The magic of fall sports

in East Texas combines the
community-wide investment in
football, the competitive spirit
of volleyball and the fierce
performance of cross country
runners. It is a perfect storm
of sports that carries us out of
the August heat, through the
cool morning air of fall, to the
doorstep of winter.
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Whether it’s a good hay
season or not, fall sports
reassure us. There is
something wholesome about
putting on a long-sleeved shirt
to work outside, and being
glad that you did. As the air
begins to cool, the colors
seem to have more definition,
the day more meaning, as we
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all count down to the next big
local match-up.

The affinity of our communities
for high school athletics is
hard to define. Maybe it is a
constant reminder for us all
of when we were young and
at the peak of our physical
prowess. Maybe it is our
understanding that team
achievement is hard to come
by in adult life, and we yearn
for that team success in our
lives.

While those reasons are
logical, they are not the
whole answer. The reason
we have such a connection
with our local sports is, in my
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opinion, joy. The sheer joy
that watching and cheering
and supporting young people
we know is a most powerful
emotion.

The happiness we feel when
we can see the satisfaction on
young athletes’ faces and the
emotional investment we make
when we support them, is
powerful stuff. It is akin to the
emotions we generally reserve
for only our families. And it is
good.

So, come on cool air...
let’s get the fall sports rolling!

-John Arbter
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‘Accountability’ will be key for Panthers

By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Panthers of Al-
ba-Golden are poised for
what they hope will be an
excellent season this fall.

Drew Webster has taken
over as head coach after two
years as offensive coordina-
tor. The new watchword in
the fieldhouse is account-
ability. “The kids have re-
ally bought in to our pro-
gram,” stated Webster. He
noted the sense of pride his
athletes have in how they
play the game.

The Panthers will be run-
ning their Fly-T offense for
the third year, and they ex-
pect great success in grind-
ing down opposing defens-
es. With the large number
of returning starters (10 of
11 on offense and 9 of 11
on defense), the Panthers
expect to capitalize on that
experience.

The one non-returning of-
fensive starter is expected to
be sophomore quarterback
Blake Weissert. Webster
noted how well his skills
will fit into the offense and
is anxious to watch him
lead a veteran squad.

Webster’s coaching lin-
eage includes stints at
James Bowie, Pittsburg, and
Jefferson. A product of fine
programs at Mount Pleas-
ant High School, Webster
attended Southern Arkan-
sas State in Magnolia, Ark.
on a baseball scholarship.
While in Magnolia he met
and subsequently married
the other half of the coach-
ing family, his wife Jamie,
who is Alba-Golden’s head
volleyball coach.

Now entering his third
year with the Panthers,

Webster knows his athletes
and they know him. Ex-
pectations are high and the
Panthers can make an im-
pact in the wide-open Dis-
trict 10-3A.

Webster has several tal-
ented players returning this
season who gained valuable
experience as underclass-
men last year. Speedy senior
Jon Michael Chadwick has
4.6 speed and a solid 6-1,
180 pound frame to work
with. Chadwick rushed for
813 yards on just 54 carries
in nine games for over an 11
yard per carry average.

Junior Boedie Baker is
the “between the tackles”

ALBA GOLDEN PANTHERS
2019 Varsity Football Schedule

Date Opponent Time Location
Fri Augl6 Tyler All-Saints (scrim) 6:00 Home
Thurs Aug?22 Kemp (scrim) 6:00 Away
Fri Aug30 Hawkins 7:30 Away
Fri Sept 6 Big Sandy 7:30 Away
Fri Sept 13 Honey Grove (Homecoming)  7:30 Home
Fri Sept 20 OPEN
Fri Sept 27 *HARMONY 7:30 Home
Fri Oct4 *WINONA 7:30 Away
Fri Oct11 * ARP 7:30 Home
Fri Oct18 * GRAND SALINE 7:30 Away
Fri Oct 25 * TROUP 7:30 Home
Fri Novl1l *QUITMAN 7:30 Away
Fri Nov8 * FRANKSTON (Senior Night) 7:30 Home
Junior Varsity Schedule
Date  Opponent Time Location
Fri Aug16 Tyler All-Saints (scrim) 5:00 Home
Thurs Aug 22 Kemp (scrim) 5:00 Away
Thurs Aug 29 Hawkins 5:00 Home
Thurs Sept 5 Big Sandy 5:00 Home
Thurs Sept 12 Honey Grove 7:00 Away
Thurs Sept 19 OPEN
Thurs Sept 26 *HARMONY 7:00 Away
Thurs Oct 3 *WINONA 7:00 Home
Thurs Oct 10 * ARP 7:00 Away
Thurs Oct 17 * GRAND SALINE 7:00 Home
Thurs Oct 24 * TROUP 7:00 Away
Thurs Oct 31 *QUITMAN 7:00 Home
Thurs Nov 7 *FRANKSTON 7:00 Away

Lady Panthers volleyball roster

Kayli Covey
Kalli Wright
Bralee Littlejohn
Hope Wiley
Abby Hallman
Laynie Culp
Kaylee Anglin
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12 Crimson Bryant

13 Cacie Lennon

14 Kylie Kennedy

22 Madi Bryant

23 Autumn Whitten

24 Ann Marie Pendergrass

WE PROUDLY,SUPPORT
ALL'AREA TEAMS!
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The 20]9 Albu Golden Punthers varsity football team

ball carrier who gains the
tough yardage near the first
down marker and the end
zone. Baker rushed for 492
yards on 54 carries averag-
ing over nine yards per car-
ry. Fullback Austin Hartley
is a solid running back and
blocker along with being a
top defender. Sophomore
Ryan Jackson is a force on
the offensive and defensive
line while Jacob Dailey at
6-1 and 235 pounds opens

By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

“I'm  expecting  good
things,” said Alba-Gold-
en Panther volleyball head
coach Jamie Webster.

