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COUNTY SCHOOLS

ISD 2142 moves ahead in construction dispute

School district seeks attorney as building issues mount

least two of three con- A May 2019 inspection showed the front entry

by DAVID COLBURN .
tractors embroiled in a sidewalk at North Woods School had settled

Cook/Orr Editor

long-standing, far-rang-

REGIONAL- Nearly jng dispute with ISD

two years ago, the mere 2142 officials over con-
threat of seeking legal  gtryction problems at the
counsel was enough to  North Woods and South
catch the attention of at Rjdge schools. But initial

contacts went nowhere,
and issues from cracked
sidewalks and pipes to
sinkingathleticsfieldsand ~ See...2142 pg. 11

and cracked. file photoTimberjay file photo

sagging floors continue
to plague the schools and

at gas

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- A snowmobile
caught fire while fueling up
at Vermilion Fuel and Food,
in Tower, last Thursday
morning, sending a plume
of thick black smoke soaring
over Main Street. Loud pops,
crackles, and booms could be
heard blocks away.

“I heard a small pop,”
said cashier Colette Sistad,
who was outside observing the
flames from a safe distance.
“I didn’t think anything of it.
But then a guy came running
in telling me to call 911.”

A snowmobile group
from southeastern Minnesota
had left Fortune Bay only
a few minutes earlier and
stopped in Tower to fill up
their machines.

“I'heard a poof and then |
was on fire,” said a very lucky
snowmobile rider named
Larry who didn’t wish his
last name to be used. Within
seconds, the snowmobile and

See...FIRE pg. 11

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Following a nearly
one-month closure, the Ely Drop
and Shop secondhand retail shop
is taking steps to have their
business license reinstated and
could soon reopen.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE IN TOWER

Snowmobhile
catches fire

Cause of fire still unknown

A snowmobile went up
in flames at the Tower
Fuel and Food store last
Thursday and was extin-
guished by the Tower
Fire Department. The
Breitung and Greenwood
fire departments also
assisted. J. Summit photos

204 E. Sheridan St. was shut
down Feb. 11 by the Ely City
Council, which pulled the oper-
ation’s business license. The
closure was triggered by crim-
inal charges against one of the

BUSINESS LICENSING

Ely Drop and Shop secondhand store nears reopening

selling methamphetamines on

the premises.

Council members voted 6-0
Tuesday night to conditionally
reinstate the business license.
One council member was absent

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Township,
city officials
weigh future
of Breitung
Police Dept.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

BREITUNG TWP— With the
Breitung Police Department down
to a handful of part-time officers,
township and city of Tower officials
met Wednesday afternoon to discuss
the future of law enforcement in the
two communities.

Atissue was whether to rebuild
the department in the wake of
the recent resignations of Police
Chief Dan Nylund and Lt. Jason
Sanderson, or to disband it and rely
on the St. Louis County Sheriff’s
Office for local law enforcement
response.

Breitung is one of only two
townships in St. Louis County that
continues to operate its own police
department. Balancing the cost to
taxpayers against the expectation to
maintain an effective law enforce-
ment agency, has been a challenge
that has pushed many small town-
ships to turn to coverage through the
county sheriff. And based on com-
ments on Wednesday, it appears that
Breitung supervisors are concerned,
as well, about the potential legal
liability the department places on
the township’s taxpayers. After con-
siderable discussion on Wednesday,

See..POLICE pg. 9

City council agrees to reinstate business license on a conditional basis

The resolution stipulates Rosario Thole and Tina Foster.

that all current owners must
sign the license, and they are
all subject to an acceptable
background check. The current
owners of the business are

According to Ely City
Attorney Kelly Klun, other
conditions for the business rein-
statement include:

The downtown business at  business’s owners for allegedly  from the meeting. Kristen Krings, Casey Moravitz, See...ELY pg. 10

Snowflakes falling, shovels throwing...
It’s a great time for a new book, to browse our
Fall/Winter Fashions or to get out and have some fun! editor@timberjay.com
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Greenwood residents line up to vote at a past
Township Day election. file photo

Townships to hold annual
meetings on Township
Day, Tuesday, March 9

Annual meetings give residents
direct control over local tax levy

REGIONAL - Minnesota’s 1,781 townships
will hold their annual meetings on Tuesday, March
9. Known as Township Day, these annual meet-
ings are held every year on the second Tuesday in
March. Residents of the townships will meet to
voice their opinions about local issues and also to
vote on their annual tax levy. Citizens also often
discuss and vote on other local issues.

In addition, many townships will hold officer
elections on Township Day.

“Township Day 2021 will still ensure a direct
voice to residents of townships, with COVID pre-
cautions in place,” said Minnesota Association of
Townships General Counsel Steve Fenske. “Some
townships will meet physically with masks and
distancing, while other townships are embracing
conference calls or virtual meetings. Some town-
ships will officially start their meetings but then
‘pause’ business so that full participation can occur
in fairer summer weather at outdoor meetings.”

Some area townships, including Greenwood
and Eagles Nest, are planning to open their meet-
ings but then continue them to a later month, when
it will be easier to host a large gathering. Other
townships are hosting their regular meetings with
pandemic safety measures in place and do plan to
vote on their levies.

“If you live in a township, please participate
in your township’s annual meeting on Tuesday,
March 9,” continued Fenske. “You can find the
location and time by checking the published notice
in the local newspaper or by contacting the town-
ship clerk.”

Townships were the original form of local
government in Minnesota, established in the 1800s
when Congress ordered a survey that divided the
Minnesota territory into 36 square mile tracts of
land. Today, the term “township” generally refers
to public corporations governed by a local board
of supervisors and created to provide services to
residents.

“On behalf of the Minnesota Association of
Townships, I encourage every township resident to
participate in their annual meeting,” said President
Gary Burdorf.

County to hold online auction of
waterfront properties from former

shoreland lease program

REGIONAL- St. Louis County is holding
an online auction for properties from its former
shoreland lease program. The auction is open now
on publicsurplus.com with bidding open until
Thursday, March 11 at 11 a.m. It features 11 prop-
erties located on Elbow Lake, Bear Island Lake
and Bear Island River. A catalog highlighting the
properties can be found at stlouiscountymn.gov/
shorelandsales.

Properties from the former shoreland lease
program are unique from other tax-forfeited
properties that the county auctions because they
involve two prices. The first is the price of the
land, which is the starting bid and can be bid up.
Additionally, there is a fixed price for the cabins
and other improvements owned by the former
leaseholder. As a condition of the sale, the winning
bidder must agree to pay the improvements price
to the former leaseholder.

The St. Louis County Board discontinued the
shoreland lease program in 2012. Leaseholders
at the time were given the option to purchase the
land they’d been leasing at market value, to relin-
quish the lease to the county for sale or to contin-
ue leasing for the lifetime of the leaseholder. St.
Louis County had been offering the relinquished
properties for sale through its regular auctions
of tax-forfeited properties, but is now holding an
auction specifically for these former shoreland
lease program properties.

Within St. Louis County there are nearly
900,000 acres of tax-forfeited land, which the
Land and Minerals Department is responsible
for managing. Most of the land is maintained for
resource management, however, the county is
working to sell parcels that are not planned for
management as a way to encourage development
and increase the property tax base.

For more information about former shoreland
lease lot sales or to subscribe to receive email noti-
fications about updates and future sales, visit stlou-
iscountymn.gov/shorelandsales or call the Land
and Minerals Department at 218-726-2606.

LOCAL FOOD SHELFS

March is FoodShare Month

REGIONAL- Area residents have
the chance to make a lasting impact in
their community by making a contribu-
tion this month to their local food shelf.
This year’s annual March FoodShare
Campaign runs through April 11. The
annual statewide campaign is an oppor-
tunity to raise food and dollars for the
local food shelf which then receives a
proportional match from the Minnesota
Food Fund.

Food shelves in Tower, Ely, and
Cook serve an estimated 1,000 people
in the area.

“This is a great way to increase
a donation and make a difference to
alleviate food insecurity in the area,”
said Ely Food Shelf Director Nancy
Schwartz.

“Individuals, organizations, busi-
nesses, schools and corporations are
encouraged to participate in the March
campaign with a donation to their local
food shelf,” she said. “Also consider
having fun through challenges and com-
petitions to raise more. The Ely Area
Food Shelf, along with our other local
food shelves, is grateful for everyone’s
support.”

This year over 280 partners are part
of the March campaign.

“In the early years,” said Tower
Area Food Shelf Director Marge
McPeak, “food shelves were able to
receive nearly double the amount of
dollars donated in their communities.”
Now, she said, with so many participat-
ing, each food shelf receives propor-
tional matching funds, depending on the
amount of dollars and pounds of food
donated during the campaign period.

“Demand at our food shelf is up,”
said McPeak, “and we are expecting it
to increase further.”

McPeak said that donations
received in March are an important part
of food shelf fundraising. Typically,
food shelves receive more generous
donations around Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays, only to find their
supplies dwindling later in the winter.

The Cook Food Shelf is reporting
slightly lower usage than past years,
starting last summer, butdonations have
been keeping pace with previous years.

“There was a bit of a rebound in
February when we reached 70 fami-
lies,” said Cook Food Shelf Director
Cleo Cotrell, who said this is still
below the 90-100 common in past
winter months.

“I just hope those who need it are
coming forward,” Cottrell said.

]

“Donations, however,” she said,
“have remained strong.”

“There are very generous people,
and it’s not limited to locals. We get
donations from bigger cities and from
out of state. We’re OK financially,”
Cottrell said.

Orr does not have an “official”
food shelf, but there is a Giving
Cupboard at the Orr Center which
was originally started as a collabora-
tive effort among local churches and
community groups butis now operated
jointly by the Orr Center and the Orr
Lions Community Foundation.

The Giving Cupboard is a self-ser-
vice food shelf in the lobby of the Orr
Center and available Wednesdays,
Fridays, and Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. when the center is open.

“People can come and help them-
selves,” Orr Center Director Wendy
Purdy said. Orr Center staff are also
available to receive donations during
those hours.

Purdy said she’s also seen lower
than normal usage of the Giving
Cupboard. She said that could be due
to the availability of alternatives such
as Ruby’s Pantry in Cook and pop-up
distributions by AEOA. Some people
are also likely reluctant to leave home
due to COVID-19, she said.

“We just try to keep the shelves
filled and not buy too farin advance, so
our stuff doesn’t get old,” Purdy said.

Cash donations are the most
efficient way to donate to local food
shelves, which then can purchase food
items from the food bank in Duluth,
stretching dollars much farther than
individuals can by purchasing food at
agrocery story. Inaddition, this allows
food shelves to buy items in bulk that
are easier to store and shelve, as well
as making sure they have the items
in stock that their clients are most
likely to use.

How to donate

Support your area

& *.v food shelf during this

v ¢ ELY March Campaign:

v y % AREA > In Ely, the food

T 00D shelf is open the third

N 20 Wednesday each month
SHELF from 11 am. - 5 p.m.

Questions, please call
218-235-8527.Thefood
shelf is located at 15 W
Conan St. Donations
canbe mailed to PO Box
786, Ely, MN 55731.
The food shelf is also
doing deliveries, please
call for information.

» In Tower, the
food shelf is open the
third Tuesday each
month from 2:30 p.m.
to 5 p.m. and can be
reached at 218-753-
3503. The food shelf is
located in the basement
(use back door entrance)
of the Timberjay, 414
Main St. Donations
can be mailed to PO
Box 355, Tower, MN
55790 or dropped off
at the Timberjay office
in Tower.

»In Cook, the food
shelf is open the third
Wednesday of the month
from9a.m.—1p.m.and
can be reached at 218-
666-2715. The food
shelf is located behind
St. Mary’s Church, 124
5th Street SE. Donations
can be mailed to PO
Box 633, Cook, MN
55723. Community
drop boxes for food
items are located at
Zup’s Market, State
Farm Insurance, and
most Cook churches,
according to director
Cleo Cottrell.

» In Orr, financial
donations can be sent to
the Orr Center, PO Box
322, Orr, MN 55771.
Donors should clearly
indicate that the dona-
tion is for the Giving
Cupboard.

Minnesota Hunger Facts

*Impacted by COVID-19,data
from 2020 is still being evaluat-
ed. The following information is
compiled from the most complete
data and projections collected and
available at the time of publication.
More info is available at www.
mnfoodshare.org/resources

After years of steadily declin-
ing food insecurity rates, it was
projected that food insecurity in
Minnesota in 2020, impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic, could
rise to 13 percent.

» Nine percentof Minnesotans
had incomes below the poverty line
in2020.This included 11 percent of
Minnesota’s children.

» Arecord of over 3.8 million
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visits were made to food shelves
during 2020.

» More than 400,000
Minnesotans receive nutrition
benefits via SNAP each month. 71
percent of those served by SNAP
are children, seniors and people
with disabilities.

»Minnesota’s charitable food
system (food shelves and food
banks, meal programs, etc.) con-
tinues to run at capacity. The
COVID-19 pandemic has exac-
erbated this, making it critical to
focus on creating a more just and
equitable food system that meets
the needs of all Minnesotans. Food
security is “access by all people
at all times to enough food for an
active, healthy life.”

BE A HERO!

Beginning Monday, March 1
thru Sunday, April 11, 2021

»Food insecurity means access
to adequate food is inconsistent and
limited by alack of money and other
resources throughout the year.

» Equitable access to food
means all individuals have “a voice
in and access to a nourishing food
system,” regardless of race, socio-
economic class, location, gender,
and other social identities.

>»“Food justice is the concept
that communities have the right to
grow, sell, and eat healthy, afford-
able, culturally appropriate food
whose production supports the
well-being of the land, workers, and
animals.” Food justice is based on
the idea that “access to nourishing
food is a basic human right.

Be a HERO and make a difference in the fight against
hunger in the Ely area, March 1 through April 11. The Ely Area Food
Shelf has set their local fundraising goal at $75,000. The food shelf will receive
a proportional match from the MN Food Fund for all monies and food raised
by April 11. Here are some ways you can help during the annual
Minnesota FoodShare Campaign to support the Ely Area Food Shelf:

¢ Tell your friends near and far to donate to the Ely Food Shelf in March.

* Plan a drive at your school, business or organization. Ideas like non-perishable food collection,
a can-struction art challenge, a competitive coin drive, department or business challenge,
bar challenge, deals, discounts, or round up purchasing can motivate and make for a fun,
friendly competition and raise morale.

* Have our Food Shelf Director speak to your group about food insecurity.

* Host a social media challenge or donate individually to the Ely Area Food Shelf.

Donate at: Ely Area Food Shelf

_ www.elyareafoodshelf.org or POBox 786, Ely, MN 55731
“Together we can make a difference in alleviating hunger in the Ely area!”
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by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY —-Memorial High
School students here cel-
ebrated Winter Frolic last
week, marking the first
time in about a year that
they were all together
again in the same building.

A “winter homecom-
ing” celebration was held
last week as 6-12 students
cautiously continue to
re-occupy the building and
return to some semblance
of educational normalcy.

Students in the ISD
696 school district, like
so many other districts
around the state and
country, have endured
a litany of school shut-
downs, distance learning
protocols, cancellations
of sporting events, plays,
prom, and graduation, as
the community has battled
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The district also
marked the seventh week
in a row with no positive
casesreported in the school
community.

Students have been
back in school for about
a month. Elementary stu-
dents are also in school,
and are keptexclusively in
the Washington building.

Megan Anderson,
6-12 principal, said she
is “heartened to hear the
kiddos in the hallways,
locker doors slamming,
and basketballs bounc-
ing in the gym.” She
gave the Memorial High
School student council
the go-ahead to plan a

celebration.

Because of safe learn-
ing protocols, only the top
four grades were allowed at
the peprally last Thursday,
and they were spaced out
with mandatory mask
wearing. The pep band
was silenced, Anderson
said, and there is no school
dance this year.

Winter Frolic royalty
Elsie Vollom, Julia
Schwinghamer, Hailey
Schaller and Brynn
Vollom, along with, Jake
Anderson, Jackson Flom,
Riley Bishop and A.J.
Walker, presided over the
pep rally. Schwinghamer
and Bishop were selected
as the King and Queen.

Traditional feats of
skill and strengthwere
limited — no tug-of-war or
three-legged relay races at
this event. Big-ball soccer
was allowed as students
remained in their social-
ly-distant cohorts.

The Ely Safe Learning
Advisory Council
(ESLAC) continues to
meet weekly to discuss
and recommend actions
pertaining to ongoing
coronavirus issues and the
schools.

At the Feb. 25
ESLAC meeting, ISD
696 Superintendent Eric
Erieinformed the advisory
council that the bi-weekly
positive COVID-19 case
rate for Northern St. Louis
County doubled from 4.3
positive cases per 10,000
people to 9.9.

“We are still under
the ‘ten’ threshold (bench-

ELY SCHOOLS

Ely students celebrate together again

High schoolers hold a winter frolic after year of 1solat1on

mark to have in-person
learning), and still lower
than any other place in the
county,” he said.

Central St. Louis
County reported a case
rate of 17.8. Duluth area
reported a case rate of
13.2. All St. Louis County
Schools reported a case
rate of 14.4.

“All those areas went
down and we were the only
school to go up,” he said.

Total COVID-19
deaths in St. Louis County
stood at 262 last week,
unchanged from the pre-
vious week. According to
Erie, Lake County reported
two deaths last week and
an increase in hospitaliza-
tions due to COVID-19.

The Ely ZIP code
positive caserate increased
from 1.61 to 3.22. The
Ely school district active
positive case count was
reported at zero for the
seventh consecutive week.
The school’s cumulative
case count stands at 14.

Coronavirus rapid
saliva-testing procedures
continue on the school
campus, with the next
test date scheduled for
Wednesday, March 10.

“The state encourages
families to have their stu-
dents tested, but we don’t
have that mission here
right now,” Erie said.

Vaccinations for
school staff continue.

“As many as 30
employees were vacci-
nated last Wednesday,”
according to Erie, “and
as many as 86 percent

The 2021 Ely Memorial
School Winter Frolic
King and Queen are
Riley Bishop and

Julia Schwinghamer.
submitted photo

ofschool staff have been
vaccinated” to date.

Anne Oelke, K-5 prin-
cipal, reported that all
school employees who
want vaccinations will
have received their first
dose this week.

“We are just working
on getting a couple more
coaches taken care of,”
she said.

In-personlearning for
both school buildings will
continue for the foresee-
able future.

“We continue to
enforce all the safety and
mitigation protocols in
the Washington building,”
Oelke said.

Anderson added that
the Memorial building
“is in the same boat”
with the continuation of
mask-wearing and social
distancing rules.

Winter sports and
activities will soon give
way to spring sports, and
students are thinking about
prom and graduation cel-
ebrations to close out the
school year.

to what you may have heard,

WE FULLY SUPPORT

the Greenwood Fire Department

VOTE NO on Option B.

Do not give up your rights.

Vote Joanne Bassing

Barb Lofquist
& Sue Drobac

Paid for by candidates on their own behalf

Contrary.....

and First Responders.

Township Clerk

Township Supervisors

Vote March 9
Polls Open:
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

REAL ESTATE

Edina Real.g

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

VERMILION

LAMNID COFFI1C E

/ Real Estate Appmraisals

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com ¢ info@vermilionland.com

Tower: 218-753-8985
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Sales are great!
WE NEED NEW LISTINGS!
Thinking of selling?

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com
www.bicrealty.com

COOK 3,404 sq. ft. office/BA/locker area
wi/conference room and approx. 14,898 sq ft
of shop area and 7,200 sq ft warehouse.
MLS #140823 GREAT BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY! $330,000

LAKE VERMILION Wooded 2 acre lot
located minutes from Frazer Bay/Lake
Vermilion public access. Property includes
driveway, approval for septic sites, Certif-
icate of Survey, and electric at road. Con-
venient location between Cook and Tower.
Would be a great place to build cabin/nome
to be near the lake or a storage building for
all your “toys”. MLS #140838

NEW LISTING! $39,000

LAKE VERMILION Large homesite w/209 ft
lakeshore and 3.2 acres. Access via a private
easement road. Build ‘your’ dream home
on one of MNs most desirable lakes! MLS
#132690 PRICE REDUCED! $154,000

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!
We are looking for listings! Properties are
selling fast. If you've thought about selling

now Is the time! We are here to help you
make the right decisions and guide you
through every step of the process! Free
market analysis available. No obligation.
Contact us today and let us help you with
your property needs!
~ B.1.C. Realty

Contact us for a free property evaluation.

