
BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Earlier this year, a 
routine traffic stop along Jack Ben-
nett Road led Roy Barnes to speak 
out about the need for police reform 
in Chatham County.

That’s because Barnes, who’s 
lived in Pittsboro for 40 years, is a 
Black man, and his negative experi-
ences with police in the past made 
the traffic stop feel like anything but 
routine. For starters, he had no idea 
why he was being pulled over and 
didn’t feel safe doing so until he’d 
reached a gas station where he could 
interact with the officer in public. 

On the way to the gas station, he was 
so worried he called his wife and 
asked her to meet him there.

In the end, he discovered he was 
pulled over for driving left of  the 
yellow line — something he says 
he’s pretty sure didn’t happen — and 
didn’t receive a ticket for it. Follow-
ing the incident, Barnes decided 
to reach out to Chatham County 
Sheriff Mike Roberson to voice his 
concerns.

“I just wanted to have a conver-
sation about policing, and it’s been 
deep in me ever since I’ve been a 
kid from Pittsburgh,” Barnes said, 
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NOTE TO 
READERS

Beginning in Decem-
ber, the News + Record 
will be changing print-
ers — moving from The 
Winston-Salem Journal’s 
facility to that of the 
News & Observer in 
Raleigh. For subscribers, 
starting in December, 
this space on the front 
page will contain your 
name and address label. 
For single-copy buyers, 
this space will be blank. 
If you’re not a subscrib-
er, you can become a 
CN+R member at cha-
thamnewsrecord.com/
subscribe.

New Siler City job opportunities 
are brewing at The Alliance 

Parents express mixed 
feelings about Plan B

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

Last Thursday, more than 
1,800 students were able to 
return to Chatham County 
Schools under Plan B, follow-
ing the Board of  Education’s 
Nov. 9 vote for students in 
3rd-5th grade to return Nov. 
19, with students in 6th-8th set 
to return Dec. 7. 

These students joined the 
nearly 2,000 PreK, K-2 and Ex-
tended Content Standard E.C. 
students who returned Oct. 
19. For now, high schoolers 
will remain in Plan C through 
Jan. 15 — in accordance with 
the board’s Sept. 23 decision to 
extend Plan C past the original 
nine-week time frame to the 
end of  the semester in Janu-
ary.

As the board predicted 
throughout its discussions 
over the last few months, 
Chatham parents feel very 
differently about Plan B.

“Last year it was just 
shambles,” said Chris Hous-
ton, a CCS parent, of  remote 
learning. “We were certainly 
concerned at the beginning of  
the term, but then everything 
started and the teacher was 
very organized and we had 
multiple Zoom calls every day. 
She had a good structure of  
what the children should be 
doing when they weren’t on 
Zoom calls … we thought it 
was going well.”

Houston has two children 
— a daughter in 1st grade 
at North Chatham Elemen-

‘Bringing the situation to light’: Locals 
discuss police reform in Chatham 

Chatham write-ins lighten election mood
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

Chatham’s votes from the Nov. 
3 election are now almost fi-
nalized; recounts in the Dist. 5 
commissioners’ race and the N.C. 
Supreme Court chief  justice seat 
were completed Monday, and cer-
tification is all that’s left. Given 
that, we asked our reporter Lars 
Dolder, who’s helped with the 
newspaper’s election coverage, to 
check out the 1,109 write-in votes 
cast by local residents. Here’s his 
report. 

This year’s election news, much 
of which I’ve covered for Chatham 

County in the past few months, 
has been dominated by accounts 
of voter protestation — voters 
crying election fraud, election 
tampering, election indiscretion. 

But little attention has been 
given to a time-honored tra-
dition of  quiet voter protest: 
write-in voting.

I get why. Write-ins represent 
less than 1% of  the total vote. 
But 1% of  this country is still 
more than 3 million people, and 
lots of  folks in Chatham, so this 
is their story.

And why shouldn’t we recog-
nize the stoic determination to 
overcome impossible odds just to 
get one’s way? Isn’t that the Amer-

ican dream? We give platforms 
to the Constitution and Green 
parties, and they earned a smaller 
proportion of votes than write-ins.

Besides, the romantic notion 
of  ousting crotchety old politi-
cians with a surprise write-in 
landslide isn’t totally unprec-
edented. On rare occasion, 
organized write-in campaigns 
have seated candidates in even 
prominent roles.

For example, back in 1954, 
Strom Thurmond won his place 
in the U.S. Senate from a wave of  
write-in support, and he stayed 
there more than 40 years.

But Thurmond had previously 
been a governor. Constituents 

knew his record of public service.
Interesting, then, that most 

write-in candidates seem 
woefully unqualified for their 
prospective assignments. 

Kanye West was the winner of  
Chatham’s write-in contest for 
president, but it makes sense. 
The Wyoming preacher (and 
one-time musician? husband of  
a Kardashian?) was one of  few in 
the country this year to make a 
genuine call for write-in support. 

“Keep believing in Kanye 2020,” 
he posted on his Twitter on Nov. 3 
after casting what he said was “the 
first vote of my life.”

Latino families in 
Chatham share their 

Thanksgiving traditions
BY VICTORIA JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — For Janet 
Pulido and her extended fam-
ily, Thanksgiving Day is 
normally one big party 
with food, dancing and 
— of  course — drink-
ing.

It usually starts 
around 8 p.m. In 
bigger family 
gatherings, Pu-
lido’s aunts, 
uncles and 
cousins are 
all there, though 
some arrive later than others. 
The percussive rhythms of  
cumbia music often play in the 
background — mainly cumbia, 
Pulido said, though sometimes 

they mix in bachata, meren-
gue and salsa music.

“We eat first. The uncles are 
probably already drinking at 
that point,” she said, laughing, 
“but we eat first and then par-

ty. When we eat, we don’t 
typically sit all at one 
table and pass the food 
around and then eat. We 
serve whatever we are 

going to eat 
and then we 
sit somewhere 

and eat.”
For many 

Latino immi-
grants and their 

families in Chatham, like 
Pulido’s family, Thanksgiving 
is a time to be and feast with 

‘EAT FIRST AND THEN PARTY’

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Lisa Fedele 
is on a mission to infuse Siler 
City with new culture and eco-
nomic stimulus — and it’s all 
starting with her downtown 
coworking space.

The Louisiana native moved 
to Chatham County eight years 
ago after taking a job at Cisco 
Systems Inc. in Research Tri-
angle Park as a global creative 
operations lead. But corporate 
management is just a recent 
bullet point on her expansive 
résumé. The self-described 
“serial entrepreneur” has 
been a business consultant, 
restaurant owner and interior 
designer. She even worked 
as a strategic planner for the 
13 museums and historical 
properties in the Louisiana 
State Museum system. Her 
many pursuits share a com-
mon theme, though — art and 
education.

“Much of  my career was 
focused on working with orga-
nizations that have an educa-
tional mission,” Fedele said, 
“… fostering creativity and 
financial independence.”

She lives in Silk Hope and 
is still with Cisco, managing 
a global team of  employers 
and contractors, but two years 
ago, she bought the Farmers 
Alliance building in down-
town and created The Alli-
ance, a coworking space, in 
the latest iteration of  her life’s 
endeavor.

“I purchased the building 
because I couldn’t bear to see 
such an important building 
vacant,” Fedele said. “The 
Farmers Alliance has been 
the heart of  downtown and it 
was important that it be main-
tained and honored.”

The corner building at 134 
S. Chatham Ave. has been a 
fixture of  Siler City almost 
since the town’s inception. 
The Farmers Alliance Coop-
erative Association opened 
its doors in 1888, one year 
after Siler City was founded, 
to “disseminate information 
regarding innovative agricul-

tural practices,” Fedele said, 
“a forerunner to the state’s ag-
ricultural extension services.” 
It’s where farmers could buy 

staple items like seed and fer-
tilizer in bulk at reduced pric-

Julia Marina, 
owner of 
Milestone Bag 
Co., is exactly 
the kind of 
entrepreneur 
Fedele hoped 
to incubate 
in her 
downtown 
coworking 
space. Staff 
photo by Peyton 
Sickles

See ALLIANCE, page A12

KANYE FOR PRESIDENT?

See WRITE-INS, page A3

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Michael Feezor of the N.C. Arts Incubator and Lisa Fedele, 
owner of The Alliance, sit in the program-center half 
of the building where students can access high-speed 
internet and confer with teachers in-person.
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‘I would say policing is a problem everywhere,’ said 
Roy Barnes of Pittsboro. ‘As a Black man I want to 
stop being afraid my whole life.’See POLICE, page A7

‘HE’S REALLY MISSED HIS SCHOOL’

See TRADITIONS, page A3

See PLAN B, page A8
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
due to coronavirus. Verify 
with organizers prior to 
events.

CANCELLATIONS 

• Chatham County 
Council on Aging: both 
centers are closed at this 
time until further notice. 
If  you need to pick up 
supplies, call the Siler 
City or Pittsboro location 
or check our website at 
chathamcoa.org. 
• The Siler City Christmas 
Parade has been canceled 
for this year.

ON THE AGENDA

• Central Carolina Commu-
nity College: Whether you 
are looking for flexible 
course choices to meet 
your personal schedule or 
starting a new program 
of  study, CCCC’s 8-week 
term allows you to find 
courses that fit your ac-
ademic and career goals. 
To register for courses, 
contact your advisor or 
the admissions office at 
919-718-7300 (Lee Main 
Campus), 919-545-8025 
(Chatham Main Campus), 
and 910-814-8827 or 910-
814-8867 (Harnett Main 
Campus). See www.cccc.
edu/12and8 for a list of  
classes.

THURSDAY 

• Thanksgiving Day is 
celebrated today. It’s a 
holiday for many agencies 
and businesses.
• Chatham Literacy is 
hosting its first “Holiday 
Door Decorating Event.” 
If  family can’t visit this 
holiday season, open your 
doors anyway through 
Chatham Literacy, Deco-
rate your door celebrat-
ing a holiday between 
Thanksgiving and New 
Year’s and you may win a 
prize and bragging rights. 

$20/door, per entry, now 
through Dec. 21.  Regis-
tration details at www.
chathamliteracy.org or 
919-214-1269.
• The Chatham Historical 
Museum will be closed 
on Thanksgiving Day, 
but will be open the 
day before and the day 
after. Regular hours are 
Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Fridays from 11 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Masks 
required and groups will 
be distanced. Adult and 
kid friendly; with no ad-
mission fee. The current 
special exhibit is vintage 
toys. Don’t miss it! Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of  Chatham’s 
unique history. The 
Museum is located in the 
historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in the circle 
at Pittsboro. More info: 
https://chathamhistory.
org
• The Pittsboro Farm-
ers Market is open with 
seasonable items year-
round from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
Thursdays. It is located at 
287 East St., Pittsboro.
• St. Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church provides a 
healthy, appetizing meal at 
no cost to those who come 
to us hungry at noon on 
Thursdays, but it will not 
be held on Thanksgiving. 
We provide a place of  
hospitality and fellowship 
for everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.

UPCOMING 

• Supper with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will be held on 
Friday, Dec. 4, from 5:30 to 
8 p.m. at the Paul Braxton 
Gymnasium, where the 
facility will be turned 
into a winter wonderland. 
This is a floating event 
and pre-registered tickets 
are required to enter as 
space is limited. Event 
tickets are available 
online at www.silercity.
org or in City Hall, 311 
North Second Ave., Siler 
City. Adult tickets are $10 

and tickets for children 
age 12 and younger are $5. 
The deadline to register 
is Nov. 27 or until full. No 
tickets will be available on 
the day of  the event. For 
more information, con-
tact Daniel Spivey with 
the Siler City Parks and 
Recreation Department 
at (919) 742-2699, email 
recreation@silercity.org, 
or visit us online at www.
silercity.org.
• The Central Carolina Com-
munity College Foundation 
is sponsoring a special 
holiday season drive-thru 
event on Thursday, Dec. 3, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the 
Dennis A. Wicker Civic 
& Conference Center 
parking lot. The event 
is geared toward small 
children and will include 
cookies and candy canes, 
elves, and a snowwom-
an — and, Santa Claus. 
Appropriate COVID-19 
measures are in place and 
will be observed.
• With COVID-19 sweep-
ing the country, artists’ 
livelihoods are being chal-
lenged like never before. 
The Chatham Arts Coun-
cil has put together a re-
lief  effort specifically for 
artists and arts-workers 
called CAARE: Chatham 
Artist and Arts-Worker 
Relief Effort. For more 
information on CAARE, 
or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• JMArts hosted a 
JMACoronaConcert via 
Twitter featuring per-
formances submitted by 
JM students and faculty. 
Concerts can be viewed 
on its Twitter account @
JMArts and by using the 
hashtags #JMACoron-
aConcert performances 
and #JMACoronaConcert 
program.
• Adult volunteers need-
ed at Chatham Hospital 
in Siler City, a 25-bed Crit-
ical Access Hospital locat-
ed in Siler City and part 
of  the UNC Health Care 
System. All prospective 
volunteers must complete 
an on-line application, 
a criminal background 
check, an orientation and 

have documentation of  
required immunizations. 
To learn more go to: www.
chathamhospital.org/ch/
about-us/volunteer.
• Volunteers needed: 
Nonprofit agencies in 
Chatham seek teen 
volunteers to help with 
many projects. Teens can 
help at food pantries, in 
gardens, fundraising proj-
ects, ffice work, and care 
for animals. Chatham 
Connecting website lists 
many volunteer oppor-
tunities for youth. See 
where you are needed to 
help in the community: 
www.chathamconnecting.
org.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
— North Carolina District 
33, call the Help Line at 
866-640-0180 for the meet-
ing schedule for this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Cha-
tham, Western Wake, 
Lee, Orange and Ala-

mance counties meets in 
Pittsboro and is open to 
all riders. For informa-
tion, call 919-392-3939 or 
visit www.chathamCBA.
com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting 
— Pittsboro Serenity 
Seekers Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Chatham 
Community Church, in 
the lower level of  Cha-
tham Mill, Pittsboro.
• Scout News 

•  Boy Scout Troop 93 in 
Pittsboro meets 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays at the Harold 
Boone Scout Park on 
Hwy 64W, just past CCCC. 
Open to boys, ages 11-17. 
Visit www.bstroop93.org 
for more information.  
•  Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets on 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.  
•  Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school cal-
endar. See http://pack900.
com for more informa-
tion.
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of Thanksgiving. 

Q: Who was the first female 
sheriff of Chatham County?
Find the answer in this issue for your 
chance to win a $25 Visa Gift Card!
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family, and many incorporate 
their own “Latin twist” into 
Thanksgiving celebrations.

Pulido’s parents immigrated 
from Veracruz, Mexico, to Siler 
City, and that’s why she said 
they celebrate Thanksgiving 
“in a way” — their way.

“At their jobs they get the day 
off, so my family gets together 
and we eat,” she said. “Latinos 
are generally not really good with 
feelings, like talking about feel-
ings or expressing them(selves) in 
any way, so in my family, we don’t 
go around the table and share 
what we are thankful for.”

Her family’s Thanksgiving 
meal might include a tradi-
tional Thanksgiving dish or 
two, but there’s always quite a 
few Mexican dishes, including 
tamales, pozole (a corn soup), 
menudo (a spicy soup) and chil-
es rellenos, or stuffed peppers.

“Americans are used to tur-
key and sides like green beans, 
mashed potatoes and so on, but 
we aren’t,” she said. “We might 
have a turkey. We might not. It 
depends on who takes it.”

Sometimes, she and her 
immediate family attend their 
extended family’s Thanks-
giving celebration, what she 
called “a party.” Other times, 
she celebrates with her parents 
and siblings — a gathering she 
described as a smaller, more 
laidback affair, where they 
hang out and catch up with 
each other.

Likewise, Siler City resident 
Maria Gomez Flores and her 
extended family immigrated 

to Siler City from Guatemala. 
They celebrate Thanksgiving 
by throwing a big family get-to-
gether and “enjoying good 
Latin food.”

“We like big family reunions 
and being together in general, 
so we just take advantage that 
many of  us have the day off,” 
she said. “We don’t recognize 
the romanticized historical 
aspect of  the holiday with the 
colonizers and native people 
enjoying a dinner, but we are 
mindful of  the ‘being thankful’ 
part of  the holiday and do so 
through religion, like praying 
for our food and thanking God 
we are able to meet together.”

Usually, older mothers and 
aunts cook more traditional 
Guatemalan dishes — includ-
ing tamales, pollo guisado (a 
chicken stew), chiles rellenos 
and ensalada rusa (“Rus-
sian” potato salad). They also 
incorporate a few traditional 
American dishes, like mashed 
potatoes and desserts, all dishes 
her cousins typically cook.

“There is always an aunt who 
attempts the turkey, but we don’t 
really reach for that,” Gomez 
Flores said. “The only time I 
remember our family actually 
enjoying the turkey was when 
my aunt made it by incorporat-
ing or substituting it into a recipe 
that was originally chicken.”

Her family also enjoys Black 
Friday, too, she added.

“Families who are more 
assimilated are more likely to 
celebrate (Thanksgiving),” she 
said. “Based on social media, I 
see friends do more or less the 
same thing — coming together 
and enjoy food.” 

This year, COVID-19 will 
force her family to downsize 

their holiday plans and cel-
ebrate with their immediate 
family members.

“It’s very isolating,” she said. 
“It’s also the time of year my 
cousins from out of state come 
back home, but this year it will be 
just my nuclear family together. 
We don’t know when we will ever 
have a big family gathering.”

Siler City resident Kimber-
ly Lara celebrated her first 
Thanksgiving when she was 
about 8 years old. Her parents 
immigrated to Siler City from 
Puerto Barrios, Guatemala, and 
traditionally hadn’t marked 
the holiday — but that changed 
once her dad remarried.

“They showed us new tra-
ditions to holidays that I had 
never seen before,” Lara said. 
“Thanksgiving was just anoth-
er normal day on my mom’s 
side of  the family, but with my 
dad, we would eat for hours at 
the mountains (in Boone) with 
my entire family.” 

She remembers playing in 
the snow with her family while 

her grandma prepared “a huge 
festival of  foods,” including 
traditional dishes like turkey, 
stuffing and pumpkin pies.

They ate around lunchtime 
and had leftovers for dinner. 
Everyone held hands and 
prayed before diving into the 
food. Afterward, she said they’d 
always play outside or play 
Monopoly for hours, though 
her first Thanksgiving had a 
special surprise. Her birthday 
was only a few days apart. 

“After we ate, my dad sur-
prised me with a piñata he made 
himself  that required you to 
pull at the strings hanging from 
it to release the candy,” she said. 
“It ended up not working, so we 
broke it open. Although I can’t 
remember most of  that day be-
cause I was so young, I still feel 
nostalgic over it.” 

A few years ago, her mom 
noticed how excited Lara was 
about Thanksgiving, so she 
and her mom’s family began 
to celebrate it as well. Usually, 
Lara’s aunts would cook the 

family feast, including pasta 
salad and chicken, while her 
uncles would barbecue. They’d 
eat around dinner time, and 
no one was allowed to nibble 
on anything until all food was 
cooked. The night would end 
with hugs. 

“The first time they celebrat-
ed Thanksgiving, they made 
chicken, ribs, and mashed 
potatoes,” she said. “They 
asked me what they should buy 
for Thanksgiving, and I had 
no clue what to tell them, so I 
suggested a bottle of  sparkling 
grape juice. So, every year we 
always have a couple bottles of  
sparkling grape juice.”

Thanksgiving won’t quite be 
the same this year — especially 
since she’s now a vegetarian — 
but Lara said she’s still deter-
mined to see her immediate 
family and, of  course, “eat as 
much as (she) can.”

Reporter Victoria Johnson can 
be reached at victoria@cha-
thamnr.com.
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Kimberly 
Lara (left) 
celebrates 
Thanksgiving 
with her 
father’s 
family in 
Boone in 
2018.
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TRADITIONS
Continued from page A1

Out of  Chatham’s 110 write-in votes 
for president, Kanye got nine. That’s 
almost 10% — not bad. And it’s three 
percentage points ahead of  second place 
in the write-in race.

If you’re reading this, Kanye, congratu-
lations on your victory. You commanded a 
decisive lead and you should be proud. It’s 
not like the competition was light.

Coming in at number two was none 
other than Mike Pence, vice president 
and strong contender for a 2024 run at 
the presidency. Little did he know that 
almost 6% of  Chatham write-in voters 
would have him elected now.

In third place, things get interesting. 
Five would-be candidates each received 

5% of the vote. Thank goodness they 
didn’t tie for first place or the runoff 
would have been nasty. Bernie Sanders, 
Mitt Romney, Andrew Yang and Paul 
Ryan were strong candidates. But the 
fifth third-place vote-getter comes as 
something of  a surprise: Florida power-
lifter Brian Carroll. He recently squatted 
1,306 lbs, the biggest of  all time. That 
would make him a good president, right?

Some classic write-in favorites fell 
tragically flat in this year’s election. “Hil-
liary Clinton” earned just one vote. Jesus 
got three; Keanu Reeves one. “God” did 
not appear, but Donald Duck did.

Many athletes appeared in the write-in 
rosters, but not for president. It seems 
voters associate superstar athleticism with 
academic prowess. Robert Griffin III, Chris 
Paul, Larry Bird and Anthony Davis all re-
ceived votes for the Chatham County Board 
of Education, maybe in a last ditch voter bid 

to elect representatives who might reopen 
school athletic programs full throttle.  

The biggest write-in turnout was for 
Chatham Soil and Water Conservation 
District Supervisor. The incumbent, 
J. Lynn Mann, ran uncontested, and 
voters took the opportunity at the end 
of  the ballot to have some fun.

One curmudgeonly voter wrote in for 
Ebenezer Scrooge. In contrast, another 
called for Jimmy Buffett. Napoleon Dyna-
mite earned a vote and makes a compel-
ling case for elected official. It’s been 16 
years since he ran Pedro’s killer campaign 
— imagine his political acumen now.

Perhaps the strangest ballots cast in 
this year’s election were those which 
didn’t include any specific person. Ac-
ceptable standards for politicians have 
declined, but so far most agree a human 
must still fill the seat. “None,” “blank,” 
“N/A” and “anyone else” received a 

cumulative 55 votes. “Truth” got anoth-
er. “Republican” and “Democrat” both 
received write-ins, begging the question 
why their writers didn’t vote for the Re-
publican or Democrat listed on the ballot. 

Mr. T, Cthulhu, Bugs Bunny and 
Richard Nixon are honorable mentions, 
but my favorite write-in vote was an easy 
choice — “(illegible) Buritos.” It’s so 
utterly befuddling, so quizzically nonsen-
sical, that I’ve pondered it’s meaning for a 
week. Is it a reference I don’t understand? 
A joke I haven’t heard? Might (illegible) 
Buritos actually make for a qualified pres-
ident? The questions go on and on. If the 
author of this masterpiece should happen 
to read my article, please reach out. You 
must be a fascinating person.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached 
at dldolder@chathamnr.com and on 
Twitter @dldolder.

WRITE-INS
Continued from page A1
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How do we approach Thanksgiving in 
such a turbulent year? Must we plaster 
disingenuous smiles on our face or utter 
“thanks” from frowning lips?

As a Christian pastor, I know I 
“should” be thankful. But how can we 
actually feel thankful in trying times? 
In some religious or self-help circles we 
might ask: what spiritual practices can 
help us with Thanksgiving? As I write 
this, a picture enters my mind that 
draws an unsolicited chuckle: I imagine 
myself  driving down the highway and 
seeing (double take) a smiling Steve 
Martin and John Candy passing me in a 
charred carcass of  a car, singing loudly. 
Maybe we can gain spiritual practices 
and perspective from the movie “Planes, 
Trains and Automobiles,” for which we 
can be, well, thankful.

I was seven when “Planes, Trains 
and Automobiles” came out, and we 
watched it quite a bit as a kid. I guess 
the scene with Steve Martin at the air-
port cussing 19 times in 60 seconds help 
it get rated R for language. Growing up, 
though, I associated the movie with the 
opposite of  cursing: laughter. Every 
day we have the choice of  laughing or 
cursing at our trials. OK, I admit that I 
sometimes curse at frustrating situa-
tions under my breath if  the kids aren’t 
around. But it’s actually more cathartic 
to laugh at the situation. I would go as 
far to say that laughing at ourselves and 
our situation is actually a spiritual prac-
tice. I feel closer to God when I imagine 

God laughing with me at my situations, 
my over-seriousness and my internal 
logic. 

Buddhists speak of  the two arrows 
of  life that can strike us. The first 
arrow is the pain of  a situation itself. 
The second arrow is the pain of  our 
reaction to the first arrow. We must all 
bear the first arrows, but we can learn 
to avoid the second ones. Laughter can 

even help protect our families from our 
“second arrows.” As a father I’m much 
more aware of  how my own frustration 
affects not just me, but my dear wife and 
young kids. Mentally or aloud, laugh-
ing is so much better than cursing for 
everyone involved. 

Right between laughter and cursing is 
sarcasm. Throughout most of  the mov-
ie, Steve Martin’s character does not 
laugh at himself  or his circumstances. 
He mainly offers Academy-Award-wor-
thy sarcasm: “Thanks a lot.” This is a 
good time to pause and acknowledge: 
sarcasm can be a good start if  we are 
trying to gain a greater sense of  humor. 
The next time something frustrating 
happens, try saying “Thanks,” despite 
yourself, and see what happens. Even-
tually, it goes from dark sarcasm to a 
half-questioning “Thanks?” as if  we sus-
pect we might be on camera somewhere. 
Maybe we are! (Sound of  popcorn 
crunching and God chuckling Amen.) 
Disclaimer: laughing isn’t appropriate 
for every circumstance. Use it, like all 
tools, when it’s actually helpful or need-
ed in a given situation.

We can actually taking laughing at 
ourselves one step further: they say 
that one of  the oldest jokes is some-
one falling (or slipping on a banana 
peel). The falls in “Planes, Trains and 
Automobiles” not only embody this 
foundation of  comedy, but embody the 
mystery of  grace and thanksgiving. 
One of  the most climactic falls occurs 

early on when Steve Martin trips over a 
huge luggage chest. That fall might have 
cost him his Thanksgiving. It certainly 
cost him a race with Kevin Bacon, a cab 
in New York’s rush-hour and a large 
chunk of  his dignity. Only later do we 
realize that this chest belongs to John 
Candy’s character. If  he had not fallen 
over it, he may have never met the one 
who redefines, for Steve’s character, 
what Thanksgiving is truly about. It’s 
tempting to look at life and see things as 
either clearly good or clearly bad. Chris-
tian friar Richard Rohr names a most 
unintuitive truth about life in his book, 
“Falling Upward”: there is grace in the 
fall in addition to the grace of  getting up 
from the fall. The grace of  falling and 
getting up are inseparable. We almost 
never want to acknowledge grace in the 
falling part, but people watching the 
movie are thankful Steve’s character 
trips over the luggage, because it leads 
to a transformative adventure to discov-
er what Thanksgiving really means.

If  you can’t bear to watch “Planes, 
Trains and Automobiles” again this 
year, don’t! Instead, let’s watch its 
message as it plays out in our own 
lives. Whether or not life matches our 
plans this thanksgiving, let’s take time 
to smile at the camera and the loving 
affirmation of  the one behind it.

Rev. Evan Harrison lives in Pittsboro 
and is the pastor of  Pittsboro Presbyteri-
an Church.

A giving of thanks
The past year has wrought 

a global pandemic, a heated 
election, 
scores of  
wildfires 
and the 
worst hurri-
cane season 
ever record-
ed — and 
the hits keep 
coming. 
The third 
wave of  the 
coronavi-
rus looms 
over winter. 

A much-needed economic 
stimulus remains in jeopar-
dy. Intractable leaders dig in 
their heels.

Still, as in years past, we 
have set aside the fourth 
Thursday in November to give 
thanks.

Thanksgiving began in 
1863. Not exactly a peaceful 
and prosperous year. To 
quote the president of  the 
time, our nation was “in 
the midst of  a civil war of  
unequaled magnitude and 
severity.” Yet, the same 
Abraham Lincoln issued 
the Thanksgiving proclama-
tion, declaring a national 
holiday so that “gracious 
gifts ... should be solemnly, 
reverently and gratefully 
acknowledged as with one 

heart and voice by the whole 
American people.”

I appreciate the call to 
gratitude as well as the appeal 
for unity. But gratitude is not 
another thing I “should” do. 
“Should” is a strict taskmas-
ter, a joyless disciplinarian. 
We command our small 
children to say thank you, 
forgetting that a true giving of  
thanks is neither compelled 
nor coerced.

Gratitude comes unbidden 
like a sudden breeze, the 
family dog, a child’s laugh-
ter.

When my younger brother 
turned 3, maybe 4 years old, 
our grandmother present-
ed him with a gift bag. 
White tissue paper billowed 
from the top. The little boy 
grinned, “You gave me tissue 
paper to blow my nose! 
Thank you!” He was happy 
with the present he eventual-
ly unwrapped, but while the 
toy has been forgotten, our 
family has remembered his 
gratitude for the wrapping 
paper.

