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Due to realignment, Wood Coun-
ty’s fi ve football programs have set 
non-district schedules to fi t their 
needs in preparation for district play. 
All of the county teams open the regu-
lar season Aug. 31.

Mineola and Winnsboro were both 
moved to District 8 3A DI where they 
will take on playoff  favorites West 
Rusk, Gladewater and Tatum along 
with Sabine and traditionally tough 
White Oak.

Mineola will open the season against 
three Class 4A opponents, the fi rst two 
at home against Wills Point and Can-
ton followed by a road game at Farm-
ersville, also Class 4A, and fi nishing 
the non-district slate at home against 
Class 2A DI Big Sandy. All of the 
Jacket non-district foes were playoff  
teams last year. The Jackets will have 
their hands full in the opener against 
a Wills Point team coming off  a 6-5 

playoff  season with six off ensive and 
10 defensive starters returning.

The Quitman Bulldogs enter new 
territory with the wide ranging Dis-
trict 10—3A DII. The eight team 
district features the Bulldogs, Winona, 
Arp, Troup, Grand Saline, Frankston, 
Alba-Golden and Harmony. The Bull-
dogs open the season on the road at 
Cumby to take on the Class 2A Tro-
jans, a team which went 7-5 last year 
falling in the area round of the play-
off s. The Trojans have six off ensive 
and eight defensive players returning 
this season. The Bulldogs, who are 
looking to reverse a four-year, 43 
game losing streak, will also take on 
Scurry-Rosser and Union Grove before 
starting district play at Arp Sept. 28.

Alba-Golden fi nished at 3-7 last year 
and have one of the area’s top signal 
callers in Zane Smith who passed for 
over 1,200 yards last year and scored 
14 rushing touchdowns. The Pan-
thers will host county rival Hawkins 
Aug. 31 followed by another home 

game with Big Sandy and a road trip 
to Honey Grove. The Panthers open 
district play Sept. 28 on the road at 
district favorite and state-ranked Har-
mony.

Over at Hawkins, the Hawks will 
have 10 off ensive and nine defensive 
starters coming back. The Hawks are 
in the six team District 10-2A DI with 
Price Carlisle, Alto, Big Sandy, Union 
Grove and Cushing. Hawkins has a 
tough early pre-season with their fi rst 
three games on the road at Alba-Gold-
en, All Saints (Tyler) and Beckville 
before gett ing home games against 
Linden-Kildare and Como-Pickton. 
The Hawks open district play at home 
Oct. 12 against Union Grove.

Winnsboro will take on Winona, 
Queen City, Paris Chisum and High-
way 37 rival Mt. Vernon. The Raid-
ers open at home against a talented 
Winona squad who made the playoff s 
last year fi nishing with a 4-7 record. 
Winona returns seven off ensive and 
eight defensive starters from last year.    

County teams face tough pre-season slates
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In high school sports, 
home fi eld advantage is 
always supposed to be 
worth some points. Many 
say playing in one’s own 
stadium gives the home 
team advantages from 
slopes, holes and dips in 
the surface to the sun be-
ing a problem until the 
time change in the fall.

The fi ve football facili-
ties in Wood County have 
served their communi-
ties well, hosting not just 
football, but graduations, 
concerts, wrestling, band 
competitions and in some 
cases, track meets.

The newest facility is 
the 2,500 seat Meredith 
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Alba-Golden Athletic Director and Head Football 
Coach Derek Smith is an absolute straight shooter. 
He makes no bones about the Panthers’ goals for the 
2018 gridiron season.

“We expect to make the playoff s. Our goal is the 
playoff s. Gett ing a number of wins is a good goal, 
but our main focus is to get this team to the post sea-
son,” Smith said. “The coaching staff  is working hard 
and our players are working hard with the playoff s 
as our goal. The new district will make things inter-
esting because we don’t know a lot about some of the 
teams.”

District 10-3A Division II includes the Panthers, 
Quitman, Grand Saline, Arp, Troup, Frankston, Win-
ona and Harmony. Harmony is ranked in the state’s 
top 15 in most polls and is the district favorite, but 
Smith believes the Panthers have the talent to survive 
district play and clinch a playoff  slot. “There is no 
reason we can’t be one of those teams going to the 
playoff s. Like anyone else, we must stay away from 
injuries,” Smith notes.

“The new district has more teams. Harmony will 
be tough while Arp and Troup will have some speed. 
It’s one of those districts where anybody is capable of 
winning on Friday night. I feel good about my kids 

By LARRY TUCKER
sports@woodcountymonitor.com

Alba-Golden’s volleyball mentor, 
Head Coach TaShara Everett , has a one 
word goal for 2018: playoff s.

This is Everett ’s 14th year at the helm 

of Alba-Golden volleyball. “That is al-
ways my goal for this team, the play-
off s. We missed out on the playoff s last 
year after going for several years and 
it did not sit well,” Everett  said. “This 
team is working hard and we plan on 
being there. We do have some senior 

leadership, but we are also young with 
two freshmen in the starting line-up.”

The Lady Panthers have three se-
niors, a junior and a pair of freshmen 
in their early season starting line-up. 
This year’s seniors are Ginny Carson, 
Lauren Crump and Macy Pendergrass 
with Ann Marie Pendergrass the lone 
junior and freshmen Madi Bryant and 
Kaylee Anglin. 

Everett  feels the new district will 
be tough. District 12-3A is composed 
of the Lady Panthers, Quitman, Lone 
Oak, Rains, Grand Saline, Edgewood 
and Mineola. Rains is moving down 
from a successful stint in Class 4A. 
“Everyone is going to be tough. On 
any Tuesday or Friday you can win or 
lose a game in this district,” Everett  ob-

served. “You always have to bring your 
‘A game’. There are no easy games in 
this district.”

