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Ely school hoard gets an earful on masking

Petitioners voice opposition to public health mandate

Scores of ISD 696 residents attended the Ely
school board meeting in the high school gym
Monday night. photo by K. Vandervort

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
ELY - ISD 696

Superintendent Erik Erie
came under attack, some-
times personally, by scores
of district residents this
week who remain upset
with the school administra-

More ISD 696

Advisory council
reconvenes. Page 9

tion’s 1 1th—hour decision to
mandate the wearing of pro-
tective face masks indoors
on campus for the beginning

of the new school year.

met in the Memorial High
School gymnasium for their
regular monthly meeting
Monday night to accom-

The Ely school board

modate the mostly partisan
crowd,estimated to be in the
hundreds.

See...MASKS pg. 9

Nearly a dozen district

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

See...9/11 pg. 12

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

NETT LAKE- Gov. Tim
Walz and Lt. Gov. Peggy
Flanagan visited the seat of
Bois Forte Band government
here on Monday to meet with
tribal leadership regarding
legislative issues and tour
numerous facilities.

ELY —Following ISD 696’s
postponement of a 9/11 memo-
rial event that was organized
by the school’s student council,
an alternative site was found at
the last minute for the “Never
Forget” Memorial Ceremony
last Friday at the Veterans

ers, top and bottom,

Veterans Memorial.
photos by K. Vandervort

Ely-area public safety
and emergency respond-

gathered for a solemn
procession through town |
Saturday morning. VCC
law enforcement acade-
my cadets, right, saluted |
during a 9/11 memorial
event Friday at the Ely

GOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION

Walz, Flanagan visit with Bois Forte leaders

Butbefore their activities
began in earnest, they joined
about 70 others gathered on
the pow wow grounds foratra-
ditional ceremonial welcome.

As tribal Chairwoman
Cathy Chavers escorted
Walz’s entourage to the
pavilion, they paused along
the way atthe Band’s Veterans
Memorial for conversation

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz spoke to Bois Forte Band
tribal leadership on Monday. photo by D. Colburn

and reflection. When they
arrived under the pavilion, a
group of six Bois Forte singers
shared two songs to the beat
of their drum. Elder and spir-
itual advisor Gene Goodsky
shared the meaning of the
two songs with the assembly

before Chavers gave official
welcoming remarks.

“Thisis thefirsttimeI’ve
ever seen an administration
that has really taken the lead
and listened to the tribes

See..WALZ pg. 12

CITY OF TOWER
City council
selects a new
clerk-treasurer

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER— The city council, here,
on Monday, unanimously accepted the
recommendation of its hiring committee
and agreed to offer Tower resident Michael
Schultz, the job of city clerk-treasurer.

The committee must still decide on a
pay and benefits package for Schultz, which
the parties involved will negotiate ahead
of the council’s next
meeting,set for Sept.
27, at which time a
final hiring decision
could be made.

The decision to
offer Schultz the job
was not a surprise.
Schultz had finished
a close second to
current clerk-trea-
surer Victoria Ranua
back in 2019 and he was one of only two
candidates interviewed for the position
this time around. The hiring committee
had sought to interview a third candidate,
but that person withdrew shortly before
the interview.

Ranua had announced her resignation
on June 1. The city’s job posting, released
shortly after Ranua’s announcement, had
attracted relatively little interest, with only
five applicants responding over a two-and-
a-half-month period. The committee had
determined that two of the applicants did
not meet the minimum requirements.

Schultz currently works as a revenue
collections officer for the Minnesota
Department of Revenue, based in the
Ely, a position he’s held since 2018. He

See.. TOWER pg. 10

Michael Schultz
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Tower-Soudan Singers meet Sept. 27

TOWER- Put Monday, Sept. 27 at 5:30 p.m.
on your calendar for the first 2021 rehearsal of the
Tower-Soudan Area Singers. The group rehearses in
the Tower Elementary School music room located by
the north door of the building.

Plan on wearing a mask, it will be required.
Music and folders are provided, just bring your voice
and spirit to sing with others.

Our concert is scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 19 at
2 p.m. in the Tower school gymnasium. All kinds of
wonderful seasonal music will be presented and all
kinds of seasonal baked goods will follow in the all
purpose room. Free-will donations will be accepted
to defer expenses.

oK Glow Run, Sept. 24

ELY- Run and have some fun at the Northern
Lights Clubhouse’s 5K Glow Run on Friday, Sept.
24 at 7 p.m. beginning at Ely’s Whiteside Park. The
run takes you through glow zones as the sun sets.
People of all ages and abilities are welcome to partic-
ipate. Costs are $30 for adults, $20 for students and
$5 for kids. Proceeds support the Northern Lights
Clubhouse, a place where adults with mental health
challenges have the opportunity to make and reach
personal goals. For more information and to register,
visit www.elymarathon.com/5k.

The Lost Forty to perform at
Edge Genter, Oct. 3

BIGFORK- The Edge Center for the Arts will
present an upper Midwest talent treat, The Lost
Forty. The performance is Sunday, Oct. 3 at 2 p.m.
The price for admission is ten dollars for adults and
children are free. Social distancing and masks are
required in the theatre.

The Lost Forty performs the fascinating folk
music that once rang out across the Great Lakes
region in the days when pine was king. Their sources
and their approach celebrate two centuries of Irish
musical influence on the under-explored musical
traditions of the north woods. Their show includes
rich regional history, colorful stories, and beautifully
interwoven accompaniment on bouzouki and guitar.

It has been said that, “The Lost Forty makes
old Minnesota folk songs feel relevant and alive;
the ghosts of Minnesota are listening to their songs,
reimagined, with pride.”

Visit the website at www.the-edge-center.org,
email info@the-edge-center.org or call 218-743-6670
for more information.

“What does the Earth ask of us?” with

Rohin Wall Kimmerer, Sept. 22

CLOQUET- Fond du Lac Tribal and Community
College is excited to debut the Ruth A. Myers
Lecture Series in the Sciences and Humanities with a
free virtual presentation by Robin Wall Kimmerer at
7 p-m. on Wednesday, Sept. 22.

During the event Robin Wall Kimmerer will
discuss, “What does the Earth ask of us?” We are
showered every day with the gifts of the Earth, and
yet, we are tied to institutions that relentlessly ask,
“What more can we take?”” Drawing on both scientif-
ic and indigenous knowledge, this talk explores the
covenant of reciprocity, how we might use the gifts
and the responsibilities of human people in support
of mutual thriving in a time of ecological crisis. To
register for this special free event, visit https://fdltcc.
edu/ruth-a-myers-lecture-series/.

Robin Wall Kimmerer is a mother, scientist,
decorated professor, and enrolled member of the
Citizen Potawatomi Nation. She is the author of
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific
Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants, which has
earned Kimmerer wide acclaim. Her first book,
Gathering Moss: A Natural and Cultural History of
Mosses, was awarded the John Burroughs Medal for
outstanding nature writing, and her other work has
appeared in Orion, Whole Terrain, and numerous
scientific journals. She tours widely and has been
featured on NPR’s On Being with Krista Tippett and
in 2015 addressed the general assembly of the United
Nations on the topic of “Healing Our Relationship
with Nature.”

For more information and registration, visit
https://fdltcc.edu/ruth-a-myers-lecture-series/.

MANUFACTURING

Solar panel producer plans $21 million expansion

MT. IRON- Heliene, a
Customer-First provider of
North American-made solar
modules has announced a
$21 million investmentin a
new manufacturing facility
located in Mt. Iron, bringing
the company’s total manu-
facturing capacity to 900
megawatts. Manufacturing
is set to begin in June
2022. The expansion will
enable Heliene to meet
accelerating solar demand
while ensuring certainty

and high quality of the
U.S. solar supply chain, in
alignment with the Biden
Administration’s clean
energy goals.

The construction of a
new building will expand
the Mt. Iron campus to
a total of 95,000 square
feet and will bring an
additional 60 high-paying
clean energy jobs to the
area, further diversifying
employment opportunities
in the region.

“Heliene is one of the
fastest-growing producers
of solar panels in North
America and we could
not be happier that they
are expanding production
in Mt. Iron, Minnesota,”
said State Senator David
Tomassoni. “The state’s
investment in Heliene will
create jobs on the Iron
Range and helpustodeliver
solar energy to the rest of
the state and nation.”

AsamemberoftheSolar

submitted photo
Energy Manufacturing for
America(SEMA) Coalition
and the Minnesota
Solar Energy Industries
Association (MnSEIA),
Heliene is committed to
generating well-paying
manufacturing jobs in the
U.S. and strengthening
America’s solar supply
chain to accelerate clean
energy adoption and reach
national decarbonization
targets.

Roads closed for Ely Marathon, Sept. 25

ELY- On Saturday,
Sept. 25, the annual Ely
Marathon and Boundary
Waters Bank Half Marathon
will take place. The event
brings approximately 4,000
athletes and spectators to
the Ely area. This gives
us a chance to showcase
our beautiful surround-
ings and friendly commu-
nities. Participants will
run, and some will even
portage canoes, from Camp
DuNord up the North
Arm, around the city of
Winton, and finish with a
run up Sheridan Street to
Whiteside Park. The com-
munity is invited to partake
in the festivities and race

revelry! The best spectator
spots to cheer on the racers
can be found on the race
website at elymarathon.
com, or set up a lawn chair
attheend of your driveway.
Whiteside Park will be host
to live music, adrink tent, a
bounce house, food trucks
and much more from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

St. Louis County,
MNDOT, the cities of Ely
and Winton, townships of
Fall and Morse and the
Ely Marathon team have
put together a plan that is
safest for all participants
and community members.
The following road closures
will take place on Sept. 25:

(EchoTrail) North Arm
Rd. to Grant McMahan,
7:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

(Grant McMahan)
Echo Trail to Hwy. 169, 8
am. - 12 p.m.

(Old Winton Rd.)
Grant McMahan to W 6th
Ave., 8 am. - 12 p.m.

(Cedar Lake Rd./
Cloquet Line) Old Winton
Rd.toBeelRd.,8a.m.-12
p.m.

(Pioneer Rd.) Grant
McMahan to Miners Dr.,
8:30 am. - 1 p.m.

(Miners Drive) Pioneer
to 17th Ave., 8:30 am. -
1:30 p.m.

(17th Ave.) Miners to
Camp St., 9 am. -2 p.m.

(Camp St.) 17th to
15th,9 am. - 2 p.m.

(Sheridan St.) 15th to
Ist Ave, 8:15 am. - 2 p.m.

(1st Ave.) Sheridan to
Harvey, 8:15 am. - 2 p.m.

(Chapman St.) 1stAve.
to 7th Ave., 8:15 a.m. - 2
p-m.

(Harvey St.) IstAve.to
17thAve.,8:15a.m.-2p.m.

All emergency vehi-
cles will be allowed on
the racecourse at any time.
There will be pilot cars posi-
tioned in case other vehicles
need to get through during
emergency situations.

For questions, go to
elymarathon.com or email
run@elymarathon.com.

Arrowhead Regional Farm Bureau funds North St. Louis County 4-H

REGIONAL- Three
members of the North St.
LouisCounty4-HLivestock
Project Development
Committee attended the
Arrowhead Regional Farm
Bureau Board meeting in
Chisholm on Sept. 7 to
seek their assistance in
an ongoing project. The
Arrowhead Regional Farm
Bureau had supported the
start-up of the first North
St. Louis County 4-H
Livestock Market Ribbon
Auction. With funds raised
from the auction, the com-
mittee youth developed
equipment they deem nec-
essary to provide growth
in their livestock projects
and methods to provide
ongoing education to those
interested in livestock.

Their wish list includ-
ed several items and the
intended use of these items.

> A digital livestock
scale for them to measure
the rate of gain of their
larger livestock in order
to adjust feed rations for
increased growth or to
maintain weight.

» A small animal scale
to ensure their rabbits
are falling within the
American Rabbit Breeders
Association breed stan-

submitted photo

dards as well as to weigh
their poultry and other small
animals.

» Afitting stand, fitting
stand pad, and blower to fit
their livestock for shows.
This will further be used at
fitting clinics to help youth
develop fitting skills for
their livestock projects.

»Pig whips and cattle
sticks that can be used by

youth who are showing
and for livestock demon-
strations that youth provide
at the St. Louis County
Fair. 4-H youth are pro-
viding demonstrations and
giving youth who are not
involved in showing live-
stock a chance to show
a live animal in a show
ring at the North St. Louis
County Fair.

Thank you to the
Arrowhead Regional Farm
Bureau for your support.
With the $2,500 dona-
tion, youth will be able to
enhance their knowledge
of livestock nutrition and
showing. This will further
enable the 4-H youth to
share their knowledge with
others.

Scenic &m\fers
—Clnics—

shirt

September 22
8:00-4:30
Cook Medical Clinic

* Appointments Requested, Not Required

e Call 218-666-5941 to set up an appointment

* Regular, High Dose and COVID Vaccines Available

* Bring Insurance Card, Photo ID, and wear a short-sleeved

**Please DO NOT COME
if you have COVID-19 Symptoms,
Exposure, Active lliness

§  www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Scenic &Rivcrs
—Clinics—

shirt

**Please DO NOT COME
if you have COVID-19 Symptoms,
Exposure, Active lliness

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

September 20, 22, 27, 29
8:00-4:30

Tower Medical Clinic

* Appointments Requested, Not Required
¢ Call 218-753-2405 to set up an appointment

¢ Regular, High Dose and COVID Vaccines Available

¢ Bring Insurance Card, Photo ID, and wear a short-sleeved
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by JoDI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD
TWP- Greenwood offi-
cials bickered for most of
their two and a half-hour
meeting Tuesday night,
with much of the focus on
the town clerk’s duties and
her resistance to fulfilling
requests from the board.

Supervisor Sue
Drobac, who formerly
served as the elected
town clerk, once again
requested that the clerk
and treasurer present both
the claims list and dis-
bursement list to the board
for review at the monthly
meeting.

“This has always been
done,” Drobac said, “so
the board can compare
them.”

“It is for the checks
and balances,” said
Supervisor Barb Lofquist.
“That is why we don’t
need an outside audit.”

“It shouldn’t make
any difference whatso-
ever,” said Clerk Debby
Spicer, implying the work
can be done at the annual
board of audit.

But Drobac noted if
the board waits until the
end of the year, it will
make it harder to discover
and correct any discrep-
ancies.

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

Board still wrangling over clerk and Ireasurer (IlIlIBS

They need to match
up, agreed Chairman Mike
Ralston.

“We do match them
up,” said Spicer.

Right now,
Greenwood Treasurer
BelindaFazio is responsi-
ble for both the claims and
disbursements, though
she is often being assist-
ed by deputy treasurer
Tammy Mortaloni. The
clerk is then responsible
for logging the claims
list into the clerk’s com-
puter, so the two can be
compared.

“It is not a statutory
job,” said Spicer, “some-
times I don’t have time
before the meeting.”

“We will work togeth-
er to figure this out,” said
Belinda Fazio.

After being ques-
tioned by Drobac, Ralston
briefly updated the board
about conversations he
had with the township
attorney discussing the
clerk’s duties.

“As an elected clerk
she feels the town board
doesn’t have superviso-
ry authority over her,”
Ralston said. “She does
what the statutory duties
of a clerk are. Personally,
I disagree.”

“When I started, I
was paid an hourly wage,”
responded Spicer, who

was tapped by the board
to fill in after Drobac
resigned as clerk last year.
Drobac resigned after the
town board drastically cut
her pay.

“Now I am told 12
hours a week,” Spicer
continued, adding that
both the township attor-
ney and attorney from the
Minnesota Association of
Townships agreed “that
I do the statutory duties
first, and then whatever
duties I agree to do. I’ve
agreed to do the agendas.
Idothedisbursements and
enter the claims.”

Further wrangling
between Drobac and
Spicer was cut off by
Ralston.

“We set the clerk’s
salary last February so the
newly-elected clerk would
know what they get paid,”
said Ralston, “and we said
we wanted the office open
12 hours a week.”

The elected clerk’s
salary is set at $16,700
a year. The interim clerk
was paid an hourly rate
of $27.

Ralston said this
didn’t mean the clerk was
only required to work 12
hours a week.

ButRalston did agree
that the legal advice was
that the clerk only needed
to do the statutory duties.

Mike Ralston, Debby Spicer and Belinda Fazio
photo by J. Summit

“You want me to work
for five dollars an hour?”
asked Spicer. “Is that
what you are expecting
of me, working 40 hours
a week?”

Drobac put a motion
on the floor to have the
clerk make a listing of the
things she is doing thatare
statutory duties.

“I am not going to do
that,” said Spicer.

Ralston asked that the
issue be moved to a later
point in the agenda.

Later in the meeting,
when questions arose
over a slight discrepancy
in supervisor paychecks,
a motion was made and
passed to have the clerk
confirm the annual pay
for the supervisors. The
monthly check written for
Drobacis about fifty cents
smaller than the checks

for other supervisors, and
that change was recently
made.

“Can someone
provide that information
to us next month?” asked
Ralston.

“That’s notastatutory
duty,” again stated Spicer.
“All I know is what I was
shown when I started last
year.”

OAH ruling
on election
complaint

In other business,
Drobac read some passag-
es from an administrative
law judge ruling on the
complaint filed by clerk
candidate Joann Bassing
against Fire Chief Dave

See CLERK...pg. 5

Woman injured
in Angora crash

ANGORA- A 75-year-old
Britt woman was taken to Cook
Hospital with non-life-threaten-
ing injuries after a car in which
she was a passenger was struck
from behind atthe Hwy 53/Hwy
1 intersection on Saturday.

Luke Jonathon Sandberg,
23, of Brooklyn Park, was
driving a 2010 Toyota Corolla
westbound on Hwy 1 at about
8 p.m. on Saturday when he
entered the intersection and
didn’t see a northbound 2006
Hyundai Elantra, according to a
Minnesota State Patrol accident
report. The Elantra struck the
Corolla from behind, sending
it spinning into the east ditch.

Sandberg and a passenger
in the Corolla, Vicki Collette
Sandberg, 54, of Brooklyn
Park, were not injured, but a
second passenger, Katheryn
Jean Gilson, 75, of Britt, was
injured and taken by Cook
Ambulance to Cook Hospital.
Her injuries were described as
non-life-threatening.

The driver of the Elantra,
Joan Marie Musech, 56, 0f Cook,
also was not injured.

All four individuals were
wearing seatbelts. The report
also noted that alcohol was
involved with both drivers, but
did not indicate if any citations
were issued.

St. Louis County Sheriff’s
Officers assisted with the call.

REAL ESTATE

Each Office-is Independently-Owned-and-Operated-+

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

Sales are great!

Cook
218-666-6183
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Real Estate

Tower
218-753-8985

Aprraisals

If you are thinking of selling!
Now’s the time. Give us a call

www.vermilionland.com ¢ info@vermilionland.com

Virginia S
218-741-8985 T
MLS

WE NEED NEW LISTINGS!
Thinking of selling?

Contact us for a free property evaluation.

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com - www.bicrealty.com

LAKE VERMILION 7 acres on Anderson
Isle in Frazer Bay. 1,990 ft lakeshore rea%y
for you to build dream home /cabin. MLS
135079 $245,000

COOK Updated 3 BR,1 BA house on 9+
acres. Home has unfinished basement w/
potential for 4th BR. Two garages, well and
gﬁptlc IV(I)LS# 142128 PRICE REDUCED!