If  the year 2020 were to 
present a gift, I would expect 
the bag to be empty and 2020 to 
cackle, “Gotcha again!”

But genuine gratitude is 
never empty of  grace.

I sit by the window most 
mornings and watch for the 

first fingers of  dawn. Grad-
ually, the pine trees come 
into view as dark exclama-
tion points against the fiery 
sky. Those rascal squirrels 
begin their usual mischief. 
Chickadees run their mad 
errands. A mourning dove 
coos and hoots like the 
tuning of  a lonely woodwind 
instrument.

Soon enough, I will get 
to work on all the things I 
“should” do.

First, I give thanks for the 
trees, the birds, the squirrels. 
The slanting morning light 
through the rising steam of  
my coffee. Oatmeal bubbling 
on the stove. My wife and chil-
dren upstairs, tucked under 
their warm covers.

Great leaders, like Lincoln, 
may tell us what we should 
do. But a child squeals at the 
tissue paper — the simple de-
tail we might have ignored or 
tossed aside. And that would 
be our loss.

A giving of  thanks is itself  
a gift.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is 
the pastor of  Chapel in the 
Pines Presbyterian Church 
and author of  Gently Between 
the Words: Essays and Poems. 
He is currently working from 
home with his wife and three 
children.

Winning vote totals 
just part of serving
In the interest of  compete transparency and full disclosure 

— society’s newest buzzwords — I’m a longtime resident of  
Chatham County, arriving when my family 
moved from neighboring Wake when I was 5 
years old. In a sense, my parents were return-
ing home, both having grown up in Bynum in 
the 1920s and ’30s. So far, I’ve lived almost 90 
per cent of  my life within Chatham’s con-
fines.

I’m a product of  our county school system, 
as are my brothers, parents, wife, in-laws and 
children. Today, some of  my grandchildren are 
enrolled in that same system, making them at 
least the fourth generation of  students to do so.

When I turned 21 long ago, I registered to vote as a Democrat, 
in part because in those days there were few Republicans and 
fewer contested races. In short, if  you wanted to vote, it was nec-
essary to be a Democrat because the primary was essentially the 
election. Some years later as both major parties grew, I changed 
that registration to unaffiliated because I wanted to vote for the 
candidate, not so much for the party. Since then, I have crossed 
party lines often and want to continue to have that opportunity. 
At the moment, I am registered as a Republican as a nod to an 
election request to allow me to satisfy paperwork to serve as a 
party precinct judge. As soon as I can get to the board of  elec-
tions office, I will change that back to unaffiliated.

All that I say to say something else. It has been a few weeks 
since Nov. 3 and the election and its results are still a topic of  
interest. That includes not only the race for the White House but 
other contests, such as the vote for Georgia’s two U.S. Senators 
and the almost dead heat for chief  justice of  the N.C. Supreme 
Court where, as of  this writing, only about 400 votes out of  5.3 mil-
lion cast separate the two contenders. In short, those races point 
out how important it is to exercise our civic privilege.

At the same time, however, it can be interesting — win, lose or 
draw — to analyze and study results. And I found something per-
sonally interesting in the three contests for county commission. 
I’m not acquainted with the three residents who won their races. 
As far as I know, they are all pillars of  their communities, church-
es and civic life and are benevolent and philanthropic citizens in 
their contacts with fellow citizens. I have no personal axe to grind.

But from years in the media observing and reporting on life 
around here and with a lifelong study and love of  words, I do have 
some background and experience in vocabulary usage and mes-
saging. And it was a couple of  comments about two commissioner 
races that piqued my interest.

One was a statement by a winning incumbent candidate that a 
successful re-election campaign was vindication that “the general 
sentiment in Chatham County has been satisfaction and approval 
of  the current board and the things that we’re doing.” A look at 
the county precinct map of  election results showed voters in 11 
of  the 18 precincts did not share that sentiment. And a statement 
by another elected board member that said victory, in part, came 
about because he was a newcomer and his opponent had been 
here “for generations” and that “I’m younger and he’s older” 
seemed to suggest that was sufficient reason for a win. The same 
county precinct map showed that in that contest, 13 of  the 18 pre-
cincts favored the unsuccessful candidate and that the winner did 
not carry his home precinct.

All of  that brings back memories of  years ago when, as a 
reporter, I covered the county commissioners and for years heard 
hours of  discussion about voting by district-only for commission 
seats versus voting county-wide. Both points of  view had their 
supporters, as did a compromise suggestion of  district and at-
large voting where each district-only would vote for its candidate 
but the entire county would vote for the at-large seats.

As I remember through the fog of  a number of  years, the 
district-only proposal was bypassed on the basis that all board 
members represent all of  the county.

Maybe I’m more dense than I realize but the logic of  that is 
comparable, to me, of  the logic about Congress. Congress is 
supposed to exist for the good of  the country as a whole — some 
would argue that’s not happening — but because of  where I live, 
I don’t get to vote for the senators from Nebraska or the House 
members from Wisconsin or Mississippi. What, pray tell, is the 
difference?

In remembering the lessons of  civics from long-ago high school 
days and political science in college, when everyone in authority 
is alike, it leaves many folks out — in this case, approximately 
45% of  the county population, a significant number in anyone’s 
book. And the opportunities for substantive differing discussion 
and compromise often don’t exist.

I know we don’t have elections based on geographical areas and 
land mass but somehow something seems to be missing. I hope we 
can keep looking for whatever it is.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham County and retired long-time 
managing editor of  the Chatham News/Chatham Record, having 
written a weekly column for more than 30 years. During most of  
his time with the newspapers, he was also a bi-vocational pastor 
and today serves Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second time as 
pastor.
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Saying ‘thanks’ in a turbulent year
A THANKSGIVING MESSAGE | REV. EVAN HARRISON

The Rev. Evan Harrison
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Teaching us to think: 
Misinformation 

and reliable news 
sources

I recently came across a 1995 case study called 
“Teaching Zack to Think,” where a 14-year-old 

student finds a seemingly cred-
ible internet article that claims 
the Holocaust never existed.

Zack is convinced because: 
“The page is simple and clear. 
It’s written in a calm, logical 
tone. The page is clearly in-
tended for experts in its field.” 
Zack eventually realizes that 
this is actually a personal web 
page, and the author has ties 
to the KKK and white power 
groups.

The study’s author con-
cludes: “to survive in the fu-

ture economy, kids must learn how to research, 
publish and communicate working with the 
Internet and other information tools.” So what 
happens when Zack and his fellow students — 
who would be more than 40 years old by now — 
join the hordes of  people decrying media outlets 
for sharing “fake news”?

I believe that a huge portion of  media distrust 
comes from our inability to evaluate a news 
source for its credibility. If  you’re reading this 
page, you should know that the “Viewpoints” 
section is going to be much more opinionated 
than a “Features” page.

The problem arises when an opinion source 
masquerades as a news source. An internet 
search isn’t laid out the same way as your 
local newspaper. When in doubt, I recommend 
viewing multiple articles on the same topic. This 
helps skirt our heuristic tendency toward read-
ing articles that reinforce our own beliefs (also 
known as “confirmation bias”).

Misinformation can propagate when a media 
outlet — whether amateur or professional — se-
lectively shares information or omits necessary 
context. Think of  sound-bite quotes on TV news 
channels. The notorious rise of  QAnon and its 
conspiracy theory followers hinged on cryptic 
information shared from an anonymous source 
claiming they were a political insider. I often 
see people on my own Facebook feed sharing 
content from satirical sites like The Onion or 
The Babylon Bee, and it’s not entirely their fault. 
Social media sites are quick to draw viewers into 
a rabbit hole of  similar articles or videos.

The news is no longer largely managed by a 
handful of media conglomerates — now, anyone 
can create a website and share content that sup-
ports their personal views. They present themselves 
as news alternatives. This reminds me of the follow-
ing quip: “If alternative medicine worked, it would 
just be called medicine.” Similarly, if alternative 
news was true, it would just be called news.

So what can we do once we know how to 
analyze a source? Look into the author, evaluate 
the article’s purpose and look at the website link 
itself. Then repeat this process for multiple arti-
cles on the same topic. We can teach ourselves to 
think, and we can analyze how our biases play 
into what we read and share. We can admit when 
we are wrong, and we can gently assist the Zacks 
of  our community.

Rachel Horowitz resides in Chatham County 
and works in Pittsboro. She is a graduate of  
UNC-Chapel Hill’s Hussman School of  Journal-
ism and Media and can be reached at millennial-
musings.nc@gmail.com.

With COVID and 
Christmas, let’s avoid 

China!
TO THE EDITOR:

The news media has often re-
ferred to the origin of  the coronavi-
rus as China.

Although it’s been said the 
coronavirus germ can not survive 
on an inanimate object, I see no 
reason to chance it as long as we 
still have some items manufac-
tured in the U.S. Those who will 
be purchasing Christmas presents 
in the coming weeks may want to 
avoid giving someone a gift that 
came from China. Not knowing the 
number of  years Americans will 
be facing the threat of  dying from 
COVID-19, it may be a good idea 
to avoid buying anything coming 
from China for at least the next 
four years.

Carol Gene Good
Conover

Where the Trump 
Revolution failed

TO THE EDITOR:

The election is over. Driving out 
in the county I saw candidates’ yard 
signs blowing down the road and 
into the ditch along with brown au-
tumn leaves. In town the faces of  the 
winners and losers lie flattened in 
the frosty grass, or leaning against 
the wind.

I read somewhere the cardboard 

placards dissolve in the winter 
rain, but the double-walled coro-
plast ones will last into 2022, so 
the detritus of  this election cycle 
will be with us for a while, includ-
ing that New York hustler and 
TV huckster who is the walking, 
talking proof  of  P.T. Barnum’s old 
adage that there’s a sucker born 
every minute.

Yes, he will be in the news still, be-
cause the firewall surrounding a sit-
ting president cannot save him from 
the flurry of  lawsuits which await 
him outside of  the White House. He 
must know this, too, which makes 
him as dangerous as any cornered 
animal. Thus endeth the Trump 
Revolution.

The historian Kenneth Gal-
braith wrote that for revolution 
to succeed, three conditions are 
essential: first, there must be 
determined leadership by men 
and women who know exactly 
what they want, leadership from 
ruthless people who not only have 
everything to gain, but, perhaps 
more importantly, have everything 
to lose if  they fail. The President 
has that in spades.

Second, revolutionaries must 
have unquestioning people who 
will follow orders. Underlings in a 
revolution should not be allowed to 
think for themselves or defend their 
own beliefs. Again, our soon-to-be 
ex-President’s flunkies support 
every lie he Tweets.

Third, the opposition must be 
weak. Every revolution is the kick-
ing in of  a rotten door. This is where 

Trump failed; our constitution 
survived his attempts to subvert it. 
The America of  2020 is not France 
in 1789, or Russia in 1917 or China 
in 1949. 

I have a Republican friend who 
is absolutely furious with Trump; 
he said to me: “All he had to do was 
read the teleprompter for four years, 
but he just couldn’t do it. Now, after 
what he said about the coronavirus, 
people look at me like I’m dumb to 
vote for him. How hard can it be to 
just read from a script?!?” My friend 
should be forgiven. My friend never 
worked in television, but I have. 
I have even worked with Donald 
Trump.

In the fall of  2004 I was a stage-
hand in Studio 8H where Trump 
hosted NBC’s Saturday Night Live. 
At that time he was producing and 
hosting “The Apprentice.” His was 
a genuinely unimpressive perfor-
mance; he has no gift for comedy. 
But he certainly was overwhelming 
personally. “You people did a hell of  
a job for me,” he said to the assem-
bled stage crew waiting to shift the 
scenery between takes. “I want you 
all on my team!” With that flourish, 
he walked away to the dressing 
rooms.

I knew his book, “The Art of  
the Deal,” had been ghost-written 
by someone else, and I never had 
watched “The Apprentice,” but at 
that moment, I felt like a million 
bucks. I almost would have voted for 
him. Almost.

Dwayne Walls
Pittsboro
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The medicine cabinet
I refinished a farm-

house medicine cabinet 
for my 
parents 
decades 
ago. It 
came 
from 
their 
barn 
muse-
um of  
auction 
prizes. 
The 

inside backing looked like 
ragged slats pried off of  a 
pallet and reused before 
bothering to smooth the 
rough sawn stubble down 
first. Concentrating on 
the exterior, I removed 
crud hiding its plain jane, 
pine charm.

Sandpaper erased a lot. 
Coarse grit paper scuffed 
away ugliness in the 
same manner that a bear 
rubs hibernation off with 
rough bark. Ogee wood 
trim was the trickiest 
part to get clean because 
dirty paint clung to every 
swoop. The medium grit 
anticipated the timing of  
a finer grit’s finesse. The 
finer grit led to the “very 
fine” stage, and that’s 
exactly what I was going 
for. Everyone in Mom’s 
and Dad’s family adored 

antique furnishings way 
more than brand new 
stuff. They talked about 
household pieces having 
character, in the same 
way that an old sailor’s 
crevassed face conveyed 
resilience.

I discovered Orange 
Shellac during that proj-
ect. Not knowing anyone 
that had used it before 

only made it a more 
intriguing wood finish 
option. Made from female 
Lac Beetle secretions 
collected in the Indies, 
it leaves a deeply hued, 
waxy sheen. The finished 
product almost glowed as 
it hung in their master 
bathroom. I realized 
much later that it wasn’t 
ideal for a steamy shower 

area when dad com-
plained the cabinet door 
was peeling. He applied 
clear polyurethane over 
it but nothing sticks well 
to wax.

My parents moved 
all over the country. 
I’d forgotten about the 
medicine cabinet un-
til one of  my siblings 
handed it back to me 
from their estate. My 
name was written on 
a masking tape label. 
Raised post-Depression, 
neither of  my parents 
easily threw anything 
away. It reeked from an 
overwhelming Iodine 
bottle spill, a persistent 
reminder of  an older 
antiseptic era. A kid’s 
tears caused by an acci-
dental cut melded right 
in with the tears from 
the inevitable first aid 
prescribed. Not meant to 
be barbaric, its chemical 
sting still hurt hurts. 
Intense vapors nauseated 
me in the car during the 
long drive home with it 
and then commandeered 
my garage.

The reemergence was a 
weird boomerang. Given 
away then given back, 
the unexpected inheri-
tance reminded me of  yet 
another relative’s med 

cabinet. At the mirror 
above my mother-in-
law’s bathroom sink, I 
belatedly noticed, after 
she died, a taller mirror 
on the wall behind me. 
A surreal visual effect 
appeared with indirect 
glances. It was a very odd 
sensation to be staring 
into an endless cascade 
of  my own stares; each 
image appearing a little 
bit smaller yet hypnoti-
cally multiplying itself  
beyond count. How many 
others had noticed that 
quiet insight?

The strong odor waft-
ed around emotional 
wounds. Why did core 
beliefs about life clash 
so intensely between 
people? My self-assur-
ance grew after marriage 
but unintentionally 
morphed into familial 
abandon when I chose 
different priorities than 
my parents. Political 
disagreements between 
us especially became a 
no man’s land scattered 
with landmines apt to 
detonate without being 
directly stepped upon. 
Blue and Red notions 
(among other colors) be-
came incendiary whether 
you tip-toed or sprinted 
around them. Clumsy 

comments and indignant 
swipes seemed beyond 
any dosage of  medi-
cine to heal. Instead of  
deliberately slow debates, 
argument competitions 
rapidly stalked us. We 
couldn’t seem to help 
ourselves see beyond raw 
strife.

Amputation is a brutal 
response to perceived 
esteem injuries. Joseph 
Rael wrote, in “House 
of  Shattering Light,” 
“I think stress leads to 
struggle, struggle takes 
us to effort, and effort 
culminates with accom-
plishments that lead us 
forward.” Every accom-
plishment of  the U.S. at 
large literally depends on 
the accomplishments of  
the smallest of  us.

Ed Bronson became a 
wood shop teacher for 
exceptional middle school 
students at age 40. He 
wonders what became of  
them as well as thousands 
of  high school students 
who graduated from 
a Career & Technical 
Education campus where 
he was principal until his 
retirement in 2015. He has 
a B.A. in Cultural Studies: 
Religion and a M.S. in In-
structional Development.
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Should we cancel 
Thanksgiving this year? 

I love the Thanksgiving service when 
the congregation sings “Come Ye Thank-

ful People Come” and 
“We Gather Together 
to Ask the Lord’s 
Blessing.” Usually, the 
congregation presents 
canned goods and 
items for those in need.

This year will be 
different.

If we follow the 
advice given by medical 
experts, we will neither 
gather for the service 
nor for the traditional 

Thanksgiving feast. Our family’s normal 
tradition includes 12 to 15 gathered to enjoy 
community, with a serving table groaning 
with turkey and dressing, collard greens, 
cranberry sauce, sweet potato casserole, 
other sides, and lots of delicious cakes and 
pies. COVID-19 advice says we should limit 
our celebration to those immediate family 
members who live under the same roof. At 
the speed COVID-19 is spreading, my wife 
and I decided to heed their advice, but none 
of us are pleased about it.  

Every year I think back to the fable 
we heard in school about how the Pil-
grims, happy to have survived that first 
year in America, gathered in grateful 
appreciation. Looking at current events 
on my television (and even in my own 
community) it is obvious that many 
aren’t very grateful. But we should be.

This coronavirus is the worst epidem-
ic we have experienced in our lifetimes. 
A quarter million Americans and al-
most 5,000 North Carolinians have died 
from it. We all know people who have 
had it, been put in ICU on ventilators 
or worse. Those of  us who have escaped 
it — especially we who are considered 
“high risk” — need to be thankful.

Some either don’t accept the seriousness 
of COVID-19 or don’t care about others, as 
evidenced by the fact they refuse to take 
simple precautions that would prevent the 
rampant community spread. How hard 
is it to wear a face covering to protect not 
only yourself but those with whom you 

come in contact? I don’t understand why 
people have so little concern for others.

Yes, I’ve heard the claims that these 
precautions violate their personal 
freedoms and they don’t want to be told 
what to do. Yet these same people drive 
in the right-hand lane, stop at traffic 
lights and observe any number of  regu-
lations and rules imposed for the com-
mon good. But wearing a face covering? 
Really? It is time we collectively call bull 
hockey on these lame excuses.

Here’s the point. We went through a 
period where we were effectively shut 
down and it was burdensome. Many North 
Carolinians didn’t agree with the restric-
tions and don’t think we have relaxed them 
enough, but when I look at what many 
other states are encountering — including 
some which are shutting down again — I 
am thankful for the approach our state 
took and for our conservative, if some-
times unpopular, approach. If we don’t 
want that to happen again the very least 
we can do is wear a face covering, keep 
distance from others and wash our hands.

How big a sacrifice is that? I haven’t 
eaten in a restaurant, attended a movie 
theatre or church service since March 
and have as much coronavirus fatigue 
as anyone. But I am convinced that to 
return to those days and restore our 
economy we must lick this virus.

We are hopeful, and yes thankful, that the 
two vaccines we hear so much about will be 
available soon. But it likely won’t get to most 
of us until spring or summer next year. What 
happens in the meantime? We’ve come too 
far to return to March restrictions. The best 
way to avoid a return is to wear that mask.

There won’t be much “over the 
river and through the woods to grand-
mother’s house” this year, but we still 
have much for which to be thankful. 
And maybe next year we can all enjoy 
the Thanksgiving traditions we love.

Tom Campbell, a former assistant N.C. 
State Treasurer, is creator/host of  NC 
SPIN, a weekly statewide television 
discussion of  N.C. issues that airs on 
UNC-TV’s main channel.

Let’s disagree more constructively
When the Associated Press 

and other news organizations 
asked North 
Carolina 
voters for 
their per-
spectives on 
the just-con-
cluded 2020 
elections, 
there was no 
shortage of  
disagreement.

No surprise 
there. After 
all, Donald 

Trump won the state by just 1.3 
percentage points. Thom Tillis 
won reelection by 1.8 points. 
Most other statewide races 
were decided by narrow mar-
gins, too. The two major parties 
start with roughly comparable 
bases of  about 46%. Variations 
in turnout and appeal to swing 
voters tip the balance, usually 
not by much.

So, you’d expect North Car-
olinians to disagree on many 
issues. And you’d be right. But 
get this: when AP asked how 
important it was for the next 
president to “bring the country 

together,” an astounding 79% 
said it was “very important.” 
Another 19% said it was “some-
what important.”

In other words, almost every 
voter believes our political 
discourse needs to change. 
We want our leaders to bring 
people together, not tear us 
apart. But what does that really 
mean?

As with all poll results, it is 
important to recognize that the 
precise wording of  a question 
has a lot to do with the answer 
— and that we often do not 
interpret the same words in the 
same manner.

In this case, what does it 
mean to “bring the country 
together?” Some believe the 
problem is political disagree-
ment itself. They believe their 
views on education, taxes, 
health care, the economy and 
other issues are obviously 
correct. If  their fellow citizens 
would finally “see the light,” 
so to speak, and adopt these 
correct views, that would bring 
the country together.

Well, yes. And if  I were 
from Krypton, I’d be faster 

than a speeding bullet. But 
Krypton isn’t a real place 
(or, at least, that’s the official 
story — and I’m sticking to 
it). Nor is it realistic to expect 
North Carolinians or Amer-
icans or any human popula-
tion to reach overwhelming 
agreement about the proper 
size, scope and policies of  
government.

Democratic republics pro-
duce inherently contentious 
and messy politics. That’s what 
the American republic looked 
like in its early days, too. While 
the Constitutional Convention 
of  1787 produced a remarkable 
governing document for the 
United States, for example, 
it was itself  the product of  
contentious debate and hard-
won compromises. Its complex 
structure was designed to 
accommodate conflicting views: 
central authority vs. devolved 
authority, executive power vs. 
legislative power, the rule of  
the majority vs. the rights of  
the minority.

And consider this: what 
most Americans think of  
today as the most-important 

part of  the Constitution, the 
Bill of  Rights, was added to 
appease the opponents of  
the Constitution who might 
otherwise have derailed its 
ratification in multiple states 
(and actually did so in North 
Carolina, which wasn’t in the 
constitutional union when 
George Washington was first 
elected president).

What I think most North 
Carolinians mean by “bringing 
the country together” — and 
what is the only meaning that 
yields a practical goal — is that 
we ought to stop reflexively 
and viciously questioning the 
motives, integrity, or intelli-
gence of  those with whom we 
disagree.

I think our president, law-
makers, governors, and other 
leaders should model this be-
havior for the rest of  us. That’s 
why I helped found the North 
Carolina Leadership Forum in 
2015. Based at Duke Universi-
ty, NCLF fosters constructive 
engagement across political 
difference.

Each year, we bring together 
some three dozen leaders from 

the public, private and non-
profit sectors to delve deeply 
into a contentious issue over a 
series of  candid conversations. 
Sometimes we find common 
ground. Even when we don’t, 
participants come away with a 
clearer understanding of  why 
others may, in good faith, dis-
agree with them. From mutual 
respect comes better behavior. 
We truly argue, rather than just 
bicker.

Want some good news? Twen-
ty-four NCLF alumni were 
elected or reelected this year to 
statewide, legislative or local 
offices. Others already serve in 
municipal office or exercise po-
litical influence in some other 
fashion.

In the coming months and 
years, they’ll help bring us 
together — which is, it seems, 
what the vast majority of  us 
desire.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) 
is chairman of  the John Locke 
Foundation and appears on 
“NC SPIN,” broadcast statewide 
at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and at 12:30 
p.m. Sundays on UNC-TV.

Books for holiday 
giving — a checklist
If  you are worried 

about holiday gifts or 
selec-
tions 
for 
your 
book 
club’s 
read-
ing, 
here 
are 
some 
good 
North 

Carolina connected 
books to consider.

Three beloved North 
Carolina authors have 
new books that would be 
perfect for fiction fans:

Allan Gurganus, 
author of  “The Oldest 
Confederate Widow Tells 
All,” gives us a crop of  
his best short fiction in 
“The Uncollected Stories 
of  Allan Gurganus.”

Jill McCorkle’s “Hiero-
glyphics” is a poignant story 
of an older couple making 
peace with their past.

Lee Smith’s “Blue Mar-
lin” takes a trip to Key 
West with a teenage girl 
who helps heal her par-
ents’ broken marriage.

There are three possibil-
ities for those interested in 
Bible times and issues:

Sue Monk Kidd’s 
“The Book of  Longings” 
imagines life for a wife of  
Jesus.

Jodi Magness’s “Masa-
da: From Jewish Revolt to 
Modern Myth” tells about 
the desert mountain for-
tress built by King Herod.

Bart Ehrman’s “Heav-
en and Hell: A History 
of  the Afterlife” lays out 
the different views of  
religious leaders about 
what happens to us when 
we die.

There are several 
options for fans of  North 
Carolina’s complicated 
and varied history:

David Zucchino’s 
“Wilmington’s Lie: The 
Murderous Coup of 1898 
and the Rise of White Su-
premacy” gives disturbing 
details of those events.

David Menconi’s “Step 
It Up and Go: The Story of  
North Carolina Popular 
Music, from Blind Boy 
Fuller and Doc Watson to 
Nina Simone and Super-
chunk” outlines the state’s 
rich history of music.

Daniel Pierce’s “Tar 
Heel Lightnin’: How Se-
cret Stills and Fast Cars 
Made North Carolina the 
Moonshine Capital of  
the World” takes readers 
through a long history of  
North Carolina’s affairs 
with illegal liquor.

In “That’s Rufus: A 
Memoir of  Tar Heel Poli-
tics, Watergate, & Public 
Life,” Rufus Edmisten, 
former candidate for 
governor, tells his story 
of  politics and family.

In “From Here to Equal-
ity: Reparations for Black 
Americans in the Twen-
ty-First Century,” William 
Darity and A. Kirsten 
Mullen, set out a persua-
sive case for reparations.

Ricky Moore’s  “Saltbox 
Seafood Joint Cookbook” 
gives directions for select-
ing and preparing seafood 
dishes like the ones that 
made his Durham restau-
rants so popular.

Former Charlotte 
Observer reporter Pam 
Kelly’s book, “Money 
Rock: A Family’s Story of  
Cocaine, Race, and Am-
bition in the New South,” 
opens the door to a 
deeper understanding of  
the challenges in North 
Carolina’s largest city.

Kathy Reich’s “A Con-
spiracy of  Bones,” set in 
Charlotte, is a fictional 
look at the exploitation 
of  children by political 
rumormongers.

In “The Antidote for 
Everything” by Charlotte 
doctor and author Kim-
mery Martin, a young 
woman urologist at a 
hospital clinic owned by 
a conservative religious 
group goes to bat for her 
colleague, a gay doctor 
who serves gay and trans 
patients.

Lewis Bowling’s “Sam 
Ragan: North Carolina’s 
Literary Godfather” cap-
tures the rich life of  the 
newspaper editor who 
became the state’s poet 
laureate.

North Carolina Book-
watch featured these 
programs in its current 
season that wraps up next 
month. They are posted 
on the program’s website: 
video.unctv.org/show/
nc-bookwatch/episodes.

The following books 

will be featured in De-
cember:

East Carolina Universi-
ty’s Liza Wieland’s latest 
novel, “Paris 7 A.M.,” is 
perfect for a Francophile 
who loves American poet-
ry and for anyone else who 
is intrigued by the times in 
Europe that accompanied 
the rise of Hitler.

For adventure lovers, 
Durham author Doug 
Bock Clark’s “The Last 
Whalers: Three Years 
in the Far Pacific with a 
Courageous Tribe and a 
Vanishing Way of  Life” 
follows an isolated Indo-
nesian island communi-
ty living the same way its 
ancestors did hundreds 
of  years ago.

For anyone who loves 
to visit weird roadside 
attractions such as the 
Peachoid in Gaffney, 
S.C., South of  the Border 
or Hills of  Snow in 
Smithfield, the perfect 
gift is “Road Sides: An 
Illustrated Companion 
to Dining and Driving in 
the American South,” 
written and illustrated 
by Emily Wallace.

If you have trouble de-
ciding, call your local book-
store and it will be glad to 
give you more guidance.

D.G. Martin hosts “North 
Carolina Bookwatch,” 
at 11 a.m. Sundays and 
5 p.m. Tuesdays on 
UNC-TV. The program 
also airs on the North 
Carolina Channel at 8 
p.m. Tuesdays and other 
times.
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referencing the time his 
mother hit him across the 
mouth when he started 
to ask a police officer a 
question as a young boy. 
And even though policing 
is widely thought to be 
better in Chatham than 
in surrounding counties, 
Barnes believes changes 
can and should be made.

“I would say policing is 
a problem everywhere,” 
he explained. “As a Black 
man, I want to stop being 
afraid my whole life.”

