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Exploring Vingroup’s vast reach in Vietnam,
and what it means for Chatham County

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

Editor’s note: Ben Rappaport
has just returned from a week
in Vietnam touring VinFast’s
manufacturing facilities and
meeting with company officials.
It was part of a VinFast-paid
media tour in advance of the
electric vehicle manufacturer’s
plans to locate a $4 billion plant
in Chatham County. This is the
first in a series of stories about
Rappaport’s experiences.

Dinner cruises along Ha
Long Bay, rooftop dinners with
fire-breathing performers and
five-star hotel stays were all
part of an extravagant tour put
on last week by Vingroup, the
parent company to VinFast.

The News + Record was in-
vited as part of this tour, which
included more than 200 media
members, social media influ-
encers, investors and VinFast
customers from across the U.S.
and Canada. Just four of the
participants included in the
tour were from North Caroli-
na — including two members
from WRAL-TV in Raleigh
and a freelance electric vehicle
reporter from Charlotte.

The six-day excursion —
described as the Vingroup Elite
Vietnam Tour — provided an
inside look at the manufactur-
ing facilities of VinFast and
provided visitors the chance
to be some of the first in the
world to test drive one of the
company’s new electric SUVs,
the VF-8.

A long journey and an
introduction

After a 26.5-hour journey
that began last Monday from
RDU, via San Francisco, weary
travelers landed in rainy and
humid Ho Chi Minh City.

But even the extensive travel
couldn’t dull the excitement of
those excited to see the offer-
ings of Vingroup in person.

The young company has
exploded in Vietnam under
the guidance of its chairman,
Pham Nhat Vuong, who is now

the country’s richest man.
Vingroup is the country’s larg-
est conglomerate, with a total
market value of $24.4 billion.
Its 2020 revenue accounted for

Staff photo by Ben Rappaport

A look inside the VF-9 SUV as it travels down VinFast’s
assembly line in Haiphong. VinFast says it is preparing

to scale production to send the VF-9 to mass market by
September. The electric vehicle will be one of two cars to

be manufactured when VinFast’s plant opens in Chatham

See VINFAST, page A3

County in 2024.

In a still-sizzling marketplace
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Median home prices
have jumped 31% in

the last year
BY TERI SAYLOR

News + Record Correspondent

Editor’s note: This is the first in an
occasional series examining Cha-
tham County’s residential housing

market.

ITTSBORO — A cozy white

house on a corner lot in

Pittsboro is a perfect fit for
Beci Markijohn Beasley
and Mike Beasley, and their dogs,
a pack of Cavalier King Charles
Spaniels and Bohemian Shepherds,

which keeps their active lives
interesting.

For the Beasleys, who’ve moved
to Pittsboro from Apex, the new
home is their reward for patience,
persistence, and a little bit of good
fortune. After months of searching,
they closed on it last November.

CHATHAM’S HOUSING MARKET

Home values holding steady

“We were lucky to find our house

when we did,” Beci said. “We made
an offer on a Monday, and the next
day, as we were finalizing the sale,

See HOUSING, page A9

Cavaliers.

After months of navigating the competitive housing market in the
Triangle, Mike Beasley and Beci Markijohn Beasley of Apex found
just what they were looking for in Pittsboro — a spacious home and
yard, and a dog-friendly neighborhood for their business, Kymerite

Staff photo by Teri Saylor

‘A LOT MORE PEOPLE ARE NEEDING HELP’

[Love Chatham combats homelessness,
financial insecurity within county
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Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Love Chatham intern Mary Lacey Eubanks (left) and Dakota Philbrick,
the nonprofit’s executive director, stand in front of Freedom Family

Church in Siler City, where Love Chatham is headquartered.

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Historically high
inflation has left Chatham County’s
poor — and not-so-poor — in need,
seeking assistance from organiza-
tions such as Love Chatham, a non-
profit working to address homeless-
ness that’s based at Freedom Family
Church in Siler City.

Dakota Philbrick, Love Cha-
tham’s executive director, sees the
impact of inflation firsthand as his
organization’s clientele continues to
increase.

“The last time we checked, we had
increased our numbers by about
60% year over year,” Philbrick said.
“The demand is there ... a lot more

See HOMELESS, page A6

‘TO HELP PEOPLE AND HELP
OUR COMMUNITIES’

Mountaire’s new
community relations
manager aims to
foster relationships

BY MAYDHA DEVARAJAN
CN+R Staff Reporter

SILER CITY — As a child growing up in Ran-
dolph County, Cam Mills would spend weekends
on his grandfather’s chicken farm.

From the ages of 8 to 12, he’d
venture over on his free Satur-
days and Sundays to clean out
chicken coops and help his grand-
father on the farm.

“It’s about the closest thing
I have to an agriculture back-
ground,” Mills said.

Now, the 23-year-old is stepping into a role at
Mountaire Farms — the fourth largest chicken
company in the country — as its new communi-
ty and government relations manager.

The company employs nearly 10,000 people
at facilities across the country in Delaware,
Arkansas, Maryland, Virginia and North Car-
olina, according to its website. And in addition
to its $170 million, 255,000-square-foot facility at

See MANAGER, page A7

‘WE’RE COMMITTED TO IT’

Pittsboro, Greensboro
officials hold first in-
person meeting to
discuss water quality

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Officials from Pittsboro and
Greensboro came together for the first time in
person last Thursday to discuss water quality
issues and seek ways to safeguard the Haw Riv-
er — the source of Pittsboro’s drinking water
— from pollutant discharges, as well as to hear
a formal apology from Greensboro.

The meeting, held in Chatham Park’s offices,
didn’t result in any decision-making. But the
clear focus was to find collaborative ways to
prevent discharges of 1,4-Dioxane in the Haw
River after three such discharge incidents with-
in the last year, and to ensure Greensboro met
the terms of a state-mandated consent order to
keep 1,4-Dioxane levels at or below 35 micro-
grams per liter.

“You have my full commitment and staff’s full
commitment to do everything we can to make
sure that we abide by the Special Order by Con-
sent,” Greensboro Water Resources Director
Michael Borgers said. “Even when it finally

See WATER, page A6
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Events are subject to change
based on closures related to the
coronavirus pandemic. Verify
with organizers prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA

« The Siler City Board of Com-
missioners will meet for their
regular meeting at 6:30 p.m.

on Monday, Aug. 1, at Wren
Memorial Library’s multipur-
pose room. The meeting will be
livestreamed via Zoom.

OTHER

« American Legion Post 93, 100th
Year celebration. Free to Veter-
ans and their guests, Saturday,
August 20, at 1 p.m. at the Siler
City Moose Lodge. RSVP by
August 1, Phone: 919-704-1219
or Email: ncpost93@gmail.com,
Door prizes and refreshments.

ONGOING
- Siler City’s City Hall is cur-

rently under renovation. The
1st and 2nd floors are closed
to the public. The Planning
and Community Development
Department is located in the
basement and can be accessed
through the far left door facing
E. 3rd St. Parking available at
the 100 block of E. 3rd St.

» The Silk Hope Ruritans host
a Benefit Bingo on the first,
third, and fifth Thursdays of
each month. Next month’s
schedule is August 4 and 18,

at the Silk Hope Community
Center.

« Chatham Community Li-
brary to Present Live Musical
Performance: Being Bilingual
Rocks! Families with children
of all ages are invited to a cele-
bration in Spanish and English
in a live musical performance
of Being Bilingual Rocks! on
Saturday, August 13, at 10:30
a.m. at Chatham Community
Library in Pittsboro, in the
Holmes Meeting Room. It is
free and open to the public.
Contact youth.services@cha-
thamlibraries.org.

- St. Bartholomew’s Episco-
pal Church provides a healthy
meal at no cost to those who
come to us hungry at noon on
Thursdays. We provide a place
of hospitality and fellowship
for everyone. All are welcome,
regardless of race, sex, age,
national origin, religious pref-
erence, handicap, or income.

» The Chatham Historical
Museum is open Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, 11 a.m.
until 4 p.m. We will be follow-
ing the governor’s directive on
occupancy, masks, and social
distancing. Adult and kid
friendly; no admission fee. Our
permanent exhibits cover all
aspects of Chatham’s unique
history. The museum is located
in the historic Chatham Coun-
ty Courthouse in the Circle.
More info at https://chatham-
history.org.

+ Second Bloom hours are 11
a.m. until 5 p.m. at 630 East
St., Pittsboro. Credit cards

are accepted. All proceeds
provide support for survivors
of domestic violence, sexual as-

sault and promote community
education in collaboration with
Chatham County.

» The Chatham Arts Coun-

cil has put together a relief
effort specifically for artists
and arts-workers called
CAARE: Chatham Artist and
Arts-Worker Relief Effort. For
more information on CAARE,
or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.

- Foster and/or adoptive
information: Give children a
safe place to grow. Interested
in becoming a Foster and/or
Adoptive parent? Call 919-642-
6956 to learn more.

« Alcoholics Anonymous —
North Carolina District 33, call
the Help Line at 866-640-0180
for the meeting schedule for
this area.

* Motorcycle Association —
The Motorcycle Association for
Chatham, Western Wake, Lee,
Orange and Alamance counties
meets in Pittsboro and is open
to all riders. For information,
call 919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.

» Narcotics Anonymous — For
drug problems in the family,
Narcotics Anonymous helps.
Call 1-800-721-8225 for listing of
local meetings.

« Al-Anon Meeting — Pittsboro
Serenity Seekers Al-Anon
Family Group meets at 7 p.m.
Mondays at Chatham Commu-
nity Church, in the lower level
of Chatham Mill.

SCOUT NEWS

- Boy Scout Troop 93 in Pitts-
boro meets 7 p.m. Wednesdays
at the Harold Boone Scout Park
on Hwy 64W, just past CCCC.
Open to boys, ages 11-17. Visit
www.bstroop93.org for more
information.

» Pack 924 of Siler City First
U.M.C. meets from 6:30 to 8:00
p.m Tuesdays for boys, grades
1 through 5. Come join the Cub
Scouts.

» Pack 900 in Bear Creek
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays at
Meroney’s UM.C., following
the school calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more informa-
tion.

News + Record adds Devarajan as additional reporter

CN+R Staff Report

Maydha Devarajan, a
Cary native and a former

‘I’'m excited to join
a newsroom where
SO many reporters
I’ve long admired

“TI'm excited to join
a newsroom where so
many reporters I've
long admired have

of local papers across the
country,” she said. “Hear-
ing directly from the
people who work to keep

faced and the successes
they gained was invalu-
able to giving me a richer
understanding of this
industry.”

In addition to general

assignment work and fea-
ture reporting, Devara-
jan will cover Pittsboro
government. She can be
reached at mdevarajan@
chathamnr.com.

editor at worked, and to learn journalism alive about
The Daily have worked.’ more about the vibrant,  both the challenges they
Tar Heel at growing community
UNC-Chap- MAYDHA DEVARAJAN that is Chatham Coun-
el Hill, has ty,” Devarajan said. “I
joined the anthropology. She was admire storytelling that
staff of on the staff of The Daily centers people who are
Devarajan  the News Tar Heel, UNC’s student affected by the issues that
+ Record, newspapers, for four are being written about, BLLIEEn
Publisher Bill Horner III  years, working as both and I'm looking forward =
has announced. a staff writer and editor. to getting to know this
She’ll become a third Most recently, she was area and its people to do
reporter for the news- the editor of a section exactly that.”
paper while its “La Voz of the newspaper called In addition to her re-
de Chatham” reporting “Elevate,” which aimed to  porting work, Devarajan 4
project is on hold. highlight stories of under- was a research intern for Eric Andrews

“Maydha was a real
star in the newsroom of
the DTH,” Horner said.
“We’ll benefit from her
reporting and editing
experience at UNC, and
her time working in the
newsroom of a large
daily paper. I'm really
pleased she’s chosen to

represented communities
at the university, in Chapel
Hill and in Orange County.

She also worked as a
metro reporting intern
for the Raleigh News &
Observer.

In addition, Devara-
jan was co-president of
Monsoon, UNC’s South

the Center for Innovation
and Sustainability in
Local Media at UNC and
helped to produce a 2020
report on “news deserts”
— communities with no
local newspaper — in the
US.

“One of my most valu-
able experiences while

join our team.” Asian affairs magazine, working as an intern for
The 2022 UNC grad- and danced on Bhangra CISLM was getting the
uate earned degrees in Elite, a South Asianfolk  chance to speak with
journalism and medical dance team. owners and publishers
CHURCH NEWS
HOLLAND CHAPEL Sunday, July 31, during friends are invited to join
A.M.E. ZION CHURCH the 10 a.m. morning the church family for this
Holland Chapel AM.E.  worship, as she retires event. You may call the
Zion Church will honor after 30 years as Preach- church office at 919-362-
Sister Bernice Barbee on er Steward. Family and 7831 for more information.

Bruce McDaniel
102 North 3rd Ave., Siler City, NC

919-227-6698

T.\. ANTENNAS

SALES & INSTALLATION

- 45 Years Experience -
Call today for an estimate and to see
what channels are available at

Accredited Land Consultant

LAND (Representing Sellers) 32 Units
3095 N NC 87 (2.269 Acres)

2453 Marthas Chapel Road (2.052 Acres)
419 Hickory Pond Road (3.208 Acres)
435 Hickory Pond Road (2.72 Acres)

275 George Brooks Drive (184 Acres)

0 NC 42 Highway (10.89 Acres)

0 Jim Gilliland Road (64.882 Acres)

218 Pete Thomas Road (109.11 Acres)

0 Roselle Road (46.2 Acres)

323 Patterson Drive (5.46 Acres)

106 Caley Wilson Road (2.185 Acres)

0 Pete Roberson (61.21 Acres)

180 Thompson Street (.30 Acres)

1562 Hadley Mill Road (15.489 Acres)

0 Stone Street (50.72 Acres)

1604 Bonlee School Road (110.49 Acres)
720 Hamlets Chapel Road (.69 Acres)
1447 Old US 1 (.870 Acres)

0 Chicken Bridge Road (10.051 Acres)
00 Manns Chapel Road (49.41 Acres)
2328 Andrews Store Road (24.385 Acres)
0 Pearleman Teague (23.1 Acres)

00 Roberts Chapel Road (123.87 Acres)
45 The Whites Way (5.61 Acres)

271 Talon Drive (11.97 Acres)

1835 Lewter Shop Road (3.24 Acres)
0000 Jim Gilliland Road (57.284 Acres)
18 Pearleman Teague Road (2 Acres)
4931 Old Graham Road (2.774 Acres)
208 Stonewall Road (3.810 Acres)

1456 Hadley Mill Road (28.353 Acres)
1475 Lewter Shop Road (4.445 Acres)

LAND (Representing Buyers) 9 Units
0 NC 42 Highway (10.89 Acres)

388 Wade Bright Road (10 Acres)

0 Roselle Road (46.204 Acres)

720 Hamlets Chapel Road (.69 Acres)
685 Revmont (3.893 Acres)

0 Mays Chapel Road (365 Acres)

0 Pearleman Teague (23.1 Acres)

00 Roberts Chapel Road (123.87 Acres)
45 The Whites Way (5.61 Acres)

HAS ERIC SOLD A PROPERTY
NEAR YOU LATELY?

84 PROPERTIES SOLD IN THE
PAST 12 MONTHS!

COMMERCIAL (REPRESENTING SELLERS) 3 Units
219 East Street (Pittsboro)

45 West Street (Pittsboro)

175 East Salisbury Street (Pittsboro)

COMMERCIAL (REPRESENTING BUYERS) 1 Units
45 West Street (Pittsboro)

RESIDENTIAL (Representing Sellers) 25 Units
427 Fenton Place (Charlotte)

52 Gentle Winds Drive (Pittsboro)
1475 Hoyt Scott Road (Bear Creek)
550 Callie Lane (Bear Creek)

3871 S. Plank Road (Sanford)

76 Millbrook Drive (Pittsboro)

5144 Rives Chapel Church Road (Slier City)
200 Valley View Lane (Pittsboro)

1822 Chandellay Drive (Durham)

5631 Swanns Station Road (Sanford)
4233 NC Highway 902 (Pittsboro)

130 Estes Drive (Chapel Hill)

117 Foxwood (Sanford)

1136 Sanford Road (Pittsboro)

729 Hope Hills Drive (Slier City)

1429 Van Thomas Road (Pittsboro)
1315 Hoyt Scott Road (Bear Creek)
745 Merl McManus Road (Bear Creek)
2349 S. Main Street (Goldston)

206 Olympia Street (Slier City)

8798 Sylvan Road (Liberty)

488 NC 87 N (Pittsboro)

76 Fox Chapel Lane (Pittsboro)

354 A Mountain View (Pittsboro)

138 Oakwood Lane (Pittsboro)

RESIDENTIAL (Representing Buyers) 6 Units
427 Fenton Place (Charlotte)

4513 Bumphus Road (Chapel Hill)

107 Hawks Spiral Way (Pittsboro)

85 Herndon Creek Way (Chapel Hill)

729 Hope Hills Drive (Slier City)

6490 Snow Camp Road (Snow Camp)

» I‘ l » I4
2

(Representing Sellers) 6 Units

13120 Strickland Road (16.25 Acres)

0 Hamlets Chapel Road (42.805 Acres)

0 Old Graham Road (161.97 Acres)

0 Moons Chapl Road (86.599 Acres)

0 Pearleman Teague Road (23.1 Acres)

0 Alston Chapel Road (10.23 Acres)

Featured CN+R YouTube Video of the Week

NEW URL: https://youtu.be/LJhWO_KuJfl

NEW TOPIC: Will Rising Interest Rates Affect Real
Estate in North Carolina?

S CUR

Es

\ \ \ » TR
ENTLY UNDER CONTRACT
RESIDENTIAL (Representing Sellers) 2 Units

218A Poplar Street (Chapel Hill)
390 New Salem Church Road (Pittsboro)

The Andrews Team is proudly introducing Broker and Buyer Agent Andy
McPherson. Andy’s career covers four decades of real estate expertise.
He will focus on Andrews Team listings and assisting buyers to find suitable

properties.

BREALTY

CAROLINA PROPERTIES
919-542-0523

Email your questions to
77 . eric@ericandrewsrealtor.com
N .I!III'EWORLD For RWCP Property Management Call
Jennifer 919-545-9405
RWCP is hiring Sales Agents. Call

919-545-9911
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BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

When you get behind the
wheel of VinFast’s electric
SUV crossover, the VF-8, it
feels like you’re driving a
supercomputer.

A large 15.6-inch display
screen takes up the center con-
sole of the four-door, five-seat
vehicle and controls nearly
everything else in the vehicle
from the air conditioning to
the sunroof.

The design keeps the vehicle
up to par with its EV compet-
itors like the Chevy Blazer
or Ford Mach-E, marketing
EVs to the common person in
the fight to win the American
“green car” market.

To the everyday consumer,
the VF-8 may look like a luxu-
ry vehicle. With 348 horsepow-
er, 5.9 seconds to accelerate
from 0-60 miles per hour and
a charging range of 260 miles,
it matches up well with its
competitors — especially for
VinFast’s first attempt at an
SUV all-electric vehicle.

‘Not there yet’

But after test driving
pre-production models of the
car during the Vingroup Elite
Vietnam Tour last week, some
auto reviewers and experts
said the while the car it
stacked up to its competitors,
it didn’t stand out. Andrew
Lambrecht, a Charlotte native
and contributor to Forbes
Wheels, said he clocked the
acceleration time at closer to
7.5 or 8 seconds and felt there
were issues with the accelera-
tion and braking.

“There’s quite a few soft-
ware fixes that are needed
before I'd want to buy it,”
Lambrecht said. “It has the po-
tential to be a really nice car,
but it’s not there yet. It just
doesn’t prioritize acceleration
the way they said it would.”

Lambrecht said typical
EV’s can be driven with one
pedal because they slow down
quickly after taking your foot
lifts off the accelerator. But
the lack of torque on the VF-8
made that difficult, he said.

The vehicle’s subpar per-
formance has the potential to
make it an even harder sell in
the U.S. market, some said. But

THE ROAD AHEAD

Challenges remain for VinFast
despite domestic success

Staff photo by Ben Rappaport

A first look at the VinFast VF-8. The all-electric SUV features a 15.6-inch display and a
nearly 350 horsepower engine. Vingroup tour members were some of the first to test
drive the vehicles in Nha Trang.

VinFast, and the N.C. govern-
ment, have put a big bet on
getting Americans to buy into
its product.

“It’s going to be a really
tough sell to the American
market,” said Sebastian
Blanco, contributing editor at
Car and Driver. “It needs to
stand out from the pack. It has
the potential to, but at least in
pre-production it’s not there
yet.”

Last week, the company
announced the opening of
six showrooms across the
California coast, and it has
made prominent showings
at the New York Auto Show
to accompany the upcoming
factory in Chatham County.

Michael Smith, the presi-
dent of the Chatham Econom-
ic Development Corporation,
said that’s an indication of
VinFast’s commitment.

“These are all reminders of
how serious the company is at
being a successful EV manu-
facturer in the U.S. market,”
he said, adding that VinFast
has hired top attorneys and
firms — some of which have
years of experience in U.S.
automotive projects — for its
American projects.

The Vietnamese company
also pledged to invest $2 billion
in North Carolina for the
initial phase of construction
of its plant. VinFast has also
pledged a total investment of
$4 billion, accompanied by
more than $1.2 billion in tax
incentives from N.C.

The incentives include the
N.C. Job Development Invest-
ment Grant of $316 million
over 32 years; state appropri-
ations of $450 million for site
preparations, road improve-
ments and additional water
and sewer infrastructure;
community college training
worth $38 million; a Golden
Leaf Foundation grant of
$50 million; and $400 million
in incentives from Chatham
County.

The automaker is a young
company, even in its home
country. It’s uncommon to see
VinFast cars on the roads of
Ho Chi Minh City or Hanoi,
but production is ramping up
by the end of the year with the
goal of capturing the global
EV market.

The battery

The comany’s youth,
accompanied with the mass
capital growth of VinFast, are
cause for both excitement and
skepticism. The company is
taking a gamble and trying
something new: an EV battery
subscription service.

To keep sticker prices of the
car lower, VinFast is offering
a 10-year warranty on an EV’s
most expensive component
— the battery. Consumers
will have the option to lease
batteries from the company for
a small monthly fee. Once the
battery life degrades to 70%,
Vin-Fast swaps in a new one,
free of charge.

It’s a unique proposition,

especially if there is little about
the vehicle itself to differen-
tiate it from well-established
automakers in the U.S. But it’s
also confusing. The idea relies
on the company being able to
produce more batteries than an
average EV company, and the
math doesn’t always add up.

For example, earlier this
week, Chevy announced its
new EV Blazer with a sticker
price of around $45,000; the
sticker price of a VinFast VF-8
is about $41,000. It’s a similar
range in price — so why, some
on the tour asked, would con-
sumers pay for the unknowns
of VinFast along with its
battery subscription service,
when both are marketed for
similar audiences?

Vingroup has undoubtedly
invested a lot of money in
ensuring its global success.
The conglomerate has al-
ready sunk $6.6 billion into its
operations, hiring and manu-
facturing. But even with deep
pockets, there’s no guarantees
of the company’s success.

According to recent report-
ing from Triangle Business
Journal, Vingroup, the public
parent company of VinFast,
is trading at just $3 per share
and has seen a 22% drop in
year-over-year revenues. The
numbers also show Vingroup’s
stock price has dropped more
than 30% in the past seven
months.

When asked how consum-
ers can trust the company
given these figures, Thuy Le,

VinFast deputy chief executive
officer said, “The stock market
is the stock market, we can’t
control it. We are not alone in
this hole.”

The deputy CEO said
VinFast is just one part of
the Vingroup finances, so she
believes it may be unfair to
project Vingroup’s trends onto
VinFast.

Vingroup has also looked
to go public in the U.S. with
an IPO, but the date of that
keeps getting postponed due to
market conditions.

“We are in no rush to IPO,
we will wait until the timing
is right,” said David Mans-
field, chief financial officer of
VinFast.

The “fast’ in VinFast

In Vietnam, Vingroup is the
first in everything they do.
They’ve created electric vehi-
cles, luxury housing, schools
and resorts with blazing speed.
But in the U.S., VinFast won’t
be the first or the only compa-
ny producing EVs. Ensuring
the company’s success abroad
will be no easy task.

Money and government
incentives are certainly on
their side, but ultimately the
success of the company relies
on consumers buying into the
message and believing in the
product too.

“Our core message is that
we produce quality products,
with premium technologies,”
Thuy Le said. “We want value
and affordability in the car
and quality in our after-sales
services. That’s what’s going
to set us apart.”

Thuy Le said at the be-
ginning of her career with
VinFast, people accused the
company of being “crazy” for
saying they could produce EVs
in just two years. But now, she
says, seeing is believing.

“People didn’t think all of
this was possible,” she said.
“Reflecting on the past and
looking toward now, we are au-
dacious and we want to make
things happen in the U.S. We
have people, knowledge and
backing from the state.”

Reporter Ben Rappaport can
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter

@b_rappaport.

VINFAST

Continued from page Al

2.2% of national GDP, and
it’s hard to go anywhere
in the country without
seeing its reach.

So, getting the chance
to experience the breadth
and magnitude of that
reach is a powerful pitch
to media and investors
who may be skeptical as
Vingroup looks to take
its branding to the global
marketplace.

Members of the tour
were given luxury treat-
ment throughout the trip
in an effort to promote
the brand and generate
buzz. The first stop of
the trip was at VinPearl
Resort in Ha Long. The
hotel and spa is on its
own island amid Ha Long
Bay — a place recognized
by UNESCO as a World
Heritage site. Attendees
then took a dinner cruise
along the bay, weaving
between serene green
islands popping up from
the sea. It was a level of
high class that came to be
expected on the trip.

The beauty of the boat
ride was only compro-
mised by what felt like
a whitewashed display
of Vietnamese culture
where visitors learned
“traditional Vietnamese
crafts,” like conical hat
making and tea tastings,
which seemed highly
reductive of the rich his-
tory of Vietnamese art.

Problematic cultural
appeals to tourists aside,
the thing that stood out
immediately about the
company is the number
of people employed to
make this operation

function. In the first few
hours, tour members
interacted with mem-
bers of the Vingroup
global communications
team, employees from
VinFast’s U.S. public
relations firm — Citizen
Relations, resort staff
and more.

The high employment
evident throughout the
trip was an encouraging
sign as the company,
alongside North Caroli-
na’s government officials,
has touted high figures
for employment at the up-
coming VinFast manufac-
turing plant in Moncure.
The plant is expected to
deliver on its 7,500-job
promise to North Caroli-
na if it wants to receive
the full benefit of the tax
incentives it has been
awarded by the county
and the state.

The opening cruise
also served as a net-
working event to
interact with many of
the executives who are
working in Vietnam and
abroad to make VinFast
come to life. The News +
Record met with execu-
tives who came from top
car brands like Renault,
General Motors and
BMW who expressed
excitement about what
VinFast is doing and
believed in its ability to
become a quality elec-
tric vehicle brand in the
North American market.

“This is a company
that’s going to make EVs
and make them for ev-
eryone and it’s really ex-
citing to be part of a new
venture that I believe
in,” said Shaun Calvert,
VinFast deputy CEO in
charge of manufacturing,

who formerly worked at
GM. “We are producing
a premium product at an
affordable price.”

A look inside
the VinFast
manufacturing
complex

Calvert also led the sec-
ond day of the tour as he
walked media members
through the manufactur-
ing facility of VinFast.

The 870-acre site in
Haiphong was construct-
ed in just 21 months —a
massive feat considering
the scale and scope of
all that VinFast hopes to
build at the plant. The
site was previously a
marshy swampland — a
byproduct of bombings
by American troops
during the Vietnam War.
In fact, on Google Maps,
the location near the
South China Sea still
shows the swamp and
previous images from
Google Earth show the
un-utilized and de-
stroyed land — tales of
what was.

Now, the once deadland
is filled with the whirring
of robotic manufacturing
machines twisting and
welding around every
corner. The whole pro-
duction is 80% automat-
ed, but still utilizes more
than 6,000 employees in
its body shop, press shop,
battery plant and general
assembly complex. The
plant produces all of
VinFast automobiles
and products, including
the SUV models — VF-8,
VF-9 and VinFast Pres-
ident — the hatchback
model VF-34, and electric
scooters. Earlier this

year, VinFast announced
that beginning in August,
it will switch to exclusive-
ly manufacturing EVs

— meaning the President
and other internal com-
bustion-engine vehicles
will cease production.

The complex also dis-
played mockups and pro-
totypes of potential EVs
built for the near future,
including a sedan model
— the VF-6 and VF-7
— and options aimed at
lower price points with
cheaper materials — the
VF-5.

