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County’s health board backs 
wearing of face coverings 

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Chatham County’s Board of Commissioners will soon 
consider a recommendation by the county health board to 
‘strongly encourage’ the wearing of masks or face coverings 
while in public.

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN 
AND OLIVIA ROJAS

News + Record Staff

Chatham County’s Board of  
Health unanimously endorsed 
a motion Monday night urging 
the Chatham County Board 
of  Commissioners to require 
the wearing of  face coverings 
inside all Chatham County 
government facilities, while 
“strongly encouraging” face 
coverings in other public 
settings.

This follows a request made 
by the commissioners, who will 
consider the recommendation 
and decide whether to enforce 
it as part of  the county’s cur-
rent COVID-19-related state of  
emergency.  

Chatham County Board of  
Commissioners Chairperson 
Karen Howard told the News 
+ Record in an email last week 
the commissioners referred 

the question to Interim Health 
Director Mike Zelek for input 
from the board of  health at its 
monthly meeting. 

“I personally feel it is the 
direction we should go,” How-
ard said. “But think the advice 
of  professionals would go far 
in advancing the idea from a 
public health perspective and 
might encourage widespread 
support.” 

During the health board’s 
discussion Monday, there 
were questions regarding the 
enforcement of  such a require-
ment and the precise wording 
of  where to require face cover-
ings. Board member Don Ros-
coe suggested the board make 
a “strong recommendation” 
instead of  a requirement.

Fellow board member Marcia 
Herman-Giddens agreed and 
said the board could update its 
recommendation to a require-

See MASKS, page A3

Warrants 
issued after 

Pittsboro 
scuffle

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — A clash 
last week between protesters 

near the for-
mer site of  
Pittsboro’s 
Confederate 
soldier mon-
ument led to 
at least one 
injury, and 
Pittsboro 
police are 
still seeking 

one of  the persons responsi-
ble for the violence.

Warrants were issued last 
Thursday for the arrest of  
Tommy Parnell of  Surry 
County with multiple charges 
after the disturbance.

Confederate “flaggers” 
have been sporadically re-
turning to Pittsboro over the 
past few weeks, once again 
protesting the removal of  the 
“Our Confederate Heroes” 
monument that previously 
stood on the grounds of  the 
Historic Chatham County 
Courthouse. Leading up to 
the statue’s removal last 
November, and for several 
weeks following, protesters 
and demonstrators descend-
ed on Pittsboro’s downtown, 
mostly on Saturdays.

Those on both sides of  the 
debate — many of  them from 
outside Chatham County 
— have often confronted 
each other verbally, and 
occasionally physically, in 
the past. Business owners 
in downtown had just begun 
to breathe a sigh of  relief  as 
those protests eventually died 
down. But the battle seems 
to have renewed itself  last 
Thursday as tensions rose 
between protesters.

Around lunchtime, a small 
group of  between 10 and 15 
pro-Confederate supporters 
showed up at the town’s cir-
cle and stood on the grounds 
of  the courthouse, carrying 
flags. A counter-demonstra-
tion group soon began to 
build in the parking lot of  the 
Blair Building on the circle. 

A widely circulated 
Facebook video by Kerwin 
Pittman, a counter-protester 
and activist from Raleigh, 
showed the latter hours 
of  the demonstration and 
subsequent scuffle. The video 
recorded protesters shouting 
expletives at each other, with 
counter-protesters using a 

CLASH AT 
PROTEST

Parnell

See PROTESTS, page A7

Local B&Bs take hit during COVID-19
BY CAROLINE WATKINS 

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — By the time 
COVID-19 spread to Cha-
tham County, Fleming and 
Brit Pfann made the difficult 
decision to move out of  their 
home and into their bed and 
breakfast, The Inn at Celebri-
ty Dairy. 

Due to the losses they were 
expecting from COVID-19, 
they chose to rent out their 
former home for additional 
income.

“Moving out of  our house 
and our home was pretty trau-
matic,” Fleming Pfann said. 
“But that was something that 
both Brit and I agreed on.”

The Inn sits on a 300-acre 
dairy farm just six miles east 
of  Siler City. The B&B has 
been in operation since 1998, 
and has hosted an array of  
events, from weddings to anni-
versary parties. 

Earlier this year, things 
were looking up for The 
Pfanns — that is, until 
COVID-19 hit. 

“We had everybody cancel,” 
Fleming Pfann said. “We had 
a really big wedding canceled, 
a really big anniversary party 
canceled...over $50,000 worth 
of  cancellations.”

The Inn at Celebrity Dairy 
is just one example of  how 
hard the travel industry has 

been hit by COVID-19. Accord-
ing to the American Hotel & 
Lodging Association, nearly 
28,000 hotel-related jobs have 
been lost in the U.S. as a result 
of  COVID-19. 

In Chatham County, 
COVID-19 interrupts a nine-
year trend of  consecutive 
increases in tourism revenue, 
according to the 2019 State of  
Chatham County Report. 

And with the county’s tour-
ism industry generating $4.74 
million in total payroll, accord-
ing to the report, the effects of  

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Brit and Fleming Pfann sit outside their bed and breakfast, The Inn at Celebrity Dairy, 
which is located just six miles outside of Siler City. In addition to running a bed and 
breakfast, the couple also manages its 300-acre working dairy. 

See LOSSES, page A3

In 1855, this Chatham 
woman set her 28 slaves free

BY STEVEN E. BROOKS  
& BEVERLY B. WIGGINS

Special to the News + Record

Editor’s note: Juneteenth is a holiday cel-
ebrating the emancipation of  slaves in the 
United States, observed June 19. In Cha-
tham County, back in 1855, one resident took 
it upon herself  to emancipate 28 slaves she 
owned, provisioning in her will that they be 
freed. Local historians Steven E. Brooks and 
Beverly Wiggins, members of  the Chatham 
County Historical Association, recently 
researched and wrote an academic paper 
on this piece of  Chatham County’s history. 
Here’s the story of  Marium Alston. First in 
a series.

Chatham County slave owner Marium P. 
Alston arranged in her last will and testa-
ment for the transportation to a free state 
and then the emancipation of  28 slaves.

Her will, made the day before she died 
on September 23, 1855, shows the remark-

able effort of  a woman 
in a society in which 
laws favored slavery and 
the rights of  men over 
women. 

To obtain the slaves 
that she ultimately freed, 
Marium successfully 
contested the will of  her 
husband, Oroondates 
(Oroon) Davis Alston. By 
her own will, Marium 
directed her executor, Jes-
se Marley, “as soon as he 
lawfully can” to transport 
her slaves to ”some free 
state” where they were to 
be legally emancipated. 
She also provided $300 
and for her executor 
to use income from the 

hiring of  those slaves during the period 

MARIUM ALSTON’S ACT OF EMANCIPATION 

Brooks

Wiggins

See ALSTON, page A9

Months into the pandemic, 
what’s the outlook for 
Chatham businesses?

BY PRESTON LENNON
News + Record Correspondent

As North Carolina moves through 
the phases of  its reopening plan, 
business leaders in Chatham Coun-
ty are trying to strike a balance 
between quelling public anxiety in 
respect to the pandemic, and sup-
porting the desire of  local business-
es to bring in revenue.

Alyssa Byrd, the president of  the 
Chatham Economic Development 
Corporation, remembers the last 
time leaders from the county were 
able to congregate in person. It was 
Opportunity Chatham, a conference 
in March where business leaders 
discussed the county’s economic 
outlook.

“Minutes after that event ended, 
that was the day that Chatham 
County’s first case was announced,” 
Byrd said.

The first death in Chatham Coun-
ty from COVID-19 was reported on 
April 14, and now there are more 
than 750 confirmed cases and 37 
deaths reported in the county.

Byrd said in normal times, a 
sizable portion of  her office’s work 
involves developing industrial land 
in the county. She said in Chatham 
County, around 90 percent of  the tax 
base comes from residential proper-
ty tax revenue, and since residential 
taxes are associated with more costs 
— like water and schools — than 
taxes on large businesses, bringing 
in industrial clients is a key goal for 
the county.

International travel restrictions 
and anxiety about public health, 
however, have stifled the recruit-
ment of  new large businesses, she 
said.

See OUTLOOK, page A10
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
due to coronavirus. Verify 
with organizers prior to 
events.

CANCELLATIONS

• Town of Pittsboro: All 
town advisory boards 
meetings are canceled. In 
order to protect the most 
vulnerable members of  
our community from the 
COVID-19 virus and slow 
its spread, please monitor 
the town’s website at pitts-
boronc.gov for additional 
notifications and alerts.  

• Chatham County Council 
on Aging: Both centers are 
closed at this time until 
further notice. If  you need 
to pick up supplies, call 
the Siler City or Pittsboro 
location or check our 
website: chathamcoa.org. 
 
• Chatham County Historical 
Museum: For the safety of  
visitors and volunteers, 
the Chatham County His-
torical Museum is closed 
until further notice. See 
our website: chathamhis-
tory.org. 

• Chatham Community Li-
brary: Closed to the public 
at this time, although 
curbside pick-up is now 
active. See story in this 
week’s edition for more 
information. 

• State Employees Credit 
Union (SECU) branches 
statewide have tempo-
rarily transitioned to 
drive-thru only. Members 

who need to access safe 
deposit boxes, drop off 
tax return information, 
or inquire about a loan 
should call the branch to 
schedule an appointment. 

THURSDAY  

• The Pittsboro Farmers 
Market is open with sea-
sonable items year-round 
from 3 to 6 p.m. on Thurs-
days. They are located at 
287 East St., Pittsboro.
• St. Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church: We provide 
a healthy, appetizing 
meal at no cost to those 
who come to us hungry 
at noon on Thursdays. 
We provide a place of  
hospitality and fellowship 
for everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.

FRIDAY 

• The Second Bloom of 
Chatham Thrift Shop will 
reopen for shopping on 
Friday, June 26. Face cov-
erings will be required. 
The shop is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. We have a 
store full of  adult summer 
clothing and accessories. 
Donations not accepted at 
this time. We are located 
in Pittsboro, on the Court-
house Circle, beside the 
Pittsboro Roadhouse. All 
proceeds support survi-
vors of  domestic violence, 
sexual assault and pro-
mote community educa-
tion in collaboration with 
Chatham County.

UPCOMING

• Chatham Community 

Library is offering free 
classes on job search 
skills, Microsoft Excel, 
and Google Apps in 
June. While the library is 
closed, all classes will be 
presented virtually via 
GoToMeeting.  A descrip-
tion of  each class and a 
registration link can be 
found at www.chathamnc.
org/ComputerClasses. 
Microsoft Excel Basics, 
Part 2: June 24, Wednes-
day, 3 p.m. - Google Apps: 
June 29, Monday, 3 p.m. 
For more information, 
call 919-545-8086 or email 
reference@chathamli-
braries.org. 

• Chatham Habitat for 
Humanity is planning 
to hold its rescheduled 
2020 Women Build event 
August 27 through 29. 
Registration will open 
in mid-summer on our 
website, and those who 
signed up for the April 
event will receive first 
priority. Assuming our 
new normal allows for 
events such as the Wom-
en Build, we will gather 
together in a few months. 
These dates may change, 
and additional ones may 
open as well. Mark your 
calendars and hope for 
the best. The Participate 
from Home benefit is still 
in effect — a donation of  
at least $25 will get you 
a t-shirt and certificate 
during the month of  the 
event.

ALSO HAPPENING

• Carolina Farm Credit is now 
accepting applications for 
the 12th year of the Ag 
Biz Planner program and 
the 5th year of the Ag Biz 
Basics program. These 

e-learning courses teach 
financial and business 
planning, budgeting, and 
other farm management 
topics that are essential 
to a farm’s success. All 
applications are due July 
15. Applications, a course 
outline, and program 
information are available 
at carolinafarmcredit.
com/about/resources/
educational-programs. 
Individuals selected for the 
program will be notified 
after Aug. 15. 

• Descendants of  Horton 
High School alumni or 
attendees of  Horton High 
School are eligible to 
apply for the Horton High 
School Alumni Association 
Scholarship for 2019-2020. 
High school graduates, 
college students, and 
graduate students are 
encouraged to apply on 
the HHSAA website: 
hortonhighalumni.com. 
Deadline for application 
has been extended to Aug. 
1. 

• Girl Scouts offers Virtual 
Summer Activities to 
Girls in Central and 
Eastern North Carolina 
with Virtual Day Camps 
and other events and 
activities available for 
girls to partake in safely, 
both indoors and out-
side. Girls and parents 
can learn more about 
the GS-NCCP Beyond 
Summer Program by 
visiting the Girl Scouting 
at Home page on nccoas-
talpines.org. 

• With COVID-19 sweep-
ing the country, artists’ 
livelihoods are being 
challenged like never 
before. The Chatham Arts 
Council has put together 
a relief  effort specifically 
for artists and arts-work-
ers called CAARE: Cha-
tham Artist and Arts-Worker 
Relief Effort. For more 
information on CAARE, 
or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org. 

• JMArts hosted a JMA-
CoronaConcert via Twitter 
featuring  performances 
submitted by JM students 
and faculty. Concerts can 
be viewed on its Twitter 
account, @JMArts, and 
by using the hashtags 
#JMACoronaConcert 
performances and #JMA-
CoronaConcert program. 

• Adult Volunteers Needed 
at Chatham Hospital in 
Siler City, a 25-bed Criti-
cal Access Hospital locat-
ed in Siler City and part 
of  the UNC Health Care 
System. All prospective 
volunteers must complete 
an online application, 
a criminal background 
check, an orientation and 
have documentation of  
required immunizations. 
To learn more go to: www.
chathamhospital.org/ch/
about-us/volunteer. 

• Volunteers Needed — 
Nonprofit agencies in 
Chatham seek teen 
volunteers to help with 
many projects. Teens 
can help at food pantries, 

in gardens, fundraising 
projects, office work, and 
care for animals. Chatham 
Connecting website lists 
many volunteer opportu-
nities for youth. See where 
you are needed to help 
in the community: www.
chathamconnecting.org. 

• Foster and/or adoptive 
information — Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 642-6956 to 
learn more. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous — 
North Carolina District 
33, call the Help Line at 
866-640-0180 for the meet-
ing schedule for this area. 

• Motorcycle Association — 
The Motorcycle Associa-
tion for Chatham, West-
ern Wake, Lee, Orange 
and Alamance counties 
meets in Pittsboro and 
is open to all riders. For 
information, call 919-
392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com. 

• Narcotics Anonymous — 
For drug problems in the 
family, Narcotics Anony-
mous helps! Call 1-800-
721-8225 for listing of  local 
meetings. 

• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays, 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower level 
of  Chatham Mill, Pitts-
boro.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Griffith achieves 
membership in 
Million Dollar 
Round Table 

LIBERTY — J. B. Grif-
fith III, a representative 
for Modern Woodmen 
of  America, is one of  
a small percentage of  
financial representatives 
worldwide to achieve 
membership in the pres-
tigious Million Dollar 
Round Table (MDRT) this 
year.

Founded in 1927, 
MDRT, The Premier 
Association of  Finan-
cial Professionals, is a 
global, independent as-
sociation of  more than 
49,000 of  the world’s life 
insurance and financial 
services professionals 
from more than 500 
companies in 70 coun-

tries. MDRT mem-
bership is recognized 
internationally as the 
standard of  excellence 
in the life insurance 
and financial services 
business. 

The local Modern 
Woodmen office is 
located in Liberty. Con-
tact Griffith at 336-622-
6020 for more infor-
mation about Modern 
Woodmen’s financial 
services and fraternal 
programs.  

Gooch recognized 
as a high achiever 

for Girl Scouts 
Chatham County Girl 

Scout Kameron Gooch 
was recently recognized 
as a High Achiever for 
the 2020 Girl Scout Cookie 
Program.

Girls join the ranks 

of  the High Achievers 
Club when they sell 
5,000 boxes of  Girl Scout 
Cookies or more since 
participating in their 
first cookie season. 
Kameron has sold 5,516 
boxes of  Girl Scout 
Cookies during her time 
as a Girl Scout. 

Members receive 
an engraved plaque, 
special cookie business 
cards and a personal-
ized letter of  recom-
mendation from CEO, 
Lisa Jones. 

The purpose of  the 
Girl Scout Cookie Pro-
gram is to teach girls 
five key skills: goal-set-
ting, decision making, 
money management, 
people skills, and busi-
ness ethics; and the High 
Achievers have mastered 
these skills like no other.  

 — CN+R staff reports
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the industry’s downturn 
on the local economy 
continue to unfold.

Cheryl Conrad and 
Houston Blair, the owners 
of  458 West, a B&B locat-
ed in Pittsboro, had no 
choice but to close their 
business for 10 weeks 
as a result of  COVID-19. 
They saw the pandemic’s 
effects first-hand. 

“When it all started, we 
were just gearing up for 
our busiest season of  the 
year and we knew that 
it would affect it, but we 
didn’t really know to what 
extent,” Conrad said. “It 
didn’t take very long to 
figure it out, though.”

“I started working part 
time at a business just to 
try to offset some of  the 
losses,” Blair said. 

Unlike more established 
B&Bs in Chatham such as 
458 West, Lucky Bar Farm 
was just preparing for its 
first summer as a business 
before COVID-19 hit. The 
B&B, which is located in 
Moncure, opened its doors 
last October.  

The B&B had around a 
dozen guests cancel due 
to COVID-19. The couple 

agreed that giving their 
guests full refunds was 
the right thing to do, giv-
en the circumstances. 

“We just gave the full 
refund and people were 
really just grateful,” Nan-
cy Adams said. 

Opening their doors 
again 

Following Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s decision to 
move North Carolina into 
Phase 2 on May 22, guests 
are slowly but surely be-
ginning to make reserva-
tions in local B&Bs once 
again. 

However, many of  them 
are still concerned about 
what B&Bs are doing to 
keep their guests safe 
during the pandemic. 

Local B&B owners 
say that they have been 
following a number of  
health and safety pro-
tocols established by 
organizations such as the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, the 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration and the North 
Carolina Restaurant and 
Lodging Association. 

Some of  the additional 
steps they are taking to 
keep their B&Bs clean 
include having disposable 

gloves and masks read-
ily available for guests, 
setting up sanitation 
stations throughout the 
B&Bs, taking extra care 
of  stripping and washing 
bed sheets and frequently 
disinfecting surfaces and 
common areas. 

Some B&Bs have also 
taken part in initiatives 
such as the “Count on Me 
NC” campaign, which is 
“a public health initiative 
that empowers guests 

and businesses to help 
keep everyone safe from 
COVID-19,” according to 
CountOnMeNC.org. 

“I am hopeful that our 
guests will see that Count 
On Me NC is a mutual 
pledge and that we are 
doing all we can to ensure 
safety, not just following 
the standards that were in 
place for environmental 
health guidelines prior to 
COVID-19, but the en-
hanced protocols,” Neha 
Shah, the director of the 
Pittsboro-Siler City Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau, 
said. “The Count On Me 
NC initiative provides guid-
ance, from professionals, in 
a time and a situation that 
is new for all of us.”

B&Bs are also taking ad-
ditional measures to ensure 
social distancing on their 
properties, whether that 
includes staggering break-
fast times to avoid overlaps 
between guests or serving 
meals to guests outside, 
where they might feel more 
comfortable dining. 

Most of  all, local B&Bs 
are encouraging guests to 
share their concerns.

“Pick up the phone, 
call, ask your questions,” 
Lucky Bar Farm’s Nancy 
Adams said. “Let us 
speak to you about what 
concerns you have on an 
individual basis, and we 
will be happy to answer 

any questions that you 
have and modify whatever 
we can to make you feel 
comfortable in your stay.” 

An uncertain future 

Despite the fact that 
guests are slowly starting to 
book at B&Bs again, owners 
believe a return to normal-
cy is still far from reach. 

“In June last year, we 
had 82 reservations,” 
Conrad of  458 West said. 
“This year, we’ve had 10.”

And with warnings of  
a potential second wave 
in the fall, it’s hard to pre-
dict how long it will take 
for the tourism industry 
to bounce back. 

“I don’t think we’re 
going to be out of  this 
even by next spring,” 
Fleming Pfann of  The Inn 
at Celebrity Dairy said. 

Domestic visitors to 

and within Chatham 
County spent $36.9 
million in 2018 alone, 
according to the 2019 
State of  Chatham County 
Report. Yet as a result 
of  the industry’s losses 
already and an uncertain 
future ahead, Chatham’s 
tourism industry could be 
licking its COVID-caused 
wounds for the foresee-
able future.

“I can’t predict the long-
term effects, but through 
the research shared with 
us and our own land-
scape, we are forecasting 
that the devastation to the 
industry is severe enough 
that the recovery will be 
slow,” Shah said.

Digital Media Fellow 
Caroline Watkins can be 
reached at cwatkins@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter 
at @ClineWatkins.
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ment if  there was another 
surge. She cited studies 
that show the effective-
ness of  masks in reducing 
the spread of  the corona-
virus as reason to make 
the recommendation.

Chatham Commission-
er Jim Crawford, who 
is also a member of  the 
health board, told the 
group policy should be 
made for the “optimal 
population” and those 
who won’t comply aren’t 
a good enough reason for 
the board to not act.

“This isn’t an abstract 
argument,” Crawford 
said. “This is an argu-
ment in the middle of  a 
pandemic that’s going to 
get worse before it gets 
better.”

Several motions were 
made and workshopped 
before the motion that 
would end up passing was 
made. 

“Maybe we’ll make a 
recommendation — a 
broad and high-level 
recommendation — to the 
county commissioners 
and they can hash out 
those fine details,” health 
board chairman Carol 
Reitz-Barlow said.

With the board in 
agreeance, board member 
Lewis Lampiris outlined 
the recommendation.

“Our letter to the 
commissioners will be 
that the board of  health 

urges the commissioners 
to require facial coverings 
in all county facilities and 
strongly urge the public 
to use facial coverings in 
the community setting,” 
he said.  

The county commis-
sioners are scheduled 
to meet next on July 20. 
Crawford said the county 
could potentially move to 
implement the measure 
sooner.

“I will ask the chair to 
perhaps convene a meet-
ing where we can pass 
this,” he said. “We would 
have to advertise this 72 
hours out, but we can do 
a virtual meeting on this 
matter.”

Zelek told the News 
+ Record last week that 
the health board will 
continue encouraging 
people to follow the three 
W’s to slow the spread of  
COVID-19: wear a mask, 
wash your hands and wait 
six feet apart.

“We continue to ham-
mer these messages home 
and we’ve seen a lot of  
support, a lot of  positive 
uptake, from the commu-
nity,” Zelek said. “We real-
ly appreciate that because 
that’s going to be the key 
in helping us stay ahead of  
this as best we can.”

After the passage of  
their motion, the health 
board also discussed its 
role in providing equity 
and diversity. The board 
referred to a letter read 
during the public input 
session by Karinda Roe-
buck, the co-chairman 

of  Chatham Organizing 
for Racial Equity and the 
Chatham Health Alliance 
Equity Committee. In her 
statement, Roebuck called 
on the board to name and 
take seriously the threat 
of  systemic racism on 
public health. The board 
also referred to the letter 
Howard wrote to the 
community regarding the 
coronavirus and George 
Floyd’s death.

In the board’s later 
discussion, members sug-
gested writing their own 
statement rather than 
just endorsing Howard’s 
letter. Questions about 
writing a statement that 
addressed concerns in 
an apolitical way were 
raised. There was no 
formal motion to write 
the statement, but board 
members Lampiris, John 
Kessler and Stephanie 
Freece volunteered to 
draft one on behalf  of  the 
board with Zelek.

“We know about those 
disparities, I mean, that’s 
not rocket science,” Lam-
piris said. “One of  the 
major factors that has led 
to those disparities are is-
sues of  structural racism 
— so we’re just putting 
that in there. We can talk 
about diet, nutrition and 
healthy foods but bottom 
line, it’s structures that 
are in place that are keep-
ing people oppressed. So 
it’s not a political state-
ment, it’s just an honest 
affirmation of  a condition 
people living under that 
we want to eliminate.”

MASKS
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Steve and Nancy Adams stand on their porch 
at Lucky Bar Farm, a bed and breakfast located 
in Moncure. Lucky Bar Farm opened in October 
2019, making it one of the newer B&Bs in Chatham 
County. 

As a result 
of COVID-19, 
sanitization stations 
can be found 
throughout Lucky 
Bar Farm. Local 
B&Bs are following a 
number of COVID-19 
protocols established 
by organizations 
such as the Food and 
Drug Administration, 
the Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention and 
the North Carolina 
Restaurant and 
Lodging Association 
during the pandemic. 

Staff photo by Peyton 
Sickles

Pittsboro passes increased budget after new revenue projections
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Pitts-
boro’s town board passed 
its $10.3 million FY 2020-21 
budget on Monday, a sig-
nificant increase from the 
original proposed $9.3 mil-
lion budget developed after 
estimated revenue projec-
tions were increased based 
on updated local sales tax 
and ABC revenues. 

