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News + Record Staff

Large-scale layoffs among U.S.
technology companies — including
more than 58,000 cuts in January alone
— and recession fears are painting a
gloomy jobs forecast across the U.S.

Not here, though.

That’s even after 3M Co., which
owns a 95,000-sq.-ft. plant just south of
Pittsboro, became the latest company
to announce layofts. In its case, 3SM
said two weeks ago it would cut 2,500
manufacturing jobs — just over 2.6% of
its workforce — after seeing its profits
in the last fiscal year drop from $1.34

WILL TECH LAYOFFS IMPACT US?

County’s growing economy, location boosts optimism

billion to $541 million.
The company didn’t say where jobs
= would be eliminated.
Given rising interest
rates and a widespread
slowdown in the housing
boom that’s helped drive
the economy since mid-
2020, though, the Cha-
tham plant — it produces
materials used in making
asphalt shingles — could be a target.

200,000 jobs gone

3M isn’t alone: rising interest rates,
inflation and a pullback from a pan-
demic-driven hiring splurge has led

some of the nation’s largest tech
companies to cut payrolls. Google’s
parent company, Alpha-
bet, announced recently
it was cutting 12,000 jobs

> — about 6% of its work-
&2 | force. It joined Amazon
(18,000), Facebook parent
- company Meta (11,000),
Chapman  \ficrosoft (10,000), Twit-

ter (4,000) and IBM (3,900)
in making job cuts.

Technology firms have eliminated
nearly 200,000 jobs since the start of
2022, according to Layoffs.fyi, which
tracks the tech industry. Many of those
58,000 January layoffs came from com-

panies that underwent hiring binges in
the latter part of 2020 and 2021.

“We hired for a different economic
reality than the one we face today,”
Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai wrote in a
note to employees posted on the compa-
ny’s website.

A different reality here

But that’s tech. The reality in Cha-
tham County looks different, observers
in the county contend — and it’s not
just because of the large-scale hiring
VinFast and Wolfspeed plan here.

“Our existing industries, along with

See OPTIMISM, page A9

PITTSBORO’S LAWSUIT
‘Town sues 20
manufacturing
companies over
contamination

BY LISA SORG
N.C. Policy Watch

PITTSBORO — The town of Pitts-
boro has sued more than 20 compa-
nies, including Chemours, DuPont
and 3M, BASF and several other
manufacturers of PFAS, for alleged-
ly polluting its water supply with the
toxic compounds.

The lawsuit was filed last Thurs-
day in Chatham County Superior
Court. It asks the court to force the
companies to reimburse the town for
expenses related to reducing PFAS in
drinking water, plus damages related
to “loss of use” and the degradation
of natural resources.

The town is requesting a trial
to determine additional punitive
damages, which can be assessed if a
judge or jury finds the conduct was
intentional, fraudulent or malicious.

PFAS, also known as perfluorinat-
ed and polyfluoroalkyl substances,
are widespread in the environment.
They are used in manufacturing
or are byproducts of that process.
The compounds are present in
Teflon-coated cookware, water- and
stain-proof clothing, cosmetics,
furniture, fast food packaging, mi-
crowave popcorn bags, pizza boxes
and some types of firefighting foam,
known as AFFF.

Pittsboro’s drinking water supply,
the Haw River, have some of the
highest levels of PFAS in the state,
according to sampling conducted by
scientists with the NC PFAS Testing
Network.

See LAWSUIT, page A7

BUILDING A LIVELY DOWNTOWN

Brewery and Irish pub-style
restaurant coming to SoCo

HUHIAAAHHAHEHEAH U]

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

SoCo Pittsboro will be the home of Havoc Brewing Company and Doherty’s Irish Pub and Restaurant. Pictured
above, from left to right: Donavon Favre, Sami Taweel, Greg Peacock, Greg Stafford, Michael Pipkin, Molly
Pipkin, Holly Benton, Dianne Chatterton and Scott Chatterton.

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — At the
southwest corner of the
town’s traffic circle, SoCo
Pittsboro aims to bring a
return to the bustling down-
town lifestyle that “original-
ly put Pittsboro on the map,”
in the words of its developer.

Pub and Restaurant — an-
nounced last week — com-
ing to the complex, SoCo de-
veloper and co-owner Greg
Stafford hopes to continue
his vision of creating a lively
downtown scene.

“We hope that corner
would become really, really
a neat place to be and keep
downtown Pittsboro a neat

investment in downtown
Pittsboro and turning that
corner into an even more
inviting space ... it’s going to
be pretty cool.”

The SoCo space previous-
ly housed the Justice Motor
Company, which was owned
by brothers Frank and Fred
Justice. Stafford and his wife
Paula bought the building

unique eateries to down-
town Pittsboro, including
The Mod and now, Havoc
and Doherty’s.

“Mr. Justice decided to
sell the property and was
kind enough to sell it to
us,” Stafford recounted.
“What he wanted and what
we want is a place to do
something in Pittsboro ...

With the additions of
Havoc Brewing Company
in July and Doherty’s Irish

place to be,” Stafford said.
“They’re [his tenants]
putting a very significant

from the Justice family in
2016. Since then, the Staf-
fords have worked to bring

We want it to become a

See SOCO, page A6

TOWN OF SILER CITY

Gallimore makes
switch to code enforcer

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Chris Gallimore
spent the last eight years working as
a patrol officer for Siler City’s police
department.

In his new role, he’s still patrolling
— only now as the town’s code
enforcement officer, responsible for
ensuring its rules and ordinances are
observed.

Gallimore was seeking a job with a
more regular work schedule, so when
the town transitioned away from
having code enforcement services per-
formed by an outside contractor, he

See GALLIMORE, page A3

Staff photo by Nikki Witt

Chris Gallimore, Siler City’s new
code enforcement officer, moves to
his position from the town’s police
department.

Assault charges dropped
against Hudson

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — A Chatham Coun-
ty District Court judge dropped all
five charges of assault with a deadly
weapon against a Pittsboro Elementary
School teacher last Wednesday after re-
viewing the case and hearing character
references from his neighbors.

On July 30, Eric Hudson was arrested
and charged after an incident that had
occurred on July 10. Two teens in-
volved — a brother and a sister — told
the News + Record that on that day,
Hudson chased after the car in which
they and three others were traveling on
Pleasant Hill Road. Hudson is accused
of chasing the teens, passing them in
his car, and stopping suddenly in front
of them, causing a collision. The teens

say Hudson appeared to brandish a
gun in the process of confronting them.
Hudson continued to follow the teens,
they say, until they were able to elude
him.

After further investigation into the
incident, the District Attorney’s Office
said it was unlikely Hudson had a gun
in the incident. While the Chatham
County Sheriff’s Office’s listed a hand-
gun as a “weapon” on its official report,
a copy of the original arrest warrant
for Hudson, dated July 30, lists the
“deadly weapon” as a gray Lexus and
doesn’t refer to a gun.

At a Jan. 25 court appearance, the
assault charges were dropped, but Hud-
son did accept the charges of injury to
personal property.

See CHARGES, page A7
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COMMUNITY

- Events are subject to
change based on closures
related to the coronavirus
pandemic. Verify with or-
ganizers prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA

« The Siler City Board of
Commissioners will meet
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday,
Feb. 6, at the Wren Memo-
rial Library’s multipur-
pose room.

« The Chatham Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation District
Board of Supervisors
will meet on Thursday,
February 9, at 7 p.m. at the
Chatham County Agricul-
ture & Conference Center,
1192 US 64 W. Business,
Pittsboro (west side en-
trance) in the conference
room. All meetings are
open to the public. To be
added to the agenda or for
more information, please
call (919) 545-8440.

OTHER

« Siler City’s City Hall is
currently under renova-
tion. The Planning and
Community Development
Department is now located
on the first floor and can be
accessed through the front
door to City Hall (door fac-
ing North Second Avenue).
Public parking is available
in the town parking lot lo-
cated along the 100 block of
East 3rd Street (parking lot
is located between North
2nd Avenue and North
Chatham Avenue).

« Join the Siler City Lions
Club. Come see how you
can make a difference in
the world and your local
community. We meet the
second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 6 p.m.

at Dry Dock Seafood. For
more information, visit
Silercitylions@gmail.com
or call 910-624-5784. Togeth-
er we serve!

« The Goldston Public Li-
brary will host Valentine’s
Day card making sessions
on Thursday, February 2
and 9, at 11 a.m. Families
with children are invited
to create handmade cards
that will be distributed to
alocal nursing home in
Siler City on Valentine’s
Day. The craft sessions will
be held in the E. M. Harris
Jr. Conference Room

at the Goldston Public
Library located at 9235
Pittsboro-Goldston Road,
Goldston. This event is
free and open to the public.
For more information,

call the library at (919)
898-4522 or email goldston.
library@chathamlibraries.
org. Information about all
Chatham Library branch-
es can be found at www.
chathamlibraries.org.

« Chatham Community
Library is offering free
in-person classes on
internet skills in February.
Class info can be found at
www.chathamcountync.
gov/ComputerClasses.
Call 919-545-8086 or email
reference@chathamlibrar-
ies.org for more informa-
tion. - Internet Basics, Part
1: February 9, Thursday,
3:00 pm. Learn how to

use a web browser, follow
links, use a search engine,
print from a website, and
more. Participants should
have prior basic computer
experience. - Internet Ba-
sics, Part 2: February 16,
Thursday, 3:00 pm. Build
on the concepts learned in
Part 1. Work with browser
tabs, bookmark favorite
websites, view and delete
browsing history, down-
load files, find driving

CALENDAR

in Siler City invites com-
munity members to join
its Friends of the Library
group. The library will
host a Friends of Wren
Memorial Library meeting
on Monday, February 13, at
6 p.m. Attendees can learn
about library updates,
input their thoughts, and
help grow the Friends of
Wren Memorial Library.
They participate in activ-
ities such as creating and
conducting book sales,
promoting library events
and programs in the com-
munity. Friends of Wren
especially needs communi-
ty members to serve in the
group’s leadership roles.
The Library is located at
500 North 2nd Avenue,
Siler City. For more infor-
mation about the library,
individuals may contact
wren@chathamlibraries.
org or (919) 742-2016. Infor-
mation about all Chatham
Library branches can be
found at www.chathamli-
braries.org.

« Haw River Christian
Academy will host author
David Goodwin on Monday,
February 6 at 7 p.m. He
will be speaking about the
book he co-authored with
Pete Hegseth, Battle for
the American Mind, in the
Emmaus Baptist Church
Sanctuary, 2430 Silk
Hope-Gum Springs Road,
Pittsboro, and is open to
the public. Refreshments
will be provided.

« Cambridge Hills Assist-
ed Living hosts a Commu-
nity and Family Dementia
Support Group. We meet
the first Wednesday of
each month unless stated
otherwise. You are invited
tojoin us at 1:30 p.m. in
our private dining room

at 140 Brookstone Lane,
Pittsboro. Come and meet
some other family mem-
bers who are on a similar
journey. Our next meeting
is scheduled for Wednes-
day, February 8. RSVP to:
angela@silver-thread.com
or 919-545-9573. You don’t
have to be on this journey
alone.

» The annual Chatham
Landscape and Green
Industry Conference will
be held on February 21,
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

at the Chatham County Ag-
riculture and Conference
Center located at 1192 US
64 Business West in Pitts-
boro. Facilitated by the
N.C. Cooperative Extension
- Chatham County Center,
the conference targets
landscapers, landscape
contractors, arborists,
homeowners, and garden-
ers interested in the latest
recommendations from NC
State Extension and other
subject matter experts.
Topics include underuti-
lized native plant species,
tree selection in the context
of climate change, pruning
techniques and methods,
root-rot resistance annuals
and perennials, business
succession planning, and
responsibilities as a pesti-
cide applicator. NC Land-
scape Contractor, NCDA
Pesticide Applicator, and
International Society of
Arboriculture (ISA) Ar-
borist Continuing Edu-
cation Units (CEUs) will
be offered. There is a $20
fee which includes lunch
catered by Angelina’s
Kitchen. For information,
including schedule and
registration, individuals
may visit: https://go.ncsu.
edu/chatham-landscape.

» Chatham County Public

pate at all Chatham County
Public Libraries branches
through February 11. The
Challenge, sponsored by
the Friends of the Cha-
tham Community Library,
is open to youth ages 2
thrul8. Readers participate
by picking up a reading
BINGO sheet at their local
library branch and com-
pleting a 5-in-a-row BINGO
to earn a free book (one
book per participant, while
supplies last). All readers
who complete at least one
BINGO will be entered into
a drawing for a $50 Gift
Card to McIntyre’s Books.
For more information about
the Winter Reading BINGO
Challenge, or other youth
events and programs at the
Public Libraries, contact
youth.services@chatham-
libraries.org or visit www.
chathamlibraries.org.

» Mt. Vernon Masonic
Lodge #143 has its Slated
Communication the 3rd
Tuesday of each month,
with supper at 6:30 and the
meeting at 7:30. The Febru-
ary meeting is scheduled
for February 21. All Master
Masons are welcome. Lo-
cation: 185 Bonlee/Bennett
Road, Bonlee.

* The Chatham Soil and
Water Conservation
District invites students in
grades 3 -12 to participate
in the 2023 conservation
contests. The categories
are poster, essay, and pub-
lic speaking, and the theme
for this year is “Water...
The Cycle of Life.” - Con-
tests are open to public,
private, charter, and home
school students. The poster
contest is open to students
in grades 3, 4, and 5. Essay
and public speaking con-
tests are open to grades 6,
7,8, and 9-12. Entries are
judged by grade level, with
the exception of grades
9-12. Grades 9-12 will be
judged together for each
contest. - Poster and essay
contest entries are due to
the Chatham Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District
office located at 1192 US 64
W Business, Pittsboro, NC,
27312 by February 28. - For
complete details, rules,
study materials, and NC
curriculum standards cor-
relation information, in-
dividuals may contact Ms.
Oldham at (919) 545-8440 or
brandy.oldham@chatham-
countync.gov. Informa-
tion also can be found by
visiting the Chatham Soil
and Water Conservation
District Conservation Con-
tests web page under the
Education Programs link,
www.chathamcountynec.
gov/swed.

* NC Cooperative Exten-
sion Conference to Offer
Continuing Education

for Landscape and Green
Industry Professionals
with the annual Chatham
Landscape and Green
Industry Conference will
return to an in-person for-
mat for 2023 on February
21, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at the Chatham County Ag-
riculture and Conference
Center. Facilitated by the
N.C. Cooperative Extension
- Chatham County Center,
the conference targets
landscapers, landscape
contractors, arborists,
homeowners, and garden-
ers interested in the latest
recommendations from NC
State Extension and other
subject matter experts.
Topics include underuti-
lized native plant species,
tree selection in the context
of climate change, pruning

and responsibilities as a
pesticide applicator. NC
Landscape Contractor,
NCDA Pesticide Appli-
cator, and International
Society of Arboriculture
(ISA) Arborist Continuing
Education Units (CEUSs)
will be offered. There is

a $20 fee which includes
alunch catered by Ange-
lina’s Kitchen. For more
information, including a
complete schedule and reg-
istration, individuals may
visit https://go.ncsu.edu/
chatham-landscape.