The plant currently
produces 38 vehicles per
hour, roughly 650 vehi-
cles per day, with plans
to ramp production up
to more than 65 per hour
and 1,000 vehicles per day
by September.

The numbers produced
here are comparable to
estimates and goals from
VinFast about production
in Chatham County. The
company plans to start
by producing 150,000
electric vehicles annually
beginning in July 2024.

Veteran automotive
reporters told the News
+ Record that VinFast
provided unprecedented
access to its manufactur-
ing facilities with inside
looks at the machines
and battery operations.
VinFast officials said
that’s because they were
proud of what they had
built and wanted to show
it off to a large audience
to prove they were on the
right track as they look to
expand.

Michael Johnson,
director of VinFast U.S.
manufacturing, said the
plant seen in Haiphong
is similar to the one

planned for Chatham
County, with some
variations. The primary
difference is the size.

The Haiphong plant is
massive and tour mem-
bers had to take trams

to get from shop to shop,
but the facility planned
for Triangle Innovation
Point in Moncure will be
more than double in size
at a whopping 1,977 acres.
The reason for the size
discrepancy is that the
battery plant for Vietnam
is currently located off-
site in central Vietnam;
in the U.S., the batteries
will be produced on-site.
The N.C. facility will also
include other buildings,
including research and
development offices and
professional development
training.

Vingroup’s powerful
conglomerate

The third day was
all about showing off
what Vingroup calls its
ecosystem. This includes
VinHomes, the VinPearl
resort, VinUniversity,
VinMall and more.

Stops at each of these
complexes show Vin-
group is building more
than just cars in Vietnam
— it’s creating a lifestyle
brand aimed at the upper
class.

VinHomes creates riv-
erside villas near Hanoi
with man-made beaches
and rivers, extrava-
gant sculpture gardens
and private living that
contrasts the crowded
density of the Old Quar-
ter in Hanoi. The massive
conglomerate now has
27 urban complexes and
83 shopping malls across

Vietnam.

VinUniversity part-
nered with the likes
of University of Penn-
sylvania and Cornell
University to create an
Americanized education
system in Vietnam for 400
international students.
The school, however,
costs more than $35,000
per year, which is com-
parable to many U.S. uni-
versities in a place where
the currency has much
less purchasing power —
essentially making VinU
a pay-to-play program for
the uber-wealthy.

And looking at the
place, they certainly
aren’t trying to hide their
audience. Massive marble
columned buildings, a 30-
acre rose garden, special
sensory relaxation rooms
and a massive fountain
featuring the 12 Greek
gods with Apollo at the
center don’t exactly make
it appear like a school for
the everyman.

The point of showing
off these spectacles of
the Vingroup ecosystem
was to provide credibility
behind the company and
show it has its hands in
all the right cookie jars
to make it a real interna-
tional competitor.

When making the
leap to N.C. and the
North American market,
however, Vingroup isn’t
bringing all those other
jars with it. It will only be
relying on VinFast to suc-
ceed, and whether that’s
feasible still remains up
for debate.

Reporter Ben Rappaport
can be reached at brappa-
port@chathamnr.com or
on Twitter @b_rappaport
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On July 10, gunshots were
fired at a Little League Base-
ball game in
Wilson. You
can find the
video footage
on Facebook,
although I
admit that I
cannot watch
— the near
misses hit
too close to
home.

My 6-year-
old son just
finished playing T-ball. I enjoy
baseball, but the fun of this
experience was more about
the delightful kids than the
actual sport. Multiple players
preferred to wear their gloves
on their heads. The shortstop
lay on his back and made dirt
angels with his arms and legs.
Twin sisters only threw the
ball to each other, no matter
where they were positioned.

And there was Bubba. His

ANDREW
TAYLOR-
TROUTMAN
Hope Matters

grandmother hollered, “Bubba,

swing that bat!” That bat was
bigger than Bubba, but that
didn’t stop our little dynamo
from swinging so hard that he
spun in circles. Half the time,
Bubba was so dizzy he took off

Bullets into baseball bats

toward third base instead of
first!

After the last game, my son,
his glove on his head, grinned:
“Dad, I can’t wait to play next
year!”

As a parent, what more can
you ask for? Sure, you might
like your kid to learn a few
fundamentals — maybe not the
intricacies of a double play but
how to wear the glove. At the
end of day, you just want kids
to have fun and look forward to
the next time.

There almost wasn’t a next
time for players and coaches in
Wilson.

The list of places where chil-
dren have been shot and mur-
dered includes schools, movie
theaters and playgrounds.
Guns were also fired at Little
Leaguers in North Charleston,
South Carolina, this spring.
How do we even begin to ad-
dress this evil?

My fellow pastor and father
Chris Breslin was one of the
coaches on the field in Wilson.
His Facebook post alluded to
the challenges before us when
he likened the police hunt for
the shooter to searching for a
needle in a haystack. The coun-
ty, state and country are filled

—108\Wwie, (Z077),

with guns.

Breslin wrote that, when
he closes his eyes, he relives
the horrific images of July
10. Whizzing bullets. Parents
huddled under the bleachers.
The young boy Breslin covered
with his own body who asked
if they were going to die. This
child added, “I'm never playing
baseball again.”

But as a person of faith,
Breslin has another vision. He
posted a friend’s artwork that
echoes the biblical Isaiah’s
vision of turning swords into
plowshares by picturing a
speeding bullet morphing into

a metal baseball bat.

When I close my eyes, I can
recall the metallic ping of
Bubba’s oversized bat making
contact with the baseball. I can
hear his grandmother’s voice
above the cheering fans, “The
other way, Bubba! Run to first
base!”

What sights and sounds will
our children remember? How
can we ensure that they are
heading into the right direction
in life?

How can we make sure there
is a next season?

Breslin challenged all of
us to take the next steps: “We
must vote and harangue and
persuade and partner to create
a culture of action that is
unsatisfied with anything less
than justice, peace and safety
for our Kkids, for all kids, every-
where.”

Bullets could be transformed
into baseball bats. But it is
going to take a team effort.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the
pastor of Chapel in the Pines
Presbyterian Church. His new-
ly-published book is a collection
of his columns for the Chatham
News + Record titled “Hope
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”

Life’s lessons
linger, lengthen

As the years come and go
with more candles on the
birthday
cake, I'm
becoming
more aware
— maybe a
better word
is surprised
— of things
I remember.

Many of
them are
from childhood and the peo-
ple who were part of mine. I
daresay you likely have sim-
ilar memories of the special
folks who shepherded you
through your young years.

The question, however, isn’t
so much remembering those
people, places and things as is
their meaning.

Some are easily understood
after remembering them. For
instance, when my father
started teaching me to drive,
an early directive was, “Son,
keep it between the ditches.” I
had no trouble understanding
what that meant.

When my mother would
ask me how much money I
made at my various teenage
part-time jobs and even later
as an adult, I thought that
was a bit personal and said so
on more than one occasion.
Her standard answer was,
“Son, nobody has your wel-
fare at heart any more than
I do. You need to save some
of that instead of spending it
all.” T also understood that.
And believed it ... and still
pretty much do. Unfortunate-
ly, I was better at following
what my dad said than what
Mama said but that’s another
story.

Besides the sayings and
words, there were actions that
appeared on my life’s blue-
print. For instance, Saturday
night was always “shoe-shine
night” in our basement so
that we’d look good at church
Sunday morning. My father
impressed on me that a fellow
could wear the sharpest suit
and tie but if his shoes were a
mess, so was he. I still believe
that but through the years
I have occasionally gotten
casual at shining shoes. But
every so often, I'll empty the
closet of shoes, go out on my
back porch and throw polish
around everywhere. That
behavior tells me that some
things I learned years ago are
sometimes more words than
actions.

But then there are things
I experienced years ago that
are still big on my radar and
I wonder why some of them
are that way while others are
not.

T'll be the first to admit I'm
a social dinosaur. Using my
desktop computer to hammer

BOB WACHS
Movin’ Around

out these words is about as
far as I can navigate the world
of technology. I still have a
flip phone because all I want
is a way to contact folks when
necessary and not to know
what time it is in Singapore.
And I'm OK with that, that
this “brave new world” of
ours is leaving me behind.
ButIcan’t helpit...and don’t
really want to change it or see
the need.

All that is said to say that
some of the things I experi-
enced as a child still have a
hold on my life. And one of
them is the world of business
on Sunday. I know The Book
says we’re to honor the Sab-
bath Day and “keep it holy.”

I also know it says if your ox
falls into a ditch don’t leave it
there until the next morning.

But I confess I still have
second thoughts about
mowing yards on Sunday or
baling hay or cutting wood.

I also know if you’ve got hay
down and all of a sudden,

it “comes up a cloud” as
Grandpa said, you need to get
the hay up before it sours and
there’s nothing to feed the ox
once you get him out of the
ditch. I know some folks work
on Sundays because their
jobs require it — police, fire
fighters, nurses, cooks and
servers. I'm not faulting that;
I'm just remembering and
trying to understand. Part

of that was society because
Saturdays you got gas in the
car because no gas stations
were open on Sunday.

With all that, however,
there’s one thing I find it
extremely hard to do. Can’t
remember the last or first
time doing it. It’s impossible
for me to write a check on
Sunday. Actually, what’s
impossible is putting a date
that falls on a Sunday on a
check. I have written some
on Sunday mornings for our
church’s weekly offering and
put Saturday’s date on it.

So, does that mean I'm a
hypocrite? Probably. Is it
legalism? Yeah, most likely.
Am I straining at a gnat and
missing an elephant? Most
likely.

Remember, I said at the
start many things surprise
me. I wonder what it all
means.

Bob Wachs is a native of
Chatham County and retired
long-time managing editor of
the Chatham News/Chatham
Record, having written a
weekly column for more than
30years. During most of his
time with the newspapers,

he was also a bi-vocational
pastor and today serves Bear
Creek Baptist Church for the
second time as pastor.

Are we already in a recession?

The big news in the econom-
ics world is a question: Are we
already in a
recession?
While a
future reces-
sion has been

talked about

for months,

the issue is
MIKE becoming
WALDEN Sore Prom-
You Decide inent with

many econo-
mists raising their predictions
of a recession occurring later
this year or next.

But some economic ana-
lysts are going one more step.
They’re saying a recession is
already here. Why are they
saying this?

Before giving an answer,
some background on the defi-
nition of a recession is needed.
The federal government actual-
ly “farms out” the dating of re-
cessions to an economic think
tank, the National Bureau of
Economic Research (NBER).
Despite its official-sounding
name, the NBER is a private
outfit. Its unique characteristic
is that it has been around for
over 100 years.

NBER defines a recession
as occurring when there is a
“significant decline in econom-
ic activity” that lasts for “more
than a few months.” This is
a rather broad, non-specific
definition that gives the NBER
wide latitude in defining a
recession. The NBER says it
looks at several measures of
the economy in concluding if a
recession has occurred.

There is, however, a “rule
of thumb” definition of a
recession. The “rule” is that a
recession occurs when a broad-
based measure of the econo-
my — called “gross domestic
product (GDP)” — declines for
two consecutive quarters, that
is, six months.

“OK,” you may be saying,
now translate GDP: GDP is the
monetary value of all goods
and services produced for sale
to “final users” in a specific
period of time. Final users are

those who consume the good
or service rather than reselling
it. Basing GDP on final users
avoids counting inputs multi-
ple times as they move through
the supply chain. For example,
we wouldn’t want to count

the value of the wood used in

a home’s construction once
when the tree is cut, a second
time when the wood becomes
lumber and a third time when
the home is sold. Instead, the
value of the wood is included
in the home’s sale price.

Also, in comparing GDP
from one time period to the
next, the dollar values are
adjusted to remove the impact
of general inflation. This elim-
inates the possibility of GDP
rising just because prices are
higher.

Now let’s get back to the idea
that a recession may already be
upon us. The federal govern-
ment has already released
the data for GDP in the first
quarter (January, February
and March) of 2022. The GDP
growth rate was negative for
the nation as well as for most
of the states, including North
Carolina. For the nation, the
“annualized” growth rate was
-1.6%, and for North Carolina
the “annualized” growth rate
was -1.4%. Only four states
— Massachusetts, Michigan,
New Hampshire and Vermont
— registered positive growth
rates for GDP.

Remember, it takes two con-
secutive quarters of negative
growth in GDP to meet the
“rule of thumb” of a recession.
Official GDP numbers for the
second quarter of 2022 won’t
be released until the end of
July. Still, there are forecasts
available now for the second
quarter rate. One of the most
respected forecasts is from
the Federal Reserve Bank of
Atlanta. Their current forecast
shows the second quarter GDP
rate at -2.1%.

With consecutive quarterly
GDP growth rates of -1.6%
and -2.1%, the standard often
applied to declare a recession
would be met. Thus, if the At-

lanta Fed’s forecast is correct,
we may already be in a reces-
sion.

But if we already are in a
recession, why doesn’t it feel
like one? Hiring is still occur-
ring, the jobless rate is low and
consumers continue to spend.

A big reason is directly
related to how the quarterly
changes in GDP are reported.
Notice I referred to them as
“annualized” changes. An
annualized change takes the
actual quarterly change and
assumes it would continue
for a full year. The federal
government — specifically the
Bureau of Economic Analysis
— likes to report all changes as
if they are occurring for a full
year. This means the reported
annualized change in national
GDP in the first quarter of 2022
is derived by taking the actual
quarterly change and assum-
ing that same change would
continue for a full year (four
quarters).

The actual quarterly decline
in first-quarter GDP was less
than one-half of 1% (specifi-
cally, -0.4%) for the nation and
close to one-third of 1% (-0.35%)
for North Carolina. And if the
Atlanta Fed’s forecast of an
annualized change in GDP of
-2.1% in the second quarter
happens, it would actually be a
drop of only one-half of 1%.

These numbers do not dimin-
ish the adverse impacts of a
recession if one were to occur.
Yet they do suggest if we are
already in a recession, it is —
thus far — likely very modest.

While these comments may
ease some worries, they do not
mean we are “out of the woods”
for a bad recession. An alter-
native scenario is we are not in
a recession now, but after the
Federal Reserve raises inter-
est rates significantly in the
coming months, we will enter a
bigger downturn later this year.
We’ll have to wait to decide.

Walden is a William Neal Reyn-
olds Distinguished Professor
Emeritus at North Carolina
State University.
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We can’t all be experts

I have strong opinions — but
not about how to perform brain
surgery,
write an
app, design a
golf course
or produce
a hip-hop
album. Per-
haps you do
have a strong
view about
one of these,
but almost
certainly not

JOHN HOOD

John Locke
Foundation

about all four.

Why? Because none of
us can simultaneously be a
surgeon, a software engineer,
a golfing expert and a music
producer. When it comes to our
work, we specialize in a few
things and then trade what we
produce for the goods and ser-
vices other specialists produce.
The exchange makes us all
better off.

We live most of our lives
engaged in such exchang-
es. There is a great deal of

specialized knowledge, with
more produced every day. But
individually, we possess or

are even aware of only a tiny
fraction of that knowledge. It
would be too difficult or costly
to acquire. We don’t need it. We
just need to trade for its fruits.

Among specialists or other
discrete communities of
interest, however, there is
often robust debate. Surgeons
learn, practice and disagree
about the merits of new ways
to attack brain cancers. The
rest of us don’t typically know
which side to root for in these
contests. We just root for them
to keep at it, so we as potential
cancer patients can benefit,
and otherwise leave them
alone as we go about our own
business.

Now consider what hap-
pens when goods and services
are provided by government
agencies and public employees
rather than private companies
and independent profession-
als. Suddenly, we all feel the

need to express our expert
opinions about the best ways to
rehabilitate a prisoner, treat a
mental illness or teach a child
to read — even though we can’t
possibly possess expertise in so
many different and challenging
fields, and even those possess-
ing such expertise may lack
consensus.

The problem is that, unlike
in the earlier cases, we can’t
simply sit back and let the
professionals fight it out. If we
don’t like a new smartphone
app or hip-hop album, we don’t
have to buy it. If a particular
brain surgeon or hospital
seems to have poor results, we
can go elsewhere.

But what if we don’t like
the outcomes produced by our
prisons, public health agencies
or public schools? It’s either
impossible or highly expensive
to “take our business else-
where,” as it were, by relocat-
ing ourselves and our tax dol-
lars to another state. Instead,
we seek to change the mix of

professionals providing those
services by casting ballots in
the next election.

This is not nearly as effective
an accountability mechanism.
For one thing, we may be
outvoted. Even if our preferred
candidates win, they may not
be in a position to swap out
the personnel in question or
overrule their professional
judgments. And through it all,
we end up doing the very thing
I’'m suggesting we lack the ca-
pacity to do well — engaging in
debate about matters we don’t
and can’t fully understand.

There is no magic wand one
can wave here. Ensure more
competitive elections? Great.
Collect more data and encour-
age more experimentation and
research? Sure. But the prob-
lem will remain in some form.
It is endemic.

I submit that the best
response is to minimize the ex-
tent to which people are com-
pelled to receive services from
professionals they don’t select.

That argues for more choice
and competition in education,
health care and transporta-
tion, even when those services
are substantially funded by
governments. The next best
thing is for governments to pay
for measurable performance,
by public or private providers,
rather than focusing on inputs
or dictating procedures.

More fundamentally, this
argues for limiting the scope
of the public sector. In fact, I
think it’s one of the best argu-
ments for limited government.
Although you may care and
worry about me as a person,
it does you no harm if I have a
wrong idea, do a foolish thing
or hire an incompetent doctor.
You can even learn from my
mistakes.

John Hood is a John Locke
Foundation board member. His
latest books, Mountain Folk
and Forest Folk, combine epic
fantasy with early American
history (FolkloreCycle.com,).

Frank Daniels Jr. —
strong to the end

When Frank Daniels Jr. died June 30, people lined
up across the state to express admiration and apprecia-
tion for his service and contributions
to North Carolina. He was praised
for his and his family’s importance to
the state through their ownership of
The Raleigh News & Observer.

As president and publisher, Dan-
iels hired progressive editors includ-
ing Claude Sitton, who had gained a
national reputation as The New York
Times leading reporter in the South
during the Civil Rights Movement.

With Daniels’ support, the N&O
pushed the state and region away from their conser-
vative roots. Its liberal opinion pages and hard-hitting
news stories gained it the nickname “The Nuisance &
Disturber.”

His obituary explained, “A yellow-dog Democrat,
Frank Jr. offered support to many of North Caroli-
na’s most successful politicians including Governors
Hodges, Sanford, Moore, Scott, Hunt, Easley, Perdue
and Cooper.”

Ironically, the N&QO’s founder and Frank Daniels
Jr.’s grandfather, Josephus Daniels, was a confirmed
racist who helped engineer the 1898 coup that brought
about the overthrow of the Wilmington city govern-
ment and resulted in the massacre of scores of black
Wilmington residents.

Josephus’ views were, however, complicated, as ex-
plained by N.C. State professor Lee Craig in his book,
“Josephus Daniels: His Life and Times.” Josephus was
also viewed as one of the most influential progressive
politicians in the country. President Woodrow Wilson
made him secretary of the navy during World War 1.,
making him Craig asserts one of the most important
men in the world.

Craig continues, “I’ve become comfortable with the
contradictions of the man. He was a progressive, a
warm-hearted family man, a man who genuinely cared
about the country’s less fortunate and downtrodden, at
least as he defined them. Yet at the same time, he was
a white supremacist, who used the coercive powers of
the state to keep blacks in a socially and economically
inferior state for generations.”

Frank Daniels Jr. took over the leadership of the
N&O in 1968, succeeding his uncle Jonathan Daniels
and the founder of the N&O, Josephus Daniels.

At Frank Daniels Jr’s funeral, his son Frank III
explained how his father and the family dealt with the
community’s changing views about Josephus.

“You are probably aware that over the past several
years, the family has been reckoning with increased at-
tention to Josephus Daniels’ role in our state’s history
of racial inequity. Like many prominent men of his
time, Josephus was a white supremacist and, sadly,
used his newspaper to support those views.

“When cousin David Woronoff and I sat down to talk
with dad about taking down Josephus’ statue in Nash
Square and the repercussions that would likely come,
it was clear how sad it made him. The Josephus he
knew was not that man, but a kind grandfather who
loved him and who built a business that allowed our
family to prosper. However, he did not hesitate to say
that he trusted us, and he knew we had to be proactive
and try and do the right things on our own, and not put
others in the position of having to demand them of us.

“Over the space of days, we took the statue down,
the school board renamed Daniels Middle School,
North Carolina State University renamed Daniels Hall,
and his University of North Carolina suggested we
take Josephus’ name off our scholarship plan there.

“Those were some tough blows for him, and it was
heartbreaking to me because my experience of watch-
ing him ... is that his views were 180 degrees from
those of his grandfather.”

Handling tough situations was Frank Jr.’s special
strength. The decisive way he and the Daniels family
handled Josephus’ legacy should be a challenging
example for any family whose beloved ancestors had
white supremacy views that would be unacceptable
today.

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

D.G. Martin hosted “North Carolina Bookwatch,” for
more than 20 years.

To view prior programs: https.//video.pbsnc.org/show/
nc-bookwatch/episodes;/.

What happens when you mix
ereen, blue and red?

It’s been said North Carolina

is politically a purple state, a
mixture of red

(Republican)
and blue (Dem-
ocrat). Now we
might have to
add green to
the mix since

TOM has petitioned
AMPBELL to gain state-
1(\:1(3 Spin wide ballot

access in this
November’s general elections.
The feud that’s erupted over it
could alter this year’s election

results, but even more important-
ly, the outcomes in 2024. Let’s try

to sort it out as best we can.

We don’t know much about the

Green Party or who is involved

with it, but it boasts principles of

“green” politics, such as social
justice, environmentalism and

nonviolence. They want to field a

slate of candidates to run state-
wide in this November’s elec-
tions and, to comply with North

Carolina law, the new party must

present at least 13,865 signed
petitions from registered voters
to get that approval.

In order to obtain such a large
number, the Green Party hired
several contractors to conduct
petition campaigns throughout
the state and submitted some
22,000 signed petitions to the
State Board of Elections.

Democrats and their sup-
porters, including the Elias
Group — a law firm known for
advocating for Democrats —
complained to the State Board of
Elections. They said that some

of the submitted signatures were
“intentionally doctored” and that
the Green Party should be denied
status as a new party on the basis

that it didn’t qualify.

By a 3-2 vote, strictly along par-

ty lines, the State Board of Elec-
tions denied the Green Party’s
request. The three deniers were
Democrats and the two in favor
were Republican members.
Spokesmen for the Green
group immediately accused the

State Board of blatantly attempt-

ing to prevent a new party, thus
increasing chances the Demo-
crats could prevail. They are su-

ing the board for a reversal of the

decision, saying that the board

the Green Party

violated their First Amendment
and Due Process rights. They
acknowledge that some of the

signatures might not be valid but,

since they collected more than
22,000 signatures and that more

than 16,000 had been validated by

county boards, they had plenty

enough to surpass the 13,865-hur-

dle needed.
After some questions were

raised, the state board discovered

that not all county boards had
properly checked signatures and
directed all 100 county boards

to validate the signatures and
report back to them by July 29.
But that is too little, too late for
the Green Party.

Even if it is demonstrated that
there are sufficient numbers of
valid signatures and the state
board reverses its decision, the
reversal won’t help for this year.

The deadline for candidates filing

to run in November’s elections
was July 1 and to change that
deadline would require either
a court order or a vote by the
legislature.

Republicans, not willing to sit
on the sideline, have joined the
Green cause, saying that Dem-
ocrats and their operatives are
contacting signees and asking
them to revoke their signatures
from petitions, further telling
signees that a third party will
significantly disadvantage
Democrats’ chances of winning
elections. This could get messy!

Some are accusing the state
board of partisanship, saying

they knew that setting the July 29

date for counties to report back
would keep the Green Party off
the ballot in November. We also
find it interesting Republicans
are siding with the Green Party.
Won't a third party also splin-
ter off some of their votes? And
what was the real reason behind
the Green Party petitioning this
year?

The big prize, unspoken but
understood, is November’s
election for the U.S. Senate.
Democrats believe they stand a
good chance of flipping the seat,
but a split vote may result in the
election of another Republican.

As a point of clarification let

us cite North Carolina law for ac-

cepting a new statewide political
party.

“Any group of voters which
shall have filed with the State
Board of Elections petitions for
the formulation of a new polit-
ical party which are signed by
registered and qualified voters
in this State equal in number
to one-quarter of one percent
(0.25%) of the total number of
voters who voted in the most
recent general election for Gov-
ernor. Also, the petition must
be signed by at least 200 regis-
tered voters from each of three
congressional districts in North
Carolina.” The State Board of
Elections reports there were
5,545,848 votes cast for Governor
in 2020. Doing the math confirms
that 13,865 signatures are re-
quired for the approval of a third
party this year.

Polls have repeatedly shown
that North Carolina voters would
welcome a third political party.
Of the 7,325,245 registered voters
in our state 34.03% are registered
Democrats, 30.17 are Republican,
but the largest percentage (35.12)
are registered Unaffiliated. Vot-
ers are increasingly preferring
not to belong to either party.

Here’s my spin: I don’t have a
pony in this current race, but I
do know that North Carolina’s
ballot access laws are archaic
— too difficult for candidates
to gain access on the ballot and
have needed changing for years.
They haven’t been because the
two political parties don’t want
additional competition and have
stymied efforts to loosen require-
ments. Voters need more options,
not fewer.

Sadly, whatever action the
State Board of Elections takes
is going to further divide us and
create distrust in our election
process. We will await the State
Board’s decision and trust they
will make a decision free from
partisan political influence.
Then let’s hope they will clearly
explain it to voters and champion
law changes.

Tom Campbell is a former assis-
tant N.C. State Treasurer and was
the creator/host of N.C. SPIN, a
weekly statewide television discus-
sion of N.C. issues that aired on
UNC-TV until 2020. Contact him
at tomcamp@carolinabroadcast-
ing.com.

What’s on your mind?

The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of local and public interest, as well as thoughtful and

informative guest columns.

At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse letters and other submissions that promote a

commercial product, contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language. Consumer complaints and
letters containing unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime telephone number for verification. Letters should be no more

than 400 words in length. Letter-writers are limited to two published letters per month. Letters selected for publication may be
edited and all letters become property of the Chatham News + Record.

To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; or
drop by our office at 303 West Raleigh Street in Siler City.
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HOMELESS

Continued from page Al

people are needing help.”

Siler City, in particular —
which on average offers lower
wages than other parts of the
county — has been the source
of most of Love Chatham’s
increases.

“The average income in Siler
City is in the $29,000 range, ver-
sus the county’s, which is $80,000
plus,” Philbrick said. “There are
resources that are needed in this
area, and I think the additional
economic pressures are defi-
nitely straining families and
straining the community.”

Each of Love Chatham’s
ministries — a hotel ministry,

a food pantry, a clothing closet
and more — contributes to help-
ing an overall 61% increase in
people seeking Love Chatham’s
assistance for food or clothing,
according to Philbrick, and he
said he doesn’t see that number
going down any time soon.

Other organizations have
seen similar increases in the
percentage of people seeking fi-
nancial or material assistance.
CORA (Chatham Outreach
Alliance, based in Pittsboro)
has served almost 11,300 people
in 2022 alone and has over 1,100
children enrolled in its SNACK
program.

“Our numbers are growing
and our organization is grow-
ing,” Philbrick said. “We're
going after more grants and
such, which is going to help
us continue to be able to grow
ministries.”

High demand,
strained resources

As the need for Love Cha-
tham’s resources has in-
creased, so has the frequency
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Love Chatham’s clothing ministry allows for those in need
to come and get clothing items they might lack. Pictured

are Mary Lacey Eubanks, Love Chatham’s summer intern,

and Executive Director Dakota Philbrick.

of having to tell clients “no” to
some requests.

Mary Lacey Eubanks, Love
Chatham’s summer intern, is a
Chatham County native who’s
working in Siler City in hopes
of giving back to the communi-
ty that raised her.

“I grew up in this area, so it
was a really exciting opportu-
nity for me to work in a way
that will make a difference for
my community,” she said.

Eubanks works with Phil-
brick to provide clients with a
chance to be successful, whether
that means providing individu-
als with a hotel room for a night
or handing a family a box with
food items for that week’s meals.

But not all requests sent to
Love Chatham end with a “hap-
pily ever after.” Eubanks recalled
a scenario where she was in
contact with a woman who had
been served eviction papers and
tested positive for COVID-19.

“Iremember trying to call
her management company and
the landlord, and I just couldn’t
get in touch with them, so it’s
hard to have to go back and tell
her there’s not much we can
do,” Eubanks said. “It’s hard
not to be really empathetic
when you’re talking to some-
one directly about what they're
struggling through. I really
wanted to be able to help her.”