With the new revenues, 
the budget now supports 
many of the items that the 
board of  commissioners 
had considered priorities, 
including a 2.5% pay raise 
for employees, a pay study, 
investments in technology 
and ongoing support of  
Main Street Pittsboro.

The budget also in-
cludes a 2.5% increase in 

water and sewer rates, 
an item that Pittsboro 
Commissioner Jay Farrell 
attempted to remove from 
the budget after saying the 
increase would “be hard 
to explain to our residents 
who feel like they can’t 
drink the water.” Without 
the support of any of the 
other members of the 
board, the motion failed 
and the increase remained.

Pittsboro Finance Di-
rector Heather Meacham 
said the sales tax revenues 
were increased because 
April’s revenues were 
“better than anticipated.”

The budget still reflects 
revenue estimates for the 
upcoming year to be “3% 
more conservative” than 
the League of Municipali-
ties guidance. The League 
of Municipalities is a North 

Carolina non-profit which 
for more than 100 years has 
represented towns’ and cit-
ies’ interests and provides 
guidance to municipalities 
for best practices.

In addition pay raises, 
a pay study and invest-
ments in technology, 
the budget also includes 
funding for three new 
positions — an engineer-
ing inspector, a police 
officer and a position in 
the Public Works/Parks 
Department. The fund-
ing for these positions is 
only for six months as 
the board decided to wait 
until a permanent town 
manager was hired to fill 
those positions.

The Main Street Pitts-
boro program generated 
significant discussion 
during the meeting on 

Monday as the board 
discussed whether to 
increase the program’s 
funding to $105,000, which 
includes a $15,000 facade 
grant program. While 
each of  the board mem-
bers noted support for the 
program, there was hes-
itation from Farrell and 
Mayor Pro-Tem Pamela 
Baldwin about increas-
ing the funding during a 
pandemic.

Both Mayor Jim Nass 
and Commissioner Mi-
chael Fiocco voiced strong 
support for the program. 
Fiocco argued that with 
the “competition with de-
velopment going on in the 
perimeter” of  town, if  the 
board needed to “continue 
to look after downtown” to 
“keep the historic portion 
of  Pittsboro vibrant.” 

Nass added that for years 
the board has dedicated 
itself  to protect old Pitts-
boro and downtown to the 
greatest extent possible.

Fiocco offered some mid-
dle ground for the discus-
sion, suggesting a change to 
the split of ABC funds for 
the fiscal year. Typically, 
the excess revenues from 
the Pittsboro ABC Board 
are split with 40% going 
into the town’s general 
fund and 60% going into an 
ABC fund for a future store. 
He suggested changing the 
split for this year’s excess 
funds — which are estimat-
ed to be more than $240,000 
— to provide a greater 
amount to the town which 
would make funds available 
for Main Street Pittsboro 
and while protecting the 
town’s “rainy day” funds. 

Nass, who formerly chaired 
the local ABC Board, said 
he believed the board was 
in good enough position to 
handle a change in the split 
for this year.

After discussion, the 
board voted unanimously 
to apportion 90% of  the 
excess ABC revenues to 
the town with the remain-
ing 10% staying with the 
ABC Board. Even with 
the extra revenue, the 
Pittsboro Board voted to 
only appropriate $96,000 
to Main Street Pittsboro, 
including the facade 
grant program.

The budget is for the 
fiscal year that begins on 
July 1.

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.
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Looking up to someone not just 
measure of height

These words, of  course, come af-
ter the fact — a characteristic that 

sems to fit my 
nature. I won’t 
say I’m always 
slow or late but 
I’ve been known 
to take awhile 
to get started on 
some things and 
then to drag them 
out until the last 
ounce of  life is 
gone.

It was the realization, I guess, 
that on the calendar last Sunday 
was Father’s Day that got me 
started down this road.

That and the realization that 
July 1, soon to be here, is their 
wedding anniversary date.

It was in 1933.
In Bennettsville, South Carolina. 
They “ran away” — eloped is the 

formal word, I believe. 
Lots of  folks did that then, I’m 

told. For some reason it was easier 
to get married south of  the border 
than at home in North Carolina. 
She was 15; he was 21.

I know, I know...today that 
would be all sorts of  crimes — 
child abuse, crossing state lines, 
underage issues and on and on. 
But then...well, it was different.

She used to tell me she “was 
mature for my age” and she didn’t 
mean just physically.

She grew up the daughter of  
millworkers. Her dad also sub-
sidized providing for their 12 
children by working as postmaster 
of  their little village and her mom 
tended a garden, scrimped and 
saved, and added a cup of  water to 
the soup when necessary. The life 
of  a child then in the days of  the 
Great Depression would, no doubt, 
cause you to grow up in a hurry. 

One day she met a young man 
of  that same village. I never heard 
her say where, when or how; may-
be she always knew him. I don’t 

know. She did say he was a ladies’ 
man...or, at least, he thought he 
was. The first time they went out 
— to church on a Sunday night 
— he was late and she decided he 
wasn’t going to add her as a mark 
in his little black book so she went 
on without him. 

He showed up late at her house 
that evening after she left but 
made sure he was the one who 
walked her home from church.

I don’t know how long the court-
ship lasted but apparently it wasn’t 
extremely lengthy until that day, 
along with another couple as wit-
nesses, they became Mr. and Mrs.

From that union came my two 
brothers and me.

They’ve been gone some time 
now — he left in 1992; she followed 
11 years later. 

I still miss them.
Tremendously.
Think of  them every day.
He left in such a hurry I didn’t 

get to tell him goodbye. Died with 
his boots on. Best way to go. She 
lingered. I spent years telling her 
goodbye until that day.

His was better.
It took me months to stop almost 

picking up the phone or turning 
into the nursing home. Now I look 
at the pictures. Remember them 
when something crosses my mind. 
Need to take out one of  the old 
family VHS tapes and stick it in...
if  I could figure out how to operate 
the mechanism.

I really didn’t have a favorite 
parent; they were just different. 
I’m told sometimes children do 

like one better than the other. I 
suppose that’s true and maybe 
alright. I don’t know from my own 
experience. 

She tended to cut to the chase, 
offering advice and direction 
sometimes without asking. 
“Nobody cares more about your 
welfare than I do,” she’d say at 
those times.

I believe that.
He, on the other hand, would 

let us plow our own field, learn-
ing sometimes the hard way as 
we hit rock after rock. But even 
when things went sour never 
did we hear an “I told you so.” 
It was more like, “What did you 
learn?”

I read something the other day. 
Made me think once again about 
them. It was about fathers, writ-
ten by Margaret Truman. I think 
it applies to me...maybe to you, 
too, if  you care to have it do so.

It said, “It’s only when you grow 
up and step back from him — or 
leave him for your own career and 
your own home — it’s only then 
that you can measure his great-
ness and fully appreciate it.”

Their three sons were all taller 
than both of  them. I remem-
ber once we three surrounded 
him in his living room and took 
turns patting him on top of  his 
head, just messing with him. He 
squirmed and howled in protest 
but I think he liked it — and was 
proud.

We may have been taller but we 
still looked up to them then.

Still do...

The lagging measures of social awareness
Anyone with an abiding 

interest in human behavior 
— and more specifically, the 
nature that drives behavior — 
surely understands the notion 
of  what specialists in those 
related fields call “lagging 
measures.”

When seen in a cultural 
context, a lagging measure is 
the simple expression of  the 
fact that significant changes 
we observe in a society lag 
behind — or follow after a span 
of  time — a preceding change 
in mindset.

In diverse Chatham County, 
there are plenty of  mindsets to 
consider. One manifested itself  
a couple of  weeks ago when 
a peaceful group gathered in 
Siler City, and then a different 
group gathered in Pittsboro 
a day later, in explicit expres-
sions of  racial unity.

A different mindset was man-
ifested in a demonstration of  
differences and disagreement 
in Pittsboro last Thursday. The 
fracas that accompanied that 
clash between Confederate 
flag-wavers and their opposites 
resulted in, among other nas-
tiness, profanity-laden tirades, 
threats, injury and an arrest 
warrant.

What made one of  those 
events different from the 
other? 

It could be the fact that one 
event focused on change — this 
is an example of  lagging mea-
sures brought forward — while 
the other was focused against 
it. It’s the difference in working 
toward something versus work-
ing against something.

As we’ve seen in the wake 
of  COVID-19 and the George 
Floyd killing in Minnesota, 

the “lag” in lagging measures 
can sometimes be signifi-
cantly abbreviated. In other 
words, changes (in procedure, 
in practice, in regulations, in 
beliefs, in relationships) can 
indeed come fast. COVID-19 
has proven that. But when 
conflict remains unresolved 
(To mask up or not? To re-
open or stay closed? To tear 
down historical monuments 
or not? To rename buildings 
or not?) there are usually 
missing pieces to our collec-
tive understanding.

That creates the “lag.”
Writer and social observer 

Seth Godin reminded us of  
this last week when he told the 
story of  the publishing of  the 
periodic table of  elements some 
150 years ago. Remember that 
from high school? Hydrogen, 
Helium, Lithium, Beryllium, 

etc. — all the chemical ele-
ments, arranged by atomic 
number?

When Dmitri Mendeleyev 
created the periodic table in 
1869, he was keenly aware that 
not all elements in existence 
had been discovered. He there-
fore left the appropriate empty 
squares on the periodic table 
blank. He wasn’t sure what 
needed to go there, but genera-
tions of  other scientists knew, 
Godin writes, “to go looking 
for what needed to fill in that 
empty slot.”

Like the fish who isn’t 
aware he’s in water, lack of  
awareness — in other words, 
not knowing there are empty 
slots, or gaps, in our collec-
tive thinking that need filled 
through discovery — creates 
the kind of  chaotic behavior 
that resulted in the pandemo-

nium around the square at 
the historic Chatham County 
Courthouse last week. It re-
sults, too, we’ve witnessed, in a 
purposeless standoff over sym-
bolism, over whether to wear 
face coverings in a pandemic, 
over whether to argue against 
the existence of  systemic rac-
ism, or over how prejudgments 
about a fellow citizen should 
carry any weight.

Behaviors we’ve seen these 
last few weeks suggest proof  
of  lagging measures. They also 
suggest how counterproduc-
tive it is to ignore the gaps in 
thinking, those empty slots in 
our nature, that lead to the kind 
of  chaos we saw in Pittsboro 
last week.

Thinking about how we 
think about things is the best 
way to close the gap on lagging 
measures.

Anger does 
matter

Psychiatrist Elizabeth Kubler-Ross formatted 
her five-stage theory of  grief  after decades of  

counseling dying patients and 
their families. After the death 
of  George Floyd, America has 
witnessed the collective grief  
of  the African-American com-
munity, and the stage that has 
been most prominent is anger.

Anger is often thought of  as 
the tip of  the iceberg. Beneath 
the surface of  anger is pain. At 
a death, particularly a violent 
one, anger is neither misplaced 
nor inappropriate. Anger is an 
expression of  that deep pain.

In seminary, I studied the stag-
es of grief. I also studied the Psalms — a collection 
of 150 hymns of ancient Israel that express a range 
of human emotions, including rage. The most dra-
matic example is found in Psalm 137: “Daughter 
Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy is the one 
who repays you according to what you have done 
to us. Happy is the one who seizes your infants and 
dashes them against the rocks!”

The psalmist uttered this curse after Babylon 
had destroyed Jerusalem. Many of the Israelites 
were slaughtered. The survivors were forced into 
slavery in a foreign land. Psalm 137 represents 
the pain of  a community that has experienced 
this national trauma. We may expect grief  to look 
more like the opening verse of  Psalm 137: By the 
rivers of  Babylon we sat and wept when we re-
membered Zion. But anger is also a part of  grief.

As part of the process, anger needs to be ex-
pressed. Not repressed. To deny anger does not 
make it disappear. The great poet of the Harlem Re-
naissance, Langston Hughes, provocatively asked: 
What happens to a dream deferred? Does it explode?

This is an explosive time. We can expect 
protesters to channel their anger in constructive 
ways which do not lead to the violence of  col-
lateral damage. And yet, we must not deny the 
anger, for this is to deny the pain.

This denial is the reason that many African 
Americans express frustration with the All Lives 
Matter movement. Of  course all lives matter. 
But the current trauma is from the loss of  Black 
lives — those slaughtered unjustly by authori-
ties. To fail to recognize this point is to deny the 
grief  of  a community.

Perhaps by saying “all lives matter,” certain 
well-intentioned people appeal to the final stage 
of  the Kubler-Ross theory: acceptance. At this 
stage, a mourner finds a sense of  closure. He is 
able to move on. She finds a new dream.

But as Hughes put it, a dream deferred is a false 
closure. This is not acceptance but injustice. I am 
reminded of  the prophet Jeremiah, who was alive 
around the same time that Psalm 137 was written: 
Everyone deals falsely. They have treated the 
wound of my people carelessly, saying, “Peace, 
peace,” when there is no peace (Jeremiah 6:13).

Properly understood, the Black Lives Matter 
movement reflects a recent development in the 
theory of  grief  — stage six. This stage is to find 
meaning. To find meaning is not to deny the 
pain, but to assert a new purpose in the after-
math of  loss. It is to clarify goals and values. To 
work toward transformation. 

Making meaning out of the deaths of Black men 
and women is evidenced by a variety of social-jus-
tice initiatives such as police reform, affordable 
housing, living wages and universal health care.

This is an explosive time. But I find hope in 
the past. Psalm 137 was not the final word in the 
Old Testament. After years of  working out the 
grief, pain and anger of  his community, another 
prophet could look at the same collective trauma 
and find meaning: I will also make you a light for 
the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the 
ends of  the earth (Isaiah 49:6). 

Isaiah affirmed the particular lives of a smaller 
community mattered — those lives that had suf-
fered persecution. Only then could all lives matter.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chapel 
in the Pines Presbyterian Church and author of  
Gently Between the Words: Essays and Poems. He 
is currently working from home with his wife and 
three children.
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‘It’s only when you grow up and step back from him — or 
leave him for your own career and your own home — it’s 
only then that you can measure his greatness and fully 
appreciate it.’

MARGARET TRUMAN



UNC’s new president
“Who is Peter Hans?”
This is a question I am getting 

from friends who 
have learned that 
Hans has been 
elected the next 
president of  the 
University of  
North Carolina.

Maybe they 
think that because 
I was once a vice 
president of  the 
university system, 
I still know some-

thing about what is going on there. 
I don’t.

But, yes, I did know almost 30 
years ago when Hans (Class of  1991) 
was part of  a group of  young activist 
student politicians at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, a group that included Gene 
Davis, currently a member of  the 
board of  trustees at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, and Tim Moore, now speaker of  
the state House of  Representatives.

The group contained Republicans 
and Democrats, but they supported 
each other in student politics, and 
were mostly fast friends despite 
their political differences. Said an-
other way, they did not let differenc-
es in partisan politics get in the way 
of  helping each other when they 
could.

Although Hans is still a strong Re-
publican, he continues that tradition 
of  working with people on all sides 
of  the political spectrum. Currently 
president of  the state’s community 
college system, he will begin work at 
the university system on August 1. 
He will succeed Bill Roper, who pro-
vided steady leadership as interim 

president during challenging times 
that featured controversy about 
Confederate monuments, the raging 
coronavirus, and an unusual high 
incidence of  pettiness among some 
members of  the board of  governors.

Roper announced early on that 
he would not be a candidate for the 
permanent position. Beginning in 
August, Hans will have to deal on 
a daily basis with, as he says, “the 
thousands of  questions that are 
being raised and thought through 
as we look forward to a careful and 
helpful reopening.”

In the meantime, Dr. Roper will 
shoulder that burden.

In addition to the health-related 
challenges the virus presents, Hans 
will confront an unprecedented set 
of  financial challenges arising from 
the pandemic. Revenues from the 
state will be down. So will tuition 
payments on all the campuses. Just 
keeping each of  the 17 campuses 
open will be a herculean task.

Hans brings an impressive resume 
to these challenges.

A loyal Republican, Hans worked 
on the staff of  Sen. Lauch Faircloth 
and assisted Elizabeth Dole, Richard 
Burr, and other Republicans. Back 
in North Carolina, he and Demo-
crat former Lt. Gov. Dennis Wicker 
formed a lobbying firm. Hans served 
on the university’s board of  gover-
nors and was chairman for a term.

His ability to work on both sides 
of  the political aisle brought a 
rare joint statement from Gov. Roy 
Cooper, Senate Majority Leader 
Phil Berger, and House Speaker 
Tim Moore: “Peter Hans has done 
tremendous work as president of  the 

N.C. Community College System, 
and he’s the right choice for UNC 
System President. That we all agree 
on Peter is a testament to the respect 
he commands as an able, competent 
leader.”

Some, perhaps many, faculty 
members across the system may 
complain that their new leader is 
not an academic, lacking the PhD 
that many consider essential for 
an academic leadership career. But 
since the creation of  the multi-cam-
pus Consolidated University of  
North Carolina in 1931, none of  the 
presidents (Frank Porter Graham, 
Gordon Gray, William Friday, Dick 
Spangler, Molly Broad, Erskine 
Bowles, Tom Ross, and Margaret 
Spellings) were PhDs. Their suc-
cess, or lack of  it, came from their 
political skills, their management 
and organizational efforts, and their 
ability to inspire faculty, legislators, 
students, and campus supporters.

Hans’ experience in the man-
agement and governance of  North 
Carolina higher education and his 
talents in working in the state’s 
political jungle arguably have pre-
pared him better for the president’s 
job than any of  his predecessors 
when they began work.

All North Carolinians, whether 
they agree with me or not, should 
wish Hans good luck in his new job.

He is going to need it.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina 
Bookwatch” at 11 a.m. Sundays and 
5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. The 
program also airs on the North Caro-
lina Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and 
other times.

A plea for Chatham 
neighbors to wear masks
TO THE EDITOR:

Dear Chatham County neigh-
bors, 

This is a personal plea in 
which I ask you from my heart 
to please wear a mask over 
your mouth and nose in public.

Both of  my young children 
have histories of  post-infectious 
autoimmune reactions, where 
their bodies started to destroy 

themselves due to autoimmune 
disorder. So, both my 6-year-old 
and my 9-year-old are at higher 
risk of  developing MIS-C, the 
mysterious Kawasaki dis-
ease-like syndrome seen in 
some children with COVID-19. 
MIS-C is a post-infectious auto-
immune reaction to the novel 
coronavirus.

COVID-19 would be scary 
enough but because of  what 
we’ve gone through MIS-C 
scares me way more. Some 
children have died from 

MIS-C. Those who survive 
it may have lifelong organ 
damage.

My wife lives with Type 1 
Diabetes and Hashimoto’s 
Disease, both of  which put her 
at high risk of  severe illness or 
death from COVID-19. 

I am lucky to be able to work 
from home during this pan-
demic. We have nearly every-
thing delivered and we have 
stayed out of  public places 
since mid-March. We’ve had 
no play dates. Early on, we 

self-isolated to protect my chil-
dren’s grandparents, and even 
still, we visit only outdoors 
and at distance. We are doing 
everything we can to keep 
from being exposed. 

But occasionally we need 
things that can’t be delivered 
and I have to enter stores.

Today as I walked into 
Food Lion, three other peo-
ple were walking in with me. 
I was the only one wearing a 
mask.

When you wear a mask, you 

are protecting yourself  and 
other people. You are not only 
protecting the people you see 
around you in the store — you 
are also protecting their high 
risk family members they’ve 
left at home.

Like my 6- and 9-year-old 
children.

Please wear masks in public.
John Bonitz

Pittsboro
Mr. Bonitz is a member 

of  the Pittsboro Board of  
Commissioners.

State’s 
economic 

recovery is 
too slow

During the month of  May, 38 states saw their 
unemployment rates drop as governments eased 

COVID-19 restrictions and al-
lowed more businesses to open 
and individuals return to work.

In North Carolina, Gov. 
Roy Cooper eased COVID-19 
restrictions during May, as 
well. But his phased reopening 
was relatively slow and nar-
row. Not coincidentally, North 
Carolina bucked the national 
trend — and not in a good way. 
Our unemployment rate in May 
was 12.9%, unchanged from 
April. That’s higher than in any 
of  our neighboring states. It’s 

higher than the Southeastern average of  11.5%.
Other labor-market indicators did tick up-

ward. North Carolina’s employment-to-popu-
lation ratio was 50.4% in May, up from 49% in 
April. And North Carolina employers added 
some 67,000 net new jobs in May.

So, even Cooper’s limited reopening plan was 
helpful. But such glacial progress is not an adequate 
response to the economic challenge facing North 
Carolina. Our employment rate is still lower than 
that of our neighbors. And those 67,000 new jobs in 
May came after a stunning 616,000 jobs went away 
in March and April. Our state is replacing our lost 
jobs at a rate slower than the national average.

Yes, I know Cooper’s cautious approach is 
intended to reduce COVID-19 deaths. I also know 
that recent increases in cases and hospitalizations 
have prompted some to argue North Carolina is 
reopening too quickly, not too slowly. I recognize 
public officials are under extreme pressure and 
face difficult questions with no easy answers.

But I’m not persuaded that North Carolina is 
right and most other states in the Southeast are 
wrong. There is no consistent pattern in regula-
tions and COVID deaths. Virginia (tightly re-
stricted) and Georgia (less restricted) have higher 
deaths per capita than North Carolina. But South 
Carolina’s is roughly the same and Tennessee’s is 
lower. Both have fewer restrictions and are expe-
riencing more rapid economic recoveries.

Increases in testing explain most of  the recent 
increases in North Carolina’s confirmed cases. 
It’s also one of  the explanations for the hospi-
talization trend. As North Carolinians return 
to hospitals to receive surgeries deferred from 
the spring, some are testing positive for COVID. 
It’s not the reason they were admitted, and their 
COVID symptoms might be mild or nonexistent, 
but they are still in the COVID count.

That’s not all that’s happening, to be sure. If  you 
look at North Carolina’s latest statewide reports, 
you’ll see that that the share of visits to emergency 
departments by patients with COVID-like symp-
toms has been fluctuating within a narrow range 
of about 2.5% to 2.7% since early May. There are 
still North Carolinians getting sick, not just getting 
infected. But there has been no increase in the 
share of those emergency-room patients who end 
up being hospitalized or placed in intensive care. 
Indeed, those shares went down last week, not up.

So far, deaths from COVID-19 in North Caroli-
na have continued to follow a downward trend, 
not an upward trend. By all means we should 
monitor these trends over time. But state leaders 
should accompany such vigilance with a stron-
ger emphasis on economic recovery.

Remember that lost jobs and incomes have ad-
verse social and medical consequences, as well. 
North Carolina’s state and local governments 
are also grappling with massive budget deficits 
that will lead to sharp reductions in public ser-
vices and employment. A more robust economic 
recovery — opening gyms, entertainment ven-
ues, and other sectors still shuttered or severely 
constrained by Cooper’s executive orders — will 
help to soften the public-sector blow by produc-
ing new revenue and creating job opportunities 
for those displaced by cuts in government.

In February, before COVID-19 hit, 59.4% of North 
Carolina adults were employed and our jobless rate 
was 3.6%. Of course it will be quite a while before 
our labor market recovers to that extent. That’s why 
every month counts. Every month we keep parts 
of our economy sidelined will be another month of  
frustration, loss, and despair for far too many North 
Carolinians who simply want to get back to work.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) is chairman of  the 
John Locke Foundation and appears on “N.C. 
SPIN,” broadcast statewide at 7:30 p.m. Fridays 
and at 12:30 p.m. Sundays on UNC-TV.

Are we in for a strong economic recovery?
My best friend at N.C. 

State was a physicist. We 
had 
much in 
common. 
We were 
both 
trans-
plants 
from the 
north. 
Our 
spouses 
taught 
elemen-
tary 

school. We were passion-
ate baseball fans. He grew 
up in New England, so he 
rooted for the Boston Red 
Sox, while I cheered for 
the team of  my birthplace, 
the Cincinnati Reds. We 
also enjoyed weightlifting 
at the Hillsborough Street 
YMCA in Raleigh.

My friend has been 
retired for over a decade. 
He’s amazed I’m still 
working, soon starting 
year 43. Before he retired, 
my friend — whose spe-
cialty was water dynamics 
— developed models for 
predicting the number 
and severity of  hurricanes 
each season. Around this 
time each year he’d be 
receiving a lot of  media 
attention.

We used to tease each 
other about who had the 
better track record for 
their forecasts — he for 
the number of  hurricanes, 
or me for predicting the 
direction of  the economy. 
After a couple of  years 
of  poor forecasts by my 
friend, I told him I was 
now going to expect the 
opposite of  what he said: 
that is, if  he expected an 
active hurricane season, I 
would assume a mild sea-
son, and if  he said mild, I 
would anticipate active!