In her inaugural season
with the Lady Panthers,
Webster is excited at what
the season holds. “This
group of girls already have
a great knowledge of the
game and have been suc-
cessful already,” she com-
mented.

Webster is transitioning
from the Alba-Golden cross
country coach to volleyball,
replacing longtime volley-
ball coach TaShara Everett.

CENTURY 21

Lake Country

Cell: 903-763-2216
Office: 903-763-2216
Fax: 903-763-4487

brenda.stone@century21.com

www.c21lakecountryrealty.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

big holes to give the backs
running room.

“It is a very well-coached
district,” Webster stated. He
described the specific tal-
ents and strengths of each
district competitor. Every
bit of Webster’s significant
experience in East Texas
football will be needed to
overcome the challenges
posed by traditional foot-
ball powerhouses in the dis-
trict.

As they open the season,
Alba-Golden will be count-
ing on their renewed sense
of accountability and a sys-
tem that seeks to break an
opponent’s will. Webster
has empowered his charges
to set team goals and to el-
evate performance through
structured peer reviews.

Regarding what can be ex-
pected this season, Webster
commented, “We will be
retaining the 3-4 defensive

set, and we have the players
to set the edge.” He contin-
ued, “Our offense only has
four base plays, but we will
operate at a very high tem-
po. The system suits our
players and we love it.”

Panther stadium, with
seating only on the west
side, makes for a unique
and entertaining venue on
a Friday night. It will sure-
ly be the site of some classic
battles this fall.

The 2019 Alba- Golden Ludy Panther varsity voIIeybuII team

Lady Panthers look to bring ‘heart and passion” to each match

Everett will be taking over
the reins of the Mineola
high school volleyball team.

The new Lady Panther
coach enthusiastically talks
with high regard of the
players returning to the
squad and the underclass-
men who will be joining
this season.

“We are going to be just
fine,” Webster explained,
“as long as we can bring
the heart and the passion to
each game.”

As her husband, Al-
ba-Golden head football
coach Drew Webster, ob-
served, it is heart and pas-
sion that set Jamie Webster
apart as an athlete and com-
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petitor.

She was a gifted athlete
and attended college on
a softball scholarship as a
catcher. A native of Atlanta,
Texas, she finished her col-
legiate career at Stephen F.
Austin University and has
been part of a coaching duo
ever since.

Her passion for volleyball
is evident.

“It’s the perfect game and
my favorite sport,” she stat-
ed. “The game is exhausting
but the winning of a point
or a game or a match gives
you a surge of energy.” She
described how the present
version of the game, with
the best of five game match-
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es and rally scoring, has
made fatigue management
a huge challenge.

“If you aren’t sweating,
you aren’t playing hard
enough,” stated Webster.

Alba-Golden is taking
advantage of the new UIL
rule allowing two hours per
week of sport specific vol-
untary training during the
summer. With the volley-
ball season starting the first
week of August, the extra
time is being put to good
use.

Webster summed up her
philosophy on the coming
season: “We will give every-
thing we have and have fun
doing it.”
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The 2019 Alba-Golden Panthers varsity cheerleaders
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The 2019 Mineola Yellowjackets varsity cheerleaders

2019 Mineola Cross Country
Middle/High School Schedule

Sat Aug. 17| YellowJacket Twilight HS Only |Longview, TX TBA
Sat. Aug. 24 |Tiger Invitational HS Only |Commerce, TX TBA
Fri. Aug. 30 |[Mineola Invitational HS Only [Mineola, TX TBA
Sat. Sept. 7 |Red Raider XC Meet MS/HS UT Tyler Campus TBA
Sat. Sept. 14 |Hallsville XC Meet MS Only [Hallsville, TX TBA
Sat. Sept. 14 |UTA Regionals Preivew Meet |HS Only |Dallas, TX TBA
Sat. Sept. 21 |Run w/the Eagles MS/HS Canton, TX TBA
Sat. Sept. 28 |Buckeye Invitational MS/HS Gilmer, TX TBA
Thurs. Oct. 3 |Ken Gaston Invitational HS Only |Grand Praire, TX TBA
Sat. Oct. 12 |District CC Meet MS/HS Mineola Middle School TBA
Sat Oct. 19  |4th Annual Pancake Breakfast |MS/HS FBC Mineola TBA
Mon. Oct. 28 |Regionals-Lynn Creek Park  |HS Only |Jesse Owens Memorial Complex TBA
Sat. Nov. 9 |State Meet HS Only |Old Settler's Park TBA

Stop in before and after the

game for the best

Treats & Eats in Quitman!

Go Bulldogs!

AlLDQ and Orange Julius trademarks owned or Licensed by Am. D.Q. Corp. © 2017.
ALLTDQOC trademarks owned by Texas Dairy Queen Operators' Council Corp. © 2017.
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UPCOMING SEASON!'
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310 E. Goode Street | Quitman, TX 75783
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Closed for lunch 1pm-2pm
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Panthers hoping to field
full squads in cross country

By JOHN ARBTER objective of cross country is
woodctystringer@gmail.com to place your best five fin-
ishers ahead of your oppo-
“We are going to need a nents’ best five.
bigger bus.” The typical course is five
This phrase is the 2019 kilometers and runners at
motto for the Alba-Gold- times must cross challeng-
en Panthers cross country ing terrain. The season fea-
team. Coming off a success- tures six meets, usually held
ful 2018 season, the harriers on Saturdays, including the
went on a recruiting push at ~ district meet.
Alba-Golden schools, and  Coach Corey Hass will be
full boys and girls teams are leading the Panthers this
expected to compete this fall. The increased interest
fall. in cross country portends
Seven runners compose well for the Panthers to
a full cross country team. build on the successes of
Although meets have in- 2018.
dividual race winners, the