« Community Meals: St.
Bartholomew’s Episco-
pal Church in Pittsboro
distributes two meals each
week for the benefit of

the community. From 12
to 1 p.m. each Thursday,
the Pittsboro Community
Lunch (in its 15th year!)
provides healthy, ready-to-
eat meals to all who come.
Just arrive hungry! Then
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. each
Tuesday, the Chatham
Chuckwagon provides
cooked/frozen entrees that
are ideal for quick dinners.
These meals are provided
at no cost (though dona-
tions are welcomed!). Our
volunteers invite you to
join our efforts to preserve
a caring and sharing
community spirit. The
church is located at 204 W.

Salisbury St., Pittsboro.
For more information, call
919-542-5679.

« The Chatham Historical
Museum’s permanent ex-
hibits cover all aspects of
Chatham’s unique history
and are appropriate for
adults and children. The
Museum is open Wednes-
day, Thursday and Fridays,
11 a.m. until 4 p.m.; no
admission fee. The current
short-term exhibit features
the art of Pittsboro native
Frank Marsden London,
1876-1945, Pittsboro, New
York, Paris. The Museum
is located in the historic
Chatham County Court-
house in the Circle. More
info at https://chathamhis-
tory.org.

» The Chatham Arts
Council has put together
arelief effort specifically
for artists and arts-workers

called CAARE: Chatham
Artist and Arts-Worker
Relief Effort. For more
information on CAARE,

or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.

» Second Bloom announc-
es their winter hours from
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Tues-
day until Saturday. Credit
cards are accepted. We are
located at 630 E. Street,
Pittsboro, in the Food

Lion shopping center. All
proceeds provide support
for survivors of domestic
violence and sexual assault
and promote community
education in collaboration
with Chatham County.

- Foster and/or adoptive
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow.
Interested in becoming a
Foster and/or Adoptive
parent? Call 919-642-6956
to learn more.

Now Open

DAK Income Tax Service

(formerly Daphne King Income Tax Service)

221 E. Raleigh St, Siler City + 919-742-5778 or 919-898-4526

~_Hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
Brenda Nall * Andrew Nall

Eric Andrews
Accredited Land Consultant

« 861 CAREER SALES
* OVER $300 MILLION IN SALES

«4.9 STAR REVIEW [GOOGLE & ZILLOW)
 APEXK AWARD WINNER
* TRIANGLE TOP PRODUCER

Residential

3 Bath $600,000
4 Bath $698,000

3 Bath $1,000,000

\
RREN

4301 Amberwood Rd (Haw River) 4 Bdrm,
82 Williams Pond Rd (Pittsboro) 5 Bdrm,

1698 NC 42 Hwy (Moncure) 4 Bdrm,

$377,000
$400,000
$400,000
$450,000
$499,000
$625,000

$750,000

$1,500.000
$1,750,000
$2,288,000

$3,366,200

-

NTLY U

3 Bdrm, 2 Bath $150,000
261 Ridge View Rd (Pittsboro)
3 Bdrm, 2 Bath $525,000

Land

Land
1388 Henry Oldh3am Rd (Bear Creek) 4.840 acres
$150,000
170 Cherokee Dr (Chapel Hill) 1.150 acres
$150,000
188 Cherokee Dr (Chapel Hill) 1.150 acres
$150,000
1388 Henry Oldham Rd (Bear Creek) 4.840 acres
$150,000
Lot 1 T C Justice Rd (Pittsboro) 5.272 acres
$200,000
Lot 2 T C Justice Rd (Pittsboro) 5.279 acres
$200,000
800 South Wind Rd (Siler City) 10.511 acres
$225,000
889 Old Stone House Rd (Chapel Hill) 6.461 acres
$225,000
373 J C Corner Rd (Pittsboro) 7.382 acres
$295,000
5663 NC 751 Hwy (Apex) 1.771 acres
$325,000
00 Thomas Kelly Rd (Sanford) 36.000 acres
$350,000
0 Hal Clark Rd (Siler City) 29.730 acres
$360,000

I D D

Ll

Residential

1474 Alston Bridge Rd (Siler City)

Y FORSALE |
37 E Cotton Rd (Pittsboro) 0.996 acres

Tract 2 Thomas Kelly Rd (Sanford) 32.360 acres
Tract 3 Thomas Kelly Rd (Sanford) 32.360 acres
1406 Jessie Bridges Rd (Siler City) 25.500 acres
147 Oldham Estate Dr (Chapel Hill) 12.591 acres
5645 NC 751 Hwy (Apex) 3.584 acres

0 Thomas Kelly Rd (Sanford) 64.720 acres

7587 Siler City Snow Cam p Rd (Siler City)
50.000 acres $1,200,000

13120 Strickland Rd (Raleigh) 16.250 acres

499 Olives Chapel Rd (Apex) 15.158 acres

00 Alston Chapel Rd (Pittsboro) 176.000 acres

00 Olives Chapel Rd (Apex) 33.662 acres

Commercial Improved
56 Sanford Rd (Pittsboro) Retail/Rental $7,000

Commercial Unimproved

58 Buffalo Lake Rd (Sanford)
6.70 acres $650,000

DER CONTRACT

0 Callicutt Rd (Bear Creek) 60.375 acres $500,000

0 Hamlets Chapel Rd (Pittsboro)
42.804 acres $1,200,000

12190 E US 64 Hwy (Apex)
15.158 acres $1,894,750

0 Hudson Rd (Slier City) 5 acres $40,000
Lot 2 Buckhorn Rd (Sanford) 6.636 acres $80,000
0 Hal Clark Rd (Siler City) 29.730 acres $360,000

BREALTY

77

Visit & Subscribe to Eric’s

YouTube channel for a variety
of fun & informational videos

O How to Get MNSTDE DEAS on land From a Real Estate Broker D
https://www.youtube.com/c/ericandrewsrealtor

eric@ericandrewsrealtor.com

- ‘/_['I..WORLD For RWCP Property Management Call

0 Olives Chapel Rd (Apex) 6.70 acres $9,051,600

Commercial Unimproved
10681 E US 64 Hwy (Apex) 3.97 acres $1,500,000

Email your questions to

et . il ; ; Jennifer 919-545-9405
d_u:ectlons, and more. Pa}" Lllprarles wﬂ.l host the techniques _and methods, CAROLINA PROPERTIES RWCP is hifing Salos A ts. Call
ticipants should have prior ~ Winter Reading BINGO root-rot resistance annuals IS hiring sales Agents. La
basic internet experience. ~ Challenge - Children and and perennials, business 919-542-0523 919-545-9911
« Wren Memorial Library  teens are invited to partici-  succession planning,
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BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Anticipated
growth from new economic
development projects have
given town staff in Siler City
the opportunity to re-examine
its roadmap for the future.

The town’s Parks and Recre-
ation Department is one of the
primary beneficiaries.

Director Jack Clelland said
his department selected — and
commissioners approved — a
contractor to assist in drafting
a new comprehensive mas-
ter plan to lay out parks and
recreation goals for the next 30
years.

“The comprehensive master
plan is going to take a look at
the parks and recreation de-
partment as a whole,” Clelland
said. “It’s going to look at our
programs, our special events,
our current amenities, and
it’s going to compare that to a
national standard, as well as
other areas of similar popula-
tions.”

The Siler City Parks and Rec-
reation Comprehensive Master
Plan will be drafted over the
next year or so through a
process involving community
engagement, analyzing Siler
City’s recreation amenities
and needs, and assessing best
practices in comparable com-
munities.

Clelland said the resulting
plan will also look at incoming
growth from economic de-
velopment — especially from
Wolfspeed’s proposed Siler City
facility — to see how parks and
recreation will need to adapt.

“We want to make sure that
we’re complementing the
community as well,” he said.
“So the master plan really is a
roadmap — it’s really cool, and
they’re fun to do because you
learn a lot from them.”

He and his staff will meet in
coming weeks with the con-
tractor — WithersRavenel Civil
& Environmental Engineering,
based in Cary — to lay out the
process for drafting the plan.
That meeting will officially
kick off the process and lay out
the steps needed to draft the
plan, including surveying the
community, hosting informa-

SILER CITY PARKS & RECREATION

New ‘master plan’ set to help study programs, amenities

Boling Lane Park in Siler City on a foggy morning.

tion sessions, analyzing what
other growing municipalities
are doing and more.

“We want to get a baseline
of where the community
is with these facilities or
amenities, or what they’re
looking for in the depart-
ment,” Clelland said. “Then,
they (WithersRavenel) will
take that information and
compile it into a report with
recommendations, potential
financial costs of amenities or
programs, etc.”

Clelland said the plan will
include a list of milestones to
complete, ranging from build-
ing new parks and amenities
to renovating current facilities
and more.

“You want to try to achieve
or need to strive to achieve
certain benchmarks within
those years,” Clelland said.
“This gives us the tools and
information to guide you on
that path of developing our
department.”

Benchmark achievements
within the master plan range
from renovations to adding
new facilities (such as a recre-
ation center) or new program-
ming and athletics teams. To
prioritize projects, Clelland
said it’s crucial for residents

PARKS

Boling Lane Park, 302 S. Fir Ave.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

« picnic shelter, charcoal grill, walking track,

- playground, walking track, charcoal grill,
picnic shelter, restrooms and open greenspace.

Landrus Siler Park, 406 E. Ninth St.
- playground, restroom, picnic shelter, soccer

field and basketball court.

Paul Braxton Park, 111 S. Third Ave.
« soccer field, basketball court and Paul

Braxton Gymnasium.

Bray Park Sports Complex, 200 Bray Park

Complex Drive

playground and basketball court.

GREENWAYS/TRAILS
 Loves Creek Greenway, 623 S. Second Ave.,

features a 1.4-mile paved path

- Boling Lane Park, 302 S. Fir Ave., features a
1/5-mile walking track

- Washington Avenue Park, 1305 Washington

- four lighted baseball/softball fields, two

soccer fields, tennis courts and
sand volleyball court.

Collins Park, 303 N. Second Ave.

- a small shelter with historical commemora-
tive bell and time capsule from 1987.

Washington Avenue Park, 1305 Washington

Ave.

to provide input on what they
want in parks and recreation
opportunities.

“It’s very crucial to have
public input, crucial to have
your commissioners involved
with the process and under-
stand what’s being suggested
as we go through the process as
well,” he said. “We want them
(the public) to come to parks
and recreation for stuff that
they enjoy ... We don’t want
to create something or design
something that doesn’t benefit

AMENITIES

Ave., features a 1/6-mile walking track

- Bray Park Aquatic Facility, 700 Alston

Bridge Road

Ave.

the community.”

Clelland said he hopes to be
able to have a final draft of the
comprehensive plan in front
of commissioners for approval
within 18 months.

“It’s good to hear your
community members and
what they’re wanting from the
department and what we may
be missing and what we need
to work on,” Clelland said. “We
want to make sure that what
we’re anticipating and what
we’re going to offer is what

 Paul Braxton Gymnasium, 115 S. Third

- Fitts Community Center, 111 S. Third Ave.

the residents and community
want.”

Public input for the master
plan hasn’t been announced
yet, but if residents have ideas
or concerns regarding the
town’s Parks and Recreation
Department, they can email
recreation@silercity.org or call
919-742-2699.

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Heeden-
Taylor.

GALLIMORE

Continued from page Al

sought the opportunity.

“I'm still in what I
would call the transition
phase,” Gallimore said.
“I’'m not used to the office
type of work, so it’s been
a learning experience.”

Gallimore’s role with
the town is to enforce
codes and ordinances,
so the job is to ensure
code and ordinances are
adhered to, and to step in
to tackle violations when
he sees them or when
they’re reported.

Siler City’s “code of
ordinances” is a lengthy

list of the town’s laws and
regulations addressing
such issues as building
standards, noise, aban-
doned and junked cars,
solid waste collection, the
use of guns or fireworks
in town limits, whether
smoking is permitted in
town-owned vehicles (it’s
not), littering, loitering,
regulations that govern
pawnbrokers and cab
drivers and much more.
The town’s municipal
code, found on its web-
site, is 27 chapters long,
some of which have more
than 100 sections.

Before Gallimore
was named the code
enforcement officer, his

job was done through
a third party — State
Code Enforcement Inc. —
contracted by the town.
Town Manager Hank
Raper approached the
board of commissioners
with a proposal to create
a code enforcement
officer position in town
hall, bringing the process
back in house. The board
approved the motion on
Oct. 3 last year.
Gallimore’s new job is
to ensure residents and
businesses adhere to
the long list of dos and
don’ts, and addressing
violators and violations
— in part by doing what
he did in his old position:

enforcing the law of the
land.

“Somebody may call in
and say their neighbor
has a junk car in their
yard that looks bad,
and I go out there to see
if there’s a violation,”
Gallimore said. “Dif-
ferent violations have
different timeframes for
fixing them. If there’s a
junk pile in somebody’s
front yard or something
like that, they’ve got 10
days to clean it up, or I
would start sending them
civil penalties or hire a
contractor to go out there
and bill the residents for
that.”

As a patrolman, Gal-

limore would hand out
violations in the form of
tickets or make arrests.
In the new role, he

does things like posting
citations on condemned
buildings, mailing
warnings to homes
with unkempt yards
and finding ways to fix
things that negatively
impact the health and
safety of the town and
its residents.

“When I was in the
police department, there
was this different kind of
relationship (with resi-
dents),” Gallimore said.
“They didn’t want to talk
to you because I could
arrest them ... Now I can

Residential, Land & Farms,
Commercial, and Investment
properties since 1989.

Scott Harris
o 919-498-4077

; Chris Walkef .
919-768-2811

Your “{OCAT team of Real Estale Experts!

Billy Williams
919-548-1404

Selling or Buying? Contact a member of -

our team today!

Serving Pittsboro, Siler City, and surrounding areas
1325 N. Second Ave. Siler City, NC | JerryHarrisRealty.com
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get out of the car and talk
to them about how they
can correct these civil
violations.”

Gallimore said his
previous experience as
a police officer comes
in handy. He knows
local residents and town
staff, and knows his way
around town hall.

“It feels like I’ve had
to deal with everybody
in town on one way or
the other, whether it’s
been a traffic stop or just
going to their house to
respond to a 911 call,” he
said. “Now, I’'m able to get
rapport with people in a
different way.”

Gallimore wants to es-
tablish a regular routine
to go out with town com-
missioners to visit their
respective districts, and
to host town hall-style
meetings with residents
to hear concerns.

“It might be one church
in this district one time,
and then another church
or another district,” he
said. “They can come,
and it’s a way for the
community to ask ques-
tions once every other
month.”

Ultimately, he wants
residents to take pride
in their community.
Ensuring buildings and
green spaces adhere
to high standards is a
first step to making that
happen.

“I want to make it so
when somebody is driv-
ing through town, they
don’t look at it and think
this is a trashy town,”
Gallimore said. “I don’t
want that to be said, so
that’s one reason why I
think it’s a good position
to bein ... I want people
to take pride in our com-
munities.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @HeedenTay-
lor.
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I will soon be traveling to
Seminole, Florida, where I
spent my youth. As you might
imagine, I am filled with mem-
ories.