My friend is probably 
laughing now about the 
latest big missed forecast 

by economists, includ-
ing yours truly. As most 
know, the economy has 
been weighed down by 
government orders closing 
businesses and restricting 
travel in order to limit 
infections, hospitalizations 
and deaths from the coro-
navirus.  

As a result, national and 
state economies have suf-
fered, with millions losing 
their jobs and signing up 
for unemployment com-
pensation. In April, un-
employment rates hit the 
mid-teens. When the May 
job numbers for the nation 
were released a couple 
of  weeks ago, almost all 
economic forecasters saw 
millions of  more lost jobs 
and an unemployment 
rate reaching 20%.  

These predictions made 
sense given that most 
states didn’t begin soften-
ing restrictions on busi-
nesses and workers until 
late May. And even once 
some businesses reopened, 
it was widely thought 
people would be cautious 
and only slowly return to 
visiting stores and restau-
rants.

Well, economists were 
wrong — indeed, very 
wrong. Instead of  mil-
lions — some economists 
thought as many as 8 mil-
lion — of  additional jobs 
being cut in May and the 
jobless rate soaring to 20% 
or above, the exact oppo-
site happened. Nationally, 
2.5 million jobs were add-
ed, and the unemployment 
rate went down, not up.  

The good news contin-
ued in our state. Although 
the unemployment rate 
was the same in May as 
in April in North Caro-
lina, during May almost 
120,000 more individuals 
were employed than in the 
previous month.

First, let me say — and 

I think I speak for most 
economists — if  I have to 
be wrong, I’d rather be 
wrong predicting a bad 
outcome and be surprised 
by a good outcome. Still, 
this mistaken forecast was 
a doozy. Why were most 
economists so off with 
their predictions?

First, we may have 
underestimated how 
anxious consumers were 
to get out and spend when 
they could. They had what 
economists call pent-up 
demand, meaning con-
sumers were just itching 
to spend.

In addition, consumers 
had the ability to spend. 
Although unemployment 
has been high, the federal 
government supplement-
ed state unemployment 
checks to make them com-
parable to — and some-
times better than — the 
income that many were 
receiving from working. 
Add to this the stimulus 
checks that most people 
received, and the situation 
is that many households 
have been flush with cash. 
When the opportunity 
came to spend some of  it, 
they did.

Actually, the strong 
rebound in the economy 
during May is in line with 
the predictions of  a few 
economists, one of  them 
being Jason Furman, who 
was President Obama’s 
chief  economic adviser 
for several years. Furman 
thinks there will be a rapid 
snap-back during the ini-
tial months of  the econom-
ic recovery from the virus, 
but then followed by much 
slower growth.

So, what are we to 
think? Will the economy 
shoot upward like a rocket 
during the next several 
months? The problem for 
economists is we don’t 
have a previous playbook 

to follow. We’ve never 
had a recession that was 
mandated by the govern-
ment in order to control a 
pandemic.  

Plus, there are many 
balls in the air, and we just 
don’t know where they’ll 
land. How will cases and 
hospitalizations change 
as the economy opens and 
more people interact? If  
the answer is “badly,” will 
states have to reinstitute 
some restrictions? Also, 
will the virus return in 
the winter, and if  so, how 
strongly? Finally, and 
perhaps most importantly, 
when will there first be a 
treatment available, and 
then — ultimately — when 
will a vaccine be perfected 
and ready to be used?

One factor is for sure. 
The coronavirus has 
caused permanent losses 
to the economy. We can’t 
recover all the sales, 
revenues and incomes that 
have been lost since Febru-
ary. Sure, the government 
has tried to fill the gap, but 
those funds were either 
borrowed from the future 
or created without any 
real substantive backing.

But a faster economic 
recovery will help. If  ev-
erything works in the best 
way, the virus will soon 
subside and then vanish, 
allowing buying, jobs and 
incomes to come back. 
Then, a year from now, the 
coronavirus will be a bad 
memory.

Is his wishful thinking? 
You decide.

Mike Walden is a Reynolds 
Distinguished Professor 
and Extension Economist 
in the Department of  
Agricultural and Re-
source Economics at North 
Carolina State University 
who teaches and writes on 
personal finance, economic 
outlook and public policy. 
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OBITUARIES

RAEFORD THOMAS 
HAYES

Raeford Thomas Hayes, 68, 
of  Bear Creek, died Wednesday, 
June 17, 2020 at UNC Hospitals, 
Chapel Hill.

A graveside service was held 
at 3 p.m. Monday, June 22, 2020 
at Pleasant Grove Christian 
Church, with Rev. David Ed-
wards officiating.

Mr. Hayes was born July 
10, 1951 in Chatham County 
to Ralph Thomas and Wilma 
Phillips Hayes. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents; his 
wife, Brenda Brafford Hayes; 
brothers, Henry C. “Shorty” 
Hayes, Lacy E. Hayes, Ralph 
“Jack” Hayes, Jr., Hobart 
Hayes, Norman L. “Joe” Hayes, 
and Jerry W. Hayes. He was 
employed by Collins & Aikman 
(Joan Fabrics). 

Survivors include a daughter, 
Marsha Hayes of Bear Creek; sis-
ters, Barbara Ann Tesh of Robbins, 
Irene Atkins and Shirley DeBoard, 
both of Siler City; and brother, 
John Henry Hayes of Robbins.

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

CLAUDIO SANJUAN 
TRINIDAD

Claudio Sanjuan Trinidad, 
63, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 
UNC Hospitals, Chapel Hill.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home.

SHARON AMANDA 
ALSTON

Sharon Amanda Alston, 33, 
of  Asheboro, passed away on 
Thursday, June 18, 2020. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
and Son, Siler City.

RONALD REGISTER 
REECE

Ronald Register Reece, 64, 
of  Pittsboro, died Wednesday, 
June 17, 2020.

A private memorial service 
will be held. 

He was born in Robeson 
County, on April 16, 1956 to 
Shirley Ann Register.

He is also survived by daugh-
ters, Anna Reece and Brittany 
Reece Poletta, both of  Pittsboro, 
Casey Reece Ketchel of  Apex; 
and three grandchildren. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
asks for donations to be made 
in his memory to the American 
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 22718, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73123.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.donaldsonfunerals.com .

LARRY DALE MCKEE
Larry Dale McKee, 59, of  San-

ford, passed away on Tuesday, 
June 16, 2020 at his home.

A memorial service will be 
held at 2 p.m. on June 27, 2020 at 
Rocky Fork Christian Church 
Cemetery with Rev. Vanya 
Mullinax officiating.

He was born in Fulton, MO 
on July 6, 1960 to the late Larry 
Gene and Sandra Grabb McK-
ee. He worked many years in 
construction.

Larry is survived by his 
brother, Fred McKee.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

TOMMY MAURICE 
BARROW

Tommy Maurice Barrow, 31, 
of  Apex, passed away Friday, 
June 19, 2020 at his residence.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

JUDITH WILKIE FOWLER
Judith Wilkie Fowler, 79, 

passed away on Monday, June 
15, 2020 at the Fox Hollow Assist-
ed Living Facility in Pinehurst.

Due to current events, a 
private memorial service will 
be held at a later date. Interest-
ed parties should contact the 
family for details. 

Judy was born and raised 
in Sanford, graduating from 
Sanford Central High, studying 
extensively throughout her 
lifetime, always sharing her 
knowledge through teaching. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert Lewis 
Fowler, her mother, Margue-
rite Smith Wilkie, her father 
Gordon W. Wilkie, and brother, 
Stephen Patrick Wilkie.

Survivors include her son, 
Nathaniel Fowler; one grand-
son; and a sister, Fynne Wilkie 
Fowler of  Morganton. 

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

BOBBIE LEE SEAGROVES 
THOMAS

Bobbie Lee Seagroves Thom-
as, 85, of  Sanford, passed away 
on Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 
The Addison of  Fuquay-Varina.  

Graveside funeral services 
will be conducted at 2 p.m. Sun-
day, June 21, 2020 at the Shallow 
Well Church Cemetery with 
Rev. Robert Thomas officiating.

She was born in Lee County 
on April 18, 1935, daughter 
of  the late Charlie Hubert 
Seagroves and Evelyn Marie 
Badgett Sellars. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
and her husband, Wilbur F. 
“Bud” Thomas. Bobbie was 
a member of  Shallow Well 
Church, the Office Manager 
at Womble Chevrolet, and a 
Librarian at West Lee Middle 
School for many years.

Surviving are her daughter, San-
dra Marie Thomas of Fuquay-Va-
rina; a son, Jimmy Gray Thomas 
of Mooresville; sister, Janice 
Seagroves Johnston of Goldston; 
and three grandchildren.

Online condolences can be 
made at: www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

KATHLEEN FOUST 
BROWN

Kathleen Foust Brown, 86, of  
Bennett passed away Thursday, 
June 18, 2020 at the Hospice 
House of  Randolph.

A graveside service was be 
held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 
21, 2020 at Mt. Zion U.M.C. 

Kathleen was born on Septem-
ber 28, 1933 to Gurney L. and Ge-
neva Anderson Foust. She was a 
member of Mt. Zion U.M.C. and 
a poultry farmer. In addition to 
her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, Edward 
Arnold “Curly” Brown, five 
brothers and one sister.

Survivors include a sister, 
Kay Houtchins of  Burlington; 
and a brother, John Wesley 
Brown of  Bennett.

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made to: Mt. Zion 
U.M.C. Cemetery Fund, 8616 
Curtis Powers Road, Bennett, 
NC 27208.

Condolences may be offered 
online at: www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

WILMA LEE DEBOARD 
BOWMAN

Wilma Lee DeBoard Bow-
man, 85, of  Siler City died 
Monday, June 15, 2020 at 
Randolph Hospice House in 
Asheboro. 

A graveside service was held 
at 2 p.m. Friday, June 19, 2020 at 
Moon’s Chapel Baptist Church 
Cemetery with Dr. Patrick 
Fuller and Rev. Frank Taylor 
officiating.

Mrs. Bowman was born Oc-
tober 22, 1934 in Smyth Coun-
ty, VA, the daughter of  Walter 
Glenn and Mary Evelyn Parks 
DeBoard. She was retired 
from Selig Manufacturing, 
and was preceded in death by 
her parents; her husband, Otis 
Clinton Bowman; and sisters, 
Jessie McGlocklin and Janet 
Fagg. 

She is survived by daugh-
ters, Carol B. Bray and Rose B. 
Staley, both of  Siler City, Bon-
nie B. Trogdon of  Ramseur; 
son, Curtis Bowman of  Siler 
City; brothers, Sterling De-
Board of  VA and Joe DeBoard 
of  Siler City; eleven grandchil-
dren, and 20 great-grandchil-
dren. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials 
may be made to the Randolph 
Hospice House or to the Cancer 
Society.

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com. 

LAKEISHA MONAY 
WASHINGTON

LaKeisha Monay Washing-
ton, 39, of  Sanford, passed 
on Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 
Central Carolina Hospital.

The funeral service was 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, June 19, 
2020 at Knotts Funeral Home, 
with burial following at Minter 
Cemetery. 

BERTHA MAE WOODS
Bertha Mae Woods, 80, of  

Sanford, passed away Wednes-
day, June 17, 2020 at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

Graveside services were held 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, June 23, 
2020 at Tempting Congregation-
al Church Cemetery. 

MARY LEE (TILLMAN) 
DUNLAP

Mary Lee Tillman Dunlap, 
80, of  Sanford, passed away Sat-
urday, June 13, 2020 at Moore 
Regional Hospital. 

The funeral service was held 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday, June 24, 
2020 at Knotts Funeral Home, 
with interment following at 
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

WILKIE RAY MCCRIMMON
Mr. Wilkie Ray McCrimmon, 

age 78 of  Sanford, passed away 
on Sunday, June 20, 2020 at his 
residence.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home in Pittsboro.

MONICO VALDEZ 
GONZALEZ

Mr. Monico Valdez Gonzalez, 
age 58 of  100 South 8th Street, 
Sanford, NC transitioned into 
eternal rest on Saturday, June 
20, 2020. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

CLARA MAE MANESS 
KENNEDY

Clara Mae Maness Ken-
nedy, 84, of  Robbins passed 
away Monday, June 22, 2020 
at First Health Hospice 
House. 

Due to the current 
COVID-19 mandate, a pri-
vate family graveside ser-
vice will be held at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 at 
the Kennedy Family Ceme-
tery with Rev. Robert Kidd 
presiding.

Clara was born in Moore 
County on January 20, 1936 
to Dewey W. and Layla Kidd 
Maness. She attended Put-
nam Friends Church and 
installed drywall. Along with 
her parents, she was preced-
ed in death by her husband, 
James “Danny” Kennedy, Sr., a 
daughter, Deborah L. Maness, 
a sister, Velma Garner and 
brothers, Jim Maness and Bill 
Maness. 

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Patricia Morgan of  Eagle 
Springs; sons, James Danny 
Kennedy, Jr. of  the home 
and Billy Ray Kennedy of  
Robbins; and three grandchil-
dren. 

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com .

ATLAS LEE BOONE
Atlas Lee Boone, 85, of  

Pittsboro, died Friday, June 
12, 2020 at Parkview Health 
& Rehabilitation in Chapel 
Hill. 

There are no services 
planned at this time. 

Atlas was born in Chatham 
County, on October 19, 1934 to 
the late Andrew J. and Mozelle 
Bryan Boone. He was also 
preceded in death by brothers, 
Andrew Newton Boone, James 
C. Boone, Robert Bryan Boone, 
and sisters, Mozelle Penny 
Boone, Etta Marie Clegg John-
son, and Annie Estelle Smith 
Deese. 

Surviving is one brother, 
Arthur Lewis Boone. 

Condolences may be made at: 
www.donaldsonfunerals.com .

NANCY JEAN PARLIER
Nancy Jean Parlier, 84, of  

Siler City, died Sunday, June 21, 
2020 at her residence.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
June 25, 2020 in the Smith 
& Buckner Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial will be at 2 p.m. 
at Glencoe United Methodist 
Church Cemetery in Summer-
field. 

Mrs. Parlier was born Jan-
uary 7, 1936 in Madison, the 
daughter of  James and Sallie 
Barham Woods. She was a cook 
at area restaurants. 

She is survived by daugh-
ters, Sally Jones and Annie 
Marie Bright; sons, Buddy 
Ray Thompson, Sr., Danny 
Thompson, Freddie Calvin 
Thompson and Buddy L. 
Thompson, Jr.; 20 grandchil-
dren and 34 great-grandchil-
dren.

JERICHO JUNIOR MOSER
Jericho Junior Moser, 32, 

of  Bear Creek, died Saturday, 
June 20, 2020.

The family will receive 
friends from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, June 25, 2020 at 
Smith & Buckner Funeral 
Home. 

A graveside service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, June 
26, 2020 at Meroney United 
Methodist Church Cemetery 
with Baxter Moore officiat-
ing. 

Jericho was born June 20, 
1988 in Alamance County to 
Elvis Moser and Cathy Nun-
nery. He was a self-employed 
mechanic. He was preceded 
in death by his maternal 
grandmother: Deborah Nun-
nery. 

He is survived by his father, 
Elvis Moser; his mother, Cathy 
Nunnery; brother, Jody Harris 
of  Bear Creek; sister, Morgan 
Moser of  Graham; maternal 
grandfather, Roger Nunnery 
of  Bear Creek; and paternal 
grandmother, Mary John Scott 
of  Siler City.

Smith & Buckner Funeral 
Home is assisting the Moser 
family.

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com .

LULA MAE (TAYLOR) GILL
Lula Mae Taylor Gill, 80, 

passed on Friday, June 19, 2020 
at Chatham Commons Assisted 
Living in Cary.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

CECIL ULYSESS DAVIS 
Cecil Ulysess Davis, age 81, of  Chap-

el Hill, died Monday, June 15, 2020 at 
UNC Hospital. 

Cecil was born in Old Fort, North 
Carolina on April 27, 1939 to the late 
Richard Clyde Davis and Margaret 
Lytle Davis. He was also preceded in 
death by one brother, Roger Davis.

Surviving relatives include his wife 
Anna Davis; two sons, Spencer Davis 
and wife Susan of  Chapel Hill, Robert 
Davis of  Old Fort, NC; one brother, 
C.L. Davis and wife Judy of  Morgan-
ton; two sisters, Doris Meadows of  

Asheville, NC, Grace Elliott of  Old Fort, NC; four grandchil-
dren, Brittany Vickers and husband Mitch, Wesley Davis and 
wife Ashlei, John Davis, Holly Davis, and two great-grand-
children, Bristol Vickers and Bentley Davis. 

A graveside service will be held Thursday, June 18, 2020 
at 11 a.m. at Lystra Baptist Church Cemetery with Rev. Tim 
Williford presiding. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks for donations to be made 
in Cecil’s memory to Disabled American Veterans (DAV), P.O. 
Box 14301, Cincinnati, Ohio 45250-0301.

Condolences may be made at: www.donaldsonfunerals.
com.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to serve 
the Davis family.

A6   |   Chatham News + Record   |   JUNE 25-JULY 1, 2020

CARL R. GRANATH 
(1930 - 2020)
Carl Granath was the life of  the 

party if  you could get him to go. He 
was a lifelong liberal arts student. 
Carl served in the Air Force during 
the Korean War shooting a camera 
in the south of  France while devel-
oping an enduring love of  languages. 
He was in demand as a writer, art 
director and voice talent during his 
long career with major advertis-
ing agencies in Chicago but hated 
watching commercials. He was an 
animator and cartoonist who grew up 

idolizing Walt Disney and Charles Shultz but it was his work 
as a songwriter and lyricist that inspired cartoonists. Carl’s 
“Armour Hot Dog Song” was featured in Pixar’s animated 
feature “Monsters Inc” and on an episode of  “The Simpsons.” 
Carl worked with comedians Steve Allen and John Cleese, 
Chicago Bears legend Walter Payton and country music star 
Roy Clark. He created countless logos, t-shirts, invitations 
and posters for different causes and projects throughout his 
career. Pittsboro’s City Hall still flies the flag Carl designed. 
Carl was a talented painter, an avid tennis player and skier. 
The Parkinson’s group with Fearrington Cares provided 
support and friendship to Carl and Anne for many years. 
Carl was a lover not a fighter, but he battled the symptoms of  
Parkinson’s Disease with patience and humor for 24 years. 
Carl passed away on May 28 at the age of  89.

Carl considered it his greatest good fortune to have mar-
ried Anne Williams. Through 62 years of  marriage and a life 
lived in Chicago and Winnetka, Illinois and then Fearrington 
Village, North Carolina, he never stopped marveling at her 
good heart and selfless generosity.

Carl was a loving husband, brother and father. He is 
survived by his wife Anne, his son Bruce Granath and 
daughter-in-law Erika Löwstedt-Granath, his daughter Cathy 
Granath Kimble, his son-in-law Rick Kimble, his four adored 
grandchildren August and Alexander Granath, Matthew and 
Helen Kimble, as well as in-laws Jan Granath, Betty Tukey, 
Hugh and Diane Williams. Carl was preceded in death by his 
beloved big brother, John Granath, as well his parents, Carl 
Eugene and Helen Margaret Granath.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, a memorial celebration in 
Carl’s honor will be scheduled at a later date.

Remembrances may be sent to Fearrington Cares which 
had an impact on Carl’s life: https://fearringtoncares.org/
donate/

Condolences may be shared at: cremationsocietync.com.

BARRY NEWLIN 
Mr. Barry Newlin was born No-

vember 11, 1950 in Siler City, the son 
of  the late Alfred Cyrus and Sarah 
Janell Moody Newlin.

Barry was employed as a general 
contractor for most of  his life. Later 
on, he became the owner of  Newlin 
Construction, LLC. He had a strong 
love for the Lord, claiming to be a 
wealthy man from all the love sur-
rounding his life. His pride and joy 
were his children and grandchildren, 
followed closely by his family and 
friends. He was never without a story 

to tell. He found great joy in dancing, which brought him 
many of  the closest friends he has today. 

He is survived by daughters: Kelly Newlin Martin and 
husband Brian, Claire Newlin McDowell and husband Cody, 
Angelina Esposito and husband Jake of  Conway, SC; sons, 
Daniel Dean Newlin and wife Dayna York of  Cary, Matthew 
Antonicello of  Greensboro; sister, Cynthia Newlin Bari of  
Montclair, NJ; brothers, Gerald Newlin of  Siler City, William 
Newlin of  Burlington; his lady friend, Frances Antonicello of  
Pleasant Garden; grandsons Levi and Isaac Martin; grand-
son, Neill McDowell; and granddaughter, Mila Rose Esposito.

The family received friends Tuesday, June 23, 2020 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home. The funeral was 
held Wednesday at 2 p.m. at Center United Methodist Church, 
9204 Center Church Road, Snow Camp with Pastor Michael 
Barrett officiating.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home will be handling arrange-
ments. 

Online condolences may be made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com . 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to Samaritans 
Purse, Hand of  Hope, www.joycemyer.org or to Charles Stan-
ley, www.intouch.org.

NEWS BRIEFS
CAC offering $10,000 to local 

arts organizations
PITTSBORO — The Chatham Arts 

Council announced the availability of  
its annual Grassroots Arts Grants, a 
program aimed to help organizations 
do amazing work through the arts. The 
CAC is now accepting online applica-
tions. 

The CAC serves as the designated 

county partner to the North Carolina 
Arts Council in awarding the funds to 
local organizations. Cash grants range 
from $500 to $2,500, and are typically 
used for program expenses (i.e., art-
ists’ fees, space rental) or operating 
expenses for arts organizations. Areas 
of  particular interest for the CAC are 
local artist fees/fair payment to artists 
and outreach to diverse or underserved 
communities.

Organizations applying must:
• Have been in operation for at least 

one year as a 501(c)(3)
• Have an arts mission, or a program 

that uses the arts to help accomplish the 
organization’s mission;

• Be based in Chatham County, or car-
ry out the project in Chatham County.

The CAC is offering a Zoom meeting 
with applicants who may have questions 
about the process from 3 – 4:30 p.m. on 

July 14. Interested persons should RSVP 
to Jenni Detwiler via Jenni@Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org. The deadline for 
applications and supporting materials 
is July 31.

For more information on the Grass-
roots Arts Grants, or to apply, visit 
https://www.chathamartscouncil.org/
grassroots-arts-grants 

— CN+R staff reports
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bullhorn. Just prior to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, the pro-Confederate group left the 
courthouse grounds and walked its 
way toward the parking lot adjacent to 
Beggers and Choosers, which rests on 
the northeast quadrant of  the circle, 
where they were parked. 

The video shows that as they walked, 
the shouting continued with one of  
the pro-Confederates saying “We’ll 
be back” as a counter-protester on 
a bullhorn shouted at them. Several 
counter-protesters stood in front of  
one the pro-Confederate’s vehicle 
while counter-protesters tried to urge 
them to let them leave. As the count-
er-protesters moved away, a fight broke 
out with pro-Confederates using their 
flags — some of  which were attached 
to hockey sticks — as weapons. The 
video shows a female counter-protester 
sitting on the steps with a bloodied 
nose and face. She was later identified 
by the Pittsboro Police Department in-
vestigation report as Courtney Ritter. 
An ambulance was called to the scene, 
but it was unclear whether Ritter’s 
injuries required hospitalization.

Police arrived at the scene to 
disperse the crowd. Pittsboro Police 
Lieutenant Carrol Swain later inves-
tigated the fight using video from the 
scene from Pittman’s posting. As a 
result, the Pittsboro Police Depart-
ment issued warrants for the arrest of  
Parnell for felony assault with a deadly 
weapon inflicting serious bodily injury 
and four misdemeanor charges includ-
ing assault on a female, inciting a riot, 
disorderly conduct and impeding traf-
fic. As of  press time, those warrants 
had not yet been served. 

Other residents of  Pittsboro seem 
to be taking a different kind of  stand 
against the pro-Confederate flaggers. 
Last week, Lea Ciceraro of  Chatham 
County started a GoFundMe to raise 
funds for a “Black Lives Matters” bill-
board on U.S. Hwy. 64 East Business. 
The billboard’s proposed location is 
adjacent to the property of  Sam White, 
a Pittsboro resident who was arrested 
early in the protests for driving a back-
hoe laden with Confederate mem-
orabilia down Sanford Road where 
protesters were facing off over a Con-
federate flag that was installed across 
from Horton Middle School. The 
school, formerly Horton High School, 
was the historic African-American 
high school prior to desegregation. 
White currently has a Confederate flag 
hanging on the property.