In the end, Barnes did 
get to speak with Rober-
son — a conversation in 
which he said he finally 
felt heard. He talked 
with Roberson about his 
negative experience with 
the officer who stopped 
him, as well as his fear of  
police as a Black man.

During their conversa-
tion, Barnes shared that 
he’d like to see police 
officers held account-
able “just like everyone 
else,” not just fired or 
transferred. Ultimately, 
after weeks of  waiting to 
speak with someone, he 
just wanted the sheriff to 
listen to his concerns.

“And that’s what the 
sheriff did,” Barnes said. 
“He took me from my 
attitude being 100 to my 
attitude being 10 just by 
letting me talk. I told him 
that he actually changed 
the narrative of  how I 
feel, and he did. Wheth-
er it’s next week, or 10 
years from now if  he’s 
still sheriff, if  a situation 
occurred, I think he will 
take steps toward rectify-
ing that.”

But Barnes doesn’t 
think that Chatham hav-
ing a good sheriff com-
pletely negates his and 
other people’s negative 
experiences with police.

“I want my story to be 
told because I want people 

to be encouraged that if  
you feel like you’ve been 
mistreated by the police, 
most likely you have,” 
he said. “And it’s OK to 
say something about it. 
Because until we start 
bringing the situation to 
light, nobody’s ever going 
to want to make a change 
or make a reform.”

‘I don’t want people 
to be scared of us’

In Chatham, Roberson 
said he is constantly 
working toward better 
outcomes from law en-
forcement interactions.

Roberson grew up in 
a Black community in 
Chatham County and has 
emphasized diversity in 
his hiring practices since 
taking office. While he 
thinks there are always 
ways his department can 
improve, he thinks his 
officers are good at what 
they do.

Still, he acknowledged 
that people’s past nega-
tive experiences with po-
lice officers — as well as 
media coverage depicting 
police actions “that are 
blatantly and obviously 
wrong” — can and do 
legitimately impact how 
people view law enforce-
ment.

“If  you listen to (Mr. 
Barnes’) story, he’ll talk 
about how it made him 
feel,” Roberson said. “I 
think those are all valid 
concerns about how peo-
ple feel, or when they’re 
put in situations that 
may feel one way where 
someone else might feel 
a different way. What 
we did with Mr. Barnes, 
though, we invited him in 
to look at the video foot-
age, and when we looked 
at the video footage it sort 
of  told a different story.”

Roberson said the 
video footage could not 
be released; Barnes stuck 
to his claim that he didn’t 
think he was doing any-
thing wrong when he was 

pulled.
One way that Rober-

son said the department 
strives for accountability 
and transparency of  its 
officers is through body 
cameras — each employee 
has and wears one, though 
there is not yet one in 
every police car, he said, 
due to the prohibitive 
cost of  installation. The 
department hosts racial 
equity training for its of-
ficers, has an anonymous 
complaint process that it 
prioritizes checking, he 
said, and reviews every 
use of  force, even if  there 
are no complaints associ-
ated with the incident.

One of  the most import-
ant parts of  reform and 
justice in Roberson’s eyes 
is building relationships 
in the community before 
a crisis — something he 
does through commu-
nity events and dinners 
throughout the year. 
While he believes the 
onus is on his department 
to take these first steps, 
he thinks the communi-
ty needs to be actively 
involved in the process as 
well.

“I don’t want the 
Sheriff’s Office to be a bad 
place,” Roberson said. “I 
don’t want people to be 
scared of  us. But it needs 
to be a community reform, 
too. Because the commu-
nity can’t expect the police 
to fix all your problems, 
and the police shouldn’t be 
a separate thing than the 
community.”

In July, the Racial 
Justice Task Force of  
the 18th Judicial District 
hosted a virtual commu-
nity conversation about 
Chatham’s criminal jus-
tice system. During that 
meeting, Roberson and 
N.C. Rep. Robert Reives 
II were among a group of  
speakers who spoke about 
racial justice from their 
perspectives.

“If  you want to see how 
law enforcement should 
operate, look here,” 

Reives said of  Chatham 
and Roberson’s office 
during his remarks.

Roberson spoke about 
diversity statistics within 
the department, noting 
the department was “way 
ahead” of  many other 
places but still has a lot 
of  work to do to fully 
represent the community. 
He specifically said the 
department was doing 
most poorly when it came 
to hiring and retaining 
Black men.

“We are certainly not 
perfect, but I will tell 
you that we aim to learn 
and we know yesterday’s 
ways are not OK for 
today,” Roberson said at 
the time.

Karen Howard, the 
chairperson of  the Cha-
tham County Board of  
Commissioners and one 
of  the scheduled speakers 
at July’s event, said she 
had a strong commitment 
to using her role as a 
commissioner to listen to 
experts regarding ways to 
better support Chatham’s 
communities of  color.

“Everything that I do 
and say is going to be 
framed by the context 
that I’m also the mother 
of  five Black sons,” How-
ard said. “It can’t be that 
my sons are safe because 
we have the sheriff that 
we have at this moment. 
It has to be that we have 
collectively changed 
policy, changed thinking, 
changed expectations.”

‘The pain is real and it 
hurts’

Many community 
activists in Chatham 
agree that more can and 
should be done to address 
policing in Chatham.

Monica Jarnagin, who 
works with the Chatham 
Takes Action — a local 
organizing group which 
spearheaded efforts to 
remove the Confederate 
monument in downtown 
Pittsboro — said she 

is not a reformist. In a 
perfect world, she said, 
“policing as we know it 
would not exist.”

“We would move the 
wildly disproportionate 
law enforcement funding 
to mental health care, 
truly affordable housing, 
education, community 
and cultural centers, 
libraries, and we would 
make sure our neighbors 
have food, shelter, and 
support around substance 
abuse,” she said, adding 
that police reform has 
been a “failing project” 
for decades.

Still, she said it’s im-
portant to address that 
fact that people are still 
impacted by the current 
system, so paying atten-
tion to what happens in 
our courtrooms, creating 
bail funds and organizing 
to end qualified immu-
nity for law enforcement 
officers is still important. 
In Chatham, Jarnagin 
said people can “demand 
accountability” for the 
county’s degree of  coop-
eration with ICE, as well 
as investigating condi-
tions of  the Chatham 
County jail.

“We know that racial 
bias in criminal justice 
and policing is a systemic 
issue,” she said. “This 
isn’t up for debate; it’s 
fact. Systemic issues don’t 
skip a county because 
the sheriff is a nice guy. 
Is it better here than in 
Alamance County? Sure. 
But comparing Chatham 
to surrounding counties 
is pointless if  these ineq-
uities exist here, which 
they do.”

While protesting 
against Confederate sup-
porters, starting in 2019, 
Jarnagin said she became 
concerned with the way 
the Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office and Pitts-
boro Police Department 
treated sometimes-armed 
Confederate protesters 
as compared to how they 
treated counter-protes-

tors, who she said were 
denied their gathering 
rights. She also raised 
concerns with Roberson 
encouraging ‘bad cops’ 
to leave his department, 
questioning where those 
officers go next. Roberson 
told the News + Record 
that he views public trust 
as being essential to the 
work his department 
does, and will therefore 
fire anyone who lies to 
him.

“Allowing a known 
violent, racist or unprin-
cipled officer to serve in 
the next county over is 
not noble and is not in 
the best interest of  our 
neighbors,” Jarnagin 
said. “This is not so much 
an indictment on Sheriff 
Roberson as a person — 
it’s an indictment on a 
poisonous system, and 
thinking our county is 
immune to that poison re-
quires us to ignore facts.”

For Barnes, his expe-
rience earlier in the year 
reminded him that as a 
Black man, his experienc-
es with racism will always 
impact his perspective 
and his sense of  safety. 
And while he said he 
doesn’t agree with getting 
rid of  law enforcement, 
he knows something 
needs to change.

“With all that’s going 
on, this has made my 
fears and apprehensions 
bigger, because I feel like 
everything that happens 
to Black men hurts me,” 
he said. “I think that’s 
what society doesn’t real-
ize, is that the pain is real 
and it hurts.”

He quietly added: “I 
think this is kind of  
where I am untrusting, 
and I know I need to try 
and let some of  that go. 
But it’s hard to do it right 
now in the state that our 
world and America is in 
right now.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached at 
hannah@chathamnr.com.
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tary School and a 3rd-
grade son who recently 
switched schools after not 
coping well with online 
school. For Houston’s 
daughter, virtual learning 
was going well, particu-
larly compared to the end 
of  last semester when 
teachers were adjusting 
to remote learning on the 
fly. While Houston said 
his daughter really enjoys 
the two days a week she is 
back at school under Plan 
B, he worries her overall 
education is suffering 
because of  the three days 
a week she is virtual.

“All of  a sudden, the 
structure is gone,” he 
said. “They’re still getting 
assigned work, but real-
istically, without Zoom 
calls, without the addi-
tional things the teacher 
was doing, my daughter 
can get the work done, if  
she’s focused, in an hour 
probably. You’ve got to 
think, surely, if  they were 
in school, they would be 
doing a lot more work — 
so, that’s quite frustrat-
ing.”

On social media, many 
parents in Chatham 
County have raised 
concerns with the hybrid 
schedule being more 
difficult for working 
parents. Acknowledging 
that reality, Houston said 
his family was lucky that 
he and his wife are able to 
work from home in order 
to be with his daughter 
when she’s not at school 
and to help her with her 
schoolwork.

“So we are not as im-
pacted as I’m sure a lot of  
other people are by this,” 
he said.

Chatham resident and 
parent Avis Bell, who 
works at Horton Middle 
School, said her family 
has had to work together 
to make the time away 
from school work. Her 
son is in 1st grade at Per-
ry Harrison Elementary 
School and her middle 
daughter is a junior at 
Northwood High School. 
Her oldest daughter, 
who works part time and 
takes classes at Central 
Carolina Community 
College, has been helping 
her brother with school 
while their parents are at 
work.

Though it hasn’t been 
easy, Bell thinks her son 
is more independent now 
because of  having to log 
into Zoom. He’s also more 
excited about school, she 
said, now that he’s back 
in the classroom. And 
even though his schedule 
is a little less consistent 
under Plan B, she thinks 
it’s worth it for him to be 
back in a physical class-
room, even for just part of  
the week.

“He’s really missed his 
school,” Bell said. “When-
ever they started PreK 
through 2nd (grade) to 
go back these two days, I 
thought this would really 
be good for the family as 
a whole because it would 
give her a break and 
he would get out of  the 
house, and he’d be around 
his peers.”

Bell started her job at 
Horton Middle School in 
August, so she’s excited 
to finally get a sense of  
what her job will look like 
with students actually 
in the building. For her 
daughter at Northwood, 
still learning under Plan 
C — the completely re-
mote option — has been a 

challenge.
“It’s sort of  like the 

morale is coming down 
in general, but she’s 
getting through it,” Bell 
said. “I’m really glad (the 
board) decided to let them 
have sports because it 
gets them around their 
friends and they get some 
relief  from being cooped 
up in the house all the 
time. Hopefully, in Janu-
ary, they may do some-
thing where they can be 
in school a little bit, too.”

Last month, Chatham 
parent Holly Rohaly told 
the News + Record she 
was really worried for 
her daughter’s educa-
tional experience under 
Plan C, stating that her 
8-year-old who typical-
ly loved learning now 
dreaded school. At the 
time, her daughter, who 
is in 3rd grade was not 
yet going to school under 
Plan B.

“I feel like there’s so 
much uncertainty, there’s 
no good answer,” Rohaly 
said at the time. “We’re in 
a no-win situation trying 
to pick the best of  the 
worst, as far as a solution. 
But we were so disap-
pointed with the decision 
of  pushing the kids out 
until January. I mean … 
that was devastating for 
us.”

Other parents felt 
blindsided by the board’s 
decision to send addition-
al students back to school. 
Some expressed concern 
for teachers and staff, 
who don’t have the same 
flexibility as students and 
families do when it comes 
to choosing whether 
or not to come back to 
school.

Since the first day of  
school on Aug. 17, there 
have been 21 positive 
cases of  COVID-19 among 
CCS staff and seven 
among students — with 
five new staff cases 
last week and one new 
student case. It’s unclear 
how many cases have 
occurred since the district 
partially reopened Oct. 
19 and how many of  the 
cases, if  any, represent 
community spread in a 
school, rather than just 
positive cases among 
school community mem-
bers.

“Remote school is 
imperfect,” Corbie Hill, 
a Chatham parent, wrote 
in a letter to the editor to 
the News + Record last 
month. “We all know that. 
What’s getting lost in the 
drive to reopen, however, 
is infection risk to staff, 
students, and the entire 
community — not to men-
tion the logistical head-
aches of  hybrid remote/
in-person learning. The 
grass is not greener.”

Still, even for parents 
like Houston, who want to 
err on the side of  caution 
and also have concerns 
about a hybrid schedule, 
it’s clear that being phys-
ically at school is import-
ant for children.

“She definitely loves 
being back at school,” 
he said of  his daughter. 
“I mean, the interaction 
with her peers and being 
able to do that, and I 
think having just the 
concentration of  being 
with a teacher who’s 
assigning them things or 
keeping them mentally 
stimulated — children 
like to learn at the end of  
the day.”

He does wonder why 
his daughter can’t go to 
school the full week when 
he says her in-person 
class only has a handful 
of  people in it. If  the 

other in-person group of  
students is the same size, 
Houston said that leads 
him to believe half  the 
class is remaining virtual 
or has left the school. 
“The kind of  question,” 
then, he said, is “Why can 
those 10 children not all 
go four days a week?”

Both Houston and 
Bell emphasized that 
the board is in a difficult 
position with no perfect 
answer. For Bell, trying 
to remain positive is 
the only way she knows 
to help her family get 
through all the challenges 
of  this year, particularly 
remote learning.

“If  we don’t encourage 
them, if  we as parents 
just complain about it 
the whole time, they’re 
going to be complaining 
about it,” she said. “So I 
bring more of  a positive 
outlook — like I know this 
is how it is, but we can get 
through it.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached at 
hannah@chathamnr.com.

PLAN B
Continued from page A1

‘He’s really 
missed his 
school,’ 
Chatham parent 
Avis Bell said 
of her 1st grade 
son. ‘Whenever 
they started 
PreK through 
2nd (grade) to 
go back these 
two days, I 
thought this 
would really 
be good for 
the family as a 
whole.’ Staff photo 
by Peyton Sickles

NEWS BRIEFS

Holiday in the Park: a 
Holly Jolly drive-thru

The Chatham County 
community is invited to 
get into the holiday spirit 
with the Chatham County 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment’s second annual 
Holiday in the Park event, 
schedule for 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday, Dec. 11, at North-
east District Park.

Modified due to 

COVID-19, this year’s 
event will take place as 
a holly jolly drive-thru, 
where participants will be 
asked to stay in their cars 
while in attendance.

During Holiday in the 
Park, families can collect 
an ornament kit to dec-
orate at home, reindeer 
food and candy canes, 
while supplies last. Par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to write a letter to Santa 

Claus ahead of  time. 
Children will be able 
to hand their letters to 
Santa himself  and wave 
at him through their car 
window.

“We are excited to 
continue to provide 
recreational activities and 
special events to allow 
Chatham County fam-
ilies the opportunity to 
enjoy fun times while also 
maintaining safety during 

the pandemic,” said Cha-
tham County Parks and 
Recreation Director Tracy 
Burnett.

For more information, 
visit the Holiday in the 
Park Facebook event at 
facebook.com/CCPark-
sandRecNC/events, or 
contact Mallory Peterson 
at (919) 548-0301 or at 

mallorypeterson.ccpr@
gmail.com.

West Chatham 
Food Pantry seeks 

volunteers
The West Chatham Food 

Pantry is in dire need of vol-
unteers. If you’re interested 

in volunteering or know 
someone that might be 
interested, please come by 
the pantry at 2535 Old U.S. 
Hwy. 421 North in Siler City, 
or contact Diane Smith at 
(919) 742-3111 or by email at 
wcfoodpantry@gmail.com.

— CN + R staff reports
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Siler City analysis depicts fragile economy
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler City has 
a problem: the town has about 
7,300 workers but only 5,000 
jobs. And it gets worse. While 
the community is projected to 
grow by another 2,000 people 
over the next five years, the job 
market is not on pace to expand 
at a commensurate rate.

Fortunately, a team of  
experts from the N.C. Main 
Street & Rural Planning Center 
— a subset of  the N.C. Dept. of  
Commerce — has launched a 
community economic recov-
ery and resilience initiative in 
connection with an 11-person 
steering committee of  town 
leaders including Siler City 
Commissioner Lewis Fadely, 
EDC Project Manager Sam 
Rauf  and CAM site owner Tim 
Booras. Their goal is to evalu-
ate Siler City’s economic trends 
and develop a five-year plan of  
corrective action.

The group was assembled 
months ago to address the 
town’s issues, but the COVID-19 
pandemic set back its efforts. 
Last Friday, Ann Bass and 
Bruce Naegelen, MS&RP eco-
nomic development planners, 
met with the steering commit-
tee for a virtual update to share 
their first set of  major findings.

“Siler City, probably better 
than a lot of  other communi-
ties, has known the boom and 
bust cycle,” Bass said. “You’ve 

had disasters. They haven’t nec-
essarily been natural disasters 
or other pandemics, but when 
a chicken plant has closed or 
something, you’ve experienced 
what has happened within the 
community.”

The problem is a lack of  
economic diversity. Compared 
to the state, and even the county 
at large, Siler City represents a 
narrow spectrum of opportunity.

“(Town planner) Jack (Mead-
ows) mentioned at a previous 
meeting that the county had 
been heralded by state econ-
omists for being very diverse 
and probably one of  the more 
stable,” Bass said.

But Siler City doesn’t stack 
up. While 62% of  Chatham 
County residents work white 
collar jobs, only 40% of  Siler 
City does. And, while just 37% 
of  N.C. has a high school diplo-
ma or less education, 57% of  
Siler City fits that category.

Despite those figures, a 
startling analysis revealed the 
severity of  Siler City’s employ-
ment problem: the town’s jobs 
still require less education than 
the population has.

“We have about a third of  
our workers in Siler City that 
are underemployed,” Bass said. 
“We could be asking them to do 
more.”

Bass pointed out that data 
was not presented to disparage 
any type of  employment. But 
the fact remains that typical 
Siler City jobs pay less than 

what workers can find else-
where.

“With some of  the dispari-
ties between the county and 
the town,” she said, “come 
disparities in average hourly 
earnings.”

Well represented industries 
in Siler City, including con-
struction and food preparation 
services, range in average 
earnings from $9.97 to $17.99 
per hour. Industries that are 
largely absent from Siler City 
pay $17.22 to $38.36 per hour.

Translated to annual income, 
the average Siler City house-
hold makes $55,089 compared 
to $110,056 county-wide and 
$78,915 across the state. Siler 
City also trails the county and 
state in housing value and 
home ownership.

To compound the town’s 
problem, much of  its residents’ 
money is spent outside of  Siler 
City. It’s a concept known as re-
tail leakage — the more severe 
an area’s retail leakage, the less 
diverse and self-contained its 
local economy.

“One of  our former col-
leagues is now working for an 
economic development agency 
on the coast,” Bass said, “and 
he has actually adopted closing 
the leakage gap as one of  his 
primary economic development 
goals.”

That’s how big the difference 
can be for a local economy.

Between such industries as 
building, food and beverage 

stores, clothing stores, sporting 
goods and food services, Siler 
City leaks $118 million annual-
ly, a staggering figure.

The problem is likely two-
fold, Bass said. The town does 
not have all the products and 
services its residents need, and 
its cost of  living is higher than 
average.

“Our earnings are below 
average, our poverty rates are, 
sadly, above average,” Bass 
said, “and the cost of  living 
is above average. It’s not by 
much, but that really kind of  
surprised me because I thought 
Siler City was a more afford-
able place to live … So, it means 
we need more money.”

Similarly, home ownership in 
Siler City is 10% below the state 
average and homes are valued 
at $60,000 less than average.

While the data depicts a trou-
bling snapshot of  Siler City’s 
economic health, it does not 
represent a complete perspec-
tive, nor the town’s prospects. 
New development is escalating 
under Town Planner Jack 
Meadows’ ambitious supervi-
sion and several new business-
es are in the process of  locating 
to Siler City.

Siler City is also the first 
community undergoing this 
rigorous state-sponsored inves-
tigation, and MS&RP are still 
in the early stages of  data-col-
lection.

“I hate to use the term guinea 
pig,” Naegelen said, describing 

Siler City’s role in the new pro-
gram, “but test project.”

He and Bass expressed 
some dissatisfaction with the 
numbers they’d gathered and 
warned against drawing hard 
conclusions.

“This is just a draft,” Naegel-
en said. “A first go-around. And 
that’s why we’re presenting it, 
so that we can get comment 
of, ‘Well that doesn’t make any 
sense,’ or, ‘Why is that this 
way?’”

Some steering committee 
members were anxious to see 
how the analysis could be used 
to improve Siler City and its 
economy, but Naegelen empha-
sized that it’s too early for talk 
of  action.

“That’s the $10 million 
question, really,” he said, “and 
that’s what we’re hoping to help 
with eventually.”

The committee will meet 
again on Jan. 7 to review and 
discuss a second version of  
the draft report before moving 
on to economic positioning 
strategies and implementa-
tion plan input in subsequent 
meetings. If  all goes according 
to schedule, the group will pres-
ent a proposal to the board of  
commissioners in March with 
its plans to address the town’s 
economic challenges. 

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

NEWS BRIEFS
Few updates on 
county’s ‘cyber 

incident’
PITTSBORO — Chatham 

County officials said Mon-
day they had no new updates 
about the status of the “cy-
ber incident” which knocked 
out the county government’s 
computer, email and phone 
systems on Oct. 28.

“No additional infor-
mation is available at this 
time as the incident is still 
under investigation,” said 
Kara Dudley, the county’s 
public information officer.

Dudley previously told the 
News + Record that Chatham 
County has cyber insurance, 
and that state and federal 
authorities are leading the 
incident investigation.

“Most Chatham County 

office phones are operating 
again; however, the voice-
mail system is still being 
repaired and expected to 
be restored in the coming 
days,” Dudley reported. 

Chatham County will 
soon be moving to a .gov 
email domain for county 
employee email addresses.

TSWDB seeks 
applications for T3 

training
The Triangle South Work-

force Development Board 
(TSWDB) is accepting appli-
cations for its T3 (Training 
Today’s Teams) Grant for 
Incumbent Workers.

The TSWDB provides 
funding through its T3 
Grant for Incumbent Work-
ers to allow businesses with 

five or more employees 
operating in the Triangle 
South local area (Chatham, 
Harnett, Lee and Sampson 
counties) to “skill up” their 
existing workforce to meet 
the challenges of changes 
to production processes or 
market demands. The max-
imum amount is $5,000 per 
grant, and $10,000 per pro-
gram a year, with a lifetime 
funding limit of $50,000.

The “skill-ups” that 
are addressed in a grant 
application can be a result 
of changing market condi-
tions, a worker(s) changing 
responsibilities/require-
ments in her/his job, or for 
enhancement to production 
or services as part of the 
applicant organizations 
operations. The TSWDB T3 
Grant for Incumbent Work-
ers will result in workers 

with increased knowledge, 
certifications, and/or value 
to the company.

Eligibility is limited to 
North Carolina for-profit 
and not-for-profit business-
es, with five or more em-
ployees, that have been in 
operation in North Carolina 
for a minimum of one year 
prior to the semi-annual 
submission deadline date, 
are current on all federal 
and state tax obligations, 
and are financially viable 
are eligible to apply. Tri-
angle South T3 Incumbent 
Worker Training Grants are 
awarded on a competitive 
basis. Applications are avail-
able upon request from the 
Triangle South Workforce 
Development Board office. 
The application is a part of  
the T3 Grant for Incumbent 
Workers policy. Applica-

tions should be submitted 
directly to a TSWDB busi-
ness services team mem-
ber. TSWDB may request 
additional information or 
establish supplemental pro-
visions and requirements 
for the training applications.

T3 Grants are awarded 
on a competitive, as-need-
ed basis and are depen-
dent upon the availability 
of  funding. T3 Grant Ap-
plications will be accepted 
through Dec. 16. Appli-
cants should expect to be 
notified on their applica-
tion status in January.

For more information on 
this program, or to request 
an application, people can 
contact a member of the 
Triangle South Business 
Outreach team: Norman 
Collins can be reached at 
919-704-6655, or by email at 

ncollins@cccc.edu; Jessica 
Ingram can be reached at 
(919) 895-0302 or by email at 
jtingram@cccc.edu.

The Triangle South 
Workforce Development 
Board is responsible for 
planning, policy guidance, 
and oversight of the work-
force investment system 
in Chatham, Harnett, Lee 
and Sampson counties. 
Its goal is to combine area 
employment, training, and 
supportive services and 
programs into a consum-
er-based, market-driven sys-
tem that meets the needs of  
job seekers and employers.

For more information 
on the Triangle South 
Workforce Development 
Board, visit triangle-
southworkforce.com.

— CN + R staff reports
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OBITUARIES

SARAH ALICE GARDNER 
WILLIAMSON 

Mrs. Sarah Alice Gardner 
Williamson, 96, of  Pittsboro, 
passed away Sunday, November 
15, 2020, at The Oaks at Whita-
ker Glen Mayview Nursing 
Facility in Raleigh.

A memorial service will be 
held post-Covid.

A native of  Bennett, she 
was born in 1924, and daugh-
ter of  the late Fleta Scott and 
Benjamin Gardner. Alice was 
a graduate of  Bennett School, 
and a member of  Tabernacle 
United Methodist Church. 
She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Roland William-
son,

Survivors include her 
daughter, Emily Smith of  
Pittsboro; one granddaughter; 
and a brother, Cecil Gardner of  
Ramseur.

In lieu of  flowers, consider a 
donation to the Chapel in the 
Pines Presbyterian Church in 
Chapel Hill or transitionslife-
care.org of  Raleigh.

CHARLES BALDWIN, JR. 
Mr. Charles Baldwin, Jr., 88, 

of  Pittsboro passeed away ofn 
Thursday, November 19, 2020, 
at his home. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

RICHARD CARSON 
DUNLAP III

Richard Carson Dunlap III, 
37, passed away on Friday, 
November 13, 2020 in Southern 
Pines. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
and Son Funeral Home.

DONALD GILBERT HARRIS

Donald Gilbert Harris, 77, 
of  Siler City, passed away on 
Thursday, November 19, 2020, 
at Carolina Pines of  Greens-
boro. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
and Son Funeral Home.

CARL ‘JOEL’ TYSON 
Carl “Joel” Tyson, 64, of  

Indianapolis, Indiana, passed 
away Friday, November 13, 
2020.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

BURNICE EUGENE GRAY, 
SR. 

Burnice Eugene Gray Sr., 73, 
of  Pittsboro passed away on 
Saturday, November 21, 2020, 
at UNC Hospitals in Chapel 
Hill. 

The family will not be re-
ceiving family or friends at the 
home due to COVID precau-
tions. Thanks for understand-
ing.  

SHARON RIVES THOMAS
Sharon Rives Thomas, 65, 

of  Sanford, died Wednesday, 
November 18, 2020, at San-
ford Health and Rehabilita-
tion.

No services are planned.
She was born in Chapel 

Hill on October 27, 1955, to 
the late Josephine Rives 
Smith. In addition to her 
mother, Sharon was preced-
ed in death by her husband, 
Herbert B. Thomas. 

Sharon is survived by a son, 
Brian Rives of  Sanford.

MELANIE CROSS-WARD
Melanie Cross-Ward, 34, of  

Pittsboro passed away on Mon-
day, November 16, 2020, at UNC 
Hospitals in Chapel Hill.

Funeral services were held at 
1 p.m. Saturday, November 21, 
2020, at Staunton Memorial CME 
Church. Burial followed in the 
Pittsboro Community Cemetery. 

MARY ANN (MURPHY) 
WILLIAMS

Mary Ann (Murphy) Williams, 
83, of Sanford, passed away on 
Thursday, November 12, 2020, at 
Central Harnett Hospital.

Graveside services were held 
at 11 a.m. on Monday, Novem-
ber 23, 2020, at Minter Cemtery.  

Mrs. Williams was the 
daughter of  the late Gracie Lee 
Thomas and Tom Murphy, and 
she was born in Cheraw, S.C.

RAQUAN SHYMELL 
ETERNAL HOOKER

Raquan Shymell Eternal Hook-
er, 24, of Sanford, passed away on 
Tuesday, November 17, 2020.

Services were held at 2 p.m. 
Monday, November 23, 2020, at 
Star of  Hope.

DARRELL MITCHELL
Darrell Mitchell, 53, of  San-

ford, passed away on Tuesday, 
November 10, 2020, at UNC 
Hospital in Chapel Hill. 

Services were held at 12 noon 
on Friday, November 20, 2020, 
at Knotts Funeral Home.      