Love Chatham was able to
pay the woman’s water bill so
she could at least be comfort-
able, but because the costs of
goods have increased, opera-
tions costs for Love Chatham
have increased, too.

“We’re not undervalued, just
under-resourced,” Philbrick
said. “We’re working very close-
ly with these other partners to
bridge the gap to be more effi-
cient, to be more effective, and
to communicate and streamline
processes behind the scenes.”

Love Chatham has partnered
with agencies such as the
Salvation Army, CORA, the
United Way, Chatham County
Department of Social Services,
and more to assist community
members in need. Eubanks
said she sits in on calls with
these partners with Philbrick,
and in a recent meeting, part-
ners were already saying their
resources were stretched thin.

“Even with the spread of
nonprofits all working to-
wards the same cause, we
were already running out of
resources because it seems
like the demand is very high,”
Eubanks said. “I don’t know if
that was because of the higher
prices in June or if that’s just
how things usually go, but they
were expressing they were hav-
ing to put people on the waitlist

BY THE NUMBERS: Love Chatham

VOLUNTEER HOURS: 1,875 hours year to date (an 87%
increase over last year to date)

HOTEL MINISTRY: 255 rooms, 578 people (numbers in

line with last year)

FOOD PANTRY & CLOTHING: 353 families, 1,098 people
year to date (61% increase over last year to date)

SNACK PROGRAM: 72 families, 140 children
FURNITURE MINISTRY: secured furniture for 21 families

since October of last year

and running out of funds for
this month until July.”

The organization does have
fundraisers, including a Chicken
Plate Fundraiser set to take place
on Saturday, July 30, but fund-
raisers aren’t always enough.

Something Philbrick thinks
could help with the increased
demand is a full-time housing
shelter in Chatham County. As
of now, there is not a facility
dedicated to sheltering those
experiencing homelessness in
Chatham, nor are there any
plans for one to be developed.

“I grew up in this area, and it
concerns me that we don’t have
something in place to help our
struggling brothers and sisters,
our neighbors,” Philbrick said.
“We’d be able to help a lot more
people, and we’d be able to
help the community a lot more
effectively if we had a perma-
nent shelter.”

Removing the stigma

Philbrick would love for peo-
ple across the county to rush
to help those experiencing
homelessness by supporting
the development of a homeless
shelter. He’s wary, though, of
attitudes and stereotypes about
people without housing.

“We do our best to talk about
and debunk some of those
myths and to really share

with our community these are
people, they deserve a shot,”
Philbrick said.

One of the more harmful
phrases Philbrick hears on a
day-to-day basis is “Why can’t
these people get a job?”

The answer’s not always easy.

“There could be some mental
or physical challenges or
disabilities,” he said. “We could
see somebody that just needs
help get some documentation.
... It’s hard to get hired if they
don’t have a permanent address
... we see folks that experience
transportation challenges ... so
those are some challenges that
are unique to this area.”

To tackle the negative stereo-
types surrounding the im-
poverished, Philbrick said he
turns to where Love Chatham’s
mission comes from: the Bible.

“We’re just joining God where
he’s already working, that’s our
goal,” Philbrick said. “You have
to educate people — you have
to help folks see someone that’s
experiencing homelessness ...
help them see that individual as
a person, not just this label of
homelessness, and all the things
that it conjures up sometimes.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter at @Heed-
enTaylor.

WATER

Continued from page Al

gets resolved, whatever
we agree to do to keep the
community safe, we're
committed to it.”

The two boards dis-
cussed various issues,
saw a presentation on
the status of Pittsboro’s
Granular Activated Car-
bon (GAC) project, talked
about grants and more.

Communication is key

The meeting began
with updates from each
of the municipalities
on solutions for water
quality issues and plans
to implement them.

Pittsboro Commis-
sioner Kyle Shipp, who
led most of Thursday’s
discussions, provided
Greensboro’s commis-
sioners with updates
about Pittsboro’s water
system, including the
plans to merge wastewa-
ter systems with Sanford.
He said the announce-
ment of VinFast’s arrival
to Chatham has accel-
erated the need to find
solutions to the town’s
water woes.

“VinFast is going to
have a lot of water and
wastewater needs,” Shipp
said. “We (Sanford and
Pittsboro) are going to be
able to help with that.”

The Sanford-Pittsboro
partnership would allow
the two municipalities to
“regionalize the public
water and wastewater
utility systems of the
town of Pittsboro,”
including water treat-
ment plants, distribution,
wastewater treatment
and public wastewater
collection infrastructure,
he said.

Shipp also shared that
Pittsboro is now labeled
as a ‘“distressed utility”
by the N.C. Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Quality, which
would allow Pittsboro to
accept additional funding
from the state to improve
its water infrastructure.

Shipp said the “dis-
tressed” label is based on
data the state collected
in 2020, but the town has
made changes to its water
infrastructure since then.
However, he feels it’s “stra-
tegic” to accept the desig-
nation as a way to increase
funds for Pittsboro’s water
treatment plant.

“In another town, it
would not be a welcome
designation, necessar-
ily,” Shipp told those

gathered. “But we think
where we’re at with the
regionalization process
and with utility projects
in progress, this is set
to be the opportunity to
qualify for funding and
receive help for what
we’re already working
on.”

Borgers talked about
Greensboro’s efforts to
improve dialogue with
Pittsboro and other mu-
nicipalities when chem-
ical discharges occur,
including the implemen-
tation of a new communi-
cations protocol.

“It is used to maintain
lines of communication
and opens them up even
further to share import-
ant information as it re-
lates to our operations,”
Borgers said.

The communication
protocol added Pitts-
boro officials and Town
Manager Chris Kennedy
and water utilities staff as
first contacts if Greens-
boro’s water treatment
plants discharge chemi-
cals such as 1,4-Dioxane.

In addition to creating
the protocol, Borgers
also offered an apology to
Pittsboro for the multiple
discharges from Greens-
boro’s water treatment
facility.

“Imean it when I say
your customers are just
as important as ours
because it’s our commu-
nity,” he said. “I want to
express my concern and
apologize for the impact
this has had on your
customers.”

GAC progress and
grant funding

Pittsboro brought in
construction company
CDM Smith Engineer Bill
Dowbiggin to present on
the town’s new granular
activated carbon (GAC)
treatment to filter out
PFAS, PFOA and PFOS,
other likely human car-
cinogens.

“The brand-new sys-
tem is almost online and
is on track to be online
by the end of the month,”
he said.

Dowboggin explained
to the two boards how the
carbon works — water
flows through the GAC,
removing the PFAS as the
water trickles through.

He also said the GAC
system is just the first
phase of modifications
planned for Pittsboro’s
water plant. Dowbiggin
said some infrastructure

to treat 1,4-Dioxane could
be in the works in the fu-
ture if funds were made
available.

Pittsboro Engineer
Kent Jackson commented
on the funding, saying
the town is working on
applying for some grants
and loans to help fund fu-
ture water infrastructure
projects.

The town applied for
a $11.6 million grant to
help make more improve-
ments to the town’s water
treatment plant, but
was only approved for
$550,000.

“They had initially
communicated to us that
we were approved for
the $11.6 million in their
preliminary recommen-
dations,” Jackson said.
“However, that changed
when we were funded
$4.45 million for our sew-
er system, so with that
particular grant, there’s
a $5 million cap, so that’s
why we got the $550,000.”

Jackson suggested
the two towns should
apply for grants jointly
in hopes they can both
receive more funding to
better the two municipal
treatment plants. Greens-
boro’s Borgers voiced
his support to work with
Pittsboro to try to receive
more funds.

“You have really
piqued my interest,
especially with this joint
application,” Borgers
said. “It helps us as far
as compliance (with the
SOC) and getting on
the path where we help
those communities. I am
definitely interested to
explore further.”

Post-meeting
reaction

Emily Sutton, the
Haw River Assembly’s
riverkeeper, attended the
meeting. She said she
was cautiously optimistic
about the discussion.

“I’'m encouraged that
Pittsboro has finally
taken this step after
years of community
outpouring and pushing
them to do this work to
protect communities,”
Sutton said. “Greensboro
came to the table today to
discuss whether it was a
viable option for them to
partner, too, and invest in
1,4-Dioxane treatment as
well.”

While she was encour-
aged by the joint meeting,
Sutton felt the proposed
changes weren’t enough

to combat the damage
pollutants caused to Pitts-
boro. She said she wants
the state to do more to
crack down on the in-
dustries that continue to
discharge pollutants into
the Haw.

“The state needs to

hold those wastewater
treatment plants account-
able in their discharge
permits to therefore put
the responsibility back
on the individual dis-
chargers at the industrial
user level,” Sutton said.
“So Greensboro, includ-

ed, needs to be holding all
of those industrial users
accountable.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @HeedenTay-
lor.

529 Plans:
Underused But Valuable

In just a few weeks, students will be
heading off to college — and parents will
be getting out their checkbooks. Without a
college-bound student in your home right
now, you might not be thinking much about
tuition and other higher education expenses,
but if you have young children, these costs
may eventually be of concern — so how
should you prepare for them?

It’s never too soon to start saving and
investing. Unfortunately, many people
think that they have a lot of “catching
up” to do. In fact, nearly half of Ameri-
cans say they don’t feel like they’re
saving enough to cover future education
expenses, according to a 2022 survey
conducted by financial services firm
Edward Jones with Morning Consult, a
global research company.

Of course, it’s not always easy to set
aside money for college when you'’re al-
ready dealing with the high cost of living,
and, at the same time, trying to save and
invest for retirement. Still, even if you can
only devote relatively modest amounts for
your children’s education, these contri-
butions can add up over time. But where
should you put your money?

Personal savings accounts are the top
vehicle Americans are using for their edu-
cation funding strategies, according to the
Edward Jones/Morning Consult survey.
But there are other options, one of which is
a 529 plan, which may offer more attractive
features, including the following:

e Possible tax benefits — If you invest
in a 529 education savings plan, your earn-
ings can grow federally income tax-free,
provided the money is used for qualified
education expenses. (Withdrawals not used
for these expenses will generally incur taxes
and penalties on investment earnings.) If
you invest in your own state’s 529 plan,
you may receive state tax benefits, too,
depending on the state.

o Flexibility in naming the beneficiary —
As the owner of the 529 plan, you can name
anyone you want as the beneficiary. You can

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP® ChFC®, CLU®
630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Penguin Place Pittsboro
Eric C Williams, AAMS®
114 Russet Run Suite 120

919-542-3020

Siler City
Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St

919-663-1051 Suite 103

919-960-6119

edwardjones.com

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®
50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Kevin C Maley, AAMS®
984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Fearrington
Kathy Brommage, CFP®
190 Chatham Downs Drive

Member SIPC

also change the beneficiary. If your eldest
child foregoes college, you can name a
younger sibling or another eligible relative.

* Support for non-college programs —
Even if your children don’t want to
go to college, it doesn’t mean they’re
uninterested in any type of postsecon-
dary education or training. And a 529 plan
can pay for qualified expenses at trade
or vocational schools, including appren-
ticeship programs registered withthe U.S.
Department of Labor.

* Payment of student loans — A 529
plan can help pay off federal or private
student loans, within limits.

Keep in mind that state-by-state tax
treatment varies for different uses of
529 plans, so you’ll want to consult with
your tax professional before putting a plan
in place.

Despite these and other benefits, 529
plans are greatly under-utilized. Only
about 40% of Americans even recognize
the 529 plan as an education savings tool,
and only 13% are actually using it, again
according to the Edward Jones/Morning
Consult study.

But as the cost of college and other
postsecondary programs continues to rise,
it will become even more important for
parents to find effective ways to save for
their children’s future education expenses.
So, consider how a 529 plan can help you
and your family. And the sooner you get
started, the better.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Investors should understand the risks
involved of owning investments. The value
of investments fluctuates and investors
can lose some or all of their principal.

Pittsboro

Lee Shanklin, AAMS®
120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Chapel Hill
Jessica L Villagrana
180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Join the Chatham
County Council on
Aging and Chatham
Health Alliance for a

CHATHAM
COUNTY COMMUNITY
RESOURCE HUB

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6.

GOLDSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
PARKING LOT

10 AAM. TO 1P.M.

Come out for free
food, demonstrations
from Chatham County
Cooperative Extension and
schedule your COVID-19
vaccination appointments!

N COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION

@ N.C. AsT NC STATE
STATE UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY
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the corner of U.S. Hwy. 64
and East Third Street in
Siler City, Mountaire also
has a processing plant in
Lumber Bridge.

Mills’ position is an
important one, bridging
communications between
Mountaire and a number
of groups: employees,
community leaders, elect-
ed officials, farmers, local
churches, charity organi-
zations and chambers of
commerce.

“My job is literally to
create relationships for
Mountaire,” Mills said,
who started in the role on
July 11.

‘Not in it for one
thing’

Mills grew up down
the road in Asheboro and
attended Southwestern
Randolph High School,
where he played foot-
ball and was in Future
Farmers of America. He
graduated from Wingate
University in 2021 with a
degree in sports man-
agement and marketing,
originally planning to
become an athletic ad-
ministrator.

But he ended up taking
a different route, instead
working in politics short-
ly after graduation.

Prior to taking up
the Mountaire position,
he worked for U.S. Rep.
Dan Bishop (R-N.C. 9th
District) and U.S. Rep.
Richard Hudson (R-N.C.
8th District) as an intern
and field representative,
respectively. He also
worked on the successful
primary campaigns for
Christian Castelli and Bo
Hines, two GOP candi-
dates for the U.S. House
of Representatives.

It’s this background in
politics that Cathy Bas-
sett, Mountaire’s corpo-
rate director of commu-
nication and community
relations, believes will
help Mills succeed.

“The legislative process
itself is an interesting
one,” she said. “And it’s
very helpful to have folks
who have that under-
standing of that process,
and how elected officials
work and interact, and
ways in which we can
work together and share
with them how important
our industry is, and what
we do to give back.”

Bassett described Mills
as a people person.

“He’s certainly famil-
iar with how to interact
with the community and
figure out what’s im-
portant and how we can
build those relationships
with the right folks in the
community to make sure
that we're giving back,
and that we’re participat-
ing in the most important
things that are going on
in Chatham County and
beyond,” she said.

Mills learned about
the Mountaire position
through his friend Sarah
Duncan, who recently
held the post and also had
a background in politics.

“She mentioned to me,
‘Hey, this company is
hiring. It’s close to you.
And it’s community and
government relations,
you know, you should
give them a shot,”” he
recalled.

Bassett spent time
helping Mills get adjusted
over the past few weeks,
ensuring he got a chance
to meet key employees
and better understand
the company’s culture.

“He’s young, but he’s a
great listener,” she said.
“And he’s a fast learner.”

Both Bassett and Mills
highlighted Mountaire’s
philanthropic work in the
community as part of the
company’s larger focus.
The company sponsors
local charitable efforts
and recently paid $15,000
for a new speaker system
for Jordan-Matthews
High School’s athletic
department.

In addition to fostering
relations with commu-
nity members, Mills said
part of his job entails
attending local govern-
ment and state agricul-

Staff photo by Bill Horner Il

Cam Mills is Mountaire Farms’ new community
and government relations manager in Chatham
County. He works from Mountaire’s offices in Siler

City.

ture meetings, where he
may be called on for the
occasional presentation.
He’s already got a
packed schedule; his
plans include attend-
ing the Sept. 11 Flat-
woods Parade during
the Flatwoods Festival,
hosted by the Tri-County
Ruritan Club in Bennett,
N.C., and the Chatham
Chamber of Commerce’s
upcoming Business After
Hours event on Aug. 25.
“Wherever we have
a base of operations,
whether it’s Siler City or
Lumber Bridge, or the
hatchery, or farmers, we
want to let those com-
munities, those workers,
those people that eat our
chicken [and] enjoy our
product — we’re just not
in it for one thing,” he
said. “We’re in it to help
people and help our com-
munities.”

Community
expectations

From farmers and
plant workers to con-
sumers and government
officials, the poultry in-
dustry has a lot of stake-
holders, and Mountaire is
no different.

“The chicken business
is a fascinating business,”
Bassett said. “And so
there’s a lot of moving
parts to it, from the
breeder farms that we
have out in Statesville,
North Carolina, to all of
our independent contrac-
tor growers to making
sure we get the birds
to the plant, and then
getting them out to the
different markets where
we sell our products.”

Ilana Dubester is the
executive director and
founder of the Hispanic
Liaison, a nonprofit based
in Chatham County that
helps connect the local
Hispanic community and
other groups, including
government agencies and
law enforcement.

Statewide, the Liaison
has advocated for work-
ers’ rights. Most recently,
the N.C. Justice Center,
American Civil Liberties
Union of North Carolina
and Charlotte Center for
Legal Advocacy filed an
administrative complaint
on behalf of the Hispan-
ic Liaison against N.C.
Dept. of Commerce’s
Division of Employment
Security, alleging inade-
quate access to language
services, specifically
regarding unemployment
benefits.

When it comes to
Mountaire, Dubester said
she is looking forward to
meeting Mills and hopes
to engage in open com-
munication with him.

“I hope to have,
going forward, a more
open relationship with
[Mountaire] in terms of
community education,”
Dubester said. “So we’ve
done a lot of communi-
cation around COVID,
and outreach and clinics
and things like that. And
I would love to be able to
spread the word to their
workers about some of
our initiatives.”

She noted this was the
first year that Mountaire
is sponsoring the Hispan-
ic Heritage Fiesta, which
is hosted by the Liaison.
This year, the event will
be held on Sept. 17, and

will feature donations
from Mountaire, includ-
ing chickens the organi-
zation plans to use to help
feed volunteers.

Having a contact with
the company is always
helpful, she said, partic-
ularly when issues arise
that require a conversa-
tion.

Specifically, Dubester
cited recent matters
the company has come
under fire for, including
allegations from workers
at Mountaire’s Lumber
Bridge facility about
exposure to toxic chem-
icals. In February, N.C.
Occupational Safety and
Health fined Mountaire
for failing to provide
employees with adequate
training and protective
equipment — citations
the company has disput-
ed and appealed.

Dubester mentioned
that it has been helpful
to have regular meetings
and visits with Moun-
taire’s community and
government relations
managers over the years.
This was particularly
true in 2018, she said,
when the Liaison ne-
gotiated on behalf of
residents facing eviction
from a mobile home park
that was to be cleared for
expansion of the compa-
ny’s Siler City plant.

“Having that avenue
of communication with
the community relations
manager — it was more
brief at the time — was
really critical, both for
the company and for us,
and for the communi-
ty,” she said. “Because
we could sit down and
negotiate and talk about
things. And so that’s
what we’re looking
forward to, to have
somebody that we can
talk to.”

Mountaire also faced
criticism during the
pandemic for not publicly
sharing updates about
the number of COVID-19
cases among workers.

Mills said though he
can’t speak to a lack
of transparency in the
past, the company has
taken measures during
the pandemic to protect
its employees, such as
encouraging them to get
vaccinated and using bar-
riers at work stations.

As he continues in his
role, Mills hopes to take
some time to continue to
meet and build relation-
ships within Mountaire
as well, with those
working in the processing
plant. He wants to know
who he’s representing,
he said.

“I think that’s step one
is just getting to know
them and what their
concerns are, and what
they’re happy with, and
what we can work on,”
Mills said.

Ultimately, he wants
people to feel like they
can reach out to him
with the positives and the
negatives.

“I want our community
to feel comfortable,” he
said.

Cam Mills can be
reached at cmills@moun-
taire.com.

Reporter Maydha De-
varajan can be reached at
mdevarajan@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter @
maydhadevarajan.
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OBITUARIES
JOHN ED MATTHEWS
JONATHAN DIRCK MARTIN MAYE WILLETT CHEEK May 5, 1938 ~ July 20, 2022

August 1, 1962 ~ July 11, 2022

Jonathan Dirck Martin, 59, died
Saturday, July 11, 2022, at his home
in Chatham County, North Carolina.

He was the first child born to Rev.
Alfred Clark Martin and Mrs. Diane
Sadler Martin on August 1, 1962,
in Charlottesville, Virginia. Dirck
is survived by his two daughters,
Hannah Avery Martin, Mallory
Clark Martin of Richmond, Virgin-
ia, and grandson, Brayden Michael
Dawson of South Boston, Virginia.
Dirck is also survived by his mother, Diane Sadler Martin,
of Topping, Virginia, and his eight siblings, Elizabeth M.
Burfiend and husband Eric of Richmond, Laura D. Martin
and companion, George Athas of Richmond, B. Kyle Martin
of Richmond, A. Brian Martin of Richmond, Heather Swift
and husband Doug of Hudson, Ohio, C. Bruce Martin and
wife Sirlei of Athens, Ohio, Finley L. Martin, of Roanoke,
Virginia, and Anna Maas and husband Ben, of Warrenton,
Virginia. He is survived by a host of nieces and nephews, his
former wife, Lysaundra C. Jones, and former mother-in-law,
Rachel A. Smith, both of South Boston.

Dirck was preceded in death by his father, Rev. Alfred
Clark Martin of Yorktown, Virginia, his paternal grandpar-
ents, Dr. John W. Martin and Mrs. Blanche Clark Martin
of Yorktown, and his maternal grandparents, Judge Robert
Watson Sadler and Mrs. Elizabeth Dey Sadler of Charlottes-
ville.

Dirck spent his young childhood in Kenbridge, Virginia,
and later moved with his family to Halifax, Virginia, where
his father was a minister of St. John’s Episcopal Church on
Mountain Road from 1965-1993. There he gained a life-long
appreciation of church, family, and friends. Dirck graduated
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with
a bachelor’s degree in 1992. He lived in Chapel Hill for the
remainder of his life, as he loved the creativity and kindness
of the area. Dirck was employed at Big Valley Auto as a
mechanic and worked with several local landscaping compa-
nies until he developed his skill in stone and rock masonry.
He ran his own business, Everlasting Stone Masonry, until
his death.

Dirck enjoyed vegetable and flower gardening, playing the
trumpet, guitar, and harmonica. He loved dancing, attend-
ing music festivals, tie-dyeing, and making friends along his
adventures. Most of all he loved sharing his zest for life with
his children, grandson, family, and friends. He shared his
vegetables with his family and friends and often shared his
homemade canning, breads, and pies.

Dirck shared his belief in God and his positive outlook on
life with everyone he met along his way. He traveled to Costa
Rica, Jamaica, Amsterdam, China Tibet, Nepal Thailand,
Mexico and Guatemala. He enjoyed visiting friends and fam-
ily throughout the United States spending time in nature. He
quickly became friends with everyone he met.

Funeral services are planned for Saturday, July 30, 2022, at
St. John’s Episcopal Church on Mountain Road in Halifax,
Virginia, at 1 p.m. with a reception to follow in the church
undercroft. In lieu of flowers, please consider a local charity
close to your heart, as Dirck supported several local chari-
ties in Chapel Hill, and tithed to several nature conservation
groups.

February 4, 1932 ~ June 25, 2022

Maye Willett Cheek, 90, of Siler
City, went to be with her Lord and
Savior on Monday, July 25, 2022.

Mrs. Cheek was born in Chatham
County on February 4, 1932, the
daughter of James Robert and Rosa
Brewer Willett.

Maye was a faithful member at
Edward Hill Friend’s Meeting where
she held many titles. She sang in the
Church Choir, taught the Kinder-
garten Sunday School Class, and
attended the Edward Hill Friends Meeting Youth Group.

In addition, she also was the church reporter, helping with
finances and the cemetery committee. Prior to meeting her
husband, she worked for Kellwood Company, and also at the
Fabric Center. Maye made her and her family’s clothing, she
was an excellent seamstress. She loved cooking for the fam-
ily, baking and sewing. Maye had an amazing rose garden,
and enjoyed vegetable gardening out at Howard and Faye
Brooks’ home. In addition to her parents, she is preceded in
death by her sisters, twin, Faye Brooks, Alene Perkins and
Estelle Swaim; and brothers, Howard and Coy Willett.

The family will receive friends on Friday, July 29, 2022,
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 N.
Second Ave., Siler City. A funeral service will be held at 11
a.m. on Saturday, July 30, 2022, at Edward Hill Friends Meet-
ing, 92 Ed Leonard Rd., Siler City, with Josh Conrad officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in the church cemetery.

She is survived by her husband of 67 years, Charles J.
Cheek; daughter, Phyllis Cheek Kondor and husband Paul
of Cary; and grandchildren Wendy and Robin Krieg.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Youth
Group at Edward Hill Friends Meeting, 92 Ed Leonard Rd.,
Siler City, NC 27344.

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-
fh.com

SHELIA AMOS ASHLEY

In the early hours of July 24, 2022,
Shelia Amos Ashley passed away
at Cambridge Hills Assisted Living
in Pittsboro, after a long battle with
dementia.

She is survived by her daughters,
Misty Peeler, Beverly Phillips, and
grandchildren, Matthew, Anna
Grace, Aaron, Samantha, Autumn,
Tess, and Jake.

Shelia is preceded in death by her
husband, Jesse Fowler, and brother,
Richard Amos.

She loved teaching dance and exercise classes, as well as
rescuing and spending time with her cats and gardening.
Shelia touched many lives and will be greatly missed by all.

LORETTA BARNES BINKLEY

March 8, 1956 ~ July 16, 2022

Loretta Barnes Binkley, 66, of Siler
City, passed away on Saturday, July
16, 2022, at her home.

Mrs. Binkley was born in Moore
County on March 8, 1956, the daugh-
ter of Albert and Nettie Heaton
Barnes. Loretta was the middle
child out of 11. She was previously
employed with Collins & Aikman,
until becoming the owner/operator
of Scooter’s Cafe for over 20 years
before retirement. Loretta loved an-
imals of any kind. She cherished taking care of her family
and her husband Larry. Loretta also loved anything to do
with Elvis. In addition to her father Albert Barnes, she is
preceded in death by her sisters, Ruby Johnson, Geraldine
Hall; and grandson, Nathan Andrew Meece.

She is survived by her husband of 27 years, Larry W. Bin-
kley; daughter, Susan “Suzie” Meece of Bonlee; son, Tommy
W. Meece of Rockingham; mother, Nettie Heaton Barnes of
Siler City; sisters, Shirley Johnson of Dunn, Robin Hogan
of Siler City, and Louise Robinson of Robbins; brothers,
Albert Barnes Jr. of Troy, Timmy Barnes of Bear Creek,
Roy Barnes of Robbins, Wayne and Marty Barnes, both of
Siler City; and grandsons Wyatt and Jared Allred, who are
currently serving in the U.S. Navy stationed in Mayport,
Florida.

The family will receive friends on Friday, July 29, 2022,
from 11 a.m. tol2 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home,
230 N. Second Ave., Siler City, followed by the funeral service
at 12 p.m. with Rev. Bob Lovette and Rev. Donnie Nuttall offi-
ciating. Burial will be at 4 p.m. at Richmond Memorial Park

ROSE LORRAINE BLOXSOM JOHNSON

February 21, 1942 ~ July 16, 2022

Rose Lorraine Bloxsom Johnson, 80, died July 16, 2022, at
UNC Hospitals.

Ms. Johnson was born February 21, 1942, in Alamance
County to William Howard Bloxsom Sr. and Vera Helen
Trout. She was a member of Center United Methodist
Church. Rose was a graduate of Eli Whitney High School.
For seven years she worked at Blue Cross and Blue Shield,
and many years at Chatham Hospital, but her longest
calling was as a dispatcher for the Siler City Police Depart-
ment, retiring from there after 23 1/2 years. Rose loved Elvis
Presley and her dog, which she named Elvis.

In addition to her parents Ms. Johnson was preceded in
death by a brother, three sisters, three nieces and a nephew.
She was also preceded by her daughter-in-law, Karen Johnson.

Rose is survived by her two sons: Barry S. Johnson Sr. and
wife Penny of Snow Camp, and Keith Johnson of Graham;
three grandchildren, Scott Johnson, Kyle Johnson and
wife Katie, and Taylor Johnson; three great-grandchildren,
Kennedy, Kloie and Blair; two nieces, and numerous great
nieces and nephews.

The family will receive friends on Friday, July 22, 2022, at
1 p.m. at Smith and Buckner Funeral Home with a memorial
service following at 2 p.m. with Rev. Joseph Park and Rev.
Wendy Bishop officiating.

The family would like to say a special thank you to Ms.
Johnson’s caregivers Connie Ferguson and Amy Ramsey,
along with all the nurses from Home Health.

Smith and Buckner Funeral home is assisting the John-
son family.

Condolences maybe made at www.smithbucknerfh.com.

aspca.org/.

fh.com.

Cemetery, Hwy. 74 East, Rockingham, N.C.
Memorials may be made to the ASPCA, https://www.

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-

ROBERT ‘BOB’ ALLEN
SHEPHERD

May 5, 1940 ~ July 19, 2022

Robert “Bob” Allen Shep-
herd, 82, of Moncure passed
away on Tuesday, July 19, 2022,
at his home.