“Pittsboro, North Carolina, is a 
close-knit small town filled with kind 
hearts, artists, farmers, families, and a 
community that is here to change the 
world for the better,” the GoFundMe 
page description reads. “Those Confed-
erate flags do NOT represent who we 

are as a community. It is important for 
us now more than ever as a communi-
ty to show our support for #BLACK-
LIVESMATTER, with that message 
on a billboard that is counter to the 
confederate flags next to it.”

The original goal of  $1,000 was met 
so quickly that the organizer expand-
ed the goal to $6,500 to fund an entire 
year. After reaching close to that goal, 
it was increased to $10,000 and any 
additional funds would go toward a 
scholarship fund “that supports racial 
equity here in Chatham County.” As 
of  Monday, the fund had raised $7,410. 
The estimated date for installation is 
not yet known.

As for the incident on Thursday, 
Pittman, who took the cell phone 
video, told WRAL, “It was like a mob 
attacking individuals with different 
poles and sticks and different things of  
that nature. And that is highly unac-
ceptable.”

Pro-Confederate protesters have 
stated on social media and at gather-
ings they plan to continue to demon-
strate at the site.

“Every chance I get,” Robert But-
ler told WRAL. “We’re not backing 
down. We told them when they took 
that statue, we’re not backing down. 
And we will not back down. That’s our 
history.”

Casey Mann can be reached at Casey-
Mann@Chathamnr.com.

PROTESTS
Continued from page A1

Duke Energy ‘Hire North 
Carolina’ list promotes ‘local’ 

for construction projects 
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

CHARLOTTE — Duke 
Energy is seeking North 
Carolina-based business-
es, including women- and 
minority-owned compa-
nies, to register with its 
“Hire North Carolina” 
list.

Corporate spokesper-
son Meredith Archie 
said the company has 
been working for years 
to “diversify and ex-
pand its supply chain” 
through its supplier 
diversity team. As a 
result of  those efforts, 
Duke Energy spent 
$1.7 billion with North 
Carolina suppliers, in-
cluding more than $316 
million with women- or 
minority-owned North 
Carolina businesses in 
2019 alone.

Last year, the N.C. 
Utilities Commission 
instituted a “Hire North 
Carolina” rule which will 
go into effect on July 1 of  
this year. Duke Energy 
and the Commission have 
been working together for 
the past year, providing 
feedback, to create the 
final language for the 

program. Duke Energy’s 
Hire North Carolina list is 
part of  that rule.

“The rule itself  is a 
great compliment to what 
we’re already doing,” 
Archie said. “It put for-
mality, transparency and 
reporting to the outreach 
initiative that we have 
undertaken for several 
years now. ”

Duke Energy is devel-
oping a list of  contractors 
in North Carolina, includ-
ing women and minori-
ty-owned businesses, to 
be considered for utility 
projects that exceed 
$700,000 in the state. This 
includes new construc-
tion, extension projects 
and other utility and re-
pair projects. The list will 
be provided to the N.C. 
Utilities Commission, as 
well as contractors Duke 
Energy uses to encourage 
them to choose North 
Carolina-based business-
es for their sub-contract-
ing work.

It will also be coor-
dinating with colleges, 
universities and trade 
schools to “raise aware-
ness of  career opportu-
nities” for these types of  
projects. The company 

will be sending annual 
reports “detailing the 
progress” of  the program 
to the N.C. Utilities Com-
mission.

“We want to continue 
to support job creation 
and investment with 
suppliers, vendors and 
contractors who, like 
many of  our team mem-
bers, are proud to call 
North Carolina home,” 
Melody Birmingham, 
senior vice president of  
supply chain and chief  
procurement officer for 
Duke Energy said. “Hire 
North Carolina will be a 
useful resource for Duke 
Energy to expand access 
to our local and diverse 
talent for construction 
projects.” 

Duke Energy is en-
couraging North Caro-
lina-based and minori-
ty-owned contractors and 
subcontractors to join the 
program. Information on 
registering for the Hire 
North Carolina program 
can be found at duke-en-
ergy.com/partner-with-
us/suppliers. 

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.
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Screenshot from Facebook video

A clash between pro-Confederate 
protesters and counter-protesters 
resulted in an injury and warrants 
being issued for Tommy Parnell of 
Surry County for assault.
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Events listed are subject 
to change in consider-
ation of  closures due to 
the coronavirus. Reach 
out to the individual 
Churches prior to events 
to verify.

LOVES CREEK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Outdoor services will con-
tinue at Loves Creek Baptist 
Church, beginning at 10 
a.m. on Sunday morning. 

Bring your chairs and join 
us in the shade or you may 
still listen in your vehicle. 
You are always welcome.

The church is located 
at 1745 East 11th St., Siler 
City.

CHURCH NEWS

PRESIDENT’S LIST

The following area students have been 
named to the Randolph Community Col-
lege President’s List for the Spring 2020 
semester. These students earned A’s in 
all classes, completed at least 12 semester 
hours, and received no incomplete grades.

Bear Creek: Emily Ferrell, Cayley 
Powell

Bennett: Lauryn Hill
Franklinville: Hannah Anderson, Curtis 

Blevins, Bethany Walker
Liberty: Jazmin Becerril-Pena, Rhonda 

Hargis, Kristan Kirkman, Montserrat 
Mariscal

Ramseur: Anna Bowser, Danielle 
Cruey, Cindy Franco, Cameron Frye, 
Haley Kearns, Vanessa Martinez, Jack-
son Richardson

Seagrove: Taylor Greeson, Dakota 
McPherson, Hong Nguyen, Julianna 
Owen, Grace Poole, Ethan Wallace

Siler City: Mason Clark
Staley: Gladis Vera-Raya

DEAN’S LIST 

The following area students have been 
named to the Randolph Community College 
Dean’s List for the Spring 2020 semester. 

Bennett: Mariah Brown, Trever Gray, 
Dakota Green

Carthage: Jessie Short
Chapel Hill:: Rafe Grimball
Franklinville: Sheyanne Christine, Sara 

Cross, Trenton Crutchfield, Mickaela Toomes
Liberty: Destiny Gooch, Brooklyn 

Langley, Katie Rose, Kirstin Thomas, 
Jacqueline Vera-Raya

Ramseur: Dylan Brown, Tyler Camp-
bell, Shaista Chaudhry, Melanie Garner, 
Yaheli Rangel, Amanda Smith, Lauren 
Stanley, Debra Sutphin

Robbins: Meghan Bannick, Amari 
Moore-Johnson

Seagrove: Lindsay Castlebury, Nicole 
Kluba, Monica Stickler, Jantzen Weathers

Siler City: Abigail Andrade, Ana 
Galicia, Wesley Shelton, Doris Tomas 
Garcia, Charlie Vicante

ACADEMIC MERIT LIST

Bennett: Ainsley Hancock, Jonas Mc-
Canless, Suzanna Morgan

Franklinville: Jordan Baker, Kristal Beltran, 
Eblin Chavarria,Daniel Ellison, Amelia 
Garrison, Walter Johnson, Daniel Kaminski, 
Alyson Kidd, Ashley Lowe, Skyler Robbins, 
Hannah Shore, Chloe Stover, Jeffrey Wright

Liberty: Erika Alejo Pacheco, Christa 
Boggess, Natalie Canter, Emily Castro, 
Yasmin Cervantez, Trinity Currin, Ma-
lea Ferguson, Gabriela Gil, Heidi Ham-
mond,    Cathy Hartman, Sierra Hunt, 
Delton Johnson, Tyler Jones, Kailey 
Mabe, Stephanie Marcceleno, Kendall 
Mauldin, Shane McDuffee, Samantha 
McPherson, Tia Meredith, MacKenzie 
Minton, Saray Morales, Katherine Nor-
ris, Ana Perez, Adriana Pineda, Hunter 
Rook, Daisy Suarez Garfias, Leah Swit-
zer, Issac Vera-Espinoza, Charles  White

Ramseur: Alexis Alvarez, Daniel Avila, 
Carlie Badeaux, Cody Cadeaux, Jessica 
Cardin, Blake Coble, Landon Collins, 
Clayton Flinchum, Kimberly Flores-Perez, 
Antonio Garcia, Agustin Gutierrez, Kiran 
Houston, Amy Hughes, Cesar Jaimes Mon-
tes de Oca, Mallory Johnson, Jacqueline 
Peltier, Karen Perez, Hannah Proper, Mar-
lene Rangel, Eliseo Rivera, Alex Rodriguez, 
Wayne Rose, Brodie Smith, Sara Tomlin-
son, Jonathan Waldron, Trracy Witsaman, 
Susan Wright, Matthew York, Robert York    

Seagrove: Austin Atkins, Hailee Cagle, 
Hannch Carter, Nathaly Chacon Bustos, 
Enriquetta Clark, Jessica Dunlap, Cpdy 
Evans, Justin Gillispie, Evan Hoey, Allie 
Joines, Zachariah Mabe, Corgin Ricard-
son, Sabrina Snider

Siler City: Natalee Clark, Pamela Lopez 
Ulloa

Staley: Kaylee Bowman, Sabrina Rau, 
Noah Schmidt, Daisy Vera-Raya  

RANDOLPH COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Chatham County Libraries to offer 
curbside pick-up services

CN + R Staff Reports

Chatham County Pub-
lic Libraries have  begun 
offering curbside pick-up 
service at all three branch 
locations by phone ap-
pointment from 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Library facilities remain 
closed to the public.

To request library mate-
rials for pick up call your 
local branch to reserve 
materials and to schedule 
a pick-up time. Your items 
will be checked out to your 
account, processed and 
bagged by library staff. 
Staff will be placing held 
items outside the library 
and assisting custom-
ers with pick-up during 
scheduled appointment 
times. Library staff will 
be wearing protective face 
coverings and gloves. Pro-
tective face coverings are 
recommended for patrons 
when picking up library 
materials.

To place holds at the 
Chatham Community 
Library in Pittsboro, call 
919-545-8084 or 919-545-8085. 
For the Goldston Branch, 
call 919-898-4522, and for 
Wren Memorial Library in 
Siler City, call 919-742-2016. 
Phone lines may be busy 
due to high call volume. 
Please call back.

Please note the follow-
ing:

• Prior to your call, 
please visit the online 
catalog to determine 
location and availability 
of  materials.

• Holds are made by tele-
phone appointment only. 
Placing holds through the 
online catalog is currently 
unavailable.

• Book inventory is 
available on a first come, 
first served basis.

• Up to eight items may 
be placed on hold at one 
time and includes two 
each of  new adult fiction 
and new adult nonfiction 
and up to five DVDs.

• All materials, includ-
ing DVDs, will circulate 
for three weeks. Overdue 
fines remain temporarily 
suspended.

• Holds may only be 
placed for materials that 
reside at a particular 
branch. Items are not cur-
rently being transferred 
to other branch locations 
to prevent the possible 
spread of  COVID-19.

• Held items not picked up 
by the end of the day of your 
appointment will be checked 
in and made available for 
the next hold request.

• Please return library 
materials to external 
book-drops. Returned 
materials are quaran-
tined for three days then 
disinfected before being 
made ready for check-out.

• Curbside service may 
be temporarily suspended 
due to inclement weather. 
Please call in advance. 
Inter-library loan and 
in-person outreach ser-
vices remain suspended 
until further notice.

• Book donations are not 
being accepted at this time.

Electronic resources 
are available with your 
library card through 
Overdrive and include 
eBooks, audiobooks, and 
magazines. Please visit 
our Download eBooks site 
on the library webpage 
for device specific instruc-
tions and a link to digital 
collections. Overdrive 
tutorials are also available 
on the library’s YouTube 
channel.

To apply for a library 
card, please use our 
online library card 
registration. No new 
library accounts will be 
processed on-site during 
curbside service.

Chatham County Public 
Libraries appreciates your 
patience and understand-
ing as we try to reconstitute 
services to the community. 
For changes to Chatham 
County services visit the 
County’s Novel Coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) website at 
https://www.chathamnc.
org/services/health/coro-
navirus and the library’s 
Limited Services FAQ.
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before he could lawfully free 
them to pay for the expenses of  
the move and getting the freed 
slaves settled in their new com-
munity. The evidence indicates 
that Marium’s will was the 
culmination of  several years of  
effort and planning.

As a result of  Marium 
Alston’s efforts, 28 slaves were 
taken by her executor’s son to 
Westerville, Ohio, and there 
emancipated. As was the fate 
of  many free people of  color in 
that era, some left little record 
of  their lives in Ohio, but we 
have evidence that others 
prospered and that they likely 
encouraged and assisted other 
newly freed North Carolina 
African-Americans to settle in 
the Westerville area after the 
Civil War. 

Marium’s Story 

As with most women of  
her time, we know little about 
Marium P. Alston. Despite 
being the wife of a well-to-do 
planter, Marium appears in few 
official records, and there are no 
records that we have found of  
her thoughts — such as diaries 
or letters. She had no children, 
and therefore no descendants to 
record remembrances or to look 
back to learn what they could of  
her. So, how do we come to know 
Marium’s story? It was through 
the stories of her former slaves, 
whose freedom she arranged on 
her deathbed. 

In the early 2000s, Ohio 
researcher Sharon Lytle was 
working to identify the burials in 
an African-American cemetery 
in Ohio that was believed to be 
associated with a group of slaves 
that had been freed by their mis-
tress in North Carolina — sent 
by wagon to their freedom. She 
found that many of the surnames 
in the cemetery were “Alston” 
and noted that one man buried 
there had the unusual given 
name, “Oroon.” Census records 
indicated that many of the de-
ceased were born during slavery 
and came from North Carolina. 
Ms. Lytle came across a reference 
to Oroon Alston in Chatham 
County on a website managed 
by researcher Sue Ashby. She 
contacted Ashby, who knew that 
Chatham’s “Oroon Alston” was 
a plantation owner and sent Ms. 
Lytle Oroon’s will and estate 
papers, which listed the names of  
his slaves just before his death in 
1851. Ms. Lytle found that many 
of those names matched those 
of the freed Alstons she was 
researching. 

Eventually, Ms. Lytle would 
also obtain Marium’s will and 
estate papers, which listed the 
slaves she came to own after 
Oroon’s death and contained 
details of Marium’s efforts to ob-
tain the slaves and keep families 
together, as well as the arrange-
ments for their journey to Ohio. 
Ms. Lytle published some of her 
early work online and provided 
several personal communications 
to clarify and help us document 
the story of the Alston freed 
slaves in Ohio. 

Ms. Lytle’s research goals 
expanded from identifying the 
deceased in the cemetery to 
learning all she could about the 
Chatham County Oroon/Marium 
Alston slaves who were freed in 
Ohio. Based on her research, the 
former Alston slaves and a local 
Westerville man, Samuel Patter-
son, are recognized on an Ohio 
Historical Marker that credits 
the mistress of a North Carolina 

Alston plantation with arranging 
for the slaves to travel to Ohio and 
thus to freedom. Marium Alston 
is not mentioned by name on the 
Ohio marker, although subse-
quent research has shown that 
she was, indeed, the plantation 
mistress who arranged for the 
freedom of the 28 Alston slaves 
who moved to the free black Ohio 
community of Africa. The area 
was a stop on the Underground 
Railroad and likely became 
known to the caravan of to-be-
freed people as they journeyed 
north.

Dr. William Hunt’s “The 
History of Africa” mentions that 
the group “crossed the Ohio River 
near Portsmouth, fell into the 
hands of the Underground peo-
ple, who told them it would not 
be safe to locate near the river for 
fear of being kidnapped; indeed, 
it was considered a miracle that 
they had come that far. Following 
directions they came north over 
the Scioto Trail, and reached 
the Patterson station...[where] 
farmers needed help, and they in-
duced them to remain there, each 
family moving into one of several 
vacant log cabins, and there they 
remained for several years.”

Another Ohio source, the 1880 
History of Delaware (County, 
Ohio) explains that, “On their 
arrival, the friends of the an-
ti-slavery movement were called 
together, and homes provided for 
all.” Whether they were housed 
in the Africa community to help 
the free black farmers there or 
just as a place where anti- slavery 
whites could help them settle, the 
Alston slaves were freed there, 
culminating a long saga. 

Marium’s efforts on behalf of  
her slaves did not begin at the 
end of her life. Oroon’s 1851 will 
gave her 10 slaves outright and 
the use of the rest of his property 
for her lifetime. However, she was 
not satisfied with this arrange-
ment and petitioned the court for 
her dower rights of one-third of  
Oroon’s property. Her petition 
was successful and resulted in 
her legal acquisition of 23 of  
Oroon’s slaves. Had Marium 
accepted the terms of Oroon’s 
will, she would have had no legal 
basis for freeing any of the slaves 
other than the 10 allocated to her 
outright, and likely no funds of  
her own to facilitate getting them 
to a free state. Her dower petition 
more than doubled the number 
of slaves that she owned outright 
and thus could arrange to set 
free. As well, among the 23 slaves 
she obtained through her dower 
petition were three families, 
consisting of, at that time, 14 
people. Others of the single slaves 

she obtained were related to those 
families — as brothers or sisters, 
for example. Some, but not all, 
of these people were included in 
the list of the 10 slaves that were 
allocated to Marium in Oroon’s 
will, so those family members 
would have been separated had 
she accepted the provisions of  
the will.

Marium was awarded 1,850 
acres of land in the dower settle-
ment; yet immediately thereafter, 
on Oct 16, 1851, she signed a 
transfer deed giving ownership 
of this same land to the four 
Alston nephews who would have 
ultimately inherited it if she had 
not disputed the terms of Oroon’s 
will. She sold them the land for 
far less than its market value, 
suggesting that her purpose in 
bringing the dower suit was to 
acquire the slaves, not the land. 

In her own will, Marium, in ad-
dition to arranging for the freeing 
of her slaves, allocated $300 plus 
net funds from hiring out the to-
be-freed slaves after her death to 
pay for their journey to freedom 
and to help the newly freed slaves 
get a start in their new state. 

By the 1850s, North Carolina 
law the freeing of slaves was 
complicated and purposefully 
rendered difficult at every turn. 
As with the rest of the South, in 
North Carolina the reasoning 
supporting the freeing of slaves 
that had briefly flourished at the 
end of the American Revolution 
was dramatically altered in 
subsequent years, as the national 
debate over slavery in the terri-
tories of the United States heated 
up. What in 1787 had seemed 
non-threatening to many people 
both North and South, as they 
enacted the Northwest Ordinance 
providing for multiple new terri-
tories that would be forever free 
of slavery, by 1830 was altered in 
North Carolina and the rest of  
the South by John C. Calhoun’s 
argument that slavery, far from 
being contrary to the ideals of the 
Revolution, was a “positive good,” 
and the presence of free persons 
of color in the state was discour-
aged in every way possible. As 
John Spencer Bassett wrote in his 
seminal 1899 history, Slavery in 
the State of North Carolina: 

In 1830 it was made more 
difficult to emancipate. Now, the 
petitioner must notify his inten-
tion at the court house and in the 
State Gazette six weeks before the 
hearing of  the petition; he must 
give bond with two sureties for 
$1,000 that the said slave should 
conduct himself  well as long as 
he or she remained in the State, 
that the slave would leave the 
State within ninety days after 

liberation, and the said libera-
tion should invalidate the rights 
of  no creditor. Executors of  wills 
by which slaves were directed to 
be liberated must secure consent 
of  the courts and take steps to 
send the negroes out of  the State 
and guard against the loss of  
creditors. A slave more than 
50 years old might be liberated 
for meritorious conduct to be 
approved by the Court without 
subsequently leaving the State, 
provided that the master swore 
that the emancipation was not 
for money and that he gave bond 
that the negro would conduct 
himself  well and not become a 
charge on the county. No slave 
was to be liberated except by this 
law.

This 1830 North Carolina law 
remained in place until the Civil 
War, and Bassett referenced the 
hardening of societal attitudes 
and legal context around emanci-
pation as “the cast-iron necessity 
of keeping slavery unendingly 
confined to its present condition, 
cutting off the least tendency to 
amelioration.”

Among his evidence for this 
hardening of attitudes, he cited 
the William Quarry legal case 
from Mecklenburg County in 
1849, in which Quarry “conveyed 
by deed absolute to Peoples and 
others a slave woman Linney, 
who was married to a freeman. 
Desiring that she might continue 
to live with her husband he con-
veyed to the same parties twelve 
acres of land with a house on it, 
presumably for her use. The de-
fendants claimed that they were 
absolute owners, that the donor 
conveyed the woman and her 
family to provide for her comfort 
and to prevent the division of the 
family. They allowed the husband 
to occupy the house with his wife 
for a certain rent. They took her 
and her children under their per-
sonal care and agreed to control 
their conduct.

Yet the arrangement would 
not do at all. It was, said the 
Court, qualified slavery, and the 
conveyance was void. Linney 
and her children were given 
to the heirs of the donor. And, 

moreover, the donees were held 
liable, ‘with just deductions,’ for 
the profits due from her services 
while in their hands, and because 
the defendants had attempted to 
defraud the law, they were to pay 
the costs.”

Next week: Brooks and Wiggins 
look at how Marium Alston’s former 
slaves found their way to Ohio.

About the authors

Steve Brooks is a native of Siler 
City, where he lived until age 
18, when he went to college in 
Chapel Hill. He now lives in 
Durham. He has maintained 
an interest in Chatham history 
and people and is a member of  
the Chatham County Historical 
Association. He holds a Masters 
degree in American History, and 
his specialty was race relations 
both before and after the Civil 
War. Bev Wiggins contacted him 
about the Marium Alston story, 
and together they began a lengthy 
process of piecing together the 
details of what happened. 

Wiggins has lived in Chatham 
County, near Bynum, since 
1978. Before her retirement she 
worked at UNC’s Odum Institute 
for Research in Social Science. 
She has been involved for many 
years in the Chatham County 
Historical Association and 
currently serves as the website 
coordinator and maintains the 
Association’s Facebook page. 
She became intrigued by the 
story of  Marium Alston, having 
seen a posting about the Ohio 
marker by Sue Ashby.

That story, especially in these 
times of  renewed focus on 
racial justice, is a relevant and 
important piece of  Chatham 
County history. But it has 
remained obscure until now. 
The authors hope that the people 
of  Chatham will be inspired 
by reading this previously 
unknown episode of  our past 
and that telling Marium’s 
story will help her take a 
deserved place among historical 
Chatham County figures.
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The Chatham County grave of Marium Alston.

TRANSCRIBED WILL OF MARIUM P. 
ALSTON

On this the 22 day of  September 1855, I Mirium P. Alston do 
make publish and declare the following as my last will and 
testament.

I give and bequeath to James Woody my negro Slave Abner.
It is my will that all the rest of  my Slaves shall be free, and I 

therefore give all my Slaves (Abner excepted) to my Executor 
hereinafter named, in trust that he will remove them as soon 
after my death as he can lawfully do so to some free state to 
be there emancipated — and until he can so remove them, 
that he hire them at private hiring, on the best terms he can, 
to such persons as he may deem Suitable.

I will to my Executor three hundred dollars to allay the 
expenses of  this move of  my Slaves to a free state as provided 
for in the preceding clause.

I will that my executory retain out of  the hires and the fore-
going bequest of  three hundred dollars a full compensation 
for his trouble and services in moving said Slaves to a free 
state and that he dispose of  the residue of  said $300 and hires 
for the benefit of  said emancipated slaves in such a manner 
as he may think will be most beneficial to them.

I will all the residue of  my Estate both real and personal to 
my three nieces daughters of  my deceased sister Sophia. If  ei-
ther of  them should be dead leaving a child or children living 
I will such child or children to receive the portion to which 
the deceased mother would be entitled if  living and should 
one or more of  them be dead leaving no issue, then I wish 
the Survivor or Survivors to receive the portion to which the 
deceased would have been entitled if  living, and to enable my 
Executor to make this distribution among my said nieces, I 
authorize them to sell any part of  my real or personal Estate 
not herein before disposed of. I nominate my friend Jesse 
Marley in power attorney last will and testament.

Signed by the Testor in presence
of  us who in her presence and at her request
attest the same.
A. Cotton
Levinia Allred
Mirium P. Alston

CORE, Health Department host online observance
BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

On June 19, 1865 — two 
and a half  years after Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Procla-
mation — Union soldiers 
told enslaved people in 
Galveston, Texas, the war 
had ended and they were 
free.

Now, the day is known 
as “Juneteenth” and is the 
oldest nationally celebrat-
ed commemoration of  
the ending of  American 
slavery.

In Chatham County, 
155 years later, the third 
annual Juneteenth event 
was hosted by Chatham 
Organizing for Racial 
Equity (CORE) in partner-
ship with Chatham County 
Public Health Department. 

This year, protests 
over police brutality 
in response to George 
Floyd’s death and national 
conversations about race 
led to this day being more 
widely observed across the 
country than in years past. 
It’s not a national holiday, 
but among local banks, for 
example, BB&T let cus-
tomers know in an email 
they were closing early 

so their employees could 
observe Juneteenth and 
the Bank of  America Corp. 
said employees could take 
a personal day off.