TOWER 10 acres undeveloped land near
Lake Vermilion. Large flat and level cleared
building site with ven;)y nice elevated views.
MLS# 140165 $89,00

LAKE VERMILION Beautiful 7.1 acre lot
w/1,160 ft lakeshore on Taylor’s Island.
Stunnlng sunset views, build your dream
cabin/home. MLS #141723 $259,000

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!
We are looking for listings!! Properties are
selling fast. If you've thought about selling
now Is the time!! We are here to help you

make the right decisions and guide you
through every step of the process! Free
market analysis available. No obligation
contact. Contact us today and let us help
you with your property needs!
.1.C. Realty

~~~~~~~~

A——
== RE/MAX
AV 4

Lake Country

218-757-3233
www.ThelLakeCountry.com

Long Lake-$219,000 Remote with privacy!
2 BR cabin on 13.54 wooded acres and
700 ft of shoreline. Fish, hunt, hike and
enjoy the up-north outdoors!

MLS#137218

Lake Vermilion-$119,000 900+ft of
shoreline and 21.3 acres on Pine Island.
MLS#137228

Orr-$24,900 20 acre wooded property
near Pelican Lake and many other lakes
nearby. MLS#141373

Buyck-$59,000 Wooded 30 acre parcel on
the 422 Road. Plenty of recreational
adventures await! MLS#140565

Pelican Lake-$129,000 1.62 acre
peninsula and 840 ft of lakeshore.
MLS#136679

# HOBODY IN THE

WORLD
SEALEaTaTE THan

RE/MAX

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ “As measured by residential transaction sides.”

JANISCH
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OPINION

How is it that mandate
became a dirty word in
America?

Sure, we’re the land of
the free, but we’re only free
because we have mandates,
otherwise known as laws.
Without laws, we don’t have
asociety or a government, nor
do we have rights, since rights
are, in their very foundation,
based on mandates found in
our Constitution.

We live our lives every-
day by mandates. Except for
the criminals among us, we
abide by a myriad of laws that
affect nearly every aspect of
our lives. We also live with
an endless number of other
mandates, large and small,
that aren’t necessarily based
on laws.

“No shirt, no shoes, no
service” is a mandate that
is routinely imposed by the
owners of retail or dining
establishments. Others restrict
the carrying of firearms. For a
century, public schools have
required immunizations for
enrolling students for a long
list of diseases.

None of us like arbitrary
mandates, but when amandate
has a clear purpose, such as
protecting the public health or
restoring the economy, itis, by
definition, NOT arbitrary. In
a sensible society, a mandate
under such circumstances
wouldn’t even be necessary,
because the concept of person-
al responsibility would make
the appropriate action clear to
all. Unfortunately, that isn’t
the America we inhabit today.

Here’s what we know
for sure. Vaccines against the
COVID-19 virus are incredi-
bly effective and remarkably
safe. Billions of shots have
been administered over the
past nine months around the
world, with infinitesimal
adverse reaction, other than
the body’s desired immune
response, which varies by
individual.

We also know that
COVID vaccines are free to
all Americans and available
just about everywhere. There
is no place in the world where
it is cheaper or easier to get a
COVID vaccine than in the
U.S. And yet we have among
the lowest vaccination rates
among the major industrial-
ized countries, at just over 63
percent of the population with
full immunization, according
to Reuters. That’s barely
higher than the Dominican
Republic.

Recent studies by the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention show that
vaccinated individuals are five
times less likely to be infected
by the COVID-19 virus and its
variants than the unvaccinated,
and are 27 times less likely

Vaccine mandates

Mandates are the basis of our
republic, not an affront to it

to end up in a hospital due
to infection. It’s true that the
current vaccines aren’t 100-
percent effective, but that’s
true of every vaccine forevery-
thing. The protective nature
of the current vaccines is
undeniable, as is the existence
of the virus. The fact that your
buddy takes needless risks and
hasn’t contracted COVID yet
isevidence of his good fortune,
not his good sense.

Because a large percent-
age of Americans these days
lack a sense of duty, or personal
responsibility, we are now in
the midst of a fourth wave of
the COVID pandemic, a wave
that is currently killing an
average of 1,500 Americans
every day. The latest surge,
which negatively affects both
the public health and the
economy, was complete-
ly unnecessary. The highly
contagious Delta variant has
been able to catch fire in the
United States specifically
because so many Americans
remain unvaccinated. Hospital
wards are filled with COVID
patients, virtually all of them
unvaccinated.

A sensible society
wouldn’t need mandates
against drinking and driving,
because responsible individ-
uals would understand that
such behavior puts both them-
selves and others at risk. Yet,
exactly the same principles
apply to mandates for COVID
vaccination. Arguing against
vaccine or mask mandates at
this pointis no different from
arguing for repeal of DWI
laws. If being American means
youshouldbe able todo “what-
ever feels good,” regardless of
the consequences to others,
then we’ve become a nation of
children when what we really
need are responsible adults.

Let’s be clear. Those
charged with protecting the
public health have tried every
manner of incentive to get
Americans voluntarily vac-
cinated to protect the public
health. They have made it
free and easy. They have even
offered to pay people to get the
shot. And yet we have 25-30
percent of the population that
still refuses to do the one thing
that can end this pandemic.

For years, American
society tried coaxing motor-
ists not to drink and drive. It
was mandates that finally got
that scourge under control.
Mandates, including vaccine
mandates, are nothing new.
They have been a part of life in
America for centuries. Those
who argue against mandates to
halt the COVID-19 pandemic
should grow up, learn their
history... and then get the
shot. The public health and our
economy won’t fully recover
until they do.
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Vaccine refusers
are causing
problems for all

I fear that most of the adoles-
cents and adults who are wearing
masks during the Delta variant
surge are people who are already
vaccinated. We’re wearing them
because:

1.) We know some people
(such as newborn babies through
11-year-olds and some 12 and
older who are immunocompro-
mised) can’t get a vaccine, and
we feel responsible for their
health in case we might have a
breakthrough case of COVID
and pass it on to these vulnerable
individuals.

2.) We’re trying to do our
part to prevent others who have
been vaccinated from catching
a breakthrough case and passing
it on to someone who can’t get
vaccinated.

3.) We're trying to prevent
ourselves from getting a break-
through case, so we don’t get sick
and pass it on.

4.) We feel like responsible
citizens who don’t think it’s right
that our breakthrough case might
sicken or kill someone who for
some reason hasn’t had access to
the vaccine.

5.) We are protecting people
who actively refuse to get vacci-
nated, despite having had plenty
of access to the vaccine, some
of whom are trying to prevent
others from being vaccinated or
to implement any measures (such
as masks) that might help prevent
the disease from killing people.

It’s because of the people
in Number 5 that we have had to
mask up and retreat back to iso-
lation, to go back to Zoom calls
instead of face-to-face meetings,
to shrink from social contact
after having had a little taste of
being with our friends, and to
live in fear for our children and
grandchildren.

Because President Biden
has called on workplaces to
actually follow the laws that
already require them to provide
a safe working environment for
their employees, the GOP leaders
are wringing their hands, crying

that Biden has shredded the U.S.

Constitution.

Andthankstothe Republicans
in Congress, for whom re-elec-
tion is the only goal, the fears,
ignorance, and malice of the
anti-vaxxers and mask resisters
are continually inflamed.

Thank you to health care
facilities, schools, and businesses
that have required masks and/or
vaccinations to protect the people
inNumbers 1-4 from the people in
Number 5. I hope more join these
conscientious organizations that
see public health as a community
responsibility, in the interests of
all the people, 1-5.

Leah Rogne

Gheen

Loss of a kingfisher
Was one too many

Itwasmyfault.Iwaitedtoolong
to put the plastic snowflakes on the
windows, and a big bird tried
to fly through the glass into the
reflected lilacs. Bam! WhenIwent
outside, I found a kingfisher lying
on her back. The feathers on her
breast were soft and white with a
brown stripe near her legs. 1 held
herinmyhandsand watched thelife
slowly fade from her eyes. In
this long season of death and
destruction, it was just one death
too many. My heart was broken.

Jim Ganahl

Cook

Americans should
recognize their
complicity in terror

This time of the year I am
rminded of the tragedy of 9-11
in New York and coincidentally
of the 9-11 that Chile suffered in
1973 when then-President Richard
Nixon and Henry Kissinger
decided that President Salvador
Allende had to be ousted. The
democratically-elected Chilean
government of Salvador Allende
was destroyed by the U.S. gov-
ernment and was replaced by the
brutal fascist dictator Augusto
Pinochet. Terror, death, torture,
political prisoners, and a destruc-
tion of their democracy followed.

After New York’s 9-11, the
U.S. decided that it would be a
good time to get rid of Saddam
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Hussein, telling us that he had
“weapons of mass destruction”
which was a lie to get Americans
toback Bush’s attack againstIraq.
This horrendous crime against the
Iraqi people has never been taken
to court. Bush and any represen-
tatives who voted for that war
are war criminals and in a decent
democracy, they would be tried
and sentenced.

And, of course, after 9-11,
America attacked Afghanistan
and occupied that country for 20
years. We forget that in 1978 the
Afghanis supported revolution
there that was opposed to the
Mujahadin that would be the
forerunners to the Taliban. The
U.S. supported the Mujahadin
and later supported the Taliban
only because they were fighting
against real democracy and the
Soviet Union. Think about it---the
U.S. supported the Taliban in the
1980s. What does this tell you?

I can go on and on about
governments that were destroyed
by the U.S. because a government
that cares about its own people
with health care, education, and
equality isnot whatthe U.S. stands
for. The U.S. wants profits for
the rich corporations that control
the Senate, House, and the U.S.
president.

The U.S. doesn’t care about
the girls in Afghanistan, doesn’t
care about democracy, doesn’t
care who it kills. Just look at
Vietnam. The U.S. killed 3 million
Vietnamese (how many of these
were little girls) and 58,000 of
America’s own. The U.S. loves
it’s war; good for corporate profits
and nothing else matters.

Currently, the U.S. has eco-
nomic embargoes against Cuba,
Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Iran
because they all have chosen a
system that doesn’t include the
profits that U.S. corporations
could be making. The U.S. proxy,
Israel, is a good friend to the
U.S. while it steals what little
the Palestinians have left. Israel
commits genocide against the
Palestinians and that’s okay with
the U.S.

We need to wake up if we care
about the world.

Steve Johnson

Ely

| never saw it coming until it was too late

It was

We all

a colleglate
Christian fel-
lowship meeting
back in the late
1970s when I first
met the guy who
would become
my closest friend
in my adult
years. A tall,
lanky, bespecta-
cled fella born
in Ames, Iowa,

DAVID
COLBURN

became part
of the same
clique, and
Dave was
always a
delight to be
around. We
shared the
same name
and almost
shared the
same birth-
day, his being

Dave wasafriend
of one of my old buddies
from church camp.

Dec.27, mine

Dec. 28, although I was a
day shy of being three years

older. His enthusiasm for
just about everything was
contagious, his intellect
was up to the challenge
of intense discussions and
debates, and he had a
caring, sensitive soul. After
Dave proposed to his future
wife, he asked me to sing
at their wedding, which
I gladly did. After the
wedding, our lives headed
in different directions, and
we fell out of touch for
many years. We were good
friends at that time — best
friends would come later.

Two weeks after my
wife, 1-1/2-year-old daugh-
ter, and I had moved to
Dodge City, Kansas, in
1989, where I’d taken a job
at the community college
there, we were talking with
some folks after church
when I heard this booming
voice call out, “Colburn,
it IS you!” and there was
Dave, rushing in to give
me abig bear hug embrace.
He and his wife and their
1-1/2-year-old son had
moved to Dodge a month
or two earlier, and we all

rejoiced in the serendipi-
tous reunion.

There couldn’t have
been two more perfect-
ly matched young fami-
lies than ours. Everything
clicked, and for two years
we were so incredibly close
we really should’ve just all
moved in together.

When my wife and 1
bought a house our second
year there, we’d decided
to expand the kitchen by
knocking out the front wall
of the house and enclos-
ing the porch to create

a dining area. I’d never
tackled such a task, and
neither had Dave, but we
decided that with the aid of
a couple of do-it-yourself
books we could figure it
out, and “Dave Squared
Construction” was born.
We fretted together as
we knocked out the front
wall, heaved sighs of relief
together when the roof
didn’tcollapse, and heartily
patted each other on the
back when the building

See DAVID...pg. 5
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Hydrogen has
potential in
our energy
transition

President Bidenrecent-
ly stated, “The future of the
auto industry is electric.
There is no turning back.”
The President is proposing
legislation that will pay
out billions of dollars for
electric charging stations
plus generous incentives
for buyers and sellers of
electrical cars.

As previously noted,
the White House strategy
will be focusing primarily
onthe developmentofelec-
trical vehicles that will be
dependent on our national

CLERK...Contnued from page 3

Fazio and Assistant Chief
Mike Indihar over their
efforts to politicize the
fire department in favor
of Fazio’s and Indihar’s
favored candidates. Bassing
lost the clerk election
last March by a two-vote
margin.

While the judges
dismissed the complaint,
the three-judge panel that
reviewed the case agreed
the two fire officials had
misused their authority and
said their actions should
“not be condoned.”

“The actions of Fazio
and Indihar present serious
questions on their profes-
sional judgement,” said
Drobac, quoting from a sep-
arate concurring opinion
written by one of the judges.

“People need to
conduct themselves in a
manner that is profession-
al,” said Drobac. “I think
we need some corrective
action.”

Supervisor Paul Skubic
questioned the need for any
board action because the
“charges were dropped.”

“The case was dis-
missed because the statute
we cited used the word
‘compel,”” said Joanne
Bassing, “and we couldn’t
prove compel.” Bassing
noted they could refile
the case under a different
statute.

“The judge gave the
township advice to prevent
future lawsuits,” Bassing
said. “We want to clean

DAVID...Continued from page 4

inspector said it was one
of the best remodeling jobs
he’d ever seen. But the best
thing we built out of that
project was our friendship.
Best friends, totally.

After two years in
Dodge City, we moved on
to Chicago, and a shorttime
later Dave and his family
moved to Nebraska. This
time, however, we stayed
in touch.

Dave and I had dis-
covered that we could
tell each other anything,
and we continued to do so
over the next two decades.
There were visits, to be
sure, but as the years passed
ours became a relationship
carried on mostly by long
phone conversations and
lengthy emails. Werejoiced
together over personal and
family milestones, helped
each other through the
inevitable rough spots,
and solved the problems
of the world a dozen times
or more, although the
world took no heed of our
solutions.

When I talked with
Dave in the spring of 2012,
he seemed to be in a pretty
good space. He was feeling
good about the impending
high school graduation of
his daughter, his young-
est child, his work as the
finance director for a large
church was going well, and
he was exploring some con-
sulting possibilities. Life in
Dave’s world was good, it
appeared.

But that August, I saw

electric grid.

The devastation caused
recently by Hurricane Ida
demonstrates the vulnera-
bility of the grid system.
The grid currently cannot
supply electricity to a
significant portion of our
country, and this blackout
will likely last for weeks.
The inability of the grid to
provideelectricity in black-
outareas would immobilize
alltypes of electric vehicles
dependent on the grid for
recharging.

Seven million miles
of power lines cannot ever
be completely protected
from downed electricity
lines due to hurricanes
and tornadoes. As stated
by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change,
extreme weather conditions
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will be more frequent and
more intense in the future.
In addition, there is always
the potential threats from
terrorists and cyber-attacks.

The administration
should give more consid-
eration to non-polluting
hydrogen-powered vehi-
cles. Hydrogen is portable
insmall orlarge containers,
can be moved by truck,
ship, pipeline, and their
power can be transported
through wires providing
maximum flexibility for
multiple uses in buildings
and factories. Hydrogen
does not deteriorate, but
batteries and gasoline will
deteriorate.

At present, hydrogen
production is more costly
than comparable power
from electricity. Likewise,

capture of solar energy was
once considered too expen-
sive when the first electric
panels were produced. In
a relatively short period
of time, as the merits of
solar became apparent, the
drive to find ways toreduce
costs was accelerated, and
subsequently, panel costs
dropped 80 percent even
as efficiency increased
substantially.

Japan and Russia are
jointly searching to reduce
the cost of hydrogen pro-
duction by utilizing sub-
stitutes as an alternative to
costly platinum currently
used in the production of
hydrogen. German tech-
nology is seeking to lower
dramatically the cost of
greenhydrogen by splitting
water into hydrogen and

oxygen using light and
chloroplasts. In essence,
artificial photosynthesis.

Hydrogen was first pro-
duced in the 16th century
and has been used for hun-
dreds of years and during
that period safety measures
have been adopted to sub-
stantially reduce its hazards
asdemonstrated recently by
the successful operation of
more than 18,000 hydro-
gen-fueled automobiles and
31,000 forklifts.

On the other hand,
the lithium batteries used
in electric cars are sus-
ceptible to risks of fire.
General Motors, according
to The Wall Street Journal,
is recalling its all-elec-
tric Chevrolet Bolt cars
(69,000) for the second
time because potentially

the battery can cause a fire.

Other companies have had

trouble in the past year with
lithium-ion battery fires.

Ford, Hyundai, and BMW
each issued recalls for

their new battery-powered
models.

Biden’s infrastructure

plan is reported to be $2.3

trillion, of which $794
billion is allocated to trans-

portation including $174

billion for electric vehicles

and only $9 billion for
hydrogen vehicles. In my

opinion, this represents a

poor allocation of resourc-
es.
Gerry Snyder
Ely

up their act so there aren’t
more lawsuits.”

A series of OAH com-
plaints filed against the
townshipby fire department
member Jeff Maus was the
presumptive cause of the
township losing its Errors
and Omissions insurance
coverage by MATIT.

A motion by Drobac to
allow the public to attend
fire department meetings
failed on a 2-2 vote, with
Ralston and Skubic voting
against. Supervisor Carmen
DeLuca was absent. The
vote is an apparent violation
of the state’s Open Meeting
Law, which provides that
all meetings of “a commit-
tee, subcommittee, board,
department, or commission
of a public body subject to
the [Open Meeting Law]”
must be open to the public.
The township is clearly
subjectto the Open Meeting
Law.

A motion to allow
public recording of fire
department business meet-
ings also failed 2-2.

The board had voted at
meetings earlier this year,
on split votes, to prevent
recording of fire department
meetings and to close the
meetings to the public,
except for one representa-
tive of the board.

“There shouldn’t be
anything discussed at a fire
department meeting they
are worried about,” said
Lofquist.

The board did pass,

unanimously, a motion to
affirm the findings of the
report and to place a copy
of the OAH findings in the
personnel files of the chief
and assistant chief.

Other husiness

In other business, the
board:

»Decided to hold the
check, issued last month, to
the Tower Area Ambulance,
for the first half of the
subsidy agreement, until a
final contractis signed. The
board noted that the Tower
City Council had ques-
tioned some language in the
agreement that Greenwood
had added, limiting liability
for the townships.

»Heard that the town-
ship has yet to find a
new insurance carrier for
its Errors and Omissions
coverage. The Minnesota
Association of Township
insurance group (MATIT)
dropped the township’s
coverage several years ago
due to excessive litigation
against the township, and
the township has had to pay
for a separate policy.

“As of tonight I
haven’t found a carrier,”
said Ralston. “I’ve
contacted 14 already.”
Ralstondid say that MATIT
has agreed to cover 25
percent of the Errors and
Omissions policy. The
township’s current policy
expires in October.

The town board also
had questions on the

replacement cost estimates
forthe pavilion, and will try
to get an outside estimate
of itsreplacement value for
its regular insurance policy
with MATIT.

» Heard from Lee
Peterson, who asked the
town board to come up with
an estimate of how large a
budget reserve is needed,
so that information can be
used when formulating next
year’s levy request. “I hate
to see aslush fund builtup,”
he said.

» Heard that 68
responses are already in
on the township’s current
broadband survey, which
was just mailed out, with
very strong interest shown
at this point. The federal
infrastructure bill, which
has funding earmarked
for the township’s project,
has yet to move forward,
Ralston noted.

» Agreed to have com-
prehensive water testing
done on the water source
at the town hall at a cost of
approximately $470.

»Will getquotes on the
cost of clearing a few trees