RUSSELL EARL EVANS
Russell Earl Evans, 83, of  

Lillington, passed away on Fri-
day, November 20, 2020, at the 
Parkview Retirement Center.

No services will be held at 
this time.

Russ was born in Webster, 
Pennsylvania, on July 21, 1937, 
the son of  George and Bertha 
Evans. After graduating High 
School in Western Pennsylva-
nia, Russ served in the Navy 
as a part of  the Seabee division 
from 1955-1958. He spent the re-
mainder of  his life as a residen-
tial and commercial contractor.    

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
can be made to Mt. Pisgah Pres-
byterian Church, PO Box 1302, 
Broadway, N.C. 27505. 

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.  

WADE HERMAN PHILLIPS
Wade Herman “Boop” 

Phillips, 92, passed away on 
Thursday, November 19, 2020, 
at the SECU Jim & Betsy 
Bryan Hospice Home in Pitts-
boro. 

The graveside service was 
held on Saturday, November 
21, 2020, at 12 p.m. at Fall 
Creek Baptist Church with 
Rev. George Townsend and 
Pastor Edwin Moore presid-
ing. 

Herman was born in Cha-
tham County on September 26, 
1928, to Mattie P. and Ernest 
C. Phillips. He served in the 
U.S. Navy and later worked 
as a USDA poultry inspector 
for over 30 years. After retire-
ment, he worked at Brookwood 
Farms. Herman was the choir 
director and taught the Adult 
Sunday School at Fall Creek 
Baptist Church, where he was a 
member. 

In addition to his par-
ents, Herman was preceded 
in death by his son, Gerry 
Phillips; three grandchildren; 
sisters, Stella Sullivan Camp-
bell, Lessie Russell, Lillian 
Nall; and brother, Roland 
Phillips.

He is survived by his wife 
of  70 years, Lois Phillips of  
the home; daughter, Cheryl 
Phillips Baldwin of  Gold-
ston; two granddaughters, 
and six great-grandchil-
dren.

In lieu of  flowers, memo-
rials may be made to the the 
Crystal L. Phillips Scholar-
ship Fund, c/o Chatham Cen-
tral High School, 14950 Hwy 
902, Bear Creek, N.C. 27207 
or UNC Hospice of  Pittsboro, 
P.O. Box 1077, Pittsboro, N.C. 
27312.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

MARSHALL ANTHONY 
KINNEY, SR. 

Marshall Anthony Kin-
ney Sr., 55, of  Sanford 
passed away on Sunday, 
November 15, 2020, at Duke 
University Medical Center 
in Durham. 

A graveside service was held 
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Novem-
ber 21, 2020, at Lee Memory 
Garden.  

JANICE EVELYN 
WHITAKER WHITE 
GOODWIN

Janice Evelyn Whitaker 
White Goodwin, 79, of  Car-
thage, died Thursday, Novem-
ber 19, 2020, at Peak Resources.

A graveside service was held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, November 
21, 2020 at Barbecue Presbyteri-
an Church Cemetery with Rev. 
David Sherrod officiating.  

Mrs. Goodwin was born in 
Lee County on February 12, 
1941, to the late Arthur and 
Jewel Clark Whitaker. In ad-
dition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by husbands, 
Clifford White and Dan Good-
win; brothers, Jimmy Whita-
ker, Herman Whitaker, Jerry 
Whitaker; and sisters, Faye 
McLeod and Rebecca Whitaker.  

Janice is survived by a son, 
James Lee White of  High Point; 
daughters, Donna Cox of  San-
ford, Lora Street of  Sanford, 
Elaine Ferree of  Carthage; 
sister, Brenda Hall of  Cameron; 
and five grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

ROBERT LANDON 
FREEMAN 

Robert Landon Freeman, 82, 
of  White Oak, N.C., died Satur-
day, November 21, 2020, at Cape 
Fear Valley, Bladen Healthcare 
in Elizabethtown.

A graveside service was held 
on Tuesday, November 24, 2020, 
at 11 a.m. at Olivia Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery with Rev. 
Bob Johnson officiating.

Mr. Freemen was born in 
Lee County on April 30, 1938, 
to the late Raymond and Lena 
Freeman. He worked as an auto 
mechanic.

He is survived by his wife, 
Mary Freeman; children, Robert 
Kenneth Freeman of Dillion, 
SC and Tammy Renee Freeman 
Averette of  White Lake.

In lieu of  flowers, consider 
donations to a charity of  one’s 
choice.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

DOUGLAS J. ELLIS
Douglas J. Ellis, 61, of  Cam-

eron, died Thursday, November 
19, 2020, at his home.

A celebration of  life will be 
held at a later date.

He was born in Durham Coun-
ty on November 2, 1959, to the 
late Mallie Joseph Ellis Jr. and 
Shirley Vaughn Ellis. In addition 
to his father he was preceded in 
death by his grandmother, Louis 
Carden Ellis, and grandfather 
MJ Ellis Sr. He was the owner 
and operator of Ellis Towing.

He is survived by his wife, 
Judy Ellis of  the home; 
step-children, Jenny Jenkins 
of  Cameron, Dale Herndon of  
Richmond, Virginia, Bobby 
Herndon of  Diamondhead, 
Mississippi; six grandchildren; 
and a brother, MJ “Joey” Ellis 
III of  Cameron.

In lieu of  flowers please make 
donations to Bridges-Cameron 
Funeral Home, 600 W. Main St., 
Sanford, N.C. 27332. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

JANICE EVELYN 
WHITAKER WHITE 
GOODWIN

Janice Evelyn Whitaker 
White Goodwin, 79, of  Car-
thage, died Thursday, Novem-
ber 19, 2020, at Peak Resources.

A graveside service was held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, November 
21, 2020 at Barbecue Presbyteri-
an Church Cemetery with Rev. 
David Sherrod officiating.  

Mrs. Goodwin was born in 
Lee County on February 12, 
1941, to the late Arthur and 
Jewel Clark Whitaker. In ad-
dition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by husbands, 
Clifford White and Dan Good-
win; brothers, Jimmy Whita-
ker, Herman Whitaker, Jerry 
Whitaker; and sisters, Faye 
McLeod and Rebecca Whitaker.  

Janice is survived by a son, 
James Lee White of  High Point; 
daughters, Donna Cox of  San-
ford, Lora Street of  Sanford, 
Elaine Ferree of  Carthage; 
sister, Brenda Hall of  Cameron; 
and five grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

BRENDA LOVETT BOONE  
Brenda Lovett Boone, age 74, of  

Topsail Beach, N.C. passed away Sat-
urday, November 21, 2020.

She was born on August 29, 1946, in 
Norfolk, Virginia, to the late Irvin E. 
Lovett and Edna McCleod Lovett.

Brenda was a nurse at Sentara 
Albemarle Medical Center in Eliz-
abeth City, N.C. She was a selfless 
person who was a giver and kind to 
all. Brenda, known for her southern 
cooking, loved to feed people, and all 
were welcome at her table. She loved 
her grandkids, who she referred to as 

her “four treasures.” Brenda was the family’s matriarch and 
will be missed by family, friends and all that knew her.

Brenda is survived by her daughters, Julie Boone Cum-
mins and husband, John, and Elizabeth Boone Guri and 
husband, Neal; brother, Harold Lovett and wife, Meredith; 
sister, Debi Lovett; sister-in-law, Winnie Boone; grandchil-
dren, Elly Cummins, Charles Guri and Stella Guri; and many 
other family and friends.

Brenda was preceded in death by the love of  her life and 
husband of  50 years, Jerry Alan Boone, who passed away 
August of  2017; and her eldest grandson, Gabriel Boone 
Cummins, who passed away July of  2017. We know she is now 
with them and she will shine down her love on all of  us.

Charitable contributions in Brenda’s honor may be made 
to the American Cancer Society at cancer.org.

Condolences may be expressed online at www.quinnmc-
gowen.com.
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PEGGY JEAN MURRAY CHEEK  
Peggy Jean Murray Cheek, 87, of  

Greensboro, formerly of  Siler City, 
passed away on Tuesday, November 
17, 2020.

Mrs. Cheek was born February 
25, 1933, the daughter of  Joseph 
Taft Murray and Addie Irene Smith 
Murray.  

Peggy was a member of  West End 
United Methodist Church. Outside 
of  taking care of  her home, she was 
an Aide at Cross Road Retirement 
Community. She loved reading, going 
on trips to the beach and swinging on 

the porch. She made the best potato salad. Peggy had a great 
love for her family and they loved being around her as she 
was a card and was always making people laugh, she had “no 
filter”. She cherished taking care of  her family and watching 
her grandchildren. In addition to her parents, she is preceded 
in death by her brother, James “Noose” Murray and son-in-
law, Ricky Ledbetter. 

She is survived by her daughters, Kathy McGowan and 
husband David of  Asheboro, Mary Beth Ledbetter of  Vass, 
Darlene Cheek and Jean Brown, both of  Greensboro; and 
son, Joey Cheek and wife Sheila of  Crestview, Florida; grand-
children, Laura and Brian Cheek, Heather Tilley and hus-
band Daniel, Adrianne Phillips and husband John, Marandi, 
Elizabeth and Sarah Ledbetter, Lindsay Rossi and husband 
Brad; and great grandchildren, Preston, Devin, Addie and 
Beckett. 

Memorials may be made to Hospice of  The Piedmont Inc., 
1803 Westchester Dr., High Point, N.C. 27262.

Mrs. Cheek laid in repose on Thursday, November 19, 2020, 
from 12 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 
North Second Avenue, Siler City. A private graveside service 
was held on Friday, November 20, 2020, at Oakwood Ceme-
tery, N. Chatham Ave., Siler City with Rev. Jim Whittaker 
officiating. 

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Cheek family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com.

DAVID KENNETH LOVINGS
David Kenneth Lovings, 77, of  Siler 

City passed away on Wednesday, No-
vember 18, 2020, at his home. 

Mr. Lovings was born August 6, 
1943, the son of  Edward Reid and Nel-
lie Frances Ozment Lovings.  

David was an Army veteran serving 
in the Vietnam War. He was a mem-
ber of  the Magnolia Street Baptist 
Church in Greensboro, N.C. He had a 
big heart and loved his family. Even 
though he suffered many years with 
health issues from Agent Orange, 
he was proud of  his military career 

and it hurt him to see anyone disrespect the American flag 
he fought for. He loved spending his free time fishing on the 
coast. In addition to his parents, David is preceded in death 
by his brother, Larry Wayne Lovings Sr.   

He is survived by his sister, Julia Lovings Dowdy of  Siler 
City; and brothers, Mark Steven Lovings and wife Jane of  
Oak Ridge, Ronald Edward Lovings of  Beaufort; sister-in-law, 
Doris Gunn Lovings of  Greensboro; nephews, Larry Wayne 
Lovings, Jr. and wife Stephanie, Jeffrey Lovings and wife 
Sherrill, Eugene Dowdy and wife Amy, Michael Dowdy and 
wife Jennifer, Teddy Lovings and wife Kahla; and a niece, 
Carli Lovings Haskovec and husband Nate.

Mr. Lovings Laid in Repose on Saturday, November 21, 
2020, from 12 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 
North Second Ave., Siler City, N.C. A graveside service was 
held at 3 p.m. on Sunday, November 22, 2020, at Westminster 
Gardens, 3601 Whitehurst Rd., Greensboro with Rev. Jim 
Whittaker officiating. 

Memorials may be made to Disabled American Veterans, 
Dept. of  N.C., P.O. Drawer 28146, Raleigh, N.C. 27611. 

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Lovings family. 
Online condolences may be made at: www.pughfuneral-

home.com.

ELMER EUGENE ‘BILL’ THORPE 
Elmer Eugene “Bill” Thorpe passed 

away Friday, November 20, 2020.
Born October 3, 1932, Bill Thorpe 

was born in Winston Salem, N.C. 
and moved to Siler City in 1982. He 
owned several businesses in Chatham 
County from 1972 until he retired in 
2015. Bill Thorpe was a veteran of  
the Korean War and was honorably 
discharged.

Bill Thorpe is survived by three 
sons and three grandsons. 

His generous heart will be missed 
by all he enriched. Bill lead a life of  

infinite curiosity.
The phrase of  “living life to fullest” seemed to fit his per-

sonality. He died in peace, going quietly.

NEWS BRIEFS
DOT suspending 

most construction 
over Thanksgiving

RALEIGH — The 
following are highlights 
from this week at the 
N.C. Department of  
Transportation.

Thanksgiving 
Travel: the DOT is 
suspending most 
construction activity 
along its major high-
ways to keep lanes 
open for those travel-
ing for Thanksgiving.

The work along inter-
states, as well as U.S. and 
key N.C. routes is expect-
ed to shut down through 
the evening of  Nov. 30. 
There are some excep-
tions where construc-
tion conditions make it 
unsafe to open all lanes. 
This includes some lo-
cations where lanes are 
under construction or 
where a bridge is being 
replaced. Work that does 
not impact travel lanes 
can continue for some 
projects.

Before you hit the 

road, go to driveNC.gov 
for the most up-to-date 
traffic information.

Thanksgiving Click It 
or Ticket Campaign: The 
annual Thanksgiving 
Click It or Ticket cam-
paign will be in place 
this week.

Law enforcement will 
be stepping up enforce-
ment of  speeding, drunk 
driving and, of  course, 
seat belt laws in all 100 
counties. Violators of  
North Carolina’s seat 
belt law are fined $179; if  
a passenger under 15 is 

not properly restrained 
there’s a $263 fine.

Great Trails State 
Plan: the DOT needs 
your help during the 
final stages of  the 
Great Trails State 
Plan. The initiative 
will use existing plans 
and recommendations 
to identify a network 
of  shared-use paths 
and trails connecting 
every county in North 
Carolina.  

The department 
recently collected more 
than 11,000 responses to 

a public survey about 
the types and locations 
of  trails they would like 
to see. Now, we need 
your review and input of  
the draft network plan. 
You have until Dec. 4 to 
provide your input.

For more information 
about NCDOT Now, 
contact the NCDOT 
Communications Office 
at 919-707-2660. Addi-
tional news stories from 
throughout the week can 
be found on NCDOT.gov.

— CN + R staff reports

Check Us 

OUT on

(@chathamnr)

(chathamnewsrecord)
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Chatham Literacy’s 
Decorated Door 

Contest involves more 
than lights and wreaths

Along with cooking a turkey this 
week, many of  us are also breaking out 
the holiday decorations and buying a 
tree. 

So why stop there?
Get the children even more involved 

this year and create a very special 
decorated door with any theme of  your 
choice. Snap a photo and enter your 
doorway creation in Chatham Literacy’s 
Holiday Decorated Door Contest, and 
potentially win a prize and bragging 
rights for your effort!

Perhaps your children envision a 
Magical Candy Cane door of  their 
dreams or a Winter Wonderland with 
cotton ball snow. This is the year to start 
this new family tradition and create a 
photo-worthy celebration of  the season 
for Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or 

even New Year’s Eve.
“Doors have been opening and closing 

this year with all the 2020 things,” saod 
Tami Schwerin, the executive director 
of  AbundanceNC. “We decorate ours in 
love and peace.”

With each $20 registration between 
now and Dec. 18, create any doorway 
of  your choice throughout this holiday 
season including front doors, apartment 
doors, office doors or even a barn door. 
The point is to have fun, and all pro-
ceeds benefit Chatham Literacy.

In next week’s edition of  the News + 
Record — a sponsor of  this contest — 
we’ll share some ideas on how decorat-
ing your door can provide a different 
way to visit with your family.

Hurry to register at www.chathamlit-
eracy.org or call (919) 742-0578.

Submitted photo

Submissions to Chatham Literacy’s holiday door contest will be accepted 
through Dec. 18.

Library offers 
winter reading 

program
PITTSBORO — Winter 

is just around the corner, 
and Chatham Community 
Library is thrilled to offer 

its virtual Winter Reading 
Program “Ten to Try” 
from Dec. 1 through Jan. 
15.

Ten to Try is a chal-
lenge to encourage 
community members to 
read a book in each of  10 
categories, keep track of  

their reading, and share 
their favorite discoveries 
with the library and fel-
low readers. Participants 
will be entered in a prize 
drawing when they have 
read a book in at least five 
of  the 10 listed categories.

Additionally, there is a 
challenge for children ages 
2-8, and one for tweens 
and teens ages 9+. Both 
challenges can be found 
at the library’s Beanstack 
site. Readers who have 
used Beanstack before 
may log in to find the right 
challenge for them. Those 
who are new to Beanstack 
may create an account and 
get started. Readers can 
log their activities in the 
appropriate challenge, and 
the library staff keep track 
of the rest.

Readers can broaden their 
horizons and earn a chance 
to win a $50 gift card to 
McIntyre’s Books, courtesy 
of the Friends of the Cha-
tham Community Library.

For more information, 
contact Youth Services Li-
brarian Katy Henderson 
at katyh@gmail.com.

— CN + R staff reports

NEWS BRIEFS

Courtesy of Chatham Community Library

call (919) 663-3232 or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

Worth knowing.

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

RALEIGH STREET GALLERY
Located in downtown Siler City at 120 W Raleigh St

 (919) 663-6278 • www.facebook.com/raleighstreetgallery

Current Hours : Tues - Fri 10 to 4:30 and Sat 10 to 2

SHOP LOCAL with us for 
Small Business Saturday

Enter a drawing for a $20 
gift certificate with any 
purchase between now 

and the end of November.



es. The Farmers Alliance 
operated continuously 
for 130 years, eventually 
transforming into a gen-
eral store, before Fedele 
purchased the more than 
4,000 square-foot space.

“When I was working 
on the building, I had so 
many people stop in and 
tell me stories about their 
childhood, buying pep-
permint stick candy with 
their grandfather, getting 
their first pair of  boots 
at the Farmers Alliance, 
buying seeds to grow 
crops,” she said. “I knew 
that in owning this build-
ing, I had a responsibility 
to the past and an obliga-
tion to the future of  Siler 
City. I kept the name, The 
Alliance, as an homage 
to the building’s past and 
the idea that an alliance 
is about joining together 
for mutual benefit or to 
achieve some common 
purpose.”

While the building’s 
primary function is 
different now, Fedele has 
worked hard to maintain 
its uniting effect.

“The Alliance was de-
signed to be a hub, a safe 
space for everyone in our 
community to connect 
and collaborate,” she 
said. “Our mission is to 
foster creativity, critical 
thinking and innovation 
as a pathway for rural 
residents to advance their 
education, careers and 
ultimately build self-sus-
taining lives.”

The Siler City of  Fed-
ele’s vision would deviate 
a bit from its history. Big 
industry has always been 
the town’s backbone. But 
that’s a model prone to 
failure, she said.

“It’s been good that big 
industry has been here,” 
Fedele said, “but when 
they leave, a lot of  people 
are disenfranchised.”

For many Siler City 
residents, the sting of  
Fedele’s assessment is 
fresh. At the height of  
the Great Recession, the 
town’s largest employers 
— Pilgrim’s Pride and 
Townsend, both poultry 
factories — closed their 
facilities. Nearly 1,400 lost 
their jobs.

Things started looking 
up for Siler City’s econ-
omy when Mountaire 
Farms opened at the 
former Townsend facility 
in 2019 and reintroduced 
poultry to the downtrod-
den market. But for Fed-
ele, it wasn’t enough. Not 
everyone wants to work 
in poultry, or farming, or 
other traditional rural 
occupations, and Siler 
City doesn’t offer much 
variety.

“You should be able to 
live in this community,” 
Fedele said, “and your 
kids not have to leave to 
find the gainful employ-
ment they want.”

Her solution is to in-
troduce more job oppor-
tunities from a variety 
of  sectors. Fedele wants 
The Alliance to serve as 
a petri dish from which 
budding entrepreneurs 
can sprout before plant-
ing roots and maturing 
elsewhere in town.

“I believe there is so 
much knowledge in Cha-
tham County hidden be-
hind the trees,” she said. 
“We are working to bring 
these people together to 
share what they know 
with our community ... 
There is no excuse for 
rural brain-drain. We can 
teach skills that will allow 
people to live and work 
in Chatham, to spark 

entrepreneurship and 
create cottage industries 
that utilize the power of  
creative thinking.”

There is nothing wrong 
with big industry jobs, 
Fedele emphasizes. She 
thinks, for example, 
that Siler City’s heavy 
industrial CAM (the 
Chatham-Siler City Ad-
vanced Manufacturing) 
site will bring welcome 
opportunities for many 
underemployed workers 
in the area. But such 
employment shouldn’t be 
a town’s only option.

“This is not looking down 
on factory jobs,” she said, 
“but opportunity should be 
more than just what’s right 
in front of you.”

Fedele’s plan for trans-
mogrification is hefty. 
To see it through, she 
has enlisted a number of  
Chatham organizations 
to partner with her as she 
nurtures a new swath of  
Siler City occupations. 
Her partners include 
Futures for Kids, Wildes 
Art Forum & Creativity 
Sparks, Chatham School 
of  Science and Engineer-
ing & the Chatham Center 
for Innovation, Communi-
ties In Schools Chatham 
County, and the North 
Carolina Arts Incubator.

“There’s a symbiotic 
relationship between the 
Arts Incubator and The 
Alliance,” said Michael 
Feezor, the NCAI’s inter-
im director.

Much like The Alliance, 
though more specific 
to artists, NCAI works 
to support developing 
businesses until they 
are fiscally capable of  
expanding elsewhere. 
Fedele serves on NCAI’s 
board as its education 
director. In their brief  
partnership, the two or-
ganizations have already 
worked together to secure 
$50,000 in grant money 
for local entrepreneurs 
and to launch a STEAM 
program for children, al-
though their efforts were 
temporarily stifled when 
the pandemic struck.

“Our mission is to pro-
vide space that’s afford-
able so that people can try 
things,” Feezor said. “… 
We have had great experi-
ence incubating (artists) 
over 18 years and now we 
can leverage all that to 
reshape the town.”

Like Fedele, Feezor 
believes Siler City is the 
perfect site for cultural 
expansion and economic 
growth.

“A huge opportunity 
we have economically is 
two major highways that 
run through town, a train 
station that could become 
a major stop, presumably, 
and the airport,” he said. 
“There’s no reason new 
industries can’t locate 
here.”

‘I want to live  
here forever’

Fedele has a two-fold 
approach to achieving 
her goal: nurture cre-
ative entrepreneurship 
in Chatham youth, and 
provide young businesses 
a space in which to grow 
with minimal overhead. 
To each endeavor, she has 
devoted one half  of  her 
building.

“The building is divided 
in two,” Fedele said, “tra-
ditional coworking on one 
side and our programs on 
the other.”

On the right, as you 
enter the building, 
sprawling tables fill the 
open space, lined with 
cherry-red industrial 
stools. It’s where Fedele 
and her partners help 
“the next generation of  
creative entrepreneurs, 

innovators and artists by 
providing access to in-
dustry resources, events, 
mentorship, technology 
and knowledge sharing 
opportunities,” she said.

Especially since the 
pandemic began and 
in-person schooling 
stopped, The Alliance 
has helped Chatham 
groups like CISCC to 
keep students engaged 
and on track, providing a 
space in which educators 
can host in-person office 
hours and where students 
have access to strong 
internet connections.

“Lisa is good people, 
man,” said Tych Cowdin, 
CISCC executive director. 
“She is ready to make 
some things happen for 
typically underserved 
youth in the community.”

So far, CISCC has used 
the space to conduct 
parenting classes and to 
host open office hours and 
tutoring sessions for stu-
dents who need in-person 
support. The open layout 
permits the organiza-
tion to operate without 
violating social distancing 
recommendations.

“So, it’s just been a 
really great partnership, 
and I think this is just 
the beginning,” Cowdin 
said. “She has a wealth of  
networking resources for 
different program ideas 
… and I think students 
and families that are un-
derserved would be great 
beneficiaries to the ideas 
and the programs that 
Lisa has in mind.”

Through a set of  
French doors, the pro-
gram-center half  of  The 
Alliance gives way to a 
shared workspace where 
new businesses can 
incubate while avoiding 
the expense of  a dedicated 
site. Unlike many co-
working spaces designed 
for laptop-toting remote 
workers, though, The 
Alliance supports busi-
nesses like Julia Marina’s 
Milestone Bag Company.

“I live here more than 
my own home,” Marina 
said with a laugh.

Marina is a craftswom-
an. Nine years ago, in the 
throes of  grief  following 
her father’s death, she 
took up leather-work as a 
distraction from her pain.

“Little did I know that 
I would come to love 
working with leather in 
a way I’ve never loved 
anything,” she explains 
on her website, mile-
stonebagco.com. “Almost 
a decade later and it is 
still my absolute favorite 
form of  creativity.”

Since then, Marina’s 
product range has ex-
panded to include wallets, 
belts and a line of  100% 
linen bespoke women’s 
wear. And, of  course, 
every clothing purchase 
comes with a free hand-
made face mask.

As she works, her 3 
year old, Theo, plays in 
The Alliance’s lounge 
area donning his favorite 
Batman costume. As a 
single parent, Marina is 
grateful to have found an 
accommodating environ-
ment.

“It’s been great,” she 
said. “Theo loves it here. 
He begs to come here on 
days when we’re not.”

Marina didn’t know 
much about Siler City 
when she moved into 
town a couple of  years 
ago. “I fell in love with a 
guy,” she said by way of  
curt explanation. But the 
history and culture she 
found are what made her 
stay.

“I love community; I 
love small towns,” she 
said. “I love that it’s small 
enough to not get lost.”

She and Theo live in 
a tiny house now — a 
treehouse, in fact — just 
outside of  town. But as 
her business grows and 
profits increase, she 
hopes to buy a local farm-
house to renovate and 
customize.

“I want to live here 
forever,” she said.

Milestone Bag Co. is 
prototypical of  the com-
pany style Fedele wants 
to nurture. In a few years, 
Marina will likely achieve 
nationwide sales as per 
current projections. Her 
business will have grown 
large enough to hire ap-
prentices and fill a larger 
space somewhere else 
in town, and Siler City 
would have added a new 
employment opportunity 
within a niche market.

“That’s what this is 
all about,” Fedele said. 
“This is not an approach 
with a larger agenda. It’s 
to build a community we 
can all live in. There’s 
plenty of  space for all 
kinds of  people.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.
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Without the Mayflower Compact, there’d be no Thanksgiving 
BY W. ROBERT 

PEARSON
Special to the  

News + Record

This week we celebrate 
the most quintessential of  

American 
holidays: 
Thanks-
giving. We 
created it 
to proclaim 
the bounty 
and bless-
ings of  life 
to be shared 

with family, friends and 
even strangers after hard 
work accomplished and 
challenges met. Thanks-
giving was not given to us; 
it was earned and hard 
won.

It became reality after 
our Pilgrim forefathers 
faced and overcame 

the gravest of  crises 
— the stark truth of  
life or death choices. 
When that community 
committed to facing 
that terror together, 
to share a common 
fate despite their deep 
divisions, they created 
a framework that saved 
themselves. That model 
suffused our national 
culture and ultimately 
became the foundation 
of  our American exper-
iment to test whether 
democracy — rule by 
ourselves alone — can 
survive and flourish. To-
day we are back at that 
moment, to see whether 
we are going to come 
together or come apart.

The Pilgrims in No-
vember 1620, exactly 400 
years ago, landed on an 
unknown rocky hostile 

shore that was not their 
intended destination. 
They were supposed to 
be 250 miles south at the 
mouth of  the Hudson 
River in the large and 
accommodating bay 
that one day would be 
New York City (deemed 
to be “Virginia” at the 
time). Winter was upon 
them, their provisions 
were low, and they could 
not sail back to Europe. 
They had no authority 
from their leaders in the 
Netherlands to be where 
they were or settle where 
they landed. Confusion 
reigned. Tempers mount-
ed.

“Mutinous speeches” 
were heard for families to 
do whatever they wished 
according to reports of  
the time. They were about 
to come apart, and their 

divisions in such a forbid-
ding setting likely would 
have doomed them. 

Instead, they found 
agreement, not on lofty 
principles, but on practi-
cal commitments. In their 
compact they decided to 
“covenant and combine 
ourselves together into 
a civil body politic” to 
“frame such just and 
equal laws ... as shall be 
thought most ... conve-
nient for the general 
good” and promised “all 
due submission and 
obedience.” Their vow to 
self  government reached 
back to the Magna Carta 
and foreshadowed our 
Constitution.

Without the Mayflower 
Compact, there might 
have been no Thanksgiv-
ing. Their unity carried 
them through the terrible 

winter of  1620-21 when 
half  the settlers perished. 
These Americans came 
together despite their 
divisions. By focusing on 
the benefit for all instead 
of  the personal conviction 
of  each, they surmounted 
their challenges. And 
they would have their 
Thanksgiving the follow-
ing year.