Alba-Golden cross country schedule

Sep. 14 Grace Cougars Invitational-South Side Baptist Church
Sep. 21 Running Eagles Meet-First Monday Trade Days, Canton
Sep. 28 Gilmer Cross Country Meet

Oct. 12 District Meet @Mineola

Alba-Golden Lady Panthers
2019 Volleyball Schedule

Date Opponent Location  Time Teams
Thurs & Sat Aug. 29 & 31 Wills Point Tourn. Wills Point TBD JV

Thurs-Sat Aug.29-31  Brownsboro Tourn. Brownsboro TBD V

Tuesday Sept. 3 Winona Winona 430 JV,V
Friday Sept. 6 Hawkins Hawkins 4:30 V,JV
Tuesday Sept. 10 Open 4:30 JV,V
Friday Sept. 13 Edgewood * Alba-Golden 4:00 V ONLY
Tuesday Sept. 17 Mineola * Mineola 5:00 JV,V
Friday Sept. 20 Brownsboro Alba-Golden 4:30 JV,V
Tuesday Sept. 24 Quitman * Alba-Golden 5:00 JV,V
Friday Sept. 27 Lone Oak * Alba-Golden 4:30 V,]JV
Tuesday Oct. 1 Grand Saline * Grand Saline 5:00 JV,V
Friday Oct. 4 Rains * Rains 430 V,JV
Tuesday Oct. 8 Edgewood* Edgewood 5:00 ]JV,V
Friday Oct. 11 Mineola * Alba-Golden 4:30 V,]JV
Tuesday Oct. 15 BYE
Friday Oct. 18 Quitman * Quitman 4:30 V,JV
Tuesday Oct. 22 Lone Oak * Lone Oak  5:00 JV,V
Friday Oct. 25 Grand Saline* Alba-Golden 4:30 V,]JV
Tuesday Oct. 29 Rains** Alba-Golden 5:00 JV,V

District *  Senior Night **
Athletic Director: Drew Webster

The Mineola Lady Yellowjackets volleyball squad during recent tournament
play.

Thanks to our sponsors
for the annual
Fall Sports Preview

CROSSROADS
GENERAL STORE

Hwy 154 & FM 515 | 903-383-2750
4634 W. Hwy 154 « Yantis, TX 75479

Best Of Luck To All Area Athletes!

o « Groceries ﬂ
« Texas Lottery P

« Fishing & Hunting Laf

Licenses
« Bait & Tackle &

¢ Gas ¢ Diesel

é&% DISCOUNT

BUILDING
SSAT.ES MATERIALSlxzzs

4 602 E. Goode St.
) Quitman g

903-763-2931

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

We proudly support all
Wood County teams!
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By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

“Iron sharpens iron, and
one man sharpens another”
— Proverbs 27:17. Such will
be the basis of the Mineola
Yellowjackets fall football
campaign. According to
Mineola head coach Luke
Blackwell, the verse accu-
rately reflects the team’s
efforts to challenge one an-
other and improve every
day.

With a wide open Dis-
trict 8-3A, the Yellowjack-
ets will face a battle every
week. Blackwell described
Gladewater and Tatum as
having plenty of return-
ing starters from their out-
standing teams a year ago.
West Rusk, White Oak

and Winnsboro are always
tough challenges, while
Sabine “is likely the most
improved program in East
Texas.”

Yellowjackets fans can ex-
pect to see the familiar one
back set in 2019 “with a few
new wrinkles,” said Black-
well. Just as in 2018, Mine-
ola will fight to the very last
whistle. Blackwell reflected
on the physical and mental
toughness featured in the
2018 squad, which was ex-
emplified in the overtime
victory at White Oak. He re-
marked, “There was every
opportunity for the team
to quit — away game, mon-
soon conditions, swamp-
like field — but they did not.
It was one of my proudest
moments of the year.”

P A
e X

TR Jl.Ef'E'h &

"l CK [75 |

E

1 1 |.E,'f' !:T

i~ +‘=i'h.n='='

m:x:“ r 4.1.1:1'.!:1; i

& MSE

The 20] Mineola Yellowjackets varsity foothall tem

Yellowjackets look to bring never-give-up attitude to new season

The team will need to
call on that program defin-
ing win and more in 2019.
Although  Mineola lost
only seven seniors from a
year ago, the departures
included three offensive
line starters and standout
quarterback Shaw Franklin.
Blackwell  acknowledged
the gaps to be filled but de-
scribed how each year ath-
letes — some unforeseen —
emerge as leaders. It is what
makes high school football
great.

Blackwell does have one
of East Texas’ top running
backs and defenders in ju-
nior Treyvion Sneed. Sneed
is a bonafide Division I
talent. Sneed, at 6-1, 210
pounds has been a starter
since his freshman year. He

rushed for 1,613 yards on
219 carries which is an av-
erage of 7.4 yards per carry
and 16 rushing touchdowns
in 10 games last year. Sneed
also had a great defensive
year with 82 tackles (20
tackles for losses) and six
quarterback sacks. Soph-
omore Montrell Williams
will add to the ‘Jackets run-
ning game.

Another Yellowjacket who
has drawn college scout
attention is 6-3, 285 pound
Jackson Anderson who
plays on both sides of the
pigskin. Joining Anderson
in the trenches will be 260
pound Zane Bedford. Stel-
lar defensive back and wide
receiver Cole Castleberry
also returns for Mineola as
does sure-handed tight end

\ JACKETS. 4
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Wylie Franks who will be at
linebacker on the defensive
side of the ball.