around the parking lot area
that are close to impinging
on the landing zone.

»Heard that the rate
charged by township attor-
ney Couri and Ruppe is
increasing to $230 per hour
for general legal work and
$250 per hour for develop-
mental work.

a disturbing post online
from his wife — Dave was
missing. He hadn’t been
seen in a couple of days.
The police had been alerted,
people were searching, and
it wasn’t too long before
they discovered that my
best friend had committed
suicide.

Dave had spent most
of his adult life battling
depression, though he was
awfully good aboutkeeping
that hidden among casual
acquaintances and at work.
To most everyone, he was
the guy I described at the
outset. I knew better. I’d
seen some of the dark
times when he felt wholly
inadequate as a father, a
husband, and a provider.
He mostly did his best to
find a necessary balance,
and in the times he was ‘up’
he enjoyed life immensely.
Life was a roller coaster of
ups and downs for Dave,
and I’d seen him manage
it for two decades. I didn’t
see any clues to suggest
that killing himself would
ever be an option. He had
too much to live for.

To this day, I know
none of the details of his
death. I simply couldn’t
bearto ask, and I never will.
In the weeks and months
after the news I was as much
mad at him as I was sad.
Mad that he’d done that to
his wife, my friend, and his
kids. Mad thathe didn’tcall
me when he found himself
in despair. Mad at myself
for not calling more often.

Mad that he left me without
my best friend. And sad as
hell to imagine what he
must have gone through in
those final moments, and to
have our friendship come
to an end.

I eventually got past
the mad with the help of
a support group, some-
thing I'd recommend to
anyone whohashadaloved
one commit suicide. Time
has helped with the sad,
although there will always
be moments of that.

Lastweek was National
Suicide Prevention Week,
and if there’s one thing I
hate, it’s having my best
friend come to mind any
time [ hear or read the word
suicide. But if ever there
were a place and time we
should be talking about
suicide prevention, it’s here
and now.

A study of suicides
released last year found
that mining, quarrying,
and oil and gas extraction
occupations had suicide
rates high above the general
population. Construction
was second on the list,
and agriculture, forestry,
fishing, and hunting was
fourth. Welcome to the Iron
Range and North Country.
We all also know about
higher suicide rates among
our military veterans.

Equally troubling is
the upward trend of suicide
among young people.
Overall suicide rates for
those 10 to 24-years-old
increased 57 percent over

the last decade, according
to the latest data. Suicide
is the second leading cause
of death for 10 to 18-year-
olds.

And while suicide
among adults is skewed
heavily toward men, ado-
lescent girls attempt suicide
twice as often as their
male counterparts. It’s
also gotten worse during
the pandemic — emergency
room visits for girls for
attempted suicide were up
51 percent in February and
March of 2021 versus the
same period in 2020.

I don’t want any of
you reading this column
to end up like Dave, and
I don’t want any of you to
end up like me, either, with
a loved one who’s taken
their own life. If you’re
concerned about the mental
health of a loved one, a
friend, or a co-worker, go
to the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline website
at https://suicidepreven-
tionlifeline.org/how-we-
can-all-prevent-suicide/ to
learn more about the risk
factors and warning signs
forsuicide. Call the Lifeline
at 1-800-273-8255 or 988
for 24/7 free and confi-
dential support for people
in distress, prevention and
crisis resources for you or
your loved ones.

Please, be aware, be
proactive, be a lifesaver.
One more suicide is one
too many.

its proceedings;

every town meeting in

tion and all rules and
town meeting;

(5) to record every

an ordinance book;

the clerk; and

law.

Minnesota Statute 367.11
CLERK’S DUTIES.

It shall be the duty of the town clerk:
(1) to act as clerk of the town board and
keep in the clerk’s office a true record of all of

(2) unless otherwise provided by law, to have
custody of the records,
town and file and safely keep all papers required
by law to be filed in the clerk’s office;

(3) to record minutes of the proceedings of

books, and papers of the

the book of town records

and enter in them at length every order or direc-

regulations made by the

(4) tofile and preserve all accounts audited by
the town board or allowed at a town meeting and
enter a statement of them in the book of records;

request for a special vote

or special town meeting and properly post the
requisite notices of them;

(6) to post, as required by law, fair copies of
all bylaws made by the town, and make a signed
entry in the town records, of the time when and
the places where they were posted and record in
full all ordinances passed by the town board in

(7) tofurnish to the annual meeting of the town
board of audit every statement from the county
treasurer of money paid to the town treasurer, and
all other information about fiscal affairs of the
town in the clerk’s possession, and all accounts,
claims, and demands against the town filed with

(8) to perform any other duties required by

the
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Monday

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:30-
5:00 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
Sept. 21

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first (busi-
ness meeting) and third
(drill) Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Breitung Town Board-
12 noon on Sept. 23

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

St. Martin’s to hold

Christmas Bazaar

TOWER- St. Martin’s
Catholic Church in Tower
is happy to announce that
they will once again be
hosting a Christmas Ba-
zaar. The event will be held
on Saturday, Nov. 6 in the
church social hall. They
are in the early planning
of the event and are now
looking for local crafters
to participate. The cost for
a table is $20. If interested,
please contact Maryann at
the rectory (218-753-4310)
by Oct. 13. Office hours
are Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, from 9 a.m. to
12 noon.

Big Truck Night set
for Sept. 30
SOUDAN- Tower-

Soudan Early Childhood
Family Education (ECFE)
and Breitung Township
are again sponsoring Big
Truck Night. This free
family event will be held
on Thursday, Sept. 30 from
4 — 6 p.m. at the Soudan
Recreation Area (skating
rink area). The event is
geared for toddlers, pre-
schoolers, and elementary
age children and their fam-
ilies. There will be a vari-
ety of large trucks for the
children to explore. Hot
dogs will be served.

ECEFE classes for fam-
ilies with children age in-
fant through five begin on
Sept. 23 at the Tower-Sou-
dan School. This adult with
child class meets Thurs-
days from 9 — 10:30 a.m.
Contact ECFE at 218-753-
4040 ext. 6113 for more
information.

Joint Powers Rec
Board, Sept. 28

TOWER- The Tower-
Soudan Joint Powers Rec-
reation Board will meet
on Tuesday, Sept. 28 at
8:30 a.m. at Sulu’s. Any
requests for funding must
be made in writing, prior to
the meeting, and dropped
at Tower City Hall.

TOWER-SOUDAN KINDERGARTEN

Clockwise from left: Teacher 5Y &y
Kristine Sorgenfrei led her class i |

of the school’s youngest
learners on their first day of “big
school”. Kai’lee uses her brand
new set of crayons, Brayden
checks out his new pencil
pouch, Boone washes his hands
before snacktime, and Ms.
Sorgenfrei answers a question
from Betty. photos by J. Summit

Learning inside
and outside...

Students at Vermilion Country
School started their school year
with plenty of time outdoors as
well as doing projects indoors.
Pictured clockwise from top left:
Bailey Pratt works on a drawing
for her nature journal, Jorja
Heglin builds a newspaper tower,
Kierra Debelak engineered the
tallest newspaper structure, Siri
Salmela works on her journal,
students get tips on how to do
their daily nature journaling
project. photos by J. Summit

TOWER- Tower-
Soudan Historical Society
was unable to host an an-
nual meeting in 2020 and
looks forward to seeing
and visiting with TSHS
members and supporters

—
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HARVEST
BASKET PRAWING
Sept. 17
o Tickets Still On Sale o

Market Time...
Fridays 4-6 PM
at the Train Depot

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Tower-Soudan Historical Society annual meeting and dinner, Sept. 21

again on Tuesday, Sept.
21 at the Tower Civic
Center. Doors open at 5
p.m. The feature presen-
tation, A Time to Remem-
ber: The Memorial for
Soudan’s Fallen Miners,
begins at 5:30 p.m.

James Pointer, In-
terpretive Supervisor at
Lake Vermilion-Soudan
Underground Mine State
Park, will describe the
research and work to date
on this project. With an
anticipated opening on
Memorial Day Weekend
in 2022, the memorial
display is intended to be

a living document, allow-
ing changes to be made as
we receive more informa-
tion from family members
and visitors. This presen-
tation is free and open to
the public.

After the presenta-
tion, at approximately 6
p-m., Chefs Marko Ste-
fanich and Pam Abraha-
mson will serve a buffet
dinner of champagne
chicken, beef au jus and
all the trimmings. Dinner
cost is $16 and may be
paid at the door. Advance
reservations are required
by Friday, Sept. 17. Please

call TSHS at 218-753-
5021 and leave a message
with your name, phone
number, and the number
of attendees, if you wish
to join us for dinner.

A summary of TSHS
activities will be shared
at the annual meeting.
Membership dues ($10
single/$20 family) may
be paid at this time for
the 2022 year or any
past years that are owed.
Membership numbers are
significant to show com-
munity support for TSHS
grant applications and for
operating expenses at the

Depot Museum. Mem-
bership is also important
for supporting the vision,
mission, and project goals
of the society. If you have
interest in a particular
TSHS project, volunteers
are also very much appre-
ciated.

The beautiful, award-
winning History of Erie
Mining Company book
will be for sale for $45.
A preview copy will be
available.



THE TIMBERJAY

ELY LOCAL NEWS

September 17, 2021 7

ELY - A grass roots effort sprang
upin Ely last month, with support from
Susan Laine and other volunteers,
to celebrate, support and thank the
pilots, police, firefighters,loggers,and
everyone else fighting the numerous
wild fires, especially the 26 ,000-acre

Greenwood Fire.

A variety of homemade signs
sprang up all over town as Operation
Signs of Love gained a tremendous

following.

OUR COMMUNITY

‘Signs of |.0VB B"Oﬂ O"BTS Sllllll(lﬂ I(I llreilghters

Inaddition,boxesofthe postersand ~

signs of appreciation were delivered to
fire stations and incident command
centers associated with the fire-fighting
efforts. Brandy Marie Aase and Abigail
Jacobson created a poster and mascot
for those fighting the Greenwood fire:
Slay the Beast. Laine said, “Superior
National Forest administrators and all
the folks behind the scenes appreciate
the outpouring of love coming from
Ely. I’ve been asked to thank the fuel
guys, supply guys, and the folks who
keep the camp clean and sanitary and
I’ve been asked to bring posters to the
Duluth airport to thank them for flying
the firefighters into Minnesota. Thank
you Ely for sharing yourlove with these
amazing men and women committed

to ending this fire.”

To get involved, call Laine at

218-235-8065.

Sign makers above, include, front row from left,
Dan Amitrano, Miah Aase, Carter Hatfield, back
row from left, Randy Stegeman, Jodi Urman, Kris
Winkelman, Susan Laine. photos by K. Vandervort

HEALTH SERVICES

Ely hospital now offers robotic-assisted surgery

ELY - Starting this
month, Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital
(EBCH) will offer robot-
ic-assisted surgery.

According to a press
release fromthe local health
provider, robotic technolo-
gy gives surgeons the tools
for safer, more effective
procedures, and studies
show that minimally inva-
sive techniques provide
better outcomes and shorter
recovery times for patients.

Through a partnership
with Intuitive Surgical,Inc.,
the da Vinci Surgical System
manufacturers, EBCH will
be able to offer patients the
latest in robotic surgery
technology. The da Vinci
Surgical System has been
used since 2000 in various
procedures and was one of
the first minimally invasive

surgical systems cleared
by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).
Surgeons in all 50 states
and 66 countries worldwide
use da Vinci systems and
technologies.
Robotic-assisted
surgery using the da Vinci
Surgical System gives sur-
geons complete control
over procedures, according
to the press release. The da
Vinci System is powered
by robotic technology that
allows the surgeon’s hand
movements to be translated
into smaller, precise move-
ments of tiny instruments
inside the patient. This
allows for greater precision
and range of motion and
offers much greater tremor
control. It also provides a
3D view inside the patient’s
body, and the procedure is

magnified ten times greater
than physicians would oth-
erwise see.

The system is safe,
effective and has been used
inover seven million proce-
durestodate.“Withaproven
track record of success, the
da Vinci Surgical System
is the perfect tool to help
our team provide the best
general surgical offer-
ings possible,” said Patti
Banks, Ely-Bloomenson
Community Hospital
CEO. “The EBCH Board
of Directors and Senior
Leadership are thrilled to
bring this technology to
people in the communities
we serve.”

EBCH wins

Gold Honors
The Ely hospital was
recently voted an inaugural

Minnesota’s BestGold-level
winner in the categories of
BestHospital ,Best Medical
Practice, and Best Physical
Therapy. A complete list
of winners is available at
VotedMinnesotasBest.com
andinthe 2021 Minnesota’s
Best magazine published in
the Star Tribune.

Minnesota’s Best
is Minnesota’s premier
readers’ choice award
program and is open to all
Minnesotabusinesses, large
and small. Minnesotans
were asked to nominate and
vote for their favorite local
business resulting in over
800 winners. There was no
costtobe selected, voted for,
or to win this contest.

Star Tribune Chief
Revenue Officer Paul
Kasbohm said, “As

Minnesota’s largest
and most-trusted media
company, we set out to
deliver a “best of”” program
thathelps support Minnesota
businesses by being second
to none in this marketplace.
And judging by the contents
of our magazine, we think
you will find Minnesota’s
Best the new gold stan-
dard for discovering all the
amazing businesses that
make Minnesotasucha great
place to live and work.”
More than 11,000 busi-
nesses, people, and places
were nominated between
March 28 and April 14.
Minnesota’s Best voters cast
more than 525,000 votes in
April and May. More than
800 individuals and com-
panies were named a gold-,
silver- or bronze-winner in
more than 300 categories.

Ely Police Department

Arrests/Citations:

> Traffic Stop-
Individual issued a cita-
tion for driving without
insurance.

»Disturbance-
Individual arrested for
Disorderly Conduct and a
Probation Violation.

»Domestic Assault-
Individual arrested for
Domestic Assault.

Complaints:

»Public Assist-
Individual let back into
their residence.

»Parking Complaint-
Officers were informed
of a boat that was parked
for an extended period
of time. The boat was
moved by the owner.

»Disturbance-
Officers were contacted
by a local business that
was concerned that a
person was going to
return and cause issues.
Officers remained there
and the person did not
return.

»Check Welfare-
Officers were contacted
about a person that was
talking about self-harm.
Officers determined that
the person was safe.

> Suspicious
Activity- Officers were
called about an individual
that was stacking wood
and about to start a fire.
Officers arrived and the
individual explained that
they were just cleaning up
the woods.

» Animal
Disturbance- Officers

were contacted about a
dog in a vehicle. Officers
located the vehicle with
windows open and the
owner said the dog was
only inside for a short
time.

» Assist Other
Agency- Officers assist-
ed a neighboring agency
with an unknown trouble
call.

»Disturbance-
Officers were contacted
about a person yelling in
the street. Officers located
the person who went
inside.

»Loud Party-
Officers were contact-
ed about a large party.
Officers were unable to
locate the party.

>»Neighbor Trouble-
Officers were contacted
about a neighbor taking
pictures of another neigh-
bor. This case is under
investigation.

»Extra Patrol-
Officers were contacted
about extra patrol around
a residence.

»Security Alarm-
Officers were called to a
security alarm at a local
business. Officers deter-
mined the alarm to be
false.

» Animal
Disturbance- Officers
located a cat that jumped
out of a window. The
cat was unharmed and
returned to the owner.

» Callback- Officers
were requested to call an
individual about how to
get a harassment order.

»Parking Complaint-

Activity Report Aug. 15-31, 2021

Officers were informed of
a vehicle that was parked
for an extended period

of time. The vehicle was
moved by the owner.

» Animal
Disturbance- Officers
were contacted about
a dog that ran away.
Officers were not able to
locate the dog.

» Disturbance-
Officers were contacted
about two individuals
arguing. Officers arrived
and did not locate anyone.

» Theft- Officers
received a report of a
poster that was stolen
from a local business.
Officers located the poster
and it was returned. The
person was trespassed
from the property.

» Fire- Officers took
a report of a fire that
happened outside a local
business. The fire was
put out prior to officers
arriving.

»Motor Vehicle
Crash- Officers were con-
tacted about a two-vehicle
crash with no injuries and
minor vehicle damage.

» Vehicle Theft-
Officers responded to a
theft of a motor vehicle.
This case is under inves-
tigation.

» Animal
Disturbance- Officers
were contacted about a
dog in a vehicle. Officers
located the vehicle with
windows open and deter-
mined the dog was not in
any distress.

»Public Assist-
Individual let back into

their residence.

»Damage to
Property- Officers were
contacted about a storage
unit that was damaged.
Officers determined that
entry was not made into
the unit.

» Animal
Disturbance- Officers
were contacted about a
dog that chased a person.
Officers contacted the
owner of the dog and a
plan was put in place.

»Public Assist-
Letter of good conduct
sent out.

»Trouble Neighbor-
Officers were contacted
about a neighbor having
garbage around the yard.

Officers talked with the
neighbor to get the issue
resolved.

»Damage to
Property- Officers were
contacted about damage
to a residence. This case
is under investigation.

» Juvenile Trouble-
Officers were contacted
about a vehicle that had
eggs thrown at it. This
case is under investiga-
tion.

»Lost Property-
Officers were contacted
about property that was
lost two weeks prior.

> Fire- Officers were
called to a recreational
fire. Officers arrived and
the fire was put out.

Gardne
Humanities
Trust

We are now accepting

2021 Arts Grant

Applications

for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants,
Scholarships & Operational Funding

Updated grant applications and guidelines are
available online at www.gardnertrust.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS:
12:00 noon on Fri., Sept. 24

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact

ner

Keiko Williams, Executive Director, by mid-September
for help and review of their applications.

Call 365-2639 or email info@gardnertrust.org

Youth Grant applicants must call Keiko by Wed., Sept. 1
to schedule a grant review meeting.

ELY - The Tuesday
Group community edu-
cational lunch gathering
meets every Tuesday at
the Grand Ely Lodge.
Participants have an oppor-
tunity to order lunch. For
those interested in being a
host,or whohave aspeaker
suggestion, contact
Lacey Squier by email
at ElyTuesdayGroup@
gmail.com or call her at
218-216-9141.

Upcoming Tuesday
Group speakers:

»Sept.21: Line 3 Part
Two (extended 90-minute
session)-Frank Bibeau,
Line 3 Pipeline and
Indigenous Communities
in Minnesota.

»Sept.28: Meet New
Ely-Area Residents.

»Oct. 5: Forest fire
behavior and tree mortality
with Lee Frelich.

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2021

cool nights with mild days
garden offers rich delights

soon the weather turns

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Closed on Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St., Ely.
SUNDAY NIGHT AA -
at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church is cancelled.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday at
noon at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church,

231 E. Camp St., Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Call
218-365-3359, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUPS:
Babbitt: 3rd Monday of
Month: 6-7:30 p.m. at
Carefree Living

Ely: 4th Monday of
Month: 10-11:30 a.m. at
Ely-Bloomenson Hospital
Conference Room B
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COOK - It’'s been
over 20 years since DeDe
Desannoy Tuuri Kaml
passed from this world af-
ter battling breast cancer,
and almost 40 years since
a tragic snowmobile ac-
cident on Lake Vermilion
took the lives of her first
husband and two young
sons. But time will not
forget her legacy of perse-
verance, hope, and love of
family and friends thanks
to a new scholarship fund
in her name established by
her best friend, her brother
Mick.

College scholarships
for North Woods School
students will be awarded
beginning in 2022 from a
$100,000 fund set up by
Mick Desannoy and ad-
ministered by the Cook
Lions Club. Three schol-
arships of $3,000 will be
awarded annually to stu-
dents attending either a
technical/trade school or
college.

“My sister DeDe and
I were always really close
through high school and
even college,” Desan-
noy said in a prepared
statement. “She attended
Moorhead State majoring
in biology and I in phar-
macy across the Red River
in Fargo. She was my best
friend and was always
there for me and I for her.”

About DeDe

DeDe and Mick grew
up together in Tower, the
daughter and son of a
businessman and a home-
maker. DeDe and her first
husband, dentist William

“Butch” Tuuri, were mar-
ried in St. Martin's Cath-
olic Church in Tower in
1974.

After they both com-
pleted college, the couple
moved to Cook, where
Butch started his den-
tal practice at the Cook
Clinic. His sister, Judith
Ulseth, of Cook, remem-
bers the first time she met
DeDe.

“She flowed into my
life on a sunny spring day
right after we had our sec-
ond child,” Ulseth said.
“DeDe, this new person
I’d never met, hopped up
on my bed, red curly hair
bright against her white
lace ruffled shirt with
brown velvet pants. She
asked me question upon
question in marvel with
the new baby. She did not
forget to lavish attention
on our oldest son, Wade.
Her concern for me was
startling and warm. That