Lake Country

A
= RE/MAX
\ 4

" 218-757-3233
www. ThelLakeCountry.com

Long Lake-$389,900 Seasonal custom-
built, log sided cabin on 14.43 acres and
1,200+ ft of shoreline. Has gated driveway,
generator electric, rainwater cistern, incino-
let toilet and septic, bunk house, 2-storage
sheds and alum dock. MLS#140622

Pelican Lake-$94,900 50 acres on
Pelican Lake with 400+ ft of shoreline.
MLS#126770

Orr-$83,000 Motivated seller! 80 acres
with a cabin, 3,500 watt generator,

3 enclosed deer stands and ladder
stands and trails throughout the property.
MLS#137808

Lake Vermilion-$125,000 Pine Island
1.5 +/- acre lot with 205+/- Lake Vermilion
lakeshore. MLS#137634

Crane Lake-$49,900 8.4 acres of
wooded land on paved Crane Lake Road.
MLS#140858

# HOBODY IN THE

WORLD
SELLS MORE
BEAL ESTATE THAM

RE/MAX
B 2

“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

JANISCH
— REALTY —

pren For Yu 'foo!
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The ongoing lack of
access to many records in
Greenwood Township is a
case study in why it’s a bad
idea to exempt any branch of
government from the require-
ments of a law, particularly
one that’s designed to ensure
openness and transparency.
The town board’s current
open defiance of requests
for public records by its
own citizens as well as this
newspaper, should prompt
lawmakers in St. Paul to
revisit the exemption in the
Minnesota Government Data
Practices Act (MGDPA) that
applies to the state’s town-
ships.

No one in the Minnesota
Legislature would likely deny
that the public should have
access to most government
records. That’s basic to a
democratic form of govern-
ment and it’s a central tenet
of the MGDPA. Yet it is a
basic right that continues to
be denied, at least in statute,
to the hundreds of thousands
of Minnesotans whoreside in
the nearly 1,800 rural town-
ships within the state. Why
shouldn’t open government
be available to the mostly
rural residents in Minnesota
who populate those 1,800
townships?

Werecognize the concern
that prompted members of the
Legislature to exempt town-
ships from the MGDPA. And
it certainly wasn’t because
they believed that townships
should have the right to keep
their workings a secret.

When the MGDPA was
first written, back in 1974,
townships and their represen-
tatives argued that the law was
too cumbersome for many
townships to manage. At the
time, many small townships
could rightfully claim that
responding to a voluminous
records request could be a
challenge. Many clerks oper-
ated out of their homes, and
few likely had ready access to
copy machines (which were
very expensive back then).

These days, however,
the vast majority of township
clerks maintain most of their
current records on computer,
or certainly are capable of
doing so. Which means they
should no longer need to pull
paper documents from a file,
cart them to town to make
copies, and bring them back
again so someone can stop by
their house and pick them up.
Today, most townshiprecords
are being produced electroni-
cally in the first place, which
makes them easy to provide
toanyone whorequests them.
And if someone requests

Government transparency

Greenwood Township shows why the
Legislature should revisit township exemption

documents that aren’t in
electronic format, they can
be easily scanned or photo-
graphed by a smart phone
and emailed. All of this can
now be handled remotely,
meaning the local township
curmudgeon doesn’t need
to stop by the clerk’s house
to pick up his or her records.

In the case of recent
records requests to
Greenwood, both from this
newspaper and township res-
idents, none could reasonably
be described as overly bur-
densome. This newspaper’s
two most recent requests
involved one item, which
could have, and should have,
been provided promptly and
without conditions. Instead,
the township provided bupkis.

And if Greendwood
Township were truly worried
that providing access to
public records would be
burdensome, they certainly
would not have created their
Byzantine seven-step process
for accessing records, a
process which leaves the final
decision in the hands of the
town board chair, who may or
may not have any knowledge
orinterestin the value of gov-
ernment transparency. The
only burden in that process is
to residents of the township.

The town board, amaz-
ingly, even passed an ordi-
nance that automatically
denied one of the township’s
own emergency responders
from accessing anything
beyond the packet provided
to the town board, a require-
ment of the Open Meeting
Law. It’s a good thing the
Open Meeting Law applies
to townships or Greenwood
residents wouldn’thave aclue
what their township is doing.

While most townships
make reasonable efforts
to comply with their resi-
dents’ requests for records,
some township officials seem
oblivious to the importance of
transparency, and why itactu-
ally helps to increase faith in
local officials, rather the other
way around. After all, when a
governing body keepsrecords
and information under wraps,
it’s hardly surprising that it
erodes trust. Peoplerightfully
wonder what the township
has to hide.

Why are residents of
townships the only ones
in Minnesota who have to
wonder? There’s no longer
any reason that residents of
rural townships should be
second-class citizens when
it comes to public access
to records. It’s time to shed
some sunlight on township
governance.
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
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Was someone
trying to deceive
Greenwood voters?

Campaign literature titled
“Why Option B” was included
in amailing from Debby Spicer
to Greenwood Township resi-
dents. It included a letter from
an attorney with the Minnesota
Association of Townships
(MAT) to Greenwood Township
explaining Option B. Option
B allows townships to appoint
a clerk rather than having it be
an elected position. Following
the attorney signature block
another statement in bold says,
“Please vote Yes for Option
B.” It is clear that the sender
of the mailing tried to imply
that the MAT attorney endorsed
Option B.

Finding this unusual, I
emailed the attorney askingifhe
wrote the letter. He explained
that he wrote the body of the
letter but not the words “please
vote Yes for Option B.”

I find this stunning. Was
someonereally trying to deceive
voters?

Sharon Legg

Greenwood Twp. and

Coon Rapids

The enigma of
Trumpism

Who can explain to me
the phenomenon of Donald
Trump, and the cowardice of the
political party that has chosen
to embrace him, come hell or
high water, to the detriment of
the party and the country. Not
for the first time I'm struck by
the bizarre nature of Trump’s
four years in power: the unprec-
edented combination of hubris,
corruption, and mind-boggling
incompetence.

With all the problems we
face as a nation— with all
the issues we are struggling
to address— I can understand
why so many people have
been angry, feeling left behind

by the American dream. In
desperate times, it’s not hard
to see how a glib, smooth,
ambitious huckster could appeal
to so many people. But Donald
Trump??? There’s nothing
¢glib or smooth about him. His
entire adult life has been about
privilege, excess, corruption,
and delusions of grandeur. The
real Donald Trump has always
been visible, for all to see: an
ignorant self-promoting bully,
a textbook narcissist with
a third-grade vocabulary, a
vicious, vile, vindictive fraud,
a man described by ultra-con-
servative writer George Will
as ‘all blemish’. And yet this
terribly flawed man somehow
managed to convince almost
half the American electorate to
vote for him— twice! How was
that even possible? I’'m obvi-
ously missing something here,
something I guess I'll never
understand. The craziness of
the last four years, compounded
by the absolute insanity of the
past three months, strikes me
as something straight out of the
“Twilight Zone’.

Rod Serling mustbe rolling
over in his grave.

Lynn Scott

Soudan

Please vote in
the Greenwood
election

Greenwood residents,
please vote at the election and
also at the annual meeting for
the budget. Also, at the annual
meeting, one can voice their
concerns. These are the only
way to change or keep the same
way the supervisors conduct
their business.

The supervisors have taken
comments and letters of concern
and put them toward the end of
the meeting. After they have
made their decisions on the
agenda items. The clerk does
notread the letters. L have asked
each board member to state why
they have voted for or against
the agenda items. These were

not initiated. St. Louis County
has a time set up at the begin-
ning of the meeting, five-minute
limit, for citizens to voice their
concerns.

The budget for the last two
years has been incomplete. Only
in the last couple of months
did I read that they gave the
supervisors a raise. What else
have they spent our money on?
How many other items have
they decreased or increased?
We have no say, I believe, in
this part of the budget. But we
should have the right to know.

The town board also selects
the newspaper. Tower News
was the official newspaper, but
lately there has been no cover-
age of the monthly meetings.
The Timberjay has the widest
distribution of the two, and
covers our meetings so we can
be informed. The town board
also canceled their subscription
tothe Timberjay. Whatdoes this
tell you?

We received the “Why
Option B” letter, quoting from
township attorney Fenske,
which referred to the ballot
question on whether to hire a
clerk and treasurer, instead of
electing for those positions. At
the end of the letteris a sentence,
please vote yes for Option B. Mr.
Fenske did not write this, I called
him. Who did? Who highlighted
the letter in yellow? The letter
was not signed. MAT does not
take sides and it therefore just
provides information. Do you
want this board to hire a clerk?
What are the qualifications for
the treasurer and clerk?

I urge you to vote for
JoAnne Bassing, town clerk;
Barb Lofquist, supervisor; and
Sue Drobac, supervisor.

Marcie Moe

Greenwood Twp.

Where the
North Country
Sounds Off!

Riding the bench Is part of the game

Ifyou're a

ball team. It’s absolutely

University of
Kansas alum,
as I am, there
are two givens
about Jayhawk
sports.

First, you
will spend
most of your
adultlife doing
whatever you
can to excuse
or distance

DAVID
COLBURN

untrue that the TV show
“The Biggest Loser” was
named after the Jayhawks’
football team, but it’s
easy to see how folks
could jump to that con-
clusion, particularly after
this year’s dismal 0-9
record. It’s little wonder
that the most popular
football cheer at KU has
long been “Wait until
basketball season!” From

yourself from
the university’s hapless foot-

football’s first kickoff,

most Jayhawks already have the

first basketball practice circled
on their calendars.

Ah, basketball. Don’t getus
Jayhawks started, or we’ll talk
your ears off about Kansas men’s
basketball. Second-winningest
program of all-time, trailing only
Kentucky, and I’ll be quick to be
sure you know how we beat the
Wildcats 150-95 in 1989, and
that their current head coach
got his start as an assistant at
Kansas. Third on the listis North
Carolina, and the vast majority of
their wins came under a coach,
Dean Smith, who played college

hoops at, yes, the University of
Kansas.

And while he’s the only
Kansas hoops coachevertohave
alosing record, Jayhawks never
tire of crowing that our very first
coach was none other than the
inventor of the game himself,
Dr. James Naismith.

The art of creating a winning
team has changed dramatically
since Naismith nailed up two
peach baskets for the inaugural
hoops game, butregardless of all
the changes across the decades,
one thing about the sport has

remained constant. It’s always
been about finding the right mix
of players, the complementary
pieces that make up a winning
combination. Some players are
ready to be starters the day they
set foot on campus. Others are
works in progress, recruited with
the knowledge that it might be
two or three seasons before they
become a starter, perhaps even
a star. Some of those pan out,
othersdon’t. It’snever only about
theirindividual talent, it’s always

see BENCH...pg. 5
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We can't let hate
cloud our minds

Hate rages every-
where today. Hate for
Democrats motivated a
mob of thousands. Hate in
our homes destroys all in
them. Hate in our politics
knocks down all of our
strategies that make life
work. Forlove to confront
hate, love is destroyed
because it is not violent.
Hate destroys everything.
And it is raging in our
lives today. People give
hate its power and let it
rule all of life. Because
we hate conflict, we do not
share ourselves. We donot
have peace in our com-
munity but a “hate-ruled
culture” that appears, on
the surface, to be peaceful.
We can do business and
maintain our status and
have comfortin ourhomes

Nelson Mandela,
imprisoned by a people
who hated black people
and who oppressed him
to hold him in check, was
asked, “How did you keep
your hatred of the regime
in check?” His response
was more than a public
relations gimmick. Itcame
fromthe heart of his beliefs
that moved him to lead
one of the most powerful
national changes in our
lifetimes.

“Hating clouds the
mind. It gets in the way
of strategy. Leaders cannot
afford to hate,” Mandela
replied.

His words speak to our
community’s state of mind.
If Mandela could control
his hate and open his heart
to relate in a strategic way
to make friends with those
who opposed him, why not

BENCH...Continued from page 4

about the mix.

And with that, we
jump from the basketball
hardwoods to a different
sort of hardwood, aspen,
and the world of manufac-
tured wood products.

I’ll readily admit that
I don’t know what the
mix of wood is that goes
into structural oriented
strand board, although
aspen figures in there
somewhere, but I do know
that Cook has its own
Naismith-like connection
to the product — the mill
in Cook, then owned by
Potlatch, was one of the
first three in the country
to ever produce OSB, a
product that’s become as
ubiquitous to the housing
construction industry
as synthetic composite
leather is for making bas-
ketballs today.

Localsknow far better
than this Kansas transplant
the history of the Cook
facility from its days as a
star player in the industry
to one sadly relegated to
the bench when Ainsworth
shut down the facility
in 2008. It had to be a
devastating demotion to
swallow.

Buteight years later, it
looked like Cook might get
back into the game when
the mill was purchased
by Louisiana-Pacific, a
name that sounds like
one of those dark horse
mid-major schools geared
to make a deep run in
March Madness.

It’s a big team at LP
Solutions, as the company
is known. They currently
have eight mills for siding,
12 for OSB, and five for
other engineered wood
products, scattered across
North and South America.
Every player has to con-
tribute, and the right mix
iscritical to the company’s
success.

us? Ifhe could change the
minds of South Africa’s
black people, we can do
the same. We cannot afford
to hate those who oppose
us. It gets in the way
of making peace. What
we need is rest from our
conflicts. How do we get
there? We have conversa-
tions with our opponents,
our enemies, with those
publicly different from
ourselves. We ask them
to meet in a neutral place
and have a conversation
about the issues before
our community. If they
consent, there is a victory
won because hating has
been reduced. If they
don’t, we do not hate
them, because hate gets
in the way of strategy.
And strategy without hate
builds the quality of life
for everyone. Remember
Mandela’s words: “Hating
clouds the mind.”
Art Dale
Soudan

Greenwood board
should back
worker safety

The Occupational
Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA)
and Mine Safety and
Health Administration
(MSHA) are federal agen-
cies that establish and
enforce necessary health
and safety standards, some
literally written in blood.
These safety standards
apply to all employers
nationwide and make it
possible for us to leave
our job the same way we
got there, intact, upright
and under our own power.

OSHAand MSHA use

Letters from Readers

job-site training, inspec-
tions and investigations
to improve working stan-
dards. Every employee has
alegally protected right to
report violations of these
standards, thus improving
workplace safety. MSHA/
OSHA will investigate
a confidential complaint
and then work with the
employer to remedy the
violation.

Although the town-
ship has been involved
in actual litigation, “a
process to have a court of
law settle an argument,”
spending thousands due to
many planning and zoning
issues, there has NEVER
been litigation involving
OSHA. There have been
investigations conducted
by OSHA that found the
township in violation of
many safety requirements,
which the board has kept
quiet.

Those OSHA find-
ings improved workplace
safety for the fire depart-
ment employees. Ask
yourself why a construc-
tion company manager
who is the chair of the
Greenwood board, con-
tinues to insist that the
township needs toraise the
levy to fight the frivolous
lawsuits it’s facing due to
litigation thatdoesn’texist.

Why is the assistant
fire chief, who happens to
be amining company boss,
echoing the chair? They
both know exactly how
OSHA/MSHA operate,
and compliance is part and
parcel of their everyday
jobs. Yet they wave the
false flags of litigation.
There are no OSHA law-
suits past or present—
NONE— only pending
OSHA investigations. It

is true that the township,
as employer, is having to
work with OSHA but the
cost of doing so is primari-
ly covered by the township
insurance policy. Why is
the township management
not embracing improve-
ments toemployee safety?
Is it that they can make
more political hay waving
the false flag of litigation
rather than celebrating
that they have found areas
that improved employee
safety?

They have already
found that OSHA does
not tolerate retaliation of
whistle blowers but they
seem to just roll the dice
over and over again. You
may have noticed how it’s
become common practice
to belittle, harass or push
out anyone that questions
the actions of the board.
Isn’t the current board, in
fact, the problem?

The residents of
Greenwood are in need
of major changes in the
makeup of the board and
actions like this illustrate
another reason to vote out
the incumbents.

Please vote NO on
option B, more consolida-
tion of Greenwood board
power is the last thing we
need.

Rick Stoehr

Greenwood Twp.

Setting the
record straieht in
Greenwoo

In last week’s
Timberjay, Mike Indihar
trotted out a host of mis-
truths and lies that are delu-
sional and are deliberately

designed to have people
believe his unsubstantiated
hearsay. Let me address
and add reference to some
of the tales Indihar told.

Mike claims we lost
our insurance due to friv-
olous lawsuits, but in
at least one of the suits
a Sixth District Court
Judge found no such fri-
volity and actually ruled
against the township. On
7/12/2016, Eric Hedtke,
counsel for MATIT insur-
ance, appeared before the
Greenwood Board and
addressed problems we
had in our claims history.
He said, “Greenwood
claim history dated back
over 10 years, contained
16-18 claims, far more
than any other township.
He provided the Township
with a loss report which
showed $248,000inlosses
with over $100,000 being
in Planning and Zoning
issues. (source: Timberjay
7/13/2016, loss report
Greenwood MATIT).

Secondly, Indihar’s
description of how the
snowmobile club wanted
the township to flip county
land, then build a building
or have the club build it
,and lease the property to
the club was also in error.
Indihar even stated that
this had been done in the
city of Floodwood with
their snowmobile club.
(sources: Timberjay and
Tower News 1/9/2018,
audio tape Greenwood
meeting 1/9/2018).

I consulted with the
township attorney who
recommended against
the proposal, and St.
Louis County Assessor,
Dave Sipila, called me
and advised that the plan
violated Minn. Statute

282. I even contacted the
Floodwood administrator,
Jess Rich, who told me
via email that there was
no leasing arrangement at
all. Their city simply sold
a building and land to the
club. (source: email Jess
Rich 1/9/2018). Supervisor
Ralston then brought forth
a resolution to proceed as
they had planned, but with
the opinions and infor-
mation I had received, 1
voted no. The resolution
passed 4-1, but apparently
somewhere along the line,
itwas found outitcouldn’t
be legally done that way,
and the clubdecided tobuy
the parcel directly from the
county.

Indihar did make
one true statement, that
Greenwood Township
taxes are the lowest per
value on Lake Vermilion,
but that is not due to his
work or any of the can-
didates he supports. It
is because of a group of
people, including Sue
Drobac, Barb Lofquist,
and JoAnn Bassing, who
exposed a grossly inflated
reserve and bloated budget,
that helped move our plan-
ning and zoning to the
county. We need these
women to bring openness
and transparency to our
town board which now
acts in secret and with-
holds even the most basic
information. We need
them to advocate strongly
to bring broadband to our
township. Vote Drobac,
Lofquist, and Bassing.
And keep your right to
vote -vote no on Option B.

John Bassing

Greenwood Twp.

Like a four-star hoops
recruit out of high school,
the Cook facility had a lot
of upsides as it joined the
LP Solutions roster. At
the time, company execs
described for investors
how the facility was well
situated in an “aspen
basket,” how it had the
advantage of existing
rail service and a wood
yard. It was big enough
to accommodate not only
aline thatcould produce up
to 400 million square feet
of the company’s rapidly
growing SmartSide trim
and siding, they said, but
also a second production
line when demand war-
ranted.

But the company
picked up another “recruit”
for its team at the same
time, an OSB mill in Val-
d’Or, Quebec. While not
rivaling Cook in potential
production capacity, Val-
d’Or came with its own
upsides — it could be con-
verted to siding production
in as little as half the time
and for much less expense
than it would take to fully
develop the mill in Cook.

In the end, the

company went in a differ-
entdirectionby deciding to
convert its Dawson Creek
OSB mill, leaving Cook
on the bench, waiting but
hopeful. Cook was still in
the mix, they said back
then, once the Dawson
Creek conversion was up
and running.

But while Cook has
been warming the bench,
the game has been chang-
ing. LP Solutions CEO
Brad Southern has deter-
mined that in order to put
his best team on the floor,
the company’s product
mix has had to change
— less reliance on OSB,
more emphasis on its
rising star, SmartSide.
To make the pivot expe-
ditiously, LP Solutions
acquired mills in Green
Bay, Wis., and Granite
City, Ill.,last year, two new
recruits that could contrib-
ute quickly. This year, in a
recently announced deci-
sion, two active players
will be getting new roles.
A facility in Maine will
be converted to produce
SmartSide products,
putting the company in a
better position to compete

ATTENTION Greenwood Voters,

Recently appointed interim clerk, Deb Spicer, sent a campaign letter to many of you
and stated the clerk is an administrative position with tasks that are only ministerial in
nature. She states, falsely, that by law the clerk does not vote on any township action.
The clerk actually votes by law (Mn Statute 367.03) when he/she serves on the
appointment committee that is tasked with selecting a replacement for a supervisor
who has resigned from office as was the case in Greenwood Township not long ago.

in the Northeast and East
Coast areas. Following
that conversion will be
another in Sagola, Mich.,
the timing yet to be deter-
mined. Given the con-
ditions of the game as it
is today, these decisions
look sound to savvy inves-
tors and one small town
editor for the company’s
overall quest for growth
and profitability.