The family received friends
at 5:30 p.m. with a memorial
service following at 6:30 p.m. on
Friday, July 22, 2022, at the Cha-
tham United Methodist Church,
with Pastor Danny Berrier and
Rev. Ed Earp officiating.

Bob was the son of Robert
and Almeda Thomes Shepherd,
who preceded him in death,
along with one brother, Jim
Shepherd. After high school,
he joined the U.S. Navy. After
the military, he worked in the
coal mines of West Virginia, in
construction, installing guard-
rails and landscapes and with

the postal service.

Bob is survived by his wife,
Frances Reeves, of the home;
sons, Thad Shepherd, of Nun-
da, N.Y., and Elvis Shepherd of
Columbus, Ohio; daughters,
Kim S. Marshall of Thom-
asville, Ramona Shepherd,
Fonnie Jean Shepherd, and
Laurie Shepherd, all of Dans-
ville, N.Y.; two step-daughters,
Darlene R. Warren of Chapel
Hill, Sheila Reeves of Fuquay
Varina; 15 grandchildren, 23
great-grandchildren, four
step-grandchildren and ten
step-great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to PACE, 163 Cha-
tham Business Dr., Pittsboro,
N.C. 27312.

Online condolence can be
made to www.smithfuneral-
homemoncure.com.

KAZUKO KOYANATSU
FRADEL

February 29, 1936 ~ July 11,
2022

Kazuko Koyanatsu Fradel,
86, of New Hill passed away on
Monday, July 11, 2022, at her
home.

Her funeral service was
held at 2 p.m., Monday, July
25, 2022, at Sandhills State
Veteran Cemetery with the
Rev. Ed Earp officiating.
Burial followed in the Sand-
hills State Veterans Ceme-
tery.

She was born in Saga
Ken, Japan, the daughter of
Sakae and Chisa Yamagu-
chi Koyanatsu. Kazuko was
preceded in death by her
parents and her husband,
Michael Fradel.

Surviving are her sons,
Michael J. Fradel of Ana-
heim, California, Donald J.
“Don” Fradel of the home
and Robert A. “Bob” Fradel
of Vacaville, California;
sister, Fumiko K. Kawamu-
ra of Japan; brother, Ky-
oshi Koyanatsu of Japan;
nine grandchildren, and 11
great-grandchildren.

Online condolences can be
made at www.smithfuneral-
homemoncure.com.

MARTHA LOU LUCK
November 5, 1950 ~ July 22, 2022
Martha Lou Luck, 71, passed

away on Friday, July 22, 2022.
A memorial service was held

on Tuesday, July 26, 2022, at

11 a.m. at Flat Springs Baptist

Church with Rev. Dr. Gary

McCollough officiating.

She was born in Lee County
to the late Joseph Alvie Luck
Sr. and Evlyeen Dawkins Luck.

She is survived by her
daughter, Amanda Luck Frye
of Sanford; and a brother, Jo-
seph A. Luck Jr. of Sanford.

Memorials can be made to
C.A.R.A., 42 Deep River Rd.,
Sanford, N.C. 27330.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

John Ed Matthews, age 84,
of Sanford, passed away on
Wednesday, July 20, 2022, at his
home.

The funeral service was held
at Emmanuel Baptist Church
11 a.m. with Pastor Mike Gar-
ner and Pastor Terry Pleasants
officiating. Burial followed
in St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church Cemetery.

He was the son of Alton Page
Matthews and Elsie Myrtle
Calcutt Matthews. In addition
to his parents, he was preced-
ed in death by two brothers,
Julius Matthews and Ralph
Matthews. John Ed owned and
operated a backhoe service and
farmed in the same community
all his life.

Matthews is survived by
his wife of 66 years, Mildred,;
sons, Randy Matthews of
Sanford, Banjo Matthews of
Sanford and Dexter Matthews
of Carthage; a sister, Sarah
Margaret Wicker of Sanford;
three grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

CHARLES ‘CHARLIFE’
KIGER

March 3, 1951 ~ July 2, 2022

Charles “Charlie” Kiger, 71,
passed away July 23, 2022, at
FirstHealth Moore Regional
Hospital.

A celebration of his life will
be held at a later date.

Charlie was the son of the
late Charles and Annabelle
Kern Kiger. He served as a
sergeant in the Marine Corps,
including two tours of duty in
Vietnam. After that, he was
a police officer in Anadarko,
Oklahoma, and then, realized
his passion as a long haul
trucker.

He is survived by his wife of
30 years, Cindy; son, Tristan
Kiger of Cameron; daughter,
April Kiger of Denver, Colo-
rado; brother, Gary Kiger of
Wisconsin,; sister, Leanna Hood
of Florida and two grandchil-
dren.

In lieu of flowers, consider
donations to Bridges-Cameron
Funeral Home, 600 W. Main St.,
Sanford, N.C. 27332 to assist the
family with funeral expenses.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

DONALD LEE BRAY

February 3, 1975 ~ July 18,
2022

Donald Lee Bray, 47, of Siler
City, passed away on Monday,
July 18, 2022, at Duke Universi-
ty Hospital.

A memorial service will be
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, July
30, 2022, at Brush Creek Baptist
Church with Rev. Frank Taylor
and Rev. Shannon Petty pre-
siding. The family will receive
friends at the church from 1
to 1:45 p.m. Casual attire is
requested. Joyce-Brady Chapel
will be open from 1 to 5 p.m. on
Friday, July 29, for friends to
sign the register.

Donald was born in Lee
County to June and Bobby
Bray. He was a truck driver. He
was preceded in death by his
mother, June Thomas Bray.

Donald is survived by his
wife, Sara Neal Bray, of the
home; children, Hunter Birx
Bray and Madyson Leigh
Bray, both of the home; father,
Bobby Ray Bray of Siler City;
sisters, Brandy Bray Brewer
of Goldston and Brittney Ann
McGeachy of Siler City; and
brother, Dwight David Bray of
Siler City.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to SECU, 1131
N. Glenn Ave., Siler City, N.C.
27344, payable to Sara N. Bray.

Condolences may be offered
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

Joyce-Brady Chapel is hon-
ored to serve the Bray Family.

See OBITUAIRES, page A9

(CHATHAM

Charles
Campbell

=

MONUMENT CO.

Greg
Campbell

Quality Monuments At Affordable Prices
Phone: 663-3120

Over 50 years experience designing, lettering and erecting
monuments in Siler City and surrounding area.
L Opposite Smith & Buckner Funeral Home y
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MASON IANNARONE Friday, July 22, 2022, at Central started making offers, but

August 1, 1930 ~ July 21, 2022  Carolina Hospital in Sanford. ours stuck.” TRIANGLE

Sarah Catherine Mason A memorial service was held The house Closings 5005 4311 ‘_13 =
Iannarone passed away on July on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at had been listed . ' ’ ’
21, 2022, at home in Chattanoo- 2 p.m., at Holly Springs Baptist in the 2021 Pa- Median SaEHD 421,757 TS
ga, Tennessee. Church with Rev. Scott Yow, rade of Homes, Home Price ' '

A Celebration of Life will Rev. Jerry Parsons and Rev. which attracted Average p—— — - mh
be held Friday, July 29, 2022, Eddie Thomas officiating. would-be buy- Home Price ’ ’ ’
at 2 p.m., at Bridges-Cameron She was the daughter of the ers. The Realtor.
Funeral Home, Sanford. Inter-  late Robert and Mary Lee Bry- com website and
ment will follow at Spring Hill  ant, who preceded her in death. other sites list MAY 2021 APRIL 2022
United Methodist Church Cem- Ann was a member of Holly the sale price for
etery in Lillington. Visitation ~ Springs Baptist Church. the 2,731-square- | Saonmy
will be held Friday from noon Surviving is her husband, foot home at
until the service hour at Bridg- James Womack of the home; $600,000. Closings 163 103 “36-8%
es-Cameron Funeral Home. sons, Kevin Womack of Broad- Mike is a Median

Catherine is survived by her ~ way, and Jason Womack of Howard firefighter HomePrice 473300 gh20i580 3”"#
family, Phil Iannarone and Lillington; brother, E.C. Bryant with the Apex P
Leecy Davis, both of Chatta- of Davidson; and two grand- Fire Department. Beci is Home Price $519,775 $749,343

nooga; two granddaughters;
one sister, Margie Kelly of
Sanford.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, Carmen, her
parents, Claude Mason and
Leecy Holder Mason Gilmore,
her brothers, Willis, Fletcher,
Britton, Ross, and Grady Ma-
son, and sister, Janice Herring.

Visit the online obituary,
www.heritagechattanooga.com.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home,
Sanford.

CALVIN EUGENE PERSON

Calvin Eugene Person, 58,
of Sanford, passed away on
Monday, July 18, 2022, at his
residence.

Funeral services were held
Sunday, July 24, 2022, at Knotts
Funeral Home with burial
following at 3:30 p.m. at Minter
Cemetery.

JONATHAN WILLIAM
KELLAM

Mr. Jonathan William
Kellam, 50, of Yadkinville,
passed away on Saturday, July
16, 2022, at Central Carolina
Hospital in Sanford.

Services entrusted to Knotts
Funeral Home, Sanford.

WADE LEE CRUMP, SR.

February 3, 1949 ~ July 19,
2022

Wade Lee Crump, Sr., 73, of
Moncure passed away Tuesday,
July 19, 2022 at Sanford Health
and Rehab.

Professional services
entrusted to Knotts Funeral
Home, Sanford.

CALVIN EUGENE PERSON

Calvin Eugene Person, 58,
of Sanford, passed away on
Monday, July 18, 2022, at his
residence.

Professional services
entrusted to Knotts Funeral
Home.

children.

Online condolences can be
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

ARLENE CRAM

Arlene Cram, 79, passed
away on July 20, 2022, in Vir-
ginia Beach, Virginia. Please
visit www.vacremationsociety.
com for full obituary and to
offer condolences.

YENIFER JASMIN ARAUJO

Yenifer Jasmin Araujo
Lopez, 17, passed away on
Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at her
residence in Richmond County.

The family gathering was
held Saturday, July 23, 2022,
at Knotts Funeral Home in
Sanford.

TERRY LEE WILLIAMS

July 25, 1952 ~ July 14, 2022.

Terry Lee Williams, 69,
of Sanford, passed away on
Thursday, July 14, 2022, at Cen-
tral Carolina Hospital

He was the son of Everett
and Georgia Hubbard Wil-
liams.

The funeral was held at 2
p.m. Saturday, July 23, 2022, at
Knotts Funeral Home.

SEDONIA MAE
(JENNINGS) SMITH

Sedonia Mae (Jennings)
Smith, 87, of Sanford, passed
away on Sunday, July 17, 2022,
at Liberty Commons Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center.

The funeral service was held
at noon on Saturday, July 23,
2022, at Mt. Nebo FWB Church
in Sanford.

GEORGE WESLEY
PARRISH

George Wesley Parrish, 81,
of Chapel Hill, passed away
on Wednesday, July 13, 2022,
at The Laurels of Chatham in
Pittsboro.

Funeral services were held
at noon on Thursday, July
21, 2022, at St. Joseph CME
Church.

HONORS

SCHOOL HONORS
GRADUATES

ROCHESTER INSTITUTE
OF TECHNOLOGY

William Key of Pittsboro
graduated from Rochester
Institute of Technology in
Rochester, N.Y., with a BFA in

industrial design.

DEANS LIST

ITHACA COLLEGE

Winter Faulkner of Pittsboro
has been named to Dean’s List
status during the Spring 2022
semester at Ithaca College in
Ithaca, N.Y.

NEWS BRIEFS

Chatham Community
Library to present
live musical ‘Being

Bilingual RocksY’

PITTSBORO — Families
with children of all ages are
invited to a celebration of love,
acceptance, diversity and lan-
guage in Spanish and English
in a live musical performance
of “Being Bilingual Rocks!”

The performance is at 10:30
a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 13, at
Chatham Community Library
in Pittsboro. This event will
be held in the Holmes Meeting
Room and is free and open to
the public.

“Being Bilingual Rocks!” is
an interactive, one-of-a-kind
experience created by Parents’
Choice Award winners Alina
Celeste and Mi Amigo Hamlet.
They weave an eclectic blend
of original and traditional
songs from Latin America,
taking kids and families on a
musical journey through a mix
of contemporary rumba-fla-
menco, Caribbean beats and
bluegrass. Attendees will sing,
dance and learn Spanish and
English in a joyful blend of

cultures, sound and language.
For more information, indi-
viduals may contact Chatham
Community Library Youth
Services at youth.services@
chathamlibraries.org. People
also may visit the website
for Chatham County Public
Libraries at www.chathamli-
braries.org for information on
this and other library events
and program.

Celebrated author
Jason Mott to speak
at fall Chatham
Literacy event

PITTSBORO — Jason
Mott, author of the national
best-seller “Hell of a Book,”
will be the keynote speaker at
Chatham Literacy’s Fall for
Literacy Luncheon.

It’s set for 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, Nov. 5, where a book sign-
ing will follow. All proceeds
will benefit Chatham Literacy.

Tickets, which are $75 per
person, will be available begin-
ning Sept. 1 at www.chatham-
literacy.org or 919-742-0578.

—CN+R staff reports

sales support for Principled
Technologies and works in
sales and marketing for All
Star Bikes in Cary. The couple
was living in a townhouse in
Apex and wanted more space
with a yard for their dogs,
which they breed and show.
They also sought a new home
within 45 minutes of Apex
that was not part of a home-
owner’s association.

It was a daunting process.

When they decided to put
their 2,500-square-foot Apex
townhouse on the market,
they posted a “coming soon”
sign on a Friday. By Sunday,
someone had put an offer on
it, sight unseen. According
to realtor websites, it sold for
$400,000.

Then they faced mounting
pressure to find a new home
to move into.

“Many of the re-sell homes
we bid on were sold before we
could even make an offer,”
Mike said. “We lost out on
three or four different houses
because we were outbid.”

The house they bought was
new construction, situated
just outside Chatham Forest.

Offers over list price

The Beasleys’ experience
is typical of the Chatham
County housing market, local
realtors say.

Kris Howard, the owner
of Chatham Homes Realty,
recalled a client who put gen-
erous offers on seven houses,
and none were accepted.

“My client was willing to
pay $50,000 in due diligence
and offering $50,000 over the
list price, and wasn’t getting
the houses,” she said.

Then the client sweetened
the pot with $50,000 in due
diligence and $200,000 over list
and made a purchase.

Due diligence is money
buyers pay to sellers to
demonstrate their commit-
ment to purchasing a home.
If for any reason the sale
falls through — even if the
buyer has trouble getting a
mortgage, or if the home’s
foundation is cracked — the
seller is entitled to keep
the due diligence payment.
According to Howard, the
typical due diligence offer
is around $10,000 but during
the real estate frenzy, buyers
have been offering large
sums, demonstrating their
determination to buy their
dream home.

“My client took a huge risk,
but she vowed to not lose the
home, and her strategy paid
off,” Howard said.

According to data from
the Triangle Multi-Listing
Service, the median price for
homes in Chatham County in
April 2022 was $620,540, which
is 31% over April 2021, when
the median price was $473,300.
The average price of homes
sold in April in Chatham was
$749,343, a 44.2% jump from
last May.

Howard is seeing an uptick
in the sale of homes that cost
over $1 million.

“We’ve had more mil-
lion-dollar sales recently than
we’ve ever had,” she said. “In
the past, we typically would
sell maybe five homes in the
million-dollar range, and last
year, we doubled that number
and we’ve sold several for
over $2 million.”

Howard attributes much
of the high-dollar sales to
incoming residents from plac-
es where housing costs and
home values are even higher
than the Triangle area, like
California, Michigan, Con-
necticut and New Jersey.

“They are used to the cost
of living being high, so when
they come here they see a
$500,000 — $600,000 home that
we would consider expensive,
but to them, that’s a bargain
because it would sell for $3

Note: Chatham's most recent data is from April 2022
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million where they come
from,” she said. “So, they ei-
ther pay cash, or they just buy
a 4,500-square-foot house.”
Data from a recent Triangle
MLS report shows that me-
dian home prices across the
Triangle region have swelled
from $358,000 to $421,757 in
the last year, a 17.8% increase.
The Triangle region covers
16 counties in central North
Carolina. At $525,000, Orange
County has the highest medi-
an home price. But Chatham
County’s 31% increase in
home prices is the highest
percentage increase among
Wake, Durham, Orange and
Johnston counties.

Prices may remain high

An economist from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at
Charlotte says he doesn’t see
much change on the horizon,
with rising mortgage inter-
est rates balancing housing
prices, which are starting to
level off.

“If you consider a house
today at a 5.5% rate or do you
hope the market price for
homes falls a little bit and you
buy later when the mortgage
rates are a little higher?”
asked John Connaughton,
professor of financial eco-
nomics and director of UNC
Charlotte Economic Forecast.

“In terms of your monthly
house payment, there prob-
ably won’t be that much differ-
ence,” he added.

Some buyers are not fazed
by the rising interest rates.
For those with pockets full of
money, cash is king.

“We are seeing more cash
buyers than ever before,”
Howard said. And the Beas-
leys set their sights on more
than one home that ended up
going for cash.

While housing demand
and rising costs are a topic
in many places, the Triangle
area is a particularly hot
market thanks to the econom-
ic development activity in the
region, fueled by life-chang-
ing announcements of new
industry, like electric car
manufacturer VinFast, FedEx,
the Toyota Battery Factory,
Apple, Google, and others.

Chatham ‘on fire’

These industries offer a mix
of jobs from high-paying tech
positions to mid-range labor.
And as more business and
industry locate in the area,
the need for affordable homes
is on the rise, too.

“The Chatham market is
on fire,” said Holly Fracca-
ro executive director of the
Home Builders Association of
Durham, Orange and Cha-
tham Counties. “While the
VINFast manufacturing plant
is super exciting news, it puts
significant pressure on the
area to develop housing and to
build a wide diversity of hous-
ing types and costs, which is
challenging.”

She believes building for
more density will help allevi-
ate some of the pricing and
inventory challenges.

“The reality is that the
Triangle grows by over 60
people per day, and we need
to lean towards building for
more density, which allows
for homes that our teachers,
service workers and first
responders can afford to buy
on their salaries.”

Eric Andrews, broker and
owner of Realty World Caro-
lina Properties in Pittsboro,
agrees there is a need for
more affordable housing for
those with modest incomes.
He recalls earlier times when
land in Chatham County was
not expensive and homes were

Created with Datawrapper

built on generous plots. And
as the prices began to rise in
places closer to Research Tri-
angle Park jobs, people kept
moving farther out in search
of more affordable homes and
land.

“In Chatham County, we
typically have placed homes
on a half-acre or one-acre plot
of land lot or more, but in
Cary, you may have a quarter
or fifth or eighth of an acre,”
he said. “T have sold many
homes to Chatham teachers in
Sanford or Siler City because
Pittsboro, Chapel Hill and
Apex grew too expensive. Now
Sanford and Siler City are
going up in price too.”

Andrews noted that today,
in the northeastern part of
Randolph County and south-
ern Alamance, the Toyota
Battery plant is already
impacting the housing prices,
which are rising there, too.

“For the last couple of
years, it has been as if the
asking price for a home was
just a suggestion, because and
many homes have been going
for much more,” he said.

Rural areas popular

Despite the ravages
COVID-19 inflicted on the pop-
ulation, the pandemic created
a paradigm shift in the way
people work, and many people
fled their big cities to avoid
crowds, heading for more ru-
ral areas, including in central
North Carolina, Howard said.

“In all reality, we’ve ex-
perienced the strongest two
years that we’ve ever seen
with massive traffic from
residents relocating here and
retirees,” she said. “We’ve
seen tremendous growth in
Chatham Park, and we’re also
seeing a big boom in the Silk
Hope area, where people want
a couple of acres or more so
they can have a big garden
and chickens and room to
spread out.”

Fraccaro sees no slowdown
in the near term.

“The growth of business
and industry will continue to
influence the rate at which
housing is needed, and I
believe the demand is going to
continue to outpace the sup-
ply for some time,” she said.
“We have to do everything we
can to unclog the supply chain
issues, to produce construc-
tion workers, and encourage
young people coming out of
high school to explore jobs in
the trades.”

And while rising mortgage
rates may slow the frenzy, the
housing market will contin-
ue to thrive, particularly in
North Carolina’s metro mar-
kets, Connaughton said.

“In Charlotte, Raleigh and
across the Triangle, the econ-
omy is growing very well,” he
said. “Even if there is a mild
recession later this year or
next year, the metro markets
will survive fairly well be-
cause of the structure of their
economy.”

Nine months after moving
to Pittsboro, the Beasleys are
still settling in. Their house,
which was not quite com-
pleted when they bought it,
is coming along. They have
fenced in their backyard and
installed a stone patio. They
are located close to downtown
Pittsboro and are eligible to
participate in the Vineyards
at Chatham Park amenities.
They’re still close to their jobs
and friends in Wake County
and feel they have the best of
both worlds.

“We were lucky to find this
house when we did,” Beci
said. “All we need here now
is a Wells Fargo and a Harris
Teeter.”
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232

Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each
PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE

SEVERAL ACRES of land with
mature timber is for sale. Lo-
cated near 5300 Old US 4218,
Bear Creek, NC 27207. Call
410-655-5146 to inquire., Jn30-
Au25,9tp

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999.
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT

BEAUTY SALON FOR RENT,
prime established location.
Call Butch Hudson, 919-545-
1795. Jn16- Au4,8tp

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room,
six offices, kitchenette and
restrooms. Siler Business Park,
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS

POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces
its newest independent living
community for adults 55 years
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted.
Office hours: Tues & Thurs, 9
to 4 p.m. Call 919-533-6319 for
more information, TDD #1-
800-735-2962, Equal housing
opportunity, Handicapped
accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8
accepted. No security deposit.
Application fee $25 per adult.
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
Jyl4,tfnc

MOBILE HOME SALES

TWO BEDROOM, one bath mo-
bile home on five acres in Siler
City, city water, no pets, call
(919) 260-1354 leave message.
Jy14,21,28,Au4,4tp

YARD SALES

MULTI-FAMILY yard sale,
Saturday, July 30, 8 a.m., 4739
Siler City-Snow Camp Rd.,
Household items, clothing,
seasonal items, toys, furniture.
Jy28,1tp

FARM ANIMALS, seven Black
Angus Bulls: three Registered
Bulls, 4 Pure Stock. Price
ranges from $1,000 to $2,000.
Call 336-362-8887, Dale,
Jy21,28,Au4,11,4tp

TV ANTENNAS - Come by
MacPage Communications
at 102 North Third Avenue,
Siler City. 919-227-6698,
Jy14,21,28,3tc

AUCTIONEERS

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business,
Liquidation, Estates, Land,
Houses, Antiques, Personal
property, Coins, Furniture,
Consignments, Benefits, etc.,
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684,
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com,
J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal
Property, Estate Settlement,
Farms & Land, Business Lig-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed
Real Estate and Auction Firm.
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, J6,tfnc

CASH PAID FOR JUNK CARS
and pickups. Call 336-581-3423,
Jy28-515,8tp

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell:
919-548-4314, Sales, Services,
Supplies. Serving public for 35
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS

- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194.
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of
charge. Due to many months
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot
pay for cars at this time. Cars,
trucks, and machinery will be
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree

removal, stump grinding, lot
clearing. Visa & Master Card
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

FIRST MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH, needs Minister of
Music to oversee music, for
regular, special services and
events. More information, con-
tact Jennifer Scotton, 919-799-
0503 or FMBCsecretary914@
gmail.com. Jy28,1tp

FOOD SERVICES STAFF,
Pittsboro Christian Village

is accepting applications for
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook.
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m., Monday - Friday, at 1825
East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc

FURNITURE UPHOLSTERERS
NEEDED, Charter Furniture,
Liberty, NC - $2500 Signing bo-
nus to those candidates who
have a min. of 2 years furniture
Upholstery experience with a
licensed furniture company;
Signing bonus of $2,500 pay-
able in three installments as
per the following: $500 paid
after 3 months of continuous
employment, $1,000 paid after
6 months of continuous em-
ployment; $1,000 paid after 12
months of continuous employ-
ment - All payments subject to
normal taxes and withholding.
-- Position Summary: Uphol-
ster inside sections of furni-
ture such as chairs and sofas,
utilizing knowledge of uphol-
stery materials and methods.
Fit, install and secure material
on frames, using hand tools,
glue, cement, and/or staples.
-- Duties/Responsibilities: Lists
frame to be worked on and
places it on workbench. Tack
material along front rail. Place
padding and material over
seat springs and tack material
onto frame to complete seat
upholstery. Repeat operation
to upholster arms. Place and
shape layers of padding over
inside back and tacks material
to complete inside upholstery
of product. May use grooved
foam rubber padding and work
excess material into grooves
to produce channeled effect
securing material with buttons
using needle, thread and cot-
ton. Inspect the overall quality
of assembled product. Comply
with all Health and Safety
guidelines within the work
place.. Maintain a clean and
orderly work area. Perform
other duties as required or as-
signed. -- Job Type: Full-Time,
Pay: $18.00 - $35.00 per hour.
Ju7,14,21,28,4tc

HOMECARE SEEKING - Now
hiring for immediate positions
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides and Personal
Care Assistants - Competitive
Weekly Pay, CNA’s start at
$12.00/hr. & up for extra care
cases - Total Life Care, Call
(919) 799-7275 or visit 106
Village Lake Rd., Ste. A, Siler
City for more info or to apply.
Jy7,14,21,28,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 165

All persons having claims

against WILMA M. ROBINSON,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 7th day of October, 2022,

or this notice will be pleaded

in bar of recovery. Debtors

of the decedent are asked to

make immediate payment.

This the 5th day of July, 2022.

Jamie Robinson, Executor

1513 Duet Dr.

Siler City, N.C. 27344
Jy7,)y14,)y21,)y28,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E371

The undersigned, having
qualified as Executor of the
Estate of SHIRLEY C. STROWD,
late of Chatham County, North
Carolina, notifies all persons,

A
A

CHATHAM COUNTY

TR o

Opportunities

Visit www.chathamcountync.gov
and click Jobs.

Career

Available

firms and corporations having
claims against the estate
of said deceased to present
them to the undersigned at
his address, 4041 Mt. Gilead
Church Road, Pittsboro, North
Carolina, 27312, on or before
the 7th day of October, 2022,
or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to said estate
will please make immediate
payment.
This 29th day of June, 2022.
John Wayne Strowd, Jr.
4041 Mt. Gilead Church Road
Pittsboro, North Carolina
27312
GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina
27312-0880
Jy7,Jy14,ly21,ly28,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 327

Having qualified as Execu-

tors of the Estate of MARGIE

LEE COLLINS HALLMAN aka

MARGIE LEE HALLMAN, the

undersigned does hereby

notify all persons, firms and

corporations having claims

against the estate of said

decedent to exhibit them to

the undersigned on or before

the 7th day of October, 2022,

or this notice will be pleaded

in bar of their recovery. All per-

sons, firms and corporations

indebted to the said estate will

make immediate payment to

the undersigned.

This the 7th day of July, 2022

Ira A. Hallman, Sr. and

Timothy Lee Hallman, Execu-

tors of the

Estate of MARGIE LEE COLLINS

HALLMAN aka MARGIE LEE

HALLMAN

c/o Samuel Gray,

P.O. Box 1381,

Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526
Jy7,Jy14,1y21,)y28,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ESTATE OF ALLEN MARK
FEINBERG,
22-E-347
All persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against
ALLEN MARK FEINBERG,
deceased, of Chatham County,
NC, are notified to exhibit the
same to the undersigned on
or before October 7, 2022, or
this notice will be pleaded in
bar of recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make
immediate payment. Matthew
Jon Feinberg, the fiduciary, is
fully authorized to receive and
administer all assets belong-
ing to the state.
C/0 Pierce Law Group PLLC
3020 S Miami Blvd, Ste 201
Durham, NC 27703
Jy7,Jy14,1y21,)y28,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 357

All persons having claims

against NANCY W. McCOY,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 7th day of October, 2022,

or this notice will be pleaded

in bar of recovery. Debtors

of the decedent are asked to

make immediate payment.

This the 5th day of July, 2022.

Teresa M. Crumley, Executrix

759 Newbern Ave

Asheboro, NC 27205
Jy7,Jy14,ly21,ly28,4tp

EXECUTOR NOTICE

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified as Executor
of the Estate of TAD WHIT-
COMB JONES, deceased, late
of Chatham County, North
Carolina, this is to notify all
persons having claims against

said Estate to exhibit same to

the undersigned on or before

October 30, 2022, or this Notice

will be pleaded in bar of their

recovery.

All persons indebted to said

Estate will please make

immediate payment to the

undersigned.