was DeDe, always think-
ing of others.”

Ulseth said that the
young couple first lived
with her parents, Oiva and
Gladys Tuuri, on Lake
Vermilion.

“Then they bought an
old trailer home on a lot
down the lake on an old
logging road called Phil-
lips Road,” Ulseth said.
“That’s where they lived
until they were expecting
their second baby.”

Butch and DeDe had
two sons, Will and Luke,
who were two years apart,
and there was nothing
more important in their
lives, Ulseth said.

“They were both very
good with children, such
a good match, the two of

GIVING BACK

Legacy of triumph through tragedy lives on

$100,000 scholarship fund established by brother will keep his sister's memory alive

them, and they were very
good parents,” she said.
“If you were visiting with
them and Will came home
from school, all conversa-
tions stopped and they sat
and visited with Will. She
constantly had fun things
for them to do, and it was
just so natural to her. She
would always sit down
with children and talk to
them, no matter whose
child it was.”

But DeDe’s happy
family life came crashing
down on a March day in
1983 when Butch took
the boys, now five and
three, for a snowmobile
ride on the lake. When
they hadn’t returned by
nightfall, DeDe and one
of Judith’s uncles jumped
on a snowmobile and
followed Butch’s tracks
onto the lake. What they
discovered was horrify-
ing. Butch’s snowmobile
had fallen through the ice,
and he and both boys had
drowned.

“March 19, 1983,
when her family drowned
on Lake Vermilion near
their home after their
snowmobile went thru
the ice was a devastating
day for her, her families,
many friends and myself,”
said Desannoy in his state-
ment. “They say losing a
child is the worst thing
that could ever happen to
a parent but DeDe lost her
entire family, both chil-
dren and her husband.”

It was then that
DeDe’s faith as a Jeho-
vah’s Witness came to the
fore as she tried to cope
with her devastating loss,
Ulseth said.

“She never felt sor-

DeDe Desannoy Tuuri Kaml is being honored

with a scholarship fund established in her name
by her brother, Mick Desannoy. The first three
scholarships from the fund will be awarded to
North Woods School graduates in 2022. submitted

ry for herself or cried out
‘why did this happen’ to
her, but quietly would
mourn privately,” Desan-
noy said. “I remember my
mother told me when stay-
ing with DeDe after the
accident that she would
take long walks by her-
self. After coming back
my mother would check
her jacket pockets and
the kleenex was wet from
tears. She always carried
the “hope” of seeing them
again. DeDe’s strong will
and ability to ‘move on’
was amazing to me and
she truly was my hero.”

And while she was
grieving privately, DeDe
was also reaching out to
support other family and
friends. Equally affected
by the tragedy was the
Tuuri family, and Ulseth
said DeDe and her mother
became extremely close in
the months and years fol-
lowing the accident.

Eventually, DeDe
found new love and mar-
riage with Frank “Frank-
ie” Kaml Jr., a man 15
years her junior that she
and Butch had once giv-
en rides to on the lake.
The couple became close

during the times Kaml
came over to work on
various things around the
home DeDe moved to af-
ter the accident.

“She said, ‘I have
been so lucky. I’ve been
loved by two wonderful
men. How could anybody
have a better life than
that?’” Ulseth said.

But the couple’s life
together was destined to
last just 12 years. In 1998,
DeDe was diagnosed with
breast cancer.

“It was bad enough
they had to do a full mas-
tectomy, but it metasta-
sized,” Ulseth said. "She
only lived 18 months from
diagnosis to death.”

But throughout this
second ordeal, DeDe con-
tinued to be a light to all
those around her, Ulseth
said.

“I am so proud of her
and really miss her,” De-
sannoy said. “So much
more can be said. I have
spent the past year trying
to figure out some kind
of memorial for her and I
feel this academic schol-
arship at the Cook school
where they were raising
their children would be
appropriate. I felt that an
essay on the ‘importance
of good friends and fami-
ly’ written by students ap-
plying for the scholarship
would be good for them to
write about if nothing else
than to reinforce such ide-
als throughout their lives.”

Students should con-
tact the guidance office at
North Woods School for
complete details about the
DDTK Scholarship and
how to apply.

L

Folk

COOK- The Cook
Public Library is bringing
folk music to Cook City
Park on the last Thursday
in September with a con-
cert by The Lost Forty.

The Sept. 30 concert
is scheduled to begin at
5:30 p.m. at the park ga-
zebo.

Bemidji native Brian
Miller and Wisconsinite
Randy Gosa perform the
fascinating folk music that
once rang out across the
Great Lakes region in the
days when pine was king.
Their sources and their

music coming to

approach celebrate two
centuries of Irish musical
influence on the under-ex-
plored musical traditions
of the north woods. Their
show includes rich region-
al history, colorful stories
and beautifully interwo-
ven accompaniment on
bouzouki and guitar.
Miller is a recipi-
ent of the Parsons Fund
Award from the Ameri-
can Folklife Center at the
Library of Congress and
has been awarded several
grants from the Minneso-
ta State Arts Board for his

Gook

revival of regional folk
music. Randy’s versatile
musicianship has been
described by critic Alex
Monaghan (Folk World)
as “driving, percussive,
lyrical, gentle, dominant
by turns.” As a duo, they
mix a passion for north
woods history and folk-
lore with their approach
to song arrangement.
They have performed at
the University of Chicago
Folk Festival, Milwaukee
Irish Fest and over 100
venues across Minnesota.
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Friends Kalle and Alice are making tie-dye shirts at the Alzheimer's fund-

raiser at Cook's Country Connection on Sept. 9. photo by D. Colburn

Duo teams for fun on the
farm Alzheimer's fundraiser

COOK- When Dana
Sanders wanted to raise
money ahead of partici-
pating in the Duluth Walk
to End Alzheimer’s last
Saturday, she connected
with Lois Pajari at Cook’s
Country Connection.

The cause of elimi-
nating Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is close to Sanders’
heart — her father lives

with the condition. Pa-

jari, too, know others who
have been touched by the
disease.

But a mere four days
before what was to be a
simple evening event, Pa-
jari decided they should
turn simple into festive.
Making calls and recruit-
ing others to help make it
happen, by Thursday her
farmyard was filled with
vendors and children’s

activities. Eric and Anna
Pedersen were there to
provide musical enter-
tainment, and Cook Am-
bulance Service brought
its newest ambulance out
for the event.

While the event was
pulled together on short
notice, the event was a hit
with attendees, and a re-
peat next year could be in
the works.

Etching classes
featured in October
at NWFA gallery

COOK- Learn the art
of etching with art teacher
Lyn Reed in two October
classes at Northwoods
Friends of the Arts Gal-
lery in Cook.

Etching is a print-
making technique that
uses chemical action to
produce incised lines in
a printing plate that holds
applied ink to form an im-
age. The art of etching

is one of the oldest print-
making mediums, origi-
nating in the 15th century
and evolving out of tech-
niques developed by ar-
morers.

In the “Etching One”
class on Saturday, Oct. 9
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., stu-
dents will design and print
a simple etching.

“Etching Two” on
Saturday, Oct. 16 from 9
am. to 1 p.m., will have

students coloring their
etching prints.
Reed has created

COMMUNITY NEWS

lovely pottery on display
at NWFA Gallery along
with many other works of
art as a professional art-
ist. She was the art teach-
er at North Woods School
before retiring.

For each session
there is a $5 materials
fee in addition to mini-
mum class fees of $10 for
NWFA members and $20
for non-members. Call
218-666-2153 to register
or come by the NWFA
Gallery at 210 S River
St., open Wednesdays,

Thursdays and Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. through the end of
the month. In October, the
gallery will not be open
on Wednesdays.

NWFA’s is a non-
profit arts organization
inspiring, nurturing and
celebrating the arts in the
Cook area. More infor-
mation is available online
at nwfamn.org, on Face-
book, or by emailing nw-
famn.org@gmail.com.

Church offers free

community meal

COOK- With tem-
peratures taking on a
pleasant fall-like chill,
scalloped potatoes with
ham is indeed a meal for
the season, and one that
can be had for free at
the monthly community
meal at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Cook on Thurs-
day, Sept. 23 from 4 to 6
p-m. The menu also in-
cludes a vegetable, dinner
roll and dessert.

This month’s meal
will be drive through, and
everyone is welcome.

Wooster graduates
from NTC with

nursing degree

BEMIDIJI- Jennifer
Wooster, of Cook, gradu-
ated with an Associate of
Science degree in nursing
from Northwest Technical
College in Bemidji at the
conclusion of the spring
2021 semester.
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Ely safe school advisory council reconvenes

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - By the second
day of the new school
year, a confirmed case of
COVID-19 was reported
in Ely schools, yet the con-
troversial K-12 face mask
mandate was the main topic
at the Ely Safe Learning
Plan Advisory Council
meeting last Thursday.

ISD 696 administrators
have been forced to defend
the controversial measure
and indicated that the
face-covering requirements
will continue for at least
another week, and likely
longer, while COVID-19
surges in the community.

Superintendent Erik
Erie told members that
school administrators rec-
ommend that the mandate
continue for all indoor
settings on campus.

He acknowledged the
public criticism, includ-
ing a petition signed by
nearly 300 school district
residents opposed to the
mandate, saying school
leaders would continue to
consult with health officials
and perhaps develop a plan

MASKS...Continued from page 1

residents,including parents,
students and a couple of
local health professionals,
addressed the school board
in the open forum portion
of the meeting. Most of
the speakers were clearly
opposed to the district’s
last-minute implementation
oftherequirement,and their
impassioned rhetoric drew
loud cheers and standing
ovation disruptions from
the audience who filled the
floor-level bleachers on one
side of the gym. The Ely
Police Chief stood by and
monitored the situation.

A petition calling for
the reversal of the ISD 696
Safe Learning Plan and the
face mask requirement,
signed by upwards of 300
residents, gained support
throughout the Ely com-
munity in the past ten days.
The petition was included
in the school board agenda
packet. Many of the petition
signers vocally reinforced
their displeasure with the
school board atthe meeting.

As a new variant of
COVID-19 surges across
the country, state and local
communities, the ISD 696
administration, with the full
support of the local school
board, took the advice of
state and local health pro-
fessionals, and in a move
to provide a safe learning
environment for Ely stu-
dents, changed the school
year re-opening plan from
amask-wearing recommen-
dation to a mask-wearing
requirement.

Frank Udovich, who
signed the petition, referred
to the school’s “illogical
fears” about COVID.

“COVIDisnever going
away and we can never
vaccinate or mask our way
outofthe problem,” he said.

In his online peti-
tion comments, Udovich
summed up the opinion of
90 percent of the school
board meeting audience:
“This is absolute nonsense.
You’ve not only basi-
cally PRESSURED our

HIBBING .
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262-3049 ..}

Face mask rules, public health data reviewed

Ely may be a trend setter when it comes to making the

move. A lot of schools that did not start (the new school
year) with requiring masks are now coming before their
boards requiring the masks.

Aubrie Hoover, St. Louis County Health Department

foreasing the restrictions if
and when COVID-19 case
rates ease.

“Nobody wants to
be wearing a mask,” said
Erie. “The big question is
what is it going to take to
change from mask on to
mask off. We don’t have
all the answers yet.”

Inregardtothe petition
from the Ely Community
Voice group, he added,
“We’re hearing from the
community, certainly with
the petition. People want
to know what we’re doing
and why. That message
certainly came through.”

After adjourning for
the summer, the Advisory
Council reconvened on

Aug. 10 to prepare for the
upcoming school year.

“At that time the
Minnesota Department of
Health was expecting a
surge (inCOVID cases) but
optimistically looked at that
going down before school,”
Erie said. “We know that
hasn’t happened.”

One positive case of
coronavirus was reported
at Washington Elementary
School on Wednesday.
No quarantines were
announced.

“We went all summer
without a positive case,
and we had a lot of people
around here, certainly a lot
of employees and a lot of
construction workers and

a robust summer school
program,” Erie said.

ISD 696 administra-
tors developed messaging
on what the district intend-
ed to do regarding public
health protocols, including
a “strong recommendation
to wear face masks” that
was announced on Monday,
Aug. 23.

A resolution adopted
that day by the Ely school
board renewed the authori-
ty of school administrators
toreactquickly tochanging
COVIDcasedataincluding
requiring face masks.

“That allowed us to do
things quickly without the
need to convene a special
school board meeting if

our situations change,”
Erie said.

Laterthat week,asnew
information and health pro-
fessional recommendations
concerning the surging
coronavirus case rate were-
considered, the school
district came out with the
new mask-to-school rules.

“The timing for all
of us was frustrating. It
was frustrating for our
administration team, and
for our school board,” he
said. “This was a difficult
decision to make given
the timing and with school
ready to start the following
Tuesday.”

He listed the surging
COVID-19 transmission
rate in Ely, new guide-
lines from the Minnesota
Department of Health,
and Essentia Ely Clinic
messaging urging that all
students wear face masks
asthe trigger forthe change.

Guidance from
changes in the regional
COVID case-rate data and
health professional recom-
mendations will continue to

dictate how and when any
school safe learning poli-
cies will be adjusted in Ely
schools. A petition from as
many as 300 district resi-
dents calling for masking of
children to be the choice of
parents/guardians and not
the school district was to be
presented to the Ely school
board this week.

Aubrie Hoover of the
St. Louis County Public
Health Department told
school officials that, “Ely
may be atrend setter when it
comes to making the move
(to a mask mandate). A lot
of schools that did not start
(the new school year) with
requiring masks are now
coming before their boards
requiring the masks.”

Hibbing was setto start
with their mask mandate
this week.

“Other schools are
reviewing and making
similardecisionsto (Ely). A
lot of schools are changing
their plans. You are the first
of many that are making this
change,” she said.

The Ely Safe Learning
Plan Advisory Council is
scheduled to meet again
onThursday, Sept. 23.

young children into getting
the vaccine, now you are
FORCING them to wear
masks. Unbelievable!!! I
don’t even want to hear the
excuses that ‘you’re making
it a safe environment’ for
all. That is ridiculous!
Masks are NOT going to
stopCOVIDsopleasedon’t
give me the ‘science’ BS on
masks.”

Another speaker
engaged in apersonal attack
directed at Superintendent
Erie and was immediately
gaveled out of order by
school board chair Ray
Marsnik.

Ely student Micah
Larson, a senior and presi-
dent of the school’s student
council, well-known to the
school board forhis English
department book-banning
support,and arecentattempt
to tie a local 9/11 tribute
event with the ultra-con-
servative Young America
Foundation, confirmed
that he was the author of
the petition calling for the
reversal of the face mask
mandate.

The young Larson
boy followed his father,
Matthew, in addressing
the school board in support
of his own petition. He
questioned the presence of
leadership in the Ely school
district.

“I hope every one of
you realizes you have lost
the trust of a majority of
the parents, taxpayers, and
I hate to say it, but many of
the teachers in this school
as well,” he said.

Larson added, “There
are multiple teachers that
I have heard of who won’t
speak their mind about this
issue fearing for their job or
other reasons. Obviously,
the leadership in this district
has simply gone down the
drain.”

He threatened to leave
the high schoolifhis petition
request was not honored.

“I will lose out on
scholarships, possibly even
college opportunities. And

you will lose a high-achiev-
ing student and current
valedictorian of the Class
0of 2022.” he told the school
board.

The school board made
no move to rescind the face
mask mandate.

Dr. Joe Bianco, a phy-
sician with the Essentia Ely
health clinic, stressed that
the mitigationof COVID-19
does not solely rest on face
masks. That practice, he
said, is just one component
of several steps including
hand and surface sanitiz-
ing, social-distancing and
vaccinating.

“Itisthe school’s policy
makers that make the poli-
cies,tolook at what’s on the
ground, to look at what’s in
the field, to figure out what
is the best strategy. That’s
hard work,” he said. Bianco
apologized to the Ely school
board.

“Essentia Health was
late to the table getting
information that we felt was
important for our patients to
you guys. I’ll take the heat
on that one. There is still a
lot of data to get. To err on
the side of caution is the best
practice for everyone.”

School parent Mark
Sponholz asked the board a
series of thetorical questions
concerning theirknowledge
of structural engineering in
developing and approving
a $20 million building ren-
ovation project.

“When they started
that building project, the
school board decided to
talk to experts,” he said.
“Why would we consider
any different approach
when it comes to deciding
what is the right thing to do
for the health safety of our
school,our children and our
community?”

He continued, “The
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention,
the Minnesota Department
of Health, a number of local
physicians are all aligned.
We should be wearing
masks. I’'m here tonight
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It’s bull s**t to wear masks.

Tim Williamson, Ely petition signer

to support the decision to
mandate masks becauseitis
in alignment with a number
of experts and those who
have the expertise to give us
guidanceinthis.Iimploreto
continue to follow the guid-
ance. Listen to the structural
engineers and make sure our
buildings don’t fall down.
And listen to the people
who are telling us what to
do to keep our children safe
as well.”

Few in the crowded
gym expressed support for
his comments.

A selection of com-
ments in the 290 signatures
on the petition presented to
the school board included:

» Matthew Kosinski,
“Once again the Ely School
District has overstepped
their bounds by mandat-
ing masks. Didn’t you get
enough of this last year? I
want nothing more than to
remove my kids from this
school district but my wife
won’t move out of Ely.”

» Laverne Murphy,
“The school should not be
adictatorship. The decision
to mask a child should be
left up to the parents. These
masks can be doing more
harm than good for a child
and can be such a distrac-
tion to the child’s learning
abilities.”

» Stephanie Powell,
“My children will not be
wearing masks for this
school year.”

» Bob Zupancich,
“Erik Erie should be fired!
I’ve heard nothing but neg-
ative things about him!! No
masks!!”

»Nick Wognum,“The

Since 1948
Wells
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* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

www.timberjay.com

school board set up a com-
mittee to deal with these
issues. This decision was
made by the superintendent,
not the committee.”

»Cael Neilsen, “I as
a free American with con-
stitutional rights decline to
comply with this tyrannical
mask mandate.”

» Tim Williamson,
“It’s bull s**t to wear
masks.”

The board listened
to comments for about
80 minutes. Later, during
Erie’s update on the Safe
Learning Reopening Plan,
members weighed in on
the issue.

“I am in favor of the
mask mandate and hope
we will be able to lift
it in a short period of
time,” Marsnik said. “To
me the mask mandate is not
about freedom and personal
choice.” He was shouted
down by members of the
audience.

After a pause, Marsnik
continued, “It is about
making sure that our stu-
dents and staff have a safe
place to learn and work.
A place where the risk of
illness is minimized. It is
the goal of us on the school
board to make sure this
happens.”

The board chair recited
the district’s mission state-
ment: “The mission of Ely
Public Schoolsis to educate
all students in a positive and
safeenvironmenttobecome
respectful and responsible
persons who are lifelong
learners.”

After citing declining
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statewide MCA test results
and the challenges of virtual
learning, Marsnik asserted,
“I want the kids in school.
I’'m a school teacher. I
taught school for 35 years.
We all want the kids in
school because we all know
they learn better when they
are in the classroom with
a teacher. This is what we
want. Mask mandates and
vaccinations are two of the
mitigation tools we have
that will help us to make
this happen.”

Marsnik related infor-
mation that COVID-19
vaccination trials for stu-
dents under the age of 12
are ongoing and could be
available this fall. He was
shouted down again by
members of the audience
and was forced to pound his
gavel for order.

“We represent all of
the people in this district,”
he said.

The other members
voiced support for the mask
mandate decision. They
agreed thattransparency and
communication to district
residents was lacking and
called for improvements in
that area.

The board will review
the reopening plan and
mask mandate at their
study session on Monday,
Sept. 27.
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Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- While
Tuesday’s working session
of the ISD 2142 school
board was devoted to
reviewing state assessment
results, board chairman
Dan Manick delivered his
own scathing assessment
of the district’s failure
to address long-standing
issues with the deteriorat-
ing condition of the conces-
sion building at the North
Woods football, baseball
and softball complex.

Manick’s indictment
came at the end of the
meeting during closing
comments from board
members, sparked by a
commentfrom fellow board
member Pat Christensen.

“The only thing I've
got is that I had two people
