. “With all the kids home doing their 
schooling I’ve learned to be more disciplined and schedule 
time to work on jewelry projects,” she said. Her oldest, 
Sam, will occasionally help with prep work and often lends 
a hand, helping sell the jewelry at farmers market and craft 
shows. 

A large selection of 
Hook and Stone jewelry is 
available online at www.
etsy.com/shop/HookN-
StoneCreations or can be 
found locally at Ubetcha 
Antiques and Uniques 
in Tower. Connect with 
Hook and Stone on Face-
book or Instagram @
hookandstonecreations. 
Custom order requests 
can be sent to liz@
hookandstonecreations.
com. Necklaces range 

from $10 to $120 or 
more, bracelets from 
$5 to $45, rings 
from $5 to $70, and 
earrings from $15 
to $25, depending 
on materials and 
intricacy of artwork. 
The shop has jewelry for kids and adults alike. Most of the 
jewelry is for women, but there are a few hemp bracelets 
and shark-tooth necklaces for boys and men, too. 
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1.6 oz.
#7710   Limit one per customer.  Coupon expires  Jan. 31, 2021.

ELY STORE ONLY

SUPER
ZUPER

COUPON FOOD MARKETS
Ely, Minnesota

FREE PEARSON’S SALTED NUT ROLL



The end of the year marks a period of 
heightened festivity.  Come the holiday 
season, homes and businesses are dec-
orated and everyone seems to have an 

extra spring in their step.
The sight of snowflakes, candy canes, evergreen 

wreaths, and Christmas trees can elicit nostalgia 
for happy holidays of the past, as well as excite-
ment for what is yet to come. When it comes to 
decorating for the holidays, there are certain 
items that set the scene. 
 Christmas trees: Germany is credited with 

starting the modern Christmas tree tradition. 
It dates back to the 16th century when devout 
Christians brought trees into their homes and 
decorated them. German settlers brought Christ-
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WINTERGREENNORTHERNWEAR.COM

QUALITY OUTDOOR APPAREL
HANDMADE IN ELY, MN

photo © Jean Burns
WINTERGREENNORTHERNWEAR.COM

Must-haves to 
achieve a holiday 
wonderland

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 AM - 5 PM
625 9th Street North • Northgate Plaza • Virginia, MN • 741-0204

Tons of great
gift-giving ideas!
Cooking, Baking, 

Decorations,
Jewelry, Sauna,  
We have it all!

Contactless shopping available at:
www.irmasfinlandhouse.com



mas tree traditions to America upon their arrival in Pennsyl-
vania in the 19th century. 
 Mistletoe: Mistletoe is known as the “kissing plant” and 

it is customary for couples to kiss while standing beneath the 
plant, typically hung in doorways and arches. Mistletoe was 
once hung to drive off evil spirts and ensure fertility. Kissing 
under the mistletoe was first associated with the Greek festi-
val of Saturnalia and later with primitive marriage rites. 
 Lights: Lights are commonly seen during the holiday 

season. The custom of having holiday lights dates back to 

when Christmas trees were decorated 
with candles, which symbolized Christ 
being the light of the world. These tra-
ditions evolved from pagan rituals that 
would celebrate the return of sunlight as 
the days grow longer after the winter solstice. 
 Yule log: Many families burn a yule log in the fireplace 

and watch it burn while listening to Christmas carols. The 
familiar custom of burning the log dates back to solstice 
celebrations and the tradition of bonfires. The Christmas tra-
dition called for burning a portion of the log each evening 
until Twelfth Night, also known as the Epiphany, which takes 
place on January 6. 
 Poinsettias: Poinsettias are a tropical plant that origi-

nated in Mexico. Joel Roberts Poinsett was the first Ambas-
sador from the United States to Mexico. He became enamored 
with the plants, and brought them back to his native South 
Carolina. An old Mexican legend suggests a poor girl had 
nothing to offer baby Jesus at Christmas Eve services, so she 
picked a handful of weeds and put them at the bottom of the 
nativity scene. These weeds burst into bright red flowers and 
became known as “Flores de Noche Buena,” or “Flowers of the 
Holy Night.” 