Meanwhile, the Cook
mill continues to languish
on the bench. It certainly
hasn’t lost any of the
upsides it brought to the
table in 2016, but today
it’s in the “other players
include” list of possible
future developments for
LP Solutions, along with
other potential conver-
sions and collaborations.
Whether it’s basketball
or manufactured wood
products, it’s always about
the mix.

Withtwo conversions
already in the works,
it’s unlikely we’ll know
anything more about the
playing potential of the
Cook mill for at least a
couple of years. The mill
still “has game,” but will

VOTE

4

Interim Clerk Spicer also includes a letter, from MAT counsel Steve Fenske,
supporting Option B. Oddly, it is not the letter that appears on the township website
but is a version that has been altered in a dirty tricks fashion. Spicer’s actions
manipulating a letter and advocating Option B clearly display the corrupt cronyism
going on at the town hall where Spicer is but a pawn of the board. The irony of her
claiming the apolitical nature of an appointed clerk, as she is, while waving the banner
of Vote Yes Option B, is simply astonishing.

JoAnn Bassing

Paid by the candidate on her own behalf

it be right for the mix
when another opportunity
comes, or will the game
have passed it by? Only

time will tell as Cook con-
tinues to wait uneasily on
the bench, just aching for
a chance to play.
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Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m. Canceled until
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 5088
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tower City Council- 5:30
p.m. on March 8 at the
Tower Civic Center.
Agenda/call-in info on the
city website.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food

Shelf- Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:00 p.m.
Located in the back of
the Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is March 16.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first
(business meeting) and
third (drill) Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Annual Township
Meetings, times vary.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

BUSINESS
NEWS

Bragg wins Big
Hitter Award

REGIONAL- Steve
Bragg recently received
the “Big Hitter Award”
at the Calhoun Compa-
nies Awards breakfast
celebration in Minne-
apolis on Feb. 16. This
award was given to the
five most productive of
22 Calhoun agents ser-
vicing a five-state area.
Calhoun Companies has
been selling businesses
and commercial proper-
ties since 1908. Bragg
operates the Arrowhead
Office working with cli-
ents from Ashland, Wis.,
to Lake of the Woods,
Minn.

by JoDI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- Tower’s Gunder-
sen Trust Board is moving for-
ward with the steps needed to
see if the board can change the
trust’s legal guidelines to insure
it will provide income to the
city in the years ahead. The trust
board manages the fund, which
totals over $900,000.

At their meeting on Feb. 24,
the board decided to hire an at-
torney with experience in trust
law, as well as getting more de-
tailed proposals from firms that
would be able to offer invest-
ment options, if court approval
is given. The board’s financial
committee will conduct inter-
views with two attorneys from
Duluth law firms that specialize
in trust law.

The trust is legally bound
to invest only in specific types
of government-insured invest-
ments, which currently are earn-
ing .05 to .Ol-percent interest,
barely covering the legal costs
of operating the trust.

The board is hoping to get

GUNDERSEN TRUST

court approval to expand in-
vestment options, such as those
under the Uniform Prudent In-
vestor Act (UPIA), the similar
Uniform Prudent Management
of Institutional Funds Act (UP-
MIFA), or a non-profit 501c3
status. Any of these options
would allow the board to invest
in relatively safe options that
could provide annual returns of
four or five percent above the
rate of inflation.

When the trust was original-
ly set up, board members noted,
the investments allowed under
the court order were paying out
interest in that ballpark.

Right now, the trust fund is
set up under MS118a, which is
a state statute that governs the
investment of city funds. There
are some other investment op-
tions that would be available,
such as investing in certain types
of government bonds, which
would return about .5-percent,
higher than the treasuries the
trust is currently invested in.

City attorney Mitch Brun-
felt told the board he is not cer-
tain a court would approve a

switch.

Brunfelt did clear up some
lingering questions about the
trust fund’s obligation to make
distributions. The trust has not
made distributions in many
years, and currently the city au-
dit shows $224,139 that is above
the “adjusted principal base
amount” (PBA) of the trust.

This amount, under the
trust’s legal obligations, is to
be distributed proportionally,
75 percent to the city’s general
fund, 15 percent to recreational
projects within the city’s forest
lands, and 10 percent for com-
munity education. The amount
in the PBA needs to be invested
under the MS118a guidelines.

Brunfelt said the board did
not need to distribute these ex-
cess funds immediately, but
should do so in a “careful, pru-
dent manner.” He suggested
setting up a grant application
process for recreational and ed-
ucational grants.

In past years, the city has
used Gundersen funds for its
share of the costs for the bike
trail to Hoodoo Point Camp-

Board seeks to change investing options

ground and for improvements
for the city’s Wagoner Ski
Trails. The city has also bor-
rowed funds from the trust,
which it repays with interest,
saving the city interest costs
while repaying the trust fund at
rates significantly higher than it
was earning through its normal
investments.

The board discussed the
possibility of retaining some of
the trust fund to make available
for such lending to the city in
the future.

The board will meet again
on March 25 and will need to
decide about hiring an attorney,
and then work with the attor-
ney on the reasons to present to
the court to change the trust’s
investment options. The board
will also be getting more details
on investment options from the
State Board of Investment, area
community foundations, and
area banks that manage trust
funds.

Northeast Range second quarter honor roll

3.75-4.0 GPA

Sterling Boyd, Embarrasss
Christian Cersine, Babbitt
Dillon Gorsma, Soudan
Brianna Lehti, Soudan
Jackson Levens, Tower
Vanessa Little, Babbitt

Emma Aluni, Embarrass
Brody Anderson, Soudan
Ryan Hujanen, Tower
Anthony Norcia, Tower

sha is a sophomore at the Carl-
son School of Management.
To qualify for the Dean’s List,
a student must complete 12 or
more letter-graded credits while
attaining a 3.66 grade point av-
erage.

A Honor Roll Logan Meskill B Honor Roll Grade 10

Grade 12 Kassidy Turper Grade 12 J acob Mackai

Anne Barich Jonathan Zaitz Blade Carlson Jennie Nelson

Oskar Koivisto Grade 9 . Isaac Hendrickson Grade 9

Alexia Lightfeather Aubree Gerlovich Luther Johnson Natalie Backe

Gracie Sperling Hailey Lindquist Ariel Kalinowski Abby Koivisto

Ethan Zaitz Mikko Mak1 Willa Koivisto Zander Lislegard

James Zupancich Ruby Milton Bralyn Lislegard Grade 8

Grade 11 Gra(_le 8 Phoebe Morgan Noah Backe

Audrey Anderson Ade!me Klatt Sadie Theel Joshua Burton

Erin Backe Danica Sundblad Grade 11 Alexus Childs

Markus Maki Grade 7 . Kenny Aase Kyle Kratz

Joscelyn LaSart Hannah Aldrich Wyatt Gorsma Chelsey Nelmark

Rylan Poppenhagen Avery Buschman Amara Lampton Greyson Reichensperger

Hannah Reichensperger Nevaeh Evridge Thia Lossing Maizy Sundblad

Grade 10 Tuuli Koivisto Ryan Milton Grade 7 '

Mariah DeJoode Mabry Prall Jenna Smith Chloe Adkisson

Layne Kaufenberg Calvin Winger Ryland Sandy

COLLEGE NEWS
Area students named Lara Poderzay, Soudan Sasha Strongon U of M Mikayla Mellesmoen
to Mesabi Range Chevelle Schroeder, Twin Cities Dean’s List named to Minnesota
Community and Magnus Trembath, MINNEAPOLIS - Sasha  Sfate Mankato Dean’s
Technical College Sirong, of Tower, s e L
‘s Li o T B MANKATO- Mikayla
Dean’s List Honors, “ Degn s List at t.he Um versiy Mellesmoen, of Embarrass lilas
. 3.5 t0 3.74 GPA of Minnesota Twin Cities, the b d’ he A d’ i
High Honors, university announced today. Sa- 0S¢ named to the Academic

High Honor List (Dean’s List)
for the past fall semester at Min-
nesota State University, Manka-
to. To qualify for the High Hon-
or List, a student must maintain
a straight “A” 4.0 average, and
be enrolled for at least 12 credit
hours.
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by a slim margin of 12 votes.

Township elections set for Tuesday, March 9

REGIONAL- have the chance to vote for a sec-

218-753-2950
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Northwoods Transfer Station
9384 Hwy 21 N., Ely/Babbitt
Winter Hours
Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm
Tue: 9:30am—3pm
Wed: 11am-5pm

Area Solid Waste
Facility
site hours

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S. Beatty Rd., Cook
Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—-3:30pm

Tues and Sat: 8am—1pm

S Soudan Canister Site
County 77 Canister Site 5160 Hwy 169, Soudan
2038 County Rd. 77, Greenwood Twp Hours
Winter Hours Mon, Wed, Sat:, Sun
Thurs, Sun; noon—5pm 8am—5pm
— Aurora Transfer Station
Embarrass Canister Site 5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora
7530 Kosll(.i Rd., Embarrass Hours
ours .
sat 12:30-430pm Man, Thurs, Fi:Sam _tpm
Thu: 10am—5pm ue, Wed: Vam—=3pm
Sat: 8am—noon
Household Hazardous Waste Regional Landfill
Facility 5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia Hours
Hours Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm

Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department
1-800-450-9278
Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/recycle

ing area townships are holding
their annual elections on Tuesday,
March 9.

Breitung Township
Terry Anderson filed for the
open three-year supervisor term,
currently held by Chuck Tekautz.
Incumbent treasurer Jorgine
Gornick filed for the two-year trea-
surer term.

Greenwood Township

Supervisor 3 seat: Barb
Lofquist and incumbent Larry Ta-
hija. Lofquist ran for supervisor in
2020 against Mike Ralston and lost

Supervisor 5 seat: Sue Drobac
and incumbent Byron Beihoffer.
Drobac was elected clerk in 2020,
outpolling Debby Spicer, 186-102,
and garnering the largest number
of votes of any candidate on the
ballot.

Clerk (remainder of term that
expires in March 2022): JoAnn
Bassing and Debby Spicer. Spicer
is currently serving as the interim
clerk, after the resignation of Sue
Drobac.

Treasurer: Belinda Fazio.
Fazio is currently serving as the
interim treasurer, after the resigna-
tion of Pam Rodgers.

Township residents will also

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

(Never known to fail)

Oh, most beautiful Flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of

God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show me where

you are, my Mother. Oh, Holy Mary,

Queen of Heaven and Earth, | humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor me in my
necessity (make request). There are none that can

Mother of God,

withstand your power. Oh, Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (3 times).
Holy Mary, | place this prayer in your hands (3 times).

Say this prayer for three consecutive days and then
you must publish it and it will be granted to you.
Grateful thanks,

GMS

ond time on Option B, which gives
the town board the authority to ap-
point a clerk and treasurer. In 2020,
voters rejected Option B by a mar-
gin of 194 to 97.

Vermilion Lake Township

Supervisor (three-year term):
Frank Zobitz, currently serving as
an appointed supervisor (filling
seat of Bruce Sweiringa).

Supervisor (one-year term):
Sarah Schmidt, incumbent but opt-
ed to file for one-year seat

Treasurer: Steve Lotz, incum-
bent.

BREITUNG RESIDENTS

CHARLES TEKAUTZ

Is Seeking Re-election

for SUPERVISOR by

Write-in Vote

in the March 9 election

L i . b b dh ¢

Paid by the candidate on his own behalf
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The 15th running of the Minnesota Snow Run, to benefit the Pink Ribbon Riders, was

HEHE

fun for both men and women as they raised money to help breast cancer patients. With the coronavirus pandemic in mind, the event this year was
a one-day celebration with a morning gathering, snowmobile decorating contest, evening banquet and more. photo by K. Vandervort

Washington Elementary students
compete in Reading Olympics

submitted photo

ELY - Washington
Elementary School here
wrapped up February’s
Reading Olympics last
week for “I Love toRead”
month.

Individual awards
for the top reader from
each class include,
Kindergarten -Emily
Dunn and Cora Lovich;
First grade - Courtney
Forsberg and Olivia

Washington School first-grader Courtney
Forsberg won a top reader award for the
“I Love to Read” activity last month.

Johnson; Second grade
- Sawyer Anderson and
Elya Perkins; Third grade
-Rebecca Sponholz, Lucy
Luthens, and Hayden
Weidemann; Fourth grade
- Maddie Johnson, Siiri
Nelson, Amelia Strom,
and Liam Spate-Kurnava;
and Fifth grade - Wyatt
Devine and Lucy Dunn.
Ms. Preblich’s fourth
grade class won overall.

Gardner grant aids library stained glass project

ELY - The Donald
G. Gardner Humanities
Trust recently awarded
$619 in grant funding to
Claire Taylor and other
local stained glass artists
for a special cutting tool
to complete new windows
for the Ely Public Library.

This grant will pur-
chase a three-ring saw
used to cut the glass to be
used for six windows to be
completed by this summer,
and for six additional
stained glass windows to
be completed by the end
of the year.

“This three-ring
saw is a crucial piece of
equipment that allows

glass to be cut from three
different directions and
allows the design of the
window to include many
of the curved line designs
the Ely community has
enjoyed in the finished
library windows so far,”
said Keiko Williams, trust
executive director.

“The purpose of the
Trust’s Community Giving
Grant is to recognize and
reward an individual,
group or project that pro-
vides ameasurable impact
for the community of
Ely,” she said. “The board
discussed this project and
felt that there was a lot of
impact for the community

with great collaboration
between artists, businesses
and organizations.”

“There are current and
new stained artists who
willbeinvolvedincreating
and learning in this project,
as well as, the benefit for
the community as we all
enjoy the final pieces that
will be installed at our Ely
Public Library,” Williams
said.

The grant works
in conjunction with a
grant the library received
through Legacy funding
that will pay for most of
the glass, heating for the
workspace, and miscella-
neous expenses.

Arts funding offered hy

Gardner Humanities Trust

ELY - Applications are due next
month for the first grant cycle of the year
for the Donald G. Gardner Humanities
Trust arts funding program.

Grant applications are due by noon

on Friday, March 19.

Artists and groups can apply for
grants in the following five categories:
»Individual Artist Grants encourage
developing and established artists with
funding of up to $1,000 to take advantage
of an impending, concrete opportunity.
»Organization Project Grants support
activities in the fine arts and for the Ely
Public Library. Grant support is intended
to make it possible for organizations to
present or produce a fine arts activity.
»Youth Grants are awarded to Ely

an interest in and demonstrate high moti-
vation in the fine arts. The youth grants
of up to $750 can be used for workshops,
classes, lessons or mentorships.

» Scholarships are available for
graduates of Ely Memorial High School

who are in their third or fourth year of

college studies or in graduate school.

Trustscholarships are awarded to students

school students in grades 6-12 who have

majoring in one of the disciplines of fine
arts or library science.

»Operational Funding Grants fund
high-quality, established Ely area organi-
zations that produce, or present fine arts
activities or provide services to artists.

Grant forms and eligibility requirements
are available at www.gardnertrust.org.

Completed applications can be mailed
to the Trust office at P.O. Box 720, Ely,
MN 55731 or dropped off at the Ely City
Hall, Clerk’s Office, at 209 E. Chapman St.

Ely Area Senior Citizens group conducts shoe drive fundraiser

ELY -Ely Area Senior
Citizens Inc. is conducting
ashoe drive fundraiser this
month to raise funds for
social activities for area
senior citizens and the
entire community.

Ely Area Senior
Citizens will earn funds
based on the total weight
of the pairs of gently
worn, used and new shoes
collected, as Funds20rgs
will issue a check for the
collected shoes.

Those dollars will
benefit our community
by helping keep the Ely
Senior Center open and

available for everyone to
enjoy. Anyone can help
by donating gently worn,
used and new shoes at
any Zup’s grocery store,
Ely Northland Market,
Ely Family Dental (in the
Frandsen Building), or the
Ely Senior Center.

All donated shoes
will then be redistributed
throughoutthe Funds2Orgs
network of micro-enter-
prise (small business) part-
ners. Funds20rgs works
with micro-entrepreneurs
in helping them create,
maintain and grow small
businesses in developing

countries where economic
opportunity and jobs are
limited.

Proceeds from the
sales of the shoes collected
in shoe drive fundraisers
are used to feed, clothe and
house their families. One
budding entrepreneur in
Haiti even earned enough
to send her son to law
school.

“We are excited about
our shoe drive,” said Ely
Area Senior Citizens orga-
nization president Theresa
Jamnick. “We know that
most people have extra
shoes in their closets they

WINTER WATER WOES
All is well with Winton’s water

WINTON - Good
news arrived in Winton
last Saturday morning.
“Winton water is safe to
drink from the tap,” said
Mayor Kathy Brandau.

“All water samples
collected for testing total
coliform bacteria were neg-
ative,” she told residents in
aFacebook post. “The city
will no longer need to dis-
tribute water at the Winton
Community Center.”

Sustained below-zero
temperatures last month
and low snow cover con-
tributed to frozen water
lines and water main
breaks. It was so cold that

even the Winton water
tower froze up. The entire
city of Winton was without
water for an extended
period of time due torecur-
ring water main breaks.
The village’s main street
was dug up multiple times
by Low Impact Excavators.

“I would like to thank
our residents for their

understanding and patience |

over the past two weeks,”
Brandau said. “We have

an outstanding, passionate |

community, especially
helping those in need. [ am
proud to be a resident of
Winton and your mayor.”

would like to donate to
us. By doing so, we raise
money for the Ely Senior
Center, and we have the
chance to help families in
developing nations who
need economic opportu-
nities. It’s a win-win for
everyone.”

By donating gently
worn, used and new shoes
to the Ely Area Senior
Citizens the shoes will
be given a second chance

and make a difference in
people’s lives around the
world.

The purpose of the Ely
Area Senior Citizens Inc.
is to promote and advance
the interests and welfare of
all senior citizens in the
Ely area and to contribute
to the recreational, social,
and civic welfare of the
community.

SAINT LOUIS COUNTY

ENVIR:NMENTAL
SERVICES

BETTER WASTE SOLUTIONS

Area Solid Waste
Facility
site hours

Mon, Thu, Fri, Sat: 8am—3pm
Tue: 9:30am-3pm
Wed: 11am—5pm

[ Northwoods Transfer Station Aurora Transfer Station
9384 Hwy_21 N. Ely/Babbitt 5910 Hwy 135 N., Aurora
Winter Hours Hours

Mon, Thurs, Fri: 8am—4pm
Tue, Wed:10am—4pm
Sat: 8am-noon

Tues and Sat; 8am—1pm

Embamass Canister Site Soudan Canister Site
7530 Koski Rd., Embarrass 5160 Hwy 169, Soudan
Hours Hours
Sat 12:30-4:30pm Mon, Wed, Sat;, Sun:
Thu: 10am—5pm 8am—5pm
Household Hazardous Waste Regional Landfill
Facility 5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
5345 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia Hours
Hours Mon—Fri: 8am-4:30pm

Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th

St. Louis County Environmental Services Department |
1-800-450-9278
Office hours 8-4:30 Monday through Friday
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/ recycle

Local students

honored at Bethel

ST. PAUL - Ely
area students, Abigail
Schwamm and Rebecca
Zwolinski, were named
to the Bethel University
Dean’s List for academic
excellence for the fall
2020 semester.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2021

moon marks with shadows
a fresh month bringing new light

moving with the winds

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St,, Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday at
noon at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church,

231 E. Camp St,, Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ELY FOOD SHELF -
Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Call
218-365-3359,
218-827-3232, or
1-800-662-5711.
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COOK- A mix of
care, confidence, and
relief filled the air late
Friday morning at Cook
Community Center, as
staff members of Cook
Hospital expertly and em-
pathetically walked peo-
ple through the process of
getting their first corona-
virus vaccine dose.

It was  midway
through the final day of a
three-day, 300-dose com-
munity vaccination clinic
administered by the hos-
pital, and while outside
of the clinic one might
expect Chief Operating
Officer Julie Lesemann to
be focused on those du-
ties, she was in full reg-
istered nurse mode as she
prepared to inject Daniel
Polman, of Aurora, with
the vaccine.

“Hopefully it’s worth
it,” Polman said. “I’ve
been searching here and
there and this one popped
up. Now, of course,
they’re all showing up,
the ones 1 previously
saw. But we had this, so
we just got it over with.
It was a nice drive today
anyway.”

Polman moved on to
the area where vaccine
recipients were asked to
wait to see if they had
any adverse reactions to

the injections. As he had
for the first two days,
volunteer-retired  physi-
cian-Cook Mayor Har-
old Johnston sat nearby,
ready to step in if a medi-
cal need arose.

“We have people who
have actually cried when
they got here, they’re so
excited to get the vac-
cine,” Lesemann said.
“They’re from all over
the area. This is open to
everybody.”