who approached me in
the Zup’s parking lot (in
Cook) wondering if they
can run a garden hose over
to the concession stand,
or if the lines are broken
underneath to the drain

TOWER...Continued from page 1

previously worked for two
other private collections
firms, based in the Twin
Cities, where he served as
a manager and coach of
collections teams. Schultz
grew up in Virginia and
holds a BA in political
science from St. John’s
University in Collegeville.
Schultz also has
recent experience in city
of Tower governance,
currently serving as
treasurer of the Tower
Economic Development
Authority and as chair of
the city’s Planning and
Zoning Commission. If the
council approves the hiring
later this month, Schultz
would likely begin his
employment with the city in
October. Ranua has agreed
to stay on to help Schultz
settle into the position.

Police contract

In other action, the
council voted 4-1, with
councilor Sheldon Majerle
voting no, to pursue a

times
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ISD 2142 school hoard chair sounds off on concession stand

Manick vows to see serious problems corrected before his term ends

line,” Christensen said.
“I’'m starting to hear a bit
about the fact that we don’t
have a concession stand,
so hopefully something’s
getting closertodone. They
can sell, but you can’t use
the bathrooms. They have
no water.”

The facility has been
plagued for years by
uneven and dramatic set-
tling of the concrete slab
on which it sits, in places
more than five inches, dis-
torting fixtures and cutting
off water to the building.
Uneven also describes
the poor conditions of the
football field and baseball
and softball outfields at
North Woods, all of which
suffer from poor drainage,
and are among a litany of
construction issues at the
10-year-old school.

But on Tuesday,
Manick zeroed in on the
concession stand.

“Just kind of pig-

gybacking on Pat, I'll
probably call Reggie
(Superintendent Reggie
Engebritson) and see how
we could put something
on the agenda for the next
school board meeting,” he
said as a prelude to express-
ing his frustrations over the
district’s inaction.

“I’ve only got a little
bit of time left in my last
term here, and you want to
come to the school board
and make a difference with
whatever it might be,” he
continued. “Well, Pat’s
been here how many years
now,and’'minmy seventh
year, and how damn long
have we been talking about
that concession stand?
I want it on our agenda.
Maybe let’s just tear the
damn thing down and start
over again, because before
Ileave here, we’re going to
do something about it. 'm
tired of justkicking this can
down the road.”

Manick said he
received plenty of nega-
tive feedback about the
situation when he was the
baseball coach.

“I’haven’tbeen coach-
ing for two and a half
years,” Manick said. “I
used to get bugged all the
time, two and a half years
ago, and I’ve been sitting
here for two and a half
years and we’re, we’re
just very polite, watching
things happen in other
schools. We’re adding on,
we’re putting up lights at
Northeast Range.”

At that point, Manick
momentarily veered off on
another issue of inequity,
that of school signage.

“I’m going to take a
picture of that little sign
thatsays you’re at the North
Woods School,” he said.
“We’ve gotelectronic signs
atour other schools,and we
just keep kicking the can
down the road.”

Manick acknowledged
there were some issues
with the landscape sur-
rounding Hwy 53 and that
he wanted to meet with
the state Department of
Transportation to explore
possibilities. Then he
returned to the concession
stand.

“I’mnotgoingtoleave
here in one year and four
months with that conces-
sion stand still not being
able to be used or fully
functional,” he declared.
“You could go back and
look at our sheets when
we’re doing our budget,
long-term facilities main-
tenance, how much are we
spending at North Woods?
South Ridge hasn’t had
much either because
they’re newer schools. But
come on, how long do we
just ignore this concession
stand?”

At a board study
meeting in April 2019,

Engebritson said she was
going to ask for the board’s
approval to hire legal
counsel to pursue action
against Johnson Controls
International, Kraus-
Andersonand Architectural
Resources, Inc., the three
companies that designed
or oversaw the work on the
North Woods and South
Range projects. Two weeks
later, Engebritson reported
that Kraus-Anderson and
Architectural Resources
had contacted district offi-
cials,sayingthat ‘they want
to work with us and find
some resolution,” but little
had happened since. This
pastFebruary,Engebritson
said she was in contact with
an attorney in the Twin
Cities who specializes in
these types of cases about
the possibility of taking on
the district as a client. In a
recent conversation with
the Timberjay,Engebritson
said that the attorney is
still reviewing documen-
tation in order to come to
a decision.

contract with Breitung
Township for police ser-
vices. Councilor Joe Morin
presented cost information
provided by the township,
which putthe city’s share of
employing and equipping
a full-time police chief at
$65,346 in 2022, which
would include the cost
of a vehicle. Morin and
councilor Dave Setterberg
recommended budgeting
an additional $10,000 for
possible part-time wages
or overtime pay for special
events.

The new arrangement
would provide the city a
substantial savings over
the prior contract with
the township, which had
consumed 32 percent of
the city’s tax levy, accord-
ing to Setterberg. The
new contract, including
the additional $10,000,
would encompass about
19 percent of the city’s tax
levy, according to figures
the two council members

PATIENT BENEFITS
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Lower rates of
complication or infection

presented to the council
this week.

The new contract with
Breitung would provide
approximately 40 hours
a week in local coverage,
which Morin said would
be focused on “community
policing.” Both communi-
ties would rely on the St.
Louis County Sheriff for
911 response the other 128
hours per week.

Currently, the city
relies on the sheriff’s office
full-time for emergency
response, with the cost of
thatresponse covered under
the county’s tax levy.

The council did not
discuss which agency
would take the lead for
criminal investigation if the
Breitung police department
is reconstituted. The town-
ship is currently review-
ing the possible hiring of
Daniel Reing as the new
police chief. That decision
could come as early as
Sept. 23.

Robotic-assisted surgery is at EBCH in Ely!

Advanced technology is how available right here in Ely with the da Vinci
surgical system. Our highly-experienced experts can provide robotic-
assisted surgery for hernias, gallbladders, and appendectomies, giving
surgeons greater control - so our patients have better outcomes.
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In other personnel
matters, Ranua informed
the council that the city’s
ambulance director, who
is also an EMT, works an
average of 40 hours per
week, which has typically
qualified city employees for
various benefits, including
health and dental insurance
and life insurance.

Ranua said that as a
small employer, the city
isn’t required to pay for
health coverage for any of
its workers, but that once
the city decides to do so
it should have a “solid
foundation” for doing so.
An agenda item that Ranua
included in the council
packet indicated a wide
disparity in the benefit
packages offered to various
employees, ranging from
$14,605 for members of
the AFSCME union, which
includes the deputy clerk
and public works staff, to
$27.,900 for the wastewater
supervisor,whois hired and

Less pain
and scarring

Avoid unnecessary travel and find out how we make

scheduling easy by calling 218-365-8724 or visit
ebch.org to see if robotic surgery is right for you.

paid through a joint powers
arrangement with Breitung.
The clerk-treasurer’s bene-
fits package totals $18,497.

In other business, the
council:

» Authorized Mayor
Orlyn Kringstad and
councilor Kevin Norby
to discuss with Breitung
officials a request by the
township for a “fair and
reasonable goodwill offer”
for the township’s past and
ongoing maintenance of
an extension of Breitung’s
bike trail, a portion of
which passes through unde-
veloped land owned by
the city of Tower. The
city and the township had
agreed to work cooperative-
ly on the trail project about
seven years ago, which
was supposed to complete
a bike trail circuit extend-
ing “around the horn,”
including Hoodoo Point
and McKinley Park camp-
grounds. The project was
only partially built, never
reaching Hoodoo Point,and
the township has mowed the
trail, including the portion
that passes through city of
Tower property,ever since.
Some on the council object-
ed to Breitung’s request
and Ranua noted that the
city has mowed a portion
of the Mesabi Trail that
passes through the town-
ship for decades, without
requesting compensation.
But Kringstad said the
township was signaling a
desire to discuss the issue,
which he said he supports.

»Discussed the advis-
ability of conducting a
bathymetric study of the
East Two River channel
to document the degree of
additional sedimentationin
the channel as a result of
increased boat traffic and
the removal of a portion of
the retaining wall along the
river’s east side.

Ranua noted that a
similar study was done
several years ago when the
harbor was dredged and
that conducting another
one now would establish
a baseline for determining
to what extent changes
along theriver are affecting
sedimentation. She said
that information would
help the city plan for its
ongoing maintenance needs
fortheriver channel, which
connects the harbor to
Lake Vermilion. Council
members agreed on the
value of the study, but
balked at the cost, estimated
at $5,000-$7,000. In the
end, the council agreed to
consider it as they budget
for 2022.

» Briefly discussed
but took no official action
on the recommendations

of the Emergency Medical
Services Board, provided to
the city last month. Norby
said he’d be willing to meet
with the ambulance direc-
tor, the clerk-treasurer, and
others in order to develop
recommendations to bring
back to the council. “There
are things we need to take
action on,” Norby said.
“We need a smaller group
to go through the report in
more depth.”

»Voted 3-2 to sell the
police vehicle that the city
had purchased several years
ago as part of its police
agreement with Breitung
Township. Councilor
Sheldon Majerle offered to
take the vehicle to Waschke
Family car dealership in
Cook to get a valuation on
the vehicle,a Chevy Tahoe.
Kringstad and Norby sup-
ported Majerle’s motion
to sell the vehicle. Ranua
noted that used car prices
are exceptionally high right
now, which might yield a
good price for the vehicle.

» Unanimously
approved declaring the
city’s 2005 ambulance
as surplus and putting it
up for bids with a $5,000
minimum bid.

» Approved change
orders in the Pine Street
project. The first was for
$4,140 for the excava-
tion of additional con-
crete roadbed , more than
originally specified. The
second change, totaling
up to $15,705, was for the
replacement of the concrete
apron and driveway in front
of the fire hall and ambu-
lance quarters. The funds
to cover the additional
costs will come from the
Hoodoo Point Campground
account, which has the
money available.

» Asked Morin to talk
with public works director
Ben Velcheffabout options
for grading services for
the city. The city’s 1973-
vintage grader requires a
long list of costly repairs,
but the city is not in a
position to easily replace
the equipment.

» Accepted the rec-
ommendation of Velcheff
to leave the city’s seaplane
docks in place over the
winter. The docks cannot
be easily removed due to
extremely low water levels.

» Briefly discussed
but took no action on the
latest rewrite of Ordinance
2, dealing with utility
hook-ups.

» Heard a brief
description, but took no
action, on the 2022 budget
process. Ranua noted that
the council will need to
approve a proposed 2022
levy atits Sept.27 meeting.
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by DAVID COLBURN

Cook/Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Results
of statewide academic
assessments conducted
last spring reveal that ISD
2142 has some significant
work ahead to bring up the
math proficiency levels of
its students, according to
a review of the district’s
scores presented at a school
board study session on
Tuesday.

Only one out of five
district seventh, eighth,
and eleventh graders who
took the math accountabil-
ity tests met or exceeded
proficiency standards, 18
to 23 percent lower than
statewide scores, accord-
ing to asummary of results
provided by Kristi Berlin,
director of teaching and
learning.

However, nearly half
of students in third through
sixth grades scored at or
above proficiency levels,
a mark on par with their
statewide peers.

Berlin said students
often struggle to make
the connections between
math and real life, and that
disconnect may well be
contributing to the poorer
performance in the upper

WILDFIRE

Greenwood Fire
containment
at 75 percent

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

REGIONAL: - While the
Greenwood Fire grew slightly
to nearly 27,000 acres last
weekend, the blaze, located
southwest of Isabella, was
near 75-percent contained
by midweek, and the number
of fire fighters assigned to
extinguish itwas reduced to
about 300.

The Northern Rockies
Incident Management Team
3 turned over command of
the Greenwood Fire to the
Type 3 Minnesota Incident
Management Team C on
Tuesday.

Ignited by lightning, and
detected on Aug. 15, the fire
started approximately ten
miles southwest of Isabella.
Fourteen primary structures
and 57 outbuildings were
destroyed on Aug. 23.

Last weekend and into
this week, heavy equipment
operators made progress along
Highway 1 using chippers,
soft tracked excavators and
logging forwarders, accord-
ing to U.S. Forest Service
officials.

Some heat was found in
the northeast corner of the fire
and crews worked to secure
that area. Crews patrolled and
monitored along the Highway
2 corridor.

The Lake County
Sheriff’s Office opened
Highway 2 between Highway
11 and Highway 1 toall traffic.
Evacuation orders remain
in place for the McDougal
Lake area.

A Wildland Fire Module,
consisting of nine firefighters,
was inserted by boat into
the fire area southeast of
Greenwood Lake. That area
is difficult to access and these
firefighters remained there for
several days, mopping up any
hot spots and securing that
edge, officials said.

Southeast of McDougal
Lake, firefighters were
using hoses to extinguish
any pockets of heat. On the
northeast corner, firefighters
supported by tracked vehicles
further secured the contain-
ment line.

Crewsusing heavy equip-
ment will continue their work
around Lake McDougal,
removing hazard trees and
making it safe for property
owners toreturn to theirhomes
when the work is complete.

grades. She noted thatshe’s
seen examples of students
scoring higher on math for
the ACT college admission
test where their results can
influence what schools
they can attend, while state
assessments don’tcarry the
same personal relevance.

“That connection to
the math and the junior
MCA is not a connection
that we’re making here, so
we will continue to look at
that,” Berlin said.

“If I’'m in seventh,
eighth, 11th grade, I don’t
get anything to do this
test, so why do I dive in?”
Superintendent Reggie
Engbritson added. “The
ACT,I’ll try to do my best
for college.”

But board members
Bob Larson and Chris
Koivisto questioned the
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GOT A TRADE IN? GREAT WE WANT IT AND WILL GUARANTEE YOUR
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& SUV’S AND WE ARE GOING ALL OUT TO MAKE THAT HAPPEN! STOP IN
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ISD 2142 wrestles with subpar math proficiency assessments

validity of those comments
as an explanation for dis-
trict students performing
more poorly that students
statewide on the assess-
ments.

“Wouldn’tthe ‘Idon’t
care’ factor be statewide,
too?” Larson asked.

“That’s whatIbringup
every time, too,” Koivisto
said. “It’s apples and
apples. The statewide
numbers have the same
grades not taking the test
seriously, so that just
doesn’t hold water, and
really it is that our upper
grade math is not doing
well.”

Berlin noted a factor
somewhat unique to the
district. In lower grades
the district uses a stan-
dard math curriculum
program that aligns well

with prescribed state stan-
dards. However, because
of how standards have
been constructed for upper
grades, there is no similar
curriculum available for
those grades, leaving it
to teachers to construct
their own as best they
can. District processes that
foster collaboration among
teachers were significantly
disrupted by the pandemic
last year, she said, but
there are numerous plans
that will be implemented
to support those teachers
in the current school year.

Another focus is to
look at ways to make
math more relevant for
students in upper grades,
Berlin said, including
reintroducing tech math as
an elective. A “school-to-
work” approach that also

JUST ANNOUNGED FROM

shows students how math
connects to various career
fields also has applicability
for reading and science,
she said.

“We are constantly
looking at trying to build
a math program that has
levels forkids so we can get
the kids to excel,” Berlin
said. “But we’re trying to
do it in a way that doesn’t
dummy downmath. We’re
trying different programs,
we’re trying different
aspects, and we’re not
going to stop trying.”

Reading, science

Districtwide scores
for all grades tested were
relatively consistent with
statewide marks in both
reading and science, Berlin
reported.

Half of students in

FORD OF HIBBING!

FORD OF HIBBING HAS INVENTORY
TO SELL AND WE ARE DISCOUNTING OUR PRICES TO MOVE IT.
IF WE DO NOT HAVE WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR,
WE WILL ORDER YOUR VEHICLE WITH THE COLOR AND OPTIONS THAT YOU WANT!

EXPERIENCE THE FORD OF HIBBING DIFFERENCE
ON THE BELTLINE OR AT FORD OF HIBBING.COM

** SEE SALESPERSON FOR DETAILS

the district and statewide
scored as meeting or
exceeding reading stan-
dards. In third through
sixth grades, ISD 2142
students scored slightly
above their statewide peers.
The greatest discrepancy
was in seventh and eighth
grades, where 37 percent
of students in the district
scored as proficient versus
49 percent statewide.

District students were
on par with those statewide
in science, with four of ten
studentsrated as proficient.

No statewide assess-
ments were conducted last
year due to the coronavirus
pandemic, and because of
radical alterations to learn-
ing models and intermittent
school closures related to
COVID-19.

2021 FORD BRONCO

HAS ARRIVED!

PRESIDENTS AWARD WINNER!
FORD OF HIBBING HAS RECEIVED FORD MOTOR’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING
SALES PERFORMANCE & CUSTOMER SERVICE! ONE OF ONLY SEVEN WINNERS IN MINNESOTA!
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9/11...Continued from page 1

Memorial adjacent to the
Trezona Trail.

With thousands of
American flags positioned
around the site, dozens of
city residents attended the
event that marked the 20th
anniversary of the attacks
of Sept. 11,2001.

The Ely Honor Guard
posted the American flag
toopen the brief ceremony,
followed by the playing of
the National Anthem and
the reciting of the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Two speakers, C.J.
Ross, Park Ranger Law
Enforcement Academy
director at Vermilion
Community College, and
Ely Mayor Roger Skraba,
presented remarks on the
solemnity of theevent. The
audience also paid tribute
to local veterans and first
responders. The playing

=

Lty VYN

The Ely Honor Guard gathered near a sea of American flags Iast Frlday for a 9/11 memorial event at the Veterans Memorial.

photo by K. Vandervort

of silence concluded the
tribute.

On Saturday,asomber
procession of emergency
vehicles down Sheridan
Street was held in Ely to
commemorate the 20th
anniversary of 9/11. First
responder and emergency

Police Department, Ely
Fire Department, Ely
AmbulanceService ,Morse-
Fall Lake Township Fire
Department, Babbitt Fire
Department, Lake County
Sheriff’s Department, St.
Louis County Sheriff’s
Department, the U.S.

Border Patrol participated.

Those viewing the pro-
cession observed amoment
of silence as it passed in
recognition of the 343 New
York City firefighters, 23
New York City police
officers, and 37 officers
of the Port Authority who

twenty years ago.

In a notice to local
medialate last Wednesday,
Ely school 6-12 Principal
Megan Anderson said
the 20th anniversary of
Sept. 11 will be com-
memorated at the school’s
Veterans Day ceremony in

ISD 696
Superintendent Erik Erie
said last Thursday that the
9/11 event was planned
before the school shifted to
aprotective face mask pro-
tocol due to public health
concerns over the surging
COVID-19 case rate.

of Taps and a moment

vehicles from the Ely ForestService,andtheU.S. paid the ultimate sacrifice ~November.

WALAZ...
Continued from page 1

and have us involved with
everything with regards to
our sovereignty,” Chavers
said.“Theyrecognizeit,they
acknowledge it, and they
understand it. We really want
to say that we’re very fortu-
nate to have the governor
here during this time, a very
cultural event for us here,
this fall time of gathering of
friends and people, every-
body gathering together
during ourricing season.I’m
very happy thatthey could be
here because this is a time
when we discuss not only
business but stories, things
that we want to talk about,
just as friends and not as
leaders. And the tribes have
great friends in Gov. Walz
and Lt. Gov. Flanagan, and
we’re very thankful for that.”
Walz looked and ges-
tured to the lake and Spirit
Island as he began talking.
“I’m filled with a sense
of gratitude of being here,I’'m
inawe of standing on thisland
looking at the rice,” he said.
“To our spiritual elders and
drummers, thank you. You
honor us by your presence
and making sure we see the
traditions and understand the
connections.”
“We’reheretotalk about
the issues that impact your
community, to make sure
the state of Minnesota is
fulfilling its responsibility,”
Walz continued. “I appreci-
ate the kind words from the
chairwoman, but doing what
you’re supposed to do, you
shouldn’t get patted on the
back.Wecan’tfix everything
overnight,butwe cansuretry
and make things right.”
Walz noted that the
COVID pandemic had
delayed this long-planned trip
to Nett Lake, and acknowl-
edged the trials felt by the
community during the past
year and a half and his grate-
fulness for the opportunity to
come together.
Flanagan also addressed
the assembly.
“It’sinteresting,and Tuse
that in the most Minnesotan
way possible,tobe an Ojibwe
woman who’s serving in
state government, serving in
systems that weren’t created
by us or forus,butoftentimes
were created to throw up
obstacles for our participa-
tion. Being in these places