Everett  has set a competitive sched-
ule for the lady Panthers. “We sched-
ule good teams so it can make us a 
bett er team. We have scheduled teams 
who have gone to the playoff s because 
we want to see the good teams and 
compete against them,” Everett  add-
ed. “The Tyler Invitational and the 
Brownsboro Tournament will have 
excellent competition. We will fi nd out 
a lot about ourselves playing against 
those type of teams. These games will 
get us ready for our district.”

Carson, the team captain, is a mid-

FALL SPORTS PREVIEW: ALBA-GOLDENFALL SPORTS PREVIEW: ALBA-GOLDEN

Panthers have 
playoffs in sight

2018 ALBA-GOLDEN VARSITY FOOTBALL See PANTHERS, Page 3

Lady Panthers take aim at postseason appearance
2018 ALBA-GOLDEN VARSITY VOLLEYBALL

See LADY PANTHERS, Page 3
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Best of luck to all of the 2018-2019 
Wood County Athletes.

Dr. Karl Scheffrahn, Dr. Luca Shipman, Dr. Adam Solomon and Staff

Your smile may be the 
brightest part of someone’s 
day, so wear it often and 

share it freely.

and I feel good about our 
chances to make the play-
off s this year.”

The Panthers have 13 
players returning, six on of-
fense and seven on defense.  
Smith will be looking to his 
son, Zach, for leadership 
at the quarterback slot. The 
younger Smith is 6’4” and 
weighs in at 180 pounds. He 
threw for over 1,200 yards 
and got into the end zone for 
14 scores last season. 

The Panthers will be op-
erating from a basic Slot T 
on off ense with an empha-
sis on the running game, 
but will go to the air to use 
several talented receivers. 
“We are a run-fi rst team and 
we can throw the ball pret-
ty good,” Smith observed. 
“We worked on the passing 
game playing in the Mineola 
seven-on-seven league. We 
had a good time over there 
and did prett y well. We beat 
Mineola once and they beat 
us once. It helped our receiv-
ers to get bett er and bett er.”

Quarterback Smith will 
have solid targets and run-
ning backs in Tom Mitchell 
and Bodie Baker. Panther 
receivers include Matt hew 

Rogers and Jon Michael 
Chadwick. “Zach will have 
good targets all around,” 
the coach added. “Some of 
the best hands on the team 
belong to tight end Chris 
Chabuad.”

Smith challenges his team 
to rise to the occasion every 
Friday night. “Harmony is 
defi nitely the favorite. The 
have talent coming back 
and their JV teams were 
good last year. But I tell my 
kids you can play with any-
body,” Smith explained. 
“Do some places have bet-
ter athletes? Sure they do, 
but you can play with any-
body on any Friday night. 
It’s a mentality thing and I 
think our kids are gett ing 
there.”

Smith is depending on 
the Panther defense to be 
successful. “We have some 
good defenders coming 
back. Tom Mitchell was 
second leading tackler as a 
sophomore and last year he 
broke his ankle in game one 
against Hawkins. It will be 
good to get him back at 
inside linebacker,” Smith 
said. “Another really good 
defender we have is Dylan 
Arenas at free safety. He 
plays hard and is a very 
good tackler.”

At the end of the regular 
season, the Panthers are of 

one accord. “The kids want 
to get back in the playoff s, 
that is the number one 
thing on their mind. To set 
a goal just on wins is not ac-
ceptable. Going to the play-
off s is what matt ers,” Smith 
said. “Our immediate goals 
are to play bett er each 
week. We are going to play 
hard every game we play. 
We want people to know 
when they have played us.”

The Panthers open the 

2018 season at home against 
Hawkins followed by an-
other home game against 
Big Sandy before their fi nal 
non-district tune-up on the 
road at Honey Grove. Af-
ter taking off  Sept. 21 the 
Panthers will travel to Har-
mony Sept. 28 to open dis-
trict play. The Alba-Golden 
homecoming this season is 
set for Oct. 5 against Wino-
na and Senior Night is the 
Nov. 2 Quitman game. 

dle blocker along with Macy Pendergrass, 
while Ann Marie Pendergrass is an out-
side hitt er and Crump right side hitt er. 
Bryant is also a hitt er and Anglin is the 
sett er.

Team Captain Carson is ready to return 
to the lady Panthers winning ways and a 
spot in the post season. “We might not be 
that team that is crazy good, but we will 
work hard and we are scrappy.  We plan 
to outwork anybody we play,” Carson 
said. “We do have some younger players 
and I believe in the years to come they are 
going to be really good.”

Carson said she looks forward to a dif-
ferent season than last year. “Last year 
was not a good year for us. We just didn’t 
have a good experience last year. I kind 
of got burned out last season because it 
wasn’t fun,” Carson said. “This year is 
already diff erent. We are more of a team 
and we have been working really hard to-
gether so far. It’s been a lot bett er and it 
has been fun. If we really continue to put 
the work in and do our best to get bett er, 
then we will get back to the playoff s. The 
teams in the past who have always been 
good expect it to be given to them. We 
have to work for everything we get.”

Carson believes competitive practice 
has been a key to gett ing bett er as a team. 
“We are really competitive in practice and 
I think it makes us all bett er,” Carson said. 

Everett  believes cutt ing down on mis-
takes and unforced errors will give this 
team the opportunities to win ball games, 
especially the close ones. “We are already 
gett ing bett er cutt ing down on the mis-
takes. If we can continue to do that, we 
should be able to get back to the playoff s,” 
Everett  said.

The Lady Panthers open district play 
Sept. 7 on the road against an Edgewood 
squad many feel is one of the top teams in 
East Texas. Senior Night is set for Oct. 16 
against Lone Oak. The quest for the play-
off s could go down to the fi nal two games 
which are both on the road at Grand Sa-
line (Oct. 19) and Rains (Oct. 23).