Is that not also the 
message of  Thanksgiv-
ing for us in this new 
time of  challenge — 
whether we ordinary 
people can rise above 
our individual differenc-
es and govern ourselves 
for the better good of  all? 
John Lewis said that if  
we were to build and rec-
oncile and love and heal, 
we would have to see 
ourselves as “one family, 
one house, the American 

house, the American 
family.”

Thanksgiving is the 
perfect day to ponder that 
truth.

W. Robert Pearson, who 
lives in Fearrington Vil-
lage with his wife, Mag-
gie, was an innovative 
diplomat, leader and crisis 
manager at the top levels 
of  the U.S. government. He 
was U.S. ambassador to 
Turkey and completed a 
30-year career in 2006 with 
the Department of  State 
as Director General of  the 
Foreign Service. He is a 
frequent writer and speak-
er on diplomacy, foreign 
policy, Turkey, NGOs and 
development, and served 
under six presidents ( four 
Republican and two Dem-
ocratic) and 11 secretaries 
of  state.

A LESSON FROM HISTORY

Pearson

ALLIANCE
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

All of Julia Marina’s products are handmade in 
Siler City’s The Alliance co-working space.

2624 Hawkins Ave., Sanford, NC 27330

(919) 775-5588 • hiestersanford.com

From all of us at 

John Hiester of Sanford, 

we wish you and your 

family a safe & happy 

Thanksgiving!



Chamber’s annual meeting emphasizes entrepreneurship
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

The Chatham Chamber 
of  Commerce held its an-
nual meeting last Wednes-
day to commemorate a 
tumultuous year for busi-
nesses across the county 
and around the world. 

The program was pre-
recorded and broadcast 
virtually on YouTube TV.

Despite unprecedented 
circumstances, the Chamber 
has expanded and thrived 
under pandemic restrictions. 
It opened a second office this 
fall in downtown Pittsboro, 
renting space from Perch 
Coworking, and many of  
its programs are in greater 
demand than ever before.

“As you can see,” said In-
dira Everett, the Chamber 
board chairperson, “this 
Chamber has continued to 
remain busy and involved. 
Even in these challenging 
economic times, we gained 
new members, and have 
been able to hold our own. 
We know together we will 
come out stronger in the 
days ahead.”

In keeping with the 
Chamber’s mission to 
foster economic vitality in 
Chatham County, the annual 
meeting’s theme was “entre-
preneurship and navigating 
through crises.” Three pan-
elists and a keynote speaker 
shared encouragement and 
advice for creating new busi-
ness opportunities despite 
lamentable circumstances.

The speech

“(In this pandemic) we’ve 
all had disruption, and we’ve 
all reacted to that,” said Jeff 
Nischwitz, a motivational 
speaker and the founder of  
the Nischwitz Group, a train-
ing, consulting and coaching 
company. “We’ve done what 
we’ve needed to do as a result 
of that external disruption.”

The coronavirus has 
changed the way businesses 
operate. It has changed the 
commercial landscape and 
our day-to-day lives, he said.

“If  any of  you have not 
changed something in your 

business or life in the last 
eight or nine months,” 
Nischwitz said, “I’d like to 
hear how you managed to 
avoid it.”

But change by itself  is not 
progress, and adaptation is 
not always innovation.

“Innovation has three im-
portant traits,” Nischwitz 
said. “One is, innovation is 
purposeful. Secondly, inno-
vation is intentional. And 
third, innovation requires a 
commitment.”

Remove any of  the three, 
and your entrepreneurial 
plans will fail, according to 
Nischwitz.

“Adaptation only becomes 
innovation if you choose — 
intentionally, purposefully, 
with commitment — to carry 
that forward,” he said, “and it 
becomes part of your culture 
and your way of thinking and 
leading and doing business.”

Three panelists on 
Wednesday’s meeting 
program — an inventor, a 
franchise owner and a men-
tal health specialist — each 
embodied the principle of  
Nischwitz’s mantra. From 
unusual circumstances, 
they devised solutions 
to their problems, and 
successful businesses were 
born of  their efforts.

The inventor

“I consider myself  an in-
ventor and a talent search 
specialist,” said Joshua 

Esnard, a Chatham Coun-
ty transplant and one of  
the day’s panelists.

Esnard was born in St. 
Lucia to young parents 
with little money.

“My story went, my dad 
was cutting my hair as a 
little kid and I got sick of all 
his buzzcuts,” Esnard said. 
“So, I picked up the trim-
mer and started to cut my 
own hair as a 13-year-old.”

His ambitious plans 
went poorly, though.

“I ended up looking like 
a cheetah with bald spots 
all over,” Esnard said. “So, 
I decided to make my own 
invention as a kid to help me 
cut my own hair and ended 
up getting these perfect edge-
ups and line-ups by making 
this template tool.”

Many years passed before 
Esnard realized that others 
might stand to benefit from 
his childhood invention.

“I didn’t really think I had 
anything ...” he said. “But 
maybe six or seven years ago 
I decided to patent my tool 
which created a company 
called the Cut Buddy.”

Three months later, a vid-
eo of the Cut Buddy went 
viral, and Esnard’s simple 
product was propelled to 
fame. His early success 
landed him on Shark Tank 
where Esnard struck a deal 
with Daymond John. Now 
the Cut Buddy is widely 
available in stores across 
the country.

The franchise owner

Antonio McBroom had a 
different vision of  entrepre-
neurship. To him, real estate 
was always the surest route 
to financial independence.

“It was instilled in me 
young to really change the 
trajectory of generational 
wealth,” McBroom said, 
“and real estate is one of  
the key things that you do 
in America. I had uncles 
that really instilled in me, 
‘there’s one thing they’re not 
making more of, and that’s 
dirt. So, once you get some 
money, get some land.’”

McBroom grew up in 
Goldston, where his family 
didn’t have much money or 
land. After graduating from 
Chatham Central as vale-
dictorian of  his class, he left 
for UNC-Chapel Hill. But 
family responsibilities soon 
behooved him to find a job.

“My grandma raised me,” 
McBroom said. “She was get-
ting older, and really needed 
me to contribute at home.”

Ben & Jerry’s on 
Franklin St., near UNC’s 
campus, was hiring and 
McBroom couldn’t resist.

“When I was applying, 
they said if  you get hired, not 
only do you get paid, make 
some tips, but you’ll get a 
free milkshake every shift 
that you work,” he said. “So, 
I signed up immediately.”

McBroom fell in love 
with the company and its 
principles of community 
engagement and philanthro-
py. By the time he was ready 
to graduate, he’d resolved to 
buy the franchise location.

“I ended up becoming the 
youngest owner-operator 
in the company’s history 
when I was a graduating 
senior at UNC.”

Now he owns eight Ben & 
Jerry’s locations across the 
southeastern United States.

The mental health 
specialist

Like McBroom, Ashleigh 
Glover grew up in Chatham 
County. But the course of  
her life started long before 
her birth.

“My story starts about 
three years before I was 
born,” Glover said. “My 
mother lost her twin 
brother in a car accident. 
Subsequent to that, she lost 
five family members in a 
house fire. A year later, she 
was at her grandfather’s 
funeral and her dad had a 
heart attack and died.”

That was in 1988. In 1989, 
Glover’s mother met her 
father, and circumstances 
worsened.

“She had me, and her life 
began to spiral downhill,” 
Glover said. “She left me 
and my father when I was 3 
years old. She started drink-
ing heavily — alcohol was 
her substance of  choice.”

Nine years later, she died 
from sorosis of  the liver.

“My mother never had 
any healthcare,” Glover 
said. “She never had any 
mental health; she never 
had any therapy; she never 
went to counseling.”

When Glover was 13, her 
father remarried.

“My step-mother beat me,” 
she said, “and CPS (child pro-
tective services) missed it.”

At 16, Glover dropped 
out of high school. But she 
always intended to complete 
her education when circum-
stances allowed. Eventually 
she earned a GED and gained 
entrance to Central Carolina 
Community College.

Now, Glover has a Mas-
ter’s degree in clinical health 
counseling from Campbell 
University and she operates 
Chatham Counseling and 
Wellness “to provide coun-
seling services to the people 
of Chatham County.”

Different paths, but a 
shared passion

Entrepreneurship is an 
ambiguous pursuit. As 
Chamber President Cindy 
Poindexter put it, an entre-
preneur’s journey comes 
with “many twists, turns 
and, yes, stumbles.”

But all successful busi-
nesspeople have a dogged re-
fusal to concede failure and 
a passion to fight through 
challenges. Those qualities 

are what connect Esnard, 
McBroom and Glover de-
spite dissimilar backgrounds 
and career decisions.

“I find that entrepreneur-
ial magic happens at the 
intersection of  passion and 
what you’re actually pretty 
good at and what you can 
command some value for,” 
McBroom said.

The business venture that 
meets those criteria will 
vary between individuals.

“Find what’s out there 
for you,” Glover said.  

Now may be the perfect 
time for it, the panelists 
agreed, when many have 
lost their jobs and are stuck 
at home.

“Navigating through the 
pandemic has shifted a lot of  
mindsets on entrepreneur-
ship,” Esnard said. “... How 
I would navigate through 
the pandemic would be to 
put away the thought of just 
working for somebody and 
just being part of that nor-
mal, everyday wheel doing 
the same thing. Now we 
have to start thinking about 
addressing our problems.”

Finding solutions to 
one’s problems and mone-
tizing them can seem over-
whelming, Esnard conced-
ed. But he has a solution: 
write everything down.

“Literally document all 
your problems and your 
complaints,” he said.

Then take steps to ad-
dress them.

“In the spirit of what 
Josh was saying,” McBroom 
said, “when this pandemic 
started, I really embraced 
the wisdom of Winston 
Churchill. He said, in times 
of crisis, ‘bad companies fail, 
good companies survive but 
great companies improve.’”

In principle, the admoni-
tion applies even to budding 
entrepreneurial pursuits.

“It’s just about persever-
ance, you know,” Esnard 
said. “Keep trying. Solve 
your problems, and come 
up with a solution.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.
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Pictured (from left) are the panelists at the 
Chatham Chamber’s annual meeting: Joshua 
Esnard, Antonio McBroom, Ashleigh Glover and 
moderator Jennifer Gordiano.

CHATHAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | ANNUAL MEETING

The Vineyards neighborhood has been buzzing with activity lately, and the 
Cottages are right in the thick of it. They’ve been a hot commodity since 
winning Gold and Silver honors at the Parade of Homes, and only a few 
are still available. Their floor plans are designed to maximize your space 
and cut down on clutter, creating a practical and beautiful modern home. 
If you’re interested, contact us before the sun sets on your cozy cottage!

OUR AWARD-WINNING
COTTAGES ARE GOING FAST!

YOUR COZY 
COTTAGE

IN PURSUIT OF

To schedule a tour or see about available 
cottages, visit ChathamPark.com.

Information Center Hours:

Monday – Saturday: 10am–5pm

Sunday: 1pm–5pm
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Maternity Care
Close to Home

Our team of physicians and midwives 
means you get expert care from expert 
practitioners.

Chatham Hospital Maternity Care Center
is a new maternity care center providing
compassionate and expert care.

Expert Staff

All of this is just around the corner.
You can learn more at chathamhospital.org/baby

Customized Comfort Personalized Care
We’re here to create a personalized birth
experience that is right for you and your
baby, with modern rooms and amenities.

We provide labor support every step of
the way with the focus of keeping you and
your baby comfortable.



BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The question 
was simple: Can you describe 

a day in the life 
of  a student-ath-
lete? The answer, 
as roughly 40 
Northwood high 
schoolers learned 
last Thursday, 
was a lot more 
complex.

Purdue’s Tessa 
Sheets walked 
them through her 
Monday-Wednes-
day-Friday rou-
tine of  freshman 
year, from 6 a.m. 
lifts and 7:30 a.m. 
chemistry labs to 
afternoon stretch-

es, practices and ice baths.
Appalachian State’s Brendan 

Harrington rattled off all the ob-
ligations of  a normal Tuesday: 
workouts, rushed breakfasts, 
two hours of  team and position 
group meetings and tiny 10-min-
ute pockets of  down time.

And when the former North-
wood athletes had finished 
their requested spiels, Jason 
Amy, the school’s co-athletic 
director and a friend of  Sheets 
and Harrington both, could 
only shake his head and laugh.

“See?” he said. “It’s very 
demanding. You’re eating, 
sleeping and breathing what 
you love — and you better love 
it, because there’s no hiding 
from it.”

That sequence was just a 
snippet of  Northwood’s College 
Recruiting Simplified event, an 
hour-long webinar the school 
held over Zoom last week for 
interested student-athletes, 
parents and coaches.

Recruiting literacy has 
always been an emphasis at 
Northwood, a 3A school which 
sends off 10 and 15 student-ath-
letes to college programs 
annually. But this event was of  
extra importance, Amy said, 

since the coronavirus pandem-
ic has drastically altered how 
recruiters and recruitees now 
function.

So he brought in the big 
guns — Sheets, a senior pole 
vaulter for Purdue’s track and 
field team, and Harrington, a 
sophomore outside linebacker 
for App State’s football team — 
to give current Chargers some 
words of  wisdom. Later in the 
evening, the group also got an 
extensive presentation from 
Lindsay Milo, a representative 

for the nationwide recruiting 
service Next College Student 
Athlete.

Calling in from their re-
spective campuses in West 
Lafayette, Indiana, and Boone, 
Sheets, 21, and Harrington, 
19, detailed their Division 1 
recruiting processes, daily 
schedules, biggest college ad-
justments and more.

It wasn’t as intense as “Be-
yond Scared Straight” reality 
check, but the former Chargers 
made one thing clear: to reap 

the full benefits of  college 
athletics, you have to put in the 
work. And lots of  it.

“In college, it only gets hard-
er,” Harrington said. “School 
bumps up. Off the field bumps 
up. You’re not with mom and 
dad anymore. You can’t say, 
‘Coach, my alarm didn’t go off.’ 
It’s your life now. You can’t play 
around with it.”

Sheets, a 2017 Northwood 
alum, said the adjustment is a 
learning curve. She pointed to 
her sophomore year — “prob-

ably the worst year of  my life” 
— as an example. During those 
two semesters, Sheets fell into 
two bad habits: eating poorly 
and not sleeping enough. As a 
result, she struggled in meets.

It took a summer of  recuper-
ation and a few meetings with 
team psychologists and nutri-
tionists to turn things around 
for Sheets (who, for the record, 
feels great now). What did the 
experience teach her?
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Current and former Charger athletes 
unite for Northwood recruiting night

Chatham youth basketball 
will start in January with 

significant changes
BY CHAPEL FOWLER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Youth 
basketball returns to Cha-
tham County in January, 
but there’s a twist.

In keeping with its gen-
erally cautious strategies 
to curb the spread of  the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
the Chatham County 
Parks and Recreation 
Department is modifying 
the program significant-
ly from its traditional 
format, which centers 
around regular-season 
games.

Instead, the 2021 
program will focus on 
“individual skill develop-
ment, small-group skill 
development and limited 
scrimmages,” according 
to a county news release 
last Thursday. Co-ed par-
ticipants — ages 6 through 
18 — will be grouped into 
“age-based, self-contained 
pods” at five regional 
locations.

If  this language sounds 
familiar, it’s because the 
North Carolina High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion has struck virtually 
the same tone. Men’s and 
women’s basketball teams 
at member high schools 
are scheduled to start 
their regular seasons with 
official practices on Dec. 
7 and official games on 
Jan. 4.

Currently, though, 
teams are limited to 
offseason “skill sessions,” 
where players must wear 
masks while working out 
individually or in small 
pods. They can share 
equipment — namely, bas-
ketballs — in those small 
pods but cannot make 
contact with teammates. 
Teams also can’t scrim-
mage in the offseason.

Chatham County’s 
youth basketball program, 

which will begin Saturday, 
Jan. 23, isn’t that restric-
tive. There’s no mask 
mandate, of  course, and 
the department plans to 
offer limited scrimmages.

But there are plenty of  
similarities to the NCH-
SAA — which makes 
sense, since both groups 
are ultimately govern-
ment entities that take 
their cues from the state 
Department of  Health and 
Human Services. (Current 
DHHS guidance doesn’t 
recommend playing 
basketball, a “red” sport 
in that participants can’t 
maintain social distancing 
while they play it.)

“While the coronavirus 
is still present in the com-
munity, we have been very 
thoughtful about keeping 
safety our top priority, in-
volving the Public Health 

Department and county 
leadership with each 
step of  our planning,” 
Tracy Burnett, Chatham 
County’s parks and 
recreation director, said 
in the release. “During 
these challenging and 
uncertain times, we con-
tinue to search for ways to 
keep our residents active 
while providing the safest 
programs and activities as 
possible.”

The season will run 
from Jan. 23 through late 
February, and partic-
ipants will attend 10 
practices at their respec-
tive regional locations 
and within their age 
group. Available locations 
to choose from include 
Horton Middle School and 
Chatham Grove Ele-

Woods Charter pauses 
cross country activities 
after COVID-19 issues

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — Woods Charter 
cross country has suspended all prac-
tices and competitions after corona-
virus complications within its team, 
the school’s athletic director said last 
Thursday.

In a text to the News + Record, 
Woods Charter AD Dena Floyd con-
firmed the Wolves haven’t competed 
this week because of  COVID-19 
precautions, but she declined to 
give further information, citing 
privacy reasons. Woods Charter 
was scheduled to open its season at 
a meet last Wednesday at Chatham 
Charter.

Gary Oakley, Chatham Charter’s 
head cross country coach, said in 
email last week that Woods Charter 
cited one positive coronavirus case 
within the team as its reason for can-
cellation.

According to the state Department 
of  Health and Human Services’ 
COVID-19 website, Woods Charter 
hasn’t reported a cluster of  cases as 
last Friday afternoon (the most recent 
update). For school settings, the DHHS 

defines a cluster as a minimum of  five 
positive coronavirus cases confirmed 
by test results.

Chatham Charter was scheduled 
to host a three-team conference meet 
including Woods Charter last Wednes-
day afternoon. They ended up running 
one-on-one against Research Triangle 
High School.

Northwood was scheduled to host 
another three-team meet featuring 
Woods Charter Monday afternoon, but 
the Wolves didn’t participate in that 
meet either.

According to its most recent sched-
ule posted online, Woods Charter 
won’t open its season until Wednesday, 
Dec. 2, when it visits Chatham Charter 
for a dual meet. The Wolves’ volleyball 
team wasn’t affected by the suspen-
sion last week and played two road 
matches.

NCHSAA cross country and vol-
leyball teams across the state started 
regular-season competition Monday 
under the NCHSAA’s modified 2020-21 
athletics calendar.

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be reached 
at cfowler@chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @chapelfowler.

Harrington

Sheets

Photo courtesy of Purdue Athletics

Purdue pole vaulter and Northwood alum Tessa Sheets was one of two former Chargers, along with App State linebacker 
Brendan Harrington, who spoke to current Northwood student-athletes last Thursday via Zoom.

See BASKETBALL, page B2

Staff file photo

The Woods Charter School gym, pictured in October.

See CHARGER, page B2
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This week’s schedule and last week’s results
CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

Chatham County’s five 
NCHSAA high schools 
completed their first week 
of  volleyball and cross 
country events last week. 
Here’s a rundown of  this 
week’s schedule and last 
week’s results.

THIS WEEK

Monday, Nov. 23
Cross country: Jor-

dan-Matthews at North-
wood, 3:30 p.m.

Volleyball: Chatham 
Central at Uwharrie 
Charter, 6 p.m.

Volleyball: Northwood 
at Chapel Hill, 6 p.m. (JV 
5 p.m.)

Tuesday, Nov. 24

Cross country: Cha-
tham Central at North 
Stanly, 4:30 p.m.

Volleyball: South Stanly 
at Chatham Central, 5 
p.m.

Volleyball: Orange at 
Northwood, 6 p.m. (JV 5 
p.m.)

Volleyball: Chatham 
Charter at Research Tri-
angle, time TBA

LAST WEEK

Tuesday, Nov. 17

Cross country: Cha-
tham Central’s Kailey 
Green placed second 
with a 26:06 5K to lead the 
Bears in a road tri-meet 
against Uwharrie Char-
ter and North Moore. 
On the men’s side, Seth 
Gilliland (fifth place, 
21:00) and Parker Crowley 
(sixth place, 21:03) were 
Chatham Central’s top 
finishers. Caroline Austin 
(third place, 27:00) and 
Samantha Scott (fourth 
place, 27:20) were the 
women’s other top finish-
ers. Uwharrie Charter 
won both overall meets.

Volleyball: Cedar Ridge 
swept Northwood 3-0 (25-
22, 25-14, 25-23) at home 
in the season opener for 
both teams.

Volleyball: Research 
Triangle ripped off three 
sets in a row to get past 
Woods Charter, 3-1, 
in both teams’ season 
opener. The Wolves won 
the first set, 25-18, but 
dropped the final three by 
scores of  25-15, 26-24 and 
25-10. Junior outside hit-
ter Emi Hutter-DeMarco 
led Woods Charter with 13 

kills, while junior outside 
hitter and team captain 
Jana Thompson paced the 
team with eight serving 
aces and a 96.2 serving 
percentage. Junior setter 
Ada Green had 18 assists 
for the Wolves.

Wednesday, Nov. 18

Cross country: Re-
search Triangle swept 
Chatham Charter in a 
dual meet in Siler City. 
Research Triangle’s Liam 
Johnston (17:37) and 
Victoria Swepson (20:18) 
earned first place in the 
men’s and women’s races, 
respectively. (Woods 
Charter didn’t participate 
because of  COVID-19 
precautions.)

Cross country: North-
wood’s men took five of  
the top six spots and first 
place in a home meet 
against East Chapel Hill 
and Orange, while the 
Charger women logged a 
second-place finish on an 
afternoon that functioned 
as an early senior night 
and season opener for 
the school. In the men’s 
race, senior Malachi 
Levy paced a field of  25 
with a first-place time of  
17:04.78 in the 5K race, 

and junior Colin Henry 
placed third (17:12.52). In 
the women’s race, junior 
Caroline Murrell (third 
place, 19:39.47) and senior 
Tessa Yell (fourth place, 
20:53.20) were the Char-
gers’ top finishers.

Volleyball: Chatham 
Central opened its season 
with a 3-0 road loss to 
Southern Lee (25-18, 25-10, 
25-21). Junior Lindsey 
Johnson had three kills, 
and senior Tanner Little 
had three serving aces.

Thursday, Nov. 19

Cross country: Cha-
tham Central’s men’s 
logged a first-place finish 
in a home meet against 
Albemarle and South 
Davidson while Kailey 
Green scored a first-place 
finish on the women’s 
side. For the men, Parker 
Crowley (third place, 
19:49) and Seth Gilliland 
(fourth place, 20:01) were 
the top finishers; the men 
also recorded six of  the 
meet’s final top-10 times. 
Behind Green (25:22) on 
the women’s side, Cha-
tham Central’s Caroline 
Austin finished second 
and Samantha Scott fin-
ished third.

Volleyball: Opening its 
season at home, Chatham 
Charter swept Research 
Triangle 3-0 in a match 
that was closer than it 
looked. The Knights won 
25-22, 25-20 and 26-24. Top 
performers included: 
Alison Perez (15 assists), 
Molly Wilson (16 assists), 
Emerson Clark (nine 
kills, eight digs, eight 
serve points, four aces) 
and Morgan Lineberry 
(12 digs, seven serve 
points).

Volleyball: Chatham 
Central got back on 
track in its home opener, 
sweeping North Moore 
3-0 (25-17, 25-17, 25-15) in 
a non-conference match. 
Senior Grace Jones and 
junior Taylor Poe had 10 
kills each, while senior 
Savannah Stillwell had 
seven solo blocks for the 
Bears (1-1).

Volleyball: Jordan-Mat-
thews opened its season 
with a 3-0 road loss to 
Eastern Randolph. The 
Jets dropped the first 
set 25-13 but played the 
final two much tighter 
— losing 25-22 and 26-24, 
respectively.

Volleyball: Northwood 
didn’t have any trouble 
in its home opener/se-

nior night. The Chargers 
breezed past conference 
rival Southern Durham 
in a 3-0 sweep (25-3, 25-5, 
25-7) to move to 1-1 on the 
year.

Volleyball: Woods 
Charter put up a fight 
against conference rival 
Cornerstone Charter — 
tying the Cardinals at one 
set apiece on the road — 
before dropping the next 
two sets and losing 3-1. 
The Wolves are now 0-2, 
with both losses coming 
on the road.

Friday, Nov. 20

Volleyball: Chatham 
Charter won a tight first 
set 26-24 on the road but 
dropped the next three 
— 25-15, 28-26, 25-10 — in 
a loss to conference foe 
Cornerstone Charter of  
Greensboro. The Knights 
ended the week at 1-1. 
Top performers included: 
Molly Wilson (24 assists), 
Emerson Clark (12 kills, 
10 digs, 10 serve points) 
and Breanna Spinks 
(eight kills, 10 digs).

Reporter Chapel Fowler 
can be reached at cfowl-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @chapelfowler.

mentary School in Pittsboro, J.S. 
Waters School in Goldston, North 
Chatham Elementary School in 
Chapel Hill and Silk Hope School in 
Siler City.

Registration for the program 
opened Nov. 19 and will continue 
through Dec. 21; it costs $40 for 
Chatham County residents and 
$50 for non-residents. Partic-
ipants can register online at 
chathamnc.org/parks-recreation 
but must mail or submit their 
payment to the department in 
person.

And, as the county website 
noted: “This program (will remain) 
subject to change due to NCHSAA, 
NCDHHS or Chatham County 
guidelines.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be 
reached at cfowler@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @chapelfowl-
er.

BASKETBALL
Continued from page B1

“This sounds so cliché,” 
she said, laughing, “but 
so many problems can be 
solved with getting good 
sleep and eating right … 
that’s the best advice I 
can give.”

Harrington, a Decem-
ber 2018 Northwood alum 
who enrolled early at App 
State, said it’s always im-
portant for student-ath-
letes to take downtime. 
But you have to “hold 
your love for the game,” 
too, he said, and find ways 
to separate yourself  from 
the countless players 
vying for the same spots 
you are.

“Putting in the extra 
work, it really starts in 
high school,” Harrington 

said. “I was going to find 
ways to make myself  
better. You have to put 
time aside.” (Those 
practices have served 
him well at App State, 
where he’s flourishing 
as a first-time starter at 
linebacker.)

After about 30 minutes 
of  Sheets and Harrington, 
Amy turned it over to 
Milo. She’s a director of  
regional recruiting for 
NCSA, a website that 
works directly with over 
40,000 college coaches 
across dozens of  sports to 
fill their rosters with pro-
spective student-athletes.

Among the topics 
Milo touched on in a 
PowerPoint: the corona-
virus-altered recruiting 
timeline, the importance 
of  unweighted GPAs and 
core course requirements, 
social media strategy and 

a breakdown of  how Divi-
sion I, Division II, Divi-
sion III, NAIA schools and 
junior colleges provide 
athletic and/or academic 
scholarships.

“A lot of  parents don’t 
know there’s money at 
the Division II level,” 
said Milo, who played 
basketball and volleyball 
at Clemson. “You have to 
keep your options open.”

As the webinar 
wrapped up, Milo took 
questions and gave in-
structions on creating an 
effective NCSA account, 
which every Northwood 
student-athlete got for 
free as a perk for their 
attendance.

And Amy took the 
time to again praise his 
two featured guests. 
Their perspectives, he 
said, were an invaluable 
learning experience for 

Northwood’s current high 
school athletes — who, if  
they remain committed, 
may blossom into the next 
Sheets or Harrington 
themselves.

Reporter Chapel Fowler 
can be reached at cfowl-
er@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @chapel-
fowler.

CHARGER
Continued from page B1
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www.centralpiedmonturgentcare.com

101 Walmart Supercenter • Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-3911

1011 High Point Street • Randleman, NC 27317
336-498-0226

(off Hwy 64 between Ramseur and Siler City, Watch for Signs)

KILDEE FARM

936 Kildee Church Rd. 
(919) 742-5102

Acute and Chronic Pain

Headaches

Digestive Issues

Immunity / Allergies

Fertility

ADHD / Anxiety / Depression

Insomnia

Fatigue

Stress Management

919-663-1137
www.stillpointacupuncture.com

229 E. Raleigh St., Siler City, NC 27344

Stillpoint Acupuncture 

and Chinese Herbal Medicine

Thank you Chatham County for 14 wonderful years!

Acupuncture and Customized 

Herbal Formulas for: 

Check Us 

OUT on

(@chathamnr)

(chathamnewsrecord)

call (919) 663-3232 
or go to 

chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county  $50 outside county

Worth knowing.



Chatham Chamber of Commerce annual award recipients
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

Every year, the Cha-
tham Chamber of  Com-

merce 
recogniz-
es a se-
lection of  
Chatham 
business-
es and 
profes-
sionals 
who have 
made 
outstand-

ing contributions to the 
community and excelled 
in their respective fields. 
Few years have been as 
challenging for business 
as 2020, as exemplified 
by the virtual ceremony 
held during the Cham-
ber’s annual meeting last 
Wednesday. But several 
community members 
have distinguished them-
selves nonetheless.