Holiday decorations borrow traditions from all over the 
world to help establish a festive wonderland. 
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Let us help you find your perfect
“home for the holidays”

218-757-3233  •  www.TheLakeCountry.com
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AndersonFurnitureCompany.com
Mon-Fri 10-5, Saturday 10-4, Sunday Closed

214 2nd Avenue, N • Virginia 55792 • 218-741-9356

Shop All 4 Floors Of Fine Furniture
For Every Room In Your Home.

10% OFF
Coupon

With Our Showroom Full
Of Recliners...
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Of Recliners...

All Your Holiday Wishes
Come True!
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Embarrass-Vermillion Federal Credit Union
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Fine Desserts • Wraps & Soups • Kids Area & Menu
Espresso & Gourmet Coffee Drinks • Gifts

Fine Assortment of Teas • Coffee & Tea Accessories
Organic Fair Trade Coffee • WiFi Hot Spot

A Place to Gather
& Connect

for the Holidays

A Place to Gather
& Connect

for the Holidays

How to care 
for wild 
birds this 
winter
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Open: Monday-Saturday 9 AM-6 PM
Sunday 10 AM-4 PM

 
105 N Central Ave., Ely • 218.365.6745

www.piragis.com • www.boundarywaterscatalog.com

Find the perfect gift for everyone on your list.

                              New Arrivals 
Patagonia, North Face, Kuhl and Toad & Co.
Frost River, Gransfors, Sanborn and Duke Cannon
Puzzles, Games, Jewelry, Watches, Local Art and Pottery 
Hundreds of Titles in Our Second Floor Bookstore 
Don’t Forget Young Adult, Youth and Kids’ Books

Shop Both
Stores for a Large
Selection of Gifts,

Jewelrys and 
Home Accessories

Happy Holidays from All of Us!

129 N. Central Ave., Ely • 218.365.4653
ElySurplus.com

Great Products at
Great Prices

KK
Happy Holidays!

Gift Certificates
Available

Your Carhart Headquarters

The arrival of winter forces everyone to confront the 
changes synonymous with the season, and local wild-
life is no exception. Low temperatures, harsh winter 
storms and a scarcity of food can make it challenging 

for wildlife, including birds, to thrive throughout the winter.
Even though several species of birds are migratory and 

travel to warmer climates to wait out winter, many others stay 
put. The Audubon Society says that keeping close to home 
helps some species of birds maintain their territories.

Some birds will puff up to retain heat; others will seek shel-
ter in dense foliage or cavities to avoid the elements. Many 
birds will huddle together to share warmth. 

Another way of keeping warm is building up fat as an in-
sulator and energy source. The Audubon Society says more 
than 10 percent of some birds’ winter body weight may be fat. 
That can be challenging to maintain when common sources of 
food, such as insects and berries, disappear as winter wears 
on. This is when some human intervention can prove handy, 
advise ornithologists. A few simple efforts may benefit birds 
and other wildlife that may not hibernate winter away or es-
cape to the tropics.
 Have a supply of food, bird feeders, houses, and any 

other bird-related gear at the ready. In our area, many people 
wait until bears have gone into hibernation to put out feed-

ers, and then take them down in the summer. This reduces 
problems because bears are very attracted to the seeds in 
feeders.
 Invest in nutritious food, such as black oil sunflower 

seeds or blends that are high in black oil sunflower seeds. 
Winter finches like pine siskins and goldfinches are attracted 
to thistle seed. You can purchase special thistle seed feeders, 
or find sock-style feeders for thistle, which is a very tiny seed. 
You also can make available more foods that are high in fat, 
such as suet, peanut butter or even whole peanuts. Mother 
Nature Network also suggests adding meal worms if they can 
be found.
 Choose feeders that will keep seed dry; otherwise, it will 

be prone to bacterial and fungal growth.
 Don’t discard fallen leaves or any downed twigs or pruned 

boughs from trees. Place these nearby your feeders. This will 
give birds material for creating shelter or hiding away when 
the weather gets especially brutal. When the Christmas tree is 
finished for the season, place it in the yard as a windbreak for 
birds.
 Put shallow water sources around so birds can drink. Re-

place them frequently if water freezes.



Many people may not get in the holiday spirit with-
out decorations and all the trimmings. Chances are 
strong that if you have containers full of items just 
waiting to see the light of day again this holiday 

season, those items are red or green or some combination 
thereof.

Red and green have become the traditional colors of Christ-
mas, just as blue and white symbolize Chanukah. But how did 
this color palette come to evolve?