“Though it has long 
been celebrated among the 
African American com-
munity, it is a history that 
has been marginalized 
and still remains largely 
unknown to the wider 
public,” The National Mu-
seum of  African American 
History and Culture said 
in a post Friday.

Because of  coronavirus 
pandemic and limitations 
on gathering sizes, this 
year’s Chatham June-
teenth was very different 
from previous years. The 
event took place over two 
days: 300 meals from Zwe-
li’s Kitchen & Catering in 
Durham were distributed 
across the county Friday 
and a virtual Juneteenth 
program was provided on 
a virtual conference call 
Saturday that began at 
10:30 a.m.

Aspects of  black culture, 
African-American spiri-
tuality and arts were pre-
sented by several Chatham 
County performers and an 
African Dance company 
from Durham via recorded 
performances. The event 

also included a presenta-
tion from the Chatham 
County Health Depart-
ment, a question-and-an-
swer session on living 
wills and testaments and a 
community conversation 
facilitated by the Equity 
and Community Engage-
ment Initiatives Lead of  
the health department.

CORE is a multi-racial 
group of  Chatham resi-
dents that works to build 
awareness of  personal, 
cultural and systemic rac-
ism to create a more equi-
table Chatham, according 
to its website.

CORE member 
Shvaughn Ross, who 
helped organize the 
event, said some virtual 
attendees experienced 
connectivity issues — 
evidence of  Chatham’s 
broadband issues being 
emphasized during stay-
at-home orders and a rise 
in virtual meetings. Still, 
she said she received a 
lot of  positive feedback 
from people, particularly 
regarding the drumming 
workshop by Diali Cissok-
ho and Will Ridenour and 
performances by dancer 
Keisha Degraffenreaidt 
and Garvy-Sissa West 
African Drum and Dance 

Ensemble.
At one point, Ross said 

she saw 68 people were 
streaming the event, a 
number she was pleased 
with. Ross said she hopes 
events like this one will 
inspire community con-
versations about race and 
systemic racism.

“Hopefully this event 
opened the door for those 
conversations, but not 
only do we need to have 
conversations, we need to 
take action,” she said. “We 
can talk all day — we can 
talk about it, we can think 
about it, but unless we 
have some action behind 
what we’re talking about 
and solving problems, 
it’s really not going to do 
anything.”

Last year, the Chatham 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners passed a reso-
lution in support of  the 
Juneteenth Community 
Remembrance and Cel-
ebration. Commissioner 
Jim Crawford, who holds a 
Ph.D. in U.S. history from 
UNC-Chapel Hill, intro-
duced the resolution.

“I love that in Chatham 
we are making strides in 
celebrating and honoring 
the valuable contributions 
of  African Americans in 

this nation and learning 
our history is integral to 
that,” Commission Chair-
person Karen Howard said 
at the time.

Crawford, who spoke 
at last year’s in-person 
Juneteenth event, told 
the News + Record he 
was very pleased with the 
growth of  the event and 
grateful to all the CORE 
organizers who pushed to 
make the event happen.

“There are folks who 
have been diligent and 
consistent and firm 
through at least half  a 
decade now — this didn’t 
arrive from nowhere,” he 
said. Crawford noted Cha-
tham’s history of  white su-
premacy, referencing the 
six recorded lynchings in 
the county and segregated 
schools. Still, he said he 
was proud of  the county 
for times they’ve acted, 
such as when the Con-
federate monument was 
removed from in front of  
the Pittsboro Courthouse 
last November.

The motion made to 
remove the statue was 
introduced by Crawford 
in August and passed 4-1, 
with only Commissioner 
Andy Wilkie dissenting.

“These values once 

ruled Chatham County, 
and now they no longer 
rule,” Crawford said.

Last week, Chatham 
resident Lea Ciceraro 
started a GoFundMe to 
raise money for a “Black 
Lives Matter” billboard on 
U.S. Hwy. 64 East Busi-
ness Route in Pittsboro, 
next to a Confederate flag. 
Ciceraro originally aimed 
to raise $6,500, the cost of  
having the billboard up for 
one year. After reaching 
full funding in two days, 
Ciceraro updated the goal 
to include $2,000 toward a 
scholarship fund to sup-
port racial equity efforts 
in Chatham.

Ross also mentioned the 
flying of  Confederate flags 
around Chatham and said 
the flag doesn’t represent 
the entirety of  the county. 
She said celebrations such 
as the Juneteenth event 
should lead to the contin-
ued discussion of  these 
matters.

“I never thought in a 
million years that I’d be 
raising a child in 2020 and 
she has to see this on a dai-
ly basis,” Ross said. “It’s 
hurtful — it’s disheart-
ening that I have to have 
these conversations with 
her today.”

CHATHAM’S JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION



“We’re seeing requests for 
information, but we’re just 
not seeing a lot of  the visits 
and the moving forward with 
projects,” she said. “Most of  
the projects that we have seen 
for our area are requesting an 
existing building. And we just 
have very limited available 
existing building space.”

So instead, the EDC is bol-
stering existing businesses, 
Byrd said, and making sure 
they have what they need to 
make it through this period of  
diminished economic activity. 

The EDC has started a pro-
gram where it will provide 100 
percent of  the collateral on a 
business loan up to $10,000.

“I really think that our 
economic health is going to 
depend on actual health indi-
cators, so if  people don’t feel 
safe going out and engaging in 
economic commerce activities, 
then they’re not going to,” 
Byrd said.

Byrd said that now, as 
priorities for the county have 
shifted to adjust for the impact 
of  the pandemic, the county is 
focusing on strengthening pub-
lic health measures in tandem 
with the goals of  the Depart-
ment of  Health and Human 
Services.

“I feel that we all kind of  
miss an opportunity with 
providing support to those 
mid-sized businesses, so that’s 
something I want to make 
sure that we’re expanding our 
reach to provide support,” she 
said. “In terms of  support to 
businesses, that hasn’t been 
there, but our request has been 
for PPE and cleaning supplies, 
hand sanitizer and what not, 
to make those available to 
employers.”

She said the county wants 
to provide businesses the tools 
needed to operate safely during 
the pandemic.

“The reality is we have a 
county that has a large senior 
population,” she said. “And we 
have a lot of  vulnerabilities in 

our community, and if  we want 
a real economic recovery, we 
have to be mindful of  how we 
lead and implement policies to 
keep people safe.”

Greg Lewis owns Pittsboro 
Roadhouse and 39westca-
tering in Pittsboro. He said 
that among business owners, 
especially those in the service 
industry, there is a great deal 
of  concern about what will 
happen in the fall and next 
year.

He caters weddings and 
large events, but all the sched-
uled ones have been postponed 
for months, and no one can say 
for certain that a resurgence of  
the virus won’t disrupt events 
that have been pushed back to 
this fall or next spring.

“At this point, whether it 
materializes or not, it doesn’t 
matter, because it’s already on 
everybody’s mind,” Lewis said. 
“People already are worried. 
That concern is already there 
for this fall.”

To help the community cope, 
he was providing 150 family 
meals per day to locals that 
were out of  work because of  the 
pandemic. Community mem-
bers helped him stay afloat by 
making donations and buying 

gift cards, but still — because 
of  bleak turnout — he has been 
forced to make a decision to 
keep his restaurant open only 
on Fridays and Saturdays.

“I know restaurants that are 
serving 10 people a night for 
dinner during the week, or 20 
people a night,” he said. “That’s 
not a profitable model.”

Lewis said it would be a 
major boost to the service 
industry if  businesses were 
allowed to sell liquor to-go at 
restaurants. Cindy Poindexter, 
the president and CEO of  the 
Chatham Chamber of  Com-
merce, said in an email: “It 
has been mentioned that there 
is no clarity as to why restau-
rants and the ABC store can 
sell alcohol, but bars cannot 
reopen.”

Poindexter said some busi-
nesses “prefer to remain closed 
for now to keep employees and 
the community safe,” where-
as others are eager to safely 
reopen.

“It hasn’t been feasible for 
some smaller restaurants to 
open at 50% capacity due to 
lack of  space,” she said.

Poindexter said the abun-
dance of  “unknowns” has 
caused uncertainty in plenty 

of  businesses, creating tough 
decisions like whether or not 
to pay for office space or con-
tinue working remotely. But 
she said that individuals in the 
community have been creative 
in their ways of  supporting 
one another.

“There are plenty of  strong 
and resilient business lead-
ers and residents who have 
realized that we have no choice 
but to adjust and make the best 
of  a bad set of  circumstances,” 
she said.

In addition to stresses 
brought on by the pandemic, 
Lewis said the continued pres-
ence of  Confederate protestors 
in Pittsboro has dampened the 
area’s economic health.

“We have the right to con-
duct business,” he said. “We 
keep hearing that the Confed-
erates have the right to be out 
there protesting. Well, we have 
the right to conduct business, 
and for our customers to feel 
safe, and right now they don’t 
feel safe coming to Pittsboro.”

Last Thursday, Pittsboro 
police issued an arrest warrant 
for an individual accused of  
assault in downtown Pitts-
boro. Tommy Parnell of  Surry 
County allegedly used hockey 

sticks as a weapon in a protest 
against the removal of  the 
Confederate monument, which 
was taken down last fall.

Gov. Roy Cooper is expected 
to make a decision this week 
regarding the next steps in 
N.C.’s transition toward a re-
opening. (The state is current-
ly in Phase 2.) Byrd, the EDC 
president, said she thinks that 
federal support programs are 
working as intended, and her 
organization will continue to 
prioritize public health as N.C. 
moves forward.

“The virus does not know 
county lines and boundaries,” 
she said. “When we think 
about economic recovery, the 
recovery of  Raleigh is im-
portant for Durham and it’s 
important for Chapel Hill, and 
that’s important for Chatham 
County. We’re not just doing it 
on our own.”
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‘Our economic health 
is going to depend on 
actual health indicators.’

ALYSSA BYRD, Chatham Eco-
nomic Development Corporation 
president

OUTLOOK
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Some downtown Siler City businesses have struggled to gain 
solid financial footing as the town’s economy improves, but 
COVID-19 has hampered those gains.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Business owners in downtown Pittsboro have been impacted 
both by COVID-19 and the resumed protests by those on 
both sides of the Confederate monument issue.

NEWS BRIEFS
DMV waives driver road 

tests for Level Two 
Provisional Licenses 
RALEIGH — With the 

signing of  House Bill 158 by 
Gov. Roy Cooper, the N.C. 

Division of  Motor Vehicles will 
be temporarily waiving the 
requirement that young drivers 
seeking a Level 2 Limited Provi-
sional License need to undergo 
a driving test. Those tests have 
been suspended since March 
for health safety reasons. 

Drivers who are 16 or 17 
years old, have held a Level 1 
Limited Learner Permit at least 
12 months, have completed at 
least 60 hours of  supervised 
driving, including time at 
night and who have not had a 
moving violation or seat belt/

cell phone violation within the 
last six months, qualify for the 
waiver. As part of  the Level 1 
permit process, they already 
passed the DMV’s written, sign 
and vision tests and have their 
driving eligibility and driver’s 
education certificates. 

Drivers seeking the waiver 
must make an appointment 
at a driver license office at 
https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/li-
cense-id/driver-license-appoint-
ments/Pages/default.aspx.

— CN+R staff reports

Visit us at ChathamPark.com

Chatham Park Names Four Area Builders 

For Single-Family Home Development 

“The collective craft 
of these locally owned 
building companies 
will be integral as we 
continue our pursuit 
to develop the perfect 
community for our 
future residents.”

Chatham Park has selected four custom 
homebuilders to lead a second phase of the 
Vineyards. The second phase includes a new 27-
home neighborhood in the Vineyards residential 
neighborhood of the Live, Work, Play, Learn 
community located in Pittsboro, N.C. 

The builders were hand selected for their reputation 
and expertise in the custom home market.     

 •  Prewitt Custom Homes, Inc.  
 •  Upright Builders  
 •  Upton & Co. 
 •  Walker DesignBuild

“We are honored to join in partnership with the 
other esteemed builders to continue our long-
standing tradition of building exceptional custom 
homes that exceed our client’s expectations,” said 
Randy Walker, Walker DesignBuild President. 

Each of the 27 single-family homes will be 
designed and constructed to meet the desires of 
today’s buyer.  Many homes will have a modern 
design similar to the information center, a modern 
prairie,  designed by Tony Frazier of Frazier Home 
Design. The homes will be built surrounding the 
Cottages, the previously announced, first 30-

home subdivision in the Vineyards, and located 
across the street from a new 10-acre town park 
and Thales Academy school.

“These four companies are among the premiere 
custom builders in our community,” said Vanessa 
Jenkins, Executive Vice President of Preston 
Development Company. “The collective craft of 
these locally owned building companies will be 
integral as we continue our pursuit to develop the 
perfect community for our future residents.” 

“The Vineyards is the first of many neighborhoods 
to be built over the next three decades in Chatham 
Park, each offering diverse housing options 
attracting a broad community of residents,”  
adds Jenkins. “Our partnership with these 
builders enables us to help residents own their 
dream home.”

Unique homes from each builder will be 
highlighted on the Triangle Parade of Homes 
this fall. Pre-sales will begin on June 1, 2020.

About Chatham Park: Chatham Park is a 
Live, Work, Play, Learn community being 
developed by leading residential developer 
Preston Development Company in Pittsboro, 
N.C. When complete, Chatham Park will cover 
7,068 acres. In Chatham Park, residents will 
discover a place where convenience is the key 
to a lifestyle that puts everything within reach. 
www.ChathamPark.com

Father and son team Rudy Upton, Jr. and Rudy Upton of Upton & Co.



‘It’s just not worth 
it right now,’ 
coach says

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — Last Mon-
day, Woods Charter athletic 
director Dena Floyd met with 
her coaches via Zoom. But it 
didn’t go as scripted.

The tentative plan, Floyd 
said, was to further discuss 
a return to modified summer 
workouts, which the NCHSAA 
had allowed schools to begin 
June 15.

She’d instructed coaches 
to read the association’s six 
pages of  guidelines thor-
oughly and come ready with 
questions. Three days later, 
the Woods Charter board of  
directors would put the po-
tential return to a vote at its 
meeting scheduled for June 
18.

But after the meeting — by 
all means still a productive one 
— the Wolves’ athletic depart-
ment chose to err on the side of  
caution.

“Our coaches decided to wait 
until July 6,” Floyd said Friday.

In pushing back to the first 
Monday of  next month, Woods 
Charter followed Chatham 
County’s three public schools 
— Northwood, Jordan-Mat-
thews and Chatham Central 
— who announced last week, 

in conjunction with district 
leadership, they’d also start 
July 6.

The Wolves went in a differ-
ent direction than Chatham 
Charter, the county’s other 
charter school and a fellow 1A 
Central Tar Heel Conference 
member. The Knights started 
socially distanced workouts 
June 15 and are now in the 
middle of  their second week.

Woods Charter’s July 6 
start date lines up with two 
scheduling quirks. It takes into 
account an NCHSAA-mandat-
ed dead period that runs from 
June 29 to July 5 (a holiday 
weekend), and it’s the tentative 
start date for the NCHSAA’s 
Phase Two guidelines for work-
outs.

Under the current Phase 
One guidelines, athletes 
cannot participate in team 
drills or share equipment, 
and teams must follow 
capacity limits for socially 
distanced indoor (10 people) 
and outdoor (25) workouts. 
The NCHSAA said Phase Two 
and Three information, which 
would presumably be less 
strict, “will be developed and 
shared according to the Gov-
ernor’s continuing reopening 
guidelines, N.C. DHHS guid-
ance, and CDC guidance.”

“Not sure what Phase 2 will 
bring,” Floyd said, “but it’s 
left up to the principal (Cotton 
Bryan) and me to make the 
decision.”

In her initial conversations 
with coaches, before their 

formal meeting, Floyd said 
she already saw a willingness 
to hold tight. Volleyball coach 
Scott Green, for example, 
didn’t think all the logistics 
of  a Phase One return for his 
team were worth the pay-off.

Volleyball, classified as a 
“higher risk infection activity,” 
is limited to conditioning and 
individual ball drills under 
Phase One. And players “may 
not participate in drills with a 
single ball that will be bumped, 

served, or passed to other team-
mates,” the NCHSAA said.

“He was like, ‘It’s just not 
worth it right now,’” Floyd said 
of  her conversation with Green. 

JUNE 25 - JULY 1, 2020   |  chathamnewsrecord.com/sports    |  SECTION B

Chatham News + Record

SPORTS NEWS &
CLASSIFIEDS

Ariely Santana, 10, is Siler 
City’s newest black belt

Spillman, Allred, 
Lineberry and 

Hamilton announced 
as athletes of the year

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Chatham 
Charter announced its middle 
and high school athletes of  the 
year Sunday, capping off three 
weeks of  virtual recognition for 
the teams that contributed to 
the best overall year in Knights 
athletics history.

Tennis player Elphie Spillman 
was named the middle school 
girls athlete of  the year, and 
soccer/baseball player Aidan 
Allred was named the middle 
school boys athlete of  the year.

At the high school level, volley-
ball/basketball player Morgan 
Lineberry was named the girls 
athlete of the year, and basket-
ball’s Jordan Hamilton (a Wake 
Tech commit) was named the 
boys athlete of the year. Those 
four athletes, all of whom were 
nominated by individual coach-
es, were selected as winners in 
votes by Chatham Charter’s 
coaching staff at large.

The Knights also released a list 
of 18 total fall and winter team 
MVPs, who were announced 
intermittently in the video series. 
Spring sports rosters and coaches 
were recognized online “but did 
not have honorees since the sea-
son was ultimately canceled” as 
a precautionary measure against 
COVID-19, the release said.

Spillman and Allred are both 
rising ninth graders, and Line-
berry, a 6-foot rising senior, 
was a three-sport athlete this 
year for Chatham Charter. On 
the volleyball team, where she 
was also named team MVP, she 
started at middle hitter and 

logged 286 digs (11.9 per match), 
202 kills and 108 total blocks.

The Knights’ volleyball team 
made the 1A state playoffs and 
finished the season 16-12 after 
losing in the first round.

In basketball, Lineberry (a team 
co-MVP) averaged a team-high 15 
points and 8.9 rebounds per game. 
The Knights went 27-4 — that 
included a 14-0 record in regu-
lar-season conference play — and 
advanced to the 1A round of 16.

Lineberry also appeared in two 
softball games before the NCH-
SAA suspended and ultimately 
canceled spring sport seasons.

Hamilton, a 6-foot-3 forward, 
was the leader of  a Knights 
basketball team that went 32-2 
and advanced all the way to 
the state semifinals, where the 
team lost to 1A stalwart Win-
ston-Salem Prep. He was also 
named team MVP.

The captain shot 62% from 
the field and also averaged 9.4 
rebounds (3.9 offensive), 3.3 
assists and 1.4 steals per game. 
He committed to Wake Tech, a 
two-year junior college in Ra-
leigh, on March 20 and signed 
his letter of  intent Monday.

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be 
reached at cfowler@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @chapel-
fowler.

Woods Charter, like its public school counterparts, 
opts for a July 6 workout start date

See WORKOUT, page B2

Submitted photo

Ariely Santana, 10, of Siler City, officially received her black belt on May 20. Santana 
(middle) is pictured here with her cousin, Edna Santana, and her instructor, Larry Mabe.

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The Iron 
Hand Hapkido School has an-
other black belt in its ranks.

Ariely Santana, 10, official-
ly received her junior black 
belt in May after passing her 
exam earlier in the spring. The 
honor was jointly presented by 
Larry Mabe, the head instruc-
tor and operator of  the school, 
and Edna Santana, Ariely’s 
cousin who earned her own 
black belt in January.

Santana, who lives in Siler 
City, started working with 
Mabe when she was 7 years 
old. Over the next three years, 
she spent most of  her Tuesday 
and Thursday nights at the 
Iron Hand Hapkido School, 
located at 223 E. Raleigh St., 
training for three hours a 
week.

“To keep a kid in karate for 
three years, it’s tough,” Mabe 
said.

But that wasn’t a problem 

at all with Santana, whom 
he described as “dedicated 
to the art of  Hapkido” with a 
“good attitude” and a natural 
ability to work well with other 
students.

At her black belt exam on 
March 10, Santana had to 
properly execute about 50 
techniques, among them take-
downs, rolls, stick defense and 
knife defense.

The only reason her black 
belt ceremony was delayed 
over two months from then? 
The coronavirus pandemic, 
which also forced Mabe, 67, to 
temporarily close the school 
he opened in 2013. When 
Santana finally got the honor, 
Mabe said she was plenty 
excited.

“It was really a big thing for 
her,” he said.

In a release provided by 
Mabe, who has a 2nd degree 

black belt in Hapkido and 5th 
degree black belt in Taekwon-
do, Santana said the black belt 
“symbolizes a great achieve-
ment” and thanked Mabe and 
her mother, who brought her 
to and from classes.

“After three years of  train-
ing, all the hard work has paid 
off,” she said in the release.

Santana was the 12th black 
belt Mabe has instructed in 
his 36 years of  martial arts 
training. The “junior” title on 
Santana’s black belt, he said, 
is only because of  her age, and 
doesn’t indicate anything less-
er than the standard honor.

“Once you’re a blackbelt,” 
he said, “you’re always a 
blackbelt.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler can 
be reached at cfowler@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
chapelfowler.

‘All the hard work has paid off.’

ARIELY SANTANA, 10-year-old black belt recipient

Woods Charter’s Wiley Sykes runs in the NCHSAA 1A boys cross country state 
championships on Nov. 14, 2019, in Kernersville.

CN+R file photo

CN+R file photo

Chatham Charter’s Jordan Hamilton (42) drives against 
Winston-Salem Prep in the NCHSAA 1A boys basketball west 
regional on March 7.

CHATHAM CHARTER’S TOP PERFORMERS

RELATED:

Chatham Charter 2019-
20 team MVPs for middle 
and High school students 
listed on page B2.
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“We’d rather issue balls 
to our kids and get them 
back, sanitize them after 
Phase One, because why 
make them do that when 
they can do that at their 
houses?”

Men’s soccer coach 
Graeme Stewart and 
cross country coaches 
Bernard Penney and Kar-
en Hawkins, meanwhile, 
expressed interest in 
resuming workouts under 
Phase One guidelines. 
That made sense, Floyd 
said, given that running, 
an easy activity to socially 
distance for, is a crucial 
part of  both sports.

But by agreeing on a 
July 6 start date, Woods 
Charter is hoping to 
avoid the logistics of  
such situations, where 
a few sports start one 
week and another hops 
in later.

Floyd has also spent 
the last few weeks 
gathering thermome-
ters and PPE for what 
she sees as a slow yet 
promising first step for 
her school and the state 
at large.

“We all are mindful of  
the situation,” she said. 
“We’re trying to do as 
much as we can but also 
understand the bigger 
picture — that we’ll hope-
fully be back playing in 
the fall.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler 
can be reached at cfowl-
er@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @chapel-
fowler.

SPORTS BRIEFS 

J-M alum Fuquay 
signs to play 

college baseball
Camden Fuquay, a 

former Jordan-Matthews 
left-handed pitcher, has 
committed to play base-
ball at Bryan College in 
Dayton, Tennessee.

Fuquay, who also 
played basketball for 
the Jets, had original-
ly planned to attend 
East Carolina and play 
club baseball before a 
few late offers popped 
up. In his Jordan-Mat-
thews career, he made 
28 appearances on the 
mound and compiled a 

2.15 ERA, according to 
MaxPreps.

Bryan is a private 
Christian school and 
competes in the National 
Association of  Intercol-
legiate Athletics (NAIA). 
Other NAIA schools 
include North Carolina’s 
Montreat College and 
St. Andrews University, 
both of  which compete 
in the Appalachian 
Athletic Conference with 
Bryan.

 Northwood honors 
senior basketball 

players
Northwood had a 

memorable 2019-20 boys 
basketball season, going 
13-1 in Big 8 confer-
ence play and making 
a run to the NCHSAA 
3A semifinals. Its eight 
seniors were a big part 
of  that.

The Chargers had 
their drive-by ceremony 
on June 10, and the boys 
basketball team posted 
pictures honoring each of  
its graduating players on 
Twitter.

The list: Justin Brower, 
Jalen McAfee-Marion, 
Sebastian Mehringer, 
Jack Thompson, Aaron 
Ross, Tommy Ocariza, 
Deuce Powell and Alex 
Snively.

Chatham Charter’s 
Hamilton, Brown, 

Carter sign
A day after it complet-

ed its three-week video 
series honoring athletes, 
Chatham Charter held 
a signing day for three 
seniors.