and spaces is challenging,
butit’s also been areal gift to
be able to serve in this way.”
Flanagan stressed that
the visitand ongoing commu-
nications areintended tohave
animpactthat far outlasts the
current administration.
“What we expect is that
we are talking about it so that
we’re setting the course, so
thatyoudon’tneed tohave an
Ojibwe woman as lieutenant
governor and Gov. Walz
doesn’t have to be governor
to ensure that this work
continues in perpetuity,” she
said. “This should simply
be the way that Minnesota
does its business from here
on out.”

ELY MARATHON
SEPT. 25, 2021
RﬂllTE & ROAB-

HALF MARATHOM
SPOMNSORED BY:

BOUNDARY
WATERS BANK

Pl e

TRAFFIC IMPACTED - Saturday, Sept. 25

St. Louis County, MNDOT, the Cities of Ely and Winton, Townships of Fall and Morse and
the Ely Marathan taam have put together a plan that is safest for all participants and
eommunity members.

The following road closures will take place on September 25:

(Echao Trail) North Arm Road to Grant Mcldahan T-30AM-10-004M

{Grant McMahan) Echo Trail to HWY169 B:00AM-12:00PM

(0d Winton Road) Grant McMahan to W 8th Ave B.D0AM-12:00PM

{Cedar Lk RD/Cloquet Line) Oid Winton Road o Beel Road 8:00AM-1Z:00PM (Pioneer
Road) Grant bcMahan to Miners Or, 8:30AM-1.00PM

Come and cheer them in!

{Miners Drive) Fioneer to I7th Aweaue 8:30AM-E30PM

(17th Avenue) Miners to Camp St. S:00AM-2:00PM

(Camp) WA to 15th 9:00AM-2:00PM (Sheridan) 154 to 1st Ave B:15AM-2:00PM
{15t Ave) Sheridan to Harvey 8:15AM-2:00PW

(Chapman) 1st Ave to Tth Ave B:ISAM-2:00PM

(Haruey) 1st Ave fo ITth Ave B:15AM-2.00PH

All emergency vehicles will be allowed on Lhe race course ai any time, There will e
pifat cars positioned in the case that other vehicles need to gat through during amer-
gency situations.

ELY DETDUH DURING MARATHON

Miners Lak

Minerslake

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

MNoon-10 pm  Packet pickup at Whiteside Park
MNaoon-8 pm  Epic Bounce House Obstacle Course
MNoon-8 pm  Food Trucks at Whiteside Park
&-Bpm Sweet Siren Playing in Whiteside Park
6-8 pm Dick Beardsley Book Signing

in Whiteside Park

e

.y
] '
s ——
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Northern Lights 5K GLOW RUN I----- e Y. |

Tpm

5:30 am Busses begin picking up at Whiteside
Park/Ely High School

Start of Ely Marathon

Start of Boundary Waters Bank

Half Marathon

Start of Dorothy Molter Root Beer Run
Kids Finishers and Marathon runners
start coming in

Race Expo and Food Trucks at
Whiteside Park

Bounce House Extravaganza at
Whiteside Park

Darathy Molter Beer and Drink Tent
Rhina Rocks Whiteside Park

Awards Ceremony at Whiteside Park

ELY STREET CLOSURES:

The following streets will be clesed from B:30am to 2pir:
= Fast Camp Sireet fram 1Tth Ave. fo 15th Ave.
= Shendan Street from 2nd Ave. 10 15th Ave.
& Chapman Streat from 2nd Ave to Tth Ave
Hwry 169 (Sheridan Street) defour will run from Central Ave. to Harvey Street to ITHh Ave. (shown in green).

T:30 am
8:00 am

845

gam Performing at

Whiteside Park at the
Finish Line from

10:00-2:00 on Saturday

NORTHERN LIGHTS 5K GLOW RUN
Friday, Sept. 24 @ 7 pm

 The 5K race will be in effect for
G:40pm to 8 pm on Sept. 24

« The entire course will be blocked off to
traffic during the race.

* Barricades will be placed sa that alleys
sputh of Camp Street will be accessible.

+ The course will be cleared as the last
racers move throughout the routs,

+ Registration will be at Whiteside Park
for this event this year, not at VCC

8-3pm

8-3pm

10-3pim
10-2pm
2pm

OBSERVATION POINTS:

* Intersection of Echo Trail o Grant McMahan Biwd: Miles
1112 of Ely Marathon/Miles 2-3 of Hall Maralhon, Cars
will have to take 169 West out of Ely and take a right enta
Grant McMahan Blvd - no traffic will be allowed on race
Course.

+ Winton Main Streat: Mile 18 of Ely Marathon/Mile 5 of
Half Marathon. Traffic will be allowed on 169 East of Ely.
= Miners Drive; Miles 23-24 of Ely Marathon/Miles 10-11 of
Hall Marathon. Parking available at YCC and side street.
* Whiteside Park/Finish Line: See the runners as they run
up Sheridan Street far their Last mile, then see them finish
at the finish line. Parking available at Ely Memorial High
Schaol and side strests.
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VOLLEYBALL

Team rebounds from earlier loss to Mesabi East

Grizzlies Iake down Deer River in four sets
,.

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP- The North
Woods Grizzlies bounced back
Monday fromaloss to Mesabi East
last week by vanquishing visiting
Deer River, 3-1.

The teams matched each other

Left: The Grizzlies’ Addy
Hartway tips the fall over a
pair of Deer River defenders.

photo by D. Colourn

point for point in the early going
of the opening game, with the
Grizzlies opening a slim 13-10
lead on a slam by Addy Hartway.
But the tables turned quickly, with
the Warriors making a 6-0 run
for a 16-13 lead. Morgan Burnett
stepped up to serve and brought
the Grizzlies back even at 18 with
the first of three consecutive aces,
and North Woods put together a
7-0 blitz for a 25-19 win.

The Grizzlies carried that
momentum forward, playing some

FOOTBALL

Left:

The
Grizzlies’
TJ Chiabotti
heads for
the end
zone after

| intercepting

a first quarter
Chisholm
pass. It was
the first of
seven
touchdowns
for Chiabotti
in the game.

Below:

| Chiabotti

sheds a
tackler as he
saunters into
the end zone
on one of
five rushing
touchdowns
on the
afternoon.

photos by
D. Colburn

Chiahotti rules in Chisholm rout

North Woods runningback racks up seven touchdowns 300 plus yards

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP-T.J.Chiabottiisa
marked man, a high school running
back who might as well replace the
number on his jersey with a target.
Teams know that their best shot
against the North Woods Grizzlies
is to find a way to slow him down.

Chisholm learned last Friday
just how hard that task can be, as
Chiabotti exploded on the Grizzlies’
home turf for more than 300 yards
of offense and seven touchdowns
in justover two-and-a-half quarters
of action in a 60-23 drubbing of the
Bluestreaks.

There was little hint of the rout
tocome in the firstquarter, when the
two teams combined for 35 points.

Chisholm was on the move
from the start, mixing passes and
runs to move from their own 35 to
a first-and-ten at the Grizzlies 36.
But Chiabotti stepped in to swipe
quarterback Dom Olson’s pass
on the next play and raced all the
way to the end zone for his second
pick-six of the season. Chiabotti
also scored the conversion, putting
North Woods up 8-0 with less than
three minutes elapsed on the clock.

Unfazed, Olson went right

See FOOTBALL..p¢. 2B

FOOTBALL

Hangers O"EIISB overpowers Timbherwolves

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - An explosive
Rangers offensive was too
hot for Ely to handle here
last Friday as Mt.Iron-Buhl

Left: Ely’s senior
defensive end Chase
Sandberg wraps up Mt.
Iron-Buhl quarterback
Asher Zubich last
Friday, in Ely.

photo by K. Vandervort

routed the Timberwolves
72-6. It was a repeat per-
formance for the now 2-0
Rangers, who crushed Hill
City in their season opener,
74-6.

Rangers quarterback
Asher Zubich put on a
virtual passing clinic in the
early going, as he found
senior tight end Hunter
Weigel for four touchdown
passes in the first half. The
Rangers added to their

of their best ball of the season in
the second stanza. Hannah Kinsey
took charge at the net, scoring three
of the Grizzlies first four points
and Burnett served up a pair of
aces as the Grizzlies took a 6-2
lead. Communicating well and
hustling hard for digs and sets, the
Grizzlies builtacommanding 21-9
advantage, with Abbigail Shuster,
Tori Olson, Burnett and Kinsey
sharing the hitting load.

See GRIZZLIES...pg 2B

VOLLEYBALL

Ely goes
3-1in
weekend
tourney

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

COLERAINE— Ely strug-
gledearly ata weekend tournament
here butbounced back to take three
straight matches to finish 3-1 on
the day. “Overall, it was a great
day of volleyball,” said Ely Head
Coach Megan Wognum.

It didn’t start out that way,
however, as the Timberwolves fell
to Mesabi Eastin their opening set,
25-22.Ely rallied for aconvincing
25-13 win in the second set, but
the Giants flipped the script in the
decider, taming the Wolves with a
15-6 win. Despite the loss, several
Ely players posted impressive
stats. Junior Madeline Kallberg
led offensively with 10kills, while
senior Kellen Thomas posted nine
kills and five digs. Senior setter
Katrina Seliskar added 24 assists
in addition to nine digs and two ace
serves, while junior Kate Coughlin
tallied five kills and seven digs.

Junior Rachel Coughlin had
a big match in the second round
of the tournament as she posted
sevenkills, five blocked shots,and
five digs to help lead the Wolves
to a 25-23, 25-15 win over Hill
City. Sister Kate added eight kills
in the match, while fellow junior
Courtney Eilrich added five digs
and two aces. Seliskar posted 22
assists and Kallberg tallied four
kills and two blocks.

Seliskar’s seven ace serves
helped Ely overpower Moose

See TOURNEY...pg. 2B

scoring bonanza with a five-
yard touchdown run from
sophomore running back
Damian Tapio and another
scoring pass from Zubich to
juniorreceiver Riley Busch.
Zubich also scampered for
a 65-yard score.

Ely’s Erron Anderson
put six points on the board
before the half ended with a
four-yard run. But by then,
the Timberwolves were
facing a 58-6 deficit.

TheRangers added two
more touchdowns in the
second half. Zubich ran in
his second score of the night
from 35 yards outin the third
quarter, and backup quar-
terback sophomore Colton
Gallus ran in from 24 yards
in the fourth quarter.

Despite the rough
outing, Ely Head Coach

See WOLVES...q 2B

VCC Loves B3y Loves VCC

im.  For more information on how to set-up a
lasting gift or endowed scholarship...

Please contact: Sarah Guy-Levar-Executive Director
VCC Foundation, 218-235-2166 or sarah.guy-levar@vcc.edu

vcc.edu/ways-to-give
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Runners, some w

RUNNING

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Adventurous runners
and their fans will descend on this
town at the end of the road next
weekend for the 5th annual Ely
Marathon and Boundary Waters

Bank Half Marathon. Some of s
the 250 registered runners will |
also bring their canoes to run the ™ B
26.2-mile route in the Marathon .

Portage Division.

“This is the only official
race of its kind,” Race Organizer
Wendy Lindsay said. “The "l
canoe-carrying racers will be
vying to beat the world record
setin 2019’s race at a time of five
hours and one second. If a racer
can beat the current record, they
are awarded aboat from Northstar
Canoes.”

The Boundary Waters Bank
Half Marathon, which takes place
on the same day, added a canoe
divisionin 2017. So far, there are

Runners notup for portaging
a canoe are also invited to par-
ticipate. More than 500 runners
are scheduled to compete in the
13.1-mile Boundary Waters Bank
Half Marathon. A hundred chil-
dren signed up for the Dorothy
Molter Root Beer Run, according

e = L
Rain didn’t dampen spirits for the Ely marathon in 2019.

a 5k Glow Run that will take
place at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept.
24 .The “Kids Marathon,” coined
the Dorothy Molter Root Beer
Run, will begin at 8:45 a.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 25. “Kids have
run 25 miles prior to race day and
will finish out the last 1.2 miles
of the marathon route to finish at

ilh Canoes, ready for Ely Marathon

Run with a legend at 2021 marathon

ELY —Famed Minnesota
marathoner Dick Beardsley
will be joining the 2021 Ely
Marathon festivities. The well-
known long distance runner
will be signing books on Friday,
Sept. 24 at packet pickup from
6-8 p.m.in Whiteside Park.and
will be running the marathon
on Saturday

“Dick is known for so
many things, and we are lucky
to have him join us in Ely,”
said Wendy Lindsay, marathon

Live music, a beer tent, a
book signing,an obstacle course,
and food trucks will also add to
the fun in Whiteside Park at this
year’s event.

Runners can still sign up at
packet pickup on Friday, Sept.
24 at Whiteside Park from noon

organizer. Beardsley is a moti-
vational/inspirational speaker,
suicide survivor of loss, farm
accident survivor, prescription
drug addiction survivor,record
breaking marathon runner,
famous 1982 Boston Marathon
runner, Minnesota native,
author, fishing guide, innkeep-
er, husband, father, subject of
a feature film, and co-winner
(with Inge Simonsen) of the
1981 London Marathon.

with over 75 local clubs, busi-
nesses and organizations, making
it the largest community-coordi-
nated effort in the area,” Lindsay
said.“Theracerequires more than
300 volunteers.”

Registration and additional
information can be found at ely-

24 canoes registered for the races

to Lindsay.

along with 15 portaging teams.

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

But the Warriors
wouldn’t go down easily.
Nevaeh Evans stopped the
Grizzlies’run with akill and
took over at server, leading
a7-0 run that narrowed the
gap to 21-17. The Warriors
got to within two, 23-21,
but Hartway outdueled
two Warriors at the net for
ascore,and Karah Scofield
followed up with a service
ace for the 25-21 win.

Game three started as a
carbon copy of the first, with
the teams trading points toa
10-10 tie. Then Deer River
reeled off another 6-0 spurt
and kept control the rest of
the way for their only win
of the night, 25-18.

With Skyler Yernatich
serving, the Grizzlies

FOOTBALL...Continued from page 1B

back to the air on the
Bluestreaks’ next posses-
sion, which lasted just 40
seconds. Olson firsthit Jude
Sundquist for a big gainer
from the Chisholm 47 to
the North Woods 9, and the
pair connected again for a
touchdown on the second
and final play of the drive.
The Grizzlies blocked the
point-afterkick,leaving the
score 8-6.

North Woods wasted
little time in its own
response, with an 80-yard
scoring drive. Ty Fabish
connected with Olin
Nelson on a 24-yard pass
play setting up a 35-yard
Chiabotti touchdown jaunt.
Fabish passed to Jared
Chiabotti for the conver-
sion and a 16-6 lead.

Chisholm answered
again in less than a minute.
After the Grizzlies stuffed
a run at the Chisholm 30,
Olson found Sundquist
deep along the sideline for
a 70-yard shocker score,
and the point-after made
the score 16-13.

Driving from theirown
20 to the Chisholm 20 on
the next possession, the
Grizzlies found themselves
going in reverse, with a
holding penalty and a sack
setting up second-and-26 at

TOURNEY...Continued from page 1B

Lake/Willow River 25-17,
25-22 . Thomashad another
strong match, with ten kills
and four digs, while Rachel
Coughlin added six kills
and eight digs.

In their fourth and
final match, the Wolves
topped Northeast Range
25-19, 25-11, thanks to a
strong all-around effort
by Rachel Coughlin, who
posted fivekills,six blocks,
11digs,and two ace serves.

WOLVES...Continued from page 1B

Louis Gerzin found some
silver linings. “We played
against a really good Mt.
Iron team,” he said, and
noted that junior running
back Anderson continues
to grow in the position.

Weekend events also include

Lindsay said.

the official marathon finish line,”

to 4 p.m.

“The Ely Marathon partners

marathon.com or by emailing:

run@elymarathon.com.

quickly put thatloss behind
them, racing out to a 5-0
lead with a block and
kill from Kinsey, a kill
by Olson, and a pair of
aces from Yernatich. The
Grizzlies kept up the pres-
sure at the net and from the
service line as they built a
ten-point lead at 18-8, then
extended that to 12 points
at 23-12. Scofield snuffed
out a short Deer River run
with a solid crosscourt kill,
and Olson scored the game
winner to close out the
match with a 25-16 win.
Burnett’s sizzling 19
aces led a strong team
performance from the
service line, something
Head Coach Kandi Olson
said the team had set for a

goal coming in.

“We knew that serving
had been anissueinourlast
game, and we needed to
make sure that our serving
stayed at the level that we
expected,” Olson said. “It
was there tonight, and it
made a huge difference.
Morgan was acing the
whole place out tonight.”

The Grizzlies also put
a premium on hitting for
this match, another focus
that paid off, particularly
in a breakout performance
from Kinsey, whonailed 11
winners in a strong overall
match at the net.

“She wanted that ball
in her hands every single
time, if possible,” Olson
said. “And when she goes

up, it pulls a huge block
away from everyone else,
too. Even if she doesn’t get
the ball, if she is acting like
she wants that ball, then
it opens up our other two
hitters, because blockers
have to stay on her.”

Mesabhi East

Mesabi East came into
a Sept. 9 match against
North Woods with a clear
height advantage, but it
was no advantage at all in
the fierce duel that char-
acterized the first game of
the match. While the lead
exchanged hands several
times, the Grizzlies turned
a 9-9 tie into a 17-14 lead.
After the Giants took a
20-18 lead, North Woods

didn’t fold, knotting the
score at 20. The Grizzlies
fended off two set points
before the Giants escaped
with a 25-23 win.

Dropping that first
game appeared to take
a bit of the wind out of
the Grizzlies’ sails. They
fell behind by eight in
the second game before
coming back toa 13-13 tie,
but lost 25-15, and never
seriously challenged the
Giants in a 25-14 loss in
the third.

“We actually planned
for their height in practice,
and we were ready for
that,” Olson said. “We just
couldn’t seem to adjust
and stay adjusted. But we
learned a lot about our-

selves in that first game,
and I think we’re going to
come back as a stronger
team because of that.”

Late results

The Grizzlies came
out on the short end of a
match at Eveleth-Gilbert
on Tuesday, losing 3-1.
Additional details were not
available at press time.

North Woods was
scheduled for tournament
action in Hill City on
Saturday, followed by
a road trip to Cherry on
Tuesday.

the 36. T.J. Chiabotti got
11 of those yards back on
two runs, setting up fourth-
and-15 from the 25.

Fabish took the snap
and rolled right, momen-
tarily taking the spotlight
off Chiabotti. The North
Woods back slipped into
the defensive backfield,
grabbed apass from Fabish,
and threaded his way to
the end zone for his third
touchdown of the quarter,
posting the Grizzlies to a
22-13 lead.

The slugfest came to
anend abruptly early in the
second quarter when Olson
suffered a game-ending
shoulder injury on a tackle
outofbounds. Without their
ace signal caller, Sundquist
stepped in at quarterback
and immediately threw a
drive-ending interception
courtesy of the Grizzlies’
Eric Aune.

With T.J. Chiabotti
doing most of the damage,
the Grizzlies marched
from their own three to
the Chisholm 18. Taking
the ball around right end,
Chiabotti broke through a
trio of would-be tacklers
at the 10 and ran in for his
fourth touchdown of the
night. He tacked on the
two-point conversion for a

30-13 lead with just under
eight minutes remaining in
the half.

Ittook only ten seconds
forthe Bluestreaks to strike
back this time,as Sundquist
fielded the bouncingkickoff
andraced straightdown the
middle of the field for a
touchdown. The point after
left the Grizzlies still on
top, 30-20.

Jared Chiabotti got the
call on three consecutive
plays in the next series for
North Woods, toting the
ball from the Grizzlies’ 36
to the Chisholm 21. From
there it was T.J. time, with
another right-side sweep
and another touchdown to
extend the lead to 36-20.

The Grizzlies forced
a Chisholm punt on the
next possession, and
Aune’s return gave North
Woods good field posi-
tion at their own 48. One
play later the ball was at
the Chisholm 10 after a
long T.J. Chiabotti run.
Two plays later Chiabotti
crossed up the defense
by starting right and then
cutting back against the
grain for a 10-yard touch-
down, his sixth of the half.
Fabish connected with
Aune for the conversion
and a 44-20 lead that the

Grizzlies carried into the
break.

Fabish found Aune
again on the Grizzlies’
opening series of the second
half, a 42-yard catch-and-
run to the Chisholm 23.
North Woods drove down
to the two-yard-line, but a
false start penalty and asack
left them with third-and-
goal from the 20. The next
play could have been called
fromthe concession stand —
T.J.Chiabotti, sweep right,
touchdown.Jared Chiabotti
scored the two-point con-
version for a 52-20 lead
with 7:33 remaining in the
third quarter.

Reserves from both
teams saw extensive action
from that point forward.
Grizzlies running back
Jake Swanson ripped off
several niceruns,including
a one-yard plunge for the
team’s final touchdown.
Quarterback Jonah Burnett
tossed apass to Lane Kneen
for the conversion.

One final treat was
in store for the fans when
Chisholm called time out
with six seconds left to
give their kicker, Nathan
Wangensteen, a shot at
a 51-yard field goal. His
kickoffs to the end zone for
touchbacks showed he had

the leg, and Wangensteen
didn’tdisappoint,knocking
the ball through the goal-
posts with a kick that drew
cheers and applause from
home and visiting fans alike
as the game ended with the
score 60-23.

Grizzlies Head Coach
Joel Anderson gave kudos
to the guys in the trenches
who paved the way for
Chiabotti’s big night.

“If you look at our
offensive line, we’re pretty
solid across the board,”
Anderson said. “These are
guysthathave putinquite a
bit of time in the off-season
and they’re very athletic
in their own right. We had
guys back in normal posi-
tion,compared to week one,
and we were able to move
guys where we needed them
to be. We’re playing fast
and strong offensively, and
it’s a nice combination to
have. We made nice holes
for our backs, we gave Ty
time to pass. They played
a very good game.”

T.J. Chiabotti slashed
the Bluestreaks’ defense for
306 rushing yards on only
20 carries,a 15.3 yards-per-
carry average, and caught
one 25-yard touchdown
pass to go with his five
rushing touchdowns. And

any team would have been
happy tohave the 112 yards
rushing and 36 receiv-
ing yards Jared Chiabotti
posted for the game.

“You really can’t say
enoughaboutT.J.’s intangi-
bles,” Andersonsaid.“He’s
very, very challenging to
bring down. And then off
of that, Jared is equally
as challenging in his own
right, coming off play
action or anything else. If
he has any space, it’s very
challenging to even get
a hold of him. We have
a very nice combination
there when we’re able to
mix it up.”

Afterbeing shackledin
the first game against Rock
Ridge, Fabish completed
six of eight passes for 109
yards and a touchdown.

“With his accuracy and
his timing he looks like
a senior who’s been out
there doing it for a while,”
Anderson said. “It was
good to see Ty get things
rolling.”

The Grizzlies are now
1-1 on the season. North
Woods was scheduled to be
back on the road on Friday
with a game at Deer River.

She had help from several
other teammates, including
Thomas, with three kills,
three digs, and two aces,
and senior Raven Saino,
with two kills, three digs,