The Yellowjackets will
be tested early. Following
scrimmages at Malakoff
and Caddo Mills, Mineo-
la opens Aug. 30 at Wills
Point. They then travel to
Canton on Sept. 6 and host
Farmersville on Sept. 13. A
matchup in Big Sandy on
Sept. 20 finishes non-district
play.

As Blackwell looked for-
ward to the first August
workouts, he reflected on
the excitement surrounding
the season.

“We want that thrill of
getting going, to get to work
and see what we have,” he
stated. The real excitement,
he explained, is to identify
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those new leaders and the
kids who will step up. “We
will adapt and adjust our
program based on the new
team of young men.”

Challenges no doubt will
abound in the 2019 gridiron
season. There will also be
constants: playing through
the whistle, mental and
physical toughness, and a
commitment to become bet-
ter young men. These are
the constants of the Mineola
football program.

If the ‘Jackets can survive
rugged District 8-3A and
a pre-season slate, which
includes three Class 4A
schools, and can stay away
from injuries, they will be
poised to make a deep play-
off run.

Veteran coach ready to lead Lady Jackets volleyball squad

By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

A familiar face will be
leading the Lady Jackets
this fall. After 13 seasons
with the Alba-Golden Lady
Panthers, Coach TaShara
Everett has taken over the
reins of Mineola volleyball.

“Energy, energy, ener-
gy,” the 1995 Mineola High
School graduate says as she
sums up her perspective on
volleyball. She explained
that the speed of the game
has increased significantly
since her playing days. Be-
ing able to control the match
means being able to control
the tempo. “You may not
need to, but you must be
able to outpace your oppo-
nent in order to control the
tempo,” she explained.

A local legend in volley-
ball circles, Everett expects
to emphasize excitement,
positive energy and hones-
ty within the program. She
described a program full of
young, athletic players. Over
20 athletes will return this
year, with 10 returning to
the varsity squad. Mineola
will field varsity, junior var-
sity and ninth-grade teams.

Many of Everett's tech-

niques can be traced to
her two mentors: Brenda
Davidson, her high school
coach, and Elissia Burwell,
one of Everett's collegiate
coaches.

“They taught me to be
tough and to be on time,”
Everett affirmed. She con-

The 2019 Mmeolu YeIIowmckeIs varsﬂy volleyball team

tinues to benefit from the
wisdom of others. “A great
coach never stops learn-
ing,” she commented. Ev-
erett explained how she
has learned much from for-
mer UT standout Destinee
Hooker and Penn State vol-
leyball coach Russ Rose.

The Lady Jackets will par-
ticipate in the Van tourna-
ment, the Tyler invitational,
and a new event for them at
the East Texas Baptist Uni-
versity tourney in Marshall.
The preps will be needed as
the competition in District
12-3A remains steep. “You

Tte Meneola
Flower Stosp

www.mineol a ﬂ owers.com

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE MINEOLA YELLOWJACKETS

Omdm%om @ \N?
2019-2020 Season

Check out our Facebook page for samples'
Mon-Fri: 8:30 am - 5 pm « Sat: 9 am - 2 pm
Phone: Local (903) 569-0202 Toll Free: (800) 733-5931

114 W. Broad St. - Mineola
Linda Vandagriff, Owner

n Mineola Flower & Gift Shop

of the

Peralta’s

Mexican Reetaurant
607 CQouth Main Ctreet ¢ Quitman

903-763-5020

Proud supporter /“

Quitman Bulldogs l nE

\

125 E. Broad
Mineola, TX 75773

Kelly Williams, R. Ph.

OPEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY

SATURDAY 8:00AM-2:00PM
SuNDAY: CLOSED

OFFERING FREE IN-TOWN DELIVERIES

8:00AM-6:00PM

Ph. (903) 569-3882
Fax (903) 569-3868

Jhuelalue

Quitman True Value®

1032 E. Goode Street « (Highway 154 S.)

Quitman, TX 75783 « 903-492-3555
www.quitmantruevalue.com

have to bring your A-plus
game every Tuesday and
every Friday in this dis-
trict,” she stated.

Reflecting on the game,
Everett explained how all
six players must work as
a unit. It requires a lot of
team-building. Everett de-

scribed some of the cooper-
ative drills she uses to build
team skills.

“We do cooperative and
competitive drills,” she stat-
ed. That sense of team will
be tested as the Jackets com-
pete for volleyball domi-
nance in 12-3A.

2019 Lady Jackets Varsity
Volleyball Roster

1. Josye Simms

2. Meghan Brewington
3. Mylee Fischer

4. Tahjae Black

5. Kelsey Brewington
6. Jessiah Riley

7. Valerie Garcia

8. Sabria Dean

9. Cyndi Butler

10. Brittany Pickle
12. Tiara Stephens
13. Kaitlyn Pickle
14. Kaitlyn Burrel
15. Alyssa Cannon

Let’s go J ackets

@Jh.uﬂﬂ 201011 R

ncle Bub bas
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The 2019 Mineola Yellowjackets marching band

MHS cross country teams look fo build on last year’s success

By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

Mineola 2019 cross coun-
try team captains David
Amador and Alyssa Lank-
ford are poised to lead their
respective teams to state in
2019.

The 2018 girls cross coun-
try team was the first in
school history to have qual-
ified for state.

Six of seven varsity run-
ners are returning. The boys
team put in a stellar show-
ing at regionals, finishing
second.

Mineola has long hosted
the district meet at the end
of the season, but this year
the school will also host
a Mineola Invitational on
Aug. 30.

The state of cross coun-
try at Mineola is healthy.