I will be attending the wed-
ding of the daughter of one of
my best childhood friends who
passed away several years ago.

In 1970, he heard me give
the graduation address to our
high school class. As seniors,
we had witnessed the assas-
sinations of Martin Luther
King Jr. and Robert Kennedy.
We felt and feared the divisive
Vietnam War. We heard U.S.
Astronaut Neil Armstrong
say, “That’s one small step
for a man, one giant leap for
mankind,” as he became the
first human to plant his feet on
the moon.

GUEST COLUMN | DENNIS STREETS

An unrealized vision

I used my remarks that day
to express my hopes and share
words to inspire our future
endeavors.

I expressed my desire to see
an end to war, yearning for
peace around the world.

I also challenged us to come
to know what we had not
experienced. My Florida high
school was all-white (even
though we had students of
color in our district) and most
of us baby boomers lived in
middle-class families.

Among what I suggested was
that we needed to know what it
means or doesn’t mean to:

* be old and discarded by
labor and family;

« have a skin that is not
white; and

- eat or not eat the same mea-

ger foods every day.

I cautioned my classmates
that until we understand such
things, we will neither have
the will nor create the means
to change what needs changed
and preserve that warranting
preservation.

Although more than 50 years
have passed, sadly we still face
many of the same issues.

Per the Council on Foreign
Relations, there are currently
more than 25 conflicts around
the world, including the war
in Ukraine. We also regularly
feel the pain of mass shootings,
including those in schools.

According to an October 2020
report of the Schwartz Center
for Economic Policy Analy-
sis, “Unemployment rates for
workers 55 and older exceeded

those of mid-career workers
for the length of the pandemic
— the first time since 1973 such
an unemployment gap has
persisted for six months or lon-
ger.” The analysts found that
“older workers who are Black,
female, or lack a college degree
experienced higher rates of job
loss and are more exposed to
retirement risks.”

While families really are the
backbone of long-term care; it
cannot be ignored that the per-
petrators of nearly 6 in 10 cases
of elder abuse and neglect are
family members.

And then there is the linger-
ing issue of malnutrition. As
the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
reported in 2021, 33.8 million
people lived in food-insecure
households. It is estimated

that 12.5% of households with
children are food insecure.
The risk is twice as high
among Black and Hispanic
children.

While we have seen progress
since 1970 — and in some cases
may have helped bring it about
— this boomer remains com-
mitted to helping our younger
generations achieve greater
success.

I concluded my graduation
address by paraphrasing words
of the late U.S. Senator Robert
Kennedy. “The future is not a
gift; it is an achievement” —a
challenge and struggle to be
won.

Dennis W. Streets is the retired
director of the Chatham Coun-
cilon Aging.

Furry little

rodent vs.

high-tech
gadgets

Throughout my young life,
there have been many things
I wanted to be and do, both
professionally and personally.

It’s been interesting how
some of them turned out hap-
pening while others were far
from the mark.

For instance, on the profes-
sional level, as a youngster
when I realized I would never
pitch in Yankee Stadium
or even be on the grounds crew or sweep the
stands or clean the toilets, I decided I wanted to
be the next great sports writer. I did write some
sports stories as a youngster, most notably Pitts-
boro High School football and basketball game
recaps for the Chatham Record in the 1960s
when Mr. Willie Morgan was the editor.

In the early 1970s, after I had flunked out
of Carolina for the umpteenth time and Alan
Resch had hired me to replace Mr. Willie, I
covered Northwood games. When the late Jack
Shaner was coaching football there, he called
me “Grantland Rice” (look it up if you don’t
know). I, in turn, called him Knute Rockne
(again, look it up if you don’t know who he was).
While in that period of my life, I saw what I
think is the best high school football game I ever
saw — Northwood vs. Jordan-Matthews in 1971.
Northwood came back from a 13-7 fourth-quar-
ter deficit to win 20-13. All the stands were
packed and fans were standing around the field
five- and six-deep.

As things turned out, I never made it to my
dream job upon graduating from high school —
a job with the Durham Morning Herald to cover
UNC football, sit in the Kenan Stadium press
box on Saturday afternoons, eat fried chicken
box lunches and get paid for it all. Forty years in
vocational ministry was nowhere on my radar
at the time.

I’ve often wondered about that turn of events,
not that I'm unhappy. Quite the opposite. But as
O’ Man Winter cranks up toward high gear, I
wonder about some other professions, namely
Weather Geek, especially as folks pay attention
to the groundhog around now.

You know the story. When Punxsutawney
Phil in Pennsylvania or Sir Walter Wally in
Raleigh or whomever sticks his furry little nose
out of the ground on Groundhog Day, if he
sees his shadow we’re in for six more weeks of
winter. If he doesn’t, well, then, better days are
coming. The issue with all that is some folks put
more stock in the little guy than in the weather
forecasters with all their high-tech gadgets.
That has to drive them bonkers.

In an effort to do my part and be a good
citizen, I would like to suggest a more accurate
forecasting system than the groundhog. I call it
“Bob’s Weather String” and it works like this:

I have a piece of string tied to a tree limb
right outside my study window. That way I can
forecast the day’s weather without having to go
outside; instead I just sneak a peek at the string.

If it’s hanging sideways, that means we’re
going to have high winds. If it’s wet, expect
rain. If it’s hanging all frayed, that means dry
conditions. If it’s all white, we’re having snow.
If there is smoke coming from it, it’s hot enough
to fry an egg on the sidewalk. If it’s gone, watch
out for tornadoes or hurricanes.

I hope this brief explanation will be a help to
those considering meteorology as a career and
to the rest of us who just want to know tomor-
row’ weather.

oL 4
BOB WACHS
Movin’ Around

Bob Wachs is a native of Chatham County and
retired long-time managing editor of the Cha-
tham News/Chatham Record, having written a
weekly column for more than 30years. During
most of his time with the newspapers, he was
also a bi-vocational pastor and today serves
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second time as
pastor.
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How do you read
poetry?

This February,
I’d like to help
you explore that
question through
the work of four of
my favorite Black

ANDREW poets. First up is
TAYLOR- Lucille Clifton
TROUTMAN (1936-2010).
Hope Matters Encountering

a Clifton poem on
the page, you might first observe the
brevity. As the mother of six chil-
dren, her early poems were written
in her head throughout the day as
she cooked, cleaned and cared for
others. The poems had to be short
enough to memorize!

But don’t let the apparent sim-
plicity fool you; anyone who has
held a seashell in the palm of her
hand knows something small can
be intricate. In a few words, Clifton
plumbs the profound. For instance,
in describing chopping collard
greens, she senses “the bond of
living things everywhere.” Her
phrase “poem this” attests to the
mystic encounter of discovering the
extraordinary in the ordinary.

The phrase “poem this” also
makes a noun into a verb. It breaks

the standard rules of English.
Clifton’s poems often lack punctu-
ation or capitalization. The deeper
meaning is that, writing from her
racial and social location, she broke
the rules of a language that so often
denigrated Black people, particu-
larly Black women: “how danger-
ous it is to be born with breasts ...
how dangerous it is to wear dark
skin.” Clifton sought new forms and
expressions of language to affirm
Black life — “listen you a wonder.”

In her poem “slaveships,” Clifton
notes that the names of ships in the
Transatlantic slave trade were often
theological, such as Jesus, Angel
and Grace of God. In response,
Clifton used her poetic imagination
and inhabited the voice of religious
figures, like John the Baptist and
Mother Mary, to invent new met-
aphors like “blackness of a star”
and “green of jesus” (an image of
rebirth in spring).

In turn, Clifton’s poetry fre-
quently invites readers to use their
imaginations and consider her
experience as a Black woman. Her
poem “homage to my hips” is a de-
lightful example! In the poem “won’t
you come celebrate with me,” she
proudly declares, “i have shaped ...
a kind of life.”

While innovative with her
language, Clifton was a student of
tradition and rooted in the wider
community. I am indebted to my
study with scholar J. Kameron
Carter for elucidating Clifton’s use
of lower-case “i” throughout her
work. In terms of the Afro-Caribbe-
an worldview, the oft-repeated “i”
generally meant “we” and was in-
dicative of the belief that the divine
connects all of life — “the bond of
living things everywhere.”

In an interview, Clifton remarked,
“Writing ... is a way of remem-
bering I am not alone.” Reading
Clifton can provide this reminder
for all of us. In perhaps her most
famous poem, “blessing the boats,”
Clifton encouraged readers, “may
the tide ... carry you out beyond the
face of fear.” Clear-eyed about the
historical abuses and present racial
injustices, Clifton also evokes words
of hope for every month of the year
— “today we are possible.”

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the
pastor of Chapel in the Pines Presby-
terian Church. His newly-published
book is a collection of his columns
for the Chatham News + Record
titled “Hope Matters: Churchless
Sermons.”

Questions for a grim
anniversary in Ukraine

TO THE EDITOR:

As the grim anniversary approach-
es of the tragic Russian invasion
of Ukraine, mental health almost
requires numbness. We train our eyes
to flash quickly past disturbing head-
lines, such as “Ukraine Under New
Missile Barrage as Russia Warns
West about Tank Pledges.” After all,
upsetting events abound right here in
the US.

But some questions about this
disastrous war seem urgent. For me,
these questions boil down essentially
to this startling uncertainty: What
actually are our government’s aims
in Ukraine, and how are they being
justified by our leaders?

Unfortunately, clarity is hard to
come by. President Biden and his
administration maintain that their
aim is solely to enable Ukraine to
defend itself against a brutal invasion
— surely a noble goal. The purpose,
these leaders say, of allocating over

LETTER

$100 billion and pouring increasingly
controversial weapons into Ukraine
has been to put our ally in a strong
position for peace negotiations.

This fall, however, Ukraine was
“winning,” by many accounts, having
retaken key cities and pushed the
Russian army back. Why, then, didn’t
the U.S. and NATO use this “inflec-
tion point” to press for a cease-fire
and serious peace negotiations? Why,
instead, has the U.S. started encour-
aging Ukraine to attack Crimea, an
essential part of Russia for most of
the past 300 years? Why have NATO
countries pressured Germany to
abandon its post-World War II stance
of military restraint and to send its
Leopard tanks into battle against
Russia — a move that is clearly
awakening painful memories in both
nations of the historic Soviet battles
against the Nazis in which some 20
million Russians died?

Current events within Ukraine
also raise some thorny questions.
Since Ukrainian journalist Yurii
Nikolov broke a story recently about

massive corruption in the Ukrainian
defense department, four deputy
ministers and five regional gover-
nors have resigned or been fired.
Ukrainian democratic structures
also appear increasingly sketchy.
Even before the war, President Zel-
ensky had banned most TV stations;
now he has also banned 11 political
parties and has rolled back import-
ant labor protections. Why is the U.S.
willing to escalate support under
these conditions?

These questions bring us back to
where we started: What, truly, ARE
our government’s aims? Only to sup-
port a vulnerable ally? Or — as Biden
and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
both said openly back in the spring
— to “weaken Russia” and unseat
Putin? I feel I must demand a re-
sponse from our leaders. I need them
to answer, also, how many innocent
lives these goals are worth, and exact-
ly how far they are willing to push the
risk of nuclear Armageddon.

Chris Mayfield
Pittsboro
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North Carolina economy continues to excel

North
Carolina
faces many
challenges.
You and I
may disagree
with how to
rank those
challenges,
or what to do
about them,
but we share
a belief that our state could be
a better place than it is today.

This reformist impulse is
proper and useful. But we
shouldn’t let it make us unduly
and unrealistically dour. Few
states can match what North
Carolina already has to offer —
which is why few states match
or exceed our growth rate.

The latest population data
from the U.S. Census Bureau,
for example, show that North
Carolina’s population grew by
some 133,000 last year, to 10.7
million residents. Only Texas
(471,000) and Florida (417,000)
increased more in population
during the period. In terms of
annual growth rate, North Car-

JOHN HOOD

John Locke
Foundation

olina ranked 9th at 1.3%, with
Florida (1.9%) topping the list.

America’s fastest-growing
states are primarily in the
Southeast and Mountain
West. That’s been true for
some time now. Similarly, the
places with the largest drops
in population last year were
also rather predictable. There
were six-figure population
declines in New York, Califor-
nia, and Illinois. In percentage
terms, the fastest-declining
states were New York, Illinois
and Louisiana.

As for gross domestic prod-
uct, North Carolina’s economy
has since the beginning of 2020
posted a compound annual
growth rate of 2.8%, adjusted
for inflation. That’s significant-
ly higher than the national
(1.6%) and regional (2.1%)
averages. Idaho (4.2%) ranked
first in this category, followed
by Tennessee (3.8%), Florida
(3.6%), Utah (3.6%) and New
Hampshire (2.9%). Our state
ranked 8th.

Which states are slackers in
economic growth? Well, Louisi-

ana’s GDP actually shrank by
an average annual rate of 3%.
Other places with net negative
growth since January 2020
included Alaska, Wyoming,
North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Hawaii, New Mexico, West
Virginia and Maryland.

As should come as no sur-
prise to no one, I believe that
the past decade of free-market
reforms and fiscally conser-
vative policies made North
Carolina a more attractive
place to live, work, invest and
create new jobs. We went from
having one of the worst-de-
signed tax systems in the
country to one of the best.
Under laws already enacted by
the General Assembly, our tax
rate on personal income will
decline to 3.99% by 2027. Our
corporate tax will disappear
entirely by 2029. I also credit
infrastructure improvements
and a series of regulatory-re-
form measures for improving
North Carolina’s business
climate.

A Canadian think tank,
the Fraser Institute, provides

a handy way to track these
changes over time. In the most
recent iteration of its Econom-
ic Freedom of North America
index, North Carolina ranked
9th. That represents a marked
improvement from its 2010
rank of 19th. By the way, what
state currently ranks first in
economic freedom by Fraser’s
measure? Florida.

It is important to keep in
mind, however, that gov-
ernment is not the primary
driver of economic decisions —
whether for good or for ill. All
other things being equal, states
with smaller, less-intrusive,
and more-effective govern-
ments tend to grow faster than
average. That’s the finding of
most (though not all) academic
studies published over the past
several decades.

Where the rubber meets the
road, however, all other things
are never equal. States differ
significantly in geography, nat-
ural resources, population den-
sity and economic structure.
Many factors that determine
growth over time can only be

modestly influenced by public
policy, if at all.

Look again at that list of
states with shrinking econo-
mies. While some of them are
“blue” states with relatively
high tax and regulatory bur-
dens, others such as Wyoming
and North Dakota don’t fit that
description. States overly re-
liant on industries such as oil
drilling, mining and tourism
have had a rough few years.
Even Texas, a popular destina-
tion for migrating families and
business alike, managed only
to match the national average
in GDP growth (1.6%).

North Carolina’s economic
portfolio is more diverse — and
becoming more so over time. Is
there room for improvement?
Sure. But we already have a lot
to be thankful for.

John Hood is a John Locke
Foundation board member.
His latest books, Mountain
Folk and Forest Folk, combine
epic fantasy with early Amer-
ican history (FolkloreCycle.
com).

Why did we elect Thom Tillis?

