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Attendance up at park despite pandemic
Park concessionaire
says season was one
of the best in years
LAURA VALENTI
FOR TROUT TALK

Just like the rest of the world this
year, the Bennett Spring has had a
2020 fishing season like no other.
Closed for 60 days at the beginning
of the traditional trout season, those
who depend on Bennett Spring and
the fishermen and visitors who come
each year feared they were looking
at certain economic disaster, however, that has not been the case.
“We had to close down everything—the cabins, the park store and
the dining lodge,” said Jim Rogers,
who has been the Bennett Spring
park concessionaire for 40 years.
“As all business owners know in
this pandemic, when you close the
doors, there is no income but the
expenses go on. We have had such an
incredible year because even though
we were closed for two months this
spring, people did not forget about
us and we really appreciate that. The
Department of Conservation sponsored Free Fishing for several weeks
there in the spring and no tags were
sold but once things opened back up,
the people kept coming.”
According to Rogers, Bennett
Spring State Park, had it’s biggest
attendance in the 1980s when it was
common to sell around 180,000 trout
tags in a year. Rogers said in recent
years, the number has shrunk to an
average closer to 130,000 tags per
year.
“This year, the people have come
back and we’ve seen numbers more
like what we saw 30 years ago. I
think people were just ready to get
back outside, enjoying things like
they used to,” Rogers said.

Rogers has heard from many
other outfitters that they’re having a
similar experience this season. Some
of them have even told him they’ve
“had their best year ever.”
“It seems like we just see people
being kinder and more patient with
each other in the midst of all of
this. And even in the middle of the
week, now that school has started,
we are still staying busy,” Rogers
said. “About half of the people now
visiting us, use their masks when
indoors. We have been so fortunate
here. This is God’s country, just one
look around will tell you that. And
once again, He has blessed Bennett
Spring and we are so thankful for
that.”
And while the fishermen have
returned in droves, others who don’t
carry a fishing rod have also made
Bennett Spring their recreational
destination. Inez Jorgenson and her
husband, Dave of Madison, South
Dakota, enjoyed a recent Saturday
afternoon at Bennett Spring while
attending a motorcycle rally at Lake
of the Ozarks.
CONTINUED on page 5
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Above, anglers
fill Bennett
Spring just above
the waterfall at
the state park at
the end of September. Bennett
Spring State Park
C o n c e s s i o n a i re
Jim Rogers says
that attendance
has been up at the
state park this season. Left, Inez Jorgenson of South
Dakota recently
visited Bennett
Spring for a motorcycle ride in the
country with her
husband, Dave,
and their canine
companions, Jack
and Cinnamon.

RESTAURANT, STORE & CABINS OPEN!
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Enjoy the outdoors,
it’s BROAD, it’s OPEN,
it’s SOCIAL DISTANCING

101!

Studies show outdoor activities reduce stress & anxiety,
so bring your bike and take a ride at Bennett Spring,
hike along miles of cleared trails and fish at your
favorite watering hole. Explore the Ozarks first hand.

There is so much to see and do at the park, don’t miss out!
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Bennett Spring State Park
26248 Hwy 64A • Lebanon, MO 65536

For Information or Reservations: 417-532-4307 • www.BennettSpringStatePark.com
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“We came here last year, but there was so much
to do and not nearly enough time to get to it all,”
she said. “So we came back this year. This is such a
beautiful place.”
Her two tiny canine companions, Jack and Cinn,
short for Cinnamon, both in their own individual
black leather motorcycle jackets, seemed to agree as
they, too, enjoyed their time outside.
Other traditional park visitors, the trout fishermen
from Missouri as well as other nearby states, also
enjoyed the park, many coming late in the season, for
the first time this year. Eddie, a high schooler from the
St. Louis area, who declined to share his last name,
plays guitar and swims regularly, but still takes time
to enjoy trout fishing. Others like Mel Kehr and his
son, Geoff, have been coming to Bennett Spring for
years but find it more difficult to get away than they
once did in the 1980s, when Geoff and his brothers
still lived at home. Still, they were happy to be back
at Bennett Spring at the end of summer.
Marie Lorenz, manager of the Bennett Spring
Dining Lodge for the past several years, is happy to
be back at her post at the door of the famous local
restaurant, welcoming visitors.
“We were closed for two months,” she shared with
her trout mask in place, “But since we’ve re-opened
we have been very, very busy. It’s been a surprisingly
good season. I’ve seen lots of new folks this year as
well as others I haven’t seen in three or four years.
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Rebecca Alley, a teacher from Lebanon, Mo., and her family have dinner at the Dinning Lodge at Bennett
Spring.
It’s been great.”
Rebecca Alley, a teacher at Lebanon’s Esther Elementary took advantage of the afternoon to get her
children out for a relaxing midday meal.
“The weather was nice so we just thought we’d get
out and find a good place to eat,” she shared as they
waited for their lunch at the Dining Lodge.
She and her family have just recently moved to
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Meat • Cheese
Yogurt • Snacks