Here are this year’s 
Chatham Chamber of  
Commerce annual awards 
recipients.

Donaldson Funeral 
Home & Crematory, 
Small Business of the 
Year

Lyle Donaldson first 
discovered his passion for 
funeral service arrange-
ment after seeing its 
value first hand.

“After experiencing the 
loss of  his grandmother, 
he found himself  working 
a summer job for two 
years at Hall-Wynne fu-
neral home,” said award 
presenter James Jernigan 
of  SunTrust now Truist. 
“… His desire to help fam-
ilies in their greatest time 
of  need led him to pursue 
a career as a funeral 
home director.”

After graduating from 
a funeral service licens-
ee program, Donaldson 
purchased Pittsboro’s 
Hall-Wynne in 2015 when 
he was 26, making him a 
seventh-generation busi-
ness owner in Chatham 
County.

The business has grown 
40% in the five years 
under Donaldson’s lead-
ership and has recently 
added an on-site crema-
tory, the first and only in 
Chatham County.

“We have been very for-
tunate,” Donaldson said. 
“Our business has grown 
drastically … Thank you 
to my parents and all of  
my staff. I couldn’t do it 
without them.”

Mark Reif, 
Distinguished Person 
of the Year

Mark Reif, the human 
resources communi-
cations manager for 
Mountaire Farms, “is 
the driving force behind 
many of  the community 
outreaches of  Mountaire 
in Siler City and the local 
area,” said award present-
er Tony Cash of  Fidelity 
Bank.

Reif  has managed the 
company’s contribu-
tions to such programs 
as the Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office’s Shop 
with a Deputy, Chatham 
Literacy, Holiday Meals 
for Community Mem-
bers, Benefits for Family 
Members Due to Serious 
Illnesses and Scholar-
ships for Youth.

“Mark Reif  is a com-
passionate, intelligent 
and professional business 
leader,” Cash said.

Besides the work he 
does for Mountaire, Reif  
has distinguished him-
self  in the community 
as president of  the Siler 
City Rotary club and as a 
member of  the Chatham 

County Chamber of  Com-
merce board of  directors.

“I have thoroughly 
enjoyed especially being 
here in Chatham Coun-
ty,” Reif  said, “It is an 
absolutely wonderful 
community, wonderful 
place to be. People are 
extremely friendly and its 
very easy to conduct your 
business.”

Eric Williams, Young 
Professional of the 
Year

Immediately after 
receiving his own award, 
Reif  presented the next 
to Eric Williams, 27, of  
Edward Jones.

“(He) is a true leader,” 
Reif  said. “He looks out 
for his clients and looks 
for avenues that will help 
them maximize their in-
come. And I’ve been told 
that if  you want to verify 
that, just ask any of  his 
clients.”

Williams, a Pittsboro 
native, recently opened 
his own branch of  
Edward Jones Invest-
ments in his hometown 
after completing Edward 
Jones’ financial advis-
er career development 
program in St. Louis. The 
office opened in 2018, and 
one year later received 
accredited asset manage-
ment designations.

“He’s trustworthy, 
professional, reliable, 

transparent and he has 
excellent communication 
skills,” Reif  said. “… He 
is a role model for other 
young professionals.”

In his free time — of  
which he has little, Reif  
pointed out — Williams 
volunteers for Chatham 
Literacy, and works as 
president of  Pittsboro’s 
Rotary club.

Williams thanked the 
chamber for recogniz-
ing him, his parents for 
molding him, and add-
ed, “very importantly, I 
want to thank my clients. 
It’s been a tough year, I 
think, for everyone. It’s 
been an interesting year 
for the markets — lot of  
job changes, a lot of  life 
changes, and we’ve had 
some difficult conver-
sations this year. I just 
really appreciate you 
putting trust in a young 
professional.”

Jazmin Mendoza 
Sosa, Duke Energy 
Citizenship and 
Service Award

The Citizenship and 
Service Award is be-
stowed upon “someone 
who has made a notewor-
thy contribution to the 
community above and 
beyond the norm,” said 
Indira Everett, a Duke 
Energy representative 
and the Chamber board 
chairperson. “It is a 

tribute to an individual 
who makes a difference 
in their community by 
using their time, talents 
and compassion, to posi-
tively impact the lives of  
others.”

Communities In 
Schools Chatham County 
Student Support Special-
ist Jazmin Mendoza Sosa 
embodied those qualifi-
cations in 2020, working 
to keep underprivileged 
students on track for suc-
cess amid unprecedented 
circumstances.

“(She is) the epitome 
of  service and commit-
ment in her workplace 
and in the community,” 
Everett said. “People are 
amazed at her compas-
sion, commitment, hon-
esty, energy and the love 
she gives all her students 
and others.”

Besides her individual-
ized support for students, 
Mendoza Sosa advocates 
for underrepresented 
demographics in the 
school system, “eliminat-
ing barriers for diverse 
populations and utiliz-
ing culturally relevant 
resources while ensuring 
equity is embedded in 
all areas of  the district’s 
culture,” Everett said.

Earlier in 2020, Men-
doza Sosa earned the 
Chatham County out-
standing volunteer award 
for similar work with 
Chatham County 4-H.

“This is a team effort,” 
Mendoza Sosa said. “I 
wouldn’t be here without 
the support of  the fami-
lies I work with, the time 
and support they give. 
(I’m thankful) also for 
my family being patient. I 
think working all the time 
or volunteering often 
means sacrificing some 
family time, so I want to 
thank them.”

Kevin O’Dell, 
Chamber Ambassador 
of the Year Award

Chatham Chamber of  
Commerce ambassadors 
promote member com-
mitment and retention 
by working to promote 
strong relationships and 
encouraging meaningful 
and beneficial participa-
tion in Chamber events 
and programs.

Kevin O’Dell joined the 
program in June 2019 and 
quickly distinguished 
himself. The native New 
Yorker moved to N.C. 
in 1989 to work with the 
DOT. Now, he works as a 
senior project manager 
for Summit Design and 
Engineering Services and 
has embraced the North 
Carolina way.

“In time,” Chamber 
President Cindy Poindex-
ter said, “he finally be-
came a North Carolinian 
and learned to comfort-
ably say, ‘y’all.’”

Most of  O’Dell’s brief  
term as an ambassador 
has involved navigating 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic. But he has contributed 
to the Chamber’s ongoing 
success nonetheless.

“Thank you, Kevin, for 
your commitment in the 
communities we serve, 
enabling our employees 
and clients to succeed 
together,” Poindexter 
said. “And in behalf  of  
the chamber, we thank 
you for being part of  the 
ambassador team, for 
always putting your best 
foot forward, for repre-
senting the Chamber well, 
and for helping us serve 
our chamber member 
businesses.”

Beth McCullough, 
Board Leadership 
Award

This was the first year 
the Chamber gave out 
an award to recognize a 
Chamber board member 
who performed above and 
beyond.

The decision was easy 
to make, said Everett, 
the board’s chairper-
son. When anyone on 
the board needed help, 
Beth McCullough, board 
member and director of  
secondary programs and 
communications at Cha-
tham Charter, was eager 
and ready to step up.

“Her leadership is sim-
ply invaluable,” Everett 
said, citing the award 
which reads: “Leadership 
— one person can make 
all the difference.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

NOVEMBER 26 - DECEMBER 2, 2020   |   Chatham News + Record   |   B3

McCullough

Submitted photo

Pictured (from left) are Chamber President Cindy Poindexter and those 
recognized at the organization’s annual meeting: Kevin O’Dell, Erica 
Sanders, Indira Everett, Jazmin Mendoza Sosa, James Jernigan, Lyle 
Donaldson, Tony Cash, Eric Williams and Mark Reif.

See Us For:
Commercial Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning
Sales & Service

LANGLEY
Refrigeration Company

Ph: 742-2777

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064

CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

PASCHAL LAW OFFICE
Wade Paschal, Attorney 

119 North Fir Avenue, Siler City, NC
Ph: 919-742-6006

Email: wadepaschal@gmail.com
TRAFFIC TICKETS • DIVORCE • CHILD CUSTODY • WILL • PROBATE

DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY • LIVING WILLS
HEALTH CARE POWER OF ATTORNEY • SPECIALIZING IN 

RESIDENTIAL LOAN CLOSINGS AND REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO

Homes-Land-Investments

C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com
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Pittsboro church works to ‘take a 
stand’ against injustice of racism

The Local Church, 
based in Pittsboro, has 
created an Anti-Racism 

Task 
Force 
to both 
address 
it and 
work to 
disman-
tle it pro-
actively. 
This 
week, we 
speak 
with pas-
tor Rev. 
Brent 
Levy and 
Katie 
Barnett, 
who 
serves as 
the facil-
itator for 

the task force.
Levy describes him-

self  as passionate about 
finding the sacred in 
the ordinary and mak-
ing space for others to 
experience the presence 
and power of  God. He 
lives in Pittsboro with 
his wife, Natalie, and his 
daughters, Emma and 
Eliza. You can connect 
with him at brent@thelo-
calchurchpbo.org and 
learn more about The 
Local Church at thelocal-
churchpbo.org.

Barnett has called TLC 
home since 2018. She 
lives in Carrboro with 
her partner, Lee, and 
cute dog, Juno. Katie is a 
coffee connoisseur and is 
passionate about celebrat-
ing the details of  life.

Your church, The Local 
Church, has created an 
Anti-Racism Task Force in 
order to “take an active 
stand against racism.” Can 
you talk about how the task 
force came to be?

The mantra and mis-
sion of  The Local Church 
is “love where you are,” 
and that is the driving 
force behind the creation 
of  the Anti-Racism Task 
Force.

Through spring and 
summer 2020, like many 
other communities in the 
America, we were struck 
by the atrocious murders 
of  George Floyd, Bre-
onna Taylor, Amhaud 
Arbery and too many 
others. As a predom-
inantly white church 
community, we felt it 
was right to take a stand 
against these injustices 
— not only because it is 
what our “love where you 
are” mission requires, 
but it is also what our 
baptismal vows call us 
to and what the Gospel 
demands of  us as follow-
ers of  Jesus. We believe 
that our commitment to 
anti-racism should be 

reflected in the culture of  
the community through 
our practices, minis-
tries and organization 
as we continue to learn 
about the sin of  racism. 
Through collective con-
fession, education, prayer 
and action, the Anti-Rac-
ism Task Force aims to 
both dismantle racism 
and become proactively 
anti-racist in our faith 
community, in Chatham 
County and beyond.

Why does the church 
describe racism as a sin?

We describe racism as 
a sin because it is. We are 
not trying to be flippant; 
rather, we are working to 
name it with honesty and 
penitence. (This response 
likely needs much more 
than a paragraph. To that 
end, we are available for 
coffee and conversation!)

For some, this under-
standing may require a 
shifting of  perspective 
or a redefining of  what 
we mean when we say 
“sin.” To understand 
sin as something that 
is only personal or only 
involving one’s individ-
ual morality is a myopic 
understanding. It fails to 
take into account the sin 
of  complex systems and 
structures that undergird 
so much of  our life and 
that we are caught in — 
knowingly or otherwise. 
This includes the sin of  
racism woven into the 
social, economic, criminal 
justice and religious fab-
rics of  the United States.

At its core, sin is 
disconnection. It’s a 
violation of  relationship 
between creature and 
creature or creature and 
Creator. Racism, in the 
ways that it is a failure to 
see another as made in 
God’s image and a failure 
to see the gift inherent 
in another human being, 
is sin in that it results in 
disconnection and harm. 
And when systems and 
structures are in place 
that limit another’s abil-
ity to live fully and freely 
into who God has created 
them to be, then that, too, 
is sin. As followers of  
Jesus, we’re instructed 
to “love your neighbor 
as yourself” (Matthew 
22:39). When there are 
systems in place that 
prevent this love from 
happening, leading to 
disconnect and a violation 
of  relationship, it can 
only be described as sin. 

We give thanks that the 
Church is slowly starting 
to acknowledge our own 
complicity, repent, and 
work toward racial jus-
tice, equity and belonging 
for all of  God’s beloved.

Chatham County’s 
Public Health Department 
has declared what it calls 
“structural racism” to be a 
health crisis in Chatham. Yet 
on places like Facebook and 
the Chatham Chatlist, there 
are those who rail against 
that declaration, saying it 
just doesn’t exist. What’s 
your response to those 
who say that racism either 
doesn’t exist or is a hand 
overplayed?

The Local Church 
wrote a letter in full sup-
port of  Chatham County 
Public Health Depart-
ment’s declaration of  
racism as a public health 
crisis. Structural racism 
does exist, and we’re 
thankful that our commu-
nity health department 
took this step to name 
it, invite awareness, and 
begin to work toward 
justice. We cannot accept 
something that isn’t first 
named.

While some may cling 
to color-blindness or 
denials of  racism, often 
because they have never 
been singled out for their 
skin color, we believe it’s 
vital to be color-honoring. 
To be color-honoring is to 
appreciate the beauty, di-
versity and particularity 
of  God and all of  creation! 
So our response would be 
an invitation to listen to 
the experiences of  Black 
people, Indigenous people 
and people of  color who 
can share how structur-
al racism has impacted 
them personally.

It is difficult to deny 
someone’s experience. It’s 
hard to say that some-
one’s story “doesn’t exist” 
or is “overplayed.” When 
we listen with generosity, 
curiosity and love, the in-
tangible can become tan-
gible, and a construct can 
become embodied. The 
Local Church commits to 
being a community that 
will listen and learn and 
not deny the experiences 
of  our friends and neigh-
bors in our community. 
We will be an ally and an 
advocate.

You’ve stated that the 
aims of the task force are 
to 1) dismantle racism, and 
2) become proactively 

anti-racist in our church and 
in Chatham County and be-
yond. How do you envision 
that happening?

This is a work in 
progress, so we certainly 
don’t have all the answers! 
But we do know that the 
Anti-Racism Task Force 
will work to this end 
through prayer, confes-
sion, repentance, educa-
tion and action. This will 
happen both within the 
Anti-Racism Task Force 
and the broader faith com-
munity, and we hope that 
this work will leak into 
the community through a 
people empowered to love 
where they are in words 
and actions, becoming 
more aware of  implicit bi-
ases, educating others and 
loving our neighbors well 
through acts of  service.

Can you outline the steps 
you’ve taken already?

The first step was to cre-
ate an Anti-Racism Task 
Force. We have also sent 
letters to the Chatham 
County Health Depart-
ment in support of  their 
declaration of  structural 
racism as an ongoing 
public health crisis and to 
the Chatham Community 
Library’s Youth Services 
Department for their 
ongoing support of  equity 
and anti-racism educa-
tion. In addition, we have 
entered into a partnership 
with friends at Union 
Grove AMEZ Church in 
Bear Creek.

Together, our com-
munities will explore 
friendship, reconciliation 
and anti-racism. Our first 
public event was a live 
streamed gathering called 
“Sacred Broken Ground: 
A Conversation on Race, 
Friendship, and Other 
Hard Things” with Rev. 
Charles Matthews and 
Rev. Brent Levy. You can 
view a replay of  this event 
on Facebook.

Our Local Book Club is 
also participating in this 
work with every third 
book selected focusing 
on anti-racism. We also 
post anti-racist educa-

tional and inspirational 
content on our Insta-
gram feed with a feature 
called #WithWednesdays. 
There, we feature local 
Black-owned businesses, 
anti-racism quotations, 
tangible action steps and 
pertinent passages of  
scripture. (You can follow 
us at @localchurchpbo.)

We are also cultivating 
anti-racism resources 
for families including 
children’s books, podcasts 
for parents, articles, blogs 
and other materials — 
with hope of  also hosting 
a movie night post-pan-
demic. We seek to invite 
local artists, scholars 
and organizers to help 
facilitate discussions 
about racial justice with 
our congregation, and we 
have been working to in-
corporate more diversity 
into our worship life, too.

There are other groups 
in Chatham County active-
ly working toward similar 
goals. Do you have plans 
for collaboration, or is this 
effort focused solely within 
your own church?

We absolutely plan to 
collaborate! We believe 
we are better together, 
and there is so much we 
can learn from other 
organizations in the 
community. In fact, even 
before the Anti-Racism 
Task Force was created, 
we were already collab-
orating with community 
partners. We hosted 

friends from RAFI (Rural 
Advancement Foundation 
International) and The 
Chatham Social Justice 
Exchange for a conversa-
tion on racial justice, and 
CORE (Chatham Orga-
nizing for Racial Equity) 
was gracious enough 
to help us facilitate our 
book club on Dr. Ibram X. 
Kendi’s “Stamped From 
the Beginning.” We are 
so thankful for these 
organizations in Chatham 
County, and we excitedly 
anticipate learning more 
from them (and others!) 
as we move forward.

What’s next?
In addition to what 

we already have up and 
running, the Anti-Racism 
Task Force is current-
ly working on a series 
of  check-ins with the 
various ministry areas of  
The Local Church. These 
check-ins are designed to 
view our church through 
a racial equity lens and 
better understand where 
we are now as we look to 
the future and continue 
in our anti-racism efforts. 
We will use our findings 
as a jumping off point 
for continued education, 
local partnerships, and 
further movement toward 
racial justice. Black 
lives matter to God, and 
they matter to The Local 
Church. By God’s grace 
and with God’s help, will 
be a voice for racial jus-
tice in Chatham County.

CHATHAM CHAT | THE LOCAL CHURCH’S ANTI-RACISM TASK FORCE

‘We hope that this work will leak into the 
community through a people empowered 
to love where they are in words and 
actions, becoming more aware of implicit 
biases, educating others, and loving our 
neighbors well through acts of service.’

Levy

Barnett

Gladys McAuley 
is newest CCCC 

Trustee
SANFORD — Gladys 

Rodriguez McAuley is the 
newest member of  the Cen-
tral Carolina Community 
College Board of  Trustees. 
She was appointed to the 
board by N.C. Gov. Roy 
Cooper.

McAuley holds an asso-
ciate degree in accounting 
from Central Carolina 
Community College and 
a bachelor’s degree in 
management from Mer-
edith College, where she 
graduated Magna Cum 
Laude.

She retired in 2012 from 
IBM in Research Triangle 
Park.

McAuley is married to 
Larry E. McAuley. They 
have one child, Chris 
McAuley.

Holiday in the 
Park: a Holly Jolly 

drive-thru
The Chatham County 

community is invited to 
get into the holiday spirit 
with the Chatham Coun-
ty Parks and Recreation 
Department’s second an-
nual Holiday in the Park 
event, schedule for 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
11, at Northeast District 
Park.

Modified due to 
COVID-19, this year’s 
event will take place as 
a holly jolly drive-thru, 
where participants will be 

asked to stay in their cars 
while in attendance.

During Holiday in the 
Park, families can collect 
an ornament kit to dec-
orate at home, reindeer 
food and candy canes, 
while supplies last. Par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to write a letter to Santa 
Claus ahead of  time. 
Children will be able 
to hand their letters to 
Santa himself  and wave 
at him through their car 
window.

“We are excited to 
continue to provide 
recreational activities and 
special events to allow 
Chatham County fam-
ilies the opportunity to 
enjoy fun times while also 
maintaining safety during 
the pandemic,” said Cha-
tham County Parks and 
Recreation Director Tracy 
Burnett.

For more information, 
visit the Holiday in the 
Park Facebook event at 
facebook.com/CCPark-
sandRecNC/events, or 
contact Mallory Peterson 
at (919) 548-0301 or at 
mallorypeterson.ccpr@
gmail.com.

Coronavirus 
Food Assistance 

Program 2 sign-up 
ends Dec. 11

Agricultural produc-
ers may apply for CFAP 
2 through the Chatham 
County Farm Service 
Agency Office through 

Dec. 11.This program 
provides producers 
compensation for ongo-
ing market disruptions 
and with the associated 
marketing costs during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
CFAP 2 payments will be 
made for three catego-
ries of  commodities: 
Price Trigger Commod-
ities, Flat-rate Crops 
and Sales Commodities.  
Price trigger commodi-
ties are major commod-
ities that meet a min-
imum 5-percent price 
decline over a specified 
period of  time. Eligi-
ble price trigger crops 
include barley, corn, 
sorghum, soybeans, sun-
flowers, upland cotton, 
and all classes of  wheat. 
Payments will be based 
on 2020 planted acres of  
the crop. Eligible price 
trigger livestock are beef  
cattle, pigs, and lambs. 
Payment is based on 
maximum owned inven-
tory of  eligible livestock, 
excluding breeding 
stock, on a date selected 
by the producer, between 
April 16 and Aug. 3.

A complete list of  eligi-
ble commodities, payment 
rates and calculations 
can be found on farmers.
gov/cfap. If  you have any 
questions or would like 
to apply for the CFAP 2 
program, please call the 
county office at 919-542-
2244, ext. 2. USDA Service 
Centers are open for busi-
ness by phone or email 
only at this time.

— CN + R staff reports

NEWS BRIEFS

You found 
the answer!

To enter the COA’s monthly drawing for a $25 Visa Gift Card, call the 
COA at 919-542-4512, extension 223 and follow the prompts on the 
voicemail. 
November’s winner will be drawn from eligible entries provided by 
11/30/2020. The November winner will be announced in a December 
issue of the Chatham News + Record. One entry per household, per 
week. Employees of the COA and their dependents not eligible.

A: Mary Myrtle Siler Thompson. 
She was sworn in on 

October 4, 1920.
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The Gift of Speech: Raising money 
to help an autistic boy speak

BY HANNAH TOWEY
UNC Media Hub

SILER CITY — When 
Gudelia Santana Ubaldo 
asks her son to speak, he 
grabs her hand and gen-
tly touches his forehead 
to hers.

“Dime Sammy, usa 
tus palabras,” she says, 
telling Sammy to use his 
words. He silently leans 
over the beige leather 
chair positioned by the 
window, sun shining 
across his mother’s face. 

He pulls back, shakes 
his hands and walks to-
ward the end of  their mo-
bile home as his mouth 
begins to form singular 
vowels: “ah, eh, oo.”

Gudelia knows he 
wants something, but 
is not sure what— he 
probably just misses her 
company. 

Sammy has been 
diagnosed with global 
developmental delay, au-
tism and mixed language 
disorders that prevent 
him from speaking. He 
has yet to acquire certain 
cognitive and social skills 
standard for his age. But 
at 8 years old, doctors 
consider him a walking 
miracle. 

Gudelia was born with 
an abnormally small and 
narrow uterus. After 10 
years of  attempting to 
conceive with no luck, she 
almost gave up on having 
children. 

“For me, as a woman 
it was something very 
frustrating, not having 
children,” Gudelia said, 
her eyes slowly filling 
with tears as she tracks 
Sammy’s movements.“I 
didn’t feel fulfilled as a 
woman.” 

Raising a family was 
one of  the main reasons 
Gudelia and her husband, 
Rodrigo, emigrated from 
Mexico to Siler City years 
ago. They both found 
work at a local sock fac-
tory and began planning 

their American dream: a 
house filled with kids, and 
within each child, hope 
for a better future. 

Instead, Gudelia found 
herself  unable to get 
pregnant, and when she 
finally did, suffered a 
painful miscarriage. 

Emmanuel, the name 
of  the child she lost, is 
written in black cursive 
across the pages of  a 
handmade booklet. She 
gently turns the pages 
adorned in his memory, 
white printer paper sta-
pled together at its spine.

Years after losing Em-
manuel, Gudelia became 
pregnant with Sammy. 
Doctors warned her that 
it was unlikely the child 
would survive, and if  he 
did, he would never be 
able to walk or speak. 

“I told the doctors that 
I was going to have him 
no matter what,” Gudelia 
said. “I didn’t care about 
the disability. I wanted 
my son, I wanted children 
so badly.” 

Born at just 25 weeks, 
Sammy weighed 1 pound, 
12 ounces, his body fitting 
neatly in the palm of  
her hands. The doctors 
promised they would do 
everything in their power 
to save him, but told 
Gudelia to prepare for the 
worst — a state of  being 
she was accustomed to. 

For the next three 
months, Sammy re-
mained in an incubator, 
each day as uncertain as 
the next. 

“Those three months 
were some of  the hard-
est and most exhausting 
months to get through,” 
Gudelia said. “But, it was 
all worth it. He became 
our world. From the mo-
ment he opened his eyes, 
to his first smile to even 
his first steps. He made us 
feel complete.”

With one week left 
before his 9th birthday, 
Sammy has undergone 
dozens of  therapies and 
treatments in hopes of  
improving his ability to 
communicate. After years 
of  speech therapy, Sammy 
can just barely pronounce 
one word: mama. 

“As a mother, I think 
about the future when 
I won’t be here on this 
earth anymore,” Gudelia 
said. “I want him to speak 
so that he can become 
independent and stand on 
his own two feet.” 

With the weight of  her 
son’s future on her shoul-
ders, Gudelia sat down to 
watch an episode of  “The 
Doctors” on Univision, an 
American Spanish-lan-
guage television network. 

The mother on the 
screen appeared to share 
every struggle she felt she 

was facing alone. Miriam 
Gimal told the talk-show 
hosts how her daughter 
was born severely autistic 
and couldn’t speak. She 
had tried all the tradition-
al therapies with little to 
no improvement— and 
then, in one final act 
of  hope, her daughter 
received a MeRT brain 
treatment. 

MeRT, an emerging 
technology owned by 
Wave Neuroscience, at-
tempts to reprogram ab-
normal electrical signals 
in the brain. The basic 
premise of  the treatment 
is that our brain is made 
up of  neurons: cells that 
use electrical currents 
to communicate with 
one another in order to 
execute the most basic of  
functions, from tying our 
shoes to speech.

While most pills and 
medicines focus on the 
chemical aspects of  brain 
activity, MeRT attempts 
to coordinate disrupted 
brain waves found in 
patients with depression, 

anxiety, PTSD and au-
tism. In the case of  Gimal, 
the treatment led her 
daughter to speak for the 
first time. 

“Recently we had a 
young girl, she was non-
verbal, 6 years old, had 
been in speech therapy 
for four years and then 
she literally could not 
stop talking,” said David 
Day, owner of  NEUCOA, 
a brain treatment center 
located in Virginia Beach 
that uses MeRT technol-
ogy. 

“The hairs were stand-
ing up on our arms,” he 
said. “Both parents’ jaws 
dropped when they heard 
her talk. They knew that 
she was in there. But 
something was slowing 
that process.”

One month of  MeRT 
treatment costs around 
$8,000, a bill unthinkably 
high for Sammy’s family. 
Gudelia can no longer 
work the afternoon shift 
at the sock factory, as she 
takes care of  Sammy full-
time. Due to COVID-19, 

Rodrigo was left unem-
ployed for three months, 
only able to return to 
work once the factory 
reopened. 

To help families facing 
financial difficulties, 
NEUCOA offers two-week 
treatment blocks, allow-
ing payment two weeks 
at a time as opposed to a 
lump sum. Patients can 
then decide if  they are 
happy with the results af-
ter two weeks and choose 
whether to continue.

Even then, it’s not guar-
anteed that the treatment 
would help Sammy speak. 
According to research 
done by The Brain 
Treatment Center, 66 
percent of  patients with 
communication difficul-
ties experienced speech 
improvement.

“If  they have the results 
and they’re happy with it, 
then we encourage them,” 
Day said. “But I’m not 
forcing their hand. I want 
this to be a cooperative 
understanding of  if  we 
see progress, if  the child’s 
benefiting from it, and if  
families can afford it.”

In hopes of  raising 
money for the treatment, 
Sammy’s family created 
a GoFundMe page with 
a goal of  $20,000. So far, 
they have raised a little 
more than $1,000, mostly 
made up of  small dona-
tions from the local com-
munity. The title of  the 
GoFundMe is “El Regalo 
del Habla,” or “The Gift 
of  Speech.”

Despite the fact that 
results are uncertain, 
Gudelia said she has faith 
that if  Sammy defeated 
the odds of  survival, he 
can, by those same odds, 
speak. 

“That’s the wish and 
the dream I have for my 
son, that he speaks,” 
Gudelia said. “It would be 
like a gift, if  my son gets 
that therapy, it would be 
like a Christmas present 
at the end of  the year.”

Photos courtesy of Patsy Montesinos and Gudelia Santana 
Ubaldo

Gudelia and Sammy at home.

Photos courtesy of Patsy Montesinos and Gudelia Santana 
Ubaldo

Sammy receives a quantitative EEG administered 
by David Day at NEUCOA medical clinic in Virginia 
Beach.

Connolly Walker, Agent
919-265-0702

connollywalkerinsurance.comConnolly Walker, Agent
919-265-0702 • connollywalkerinsurance.com
11470 US 15 501 N, Suite 105, Chapel Hill, NC

We are currently working regular office hours from our 
office location. We have precautions in place to keep 

our customers and our team safe.