Susan Edison Jones Hartley,

Executor

¢/o Thomas A. Earls, Attorney

at Law

102-B Fountainbrook Circle

Cary, NC 27511

Phone: (919) 462-9177
Jy14,)y21,)ly28,Au4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 381

All persons having claims

against JAMES LEE MCDI-

ARMID, deceased, late of

Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 14th day of

QOctober, 2022, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of recov-

ery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 12th day of July, 2022.

Matthew McDiarmid

9474 Hwy 87 N

Pittsboro, NC 27312
Jy14,ly21,Jy28,Aud, 4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
22-E-105
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Alton
Rayvon King, having qualified
as Executor of the Estate of
BERTA FAYE JOHNSON KING,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, this is to notify all
persons having claims against
said estate to present them to
the undersigned on or before
the 12th October, 2022, or this
notice will be plead in bar of
their recovery. All persons
indebted to said estate will
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 14th day of July, 2022.
Alton Rayvon King, Executor
¢/o Marie H. Hopper,
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Jy14,)y21,ly28,Aud,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, having qual-

ified as Executrix of the Estate

of JEAN G. WATERBURY, de-

ceased, late of Chatham Coun-

ty, North Carolina, does hereby

notify all persons, firms and

corporations having claims

against the estate to exhibit

them to the undersigned at the

offices of Tillman, Whichard

& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne

Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill,

NC 27514, on or before the

14th day of October, 2022, or

this notice will be pleaded

in bar of their recovery. All

persons indebted to the estate

will please make immediate

payment.

This 14th day of July, 2022.

Joyce A. Waterbury AKA Joyce

W. Weston,

Executrix, Estate of Jean G.

Waterbury

Tillman, Whichard & Cagle,

PLLC

501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130

Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Jy14,)y21,)ly28,Au4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22-E-373

All persons having claims
against RUBY MAE SCURLOCK,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 14th day of October, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors

HIRING CNA's

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete
application and interview.

Pittsboro Christian Village
1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

of the decedent are asked to

make immediate payment.

This the14th day of July, 2022.

George C. Scurlock, Jr., Admin-

istrator

¢/o0 Hemphill Gelder, PC

PO Box 97035

Raleigh, NC 27624
Jy14,)y21,ly28,Aud,atc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 367
All persons having claims
against EVA LOUISE TRACY,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 21st day of October, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors
of the decedent are asked to
make immediate payment.
This the 21st day of July, 2022.
Kelly Tracy Pincus, Executrix
¢/o Howard, Stallings, From,
Atkins, Angell & Davis, P.A.
5410 Trinity Road, Suite 210
Raleigh, NC 27607
Post Office Box 12347
Raleigh, NC 27605
Jy21,Jy28,Aud,Aull,dtp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22-E-369

All persons having claims
against ROBERT BRUCE
MCKINLEY, deceased, late

of Chatham County, North
Carolina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 14th day of
October, 2022, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment.

This the 21st day of July, 2022.
Barbara Myers McKinley,
Executor

c/o Hemphill Gelder, PC

PO Box 97035

Raleigh, NC 27624
Jy21,Jy28,Aud,Aull,atc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 188

All persons having claims

against WILL BERNARD

WILLARD, JR., deceased, late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 21st day of

October, 2022, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of recov-

ery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 19th day of July, 2022.

Ahylea Michelle Willard, Ad-

ministrator

422 A Greenlawn Drive

Asheboro, NC 27203
Jy21,Jy28,Aud,Aull,atp

CREDITOR’S NOTICE

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified as Co-Exec-
utors of the Estate of MOYNA
BLAIR MONROE, late of 500
Carolina Meadows, Apt. 10,
Chapel Hill, Chatham County,
North Carolina 27517, the
undersigned do hereby notify
all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against
the estate of said decedent to
exhibit them to the under-
signed c/o Jean Gordon Carter,
McGuireWoods LLP, P.O. Box
27507, Raleigh, NC 27611,

on or before the 21st day of
October, 2022, or this Notice
will be pleaded in bar of their

CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Line ad deadline
Tuesday — Noon

Display ad deadline
Monday — 5 p.m.

Rates and payment
Minimum charge of

$5 for each classified
advertisement of 25 words
or less per week. For each
additional word, no matter
how many insertions, add
20¢ per word. Payable in
advance.

Blind ads

No information will be
given out by this office

to the identity of person
placing “keyed” or “blind”
ads.

Errors

In advertisements that run
more than one week, we
are responsible for errors
appearing in the first
week only. If you find an
error in your ad, report it
immediately.

recovery. All persons, firms

and corporations indebted

to the said Estate will please

make immediate payment to

the undersigned.

This the 21st day of July, 2022.
Blair Cameron Kendall and
Logan Adair Kendall, Co-Ex-

ecutors of the
Estate of Moyna Blair Monroe

Attorney: Jean Gordon Carter

McGuireWoods LLP

P.0. Box 27507

Raleigh, NC 27611

Jy21,Jy28,Aud,Aull,dtc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

20 E 551

All persons having claims

against BETTY RUTH POWELL,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 21st day of October, 2022,

or this notice will be pleaded

in bar of recovery. Debtors

of the decedent are asked to

make immediate payment.

This the 19th day of July, 2022.

Wayne Paul Hildreth, Admin-

istrator

101 S 3rd Ave; # 208

Siler City, NC 27344
Jy21,Jy28,Au4,Aull,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 401

All persons having claims

against ROBERT SAMUEL

MORROW, deceased, late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 21st day of

October, 2022, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of recov-

ery. Debtors of the decedent

are asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 19th day of July, 2022.

Edward L. Morrow, Sr., Exec-

utor

3091 Moon Lindley Rd.

Snow Camp, NC 27349
Jy21,Jy28,Aud,Aull,atp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

HAVING QUALIFIED as Executor
of the Estate of ELEANOR MA-
RIE JASION, late of Chatham

gouthern S“p"ebze

FRUITCAKE

Southern Supreme Fruitcake Co has
openings for full time temporary
positions in production areas.
These positions are from
August 2022 - December 2022.

Interested applicants may apply
between 10:00am - 4:00 pm
Monday-Thursday at
1699 Hoyt Scott Road,
Bear Creek NC 27207

& more

Chatham Monument Co. has an opening for
a monument installer. Work involves working
in Siler City and surrounding area installing
monuments as part of a 3-person team.

Apply in Person,
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
227 N. 2nd Ave. Siler City, NC 27344

=

PITTSBORO VILLAGE

APARTMENTS

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the
rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES
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Eastern Chatham Senior Center
recertified as ‘Center of Excellence’

PITTSBORO — Following
arigorous review from the
North Carolina Division of
Aging and Adult Services,
the Eastern Chatham Senior
Center in Pittsboro has been
recertified as a “Center of
Excellence.”

The distinction will run for a
five-year period through June
30, 2027. Each center is evaluat-
ed individually and, if expec-
tations are exceeded, can be
deemed a Center of Excellence
— the highest rating provided
by DAAS — or a Center of
Merit. It is possible to carry
different ratings for each if a
county houses more than one
center.

The Western Chatham
Senior Center in Siler City,
currently classified as a Center
of Excellence, will undergo its
own recertification process in
September 2023.

Each center is evaluated in
five different areas with a sixth
section for Center of Excel-
lence aspirants. Centers across
the state must demonstrate
proficiency in Services/Public-
ity/Marketing, Activities/Vol-
unteer Opportunities/Advoca-
cy/Transportation, Planning/
Evaluation/Input From Older
Adults, Staff and Operational

The Chatham County Council on Aging’s facility in Pittsboro.

Issues. Center of Excellence
candidates are encouraged to
undertake special projects,
mentor other senior center
professionals and submit a
statement as to why it should
earn the status.

“Receiving the designation
of being a Center of Excellence
only validates the Council
on Aging’s commitment to
providing outstanding services
to the young-at-heart members
of our community,” Chatham
County Council on Aging
Director Ashlyn Martin said.
“The entire Council on Aging

team is to be commended for
their hard work in making this
recertification happen, espe-
cially Senior Center Manager
Liz Lahti and Activity Coordi-
nator Jackie Green who plan
and implement the activities
for our Senior Center partici-
pants each day.”

Of North Carolina’s 100
counties, 61 house at least one
Center of Excellence. However,
Chatham County joins a collec-
tive of just 15 counties (Cleve-
land, Catawba, Iredell, David-
son, Forsyth, Guilford, Yadkin,
Johnston, Orange, Franklin,

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Halifax, Nash, Brunswick and
Pender) to have multiple cen-
ters all with Center of Excel-
lence ratings.

In its review, the DAAS team
commended the Council for
its innovative virtual pro-
gramming in the face of the
COVID-19 pandemic, including
regular conference calls and
the successful pursuit of a
BAND-NC (Building a New
Digital Economy) grant from
N.C. State that allowed the
purchase of digital tablets and
software for isolated seniors.

“The Senior Center Oper-

ations and Program Evalua-
tion (SCOPE) Recertification
process requires a team effort,”
Lahti said. “It is an honor to

be recognized as a Center of
Excellence. It enhances our
professionalism, provides
accountability, assures quality
and promotes uniformity.”

The Council was also lauded
for its number and variety of
special events throughout the
previous five-year period.

In addition, the Council part-
nered with the UNC Gillings
School of Global Public Health
to help complete the Chatham
County Aging Plan 2018-2023.
Further partnerships with the
area’s university community
included work with the UNC
School of Nursing to pilot a
new practicum teaching model,
yielding four separate projects.

“It is evident that the center
is an active and invested com-
munity member as well as a
community-wide advocate of
older adults in Chatham Coun-
ty,” the recertification letter
observed.

For a list of current COA ac-
tivities, visit our centers at 365
NC Highway 87 N., Pittsboro or
112 Village Lake Rd., Siler City,
or visit the Council’s website at
www.chathamcoa.org.

County, North Carolina, this is
to notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against the estate of said
deceased to present them to
the undersigned on or before
the 20th day of October, 2022,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.
This the 19th day of July, 2022.
Linda Jasion Royal, Executor
of the
Estate of Eleanor Marie
Jasion
5207 Clear Run Drive
Wilmington, North Carolina
28403
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER
& LEE
Attorneys at Law

Box 1806

Plttsboro, North Carolina 27312

(919) 542-5605
Jy21,Jy28,Aud,Aull,dtc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of JEFFREY
LEE HOLDER, late of 2404 Piney
Grove Church Road, Siler City,
Chatham County, North Car-
olina 27344, the undersigned
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of
said decedent to exhibit them
to the undersigned at 4145

Statewide Classified

visit www.ncpress.com.

Online Only Auction, Surplus
Racing Equipment for RFK
Racing in Concord, NC, Begins
Closing 8/11 at 2pm, Address:
4600 Roush Place, Concord,
NC. 28027 ironhorseauction.

com, 800.997.2248, NCAL
3936

Online  Only Auction of
Medical Office Building on

2.15+/- Acres in Burlington,
NC, Begins Closing 8/18 at
2pm, Address: 1522 Vaughn
Rd., Burlington, NC, 27217
ironhorseauction.com,
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

Eliminate  gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off  Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES
inaslittleas ONE DAY! Superior
quality bath and shower
systems at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. 833-987-
0207

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company.  Coverage for
350 plus procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress
#6258

Denied Social Security
Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed SSD and denied, our
attorneys can help! Win or Pay
Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC
Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

STOP worrying! SilverBills
eliminates the stress and
hassle of bill payments. All
household bills guaranteed
to be paid on time, as long
as appropriate funds are
available. Computer  not
necessary. Call for a FREE
trial or a custom quote today.
SilverBills 1-866-530-1374

Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or

Quote — Call now before the
next power outage: 1-844-
938-0700

PROTECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely and affordably.
Pest, rodent, termite and
mosquito control. Call for a
quote or inspection today 877-
593-6072

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - $500
Discount + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call
today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,

Martin, Fender,  Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,

D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
833-649-2292

AUTO INSURANCE
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH!
Call for your fee rate

comparison to see how much
you can save! Call: 833-472-
0580

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-877-920-7405

Wesley Financial  Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts.

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in
2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

Randolph Church Road, Liber-
ty, NC 27298, on or before the
24th day of October, 2022, or
this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate
will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
This is the 21st day of July,
2022.

Lisa L. Moore, Administrator
of the

Estate of Jeffrey Lee Holder
Pamela E. Whitaker
Attorney at Law
4145 Randolph Church Road
Liberty, NC 27298
(336) 622-3553
Jy21,Jy28,Au4,Aull,atp

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE SILK HOPE VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT

TO: Each member of the Silk
Hope Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and the community (all
adults age 18 or older who are
residing in the Silk Hope Fire
District).

Please take notice of the annu-

al meeting of the membership
of the Silk Hope Volunteer Fire
Department, Inc. The meeting
will be held on August 2, 2022
at 8 p.m. at the office of the
corporation which is the fire
station which is located at
the intersection of S.R. 1003
(Silk Hope Rd)) and S.R. 1346
(Silk Hope Gum Springs Rd).
The business to be conducted
at the annual meeting is as
follows: The election of four
directors. 2. Any other busi-
ness which may lawfully come
before the meeting is held.
Tony Bristow, Secretary

Jy21,ly28,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

HAVING QUALIFIED as Ad-
ministrator of the Estate of
BARBARA ANN HOWARD late
of Chatham County, North
Carolina, this is to notify all
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against
the estate of said deceased to
present them to the under-

When outdoors, your impact
should be smaller than this ad.

QUTDOORNC.COM

LEAVE
NO TRACE

@

« AWE R
vacations

BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

12 days, departs year-round

Oahu « Hawaii Island - Kauai - Maui — Enjoy a fully
guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally
located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront
lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui.
Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

promo code N7017

1-855-874-7693

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on
airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

DENTAL insurance

If you've put off dental care, it's easy to

get back on track. Call Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company now for inexpensive
dental insurance. Get help paying for the

dental care you need.

Getting back to the dentist
couldn't be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-496-8601

Dental50PIlus.com/ncpress

Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type.
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available
in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q);
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: PISONY; OK: P1500K; TN: PI50TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439

(GA: B439B).
6208-0721

signed on or before the 27th
day of October, 2022, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.
This the 21st day of July, 2022.
Kimyetta Howard, Adminis-
trator of the
Estate of Barbara Ann
Howard
902 Jack Bennett Road
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
27517
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER
& LEE
Attorneys at Law
Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312
(919) 542-5605
Jy28,Au4,Aull,Aul8,atp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Ad-
ministrator of the Estate of
EDGAR JUNIOR BARWICK, JR.
late of Chatham County, North
Carolina, this is to notify all
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against
the estate of said deceased to
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 27th
day of October, 2022, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.
This the 21st day of July, 2022.

Marvin Barwick, Administra-
tor of the

Estate of Edgar Junior Bar-
wick, Jr.

6649 Kerr Drive

Randleman, North Carolina
27317
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER
& LEE
Attorneys at Law

PROTECTION

Box 1806

Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312

(919) 542-5605
Jy28,Aud,Aull,Aul8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of
CYNTHIA BROOME CARROLL,
late of 259 Shady Wagon

Farm Lane, New Hill, Chatham
County, North Carolina 27562,
the undersigned does hereby
notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to
the undersigned at 4145 Ran-
dolph Church Road, Liberty, NC
27298, on or before the 28th
day of October, 2022, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate
will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
This is the 26th day of July,
2022.

Michelle Leslie Executor of the

Estate of Cynthia Broome

Carroll

c/o Pamela E. Whitaker

Attorney at Law

4145 Randolph Church Road

Liberty, NC 27298

(336) 622-3553
Jy28,Au4,Aull,Aul8,atp

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
JWCLOG-FREE
¢ GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

{ OFF
YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"

9% OFF

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY!™ g

+5

« 10

MILITARY!

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

* * k

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET"
Promo Code: 285

Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

@ CALL US TODAY FOR
A'FREE ESTIMATE

1-877-649-1190

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

%
WESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach
out to us for help getting rid of their
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and

maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify:

844-213-6711

WESLEY
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CHATHAM CHAT | COMMUNITY RESOURCE HUB

One-stop ‘Hub’ dedicated to factual, relevant

information about COVID-19

Chatham Health Alliance, Council on Aging team up for Aug. 6 event in Goldston

The Chatham Community

Resource Hub is a mobile,
§ . = ‘ co-located

! collaboration
between the
Chatham Health
Alliance and
partner agencies.
On Aug. 6, the
Alliance and
the Chatham
Council on Aging
will join for a
second Hub,
this one at the
Goldston Public
Library. The
focus: sharing
critical informa-
tion about COVID-19 vaccines
and scheduling appointments
for those seeking them.

This week, we speak with
two of those working to pre-
pare for the event, Sara Martin
and Jimmy Lewis.

Martin is the social and com-
munity services manager for
the Chatham Health Alliance.
A graduate of the University
of South Florida — where she
received her Master of Public
Health in International Health
— she’s has lived and worked
in Chatham County for four
years. In addition to her work
for the Health Alliance, she is
the lead organizer for CORE
(Communities Organizing for
Racial Equity) and serves on
the board for Communities In
Schools of Chatham County
and Robin Hood’s Kitchen.
Martin has been a pivotal part
of the Resource Hub since its
inception in June 2020.

Lewis is the grants and
communications specialist for
the Chatham County Council
on Aging. He joined the agency
last October and is responsible
for the agency’s grant identifi-
cation, application and report-
ing processes while overseeing
its public outreach plan over
print and digital platforms.

A former journalist, Lewis
entered the field of aging ser-
vices after a career that yielded
13 awards in the N.C. Press
Association’s annual News,
Editorial & Photojournalism
Contest.

Lewis

The Chatham Health Alliance
has been hosting monthly Com-
munity Resource Hubs, so what’s
different and unique about what’s
planned for Aug. 6?

LEWIS: Typically, the Hubs
are one-stop shops or mobile
resource fairs on a variety of
topics. This will be the second
Hub specifically dedicated
to distributing factual and
relevant information regarding
COVID-19 vaccines and sched-
uling appointments, from first
doses to second boosters, if
eligible. The Chatham County
Council on Aging received
grant funding in February
from the Triangle J Council
of Governments towards
COVID-19 vaccination educa-
tion and outreach. We found
a willing partner in Chatham
Health Alliance, which had
already pioneered the success-
ful Community Resource Hubs.

Prepare for

It only made sense to lean on
their expertise and tailor it to
events with an emphasis on
improving vaccination rates
across all of Chatham County.
While the intent of the grant
is to specifically boost vaccina-
tion rates among Chatham’s
older adult population, all are
welcome to come Aug. 6 to
Goldston Public Library and
schedule appointments for any
“level” of vaccination. The
vaccinations are not admin-
istered on site, but people can
be scheduled for convenient
locations quickly.

MARTIN: The Community Re-
source Hub began in June 2020
as aresponse to the COVID-19
pandemic. With businesses and
organizations shuttered, there
was a need for the community
to access not only personal pro-
tective equipment, but other re-
sources they regularly utilized
that were no longer available
to them. The goal was to bring
these resources directly to the
community.

We began by partnering with
CORA — an organization that
provides food to people who en-
counter food insecurity in the
community — at their monthly
mobile food distribution on
Technology Way behind Cha-
tham Hospital. In March 2021,
the Hub began partnering with
the Inter-faith Food Shuttle.
We were able to go directly
into neighborhoods, parks and
other well-trafficked areas
of the county to provide hot
meals and resources. The Hub
has since been able to procure
sponsorships that subsidize
local food trucks to hand out
these meals at our events.

As pandemic restrictions
have waned throughout the
country and Chatham County,
the need for easily accessible
resources has not diminished.
The Hub is seeking to find
new ways to collaborate with
our partnering organizations
to maximize the benefit to
community members as well
as the organizations that seek
to serve them. We operate in
all areas of the county and try
to travel to those places where
there is a specific need iden-
tified by organizations or the
community. When the Council
on Aging reached out to the
Chatham Health Alliance to
ask about collaborating on a
grant to provide information
about booster shots, we agreed
to help plan the events. If the
Resource Hub can plan an
event in the community to help
promote programs, deliver
services, resources and infor-
mation or make referrals that
benefit the community, then
we have done our job.

The first COVID-specific Hub
was June 25. What did you learn,
and what can those who go ex-
pect for the Aug. 6 Hub?

LEWIS: Owning to the dog
days of summer, we decided to
conduct this Hub from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. instead of the 1to 4
p.m. we did for the June Hub.
We tweaked our outreach strat-

egy a little to make it clear that
this isn’t a single file, transac-
tional event revolving around
COVID-19 vaccination infor-
mation and appointments. We
want folks to come and linger,
having fun, food and fellowship
with us and our friends from
Chatham County Cooperative
Extension. And if they're
lacking on their COVID-19
booster shots, swing by our
appointment tent and we will
be happy to get you set up with
a location in your area.
MARTIN: Every Hub event is
unique. The majority of our
events occur in locations that
we have never been previous-
ly, so the logistics look a little
different every time, making it
hard to predict what each event
might look like. The June 25
event was held at the West Cha-
tham Senior Center in Siler
City. Participants who showed
up there were concerned about
the growing number of COVID
cases and eager to schedule
first and second booster shots,
as well as a few who wanted to
schedule their initial dose. At
the Aug. 6 event, participants
can receive up-to-date infor-
mation on vaccines, COVID
testing and booster shots from
the Public Health Department.
Additionally, we will have
medication disposal resources
from Insight Human Services,
free books generously provid-
ed by the Chatham Education
Foundation, programs and
resources from 4-H, as well as
other ways to get involved in
the community with organiza-
tions like the Chatham Health
Alliance and Communities
Organizing for Racial Equity
(CORE). Every participant will
be able to bring home a meal
for their entire family as well.

When you talk about “factual,
relevant” information about vac-
cines, it’s interesting to note are-
cent study that showed the major-
ity of people haven’t budged from
their initial impressions about
COVID and vaccines — that those
who were reluctant or skeptical
early on remain so, for example.
What will your strategy be when
it comes to sharing the best and
most relevant information?

MARTIN: We will have up-
to-date information from the
Chatham County Public Health
Department, as well as quali-
fied personnel there to answer
questions and guide them
through the appointment-mak-
ing process, where walk-ins
are not accepted. Information
about testing and where to go
will also be provided for those
interested.

LEWIS: Let me first say this: I
had COVID-19 for the first time
in June despite two vaccines
and one booster. They are
intended — and were always
intended — to reduce the
probability of serious illness
or death. And if what I had
was classified as a “mild” case
of COVID, I in no way want to
encounter the “moderate” or
“severe” editions.

Even with my personal tes-

timony on the matter, we are
still dealing with that famous
Ronald Reagan quote from his
presidency: “The nine most
terrifying words in the English
language are ‘I'm from the gov-
ernment and I’'m here to help.””
Unfortunately, many of
those who are vaccine skepti-
cal hold some version of this
belief. And the reality of the
situation is, that no matter how
well-intentioned, the message
will not be received if the mes-
senger is distrusted or origi-
nates from distrusted “official”
channels. To try to counter
this, we have invited Chatham
County Cooperative Extension
out to our Hub events. They
have established relationships
with many of our target com-
munities and the idea, simple
as it may be, is to coexist in
a single location. While folks
are checking out Extension
cooking demonstrations or
picking up 4-H learning Kits,
they are welcome to slide over
to the Council on Aging/Cha-
tham Health Alliance area and
sign up for that vaccination
appointment that’s been placed
on the back burner. But don’t
leave hungry!

What does your own prepara-
tion and planning for these Hubs
tell you about vaccination rates in
Chatham County?

LEWIS: As you travel to
points west and south in Cha-
tham County, vaccination rates
begin to decrease dramatically
while the skepticism rises.
Without diving too deep into
the numbers game, when we
submitted our grant proposal
to Triangle J in February, we
found that 75% of Chatham’s
65-and-over residents were
at least partially vaccinated.
Today, the North Carolina
Department of Health and
Human Services reports that
63% of Chatham residents have
at least one dose, but less than
half (49%) of the county has
had a second dose or the first
booster shot.

According to the Chatham
County Public Health Depart-
ment’s 2020 report “Spotlight
on Health Disparities in
Chatham County,” the county’s
median income is $66,875. But
once you head west into Siler
City, that dips below $35,000.
That points to an extreme
wealth disparity in Chatham,
which correlates in turn to vac-
cine skepticism. It’s important
to note that the vaccine is free,
even for those who do not oth-
erwise have health insurance.
While that statement may seem
like common knowledge to a
lot of us some two and a half
years into the pandemic, it is
still a question that gets asked.

MARTIN: I think Jimmy
outlined the data well in
his response. It is clear that
the need for vaccines is still
prevalent in some areas. This
is an important issue that the
Council on Aging is seeking to
address. Our experience from
the first Hub was very infor-
mative in that there are people

in the County still seeking out
information and resources who
may not know where to go or
how to access them. If we can
bring that information direct-
ly to people who need them,
then I will consider the event a
success.

Can you share a story or experi-
ence from the first Hub?

LEWIS: Sure. Our vision for
these Hubs in the planning pro-
cess was for them to be a place
where Chatham residents
could come schedule COVID-19
vaccination appointments and
receive information in a safe,
welcoming environment. With
our first hub being at the West-
ern Chatham Senior Center in
Siler City, people had access to
our rocking chair porch where
they could leisurely chat and
enjoy a meal from our food
provider, Robin Hood’s Kitch-
en. During what was a perfect
weather day, we had families
take advantage of that.

Others stopped by to primar-
ily visit the Chatham County
Cooperative Extension tent;
then finally made their way
over to see what vaccination
information we had to offer.
The casual nature of the day —
folks coming and going while
visiting different event part-
ners and not just the vaccina-
tion component — was what
we were aiming for.

If you try to be too
heavy-handed with this topic
and create an environment
where you are dictating as
opposed to inviting, you will
turn individuals off imme-
diately. Given the areas and
populations of Chatham we are
attempting to reach, you can’t
afford to do that.

MARTIN: At the June 25
event, we were able to guide
one couple through the ques-
tionnaire necessary to receive
their booster shots through
their preferred pharmacy.

The wife spent a few min-

utes talking to us about how
frustrating it was to receive

so much conflicting informa-
tion about the vaccines on the
news programs she watches.
She also took the time to share
with us some of her story
about how she grew up in
Chatham County, her career
as an elementary school
teacher and how the pandemic
had affected her family. One of
the greatest strengths of the
Hubs is their ability to foster
relationships with the com-
munity, build trust and a more
in-depth understanding of the
pressures facing individuals
and families on a daily basis.

The Resource Hub will keep
showing up and keep learning
from these stories and will
keep partnering with organi-
zations throughout the county
to promote programs and
resources being offered. If you
wish to have the Hub come to a
neighborhood or location near
you or you would like to part-
ner with the Hub, please send
an email to smartin@chatham-
healthalliancenc.org
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Fresh off of historic season, Wolves designate

volleyball open gym on Monday.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Newly hired Woods Charter volleyball coach Amanda
Gough (in gray) demonstrates hitting at the net during a

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — When
Amanda Gough joined the
“Volleyball Play in the Trian-
gle” Facebook group just after
moving to Raleigh last month,
she never expected it to lead to
her first head coaching gig.

Then, after just a few short
weeks, Dena Floyd came
searching.

Floyd, the athletic director
at Woods Charter School, sent
out a post to the group asking
if anyone would be interested
in becoming the Wolves’ next
head volleyball coach.

And Gough jumped on it.

“She had just posted infor-

mation (in the group) and said
anyone interested (in the head
coaching job) that had experi-
ence coaching or working with
kids and was really passion-
ate about volleyball should
email her,” Gough explained
to the News + Record. “I just
happened to scroll past it and
thought, “This could be a great
opportunity.’”

Gough said she originally
joined the adult volleyball
group to find a community to
play with in her new home,
connect with other players
about open gyms and maybe,
if she was lucky, find a school
where she could help out as an
assistant coach.

But on July 15, two days after

reaching out to Floyd, Gough
was officially named the next
volleyball coach at Woods
Charter.

The athletic department’s
social media accounts made it
public on July 18.

“Welcome Coach Aman-
da Gough, our new Varsity
Volleyball Head Coach!” the
Instagram post read. “Amanda
brings experience as both a
player and previous coach. We
are excited to have Amanda
on board, as she is immensely
passionate about volleyball and
coaching.”

Gough steps into the role
previously held for four sea-

Amanda Gough as newest pack leader

See GOUGH, page B3

2026 U.S. GIRLS’ JUNIOR

Old Chatham’s quest for U.S.
Girls’ Junior bid began with
familiarity, past success

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

DURHAM — In the world of both
amateur and professional golf,
North Carolina is viewed as one of
the sport’s prized possessions.

“I just think North Carolina is
the golf Mecca,” Tracy Parsons,
championship director for the U.S.
Golf Association, told the News
+ Record. “North Carolina itself
has so many great facilities, great
weather, great conditioning, so
I think it’s going to be in perfect
condition for a summer champion-
ship.”