Vivian Howard

Our Senior Senator, Thom
Tillis, has a target on his back.
Angry, disillusioned partisans
are calling him a traitor, a be-
trayer. Curiously enough, those
name-callers aren’t Democrats,
as might be expected, but Repub-
licans — members of his own

TOM party!
CAMPBELL Why so angry? They are calling
N.C. Spin Senator Tillis a RINO, Republican

in Name Only, because he doesn’t
go along with everything the far right espouses. If
you won’t quote scripture and verse on demand you
can’t be in their club. You have obviously deserted
the Grand Old Party.

Make no mistake. Thom Tillis is a Republican, a
conservative Republican, and not for one minute
should we believe he will forsake his bedrock be-
liefs. But neither is Thom a “go-along to get-along”
guy. A former business consultant, Tillis became
House Speaker in 2012 and immediately demon-
strated he knew how to make the trains run in our
legislature. Never the flashy, back-slapping pol,
Tillis eschewed the klieg lights in order to work
more effectively. It was no secret he was a Republi-
can and made no apologies for it. As Speaker, Thom
was adept at knowing the pulse of his Republican
caucus and counting votes with the best of them.
He knew what he could and couldn’t get passed on
the N.C. House floor and wouldn’t allow a floor vote
if he wasn’t sure about its outcome. He is respected
as one of the best House Speakers we’ve had in
recent years, even by many Democrats.

In his first term in the U.S. Senate, it took Tillis
a while to find his footing and voice. He took some
controversial stands, specifically opposing Presi-
dent Trump about declaring a national emergency
so he could build a wall along the border. Later he
reversed his position after strong opposition and
vitriol from Republicans. I believe this episode
was a moment of truth for the freshman Senator.
Maybe I'm reading too much into it, but I think
this was the moment Thom Tillis realized he
didn’t have to be just a voice for the Right but was
sent to Washington to voice what he thought was
right.

Yes, Tillis’ voting record will show he supported
Trump and voted the Republican way on a high
percentage of votes. He certainly followed the
party line enough to have earned his bona fides as
a party loyalist. If anything, the stinging criticism
from the far-right wing of his tribe should be a
badge of honor, not shame.

The Senator believed that immigration demand-
ed more than just a slogan to build a wall, so he

The Senator believed that immigration
demanded more than just a slogan to
build a wall, so he joined forces with
Democrats and other Republicans to
find a solution for those wanting to
enter our country, crafting a resolution
that ultimately failed in the dying
moments of 2022.

joined forces with Democrats and other Republi-
cans to find a solution for those wanting to enter
our country, crafting a resolution that ultimately
failed in the dying moments of 2022. But in this fail-
ure, Thom Tillis earned a large measure of respect
among leaders in both parties. They recognized a
new leader was emerging, discovering that Tillis is
straightforward, tells his truth, isn’t a grandstand-
er seeking media attention or favor. He’s pretty
much of a “what you see is what you get” kinda
guy.

Over the past year Senator Tillis has moved from
the back bench into becoming a leader, a concilia-
tor and mediator, willing to reach across the aisle
for honest, civil discussion, finding agreement
where possible and seeking compromise to pass
legislation on issues like immigration, same-sex
marriage and guns. And don’t be surprised to hear
his name among those finding a consensus position
for passing the budget and dealing with the debt
ceiling debate.

So why did we elect Thom Tillis? For that mat-
ter, why do we elect anyone to public office? I am
convinced there are some (I hope very few) who
vote for someone, hoping they will get elected and
go burn the place down, figuratively and literally.
Others perhaps cast their ballots in hopes that
the individual will further gum up the already
slow-moving wheels of government, believing the
less done is better. But I believe the majority of us
vote for a person because we hope he or she will
play a part in actually getting things done for the
betterment of all. Isn’t that why we have a repre-
sentative government in the first place?

It is apparent that our Senator, in his quiet, re-
spectful and even-tempered way, is morphing from
politician to statesman.

Stay on course, Senator. You are making a differ-
ence.

Tom Campbell is a former assistant N.C. State
Treasurer and was the creator/host of N.C. SPIN, a
weekly statewide television discussion of N.C. issues
that aired on UNC-TV until 2020. Contact him at
tomcamp@carolinabroadcasting.com.
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plans her return

Are the days of the roadside eat-
eries gone? My book, “North Caroli-
na’s Roadside Eateries,” celebrated
the barbecue and country cooking
family friendly restaurants near the
interstates.

Now, one of North Carolina’s
= most famous restaurateur and
D.G. MARTIN food expert argues that the days of
One on One restaurants as we know them may

be over.

Vivian Howard, famous across the country for her
television program, “A Chef’s Life,” and as author
of two beautiful books about food (“Deep Run Roots:
Stories and Recipes from My Corner of the South”
and “This Will Make It Good,”) tried to explain why
food establishments across the country are strug-
gling. Writing in The New York Times on Jan. 20, she
explained, “I recently closed my flagship restaurant
in Kinston, N.C. For more than 15 years, Chef & the
Farmer was a star in the farm-to-table sky. Our food
exalted my region’s little-known cuisine, and the level
of service we provided was an anomaly for miles.

“Even so, Chef & the Farmer closed, in large part
because the inefficiencies, stress and fatigue brought
by an unsustainable business model became impos-
sible to ignore. Our industry needs to evolve or else
more full-service, cuisine-driven restaurants like
mine will languish their way to extinction.”

Her New York Times essay was not her first warn-
ing about the unsustainability of restaurants like
Chef & the Farmer.

In “This Will Make It Good,” she wrote, “In 2019 my
professional life was a vat of turmoil. The mountain
of projects I had taken on had slowly distanced me
from the day-to-day operations at my restaurants,
and my prolonged absence was notable in every part
of the business. The restaurants were understaffed,
guest counts were down across the board, and morale
was at an all-time low. My team members used to feel
they were part of something.

“Now that ‘something’ just felt like a job. I had
hired a consultant and a chef with a pedigree to help
figure things out, but somehow that made it worse. I
fired people, rehired people, and to save a marriage
decided I could no longer work with my husband.

We moved under a tall mountain of debt that caused
finger-pointing, infighting and backstabbing, and I
couldn’t tell who was doing what.”

Howard has acknowledged that she is now divorced.

“All of it was stuff that, on some level, I was doing for
other people. I had never wanted to run a restaurant
empire, and suddenly I was running one into the ground.
Every day I let more and more people down. I felt lost.”

She is planning for a sustainable future for her
restaurant.

She plans to reopen Chef & the Farmer this year.
“We won’t rely on the diners to pay servers; the chefs
will serve, cafeteria style, at our retrofitted kitchen
bar. The energy we put into elevated service and its
trappings will flow directly into the only ‘program’
we have chosen to keep — our food.”

The restaurant will open just four days a week,
because, she says, “that’s the kind of schedule that
nurtures staff retention.”

Howard is looking at other ways to reduce the costs
of serving prepared food. For instance, under the
brand name “Viv’s Fridge,” she is stocking high-end
food packages in refrigerators at convenient locations
in cities near Kinston ready to be picked up, paid for,
taken home, and reheated.

Are there lessons from Howard’s experience that
can help my favorite country cooking and barbecue
places survive these tough times?

Maybe they can expand their carry-out options to
reduce staff costs just a little bit.

But they should remember that many of their
country cooking and barbecue fans come not only
for the good food but also for the social experience of
visiting with other customers and staff.

It is something I hope Howard will remember, too.

D.G. Martin, a lawyer, served as UNC-System’s vice
president for public affairs and hosted PBS-NC’s North
Carolina Bookwatch.
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destination where you’ll find
something you like.”

Havoc will be housed at
39 West St. next to The Mod.
The brewery is set to open its
flagship location at SoCo early
this year, according to Havoc’s
Facebook page.

The Chatham County-based
brewery will have a large
outdoor patio where patrons
can get a view of the historic
county courthouse nearby and
a venue for local musicians to
play. Stafford said Havoc will
bring a unique experience to
downtown and complement
many surrounding businesses.

“We hope that it makes
downtown cool because there’s
room for several hundred
people on that patio,” Stafford
said. “It’s a big outdoor seating
area, and so there will be a lot
of room to do a lot of cool stuff
on there — live music, bouncy
castles, car shows or whatever
they want to do. It will be really
awesome.”

Doherty’s will be located
on the other side of The Mod
and is expected to open later
this year, according to Staf-
ford. Doherty’s is known for
its Irish pub fair, ranging
from brisket to fish and chips,
as well as a wide array of
Irish-inspired cocktails and
Guinness beer.

Doherty’s co-owner
Donavon Favre said before
the COVID-19 pandemic, he
and his business partner
Sami Taweel were looking to
open a third location of their
award-winning restaurant.
When Favre walked through
downtown Pittsboro toward
SoCo, he said he felt the envi-
ronment was perfect.

“Our restaurant has a family
feel to it,” Favre said. “As soon
as we got to Pittsboro and
started walking downtown,
meeting with friendly people, it
fit with exactly what we do and
who we are.”

Favre said he, along with
Stafford and the owners of The
Mod and Havoc, want to work
to have collaborative events to
create a one-of-a-kind experi-

Doherty’s Irish Pub and Restaurant owners Sami Taweel (left) and Donavon Favre.

ence downtown. That could
include working with Havoc to
deliver food to their customers,
holding joint events on the
patio space outside of SoCo
and more.

“We don’t want it to be
competitive, we want it to be
collaborative because the more
we can make it a destination
spot for all of us, the better off
we all will be,” Favre said.

Favre said another factor in
choosing Pittsboro as the lo-
cation for the new Doherty’s
was incoming growth.
Stafford’s dedication to his
town, Favre said, also helped
him and his business partner
decide to call Pittsboro their
third home.

“One of the big things Greg
and I connected on was he said
he wanted something people
are going to want to go to that’s
higher end, delicious food
that’s going to be different than
what we have right now,” Fa-
vre said. “He has enthusiasm
for downtown Pittsboro and he
wants this to be a destination
spot, not just for us, but for the
community.”

Stafford said Chatham Park,
the massive planned commu-
nity north of downtown, had a

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Greg Stafford, owner of
SoCo in Pittsboro.

role in what types of business-
es he hoped to draw to SoCo; he
wants to create a place where
both long-time residents and
new ones can enjoy.

“There are times when
people want to go to the kind
of restaurant that’s going to be
in a major development, like
Chatham Park, and there are
times when people want to go
to the hipster, all downtown,
cool place,” Stafford said.
“One of the mistakes I made
was when I started this, I was

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Michael Pipkin, owner of
Havoc Brewing Company,
which will be located in SoCo.

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

“We hope that it makes downtown cool because
there’s room for several hundred people on that
patio. It’s a big outdoor seating area, and so there
will be a lot of room to do a lot of cool stuff on
there — live music, bouncy castles, car shows
or whatever they want to do. It will be really
awesome.”

GREG STAFFORD, owner of SoCo in Pittsboro.

seeing it as ‘us’ versus ‘them’
... It’s not us or them because
the same people are going to
be going to both.”

SoCo now has all its tenants,
but Stafford said he still owns
other properties he’s looking
to lease out. While Stafford
and his wife have plans for
their remaining development
properties and projects in the
Pittsboro area, they can’t do
anything until Pittsboro fixes
its pause on additional sewer
allocation.

“There isn’t any sewer left in
Pittsboro so unless and until
Pittsboro can provide infra-
structure, nothing else is com-
ing downtown,” he said. “If
we can get the infrastructure
we need, we are in a position
where downtown Pittsboro is
in a position to be a great com-
plement to Chatham Park, and

vice versa.”

SoCo will provide a spe-
cial space for these new
restaurants to work together,
Stafford says. What’s most
important to him, though, is
SoCo’s ability to bring added
life to a downtown area and to
enhance the incoming growth
coming to the Pittsboro com-
munity.

“When the Christmas parade
goes by, you can stand on the
patio and watch the whole
thing, or when Carolina beats
Duke each and every time they
play, it’s a place to gather and
enjoy their demise ... It should
be a cool place, and I hope peo-
ple love it,” Stafford said.

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Heeden-
Taylor.
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Blood sampling of 206 Pittsboro residents who
are on public water showed PFAS levels well
above the national median, and even higher than
that found in people living downstream or near
the Chemours plant in Fayetteville, according to a
2021 study.

“Defendants knew or should have known that
PFAS present significant risks to human health
and welfare if released to the environment,” the
filing reads.

“Nonetheless, they continued manufacturing,
distributing and selling large volumes of PFAS
products to industrial facilities and consumers in
the Haw River watershed, knowing that ordinary
use and disposal of those products would result in
significant PFAS contamination” of the river, the
town and its drinking water.

A 3M spokesperson provided a statement to
Policy Watch via email:

“3M acted responsibly in connection with prod-
ucts containing PFAS — including AFFF (aqueous
film-forming foam) — and will vigorously defend
its record of environmental stewardship. AFFF
was a critical tool developed to serve an import-
ant need for military service members and other
responders facing potentially life-threatening
challenges.”

A Chemours spokesperson said the company
can’t comment on litigation.

PFAS are toxic at extremely low concentrations
— at parts per quadrillion — according to recent
EPA health advisory levels. Exposure to PFAS has
been linked to kidney and testicular cancer, low
birth weight, high blood pressure during preg-
nancy, thyroid disorders, elevated cholesterol and
other serious health conditions.

There are at least 10,000 types of PFAS, They
are known as “forever chemicals” because they
don’t break down in the environment, where they
can linger for hundreds of years.

These compounds enter the Haw River from
upstream sources, such as industrial dischargers,
wastewater treatment plants and biosolids —
sludge from those plants that is applied on land
as fertilizer. PFAS can then seep into the ground-
water and when it rains, can enter rivers and
streams.

Airports are also a source of PFAS because of
firefighting training exercises that use AFFF.

Traditional water and wastewater treatment
technologies can’t remove PFAS. Last year Pitts-
boro installed a granular activated carbon system,
known as a GAC, which reduced PFAS levels
in drinking water by 86-88%, according to town
sampling data.

However, those systems are expensive. Pittsboro
spent $3.5 million on the system; the funding came
from grants and town coffers — taxpayer money.

The lawsuit alleges that the defendant compa-
nies knew their products were toxic. Yet they still
marketed and sold large volumes of PFAS Prod-
ucts” to industry and consumers in the Haw River
watershed, “while simultaneously concealing end
misrepresenting the human health and environ-
mental risks posed by those products.”

As early as 1960, 3M knew that PFAS could
leach into groundwater and contaminate the
environment, according to the court filing. An in-
ternal memo from that year concluded that PFAS
manufacturing “would eventually reach the water
table and pollute domestic wells.”

3M announced last month that it would no lon-
ger manufacture PFAS and “work to discontinue
the use” of the compounds in its products by the
end of 2025.

Likewise, DuPont knew in the 1960s and 1970s
that PFOA, one of the thousands of types of
PFAS, could harm human health, according to
internal company data cited in the filing. By 1980,
DuPont “had internally confirmed that PFOA is
‘toxic,” and that ‘continued exposure is not toler-
able’.”

Facing millions of dollars in damages from
previous lawsuits in Ohio and West Virginia.
DuPont spun off a separate company, Chemours,
in 2015. Chemours is responsible for polluting the
Lower Cape Fear River Basin, from Fayetteville
to Wilmington, with GenX, a type of PFAS, and
other similar compounds.