 

Lady Panthers
From page 2

2018 ALBA-GOLDEN MARCHING BAND

Panthers
From page 2

2018
ALBA-

GOLDEN 
VARSITY 
CHEER

CREDITS:
FOOTBALL &
VOLLEYBALL
PHOTOS BY

CHAD PARRISH

BAND PHOTO BY 
ZAK WELLERMAN

VARSITY CHEER
COURTESY PHOTO

Stadiums
From page 1

Memorial Stadium, home of 
the Mineola Yellow Jackets 
which opened in 1994. The 
stadium has artifi cial turf 
and a fi ne track facility too. 
The stadium has been the 
site of several playoff  games 
over the years. The stadium 
is located at 1044 West Loop 
564 just west of downtown 
Mineola.

One of the oldest stadi-
ums in East Texas is Quit-
man’s Bud Moody Stadium, 
opening in 1948 and seating 
1,500. The stadium is grass 
turf and many improve-
ments have been made over 
the summer to give the old 
stadium a beautiful facelift. 
The press box has been ren-
ovated and there have been 
major improvements to the 

parking lot at the stadium. 
The old rock bleachers were 
part of an original Bulldog 
Field built for track.

Another older Wood 

County facility is Red Raid-
er Stadium in Winnsboro. 
The 2,000 seat facility has 
been the scene of many bat-
tles with other Wood Coun-

ty schools as well as arch 
rival Mt. Vernon. The grass 
fi eld stays in great shape 
year round and it is located 
at 409 Newsome just east 
of Winnsboro High School 
about two blocks west of 
Highway 11.

Alba-Golden’s Panther 
Stadium opened in 1982 
when Alba-Golden got their 
football program started. 
The stadium has bleachers 
on the south side of the fi eld 
and it seas approximately 
500 fans. The stadium is lo-
cated on the north side of 
the Alba-Golden campus on 
U.S. Highway 69.

Lowrance Stadium 
opened in Hawkins in 1975 
is located on the campus of 
Hawkins ISD. The 1,200 seat 
fi eld is named after legend-
ary Coach Robert Lowrance 
who is a member of the Tex-
as High School Coaches As-
sociation Hall of Fame.

Meredith Memorial Stadium (Mineola)

Red Raider Stadiim (Winnsboro)

Bud Moody Field (Quitman) Lowrance Field (Hawkins)
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Hawkins Head Coach Scott  
Evans preaches hard work 
pays off . The Hawks got a 
taste of the state playoff s last 
year turning a tough year 
around to make the post sea-
son after winning two import-
ant district games. The Hawks 
put up a good fi ght in bi-dis-
trict before falling 47-13 to a 
Rivercrest team who posted a 
12-1 record. 

Evans returns experience to 
the gridiron this season with 
10 off ensive and nine defen-
sive starters back on the fi eld 
for the Hawks. “We have some 
hard working young men who 
are looking forward to going 
back to the playoff s and this 
time get a win when we get 
there,” Evans said. “We only 
lost three of the 22 starters 
from last year so most of our 
team is back.”

The Hawks embark on their 
2018 journey traveling west 
to Alba-Golden to take on the 
Panthers in the Aug. 31 season 
opener. They are in District 10-
2A DI with Alto, Carlisle, Big 
Sandy, Cushing and Union 
Grove. After the Alba-Golden 
game, the Hawks will fi nish 
out their pre-season slate with 
games against All Saints (Ty-
ler), Beckville, Linden-Kildare 
and Como-Pickton.

Evans believes his defense 
will be improved. “We have a 
good front six. We have some 
size and we feel like we will 
be solid against the run,” Ev-
ans noted. “We were in a lot 
of close games last year where 
we just couldn’t quite get the 
win. We expect to win some 
of those close games this year. 
We were able to make the play-
off s last year for the fi rst time 

in a long time and we want to 
build on that.”

The Hawks have a tough 
pre-season slate to get them 
ready for district play. “We 
have a good mixture of teams 
to play before district. Hope-
fully, we will come out of the 
non-district ready for district 
play,” Evans said. “Carlisle 
and Alto are probably the 
pre-season picks as the favor-
ites in our district. Year in and 
year out our goal will always 
be to win a district champion-
ship. We have not won district 
since 1990 or 91 so that is a 
goal we have.”

Evans is looking to talented 
sophomore Paeton Smith to 
call the signals for the Hawks 
this fall. Smith was moved up 
from the JV to the varsity last 
season as a freshman. “Smith 
is very mobile. He can run, but 
he also has a good arm and 

can throw the football.  We 
will run a triple option which 
has many possibilities on of-
fense,” Evans observed. “J.D. 
McGowan is going to be our 
fullback. He’s a big kid, about 
6’1” and 245 pounds and he 
runs about a 4.5 forty. We will 
hand the ball to him a lot when 
we are trying to pound it in.”

Stellar defensive back Akim 
Richmond is a four year start-
er and he returns to add some 
spark to the Hawk off ense. 
The Hawks are moving Tris-
tian Garrett  out wide along 
with Camron Taylor to give 
the Hawks downfi eld weap-
ons for the passing game.

Evans said the Hawks will 
have good size on defense and 
expect to be able to stop the 
wide-open off enses they will 
see in district play. “We do 
have some size. Teddy Taylor 

plays tough and he is 5’10” 
and weighs 330 pounds. He 
can really move and is a very 
athletic kid for that size,” Ev-
ans remarked. “Tristian Gar-
rett  will be one of defensive 
ends and he is a good one. 
Most of the secondary are re-
turning from last year so we 
should be alright against the 
pass.”

Evans said the Hawks must 
be consistent to be successful. 
“Last year we did have some 
success, but we were not very 
consistent. We turned the ball 
over a lot last year and that is 
something we are really em-
phasizing this year, cutt ing 
down on turnovers,” Evans of-
fered. “We will be okay as long 
as we take care of the football 
and eliminate mistakes. Our 
kids are going to play hard 
and they will get after it.”

We proudly support
all area teams!

Have a great season!HHH t !!