Jordan Hamilton signed 
to play basketball at Wake 
Tech Community College 
in Raleigh; Jessica Brown 
signed to run track at the 
University of  the Cum-
berlands in Williamsburg, 
Kentucky; and Noah Car-
ter signed to play baseball 
at Catawba Valley Com-
munity College in Hicko-

ry. Hamilton and Brown 
both signed in Chatham 
Charter’s gymnasium 
and were joined by their 
parents; Carter signed on 
the baseball field with his 
father and grandmother 
in attendance.

 Muddogs no 
longer in Ramseur

The Deep River 
Muddogs, a team in 
the Old North State 
League, will play home 
games in High Point’s 
BB&T Point Stadium. 
It’s a change from their 
original plan of  playing 
in Craven Stadium in 

Ramseur, just 15 min-
utes from Siler City. 
Muddogs coach Riley 
Nelson said there were 
logistical issues, and 
league co-comissioner/
director of  operations 
Alec Allred added the 
stadium ultimately 
“closed for the season.”

The Muddogs, who 
moved to 3-0 Monday, 
are playing a four-
game series against the 
Guilford Lumberkings 
this week. They’ll play 
a double-header Tues-
day in High Point, with 
games at 2 p.m. and 5 
p.m. (both past the Cha-
tham News + Record’s 
press time).

WORKOUT 
Continued from page B2

Chatham Charter 2019-20 team MVPs

Middle school
GIRLS TENNIS: Elphie Spillman

VOLLEYBALL: Keeley Allen

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY: Kynzie 
Jordan

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY: Colton 
Todd

BOYS SOCCER: Aidan Allred

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Delana Loflin

BOYS BASKETBALL: Beau Harvey

WRESTLING: Eddie McGaughnea

CHEERLEADING: Samantha Scott

High school
CROSS COUNTRY: Brandon McKoy

BOYS SOCCER: Clay Griffin and 
Trevor Golden

GIRLS TENNIS: Rachel Brookshire

JV VOLLEYBALL: Olivia Cheek

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL: Morgan 
Lineberry

WRESTLING: Chandler Steele

BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL: Jordan 
Hamilton

GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL: 
Morgan Lineberry and Tamaya 
Walden

CHEERLEADING: Kennedy Andrews 
and Tamia Lipford

CN+R file photo

Chatham Charter’s Morgan Lineberry (44) works around the River Mill 
Academy defense on Jan. 23.

CN+R file photo

Woods Charter’s Anna Mitchell (5) and Chatham 
Central’s Brenda Soriano (8) chase a loose ball in 
a girls soccer game on May 2, 2019.

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
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Chatham County
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TECHNOLOGY (BCT)
Prepares students for today’s growing job market in the 
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MEET THE LAND TEAM 

WE DO “DIRT”
ACREAGE, PASTURE, WOODLAND, MINI FARM, 

PREPARED RESIDENTIAL LOTS.

Call to one is a call to all!
THIS IS A GOOD TIME TO SELL YOUR EXCESS LAND

490 West St. Pittsboro, NC 27312

 Lonnie West  
(919) 619-0047 • golonniewest@yahoo.com

Julie Cummins 
(919) 524-7476 • julieboonecummins@gmail.com

Jennifer Gordinao  
(919) 799-1692 • GordianoJennifer@gmail.com
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N.C. Zoo reopens after 
‘challenging’ 3-month shutdown
Following record-setting 2019 

attendance, zoo now faces 
major deficit 

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record 
Correspondent

ASHEBORO — Spring 
at the North Carolina Zoo 
is synonymous with the 
oohs and aahs of  kids, 
the excitement of  family 
day trips and the noise of  
bustling plazas.

This year’s spring sea-
son, however, was vastly 
different.

On March 17, the zoo 
temporarily suspended its 
operations following Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s Executive 
Order 117, which prohib-
ited mass gatherings in 
reaction to the coronavi-
rus pandemic. And after 
a nearly three-month 
hiatus, the zoo opened its 
doors to guests on June 
15, with just five official 
days of  spring — the zoo’s 
busiest season — left on 
the calendar.

“It has definitely im-
pacted us to be closed for 
three months because we 
still had to care for the an-
imals and the grounds,” 
said Debbie Fuchs, the 
public relations officer for 
the North Carolina Zoo. 
“Those costs didn’t go 
away. It’s been challeng-
ing.”

The zoo is projecting a 
loss of  $2.6 million for the 
time missed this spring, 
based on revenue totals 
from previous spring 
seasons. In all, Fuchs 
said, the zoo is running 
at a $6 million deficit for 
2020 so far, primarily due 
to their original estimated 
attendance increase that 
has since altered.

Earlier this year, the 
zoo announced record-set-
ting attendance for 2019, 
totaling more than 917,000 
visitors — including near-
ly 400,000 last spring.

Saying things have 
changed over the last 
few months would be an 

understatement.
Along with guests being 

absent, staff members 
who were able to work re-
motely were encouraged 
to do so, while zookeepers 
and other in-park staff 
worked staggered sched-
ules to avoid coming into 
close contact with people 
not on their teams.

The animals went about 
their lives, albeit without 
the thousands of  daily 
visitors, as keepers cared 
and built enrichment 
for them to stay busy. 
Some of  them handled 
the calmness of  the park 
better than others.

Residents like the red 
wolves, which typically 
spend most of  their time 
hiding from guests, began 
hanging out in more open 
areas of  their habitat. 
Social animals, such as 
the chimpanzees, seals 
and sea lions, appeared 
to enjoy it when new staff 
would come around to 
interact with them.

“The seals and sea lions 
were really interested in 
us because, according to 
the keepers, they kind of  
feed off of  the energy of  
the guests,” Steve Gerkin, 
the interpretive programs 
manager for the zoo, said. 
“The smells, the visuals, 
the sounds, all of  that is 
enriching for the animals. 
It’s a new experience each 
day for them.”

Gerkin and the rest of  
the zoo’s education team 
used the hiatus as an 
opportunity to grow the 
park’s digital audience 
through a variety of  vir-
tual programming.

Zoo EDventures, an 
online series hosted two 
or three times weekly 
on Facebook Live, is an 
extension of  the in-person 
“EDventures at the Zoo” 
program, which aims to 
enrich student learning 
about animals and their 

habitats. 
The series features 

a different animal or 
area of  the park in each 
episode, averaging nearly 
21,000 views per video and 
garnering attention from 
all over the world, includ-
ing viewers from Libya, 
Brazil, the United King-
dom, Canada, Vietnam 
and Thailand.

“There’s all of  these 
amazing places that peo-
ple are coming from, and 
to know that our reach 
is that extended is really 
kind of  fun,” Gerkin said. 
“They might not ever 
come here, but we can 
still spread the message 
of  the zoo to those folks.”

Alongside Zoo EDven-
tures and its Ed-Zoo-Cat-
ion series that encom-
passes a majority of  its 
virtual programs, the zoo 
will also be offering its 
summer camps virtually, 
giving those who can’t 
make it to Asheboro a 
chance to participate.

“You can be a kid in 
Massachusetts and still 
take one of  the zoo’s sum-
mer camps,” Fuchs said. 

“This is a way that we 
can safely offer all of  the 
education and all of  the 
fun of  our camps without 
them actually having to 
be here.”

When the zoo reopened 
its doors to guests last 
week, the park imple-
mented a few changes 
to promote guest safety, 
including reserved tickets 
— which you can only 
purchase in advance; no 
walk-ups are permitted — 
one-way walking paths, 
extra sanitation measures 
and limited entrances to 
the zoo.

To regain some of  the 
lost revenue from missing 
the spring season, the zoo 
continues to charge full 
price for tickets — $15 for 
adults, $13 for seniors and 
$11 for children — despite 
all of  its indoor ameni-
ties remaining closed 
throughout the reopening 
phase.

In addition to all of  
the changes made to the 
zoo’s original summer 
schedule, the premiere of  
the eight-part National 
Geographic WILD video 

series “World’s Biggest 
Zoo” — centered on the 
North Carolina Zoo and 
planned for August — will 
likely be pushed back to 
late 2020, according to 
Fuchs.

Despite all of  the chal-
lenges thrown their way 
since March, the staff at 
the zoo continue to look 
for the positive in what 
has been a challenging 

situation.
“I think a lot of  us 

have realized that we can 
do things that we didn’t 
know we could do,” Ger-
kin said. “We have folks 
who have learned how 
to be technology wizards 
in three months. I think 
it’s been a little bit of  a 
confidence builder, too, 
like if  we need to do this, 
by golly, we can do it.”

Photo courtesy of the N.C. Zoo

The North Carolina Zoo’s new policies include COVID-19-related restrictions.

Photo courtesy of the N.C. Zoo

Two members of the North Carolina Zoo staff 
work on a digital project at the zoo’s Alligator 
Overlook.
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Financial and health risks of COVID-19 
disproportionately affect N.C. Latino population

BY MARCO QUIROZ-
GUTIERREZ

NC News Intern Corps

Júlia Pimentel Gudiel 
came to North Carolina 
from Guatemala for her 
children.

While her four kids 
stayed in her home coun-
try, Pimentel Gudiel came 
to the U.S. to earn money, 
which she sends back to 
the rest of  her family.

But with the slowdown 
in business caused by 
COVID-19, Pimentel 
Gudiel, who used to work 
as much as 75 hours per 
week, said she sometimes 
struggles to pay all her ex-
penses because her hours 
have been drastically cut.

“Sometimes, I’m left 
with nothing,” she said. 

Pimentel Gudiel is one 
of  thousands of  Latino 
people across the U.S. who 
have had their hours or 
pay cut in the midst of  the 
pandemic — or lost their 
jobs altogether.

An April study by Pew 
Research Center said 61% 
of  Hispanic adults report-
ed that they or someone 
in their household had 
lost a job or taken a pay 
cut due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

This is a much greater 
percentage than both 
black adults and white 
adults surveyed. For-
ty-four percent of  white 
people and 38% of  Blacks 
reported that they or 
someone in their house-
hold had lost a job or 
taken a pay cut due to the 
pandemic.

In an even more recent 
study of  May unem-
ployment figures, Pew 
reported that the unem-
ployment rate for Hispan-
ic women was 19.5%, the 

highest among men and 
women of  the country’s 
major racial and ethnic 
groups. 

The May unemploy-
ment rate for Hispanic 
women was several 
percentage points higher 
than the next highest 
groups including black 
women, 17.2%; Asian 
women, 16.7%; and Black 
men, 15.8%. 

Pimentel Gudiel said 
she was fired from her job 
at Venable Rotisserie Bis-
tro in Carrboro because 
business decreased. Medi-
terranean Deli, where she 
works making pita bread, 
also cut her to 25 hours a 
week from her usual 45, 
she said. 

With a pay rate of  $10 
an hour, Pimentel Gudiel 
said she cannot afford 
to send as much money 
home to her family as she 
used to.

“Having payments to 
make both here and in 
Guatemala, that’s what 

hurts the most,” she 
said. “My mom is still in 
Guatemala and I help her 
out with money, but right 
now I can’t with so many 
payments.”

Elizabeth Cacho, who 
works at both Cosmic 
Cantina and Italian 
Pizzeria III in Chapel Hill, 
said her hours have also 
been cut. 

At Cosmic Cantina, 
where she works in the 
kitchen, Cacho said she 
was cut down to two days 
from her usual four days 
a week.

She usually sells tama-
les, a traditional Mexican 
food, to her friends and 
acquaintances to make 
extra money in hard 
times, but because the 
price of  meat and other 
ingredients has risen, she 
can’t afford to make them.

“If  I raise the price of  
the tamales, nobody will 
buy them,” Cacho said.

Despite her hours 
getting cut at Cosmic 

Cantina, she still has 
bills to pay, including her 
daughter’s college tuition 
at Appalachian State 
University and the $900 
per month rent for her 
daughter’s apartment.

Cacho said, luckily, her 
boss at Cosmic Cantina 
told her he’s not planning 
to fire any employees, 
and her other job, Italian 
Pizzeria III, has not cut 
her hours at all. 

While losing work poses 
a financial risk, work-
ing poses a significant 
health risk, especially for 
workers who are in close 
contact with other people.

An independent study 
by the (Raleigh) News & 
Observer and Enlace Lati-
no found that as of  June 
1, more than 10,000 His-
panic people are infected 
with COVID-19 across 45 
of  North Carolina’s 100 
counties.

North Carolina data for 
the number of  Hispan-
ic people infected with 

COVID-19 is incomplete, 
but according to the 
study, some North Caroli-
na counties, such as For-
syth, Burke and Durham 
have reported that a large 
percentage of  their infect-
ed are Hispanic. 

Though Hispanic peo-
ple make up a large per-
centage of  those infected 
with the virus, they make 
up a small portion of  each 
county’s total residents.

In Forsyth County, 
around 68% of  people 
infected with COVID-19 
were Hispanic, but His-
panic people make up 13% 
of  its residents. In Burke 
County around 66% of  
infected people were 
Hispanic while only 6% 
of  residents are Hispanic 
and in Durham County 
around 61% of  the people 
infected with COVID-19 
were Hispanic, while His-
panic people account for 
only 14% of  residents.

In Chatham County, 
34% of  confirmed cases 
were among the Hispanic 
population, which makes 
up 12% of  the county’s 
population.

Dr. Viviana Marti-
nez-Bianchi, a primary 
care doctor and associate 
professor at Duke Univer-
sity, said Hispanic people 
are likely getting infected 
at high rates because 
many of  their jobs were 
deemed “essential” when 
Gov. Roy Cooper an-
nounced a stay-at-home 
order in March.

Essential jobs includ-
ed “food and beverage 
production” as well as 
construction and land-
scaping, which are often 
filled by Latino workers.

These workers are 
more likely to be infected 
because of  their close 

contact with customers 
or other workers, Mar-
tinez-Bianchi said. But 
once they are infected, 
Hispanic people some-
times don’t get the help 
they need, she said.

“In a country with tre-
mendous health resourc-
es, we have a group of peo-
ple, a large segment of  the 
population — the Latinx 
community — that doesn’t 
have access to health 
care, that doesn’t have a 
primary care clinician,” 
Martinez-Bianchi said.

In spite of  the stag-
gering infection rate for 
Hispanic people in North 
Carolina, Pimentel Gudiel 
said she wants to contin-
ue working.

“I need to leave the 
house because if  I don’t 
leave, no opportunities 
are going to come my 
way,” she said. “I have to 
take the risk.”

She said she wants to go 
back to Guatemala and be 
with her family some-
day, but she can’t until 
she feels she has saved 
enough money.

When students come 
back to UNC-Chapel 
Hill in the fall, Pimentel 
Gudiel said she hopes 
businesses will earn 
enough money to begin 
hiring again.

Until then, she said she 
will weather the crisis as 
best she can.

“We trust God that this 
will pass,” she said, “and 
life will go on.”

NC News Intern Corps is a 
program of  the NC Local 
News Workshop, funded 
by the North Carolina 
Local News Lab Fund and 
housed at Elon Universi-
ty’s School of  Communi-
cations.

‘SOMETIMES, I’M LEFT WITH NOTHING’

Julia Pimentel Gudiel helps cook tinga de pollo, a traditional Mexican dish at 
her friend, Elizabeth Cacho’s house.

Photo by Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez
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Construction is underway at MOSAIC!

With covered outdoor dining space and a second-floor terrace for office workers, this inviting 20,000 sq. ft. 
building will be home to Town Hall Burger and Beer and Montgomery, Lee-Moore Capital Company, CE Group, 

Finley Design and Kane Realty offices. Ready for work and play Q3 2021. 

Get to know MOSAIC. It’s where you want to be. Join us.



Roots, family fuel Bear Creek 
teen’s drive to succeed 

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

BEAR CREEK — 
Kelsey Hussey’s drive to 
achieve is impressive.

Just 14 years old, Hus-
sey plays three sports, 
served as the president of  
the Beta Club at Bennett 
Elementary School, has 
gotten straight A’s her 
entire academic career 
thus far and has never 
missed a day of  school — 
even after she suffered 
a season-ending injury 
while playing basketball.

Hussey has lived in 
Bear Creek her entire 
life with her mother, 
Susan, who works for the 
Chatham County School 
System as an accountabil-
ity specialist; her father, 
Travis, who works at Belk 
Building Supply in Siler 
City; her dog, Peanut; 
and her three-legged cat, 
Oreo.

Kelsey said her family, 
starting at a very young 
age, was a main source of  
her drive.

“They always pushed 
me, especially when I was 
younger to go to school 
and supported me in 
whatever I did,” she said. 
“They have been a huge 
help to me to succeed as 
far as I have.”

Kelsey is a third-gener-
ation student of  Bennett 
Elementary School, 
which actually serves 
students from kinder-
garten through eighth 
grade. She admitted she’s 
always been a “fan of  
everything” in school 
and her teachers “always 
pushed me to do my best” 
which “made an impact.” 
She said the school has 
“this family feeling” 
because it’s small and 
“everybody knows every-
body.”

“That’s one fo the 
things I really loved about 
Bennett,” Kelsey said.

In her early years of  
school, she said she never 
really thought much 
about achieving perfect 
attendance. She was 

just “blessed” with good 
health and a generous 
dose of  “self-motivation,” 
saying her parents started 
her off well.

“I guess it’s just who 
I am,” she said. “I’ve 
always thought I’m sup-
posed to go to school and 
do my best.”

Kelsey said she “kept 
pushing” herself  and 
school “became a rou-
tine.” And she credits 
attendance as to why she 
has always gotten straight 
A’s. 

“What you learn every-
day, how important it is 
to go to school,” she said. 
“Yeah, I guess you can 
always make up work, but 
it’s different being there. 
Everyone has their days. 
They get up tired and 
don’t want to go. Or may-
be there are projects you 
don’t want to do. But I just 
kept pushing myself.”

This school year, her 
last at Bennett Elementa-
ry, the notion of  achiev-
ing perfect attendance 
became more significant 
and one bad step nearly 

ended it. Kelsey was play-
ing a basketball game on 
a Thursday night at her 
school. While going in for 
a layup, she rolled her an-
kle. At first, she thought 
it was just a sprain and 
stayed on the sidelines 
until the game was over. 
After, her family took her 
to the hospital where they 
learned she had broken 
her ankle. The doctor told 
her that she could stay 
home for a few days and 
likely return to school the 
following week.

“But I was this close 
to never missing a day,” 
Kelsey said. “I never 
thought about it when I 
was younger, but as I was 
getting closer to gradu-
ation it became a major 
goal for me. So I went to 
school that Friday. It was 
tough, but it was worth 
it. My friends and my 
teachers all helped me so 
much.”

Even in quarantine, 
her drive remains. She 
has been continuing her 
workouts so she can be 
ready for the next sports 

season. She has also cre-
ated a garden at her home 
with her father which in-
cludes a array of  flowers 
and vegetables. And she 
enjoys baking, but not to 
eat the treats. Instead, she 
gives them away to her 
friends and neighbors.

Even with the accom-
plishments she’s already 
achieved, Kelsey is 
nervous about moving to 
the next stage as a rising 
freshman at Chatham 
Central High School. 
In Bennett Elementary 
School, her friends and 
classmates had been with 
her since kindergarten, 
in every class. In high 
school, that dynamic 
changes as students 
move from class to class 
with different kids. She’s 
nervous about trying out 
for sports — basketball, 
volleyball and softball. 
And she’s concerned that 
the work may be a lot 
harder, putting her record 
of  straight A’s at risk. But 
she’s still pushing.

“I’m just going to do my 
best to keep doing what 
I’m doing,” Kelsey said. 

She “wants to be a role 
model,” especially for her 
younger cousins who are 
still attending Bennett 
Elementary School. She 
wants to help them un-
derstand how important 
it is to go to school and 
get good grades on their 
report cards. To that end, 
Kelsey also wants to be a 
elementary school teach-
er. She’s hoping she can 
get an athletic or academ-
ic scholarship and attend 
N.C. State University.

“I’m just making sure 
I stay on track, keeping 
myself  motivated, doing 
my best and not lose track 
of  what my goals are,” 
she said. “I guess my best 
piece of  advice would 
be, even when things are 
hard, just keep pushing. 
I can tell things will pay 
off.”

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.
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Mimosa 
trees — 

friend or foe?
Most gardeners will 

tell you they’ve got a 
love/
hate 
rela-
tion-
ship 
with 
mimo-
sas. On 
the one 
hand, 
these 
decid-
uous 
trees 
are 

quite lovely, with their 
flamingo-pink flow-
ers and airy, multi-
stemmed, vase-like 
branches. On the other, 
they’re volunteers. 
Unwanted acquaintanc-
es. Giant, overgrown, 
bullies staking their 
claim in your landscape 
whether you want them 
or not.

If  you research them 
through the Chatham 
County Extension 
Gardening site, mimo-
sa trees are labelled 
as “Known Invasive 
Plants.” If  you combine 
them with a handful 
of  other plants listed 
on the site — Japa-
nese Barberry, Rus-
sian Olive, Princess 
Tree, and the Oregon 
Grape — you can see 
they’re practically 
an organized mob of  
“known associates” in 
the garden. A veritable 
checklist of  plants to 
clear out. 

Mimosa trees (Al-
bizia julibrissin) are 
hearty. They like full 
sun and a range of  
soil types. They’re 
also drought and 
wind tolerant, which 
means if  you’ve got a 
bunch of  wide-open 
space, they’ll fill it in 
quickly and efficiently. 
But then you’ve got a 
mimosa tree. Or, gasp, 
a mimosa forest. Let 
me assure you: this 
is not the Tinder date 
you’re looking for. So 
let’s look at the pros 
and cons. 

PROS: Even invasive 
plants can be helpful. 
Mimosa trees provide 
great shade, they grow 
quickly, they’ve got 
pretty cotton can-

dy-like blooms, and 
they’re nostalgic. They 
attract hummingbirds, 
are a food source for 
wildlife, and reseed 
themselves.

CONS: They’re inva-
sive. They die quickly 
and pop up in unwanted 
beds. They wilt and 
they harbor mimosa 
webworms. They form 
dense thickets that pre-
vent other plants from 
growing. 

Danny and Robin 
Bergeron inherited half  
a dozen mimosa trees 
when they moved to 
Pittsboro a year ago. 
Danny said, “Even 
though the mimosa 
produces pretty pink 
flowers, it’s the seed-
pods that become the 
issue. They’re filled 
with seeds that can 
germinate anywhere.” 
And even though the 
Bergeron’s have sub-
stantially thinned out 
the herd, they kept two 
mammoth mimosas 
because they actually 
are pretty. It’s a good 
thing they’re hyper-vig-
ilant about taking out 
any volunteers brave 
enough to try and take 
root. 

One truth I’ve learned 
from two and a half  
decades of  gardening 
is that Mother Nature 
always wins, regardless 
of  how diligent you are 
in the garden. I think I’ll 
reserve my mimosas for 
Sunday brunch. Cheers, 
y’all.

For more information:
• NCSU Extension| 

Landscaping for Wild-
life with Native Plants: 
https://content.ces.
ncsu.edu/landscaping-
for-wildlife-with-native-
plants 

• NCSU Extension | 
NC Extension Gardener 
Plant Toolbox: https://
plants.ces.ncsu.edu/
plants/albizia-julibris-
sin/

• NC Invasive Plant 
Council | Mimosa 
Fact Sheet: http://
nc-ipc.weebly.com/up-
loads/6/8/4/6/6846349/
mimosa.pdf   

• The Optimistic 
Gardener | Behind the 
Scenes: www.Optimistic-
Gardener.com 

Photo by Dolly Sickles

Most gardeners have a love-hate relationship 
with Mimosa trees.

DOLLY R. 
SICKLES
The Optimistic 
Gardener

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Kelsey Hussey graduated from Bennett 
Elementary School without missing a day in nine 
years.

4 Chatham students get ‘Young Authors’ honors
CN + R Staff Reports 

Four Chatham County 
students have been named 
winners in this year’s Young 
Authors writing contest.

Winners of the contest 
are selected among writers 
in kindergarten through 
second grades, third 
through fifth grades and 
sixth through eighth grades 
from across the state.

The best out of all of the 
grades earns the Mary Lee 
Moore Distinguished Young 
Author Award, which this 
year went to Margaret B. 
Pollard Middle School’s 
Sophia Baliff for penning 
“Lemon’s Game.”

“I really didn’t expect 
for my story to go so far,” 
Sophia said. “I hope people 
find the meaning behind the 
fear in the main character’s 

everyday life — how her 
mind is always brimming 
with thoughts about how 
things could be different if  
people took the initiative to 
help ‘save the earth’.”

“Wonder Park” earned 
Siler City Elementary 
School’s Kensley Smoak the 
Distinguished Young Au-
thor Award among students 
in kindergarten through 
second grades.

“My book is about a little 
girl named Lucky,” Kensley 
said. “She falls down a mag-
ical hole where she finds 
a magic key and discovers 
a magical place called 
Wonderpark. She teams up 
with Froyo to save Wonder-
park from the evil and ugly 
toys. Together, they restore 
Wonderpark, saving all 
the fun and adventure for 
everyone.”