The NC Attorney General’s office has sued
Chemours and “Old DuPont” — the entity before
the break up — demanding that they pay “all past
and future costs to assess, remediate and remedy
environmental harms” as a result of operations at
the Fayetteville Works plant.

Follow N.C. Policy Watch at ncpolicywatch.com.
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CHATHAM CHAT | DR. AMANDA MORAN, CHATHAM COUNTY SCHOOLS

‘One Chatham’ has 12 goals
and 111 strategies. Here’s how
it’s coming together.

‘By far the most rewarding, most
comprehensive approach to strategic
planning that I have ever seen’

Editor’s note: first of two parts.

Chatham County Schools’
strategic initiative, called “One
Chatham,” is an ambitious five-
year plan with 111 specific strat-
egies used to measure progress
toward achieving goals in five key
areas. This week we speak with Dr.
Amanda Moran, the assistant su-
perintendent for academic services
& instructional support for Cha-
tham County Schools, about One
Chatham — and to get a progress
report on the plan.

Moran has also a resident of
Chatham for almost 20 years.

She received her undergraduate
degree in elementary education
from UNC-Greensboro and has

a Master’s degree from Lincoln
Memorial University in Tennessee
and a Doctoral degree from East
Carolina University.

Moran has served in education
for the past 26 years as a classroom
teacher, lead teacher, instructional
technology facilitator, assistant
principal, principal, technology
director, chief academic officer,
MTSS director, and assistant
superintendent. She’s worked in
five districts across N.C. including
Chapel Hill Carrboro City Schools
and Orange County Schools.

For those unfamiliar with “One
Chatham,” can you provide a refresher
overview about what it is and how it
became the framework for Chatham
County Schools’ strategic plan?

One Chatham is the name of
our new strategic plan that we
launched in August of this school
year. It outlines the direction for
the district for the next five years.
It provides our mission and vision
for what we want to be and where
we want to go. It has a set of core
beliefs central to what we believe
about our work. Finally, we have
goals for the outcomes we hope to
achieve and the specific steps on
how we plan to get there.

The “One Chatham” theme came
from Superintendent Dr. Antho-
ny Jackson. From the moment
he arrived, he kept saying “One
Chatham,” reflecting his desire to
ensure all students had the same
educational opportunities and
pathways to find success in school.
Prior to his arrival and before
ever meeting him, I had also been
working on a theme for the year
that would focus on the Power of
One, examining the difference
one person can make in the lives
of others and in improving our
community. Over the years, we
have heard feedback that Chatham
has different areas or zones in the
district, and some individuals have
felt that these different areas are
treated differently. We have seen
schools all operate in different
ways, which made it feel like we
were more a district of schools and
not one school district. We wanted
this new plan to be about unifying
the district and helping us work to-
gether on a single vision ensuring
ALL our students are successful.

“Preparing ALL students for a
bright and prosperous future” — what
will that look like for students, and for
the community?

Our vision is that we want all
students to be prepared and ready
for whatever their future holds.
That can mean many different

things. As we worked to develop
our vision, we had many words
that we thought about using —
“college-and-career ready, future
ready,” etc.

The bottom line is we want stu-
dents to be ready to do whatever it
is they aspire to do. For some that
might be going right into the work-
place. For those students, we have
industry credentialing programs
and certification programs — what
educators once called vocational
education — that can allow them
to be ready to leave high school
and be prepared for the workplace.
Other students might aspire to
attend a two-year college program
where they explore a specific inter-
est or pathway to the workplace.

We are fortunate to have amaz-
ing partnerships with the Com-
munity College system to provide
these opportunities. With the
Chatham Promise opportunity, all
students can receive two free years
of college.

And finally, some students may
want to go to a four-year university
and pursue their bachelor’s de-
gree. We have programs in place to
help students achieve college rigor
in high school through Advanced
Placement classes, and we have the
ability to allow students to receive
college credits in high school
through programs like College
Career Promise. We have some
students who leave us with their
associate’s degree and high school
diploma through our Early College
program, as well.

Through programs like Dual
Language, we have students who
are leaving us with biliteracy
skills. We have 100% college ac-
ceptance rates through programs
like AVID. All of these options are
designed to prepare our students
for a bright and prosperous future.

During our One Chatham com-
munity event, we had more than
200 people in one room working on
developing this plan. One of the
activities was to paint a portrait
of a graduate — not in the literal
sense, but the characteristics of
what a graduate would look like if
they were leaving us successfully
prepared for the next chapter in
their future. Each group had to
present its portrait and explain the
various skills and abilities they felt
were most important. There were
so many creative ideas and quite
a bit of agreement on what those
skills and traits should be. We then
took all those pieces and came up
with what our students would pos-
sess, leaving us successfully. You
can find that here.

How were the five priority areas
developed, and why are they so im-
portant? (And did you leave anything
off that list that might be addressed
later?)

Our strategic plan has five pri-
ority areas. During the input-gath-
ering phase, we had surveys, focus
groups and listening sessions
where we asked for feedback and
what stakeholders wanted our dis-
trict to prioritize. We worked with
our data analysis team to compile
all those pieces of feedback and
synthesize that information into
themes. Five categories clearly
emerged as the most important to
our community. Each area is a crit-
ical aspect of our core mission of
ensuring students are successful.

Curriculum and Innovation is the

heartbeat of our work. I am a little
biased because this is the area I
oversee! We know quality instruc-
tion and innovative programs will
ensure our students are ready for
their futures.

Faculty and Staff is critical be-
cause we know that research tells
us that a high-quality teacher is
one of the most important factors
that ensures students’ success. So
we must invest in developing our
workforce through professional de-
velopment and support programs.
We must also work to recruit and
retain high-quality staff. Staff will
not thrive in an environment that
is not healthy and supportive.

Student Health and Safety was a
category that came up consistently
in focus groups and surveys. We
also have seen growth in mental
health needs in our community,
in addition to concerns across the
country about school security and
violence in the world today. We
want our stakeholders to know
that we take security, health and
safety seriously.

Facilities and Infrastructure is a
very timely focus area. Chatham
is on the cusp of unprecedent-
ed growth, and we need to have
facilities and the infrastructure
to support this growth. This can
mean the facilities themselves as
we build new schools, and it can
also mean ensuring we have appro-
priate cybersecurity measures in
place or the most up-to-date fiscal
systems in place.

Communication and Information
Sharing is an area that our listen-
ing sessions made clear we needed
to do a better job in. Parents
asked for more two-way modes of
communicating. We also recog-
nized we needed to do a better job
educating the community about
what we have to offer and sharing
the success of our students. We
have amazing community partners
and this focus area also looks at
how we can best leverage those
resources for our students and the
community.

If you look at all the feedback we
received from the community, you
can find a way to link it all to one
of these five areas. In the end we
came up with five areas that will
help strengthen an already strong
district and meet expectations for
what our students, families and
staff want our district to become
over the next five years. We did
have some debate about including
technology or equity as individual
focus areas. As we talked through
our core beliefs and received
feedback, it became clear that
technology is embedded in all we
do now. It is how we do business,
and it is authentically built into
all aspects of our work. Equity is
also something that we feel is not
a stand-alone area, but a way of
looking at things to ensure that
we are ensuring multiple perspec-
tives, that we are ensuring access,
and we are elevating all voices.
That is something that should be a
common thread through all of our
priority areas. It should be who we
are and how we do our work. So we
made a conscious decision to em-
bed technology and equity across
all five of our focus areas.

How’s it going? How’s it coming
together?

Throughout my career in educa-
tion, I have worked in five districts
from the western part of the state
to the Triad. Across all of these
districts and various roles I have
participated in strategic plan-
ning processes in every district

See GOALS, page A9

CHARGES

letters and references

we did what we did,”

with a deadly weapon

from people who live in Kelly said. will be dropped.
Continued from page A1 Hudson’s neighborhood Kelly said Hudson, who Hudson had worked
on River Bend Road. had no previous criminal as a 4th-grade teacher at
“He came in and he Neighbors also vigor- record, acknowledged Pittsboro Elementary un-
pled and took responsibil- ously defended Hudson wrongdoing in the inci- til around Jan. 6, when he

ity for careless and reck-
less driving and injury

to personal property,” As-
sistant District Attorney
Lynn Kelly told the News
+ Record. "He has been
ordered to do an anger
management class and

in letters to the editor

in the News + Record.
They said youngsters had
been encroaching upon
their property in cars
and speeding along the
private gravel roadway
for decades, trespassing

dent. She also acknowl-
edged that decades of
curious trespassers —
some exploring rumors
of an alleged Satanic
church along the road,
a falsehood Hudson’s
neighbors say has

was apparently suspended
from his position after
Chatham County Schools
officials learned of his
case. Hudson’s employ-
ment status with Chatham
County Schools is unclear
as of Tuesday. CCS would

community service.” and vandalizing. plagued them and their not comment on Hudson’s
The injury to personal “I don’t think that the tranquility — played a employment status.

property amounted to evidence showed that role in Hudson’s actions.

about $200 worth of dam- he (Hudson) tried to run Pursuant to Hudson’s Reporter Ben Rappaport

age to a vehicle driven by them off theroad roseto =~ engagement in commu- can be reached at brap-

one of the teens. the level of assault with nity service and anger paport@chathamnr.com

The DA’s office also
said it received several

a deadly weapon, which
is one of the reasons that

management courses,
the five counts of assault

or on Twitter @b_rappa-
port.
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CHARLES WILLIAM HINTON

January 4, 1943 ~ January 23, 2023

Charles William Hinton, 80, of
Pittsboro died on January 23, 2023,
at the UNC SECU Hospice House in
Pittsboro. Charles was the son of
the late Henry Hinton and Kathryn
(McLaird) Hinton. He was born in
Portsmouth, Virginia, in January
of 1943. Along with his parents, he
is preceded in death by his brother,
Tom Hinton and his uncle, Preston
McLaird.

Charles served in many local com-
munities as a Law Enforcement Officer including Pittsboro,
Smithfield, Carrboro and lastly, the Sanford Police Depart-
ment.

In 1979, Charles married Betty Jean (Griffin) and they
have spent the last 43 years together enjoying spending time
in the mountains, camping and traveling.

Charles proudly served in the United States Air Force for
four years before obtaining his Associate in Applied Science
degree in Police Science from Guilford Technical Institute.
He was an avid member of the NRA and loved collecting
and showing guns. When not collecting, he loved his time
blacksmithing and restoring antique, visible gas pumps and
tractors.

Charles is survived by his loving wife, Betty Jean Hinton,
his stepdaughter, Renee Wilder and husband Rodney; grand-
children, Ryan Wilder (Carlee Whitt) and Reice Wilder, one
great-granddaughter, Ryleigh Wilder; two sisters, Gina (Jay)
Stancil and Mary Lou (Alex) Barker, all of Maine; cousins,
Pat Fuson and Jane Fuson, both of Kentucky; nephews,
Matthew Hinton of Pennsylvania and Joe Hinton of N.C.;
sister-in-law, Ngoc Hinton of N.C . and mother-in-law, Mary
Margaret Griffin of Pittsboro. He also adored his feline fur
babies, Winnie and Barney.

A memorial service will held on February 4, 2023, at 2 p.m.
at the Pittsboro Baptist Church at 121 West Salisbury Street,
Pittsboro.

Memorial contributions can be made to CARA of San-
ford at 42 Deep River Road, Sanford or to UNC Hospice, 100
Round Tree Way, Pittsboro, N.C.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to
serve the Hinton family.

Memorial tributes can be left at www.Donaldsonfunerals.
com.

Bridgewater, Massachusetts.

Evelyn Squires.

com

serve the Squires family.

BERNICE GORDON ELLIS

August 2, 1939 ~ January 28, 2023

Bernice Gordon Ellis, 83, of Bynum, died Saturday, Janu-
ary 28, 2023, at UNC hospital.

Bernice was born in Chatham County on August 2, 1939,
to the late John Ellis and Edna Johnson Ellis. He was also
preceded in death by one granddaughter, Whitney Ellis, six
brothers, Cleodis Ellis, Willie Ellis, George Ellis, Grady Ellis,
Gilbert Ellis, James Ellis, and four sisters, Fayedine Tisdale,
Etta Mae Mann, Margaret Oakley, and Annie Ring.

Surviving relatives include three sons, Marty Ellis and wife
Marilyn of Bynum, Ricky Ellis and wife Penny of Ramseur,
Donald Ellis and wife Tammy of Pittsboro; six grandchildren,
Martin Ellis, Christy Ellis, Richard Ellis, Christopher Ellis,
Samantha Miller, Trevor Ellis; and 11 great-grandchildren,
Ace Ellis, Teagan Ellis, Kynlee Johnson, Briley Ellis, Nevaeh
Latham, Allen Ellis, Hope Ellis, Jase Ellis, Fallon Ellis, Benja-
min Harris, and Stratton Miller.

A graveside service will be held Friday, February 3, 2023,
at 2 p.m. at Hickory Mountain Chapel with Rev. Bob Wachs
presiding.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks for donations to be made
in Bernice’s memory to Hickory Mountain Chapel Cemetery
Fund, Attn. Floyd Bowers, 911 Shannon Drive, Siler City,
N.C. 27344.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.com.

Donaldson Funeral Home and Crematory is honored to
serve the Ellis family.

ASHLEY ‘POSSUM’
THOMAS BINKLEY

May 9, 1930 ~ January 22, 2023

Ashley “Possum” Thomas
Binkley, 92, of Siler City, passed
away on Sunday, January 22,

2023.

A Celebration of Life will be
held at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Febru-
ary 5, 2023, at the Siler City Pen-
tecostal Holiness Church with

Pastor William Fields officiating.

KEVIN JOSHUA ‘KJ’ SQUIRES

December 13, 1983 ~ January 22, 2023

Kevin Joshua “KJ” Squires, age 39, of Moncure, died Sun-
day, January 22, 2023, at UNC Hospital.

KJ was born in Norway, Maine, on December 13, 1983, to
Kevin W. Squires and Darlene Westfall Squires.

KJ is also survived by his fiancé, Kerie May; one son,
Klyde James Squires; one brother, Travis Squires of San-
ford; and his maternal grandmother, Mary E. Vernagia of

He was preceded in death by his maternal grandfather,
James S. Westfall, and paternal grandparents, William and

There are no services planned at this time.
Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to

Binkley was born in Chatham
County on May 9, 1930, the son
of Robert Binkley Sr. and Loney
McDaniel Binkley. Possum was
amember of Oakley Baptist
Church. He retired after work-
ing at Glendale and Kellwood.
In addition to his parents, he is
preceded in death by his sisters,
Thelma Estes, Camilla Gilliland,
Elsie Brigham, Agnes Gilliland,
and brothers, Bobby Binkley Jr.,
Odell, Arvey, Earl, and Larry
Binkley.

He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Joy Barker of Siler City; two
grandchildren, five great-grand-
children; sister, Betty Jean Lind-
ley of Raleigh; and brothers,
Wesley Binkley of Bear Creek,
Steve Binkley of Graham, and
Joe Binkley of Asheboro.