From your friends at
Ozarka-Wood County

FALL SPORTS PREVIEW: HAWKINSFALL SPORTS PREVIEW: HAWKINS
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2018 HAWKINS VARSITY FOOTBALL

Hawks 
ready to 
break out

2018 HAWKINS JUNIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL

2018 HAWKINS VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
CREDITS:

VOLLEYBALL PHOTO BY STEVE RUTHERFORD
FOOTBALL PHOTOS BY LARRY TUCKER
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Fans of Yellowjacket 
football can expect to 
see big things from the 
team under Coach Luke 
Blackwell´s second year 
leadership.  “You are 
going to see immense 
eff ort, beacuse of how 
hard they are going to 
play.  We have a fun 
group of athletes and 
we will make the game 
fun,” Blackwell summa-
rized.

District realignment 
has placed Mineola 
into an exceptionally 
competitive group of 
schools, which have 
long histories of play-
ing hard-nosed football.  
West Rusk, Gladewa-
ter, White Oak, Sabine, 
Tatum and Winnsboro 
will compete with the 
Jackets for the District 
8-3A title.  Recogniz-
ing  the huge challenge 
presented by the new 
alignment, Blackwell 
explained the team 
preparations will be 
the same regardless of 
the opponent.  “We will 
control what we can 
control,” he explained.

Mineola will open the 
season at home on Fri-

day Aug. 31 against the 
Wills Point Tigers.  In 
preparation for the 10 
game regular season, 
scrimmages against 
Malakoff  and Caddo 
Mills were conducted 
at Meredith Stadium on 
Aug. 17 and Aug. 24. 

Blackwell described 
how the Jackets have 
added a third tenet to 
their team mantra.  In 
addition to att itude 
and eff ort, the team has 
committ ed to toughness 
for the 2018 campaign.  
Blackwell explained the 

players can control their 
att itude, their eff ort and 
their toughness, es-
pecially their mental 
toughness.   They will 
work to develop and 
shape their commit-
ment to these three te-
nets.  

A Mineola native, 
Blackwell took a circu-
itous route to become 
Mineola´s head football 
coach.  From his studies 
at University of Texas 
at Tyler, to the fi nancial 

Proud 
Supporters 

of the 
Mineola 

Yellowjackets

311 W Broad St., Mineola, TX 75773
903-569-3187

Your before  and  after

GAME STOP
                          for drinks and snacks!
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522 W Broad St.  | Mineola, TX 75773
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Electrical 
Repairs!*

When you mention you 
saw this ad in the...

$50.00

ELECTRICAL 
SERVICE & REPAIR

*Restrictions may apply. Call for details.
OFF

Wood County
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 FINANCING OPTIONS
       UPFRONT PRICING
           TRUSTED ELECTRICIANS

 Electrical Repairs
 Breakers  Panels

 Surge  Ceiling Fans
 Financing

SERVICES
903-452-2029

2018 MINEOLA VARSITY FOOTBALL

2018-19 Mineola Yellowjacket senior football players (kneeling, left to right) are Devin Cormier, Marcus 
Riley, Cameron Bowman; (standing, left to right) Cameron Wise, Seth Kirk, Davian Sneed and Shaw Franklin.

Jackets coach expects
‘intense effort’ on field

See JACKETS, Page 7
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www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

SERVING TEXANS SINCE 1949

For 65 years, Watkins Insurance 

to serving the people of East 
Texas for all their insurance 

boat, RV, life, health, business 
or anything else, we’ve been 

experience, there will always be 
someone to help you when you 

PROUDLY SERVING 

WOOD, HOPKINS, RAINS, 

UPSHUR, GREGG, AND 

VAN ZANDT COUNTIES

24 Hour Access

www.keepitstorage.com
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Hwy 69 N. (Behind KMOO)
1113 C.R. 2220 Mineola, Texas 75773

Key Pad
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Good Luck, Stay Safe!
HAVE A GREAT SEASON!
To all the area
teams from all
of us here at the...

Mon-Fri: 8:30 am - 5 pm  •  Sat: 9 am - 2 pm
Phone: Local (903) 569-0202   Toll Free: (800) 733-5931

The Mineola 
Flower Shop

114 W. Broad St. - Mineola
 Linda Vandagriff, Owner

Order Your Homecoming 
Mums early for the 
2018-2019 Season.

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE MINEOLA YELLOWJACKETS

Mineola Flower & Gift Shop

Check out our Facebook page for samples!

“Win the day!” is the 
rallying cry of the 2018 
Lady Jackets varsity vol-
leyball team.  Led by sev-
enth-year Head Coach 
Kerry Van Cleave the 
youthful squad of Lady 
Jackets will be striving 

to improve on their chal-
lenging 2017 campaign.

Coach Van Cleave 
voiced enthusiastic sup-
port of the 14-woman 
strong varisty squad, 
recognizing their indi-
vidual skill, volleyball 
I.Q. and work ethic as 
the most pleasing char-
acteristics.

“We are blessed to have 
great kids,” Van Cleave 
summarizied.  “The kids 
want to work,” she add-
ed.

The 2018 district 
schedule opens Sept. 
11 at Alba-Golden and 
concludes Oct. 23 at 
Edgewood.  Grand Sa-
line, Lone Oak, Rains, 
and Quitman comprise 
the other district teams.  
The format of district 
play is a home and away 
match against each dis-
trict competitor.  Four 
of the seven teams will 
advance in a playoff .       

Commencing in early 
August, nine pre-district 
games and tournaments 
in Van, Eustice,Quitman 

and Wills Point will pre-
pare the Lady Jackets for 
district play.  Van Cleave 
expects exceptionally 
competitive matches 
from her charges.  She 
describes the team as  
“very fun to watch, as 
you can see their passion 
in the game.”