When Old Chatham Golf Club
hosts the U.S. Girls’ Junior Champi-
onship in July 2026, it’ll be the 39th
USGA-sanctioned championship
hosted on the Tar Heel State’s soil,
including this year’s U.S. Women’s

Open (Southern Pines) and the 2024
U.S. Open (Pinehurst).

And it’ll be Old Chatham’s
second USGA championship event,
following up the 2019 U.S. Senior
Amateur, won by Bob Royak of
Alpharetta, Georgia.

Old Chatham is a private golf
club sitting on 400 acres of land in
Durham, just inside the Chatham
County line, that prides itself on
“offering a sanctuary for those with
a passion for golf built around ex-
ceptional camaraderie, service and
amenities,” according to its website.
It’s played host to four champion-
ship events for the Carolinas Golf
Association (CGA) over the last 13
years, including the 2009 North Car-
olina Amateur Championship and
the 2014 North Carolina Mid-Ama-
teur Championship.

Jill Marino, the club’s member-

Photo by Suzie Wolf

Competitors get in their practice swings during the 2019 U.S. Senior Amateur at Old Chatham Golf Club
in Durham.

ship director, said it’s “a tremen-
dous honor” for Old Chatham to
serve as the host of two USGA
championships.

“We reflect such an incredible
location because we really are the
center of the state, where multiple
counties come together,” she said.
“Chatham, Durham, Wake, we all
come together right here. There’s
so many incredible things happen-
ing in Central North Carolina right
now and I'm just delighted to be a
part of this area.”

Selecting championship host
sites, the job of the USGA’s Future
Sites Committee, can be a long pro-
cess. The committee sifts through
bids from clubs around the country
— as well as scouring the nation for
under-the-radar candidates — to

See GOLF, page B2

Rob Manfred’s
recent comments
on minor league pay
reflect greed, apathy

If you walk up to just about anyone on the
street and ask them who they think is the
worst commissioner in
North American professional
sports, the answer would be
fairly consistent.

Sure, while NFL Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell has
done plenty of questionable
things — helping cover up

VICTOR football’s link with CTE,
HENSLEY handing Ray Rice just a two-
Sports Editor game suspension for domes-

tic violence in 2014, among
others — he doesn’t even hold a candle to the
worst of the bunch.

That title, to no one’s surprise, goes to Rob
Manfred, the leader of Major League Baseball.
And I'm sure most people would agree with me.

Manfred has held on firmly to that title since
his appointment in 2015 thanks to a laundry list
of blunders, gaffes and boneheaded decisions.

During his seven years in office, Manfred
has:

 had a desire to constantly change — or
“juice” — the baseball in an attempt to create
more offense, despite also expressing interest
in speeding up pace of play

« botched the handling of the 2017 Houston
Astros cheating scandal, refusing to punish
any players involved — despite handing out
year-long suspensions to the general manager
and head coach — and allowing them to keep
their World Series trophy

» decided to suddenly crack down on pitch-
ers’ use of grip-assisting foreign substances in
the middle of the 2021 season, leading to pitch-
ers having to adjust the way they played and,
in cases like that of Tampa Bay Rays pitcher
Tyler Glasgow, potentially led to injury

» blamed the players for the lockout in late
2021/early 2022 and was called out by multiple
players for lying about the collective-bargain-
ing negotiations between the players and the

See MANFRED, page B2

BY MAX BAKER
News + Record Staff

DENVER, Colorado — As he
sat on his living room couch
watching the MLB Draft last
week with his parents, sister
and girlfriend, Davis Palermo
couldn’t help but think about
how far he’d come in such a
short time.

During his first three
seasons of collegiate baseball
at UNC-Chapel Hill, Palermo
tossed only 26 % innings. But
his confidence grew toward the
end of the 2021 season, which
translated into a dominant
full year out of the Tar Heels’
bullpen this past year. The 2018
Northwood graduate finished
with a 2.72 ERA and 74 strike-
outsin 58 ¥ innings pitched.

‘I'T WAS PRETTY UNBELIEVABLF’

Former Northwood standout Palermo to begin
next chapter with Rockies organization

That performance was
enough to garner him third-
team All-American honors
from Perfect Game USA.

It also caught the attention
of MLB scouts.

So when the Colorado Rock-
ies called Palermo before their
eighth round pick on July 18,
he was at a loss for words.

“It was pretty unbelievable,”
Palermo, who was selected at
No. 236 overall, said. “It’s just
a pretty crazy thing to think
about. It took a little bit to
settle in.

“You can go back year after
year,” he continued. “Even last
year at this time, I would’ve
said you were crazy. My fresh-
man year, I would’ve said you
were even more crazy. It’s just
unreal that this is happening

from where I was.”

Palermo said that he’d talked
with Rockies scouts prior to
the Draft, but hadn’t thought of
Colorado to be at the forefront
of teams interested in him. The
Rockies didn’t specifically men-
tion to Palermo what they liked
about his game, but his season
performance speaks for itself.

“Even talking to them the
past week, (Colorado) really
seems to know what they’re
doing,” Palermo said. “They
seem to have a great feel for
pitching. It’s in a great spot. All
the affiliates, too, are in great
spots. It seems like a great
organization and I’'m excited to
be a part of it.”

While Palermo had the op-

See PALERMO, page B3

Photo by Anthony Sorbellini

UNC relief pitcher Davis Palermo (38) lets out an emotional
celebration after closing out the Tar Heels’ 7-3 win over VCU
in the NCAA Chapel Hill Regional on June 6 to advance to
the Super Regional.



B2 |

Chatham News + Record |

JULY 28 - AUGUST 3, 2022

GOLF

Continued from page B1

find the best fit for each of the
USGA’s 17 championships each
calendar year.

After a successful event
with the U.S. Senior Amateur,
Parsons said Old Chatham was
eager to get its name back into
the mix for another champion-
ship hosting opportunity.

Three years later, the USGA
awarded it.

“Sometimes, when we’re
preparing for a championship,
staff might be in the area and
try to find a hidden gem,”
Parsons explained, “but this is
a site that actually circled back
and reached out and wanted to
put their name back in the hat
to get back into the lineup.”

When the USGA is search-
ing for its host sites, it takes a
number of things into account
depending on the event it’s
in the running for, including
the course, its measurements
and its conditioning, the club’s
schedule, the infrastructure of
the clubhouse and the sup-
portiveness of the community,
among others.

To the committee, Old
Chatham checked all of those
boxes.

“The recipe for a good USGA
amateur championship is a
fantastic golf course, sup-
portive membership and an
enthusiastic golf community,”
Parsons said in a USGA-pre-
pared statement, “and Old Cha-
tham has all those things. The
2026 U.S. Girls’ Junior will be
an exceptional experience for
all involved.”

While the USGA has done its
part to select Old Chatham as
the event’s host, that’s just the
beginning of the preparation
process.

Now, Old Chatham will be
tasked with creating a host
committee — likely involving
some of the same people it
did for the 2019 tournament
— consisting of staff or club
members that plan to do the
“heavy lifting,” said Parsons,
in terms of the volunteer oper-
ations. Those on the committee
would be named to roles like
caddies chair, college coaches
liaison, evacuation chair, play-
er hospitality chair, volunteer
chair and scoring chair, among
others, and will be responsible
for finding volunteers to work
on their specific area.

Old Chatham had a group
of 250 volunteers that assisted
it with the 2019 U.S. Senior,
working on elements like man-
aging practice areas, guiding
spectators, transporting guests
and players and other “crit-
ical elements to making the
championship run smoothly,”

Panoramic view of the 18th hole and the clubhouse at Old Chatham Golf Club.

Photo by Suzie Wolf

Golfers work on their putting during the 2019 U.S. Senior
Amateur held at Old Chatham Golf Club.

Marino said.

“Each time we make site
visits, we’re going back and
meeting with those people,
covering their areas of respon-
sibility and just building the
championship from the ground
up,” Parsons said, “so that
when players arrive, everyone
is kind of in tune and in line
with the plan to make sure the
players have the best experi-
ence possible.”

Marino, for example, shifted
her focus to hospitality during
the U.S. Senior Amateur, an
event she described as “thrill-
ing.”

“I was on the inside of the
(clubhouse) and helped make
sure that the competitors and
their guests were comfortable,”
Marino said. “This was an
unbelievably friendly group
of competitors and their golf
knowledge was so high. They
truly enjoyed their time here.
We were so delighted to have
them and they really felt that
welcome. We hope to extend
that welcome to the junior
competitors, as well.”

Having hosted a USGA
championship in the last
three years already gives Old
Chatham a leg up on other
clubs that may be winning host
bids for the first time. Parsons
said she doesn’t expect the
club to have to make course

adjustments to comply with
the event’s standards. Marino
seconded that sentiment, say-
ing that the USGA wants the
course to remain “as-is.”

Hosting a tournament of this
caliber doesn’t come cheap,
however.

Parsons didn’t specify exactly
what it would cost Old Chatham
to host the event, but called it a
“joint effort between the USGA
and the host club,” explaining
that the USGA puts forth a
portion of the funding, while
the club typically does some
fundraising among its commu-
nity to help with the rest.

Luckily for anyone interest-
ed in attending the 2026 U.S.
Girls Junior, it’s entirely free
and open to the public.

Marino said she expects
there to be a much bigger turn-
out in 2026 than there was in
2019, due in part to the number
of family members who will
attend, but also because of the
number of golf fans eager to
get a glimpse at the next crop
of young stars competing on
one of the sport’s largest ama-
teur stages.

The U.S. Girls’ Junior, the
top competition for the girls’
junior division, is open to am-
ateur girls under the age of 19
with a USGA handicap index of
9.4 or less. It’s made up of two
days of stroke play, followed

by a match play tournament
with the remaining 64 compet-
itors. As of 2017, the winner
of the tournament is given an
automatic exemption into the
following year’s U.S. Women’s
Open.

While the U.S. Junior champi-
onship events rarely make head-
lines outside of devoted golf
circles, Parsons said the level of
competition is astonishing.

“When you say that a location
is going to host a Girls’ Junior,
a lot of members think that
these are young ladies who just
picked up a golf club yesterday
that are so cute with their little
pigtails,” Parsons said with a
laugh. “But when they come
out and watch, they’re blown
away by the level of play.”

Over the years, the U.S.
Girls’ Junior has played host to
plenty of young athletes that
eventually go on to compete in
events like the U.S. Women’s
Open, Curtis Cup and U.S.
Women’s Amateur, many of
whom find their way onto the
LPGA Tour.

That includes Minjee Lee, an
Australian-born player on the
LPGA Tour who won the U.S.
Women’s Open on June 5, her
second major victory. She won
the U.S. Girls’ Junior in 2012 at
Lake Merced Golf Club in Daly
City, California.

“They’re literally going to
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Old Chatham Golf Club hosted the U.S. Senior Amateur in
2019, the club’s first USGA championship event.

see the future generation of
the game,” Parsons said. “And
a lot of people are going to be
shocked at how far these girls
have come, how precise they
are, how good their short game
is. ... It’s really inspiring for
juniors in the community to
see what other kids their age
can do in this sport.”

Old Chatham’s bid to host
the U.S. Girls’ Junior will not
only be a great way to get even
more exposure for a well-estab-
lished golf club, Marino said,
but will also give the club a
chance to advocate for women
in golf.

“It’s an opportunity for us
to give back to amateur golf,”
Marino said. “That’s what it’s
all about here. That’s part of
the club’s mission. ... Howev-
er, this is an opportunity to
support an entirely different
demographic. These are junior
golfers, which is a growing
demographic of the game and,
on top of that, it’s junior girls.
These are going to be future
Division I golfers, future LPGA
stars.

“As a golfer, you want to see
the game grow,” Marino said.
“And this is how you grow it.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.

MANFRED

Continued from page B1

league

And those are just
some of the most notable
things.

His tenure has also
brought about minute
annoyances that people,
including myself, have
with him, stemming from
distasteful comments he’s
made or a clear lack of
leadership or consistency
coming from his office.

The latest issue I have
with Manfred, however,
deals with the former.

On July 19, ahead of
the 2022 MLB All-Star
Game, Manfred had a
press conference with the
Baseball Writers Associ-
ation of America, where
areporter asked him if
he saw any issues with
the way the league com-
pensates minor league
players.

“Look, I kind of reject
the premise of the ques-
tion that minor league
players are not paid a
living wage,” Manfred
answered. “I think that
we’ve made real strides
in the last three years
in terms of what minor
league players are paid,
even putting to one side
the signing bonuses
that many of them have
already received. They
received housing, which
obviously is another form
of compensation. So, you
know, I just reject the
question. I don’t know
what else to say.”

It’s the phrasing of
Manfred’s response
— not the opinion we
already knew he shared

— that truly gets me.

“Ireject the question,”
said the man in charge
of aleague that made
upwards of $10 billion in
2019.

Meanwhile, minor
leaguers have been in a
years-long battle for the
right to simply negotiate
their contracts. Thanks
to the 1922 Supreme
Court ruling on Federal
Baseball Club v. National
League, the MLB has
antitrust exemption that,
effectively, prevents mi-
nor leaguers from form-
ing unions or gaining
any protections against
labor-law violations.

And, thanks to MLB’s
stranglehold on minor
leaguers’ non-negotia-
ble contracts, they’ve
become part a profession
that hardly pays players a
livable wage.

The average minor
league salary ranges
from $400 (in rookie-ball
leagues) to $700 (Tri-
ple-A) per week, thanks
to a minor (no pun
intended) bump in salary
during the 2021 season.
That’s a range of about
$8,000 to $14,000 per five-
month season. If minor
leaguers got paid during
the offseason, which they
don’t, they’d only be mak-
ing between $19,200 and
$33,600 per year before
taxes. Depending on the
amount of people in their
household, that’s either
just above or just under
the Federal Poverty Line.

Earlier this year, I
read a Washington Post
op-ed that’s since re-
surfaced entitled “I'm
a minor-league pitcher.
Why can’t baseball pay a

living wage?” by former
Montgomery Biscuits
(Rays Double-A affiliate)
pitcher Simon Rosen-
blum-Larson.

In the op-ed, he dis-
cusses the things he’s
both experienced and
witnessed as a low-level
minor leaguer.

He writes of teammates
having to skip meals to
make rent, share apart-
ments with seven other
players and work multi-
ple jobs in the offseason
just to make ends meet.

“After my first game
as a professional ball-
player, I went home to
a cot squeezed into a
10-by-12-foot room that I
shared with a teammate
in a house set up by our
team. A few weeks later,
I received my first check,
for two weeks of work:
$550, before taxes and
clubhouse dues,” Rosen-
blum-Larson said in the
op-ed. “Was that worth
it for a shot at a dream?
Absolutely. But was it
fair? Absolutely not.”

And therein lies the
true issue here.

When a new crop of
players are drafted, as
was the case last week
during the 2022 MLB
Draft, they report to their
respective teams, hoping
that one day, they’ll get a
shot at the Show.

From there, they go
through years of grueling
spring trainings (which
teams aren’t required
to pay them for), long
seasons and financial
hardships in smaller
towns and cities across
the country. Some may do
this for five, six or seven
years before eventually

making it to the big stage
and getting a piece of the
$700,000 major-league
minimum salary.

But some will flame
out. Either their ability
will decline, forcing them
to fall out of baseball
entirely, or they simply
won't be able to handle
the restricting, ex-
hausting life of a minor
leaguer with no reward
in sight, being paid very
little by a league worth so
much money.

Fortunately, there are
actions being taken to
potentially lessen the
financial struggles of
minor leaguers.

The day before Man-
fred’s press conference
last week — and the
reason for which the
question was asked in
the first place — the U.S.
Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee sent a letter to the
MLB’s commissioner
requesting information
on the league’s antitrust
exemption.

The organization Advo-
cates for Minor Leaguers
has played a major role
in fueling the commit-
tee’s most recent inquiry
into the exemption — far
from the first — and the
organization’s executive
director, Harry Marino,
told Sports Illustrated
that bipartisan support
for minor leaguers’ labor
rights gives them hope
that this may actually
yield results down the
road.

Manfred had until
Tuesday to give his re-
sponse to the committee.

Regardless of what
happens with this
inquiry or any other

political approach to

the issue, such as Sen.
Bernie Sanders’ (I-Vt.)
Save American Base-
ball Act, introduced in
March, this is an issue
that all baseball fans and
most North Carolinians
should care about.

We live in a state with
10 MiL.B teams, a few
of which — the Greens-
boro Grasshoppers,
Winston-Salem Dash,
Durham Bulls, etc. —
are just a short drive
from Chatham County.
These are folks living in
our communities that,
in an effort to live out
their dreams, are being
neglected and exploited
by one of the wealthiest
sports leagues in the
country.

Manfred’s comments
last week not only sig-
naled that he’s as out-
of-touch as a pro sports
commissioner can be, but

he’s also a profits-first
businessman with little
concern for the players,
big and small, that he
oversees.

Maybe one day, we’ll
wake up in a world where
minor leaguers can be
adequately compensated
for the endless amount
of entertainment and
revenue they bring to
small American towns
and cities.

Until then, though,
we’re forced to watch
Manfred embarrass
himself while stuffing
his pockets with cash
amounting to more than
800-times that of the aver-
age minor leaguer.

As goes the wonderful
world of American pro
sports.

Reporter Victor Hensley
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

Low Cost Spay / Neuter - Only $20

Qualified applicants may purchase vouchers to use at
participating pet clinics. Submit applications to:

Sheriff’s Office Animal Resource Center

725 Renaissance Drive, Pittsboro, NC 27312
Phone: 919-542-7203 [{] facebook.com/chathamsoar

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11am-5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm, Closed Sun.

For a printable application, visit:
w4 www.chathamsheriff.com




JULY 28 - AUGUST 3, 2022 |

Chatham News + Record |

B3

GOUGH

Continued from page B1

sons by Scott Green, who accept-
ed the head volleyball coaching
position at Seaforth this summer.
Green amassed a 22-48 record
during his time with the Wolves,
the highlight of which was last
year’s 18-4 campaign, which saw
Woods Charter turn a major cor-
ner and reach the third round of
the 1A playoffs.

Despite her lack of head coach-
ing experience, Gough said her
ability to lead others — having
worked on specialty coaching
drills with her old club team after
graduating college — and teach
the fundamentals of volleyball
will go a long way.

And of course, the passion she
has for the game doesn’t hurt,
either.

‘It was freeing to play’

Gough’s volleyball journey start-
ed early in her middle school years
in Centreville, Virginia, a suburb of
Washington, D.C., with a popula-
tion of a little more than 74,000.

There, she became interested in
the sport and decided to take a cou-
ple of volleyball classes, which led
to her joining a 14U club team when
she was just 12 years old, choosing
to play a bit out of her age range.

As she soon came to find out, it
wasn’t easy.

“It was a little hard being so
much younger than everyone
else,” Gough said. “Starting out
and having to go through that age
jump, it really gave me a better
sense of how to be more mature
and become a leader. It kind of
instilled those skills in me.”

As much as Gough was drawn
to volleyball for its fundamentals,
its skill curve and its competitive
nature, she also used the game as
an escape, a way to calm herself
from the hustle and bustle of
middle and high school.

“When I started picking up vol-
leyball, it was just very freeing to
play,” she said. “I felt like I could
go out and just have that relief of
everything else in life. I could just
focus and hone in on volleyball. I
didn’t have to go and be worrying
about all of the tasks I had to do,
all of the high school drama in
life. I think that’s why I was really
passionate about it.”

Throughout middle school, she

bounced around between a few
different club teams, playing a
multitude of positions, including
defensive specialist, libero and
hitter.

But once she got to high school,
she found her home with a club
called Southwestern Youth
Association (SYA), based out of
Centreville, where she began to
play as a setter.

“I had the same coaches the
whole time and they were great,”
Gough said. “They motivated me.
T acknowledged them as family
and I played setter the whole
time. It allowed me to really be a
leader.”

For her final two seasons, Gough
acted as the team captain for a
squad that made it all the way to
the Capitol Hill Volleyball Classic in
Washington, D.C. —a USA Volley-
ball seeding tournament hosted
over President’s Day weekend that
features more than 1,000 teams from
across the nation — during her
junior and senior years.

“We actually ended up taking
second place one year and third
place another year, which was a
huge accomplishment,” Gough
said. “A lot of people don’t even
get to see the medals there, so that
was definitely a proud moment.”

Once her high school days were
behind her, Gough’s volleyball ca-
reer took a backseat to academics.

While studying at Virginia Tech
from 2017-21, she had a double-ma-
jor in biology and criminology,
leaving little time for her to pursue
volleyball besides the occasional
open gym or intramural game.

After graduating in 2021, Gough
was itching for a change of scenery.
That’s when she decided to move
to Pensacola, Florida, where she
stayed for a year before moving to
Raleigh so she could be closer to
her family in Northern Virginia.

With volleyball being a major
part of her life, part of settling
down in Raleigh was that she
needed to find a way to get on the
court as either a player or a coach.

Cue “Volleyball Play in the
Triangle.”

Leader of the pack

In her first season as a head
coach, Gough is inheriting a team
stacked with talent.

Woods Charter is coming off of
its best season in program history,
having won 18 games, including
the Central Tar Heel 1A conference

e d

title game over Chatham Charter,
and made it to the Elite Eight, drop-
ping a close one to Neuse Charter
on theroad, 3-1.

While the team is losing six
seniors, it still has all-conference
athletes Maya Sheridan and Lexi
Smollen — also the Central Tar
Heel Player of the Year — to act as
the backbone of a young nucleus
that Gough said she’s excited to
lead, even if it will be a learning
experience for her and the team.

“I know that I’'m going to have
a lot to learn as a coach,” Gough
said, “but I feel like (Dena Floyd)
and her whole team is very sup-
portive in every way.”

Gough said that her coaching
style will primarily be individu-
al-focused, catering to the needs
of each individual player rather
than having a cookie-cutter ap-
proach for all of her athletes.

If a player is more receptive to a
supportive, gentle coaching style,
that’s how she’ll approach them.
But if they need extra motivation
through tough love or construc-
tive criticism, she’ll go there, too.

“I just really want to make it a
good experience for the girls,” she
continued. “I had great coaches
growing up, especially with my
club team. They really motivated
me and it was a place where I
could come to practice and get rid
of all the stress from the day, so I
didn’t have to worry about it and
just have fun. ... I want to be able
to give that same experience to
the girls while also helping build
their skills.”

Before the Wolves’ season-open-
er against Franklin Academy on
Aug. 26, Gough said she and the
team have a lot of work to do,
which includes open gym sessions
like the one she hosted on Monday.

But when you’re passionate
about the sport, she said, it rarely
feels like work.

“I’'m honestly just excited to be
back in volleyball,” Gough said.
“T’ve been going to open gyms,
but it’s not been competitive play.
Even just being able to be right
there on the sidelines and coach
these girls and cheer them on as
they’re doing what, hopefully,
they love is going to be amazing.
... It’s going to be an amazing feel-
ing to be a part of that journey.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be
reached at vhensley@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Frezeal33.
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Graphic by UNC Athletics

Former Northwood pitcher Davis Palermo, a four-
year player at UNC, was drafted by the Colorado
Rockies with the 236th overall pick (8th round) in
the 2022 MLB Draft on July 18. In his final season
with the Heels, he posted a 2.72 ERA with 74
strikeouts in 58 1/3 innings pitched.

PALERMO

Continued from page B1

tion to return to school
for another year, he’s al-
ready made up his mind.
The 22-year-old flew out
to Arizona on Sunday

to sign his contract and
undergo a physical be-
fore being given his first
assignment as a pro.

“It’s always tough espe-
cially with how awesome
UNC has been to me and
how great my experience
was there,” Palermo said.
“It’s always tough to say
‘bye’ to that and move on.
It was just the right time
for me.”

Palermo wasn’t a
major prospect for much
of his career. Colleges
didn’t start recruiting
him until his junior year
of high school, even as
he shined as a starting
pitcher for coach Thom-
as Parks at Northwood.
Wanting to use Palermo

as much as he could,
Parks pushed him into
the bullpen for his senior
campaign.

That decision trans-
lated well for college.
Palermo improved
every season and was
primarily used in relief,
where his 94-97 mph
fastball and newly
developed slider caught
hitters off balance in
2022.

Growing up less than
15 minutes from the
campus of UNC, Palermo
idolized Tar Heel baseball
stars Dustin Ackley, Alex
White and Kyle Seager.
He attended games
regularly and revered the
2007 team that went 57-16.
Ackley and White were
drafted in the first round
of the 2009 MLB Draft
and Seager went in the
third.

Palermo always wanted
to be like them.

Now he’s getting his
shot.

NOW OPENI"

During these dog days of summer, it's
not always easy to stay cool, but we
have the solution! Get ready to dip
your toes and swing your paddles at
the newest amenity at Chatham Park.
We are excited to announce that Pad-
dles, a swim, and pickleball amenity -
is the perfect place to relax by the
pool or engage in a rousing game of
pickleball. We celebrated the open-
ing in July, and our members have
taken full advantage of this beautiful
addition to the area.

Paddles Swim & Pickleball is located
in Vineyards at Chatham Park adja-
cent to Knight Farm Community Park
and features a six-lane competi-
tion-style pool, a kiddie pool, and a
concession stand. Members can
enjoy umbrellas, individual loungers,
and outdoor showers. Outside of the
swim area, there are eight pickleball
courts, so bring your neighbors and
your best game!

Not familiar with pickleball? Easier to
learn than tennis with less stress on
the joints than aerobics, pickleball is a
great way to stay healthy and meet
your neighbors! It is the fastest-grow-
ing sport in America, with more than
10,000 courts nationwide.

Don't live in Chatham Park? No prob-
lem! Paddles is a private membership
facility with memberships open to
everyone.

"We are so excited to open this gor-
geous new amenity," said Vanessa
Jenkins, Executive Vice President of
Preston Development Company. "We
welcome anyone from the area who
would like to become a member, resi-
dents and non-residents alike."

=8 CHATHAM PARK

Paddles is just one more example of
the incredible growth happening in
our live, work, play, and learn mas-
ter-planned community in Pittsboro,
North Carolina. For more information
on our current amenities, and homes,
or how we fulfill our promises for
more balanced lifestyle opportuni-
ties, visit our new Vineyards Informa-
tion Center located at Paddles Swim
& Pickleball at 500 Vine Parkway.

SCAN HERE FOR PADDLES
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

§
o i

DISCOVER CHATHAM PARK AT CHATHAMPARK.COM
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BY MAYDHA DEVARAJAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Commis-
sioners on Monday raised con-
cerns about the town’s sanita-
tion services contract with an
external vendor and agreed to
schedule further discussions
regarding the pending merg-
er with Sanford’s water and
sewer system.

Pittsboro’s board authorized
Town Manager Chris Kennedy
to send a letter of intent to
the city of Sanford in May to
establish a merger between
Sanford and Pittsboro’s water
systems.

At Monday’s meeting,
Kennedy said staff of the two
municipalities have drafted a
scope of work, which is await-
ing final consent. He said staff
are examining the benefits and
expenses of a merger and are
looking to have a deliverable
containing their findings for
the board within 90 days and a
final report in 180 days.

Commissioner James Vose
asked whether it would be
possible for the board to be pro-
vided with a “real-time update”
sooner than three months from
now.

“I feel like this is a very
important project for us, and
I think I myself would benefit
from discussion, and I feel
[like] really the board would,”
Vose said.

Kennedy said staff are going
through a data collection pro-
cess, assessing assets and debt
services regarding the merger,
and promised to provide up-
dates at the board’s meeting.

PITTSBORO COMMISSIONERS

Board discusses sanitation services,
pending water merger with Sanford

The board also spent much
of the meeting discussing the
town’s sanitation services con-
tract with GFL Environmental,
an external sanitation ven-
dor. GFL provides trash and
recycling collection services
for Pittsboro residences and
certain businesses; as Pitts-
boro renews that contract, the
town is looking to increase its
recycling services.

At the moment, the ven-
dor provides trash collection
service to Pittsboro in 95-gallon
containers on a weekly basis
and recycling collection service
in 65-gallon containers on a
bi-weekly basis. Commercial
customers receive charges
individually via their utility
bill, while residential custom-
ers pay a total on their annual
tax bill — the base rate for
residents is $210, according to a
board memo.

GFL offered three potential
contract additions that would
alter the town’s current ser-
vices:

- changing the recycling
container size from 65 gal-
lons to 95 gallons and keep-
ing the same bi-weekly pick-
up schedule. This change
would increase the recycle
rate from $2.85 per cart to
$3.75 per cart.

- changing the recycling
schedule to every week and
keeping the same 65-gallon
recycling containers. This
change would increase the
recycle rate from $2.85 per cart
to $6.88 per cart.