Online condolences may be
made at www.smithbucknerfh.
com.

GRACE N. RHOADES
MATHOS

Grace N. Rhoades Mathos,
101, of Moncure, passed away on
Saturday, January 21, 2023.

The family received friends
on Monday January 30, 2023,
at Donaldson Funeral Home.
The funeral service was held
on Tuesday, January 31, 2023,
at the Moncure Baptist Church.
Burial followed at the Moncure
Methodist Cemetery.

Grace was born to the late
William A. and Eva A. (Camp-
bell) Rhoades. She was preceded
in death by her former husband,
Edward A. Mathos.

Survivors include her sons,
Edward Mathos, Joseph Mathos,
Mark Mathos; daughters, Joy
Mathos and Charity (Mathos)
Stevens; 15 grandchildren, 24
great-grandchildren, and 10
great-great-grandchildren.

Donaldson Funeral Home and
Crematory is honored to serve
the Mathos family.

Memorial tributes can be left
at www.Donaldsonfunerals.com.

FRANCES IRENE
GARRETSON BOWE

January 2, 1931 ~ January 29,
2023

Frances Irene Garretson
Bowe, 92, of Sanford, passed
away on Sunday, January 29,
2023, at her home.

The funeral will be held at

We are proud to be serving
Chatham County and the

suwounding areas.

DONALDSON

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATORY

ar,
Sy
* Concerpeg » Comp®®

o 0‘\‘3“6

396 West Street, Pittsboro NC 27312

919.542.3057
donaldsonfunerals.com

We oﬁer an on-site Crematory with many options
of Celebration of Life services, Traditional, and
Green Burials. Call us to set an appointment to

come loy and learn more.

Hillmon Grove Baptist Church
on Thursday, February 2, 2023,
at 11 a.m. with Pastor Wayne
O’Quinn presiding. The family
will receive friends from 10 to 11
a.m. No graveside will be held
but the family requests friends
to join them in the fellowship
hall.

Born in Riverside, West
Virginia, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Hubert Bascom
Garretson and Annie Burnett
Garretson. In addition to her
parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband, Thomas
Gene Bowe; a sister, Jerry Ann
Tipton; brothers, Hubert Bas-
com Garretson Jr. and William
Chilton Garretson. She was a
head cook at Galion Community
Hospital in Galion, Ohio.

Surviving relatives include
her son, Murel Bowe of Sanford;
daughters, Retha Jean Bandy of
Florida and Frances Loretta Sy-
gowski of N.H.; brother, Glenn
Irvin Garretson of Florida; sis-
ters, Ruby Vina Arcuri of Ohio
and Dreama Virginia Jenkins
of Virginia; nine grandchildren,
several great-grandchildren,
and several great-great-grand-
children.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

WILLIAM ‘BILL’ CARLTON
SHACKLEFORD

September 17, 1934 ~ January
29, 2023

William “Bill” Carlton Shack-
elford, 88, of Sanford, passed
away on Sunday, January 29,
2023, at his home.

The family will receive friends
on Friday, February 3, 2023,
from 2 to 3 p.m. at Bridges-Cam-
eron Funeral Home. The funeral
service will follow in the Chapel
at 3 p.m. with Pastor Paul
Backlund officiating. Burial will
follow in Center United Method-
ist Church Cemetery.

He was the son of the late
James and Edith Simms
Shackelford. In addition to his
parents, he was preceded in
death by his wife, Louise Holt
Shackelford and siblings Geor-
gia Bailes, Pearl Hensel, Edward
Shackelford and Milton Shack-
elford. Shackelford served his

country in the United States
Army which included a tour
of duty in Korea. He retired as
a vice president from Bandag
Corporation.

He is survived by his sons,
Dale Shackelford of Sanford and
Dwayne Shackelford of Ashe-
boro; siblings, Barbara Hobson,
Raymond Shackelford, Bruce
Shackelford, Ernest Shackel-
ford; four grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.

Arrangements by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home, Inc.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

CHRISCAL LYSHA QUICK

July 13, 1969 ~ January 20,
2023

Chriscal Lysha Quick, 53,
of Pittsboro, passed away on
Friday, January 20, 2023, at UNC
Hospitals in Chapel Hill.

The funeral service was held
at noon on Saturday, January 28,
2023, at Knotts Funeral Home in
Sanford.

HELEN LEE (ELLBA) HICKS

August 2, 1930 ~ January 23,
2023

Helen Hicks, 92, of Cameron,
passed away on Monday, Janu-
ary 23, 2023, at her residence.

The funeral service was held
at 1 p.m. Sunday, January 29,
2023, at Works for Christ Chris-
tian Center with burial follow-
ing at Lee Memory Garden.

IRWIN STRICKLIN

October 15, 1932 ~ January 26,
2023

Irwin Stricklin, 90, of Sanford,
passed away on Thursday, Janu-
ary 26, 2023, at his residence.

Services entrusted to Knotts
Funeral Home.

NECHOL RASHAWN
CLARK

December 28, 1979 ~ January
23, 2023

NeChol Rashawn Clark, 43,
passed away on Monday, Janu-
ary 23, 2023, in Charlotte.

Services entrusted to Knotts
Funeral Home, Sanford.

SUSAN RUTH
(HAVENSTEIN) LOWE

June 20, 1967 ~ January 24,
2023

Susan Ruth (Havenstein)
Lowe, 55, of Moncure died
January 24, 2023 following a long
battle with cancer.

The family will receive friends
on Saturday, February 4, 2023,
at 11 a.m. at Donaldson Funeral
Home & Crematory. A memori-
al service will follow at 12 noon,
with Pastor John Petry presid-
ing.

She is the daughter of Gerald
and Joyce (Withbroe) Haven-
stein of Raleigh, who survive,
along with her two sons,
Benjamin and Bryce Lowe, and
her brother, Greg Havenstein of
Cary.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Douglas Lowe.

Condolences may be made at
www.donaldsonfunerals.com.

CHURCH NEWS

GUM SPRINGS BAPTIST
CHURCH

The Rev. Barry Lawrence,
Associational Missionary
from Sandy Creek Baptist
Association, will deliver

the 10 a.m. message at Gum
Springs Baptist Church, 227
Gum Springs Church Road,
Moncure.

Come enjoy a time of wor-
ship and fellowship.

CARD OF THANKS

The family of Jessie L. Jor-
dan wishes to thank each and
everyone for their thoughts,
visits, and prayers for our loss.

May God continue to bless all
of you.

Thank you!

The Jordan Family

CCCC FALL 2022 GRADUATES

The following Chatham
County students graduated
with the Fall 2022 graduat-
ing class at Central Carolina
Community College: Patricia
Aguilar Teutle, Rachel Brad-
ley, Emma Brown, Jaxson
Burke, Thomas Cantwell,
Alfred Chavez, Jacob Cohen,
Kaio Cowherd, Nelson Cruz,
Grayson Culberson, Samuel
Demian, Sara Dunn, Jonae
Fochtman-Lange, Rosario
Gaytan, Jonathan Gregory,
Kayleigh Jackson, Rosalba
Jaimes Tapia, James Keith,

e

e

 THA
A"WW?)
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Cristiano Lagreca, Molli
Lambert, Sarah Lawter Jor-
dan Lee, Melissa Lima Ryan,
Lorenti Elisa Luna, William
Maag, Gabriella Milliken,
Sarah Moore, Noemi Mora
Marcial, Victor Nambo Avila,
Toni Olds, Hailey Ostenfeld,
Brooke Perrell, Jordan Phil-
lips, Alex Rastenis, Michael
Ray, Jennifer Rios, Bradley
Roberts, Rebecca Samuel, Wal-
ter Scott, Sarah Stacy, Bradley
Svirk, Jason Tillman, Mikaela
Uptmor, Kenneth Vickers and
Kristin Wiley.

Shop Chatham
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Pittsboro Youth Theater
co-founders opt to sell business,
cite financial hardship

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — After 10 years of
providing a home on the stage to
youth across Pittsboro and the en-
tire Chatham community, Tammy
Matthews and Craig Witter have
decided to sell Pittsboro Youth

Theater.

soon.”

CRAIG WITTER AND TAMMY

The couple announced the

intention to sell the business after
returning from a stellar perfor-

mance at the Junior Theater

Festival in Atlanta where PYT
earned multiple awards for their
performances of Peter Pan Jr.
Matthews and Witter said they
no longer have the financial re-
sources or “personal energies” to

continue the program.

“We are very sorry that our
decision to close Pittsboro Youth
Theater will cause sadness for a
great many Kkids, parents and other
supporters,” the couple wrote on
the PYT website. “We love you very

much.”

The impending sale of the
business means all spring 2023
shows at PYT will be canceled and
deposits made for those shows will
be refunded to supporters.

PYT was also intending to move
into a new space in Bynum —
North Chatham Performing Arts

the new owners.

“We’re sorry that things
came to this so suddenly,
and we hope that we can
find some way for PYT
to continue to provide
services to our patrons

MATTHEWS, co-founders of Pitts-
boro Youth Theater

Center — later this year. The
co-founders had been fundraising
for the move to the new facility but
fell short of their fundraising goal.
They said, however, they hope the
future buyers will continue with
NCPAC, and that all donations
made toward the effort will go to

“If no buyer is found who wants
to continue with NCPAC by Feb.
20, 2023, then all donations made to
help build NCPCAC will be refund-
ed to those who donated as soon as
possible thereafter,” Witter said.

All assets of PYT are currently
for sale, according to the organi-
zation’s website. This includes the

for continuing operations.

Taking on the lease for
NCPAC would be $3,000 per
month with a 1% annual in-
crease for the duration of the
lease for the 5,000-square-foot
building.

Witter said he aims to have the
business sold by Feb. 20. According

to the overview of sale plans, PYT

hopes to sell the assets in bulk,

rather than individually. He said
the goal of the sale is to transfer

ownership to “new, younger and

more capable owners and/or oper-
ational staff.”

In the pitch to potential buyers,
PYT said its currently has close to
zero debt because the entire effort
has been self-funded by Matthews
and Witter.

“We’re sorry that things came

to this so suddenly, and we hope

theater company, Center for the

Arts Music School, the 15-year
lease on the unfinished NCPAC fa-
cility and all necessary equipment

that we can find some way for PYT
to continue to provide services to
our patrons soon,” Matthews and
Witter wrote.

For more information on the
sale visit www.pittsboroyouththe-
ater.com. For serious sale inquiries
contact Craig Witter at CFTA.
Cwitterl@gmail.com.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can be
reached at brappaport@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter @b_rappaport.

Staff photo by Anna Connors

Tammy Matthews, left, and Craig Witter, right, are
co-founders of the Pittsboro Youth Theater.

OPTIMISM

Continued from page Al

those throughout N.C.,
are having some chal-
lenges with attracting
workforce,” said Michael
Smith, the president of
the Chatham Economic
Development Corpora-
tion. “We continue to
work with Central Caro-
lina Community College
and the school system to
find ways to help educate
the public on what jobs
are available, and the
free training that exists
to help people gain new
skills to then work for a
number of our industries
here in Chatham Coun-
ty.”

VinFast, an electric
vehicle manufacturer,
and Wolfspeed, which
makes semiconductors —
and their combined 2022
announcements, bringing
$9 billion in investment
and 9,000 new planned
jobs here — are only a
part of Chatham’s 2023
formula, he said. In addi-
tion to workforce training
provided by CCCC, the
county has the benefit of
the large number of four-
year colleges and univer-
sities in close proximity,
highly-trained military
personnel leaving Ft.
Bragg and new residents
seeking opportunity.
They contribute to mak-
ing the region, and the
state, attractive for those
who are hiring.

“North Carolina gained
the third-most new resi-
dents [in the U.S.] in 2022

and we do not see that
trend changlng,” Smith

= said. “The
new jobs
we have
announced,
our great
quality of
life here in
Chatham
County, the
Chatham
County
School
system, the
award-win-
ning CCCC
and the
growth to
come over the next sev-
eral years — they’re all
positive reasons for our
citizens to be hopeful for
this new year.”

Walden

‘The brightest
horizon’

Still, the new jobs pro-
jected for Chatham (not
including 300 at FedEx’s
shipping hub under
construction near the
future home of VinFast)
in the coming years are
certainly a boost and a
safeguard. Mike Fox, the
president and CEO of the
Piedmont Triad Part-
nership, paints a sunny
employment picture —
beginning with this year.

“We see the brightest
horizon for Chatham
County and the Carolina
Core region in 2023,” he
said. “With state and
national attention on the
record-breaking year
of new job and capital
investment attraction, the
job opportunities in Cha-

= Happy Q%trtﬁcfay to our @eautlfﬁ[ Angel

{ \Wshiley Njcole Pyrtle
\ February 4, 1990 - April 26, 2008

\Ounkewdowwb)wkwbutweuﬂ%eemﬂnge@agaium
Heavex oue day! We Love you,

/Daddy, Wama, Conolive & Launen
[~ Sleep well my princess, each passing day is a day /
closer to seeing you again! ~ | love you always, Mom

The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the Word
of God stands forever. ~Isaiah 40:8

tham County are more
well-known than ever.”

Economist Mike
Walden, the Reynolds
Distinguished Professor
Emeritus at N.C. State,
told the News + Record
he’s predicting a “mild
and short” recession at
the end of 2023, and that
he sees the local unem-
ployment rate “rising
between 1 and 2 percent-
age points.”

It’s a jump he described
as “very modest.”

“Long-run economic
growth in the Triangle
region — including
Chatham County —is
still very robust,” Walden
said.

The Core’s boost

The county benefits
from being a part of
the Carolina Core, a
120+ mile stretch of
central North Carolina
stretching from west of
Winston-Salem to Fay-
etteville, all along future
Interstate 685. It includes
Greensboro and High
Point, has close proxim-
ity to Charlotte and the
Research Triangle, and is
home to four megasites
— including Moncure’s
Triangle Innovation
Point, where VinFast will
build, and Siler City’s
Chatham Advanced Man-
ufacturing site, where
Wolfspeed’s newly-named
John Palmour Manufac-
turing Center for Silicon
Carbide will be located.

Attention from Cha-
tham’s record-setting
announcements and the
innovation VinFast and

Wolfspeed will drive, Fox
believes, will keep the
interest, and the focus, on
Chatham and the region
for years to come.

“I believe that existing
companies there will
benefit from the talent
and suppliers that those
two ‘mega-projects’ can
attract,” Fox said.

“We hear from the
state that North Caroli-
na’s pipeline of potential
new business is strong,
and with well-positioned
industrial real estate like
the Chatham-Siler City
Advanced Manufacturing
site” — where there’s still
1,700 acres available for
development — “there is
no reason to doubt that
additional employers
will be attracted to the
excellent location and
business environment
in Chatham County,”
he added. “While we are
hearing that recruiting
and retaining talent
remains a concern of
our employers, we know
that growing the regional
economy, especially with
innovative technology
employers, is the path to
continued prosperity for
our region.”

The role of CCCC,
universities

Like Smith, Fox noted
the contributions of near-
by community colleges
and universities — which
are responding in their
own ways to the state’s
positioning in the job
market.