Polman wasn’t any-
where close to being in
the running if there had
been a prize for “patient
coming the farthest dis-
tance to be vaccinated.”
Director of Nursing Nich-
ole Chiabotti described
where some of the pa-
tients were coming from.

“The majority are
from this region, but it’s
kind of all over the map,”
she said. “We’ve had a
couple here from Wis-
consin, we’ve had sever-
al couples from Duluth,
some couples from the
cities, and we had a guy
from Bemidji.”

They also had some-
one from McKinley,
Kathy Plesha. Like Pol-
man, she had registered
elsewhere for an opportu-
nity to get vaccinated.

“I got a call to go to
either Rochester or Min-
neapolis or the DECC in
Duluth, and I'm like, ‘I’'m

COOK HOSPITAL

Vaccination clinic draws people from all over

not running all over,”
Plesha said. “But I've
been trying. It’s not the
first time.”

Then she got the call
from Cook.

“I feel lucky,” she
said. “My husband just
finished his second one
yesterday.”

“People are so ex-
cited about this,” said
Plesha’s nurse, Annie
Dougherty. “It’s been
amazing. It’s a great thing
for the community. Doing

something positive feels |

great.”
Chiabotti
those sentiments.
“Everybody’s  been
so happy to be here,” she

echoed

said. “It’s been a lot of |

work, but everyone is re-
ally happy to be a part of
it. It’s nice to see every-
body so thankful to get
the vaccine and it’s just
fun, it’s a different kind of
nursing that we don’t usu-
ally get to do in a hospital
or ER setting.”

Chiabotti said that
they’re ready to do an-
other community vacci-
nation clinic, but as of
Friday she didn’t know
when that would be. It all
depends on when the state
tells them they’re getting
another allocation of the
vaccine, she said.

Above: Kathy Plesha,
of McKinley, receives
her first dose of coro-
navirus vaccine from
nurse Annie Dougherty
on Friday at the Cook
Community Center.

Right: Daniel Polman,
of Aurora, remains
still as nurse Julie
Lesemann injects his
first dose of coronavi-
rus vaccine on Friday.

Both Plesha and

Polman registered

at multiple sites to

increase their chances

of getting vaccinated.
photos by D. Colburn
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COOK CITY COUNCIL

City gives Paul Bunyan green light to
proceed with new hroadband project

COOK- When Bemidji-based
Paul Bunyan Communications
received word in February that
they were getting a $311,254
state Border-to-Border Broadband
Development grant to help fund
new broadband service in Cook,
the award came with a catch. The
company had to remove several lo-
cations from its original proposal
that were in areas covered by fed-
eral funding.

At the time of the award, IT
and Development Manager Steve
Howard said the project couldn’t
move forward until Cook officials
reviewed the deletions and reaf-
firmed the city’s $8,000 commit-
ment to the scaled-back proposal.

According to comments from
City Administrator Theresa Mar-
tinson at last Thursday’s regular
city council meeting, the city is

ready to go full steam ahead with
the project.

“The original intent of the
council was to support the proj-
ect, and we’ve communicated that
with Paul Bunyan,” Martinson
said. “We are anticipating before
the next council meeting to have a
meeting with them and have more
information to share. It’s a won-
derful opportunity.”

John Jamnick of JPJ Engineer-
ing was present to ask the council
to pass a resolution in support of
a facility plan for the wastewater
treatment facility to be included in
a CDBG grant proposal. Submit-
ting the plan by March 5 would
allow the project to compete for an
award in the fall funding cycle, he
said.

Jamnick also proposed that
the council approve closing the

contract on the bridge crossing the
Little Fork River on North Front
Street.

“We got this letter that the
county wants to close the project
out with the state funding and they
recommended the City of Cook
accept the project as complete,”
Jamnick said.

At issue have been prob-
lems that have come up with the
bridge’s deck and who should pay
for maintenance and repairs. Jam-
nick said the county has indicated
it would work with the city to do
initial cleaning and sealing this
summer and every five years there-
after. He believed the arrangement
to be fair and recommended the
council approve closing the con-
tract, which they did.

PARK PROJECT

CN Railway makes
large park donation

COOK- Friends of
the Parks President Tam-
my Palmer made it offi-
cial this week with the
formal  announcement
of a $20,000 grant from
Canadian National Rail-
way for development
of Cook’s new Veterans
Riverfront Park, located
off North River Street
along the banks of the
Little Fork River.

The grant came from
the CN Stronger Com-
munities Fund, dedicated
to help make communi-
ties better places to live
and work.

In expressing her
gratitude to CN Railway,
Palmer also acknowl-
edged a number of local

CN employees who have
been volunteering their
time and talents for the
project.

“This, too, is another
way CN is giving back
to communities,” Palm-
er’s announcement said.
“Employees take great
price in their community
and its development.”

The park, which
will honor all veterans,
is tentatively scheduled
for completion early this
summer. Donations are
welcome and may be sent
to Friends of the Parks,
PO Box 1141, Cook, MN
55723.

NORTHWOODS FRIENDS OF THE ARTS

Harmonica class Is coming up

COOK- Learn to

sponsoring the class and

NWFA

Gallery is

play harmonica online
with musician Tom Kes-
anen in free Zoom class-
es on Tuesday, March 16
and Tuesday, March 23
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Participants ~ must
have a C Major, 10-hole
harmonica. Northwoods
Friends of the Arts is

will supply all other class
materials you will need.
Donations to NWFA are
welcomed.

Students must regis-
ter by calling Shawna at
218-780-6510.

This is NWFA’s sec-
ond series of harmonica
classes.

open on Thursdays and
Fridays from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m and Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
210 S River Street (in
the Dream Weaver Salon
complex). For further in-
formation see the NWFA
website at nwfamn.org.

COOK- Mesabi
Range Community and
Technical College has
named four area students
to academic honors lists
for the fall 2020 semester.

Designated for high
honors with a grade
point average from 3.75

ACADEMIC HONORS
Mesabi Range names
area honors students

to 4.0 are James Towner
and Kayla Towner, both
of Gheen, and Brandie
Walker, of Cook.

Mandie Williams, of
Cook, was named to the
honors list for students
with a GPA from 3.5 to
3.74.

Double identification bands can be seen on
this bald eagle taking flight from a perch above
some road kill along Highway 115 east of Cook

on Sunday.

photo by D. Colburn
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Area Solid Waste Facility
site hours

Ash River Trail Canister Site
11391 Ash River Trail
Winter Hours
Sat: 12:30pm—4:30pm

Kabetogama Lake Canister Site
10150 Gamma Rd
Winter Hours
Wed: noon—4pm
Sat: 8am—noon

Orr Canister Site
4038 Hwy 53
Winter Hours
Tue, Thu: 9am—noon
Sat: 8am—noon

Portage Canister Site
6992 Crane Lake Rd.

Winter Hours
Tue, Sat: 1pm—4:30pm

Sturgeon Canister Site
8380 Hwy 73
Hours
Sun: 10am—4pm

County 77 Canister Site
2038 County Rd. 77
Winter Hours
Thurs, Sun: noon—5pm

Cook Transfer Station
2134 S. Beatty Rd.
Hours
Mon: 10am—6pm
Tues thru Sat: 9am—3:30pm

Regional Landfill
5341 Regional Landfill Rd, Virginia
Hours
Mon—Fri: 8am—4:30pm

Sat: 8am—3:30pm

Tue, Sat: 8am—1pm

Household Hazardous Waste Facilities
5345 Regional Landfill Rd., Virginia

3994 Landfill Rd, Hibbing ‘

Sat: 8am—1pm

Winter hours effective October 1st through April 14th

St. Louis County
Environmental Services
Department

1-800-450-9278

Office hours 8-4:30
Monday through Friday
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/ recycle

i/ - A h V'
Tradition \
of Trust

+ Traditional Funerals

+ Graveside Services

+ Cremation

* Pre-Need Planning

+ Monuments by
Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL
HOME

www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

Cook, MN
I,\:"l . 24 Hours A Day
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Gov. Tim
Walz unveiled a more descrip-
tive staged timeline for corona-
virus vaccinations last week that
would have vaccines available
to anyone who wants one by
summer, buta “game changing”
announcement from the Food
and Drug Administration on
Saturday could accelerate that
timeline.

The FDA issued an “emer-
gency use authorization” for
a third coronavirus vaccine,
developed by Johnson &
Johnson. Unlike its Pfizer and
Moderna predecessors, the J&J
vaccine requires only one dose,
not two. An initial shipment
to Minnesota of 45,200 doses
is already being administered
throughout the state, accord-
ing to state Infectious Disease
Director Kris Ehresmann.

“More doses of a safe and
effective vaccine in the state
means that more people can
get protected more quickly,”
Ehresmann said during a
Tuesday press call. “We view

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

New GOVID vaccine already heing distributed in state

- g

-

Gene Hicks, of Ely, received his second COVID-19 vaccine dose at a recent clinic at

Vermilion Community College. photo by K. Vandervort

Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine
as a game changer that will help
us quickly provide immunity to
even more Minnesotans. This
vaccine is safe and virtually 100
percent effective at preventing
hospitalization and deathamong
people 18 and older and requires
only one dose. It can be stored
at normal refrigerator tempera-
tures, making it much more
practical for use in the field.”

The news got even better
on Tuesday when President Joe
Biden announced that pharma-
ceutical giant Merck will help
make the J&J vaccine.

“Two of the largest pharma-
ceutical companies in the world
who are usually competitors
are working together on the
vaccine,” Biden said. “This
is the type of collaboration
between companies we saw in

World War IL.”

Ehresmann said that the
health department is awaiting
word from the federal govern-
ment about when Minnesota
will receiveits nextJ&J vaccine
shipment, but expressed confi-
dence that aregular distribution
amount will be established
within a week or two.

“We are optimistic about
the longer term outlook for

this vaccine’s availability,”
Ehresmann said. “We will be
using the vaccine for multiple
populations in Minnesota. In
fact, all the populations who are
currently eligible for vaccine
will have access to this vaccine
in the next few days.”

While three vaccine
options are now available to
Minnesotans, Ehresmann said
people should refrain from
choosing one over another.

“We encourage people to
take the vaccine that they’re
offered,” she said. “All of
these vaccines are effective and
have made it through the FDA
review and they have all been
recommended. Our goal is to
get as many people protected
with COVID-19 vaccination
across our community so we can
get to that 80-percent coverage
rate that we’ve been working
towards.”

Health Commissioner Jan
Malcolm addressed the timeline
Walzreleased for progressively
including more groups of people

See...COVID pg. 10
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the Breitung board voted
unanimously to explore its
options with the sheriff’s
office, rather than seek
to hire a new chief on
an interim basis. Under
state law, the department
can’t operate without a
chief, which means the
department may well be
effectively suspended as
of March 6. Nylund’s last
day as chief is March 5.

Under state law,
county sheriffs are obli-
gated to keep the peace
in all portions of their
county so sheriff’s depu-
ties will respond to emer-
gency calls in Tower and
Soudan, at least until city
and township officials
decide how they wish
to proceed. That could
include relying solely on
the county sheriff, as is the
case in the vast majority of
townships in the county,
as well as in some small
cities.

Providing local law
enforcement comes with
a large price tag. In the
case of the city of Tower,
30 percent of the $394,000
in taxes the city will levy
this year on its property
owners will go to pay for
its police contract with
Breitung Township, which
currently charges the city
approximately $115,000
a year for the service. In

2021, however, the city
is contractually obligated
to purchase a new police
car, which is set to add
another $40,000 or more
to the city’s expenditures
this year. That would push
the city’s law enforcement
costs this year to just over
40 percentof its local levy.

Police coverage
isn’t cheap for Breitung
property owners either,
who pay approximately
$133,000 of the $267,000
total department budget
through their local levy.
Tower’s contract makes
up much of the difference,
with the final funding gap
filled by about $18,000 in
annual state police aid.

Such costs and the
high impact to taxpay-
ers have prompted some
small cities to do away
with police coverage,
saving taxpayers money
and allowing cities to
direct resources to other
priorities.

In Orr, population
280, living without a local
police department has been
the reality for as long as
most people can remem-
ber, and with good reason.
“We couldn’t do it,” said
Orr Clerk-Treasurer Sherri
Carter. “You’d have to
get rid of other things or
you’d be taxing people out
of town.”

The high cost of local
police prompted Cook
to disband their local
department about 15 years
ago and, according to city
officials, there’s been little
to no public clamoring to
go back to the days of a
local police force.

“I have heard no
discussion from the cit-
izens about it,” said long-
time Cook City Council
member Elizabeth Storm.

Cook Mayor Harold
Johnston, in a statement
ontheissue, noted that city
hall staff have “worked
diligently to take on the
tasks of blight/nuisance
and dog issues previously
performed by the police
department.” Johnston
noted that even when
Cook maintained its own
department, its local police
worked closely with the
sheriff’s office when it
came to more serious
crimes. “We continue to
do so now in any capacity
required. We have always
been grateful forbeing able
to collaborate with them.”

The data suggests
that such an approach is
working in Cook. “There’s
notasignificantcallvolume
in the city of Cook,” said
St. Louis County Sheriff
Ross Litman.

Keeping the peace

Both city and town-
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ship officials said they rec-
ognized the value of local
law enforcement, even as
they acknowledged some
of the hurdles and risks
associated with maintain-
ing a local cop shop.

“I think people feel
safer with seeing patrols,”
said Breitung board chair
Tim Tomsich at a meeting
last week. Board member
Greg Dostert said he
worried that the area would
become targeted for crime
if it lost its local police
protection. Butboth super-
visors opted to explore
a wide range of options
with St. Louis County
before deciding whether
they’d seek to rebuild the
department. It’s also likely
to be a discussion item
at the township’s annual
meeting, set for March 9,
which may well influence
the town board’s decision.

The township had
explored hiring Ely Police
Sergeant George Burgeras
a part-time interim chief
but opted against that on
Wednesday. According
to Tomsich, the township
would need a chief law
enforcement officer on
board if it wanted to keep
the department intact as
officials sort out their
options. The decision not
to hire an interim chief
means the department

won’t be active once
Nylund’sresignation takes
effect.

Both Tower and
Breitung have already been
increasingly relying on the
county sheriff’s office to
respond to emergencies.
That’s been true for some
time, as the department has
not maintained 24-hour
coverage. At times when
no Breitung officers are on
duty or on call, 911 calls
go to the sheriff’s office
for response. “Breitung
has always done a good
job of giving us their
schedule,” said Litman.
“When they’re not on duty
or on call, we handle it.”
The Breitung board, with
approval from the city of
Tower, had already elim-
inated on-call hours for
February through April
to cut costs, all but guar-
anteeing that the sheriff’s
office would be handling
more of the calls in the two
communities.

Residents may also
play a role in controlling
crime in their neighbor-
hoods. Residents in both
Cook and Orrrely on them-
selves, to some extent, to
help keep the peace and
head off potential crime.
When residents in Orr
faced a rash of burglaries
in 2019, city officials
helped organize a neigh-

borhood watch. The even-
tual apprehension of the
main suspected perpetrator
of the crime spree and the
presence of neighborhood
watch signs on streets
throughout the city have
markedly reduced viola-
tions in the community,
according to Carter.

Self-reliance works in
Cook as well, according
to Johnston. “Fortunately,
we live in a close-knit
community where people
have respect for each other
and truly look out for their
neighbor,” he said.

Litman said he under-
stands that decisions about
police coverage are up to
local officials and his office
adjusts as law enforce-
ment agencies disappear
in smaller communities.
Several St. Louis County
townships used to maintain
local police departments,
but Breitung and Duluth
townships are the only twa
in the county still remain-
ing. If those disappear,
the statutory duties of the
sheriff’s office remain
the same. Every year,
said Litman, he assesses
the needs of his office
and makes the case to the
county board for the staff-
ing he believes he’ll need
to carry out the mission
and keep the peace.
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for vaccine eligibility.

“Generally, the direc-
tion of the timeline that
the governor laid out is
a good planning tool,”
Malcolm said. “But we
have every hope that we
may be able to accelerate
those timelines by some
degree, depending on
how quickly the vaccine
supply ramps up. We still
believe we’re on track to
finish the current priority
populations to get to that
70-percent coverage rate
of the 65 and over popula-
tion, certainly by the end
of March.”

The next group of
people eligible to receive
the vaccine after meeting
that target will be people
with specific high-risk
health conditions, includ-
ing sickle cell disease,
Down syndrome, those
in active cancer treat-
ment, organ transplant

ELY ...Continued from page 1

> Specific procedures
the business will utilize to
ensure no similar events
occur.

» Submission of
an updated owner and
employeelist, and licensee
shall, within five days of
a change of status, notify
city officials as to the
current employees and
owners. No employee or
owner shall be of ques-
tionable moral character.

> Submittaltoongoing
and random administrative
inspections.

»No similar occur-
rences of pastillegal activ-
ities are allowed on the
premises.

Klun told council
members that her office
and Ely Police Department

ROLLUP YOUR SLEEYES,
MIHHESOTA

ETE N

recipients who are immu-
nocompromised, and
oxygen-dependent indi-
viduals who have chronic
lung and heart conditions.
Also included in this eli-
gibility expansion will be
essential workers in food
processing plants.
Malcolm empha-
sized that this specific
group of conditions does
not include all high-risk
factors, such as obesity,
that will be eligible in
the following round. She
also said that doctors have
been given information

about a number of rare
health conditions of low
incidence that they can
consider giving special
authorization to.

Trending up

The most recent zip
code level cumulative
case numbers were not
provided with the MDH
Weekly Update informa-
tion last Thursday, but
numbers reported on the
St. Louis County COVID
Dashboard show areversal
in the downward trend of
key COVID indicators.

The seven-day
average number of cases
used to determine commu-
nity spread jumped from
7.3 on Feb. 19 to 10.5 on
Feb. 24, driven primarily
by case increases in the
southern part of the county.
The seven-day average in
northern St. Louis County
also rose slightly, but then

dropped to 3.5 on Feb. 24,
the lowest of any region in
the county.

However, the northern
part of the county was the
only region that showed a
week-to-week increase in
the bi-weekly cases rate
used by schools to deter-
mine their learning models,
going from 4.3 t0 9.9.

Any increases are
viewed with caution by
county and state health
officials, as overall vacci-
nation levels remain low
and more highly conta-
gious coronavirus variants
areknown to be circulating
inthe state. The Centers for
Disease Control issued a
warning in February that
the variant first identified
inthe United Kingdom was
on track to be the predom-
inant strain in the U.S by
the end of March, raising
the specter of yet another
large spike in cases, hos-

pitalizations, and deaths.
Federal officials have
been expressing concern
for days that the decline in
case numbers has leveled
off across the country
and remains steady at
around 70,000 new cases
and 2,000 deaths per day,
which could represent
eitherthatthe UK variantis
taking hold or that COVID
safety restriction have
been lifted or ignored too
soon, or both.

Appointments
availahle

Those 65 and overnow
have additional options for
vaccination appointments
at several area community
health clinics.

Aspartof the Essentia
Health system, Essentia
Ely Clinic will provide vac-
cinations to any Minnesota
resident age 65 and older
who lives anywhere in the

Essentia Health service
area. A person does not
have to be an Essentia
patient to be vaccinated.

Appointments can
be scheduled by calling
833-494-0836, or through
a MyChart account at
EssentiaHealth.org. There
is also a MyChart app for
smart devices.

Scenic Rivers Health
Services is providing vac-
cinations for those 65 and
over at their Tower and
Cook clinics, as well as
their other four clinics. A
person does not have to be
a Scenic Rivers patient to
be vaccinated.

Friday appointments
at the Tower clinic can be
scheduled by calling 218-
753-2405. Various days
are available for appoint-
ments at the Cook clinic
by calling 218-361-3297.

Chief Chad Houde are
reviewing the owners’
agreement to the con-
ditions of the business
license and said the Drop
and Shop “could be open
again by the end of this
week or very soon.”

Clerk-Treasurer
Harold Langowski indi-
cated that an unrelated
issue with the building, a
frozen and broken water
pipe and flooded basement
two weeks ago, could
delay the building’s health
inspection approval and
reopening date.

Kristen Krings, pres-
ident of the Drop and
Shop store, addressed the
council Tuesday night and
assured council members
that steps were taken “to

rebuild the store’s reputa-
tion” and she asked “for a
second chance.”

Amanda Stevens was
one of several co-owners
of the retail thrift store,
and felony charges filed
against her for the posses-
sion and sale of metham-
phetamines at the business
prompted the revocation of
its license.

“Stevens has been
terminated from the busi-
ness,” Krings said. “We
repurchased her shares
(of ownership stock), and
at Chief Houde’s request,
we also served her a ‘no
trespassing’ order and she
isnolongerallowed on the
premises.”

Krings said the door
locks on the business have

Scenic &]{{i\fers
—Clnics—

65 and Older?