Just like many traditions of Christmas, the red and green 
scheme has origins that pre-date the Christian celebration. 
Christmas has borrowed from many of the customs of winter 
solstice celebrations of ancient peoples, including the Celts. 
Ancient Celtic people revered holly plants, believing they 
brought beauty and good fortune in the middle of winter — a 
time when the landscape is normally bleak and holly plants 
thrive and stand out. Celts would regularly bring in sprigs of 
holly and decorate their homes with the plants, which feature 

shiny, serrated leaves and bright, red berries, as a way to guar-
antee a prosperous new year. Holly also came to be associated 
with the crown of thorns Jesus Christ was forced to wear during 
his crucifixion. 

The custom of using red and green continued into the 14th 
century. Dr. Spike Bucklow, a research scientist at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, says red and green also were used to paint 
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Why are Christmas 
colors red and green?

answers on 
next page



medieval rood screens, which were parti-
tions installed in churches to separate the 
congregation from the priest and altar. 
Dr. Bucklow notes that Victorians also ex-
tended the association of these colors as 
a physical boundary to another boundary: 
the marking of the end of the old year 
and the beginning of a new one at Christ-
mastime.

While red and green had associations 
with Christmas in early times through 
holly and other sources, the connection 
was perhaps best solidified thanks to a 
man named Haddon Sundblom. Sundblom 
was an artist commissioned in 1931 by 
the Coca-Cola company to create an image 
of Santa Claus for the company’s upcom-
ing holiday ads. Until this point, versions 
of Santa were rarely consistent, with his 
clothing vacillating between green, blue 
and red. He also wasn’t the plump, jolly 
fellow associated with Christmas as we 
know him today, but rather thin and elf-
like. Sundblom portrayed him as a chubby 
man wearing red robes, likely as a nod to 
Coca-Cola’s own red logo, even though 
the company denies the connection. 
Santa was featured in front of a 
green background. The ads proved 
popular and Sundblom’s Santa be-
came the preferred depiction. Santa’s 
red robes perfectly complemented 
the green background and other 
green components of the holiday, 
such as Christmas trees and holly, 
that already had been solidified as 
Christmas imagery.

Color plays a strong role in cre-
ating Christmas nostalgia. Red 
and green are put on vivid display 
throughout the season.  
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(Curbside pickup on Gift Baskets • Gift Cards available)

• Garland, Spruce Tops
• Pet Toys, Treats & Food
• Poinsettia & Flowers
• Birch Deer Herds & Snowmen
• New Items

Christmas Trees
5 to 12 ft

Wreaths
plain or decorated

will do special orders

365-6555 • 45 W. Camp Street Ely • Open M-Sat: 9-5:30, Sun:9-1 

Bayview Bar & Grill
Winter Hours

Fri, Sat, Sun
Open at Noon

2007 Cty Rd. 77, Tower, MN
218-753-2469

 

Full Bar & Food
Great

Snowmobile
Stop
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Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most

definitive history!

Memories of the Early Days
A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 + Tax

Over
 100 Historical
Photographs!

A Regional Favorite
STOP IN TODAY OR CALL...

Back By 
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Demand!
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Cookies and other baked treats are everywhere come 
the holiday season. It’s not uncommon to give cookies 
as gifts or arrive at holiday gatherings with cakes and 
other decadent desserts. 

Cookies are a classic holiday treat, and some families even 
build entire traditions around baking Christmas cookies.

Novice bakers making cookies for the first time may be a 
little overwhelmed when perusing recipes. Baking is a science, 
and sometimes it takes practice to get the results just right. 
However, there are some tips that can help yield better, buttery 
bounties.

Handle butter with care
Butter can make or break a cookie recipe, as butter is often 

the glue that holds the cookie together. Therefore, it is key to 
follow the directions carefully regarding how to handle butter. 
Smithsonian.com says to leave butter at room temperature for 
30 to 60 minutes to properly soften it. This takes patience, but 
fiddling with butter too much can damage its delectable in-
tegrity. While purists may say butter is best, margarine may be 
acceptable if it has a high fat content; otherwise, cookies may 
spread out and flatten.

When it comes time to cream the butter with sugar, be sure 
to do so thoroughly to incorporate air into the butter and re-
move the grainy texture of the sugar.