They are also working
to “attract talent to their
programs, some devel-
oped with these innova-
tive new employers,” Fox
said. And while massive
projects like VinFast and
Wolfspeed are driving the
training programs, there
is no reason, he said,
“that other local employ-
ers cannot benefit from
the new and growing
training programs serv-
ing Chatham County.”

“Anytime we are
investing resources in

upskilling our residents,”
Fox said, “this is an in-
vestment that is bound to
pay off in the short term
and long run.”

Dr. Lisa Chapman,
the president of CCCC
— with campuses in Cha-
tham, Lee and Harnett
counties — said she’s not
seeing broad impact from
the tech layoffs, noting
the immediate staffing
needs some local and
regional companies have.

“Our region has a di-
versity of employers who
have talent needs now
and talent need projec-
tions going forward,” she
said. “The projects [Vin-
Fast, Wolfspeed] obvious-
ly will include growth of
varied suppliers, but in
addition to that we have
a growing biotech sector
as well as ongoing needs
in the construction and
logistics-related indus-
tries. Healthcare work-
force also continues to be
aneed in our region.”

Chapman added it was
important to recognize
CCCC’s footprint area has
“strong incumbent em-
ployers who have made
this region their home
for many years and they
have excellent careers in
which our local residents
can engage.”

“Most of these careers
require education and
training beyond high
school, but not all of them
require the same type of
credential,” she said. “We
want to ensure our com-
munity knows about and
is prepared to participate
in these opportunities.
The college is working
alongside our secondary
and university partners to
provide the needed educa-
tion options.”

Workforce
development

CCCC’s and Chatham
County Schools’ commit-
ment to adding value to
workforce development
can only help keep Cha-
tham’s future positive,
according to Cindy Poin-

dexter, the president of
the Chatham Chamber of
Commerce.

“Much of the work that
needs to be done does
center around educating
the public about oppor-
tunities and training
available and working
with regional and local
partners,” she said. “We
all need to part of the
solution. There has been
a bit of a stigma associat-
ed around manufacturing
jobs, but these jobs create
great opportunities and
room for advancement.”

The national season-
ally-adjusted unemploy-
ment rate was 3.5% in
December. The Bureau
of Labor Statistics put
Chatham’s December un-
employment rate at just
over 3%, up from 2.8% last
January. It had reached
arecent high of 9.3%
in April of 2020 as the
COVID-19 pandemic shut-
tered many businesses

Even so, Chatham’s
wage gap — which
contributes to the
county’s affordable
housing conundrum
and high food insecurity
in some pockets of the
county — tempers the
jobs picture, at least for
now. Helping it: VinFast
said its average annual
wages will be $51,100,
while Wolfspeed said its
employees would earn an
average of $77,753 annu-
ally. Both are well above
existing average wages
in the western portion
of Chatham of around
$41,600, which is more
than $15,000 a year under
average wages across
North Carolina.

Knowing that the jobs
picture will improve, and
bring higher wages, is
even more reason to be
optimistic.

“Chatham County has
much to offer,” Poindexter
said. “We have a bright
future ahead of us.”

Bill Horner III can be
reached at bhorner3@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter
@billthethird.

GOALS

Continued from page A7

and each of them was
different. This process
has by far been the most
rewarding and the most
comprehensive approach
to strategic planning that
I have ever seen.

We sought to develop a
living, breathing docu-
ment that would become
the guiding light for who
we are as a district, and
we see that happening

already in the short
amount of time since the
plan was adopted. We
have almost every strate-
gy in our plan underway
and many completed.

Of the 111 strategies we
are using to measure
our progress to achiev-
ing our goals, 72 we’ve
begun work on and 25
we have completed. We
have also worked to
ensure that every board
item, meeting items for
various departments,
and professional de-

velopment sessions all
begin with our why. We
try to identify what area
of our strategic plan we
are working to address
and what that goal is. In
other words, we are try-
ing to connect the dots
so people see the connec-
tions to this plan and the
things we are doing. We
didn’t write this plan to
sit on a shelf. We wrote
it to be used and actually
change the way we think
about our work we do
together.
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232

Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each
PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999.
Jy2,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS

SILER SCHOOL SQUARE
APARTMENTS is accepting
applications for the waiting
list for 1BR & 2BR units. Save
$$, water incl in rent !! Visit

us at 511 W Fourth St in Siler
City or call (919) 799-7557 (TTY
711) for more information. $25
application fee per applicant,
credit/criminal check reqd.
Section 8 accepted. Accessible
units designed for persons
with disabilities subject to
availability. Equal Housing
Opportunity. This institution

is professionally managed by
Partnership Property Manage-
ment, an equal opportunity
provider and employer. F2,1tc

THE RETREAT AT PITTSBORO
APARTMENTS is accepting
applications for the waiting
list for 1BR & 2BR units. Visit
us at 196 Chatham Business
Drive in Pittsboro or call (919)
704-8090 (TTY 711) for more in-
formation. $25 application fee
per applicant, credit/criminal
check reqd. Section 8 accept-
ed. Accessible units designed
for persons with disabilities
subject to availability. Equal
Housing Opportunity. This
institution is professionally
managed by Partnership Prop-
erty Management, an equal
opportunity provider and em-
ployer. F2,1tc

POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces
its newest independent living
community for adults 55 years
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom
applications now being ac-
cepted. Office hours: Tuesday
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Call 919-533-6319 for more
information, TDD #1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible,
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8
accepted. No security deposit.
Application fee $25 per adult.
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
Jyl4,tfnc

FIREWOOD FOR SALE - Dry,
ready to burn. Call 919-742-
4561, F2,9,16,23,4tx

TV ANTENNAS - Come by
MacPage Communications at
102 N. Third Avenue, Siler City,
919-227-6698, F2,F9,2tc

AUCTIONS

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, business,
liquidation, estates, land,
houses, antiques, personal
property, coins, furniture, con-
signments, benefits, etc., NCAL
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell

it all!!! Real estate, personal
property, estate settlement,
farms & land, business liquida-
tion. JHA has been conducting
auctions in the state of NC
since 1989. Fully licensed Real
Estate and Auction Firm. NCAL
#8420 Firm #8086 www.Jerry-
HarrisAuction.com, 919-498-
4077, J6,tfnc

DIGGING AND DEMO - Land
improvements, mini-excuvat-
ing, stump removal, mobile
home and building tear down,
al digging. Call John Hayes,
919-548-0474,)19-Jul,20tp

CASH PAID FOR JUNK cars
and pickups, 336-581-3423,
J12,19,26,F2,4tp

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell:
919-548-4314, Sales, Services,
Supplies. Serving public for 35
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS

- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194.
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of
charge. Due to many months
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot
pay for cars at this time. Cars,
trucks, and machinery will be
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree

removal, stump grinding, lot
clearing. Visa & Master Card
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE AS-
SISTANT - Active relationship
with Christ and membership in
a church of like-faith required.
18-20 hrs/wk to manage office,
prepare publications, and
maintain records. Computer
proficiency required. Submit
resume and hourly salary re-
quirement to: Personnel Com-
mittee, Tyson’s Creek Baptist
Church, 10891 Siler City-Glen-
don Rd., Bear Creek, NC 27207
or email to tysonscreek@ty-
sonscreek.com. J19,26,F2,9,4tc

PART TIME HOUSE CLEANING,
near Siler City. $19/hr plus
travel allowance, 910-773-0722.
J12,19,26,F2,4tp

FOOD SERVICES STAFF,
Pittsboro Christian Village

is accepting applications for
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook.
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m., Monday - Friday, at 1825
East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 691

All persons having claims

against CAROL PITTMAN RIGS-

BEE AKA CAROL JEAN RIGSBEE,

deceased late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 13th day of April, 2023, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment. This the

12th day of January, 2023.

Nancy R. Brown, Executrix

239 Rocky Ridge Rd

Leasburg, NC 27291
J12,J19,)26,F2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22E717

All persons having claims

against VICTORIA LYNN

DOWLING, deceased late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 13th day of

April, 2023, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 12th day of January,

2023.

Anthony W. Vaughan, Admin-

istrator

379 Winding Rd.

Fries, Va. 24330
J12,)19,)26,F2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 651

All persons having claims

against TERRI LITUCHY,

deceased late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 13th day of April, 2023, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 12th day of January,

2023.

Todd Lituchy, Executor

17640 Rhoda St

Encino, CA 91316
J12,J19,)26,F2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

All persons having claims

against IDA LEE COTTEN,

deceased late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 13th day of April, 2023, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 12th day of January,

2023.

Crystal Gisele Josey Davis,

Executrix

1205 Barman Ct

Summerfield, NC 273358
J12,)19,)26,F2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

FILE NO: 22 E 681

All persons having claims

against KATHY SUE HEFNER

AKA KATHY FREEMAN HEFNER,

deceased late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 13th day of April, 2023, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment. This the

12th day of January, 2023.

Kathy N. Tavoada, Co-Admin-

istrative

105 George Street

Siler City, NC 27344

Andrew B. Hefner, Co-Admin-

istrator

1526 Vander Oldham Rd

Bear Creek, NC 27207
J12,J19,)26,F2,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

FILE NO: 23 E 26

All persons having claims

against ALLENE H. HARMON

AKA ANNIE ALLENE HARWARD

HARMON, deceased late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 20th day of

April, 2023, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment. This the 19th day of

January, 2023.

Jane Harmon Pendergrast,

Executrix

140 West Newman Rd

Chapel Hill, NC 27517
J19,)26,F2,F9,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, having

qualified as Executrix of the

Estate of TROY M. HANCOCK,

JR., late of Chatham County,

North Carolina, hereby notifies

all persons, firms, and corpo-

rations having claims against

the said decedent or his estate

to present them to her at 2755

Bonlee-Bennett Road, Siler

City. NC 27344 on or before the

20th day of April, 2023, or this

notice will be pleaded in bar of

their recovery.

All of those indebted to the

said estate are hereby request-

ed to make prompt payment to

the undersigned.

This the 19th day of January,

2023.

Ann P. Hancock

Executrix of the Estate of

Troy M. Hancock, Jr.

2755 Bonlee-Bennett Road

Siler City, N.C. 27344
J19,)26,F2,F9,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

FILE NO: 2022 E 000711

All persons having claims

against MARTIN PALMER

ODOM JR,, deceased late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 20th day of

April, 2023, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 19th day of January,

2023.

Margaret T. Odom, Adminis-

trator

5128 Bonlee Carbonton Road

Goldston, NC 27252
J19,)26,F2,F9,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

FILENO: 23E8

All persons having claims

against ELIZABETH BROOKS

COBB, deceased late of Cha-

tham County, North Carolina,

are notified to exhibit the

same to the undersigned on

or before the 20th day of April,

2023, or this notice will be

pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 19th day of January,

2023.

Christopher William Cobb,

Co-Executor

6368 Waterway Drive

Falls Church, VA 22044

Anna Lees Cobb, Co-Executor

1315 Langdon Place

1315 Fearrington Post

Pittsboro, NC 27312
J19,)26,F2,F9,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

FILE NO: 2023 E 000018

All persons having claims

against HELEN MARY KNAPP,

deceased late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 27th day of April, 2023, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 26th day of January,

2023.

Andrea Paula Judge, Executor

35 John Laurel Dr

Murphy, NC 28906
J26,F2,F9,F16,4tp

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE
SALE

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

22 SP 129

Under and by virtue of a Power
of Sale contained in that
certain Deed of Trust executed
by F. NORTON DICKMAN, Ill to
Trste, Inc., Trustee(s), which
was dated April 10, 2007 and
recorded on May 1, 2007 in
Book 01331 at Page 1169, Cha-
tham County Registry, North
Carolina.

Default having been made of
the note thereby secured by
the said Deed of Trust and the
undersigned, Trustee Services

of Carolina, LLC, having been
substituted as Trustee in said
Deed of Trust, and the holder
of the note evidencing said de-
fault having directed that the
Deed of Trust be foreclosed,
the undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
the courthouse door of the
county courthouse where the
property is located, or the usu-
al and customary location at
the county courthouse for con-
ducting the sale on February
7, 2023 at 01:00 PM, and will
sell to the highest bidder for
cash the following described
property situated in Chatham
County, North Carolina, to wit:
ALL THAT REAL PROPERTY
SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF
CHATHAM, STATE OF NORTH
CAROLINA:

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY
CONVEYED TO THE GRANTOR
BY DEED RECORDED IN BOOK
630, PAGE 465 CHATHAM
COUNTY REGISTRY, TO WHICH
DEED REFERENCE IS HEREBY
MADE FOR A MORE PARTIC-
ULAR DESCRIPTION OF THIS
PROPERTY.

And being more particular-

ly described by metes and
bounds according to said Deed
as follows:

BEGINNING at an iron pipe

in the eastern margin of NC
Highway No. 87, said stake be-
ing situate southwardly along
said highway .11 miles from
intersection of said highway
with NCSR 1546, and being a
corner with property owned
by Joseph W. DeGraffenreidt
and running thence from

said beginning point North 72
degrees 04 minutes 22 seconds
East 142.69 feet to an existing
iron pipe; thence South 23
degrees 30 minutes East 331.08
feet to an existing iron pipe in
the line of William B. Bland;
thence with Bland’s line South
72 degrees 47 minutes 32
seconds West 157.64 feet to an
established iron pipe situated
in the eastern margin of NC
No. 87; thence with the eastern
margin of Highway 87 North 21
degrees 24 minutes 09 seconds
West 306.77 feet to the point
and place of BEGINNING, con-
taining 1.123 acres, according
to a survey and plat prepared
by Smith & Smith Surveyors
entitled “Survey for F. Norton
Dickman, IlI” dated November
29, 1993.

Save and except any releas-
es, deeds of release or prior
conveyances of record.

Said property is commonly
known as 7610 Hwy 87 N, Pitts-
boro, NC 27312,

A Certified Check ONLY (no
personal checks) of five
percent (5%) of the purchase
price, or Seven Hundred Fifty
Dollars ($750.00), whichever

is greater, will be required at
the time of the sale. Following
the expiration of the statu-
tory upset bid period, all the
remaining amounts are imme-
diately due and owing. THIRD
PARTY PURCHASERS MUST
PAY THE EXCISE TAX AND THE
RECORDING COSTS FOR THEIR
DEED.

Said property to be offered
pursuant to this Notice of

Sale is being offered for sale,
transfer and conveyance “AS
IS WHERE IS.” There are no
representations of warranty
relating to the title or any
physical, environmental,
health or safety conditions ex-
isting in, on, at, or relating to
the property being offered for
sale. This sale is made subject
to all prior liens, unpaid taxes,
any unpaid land transfer taxes,
special assessments, ease-
ments, rights of way, deeds

of release, and any other
encumbrances or exceptions
of record. To the best of the
knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the current own-
er(s) of the property is/are

All Lawful Heirs of F. Norton
Dickman, lil.