A south Texas native 
and graduate of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor Univer-
sity, Van Cleave also 
works as an assistant 
track coach and Special 
Education teacher.  She 
and her husband,  Con-
tractor Fred Van Cleave, 
have three children in 
Mineola schools, Syd-
ney, RyLeigh and Caleb. 

“I´ve always enjoyed 
teaching... I view them 
all as my own kids,” of-
ferred Van Cleave.  

Volleyball scheduling 
conventions dictate dis-
trict games be played on 
Tuesdays and Fridays 
commencing at 4:30.  
On Tuesdays the junior 
varsity teams play fi rst, 
while on Fridays the var-

sity squad opens play.  
Mineola presently fi elds 
a 23-woman strong ju-
nior varsity team.    

Van Cleave is most 
impressed by the dedi-
cation of her Lady Jack-
ets.  She noted most of 
the team played in a 
voluntary summer vol-
leyball league, and she 
fi elds numerous calls to 
open the gym early for 
her players.  This is es-
pecially heartening after 
a disappointing season 
last year. 

As she explained re-
peatedly to her squad, 
“Good things will come 
out of this if we fi nd the 
positives... and win the 
day!” 

Mineola Schools con-
ducts a Litt le Spikers 
Program for grades 
three through six.  
During four afternoons 
in the spring Lady Jack-
ets interact with the 
young students focusing  
on confi dence-building 
measures and skills de-
velopment.       

YELLOWJACKETS

903 - 569 - 5454
220 W Broad St. - Mineola, TX 75773

2018 MINEOLA VARSITY VOLLEYBALL

Lady Jackets ready to play 
and ‘win the day,’ says coach
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MISD Administration Building  1695 W. State Loop 54, Mineola, TX 75773
www.mineolaisd.net  903-569-2448  Facebook: Mineola ISD  Twitter: @Mineola ISD

Mineola
Independent School District

“Committed to 
Your Children, 
Their Future, 
Our Legacy”

 State CHAMPIONS 2017 Marching Band
 State CHAMPIONS 2016 Yellowjacket Football

 Gold Medal State track relay team 2015
 Silver Medal State Cheerleader/Spirit Team 2015

LET’S DO IT AGAIN, YELLOWJACKETS! 

world, to his initial for-
ay into coaching with 
the Coldspring Trojans  
and fi nally back home 
to Mineola.  He stated 
simply, “I let God take 
care of the big things.´´  
Blackwell freely admit-
ted that faith plays a 
huge role in his and his 
family´s lives.       

In his 11th year at 
Mineola, Blackwell will 
leverage the long expe-
rience gained through 
his tenure, and is count-
ing on the signifi cant 
experience returning 
to the squad from last 
year´s successful team.  
“We have some gaps to 
fi ll from graduation, but 
we have a good number 
of young players re-
turning with signifi cant 
playing experience,‘‘ 
Blackwell commented.  

Fans can expect to see 
a multi-faceted off ense, 
capable of running 
downhill, as well as 
operating  an up-tem-
po passing att ack.  The 
defense will feature 
a six defensive back 
alignment, and will be 
fl exible enough to meet 
any off ensive threat.  It 
promises to be an excit-
ing year on the gridiron.

Coach Blackwell re-
fl ected on the impor-
tance of senior leader-
ship on the team,  “We 
would like for all seniors 
to take on the roles of 
captain,´´ he explained.  
They will be expected 
to shape the season into 
the experience that they 
have worked for.                

rrrr

St.

Sales • Service • Installation

Residential & Commercial

• Most Services Performed Within One Day
• Reasonable Rates
• Service On All Major Brands
• Heat Pumps

In Business

Since 1980

TACLB009839E

An Independent American Standard DealeAn Independent American Standard DealeAn Independent American Standard DealerAn Independent American Standard DealerAn Independent American Standard DealerAn Independent American Standard DealerAn Independent American Standard DealerAn Independent American Standard Dealer

APPLIANCE & AIR CONDITIONING
HUGHESHUGHES

903-569-5440
1305 W. Broad St. 

Mineola, TX 75773

Jackets
From page 5

2018 MINEOLA YELLOWJACKET BAND “The Sound of the Swarm”

2018 MINEOLA VARSITY CHEERLEADERS

2018 MINEOLA JUNIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL
CREDITS:

ALL MINEOLA PHOTOS BY GENE’S PHOTOGRAPHY
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FALL SPORTS PREVIEW: QUITMANFALL SPORTS PREVIEW: QUITMAN

By LARRY TUCKER
sports@woodcountymonitor.com

The time has come for 
Quitman to win a foot-
ball game.

The last time a Quit-
man football team 
walked off  the fi eld with 
a victory was October 
2013 when they defeated 
Eustace. Athletic Direc-
tor and Head Football 
Coach Bryan Oakes has 
preached all the sermons 
and has found many 
ways to inspire and mo-
tivate his football team. 
All the steps have been 
taken except for one: to 
win a football game.

The numbers are up 
over last year’s totals. 
“We have had 50 (play-
ers) out this summer 
and are staying steady 
at about 48, that’s seven 
more than last year at 
this time. As with any-
thing, we have had our 
ups and downs,” Oakes 
said. “For the fi rst time 
as coaches, we can see 
our kids growing in con-
fi dence in themselves. 
Our kids are fi nally start-
ing to see things and 

they are able to perform 
at higher levels of expec-
tations. They know they 
have put in the work and 
now it is time to show it 
on the fi eld.”

The Bulldogs will com-
pete in the new District 
10-3A DII eight-team 
district which includes 

Quitman, Alba-Golden, 
Grand Saline, Harmony, 
Arp, Troup, Winona and 
Frankston. Quitman fac-
es a tough schedule this 
fall with only four home 
games in their 10-game 
schedule.  