- establishing a yard waste
collection on the non-recy-
cle service week in 95-gallon

containers. The memo states
that GFL will provide the bins
needed. Bi-weekly yard waste
collection would be $2.48 per
95-gallon container. During the
meeting, Kennedy said there is
no price comparison because
the town would absorb the
cost.

Commissioner Kyle Shipp
said about a third of the recy-
cling cans he observed while
driving around town last week
were overflowing.

“I think that 90 cents a
month increase for that large
of a size of container is really
good,” Shipp said. “I'm sur-
prised to see how much more
it costs to do recycling every
week, and it’s probably not
worth it.”

Shipp also said he’d wished
the board had received the
information regarding options
for expanded services when
the town’s budget was being
considered, calling it “effective-
ly ataxincrease.”

“With that being said, I think
it’s reasonable but it’s certain-
ly adding costs just outside of
the budget,” he said.

Kennedy agreed, saying it
was “a fair point,” and some-
thing staff tried to avoid. He
suggested moving the com-
mencement of the expanded
services to the following fiscal
year in an addition to the
contract, but Shipp expressed
support for the Nov. 1 start
date previously recommended
by Kennedy.

Commissioner John Bonitz
also voiced concerns regarding
the planned fluorescent color
scheme of the cans, suggesting

instead blue for recycling and
green or brown for trash or
yard debris.

“I remain concerned that
notwithstanding your point
that we’re a small customer,
in five years we’ll be a bigger
customer,” Bonitz said. “And
I’'m not comfortable agreeing
to a five-year contract with a
service provider that is unre-
sponsive to questions about
aesthetics of the colors of
the bins, and unresponsive to
concerns about the imperative
that we all reduce our pollu-
tion emissions and transpor-
tation.”

Similarly, Commissioner
Jay Farrell also expressed
reservations about putting in a
third bin for yard waste, citing
the potential lack of space
for another container as the
construction of homes in high
density in the area continues.

In other business:

« Following the COVID state
of emergency being lifted Aug.
15, commissioners will no lon-
ger be allowed to join meetings
remotely.

“Based on what we’ve seen
from advice of legal counsel
across the state as well as the
School of Government, that it
will prohibit board members
from participating remotely,
which is kind of a pre-pandem-
ic open meetings law,” Kenne-
dy said.

There will be no restric-
tions on the public attending
meetings, Kennedy said, and
he anticipates the board will
continue to stream meetings
online.

 As part of the unanimous
approval of the consent agen-
da, the board approved a bud-
get amendment carrying over
funds from the previous fiscal
year for police computers and
vehicle upfit. According to the
budget amendment memo, the
Pittsboro Police Department
had funds allocated during
FY 2021-22 year to buy new
computers for police vehicles
and to upfit their vehicles, but
because of supply issues the
computers weren’t delivered
and the upfit did not occur.

« During the presentation of
new business, the board unan-
imously voted to approve the
acceleration of the Chatham
Park Way South project under
the N.C. Dept. of Transpor-
tation’s State Transportation
Improvement Program. The
acceleration also allows Cha-
tham Park investors to con-
struct the project and be later
reimbursed by N.C. DOT.

The project is estimated
to cost around $65 million,
according to a board memo.
The southern section of the
road project includes building
a two-lane divided roadway
at anew spot on U.S. Hwy. 15-
501/N.C. Hwy. 87 and widening
a section of the current two-
lane Chatham Park Way to
four lanes.

Commissioners will meet
again Aug. 8 at the Chatham
County Agriculture & Confer-
ence Center in Pittsboro.

Reporter Maydha Devarajan
can be reached at mdevarajan@
chathamnr.com and on Twitter
@maydhadevarajan.

Sawyer Shafer selected to guide J-M’s new theater curriculum

From J-MArts

SILER CITY — Theater
classes return to Jor-

m dan-Mat-
thews High
School this
fall for the
first time
in decades,
with stage
profession-
al Sawyer
Shafer being appointed
this afternoon as the
school’s new theater arts
teacher.

As currently struc-
tured, the new faculty
position will be shared
with Chatham Central
High School, with Shafer
teaching both semesters
in Siler City and Bear
Creek.

His arrival as teacher
and artistic director is
a major milestone in
JM theater, a program
revived by JMArts, the
Jordan-Matthews Arts
Foundation, more than
a decade ago — initial-
ly with shows written
in-house to raise enough
money and develop
enough student talent
to produce Broadway
musicals. From the
beginning, nearly all
school theatrical produc-
tions, acting instruction
and trips to experience
regional and touring
shows have been fund-
ed almost entirely by
JMArts through private
donations and grants.

Shafer, a theater
professional living in
Greensboro, became
interested in the new
teaching position after
being hired by JMArts to
direct the school’s spring
production of “Oklaho-
ma!” Though he spent
two years as director and
producer of Finneytown
High School’s musical
theater program in Cin-
cinnati, Shafer said he
hadn’t really considered
moving into full-time
teaching until his experi-
ence here.

“I am beyond excit-
ed to finally be joining
the teaching staffin a
full-time capacity,” he
said. “From day one, it
was clear to me that the
students here at JM are

Shafer

JMArts is a
nonprofit
organization
providing what JM
students need to
succeed in dance,
music, theater and
visual arts.

some of the most enthu-
siastic and talented Kkids
that I have ever met, and I
cannot think of a student
body more deserving of
the opportunity to engage
with the theatre arts on a
daily basis.”

Shafer has a broad and
distinguished history in
professional theater and
theater education.

In addition to his work
at Finneytown High
School in Cincinnati, he
has served in various
roles at Creative Greens-
boro, Virginia Repertory
Theatre and in Ohio
for Mechanicsburg
High School, Marietta
College and Cincinnati
Playhouse in the Park.
He currently oversees
the performance space
and facility for Creative
Greensboro.

An Ohio native, Shafer
received his Bachelor of
Arts in Theatre Studies
magna cum laude in
2018 from Wright State
University.

JMArts President Rose
Pate said she couldn’t
be happier with the
appointment. Though
Shafer has directed just
one show at JM, students
loved working with him
and their collaboration
was rewarded this spring
when the cast received
anomination for Best
Ensemble in the Triangle
Rising Stars regional
musical theater awards.
The Triangle Rising Stars
is an annual competition
for high schools in North
Carolina’s Triangle and
Triad regions, where top
individual actors selected
at the Durham Perform-
ing Arts Center advance
to The Jimmy Awards, a
national competition on
Broadway.

” After watching his
competent and compas-
sionate work with our
student actors during

“Oklahoma!” rehearsals,
I couldn’t be happier that
Mr. Shafer decided to
join the JM family,” Pate
said. “I look forward to
watching him collaborate
with our other arts teach-
ers to grow our theater
program.”

After the successful
spring production of
“OKklahomal!,” Shafer
agreed to direct JM’s
upcoming production of
“Shrek The Musical,”
so he had already been
thinking about where
to take JM theater over
the coming months. But
now, he’ll have even more
to keep himself busy
as the new school year
approaches.

“I have spent a lot of
my downtime this sum-
mer brainstorming new
and innovative ways to
tailor the theater curric-
ulum to this community,
and I hope the students
are as responsive to these
new ideas as they were
to the vision we had for
‘Oklahoma!’ last spring,”
he said. “I never thought
I would be this excited
to go back to high school
again, but the welcome I
received in Siler City has
me counting down the
days until the school year
starts.”

JMArts is a nonprofit
organization providing
what JM students need
to succeed in dance,
music, theater and visual
arts. All money raised
through individual do-
nations, admission fees,
fundraising events and
grants goes directly to
providing performance
showcases, educational
opportunities, instru-
ments and supplies for
students.

The nonprofit is best
known for JMArts
Scholars. Scholarships
are awarded each year
allowing returning
JM students to pursue
intensive study over
the summer, usually at
weeklong, residential
workshops offered on
university campuses.
Other major projects
include the school’s an-
nual musical, a variety
of public events and the
New York Arts Adven-

ture, where eight stu-
dents travel to New York
City for five days over
spring break to experi-
ence the best in the arts

Tuesday, August 2nd

and learn directly from
several world-renowned
professionals.

More information
about JMArts, including

Chatham COA
Events & Announcements

August 2nd through August 5th

a schedule of all up-
coming arts events and
information on member-
ship, is available online at
JMArts.org.

* Body Conditioning w/Jackie at 8:00 AM (at Eastern Chatham Senior Center -

masks optional, RSVP w/Jackie Green)
e Blood Pressure Screening at 10:00 AM (at ECSC)

e Woodcarvers at 10:00 AM (at ECSC)

e Bingo w/Joe at 10:15 AM (at ECSC)

¢ Spill the Beans w/Liz at 11:00 AM (at ECSC)
* Rummikub at 1:00 PM (at ECSC)

Wednesday, August 3rd

* 3G's Men's Group at 9:00 AM (at ECSC)
e Chair Yoga w/Liz at 10:00 AM (at ECSC and on Zoom, RSVP w/ Liz Lahti)
* Games and Coffee w/Chatham County Sheriff's Department at 10:00 AM (ECSC)

e |et's Get Reacquainted at 11:00 AM (at ECSC)

e Open Art Studio at 1:00 PM (at ECSC)

Thursday, August 4th

¢ Body Conditioning w/Jackie at 8:00 AM (at ECSC - masks optional, RSVP

w/Jackie Green

e Needleworking Group at 10:00 AM (at ECSC)
e |et's Move w/Jackie at 10:00 AM (at ECSC, RSVP Jackie Green)
e Games and Coffee at 10:00 AM (at ECSC)
* Science with Alan at 11:00 AM (at ECSC)
¢ Line Dancing at 1:30 PM (at ECSC)

e Gentle Yoga w/ Liz at 3:00 PM (at ECSC, RSVP Liz Lahti)

Friday, August 5th

¢ Body Conditioning w/Jackie at 8:00 AM (at ECSC - masks required, RSVP

w/Jackie Green

e Games and Coffee at 10:00 AM (at ECSC)
e Team Jeopardy at 11:00 AM (at ECSC)
¢ Friday Night Dance at 7:00 PM (at Western Chatham Senior Center, fee required)

For more information or to register for these and other programs, visit our
website: chathamcouncilonaging.org/activities/calendars/

RSVP Contacts:

Jackie Green - 919-542-4512, ext. 227 or jackie.green@chathamcoa.org
Liz Lahti - 919-542-4512, ext. 228 or liz.lahti@chathamcoa.org

The Chatham COA is Here for You!

For more information on our ongoing programs & services visit our website
at chathamcoa.org or call our centers, Monday-Friday, 8 am - 5 pm.

Eastern Chatham Senior Center (ECSC)
365 NC-87 N
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Western Chatham Senior Center (WCSC)

112 Village Lake Road

919-542-4512

Siler City, NC 27344
919-742-3975
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Siler City Commissioners appoint
Jay Underwood to at-large seat

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The town’s board of
commissioners appointed James “Jay”
Underwood to Mayor Chip Price’s un-
expired at-large commissioner seat in a

special meeting Monday.

The board originally convened to
interview Underwood and Donald
Matthews, both of whom unsuccess-
fully sought election to the board in
May before applying for Price’s seat.
They were expected to be interviewed
separately, with commissioners then
voting by ballot to decide the winner.
But during time provided to him to
make a five-minute opening statement,
Matthews announced to commissioners
he was withdrawing his candidacy for

the at-large position.

“I went to the VA [Veterans Admin-
istration] today and there are some

things that I have to immediately take

care of,” he said through tears.
Matthews told the board that

an upcoming surgical procedure

wouldn’t allow him to give his full

commitment to the position if he

were selected.

“For me to go and proceed with this
would be selfish on my part,” Matthews
said. “I wish you guys the best because
this can be the best place to live in the
state if you guys work together for the
common good.”

After Matthews’s withdrawal, com-
missioners went on with the question-
ing process for Underwood. While he
was the only candidate left to choose
from, Siler City Commissioner Norma

Boone said it was important for the

board to follow the protocols the board
set.

“I would still like for us to do the
questioning because we still need to
know where he is on some of these
issues,” Boone said.

The board asked Underwood an ar-
ray of questions, mostly regarding why
he wanted to become a commissioner.
Underwood’s response: he wants to
make Siler City a place children want
to move back to once they complete
their education.

He drew from his personal experi-
ence, saying his eldest daughter recent-
ly had to move to Virgina to find work
because of the lack of employment
opportunities in Siler City.

“I was really hoping she’d find some-
thing closer to home, but unfortunately
there’s nothing around here,” he said.

“T’d love to see Siler City to what we
used to have — we had industry, we had
businesses, and we had young adults
staying in town. Now, unfortunately,
that’s not the case.”

Underwood said Monday that prior to
his campaign, he had no political expe-
rience. He hoped to be able to learn on
the job and play a role in improving the
town and prospects for its residents.

“I just want to be able to get some-
thing here, and for our youth to be
proud of the town they came from,”
Underwood said.

Underwood is expected to be sworn in
by the time of the board’s next meeting,
which is scheduled for Aug. 1.

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be reached
at theeden@chathamnr.com and on
Twitter at @HeedenTaylor.

WASTEWATER STUDY COMMISSION

Group narrows solution options, begins
preparations for report to commissioners

BY BILL HORNER Il
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — In its
final group meeting be-
fore sharing recommen-
dations with the county’s
board of commissioners,
the Chatham County
Wastewater Study Com-
mission on Monday nar-
rowed its list of potential
solutions for addressing
the county’s myriad of
wastewater issues to six
— three long-term and
three interim.

The group plans to
refine its work through
email messaging while
preparing a September
presentation to commis-
sioners.

At the Chatham
County Agriculture &
Conference Center in
the board’s fifth meeting
since January, study
commission members
discussed, brainstormed
and ultimately voted
— amiable, but with oc-
casional strong disagree-
ments — before whittling
down its list from 10
potential options.

The group’s three long-
term solution recommen-
dations — to be explored
in a second phase of its
work, based on reaction
by and direction from
county commissioners
— include two potential
partnerships with nearby
wastewater treatment
plant (WWTP) operators
and the construction of a
new WWTP system.

Those recommenda-
tions include:

« utilizing an extension
of Durham County’s Tri-

angle WWTP to northeast
Chatham

- utilizing an extension
of the South Durham
system — part of the city
of Durham’s wastewater
system — to northeast
Chatham

« building a new
wastewater system for
northeast Chatham,
which would involve the
formation of either a new
public authority or a pub-
lic/private partnership

Each of the three
options provided unique
challenges, including
willing partners in
Durham and the huge
expenditure of a new
WWTP. But Chatham’s
rapid growth and existing
problems with private
wastewater system
capacity in place necessi-
tate solutions to allow for
continued development
in northeast Chatham.

Liz Rolison, one of the
three co-chairpersons of
the group, said the evalu-
ation of the options would
likely involve engineering
studies that would, among
other projections, look at
Chatham’s wastewater
demands over the next
30-50 years.

“Using that informa-
tion, Phase 2 will need to
further explore partner-
ship arrangements with
Durham County and City
of Durham and assess
whether the projected
wastewater demand is
sufficient to make building
aregional wastewater sys-
tem in northeast Chatham
County viable — and if so
where it would be located
and how discharge will

ABOUT THE WASTEWATER STUDY COMMISSION

e the 12-member group was formed by the Chatham County Board
of Commissioners in November 2021 to study future growth and
wastewater treatment options in the underserved northeastern part

of the county

e the group’s members have a wide array of wastewater expertise
and a variety of viewpoints about best practices for wastewater

treatment

* its first meeting was in January; Monday’s meeting was the

group’s fifth

e the group is scheduled to make a Phase 1 presentation to the

county’s board of commissioners in September

e the group’s “problem statement,” which it created early on,
addresses the rapid growth of northeast Chatham and the lack of
sustainability of existing wastewater services within the county,

as well as a review of all potential solutions based on “smart
growth principles, properly balanced residential and commercial
property components, sound business practices, and environmental

sensitivity”

e of the 14 existing wastewater package plants operating in
northeast Chatham, three are regularly not meeting nutrient
requirements for discharge, three are at or near capacity, three are
approaching end of life status and one system has been responsible

for 35 sewage spills into nearby waterways

be handled,” she told the
News + Record. “Depend-
ing on these findings, they
will likely need a hydrolo-
gy study to determine the
feasibility and cost of mov
ing wastewater from the
study area — or a portion
of the study area — to any
of these three options.”

Rolison estimated the
timeline of those options
at eight to 10 years, and
even longer for a new
regional wastewater
system.

The group also decided
— with mixed consensus
— on three interim op-
tions that would, among
other things, provide a
bridge to longer-term
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solutions and improve
upon the 14 existing
“package” WWTP
operating in northeast
Chatham County. Those
plants handle about a
million gallons of raw
sewage per day, but some
have experience multiple
spills — particularly in
Briar Chapel — and can’t
accommodate projected
growth in the area.

The interim options

ing counties

- managing decentral-
ized systems by providing
oversight of existing
package plants

« agricultural use of
reclaimed water, which
involves moving biosol-
ids and some reclaimed
water for processing and
distributing to farmers in
Chatham and surround-

The group also elimi-
nated three other poten-

with member Scott Peck
facilitating — to brain-
storming the benefits
and challenges of the 10
options, with the goal

of collectively deciding
which of them to con-
tinue pursuing. Those
options in the assessment
exercise where “bene-
fits,” as decided on by
members, outweighed
“challenges” were given
consideration for addi-
tional discussion.

Chatham County Man-
ager Dan LaMontagne,
who was in attendance,
told commission mem-
bers the county’s growth
necessitated having plans
to address its wastewater
issues “ready to go,” and
that the county’s board of
commissioners planned to
follow through based on
the commission’s efforts.

“We’re going to see the
most dramatic changes
in the county’s history in
the next five years,” he
said.

A decision to move for-
ward with any of the lon-
ger-term options depends
on additional information
about projected growth,
LaMontagne said, and the
long-term plans of the pri-
vate systems in the area.

“A demand projection
study would be useful
in answering many
questions, but that study
would be informed by po-

include: tial solutions from further tential future changesin
- a “status quo” option  discussion and combined land use that could result

that would continue the a fourth option with one from the county’s Unified

use of privately-owned on its interim list. Development Ordinance

systems, some of which
have shown improved
performance after owner-
ship changes

atham

BEST ST
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Study commission
members devoted a little
more than an hour of
Monday’s meeting —

project,” he said.

Rolison said the group
still wasn’t clear about
what to expect from the
county when it makes its
presentation to com-
missioners, tentatively
scheduled for Sept. 19.
The county, she said,
has “been clear that
they really don’t feel
like wastewater is their
responsibility — that it’s
really the responsibility
of the state, or municipal-
ities.”

That would make one
of the long-term solu-
tions the group agreed
to continue pursuing
— building a regional
WWTP in northeast
Chatham County — a tall
order.

Rolison said members
of the study commis-
sion “were about evenly
split” on the issue of
“smart growth” versus
“no growth” in Chatham
County.

“But the thing that I
think we all agree on is
regardless of whether you
want to promote growth
or not, you have to have
adequate wastewater
infrastructure for what
development is being
approved,” she said. “And
in northeast Chatham
County, it’s been consis-
tently growing. We can’t
say it isn’t, you know, so
we need to be ready for it.
We need to handle it more
responsibly.”
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POLICE REPORTS

CHATHAM COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

On July 15, John Monroy-Pu-
lido, 31, of 23 Glendale Drive,
Pittsboro, was arrested by Dep-
uty Tyler Clark for two counts
of resisting a public officer. He
was issued a $500 secured bond
and is scheduled to appear

in Chatham County District
Court on July 19.

On July 15, Derek Deleon
Taylor, 44, of 3022 Byrd Ave-
nue, Sanford, was arrested by
Investigator Ricky Culberson
for trafficking in methamphet-
amines, possession with intent
to manufacture/sell/deliver
methamphetamines, posses-
sion of methamphetamines,
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, possession with intent

to manufacture/sell/deliver
marijuana, maintaining a ve-
hicle for controlled substance,
possession of marijuana
paraphernalia, possession of a
firearm by a felon, and carry-
ing a concealed gun. He was
issued a $200,000 secured bond
and is scheduled to appear

in Chatham County District
Court on Aug. 15.

On July 17, Darlin Fonseca-Al-
maraz, 19, of 24 Heath Road Lot
134, Chapel Hill, was arrested
by Deputy Andrew Gray for
fleeing to elude arrest with a
motor vehicle. She was issued
a written promise to appear in
Wake County District Court in
Raleigh on Aug. 22.

On July 18, Patricia Ann Hart,
41, of 30 Kivett Court Drive,

Siler City, was arrested by
Deputy Conner Lee for simple
assault. She was issued a writ-
ten promise to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court in
Pittsboro on Aug. 2.

On July 18, Tina Marie Beers,
38, of 305 N Dogwood Avenue,
Bear Creek, was arrested by
Deputy Breanna Burkett for
breaking and entering, larce-
ny after breaking/entering,
obtaining property under false
pretense, and possession of
stolen good/property. She was
issued a $50,000 secured bond
and is scheduled to appear

in Chatham County District
Court in Pittsboro on Aug. 15.

On July 18, Michael Wayne
York, 50, of 2423 Silk Hope
Lindley Mill Road, Siler

City, was arrested by Deputy
Vincent Iorio for failure to
appear. He was issued a $1,000
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
District Court in Pittsboro on
July 26.

Mr. York was also arrested by
Deputy Iorio for probation vi-
olation. He was issued a $5,000
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
District Court in Pittsboro on
July 26.

On July 20, Steven Augestine
Bozzo, 41, of 4641 Lambeth Mill
Road, Bennett, was arrested by
Deputy Jonathan Frazier for
felony stalking. He was issued
a $1,000 secured bond and is
scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court in
Pittsboro on Aug. 15.

On July 20, Jermond Monya
Freeman, 39, of 7710 Rogers
Road, Chapel Hill, was arrested
by Deputy Marcus Hart for
common law robbery, assault
on a female, Domestic Violence
Protective Order violation,
battery of an unborn child, and
injury to personal property. He
was issued a $50,000 secured
bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in Durham County Court
in Durham on Aug. 1.

On July 20, Ryan Alezander
Seymour, 30, of 1115 Mt. Gilead
Church Road, Pittsboro, was
arrested by Deputy Jonathan
Frazier for unauthorized use of
a motor vehicle. He was issued
a written promise to appear

in Chatham County District
Court in Pittsboro on Aug. 17.

CCS hires Burton as executive director
for secondary and CTE

PITTSBORO — The Chatham County
Board of Education approved the hire
of Michelle Burton as the executive
director for Secondary and Career and
Technical Education Wednesday. In her
new role, Burton will lead the district’s
curriculum efforts to support the
academic achievement of all students
across the district in grades 9-12. In ad-
dition, Burton will oversee the Career
and Technical Education program.

Burton has worked in education in
North Carolina and Virginia for 24
years. She has served as an elementary
teacher, assistant principal and prin-
cipal of high schools, HR coordinator,

chief human resources officer and,
most recently, assistant superintendent
of student services and innovative
programs. Burton’s passion for stu-
dents and their education has been the
driving force behind all of her work.
While serving as principal of Weldon
High School, Burton was recognized
by Halifax Community College with
the Principal’s Leadership Award. This
award recognizes outstanding leader-
ship, determination and innovation
by increasing student engagement,
inspiring teachers, staff and students
and enhancing the learning environ-
ment. During her tenure at Weldon

High School, Burton was recognized as
the 2015 Wells Fargo Principal of the
Year for Weldon City Schools. Burton
also is a graduate of the North Carolina
School Superintendents’ Association
Aspiring Superintendents Program.

Burton earned her bachelor’s in
English and master’s in Teaching from
Hampton University. She has an Educa-
tional Specialist Degree in Educational
Leadership and Administration from
George Washington University. Cur-
rently, she is a doctoral student at High
Point University.

“We are fortunate to have Ms. Burton
joining our team,” Superintendent Dr.

Anthony Jackson said. “Her experience
will benefit our students and ensure

we continue to provide high-quality
secondary and Career and Technical
Education programs for our students.
She brings tremendous passion and
energy to Chatham County Schools.”

Burton said she is excited about her
new role.

“I am eager to join Chatham County
Schools,” she said. “I look forward to
working with all stakeholders to ensure
the continued access to high-quality

learning experiences that will enhance

the college- and career-readiness for all
students.”
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Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Sunflowers from Periwinkle Farms on
full display at the Farmer’s Market at

the Plant.

Market.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks
Grand Hope Farms grows and sells a large variety of tomatoes including

four different varieties of cherry tomatoes.

4" Ve
Staff photo by Kim Hawks
Aunt Kelly Hughes of Pittsboro and
her 9-year-old niece Lola Lewis

of Wilmington enjoyed morning
shopping at the Chatham Farmers

Farmers market
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On behalf of the Pittsboro Street Fair
committee, we would like to thank all of

(https://forms.gle/FBAq24DeeH4u8Dq78)

> Pittshoro Street Fair <

Sat urday, October 29

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Kim D’Amico puts her purchased produce in her
tote bag.
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Does a secretive underground Pittsboro facility
serve as inspiration for the ‘Stranger Things’ lab?

BY HANNAH KAUFMAN
Indy Week

PITTSBORO — At first
glance, Big Hole Road appears
to be an ordinary, dusty coun-
try road — the kind of dead-
end street a wrong turn might
lead you down if you’re lost in
Pittsboro.

But if that wrong turn takes
you farther down Big Hole
Road, you might notice that
some of the houses along the
road seem a little out of place
— mismatched and clashing in
a world of homeowners associ-
ations and uniform suburbia.
You might also wonder why the
road is empty, despite it being
the middle of the day.

The lure of this place,
though, doesn’t lie along the
road but at the end of it, where
you’ll be met with an empty
guard box, a warning sign
in blaring red font and a tall
barbed-wire gate adorned with
the AT&T logo. Dig a little
deeper — seven stories deep,
even — and you might find a
giant, secretive underground
bunker that stretches some-
where below the site’s 191 acres
of property. You might need a
pretty big shovel.

Like Nancy Wheeler, one of
the characters in the wildly
popular Netflix show “Strang-
er Things,” 'm an intern at a
local paper trying to get a start
in the world of journalism.
Unlike Nancy Wheeler, though,
my editors actually give me the
chance to explore stories.

Stranger Things is the
creative brainchild of identical
twins Matt and Ross Duffer,
who were born and raised in
Durham. If you pay careful
attention through the show’s
four seasons, the Duffer broth-
ers have hidden North Caro-
lina Easter eggs throughout
the entire show, including the
layout of the show’s fictional
town of Hawkins, Indiana with
identical streets to Durham
like Kerley and Cornwallis;
bodies of water named Jordan
Lake and Eno River; and a
direct reference to Durham in
Season 4.

The brothers have confirmed
many of these details as being
influenced by their childhood
— but have provided little
information on the inspira-
tion behind Hawkins Lab, the
creepy government building at
the center of the plot.

That’s where this assign-
ment on Big Hole — an un-
derground facility located in
Chatham County — comes in.
Named after the not-so-subtle
75-foot hole dug in the ground
during its construction, it is
rumored to be several stories
deep, while atop its grassy
surface sit a few oddly shaped
buildings, huge security cam-
eras and antennae. The entire-
ty of the facility is surrounded
by a barbed-wire fence and “no
trespassing” signs.

The site dates back to the
1960s when AT&T built five
central facilities as part of the
Project Offices program. With-
in this confidential program,
AT&T built and maintained
several structurally sound
facilities along the East Coast
of the United States in the mid-
20th century for an ongoing
non-public project. In addition
to Big Hole, these facilities
were also constructed inside
various northeastern moun-
tains.

AT&T has never disclosed
the purpose of these bases,
besides a vague assertion of
“communications,” but accord-
ing to a 2008 Raleigh News &
Observer article, the sites were
originally intended as nuclear
bunkers for government and
military officials during the
height of the Cold War. With

The exterior of the Big Hole facility in Chatham County.

the rise of the nuclear age in
the 1960s, the federal govern-
ment contracted with AT&T to
run classified communication
networks at secret sites around
the country. Project Offices was
one such classified program —
the five facilities were linked
by a troposcatter radio system
so that government officials
inside one site could still
communicate with the other
four facilities and maintain a
skeletal national system for
“continuity of government”
(COG) in the case of a nuclear
attack.

The most publicly known
COG facility is the Greenbrier
Bunker, a presidential reloca-
tion facility in West Virginia
that now lies under a luxurious
hotel after being exposed in
a 1992 article and decommis-
sioned, leaving little evidence
behind — except for a tele-
phone switchboard with the
words “CHATAM” and “HGR-
STOWN?” on it, linking it to Big
Hole and the Project Office in
Hagerstown, Maryland.

But even among the special-
ized Project Offices, Chatham
County’s sticks out like a sore
thumb. The locations of the
other four facilities, which are
all Washington, DC-adjacent,
are more logical. The Cha-
tham County facility makes
the least sense. It’s all the way
in the remote woods of North
Carolina, removed from the
other four neighboring Project
Offices — what makes Big Hole
so special?