and two aces. Kallberg
posted five kills, while
Seliskar added 15 assists
and three blocked shots.
“We did a great job of
bouncing back after the first
game,” said Wognum. “We
were able to utilize some of

our strengths throughout
the day. We served really
well for the most part and
finished the day strong.”

The weekend action
leaves the Wolves at 6-1
on the season.

Wolves dump Tigers
Playing in Cherry
last Thursday, the
Timberwolves used strong
serving and net play to
overpower Cherry in three

sets last Thursday, 25-19,
25-22,and 25-17.

“The whole team
showed up to play tonight,”
said Coach Wognum.
“We had a strong serving
and passing game which
allowed us to complete
some of the plays.”

Atotal of seven players
made significant contribu-
tions on the night. Thomas
led the way offensively
withninekills and three ace

serves, in addition to four
digs. Kate Coughlin tallied
tenkills and five digs, while
sister Rachel notched seven
kills in addition to 12 digs
and four blocked shots.
Katrina Seliskar posted 27
set assists, six digs and two
aces, while senior Annikka
Mattson and Courtney
Eilrich added four aces
apiece. Kallberg tallied
three kills.

“It was nice to see

everyone contribute on the
floor,” said Wognum.

The Wolves were set to
visitAuroraon Thursday to
take on the Giants. They’re
back on the road Tuesday
against International Falls
before returning home next
Thursday, Sept. 23, when
they’ll host North Woods.

“Erron had 110 yards
rushing and the touchdown
this week. He also played
well defensively.”
Gerzinsaid sophomore
linebacker Gavin Marshall
“made some nice plays,”

and added that Deegan
Richards, another sopho-
more linebacker,and junior
quarterback and defensive
safety Mason Davis both
played well on defense.
“Those four stood out on

defense against MIB,” he
said.

Jakson Hegman,Eddie
Prijatel, and Richards, all
recorded seven tackles
apiece. Chase Sandberg
had a quarterback sack

and Harry Simons added
an interception.

Ely was set to play at
Bigfork on Friday after-
noon with a 2:30 p.m.
kickoff. Gerzin said the
earlier start time for the

game was due to officiat-
ing crew shortages. The
Timberwolves return home
on Friday, Sept. 24 to host
Cherry.
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GOVID cases flare up in Tower, Gook, and Bois Forte

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- As officials
around the country continue
debating President Joe Biden’s
six-point plan to combat the
COVID pandemic, including
requiring vaccinations for about
80 million federal workers, fed-
eral contractors, private employ-
ees and health care workers, the
North Country is seeing more
evidence that the pandemic is
far from over.

County public health direc-
tor Amy Westbrook has cited
northern St. Louis County for
its lower vaccination rate than
the rest of the county, and that
may well have contributed to
the double-digit increase in new
COVID cases last week, with 26

positive test results reported by
state health officials last Thurs-
day.

Tower topped the list of zip
codes monitored by the Timber-
jay with 11 new cases, and Cook
was close behind with nine. Ely
tallied four new cases, with one
each in Orr and Embarrass.

Bois Forte Health Ser-
vices also began reporting new
COVID cases on Sept. 9., and
by Tuesday the total number
of new cases had grown to 14,
equally split between Nett Lake
and Vermilion.

No cases have been report-
ed by ISD 2142 officials for
North Woods and Tower-Sou-
dan schools, but Ely Public
School officials announced they
had identified one new case on
Sept. 9. Masks are required in

all indoor spaces in Ely schools,
while in ISD 2142 schools
masks are highly recommend-
ed for all, but not required. The
most current bi-weekly case
rate, used last year to help de-
termine when schools should
change learning models, stands
at 32.2, almost four times higher
than in mid-July. Over approx-
imately the same time period,
the seven-day rolling average
of new cases in the county in-
creased from 5 to 39 4.

Statewide

Tuesday’s state case update,
including combined data from
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday,
reported 4,603 new cases, an
average of over 1,500 a day, a
number consistent with daily
reports in recent weeks. Twelve
new deaths were also reported,
although some deaths may have

occurred at an earlier time due to
lags in reporting them to health
authorities. In the past week, 59
new deaths were reported, up
from 45 the week prior.

With the Delta variant of
the coronavirus estimated to be
responsible for nearly all new
cases in the state, health officials
are concerned about hospitaliza-
tion rates that haven’t been seen
since January, at the peak of the
third wave. As of Tuesday, 208
people with COVID-19 were in
intensive care units, the highest
number this year. Additionally,
540 patients were hospitalized
but not in ICUs.

Out of about 3 million
fully-vaccinated Minnesotans,
just 18,970 of them have been
diagnosed with a breakthrough
case of COVID-19, equal to 0.6
percent. A total of 1,095, or less

than 0.04 percent have required
hospitalization. A total of 108
fully-vaccinated people who
contracted COVID-19 have
died.

While vaccines have been
remarkably effective in reduc-
ing the incidence and severity of
COVID-19 infections, the slight
increase in breakthrough cases
relative to the overall total could
indicate not only that the Delta
variant is more contagious, but
that the resilience of vaccines
to ward off the virus completely
may be fading among some.

The percentage of Minne-
sotans 16 and older with at least
one dose of vaccine has climbed
to 75.6 percent, and Minnesota
ranks 17th nationally in the per-
centage of total population fully
vaccinated at 57.05 percent.

Breitung eyes grant funding for several projects

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

SOUDAN- Breitung
Township has plans for
improvements this com-
ing year, lots of plans.
Docks,  rinks,  play-
grounds, streets, trails,
and infrastructure all are
on the township’s radar.
At a special board meet-
ing Sept. 8, the board re-
viewed current projects,
grant proposals to fund
future projects, and other
plans.

Recreation

The recreation com-
mittee reported that they
were seeking $1,500 from
the Tower Fireman’s Re-
lief Association as partial
funding to turn the Mar-
garet Lilya Pavilion at the
Soudan Park into a small
skating rink for beginning
skaters this winter. The
TFRA meeting was held
later the same day and
the committee received
$1,200, the entirety of the
TFRA fund balance.

The committee is

William Lilya

William “Bill” Lilya,
90, of Virginia and for-
merly of Soudan, died on
Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020,
in Vermilion Senior Liv-
ing in Tower. A Memorial
Mass will be held at 11
a.m. on Saturday, Sept.
18 at St. Martin’s Cath-
olic Church in Tower. A
gathering time for family
and friends will begin one
hour prior to the service at
the church. Inurnment will
take place in Lakeview
Cemetery in Tower. Fam-
ily services are provided
by Bauman-Vermilion, a
Bauman Family Funeral
Home in Tower.

working with an architect
from JPJ Engineering to
create a plan to update
the rink, warming shack,
playground and soccer
field. Grant funding will
be sought from a vari-
ety of sources including
DNR Outdoor Recreation,
IRRR Culture and Tour-
ism, and MN Power.

The board has up-
dates to McKinley Park
with a DNR Outdoor Rec-
reation Grant in its sights,
including dock replace-
ment, playground updates,
benches, tables, and land-
scaping.

Repairs and
updates

Chairman Tim Tom-
sich reported that he has
been working on IRRR
Streetscapes and Culture
and Tourism grants to get
funding for a variety of
work around town includ-
ing repair of the town hall
siren, leveling of the Cty.
Rd. 697 entrance sign,
safety improvements, and
installation of benches on

Kirby is survived
by his loving wife of
40 years, Tammi Cain
Mathson; children, Lu-
kas (Amanda) Mathson
of Virginia and Brooke
(Evan) Officer of Virginia;
daughter-in-law, Cera of
El Paso, Texas; grandchil-
dren, Jeremy, Zoey, Avery,
Easton, Aiden, Cora and

Main Street and Church
Street.

The township is work-
ing on repairing and up-
dating the bike trail from
the Soudan wastewater
ponds down to McKinley
Park Campground. An ap-
plication to the IRRR Re-
gional Trails Program for
$162,500 has been sub-
mitted.

The 4th and South
St. sewer projects, funded
by IRRR, CBDG and the
township, are scheduled
to get underway on Sept.
20. Maintenance direc-
tor Tom Gorsma said that
eight residents will up-
date their personal sewer
lines during the township
sewer line replacement on
4th Ave. The water board
is offering financing for
the residents of that street
of up to $2,400. The loan
payment would be added
to their water bill over the
next four years.

Police update

Clerk Dianna Suns-
dahl reported that the
background check on po-

Jaxon; mother, Virginia
DeBoer of Cambridge;
mother-in-law, Phyllis

Cain of Virginia; broth-
ers, David (Renae) Math-
son of Pahoa, Hawaii,
and Jon (Kim) Mathson
of Cambridge; sisters-in-
law, Deb (Steve Bartolus)
Braford of Chisholm and
Candi (Tim) Blomberg of

Book Online:
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vermilionparkinn.com
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lice chief finalist Daniel
Reing came back that day,
Sept. 8. Township officials
had not yet had a chance
to review the file but will
make a hiring decision at
the next township meet-
ing. Supervisor Chuck
Tekautz and clerk Dianna
Sunsdahl have been com-
municating with city of
Tower councilors Joe Mo-
rin and Dave Setterberg
about the possibility of
Tower contracting police
services from Breitung
again.

“The first year is go-
ing to be experimental,”
said Tekautz citing the
changes in the newly re-
formed police department.
This department will like-
ly only have one full-time
officer, with no on-call
time and one squad. The
possibility of additional
part-time officers has not
been discussed yet.

The board is review-
ing their Emergency Ac-
tion Plan and will make
updates to it.

In other business, the
board:

Babbitt; numerous niec-
es, nephews, great-nieces,
great-nephews; extended
family and friends.

» Increased the fire
department’s PERA an-

the Breitung Community
Center for fire department

trainees. The classes are
open to members of any
fire department.

nual pension benefit to
$2.,500.

» Agreed to sched-
ule a series of classes at
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unexpectedly on Satur-
day, Sept. 11, 2021, in his
home, of natural causes.
A funeral service will be
held at 4 p.m. on Monday,
Sept. 20 at the Evangelical
Free Church in Embarrass.
Pastor Marlin Bjornrud
will officiate. Interment
will follow in the Embar-
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Warm and dry summer appears to have bolstered ruffed grouse reproduction

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Grouse
hunters may be pleasantly
surprised when they take to
forest roads and trails starting
Saturday. While traditional
grouse biology suggests this
should be a down year in the
ruffed grouse’s 10-year cycle,
the hot and dry conditions this
summer appear to have set the
stage for strong reproduction,
and hunters may well reap the

rewards this season.

“I’'m cautiously optimis-
tic,” said TomRusch,the DNR’s
Tower area wildlife manager.
“Drumming counts were down
this spring,” noted Rusch. “But
June weather is important and
a dry and warm June is good
for grouse. Early field reports
indicate excellent reproduction
in northern St. Louis County.”

According toRusch, thedry
and warm weather prompted
a significant insect hatch this
summer, which provided a

GROUSE HUNTING

Outliook favorable for grouse hunters

quality food resource for the
growing grouse chicks. And
reports of large coveys of young
grouse have been common this
year.

A strong year for grouse
reproduction can overcome
a lackluster population at the
beginning of the year. Spring
drumming counts averaged 1.4
drums per stop in the northeast
this spring, a middling number
about in line with expectations
four years after the population’s
last cyclical peak, in 2017.

Successful reproduction can
have a major impact on fall
hunting success, since most
birds taken by hunters are
young-of-the-year birds.

Wildlife managers have
long understood that ruffed
grouse populations rise and fall
onaroughly ten-year cycle, but
there’s evidence thatthat pattern
has become less pronounced in
recent years and it’s not clear
why.

See GROUSE..,pg. 5B

EFFECTS OF DROUGHT

Shorebird silver lining

Exceptionally low water levels have expanded feeding opportunities for some migrants

silver lining and that’s true of our
drought this year, particularly if
you’re ashorebird. Low water levels
across our region have created lots of
“shore,” along the edges of lakes and
streams and that’s provided plenty of
feeding opportunities for shorebirds,
like the greater yellowlegs, some of
which are still migrating through
our area.
I ran across a good-sized flock
of these birds last week while pho-
tographing the low water

It s said in every cloud there’s a

were focused on eating, building up
reserves to continue their migration,
mostly to the Gulf Coast or points
south.

Shorebirds, in general, are some
of our most ambitious migrants, typ-
ically spending their summers on the
tundra, where they take advantage
of the brief explosion of insect life
to feed their young, before heading
back down to warmer climes, some-
times as far as South America, for
our winter.

Neither species of

levels on the Pike River
Flowage. An entire bay
of this artificial lake had
converted to mud flats
as a result of the drought
and the yellowlegs were
rushing about feeding on
the various aquatic crit-
ters still harboring there.
As you might guess,
there is also a lesser
yellowlegs, but the two
species are fairly easy
to tell apart. The lesser

yellowlegs summers as far
north as some shorebirds.
They’re taiga nesters,
preferring the bogs and
wet forest edges in the
boreal forest to the tundra.
Their breeding range
begins about 150-200
miles north of our area,
and includes most of
northwestern Ontario and

MARSHALL | . broad swath of north-
HELMBEHGEH ern and central Canada,

from British Columbia to

is smaller, and the bill
is considerably shorter— about as
long as the bird’s head. The bill on
the greater is about one and a half
times the length of the bird’s head.
I’ve learned over the years
that shorebirds are fairly tolerant
of humans in close proximity, so I
didn’thave to crawl through the mud
to get close enough for photos. I just
ducked downabitand moved slowly
until I reached a VW bug-sized rock
that I used as both my makeshift
blind and support for my long lens.
The yellowlegs continued darting
about throughout my approach,
appearing to pay no attention. They

Newfoundland.

Yellowlegs nest most frequently
in shallow depressions they make
in sphagnum moss, usually under
the protection of a spruce tree. The
three or four young in a typical brood
hatch ready to go and are able to walk
and feed themselves within just a
few hours.

Like other shorebirds, the
yellowlegs get the job of raising
young done quickly, typically
spending no more than 6-8 weeks
on their breeding territory before
heading back south by late July. The

See SHOREBIRDS...pg 5B

Top, left, and
bottom: Greater
yellowlegs
actively feed

in the shallow
water and mud
flats left behind
on a large
former bay in
the Pike River
Flowage.

photos by
M. Helmberger

Wildflower Watch

This week’s featured flower
CANADA GOLDENROD

According to the authori-
tative website, minnesotawild-
flowers.info, a group of very
similar species and subspecies
generally go by the common
name of Canada Goldenrod
Solidago sp., here in north-
eastern Minnesota. It’s a name
that applies generally to all the
tall goldenrods that live and
bloominourregion. Telling the
varieties apart is difficult even
for a botanist, so it probably
isn’t worth if for the average
wildflower lover.

The “Canada” goldenrod
is easily distinguished from
other wildflowers in bloomright
now by its height (as much as
four feet tall), narrow, pointed
leaves,and wispy golden flower
clusters.

They’re a favorite of polli-
nators and it can be tough to take
a photograph of a goldenrod
without getting a bee or hornet
in the picture. Goldenrods are
members of the aster family.

Burning han
lifted in much
of the region

REGIONAL —More
frequent rain and cooler
temperatures have allowed
the Department of Natural
Resources to ease burning
restrictions that had been
imposed across a broad swath
of northern Minnesota in recent
months. As of Wednesday, Sept.
15,burning restrictions were be
lifted in 14 northern Minnesota
counties, including St. Louis,
Koochiching, and Itasca. Most
restrictions will remain in effect
for the time being in Lake and
Cook counties.

The restrictions still in
place in Lake and Cook counties
include a ban on campfires for
dispersed,remote,or backcoun-
try camping on all state, county,
or private lands. Camping stoves
are permitted.

Attended campfires in
established fire rings associated
with a home, cabin, camp-
ground, or resort are allowed.

Open burning permits are
restricted.

The DNR will continue to
monitor conditions and adjust
county-specific burning restric-
tions as necessary.
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BEAR SEASON
Early harvest shows decline

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL —
Despite an intense drought
that sharply limited natural
bear foods this year, bear
registrations are running
below last year’s pace
through the first two weeks
of the season. Poor food
years traditionally give
the advantage to hunters,
since bears tend to be more
responsive to baiting, but
that hasn’t translated into
the kind of success that
hunters experienced last
year, which was another
poor year for most bear
foods.

Through the first two
weeks of the 2021 season,
hunters have registered
2,299 bears, compared to
2,630 bears at this same
pointlastyear. That’sadrop
of 13 percent.

While hunters still
have nearly amonthto catch
up, about 80 percent of the
bear harvest typically takes
place in the first two weeks
of the season, according to
the DNR.Based on that,the
final harvest tally should
finish up around 2,900
registrations, according to
the DNR’s Lisa Sanderson.
That would be down slight-
ly from the 3,203 bears
registered in 2020.

While down over last
year, the 2021 harvest is
still likely to end up higher
than in most recent years.
Last year saw the highest
number of bear registra-
tions in more than a decade
and this year, if the trend

holds, will likely tip the
scales at the second highest
in more than a decade.

This year’s relatively
high harvest will likely
forestall any significant
recovery in the bear pop-
ulation, now estimated by
the DNR at 10,000-12,000
animals. That’s less than
half the population esti-
mates from the early 2000s
and reflects the impact of
several very high harvest
years in the late 1990s and
early 2000s, which substan-
tially reduced bear numbers
in the state.

The DNR has signifi-
cantly reduced bear permits
in recent years, to allow for
some population recovery,
but hunter success rates
havebeen climbing steadily
in recent years, limiting
the effects of lower permit
numbers.

Back-to-back poor
food years haven’t helped
the bear population either,
in part because it tends to
make female bears more
likely to visithunters’baits.
So far this year, females
have made up 45 percent of
the harvest, a substantially
higher percentage than
is typical in an average
food year. In bear zone
25, which encompasses
most of northern St. Louis
and eastern Koochiching
counties, females have
comprised fully 52 percent
of the bear registrations.
Tower area DNR wildlife
manager Tom Rusch has
repeatedly said that the
loss of such high numbers
of female bears hampers
recovery efforts.

SHOREBIRDS...Continued from page 4B

birds that I found feeding
on the flowage in early
September were almost
certainly immature birds,
which typically depart their
breeding grounds a few
weeks after their parents.
Shorebirds have a
pretty simple survival strat-
egy, which s to follow mild
weather and chase down
insects near water, which
makes it possible for young
birds to survive with little
input from their parents.
Their behaviors are largely
innate, rather than learned,

GROUSE..

Continued from page 4B

Other relatively new
factors, however, like the
spread of West Nile virus into
bird populations, can create
additional uncertainty when
it comes to grouse numbers.
Even so, there are few
places in the U.S. that offer
better ruffed grouse hunting
than northern Minnesota.

“Even in down years of the |

grouse population’s cycle,
hunters in other states still
envy our flush rates and
hunter success remains
high,” notes the DNR on its
grouse hunting webpage.
Minnesota has also invested
in grouse hunting opportu-
nities, with more than 528
designated hunting areas in
ruffed grouse range covering
nearly one million acres.
The DNR also maintains
more than 40 designated
ruffed grouse management
areas and over 600 miles
of hunter walking trails,
including 75 miles of trails
in 20 separate locations in
the DNR’s Tower work area.
Those trails were mowed in
late August and should be
ready to when the season
getsunderway this weekend.

Whileleaves onthe trees
and brush can make early
grouse season more difficult,
this year’s extreme drought
prompted some trees and
brush to shed their leaves
early. That could provide
hunters with an early-sea-
son advantage this year,
particularly in areas with
shallow soils, which tend to
dry faster.

The ruffed grouse
season runs Sept. 18-Jan.
2,2022.

which is a marked contrast
to other birds, like corvids
(crows and jays), that rely
heavily on survival strat-
egies and behaviors they
learn from older and more
experienced birds.

While the shorebird
migrationis largely winding
down in our area, there
are probably still a few
stragglers out there, taking
advantage of all the addi-
tional shoreline this migra-
tion season. So, keep aneye
out for them.

o Boats, trailers, and gear
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Ely Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Orr Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
0830 74 52 0.08 08/30 76 40 0.00 0830 71 53 0.09 0830 70 54 000 08/30 74 52 0.02
08/31 71 43 0.0 08/31 77 39 0.0 08/31 70 52 0.0 08/31 75 45 0.0 08/31 71 42 0.0
09001 76 42 0.0 09/01 67 54 000 09/01 74 49 0.0 09001 77 46 000 0901 76 40 0.01
09/02 76 42 0.00 09/02 66 56 0.02 09/02 76 49 0.00 09/02 73 55 0.0 09/02 77 43 0.0
09/03 68 50 0.00 09/03 74 49 0.8 09/03 70 54 0.05 0903 63 55 0.00 09/03 68 52 0.00
09/04 67 57 0.00 09004 64 35 004 09/04 66 56 0.05 09004 72 55 0.00 09/04 66 56 0.04
09/05 73 50 0.07 09/05 74 36 0.80 09/05 73 50 0.04 09005 64 48 0.00 09005 73 49 0.1
Total 9.93 YTD Total 11.71 YTD Total 11.92 YTD Total 14.15 YTD Total 14.27

THE SCIENCE OF FALL