The Bulldogs will open 
the season on the road 

at Cumby followed by 
a home game against 
Scurry-Rosser and a fi -
nal pre-season tune-up 
at Union Grove. After 
taking off  Sept. 21 with 
a bye, the Bulldogs trav-
el to Arp for the district 
opener Sept. 28. Quitman 
will have Homecoming 

2018, Oct. 5, when they 
host Grand Saline. They 
travel to district favorites 
Troup and Harmony on 
back-to-back Friday’s 
before making it back to 
Bud Moody Stadium for 
a batt le with Frankston 
Oct. 26. They head to 
Alba-Golden for the Pan-

ther’s Senior Night Nov. 
2 and fi nish the regular 
season at home Nov. 9 
taking on Winona for Se-
nior Night festivities.

The Bulldogs will con-
tinue with the no-huddle 
off ense. Oakes said his 

RESORT COMMUNITIES

Holiday Villages
Why rent when you can own?

Low down, low monthly payments,

Home sites- Mobile Home sites - RV sites

125 Holiday Village Drive • Quitman, Texas 75783
903-878-7265

Call us today for more information!

City of Quitman
Texas

Proud supporter
of the

Quitman Bulldogs

www.quitmantx.org
903-763-2223

INCORPORATED IN 1941

 Stop in before and after the 
game for the best 

Treats & Eats in Quitman!

Go Bulldogs!

All DQ and Orange Julius trademarks owned or licensed by Am. D.Q. Corp. © 2017. 
All TDQOC trademarks owned by Texas Dairy Queen Operators’ Council Corp. © 2017.

Quitman Area
Chamber of Commerce

100 Governor Hogg Pkwy • Quitman
903-763-4411 

qtmncoc@peoplescom.net

Go
Bulldogs!

Shear 
Impulse

Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-6pm | Saturday 8:30 am-1 pm
Closed for lunch 1pm-2pm

502 E. Goode St. | Quitman | 903-763-5788

We love our Bulldogs!

2018 QUITMAN VARSITY FOOTBALL

2018 QUITMAN JUNIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL

The time 
has come

See BULLDOGS, Page 10



Wood County Monitor • Wednesday,  August 29, 2018   9

By LARRY TUCKER
sports@woodcountymonitor.com

Quitman Head Volleyball Coach 
Ashlee Lingo is upbeat about her 
team’s opportunities this season. 
Most coaches would be worried 
about replacing three players who 
were all-region and all-state for the 
past few years, but Lingo is all about 
“reloading” and not “rebuilding.”   

Quitman’s traditionally strong 
volleyball program has groomed 
their younger athletes to be ready 
to step right into varsity positions 
and not miss a beat. Lingo has re-
turning and experienced seniors 
including outside hitt er Madalyn 
Spears, and outstanding defenders 
Abby Dobbs and Emma VanBece-
laere. Juniors Julia Simpkins (right 
side hitt er), Jentri Jackson (hitt er), 
Shelby Hayes add varsity experi-
ence from valuable court time last 
season as sophomores. Junior Madi 
Whitehurst adds strength at the 
middle blocker spot. Big things are 
expected from talented 6 ‘ 3” mid-
dle blocker Ava Burroughs who 
has already showed great promise 

in the early matches.  Newcomers 
Lindsey Hornaday and Lucy Bran-
non are a pair of sophomore talents 
who play at the varsity level.

Once again, Lingo’s squad is in 
the midst of a rugged pre-season 
schedule loaded with quality op-
ponents like Class 5A schools Mt. 
Pleasant, Pine Tree, Whitehouse, 
Lindale and John Tyler as well 
as quality Class 4A schools Car-
thage and Van. The Lady Bulldogs 
showed early promise taking sec-
ond place in the Van Tournament 
where they beat John Tyler, Liber-
ty, Brook Hill JV, Mt. Pleasant and 
Paris before falling in the champi-
onship to Van.

Lingo believes the tough pre-sea-
son slate makes the team ‘grow up’ 
quicker. “We always play a tough 
pre-season schedule. You can’t get 
bett er unless you play good quality 
teams who make you bett er,” Lingo 
noted. “Our girls have done a lot of 
growing up prett y quickly. You can 
step up and continue to improve or 
things can go south fast.”

The Lady Bulldogs compete in 
District 12-3A against Alba-Golden, 

Mineola, Lone Oak, Rains, Edge-
wood and Grand Saline. “It’s going 
to be a competitive seven team dis-
trict so you have to beat three teams 
to get to the playoff s. With seven 
teams you get a couple of byes in 
there which I think helps every-
body,” Lingo explained. “Rains is 
always good and dropping down 
from 4A they are going to be tough. 
I think Edgewood is going to be 
really good. And you know Coach 
Everett  and Alba-Golden will have 
to be reckoned with.” 

Lingo expects a lot from Spears. 
“Madalyn is an all around player. 
She is the ‘it’ factor. She can put the 
ball down from anywhere and he 
defense is incredible. Defense from 
my other two seniors (Dobbs and 
VanBecelaere) will be a key for us 
too,” Lingo off ered. “Lindsey Hor-
naday has surprised me. She has re-
ally stepped up for us so far. Madi 
Whitehurst is doing a good job. She 
missed a year playing volleyball 
but she is catching up fast.”

Lingo feels her team is maturing. 

Denea Hudman, Executive Director
405 E. Libscomb Street • Quitman, TX 75783

903-268-9054-mobile • dhudman@quitmantx.org

We’re building 
our town and 

backing our 
teams ...

Good 
luck  

Dogs!

619 South Main | Quitman, TX 75783 | 903-763-8204

CATERING AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Breakfast 7 AM – 11 AM

Good Luck to all
Bulldog athletes!GO 

BULLDOGS!

Wilson Law Office
108 West Bermuda Street • Quitman, TX 75783

903-763-4130 | bradwilsonlaw.com

Mexican Restaurant
607 South Main Street • Quitman

903-763-5020
Proud supporter

of the
Quitman Bulldogs

Quitman, TX 75783 • 903-492-3555
www.quitmantruevalue.com

BULLDOGS

HELLO, NEIGHBOR!