The 2019 Mineola Yellowjackets varsity cross country team Fourth-year coach David
Smith expects to have 30

Mineola Lady Jacket Yellow Jacket Football e » e pown

varsity.
2019 Volleyball Schedule DATE  OPPONENT STE TME "Mttt
Aug. 16 Malakoff Away  TBA Mmeql?( e;state 1/( II YQ‘ﬁ
DATE OPPONENT SITE ORDER  TIME Aug.23  CaddoMills Away TBA make youa rumner”
August 27 Brookhill Mineola V,JV,9 5:00 Aug.30  WillsPoint ~ Away 730 A A native of Atlanta, Texas,
August 30 &31 ETBU /Marshal Tourn.  Marshall TBA Sept. 6 Canton ~  Away  7:30 Smith is exactly where he
. Sept.13  Farmersville* Home  7:30 R wants to be.
September 3 Tyler Grace Mineola 9JV,vV 5:00 Sept. 20 BigSandy ~ Away  7:30 an;’lRIugrr;ingoiii ;nz, }}::tssliozﬁl
September 6 Canton Canton V,JV,9 4:30 Sept. 27 West Rusk ~ Home  7:30 S ways wanted to do,” he re-
September 7 Quitman Tournament  Quitman 9/JV TBA Oct. 4 Bye 7:30 marked. He explained the
b Oct. 11 Gladewater =~ Away  7:30 I lure of cross country run-
September 10 OPEN Oct.18 ~ WhiteOak  Home  7:30 ning as being a battle within
September 13 OPEN Oct. 25 Sabine Away  7:30 T oneself. As he put it, “Can
) ) o ' you beat the person you see
Sept. 17 Alba Golden Mineola 9JV,V 4:30 Nov. 1 Tatum Home  7:30 Y in the mirror?”
Sept. 20 Grand Saline Grand Saline V,JV,9 4:30 Nov. 8 Winnsboro  Away  7:30 tyThedenthusiasnfl,h'ma’curi.
. and success of his cross
p Sept. 24 Lone Oak Mineola 9JV,V 4:30 Date Opponent Site Time | country runners impresses
< Sept. 27 Rains Mineola V,]V,g 4:00 Aug. 29 Wills Point Home 6:00 U him every day and has _led
. . to a number of team-build-
: October 1 Quitman Quitman 9JV,V 4:30 Sept. 5 Canton Home  6:00 'Tl ing events throughout the
— October 4 Edgewood Edgewood V,JV,9 4:30 Sept. 12 Farmersville ~ Away  6:00 O se?;on. hiehlicht of thi
. e 1 1 (©) 1S
(U October 8 BYE Sept. 19 BigSandy ~ Home 6:00 p team-builc%ingg will be the
o Oct.11 Alba Golden Alba Golden V,JV,9 4:30 Sept. 26 West Rusk ~ Away  6:00 ?m:i{lta}l Pan}clalﬁ liregkéaSt,tﬁ
(|7> Oct. 15 Grand Saline Mineola 9JV,V 4:30 Oct. 3 Bye 6:00 X Sr;ishlf(:};rh; sared Wi
5 Oct. 18 Lone Oak Lone Oak V,JV,9 4:30 gd' 10 Gle;dewgtir Home  6:00 R t Igasedt }?n the hig}tlhexpec-
. . ct. 17 White Oa Awa 6:00 ations this season, the pan-
Oct. 22 Rains Rains 9JV,V 4:30 . y ' S cake breakfast will be just
. . Oct. 24 Sabine Home  6:00 |
Oct. 25 Quitman Mineola V,JV,9 4:30 one of many team celebra-
) ' . Oct. 31 Tatum Away  6:00 T tions in 2019.
Oct. 29 Edgewood (senior night) Mineola 9JV,V 4:30 Nov. 7 Winnsboro  Home 6:00 Y

&

Goob Luck, STAY SAFE!
| HAVE A GREAT SEASON!
To all the area "@uuh @DIIIIQ?

Quitman, TX  903-920-4882

Veteran & Senior Citizen Discount
& facebook.com/Rocket TowingRecovery b 4 teams from all

rockettowingandrecovery@gmail.com = of us here at the... M ONI I O R
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Quitman Bulldogs’ goal for 2019 season is playotfs

By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

Step into the field house at
Quitman High School and
ask “What is the objective
this year?” You will receive
a quick answer. “Playoffs,
pure and simple,” replies
third-year head coach Bry-
an Oakes.

Playoffs for the Bulldogs
means finishing among the
top four spots in District 10-
3A. Although it may seem
a bridge too far, it is not.
Aside from the pre-season
favorite Harmony Eagles,
the district is wide open.
Still, finishing among the
top four teams is no doubt a
tall order. After a bye, Quit-
man will face Arp, Grand
Saline, Troup, Harmony,
Frankston,  Alba-Golden
and Winona in consecutive
weeks.

The Bulldogs have a host
of returning lettermen, most
of whom have played var-
sity since their sophomore
season. The team has the
benefit of three years in a
set program with expecta-
tions and accountability.
Most importantly, players
are being honed to seek out
challenges, commit to the
required effort, and prevail.

“We need to do three
things to make the playoffs
this year: execute, com-
mit, and have fun doing
it,” stated Oakes. He de-
scribed a team on the brink
of controlling its own desti-
ny. Paraphrasing UT head
coach Tom Herman, Oakes
commented, “We are rap-
idly moving from a coach-
led to a player-led football
team.”

The 2019 Bulldogs will
feature a spread-formation
running attack and a tra-
ditional 4-3 defense. What
may well distinguish this
year’s squad is the acknowl-

[ady Bu
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By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

The last six years of Quit-
man volleyball, under the
leadership of head coach
Ashlee Lingo, have yielded
three district titles and five
trips to the playoffs. “Every-
one comes back to success,”
she explained when con-
templating the program’s
record.

Lingo comes from a long
line of teachers and coaches.
The Quitman home games
are played in the gymna-
sium honoring her late
grandfather and communi-
ty stalwart, Delbert Ballard.
Teaching and coaching runs
throughout the last three
generations of her family.