Measure flour properly
Measuring flour the right way can ensure cookies come out 

right. The Cooking Channel says to spoon the flour lightly into 
a dry measuring cup, then level it off with a knife. Do not dip 
the measuring cup into the flour or tap the knife against the 
cup. This will pack too much flour into the measuring cup and 
result in dry, tough cookies.

Slow down the eggs
Add eggs one at a time to make sure each will emulsify 

properly with the fat in the butter. Adding eggs en masse may 
cause the emulsification to fail.

Chill out
Follow recipes that call for chilling cookie dough carefully. 

This process is important for making sliced and shaped cookies. 
By chilling, the dough becomes more malleable for rolling and 
even slicing.

Use a bottom rack
Too much heat may compromise cookie integrity. The food 

experts at Delish say to try moving cookies onto a lower rack 
in the oven if they aren’t retaining their shape when baked. 
Put an empty cookie sheet on the top rack. That will block the 
cookies from the most intense heat that rises to the top of the 
oven.

Mastering cookies takes a little patience and some trial and 
error. Once bakers get their feet wet, Christmas-cookie-baking 
becomes even more special. 

Tips for baking better Christmas cookies

Stock the pantry with holiday baking ingredients 
 Flours: All-purpose flour is versatile and useful in many 

recipes. In addition, bread flour, cake flour and pastry flour 
have attributes that make them better suited for their re-
spective jobs than all-purpose flour. Individuals who follow 
certain diets, including gluten-free diets, can find alternative 
flours that can be substituted in many different recipes.
 Baking soda: This leavening agent is activated when it 

is combined with acid and heat. That is why it is often paired 
with citrus juice, buttermilk and sour cream.
 Baking powder: This leavening agent is baking soda 

mixed with a powdered acid and cornstarch. If baking soda is 
the only leavening agent, it will not require the addition of 
another acidic ingredient. 
 Sugar: Granulated sugar is the most common sugar 

found in recipes. Confectioner’s sugar (powdered sugar) is 
used in frosting and icings. Brown sugar is refined sugar with 
molasses added, and is used in certain recipes, like ginger-
bread.
 Unsalted butter: Unsalted butter will be the default for 

baked goods unless the recipe specifically mentions salted 
butter.
 Milk: Dairy adds moisture and texture to batters. Alter-

native milks, such as soy or almond milk, can sometimes be 
substituted, but the resulting texture may change.
 Shortening: Shortening is a solid vegetable fat used to 

make tender baked goods. Shortening also has a higher melt-
ing point, which helps cookies and other items retain their 
shape while cooking.
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Porch Lady’s first 
Christmas

In this day and age, it’s hard to buy a 
holiday decoration that will stand the 
test of time without being dreadfully 
expensive. It would appear I lucked 

out! In the summer of 2014 while doing my 
annual walk through the Ely Blueberry Festival, 
my eyes fixed on these whimsical lady yard 
decorations. There were a group of a dozen or 
so sitting in a crafter’s tent. They were made 
out of 5/8” plywood pieces for face, torso, hat 

and bare feet. 1” dowels 
created skinny legs and 
arms with stuffed white 
silicone gloves for hands. 

I was delighted! The 
lady I favored had on a 
cloth black dress and a 
painted red hat with a 
few silk flowers attached. 
She wore costume jewelry, 
including a pearl necklace 
and rings on her fingers 
but no bells on her toes!  
The price was about sixty 

dollars, and I eagerly purchased her. 
I lived in Ely, so easily carried her the cou-

ple blocks home and sat her on a stool on my 
covered front porch, setting a lively painted 
tea kettle planter in her lap. She was just the 
most perfect outdoor decoration I had ever 
seen. 

When fall arrived that year, I did not want 
to bring her inside, so I decided to put an 
orange hunting jacket over her dress and set 
a plastic toy rifle along with a coffee thermos 
in her lap. She sat, keeping vigil well into No-
vember and then I took her inside for winter 
tea parties. 

This exhibition schedule continued until 
2017 when I moved to Soudan, bringing Porch 
Lady with me, of course. She has since made 
many friends, enduring a few more seasons, 
while seated on my front wood steps that face 
the busy Post Office.