In the category for writ-
ers in third through fifth 
grades, Perry W. Harri-
son Elementary School’s 
Samuel Resnik emerged as 
the Distinguished Young 
Author with “Separated: A 
Holocaust Story.”

“I have been working 
on getting this prestigious 
award since I was in kin-
dergarten,” Samuel said. 
“My book is a story about 
the Holocaust and how a 
normal person living a nor-
mal life got affected by such 
a terrible event. The main 
character goes through 
her whole life scarred by 
the Holocaust. After a long 
time she goes to her old city 
on a business trip and runs 
into her parents when she 
thought she lost them for-
ever. I want my readers to 
be informed that such a ter-

rible and inhumane event 
happened in history. I want 
my readers to experience 
the shock of living your 
normal life and having a 
terrible event change your 
life for the worst — similar 
to what’s going on now.”

Chatham Middle 
School’s Emmanuel Her-
nandez Castaneda is the 
Distinguished Young Au-
thor among sixth through 
eighth graders with “I Am 
Miguel Angel.”

“My book was written 
for people to see what many 
immigrants have to face in 
order to come to the United 
States,” Emmanuel said. 
“Something I want readers 
to gain from this is simply 
to understand that [the rea-
son] immigrants...come to 
the United States is because 
they want to live [both] a 
better and successful life, 
and that they shouldn’t be 
seen as bad people.”

Sophia, too, was aiming 
to promote understanding.

“Lemon’s Game is a story 
about the future and how 
life might be for the upcom-
ing generations,” Sophia 
said. “It focuses on one girl 
and her means of survival 
in an overpopulated world. 
She doesn’t have a good life; 
in fact, far from it, evident 
by the fact that she is taking 
part in illegal actions in her 
day-to-day life. It’s a look 
into the not-so-pretty side 
of teenage lives while also 
subtly warning you of the 
dangers of the future.”

There’s been an uptick in 
Young Authors participa-
tion among middle school 
students at Silk Hope 
School — over the years it’s 
mostly been submissions 
from kids at the elementary 
level, according to Kim 
Johnson, the media special-
ist at the school.

“To see students who are 
self-motivated to write from 
the heart and share with 
the world has been very en-
couraging,” Johnson said. 

Bonlee School media spe-
cialist Cari Ann Brick wel-
comes more participation 
at her campus but salutes 
the students who put in the 
work to transfer thoughts 
from their craniums to 
their Chromebooks.

“I am proud of those who 
do try and submit a book,” 
Brick said.

32 Powell Place Lane, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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The reaction to the Supreme 
Court’s DACA ruling  

BY OLIVIA ROJAS
News + Record Staff

The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled last week that the 
Trump Administration 
could not terminate the 
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA) 
Program, which protects 
about 700,000 young 
immigrants — commonly 
referred to as “Dreamers” 
— from deportation and 
gives them permission to 
legally work in a renew-
able two-year time period. 

The program, which 
was implemented by the 
Obama Administration 
in 2012, was set to be 
repealed in 2017 by the 
Trump Administration 
with claims that the pro-
gram was unconstitution-
al and illegal by then-U.S. 
Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions. This plan launched 
many lawsuits against the 
program’s repeal. 

Last Thursday, in a 5-4 
ruling, the Court found 
that the Trump Admin-
istration did not provide 
adequate justification for 
its repeal. Chief  Justice 
John Roberts gave the 
opinion. 

“We do not decide 
whether DACA or its 
rescission are sound 
policies,” he wrote. “The 
wisdom of  those decisions 
is none of  our concern. 
Here we address only 
whether the Administra-
tion complied with the 
procedural requirements 
in the law that insist on ‘a 
reasoned explanation for 
its action.’”

In North Carolina, 
according to the Ameri-
can Immigration Coun-
cil, 24,260 active DACA 
recipients lived in the 
state as of  2019, while 
DACA has been granted 
to 92,374 people in total 
since 2012. As of  2019, 64% 
of  DACA-eligible immi-
grants in North Carolina 
had applied for DACA. 
In 2015, about 31,000 high 
school students in North 
Carolina were undoc-
umented — one of  the 
largest undocumented 
high school populations 
in the country. 

For Siler City’s Janet 
Ramirez, 27, Thursday’s 
decision filled her with 
shock and relief.

“I feel like myself  and 

others prepared for all 
the negative outcomes,” 
she said. “I’ll speak for 
myself, I saw this as a loss 
already.” 

Ramirez, the program 
and volunteer coordina-
tor for The Hispanic Liai-
son/El Vínculo Hispano, 
is a native of  Michoacán, 
Mexico. She moved to 
Siler City with her family 
in 2000 when she was just 
8, and she’s been a DACA 
recipient since 2015.

Ramirez said she was 
frustrated by arguments 
against the program.  

“You’ve been raised 
here, you’ve been educat-
ed here and for them to 
not recognize that is very 
disappointing,” she said. 

Ramirez also said 
she wanted Congress to 
create a “clear pathway” 
to citizenship for DACA 
recipients.    

“This is not a perma-
nent fix, this is something 
temporary,” she said. 
“We’re here to stay. A lot 
of  us DACA recipients are 
helping the community 
and making a difference 
within our work, within 
our jobs and within our 
careers. We are more than 
deserving of  having some-
thing more permanent. 
It’s not fair for us to be on 
this rollercoaster, going 
back and forth.”  

Hannia Benitez, 28, 
is the president of  the 
board of  directors for 
The Hispanic Liaison/El 
Vínculo Hispano. A native 
of  Guatemala City, Gua-
temala, she was raised in 
Siler City and has been 
a DACA recipient since 
2013. She hopes the public 

will become aware as a 
result of  this decision.

“We’re really hope-
ful that there is more 
education to the general 
public so that they can 
understand that we want 
to help this country,” 
Benitez said. “This is our 
home, this is all we know. 
We want to be able to give 
back to our communi-
ties.”  

Although it remains 
unclear for students 
whether the DACA 
program will be taking 
new applications, Tych 
Cowdin, the executive di-
rector of  Communities In 
Schools Chatham County 
— whose mission is to 
surround students with a 
network of  support, em-
powering them to stay in 
school and achieve in life 
— said the organization 
stands with all communi-
ty members. 

“We love and fully sup-
port all of  our community 
members, especially those 
who continue to live in 
uncertainty of  what their 
future may hold without 
any clear pathway to citi-
zenship,” he said. “These 
are our classmates and 
community leaders, fami-
ly and friends, who make 
our country a better place 
through their diversity 
and strength of  spirit. We 
will continue to stand and 
support all individuals 
who seek to make a better 
life for themselves and 
their families.” 

News Intern Olivia Rojas 
can be reached at olivia@
chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @oliviamrojas. 

POLICE REPORTS
CHATHAM 
COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

Ja’Cori Naisjay Alston, 20, 
of Siler City, was charged 
June 16 for assault on a fe-
male, interfere emergency 
communications and in-
jury to personal property. 
Alston was jailed under a 
domestic violence 48 hour 
hold with a June 24 court 
date in Pittsboro. 

 David Klarmann, 69, of  
Goldston, was charged 
June 17 for domestic 
violence protective order 
violation. Klarmann was 
issued a written promise to 
appear in Chatham County 
District Court with a July 8 
court date in Pittsboro. 
 
Alicia Jones, 35, of  Siler 
City, was charged June 
17 for larceny from a per-

son, possession of  stolen 
goods/property, financial 
card fraud, exploitation 
of  disabled/elder trust 
and obtain property false 
pretense. Jones was jailed 
under a $10,000 secured 
bond with a July 20 court 
date in Pittsboro.  
 
Samantha Smith, 28, of  
Goldston, was charged 
June 18 for exploitation 
of  disabled/elder trust, 
obtaining property by 
false pretense, financial 
card fraud, identity theft 
and aid and abet domes-
tic violence protective or-
der violation. Smith was 
issued a written promise 
with a July 20 court date 
in Pittsboro. 
 
Sheron Letterlough, 27, 
of  Siler City was charged 
June 18 for communicat-
ing threats. Letterlough 

was issued a written 
promise with a July 1 
court date in Pittsboro. 

STATE HIGHWAY 
PATROL 

Halie Abrams of Ramseur 
was cited June 16 for failing 
to stop at a red light on U.S. 
Highway 64 in Siler City 

Hermon Douglas Jr. of  
Sanford was cited June 
16 for failure to maintain 
lane control on N.C. Hwy. 
42 near Pittsboro.  
 
Donald Henchel of  Pitts-
boro was cited June 16 for 
a yield violation on U.S. 
Hwy. 15 near Pittsboro.
 
Matthew Martin of  Siler 
City was cited June 21 for 
failure to maintain lane 
control on Dorsett Road 
in Siler City.
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‘THIS IS OUR HOME’

Staff photo by Olivia Rojas

The United States Supreme Court ruled June 18 
that the Trump Administration could not end the 
DACA program.

Chorus director gets 
statewide award from 

N.C. Symphony
CN + R Staff Reports

SILER CITY — Matthew Fry, the cho-
rus director at Jordan-Matthews High 

School, has received 
the 2019-20 Jackson 
Parkhurst Award for 
Special Achievement 
from the North Caro-
lina Symphony, one of  
three honors presented 
each year to music 
teachers in the state 
who inspire students 
and make a lasting 

difference in their lives.
The Jackson Parkhurst Award for 

Special Achievement is named for the 
North Carolina Symphony’s former 
director of  education to recognize his 
longstanding service and commitment 
to young people in the state and comes 
with a $500 prize funded through an 
anonymous annual gift.

“I was excited to be nominated and 
thrilled beyond belief  when I was cho-
sen,” Fry said.

After 32 years of  teaching, Fry directs 
a number of  vocal ensembles at J-M, 
is music director for the annual musi-
cal and was twice named the school’s 
Teacher of  the Year. His choirs have 
successfully participated in the annual 
North Carolina Music Performance Ad-
judication, regularly achieving ratings 
of  superior and excellent. Three soloists 
performing this year — Kayli McIntosh, 
Conrad Suits and Jennifer Trejo Benitez 
— all received the highest rating of  
superior.

His students have been selected to 
the North Carolina Honors Chorus and 
participated in the North Carolina All-
State Choir. He is a member of  several 
music education professional associ-
ations and a founding board member 

of  JMArts, the Jordan-Matthews Arts 
Foundation, created to provide oppor-
tunity for student actors, artists and 
musicians.

In addition to his teaching duties, Fry 
is director of  The Fearrington Village 
Singers and the Rocky River Baptist 
Church choir in Siler City. He sang for 
nine years with the Duke Chapel Choir 
and several seasons with the Vocal 
Arts Ensemble of  Durham, both under 
the baton of  Dr. Rodney Wynkoop. He 
is a graduate cum laude of  Missouri 
Western State College, where he was 
named the Outstanding Graduate in 
Vocal Music.

JMArts President Rose Pate, who 
nominated Fry for the award, said she 
is constantly amazed by her colleague’s 
impact across the entire community. 
She praised him for creating a welcom-
ing atmosphere in class that attracts 
a broad cross-section of  the student 
body with a wide range of  musical 
abilities, all working together, while 
still demanding rigor and exceptional 
musicianship. 

“Matt gets it right,” Pate said. “He 
never says, ‘Oh, it’s good enough.’ ‘Good 
enough’ is never enough for him; he 
makes sure students understand what 
‘good’ sounds like. But he does it with 
endless patience with the students’ 
struggles. I’ve seen him working with 
actors for hours, over and over, getting 
them ready for a solo number in the 
show.”

Other 2019-20 honorees were Barina 
Bailey of  Heritage Elementary School 
in Wake Forest, who received the 
Maxine Swalin Award for Outstanding 
Music Educator, and Matthew Holt of  
Durham School of  the Arts, formerly 
with Pinecrest High School in Southern 
Pines, who received the North Carolina 
Symphony Musicians Award.

J-M’S MATTHEW FRY

Fry

Available in one gallon bottles by 
the case (4 one gallons), five gallon 

buckets, and 55 gallon drums. 
Large orders by the pallet and save. 

Shipped directly to your facility 
from the manufacturer. 

Free and very fast shipping!
Medical facilities, schools, offices, 

retail spaces etc. 

discountsani.com 
Pandemic or not, we 

have you covered! 
Call or text 919-753-4826

Email: 
sales@discountsani.com

2624 Hawkins Ave., Sanford, NC 27330
(919) 775-5588 • hiestersanford.com

2019 RAM 3500 LIMITED

2019 RAM 1500 CLASSIC

2020 RAM 1500 BIG HORN

SR878

SR838

SR743

$17,000 Off
6.7 Cummings 

Diesel, 4x4, Mega Cab

V6 Turbo Diesel,

4x4, Crew Cab

5.7 HEMI eTorque,

4x4, Black Widow Edition

N
E
W

There’s no better time 
to TRADE than NOW!

N
E
W

N
E
W

$16,000 Off

UP TO

UP TO

$18,000 Off
UP TO
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Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

Sleeping Beauty is one of the 
fairy tales Perrault wrote down. 
Help the Prince find Sleeping 
Beauty. At the end of the maze, 
the letters along the correct 
path spell the title 
of another 
fairy tale 
Perrault wrote 
down.

Sleeping Beauty is one of the 

          s a child, Charles liked to __________ to the stories told by his 
   elders. They told him stories they had heard as __________. 
These stories were well known and well loved by generations of 
French people, but they had never been __________ down.

   The elders told Perrault about a little girl in a 
   red hood and ________ and about another girl 
   who was raised by her evil stepmother and 
   nasty stepsisters. They _______ him about a 
   princess who pricked her finger on a spinning 
   wheel and _________ until a handsome prince 
   awoke her with a kiss. Do these stories sound 
   familiar?

     Today, children around the 
     _________ know these famous 
     fairy tales because when 
     Charles Perrault grew up, he 
             wrote them down.

French people, but they had never been __________ down.

Stories with Lessons
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Find Sleeping Beauty

Pretend it is your 
favorite fairy tale 

character’s birthday 
and you have $500 
to spend on gifts. 
Look through the 

newspaper to select 
the gifts for this 

character. Spend as 
much of the $500 as 

you can without 
going over budget!

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

in the country of France, 
in the year 1628, a boy named Charles Perrault 
was born.

The French fairy tales were told to teach moral 
lessons to children. Little Tom Thumb tells the story 
about a boy who was the smallest in his family. One 
day he brought good fortune to them all. To find out 
how, you must read the story. Discover the moral 
of the story by reading the message on the scroll.
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fairy tales Perrault wrote down. 
Help the Prince find Sleeping 
Beauty. At the end of the maze, 
the letters along the correct 

fairy tales Perrault wrote down. 
Sleeping Beauty is one of the 
Find Sleeping Beauty
fairy tales Perrault wrote down. 
Help the Prince find Sleeping 
Beauty. At the end of the maze, 

     Today, children around the 
     _________ know these famous 
     Today, children around the 
     _________ know these famous 

   wheel and _________ until a handsome prince 
   awoke her with a kiss. Do these stories sound 
   familiar?

     Today, children around the 
     _________ know these famous 
     fairy tales because when 

     Today, children around the 
     _________ know these famous 
     fairy tales because when      fairy tales because when 
     Charles Perrault grew up, he      Charles Perrault grew up, he 
             wrote them down.             wrote them down.

     Today, children around the 
     _________ know these famous      _________ know these famous      _________ know these famous      _________ know these famous 
     fairy tales because when 
     _________ know these famous 
     fairy tales because when 
     Charles Perrault grew up, he 
             wrote them down.P
     Charles Perrault grew up, he 

P
     Charles Perrault grew up, he 
             wrote them down.P             wrote them down.

     _________ know these famous 
     fairy tales because when      fairy tales because when 
     Charles Perrault grew up, he 

     _________ know these famous 
     fairy tales because when 

I      Today, children around the 
     _________ know these famous 

     Charles Perrault grew up, he 
             wrote them down.
     Charles Perrault grew up, he F     Charles Perrault grew up, he      Charles Perrault grew up, he F     Charles Perrault grew up, he F     Charles Perrault grew up, he 

     _________ know these famous 
     fairy tales because when 
F     Charles Perrault grew up, he 
             wrote them down.

RR

I

RR

D

T

D

L

R
EE

VTBLHPBLV  HQL  TCCLVH  TZL  PZ  HQL  SJBPIE  
DWPZNV  NTTC  STWHMZL.

J = A D = B C = D L = E S = F N = G Q = H
P = I I = L B = M Z = N T = O W = R V = S

H = T M = U E = Y

© 2020 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 36, No. 29

Standards Link: Writing Applications: Develop a topic.

Once Upon a Newspaper
Create a news story that retells one of the fairy 
tales mentioned on this page. For example, 
one headline and article could be “Prince 
Wakens Princess with Kiss.”

“If I had 
wings ...”

Finish this story.

One meaning of the adjective 
moral means a lesson about 
right and wrong behavior.

MORAL

Try to use the word moral 
in a sentence today when 
talking with friends and 

family members.

The moral message was to 
teach honesty.

This week’s word:

Unscramble the fairy tale words. Unscramble the circled letters 
to find out the name of another French tale put into writing by 
Charles Perrault.

Fairy Tale Scramble

NOEC
PUNO
MITE

PIPAYHL
REVE

RATEF
HET  NDE

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

HANDSOME
PERRAULT
FORTUNE
FRANCE
FAMILY
PRINCE
FAIRY
TALES
MORAL
THUMB
FIND
EVIL
KISS
HOOD

F
E
H
T
Y
S
P
A
Y

A
R
S
O
G
R
E
R
T

M
L
A
O
I
O
I
H
T

I
I
D
N
I
F
F
A
A

L
V
C
R
C
F
L
N
F

Y
E
M
H
E
E
A
D
L
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O
S
S
I
K
S
E

F
O
R
T
U
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E
O
S

D
C
A
I
T
H
U
M
B
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T
L
U
A
R
R
E
P

ANSWER: Trying to 
blow out the candles on 

your birthday cake!

Once upon a _______ , there was 

a _____________ dragon named 

Embers. Unlike most dragons 

who breathed fire, Embers 

breathed _________________ .

Embers practiced all the time. 

She sometimes breathed blasts of 

__________  ______________ ,

or little puffs of __________ , but 

fire never happened.

A sorcerer in the ________ tried 

to help Embers. With a wave of 

his hand, Embers took a deep 

breath. And when she exhaled, 

___________  ______________ 

flew out of her mouth. 

Embers was very discouraged. 

But as word spread, she began to 

be hired for kids’ birthday parties. 

The children laughed when she 

would breathe out a cloud of 

______________ or maybe some

______________ . And when she 

would sing, ________________

_____________ would fly out of 

her nostrils!

Soon other dragons asked 

Embers to teach them how to 

produce blasts of __________

___________ instead of flames.  

Dragons around the world 

learned that it was better to 

breathe ________________

rather than fireballs. Knights 

stopped battling dragons and 

instead brought the gifts of 

__________  ____________ .

Thanks to Embers, dragons and 

humans became good friends.

Ask a friend or family member to give 
you nouns and adjectives to fill in the 
blanks in this story. Then read the silly 

story aloud for lots of laughs!



REAL ESTATE
LAND FOR SALE: 7.65 Acres - 
Located approximately, 5 miles 
from Siler City, near Stockyard. 
Would be great for pasture 
land, and/or Residence. Can 
be split into smaller tracts, 
as well. Call: 336-588-2497 for 
more information. N14,tfnx

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2000 sq ft recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS - Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for LWVODC: Advo-
cates For Inclusive and Diverse 
Schools Reopening Task Force 
adults 55 years or older, 1 and 
2 bedroom applications now 
being accepted. Office hours: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD # 1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportunity, 
Handicapped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS Now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. Water 
included, appliances furnished, 
on-site laundry, elevator, keyless 
entry. Section 8 accepted. $486/
mo, no security deposit. Applica-
tion fee $25 per adult. Call Brax-
ton Manor, 919-663-1877. Hand-
icap accessible. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. A2,tfnc

YARD SALES
YARD SALE, ALL DAY, Thursday, 
25th and Friday, 26th only. 
Home of Jimmy Hancock, 2083 
S Chatham Avenue, 1/2 mile 
from Country Store on Old 421 
South. Jn25,1tp

LARGE MULTI-FAMILY, Yard sale, 
Friday and Saturday, June 26 & 
27, Parking lot of Countryside 
Collectibles Antique Mall, 219 
Chatham Square, Siler City. 
Jn25,1tc   

AUCTIONEERS
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call... We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, A2,tfnc

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, Con-
signments, Benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, A2,tfnc

SERVICES
JHJ PAINTING & PRESSURE 
WASH - Interior/Exterior - Com-
mercial/Residential, Staining 
Decks and Fences - Also home 
repairs. We specialize in all 
your home improvement 
needs! Call John Hayes, Jr., 
919-548-0474, Jn25-S10,12tp 

HENDRICK SERVICE, Lawn Care, 
mowing, small back hoe. Will 
dig up bushes, do storm drain 
pipes, drive way pipe, cut 
trees, clean up leaves. 919-548-
4609, A2,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
THIS END UP is currently 
seeking candidates for two 
positions, each with 2-5 years 
experience in furniture manu-
facturing or similar industry/
skills: 1. Mattress Assembler: 
Assembly of foam and inner 
spring mattresses: 2. Uphol-
sterer: Assemble, repair, fit/at-
tach fabrics per specifications. 
Please mail a resume or apply 
in person to: This End Up Fur-
niture Co., Inc., 500 N. 7th St., 
Sanford, NC. An email resume 
can be sent to: hr@thisendup.
com. Jn18,25,2tp

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 217
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  

Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of LANELLE DEES 
PROCHNOW, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 4, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This the 29th day of May, 2020.  
Suzanne McLeod, Executor
494 McLeods Way
Bear Creek, NC 27207

Jn4,Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims 
against RALPH K. ANDERSON 
aka RALPH KENNETH AN-
DERSON [hereinafter “Ralph 
K. Anderson”] of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, who 
died on the 23rd day of March, 
2020, are notified to present 
them to Susan M. Anderson, 
Executrix of the Estate of Ralph 
K. Anderson in c/o Dean P. 
Broz, Attorney for the Estate, 
at Higgins, Frankstone, Graves 
& Morris, P. A., 1414 Raleigh 
Road, Suite 203, Exchange West 
at Meadowmont, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27517-8834 on or before 
September 10, 2020. Failure 
to present a claim in timely 
fashion will result in this 
Notice being pleaded in bar of 
recovery against the estate, 
the Executrix, and the devisees 
of Ralph K. Anderson.  Those 
indebted to Ralph K. Anderson 
are asked to make prompt 
payment to the Estate.
Dean P. Broz, Attorney for the 
Estate
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834

Jn4,Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 152
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of EDSEL LIONEL 
DANIEL, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 

notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 4, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 2nd day of June, 2020.  
Caswell Lionel Daniel, Executor
6515 Glendower Road
Raleigh, NC 27613 

Jn4,Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of MARY ANN KENNEY BUCK, 
Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against 
the Estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the offices 
of Marcus Hudson, Attorney, 
641 Rock Creek Road, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina 27514, 
on or before the 4th day of 
September, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to the Estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 4th day of June, 020. 
Nancy Buck McKenna, Executor
Estate of Mary Ann Kenney 
Buck 
Marcus Hudson, Attorney
641 Rock Creek Road
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514

Jn4,Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 96
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of CHARLES E. HAR-
RINGTON, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 4, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 

recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 2nd day of June, 2020.
Donald Harrington, Executor
2413 Canoe Creek Lane
Apex, NC 27523

Jn4,Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
OF NORTH CAROLINA
BEFORE THE CLERK
GUILFORD COUNTY 
20 SP 772 
IN THE MATTER OF THE FORE-
CLOSURE OF A DEED OF TRUST:
Grantor: Kathy A. Hall
Dated: 08/15/2003
Book 5969, Page 2827
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION
To: The Heirs of Kathy Hall:
TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above entitled 
special proceeding. The nature 
of the relief being sought is as 
follows: Fidelity Bank seeks an 
order disbursing some or all 
of the surplus funds resulting 
from the foreclosure of the 
property at 225 GREEN VALLEY 
ROAD, GREENSBORO, NORTH 
CAROLINA.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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HUGE ESTATE AUCTION
Saturday, June 27th @ 9 AM

FORD SERVICE TRUCK, TRACTORS, FARM IMPLEMENTS, FIRE-
ARMS, COLLECTIBLES, TRAILERS, TOOLS, KNIVES, PLUS MORE!