Moderna Vaccine Now Available at
All Scenic Rivers Medical Clinics!

Scenic Rivers Health Services is now scheduling appointments for patients
65 and over to receive Moderna COVID-19 vaccinations at all their clinics,

including Tower and Cook.

Supplies are limited and call volumes are high, so we appreciate your patience
when calling in. You do not need to be a patient at Scenic Rivers

to receive the vaccine.

N\

KCOVID- 19 Vaccination Scheduling:\

Friday appointments available in Tower:

Call 218-753-2405

Various days available for appointments in Cook:

Call 218-361-3297

J

Donald G
Gardner
Humamtles
Trust

We are now accepting

2021 Arts Grant

Applications

for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants,
Scholarships & Operational Funding

Updated grant applications and guidelines are
available online at www.gardnertrust.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS:
12:00 noon on Fri., March 19

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact

Keiko Williams, Executive Director, by the end of August,
for help and review of their applications.

Call 365-2639 or email info@gardnertrust.org

Youth Grant applicants must call Keiko by Friday, March 5
to schedule a grant review meeting.

been changed. As part of
the business license com-
pliance agreement, Krings
indicated that surveillance
cameras and a recording
system were installed
in the store. A board of
directors for the businesses
has been established. An
employee handbook is in
development.

“We will be taking
moral character into more
consideration in the hiring
process going forward
to prevent an incident
like this from happening
again,” Krings said.

Mayor Chuck Novak
indicated that he and the
council were “more than
willing” to see the Drop
and Shop reopened. He
reprimanded the owners of
the businesses for waiting
until late Tuesday, the day
of the council meeting, to
submit their agreement
and to expect immediate
action.

“We need to get this
(information) in early,
not at the last minute, so
we have enough time to
study it,” Novak said. “For
anything we receive late
Tuesday, itis very difficult
for us to take a vote on
without being able to vet
the information. Councils
make mistakes when they
weigh in on last-minute
requests.”

Novak added, “The
community wants the Drop
and Shoptoreopen.Idon’t
think any of us want to see
this happen again, nor do
we want to see Drop and
Shop permanently closed.
It is a benefit to the city to
have that business open.”

However, not all com-
munity members agree.
Novak referred to a voice
mailhereceived and shared

FILE YOUR OWN TAXES FOR FREE

VISIT: www.IRS.GOV and type
“FREE FILE” in the SEARCH box.

For more info, log on to ASKJEAN.NET and select
the “Tax Tips” link, or call

PESHEL

ACCOUNTING

Jean

218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89 | Ely, MN 55731 askjean.net

with council members.

“This is a concern for
some of our folks,” he said.

Chief Houde said he
was “comfortable with the
agreement” as negotiated
with the owners.

Klun said the resolu-
tion calls for city staff to
work through the agree-
ment and to make sure the
conditions are met. She
said the council’s adoption
of the resolutionis theirlast
step toreopen the business.

“The next step is for
the Police Chiefto sitdown
with the owners and to
finalize a couple of items
which should happen quite
quickly,” she said.

Utility rate hike

Council members will
hold a public hearing at 5
p-m.onTuesday, March 16
concerning a recommen-
dation from the Ely Utility
Commission’s Budget
and Rates Committee for
a substantial rate hike to
city residents.

The recommendation
calls for a seven-percent
increase in electric rates
and to hold steady on
water and sewer rates for
the coming year.

Langowski said the
rate hike for Ely customers
mirrors the rate hike for
electricity recently initi-
ated by Minnesota Power.

Council member Al
Forsman was quick to play
politics and attributed the
Ely electric rate hike to
the new administration of
Democratic President Joe
Biden. He didn’t go as far
as the Governor of Texas
in blaming frozen wind
generators nor a proposed
“Green New Deal,” but the
sentiment appeared eerily
similar.

“On a personal note,
I feel strongly that we are
going to see energy rates

increase dramatically over
the next few years in large
part to the focus of our
currentadministration. We
can count on seeing this
and don’t be surprised if it
continues to happen. Your

votes count,” Forsman
said.
Other business

In other business, the
council:

»Listened to a pre-
sentation on the Northeast
Minnesota Mine Tour
Project and considered
approving a donation, and
writing a letter of support.

» Approved a rec-
ommendation from the
Heritage Preservation
Commission to submit
grant applications to
the Donald G. Gardner
Trust and Arrowhead
Arts Council for the Carl
Gawboy Mural Recreation
Project.

» Accepted a bid by
Pathfinder Trail Building
for the $352,930 for bike
trail construction at Hidden
Valley Recreation Area.

» Accepted a rec-
ommendation from the
Budget Committee to pur-
chase an upgraded remote
HVAC control system for
the SATO building for
$9,703.

> Agreed to spend
$2,676 from the drug and
alcohol forfeiture fund for
an identification badge
maker for city employees.

>» Approved the
revised Cemetery Rules
and Regulations asrecom-
mended by the Cemetery
Committee.

» Accepted depart-
ment head performance
review templates and will
agreed to conduct the
reviews at the March 30
study session.
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their occupants.

Now that the district
has its response to the coro-
navirus pandemic well
in hand, Superintendent
Reggie Engebritson told
school board members at a
Feb. 9 working session that
it’s time once again to get
serious about holding the
contractors accountable.

“Rightbefore COVID,
the plan was to try to send
out letters to the contrac-
tors, letting them know
we were putting them on
notice,” Engebritson said,
“and then COVID hit and
that didn’t happen.”

Engebritson said that
she had received a referral
to an attorney in the Twin
Cities who specializes in
construction-related cases.

“We know it’s going
to cost a little bit of money
becauseit’s an attorney out
ofthe Cities,” Engebritson
said, “but we feel like we
really need somebody
specialized to help us look
into this.”

Engebritson said that
preliminary contact had
been made with the attor-
ney, who said he needed
to review his client list
against the list of various
contractors involved in
the school construction
for any possible conflicts
of interest before agreeing
to come on board.

Initial problems
Johnson Controls Inc.
(JCI), Kraus-Anderson,
and Architectural
Resources Inc. were the
primary designers and
contractors involved in

FIRE...Continued from page 1

the gasoline dispensing
pump were engulfed in
flames. The flames shot
around and above Larry,
who quickly realized that
his pants and jacket were
on fire. Still wearing his
helmet and gloves, he was
luckily protected from the
flames. He patted the fire
out with his gloves as his
friends were hollering at
him to get away from the
flames.

Another snowmobiler
in his party quickly ran
to hit the emergency gas
shutoff, and another ran
inside to have the cashier
call 911.

The dispenser that was
on fire is separate from
the pump itself, which is
in the underground tank.
Once the emergency shut
off is hit, the pump is shut
off and no more gas flows
into the dispenser. Also,
shear valves at the bottom
of the pump help cut off the
flow of gas in emergency
situations. The gas station
also cutoffelectricity toall
of its pumps.

Ritchie
Automatic
Livestock Waterers
and Parts
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building the two schools —
South Ridge in 2011 and
North Woods in 2012,
totaling $60 million of
an overall $78.8 million
school restructuring plan.

Work was ongoing
in the spring of 2011
on Cherry and South
Ridge schools when it was
discovered that JCI had
approved more than $3.5
million worth of change
orders without the knowl-
edge of the school board
and in violation of the
school district’s contract
with JCI. Elimination of
skylights, insulation, exte-
rior and interior window
caulking, and high-ef-

Cracked and settling
concrete is shown at
North Woods School.
Timberjay file photo

ficiency LED lighting
were among the changes
JCI approved that likely
reduced the operating
efficiency of the buildings
from what was planned.

JCl resisted efforts by
the Timberjay to obtain
a copy of its subcontract
with ARI, resulting in a
long legal battle that result-
ed in a change in state law
clearly establishing that
subcontracts are indeed
public documents avail-
able for inspection.

Issues appear

One of the first prob-
lems that became evident
was the poor and dete-
riorating conditions of
the athletic fields at both
South Ridge and North
Woods, a problem JCI
admitted it had some
responsibility forin 2013.

Uneven turf with poor
drainage and sinking
football sidelines remain
more than seven years
later, as described by
multiple board members
and school officials at the
Feb. 9 meeting.

Five years later, in
2018, a laundry list of
structural issues at both
schools was documented
in a report to the board
by then building and
grounds supervisor Tony
Buccanero.

Floors in the music
room and elementary
bathroom at South Ridge

were sinking, and door-
ways were sinking and
pulling away from walls,
Buccanero said. At North
Woods, the floors in the
field house were “sinking
away from the building,
possibly resting on plumb-
ing,” and a parking lot
drainpipe was cracked,
creating a safety issue.

“We already paid
70-some million dollars,
and we shouldn’thave this
happening,” Buccanero
declared.

But as an inspection
conducted in May 2019
by Forensic Experts, LLC
revealed, there was far
more to be added to the
list of flaws possibly due
to substandard construc-
tion. The report for North
Woods that was provided
to the board at the Feb.
9 meeting included the
following:

»The frontentry con-
crete sidewalk had settled
and cracked.

»A library window
head leaks during rain-
storms.

» Built-in cabinets
below the windows had
shifted and detached from
the wall.

» The boy’s bath-
room toilets are delivering
dangerously hot water for
the first two hours every
day.

»Room 116 concrete
slab on grade displays
differential settlement at
the construction joint.

» The mechanical
room exterior fascia
screws that attach the
exterior metal panels to

the structure back out
annually resulting in water
ingress during rain.

»The floor drain J
pipeinthekitchen appears
to be cracked and allows
sewer gas to enter into the
kitchen.

» The concession
building concrete slab on
grade had settled over five
inches.

»The football field
surface is inadequately
sloped and ineffective.
It appears to be built on
an unstable and saturated
clay. There are numerous
sunken spots that continue
to settle even though the
holes are filled in season-
ally. There is standing
water along both sides of
the field.

»The softball field’s
grass outfield displays
the same condition as the
adjacent football field.

»The baseball field’s
grass outfield appears to
have inadequate slope
to drain snow melt and
rain fall.

» All exterior exit
door concrete stoops con-
tinue to heave in the
winter, binding the bottom
of the doors and resulting
in a partial opening of the
doors.

Yet after reviewing
the reports for North
Woods and South Ridge in
this most recent meeting,
Engebritson was quick to
pointout additional issues
with wastewater and the
school water towers.
While district officials
and board members alike
have identified a large

number of deficiencies
overthe years, it was clear
from the discussion and
materials presented that
a comprehensive, all-in-
clusive descriptive list of
the problems as they are
today doesn’t exist.

Business manager
Kim Johnson also pointed
out at the meeting that
turnover at the district
has also been a hurdle
in addressing these con-
cerns. The district has had
three different facilities
managers over the past
four years, she said.

Seeking resolution

At the root of these
issues is who will foot
the bill for repairing
the problems at both
schools. Engebritson said
that the contractors and
subcontractors should
bear a large share of the
responsibility, and she
hopes that hiring an attor-
ney who is a specialist
in building construction
issues will give the dis-
trict a leg up in resolving
these issues.

“We talked to Kraus
Anderson and there’s
the fingerpointing thing,
and then some of the
contractors are no longer
inbusiness, so again, it’s
gotten complicated,”
Engebritson said. “They
were agreeable in the
beginning, but nobody’s
taking responsibility.”
Engebritson will report
on the status of retaining
an attorney at an upcom-
ing board meeting.

Cash, lottery tickets, tohacco

products stolen at Fuel and Food
TOWER- With clean-up from last week’s fire at
the fuel pump still underway, Vermilion Fuel & Food
staff are now working to clean up a burglary that was
discovered at 6 a.m. on Wednesday, March 3.
Cashier Tammy Ore unlocked the front door but
quickly left the store after she saw the mess, calling
911 and owner Terry Wagoner. St. Louis County
Sheriffs responded to the scene about 15 minutes

later, she said.

Cash from the safe, lottery tickets, tobacco prod-

ucts, and a laptop that is used to tally cash register
information were all stolen. The cash registers them-
selves were not stolen. The thieves broke in through
the back door and left the same way.

Store manager Julie Johnson said the lottery
tickets are numbered, and the store had reported its
tickets sales the night before, so the stolen tickets can
be tracked, if someone tries to redeem them.

This is the second break-in at the store in six
months.

“I’m an avid rider,” has been less since his

said Larry, who said he
used to put about 5,000
miles a year on his sled,

wife died a few years
ago. The two often vaca-
tioned in the area, both

though his riding time in the winter to ride the

trails, and in the summer
camping at Hoodoo Point
Campground.

While his 2015 Arctic
Cat Sno Pro 7000 was
reduced to a steaming
pile of charred metal, he
otherwise escaped harm,
outside of needing new
gloves, jacket, and pants.
His pants, he said, were
a brand-new pair, and he
joked that perhaps his
Arctic Cat snowmobile
was upset he was wearing
pants from Polaris. The
pants had melted patches
ononeleg. The outer layer
of his jacket was complete-
ly burned off on one side,
but the fire had not gone
through the insulation
layer.

Terry Wagoner,
owner of Fuel and Food,
said they are not sure if
it was the snowmobile or
the dispenser that ignited,
whatmighthave started the
fire, and perhaps not sure
they will never know what

GREENWOOD VOTERS
ONCE AGAIN....

VOTENG

Make Sure:

* Your Clerk is a Township Resident
* Your Clerk Works for YOU, not just the Board
* Your Clerk is not a tool of “Cronyism”

Most of All...

KEEP YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE

\
Paid by John and Joann Bassing

the cause was. Wagoner
reopened his other pumps
thatafternoon after a safety
inspection.

“It’s justfortunate that
nobody was hurt,” said
Wagoner.

Larry was thankful
he wasn’t hurt and was
ready to head back out
on the trails. His group
had brought an extra sled,
and they planned to head
toward Crane Lake that
afternoon.

Fire departments
from Tower, Breitung,
and Greenwood respond-
ed to the scene, along
with Tower Ambulance
and Breitung Police. The
Tower department was
first on scene and knocked
down the flames. Breitung
arrived moments later and
applied foam to prevent
any rekindle. The cause of
the fire is under investiga-
tion and still has not been
determined.

SAVE BIG/»BUY{LOCAL

0% APR FINANCING IS BACK!

2021 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
Crew Cab Short Box LT 4x4

ALL STAR EDITION [=5

MSRP $51,425 BT
Waschke Discount -$1,783 i

Customer Cash -$4,250

Sale Price $45,392

SAVE $6,033 and NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS*
or CHOOSE 0% APR***

MSRP $39,885
Waschke Discount -$1,244
Customer Cash -$3,250

Sale Price $35,391

2021 CHEVROLET BLAZER LT AWD

SAVE $4,494 and NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS*
or CHOOSE 0% APR And $1,400 CASH ALLOWANCE

MSRP $32,840
Waschke Discount -$1,109
Customer Cash -$3,500

Sale Price $28,231

or newer Chevrolet passenger vehicles.

2021 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
LT AWD

SAVE $4,609 and NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS*
or CHOOSE 0% APR AND $2,150 CASH ALLOWANCE***
$1,250 Chevy Loyalty Offer Available***

DISCLOSURES... *120 Day payment deferral AND 3.29% APR up to 72 months with GM Financial
on approved credit. **Chevrolet Loyalty purchase offer for current Chevrolet owners/lessees of 2007
X e S. 0% APR up to 72 months with GM Financial on approved
credit. Not compatible with some other incentives, offers and vehicles. See dealer for details. Tax and
title extra. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 03/31/2021.

PREOWNED VALUES!

2020 Chevrolet Suburban Premier 4x4...0Only 15K Miles!... $60,990
2020 Buick Enclave Avenir AWD......Only 17K Milesl............. $45,990
2020 Chevrolet Malibu LT............
2019 Chevrolet Equinox LT AWD
2019 Nissan Sentra SV........... 37 MPG Highway!.................. $14,490

..... Only 19K Milest............. $18,990

2017 Jeep Renegade Latitude 4x4........Hyper Greenl............ $18,990
2017 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4...0nly 16K Miles!....$25,990
2017 Nissan Rogue SL Sport AWD............. Loaded!.............. $19,990
2016 Ford Escape SEL AWD.......Heated Seats!..................... $11,990
2016 Chevrolet Traverse LTZ AWD.......Fresh Trade Inl......... $18,990
2016 Chrysler 200.......................... 50K Miles!.........ccvvrernne. 10,990
2012 RAM 1500 4x4 WT.........cooeeveen: Only 47K Miles!.............. $18,990

F s

WASCHKE FAMILY
™ CHEVROLET+ COOK

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN « 218-666-5901 « 1-800-238-4545

4
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Enter Our FREE

Easter Shopping Give-Away!
Last Day to enter is Wed., March 24

»

Enter to win when you visit
any of these businesses.

A FREE
$25 Zup’s
Gift Card

will be given away
at each store.*

ORR

Lumber Orr Hardware
Hwy. 53, Orr « 218-757-3142
Pelican Bay Foods

Your handy grocery store on Hwy. 53
Orr Muni

Hwy. 53 in downtown Orr

COOK

Waschke Family Chevrolet
Sales & Service

Cook Building Center
We're at your service

Subway of Cook

Variety - the spice of life

North Star Credit Union
We take pride in our service

1st National Bank

Our specialty: money

TOWER/SOUDAN
Tower-Soudan Agency
Your Independent Agent
Soudan Store

Open daily!

Frandsen Bank-Tower
Main Street, Tower « 218-753-6100
Vermilion Fuel & Food
Tower’s great convenience store

Shop Zup's for
Easter Dining Needs

Stores in Ely, Babbitt,
Tower and Cook

S L

Winners at Orr businesses will receive
a $25 Gift Certificate to Pelican Bay Foods

35 chances to win!

Sponsored by the businesses below, The Timberjay and Zup’s Grocery Stores

Zup’s Tower Grocery
Open 7 days a week * 218-753-2725
Good OF’ Days

Offering Carry-Out » 218-753-6097

Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union

“Not for profit, not for charity, but for service”
218-753-4311

Ubetcha Antiques & Uniques
601 Main St, Tower + 218-753-342

ELY

Dee’s Bar

17 E Sheridan St, Ely + 218-365-3896
Wintergreen Northern Wear
205 E Sheridan St, Ely + 218-365-6602
Frandsen Bank-Ely

102 E Sheridan, Ely « 218-365-6121
Merhar’s Ace Hardware
Your local hardware headquarters

48 E Chapman St, Ely » 218-365-3129
Piragis

105 N Central Ave, Ely « 218-365-6745
Ely Auto

1614 E. Harvey St, Ely » 218-365-5994
“All your car service needs”
Potluck Modern & Vintage
Kitchenware

101 E Chapman + 218-235-6135

lI of Your

Grand Ely Lodge-
Evergreen Restaurant

400 N. Pioneer Rd, Ely + 218-365-6565
Zup’s in Ely

Open 7 days a week

Ely Flower & Seed

Spring planting is right around the corner!
Ely Surplus

Quality goods, Affordable prices
Mealey’s Gift & Sauna Shop
When in Ely, Shop at Mealey’s

Front Porch Coffee & Tea
Offering Carry-out Service

Ely Northland Market
Groceries, meat, deli and produce
Blomberg’s Cenex Store

For all your gas & convenience item needs.

BABBITT

Babbitt Branch-Ely Credit Union

24 Commerce Rd, Babbitt » 218-827-3121
Blomberg’s Cenex Store

For all your gas & convenience item needs.
Zup’s Grocery

Shop for all your holiday needs!

EMBARRASS

Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union
“Not for profit, not for charity, but for service”

FOOD MARKETS

g@.‘% &=




THE TIMBERJAY

March 5, 2021 1B

SPORTS

Serving northern
St. Louis County
since 1989

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Grizzlies’ struggles continue

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- The North Woods
girls donned their home blues for a
Saturday tilt against perennial pow-
erhouse Mt. Iron-Buhl, and they were
singing the blues after the Rangers
ran roughshod over them in a 104-30
blowout.

Left: Hannah Cheney, of North
Woods, fights for control of the
ball. photo by D. Colburn

While the Grizzlies were coming
off a 77-52 win against Northeast
Range,the Rangers were smarting from
a 69-57 loss to Class AA Roseau and
eager to get back on a winning track.

At the outset, the Grizzlies looked
like they might make a game out of
it. Hannah Kinsey hit the game’s first
basketfora2-0lead,and after two MIB
buckets a three-pointer by Helen Koch
gave North Woods a 5-4 lead. Five
minutes into the game, the Grizzlies
looked sharp and locked in as a free
throw from Madison Spears knotted

Left:

The Grizzlies’
T.J. Chiabotti
goes in for a
jump shot in
heavy traffic
during their
recent contest
with Chisholm.