As spring 2019 approached, I looked at her 
sitting in the basement corner and thought 
“Honey, you need a make-over!” The faded 
clothes, chipped paint, drab lip-color and thin-

SCARLET

STONE
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ning Spanish-moss hair would never do. I made a 
trip to Goodwill and found her a bright new poly-
ester dress, then freshened up her paint. I even 
found her a pair of bright multi-colored cat-eye 
glasses that I glued on and she made her debut 
on Mother’s Day for the summer season. That Hal-
loween I turned her into a crusty, cigar-smoking, 
whiskered vagrant by putting a mask on her and a 
big black hooded poncho. It was funny, but I felt 
like I was doing her an injustice.

She draws plenty of attention, giving cheer to 
the local residents and summer visitors. Folks 
have stopped by to sit next to Porch Lady for 
a photo-op! I have thought about giving her a 
name... like Eugenia or Gertie, but nothing seems 
to stick except Porch Lady. 

She reminds me of the decades ago Saturday 
Night Live character, Church Lady. One day a 
friend said she almost kidnapped Porch Lady and 
planned to hold her ransom. Such a prank was too 
serious a matter...so she has been screwed down 
to the wood steps ever since. 

Many share concern for her. Recently, my bank 
teller told me that Porch Lady needed a COVID 
mask so I came home and sewed one for her and 
attached it. She is a natural at social distancing 
with her pursed lips and fixed gaze.

A few weeks ago, knowing I would not be pass-
ing out treats for Halloween because of COVID, 
I was going to take her inside but stripped the 
screws in the process, so there she still sits endur-
ing the season. Her foot dropped off this fall and 
I secured it adding warm wooly socks to her feet. 
I put a black plastic bag over her on Halloween so 
she wouldn’t make a scene, and have now made 
the decision that this is going to be Porch Lady’s 
first Christmas!  She is going from a Halloween 
Scrooge to a festive filly! Next spring I will use 
her as a pattern to create a new Porch Lady, but 
certainly cannot complain that I didn’t get my 
money’s worth from this decoration.

$13.95 at your favorite stores, by mail, phone, or online

Enjoy Canoe Country all year with The Boundary Waters Calendar!

PO Box 188, Ely, MN 55731 • 218-365-3375 • www.RavenWordsPress.com

+ $6 per shipping address. MN delivery add 6.875% sales tax.

© Root River Photography

© Gary Alan Nelson© Layne Kennedy
© Gary McGuffin
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A Newspaper That Isn’t
Afraid To Tell It Like It Is

Tower 218.753.2950
www.timberjay.com

Week after week,
the Timberjay brings...
top-notch reporting,
hard-hitting editorials,
local features, sports,
and the area’s best
outdoors coverage
to thousands of readers
in northeastern
Minnesota. 

Over the past quarter
century, the Timberjay
has built a national
reputation for the
quality and tenacity
of its investigative
reporting.

Subscribe Today By Phone or Online!

“A journalistic honey badger”
State Rep. John Lesch



The 2020 holiday 
season figures to be 
vastly different from 
seasons past. The 

novel coronavirus COVID-19 
has transformed daily life in 
many ways. The public has 
become accustomed to wear-
ing masks while shopping, 
limiting the number of people 
in public venues, and keeping 
their distance from friends 
and loved ones. Many events 
have been reimagined as vir-
tual celebrations because of 
social distancing protocols. 
For those with large families 
or people with inherent risk 
factors that make them more 
susceptible to illness, shar-
ing the holidays over video 
conferencing apps may be the 
safest way to go in 2020.

Pick a bright, festive spot
Set up your tablet, smart-

phone or computer in a 
bright area with a festive 

backdrop. You’ll want others 
who join the virtual hangout 
to be able to see you clearly. 
A Christmas tree or a deco-
rated fireplace in the back-
ground can set the scene. 

Choose the right confer-
encing app

Certain programs may work 
better than others depending 
on your needs. For example, 
if everyone has the same 
operating system platform 
(iOS or Android), you may be 
able to use an app inherent 
to that system, which won’t 
require a separate download 
or login.  Apps also may be 
chosen depending on how 
many people can be invited 
in, as some set limits. Do 
your homework and be sure 
to conduct a test run prior to 
the holidays, especially for 
family members who aren’t as 
computer-savvy.

Keep props nearby
If the goal is to open gifts 

virtually, be sure to have 
everyone gathered and gifts 
nearby so no one is scram-
bling in and out of view. 