PREVIEW FRIDAY NOON TILL 6PM 
5042 CARBONTON RD. (HWY 42), SANFORD NC 27330

2006 F-250 XL SUPER DUTY SERVICE TRUCK, MASSEY FERGUSON 231S TRACTOR, 1988 
FORD F-700 FLATBED TRUCK, 48,821 MILES, FORD 600 TRACTOR, 2005 FORD TAURUS 
E 152,000 MILES, 1996 FORD CROWN VICTORIA LX, 2000 CLUB CAR GOLF CART NEEDS 

BATTERIES, AMF HARLEY DAVIDSON GOLF CART NEEDS BATTERIES, OLD SNAPPER RID-
ING MOWER, WOOD-MIZER LT40HD G24 PORTABLE SAW MILL, 2605 HRS., KOHLER 25 HP 

ENGINE, CARONI TC590 5’FINISH MOWER 3PT, 5’ ROTARY CUTTER 3PT, PEGASUS 5’ FINISH 
MOWER 3PT, PARKER FROST INDIAN SERIES II 4 KNIFE SET, SCHRADE CRIMSHAW OF THE 
GREAT OUTDOORS, BOKER TREE BRAND GREAT AMERICAN STORY KNIVES (12), RANGER 

MOD 05-21 20 GA BOLT ACTION, PARDNER 410 GA  3’’ FULL CHOKE, REVELATION MOD 
400C  12 GA AUTO, MOSSBERG MOD 500 A 12 GA PUMP, BUSHNELL TELESCOPE

SCOTT L. HARRIS, AUCTIONEER - BROKER    NCAL #8420   (919) 498-4077
WWW.JERRYHARRISAUCTION.COM       AUCTION FIRM #8086

(Decedent’s name withheld at family’s request)

He is a Saluki, a little like greyhound with 

feathering, white 

color, 65 lbs., 

wearing a red 

collar. Somewhat 

shy, but also very 

friendly. Loves to 

eat  treats. Last 

seen in Gulf, NC. 

Call name Lucky. 

LOST DOG

REWARD OFFERED
 919-898-4846

Apply on line at Mountairejobs.com

Mountaire of Siler City, NC 

IS HIRING!

Mountaire operates a garage out of 
Bonlee, NC and we are looking for several 
Diesel Mechanics on 2nd shift.
We are seeking Mechanics with:
•2-3 years’ experience working as a Diesel Mechanic
•Must possess high school diploma or equivalent
•Must have valid driver’s license, CDL preferred

Mountaire of Siler City, NC is seeking 
Plant Industrial Maintenance Mechanics, all 
shifts up to $30hr dependent on experience.
We have many opportunities available and will be 
interviewing candidates with: 
•2-3 years of maintenance experience within the industrial
mechanical field, and/or relevant technical educational
training i.e. apprenticeship, associate degree and
certifications will be considered
•Ability to use manuals and measuring instruments, read 
diagrams, sketches, and engineering specification. 
•Knowledge of conveying systems, process equipment/
systems, Automatic Debone Machines, and ability to 
complete preventative maintenance procedures
•Able to remove defective parts by disassembling
equipment; using hoists, cranes, hand and power tools

Bonus Eligible Positions!

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
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A HEARING IN THIS MATTER 
IS SCHEDULED FOR 3:00 PM, 
AUGUST 10, 2020 IN ROOM UG-
19 OF THE GUILFORD COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, GREENSBORO, 
AT 201 SOUTH EUGENE STREET, 
GREENSBORO, NORTH CARO-
LINA 27401, at which time the 
attorney for Fidelity Bank will 
request that the Clerk of Supe-
rior Court disburse some or all 
of the surplus funds.
This is the 28th day of May, 
2020.
W. Eric Medlin,

Attorney for Fidelity Bank
Medlin Law Firm, PC
114 North Elm Street, Suite 500
Greensboro, NC 27401
(336) 617-4280

Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,3tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Harold D. McCoy
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of HAROLD D. 
McCOY late of 11257 US 15 501 

North, Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned at 100 
Europa Drive, Suite 271, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina 27517, 
on or before the 12th day of 
September, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms, 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This is the 11th day of June, 
2020.
Teresa Lynn McCoy Crumley, 
Executor of
the Estate of Harold D. McCoy
Dori J. Dixon
Schell Bray PLLC
Attorney for the Estate
100 Europa Drive, Suite 271
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 
27517

Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,4tc 

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 3rd day 
of June, 2020, as Administra-
tor of the Estate of LISA KAY 
MANSFIELD, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the decedent 
to exhibit the same to the un-
dersigned on or before the 9th 
day of September, 2020, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebt-
ed to the estate should make 
immediate payment.
This the 5th day of June, 2020.
David Mansfield, Administrator 
of the
Estate of Lisa Kay Mansfield
191 Moncure Flatwood Rd
Moncure, NC 27559 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
115 Chatham Street, Suite 302 
Sanford, NC 27330

Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
William Lextor Thompson hav-
ing qualified as the Administra-
tor CTA of the Estate of JOAN 
CLARK THOMPSON, Deceased, 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Chatham 
County on May 7, 2020, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before September 9, 2020, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 8th day of June, 2020. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. 
Vandeveer, 50101 Governors 
Drive, Suite 150, Chapel Hill, NC 
27517.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
50101 Governors Drive, Suite 
150
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Jennifer B. 
McBee and Jeffrey C, Brewer, 
having qualified as Co-Execu-
tors of the Estate of SHIRLEY 
S. BREWER, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, this is to noti-
fy all persons having claims 
against said estate to present 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 11th Day of 
September, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 

undersigned. 
This the 11th day of June, 2020. 
Jennifer B. McBee
98 Pine Lake Drive
Siler City, NC 27344
1-336-707-7971
Jeffrey C Brewer
929 Landings Drive
Chattanooga, TN 37422
1-423-443-5007
W. Ben Atwater, Jr. 
Attorney at Law
PO Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850

Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having 
qualified on the 5th day of 
June, 2020, as Executor of the 
Estate of PAULINE M. GILLIS, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 11th day of 
September, 2020, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 11th day of June 2020. 
Charles A. Gillis, Executor of 
The Estate of Pauline M. Gillis
4011 University Drive 
Suite 300
Durham, NC  27707
G. Rhodes Craver, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707

Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS
OF PATRICIA LEE SCHADE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
PATRICIA LEE SCHADE, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, are notified to exhibit them 
to Curtis W. Schade, as Execu-
tor of the decedent’s estate on 
or before September 11, 2020, 
c/o Gregory Herman-Giddens, 
Attorney at Law, 8889 Pelican 
Bay Boulevard, Suite 400, 
Naples, FL 34108, or be barred 
from their recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment to the above named 
Executor.
This the 8th day of June, 2020.
Curtis W. Schade, Executor
c/o Gregory Herman-Giddens, 
Atty.
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & 
Holt, P.A.
8889 Pelican Bay Boulevard, 
Suite 400
Naples, FL 34018

Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
17 E 427
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Limited 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of DEBORAH E. 
ANDREWS, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 11, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 11th  day of June, 2020.  
Patrick W. Hamlett, 
Limited Personal Represen-
tative
2128 Briar Chapel Parkway
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

Jn11,Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executrix of the 

Estate of RACHEL LINDA HILL, 
Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
offices of Tillman, Whichard 
& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne 
Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27514, on or before the 18th 
day of September, 2020, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons in-
debted to the estate will please 
make immediate payment.
This 18th day of June, 2020.
Mary Hill Mabe aka Mary Hill 
Farmer, 
Executrix, Estate of Rachel 
Linda Hill
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC 
501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against GREENE FENLEY III aka 
Greene Fenley aka Greene Fenley 
II (hereinafter “Greene Fenley 
III”) of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, who died on the 11th 
day of March, 2020, are notified 
to present them to William 
Greene Fenley, Executor of the 
Estate of Greene Fenley III in 
c/o David R. Frankstone, Attor-
ney for the Estate, at Higgins, 
Frankstone, Graves & Morris, 
P. A., 1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 
203, Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834 
on or before September 24, 
2020. Failure to present a claim 
in timely fashion will result 
in this Notice being pleaded 
in bar of recovery against the 
estate, the Executor, and the 
devisees of Greene Fenley 
III.  Those indebted to Greene 
Fenley III are asked to make 
prompt payment to the Estate.
David R. Frankstone
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834

Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 271
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Co-Exec-
utors of the Estate of PHOEBE 
MAY MIEDREICH, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 18, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of June, 2020.
Co-Executors:
1. Lawrence S. Miedreich
340 High Ridge Lane
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
2. Nadine S. Miedreich
340 High Ridge Lane
Pittsboro, NC 27312 

Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,4tp

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
HAVING QUALIFIED as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of AMY 
ELIZABETH BUCKNER late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 16th day of 
September, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 

recovery.
This the 15th day of June, 2020.
Gary Cyr, Administrator of
The Estate of Amy Elizabeth 
Buckner
Post Office Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina  
27312
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ROPER & 
LEE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605

Jn18,Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Jane Carroll Livziey having 
qualified as the Executrix of 
the Estate of ROY CARROLL, 
Deceased, in the Office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Cha-
tham County on June 17, 2020, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before September 23, 2020, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 17th day of June 2020. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. 
Vandeveer, 50101 Governors 
Drive, Suite 150, Chapel Hill, 
NC, 27517.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
50101 Governors Drive, Suite 
150
Chapel Hill, NC, 27517

Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 270
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of MICHAEL 
RAY KIDD, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 25, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of June, 2020.
Lauren Rebecca Kidd Punch,
Administrator
62 Jubilee Ct.
Clayton, NC 27527

Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,4tp

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUST-
EE FORECLOSURE SALE OF REAL 
PROPERTY
20-SP-17
UNDER AND BY VIRTUE of the 
power and authority contained 
in that certain Deed of Trust ex-
ecuted and delivered by Rachel 
R. Rogers dated April 22, 2004 
and recorded on April 28, 2004, 
in Book 1100 at Page 520, in 
the Office of the Register of 
Deeds of Chatham County, 
North Carolina; and because of 
default in the payment of the 
indebtedness secured thereby 
and, pursuant to demand of the 
holder of the Note secured by 
said Deed of Trust, the under-
signed, Goddard & Peterson, 
PLLC (Substitute Trustee) will 
offer for sale at the courthouse 
door in the City of Pittsboro, 
Chatham County, North Caro-
lina, or the customary location 
designated for foreclosure 
sales, on Tuesday, July 7, 2020 
at 10:30 AM and will sell to the 

Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

  
  Cutters,    Builders

ALSO
   

    s   available positions 
with Training pay of $12.00 to start.. 

Hurry! Training pay is effective 07/06/2020  

Local Driver

Positions Available

Please Inquire At: Wilson Brothers Main Office
20412 NC Hwy 902, Bear Creek, NC 27207

Applications Also Available Online: 
www.wilsonbrotherstrucking.com

EOE/M/F/V

$8,000 Sign-On Bonus 

Immediate Openings!

Now Accepting Truck Driver and 
 Truck Mechanic Applications!

Please Inquire At: Wilson Brothers Main Office
20412 NC Hwy 902, Bear Creek, NC 27207

Applications Also Available Online: www.wilsonbrotherstrucking.com

• A Minimum Three Years’ Experience

• Good Driving Record / Clear History Required

• Competitive Pay & Benefits Package Includes: 401K Plan,
   Medical Insurance, Dental Insurance, Holiday & Vacation Pay

  

 

Milling & Trucking Co., Inc.

EOE/M/F/V

• Feed Haul, Grain Hopper, Live Haul, 
 and Pallet Haul Drivers
• Local Loads – Home Daily
• 200-300 Miles Per Day
• Drive A New Truck - 2020 Year Model
• Good Driving Record/Clean History Required
• Competitive Pay & Benefits Package Includes:  
 Medical, Dental, Life, STD and LTD Insurance, 
 401K Plan, Holiday & Vacation Pay

DRIVERS
WANTED

2008 ROAD KING CLASSIC 
ANNIVERSARY EDITION

Many extras including matching 
road pack. 29,000 miles. 
Mint condition. $9,250 

919-423-0842

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

Lease Your Land for 
Hunting. Prepaid annual 
lease payments $5M liability 
insurance. We handle 
everything for you. Base Camp 
Leasing 1-866-309-1507 www.
basecampleasing.com

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications 
for the following position: 
Information Technology (IT) 
Security Engineer. Cloud 
Systems Analyst. For detailed 
information and to apply, 
please visit our employment 
portal at: https://faytechcc.
peopleadmin.com/ Human 
Resources Office Phone: 
(910) 678-7342 Internet: http://
www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal 
Opportunity Employer

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters 
and more!  To learn more, call 
now!  855-667-9944

Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and 
your family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Call 844-865-6247 today. Free 
Consultation. No Risk.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. 
NO obligation, NO risk! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-641-0129

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
[350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! Call 1-844-496-8601 
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write-off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call 
for details: 866-412-0719

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! 
We specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 844-
376-0084

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for the 
following position: Success 
Coach - Corporate and 
Continuing Education (Grant 
Funded). Success Coach 
(Part-Time). Department Chair 
in Corporate and Industry 
Training. Advertising & Graphic 
Design Instructor. For detailed 
information and to apply, 
please visit our employment 
portal at: https://faytechcc.
peopleadmin.com/ Human 
Resources Office Phone: 
(910) 678-7342 Internet: http://
www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal 
Opportunity Employer

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for the 
following position: Security 
Shift Supervisor - Lieutenant 
(NON SWORN). Practical 
Nursing Instructor. Respiratory 
Therapy Instructor. For 
detailed information and 
to apply, please visit our 
employment portal at: https://
faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/ 
Human Resources Office 
Phone: (910) 678-7342 
Internet: http://www.faytechcc.
edu. An Equal Opportunity 

Employer

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing 
aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 
45-day money back guarantee! 
919-348-4840

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE provides 
FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 844-401-1673

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-393-3307 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/nc

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-877-920-7405 (some 
restrictions apply)

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
888-351-1231 [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe.  A+ 
BBB rated.  Call National Debt 
Relief 844-314-8819.

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings 
of $444/year!  Call 866-414-
8635!  (M-F 8am-8pm Central)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

BOY SCOUT 
C O M P E N S A T I O N 
FUND - Anyone that was 
inappropriately touched by a 
Scout leader deserves justice 
and financial compensation!  
Victims may be eligible for a 
significant cash settlement.  
Time to file is limited.  Call 
Now!  919-802-7784

LOOKING TO EXPAND 
INTO THE COMMERCIAL 
MARKET?? Coatings 
manufacturer looking for 
company to install coatings 
on commercial roofs, in North 
& South Carolina. CALL 740-
656-0177.

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-213-6711

Statewide Classified



Two questions, many answers: State capitol edition
Two years ago, I was 

prescient. I wish I could 
say it 
was 
in the 
stock 
market, 
or fore-
knowl-
edge of  
lottery 
num-
bers, but 
I can’t.

It was 
about 
enter-

taining during a quaran-
tine — sort of.

For a holiday piece for 
another publication, I 
came up with the idea of  
a virtual potluck party. I 
asked notable North Caro-
linians if they were invited 
to a Kwaanza, Christmas, 
or Hanukkah potluck what 
would they bring? 

Once I explained my 
strange idea to folks, 
many people RSVP’d with 
dishes, recipes, and stories 
about the origin of  those 
dishes. Ken Smith from 
WRAL, community activ-
ist and musician Pierce 
Freelon, the mayors of  
both Raleigh and Durham, 
and state government 
officials participated.

Some of  the recipes 
were included in the final 
piece, and some were not. 

One of my very favorite 
recipes came from the two 
guests I was most excited 
about.  Governor Roy Coo-
per and First Lady Kristin 
Cooper participated and the 
dish they virtually brought 
came from Mrs. Cooper’s 
Oklahoma childhood.

After church on Sun-
days, young Kristin and 
her family would go for 
lunch to Dodser’s Cafete-
ria. Her favorite treat was 

the pineapple fluff pie. 
Years later, she discov-

ered a very similar recipe 
online. She increased 
the amount of  pillowy 
whipped cream, and the 
recipe was just as she 
remembered it. Today it 
is an anticipated part of  
holiday meals and special 
occasions for the Coopers. 

It’s this crazy com-
bination of  pineapple 
toasted and pecan-spiked 

whipped cream sitting 
on top of  a buttercream/
pastry cream hybrid 
that’s somehow light and 
rich at the same time. I 
made it for my family and 
it was a huge hit with the 
whole tribe (plus, I got to 
tell them the recipe came 
straight from the Gover-
nor’s Mansion).

This pie is so delicious 
that I’ve given the First 
Lady honorary chef status.  
So, I asked her to answer 
our two pandemic-related 
culinary questions.

When the larder’s getting 
empty, what’s your favorite 
pantry meal?

“In the summer, pasta 
with fresh tomatoes, basil 
and Italian parsley from 
the garden,” she said. “Add 
lemon juice, olive oil, and 
garlic if  available at home.”

What’s your best food-re-
lated activity suggestion for 
staving off familial boredom 
and the resulting mayhem? 
(Maybe something you did 
with daughters Hilary, Na-
talie, and Claire when they 
were small, and you were all 
stuck in the house?).

“My daughters and I 
loved having tea parties at 
home. We’d have tea with 

loose leaves, a teapot, home-
made scones, and clotted 
cream with strawberry 
jam. Those afternoons were 
always a treat.”

And although my original 
idea was for a holiday pot-
luck, having a virtual party 
via Zoom or Google Hang-
outs with friends is perfect 
if you’re sheltering in dif-

ferent places. To add some 
spice, exchange recipes and 
everyone makes somebody 
else’s special dish.

Enjoy your remote soi-
ree. And as Dave Bautista 
says in that commercial, 
“Pants optional!”

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@

bullcity.mom.
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highest bidder for cash the fol-
lowing real estate situated in 
the County of Chatham, North 
Carolina and being more par-
ticularly described in the above 
referenced Deed of Trust, 
together with all improvements 
located thereon: 
Address of Property: 2746 St. 
Luke Church Road, Goldston, 
NC 27252 
Tax Parcel ID:  0009772 
Present Record Owner: Estate 
of Rachel R. Rogers Trust-
ee may, in the Trustee sole 
discretion, delay the sale for 
up to one hour as provided 
in N.C.G.S. §45-21.23. Said 
property is sold subject to 
applicable Federal and State 
laws. A deposit of five percent 
(5%) of the amount of the 
bid or seven hundred fifty 
Dollars ($750.00), whichever is 
greater, is required and must 
be tendered in the form of cer-
tified funds at the time of the 
sale. Should the property be 
purchased by a third party, that 
party must pay the excise tax, 
any Land Transfer Tax, as well 
as the court costs of Forty-Five 
Cents ($0.45) per One Hundred 
Dollars ($100.00) required by 

N.C.G.S. §7A-308(a)(1). 
The real property described 
above is being offered for sale 
“AS IS, WHERE IS”�and will 
be sold subject to all superior 
liens, unpaid taxes, and special 
assessments. Neither the Sub-
stitute Trustee nor the holder 
of the Note secured by the 
Deed of Trust being foreclosed, 
nor the officers, directors, 
attorneys, employees, agents 
or authorized representatives 
of either the Substitute Trustee 
or the holder of the Note make 
any representation or warranty 
relating to the title or any 
physical, environmental, health 
or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the 
property being offered for sale, 
and any and all responsibili-
ties or liabilities arising out of 
or in any way relating to any 
such condition expressly are 
disclaimed. 
The sale will be held open for 
ten (10) days for upset bids as 
required by law. If the Trustee 
or Substitute Trustee is unable 
to convey title to this property 
for any reason, the sole remedy 
of the purchaser is the return 
of the deposit. Reasons of such 

inability to convey title include, 
but are not limited to, the filing 
of a bankruptcy petition prior 
to the sale and reinstatement 
of the loan without knowledge 
of the Substitute Trustee(s). 
If the validity of the sale is 
challenged by any party, the 
Substitute Trustee(s), in its/
their sole discretion, if it/
they believe(s) the challenge 
to have merit, may declare 
the sale to be void and return 
the deposit. The purchaser 
will have no further remedy. 
Additional Notice where the 
Real Property is Residential 
with less than 15 Rental Units: 
An order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. §45-21.29 
in favor of the purchaser and 
against the party or parties 
in possession by the Clerk of 
Superior Court of the County in 
which the property is sold. 
Any person who occupies the 
property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or 
renewed on or/after October 1, 
2007, may, after receiving the 
notice of sale, terminate the 
rental agreement by providing 
written notice of termination to 

the landlord, to be effective on 
a date stated in the Notice that 
is at least ten (10) days, but 
no more than ninety (90) days, 
after the sale date contained 
in the Notice of Sale, provided 
that the mortgagor has not 
cured the default at the time 
the tenant provides the Notice 
of Termination. Upon termi-
nation of a rental agreement, 
the tenant is liable for rent due 
under the rental agreement 
prorated to the effective date 
of such termination. This is a 
communication from a debt 
collector. The purpose of this 
Communication is to collect 
a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that 
purpose, except as stated 
below in the instance of 
bankruptcy protection. If you 
are under the protection of 
the bankruptcy court or have 
been discharged as a result of 
a bankruptcy proceeding, this 
notice is given to you pursuant 
to statutory requirement and 
for informational purposes and 
is not intended as an attempt 
to collect a debt or as an act to 
collect, assess, or recover all 
or any portion of the debt from 

you personally. 
FN# 3051.01119  
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NOTICE TO CREDITOR
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20 E 286
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Administrator of 
the Estate of MARY PATTISHALL 
ALSTON, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to 
the undersigned at his address, 
54 Pattishall Road, Pittsboro, 
North Carolina, 27312, on or 
before the 25th day of Sep-
tember, 2020, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 18th day of June, 2020.
Henry R. Alston
54 Pattishall Road
Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312
GUNN & MESSICK, LLP
P.O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 

27312-0880
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20 E 287
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of HAROLD E. TRUELOVE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at his 
address, 2501 Dockery Lane, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, 27606, 
on or before the 25th day of 
September, 2020, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 19th day of June, 2020.
Dwight Jones, Executor
2501 Dockery Lane
Raleigh, North Carolina 27606
GUNN & MESSICK, LLP
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312-0880

Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,4tc

Pineapple Fluff Pie
The pie filling is piled into one pie crust
1 baked and cooled 9-inch piecrust
2 cups sifted powdered sugar
1 stick of butter (1/2 cup), softened
2 large pasteurized eggs
1/8 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
1 1/2 cups heavy cream
3/4 cup powdered sugar
1 can very well-drained crushed pineapple
1 cup finely chopped, roasted pecans

Cream first 2 cups powdered sugar and 
butter, beat in eggs until very light and fluffy.  
Spread that into baked and cooled pie crust. 
Chill.

Then whip cream until stiff, and gradually 
beat in 3/4 cup powdered sugar. Fold in the 
pineapple and pecans.

Pile that onto the first layer which has chilled, 
then chill the whole thing.  Chilling overnight is 
best.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Submitted photo

N.C. First Lady Kristin Cooper.

Chatham 4-H members attend 2020 
Citizenship North Carolina Focus

CN+R Staff Report

A delegation of  Cha-
tham County 4-H mem-
bers attended 4-H Citi-
zenship North Carolina 
Focus, which was held 
virtually this year.

The Chatham delegation 
attended with more than 
200 youth and adults rep-
resenting 56 4-H programs 
across the state. Delegates 
participated in facilitated 
discussions and activities 
related to the importance 
of advocacy, local govern-
ment, state government 
and action planning.

Emir Vargas, Abigail 
Molina, Bacho, Catlin 
Gantt, Reyna Nava, Kenia 
Uribe, Santos Vazquez 
Quiquivix, Avery Wright, 
Briseydi Nava Zarate, 
Giancarlo Lopez and Rae 

Fridley represented Cha-
tham County at the June 
15-17 conference. Through 
various conference 
sessions and facilitated dis-
cussions, delegates learned 
from leaders across the 
state and from other con-
ference attendees. 

The 4-H Citizenship 
North Carolina Focus is 
sponsored by NC Electric 
Cooperatives. 4-H is North 
Carolina’s largest youth 
development organiza-
tion, equipping more 
than 262,200 young people 
each year with the skills 
to succeed and improve 
the world around them. 
4-H programs and camps 
encourage young peo-
ple to “learn by doing,” 
helping them to develop 
into active, contributing 
citizens. N.C. State Exten-

sion and the Cooperative 
Extension Program at 
N.C. A&T State University 
coordinate 4-H programs 
statewide

N.C. State Extension is 
the local and statewide out-
reach provider of North 
Carolina’s pre-eminent 
research enterprise, N.C. 
State. N.C. State Extension 
translates research-based 
knowledge in the areas 
of agriculture, food and 
nutrition, and 4-H youth 
development into every-
day solutions that create 
economic, intellectual 
and societal prosperity for 
North Carolina.

For more information 
on this event or other 4-H 
programs, please contact 
Liz Mauney, 4-H Program 
Assistant in Chatham 
County at 919-542-8257.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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