Below:

Darius
Goggleye, of
North Woods
tries to
maintain
control of

the ball under
double
pressure from
Chisholm
defenders.

photos by D. Colburn

BOYS BASKETBALL

NW sputters in 1-3 stretch

Three losses in a week slow once hlgh ﬂymg Grlzzhes

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- With the
North Woods boys basketball
team faltering in three of four
games in the past week, this
stretch might well be referred
to postseason as the “period of
great realignment.”

Entering last Thursday’s
home tilt against Chisholm,
the Grizzlies were flying high
atop Section 7A. Four games
later, North Woods had only
a win against lowly Lakeside

Christian and losses to three of
the other section big dogs, and
had slipped to 9-4 and third in
the section.

Tuesday night’s matchup
at Nashwauk-Keewatin was a
delayed faceoff between teams
that were supposed to square off
in last year’s sectional final for
a berth in the state tournament.
That game and the tournament
never happened, both canceled
due to COVID-19 precautions.

North Woods came out hot

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

by JORDAN PRICE

Contributing Writer

ELY —Ely showed little remorse
for Cook County here on Tuesday,
winning 76-22 on their home hard-
wood. Up 39-13 atthe half, the Wolves
continued to push the gas pedal until
the buzzer sounded.

“After being up 39-13, we con-
tinued to play well defensively in the

Left: Ely’s Harry Simons goes in for
a layup against Cook County.
photo by J. Greeney

second half againsta young opponent,”
said Head Coach Tom McDonald.
Sophomore guard Joey Bianco
had a nice evening with 24 points and
five assists. Emmett Faltesek scored
16 and Harry Simons had 10. Senior
Will Davies added six rebounds and

nine assists.

The blowout win against Cook
County was much needed after a
barnburner last Friday night at home
against South Ridge.

See ELY BOYS..pg. 2B

the score at 6-6.

And then the wheels fell off the
bus.

Seven quick MIB points caused
North Woods Head Coach Liz Cheney
to take a time out,and then the Rangers
reeled off seven more unanswered
points. The 14-0 jump start was just
what the Rangers’ scoring engine
needed to roar into life, and by half-
time the Grizzlies were well in the
rear view mirror, trailing 58-19. MIB

See GIRLS..ppg 2B

GIRLS BASKETBALL

EIy s Sarah Visser drlves around a
defender. photo by J. Greeney

Wolves
showing
promise

by JORDAN PRICE
Contributing Writer

ELY- Ely bounced back from
Monday night’s loss against Chisholm
to beat Cook County at home, 52-45.
Solid defense and hitting key shots down
the stretch were crucial in the biggest
win of the season for the Timberwolves.

“Everyone did what they do well,
contributing to us getting a big win
on our home floor,” said Head Coach
Max Gantt.

Grace Latourell led the Wolves with
22 points while Sarah Visser added 15.
Both hit clutch free throws down the
stretch. Ely also limited their turnovers

See ELY GIRLS...pg. 2B

Raiders
rout NER

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

BABBITT— Greenway never let
the Nighthawks forget who was in charge
during their matchup here last Friday.
The Raiders dominated the hardwood
as they routed Northeast Range 72-17,
one of the Nighthawks’ most lop-sided
losses in an already tough season.

The Nighthawks didn’t help them-
selves,committing 11 fouls in the game.
The Raiders took advantage, going six-
for-six from the charity stripe.

Natalie Nelmark led scoring for the
Nighthawks with six points, followed
by Jenna Smith, with four. Morgan
Bush connected on a three-pointer and
Alli Bee and Maizy Sunblad each had
two points to round out scoring for the
Nighthawks. The Raiders had three
players in double digits on the night.
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HOCKEY

T-Wolves fall 6-3 to Moose Lake Area

Eveleth-Gilbert on March 8, the
Ely varsity closes out the season
at home on Thursday, March 11
against Duluth Marshall. They
will host the Eveleth-Gilbert
Junior Varsity team on March
12. Section 7A playoffs start the
week of March 15.

The Rebels came back with
agoal at 13:27 to make the score
6-2. Ely’s Drew Marolt hit a
one-timer at 16:30 to close out
the night for the Timberwolves.

Ely was 0-2 on power play
chances. The Rebels had one
power play scoring chance. The
Timberwolves took 21 shots on
goal, and Moose Lake took 42
shots against Ely goalie Chase

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

after falling behind 1-0 in the
first, 3-0 in the second, and 5-0
early in the last period.

The Timberwolves’ Wes
Sandy scored an even strength
goal at 5:43 in the final frame
with assists by Kole Macho and
Logan Loe. Macho put the puck
between the pipes at the 7:11
mark with assists by Kadein
Zupancich and Jakson Hegman.

Sandberg. The Timberwolves
were called for one penalty.
Moose Lake was called for two
fouls.

The Timberwolveslost 11-0
to North Shore on Tuesday,
Feb. 23.

Ely was scheduled to visit
International Falls on Thursday,
March4,and Bagley on Saturday,
March 6. Following a visit to

ELY —The Ely High School
hockey team scored three goals
in a 6-3 loss to Moose Lake last
Friday.The young Timberwolves
are still looking for their first win
of the season.

The Timberwolves scored
all their goals in the final period,

GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

opened the second half
with a blistering 23-0 run
before Aleesia Geshick hit
North Woods’ first bucket
of the half. The pace for
the Rangers slowed due to
liberal substitutions and a
running clock,but MIB put
four players in high dou-
ble-figure scoring as they
completed the 104-30rout.

“Our gas tanks ran
out of gas, our lungs ran
out of air, we just kind of

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

from three-point land in
this one, with an opening
trey from Jared Chiabotti
and two triples by Brenden
Chiabotti fueling a 15-12
Grizzlies’ lead going into
a time out. When the
Grizzlies came back on
the floor they torched the
Spartans from beyond
the arc. Five threes in six
possessions on deep solo
salvos from T.J. Chiabotti,
Alex Hartway, and Davis
Kleppe and two from
Jared Chiabotti staked the
Grizzlies to a surprising
14-point lead, 30-16, with
justovereight minutes left
in the half. No Grizzly
would hitanother triple for
the next 14 minutes.

Extending their
defense well into three-
point land, the Spartans
needed only four minutes
to puttogether an emphatic
15-0 answer, taking their
firstlead,31-30,atthe 3:50
mark. But two buckets by
T.J. Chiabotti and two by
Sean Morrison gave North
Woods a 38-33 edge at
the half.

The beginning of the
end for the Grizzlies came
with the score knotted

ELY BOYS...Continued from page 1B

The Wolves show-
cased their shooting talent
early in the game putting
them at a comfortable
lead of 28-14. However,
The Panthers did not back
down.

With 20 seconds left
in regulation, Ely was

ELY GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

in the second-half, which
made the difference. “We
are really improving this
season. We played nine
girls, so this is a true team
win,” said Gantt.

The story wasn’tquite
as glamorous on Monday
night, as the Bluestreaks
handed Ely a 56-42 loss
in Chisholm.

“We didn’t shoot the
ball very well. Chisholm
made shots and we didn’t.
Simple as that,” said Gantt.
“We had open looks, but
just couldn’t convert.”

Rachel Coughlin
had a great game for
the Timberwolves with
18 rebounds, five steals
and five points. Sarah
Visser also had a stellar
evening with 11 points,
eightrebounds, four steals,
four assists, and four
blocks.

“That’s a team we
could see in the playoffs.
Hopefully, if we see them
again, we can shoot it a
little better. As fornow, we
know we can compete with

pooped out really, really
fast,” Cheney said. “That
was probably the fastest
pace and most intense
game that we’ve come up
againstso farthis year. And
we knew it was going to be
that way.”

The Grizzlies played
without injured guard
and floor leader Madi
Dantes, which clearly
posed a problem against
MIB’s swarming pressure

at 51 each with just over
10 minutes to play. Over
the next five minutes the
Spartans connected on four
treys while the Grizzlies
fired blanks on all five
triples they attempted,and
NK forged a 67-56 lead.
The Grizzlies got back to
within five, but no closer,
and when a half-hearted
T.J. Chiabotti three-point-
er sailed wide of the mark
atthe buzzer, North Woods
walked off the court on the
shortend of an 83-73 score.

T.J. Chiabotti led
North Woods with 25
points, followed by Jared
Chiabotti with 13 and
Brendan Chiabotti with 12.

Deer River

Deer River now sits
in the top spot in the
section, riding a 10-game
win streak that includes
an 81-70 win over the
Grizzlies last Friday.

North Woods grabbed
aquick 5-O0leadonatrey by
T.J.Chiabotti and a bucket
by Jared Chiabotti,but five
of Deer River’s first six
baskets were triples as they
bounced back for a 17-10
lead. North Woods trailed

defense, but her presence
may have done little to
alter the outcome. Cheney
said she was pleased with
how Helen Koch stepped
up.

“Madi and Helen are
great together,” Cheney
said. “They complement
each other in the skills
and gifts that they bring
to the team, so we really
miss Madi.”

Kinsey and Spears

each score nine points for
the Grizzlies.

Monday brought an
opportunity to bounce
back against a more even-
ly-matched opponent in
Floodwood,butonce again
the Grizzlies foundered
after a solid start, trailing
33-20 atthe halfand losing
56-36.

Cheney said she
thought the Grizzlies were
going to have a “great

game” after seeing how
the team responded in the
opening minutes.

“Then after those first
four or five minutes we
just flattened out and our
energy tanked,” Cheney
said.

North Woods had an
edge in height, but found it
difficult to take advantage
of it, Cheney said.

“We just really strug-
gled withourinside game,”

she said.

One player did stand
out down low for the
Grizzlies. Spears, the only
one in double figures,
scored 19 of the team’s
36 points.

North Woods will try
to get back on a winning
track in a Monday, March
8 road contest against
Cherry.

by 12 before a basket by
Morrison and an NBA-
range three-pointer by
Brenden Chiabotti cut the
deficit to 37-30 at the half.
A Hartway trey and a
Darius Goggleye bucket
to open the second half
cut the lead to just two,
but that was as close as
the Grizzlies would get,
falling behind by as many
as 17 and losing by 11.
“Poor shooting caught
up with us again,” North
Woods Head Coach Will
Kleppe said. “We brought
a much better level of
energy but just couldn’t
get the shots to fall.”
When all was said and
done in this rough-and-
tumble affair, free throws
were the difference. Deer
River held a scant two-
point edge from the field
butwent 18-0f-27 fromthe
charity stripe on 22 North
Woods fouls. The Grizzlies
gottothelineonly 16 times
and shot just 56 percent in
knocking down nine.
Goggleye was the
leading scorer in a losing
cause,collecting 15 points,
and T.J. Chiabotti tallied
14.

“DeerRiverisaquality
team and well coached,”
Kleppe said. “With their
size and speed they are
goingtobeafavorite going
into the tournament.”

Chisholm

It was Chisholm that
knocked the Grizzlies
downanotchlast Thursday
in a see saw come-from-
behind thriller, 64-63.

North Woods went
from being down nine,
27-18,midway through the
first half to being up 10 in
the second, 47-37.

But Chisholm fought
back, and with 14 seconds
left T.J. Chiabotti stepped
to the line for a one-and
one to protect a razor-thin
63-62 Grizzlies lead. His
first attempt clanked hard
off the back of the rim
and ricocheted into the
hands of a Bluestreaks
rebounder. Racing down
the court, Bryce Warner
hit the go-ahead shot
with six seconds to go,
and a desperation running
one-hander by Chiabotti
glanced off the rim to
seal aheartbreaking 64-63
defeat.

“We had chances in
the second half to put it
away, but breakdowns on
both sides of the ball were
our downfall,” Kleppe
said. “When every team
gives you their best game
you can’t have that. We
were very flat and got
outhustled.”

Chisholm had the
hot hands in this one,
outshooting the Grizzlies
53 percent to 36 percent.
Forced to shoot from
outside much of the night,
North Woods put up 30
three-point shots but made
only seven.

Goggleye led North
Woods scorers on his
birthday with 18 points.
T.J. Chiabotti scored 13,
Jared Chiabotti knocked
down 11, and Brenden
Chiabotti had 10.

Monday’s 87-39 road
win against Lakeview
Christian Academy was
the sole bright spot in the
four-game stretch. With
a decided edge in height
and talent, the Grizzlies
took command early by
pushing the ball inside and
led 54-19 at the half.

MostofT.J.Chiabotti’s
26 points came frominside

up three points, but not
for long, as South Ridge
came down the court and
hit a three to tie it back up.
The Timberwolves had a
chance to end it in regula-
tion, but the Panthers’6’7”
post player blocked a shot
at the rim.

them,” said Gantt.

Ely’s schedule hasn’t
been easy, as last Friday
they played Cherry, the
12th ranked team in the
state and the odds-on
favorite for the Section 7A
crown. While the Wolves
fell 76-49, Gantt said he
was pleased with what
he saw.

“Our best basketball
of the year was the first
half. We were only down
42-30. We did a nice job
of attacking the basketball,
attacking their pressure,
and creating offense for
one another,” said Gantt.

Grace LaTourell
scored 18 points, includ-
ing four treys. Sarah Visser
notched a double-dou-
ble, with ten points, 12
rebounds, three steals,and
three blocks. Madeline
Kallberg also contributed
with eight points and six
boards.The Timberwolves
also added a note-worthy
nine blocks as a team.

“We left knowing
we can compete with the

“We played well in
overtime and hit enough
free throws to win the
game. I thought our guys
defended well throughout
the night against a team
that was bigger than us
at every position,” said
McDonald.

Senior guard Emmett
Faltesek carried the team
onthenight with 27 points.
He was 4-6 from the two-
point range and 6-10 on
threes. Will Davies added
12 points and Joey Bianco
had 11 points and nine
assists.

best teams when we play
well. It was a confidence
boost and shows how good
we can be in the future if
we keep progressing and
working hard,” said Gantt.
The Wolves played
their besthalf of basketball
against Cherry justone day
after beating the Mariners,
61-14, in Silver Bay.
Sarah Visser had a
double-double with 12
points, ten rebounds, and
nine steals— just missing
a triple-double. Madeline
Kalberg, also on fire, had
17 points and ten boards
for her own double-dou-
ble. Grace LaTourell put
up 21 points, including

TVeEars Original”
/
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $599%

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

Put on your TV-Ears’

...and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.
Rechargeable Battery

TV-EARS

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

Call 1-833-406-1748

M-F 6am—6pm PST

15 from beyond the arc, to
lead her team in scoring.

“We started a little
slow but our defense got
us going with some easy
shots. After we caught a
rhythm and started knock-
ing down shots, we pulled
away handily. Hopefully,
we can continue to knock
down shots as we keep
moving forward,” said
Gantt.

The Wolves will host
Northeast Range next
Monday, March 8, at 7:15
pm.

WIRELESS

The Timberwolves
host North Woods on
Friday, at 7:15 pm. They
travel to Nashwauk-
Keewatin on Saturday,
with a 2 p.m. start.

the paint — he hit six
free throws and no treys.
Goggleye was hot on his
heels, hitting 11-of-19
from the field and scoring
25 points. Morrison added
10.

The Grizzlies hit 55
percent of their shots,
scoring 70 points inside the
lane, and they went 11-of-
14 at the free throw line.

“We were able to
start fast, go up 8-0, and
then opened the game
up,” Kleppe said. “It was
a good outing against a
young team.”

The 9-4 Grizzlies
have four regular season
games left to maintain
or improve upon their
third-place position in the
section, but they’1l also be
focused on helping ateam-
mate achieve a personal
milestone. After collecting
six points in Tuesday’s
game, Darius Goggleye
is just 27 shy of reaching
1,000 career points. He’ll
have his next opportunity
to eclipse that mark when
North Woods hits the road
to play Ely on Friday.

RANGE JEWELRY
& GIFTS

“A Gift For Every Occasion”

* In-store jewelry

& watch'repair
 Cash for

Gold & Silver

* SISU JEWELRY
OPEN: Tues-Sat 9-5

218-827-2515
Babbitt Shopping Center

IJOEWOOﬁDS

FQ-ICNDG /

OF “THE j

Voting/Judging: May 6-May 29
$10 entry fee per photo, no limit
Students, up to 3 photos free

(Categories: Adult, Student)
PRIZES Awarded by
;ﬁet People’s Choice
i i

FUN PHOTO CONTEST

7 J&TS..) happy, hopeful, peaceful.
Entry deadline: Saturday, May 1, 2021

Enter your best 5x7, 8x10 or 8x12

Images that make you

Mail entries to:

PO Box 44, Cook, MN 55723
Or deliver to Gallery at:
210 S River St, Cook
Hours: Thur-Fri 10-4, Sat 9-1
Details at nwfamn.org
and our Facebook page

\

‘ b 3l Accreoiren

BBB BUSINESS

At

gNATIONAL

—DEBT RELIEF—

BE DEBT FREE
IN 24-48 MONTHS!

If you owe more than $10,000 in
credit card or other debt, see how
National Debt Relief can resolve your debt
for a fraction of what you owe.

Call today:
1-844-205-5439
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Gook mill hypassed again
for siding expansion

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- During a strong new housing
and remodeling market and steadily
increasing demand for its SmartSide trim
and siding, Nashville-based LP Solutions
recently announced that they will begin
converting two of their oriented strand
board mills to make the product, bypass-
ing for now the Cook mill they acquired
in 2016 for possible future development.
“To supply the growing demand for LP
SmartSide Trim and Siding, LPannounced
a multi-year siding production capacity
expansion plan to convert our Houlton,
Maine, mill to manufacture SmartSide,
likely followed by the conversion of our
Sagola, Mich., OSB mill,” said LP Senior
Manager of Corporate Communications
Breeanna Straessle.

Starting with the Houlton site will
help the company to better penetrate East
Coast markets, Straessle said.

“Construction is expected to start this
summer,” she continued, “with SmartSide
production likely beginning in early 2022.
Although the precise timing for LPSagola’s
conversion has yet to be determined, if
demand for SmartSide continues to grow
at historic rates, we will need to initiate
work on the conversion soon after siding
production begins at Houlton.”

That timeline likely pushes a decision
on the Cook facility out until at least 2023,
and when those discussions happen Cook
won’t be the only option in the mix.

“There remains a long runway for
further siding growth, with several poten-
tial expansions of existing facilities and
other conversion opportunities,” Straessle
said.

Those comments were amplified in
a February investors meeting where one
investor’s question about the Cook and
Val-d’Or mills was answered by CEO
Brad Southern.

“We do own a nice plant site in Cook,
as you know, and we own a facility in Val-
d’Or, Québec,” Southern said. “We also
have an OSB mill in Maniwaki, Québec,
that uses aspen and then we have Peace
Valley. We also have expansion oppor-
tunities within our current mill network.
Finally, there are other people that own
OSB mills in aspen wood baskets that
we have periodic conversations with. All
of those will be on the table as we think
beyond the Sagola conversion. It’s gotten
toapointnow with our growth where every
couple of years we’re going to be needing
to do one of these. So, it’s a very active
conversation and all options will remain
available to us.”

Hopes were high in 2016 that LP
Solutions would soon reopen the mill in
Cook that was shuttered by Ainsworth in
2008. But rather than build out the Cook
mill or convert another newly acquired
idle OSB mill in Val-d’Or, Quebec, the
company decided to convert its Dawson

8 out

Creek, BC, mill to siding to more quickly
capitalize on the growing market for
SmartSide products.

Lastyear LP Solutions added capacity
by acquiring production facilities in Green
Bay, Wis., and Granite City, Ill.

Under Southern’s leadership,convert-
ing lower-return OSB sites to higher-return
siding sites has literally paid dividends, as
he reported in February that LP Solutions
hadeclipsed its three-year financial goals a
year ahead of schedule. Projected demand
reinforced the need to bring additional
siding production capacity on quickly.

“As you all know, the housing and
repair and remodel markets that LP serves
continue to show remarkable resiliency
despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
and demand for our products has remained
very strong,” Southern told investors.
Quarter four was another record for
SmartSide as sales increased by 30 percent.
OSB prices remained exceptionally high
throughout the quarter. It was a very strong
ending to a uniquely challenging year that
leaves LP well positioned for continued
growth.”

One potential drawback for the Cook
millis the time it would take to build out the
facility and getitinto production,estimated
by company officials in 2017 to be about
two years. As the announced plans for the
Maine facility suggest, a conversion of an
operational facility can take half as much
time and have lower overall costs.

However, one aspect of the Cook
facility that could play into its long-term
prospects is its size. While a press would
have to be designed and built for optimal
production, one production line at Cook
could produce 400 million square feet of
siding, past estimates indicate. That would
be about 77 percent of the announced com-
bined gain in production from the Houlton
and Sagola conversions. Officials have
said in the past that the Cook site could
accommodate a second production line.
Key to any future decisions about produc-
tion capacity will be for SmartSide to gain
an increasing share of the trim and siding
market, continued strong demand in the
new housing and remodeling markets, and
the performance of the OSB and engineered
wood products segments of LP’s business.