Position the camera at 
eye level

Try to set up the camera 
so you’re not looking up 
or down. Practice looking 
straight into the camera 
instead of at yourself in the 
minimized window or even 
others on the screen. This 
way you’ll appear engaged.

Use mute when not 
speaking

Muting yourself (and 
encouraging others to do 
the same) when you are 
not speaking will limit the 

amount of background noise. 
As the host, serve as the 
moderator and encourage 
everyone to speak one at a 
time. Choose a visual cue to 
signal when someone has the 
floor to speak, such as raising 
a hand or even showing a 
festive picture.

Share dinner ‘together’
Set up your camera source 

so it captures the holiday 
table. All parties gathering 
virtually can then sit down 
to the holiday meal as one 
and enjoy one of the season’s 
more endearing traditions.

Virtual celebrations may 
continue through the holiday 
season. Adapting with some 
video conferencing tips can 
ensure everyone enjoys the 
festivities.  
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How to host virtual holiday celebrations

BREAKFAST~LUNCH~DINNER
Full Bar featuring MN Spirits~Beers~Wine

Gift Cards Available
~Open year round~

145 E. Sheridan St. Ely, MN • 218-365-4855
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Pelican Lake Private Island
ORR, MN     Your own island & vintage lodge w/sunrise & sun-
set views! Excellent swimming and fishing. Comfortably 
sleeps 16. Just 6 mi to airport/9 to town. Well maintained 
lodge at waters edge w/modern amenities & 3 fireplaces. 
Vaulted great rm w/granite firepl. Main flr lakeside Mas-
ter. Remodeled yr-rnd bunkhouse w/screen porch. Huge 
wet boathouse. Walking path around shore. Large docks.
OFFERED AT          $695,000
DETAILS               3 BED/2 BATH     2,117 SF
               15.75 ACRES       3,330 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB        JANISCHREALTY.COM     MLS#139846

Dog Lovers Dream Job! Pup North!
EVELETH, MN     A dog lovers dream job! Pup North is for 
sale. A thriving boarding business and an updated coun-
try home on 20 acres. 12 miles to Virginia. Business has 
financeable books and a great reputation! Home includes 
two fireplaces, a large office, large master suite, a screen 
porch, and a workshop. 3 stall garage. Kennel features large 
reception area, fenced runs, 24 pens, and laundry facilities. 
OFFERED AT       $550,000
DETAILS   3 BED/2 BATH     2,936 SF HOME     
  20 ACRES             2,040 SF KENNEL
ON THE WEB  JANISCHREALTY.COM     MLS#140350  

Sunrises on Bear Island Lake 
BABBITT, MN     Updated & well maintained year round 
lake home on E.-facing shoreline, Bear Island Lake. Pri-
vate gradual 2 acres adjoining 100’s of acres of St. land 
& near public beach & launch, Beautiful island stud-
ded views, 15 mi paved rd to Ely! Cedar sided home w/
attached 2 car garage. Spacious kitchen, glass door to 
lakefront deck. Wlkout LL, open yard, storage bldg.
OFFERED AT          $424,500
DETAILS               3 BED/3 BATH      2,016 SF
               2.2 ACRES             350 FT SHORELINE          
ON THE WEB        JANISCHREALTY.COM     MLS#139527

Eshquaguma CC Perfection
GILBERT, MN     Immaculate yr-rnd home on beloved Lake 
Eshquaguma. Quiet location offers private golf course, 
tennis, dining, and lake living at Eshquaguma CC. Vaulted 
livingrm, fireplace, wall of windows lakeside, lakefront 
deck. Kitchen w/island open to living & dining. Lakeside 
main flr BR. Walkout LL w/3 season porch. New dock. 
Brick drive to htd att. garage + tuck under. Good internet.
OFFERED AT       $398,500
DETAILS   3 BED/2 BATH     2,751 SF
  0.44 ACRES          110 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB JANISCHREALTY.COM     MLS#140341
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Yr-Round Wakemup Village Living
COOK, MN     Lake Vermilion one level 3BR yr-rnd home 
w/3 stall htd garage in highly desired Wakemup Villag. 
Paved rd on SW-facing shoreline. Clear water, excellent 
Swimming, 5 mi to town. Livingrm w/gas firepl & picture 
window capturing sunsets. Lakeside kitchen w/bar island 
& doors to deck. Lakeside BR w/deck. Beautiful yard w/
gentle slope to water. Lakeside sauna/storage bldg. Dock.
OFFERED AT          $434,500
DETAILS               3 BED/1 BATH      1,230 SF
               0.6 ACRES            145 FT SHORELINE       
ON THE WEB        JANISCHREALTY.COM     MLS#140216