Returning home after her

dogs p
er run
| playo
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! DUITMAN

edgement that although
demand for success is high,
the investment made in the
program will lead to suc-
cess.

Last year’s leading rush-
er and quarterback Trey
Barry returns for his senior
year as a Bulldog. Berry is
backed up by starting wide
receiver Ty Holland. Both
young men also see start-
ing playing time in the de-
fensive secondary. Holland
has developed a reputation
as a hard-nose defender
who demolish receivers and
running backs who come
in his territory. Elisio Tur-
cois came on strong in the
final part of the season after

Tmec
In sta

1S

collegiate studies at TAMU,
circumstances led to even-
tually coming to lead the
Lady Bulldogs. “There are
familial reasons that God
brought me back to Quit-
man,” she admitted.

Under her leadership the
program has flourished.
Quitman expects to field
three full volleyball squads
again this year: varsity,
junior varsity and ninth-
grade.

Lingo played on three
Quitman volleyball teams
that made it to the state
tournament in 2003-2005.
She brings a unique connec-
tion to bear when address-
ing the athletes, the pro-
gram, the community and
the school.

The 2019 squad will be

(}l
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The 2019 Quitman Bulldogs varsity foothall team

being inserted in the back-
field. Although not large in
stature, Turcois packs a wal-
lop from his linebacker slot
on defense.

Barry had a highlight
game in the season final,
a close loss to Frankston.
The speedy back rolled to
over 330 rushing yards in
that game alone and end-
ed the season with over
1,100 rushing yards and
600 yards through the air.
Hard-running Brian Morris
joins a stable of solid run-
ning backs for Quitman.

Senior tackle Hunter Gil-
breath also returns. The
rugged lineman has been
starting on varsity since his

sophomore year. He is just
one of the three “Hunters”
on the Quitman line. Hunt-
er Batchelder and Hunt-
er Huggins join Gilbreath
along with junior Chris-
tian James and the line has
shown early promise they
will be able to open plenty
of running lanes for Bulldog
runners.

Rylie Flanagan, at wide
receiver, has shown speed
and a talent for getting be-
hind defensive backs. Fla-
nagan is also one of those
two-way starters for the
Bulldogs. Rugged Luke
Pruden plays tough defense
and is a gifted blocker on
offense. Senior Dylan Coe

is one of Berry’s receiving
targets and is a top defend-
er who had 65 tackles and
three interceptions in 2018.

Oakes, who has a long
coaching history in East and
North Texas, brings his pas-
sion for the game of foot-
ball every day. “I am pas-
sionate about this game for
what it has done in my life
and what it can do for the
lives of these young kids,”
he stated. A native of Lone
Oak, he left a successful
building business to return
to coaching. As he explains,
“I wasn’t changing people’s
lives.”

With the guidance of his
mentor, Coach Jeff Smith,

U“ITHJH l o

Oakes returned to football.
“God leads you where you
need to be,” he explained.
Oakes feels he is exactly
where he needs to be as the
2019 campaign draws near.

He’s here to teach foot-
ball, build character, and
restore pride in a program
that’s emerging from the
doldrums. “What we do,”
he explained, “is bigger
than football, it is building
young men. We must forev-
er be mindful of that huge
responsibility.”

Oakes hopes to be teach-
ing the lessons associated
with success to his Bulldog
team this fall.

challenged early with par-
ticipation in tournaments
at Princeton, Wills Point
and Tyler. The Tyler tour-
ney has been a regular stop
however the Princeton and
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Insurance
ﬁg‘ent

The Trusted Cholos™

INSURANCE

WATKINS

GROUP

SERVING TEXANS SINCE 1949

For 70 years, Watkins Insurance
Group has been committed

to serving the people of East
Texas for all their insurance
needs. Whether its home, auto,
boat, RV, life, health, business
or anything else, we’ve been
here to cover it. With a staff of
more than 20 licensed agents,
with their multiple designations
and a combined 150 years of
experience, there will always be
someone to help you when you

need it most.

MINEOLA
203-569-5115

www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com
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The 2019 Quitman Bulldogs varsity volleyball team

Wills Point tourneys were
added this year to expand
the competition.

The Lady Bulldogs will
need all the early work they
can get. The volleyball tal-

ent in district 12-3A is top-
notch.

Volleyball ~ powerhouse
Rains and recent champi-
on Edgewood may pop to
mind, but Lingo explains

BULLD | GS

QUITMAN ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB
LOVES OUR BULLDOGS!

that each of the district
schools is competitive, well-
coached and hunger.

“I love wvolleyball be-
cause it is the truest of team
sports,” Lingo stated. She
continued, “Once the five
basic skills of volleyball are
mastered, the possibilities
within the game are end-
less.”

Returning five seniors and
stand-out Ava Burroughs,
the Lady Bulldogs will be
primed for a 2019 playoff
run.

Quitman Lady
Bulldogs Volleyhall
Roster

Brooklyn Marcee
Jentri Jackson
Julia Simpkins
Alexis O'Neal
Carley Spears
Savannah Breding
Shelby Hayes

10 Lexie Wilson

12 Maddy Whitehurst
13 Lucy Brannon

14 Ava Burroughs

15 Halie Davis
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Quitman cross-country runners plan to improve on success of last season

By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Quitman Bulldogs
cross country teams will be
looking to exceed the fine
accomplishments of last
season. The boys secured
the district championship,
while the girls missed out of
regional competition by the
narrowest of margins.

The boys cross country
team finished 9th out of 24
teams at the regional meet
in 2018. With all but one
of their runners returning
in 2019, the Bulldogs have
high expectations for the
season.