To all of our front line workers

Ask for a Quote For Good to support Chatham YMCA. For every quote we 
receive in November, we will donate $5.00 to the Chatham YMCA.



staff to be creative 
and adaptable while 
maintaining a positive 
outlook through times 
of adversity like those 
we have recently 
experienced.

DAN LAMONTAGNE, Cha-
tham County Manager

Managing life in the 
midst of a global 
pandemic has certainly 
proven to be been 
difficult and at times 
overwhelming. Caring 
for two elementary aged 
children while working 
a full-time job has not 
been easy. Although 
we’ve all experienced 
challenges there is still 
so much to be thankful 
for. I am thankful for 
the time spent together 
with my family, thankful 
to be serving Chatham 
County youth at the 
Boys & Girls Club, and 
also for the small things 
in life that many of us 
have taken for granted: 
hikes with my kids, our 
pets, hearing the birds 
sing in the morning 
during my virtual 
morning meetings 
on the patio, and of 
course...Netflix and 
Disney Plus!

ELIZABETH COLEBROOK, 
Central Carolina Boys & 
Girls Clubs

At Cambridge Hills 
and Twin Rivers we’re 
thankful for the faith 
and trust that our 
resident families 
have placed in us 
to love and care 
for their family 
members. We’re 
thankful for our staff 
who are so selfless 
in their efforts and for 
our residents who share 
their lives with us. 
We’re thankful 
for our 
many 

community 
friends and 
partners for all that they 
do, as well.

MIKE WALTERS, Cambridge 
Hills

I am so thankful for our 
many Chatham County 
Schools’ employees 
and how hard they have 
all worked to help our 
students during this 
difficult time. I am also 
thankful for the many 
people that have taken 
the time to reach out 
to me to offer their 
support and to let me 
know they are thinking 
of me. I am also so very 
thankful for my family.
I hope you enjoy your 
Thanksgiving as well.

GARY LEONARD, Chatham 
County Board of  Education

Some of the 
extracurricular activities 
I’m involved in have 
been canceled or 
postponed due to 
COVID-19. This has 
afforded me additional 
personal time in my life 
that I truly missed. I now 
use that time to simply 
relax, read a book, 

or spend 
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GIVING THANKS IN TUMULTUOUS TIMES

Why Chatham County residents are thankful
2020 has been a very difficult year, all 

around. As you reflect on Thanksgiving in 
light of  this pandemic-dominated world, 

what are you thankful for — or newly 
thankful for — right now?

2020 
has 
been a 
difficult and 
challenging year for 
all of us, and for some, 
the losses have been 
profound and life-
altering. I do not want 
to diminish that reality 
for those who have lost 
loved ones, housing or 
employment. But, as we 
are contemplating our 
blessings in this season, 
I am especially grateful 
for the time that I have 
had with my young adult 
children and teens who, 
in the ordinary course 
of things, would be in 
far flung places starting 
new lives, enjoying 
college experiences and 
indulging in the affairs of 
young men that do not 
normally include their 
parents. Instead, I have 
been able to reconnect 
with these delightful 
youngsters who have 
been able to work and 
study online and enjoy 
the camaraderie that 
comes with having a big 
family when we thought 
that those years were 
behind us. Bathrooms 
are dirtier, grocery bills 
higher and squabbles 
occasionally erupt, 
but this unexpected 
gift of time is deeply 
appreciated and what I 
hope to remember best 
when I think of 2020.

KAREN HOWARD, Chatham 
County Board of Commissioners

Very grateful for my 
health and the good 
fortune of those close 
to me not having 
succumbed to COVID-19. 
Not everyone can say 
that.

JOHN MCCANN, Chatham 
County Schools

I’m thankful for our 
community, for the 
people that are 
helping 

people 
in need. It 

is amazing how 
much people 
volunteer to 
help those 
that don’t 
have food, rent, 
electricity, water. If we 
think about how much 
we have every day, it 
compels us to give to 
those that are struggling 
right now for NO FAULT 
of their own. Simply a 
systemic problem of 
inequality. I am of course 
grateful always to my 
friends and family. And 
this beautiful planet that 
we get to live on (as 
opposed to Mars or the 
MOON!)

TAMI SCHWERIN, Abundance 
NC

During a trying time for 
the nation, I am grateful 
for many 
things I 
know that 
others 
do not 
have. 
I am 
thankful 
that my 
husband and I 
are still employed, that 
I am able to work from 
home so I can help my 
kids with schoolwork, 
that we have food on 
the table and a roof over 
our heads. All of that 
said the true silver lining 
has come with a slowed 
schedule, more family 
dinners and being able to 
spend so much time with 
my kids and my husband. 

JAIME DETZI, Chatham Edu-
cation Foundation

I am thankful for my 
health and being able to 
show love and kindness 
to my family and friends 
and the community at 

large. 

circumstances 
but to give 
thanks in all 
circumstances. 
To that end, 
I am especially 
thankful for the 
spirit of collaboration, 
partnership, and 
innovation that has 
emerged among 
businesses, individuals, 
and non-profits to help 
those in need and love 
our neighbors well in 
such trying times. I 
must also say that I am 
thankful for the resiliency 
of children, especially 
my kids Emma and 
Eliza, who continue to 
engage and embrace 
the world with curiosity, 
determination, and heart 
— encouraging me to 
follow their lead.

THE REV. D. BRENT LEVY, 
The Local Church

 
I’m thankful for my 
wonderful family and 
the fact they have 
stayed healthy thus far 
through the pandemic. 
I’m thankful for great 
friends who I have 
always been able to 
lean on for strength 
and support 
throughout 
my life. I’m 
thankful 
for all 
the 
front-
line 

employees, 
including health 
care workers, first 
responders, and utility 
workers for keeping 
us healthy and safe 
through this past year. 
I’m thankful for private 
business employees 
who have kept our 
restaurants, grocery, and 
retail stores open during 
this past year. Despite all 
the trials and tribulations, 
they had to endure they 
were there to make sure 
we were able to get the 
products we needed 
to survive. I’m thankful 
for the support and 
donations the community 
has given to the police 
department during this 
time. Everything the 
community does for us is 
greatly appreciated and 
never taken for granted. 
Finally, I’m also thankful 
for our community 
because even during the 
worst of times they are 
always willing to go the 
extra mile to help their 
neighbors in need.

SHORTY 
JOHNSON, Pittsboro Police 
Chief

 
As Chief of Police my 
greatest concern is the 
safety of my officers 
and civilian staff. During 
the pandemic they have 
been placed in additional 
harms ways. The day-
to-day interactions in 
unknown environments 
is an added risk beyond 
officer safety and 
public service calls. I 
am grateful for their 
selfless service during 
this pandemic and the 
unwavering support 
we receive from our 
community and town 
leadership.

MIKE WAGNER, Siler City 
Police Chief

 
I’m extremely grateful for 

everyone who 
helped pull 

off one 
of the 
most 

challenging 
elections 

this county and 
country has ever 

faced. Chatham is lucky 
to have a dedicated 
and professional staff, 
citizens who worked 
tirelessly as poll workers, 
and voters who remained 
civil despite our 
disagreements.

MIKE BAROSSO, Chatham 
County Board of  Elections

 
 The pandemic has made 
me especially thankful 
for the farmers we have 
in Chatham County. 
We’ve been farmers’ 
market customers for a 
while, but with supply 
chain issues, our desire 
to stay closer to home, 
and shop in spaces that 
felt safe, we increased 
the amount of food we 
purchase from local 
farms. It’s been amazing 
to watch our farmers 
step up to produce and 
distribute even more 
fresh, delicious food to 
our community. They are 
hard working, resilient, 
creative, and generous 
people. I’m incredibly 
grateful for them.

JOELLE BRUM-
MIT-YALE, 

less fortunate than us. 
This year highlighted 

those disparities 
and prompts us 
to count our 
blessings 
like never 
before. To 
that end, I 
am thankful 
for the 
blessings of 
family and 
friends, and 
thankful 
for new 

blessings 
of my new 

community in 
Pittsboro, their trust 

in me as their Town 
Manager, their warm 
welcome and the 
support they have 
exhibited towards me 
and my family.

CHRIS KENNEDY, Pitts-
boro Town Manager

I am thankful for 
compassion, patience, 
and an awesome 
extended family, 
including my Chatham 
County Schools 
students, colleagues, 
and community. Take 
care, and have a great 
Thanksgiving! 

DR. DERRICK JORDAN, Cha-
tham County Schools Superin-
tendent

I’m very thankful to 
be alive and healthy. 
My children and 
grandchildren are healthy 
also and to be able to 
provide support to the 
families in need. Gracias, 
gracias, gracias!

MARIA SOTO, staff, Commu-
nities In Schools of  Chatham 
County

 
I do agree on the fact 
that this year has been 
a difficult one, but what 
made it all better is my 
mum and Selina (Lopez). 
I’m thankful for having 
the best mother I could 
ever have. She has given 
a lot to me and my 
brother, looked out for 
us and has been working 
very hard to be able 
to provide us what we 
need. I’m also thankful 
for Selina, from OLP 
(Orgullo Latinx Pride) 
in EVH (The Hispanic 
Liaison) because she has 
been very supportive, 
reminds me to never give 
up and looks out for me 
as if she was also my 
mum. I appreciate both 
of them and love them 
very much.

ASHLEY PEREZ, junior, Jor-
dan-Matthews High School

I’m grateful for having 
love & health and a 
loving, healthy family. I 
am grateful to be a part 
of Abundance NC and 
the Neighbor2Neighbor / 
VecinoAVecino program 
in which I am blessed 
on a daily basis. The 
community support with 
this program has been 
overwhelming 
and I 

constantly 
have to tell the 
people we help that 
it’s not me — it’s the 
community they live in. 
I am just a third party. 
Thank you, Piedmont 
neighbors, you rock!

MARCELA SLADE, Abun-
dance NC

Maggie and I are thankful 
for the courage and skill 
of our doctors, nurses 
and other health care 
workers who have been 
on the front lines saving 
lives. Their willingness 
to risk their own health 
has inspired many others 
to do all that is possible 
to safeguard the lives 
of our neighbors. We 
are grateful for the 
professionalism of our 
first responders, county 
and city officials who 
work tirelessly for this 
county and its future. 
We also admire the 
generosity of the people 
in Chatham County to 
provide meals to those 
in need because of the 
pandemic. We give 
thanks for the proud 
spirit of Americans 
everywhere who stepped 
forward to share our 
common burden and 
strengthen the common 
good.

BOB PEARSON, retired 
diplomat

I am thankful to be living 
in these interesting 
times. Despite the many 
challenges that have been 
thrown our way in 2020, I 
am inspired by the young 
souls of our community. 
Their advocacy for 
what they believe in, 
and their resilience and 
perseverance in the 
face of adversity, gives 
me hope that they have 
what it takes to make 
positive and lasting 
change that will have 
a significant impact on 
future generations. I am 
so thankful for these 
young spirits pushing our 
community to find our 
best selves - a community 
that encourages ALL OF 
US to pursue our highest 
potential through unity 
and compassion for one 
another.

TYCH COWDIN, Communities 
In Schools Chatham County 
Executive Director

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, one of the 
things I’m thankful 
for is the public’s new 
appreciation for the 
outdoors and connecting 
with nature, and the 

realization that we 
need more 

outdoor places for 
people to visit. I hope 
this new appreciation 
for the outdoors will 
result in a renewed 
commitment to 
investing in open space 
conservation. Getting 
outside in nature is 
a good way to lower 
stress levels and improve 
mental health.

GRETCHEN SMITH, Friends 
of  Lower Haw River State 
Natural Area

I applaud the 
healthcare workers; 
from the technicians 
to the doctors to the 
specialists. They are 
on the front line of the 
nation’s battle and mine, 
for I have chronic health 
issues. I salute my co-
workers and colleagues, 
but as stagehands, we 
have no industry, much 
less work. My family is 
a blessing. My wife is a 
joy. These are the people 
who make up my life; 
them and my neighbors, 
and I am especially 
thankful to discover 
for myself the common 
decency and generous 
hearts of my previously 
anonymous neighbors 
this year. 2020 brought 
out the best in them.

DWAYNE WALLS, Pittsboro 
resident

As always, I am so 
thankful for my savior, 
Jesus Christ and for 
my wonderful family 
- husband, children, 
grandchildren and mom. 
The joy they all bring 
to me every day can 
never be overstated. In 
addition and especially in 
these challenging times 
we are experiencing, I am 
incredibly thankful for my 
CCCC family--every day 
they continue to amaze 
me with their generosity 
and commitment to our 
students--what a great 
example of the good in 
our communities!

DR. LISA CHAPMAN, Central 
Carolina Community College 
President

We have not lived in 
Chatham County that 
long, but I am thankful 
for new friends and 
neighbors in our 
neighborhood who have 
made this pandemic 
year bearable — their 
friendship has been a 
blessing!

JANIE BUTLER

I’m thankful to God for the gift of my family 

and friends and the gift of history to put this 

year in perspective of all the years that have 

passed. History tells us this is not the first pan-

demic, not the first contested election, not the 

first with weather damage. I am thankful to 

put this year in our collective rear-view mirror!

CINDY SCHMIDT, Chatham Historical Museum

I am 

thankful 
for 

employment 
because it allows 

me to serve others, 
often disadvantaged 

through my time, talents 
and treasure.

INDIRA EVERETT, Duke Energy

 
Well, in the first place, I 
am thankful to God for 
everything that he has 
done for me. Even though 
it was one of the hardest 
years losing my brother-
in-law and knowing how 
millions of people passed 
away due to Covid-19, 
and natural disasters in 
my country (Guatemala). I 
am thankful because God 
never left me alone. He still 
has me here healthy and 
my family is here healthy 
as well. I am thankful 
because God is always 
sending people to help 
and support me in many 
ways. Even though it was 
a hard year, God never 
stopped opening doors for 

me. I got the opportunity 
to get a job at 

the public 
school. 
God 
opened 
the door 
for me 

to be 
part of the 

Chatham 
County 250th 

Celebration. I know he will 
continue blessing me more 
and more.

LENDY CARIAS, Telamon Head 
Start

This Thanksgiving I am 
thankful first and foremost 
for my family. My two 
daughters and my wife of 
29 years are everything 
to me and have always 
been supportive. Secondly, 
I am thankful for the 
amazing opportunity 
to serve the people 
of Chatham County 
with a team of 
professional, 
caring staff like 
no other I have 
worked with in 
my career. Our 
elected board 
cares deeply for 
the wellbeing of 
the public while at 
the same time wants 
the best for county staff. 
This supportive work 
environment enables 

I’m grateful for the good-

ness and the self-giving that 

I witness in our community.

FR. JULIO A. MARTINEZ, St. Julia 

Catholic Church, Siler City

I am thankful for family, friends, 

good food and good health. I am 

thankful for all those individuals who 

take time out of their busy schedules 

to help others in need, as well as to 

contribute to my well-being. I have 

priceless memories, more good than 

bad, and I thank God for them all.

MARY NETTLES, Chatham County          

Community NAACP
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MIKE WALTERS, Cambridge Hills

time 
with 

my 
family. I’m 

thankful for 
this unexpected 

blessing amid this 
difficult time.

DANIEL SIMMONS, Central 
Carolina Boys & Girls Clubs

What a blessing to be 
alive in 2020! Knowing 
that I can worship and 
honor my Lord Jesus 
Christ that has so 
unselfishly washed my 
sins away through His 
Grace in the greatest 
country on earth is more 
than anyone could ask 
for. Knowing that it’s the 
little things that I have 
been blessed with that 
makes the big things 
even more amazing! Like 
my wonderful family 
headed up by the most 
amazing wife of our four 
daughters. Three loving 
son-in-laws that care 
so deeply for my “little 
girls.” Then there’s the 
blessing of six, count 
‘em, 6 grandchildren 
that light up my life each 
and every day. Blessings 
of a place called home, 
a career that provided 
me a livelihood for our 
family, and a sense of 
knowing that I make 

a difference in 
so many lives 

day in and 
day out. God 
has blessed 
me beyond 
my wildest 
dreams. 

Thanksgiving 
is a time to 

put all of this in 
perspective, but 

on the other hand, 
everyday gives us the 
opportunity to show our 
thanks! May this 2020 
Thanksgiving with all 
it’s challenges, be one 
year that we look back 
on as a true blessing in 
making us more faithful, 
resilient, stronger, caring, 
and understanding. God 
Bless!

DAVID M. HAMM, Chatham 
County Board of  Education

There is so much to 
lament this year, but 
I’m reminded again 
and again that the 
Bible doesn’t say to 
give thanks for all 

Today I am thankful to be 

able to provide and nurture 

a peaceful nature habitat for 

birds, worms, snakes, plants, 

insects, turtles and frogs. 

And it’s a respite for me 

during quarantine. 
SUZA WHITE, Pittsboro gardener

As I reflect on Thanksgiving, 

in light of the pandemic, I 

am thankful for businesses, 

family, frie
nds, health and 

paper products.

CINDY POINDEXTER, Chatham 

Chamber of  Commerce

I am thankful for God’s 

daily new mercies; 

the love of family and 

friends; and the sup-

port of constituents 

and colleagues.
VALERIE FOUSHEE,  

N.C. Senate

I’m extremely grateful for everyone 

who helped pull off one of the most chal-

lenging elections this county and country 

has ever faced. Chatham is lucky to have a 

dedicated and professional staff, citizens 

who worked tirelessly as poll workers, and 

voters who remained civil despite our 

disagreements.

MIKE BAROSSO, Chatham County  

Board of  Elections

board 
member, 

Communities In 
Schools of  Chatham County

I am thankful for Nancy 
Van Camp: that we 
are isolated together 
back here on the farm, 
successfully downsized 
even if by fire (not 
recommended). I am 
thankful for Zoom, email, 
telephone, internet, 
FaceTime, and these 
amazing connections 
with loving family and 
friends, especially Old 
Farts. I am thankful we 
have avoided meeting 
SARS-CoV-2. I am 
thankful to have known 
those who died last year, 
high school Ray and 
Charlie, Cousin Andrew, 
and here Ben, Alice, 
Margaret, Carl, Dee, and 
too many more. I am 
thankful for new friends 
all over the electronic 
world, for football on TV, 
but minus the fake crowd 
noise static. 

DR. JOHN DYKERS, retired 
physician

Ginger and I are most 
thankful for our strong, 
engaged community. 
Our fellow citizens 
and neighbors have 
continued to show 
respect towards each 
other, and that is 
gratifying to see during 
these difficult times. TV 
does not show enough 
stories of the good 
things happening locally 
around you. Finally, we 
hope everyone will keep 
their sense of humor and 
remember what one wise 
person said, “Laughter 
is the shortest distance 
between two people,” 
and we add “as long as 
they keep on their masks 
and stay six feet away!”

PAUL BAUER, board member, 
Communities In Schools of  
Chatham County

I’m thankful for my 
community and the 
collective awakenings 
that have happened 
this year. Thankful for 
my ability to find silver 
linings in chaos and my 
body for her strength. 
I’m thankful for the gifts 
from nature: chestnuts 
falling, sweet potatoes, 
and N.C. apples. I’m 
thankful for my work 
pod of coworkers at 
Abundance NC and Fair 
Game Beverage Co., my 
friends, and family.

ALLY DEJONG, Abundance 
NC

In a year that for 
so many has 

been filled 
with anxiety, 
strife and 
uncertainty, as 
Thanksgiving 
comes upon 
us, I reflect on 
the idea that 
things we find 
insignificant 

when we have 
them readily 

available become 
significant when we 

lose them. Even so, as 
bad as things may seem, 
there is always someone 
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I am so thankful for our wonderful 

town who is family to me, my boys, 

and having so much beautiful na-

ture so close. The Bynum Bridge 

has become a place of comfort and 

serenity during these unsettled 
times.BETH BARRICKMAN-DAVIS, Bynum resident

I am thankful for compassion, 
patience, and an awesome extend-
ed family, including my Chatham 
County Schools students, col-

leagues, and community. Take care, 
and have a great Thanksgiving! DR. DERRICK JORDAN, Chatham County  

Schools Superintendent
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Cougar Express holiday 
drive-thru event set for Dec. 3

SANFORD —The Central Carolina 
Community College Foundation is spon-
soring a special holiday season drive-th-
ru event from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 3, at the Dennis A. Wicker Civic & 
Conference Center parking lot.

The “Cougar Express” drive-thru event 
that is geared toward small children will 
include cookies and candy canes, elves, a 
snowwoman and Santa Claus.

Appropriate COVID-19 measures are 
in place and will be observed.

“The CCCC Foundation is pleased to 
offer the Cougar Express drive-thru,” 
said Dr. Emily C. Hare, the CCCC Foun-
dation’s executive director. “Please come 
out and join us for this special occasion.”

For more information, contact Dr. Hare 
at (919) 718-7230 or at ehare@cccc.edu.

Free services offered at 
Piedmont Community  

Health Services
Piedmont Health Services is offering 

free assistance for people who no lon-
ger have health insurance through the 
Affordable Care Act Health Insurance, 
which closes in early December, as well as 
assisting people in deciding what Medicare 
options which closes in early December.

For information, contact Debra 
Markley at (919) 619-2159, or go to www.
piedmonthealth.org.

— CN + R staff reports

NEWS BRIEFS

www.silver-thread.com

At Cambridge Hills 
& Twin Rivers 

Your Family Is Our Family

CAMBRIDGE HILLS ASSISTED LIVING
140 Brookstone Lane • Pittsboro

919.545.9573

25 S. Rectory Street • Pittsboro 
919-545-0149

call (919) 663-3232 
or go to 

chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county  $50 outside county

136 Fayetteville St, Pittsboro, turn right aft er John’s Pizza on 15-501 S.
Open Tuesday through Saturday 11-5

(Open Sundays, by appointment, for private shopping)

(919) 200-2176

Shop us online: www.reclamationvintage.com

Shop local on Small 
Business Saturday. 
We will be off ering 
15% off  all jewelry, 
and sales on select 
merchandise 
throughout the store. 
We appreciate your 
business and look 
forward to seeing you 
on Saturday! 

on Small 
Business 
Saturday
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‘The Croods: A New Age,’ a sequel so 
sanguine even a caveman would like it

While not a cinematic touch-
stone, “The Croods” was an 

above-average 
animated of-
fering — even 
nominated 
for an Oscar, 
no less — that 
somehow took 
eight years 
to finally 
arrive on the 
silver screen. 
So, too, is its 
sequel, “The 

Croods: A New Age,” coming 
seven-plus years after the 
original entry — with a forget-
table 3-year Netflix series in 
between — and a pre-production 
odyssey that saw the project 
canceled in late 2016, then 
renewed 10 months later. It is 
an oddly uneven journey for an 
otherwise entertaining, if  run-
of-the-mill movie whose current 
significance is less the on-screen 
product and more being one of  
the few new films opening in 
theaters during this worldwide 
pandemic. If  you are starved for 
theater fare, you could do a lot 
worse than plucking down 10 
bucks for this prehistoric piffle.

The strength of  “Croods: 
A New Age” rests again on 
its voice actors, a surprising 
who’s who of  A-to-B-list talent 
sporting acumen at the animat-
ed medium (and none of  whom 
participated in the Netflix 
series). The family Croods are 
still searching for the mystical 
utopia of  “Tomorrow,” the 
ancestral home of  teenage cave-
boy Guy (Ryan Reynolds), who 

promises his adopted family 
a safe haven from the wilds of  
the world. Meanwhile, Guy and 
Eep Crood (Emma Stone) are 
growing closer, which unnerves 
Crood patriarch Grug (Nico-
las Cage), who shirks at the 
prospect of  losing his oldest 
daughter and breaking up the 
tight-knit Crood clan.

The Croods suddenly happen 
upon Tomorrow, a fortified 
oasis inhabited only by the 
Bettermans, a trio compris-
ing hippy-dippy dad Phil 
(Peter Dinklage) — the most 
obvious embodiment of  the 
titular “New Age” — uptight 
wife Hope (Leslie Mann) and 
sheltered daughter Dawn (Kelly 

Marie Tran, Rose from “Star 
Wars”), who was also Guy’s 
childhood mate. Phil and Hope 
invite the Croods to share their 
paradise, even as they look 
down on their less-evolved visi-
tors, in order to nudge Guy and 
Dawn together before hopefully 
sending the Croods away again. 
Before long, the Croods are tak-
ing showers, wearing shoes and 
sleeping in separate rooms. Son 
Thunk (Clark Duke) becomes 
obsessed with watching the 
world from the confines of  his 
tree house through a picture 
window, a witty play on our 
modern television culture.

The Bettermans have but 
one rule: no one is permitted to 

eat even one of the bounty of  
bananas growing in Tomorrow. 
The Croods eventually learn the 
reason behind this Eden allego-
ry the hard way. The result is a 
loud, numbing final act that in-
volves the men being kidnapped 
by marauding punch monkeys 
(yes, they’re monkeys that 
communicate by punching), then 
being rescued by the womenfolk 
when they form an action squad 
named the Thunder Sisters, a 
cheeky play on the Vuvalini from 
“Mad Max: Fury Road.”

The character arcs are pre-
dictable. Snobby, smart-alecky 
Phil needs to be brought down 
a peg or two. Hope needs to let 
her hair down, literally and 

figuratively. And the cloistered 
Dawn needs to see the world 
outside Tomorrow’s walls, a 
task the rambunctious Eep is 
eager to undertake.

“The Croods: A New Age” 
is not traditional holiday fare, 
and if  it garners film award 
accolades it will be largely due 
to the paucity of  this year’s 
competition. Still, a late-2020 
story about a family’s sojourn 
out of  the dark wilderness 
and into a bright new day feels 
as on-the-nose as the Better-
mans’s surname. As for the plot 
twist that the grass isn’t always 
greener on the other side, well, 
we’ll have to wait until 2021 to 
figure that one out.

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

The Croods: A New 
Age
GRADE: B-minus

DIRECTOR: Joel 
Crawford

STARRING THE VOICES OF 
RYAN REYNOLDS, EMMA 
STONE, NICOLAS CAGE, 
CATHERINE KEENER, 
CLARK DUKE, CLORIS 
LEACHMAN, PETER 
DINKLAGE, LESLIE MANN 
AND KELLY MARIE TRAN
MPAA RATING: PG

RUNNING TIME: 1 hr. 35 
min.

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

call (919) 663-3232 or go to chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

Photo courtesy of DreamWorks Animation

Ryan Reynolds, Emma Stone, Nicolas Cage, Catherine Keener, Clark Duke, Cloris Leachman, 
Peter Dinklage, Leslie Mann and Kelly Marie Tran star in ‘The Croods: A New Age.’
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When needed most, local arts 
organizations receive grassroots arts grants

From the Chatham  
Arts Council

PITTSBORO — In a year 
where every nonprofit’s 
budget has been stretched, 
the Chatham Arts Coun-
cil, in partnership with 
the North Carolina Arts 
Council, is excited to lend a 
helping hand by awarding 
annual Grassroots Arts 
Grants to nine deserving 
organizations.

This year’s grants are 
even more impactful, 
helping organizations 
carry the arts into every 
corner of  Chatham 
county — even amidst a 
pandemic.

Nine organizations will 
be awarded a portion of  
the more than $11,000 in 
total funding available, 
which will help with op-
erational support and the 
hiring of  local artists to 
implement arts program-
ming. This year’s award 
grant recipients are: 
Abundance NC, Chatham 
Artists Guild, Chatham 
County Partnership for 
Children, Jordan-Mat-
thews Arts Foundation, 
Main Street Pittsboro, 
N.C. Arts in Action, N.C. 
Arts Incubator, Shakori 
Hills Community Arts 
Center and StreetSigns. 
Since 2000, Chatham 

Arts Council (CAC) has 
awarded nearly $200,000 
to a diverse group of  
nonprofits.

“This has been a tough 
year, and arts nonprofits 
have felt dramatic finan-
cial impact,” said Cheryl 
Chamblee, the executive 
director of  the CAC. “One 
thing is sure — their 
creativity has not been 
impacted! We are thrilled 
to be able to award these 
grants to such deserving 
organizations, and we 
look forward to seeing 
their projects come to 
fruition--and their oper-
ations continue so that 
we don’t lose their vital 

presence in Chatham.”
The CAC serves as the 

Designated County Partner 
to the North Carolina Arts 
Council in awarding the 
funds to local organizations.

Grants range from $500 
to $2,500, and are typi-
cally used for program 
expenses (i.e., artists’ fees, 
space rental or operating 
expenses for arts orga-
nizations). The review 
panel held a particular 
interest in applications 
that focused on children, 
diversity, need and well 
thought-out, sound proj-
ects that can be completed 
— even during a pandem-
ic. This year’s successful 

applicants included a 
bilingual children’s litera-
cy festival, musical events 
and workshops, a theater 
performance and more.