Affordable by
the cart full

Discount & Surplus Foods

417-532-4700

1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas, MO 65764
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

The
Home of

the area from the Farmington area.
“It’s good to get out of the house and just get back
to some sense of normalcy,” she said.
The trout season ends on Oct. 31. A catch-andrelease season follows from the second Friday in
November to the second Monday in February on
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday only. Trout
season will kick off again on March 1.
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Hermanos
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Mexican restaurant
660 S. Ash St., Buffalo, MO 65622

417-345-2200

The Best

Home Cookin’ At It’s Best!

Pizza Around!

Breakfast • Lunch

Friday Night Dinners
Hot Coffee & Homemade Pies & Cobblers
Owners:

Clifton and Nancy Smith
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Mon-Thur: 5:30 am - 2:00 pm
Fri: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm
Sat: 6:00 am - 2:00 pm

452 West Commercial • Downtown Lebanon, MO • 417-532-7742

HIP POCKET

PIZZA

Fresh Salad
Delicious Pizza
Hearty Sandwiches
Tasty Mexican Food

CARRY-OUT • DINE-IN • DRIVE-THRU
1132 S. Ash St. • Buffalo • 417-345-8649
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Get in the zone
Take a look at the state park’s rules and regulations
FISHING REGULATIONS
The spring branch is stocked
daily during the regular fishing
season, which is March 1 through
Oct. 31. Daily permits are required
to fish on the spring branch and
zones are set aside for different
kinds of lures.
For more information, call (417)
532-4307.

Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | Lawn Furniture

ZONE 1: From the hatchery dam
upstream to the end of the area.
Only flies are permitted.

Ozarks County Furniture

885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764 1
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed Sundays

ZONE 2: From the hatchery dam
to the whistle bridge. Only flies
and artificial lures are permitted.
ZONE 3: From the whistle

Take A Trip Back In Time & Appreciate

N

The Simpler Things In Life!
Enjoy a Delicious
Home-Cooked
Meal at Our
Newly Renovated
Restaurant While
You’re Here!
Restaurant Open
11:00am-2:30pm
Monday-Saturday

W

• Dry Good • Gifts
• Housewares • Kitchenwares

Trout Fishing Hours
September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.
October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
PARK HOURS
Park Grounds: Sunrise to one
hour past sunset, daily

LEAD MINE AREA
E

S

bridge to the Niangua River. Only
soft plastic bait (unscented), natural and scented bait are permitted.
All flies and artificial lures are
prohibited, even if natural bait or
scent has been added.
Zone areas are marked in the
park and maps are also available in
the Park Store.

Merchants

• Handmade Toys

• Jams, Jellies & Pickles

• Handmade Soaps & Lotions

1

• Cookbooks
• Candles & More!
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Store Hours: 10:00am-5:00pm Monday-Saturday
Directions: West on Hwy 64, 10 Miles past Bennett Spring
Park. Turn right on Hwy T, then on YY to Store. Follow signs.
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Come Visit Propane Duane!
CHEAPEST PRICES AROUND...
$ 50
•
Liquor
•
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AdvOn any cylinder refills only. MusSpt rinbegadStveate Park.
• Laundromat on Site, Open 24/7
of Bennett
within 5 miles
• Replace Valves • Inspect Bottles
*prices subject to change

100 LB
CYL.

$
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99

BENNETT
SPRING PROPANE

30 LB
CYL.

$

1499

Keeping It Affordable
Since 2016

20 LB
CYL.
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$ 99
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$

99

1000 ct-gm Kratom

Cannot be
combined with
any other offer

OMG
CBD
AT VALLEY VIEW RV STORE

Sign up for our
LOYALTY
PROGRAM
and get 20%
OFF your first
CBD purchase*
and earn
10% OFF for your
next purchase!
(I.E. First Time Purchase of
$100 get $20 OFF,
then the next time you come
in you get an additional
$10 off from you previous
purchase.) *Exclusions apply.

Look for the Bright LED Signs!
12972 HWY 64 • LEBANON • (417) 588-8858