Coaches Jim Reid and
Michael Scott, now in their
3rd and 4th years respec-
tively, lead the boys and
girls squads. Both leaders
are impressed by the char-
acteristics of their athletes.
“One of the most impres-

sive things about these
young athletes is the level of
competitiveness they pos-
sess,” explained Reid. Scott
agreed, “To be successful in
cross country, the kids must
have ambition at heart.”

The 2019 Quitman Bulldogs varsity boys cross country team

The number of multi-sport
athletes competing for Quit-
man indicates a thriving en-
vironment of competitive-
ness and ambition.

“Our numbers are up
and we are truly excited

The 2019 Quitman Bulldogs varsity cheerleaders
Quitman Bulldogs Cross Country Schedule

Aug. 24 @ Union Grove ALLIBULLDOG

Aug. 30 @ Mineola

Sep. 7 Boys @ Tyler Lee mm

Sep. 14 Girls @ Jesse Owens Complex, Dallas

Sep. 19 Quitman Invitational SMOKEHOUS

Oct. 3 Boys @ Lindale %c E

Oct. 4 Girls @ Saltillo STEAK PIT CATERING

Oct. 12 District Meet @ Mineola CatrisH BUurGERs  AVAILABLE

Oct. 28 Regionals @ Jesse Owens Complex, Dallas 619 South Main | Quitman, TX 75783 | 903-763-8204

Nov. 9 State Meet @ Round Rock reddomesmokehouse.com
BUILDING JOUNS  weye gor your TIRE"

PANTHER PRIDE!

GO TEAMS!

BUILDING SUPPLY

Stephen Margos

P.O. Box 280 - Alba, TX 75410
Phone: 903-765-2772 Fax: 903-765-9045

BAPTIST
CHURCH.

IS PRAYING FOR YOU!

about what the year will
hold,” stated Scott. A half
dozen meets will prepare
the teams for the Saturday,
October 12 district meet in
Mineola.

With the practice season

that opened Aug. 5 and
daily work-outs often com-
mencing at 6:30 a.m., Reid
explained how the program
seeks to develop the young
athletes to peak perfor-
mance by mid-October.

Cross country is special,
Reid summarized. “When
you line up 100+ runners
to start a race, it becomes
a team sport of individual,
psychological battles.”

Quitman Varsity Foothall Schedule

Aug. 30 Cumby at Quitman 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 Quitman at Scurry Rosser 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 Union Grover at Quitman 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 Arp at Quitman (homecoming) 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 4 Quitman at Grand Saline 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 11 Troup at Quitman 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 18 Harmony at Quitman 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 25 Quitman at Frankston 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 1 Alba-Golden at Quitman* 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 Quitman at Winona 7:30 p.m.
* (Senior Night)
Quitman Volleyball schedule

Aug. 30 Quitman at Beckville 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 3 Van at Quitman 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 6 Quitman at Lindale 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 7 Pat Neighbors Tournament at Quitman
Sept. 10 Quitman at Paris 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 Lone Oak at Quitman 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 14 Spring Hill Tournament 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 17 Grand Saline at Quitman 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 Quitman at Rains 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 Quitman at Alba-Golden 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 28 Quitman at Edgewood 11 am.
Oct. 1 Mineola at Quitman 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 8 Quitman at Lone Oak 4:30 p.m.
Oct.11 Quitman at Grand Saline 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 15 Rains at Quitman 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 18 Alba-Golden at Quitman 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 22 Edgewood at Quitman* 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 25 Quitman at Mineola 4:30 p.m.
* (Senior Night)

<0 "R\

GOODLUCKTO

TIRE &AUTO
OF MINI;OLA

709 S. Pacific St.
Mineola, TX 75773

903-569-5996

Proud supporter of the

ALBA GOLDEN Panthers
and the
MINEOLA Yellow Jackets

— WOOD COUNTY
NATIONAL

Your Family Bank | Your Business Bank | Your Hometown Bank

FNBGILMER.COM

A Branch of First National Bank of Gilmer

405 S. Hart St.
Quitman, TX 75783

417 S. Main 100 NW Loop 564
Member Quitman, TX 75783 Mineola, TX 75773
FDIC  903-763-4545 903-569-1082

4523 FM 515
Emory, TX 75440
903-474-8044 g
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By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

There is no better place to
be a young athlete than at
Yantis High School this fall.
The 2019 departing senior
class left ample opportunity
for youngsters in both the
volleyball and cross country
programs to gain valuable
experience and make their
mark on varsity squads.

Mike McMinn, Yantis’s
athletic director and sixth-
year cross country coach,
expects a high level of com-
petition among the athletes
this season.

Balancing the demands of

Yantis Lady Owls varsity volleyball team

Yantis offers young athletes plenty of opportunity

the student-athletes in a 1A
school and developing the
athletic skills of the matur-
ing young adults requires
attention and focus.

“It may be a rebuilding
year in our programs,”
he stated, “but we have
hard-working kids and that
makes a difference.”

The Owls cross country
team will be without their
state champion runner,
Maddie Hooker, who will
attend West Texas A&M
this fall on an athletic schol-
arship. McMinn is ready to
get the

season started and find
out who will compete to

lead the team.

The Lady Owls volleyball
squad will be led by first-
year head coach Madison
Gillean.

A native of Winnsboro,
Gillean brings a wealth of
athletic experience to the
job. She competed colle-
giately at Blue Mountain
College for four years as a
standout on the Toppers
softball team. Still, she said
volleyball has always been
her most enjoyable sport.

Gillean brings an appre-
ciation for the complexities
of the game and a hunger
to teach the tactics to her
charges.

Yantis Lady Owls Varsity Volleyball Roster

1 Macie Starrett
2 Kinley Hurley
3 Emily Worley
4 Yesenia Macias
5 Victoria Macias

7 Brianna Swaim

10 Mackenzie Francisco

13 Brooke Barrett
14 Macie Rodriguez

“We intend to be the
hardest working team on
the court, and all the while
being 100 percent support-
ive of our teammates,” she
commented.