IS PRAYING FOR YOU!

405 S. Hart St. 
Quitman, TX 75783

BULLDOGS

QUITMAN ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB
LOVES OUR BULLDOGS!

2018 QUITMAN VARSITY VOLLEYBALL

Lady Bulldogs reload for 2018

2018 QUITMAN VARSITY CHEERLEADERS

See QUITMAN, Page 11
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Best of luck on a successful season

Love, Quitman Proud Blue Band Boosters

off ensive line has been 
a bright spot in the early 
practices. “Our off ensive 
line play right now is 
diff erent from last year 
at this time. We have 
some of the same kids as 
last year, but this group 
has really stepped up,” 
Oakes added. “I believe 
it’s the continuation of 
what they learned last 
year and what they have 
been able to retain. We 
can really coach foot-
ball and not just put to-
gether a system we hope 
works. The line knows 
we have the backs who 
can run with the foot-
ball. They know if they 
do their jobs our backs 
will make plays happen. 
Our coaches have done a 
great job gett ing the line-
men ready for batt le.”

Captain and off ensive 
center Justin Blalock an-
chors the line while Da-
vid Tarno, Hunter Gil-
breath, Hunter Huggins 
and Brayden Miller will 
each contribute to the 
running game with their 
upfront blocking.

The Bulldogs re-
turn quarterbacks Josh 
Medlin, Trey Berry and 
Ty Holland who each 

saw time under center 
last year. Senior Medlin 
is a captain and the lead-
er of the off ense. Medlin 
has studied and done his 
homework on the QB 
position. Berry, a junior, 
showed off  his speed 
and tough running skills 
scoring on a pair of long 
runs in the scrimmage 
against Hawkins Aug. 
16. Medlin and Berry 
each brings specifi c skill 
sets to the position.

Sophomore Holland is 
diffi  cult to bring down 
and displays the tough-
ness Oakes is looking for 
in short-yardage situa-
tions. “It has been a big 
help to have Coach Vince 
Rapp coaching the quar-
terbacks,” Oakes noted. 
“We can already see the 
diff erence at the quar-
terback position. It helps 
that our quarterbacks are 
gett ing more individual 
instruction.”

Newcomer and run-
ning back Alex Wilson 
has been impressive in 
the early going. “Wilson 
is a great addition to our 
team. He is a solid run-
ning back and doesn’t 
mind mixing things up 
and fi ghting for those ex-
tra yards you need to get 
that fi rst down to keep a 
drive alive,” Oakes said. 
“We feel like we have a  
lot more weapons this 

year when we line up 
on off ense. If everybody 
will do their job each 
play, we are going to be 
okay and we will put 
points on the scoreboard. 
And don’t forget about 
River Chaney, he brings 
a lot to the backfi eld, be it 
running and/or blocking. 
Bryan Morris has also 
been doing a good job for 
us. We feel like we have 

more depth this year in 
the backfi eld.”

The Bulldogs return 
seven starters on defense 
and still run a basic 4-3 
defense. “Our kids love 
to play defense. We are 
coaching football now. 
Last year we had to teach 
them about the things we 
wanted to do and why we 
do things certain ways,” 
Oakes commented. “This 

year we have been able 
to move on more quickly 
because our kids have re-
tained knowledge from 
last year. We are not hav-
ing to spend too much 
time re-teaching and that 
has helped us move on to 
reaching other goals. It’s 
just a world of diff erence 
from last year to this year 
as far as the learning 
curve for our players.”

What are the goals for 
the program in 2018? “It 
goes beyond winning a 
football game. We have 
goals too. Our goal is to 
win football games and 
make it to the playoff s,” 
Oakes concluded.

Is this the “Year of the 
Bulldogs?” For this team, 
the quest for a new era 
begins at Cumby on Aug. 
31.

Keeping you at the 
top of your game

A painful knee injury or sore joints can stop you in 
your tracks. But with the help of orthopedic surgeons 
Joseph Conflitti, MD, and Scott Devinney, DO, you 
don’t have to be sidelined for long.

Dr. Conflitti and Dr. Devinney – along with their team 
of experienced healthcare professionals at the UT 
Health orthopedic clinic in Quitman – help patients get 
back in the game by offering joint replacement, knee 
and shoulder arthroscopy, sports medicine, fracture 
care and treatments for dislocations and sprains.

To schedule an appointment at the UT Health  
East Texas Physicians orthopedic clinic in Quitman, 
call 903-596-3844.

D. Scott Devinney, DO
Orthopedic Surgeon

Joseph Conflitti, MD 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Dr. Conflitti and Dr. Devinney are 
in-network providers for 

Medicare, Medicaid and most 
insurance plans.

UTHealthEastTexas.com

UT Health East Texas Physicians Quitman, Orthopedic
117 N. Winnsboro St., Quitman, TX 75783

903-596-3844

Quitman Bulldog seniors are (front, left to right) Hugo Ramirez, Sam McCarty, Russell Lile; (back, left to right) Justin Blalock, Gavin Derryberry, 
David Tarno, Josh Medlin, Braden Miller and Trevor Gilbert. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Bulldogs
From page 8

2018 QUITMAN PROUD BLUE BAND

CREDITS: QUITMAN BAND BY ZAK WELLERMAN, ALL OTHER QUITMAN PHOTOS BY LARRY TUCKER
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The Winnsboro Red Raiders 
move to seven team District 8 3A 
DI where they must face Tatum, 
Gladewater, West Rusk, White 
Oak, Sabine and old Wood County 
rival Mineola. The Raiders missed 
out on the playoff s last year with 
the fi nal spot decided on the last 
week of the season.

Coach Steve Pinnell has a career 
record of 127-84 at his alma mater. 
The Raiders are normally a play-
off  fi xture, but must rebuild this 

season against a tough pre-district 
slate and district schedule. The 
Raiders start the season at home 
against a talented Winona squad 
followed by road games at Queen 
City and Pairs Chisum before tak-
ing on Mt. Vernon in the big High-
way 37 grudge match before start-
ing district play at home against 
Gladewater Sept. 28.