In a 2000 INDY Week piece
about the site, former Pittsboro
mayor — and former AT&T
employee — Chuck Devinney
had this to say about his time
at Big Hole: “I wiped it all out
of my head. When I went out
the door, I never looked back.”
Reached over email, current
mayor Cindy Perry didn’t offer
much more: “I don’t know any
details about the Big Hole,” she
wrote.

AT&T media contacts did not
respond to INDY requests for
comment.

Rebecca Kastleman, an
assistant professor of English
and Comparative Literature at
Columbia University, grew up
in Chatham County and pub-
lished a scholarly article called

3

‘Big Hole: Excavating Intimate
Histories of a Nuclear Home-
front” in 2020. She said it’s the
site’s very remoteness that
may have givenitalegupasa
nuclear bunker for military or
government officials.

“Its distance from DC might
have been seen as an advantage
in certain nuclear scenarios,”
Kastleman said over the phone.
“I think the real question to
ask is, why is there a direct line
to the Chatham station from
the Greenbrier Hotel? Who
would the president need to
communicate with at Cha-
tham?”
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If you're befuddled by the
site’s history, its present-day
state guarantees still more
questions. The facility was
rumored to close in 2008, and
it’s unclear whether it’s still ac-
tive. When I visited this week, I
noticed that the pavement was
fresh and the grass had just
been mowed. Validating my
suspicions, longtime Chatham
resident Daniel Fields says Big
Hole Road has remained sur-
prisingly busy over the years,
despite its apparent abandon-
ment.

“T’ve seen people there
over the years, turning down
that road or turning out of it,
trucks working on the lines
right near there,” Fields says.
Matt Phillips, one of Fields’s
childhood friends who lived
in the South Chapel Hill-Cha-
tham County area, says he
recalls his friend group’s grow-
ing curiosity around Big Hole
and the mismatched homes
along the road.

“You know when you go to a
minigolf course and stuff is ob-
viously fake and kind of weird-
ly proportioned?” Phillips said.
“Very similar energy.”

In the INDY Week article
about Big Hole, two decades
ago, local residents told the
paper that they witnessed
unexplainable phenomena
at the facility over the years,
like an isolated dark cloud and
sporadic lightning over the
site on an otherwise sunny
day. Stories like these have
given rise to conspiracies about
paranormal activity and ex-
traterrestrial communication,
which were only expanded on
a decade later when Fields says
he heard a story about a truck
with a Roswell tag parked in a
driveway off Big Hole Road.

As teenagers in 2008, Phillips
and his friends would often
stop by Big Hole Road on their
way to or from lunch at Allen
& Son Bar-B-Que. These visits
normally included gawking at
the barbed-wire fence, though
one day, he says, they pulled up
in his friend’s Subaru hatch-
back — barbecue in hand — to
an open gate. Phillips says the
facility appeared to be transi-

Courtesy of IndyWeek
Signs at the facility warn off curious visitors.

tioning to new ownership, as
people inside the fence were
unloading items out of the
ground entrance and cars were
driving in and out of the gate
— an opportunity his friend
group took to drive in.

“We drove into the little
parking circle, and I had the
distinct feeling that everybody
who was there clocked our car,
saw it drive in and be a civil-
ian car full of teenagers, and
looked directly at us,” Phillips
said. “All of the people in-
volved kind of mentally went,
‘Oh sh*t, Code Red, there are
people here who shouldn’t be
here,” and watched us make the
loop, at which point I remem-
ber freaking out and being like,
‘We gotta go right now.””

“When you drive up, you see
that field that’s open at the top,
and there was a separate time
where I saw a bunch of folks in
white lab coats with clipboards
walking around,” Phillips says.
“I mean, it could have been
out of any movie, and I just
remember thinking specifical-
ly, ‘This doesn’t seem like it has
anything to do with communi-
cation.””

Over a decade later, in trying
to glean information from
locals, I found that this level of
secrecy hasn’t changed. When
I asked one worker at a nearby
store what he knows about Big
Hole, he cut me off midsen-
tence — “We don’t talk about
it” — adding that, though he
had once done a construction
job for the facility and descend-
ed two stories deep, he’d had to
undergo a background check
and sign an NDA about his
time on-site.

Driving along Big Hole
Road, I hopped out of the car
and asked one neighbor if she
knew anything about the facil-
ity. Her answer was automatic:
“We don’t know anything.
AT&T sold it years ago, and
that’s all we know.”

But the giant AT&T logo on
the front gate says otherwise.
Is Big Hole just that — a big,
empty hole, left with only the
dust of 20th-century history
under its surface? Or is it
still a hive of technology and

secret governmental affairs,
operating under the facade of a
decommissioned facility?

The Duffer brothers may
have once asked themselves
the exact same questions. It’s
well known to Stranger Things
lovers that the experiments
that were done on the children
in Hawkins Lab are based on a
real CIA project in 1953 called
MKUltra, which aimed to de-
velop mind-control techniques
that could be used against
Russia in the Cold War.

Of course, this dark bit of
American history matches up
well with Eleven’s telekinetic
powers and Dr. Brenner’s use
of her as a weapon, as well as
Season 3’s plot of a Russian in-
vasion in Hawkins. But despite
the Duffer brothers’ trans-
parency about what inspired
Brenner’s experiments, there
is little information on how
they dreamed up the lab itself.

Could two young, curious
Duffer brothers have stumbled
upon Big Hole growing up
or read about it and become
fascinated with its mystery
and conspiracy? Although the
Duffer brothers were unable
to provide a comment for
this story, the directors have
confirmed that they had an
obsession with film from an
early age, and Phillips says Big
Hole is most often explored by
people who don’t live right next
door.

“I think that specifically that
area has kind of been knowing-
ly avoided by people that live in
North Chatham just because
it seems like there’s nothing
good that can come from that,”
Phillips said. “So I can see why
the Duffers would have that
as some sort of exploration
point, especially in a TV show
that already has so much local
respect.”

Just as the show’s fictional
Jordan Lake is proximal to
Hawkins Lab, Jordan Lake is
in the backyard of Big Hole.
The facilities in both Hawkins
and Chatham are secretive and,
despite some curious teenagers
poking around, most people in
the surrounding towns tend
to steer clear of them. But the
biggest difference is that while
Stranger Things allows us to
uncover some of the answers
behind the lab’s mysteries one
season at a time, Big Hole’s
gate remains up and its facility
remains, thus far, impenetrable.

Stranger Things inspiration
or not, Phillips says the con-
spiracies and eeriness sur-
rounding Big Hole were easy
to believe as a bored teenager
— but even into adulthood, as
someone who is level-headed
and not often gullible, he said
his feeling of apprehension
hasn’t diminished.

“As I got into the world as an
adult and talked to more locals
about it, I think everybody
has that similar sense of ‘ick’
about it,” Phillips said. “I don’t
think that is unjustified, and
I don’t think it would happen
unless there was something
significant to pay attention to
out there.”

Kastleman has a broader,
and blunter, take on what the
facility represents.

“I think it’s really imperative
for us to understand the space
that military infrastructure
occupies in our landscapes,”
she said. “One of the things
that knowing the existence of
this site can do for the commu-
nity around Big Hole is invite
us to ask questions about its
use — and to become aware of
the fact that the federal govern-
ment and corporations occupy
space in our community which
isn’t always known to us.”

You can find more content at
wwuw.indyweek.com.

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Jury selection in the
trial of a couple charged in the murder
of a 14-month-old child began earlier
this month, marking the beginning of
what could be a lengthy court case.

Josalyn Upchurch, 32, of Moncure
and her ex-boyfriend, Rickey Devon
Adams, 43, were both charged with

JURY SELECTION OPENS

The trial for the murder of 14-month-old child is set to begin

first-degree murder and felony child
abuse in 2018 stemming from the death
of Upchurch’s son, DeAndre Cotton on

July 16, 2017.

head and face.

Police and paramedics were called
to Upchurch’s apartment at 127 Broad-
moor Dr. in Pittsboro after her call to
911. When first responders arrived,
they found the child dead and covered
in bruises — particularly around his

An autopsy revealed the cause of Cot-
ton’s death: blunt force trauma to the
chest and abdomen. The report noted
the child also suffered from broken ribs
and a laceration to the liver.

Upchurch is being represented by
Sanford-based lawyer Jonathan Silver-
man, and Adams is being represented
by Public Defender Woodrena Bak-
er-Harrell. The News + Record reached
out to both attorneys about the cases,

but didn’t receive responses prior to
publication.

A trial date hasn’t been set yet,
according to Chatham County Court
officials.

This is a developing story and will be
updated.

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be reached
at theeden@chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @HeedenTaylor.
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CCCC photo by RV. Hight

Summer is the growing season at the CCCC Student Farm on the Chatham
Main Campus in Pittsboro. Here’s a sampling of the work of the students
— and nature — from this year’s crop. Learn more about the CCCC
Sustainable Agriculture program at www.cccc.edu/curriculum/majors/
sustainableagriculture/.
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9 21 Lead-in to competitor 1-Across the neck care of wine bottle
a bit of bad 56 Teensy names 6 Accessory for 50 Ancient 94 — -cone
news 59 Yosemite 101 Russo of a meal fit for Greek city 95 Approved
. 22 What peak, in brief “Big Trouble” a queen? 52 Morales of 96 Sow’s home
So, I've got two recipes and a really For the week or so, I've been Jone- “¢’and *)’ 60“.—my 102 Architect 7 Far offshore “Rapa Nui” 98 Psychic skill
good idea for a third. sing for some cabbage. plm oot boter o, SMMdamesin Sepasebale  100Pom
And they all start I decided I wanted to cook it like they South Bradshaw 107 Singer Aiken buck 55 Greek 102 Outrageous
with the same dish:a  serve at an old-school cafeteria. Cooked in pq sl dreshimself - woos O paddiet DR PO 108 Aiee o the
really unctuous com- plain water until soft and then drenched Penni’)s gg jzei.n?ger kin 110 iﬁlgc;icopter or 1 Afc‘t‘OCrS tlaneorge 56 ﬁ‘CtrawIitng“t 104 réindklegstt
. : . eaps’ urists’ org. gliaer Ol Iinternet Do OCK pattern
fort bowl of Cabbage in either vinegar or melted butter. 26 Boxer 69 Emmy winner 111 Whittle down 12 Dehydrate 57 Kay-em link 105 Indigo dye
1 Marciano Baldwin 113 Lovey 13 iPhone extra 58 Ending for 106 Sappho’s
and SP??tZle' I decided the 'Ferm was probably St.EWGd. begins? 71 Like 114 Tatty cloth 14 Freeway Peking Greek island
And it’s all made I found a recipe, but she used chicken 28 — Canals whiteboards 115 “ology” kin sight 60 Paininthe 108 Writer
i _ ] i ’ 3 ] 29 Thurman 72 Actor Slater 117 Dancer 15 Actress neck Deighton
p0881b1e by the facj[ that ~ stock out! Onion . I don’t th.ll’lk so. of film goes on Rogers loses Meyers 62 Cave effect 109 Opening
I am congenitally inca- What I ended up with was neither 30 Saloon vacation? control? 16 Make bare 63 “Look what | 112 Shining
5 5 31 “l could — 76 Most thickset 123 Singer 17 Filmmaker just did!” 116 Closet pest
DEBBIE pable of not messing version of stewed Cabbage but some- horse!” 78 Huge hero Gayle plays Bergman 64 Missouri 118 Pasty stuff
MATTHEWS around with a recipe. thing altogether different. 33 Newspaper 79 Sink down tenpins? 18 Analyzes tribespeople 119 Classic soda
. . based in 80 Free TV spot, 128 Niagara River 20 Put away for 65 System brand
The Curious I took a mocha Chlp That unCtuous’ comfort food thlng McLean, Va. for short source the future 68 Jessica of 120 “ smell —I”
i 1 i i 37 Racing driver 83 Comedian 129 Oration of 25 Slugger “7th Heaven” 121 Fir relative
Cook cookie recipe that from the beglnnlng' . Wallace Buttons adulation Sammy 70 Reclined 122 Appear
Wwas very, very, thin SO, then I had leftovers. I had the idea does some gains a lot 130 10th-century 27 Islam, e.g.: 73 Wheel 124 Part of SSN:
i it i ] 3 hammering? of weight? German king Abbr. center Abbr.
and crispy and turned it into a brown to make them into fritters. When I was 42 Singer 85 Trie ¥ 131 Estor i 32 Fourh mo. 74 Sportyauto 125 — Fridays
butter, vanilla bean-flecked confection = grabbing the flour I spied the glu- Ber;ata; o E;Yep!") e 13 Kﬂlastics ] gg MBetg-ben?ing s $>of 126 ;/ote in
5 s s replies? eroic tales oney in the “Bad boy!” e — avor
that was, per The Kid, crispy around ten-free. My friend Val has an allergy to 44 This,in Lima 89 Ending for form of oins 36 Have debts Shoppe 127 Global
the edges, and chewy in the middle. wheat so I thought maybe it would be a 45 gﬁrw,er ,dtflct or }gi JRglzegalz - 37 g:zy:é wrg ;g o '0-22‘;? ;gmmerce
My mother’s father’s Sunday gravy,or  good gluten-free option. arsse men ! : :
. . . . . 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 |12 13 |14 |15 |16 |17 |18
as my mom called it, spaghetti sauce, is an Right after I took the first bite I real- .
all-day-long cooked, maniacally fussed- ized something that you, Gentle Reader, 19 20 21 22
over Italian red sauce that cooks for hours have arrived at the finish line and are 23 24 25
and is beloved of anyone who has ever enjoying a creamy milkshake. — - — —
eaten it at her table (except, strangely, me; Spaetzle, made from wheat, is chock-
I am immune to its dubious charms.). full of gluten. S0 st 82 33 84 35 (36
Under my ministrations, it turned into I'm nothing if not slow. 37 |38 |39 |40 41 42 |43
an indulgent, silky sauce stuffed full of It’s OK, actually. Cubed potatoes 44 1 TR 8
little meatballs, mushroom, chunks of would be just dandy in the role of
Italian sausage, and the color of polished spaetzle. 49 50 51|92 53 |54 |58 56 |57 |58
coral, with aromas of garlic and Marsala. Thanks for your time. 59 60 61 |62 63 |64 |65
I made frosting a food group. Contact me at dm@bullcity.mom. & 57168 5170 =
72 |73 74 75
It’s Really Not Any Sort of Stewed Cabbage
1 small head of into 1/2-inch ribbons 1 cup dry spaetzle 76|77 78 9 80 |81 |82
cabbage, core 6 tablespoons butter Water 83 84 85 |86 87 |88
removed and sliced 2 teaspoons honey Salt and pepper 5 55 ST 108 -
Melt 2 tablespoons of the butter in a large heavy pot with a cover.
Add cabbage, a big pinch of salt, and some pepper. Toss to coat. Cover 94 |95 |96 97 |98 99 100 101
and set burner to medium-low. Cook until the cabbage is softened and is 102 1103 [104 105 [106 107 108 109
swimming in the water it has released. 5 EREET] ™
Add spaetzle and enough water to cover.
Recover and cook for about 12 minutes, or until the noodle has cooked 114 115 116 117 118 119 [120 [121 [122
through. Uncover. If there’s a lot of water still in the pot, pour it off until 53 oA T125 120 oy 58
almost none is left. Carefully use a pot holder and the lid, do not strain, you
don’t want all the liquid removed. 129 130 131
Return pot to burner, turned to low and cook, stirring, until the water that 132 133 134 .135
remains is almost gone and you just begin to hear a sizzling sound.

Cut the remaining butter into chinks and stir in until a creamy sauce coats
everything. : : Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.
Check for seasoning and re-season, if necessary.
Not Gluten-Free Fritters

Cold left-over cabbage/ Butter

spaetzle mixture Flour for coating

Portion out the cold mixture into the same size. Pat and roll into patty
shapes.

Melt enough butter in a skillet to coat the bottom of the pan.

Dust fritters with flour and carefully lay into skillet.

Turn to medium-low and cover. Cook 3-4 minutes and check. If the first
side is golden-brown, flip, re-cover and cook until second side is golden.
These things are awesome, I'm leaving it up to you, Gentle Reader to

decide how to serve them.
Third Brilliant Idea for Leftovers

Warm mixture in a skillet then add 8 beaten eggs and turn into a fritta-
ta. Maybe dot the top with some smoked Gouda before you finish it in the
oven.
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Insurance =
7/“‘7 Peace of Mind

12
EXT 3o
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We seek the best coverage for the
best price for your way of life

Katy McReynolds
919-444-1900 nle
Allie Russell
919-624-6919 NEED MORE
SPACE?
Don’t sell it, store it!

We can help.

CHR

Chatham Homes Realty

Chat with Chatham Ridge about how we can
add life to your loved one’s years.

_—
S —
CHATHAM RIDGE

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

490 West St., Pittsboro
919-545-2333
110 E. Raleigh St., Siler City
919-663-0073
chathamhomesrealty.com

60 Andrews Store Rd., g\/\A \ INSURANCE SERVICES 919-742-3422
Pittsboro, NC 27312 X

919-968-8705 @ted Choice®

www.ChathamRidgeAssistedLiving.com americasbeststoragespace.com [NDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS

(919) 918-7872
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CN+R ENTERTAINMENT

THE Serving Families of Siler City
I A[JRELS and Surrounding“Areas
OFr CHATHAM N
A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center /\ \\
3 ‘ -Short-Term Nursing & Rehab /a
-Long-Term Care
-Secured Memory Care Unit - / /. \\\\\
0 N E STO P -Outpatient Therapy .
INSURANCE AGENCY : ) . jReSPl;tehC;fse .
k l‘ ; -Private Keha uite
919-930-4780 Medicare, Medicaid,

NV K

Most Insurances Accepted

Cindy Carter at your service!
y'|89 Thomgson St. 72 Chatham Business Dr., Pittsboro %QT TS A ND S ON
. Pittsboro, NC 919-302-7862 ¢ laurelsofchatham.com FUNER AL HOME

1501 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Siler City NC

ek STAEF!

“Excellent service and
quick response. Car looked as
if nothing had happened.”
-Blake Y.

by Linda Thistle

“Meredith stayed on top of
the insurance and helped us get our
car back on the road.”

-Carla N.

2 6|1 3
e 1 5 7

Pittsboro

1022 Sanford Rd () 4 9 8

o Ch | Hill
CARSTAR 174 USaI-'I)v‘:y 15'-501 N

Auto Body Repair Experts 919-537-0770 919-542-2334
6 2|5 9
UNITED STATES
MAGIC MAZE @  ATTORNEYS
GENERAL 5 7 1
CGAXVSQOLIJHECAX 8 3|6
VTORPHNKENNED Y)L 3 4 8
JHFNDBGTBLYXVTR 9 6 5
POMKZIRRFMDGERD 7 8 1 2
BZ XWUAAAUOTDYRR Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
HQONPDLKNBRETIAL each small 9-box square contains all of the
’ numbers from one to nine.
JCI AFGAEFDNCTIBD
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢
CSNOISSESKORHAY _
€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
XORYEWVTNNTILOSS ¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
B D R Y L P O I E W N L P H A © 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
KJIGFEPRREDVLOHT

Smart Cars by Wieland

The most convenient, fun, and smartest way for
you to purchase your next pre-owned vehicle.

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: FIRST FEMALE JANET —

Ashcroft Bradford Lynch Sessions Let us help keep your vehicle running smooth!
Barr Gonzales Mukasey Thornburgh Oil changes, brakes, inspections, free diagnostics
Biddle Holder Pinkney Wirt
Bonaparte Kennedy Randolph

©2022 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved. €) 471 Hillsboro St. Pittsboro, NC « 919-542-1599 « www.smartcarst.com 9

GRILL OUT FOR LESS THIS SUMMER
20 HATANKSIEIVLEDIEORES 1559 SERTAN

WE FILL ALL SIZES! g Ready to Grill!
STOP IN TODAY!

New Arrivals Coming In Daily.
Hurry In For Best Selection!

-
LR

—

- .

<&F é{l};lccg\sl W 193 Lowes Dr., Suite 110,
i 919-704-8589 ( Pittsboro
4 "'f"fé;f“ g 919-704-8589

strickslpgas.com

Cambridge Hills
is the area’s premier
senior living community

Twin Rivers feels like a
cozy neighborhood where

: /_\ residents and staff
- Family Owned & Operated Since 1946 LV N 3 \\ e become family
Alway: a 5"""‘9’ Downtown Sanford RIVERS Sreat affordable
. _21 5 Wicker Street Cambridge Hills Assisted Living iy Rivers Independent Senior Living communities, located in
4 4 Building 1/2 Block Showroom 140 Brookstone Ln,, Pittsboro, NG 25'S. Rectory St., Pittsboro, NC picturesque Pittshoro, NC,

919-545-9573 919-545-0149 with a hometown feel and
caring staff

(919)775-7237
www.dossenbachs.com

Furniture & Mattress
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N+R ENTERTAINMENT

Working tirelessly to provide you with a beautiful,

lasting tribute to your loved one

Thank gow

for allowing us

to serve your
families for more
than 60 years

S reatts

FUNERAL HOME

SANFORD: 719 Wall St - 919-776-4345

PITTSBORO: 50 Masonic St « 919-542-6180
knottsfuneralhome.com

CHAPEL HILL: 113 N. Graham St - 919.968.7780

William Harvey Knotts Sr.
- and Nettie Mae Knotts

%
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Find Your
Palm Tree!

3

NORTH
CAROLINA
TRAVEL
SERVICE

Cruises | Vacation Planning

Escorted Tours

Enjoy a $50 gas card

when booking

your next vacation with us.
Just mention this ad!

105 N Chatham Ave,, Siler City, NC

919-742-2839

apugh@northcarolinatravel.net

UNITED STATES
ATTORNEYS GENERAL

X X
X

(X
(SIWY/1/5/5 EROR
&/ 9

—— Weekly SUDOKU —
Answer
5/2|8|7|4|6|1]|9]3
9/6|1|3|5|8|4|2]|7
4|7|3|9|1|2|5|8]6
6|1|2|5(8|4|7|3]|9
3|5|4|6|7|9|2|1]8
8l9|7|1]|2|3|6|4]|5
2/3|6[4a]|9|5]|8|7]1
1/8(9|2|6|7|3|5]|4
7|4|5(|8|3|1]|9|6]|2

A paean to visual film-
making, Jordan Peele’s
“Nope”
spring-
boards
off the
first re-
corded
moving
picture
in 1878,
entitled
“The
Horse
in Motion,” which cap-
tures the stationary shot
of aman riding a gallop-
ing equine. The name
of the videographer
and even the horse are
known, but the identity
of the rider, a black man
who is technically the
first film actor and stunt
man, is lost to history.

In “Nope,” the ficti-
tious great-great-great

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

NOPE
GRADE: B +

DIRECTOR: Jordan
Peele

STARRING: Daniel
Kaluuya, Keke
Palmer, Steven
Yeun, Brandon
Perea and Michael
Wincott

MPAA RATING: R

RUNNING TIME: 2
hr. 12 min.

ranch amid a sprawling
California gulch outside
of Los Angeles. After the
bizarre death of their
father (Keith David), the
Haywood siblings assume
ownership of Haywood’s
Hollywood Horses, which

THE CN+R REVIEW | NEIL MORRIS

Jordan Peele’s genre-blending ‘Nope’
ah unhwieldy cinematic sensation

meanwhile, is bound to
her brother but harbors
bigger showbiz dreams
for herself.

When stationary cloud
hovers in the same spot
over the valley for six
weeks, the Haywoods
surmise the unidentified
aerial phenomena could
be extraterrestrial, and
that capturing and then
selling a visual recording
of the object could be
their meal ticket off the
ranch.

The contrast between
0OJ and Em is one of the

film’s sustaining features.

Palmer is terrificin a
meaty role that spans the
acting spectrum, as Em
transforms brash comic
to scream queen to West-
ern warrior. Kaluuya,
meanwhile, recognizes
the comedic value of a

The genre-blending

“Nope” incorporates ele-
ments of horror pictures,
alien flicks, dark comedy,

and Westerns; indeed,
when our protagonists
joust with the bad guy
during the final show-

down—one on horseback,

the other on motorcycle
— it is set to a rousing
overture that would

sound at home during the

likes of “Ride the High
Country” and “How the
West Was Won.” More-

over, Peele’s predilection

with the evolution of
video recording litters
“Nope,” starting with

the sort of hand-cranked

camera used to record
“Horse in Motion” that
reappears in the film’s
final act.

In between, we wit-
ness the use of digital

grandchildren of that provide trained horses more subdued demeanor, movie equipment, IMAX
rider are OJ and Em- for movie productions. whether it is his steely technology, personal
erald Haywood (Daniel The taciturn OJ is bound stares in the face of Em’s  surveillance camer-
Kaluuya and Keke to the ranch, even if his hysterics or periodically  as, and even camera
Palmer, respectively), heart is not in the busi- (and aptly) intoning the phones. A local tech head
who reside on a horse ness. The vivacious Em, film’s title. named Angel (Brandon
Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps
- ~ 7 NP

HEY LITTLE BUDDY. How | ['1 GAN TELL YOU ARE THE | [PM GUESSING YOU'RE ALSO] [WOW, HE GATHERED ALL )

| ARE YOUDOING TODAY?,

SMARTEST IN THE FLOCK.)

| THE MOST CHARMING.

THAT FROM “CLUCK CLUCK?”

4

paniasal siybu |1y -ou) ‘ejeoipuls sainjeay Bury 22020

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

- TSINCE 1982
Weaver Street

R E A LT Y

—

If you are considering a move, we're here ready to help!
The spring market is here and now is the time to prepare.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

919-929-5658 * info@WeaverStreetRealty.com

WeaverStreetRealty.com

Perea) helps install an
internet-based recording
system for the Haywoods,
and even an anonymous
TMZ photog shows up
during the denouement.
The Haywoods seek the
services of a grizzled
Hollywood cinematogra-
pher (Michael Wincott),
whose gravely rendition
of “Purple People Eater”
essentially removes

the cloud of mystery
surrounding the stange
visitor. It all feels like
both Peele’s salute to
filmmaking and his take
on society’s voyeuristic
nature. While sex equals
death in the traditional
horror film, in “Nope”
bad things after actual
eye contact.

The most disquieting
part of “Nope” is not
even the primary alien
plot. Instead, they are
flashbacks (including
the film’s cold open) to a
fictional 1990s television
sitcom called “Gordy’s
Home,” which ended in
gory and ignominious
fashion when the titular
chimpanzee suddenly
went berserk on set and
maimed or Killed the cast.
Peele shows glimpses
of the bloody aftermath
through the eyes of the
show’s surviving child
star, Jupe, who now
(played by Steven Yeun)
operates an Old West
theme town adjacent
to the Haywood ranch.
Jupe also hosts a back-
room, macabre shrine to
“Gordy’s Room” on the
side that attracts under-
ground fanatics looking
for perverse proof of the
show since the TV net-

Just Like Cats & Dogs

works have scrubbed its
existence from YouTube.
So, when the mysterious
cloud appears overhead,
Jupe quickly pivots to
also turn it into a mon-
ey-making attraction for
his patrons.

If there is a through
line connecting “Nope’s”
disparate narrative
threads, it is the notion
that for all our mon-
ey and technological
marvels, nature does not
always acquiesce to our
desire to tame reality
to our commercial will,
whether it is a sitcom
monkey, stunt horses,

Or even a ravenous eye
on the sky. In truth,
however, this is not the
principal takeaway from
“Nope.” While we still
keep waiting for Peele

to replicate the searing
social commentary of his
film debut, “Get Out,”
he instead produces a
triumph of cinematic
atmospherics.

Despite a murky
and unwieldy plotline,
“Nope” is a sensory
sensation that succeeds
as movies should: by
assessing the fears and
emotions of its audience
through a combination of
visual and audio sublimi-
ty, furthered in large part
by “Dunkirk” and “Inter-
stellar” cinematographer
Hoyte van Hoytema and
Peele’s obvious riffing on
Spielberg and Hitchcock.
Narratively, it sometimes
feels like an overlong
episode of a middling
“Twilight Zone” episode.
It is also what going to
the movie theater should
feel like.

by Dave T. Phipps

I GEEZ, THEY’RE NOT KIDDING IN
MARRIAGE WHEN You SAY “I DO”

MY WIFE TELLS ME..... AND 1DO.
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CDL DRIVERS GET A
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ED & OPERATED
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Fresh Young Chicken

MOUNTAIREJOBS.COM

1100 E THIRD STREET | SILER CITY | NC
4411 W GATE CITY BLVD. | GREENSBORO | NC
8 AM - 5 PM | MONDAY - FRIDAY
(919) 663-6712