Isle Of Pines Beauty
TOWER, MN     Beautiful Lake Vermilion 3BR home on 
acres of white pines, located on Isle of Pines, the only 
island on the lake one can drive to. Unwind in front of the 
fireplace in the vaulted living room or kick back and re-
lax on the wrap around deck. Spacious granite kitchen w/
island open to living, dining & deck. New heated garage. 
Easement to lake w/room to park at top of stairs to dock.
OFFERED AT          $339,500
DETAILS                3 BED/1 BATH     1,309 SF
                2.8 ACRES            DEEDED ACCESS
ON THE WEB         JANISCHREALTY.COM     MLS#140507

Gold Island Retreat
TOWER, MN     Furnished island retreat w/shoreline & docks 
both sides of island, sand beach, private gradual lot, mes-
merizing views! Gold Island - Lake Vermilion. Short boat 
ride to mainland. 1/2 log sided retreat, 2BD Main Cabin + 
1 BD Guest Cabin + Sauna on beach at waters edge. Main 
cabin offers walls of windows showcasing views of both 
shorelines, stone fireplace, lakefront decks both sides.
OFFERED AT          $398,500
DETAILS                2 BED/1 BATH     1,055 SF
                4.5 ACRES           1,200 FT SHORELINE
ON THE WEB         JANISCHREALTY.COM     MLS#140508

Iron Ore Bar - Tower Landmark
TOWER, MN     No major upgrades required to reopen & lots 
of room to build your own condos. Solid updated building, 
prime location visible from the bridge in Tower w/those 
going to Ely & the BWCA passing by every day. Steps 
away from only downtown docking on Vermilion. Solid 
concrete bldg w/living quarters, hwy & river frontage. Up-
dated electrical, newer rubber roof. Incredible potential!
OFFERED AT          $124,000
DETAILS               BAR - APARTMENT - EXPANSION SPACE    
               1.34 ACRES     8,400 SF         
ON THE WEB        JANISCHREALTY.COM     MLS#140351



NEXT TIME COME HOME! ®

218-780-6644

TOWER, MN     Private peninsula retreat on Vermilion features 
2 classic cabins (1 log), historic lighthouse/gazebo, huge wet 
boathouse, sauna, large level building site, outdoor stone 

hearth. Nos-
talgic lighted 
paths. Float-
plane harbor.

OFFERED AT           $1,295,000
DETAILS         3 BD/2 BTH          1,044 SF
         6,743 ft shoreline   110 acres

See Virtual Tours & Every Agency’s Property Listings On Our Easy Map Search!

“The finest Realtor I’ve ever worked with in my life.” - Tim K.

Sold Oct.
Superior - $698,500

ELY, MINNESOTA     Well maintained and cash flowing resort at 
the convergence of White Iron and Farm Lake. Small and large 
group cabins, motel suites, RV sites, campsites, bar, dining area, 

k i tchen , 
m a r i n a , 
boat gas 
s a l e s .

OFFERED AT           $2,625,000
DETAILS       12 cabins & 42 campsites             
       3,040 ft shoreline   60 acres

MT. IRON, MN     Master Builder’s private riverside estate! 
Country views & abundant wildlife! Kitchen w/Aga stove & 
2 islands. Main flr Master. Wine cellar. Broadband. Att. gar, 

w/office, 
+ 2 huge 
h e a t e d 
garages.

OFFERED AT           $889,500
DETAILS            3 BD/3 BTH            5,240 SF
            3,858 ft riverfront     31.9 acres

TOWER, MN     Imagine living the island life on Lake Vermil-
ion! Nights by the firepit, days on the water, work from home 
as needed. Boat to dining, golf, or to town for shopping. Short 

ride to mainland 
lot w/a huge ga-
rage and room 
for guest cabin.

OFFERED AT           $598,500
DETAILS            3 BD/3 BTH           1,748 SF
            200 ft shoreline    1 acre

Sold Oct.PendingSold Oct. 
Vermilion - $850,000White Iron - $549,500Burntside - $884,500