Pinnell will look to Landry Dea-
ton who rushed for over 700 yards 
last year to spark the off ense. Dea-
ton will be running behind expe-
rienced off ensive linemen John 
McCurdy, who is 6’4” and 280 

pounds, and Fernando Garcia. The 
Raiders boast six off ensive and 
fi ve defensive starters returning 
to the fold and the four non-dis-
trict games will give the coaching 
staff  time to fi nd out which young 
players will be able to make the 
grade on varsity.

Defensive lineman Ty Simon 
will also use his 6’3” 225 pound 
frame to gain yardage and pro-
vide blocking from the fullback 
position. The Raiders youth will 
get four games to grow into their 
varsity roles when district play be-
gins.

Your Family Bank | Your Business Bank | Your Hometown Bank

417 S. Main
Quitman, TX 75783

903-763-4545

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, TX 75773

903-569-1082

4523 FM 515
Emory, TX  75440

903-474-8044

FNBGILMER.COM
A Branch of First National Bank of Gilmer

Good Luck to all area teams!

602 E. Goode St.
Quitman

903-763-2931
Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Scott’s Quitman Pharmacy
Proud to be your hometown pharmacy

310 E. Goode Street | Quitman, TX 75783

903-763-9600
Lesli Holt, R.Ph.

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:30-6 • Sat. 8:30-12

Good Luck to
all area

athletes on the
upcoming season!

1518 N. St Hwy 37 
Quitman, TX 75783

903-967-7545 
Stephen Dunn-owner

Go Bulldogs! 
KD Tire

and Auto
Repair

Serving
Quitman for over

75 years…..
“Friends Helping Friends”

FALL SPORTS PREVIEW: WINNSBOROFALL SPORTS PREVIEW: WINNSBORO

“We played well in beat-
ing John Tyler and Mt. 
Pleasant. The girls have 
really started to grow up 
in volleyball terms. They 
work really hard and 
they continue to improve 
which is important this 
early in the year,” Lingo 
said.

Lingo schedules a lot 
of road games. “I think 
it is important to play 
on the road. You have to 
grow up fast if you are 
going to be successful,” 
she added.

Lingo likes the spark 
she sees from this year’s 
team. “I really like what 
I see. This group of girls 
has a lot of fi ght in them. 

They really work well to-
gether and they want to 
win. One of their goals 
is to win more than they 
lose in non-district,” Lin-
go said. ‘We have been 
doing a lot more team 
building this year. We 
take some time out in 
practice so we can get to 
know each other bett er.”

Lingo says she doesn’t 
feel like they are rebuild-
ing. “A lot of people think 
we are going through a 
rebuilding year. I told 
this team I think they 
can be bett er than last 
year and I believe it,” 
Lingo continued. “They 
are a good group. They 
work hard and each of 
them deserves their spot 
on the team. We have 30 
girls in our overall pro-
gram and I’m proud of 
that.”

The Lady Bulldogs still 
have the Tyler Invitation-
al and the rugged White 
Oak Tournaments left 
on the schedule. District 
opens with three straight 
road matches begin-

ning at Lone Oak Sept. 
7 followed by contests 
at Grand Saline (Sept. 
11) and Rains (Sept. 14) 
before fi nally gett ing to 
play at home against Al-
ba-Golden (Sept. 18).

Wood County
Automatic Gas

903-763-4000

Proud supporter of all 
area athletes

209 E. Goode St. 
Quitman, TX 75783

Propane

2018 WINNSBORO VARSITY FOOTBALL

Red Raiders looking to rebuild

2018 WINNSBORO VARSITY CHEERLEADERS

Quitman
From page 9

CREDITS: WINNSBORO FOOTBALL & CHEER
PHOTOS COURTESY THE WINNSBORO NEWS
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whataburger®

Open 24 Hours

Proud Supporter of School Athletics!

®®®

BULLARD, TX  
651 SOUTH DR M ROPER PKWY • 903-954-2900 

CHANDLER, TX  
103 HWY 31 WEST • 903-849-3021 

HENDERSON, TX  
630 HWY 79 N  • 03-657-8538 

KILGORE, TX  
108 N HENDERSON BLVD  • 903-984-1324

6241 OLD HWY 135 N  • 903-983-2800 

LINDALE, TX  
311 SOUTH MAIN ST • 903-881-5120

MINEOLA, TX  
2200 N PACIFIC ST • 903-638-8520

TYLER, TX
1739 S BECKHAM AVE • 903-593-8081  
1919 W GENTRY PKWY • 903-592-7354  

1717 SSE LOOP 323 • 903-595-2221 
345 SSW LOOP 323 • 903--533-0693 
6849 S BROADWAY • 903-939-9963 
6288 BUS HWY 271 • 903-526-0490 
12405 HWY 155 S • 903-534-0625  

5003 TROUP HWY •  903-266-9168  
5916 OLD JACKSONVLLE HWY • 903-630-6394

CROSSROADS
GENERAL STORE

Hwy 154 & FM 515 | 903-383-2750
4634 W. Hwy 154 • Yantis, TX 75479

• Groceries
• Texas Lottery
• Fishing &
   Hunting Licenses
• Bait & tackle
• Gas • Diesel

Best of Luck to
all area athletes!

110 S. Main, Yantis 
903-383-2400

Hours: Lobby and Drive Thru
Monday - Friday • 8:30 - 4:00

FALL SPORTS PREVIEW:  YANTIS VOLLEYBALLFALL SPORTS PREVIEW:  YANTIS VOLLEYBALL

REMODEL   NEW CONSTRUCTION   ADD ON
Built to Suit  Custom Design  Superior Quality

Call today for your free Consultation

mandmconstruction@aol.com

Follow all the scores each week 
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