Cook’s hopes will likely rest on
Southern being able to repeat annually the
optimistic picture he painted for investors
in February.

“Each of these initiatives will accel-
erate LP’s ongoing transformation, grow
our portfolio of SmartSide and Structural
Solutions, and improve our operational
agility as we meet increasing customer
demand,” Southern said. “This acceleration
of our growth and value creation strategy
will build on LP’s growing momentum
as we transform into a building solutions
leader.”
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Rohert C. Simpson

Robert C. Simpson,
88, of Cook, passed away
on Saturday, Feb. 27,
2021. A memorial visita-
tion will be held from 3 to
5 p.m.on Sunday, March 7
atMlaker Funeral Home in
Cook. The family requests
that those attending wear
masks and be mindful of
social distancing.

Robert was born
to Robert R. and Lura
(Houston) Simpson on
Nov.4,1932,inGraceville.
He grew up in Bear River
and attended school at
Grand Rapids Ag School.
Inhishigh school years, he
was a member of the Glee
Club and played basket-
ball. Robert married Hope
Keister on Aug. 25, 1956,
in Hibbing. He entered
the U.S. Army in 1953
and served honorably for
two years.

Robert was a
hard-working man and
wore many hats over the
years to provide aliving for
his family. He worked in
the logging business, was
a carpenter, and managed
the City of Cook Liquor
Store for 15 years. He was
a talented mechanic and
carpenter, building many

houses over the years for
himself and his family.
Robert and Hope trav-
eled most of the United
States, Alaska, Mexico
and Canada. He was a
member of the Masons,
the American Legion, the
Voyageurs ATV Club and
a founding member of
the Cook Timberwolves
Snowmobile Club. Robert
enjoyed hunting, fishing,
four-wheeling, building,
and especially snowmobil-
ing.The annual “Littlefork
Splash” was anticipated
every year. His pride and
joy was a 50 ft. houseboat
that he built along with
family members, especial-
ly grandson Zachary. His
favorite times were spent
with family and friends.
He was a straightforward
person with a steel-grip
handshake, yet was gentle
and tender when holding
his grandchildren.
Robert is survived
by his loving wife, Hope
Simpson; children, Loann
Trygg, Brad (Connie)
Simpson, Lynn (Steve)
Polich and Troy (Dawn)
Simpson; grandchildren,
Scott (Michelle) Trygg,
Tracy (Greg)
LaPatka, Josh Polich,
Zachary (Paige) Polich,
Bo (Carissa) Simpson,
Brenna (John) Simpson
and Brynn Simpson;
great-grandchildren,
Jasmine Trygg, Logan
Luecken, Lexiss Trygg,
JalenMiskowitzandTeagan
Simpson; brothers, Donald
(Becky) Simpson and
Evan (Carol) Simpson;
sisters, Tarsia Nichols,
Karen (Al) Bober, Linda
(Mike) Miakke and Marsha
Brown; and numerous

nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,Robert
(1991) and Lura (1994);
son,Doyle Graham (1969);
granddaughter, Brooke
Ann Simpson (2001);
sisters, Arlys Jensen and
Lura Marie Metsa; and
brothers-in-law, John
Metsa and Joseph Brown.

Tracy R.
Podpeskar

Tracy Rae Podpeskar,
43, a lifelong resident of
Virginia, passed away
unexpectedly on Friday,
Dec.4,2020. A public vis-
itation will be held from 11
a.m.to 1 p.m.on Saturday,
March 6 at Bauman-Cron
Funeral Home in Virginia.
Tracy’s family will hold
a private family funeral
service. Bill Bauman will
officiate the funeral service
at Bauman-Cron Funeral
Home and interment will
be in Calvary Cemetery
in Virginia.

In lieu of flowers,
please direct memorial
contributions to the Tracy
Podpeskar Memorial Fund
at Frandsen Bank, 501
Chestnut St., Virginia, MN
55792.

Tracy is survived by
her mother, Mary (“Papa
Richie”) Podpeskar of
Virginia; daughters,
Jordan Skalko and Hayden
Skalko, both of Virginia;
brother, Jay Podpeskar of
Britt; uncle and aunt,James
and Polly Podpeskar of
Lake Vermilion - Tower;
the father of her chil-
dren, Justin Skalko of
Minneapolis; extended
family and many dear
friends.

NOW HIRING

Full-Time & Part-Time
@ CASHIERS W

At Vermilion Fuel & Food in Tower
and Soudan’s Only Store

Vermilion Fuel & Food: hiring for evening and weekend shifts
Soudan’s Only Store: hiring for afternoon and weekend shifts

Can work at one or both locations

Stop by either store for
an application or call Terry at:

218-750-6566

Vermilion Fuel & Food, open daily,
6am.—9p.m.

Soudan’s Only Store,

open daily,

Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. — 6 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m. — 6 p.m.

WE ARE

HIRING

Scenic é{}{ivers
—Clinics—
COVID-19 Testing Available

Curbside COVID-19 testing available Mon-Fri at our Cook and
Tower Clinics. If you have symptoms of COVID-19 or have been
exposed to COVID-19 through someone with a known positive
test result, please call to schedule a testing appointment.

Testing will not be completed without an appointment.
Scenic Rivers will not bill patients for testing,
Insurance coverage will be processed when available.

Cook Medical and Cook D 1
Behavioral Health T
20 5th St SE

Open Monday - Saturday Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5941 (218) 666-5958

Tower Medical, Dental, and Behavioral Health
5N 2nd St Suite 2 Npedical /BH: (218) 753-2405

Former High School Building
O Mondy - Tl Dental: (218) 753-6061

1-877-541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

[ata bazed on the 2019 Minnesota Student Sursey of the following participating

schoots within Northern 5t Louis County: Chisholm, Ely, Hibbing, Virginia, Mt Iron-
Buhl, 5t, Louis County, and Mesabi East These data include Grades 8,9, & 11,
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24 Hour Emergency Care
Available Through
Cook Hospital
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Our lives in the

S Northwoods

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL —
Preliminary results of a new
study by the Department
of Natural Resources, find
that deer across Minnesota,
including in St. Louis County,
are showing the presence of
neonicotinoid pesticides in
their systems.

Neonicotinoids, often
referred to as “neonics,” are

WILDLIFE AND PESTICIDES

Study finds “neonics” in deer across the state

Every region of the state, including the North Country, showing presence of neonicotinoids in deer spleens

the most widely used class of
insecticides worldwide and
are found in more than 500
commercial and domestic
products in the U.S. They
are present in a wide array
of products used for insect
control in homes, gardens,
yards, and crops, as well as
on pets.

The study sampled 800
deer spleens, provided by
hunters from around the state,
looking for the presence of

neonics. The pesticides were
found in 61 percent of the
samples tested, and some
deer permit areas in northern
St. Louis County had an even
higher detection rate. Deer
permit area 176, for example,
located south of Hwy. 1 and
west of Hwy. 135, had six
of seven sample spleens
tested come back positive
for neonics. While hunters
in most other permit areas
in St. Louis County sent few

Right: A new study
suggests whitetail deer,
even here in the North
Country, are showing the
presence of a common
type of pesticide in their
systems.

samples (most had just one
or two samples submitted)
positive tests were found in

CONN ECTIONS

A discovery of hemlock

Knowledge, mimicry, and the cycles of life and death

by PETER M. LESCHAK
Contributing Writer

wodecades agoIdecided

I to identify every wild-

flower that grows on

our forty acres of northern

Minnesota woods. It seemed

unmindful, even disrespectful,

to be ignorant of the names of
all those fleeting beauties.

At first it was a bonanza. I
spent hours bumping from one
plant to the next as blossoms
unfurled in spring. My igno-
rance was stimulating, every-
thing was novel. Not until you

the leaves and stems, apparently
without harm, but they have
been killed by pulling up the
plants and eating the roots.”
Another guide also noted its
toxicity, and the fact its tubers
have been mistaken for parsnips
or other edibles “with fatal
results....The plant is [related]
to Poison Hemlock, the plant
used to poison Socrates.”
Final analysis required
exposure of those notorious
roots. I dug at the base of the
stem and drew the tubers from
the soil. They looked like a

actually search _ clutch Oj rrlilln
do you realize FOHOWlng Lal?llli' Etlh 61;
what you S5
haven't been  these threads of may've even
icing, and : . . :
2o hes few our relationships if ! hadn'
) rea the
:zyshgsg r;zend SErves as I‘emlnder guidebooks.
' 5. 1e But what t
I'HOW e that we can't hV@ d(;l Wi‘thllltﬁemo?
nize a hundred } . o
flowers, all without destroying ., qon a
found within i A N
a quarter-mile Other hfe. toxin on the

of the cabin at

some point in the snow-free
season. But as years passed, it
became rare to discover a new
species.

So one July morning I
was thrilled to meet a stranger.
The flower was growing in our
roadside ditch, and I glimpsed
it from the window of the truck
-- actually drove by before
braking: wait a second, that
wasn’t cow parsnip. I backed
up and recognized the need to
fetch my field guides.

A few minutes later I knelt
beside a three-foot tall plant,
ticking off the relevant features.
Sinceitresembled a member of
afamily Iknew (parsnip),it was
relatively easy to find a match,
though the flowers, leaves, and
stem placed it with the parsleys.
I homed in on an ID: water
hemlock. A Minnesota guide
called it “Our most poisonous
plant....Children have died from
eating a small piece of Water
Hemlock root....Cattle can eat

ground to

perhaps be
ingested by a deer or a dog. [
considered re-burying them, but
an animal might be attracted to
disturbed soil and do their own
digging.

So,Icutthe tubers fromthe
stem and brought them home,
thinking to drop them in the
garbage or chuck them in the
wood stove. But I was sud-
denly reluctant to discard the
root, entranced by an image of
Socrates quaffing the hemlock
brew, executed for questioning
the assumptions of his society.
I felt morbidly vigorous in pos-
sessing a poison I’d exhumed
from the ground, like a shaman
or wizard. A few days before,
I’d seen two amanita muscaria
mushrooms sprouting beside
the path to the lake. They are
also lovely and toxic, and with
a couple of jars I could start a
collection, have potent speci-
mens lined up on a high shelf
like a sorcerer’s laboratory at

Clockwise from top left:

The flower of the deadly
poisonous water hemlock;
a whitetail doe, a scarab
beetle, and the leaves of the
water hemlock.

Hogwarts. Though,itshould be
said,I have no victims in mind.

The urge to preserve the
root was spurred by the joy
of discovery and learning,
and yes, by the real power of
knowledge.It’s areason people
collect specimens of almost
everything. A little curiosity, a
little digging, and a field guide
— the latter being handy for
avoiding the perils of trial and
error in this case — had given
me the capability to kill sur-
reptitiously. (Leaving aside the
potential difficulties of actual
administration of an effective
dose, and the prospect of along
prison term.)

Appropriately, I happened
to be reading biologist Bernd
Heinrich’s engaging book
Life Everlasting: The Animal
Way of Death. Heinrich is a
legendary observer, and E.O.
Wilson, no slouch regard-
ing research, has called him
“one of the finest naturalists
of our time.” A subject of
Heinrich’s work has been dung
beetles, of the scarab family.
There are many hundreds of
species that harvest excrement
from such as cows (here in
Minnesota) and elephants, and
rollitinto balls, inside of which
they encase their larva. They
bury it, the dung providing
shelter and nourishment for
the larva, which pupates inside.
Eventually a beetle rises from
the ground, or “from the grave”
as it were. The University of
Minnesota Extension Service
notes dung beetle behavior can
significantly contribute to soil
fertility and the mitigation of
livestock pests.

This beguiling process
was noticed by our ancient
ancestors, perhaps offering
hints about the nature of life

and death. Most notable, at
least in the context of the dung
beetle, were the Egyptians, to
whom, Heinrich notes, “...the
dung scarab beetle represented
Khepri, the sacred scarab that
rolled Ra, the sun god, up into
the sky in the morning.” The
ability of insects to metamor-
phose —a seeming resurrection
— provided observers more
than metaphor. It’s probably
no accident that Egyptian
mummies resemble the pupa of
ascarab beetle,and thatcorpses
so-wrapped were provided
with food “in a dark, concealed
chamber with a long tunnel
(such as that dug by scarab
beetles)...” — Heinrich. During
the embalming process — end
of the “larval” stage? — the
Egyptians usually excised the
corpse’s heart and replaced
it with a carved scarab. A
Minnesota junebug, member
of the scarab family, affords
you an image.

It’s no revelation that we
learn from watching the natural
world, and while no mummies
have emerged, vibrant, from
their “pupas,” I admire the keen
observation that inspired the
ancients to mimic the life cycle
of dung beetles. After all, if it
worked for the bugs....

Via such mimicry I once
fooled a whitetail doe. In a
patch of scrub oak growing on

See HEMLOCK..,pg. 5B

WHITETAILS

WSI readings
could end
up the lowest
in 25 years

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
REGIONAL —March has

come in like a lamb, and that’s
more good news for the region’s
deer herd, which is experiencing
one of its easiest winters in years.
While the mid-February cold snap
was the longest in half a century,
cold temperatures alone don’t
provide much of a challenge for
whitetail deer, according to DNR
biologists. That’s why the Winter
Severity Index, or WSI, could
well finish up at the lowest level
in nearly a quarter century.

As of March 1, the WSI
readings across northern St. Louis
County are running in the mid-30s
and,based on the current extended
forecast, there’s little reason to
expect the winter’s final index
reading to go much higher. The
index adds a point for each day
with at least 15 inches of snow on
the ground and each day with a
below-zero temperature reading.
This winter’s remarkable snow
drought has left most parts of the
region with zero snow points on
the index so far, and there’s little
sign in the forecast that a major
snowfall is in the cards through
atleast mid-March. Temperatures
are forecast toremain mild as well,
which should preclude any addi-
tional points based on below-zero
temperatures. Without deep snow,
deer can move about easily, either
to target quality winter browse or
elude predators.

In the past 25 years, only
the winter of 1997-98 — which
finished the season with a WSI
reading of just 24 points — ended
up with a final reading below 40.

Snow depths across north-
ern St. Louis County ranged
from eight-14 inches as of
Monday, with at least three
days of above-freezing daytime
temperatures since. Highs are
expected to reach the mid-forties
on Sunday, with continued mild
weather expected for Monday
into Tuesday.

The late winter can often pose
challenges for deer, as crusted
snow can allow predators to travel
atop the snowpack, while deer
typically break through, yet the
limited snow cover this year is
reducing the impact of crusted
conditions. And limited snow
cover melts more quickly as bare
ground is exposed sooner under
trees and on open south-facing
slopes. Once bare ground is
exposed, the intensifying sun
quickly eats away at remaining
SNOW cover.

If mild conditions continue

See WSl...pg. 5B
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REGIONAL —The
Department of Natural
Resources is reminding
anglers that the dead-
line to remove perma-
nent fish houses from
Minnesota lakes is coming
up. Although the coldest
spell of winter occurred
just a couple weeks ago,
fish house removal dead-
lines are set in state statute
and are notdependentupon
seasonal conditions.

In the northern one-
third of the state, the dead-
line is the end of the day
Monday, March 15. The
removal deadline for fish
houses on border waters
between Minnesota and
Canada is March 31.

“Anglers need to
plan ahead and make
sure they’re able to meet
the deadline,” said DNR
Conservation Officer Leah
Kampa. “And don’t just
remove your fish house —
make sure you clean up
everything around it and
leave only an impression
intheice or snow. It’s been
heartening this winter to
see people’s willingness

Ely area

Eelpout fishing was
excellent for many anglers
this last weekend, with the
peak of the spawn hap-
pening right now. Anglers
have been finding them in
15-40 feet of water, right
on top of sunken islands.
Heavy pout pounders,
loaded up with minnow
pieces and pounded on the
bottom, have been very
effective.

Interest in crappies is

to clean up the litter other
peopleleave,butit’s unfor-
tunate some people don’t
take the time to clean up
after themselves.”

Anyone who’s caught
leaving litter — including
any part of a fish house —
on the lake may be cited
for littering.

If shelters aren’t
removed by the deadline,
owners will be prosecut-
ed and structures may be
confiscated and removed
or destroyed by a conser-
vation officer.If conditions
or other circumstances
are making it difficult for
people to meet the dead-
line, they should contact
their local conservation
officer to explain the sit-
uation.

The removal deadline
does not mean anglers no
longer can use fish houses
on the ice. After the dead-
line, fish houses may still
be ontheice,butthey must
be occupied if they’re out
between midnight and
one hour before sunrise.
Shelters may not be left or
stored at public accesses.

growing as warmer temps
come to the area. Anglers
have been having very
mixed results yet. The
majority of anglers are still
finding crappies largely
scattered, still over 20-30
feet of water and largely
inactive. Wax worms and
small crappie minnows
tipped on small jigs have
been most effective on
these neutral to negative
fish.

Courtesy Arrowhead
Outdoors, Ely

Ely Hi Lo
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HEMLOCK...Continued from page 4B

bare rock, where I’d been treading
almost silently, the deer materi-
alized from cover and froze. We
were near Devil’s Cascade in the
Boundary Waters Wilderness. She
was fifteen yards away and stared at
me, ears twitching. I was also still,
staring back, when a light breeze
brushed an oak leaf against my
cheek. It sparked an idea. I slowly
turned my head, snatched a leaf
with my teeth, pulled it loose, and
made a show of chewing. The doe
stepped closer, and I repeated the
move, acting like a harmless her-
bivore. She continued to approach
—curious? puzzled? hungry? —until
we were only twenty feet apart. I
was hunting bear and happened
to have a rifle in my hands. As an
experiment I raised the weapon to
my shoulder and aimed. The doe

STUDY ...Continued from page 4B

130, where a single sample came
back negative.

The DNR launcheditsresearch
project in late 2019, following
a study conducted on captive
deer in South Dakota that raised
concerns about potential adverse
effects of neonicotinoid exposure,
including reduced fawn survival.
Further analysis is required to deter-
mine if the levels of exposure
seen are high enough to adversely
affect deer health. Additional study
results related to exposure levels
will be available this spring.

WSI...Continued from page 4B

in the remaining weeks of winter, it
bodes well for strong fawn produc-
tion, and that could be the start of
a recovery of the deer herd, which
has been diminished by a string
of moderate-to-severe winters. “A
couple consecutive years of strong
fawn production is the prescription
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didn’t budge. Only when I spoke —
“I’m teasing you!” — did she bolt.
So,if you’re stalking prey and have
lostthe advantage of stealth,imitate
herbivores.

Following these threads of our
relationships serves as reminder
that we can’tlive without destroying
other life. It’s how the biosphere
functions; we can’t change it. But
we can acknowledge and respect
those lives, can learn who and
what they are, can take only what
we need, can express our gratitude
with admiration and enumeration.
My list of wildflower species (many
ofthemedible)is atestament. There
is joy in that.

Perhaps this lesson could’ve
been a fit topic for Socrates. The
philosopher and teacher left no writ-
ings,buthis legacy was transmitted

by others. Diogenes Laertius wrote
of him: “Often when looking at a
mass of things for sale, he would
say to himself, ‘How many things
having the
fewest wants, I am nearest to the
gods.””

Well, that’s no stimulus for
the Gross Domestic Product.
Small wonder they gave him the
hemlock. But I'm sympathetic to
his message. For much of my fun,
all that’s required is time, attention,
and guidebooks. And sometimes a
little mimicry.

Peter M. Leschak is the author
of Hellroaring, Trial by Wildfire,
Ghosts of the Fireground, and The
Snow Lotus,among others.He lives
in Side Lake, and is a regular con-
tributor to the Timberjay.

“We wanted to know if wild
deer in natural settings are being
exposed to neonics and if certain
habitat types had a higher risk,”
said Michelle Carstensen, DNR’s
wildlife health program supervisor.
“Minnesota is a great place to ask
this question, as deer are dispersed
across the forest, farmland, prai-
ries, and urban landscapes.”

While these preliminary
data focused on deer, Minnesota
Department of Health believes there
is likely little-to-no human health
risk for consuming venison from

deer that may have been exposed
toneonicotinoids. These early find-
ings suggest concentrations found
in the deer spleen samples were
far below the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s allowable
levels for consumption of other
foods, like fruit or beef, that may
have neonic residue.

The Minnesota DNR is plan-
ning additional sampling this
fall and is exploring future
research options on neonicotinoids
in wildlife.

for population recovery, barring a
severe winter in the mix,” said Tom
Rusch, DNR wildlife manager for
the Tower work area. “Snow depth
and duration of winter is the most
critical factor in deer survival in
northeastern Minnesota.”