The Lady Owls will com-
pete in District 18 against
the area schools of Co-
mo-Pickton, Cumby, Fruit-
vale, Miller Grove, North
Hopkins and Quinlan Boles.

The Yantis cross country
team will see action in meets
at Avery, Saltillo, Quitman
and North Hopkins, with
the regional meet being
staged in Grand Prairie.

Low down, low monthly payments,
possible owner financing.
Home sites- Mobile Home sites - RV sites

Call us today for more information!
125 Holiday Village Drive ¢ Quitman, Texas 75783

903-878-7265

Yantis Volleyball Schedule

Aug. 30 Detroit at Detroit 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 3 Open

Sept. 6 Rivercrest at Yantis 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 at North Hopkins 5 p.m.
Sept. 17 Como-Pickton at Yantis 5p.m.
Sept. 20 Boles at Yantis 5p.m.
Sept. 24 Cumby at Yantis 5 p.m.
Sept. 27 North Hopkins at Yantis 5p.m.
Oct. 1 at Como-Pickton5 p.m.

Oct. 4 Boles at Boles 5p.m.
Oct. 8 Cumby at Cumby 5p.m.
Oct. 11 Fruitvale at Fruitvale 5 p.m.
Oct. 15 Bye

Oct. 18 Miller Grove at Yantis 5 p.m.
Oct. 22 Fruitvale at Yantis* 5p.m.
Oct. 25 Bye

Oct. 29 Miller Grove at Miller Grove 5 p.m.
*(Senior Night)

Yantis Cross Country Schedule

Yantis Owls Cross Country 2019

Date Location Time Teams
Thur., Aug. 29 Avery 3:30 JH, HS
Thur., Sept 5 North Hopkins 3:00 JH, HS
Thur., Sept. 12 Miller Grove 3:00 JH, HS
Thur., Sept. 19 Quitman 9:00 HS
Thur., Sept. 27 Jacksonville 830 HS
Thur., Oct. 3 Lake Bob Sandlin 3:30 JH, HS
Wed., Oct. 9 District Miller Grove 3:00 JH, HS
Mon., Oct. 21 Region-Grand Prairie TBD HS
N
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903-383-2400

Hours: Lobby and Drive Thru
\ Monday - Friday « 8:30 - 4:00

SMOKEHOUSE

&
STEAK PIT CATERING
CATFISH BURGERS AVAILABLE

619 South Main | Quitman, TX 75783 | 903-763-8204
reddomesmokehouse.com

The Wood County Monitor gratefully acknowledges the
contributions of Gary Bright-Gene's Photography for
assistance with photos in the annual fall sports preview

| Photos available at =
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WISHING YOU THE BEST
FOR ANOTHER SEASON!
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CITY NATIONAL BANK

City National Bank Yantis
118 N. Main Street / P.O. Box 391
Yantis, Texas 75497
Phone: 903-383-2250

I‘Faslié www.bankatcnb.bank %
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We 're building
our town and
backing our

MINEOLA BRANCH
200 N. PACIFIC STREET
MINEOLA, TX 75773
903.569.6161

PROUDLY SERVING
WO00D, HOPKINS, RAINS, UPSHUR, GREGG,
AND VAN ZANDT COUNTIES

Denea Hudman, Executive Director
405 E. Libscomb Sireet * Quitman, TX 75783
903-268-9054-mobile * dhudman@quitmantx.org

903-763-4510

FARMERS

Ben Wheeler Agency

(In Quitman)

Give Us a Call for Any of Your Insurance Needs!
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No doubt, fall sports are special. Whether it is the community involvement in high school foothall, the teamwork of a volleyhall side struggling to secure the point, or the sacrifices of lone cross country runners to protect the team standing,
fall sports offer us life lessons aplenty. They also signal the turning of the seasons and mark the years with memorable events which will only sharpen in our memories. To the athletes ... we all envy the joys, and know the challenges, you
will face. To all those who support our local athletic programs...thank you. Little of consequence would emerge from the sporting events if not for the work of coaches, parents, and the community at large. The secret to scholastic sporting
events is widely known: those who support the programs are rewarded many-fold through the achievements of our young athletes.

. Follow your
\ Texas favorite sports
DRPORATED IN 192 team in the
PROUD SUPPORTER Wood County
Stay on the OF THE Monitor.
SURT BuITMAN BuLLpogs |  Albo-Golden,
Sidelines Mineola,
Quitman and
Quitman Orthopedic Team Yantis.
Subscribe today

Whether it’s a sore shoulder or sprained ankle,
our certified orthopedic team will help you return
to the game safely.

for just $34 a

] year and don't
www.quitmantx.org miss a minute of
903-763-2223 the action

Our Sall classes oFFer

Joseph Conflitti, MD D. Scott Devinney, DO Betty Vale, FNP-C e e
Board-certified Board-certified Certified family lngl mln Ond ;un
orthopedic surgeon orthopedic surgeon nurse practitioner

classes Fon toddlens
o teens! Coll Todoy

For more information, call 903-596-3844 or visit
UTHealthEastTexas.com/services/orthopedics.

UTHealth 2612 S. Main Street
East Texas Lindale, TX 75771
Orthopedic Institute Hang out wibh some new friends! ]  903-882-1533

Your before « and e after

GAME STOP

for drinks and snacks!

Proud

Supporters
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Mineola

Yellowjackets

Your Home Town Realtor
with a tradition of
backing our teams...

L ( America’s Drive-In. QUITMAN REALTY
519 Main ~ Quitman

311 W Broad St., Mineola, TX 75773 003-763-4525
903-569-3187 Jerry Williams Todd Williams