As chiorophyli Iades other nlgments shme through

REGIONAL— With the fall
equinox set for next Wednesday,
the natural world is adjusting to the
coming winter. As days get shorter,

there’s less sunlight to fuel photo- §

synthesis in trees and other plants.

Plants convert carbon dioxide
into sugars (glucose and starch) and
oxygen by using energy from the sun
through photosynthesis. As plants
shut down the production of chlo-
rophyll, which fuels photosynthesis
(and makes leaves appear green) it
allows for other plant pigments to
show through. And for a brief time
each year, those other pigments paint
the landscape in countless shades
of yellow, red, purple, and orange.

While day length has the most
impact on seasonal changes to
plants, weather also has its effects.
High quality foliage, a product of a
warm, humid summer, will produce
brilliant colors when exposed to
sunny, cool fall days. A light frost
can have a positive impact, but hard
freezes can ruin the display. Cool,
wet summers can cause premature
displays of color.

A mild summer drought may
increase the display. A severe

drought such as the one we’ve
experienced this summer usually
dulls colors and causes premature
leaf shedding, which has already
been experienced in many parts of
the region.

The lack of water reaching the
canopy resulted in reduced sugar
production, so leaves release more
carbon dioxide. The stress means
both the chlorophyll and carotenoids
break down.Minnesota’s landscape

likely will be filled with more subtle
colors of tan, bronze and auburn
this year.

Trees hold on to leaves to con-
tinue drawing nutrients, even after
chlorophyll production stops. They
eventually shed them to save energy
and go into a period of dormancy
until the warm weather and light
returns again next spring.

Courtesy MNDNR

What’s behind all the colors of fall?

Most years before
leaves drop, nature
delights us with amazing
(albeitfleeting) fall color,
displaying vibrant shades
of yellow,orange, purple
and red.

Carotenoids, the
antioxidants ubiquitous
in leaves, protect chloro-
phyll. With chlorophyll
no longerin productionin
fall, we see their yellow

Q Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, nets, and gear

before leaving boat landing

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

and orange pigments on
trees such as ash, aspen,
basswood, birch, cotton-
wood and elm.

When the yellow
carotenoids break down,
their color is replaced by
the brown that results
from oxidation of tannins
in the leaf.

The purples and reds
that appear in leaves
are produced by antho-

€ water from boat, bilge,

motor, and live well

Remove drain plug
and open all water
draining devices

€2 Trash unused bait

i-.iw:_'l'

cyanins, as a result of
a chemical reaction of
sugars with compounds
in the leaves.
Anthocyanin pig-
ments are red and purple
and intensify in the fall,
when days are sunny and
nights are cool, causing
sugars to get trapped in
the leaf. Maple, oak and
cherry are some trees that
display these pigments.

Anthocyanins
extend the time the tree
can draw nutrients from
leaves by lowering their
freezing point, so they
can stay on the tree
longer. This antioxidant
also helpsleavesrecover
quicker when damaged
by insects feeding on
them.

Courtesy MNDNR

~ Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

- (Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water
(120°F or warmer)

INITIATIVE

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG
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Crossword

Charter School Administrator
Vermilion Country School
Tower, MN

SALARY: PER ESTABLISHED PAY SCALE
(AVAILABLE BY REQUEST)

POSITION OPEN UNTIL FILLED

FULL JOB DESCRIPTION POSTED AT
WWW.VERMILIONCOUNTRY.ORG

SEND COVER LETTER AND RESUME to:
Jodi Summit, Board Chair, jsummit@vermil-
ioncountry.org, or call 218-753-2950.

QUALIFICATIONS: Minimum 4-year degree
in relevant area. Administrator licensure
or coursework preferred but not required.
Experience with charter schools and school
leadership. Experience/interest in innovative
learning and creating a democratic school
environment. Ability to write/manage grants,
interact with state agencies, VCS authorizer,
and all stakeholders. The board envisions this
to be a .50 position, with a possibility of the
remainder of the position to be filled with a
teaching, special education, or other assign-
ment.

The Vermilion Country School is a grades
7-12 charter school that opened in the fall of
2013. It is located in Tower, on the shores
of beautiful Lake Vermilion, in the heart of
Minnesota’s North Country. The school serves
a multicultural student body of 30-35 students,
with an innovative program learning model that
is uniquely-adapted to this remote community.
For more information, visit our website at www.
vermilioncountry.org

The Vermilion Country Administrator will assist
in several aspects of program development
and implementation while working side-by-side
with our staff to oversee the educational pro-
gramming. Our school’s staff oversees day-to-
day student management. The administrator
is responsible for guiding our staff to reach
our school goals, and will report directly to the
school board, and act as our administrator of
record for MDE and our authorizer.

VAN DRIVERS NEEDED

EAST RANGE ACADEMY
Cook/Britt area » Tower/Babbitt/Ely area

Morning and afternoon routes available. Must
pass background and drivers license check.
Starting wage $15/hr. Contact Renee at
rmoehlenbrock@mnerats.org.

STEGER
MOUKLUKS
Steger Mukluks is Hiring!

» Positions include Sewing,
Shipping, and Sales:
Sewing can be at our Factory
or as a Contractor at home

» Full-Time, Part-Time, Seasonal, and
Year-Round positions available
> Competitive Wages
» Benefits Include: Health Insurance, Paid
Time Off, and Employee Discount

Steger Mukluks has been providing
employees a safe and fun work
atmosphere in Ely, MN for over 30 years.

Call 365-6634 to join the team!

Information Specialist |

Assessor - Cook
Apply by 09/27/21

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer 917

: Social Studies
V[FgmH?YN Teacher
\COUNTRY, 5 FTE

Vermilion Country School in Tower, MN
is seeking to hire a .5 FTE Social Studies
Teacher for the 2021-2022 school year.
Position can be combined
with other openings.

Position open until filled.

Application material would include a cover
letter, a resume, and license.

Only electronic applications will be accepted.
Please send application material to:
jsummit@vermilioncountry.org

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN

Vermilion Country School in Tower is seeking
to hire a Custodian for the 2021-2022 school

g

ACROSS g8 o [0 |11
1 Havana's land
5 Foreach 14
8 — Valley, Calif.
12 Miles away
13 Parisian pal
14 Former
Yankee slug-
ger, to fans
15 Abe Lincoln's
first home
17 Cello's ances-
tor 3
18 In the style of
19 Shiny, as a
photo
21 Trombone
part
24 Swizzle
25 Ireland
26 Backyard
structure
30 Od shop tune 34 Aloha State
Oldsmobile 49 Last (Abbr,) 8 Relishes 35 Garden shel-
31 Movetoone 50 Jeopardize 9 Eye part ters
side 51 Pieces for one 10 Cattle calls? 37 Baseball's
32 —roll (win- 52 Evening hrs. 11 In alazy way Hodges
ning) 53 Hose woe 16 Hearty quaff 38 Scoundrels
33 Theme park 20 Joyfultune 39 Sandwich
attraction DOWN 21 Lowly worker treat
35 Landed 1 Nev. neighbor 22 Stead 40 Phone inven-
36 Mater lead-in 2 Flying saucer 23 Press agent? tor
37 Test score 3 Satchel 24 "The March 41 Morsels
38 Spider'scre- 4 Video-game King" 44 Carrier to
ation hub 26 "OK" gesture Amsterdam
41 Spill catcher 5 Sunscreen 27 Spanish 45 Cacophony
42 Location additive greeting 46 Fed. property
43 Cozy spoton 6 Brit.record 28 Oklahomacity = manager
the slopes label 29 See socially 47 Heart chart
48 Sandwich 7 Cellphone 31 Only (Abbr.)

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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~dCOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER

year. Position can be combined with other

Our Specialty 1s You

openings and will remain open until filled.
Pay scale $13 per hour. Approx. 10 hours per

Ely Area Ambulance Service

Executive Director FLSA

The Executive Director will have primary
responsibility for overseeing the goals of
the Ely Area Ambulance Service as deter-
mined by the Board of Directors. These
goals will always include maintaining and
promoting EAAS as a premier EMS service.
The Executive Director shall also initiate and
promote fund-raising opportunities to ben-
efit EAAS. The Executive Director will also
be responsible for management of human
resources and related issues as well as
assist in budget preparation and cost contain-
ment policies. The Executive Director shall
accomplish these goals through proactive
leadership, effective supervision, exceptional
communication skills, and adherence to poli-
cies and procedures.

Please send resumes to
Kavonc@msn.com

week.
Please email jsummit@vermilioncountry.org
with a letter of interest and resume.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE
CALL FOR BIDS ON VEHICLE
Breitung Township
St Louis County, Minnesota

Breitung Township is extending its call for sealed bids on
a 2003 GMC Envoy. Vehicle to be sold-As Is. Unknown
mileage, last registration 2018. For information or to make
an appointment for viewing please call: Tom Gorsma at 218-
780-9463 or the Township Office at 218-753-6020.

Sealed bids should be sent to:
Breitung Township
PO Box 56, Soudan, MN 55782

Sealed bids may also be dropped off at the Township Office,
33 First Avenue, Tuesday-Thursday, 8 am-4 pm. Please
ensure to mark your bid “Vehicle-Sealed Bid” and submit by
09/23/21 at 12 noon. Bids to be open at the next Regular
Township Meeting on Sept. 23, 2021 at 12 pm.

Published in the Timberjay, Sept. 10 & 17, 2021

CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME
Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter
333. The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user
with exclusive rights to that
name. The filing is required
for consumer protection in
order to enable customers to
be able to identify the true

owner of a business.

ASSUMED NAME:

Dirty Steve’s Landscaping
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF
BUSINESS: 7425 Leino Rd.,
Embarrass, MN 55732
NAMEHOLDER:

Steven A. Webb, 7425 Leino
Rd., Embarrass, MN 55732

By typing my name, |, the
undersigned, certify that | am
signing this document as the
person whose signature is

required, or as agent of the
person(s) whose signature
would be required who has
authorized me to sign this
document on his/her behalf,
or in both capacities. | further
certify that | have completed
all required fields, and that
the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and
in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota
Statutes. | understand that
by signing this document |
am subject to the penalties of
perjury as set forth in Section
609.48 as if | had signed this
document under oath.

Dated: Sept. 7, 2021
SIGNED BY: Steven A. Webb

Published in the Timberjay,
Sept. 17 & 24, 2021

FUNERAL SERVICES

Virginia
741-1481

Range Funeral Home

4,3 .
e LA
\9 &

“Friends Helping Friends”

Hibbing
263-3276
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Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
218-133-2930

OPEN POSITIONS  Fifth Street S| A

Environmental Services
FT Housekeeper

Casual Laundry Aide

Casual Housekeeping & Laundry
Activities

Casual Activities Assistant

Admissions
FT Patient Registrar

Hospital/ER
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant

(NA Certification or EMT required)

Radiology
FT Radiologic Technologist

Care Center

FT Director of Nursing

(Sign-on bonus. Competitive Wage)

PT Nursing Assistant (Wage starting

at $16.36/hr - $1,500 Sign-On Bonus)
PT RN or LPN ($4,000 Sign-On Bonus)

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook

' TO APPLY:

More Info? Contact Human Resources

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cock Hosprial & Care Center offers competrtae pay and benefits

Equal Oppaortunity Employers Aflirmative Action Emplayer nchucing PERA retvement, Health and Dental coverage, Life and LTD,

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

7

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
€4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIMBERJAY CIASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond

to an ad, we urge you to

prudence that you would use when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

use the same care and

AUTOMOTIVE

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA  AA  WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS-
East Range meetings and infor-
mation, call 218-749-3387 or
www.district8online.org.

AA FRIDAYS- 7 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church, 262 E
Harvey St., Ely. Meets in the
basement.

[ Adverstising )

BUILDING
SERVICES

JOL Landscaping

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices

and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

Cook, MN

MARINE

' Schedule Your Work Today!

+ Cutfrim trees & brush
+ Brush remova

Jack Luecken

 Misoans,

Frank’s Marine

Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund

www.franksmarinesales.com

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd

&
ﬁmntﬁhﬁ»

JE T

MARINE

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF

Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

m Made in
the USA .

LIMITED TIME OFFER ¢

/2 60%off &

780-9750

Brad Luecken
780-1852

|

franksmarine@centurytel.net
Hwy 53, Orr « Call 218-757-3150

i

ALUMAIELD —ms SYAMAHA

EAST DHU RIVER SAWNILLING "]

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”

[t T |i. DPocsakager B GODIRFY
Sales - Service

Rentals
General Store

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

* Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

+ Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

See us at: www.grubens.com

Mutal Boofy

S YAMAHA

Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,
Tower MN 55790

Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
* Trim
* One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
* Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

u
LAKE VERMILION, TOWER

BOAT WORKS

Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:30-5:30,

Sat: 9-5, Sun 9-3

Ry LUND R
WAN TED Storage * Complete Service * Sales
SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good HELP WANTED
Shape. Turn your classic canoe HELP WANTED- COOK

into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

RENTAL HOUSE
WANTED

LOCAL BUSINESSMAN looking
to rent 2 bedroom home/cabin,
October 1 - May 1. References
available. Call 218-753-6223 or
218-290-6840 (cell). tfn

at

Lake.
CLEANERS also needed. Call
218-374-3621.

NEEDED- full-time or part-time

Melgeorge’s on Elephant
WEEKEND  CABIN

tfn

by Japhet

puzzle. Place the
around each of them
be repeated in any

WELIWES

There are 13 black hexagons in the

shape along the border of the puzzle.

h Light

numbers 1 -6
. No number can
partial hexagon

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
®casy €€ Nedum € @@ Difficut

TIMBUKTU

N AR TINA

Ok

remial

Convenience siore
Gas, bait & liguer

218-666-213.1
Cabin rentanls
Year round boat
stornge amd dochage
Boal and pontoon

BOATS

TIMBUKTY
NMAFRIANE

LAKE VERLMILION
2186662276

HEE Vewndlian Div - Tesk WY

wEERES

@s00ts (%) mercury
$suzua. @YAMAHA

Sales, service, siorage, bost s,

dochs, brailers and arressories

timbukinmarinn.com

timbukinmarine. com

L

Find the right senior living
option for your mom or dad
with our personalized process

Our service is free, as we're paid by our
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

aPlace forMom.

THE PLACE FOR SENIOR LIVING ADVICE

ON A FIRST-
Super Crossword NAME BASIS
ACROSS 53 Precious gem 99 Little bit DOWN 40 Generalon 81 — Lanka
1 Father that formed 103 The last Mrs. 1 Very close Chinese 84 Revise copy
6 Gather just recently? Chaplin bud menus 85 Ryder
11 No. on a car [Neil] 104 Showery 2 Eternally, in 41 Stage prize vehicle
lot sticker 57 Portin Italy 106 Robust poetry 45 Total up 86 A maestro
15 Quaint letter 61 Boot leathers artisan 3 “Glitter rock” 47 More stringy conducts it
salutation 62 Chi preceder working in group 48 Possible 89 In Maine
19 Pool table 63 Hueless precious 4 Sicilian follower of 90 Doze off
fabrics Focus or metal? spewer “Psst!” 91 Dude
20 Large town, Fiesta? [Oliver] 5 “For shame!” 49 Menlo Park 93 — de plume
in ltalian [Betty] 111 Venue 6 Circus “wizard” 94 Removes
21 Burn slightly 67 Self-help 114 Byte lead-in tumbler 51 Grow mellow via very hot
22 Purple fruit writer LeShan 115 Brand of fake 7 “Glee” actress 52 Ring arbiters water, as
fromapalm 68 Butts in fat Lea — 54 Meat stamp impurities
23 Candid bow 70 Long-eared 116 Wee, in brief 8 Pt. of NCAA inits. 95 “No” voter
wielder? hopper 117 British noble 9 Pear waste 55 Subtlety 96 Writer Roald
[Anne] 71 Undersized who feels no 10 Actress 56 Horned viper 100 Oxfam or
25 Green carriage with affection? Gilbert 58 Osaka drama Amnesty Intl.
Homet's valet a fold-down [Patty] 11 Poet Rod 59“—yplata® 101 Huge statues
26 Lisa formerly top? [Martin] 121 Quartets 12 Razor feature 60 “Thisisnot 102 Voted in
of “The View” 76 Prefix with doubled 13 Hotel listing —!" (“‘Red 105 Twisty fish
27 Bread eaten plane 123 Oratorio 14 U. lecturer alert!”) 107 Gung-ho
at Passover 77 University of solo 15 Slashed-price 63 Self-reflective 108 Writer Santha
28 Gallic senior Maine's town 124 “Der —’ product question Rama —
citizens? 79 Reply to “Are (nickname 16 Pastry bag 64 Talk about ad 109 See 69-Down
[Victor] you?” for Konrad fill nauseam 110 Fishhook
31 Subside 80 Annoyed Adenauer) 17 Cowboy’s 65 1950 Asimov lines
33 Earnest and small 125 Clear quartz workplace classic 111 Hefty slices
solemn songbird? fashioned 18 Vision 66 Five doubled 112 Deep pink
35D.C. VIPs [Christopher] to look like 24 127-Down 67 Elegant tree 113 Madonna
36 Four doubled 82 PD alert a suitor's between 69 With 109- musical
37 Ebony- 83 Mutiny flower? Russia and Down, 114 Groove for a
colored card 87 Pioneer in [Billy] Ukraine unprocessed letter-shaped
given on graph theory 129 Mets’ clubs 29 Prefix with facts bolt
February 14? 88 Sweetheart 130 In tatters plane 72 “Mon Oncle” 118 Ingests
[Karen] prone to 131 Tickle pink 30 Stephen of star Jacques 119 Old Chrysler
41 Stable scrap sulk? [Ron] 132 Long-term the screen 73 Actress 120 Bombeck of
42 Writer Ayn 92 Sailor who con 31 Spanish river Joanne humor
43 Houston site flew on aroc 133 Louver strip 32 Boring 74 MSN rival 122 Sextet halved
44 Little bit 97 Absorbed by 134ERAorHRs 34T.— 75 Employs 126 “I reckon so”
46 A Great Lake 98 Follower of 135 Quick 38 B-F linkup 78 Suffix with 127 Body of water
50 Cry of worry “Co.," often 136 Up to now 39 “No” vote audit orarm 128 Drop the ball
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ket | [DO YOU NEED PLANS?
0sIng Services, North Countty’s Premier Design and Drafting Service
Title Insurance
REPAIR : i ; & Abstracting ¢ Custom Homes ﬁ CADline DES]gI]
Northeast Title Company ~ELY OFFICE g e | 218827.8166 - Officc
& INSTALLATION has competitive rates and 545 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN 55731 Aflrcllljo‘ cls 218.349.6838 - Cell
professional services assuring Phone (218)365-5256 \dditions plans@cadlinedesign.us
peace of mind for our  Angie Mikulich * Site Planning w.cadlinedesi
21 8-235-7305 customers before and after  Licensed Closing Agent o cadiinedesign-us
Licensed and Insured closing. We take pride in our Your source for Building Plans,
License# BC674311 _ service and have a proven - VIRGINIA OFFICE Site Planning and CAD Drafting Services
history of being a leader inthe 612 13 St S « Virginia MN 55792

industry. Customers can expect  Phone (218)741-1515
quality services and products  Jodee Micheletti
along with a professional - Qwner/Licensed Closing Agent
> staff that takes pride in every
Nordic Home : closing. Our warm, friendly, and  600K/SURROUNDING AREAS

North professional approach inall of ~ py, 0 (218)666-3174
our fransactions ensures our - gparon Maronick

customers a level of comfort that | 1-oncedf Closing Agent
is unmatched in the industry. : 979

www.netitle.com

218-365-6037

GREENS?_%NE 2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely

HURSERY B LANBSCAPING | 1/4 mile east of 88 & 169
%mm'ﬂ'ﬁ'n! greenstonenursery.com

* In Business Since 1979

YOU CALLWE HAUL!

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

: Carl Anderson _
3OS Tower, MN » 2167533318 Andersomn Bamlnu' Ine. F THE' __ HED LOOK
Hours Mon-Sat 10-4 and by appointment ce“ 218_180_4955 _ T N'E ) ' BUILDING| ROOFING
www.andersonbarging.com D ) 4 ..-—*" = REMODELING
Covering all of Lake Vermilion o £ i Thm:.l D'::;?:

: Pingajt@gmail.com
7 (218) 235-7305

You're Gonna Flip Your Lid!..

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete |N STOCKI
Sepflc Tanks CANNINGLIDS | /o=
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers, g"\ Prepare for unexpected
Ui A )

Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand, Wide and Regular power outageSiith a
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel, Generac home standby

Different Types of Concrete Blocks.
FREE ESTIMATES for site development, 107 QFF generator

roads, fill and excavations. oL All Furnace Filters
Celebrati From Ely to T Soud d e We are a UPS site ¥
elebrating rom Eiy to Iower-soudan an
gterer il VERMILION LUMBER |l pee o
G| HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS | |- bl o
FOREST CONCRETE rie| 218-753-2230
PRODUCTS ﬁ lhm@tf, 302 Main St., Tower, MN E

VISA|

M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

OUR DESIGN TOOLS

Choose from a variety are at Your Fingertips

of window materials and styles.

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 « plans 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 o ce// 218-341-3197

i T Add value to your home.
MARVIN @ =~ Save on heating and cooling.
<t Fast, no-mess install. ; ;
; HARDWOOD FLOORING i AREA RUGS CARPETING
"%, Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 . | SN E N
F % Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12 i . A | ] \ | |
cook BULDING cexter  eric@cookbuildingcenter.com A BT el (LR
s X, i [
[t ¥ == S

INSURANCE

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

CERAMICTILE |

Visit our showroom and you'’ll find an
extensive line of top brands in any category!

'_ ‘ % Our friendly staff is always
E Bl ready to assist!

Visit Our Website
www.floortoceiling.com/virginia

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

BIG Enough to Serve you; smail Enough to Know You ey — H(?URS:
218-753-2101 < FLOOR toCellNg: SR EEr=2 8-5:30 N-F
ain St. ™ ok o Rl Ao e ; : E Find us e
Tower, MN § 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/Mt. Iron &— facebook.
www.towersoudanagency.com g (1/2 Mile West on Highway 169) -741-6690 e = floortoceiIing.comlvirginia