Even so, Rusch notes that one

mild winter likely won’t be enough
to allow deer populations torecover
to levels of several years ago.
“Back-to-back deep snow winters
pushed us into this population
decline and it will take more than
one mild winter for the herd to get
out,” he said.
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¢ Continental Breakfast
+ Affordable Off-Season Rates

Handmade ghcts from the Past to the Prcscnt

Classes * Custom Orders
Weaving ° Felting * Quilting
Needle Arts

Open Monday & Tuesday from 10-4
7148 Cty Rd 715, Embarrass, MN 55732
218-741-1536 or 218-750-0475 (cell)
www.finnishethniccreations.com ..
debwiitanen.etsy.com o

KLUN LAW FIRM

Direction. Guidance. Resulis.

+ On the Taconite Snowmobile Trail
* Near Giants Ridge Ski Resort

RENT THE ENTIRE INN!
(call for rate)

L4
¥
»
»
.4
¥
gy »
iy : .
1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 ¢ Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221 + 218-365-5866 Fax
www.klunlaw.com

218.753.2333 * 30 Center St., Soudan MN I-i «m\
vermilionparkinn@gmail.com « vermilionparkinn.com F

Volunteer Driver
PROGRAM

We're Looking For Volunteer Drivers to Transport People to/from Medical Appointments
About the Program

#ZRAARROWHEAD
@ TRANSIT

What do volunteer drivers do?

Volunteer drivers provide individuals in need of
transportation with a means of getting to and
from medical appointments.

Do volunteer drivers receive reimbursement?
All volunteer drivers are reimbursed at the
maximum federal mileage rate. Mileage is
reimbursed from the time the drivers leave

their home until they return home.

Who qualifies to be a volunteer driver?

Anyone who is:

* Age 21 or older

* Has a valid driver’s license

* Has proof of insurance

* Has a clean driving record

* Has not had a suspended license or DWI
within the past 3 years

* Has had no felony convictions

What type of insurance coverage must

a volunteer driver have?

A volunteer driver is required to provide enough
insurance to allow them to drive legally in the
state of Minnesota.

What type of vehicle can be used?

The vehicle must be safe, dependable and clean.
Volunteer drivers use all different types of
vehicles from small subcompacts to large SUVs.

scott.olson@aeoa.org.

How can | become a
volunteer driver?

Call Transportation Coordinator:
Scott Olson at: (218)735-6886

or




6B Mmarch 5, 2021 THE TIMBERJAY

PUBLIC NOTICES King Crossword

CITY OF TOWER Sealed Bids Due Sunday, ACROSS

CALL FOR SEALED BID ~ March 21,2021 ; i T T T 5 19 To 11
1995 Polaris T o feloueeory | Bearville Township 1 Penee
Big Boss UTV PO Box 576, Tower. MN Annual Town Meeting 4 Tousle

Chain Drive, Mileage 3,070 Eéisgsggben Monday. March 22 Tuesday March 9. 2021 8 Labvrinth

ﬁolddassis, Whgre is 2021 at Council N)I/‘eeting ’ ’ ’ y

szdzfuﬁl‘gié'rfsén . o _ The Annual Town Meeting for Bearville | 12 Altar constel-

Questions, call Bon o | Puplshed inihe Tmoeriay.  f Township will be held on Tuesday, March 09, |ation

218-410-9736 e ' ' 2021, beginning at 6:30 pm at the Bearville 13 | 's el

Minimum bid: $400 Town Fire Hall, to set the levies, and to 3 Isaac's eldest

CITY OF
TOWER
OPENING

Opening on ad-hoc Blight
Ordinance Review Committee. Looking for
citizen volunteer to help develop a city blight
plan and budget. Apply online at cityoftower.
com/positions-available or at clerk.treasur-
er@cityoftower.com.

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 26, March 5, 12, 2021

EMPLOYMENT

Pike River Hatchery -
Hatchery Laborers

The Tower Fisheries Office of the MN
Department of Natural Resources is seeking
to fill night watch laborer positions at the
walleye hatchery. These temporary positions
are 40 hrs per week, include weekends and
last up to 8 weeks. Experience in hatchery
operations, fisheries, or outdoor work; minor
repair of plumbing and mechanical systems;
previous night watch work; record-keeping
skills; attention to detail; and ability to com-
municate to the public are all desirable.

Must be able to follow instructions, withstand
adverse environmental conditions, and lift up
to 50 Ibs. Apply online using keyword 44083
at https://mn.gov/mmb/careers/ by March 12.

For more information, contact Edie Evarts,
Area Fisheries Supervisor, 612-669-0723 or
edie.evarts@state.mn.us. 3/5

SEEKING PART-TIME MANAGER
ELY-WINTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The  Ely-Winton  Historical

Society, located in the Fine Arts

wing of Vermilion Community

College, is seeking a manager

* _ for the day-to-day operation of
BRI {he Ely-Winton Historical Society
office and museum. Duties include responding to
oral and written communications received, over-
seeing the Society’s artifacts, displays, videos,
books, and festivals, coordinating research with
the public, grant writing, and communicating with
both Vermilion Community College and the Ely
Chamber of Commerce. Computer literacy a must.

Compensation: Rate of pay will start at $12.00 per
hour. Average hours: 20 hours per week. There
will be a three-month probationary period after
which the rate of pay will be determined.

Anticipated date of hiring is April 1, 2021

For more information or to submit a resume,
contact Margaret Sweet, Ely-Winton Historical
Society, c/o 1900 East Camp Street, Ely, MN
55731. 218-365-3226 or 218-827-2386, or email
ewhsmuseum@gmail.com

Resumes will be accepted if emailed or post-
marked by March 15, 2021.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
Published in the Timberjay, Jan. 22, Feb 5, 19 & March 5, 2021

Bailiff - Court Security
(Hibbing & Virginia)
Apply by 03/11/2021

Solid Waste Worker Il - Cook
Apply by 03/15/2021

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer 3/5

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

Virginia - Hibbing
741-1481 263-3276
“Friends Helping Friends”

conduct any and all other business proper 14 Modern taxi
to be conducted when the Annual Meeting

is convened. Snowplowing of West Sturgeon alternative
Forest Road (Dave and Dan Watson). 15 World of orga-
Consider authorization to donate money to ized cri
Northeast Itasca Rescue (First Responders). nized crime
Authorize the Town Board to contract with 17 Dross

Itasca County for Bearville Town Road main- 18 Earth (Pref)

tenance. ‘
COVID-19 | 41 ) 19 Poetic feet

-19 social distancing and face mas L
restrictions will be in place. Residents of 21 Ohio city
Bearville Township that are eligible to vote in § 24 Actress Long

Bearville Township may vote at the Annual ;
Meeting. All meetings are open to the public. 25 Mentalist
The meeting will be available for teleconfer- Geller

encing. If you would like access please con- i -
tact the Clerk at the number or e-mail below. 26 C,andIEd Veg
gle

In case of inclement weather, the Annual ;
Town Meeting will be held one week later on 28 nght wear

Tuesday, March 16, 2021, at the time and | 32 Stagger

place stated. 34 Gaiety love

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Town Clerk 36 Flintstones' 58 Citrus drink

(218) 376-4495 bearvi@frontiernet.net pet 59 Privation
Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 19, 26, and March 5, 2021 37 SeOUI Sett]ng 60 SOUI’CG

39 Fawn's mom 61 Atonce

41 Dol. fractions

SUMMER CARETAKER | 42 Beaded ~ DOWN

beast 1 Witty one
VERMILION 44 Salsascoo- 2 A Gershwin
Vintage Vermilion Cabins and Retreat is pers brother
seeking a couple for our caretaker posi- ” " .
tion. The retreat is an attractive, completely | 46 "La Mer 3 More like a
updated 5-cabin rental, housekeeping composer string bean

resort on Black Bay on Lake Vermilion.

50 4,onaphone 4 Tune
Duties include yard work, boat tending and 51 Pre-diploma 5 "Borninthe
routine maintenance on buildings/proper- p

ty and equipment on-site, cabin prep for hurdle -

guests (cleaning, changing linens, laundry) 52 Ruffian 6 Grit

and serve as resort host(s) (which includes E |
welcoming visitors, explaining amenities, 56 Churcharea 7 Egypt's

answering questions and providing assis- 57 Rochester's neighbor
tance as necessary).

8 Hot dog con- 31 Colonial

diment

9 With skill

10 Gusto

11 Work units

16 "Gosh!"

20 "Homeland"
org.

21 Ankara resi-
dent

22 Crunchy
cookie

23 Klutz

27 Wet dirt

seamstress
33 Lentils, for
example
35 Dijon denial
38 Reply (Abbr,)
40 Aerie new-
born
43 Leading man?
45 Greek X
46 Transaction
47 Big fair, for
short
48 Striped fish

29 State made of 49 Vacillate
two peninsu- 53 Spanish gold

las
30 Aware of

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

54 Hubbub
55 Just out

Should possess basic carpentry and

alo appearance with &n outgang persanaity EMPLOYMENT

that enjoys and promotes effective interac-

tion with guests. Moderate physical activity
required. Should have own truck.

Seasonal position (May 1 through mid-
October). Some paid time off will be pro-
vided. Personal and job references will
be required. Competitive salary, bonuses.
Presence required at resort 24/7. On site
residence provided for caretakers in luxury
35’ Keystone Mountaineer, 3 slides, 2 TVs,
brand new 12” King mattress, a.c., set up on
private lakeside site.

~ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty is You

OPEN POSITIONS

Care Center

PT Nursing Assistant (wage starting

at $16.36/hr - Sign-On Bonus)
Hospital/lER

3 PT Registered Nurse (wage starting at
$34.06/hr- Sign-On Bonus)
Information Technology (IT)

For further information on the resort,
please see our website at www.vintagev-
ermilion.com. Please send a cover letter/
resume to akoski@stadigjohnson.com. iin

PT Information Specialist
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Lead Electronic
Systems
Technician

Environmental Services

Casual Laundry Aide

Casual Housekeeping & Laundry

TO APPLY:

More Info? Contact Human Resources

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cock Hosprial & Core Center offers compettie pay and benefits
noiing PERA retrerment, Health and Dertol coverape, Lifie and LT,

Systems
Technician

St. Louis County is now hiring a Lead
Electronic Systems Technician and an
Electronic Systems Technician.

Lead Electronic Systems Technician — pro-
vides technical work leading and partici-
pating in the installation, maintenance and

operation of complex public safety radio
communications systems and applications. 8

Electronic Systems Technician — provides
technical work in the installation, mainte- 5
nance and operation of public safety radio

communications systems and applications.

St. Louis County offers a competitive salary 6 9
and excellent benefits package.

Apply by: 03/23/2021 9
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/stlouismn

or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer 3/12 4 5

(Call 753-2950 Y SNOWFLAUL(
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K TIMBERJAY CLASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA'  AA  WOMEN'’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 25 mins.
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Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch’- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

MARINE

MARINE

~

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina ¢+ Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel * Live Bait

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

r
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
i
BUILDING :
SERVICES :
i
EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILLING ] :
“Put A Piece Of | ™
: Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
SuperiO( Quality MERCURY
, ik Paneling OUTBOARDS
+ One-OAkind Moldings | | Frank’s Marine
* Industrial Lumber Mgcuerff Crestli?t:.r‘,, I!ucrﬁ
018-T44-1788 | | iersimarmaguenareron
Hwy 53, Orr « Call 218-757-3150

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

WANTED &
SELIGA CANOES WANTED: ARONSON

We'll buy old Seligas in Good AT RS

Shape. Turn your classic canoe LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
into_cash. Call Steve at 365- Located two miles southwest

BARINA & VILLAGE
o ke Sl S »

. ¢
.@mna’:ﬁfﬁﬁ
* Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

+ Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,
Tower MN 55790

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

& YAMAHA

6745. tfn of Tower on Hwy. 169
December Open by Appt. Only
or caFI,I|92a1%?7t§§-t4190
HELP WANTED peRcuEy. JAINI) s

HELP WANTED. Docks on
Wheels is looking for Site
Laborers and  Shop/Yard
Assistants. All positions require
employees to be able to lift
50 Ibs and carry it 100 feet.
Applicants will be expected
to work outdoors and in the
water. Current Driver’s License
is required. Call to schedule an
interview 218-365-6210. 3/12

RTINS
PROVEN

Storage * Complete Service * Sales

e

ALUMAWELD _nr"ﬁ-' EHYAMAHE

Evmme @ fomkawr 8GO0

Sales - Service
Rentals

General Store

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

Call about our
Display C
& Real Est

lassified
ate Rates

Great Coverage
One Low Price

NOWFLAUES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers1-6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
® sy €€ Vedum €€ @ Dificut

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

SCRAMBLERS
solution
1. Adept 2. Groan;
3. Casket; 4.Bounce
Today's Word

DOCTOR

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950
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AMA RINA

2 13-6au=22 131
T Dlak Narraws WBd - Desb MY
Cabin renials
Year round boai
storage and dochage
Boat and pomtoon

renial
Convenienee siore
zas. hail & liqguor

KTU)|

TIMBUKTL
MARINE

LEAME VEEMILION
21 B-6i4i6-2276

TUTS Vewrmdliom Dy » Cask WY

Wer [Hremi=r
o WEERES

C@gm;, 12 mercury
$ suzui BYAMAHA

Rales, serviee, siarage. baai lifis,
durks, irailers amd arcessories

timbukinmarina.com

timbukinmarine.com

STICKY
Super Crossword —siruarions
45 Narcissists 111 “QED” part 7Volcano 40 “Be silent!” 80 Big name
1Plates, e.g. 48 Bone: Prefix 112 Beneficiary stuff 41 Adolescent in beer
6 “Star Wars”™ 50 Insult, 113 Certain PC 8 Starfling cry 46 Country’s brewing
villain — the informally readout 9 Light source econ. 82 “Alley —V”
Hutt 51 YWCApart 114 Purplish fruit in a socket measure 83 Condé —
11 Longtime 54 Yule, briefly spread 10 Had dinner 47 Suffix of 84 Mall lure
fashionmag 57 Small Vlasic 117 Male ducks at a friend’s medical 85 Spill clumsily
16 “Got it”” offering 120 — Lingus house, e.g. conditions 89 Guitar's kin
19 Muslim god 63 Domestic 121 Rivulet 11 Note 49 Free (from) 91 Con artists
20 Has left the 67 Explorer 122 What the equivalentto 51 Plump bird 92 Abridge
office, say Ericson last word 66-Down 52 “— From 93 Took cover
21 Bilbao locale 68 Glossy of 23-, 28-, 12 Not Muskogee” 94 Patchy horse
22 “Whether — surface 38-, 57-, 70-, necessarily (1969 hit) 95 Vague
nobler ..." 69 “As above,” 81-,103- or against 53 Annoys 96 Plague
23 Sudden- in a footnote 114-Across is 13 Spoke 55 Circle part 97 Fit as a fiddle
deathextra 70 Morning joe, asynonymof 14Inthe —of 56 lonian,e.g. 98 Sound of
in a golf maybe 126 Hang behind (during) 58 Upper crust falling hail
tournament 75 Teartobits 127 Giantinlife ~ 15In readiness 59 Purity of 99 F-J link
25 Supermodel 76 Gambols insurance 16 Map-filled color 100 One of two in
Klum 78 Inventory 128 Televised references 60 Razor-sharp “crocodile”
26 Hifiplatters 79 Board, asa 129“.andvice  17Mostwithit 61 Advanced 104 Wading birds
27 Cook gently ship - 18 Alleges 62 Lead-into 105 R&B singer
28 Behave 81 One who's 130 Hip-hop “Dr” 24 Ice-cream skeleton — Badu
obsequiously distraught 131 Hide, as loot alternative,  63Giveajob 106 — Mahal
31 Secretive with feelings 132 Old Russian for short to 107 Accuses
U.S. org. 86 1/16 ounce dynasts 29 “Scream’ 64 Former Laker 109 PLO head
32 Reddingof 87 Perfectly 133 German director Lamar Mahmoud
song 88 “— aboard!” city Craven 66 Office letter 110 Brimless
36 Opp. of 90 Baker’s unit 30 Sitarist 66 Note cap
horizontal 94 Pec-building DOWN Shankar equivalentto  115°The
37 Film preview exercises 1Does a 33 Weight unit 11-Down Godfather’
38 Sort who's 98 Tilling tools, fist bump, 34 Withasharp 71 Do a tax score
at hand to Brits colloquially picture, briefly  task composer
whenever 101 King, in Caen 2 Chicago’s 35 Shrek creator 72 J.D. Salinger Nino
needed 102 Old Peruvian home William title girl 116 Some med.
42 Part of 103 Connections 3 Close loudly 38 “Gigl” 73 —bemy scans
a hunting making 4The co-star, pleasure” 118 All-night bash
outfit people feel Caribbean’s familiarly 74Babyofa 119 Comic Laurel
43 Lucy of “Kung close — Islands 39 Certain boomer 123 Eon subunit
FuPanda” 108 Big name 5 Slipper, e.g. nuclear 77In— 124 Bonn article
44 French in hygiene 6 Peanut butter weapon, for (as first 125TSA
painter Rosa products brand short found) requests
1 12 |3 |4 |5 6 (7 [8 |9 |10 11 12 13 |14 |15 16 |17 |18
19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26
27
.31 32
38 39
43
48

©2021 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

(S]] =

| Real Estate 0 0 NE SD
YOU CALL \WEHAUL! _ caioe . | | DO YOU NEED PLANS:
O HEAST Titl > North Country’s Premier Design and Drafting Service
Cement Trucks, Building Materials FATLE o ‘tAebInS“raflce CADline Desi
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt s & stracting : (C}l;i:(;r;: Homes Ine L¥esign
Al 3 Northeast Title Company ELY OFFICE ) 218.827.8166 - Office
Well drllhng E(iulpment has competitive rates and 545 E Sheridan St  Ely, MN 55731 * izr;o.dels 218.349.6838 - Cell
Propane Deliver professional services assuring  Phone (218)365-5256 ¢ tons : :
P Y peace of mind for our ~ Angie Mikulich ¢ Site Planning plans@cadhned?mgn'us
—— customers before and after  Licensed Closing Agent www.cadlinedesign.us
arl Anderson closing. We éallie pride in our Your soutce for Building Plans,
service and have a proven  VIRGINIA OFFICE : : : :
Andorsnn Barulnu. Inc. history of being aleader n e 612 13 5t'S » Virgnia MN 55792 Site Planning and CAD Drafting Services

industry. Customers can expect  Phone (218)741-1515

ﬂell 218'180'4955 qualit.y services and products  Jodee Micheletti
m_an“ersnnllarging_com along with a professional - Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

staff that takes pride in every
closing. Our warm, friendly, and COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS

Covering all of Lake Vermilion professional approach i all of - pore (218)666-3174 RIVE B ( = "l
our transactions ensures our Sharon Maronick "\. E\ f

customers a level of comfort that Licensed Closing Agent

gprind CLEANUP SALE ELECTRIC

Shawn & Diane 507-272-3882

BEAR (

valspar Valspar Medallion
Int. Flat Clear Base Paint/Primer In one

1-Gal....$41.99

" Ruffies Contractor Bags
42-Gal. 24-Ct. 3-Mil....$12.99
All Season 4-in-1

WS  winoshield Wash Flid.. $2.49 Call Us For All Your
—— LP Gas Needs!

We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off !
VERMILION LUMBER Hoover Rd, Virginia

“Gaiz) HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS |  [RPRTAUr e
Lumber
\S

B WORLD'S #

HOT AIR WOODBURNING FURNACE!

’| 218-753-2230 365-8888
302 Main St., Tower, MN 'ﬂiﬂ‘ E
24 Hour 99% smokeless burns
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* Toll Free » Smokeless Wood Fumaces
1-800-862-8628 and Fantastic Sauna Stoves!

99.4% comb efficiency
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For all your
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AIR CONDITIONING needs...

We’re the Professionals!

Heisel Bros. ..

Sat 8 AM-Noon

PLUMBING & HEATING Vaster Pambor
Northgate Plaza * Virginia PCB44131

218-741-8381 * www.heiselbros.com  EEaE==
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5 OPEN & CLO(S)ED KLIFG Solid Saxony Carpet Level Loop Area Rugs
starting at Commercial Carpets 0
47055 Deer Drive starting at
Gonvick, MN 56644 $21 .99 sq yd 0 m:l:
218-487-6042 installed with pad $8l99 8O YA - Braids+ Hand Knotted » Woven/Flatweave

* Hand Hooked/Loop Hooked
SPECIAL PRICING ON IN-STOCK CARPETS * Oriental Reproatictions
HUNDREDS OF REMNANTS « 10% OFF FOR CASH

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED!

BLOW-IN INSULATION

Flooring » Cahinets ¢ Gountertops e Window Treatments
Tlle & Stone o Plumhmg letures ¢ Home Decor & Mol'e
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