“Each year, we are so 
impressed by the great 
creativity that Chatham’s 
nonprofits show in plan-
ning their programs, and 
in this year of  COVID, 
they’ve pushed their 
creativity to even greater 
lengths,” said Gilda Mc-
Daniel, the chairperson 
of  the Grassroots Arts 
Grants Panel and a CAC 
board member. “Groups 
are learning how to reach 
kids through the arts in 
ways they never would 

have thought necessary a 
year ago, and everyone is 
learning wonderful new 
ways to engage.”

Grassroots Arts Grants 
are made possible by indi-
vidual contributions to the 
Chatham Arts Council’s 
general operating fund 
and through the generous 
assistance of  the Grass-
roots Arts Program of the 
N.C. Arts Council, a divi-
sion of  the Department 
of  Natural and Cultural 
Resources, with funding 
from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

For more information, 
visit chathamartscouncil.
org.

Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

Today’s Kid Scoop provides two different points of 
view about the coming of the Pilgrims to North 
America.

Use the newspaper to understand different points of 
view.

Select one article from today’s newspaper and 
identify two people or groups of people affected by 
the news in the article. 

Write one or more sentences telling each person or 
group’s point of view about the news.

Standards Link: Writing Applications: Use strategies (e.g., point of 

view) to write for a variety of purposes.

Think About It!

Person or group #1:

Point of view:

Person or group #2:

Point of view:

Main topic of article:

Thanks for always being 
such a great friend, Chris!

… telling a friend you’re thankful 
they’re your friend!

Thanksgiving
I am thankful for …

Complete this sentence.

PAMET

NAUSET

MANNAMOYIKCUMMAQUID

CHAPPAQUIDDIK

CAPOWAK

AQUINNAH

NAUSHON

MASHPEE

APTUXCET

MANOMET
AGAWAM

NAMASKET

TITICUT

COHANNET

PATUXET

SEEKONK
MATTAPUSIT

ASSONET

POCASSET

ACUSHNET

AQUIDNEK

POKANOKET

SAKONNET
Little Compton

New Bedford

Bristol Fall River

Martha’s Vineyard

Gay Head

ChathamBarnstable

Bourne
Wareham

Middleborough

PlymouthBridgewater

Taunton

Swansea

Wellfleet

Truro

NANTUCKET
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Standards Link: History: 

Students understand the reasons that 

Americans celebrate certain holidays.

In the 1600s, the Wampanoag Nation had about 
seventy thousand people living in 67 villages. 
This map shows some of them. The large print 
shows the Wampanoag name of a village. The 
small print gives the modern name.

Based on map developed by Nanepashemet for the Plimoth Plantation Wampanoag Program. Recreated with permission of Plimoth Plantation, Inc.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

WAMPANOAG
VOYAGE
HARVEST
COAST
PILGRIMS
CREATOR
PLYMOUTH
NATIVE
PLENTY
CORN
DAWN
FORTUNE
SEED
LIFE
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             hen the 
             Pilgrims 
arrived at what is 
now Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, 
they met native 
peoples who had 
lived in the area 
for thousands of 
years. Their name, 
Wampanoag, 
means “People of 
the First Light.” 
This name was 
chosen because 
they lived on the 
east coast and 
they received the 
light of dawn 
before anyone to 
the west.

The arrival of colonists 
from Europe was seen 
differently by different 
groups of people. The 
Wampanoag were 
cautious and unsure about 
these new people. The 
colonists were relieved to 
be done with their long 
voyage, but afraid of 
what might lie ahead.

Celebrations of thanksgiving in North America 
did not _______ with the Pilgrims at __________ 
in 1621. Gratefulness was (and is) a very 
important part of ________________ life. 

The Wampanoag have held ___________ to give 
thanks since ____________ times. And not just 
for a good _____________. The Wampanoag 
give thanks for the birth of a child and other 
good fortune. In fact, giving thanks was the 
__________ reason for Wampanoag celebrations.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

I am the shape of all things given by The Creator.
I have no end and no beginning. 

I am the shape of life itself.

What am I?

16 9 6 15 9 13 17

21 - 5 = A
18 - 9 = C

11 + 6 = E
14 - 8 = I

21 - 8 = L
24 - 9 = R

Can you find the 
region shown on 
the map at right 
on a U.S. map?

In November of 1620, exploring colonists found corn buried in the ground. 

They called corn “Indian wheat.” Here are two viewpoints on this same event:

Give each person at 
your Thanksgiving 
feast a page of the 
newspaper. See who 
can find each of 
the following in 
his or her paper:
 • An odd number
 • The word 

“thanks”
 • Something to 

be thankful for
 • A delicious food
 • A Thanksgiving 

event 
 • A good place 

to visit
Standards Link: Research: 

Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Find It!

This trouble-making turkey 
has taken some words out 
of these paragraphs. Can 
you find where each word 
belongs?

Standards Link: History: Students understand the history of how communities in North 

America varied long ago. © 2003 Plimoth Plantation, Inc.



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for LWVODC: Advo-
cates For Inclusive and Diverse 
Schools Reopening Task Force 
adults 55 years or older, 1 and 
2 bedroom applications now 
being accepted. Office hours: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD # 1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. Water 
included, appliances furnished, 
on-site laundry, elevator, key-
less entry. Section 8 accepted. 
$486/mo., no security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
FOUR BURIAL PLOTS for sale, 
discounted price, beautiful 
location in Chatham Memo-
rial Park, Siler City. Please 
email tloman@ardurra.
com for more information. 
N19,26,D3,10,17,24,31,7tp  

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, Con-
signments, Benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, S3,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call... We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, S3,tfnc 

SERVICES
JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
JOB ADVERTISEMENT - The 
Town of Pittsboro Police De-
partment has an opening for 
Police Officer I. The Town of 
Pittsboro is in Chatham County 
which is in the heart of North 
Carolina. Pittsboro, along with 
Chatham County, is one of the 
fastest growing areas in the 
state. Our town will continue to 
grow due to the growth of Cha-
tham Park, an expansive work-
live-play community which will 
occupy over 8,000 acres to the 
east of our town and west of 
the Haw River.

The position of Police Officer I 
performs general law enforce-
ment duties to include, but not 
limited to: traffic enforcement 
and investigation; criminal 
enforcement and investigation; 
protecting life and property; 
responding to calls for service 
and complaints; writing de-
tailed and accurate reports; 
testifying in court, and per-
forming other job-related tasks 
as required. - The hiring salary 
range is $43,323-$47,655 de-
pending on qualifications and 
experience. Applicants must 
possess a high school diploma 
or the equivalent, must be 21 
years of age, must possess 
or be able to obtain a North 
Carolina driver’s license, and 
must hold a North Carolina Law 
Enforcement Certification upon 
hire. - This posting is open 
until filled. A completed Town 
of Pittsboro employment ap-

plication and a North Carolina 
Criminal Justice Education and 
Training Standard Commission 
F-3(LE)-Personal History form 
are required to be submitted 
for hiring consideration. An 
employment application can be 
found at https://pittsboronc.
gov under Employment Oppor-
tunities. The F-3(LE)-Personal 
History form can be found at 
https://ncdoj.gov/law-enforce-
ment-training/criminal-justice/
forms-and-publications/ 
#91-114-wpfd-law-enforce-
ment-p2. Documents may be 
mailed or delivered to Chief of 
Police at Town Hall, 635 East 
Street, PO Box 759, Pittsboro, 
NC 27312 or submitted via 
email to sjohnson@pittsbo-
ronc.gov. Pre-employment drug 
testing, DMV check, and back-
ground checks are required 
upon job offer. EOE. N26,D3,2tc

SENIOR PLANNER (Parks) - The 
Town of Pittsboro Community 
Development Department is 
seeking a Senior Planner, a 
position that crafts the depart-
ment’s long-range planning 
and policy documents and 
provides policy analysis and 
advise to department leader-
ship. This includes responsibil-
ity to engage the public, work 
closely with staff from other 
departments and agencies, as 
well as elected and appointed 
officials, on topics across the 
varied fields of park develop-
ment, open space preservation, 
natural resource protection, 
recreation, and community. 
Further, this position partici-
pates actively in high-profile 
town wide planning initiatives 
that will shape the growth 
and development of Pittsboro. 
Pittsboro is noted for its diver-
sity, community involvement, 
intellectual excitement, artistic 
pursuits, and natural beauty.

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RE-
SPONSIBILITIES: • Responsible 
for all phases of developing 
and updating the department’s 
primary planning and policy 
documents, including the Parks 
& Recreation System Plan, the 
Pedestrian & Bicycle Plan, and 
others.

• Serves as technical advisor 
and analyst to senior manage-
ment on long-range planning, 
strategic planning and policy 
development. • Actively partic-
ipate in town wide long-range 
planning initiatives, contribut-
ing professional expertise on 
parks, natural resources, recre-
ation and community services. 
• Act as a resource for elected 
and appointed officials.

• Regularly present to and 
generally support the work of 
Board of Commissioners, advi-
sory committees, including the 
Parks & & Recreation Advisory 
Board. • Administer and main-
tain agreements and contracts 
with public agencies and pri-
vate organizations. • Facilitate 
large or small groups dealing 
with complex issues, balancing 
competing viewpoints and de-
sired outcomes. • Develop and 
conduct complex public en-
gagement processes on highly 

visible projects. • Write or 
assist others in writing budget 
documents, successful grant 
submittals or other fundraising 
efforts. - KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS 
AND ABILITIES: • Expert depth 
of knowledge about planning 
processes and program devel-
opment in the fields of parks, 
recreation, natural resources, 
and habitat preservation. • 
Knowledge of the principles, le-
gal requirements, regulations, 
and laws applicable to parks, 
natural resources, recreation, 
park property acquisition 
and development. • Ability to 
prepare and administer plans 
based on analysis of data, pub-
lic engagement, existing policy 
and other influencing factors. • 
Exhibit strong leadership skills 
with ability to build consensus 
with diverse groups. • Ability to 
communicate effectively with 
individuals and groups regard-
ing complex or controversial 
public policy issues or regula-
tions.• Demonstrated strength 
in writing. • Ability to identify, 
write and oversee grant sub-
mittals or other funding efforts 
and comply with federal, state 
and/or local agency statute 
and regulation. • Ability to de-
velop and maintain trust-based 
working relationships with em-
ployees of other departments, 
representatives of other orga-
nizations and grant agencies, 
property owners, neighboring 
jurisdictions, Town officials, 
and the public. • Ability to think 
conceptually; observe and 
evaluate trends; analyze data; 
draw logical conclusions and 
make sound decisions.

QUALIFICATIONS: EDUCATION, 
EXPERIENCE AND OTHER RE-
QUIREMENTS: • Graduation 
from an accredited four-year 
college or university in land-
use planning, urban planning, 
landscape architecture, ge-
ography, real estate, public 
administration, environmental 
studies, or a closely related 
field. • A minimum of five years 
of experience that provides 
the applicant with a compre-
hensive knowledge of planning 
principles, practices, and 
techniques as they relate to 
functional areas such as parks, 
open space and recreation, the 
environment, or other related 
areas. • Or any demonstrated 
combination of education 
and experience. • Valid North 
Carolina driver’s license. • 
Completion of a background 
check. - PHYSICAL DEMANDS: 
The physical demands and 
work environment described 
here are representative of 
those that must be met by an 
employee to successfully per-
form the essential functions of 
this job. Reasonable accommo-
dations may be made to enable 
the individuals with disabilities 
to perform the essential func-
tions. • Work involves walking; 
talking; hearing; using hands to 
handle, feel or operate objects, 
tools, or controls; and reaching 
with hands and arms. • Vision 
abilities required by this job 
include close vision and the 
ability to adjust focus. • The 
employee may be required to 

push, pull, lift, and/or carry 
objects up to 40 pounds. • Work 
may periodically require the 
employee to climb, balance, 
bend, stoop, kneel, crouch, 
and/or crawl. N26,D3,2tc   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - The 
town of Siler City seeks volun-
teers for boards and commit-
tees. Planning Board/Board 
of Adjustment - The Siler City 
Planning Board/ Board of Ad-
justments has one (1) vacancy 
for an alternate member that 
is a resident of the City Limits. 
The Planning Board, in con-
junction with the Town Planner, 
makes recommendations to 
the Board of Commissioners on 
conditional use permit, rezon-
ing, conditional use rezoning, 
and text amendment applica-
tions.  The Planning Board may 
also perform comprehensive 
surveys and studies of existing 
conditions and probable future 
developments and prepares 
such plans for physical and 
economic growth. The Planning 
Board promotes the public 
health, safety, convenience or 
the general welfare as well as 
efficiency and economy in the 
development of the Town. The 
Planning Board also serves 
as the Board of Adjustment 
to review variances, consider 
appeals from the zoning ad-
ministrator or building inspec-
tor, and to issue special use 
and special exception permits. 
- Parks and Recreation Adviso-
ry Committe - The Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Commit-
tee has a vacancy for two (2) 
members with no residential 
requirements. The committee 
makes recommendations to the 
Board of Commissioners for 
the establishment of a system 
of supervised recreation for the 
town. The committee meets 
on the first Monday of every 
other month at 6 pm. - With 
the exception of the Planning 
Board/Board of Adjustment, 
all positions are advisory in 
nature and are unpaid. - Per-
sons interested should submit 
a letter of interest to the Town 
Clerk Jenifer Johnson, Town of 
Siler City, Post Office Box 769, 
Siler City, NC, 311 N Second 
Avenue, or jjohnson@silercity.
org. - The letter of interest 
should include: home address, 
phone number, email address, 
educational background, cur-
rent employment, civic involve-
ment, why you wish to serve, 
and any other information you 
feel pertinent. N26,1tc 

POSITION, Public Health Nurse 
I,II, or III; Location, Moore 
County Government – Health 
Departent; Salary, $61,267.

To apply or for more informa-
tion please visit: https://www.
moorecountync.gov/human-re-
sources/careers - For ques-
tions, please contact Moore 
County Human Resources, 
(910) 947-6362.  N26,D3,2tc    

HOMECARE SEEKING - Now 
hiring for immediate positions 

in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides - Competitive 
Weekly Pay, CNAs start at 
$10.00/hr and up for extra 
care cases - Total LifeCare, 
Call 919-799-7275 or visit 106 
Village Lake Rd, Ste. A, Siler 
City for more info or to apply. 
N5,12,19,26,4tc 

MOUNTAIRE FARMS OF SILER 
CITY is seeking an OCCUPA-
TIONAL NURSE, Hours 4:30 
p.m. - 1:00 a.m., to provide 
first aid and emergency care 
for occupational injuries and 
illness, performing required 
pre-employment physicals and 
drug screens and record-keep-
ing and documentation of visits 
to health services. Seeking an 
LPN or RN with 2 years of prac-
tical experience preferably in 
a Manufacturing environment 
or Emergency Care. Knowledge 
of case management, workers’ 
compensation and OSHA reg-
ulations preferred. Ability to 
work with limited supervision 
and high motivation., Ability 
to work well under pressure, 
meeting multiple and some-
times conflicting deadlines. 
Strong computer skills (MS 
Word, MS Excel and HRIS sys-
tem), Bilingual English/Spanish 
preferred. - Job Type: Full-time. 
- Salary: $18.00 to $22.00/hour 
– https://mountairejobs.com, 
Au6,tfnc

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Join the 
News + Record’s Team

Please email letter of introduction, 
resume and references to Karen Pyrtle 

at karen@chathamnr.com.

HELP WANTED
Part-time A/R - Billing Clerk
The Chatham News + Record is 

seeking a part-time accounts receivables 
clerk to handle billing, affidavits and 

payment processing. Monday-Thursday; 
daytime office hours will vary. 
Two years of A/R and billing 

experience preferred. 

Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

HIRING 
CNA’s

3RD SHIFT

CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm 

for appointment to complete 

application and interview

Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

AUCTION
SATURDAY, Dec. 5th, @ 9:00 AM

RICKY ELLINGTON - AUCTIONEER - NCAL #7706
(919) 548-3684 • RickyEllingtonAuctions@yahoo.com

Janet Hill NCRL #72493 NCAFL #10123 (336) 382-4279

Personal Property and Real Estate of the late 

Porter & Virginia Johnson and others, real 

estate to be sold at 12 noon.

1401 East Raleigh St., Siler City, NC

PARTIAL LISTING

Antiques, Mowers, Pottery, Glass 

Wear, Hand Tools, Furniture etc. 
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LEGALS 

CHATHAM COUNTY
NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SERVICE
Robert Terrell III hereby notifies 
General Shale Brick Inc., all per-
sons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate; to notice by the adjust-
ments of the court to deter-
mine the orders and judgment 
of claims preceding conditions. 
The mandated trial merits are 
fulfilled formulating issues as 
their prerogative writs. 
Robert Terrell III
126 West Presnell Street; Apt C
Asheboro, North Carolina 27203
(910) 580-9261
Robertintel.o@gmail.com
Self-Represented
Jy2-D24,25tp                
   

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
20 E 545
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of CARLYLE CAS-
WELL LEWTER, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
February 5, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 5th day of November, 2020.
Brenda Dail, Executrix 
c/o Hemphill Gelder, PC
PO Box 31205
Raleigh, NC 27622

N5,N12,N19,N26,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20E384
All persons having claims 
against RUTH ELLEN MILLER 
LUCIER deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 5th day of Febru-
ary, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 5th day of November, 
2020. 
Stanley Miller, Administrator 
CTA
c/o Hemphill Gelder, PC
PO Box 31205 
Raleigh, NC 27622

N5,N12,N19,N26,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20 E 539
All persons having claims 
against MILDRED K. JOHNSON 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 5th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 5th day of November, 
2020. 
Lisa Renee Williams, Executrix
26 Landrum Creek Dr
Siler City, NC 27344

N5,N12,N19,N26,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20-E-522 
All persons having claims 
against ELWARD ARNOLD HOR-
TON of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, who died on the 4th 
day of August, 2020, are noti-
fied to present them to Jeffrey 
Wayne Horton, Executor of the 
Estate of Elward Arnold Horton 
in c/o Dean P. Broz, Attorney 
for the Estate, at Higgins, 
Frankstone, Graves & Morris, 
P. A., 1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 
203, Exchange West at Mead-
owmont, Chapel Hill, NC 27517-
8834 on or before February 11, 
2021. Failure to present a claim 
in timely fashion will result 
in this Notice being pleaded 
in bar of recovery against the 
estate, the Executor, and the 
devisees of Elward Arnold Hor-
ton. Those indebted to Elward 
Arnold Horton are asked to 
make prompt payment to the 
Estate.
Dean P. Broz
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834

N5,N12,N19,N26,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, Jeanne 
Wilson Vaughn, having qual-
ified as Administrator of the 
Estate of JIMMIE RAY WILSON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 13th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be plead 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This 12th day of November, 
2020. 
 Jeanne Wilson Vaughn, Admin-
istrator
 238 Walter Wilson Road
 Bear Creek, NC 27207 
W. Ben Atwater, Jr., Attorney 
at Law
P.O. Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
batwater@pinehurst.net

N12,N19,N26,D3,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, Jeanne Wil-
son Vaughn, having qualified 
as Administrator of the Estate 
of HELEN EDWARDS WILSON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 

persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 13th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be plead 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. 
This 12th day of November, 
2020. 
 Jeanne Wilson Vaughn, Admin-
istrator
 238 Walter Wilson Road
 Bear Creek, NC 27207 
W. Ben Atwater, Jr., Attorney 
at Law
P.O. Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
batwater@pinehurst.net

N12,N19,N26,D3,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20 E 556
All persons having claims 
against SHERWOOD E. 
JOHNSON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 12th day of 
February, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 12th day of November, 
2020. 
Helon Joy Wellons, Executrix
400 Johnson Farm Rd
New Hill, NC 27562

N12,N19,N26,D3,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20 E 452 
All persons having claims 
against ROBERT LEE GRAY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 12th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 12th day of November, 
2020. 
Jackson C. Gray, Administrator 
214 Stone St.
Siler City, NC 27344

N12,N19,N26,D3,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
Estate of WOODARD W. HEATH, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
N.C., are notified to present the 
same to the personal repre-
sentatives listed below on or 
before February 12, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. All debtors of 
the said estate are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This 12th day of November, 
2020.
 Co-Executors:
 Louise Heath Cockrell, 

 Thomas W. Heath, III, 
 Woodard Heath Wilder
WHITE & ALLEN, P.A.
106 S. MCLEWEAN ST.
KINSTON, NC 28501

N12,N19,N26,D3,4t

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20E548
All persons having claims 
against MARGIE COUNCIL 
LANEY, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on 
or before the 12th day of Febru-
ary, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 12th day of November, 
2020. 
Mark Laney, Executor
9120 White Eagle Court
Raleigh, NC 27617

N12,N19,N26,D3,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of DOROTHY O’CONNELL, 
Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
offices of Tillman, Whichard 
& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne 
Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27514, on or before the 12th 
day of February, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.  All persons in-
debted to the estate will please 
make immediate payment.
This 12th day of November, 
2020.
MARK O’CONNELL, EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF DOROTHY O’CON-
NELL
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC 
501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

N12,N19,N26,D3,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
06E311
All persons having claims 
against CLATTIE JANE FAISON, 

deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 19th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 
Mildred Brooks, Administrator
746 Stockyard Road
Staley, NC 27355

N19,N26,D3,D10,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-592 
All persons having claims 
against DELORES G. REGISTER, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 19th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 
 Clara R. Robbins, Executrix
c/o Bagwell Holt Smith P.A.
111 Cloister Ct., STE 200
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

N19,N26,D3,D10,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20E589
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of ROBERT L. GUNN, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at her 
address, P.O. Box 880, Pitts-
boro, North Carolina, 27312, 
on or before the 19th day of 
February, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 13th day of November, 
2020.
Rebekah McBane Gunn
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312
C/O GUNN & MESSICK, LLP
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312-0880

N19,N26,D3,D10,4tc

PUBLIC NOTICE 
On November 16, 2020 the 
Chatham County Board of 
Commissioners adopted a 
Schedule of Values, Standards 
and Rules to be used for the 
Chatham County 2021 Property 
Tax Reappraisal.
Anyone choosing to challenge 
the validity of these schedules, 
standards and rules by appeal-
ing to the North Carolina Prop-
erty Tax Commission, must do 
so in writing by December 16, 
2020. The mailing address is NC 
Property Tax Commission, PO 
Box 871, Raleigh, NC 27602. For 
more information, please con-
tact the Chatham County Tax 
Department at 919-542-8211.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-558
All persons having claims 
against MICHAEL EDWARD POE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 19th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 

Katie Lawrence Poe, Executrix
360 Bob Horton Rd
Apex, NC 27523
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-492
All persons having claims 
against ARNOLD M. YOUNG, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 19th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 
Elizabeth A. Wylie, Executrix
10 N Madison St
Walla Walla, Wa. 99362
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-568
All persons having claims 
against VIRGINIA STUART CLO-
ER, deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 19th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 

would like to acknowledge & thank 
our online advertisers. 

Visit (our site) to connect 
with them!

www.chathamnewsrecord.com

M
McMastersRealty

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters 
and more!  To learn more, call 
now!  855-667-9944

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
[350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! Call 1-844-496-8601 
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

Owner Operators CDL Class 
A. 1 year driving experience. 
Dedicated round trips paid 
weekly per mile + FSC, regular 
home time. Call 1-800-832-
7036 ex 1626

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
833-380-1218

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM!  Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now!  Grants 
and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified 
applicants.  Call CTI for 
details!  Call 833-990-0354.  
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing 
aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 
45-day money back guarantee! 
919-348-4840

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE provides 
FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 844-401-1673

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 

1-855-393-3307 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/nc

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-877-920-7405 (some 
restrictions apply)

OXYGEN - Anytime. 
Anywhere. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 888-912-3728

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to 
manufacturers.  Call 1-844-
348-2206 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, 
RUNNING OR NOT!!  FAST 
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax 
deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. 
Your car donation could save a 
life. 888-641-9690

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand. Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-548-
9839

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-213-6711

 

Statewide Classified
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immediate payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 
Burton Wayne Stuart, Jr., 
Executor
81617 Alexander
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-527
All persons having claims 
against HARVEY EDWARD 
KENNEDY, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 
February, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 
 Connie Grayce Kennedy Shup-
ing, Executrix
 117 Bowden Road
 Chapel Hill, NC 27516
Kendall H Page, Attorney
210 N Columbia Street Chapel 
Hill, NC 27514
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

20-E-521
All persons having claims 
against DOROTHY MAE CHIL-
DRESS KENNEDY, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 
February, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 
 Connie Grayce Kennedy Shup-
ing, Executrix
 117 Bowden Road
 Chapel Hill, NC 27516
Kendall H Page, Attorney
210 N Columbia Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 19JT79
IN RE: “A.N.”
DOB: 11/23/16
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PRO-
CESS OF PUBLICATION
TO: Biological father/Father of 
the above female child born 
November 23, 2016 at South-
eastern Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Lumberton, NC, Robeson 
County to Tina Smith.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a Petition has been filed to 
terminate your parental rights 
to the above-referenced minor 
child. You have forty days from 
November 19, 2020, the first 
date of publication of this No-
tice to respond to said Petition 
by filing a written answer to 
the petition with the Chatham 
Clerk of Court. Your parental 
rights to the juvenile will be 
terminated upon failure to 
answer the petition within the 
time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed previ-
ously in an abuse, neglect or 
dependency proceeding and 
still representing you shall con-
tinue to represent you. If you 
are indigent and not already 
represented by an attorney, 
you are entitled to a court-ap-
pointed attorney. 
STEPHENSON & FLEMING, L.L.P.
BY: /s/ ANGENETTE STEPHEN-
SON,
Attorney for Petitioner, CHA-
THAM COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr. Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Co-Exec-

utors for the Estate of PEGGIE 
LEE BELL a/k/a Peggie Lee 
Redding Bell, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, Koreen 
Bell Thomasson and Charles 
Arthur Bell, the undersigned do 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the offices of 
Liipfert Law Group, PLLC, 380 
Knollwood Street, Suite 210, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
27103, on or before February 
17, 2020, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.  
This the 19th day of November, 
2020.
 Koreen Bell Thomasson, Co-Ex-
ecutor
 Charles Arthur Bell, Co-Exec-
utor
 Estate of Peggie Lee Bell 20-
E-595
Liipfert Law Group, PLLC 
380 Knollwood Street, Suite 210
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
27103
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-599
All persons having claims 
against JEFFREY SCOTT 

BLACKMON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 19th day of 
February, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 
Sherry Jourden Blackmon,
Administrator
174 Mountain Laurel
Chapel Hill, NC 27517 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-538
All persons having claims 
against ROBERT W. DILKS 
AKA ROBERT WARREN DILKS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 19th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 19th day of November, 
2020. 
Edward Albert Freshwater, 
Executor
9 Southhampton Place
Durham, NC 27705
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 20CVM256
CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
ROUNDTREE, PLAINTIFF
3618 Hamlets Chapel Rd
Pittsboro, NC 27312
VS
UNKNOWN OWNER
2017 MAC TRAILER, Abandoned 
01/05/2020
5MADN402411W035184JAN 5HT 
2020
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PUBLI-
CATION
RE: COMPLAINT TO ENFORCE 
POSSESSORY 
    LIEN ON MOTOR VEHICLE 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-561
All persons having claims 
against KATHLEEN N. LEMONS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 26th day of February, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 26th day of November, 
2020. 
Jeri Lemons Powell, Executrix
534 Haw Branch Rd
Sanford, NC 27330
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Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Officers with the Chatham County Sheriff’s Office received discarded 
medicines from Chatham County residents last Saturday. The county’s Solid 
Waste & Recycling division hosted the free document shredding event for 
Chatham County residents, who could also bring old medicines. It was held 
at the Solid Waste & Recycling Main Facility on County Services Road in 
Pittsboro.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Officers with the Chatham County Sheriff’s Office received discarded 
medicines from Chatham County residents last Saturday. The county’s Solid 
Waste & Recycling division hosted the free document shredding event for 
Chatham County residents, who could also bring old medicines. It was held 
at the Solid Waste & Recycling Main Facility on County Services Road in 
Pittsboro.

Chatham disposal,  
shredding event

BOLD
CONSTRUCTION

buildBOLDnc.com

DON’T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS affi liate. 
will not be available in NFL SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX 
regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2020 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
subscription will not automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/nfl for 
a list of compatible devices/system requirements For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model H/HR 21 or later is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered 
trademarks of the NFL and its affi liates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV 
marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affi liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Get the 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
season included at no extra cost.

Req’s you to select offer.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., monthly service
 and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved 

residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

855-653-2438

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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CUSTOMER INFO FORM
Name_________________________________
Address________________________________
________________________________________
Email____________________________________
Phone Number_________________________

Complete form to receive special off ers and promotions.

Submit completed form to 
receive 20% discount off one 

regularly priced item*
(*Some exclusions apply)

866 Spring Lane
in the Spring Lane Galleria

kathrynshallmark.com • 919-774-8912

Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Saturday 10 a.m.-7 p.m.,

Sunday 1-7 p.m.