An Order for possession of
the property may be issued
pursuant to G.S. 45-21.29 in
favor of the purchaser and
against the party or parties

in possession by the clerk of
superior court of the county

in which the property is sold.
Any person who occupies the
property pursuant to a rental
agreement entered into or
renewed on or after October 1,
2007, may, after receiving the
notice of sale, terminate the
rental agreement by providing
written notice of termination
to the landlord, to be effective
on a date stated in the notice
that is at least 10 days, but no
more than 90 days, after the
sale date contained in the no-
tice of sale, provided that the
mortgagor has not cured the
default at the time the tenant
provides the notice of termina-
tion [NCGS § 45-21.16A(b)(2)].
Upon termination of a rental
agreement, the tenant is liable
for rent due under the rental
agreement prorated to the ef-
fective date of the termination.
If the trustee is unable to con-
vey title to this property for
any reason, the sole remedy of
the purchaser is the return of
the deposit. Reasons of such
inability to convey include, but
are not limited to, the filing of
a bankruptcy petition prior to
the confirmation of the sale
and reinstatement of the loan
without the knowledge of

the trustee. If the validity of

the sale is challenged by any

party, the trustee, in their sole

discretion, if they believe the

challenge to have merit, may

request the court to declare

the sale to be void and return

the deposit. The purchaser

will have no further remedy.

Trustee Services of Carolina,

LLC

Substitute Trustee

Brock & Scott, PLLC

Attorneys for Trustee Services

of Carolina, LLC

5431 Oleander Drive Suite 200

Wilmington, NC 28403

PHONE: (910) 392-4988

FAX: (910) 392-8587

File No.: 22-14264-FC01
J26,F2,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

FILE NO: 23 E 2

All persons having claims

against KATHERINE H.

DOTSON, deceased late of

Chatham County, North Car-

olina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 27th day of

April, 2023, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 26th day of January,

2023.

Jeffrey P. Dotson, Co-Executor

152 Mockernut Rd

Pittsboro, NC 27312

Douglas R. Dotson, Co-Exec-

utor

326 Mockernut Rd

Pittsboro, NC 27312
J26,F2,F9,F16,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO: 22-CVD-237
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
TARA TENNILLE FARRELL,
Plaintiff VS
CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL FAR-
RELL, Defendant
NOTICE of SERVICE OR PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION
TO: CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL
FARRELL
TAKE NOTICE that a pleading
seeking relief against you has
been filed on the 13th day
of April, 2022 in the above
entitled action. The nature of
the relief being sought is as
follows: Plaintiff is seeking an
absolute divorce from defen-
dant based upon one year’s
separation.
You are required to make de-
fense to such pleading not lat-
er than 40 days following the
26th day of January, 2023, said
date being the first publication
of this notice, or from the date
complaint is required to be
filed, whichever is later, and
upon your failure to do so the
party seeking service against
you will apply to the court for
the relief sought.
This 26th day of January, 2023.
TARA TENNILLE FARRELL,
Plaintiff
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER
& LEE
W. Ben Atwater, Jr.
Attorney for Plaintiff

P.O. Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
(919) 663-2850

J26,F2,F9,3tc

CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Line ad deadline
Tuesday — Noon

Display ad deadline
Monday — 5 p.m.

Rates and payment
Minimum charge of

$5 for each classified
advertisement of 25 words
or less per week. For each
additional word, no matter
how many insertions, add
20¢ per word. Payable in
advance.

Blind ads

No information will be
given out by this office

to the identity of person
placing “keyed” or “blind”
ads.

Errors

In advertisements that run
more than one week, we
are responsible for errors
appearing in the first
week only. If you find an
error in your ad, report it
immediately.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

2022-E-0300

Having qualified as Executor of

the Estate of CATHY S. STOW,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, this

is to notify all persons having

claims against the Estate of

said deceased to exhibit them

to the undersigned on or be-

fore the 27th day of April, 2023,

or this notice will be plead in

bar of their recovery. All per-

sons indebted to said Estate

will please make immediate

payment.

This the 26th day of January,

2023.

]g/o David A. Burns, Attorney

or

Jeffrey A. Stow, Executor of the

Estate of Cathy S. Stow

PO Box 17803

Raleigh, NC 27619

Wyrick Robbins Yates & Pon-

ton, LLP

4101 Lake Boone Trail, Suite

300

Raleigh, N.C. 27607

P:919.781.4000 F: 919.781.4865

www.wyrick.com
J26,F2,F9,F16,4tc

LEGAL NOTICE

The Pittsboro Fire-Rescue
Department Inc. intends to
purchase a Pierce Engine to
replace a 2004 E-1 Engine and
related equipment. We wish
to have interest compounded
on the financing agreement
to be treated as a tax-exempt
transaction.

Under the Technical Correc-
tions Bill (HR 4333) thereis a
specified procedure for com-
pliance with Internal Revenue
Service regulations concerning
tax-exemption of interest pay-
ments on purchases or lease
agreements for volunteer fire
departments. In accordance
with Section 147 (f) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code, notice is
hereby given that as Chairman
of the Board of Commission-
ers, | have designated

Chief Daryl Griffin is to
conduct a public hearing at

A
"™
CHATHAM COUNTY

.
R

Opportunities

Visit www.chathamcountvnc.gov
and click Jobs.

Career

Available

HIRING CNA’s

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete
application and interview.

Pittsboro Christian Village
1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

=

PITTSBORO VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the
rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962
Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES




FEBRUARY 2 - 8, 2023 |

Chatham News + Record

| ATl

10:00 AM on February 1, 2023
at the Pittsboro Volunteer Fire
Rescue Department located at
150 Sanford Road, Pittsboro,
NC 27312, for the purpose of
hearing comments from the
residents of the Circle City Fire
District and the Town of Pitts-
boro, any resident of the Dis-
trict or town may appear and
comment on the above request
by the Pittsboro Volunteer Fire
Rescue Department Inc.
Karen Howard, Chair
Board of Commissioners
Chatham County

J26,F2,2tc

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
CHATHAM COUNTY

22sp183

IN THE MATTER OF THE FORE-

CLOSURE OF A DEED OF TRUST
EXECUTED BY ROBIN ITEN
PORTER AND TYLER BRETT
PORTER DATED FEBRUARY
15,2008 AND RECORDED IN
BOOK 1386 AT PAGE 244 IN THE
CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC
REGISTRY, NORTH CAROLINA
*102.22-112662.FC02.202*
22-112662

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
CHATHAM COUNTY

225p183

IN THE MATTER OF THE FORE-
CLOSURE OF A DEED OF TRUST
EXECUTED BY ROBIN ITEN
PORTER AND TYLER BRETT
PORTER DATED FEBRUARY
15,2008 AND RECORDED IN
BOOK 1386 AT PAGE 244 IN THE
CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC
REGISTRY, NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SALE

amily NACATIONS * .. 2.y /i e

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

Over 600 Vacation Homes from
from Corolla to Hatteras:

NOW in Rodanthe Waves
Salvo, Avon,
Hatteras and Fnscoi

- 877-642-3224
ibrmdleybeach 1.C

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Consumer

Gellular

844-341-3507

Upgrade Your Home with a

60% off

YOUR INSTALLATION
+

Wnrkers and First Responders

Liited tim ofe.
Expires 33123

NEW METAL ROOF

Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE
‘I 0% Off ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS
Install for Military, Health ROUF STYLES

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an
architectural roofing system by Erie Metal Roofs
can enhance the beauty of your home while
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Under and by virtue of the
power and authority contained
in the above-referenced deed
of trust and because of default
in payment of the secured
debt and failure to perform the
agreements contained therein
and, pursuant to demand of
the holder of the secured debt,
the undersigned will expose
for sale at public auction at
the usual place of sale at the
Chatham County courthouse
at 10:00AM on February 9,
2023, the following described
real estate and any improve-
ments situated thereon, in
Chatham County, North Caro-
lina, and being more particu-
larly described in that certain
Deed of Trust executed Robin
Iten Porter and Tyler Brett
Porter, dated February 15, 2008
to secure the original principal
amount of $134,450.00, and
recorded in Book 1386 at Page
244 of the Chatham County
Public Registry. The terms

of the said Deed of Trust may
be modified by other instru-
ments appearing in the public
record. Additional identifying
information regarding the col-
lateral property is below and is
believed to be accurate, but no
representation or warranty is
intended.

Address of property: 307 Dan-
bury Ct, Pittshoro, NC 27312
Tax Parcel ID: 0083002

Present Record Owners: Tyler
Brett Porer and Robin Iten
Porter

The record owner(s) of the
property, according to the re-

cords of the Register of Deeds,
is/are Tyler Brett Porer and
Robin Iten Porter.

The property to be offered
pursuant to this notice of

sale is being offered for sale,
transfer and conveyance AS
IS, WHERE IS. Neither the
Trustee nor the holder of the
note secured by the deed of
trust being foreclosed, nor the
officers, directors, attorneys,
employees, agents or autho-
rized representative of either
the Trustee or the holder of the
note make any representation
or warranty relating to the title
or any physical, environmen-
tal, health or safety conditions
existing in, on, at or relating to
the property offered for sale.
Any and all responsibilities or
liabilities arising out of or in
any way relating to any such
condition expressly are dis-
claimed. This sale is subject
to all prior liens and encum-
brances and unpaid taxes and
assessments including any
transfer tax associated with
the foreclosure. A deposit

of five percent (5%) of the
amount of the bid or seven
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00),
whichever is greater, is re-
quired from the highest bidder
and must be tendered in the
form of certified funds at the
time of the sale. Cash will not
be accepted. This sale will be
held open ten days for upset
bids as required by law. After
the expiration of the upset
period, all remaining amounts
are IMMEDIATELY DUE AND

DENTAL Insurance

Call now!

P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: P154TN).
6323

It doesn't matter what dentist you see, we
can help pay the bill. Get dental insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Get your FREE

Information Kit

1-844-496-8601

Dental50PIlus.com/ncpress

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact

us for complete details about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is
not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer. In WV: To find a provider in the network
visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/find-dentist. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance
Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, ND, VA: Includes Participating
Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA:

Statewide Classified

Call today to schedule your

FREE ESTIMATE 2555851815

Metal Roofs

GENERAC
_—

) H H
Now’s the Right Time PWRED

Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax Credit (ITC) with PWRcell,
Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery storage system. PWRcell will help

you save money on your electric bill and be prepared for utility power outages.
Plus it's compatible with most existing solar arrays.

SAVE WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT"
Call to request a free quote!
30%

(866) 642-1883
"Consult your tax or legal professional for information

regarding eligibility requirements for tax credits.

Solar panels sold separately.

BACKED BY A

Leaf q:llter YEAR-ROUND

GUTTER
PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

20%+10%

OFF
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!

Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

1-877-649-1190

A COMPANY OF
pm, Fri- l 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST ég LEAFHOME

#For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer

reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard

Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration#

0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registrations# HIC 0649905 Licensei# CBCO56678 License# RCE-51604 Registrationi C127230 Licenses 559544 Suffolk HIC Licenseit

52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHICT11225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330

Registraion# 731804 Lcense# 50145 Licensed 408693 Registraion®t 13VH03953900 Regitration® H-19114 License 218294 Regtratont PADGOE3 License
41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNWB22JZ License# WN056912

FREE INTERNET

Qualify today for the Government
Free Internet Program _"___
YOU QUALIFY for Free Internet if you ‘
receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid,
SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time co-pay of $20
CALL TODAY (877) 224-7739

maxsip

conneC
ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

When outdoors, your impact
should be smaller than this ad.

QUTDOORNC.COM @

LEAVE
NO TRACE

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or

visit www.ncpress.com.

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit.
Call 866-579-0885

Eliminate  gutter  cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15%  off  Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

BCl Walk In Tubs are now
on SALE! Be one of the first
50 callers and save $1,500!
CALL 855-737-1822 for a free
in-home consultation.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - $500
Discount + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender,  Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
833-649-2292

AUTO INSURANCE
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH!
Call for vyour fee rate

comparison to see how much
you can save! Call: 833-472-
0580

PROTECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely and affordably.
Pest, rodent, termite and
mosquito control. Call for a
quote or inspection today 877-
593-6072

SAVE MONEY ON
EXPENSIVE AUTO REPAIRS!
Our vehicle service program
can save you up to 60% off
dealer prices and provides you
excellent coverage! Call for
a free quote: 877-324-4071
(Mon-Fri :9am-4pm PST)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG
CANCER? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award -
even with smoking history. NO
obligation! We’'ve recovered
millions. Let us help!! Call
24/7, 844-641-0129

Denied Social Security
Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed SSD and denied, our
attorneys can help! Win or Pay

Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC
Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients
of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans
Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom
today! 1-877-224-7739

Caring for an aging loved one?
Wondering about options like
senior-living communities and
in-home care? Caring.com’s
Family Advisors are here to
help take the guesswork out
of senior care for you and your
family. Call for your FREE, no-
obligation consultation: 1-866-
327-0721

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power
your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a
FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-866-642-1883

Don’t Pay For Covered Home
Repairs  Again!  American
Residential Warranty covers
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE/ $1000FF POPULAR
PLANS. 888-993-0878

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for
350 plus procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress
#6258

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
833-586-8395

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-877-920-7405

OWING. Failure to remit funds
in a timely manner will result
in a Declaration of Default
and any deposit will be frozen
pending the outcome of any
re-sale. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser
at the sale shall be entitled
only to a return of the deposit
paid. The Purchaser shall have
no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee, the Substitute Trustee

or the attorney of any of the
foregoing.

SPECIAL NOTICE FOR LEASE-
HOLD TENANTS residing at
the property: be advised that
an Order for Possession of
the property may be issued in
favor of the purchaser. Also,
if your lease began or was
renewed on or after October 1,
2007, be advised that you may
terminate the rental agree-
ment upon 10 days written
notice to the landlord. You
may be liable for rent due
under the agreement prorated
to the effective date of the
termination.

The date of this Notice is Janu-
ary 20, 2023.

Jason K. Purser, NCSB# 28031
Morgan R. Lewis, NCSB# 57732
Attorney for LLG Trustee, LLC,
Substitute Trustee

LOGS Legal Group LLP

10130 Perimeter Parkway,
Suite 400

Charlotte, NC 28216

(704) 333-8107 | (704) 333-8156
Fax | www.LOGS.com

Posted:

By:
22-112662
J26,F2,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against ROBERT C. BROOKS,
deceased, of Chatham County,
NC, are notified to exhibit the
same to the undersigned on
or before April 28, 2023, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar
of recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make
immediate payment.
This the 26th day of January,
2023.
Shelia Elizabeth Jenkins,
Executor
c/o Bagwell Holt Smith P.A.
111 Cloister Court, STE 200
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
J26,F2,F9,F16,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

23-E-032

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, Edward

Culberson, having qualified as

Administrator of the Estate of

LACI DAWN HART, deceased,

late of Chatham County, this

is to notify all persons having

claims against said estate to

present them to the under-

signed on or before the 26th

day of April, 2023, or this no-

tice will be plead in bar of their

recovery. All persons indebted

to said estate will please make

immediate payment to the

undersigned.

This the 26th day of January,

2023.

Edward Culberson, Adminis-

trator

¢/o Robert Cummings

Attorney for the Estate

Hopper Cummings, PLLC

Post Office Box 1455

Pittsboro, NC 27312
J26,F2,F9,F16,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned having

qualified as Executor of the

Estate of EVELYN M. THOITS,

Deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, this is

to notify all persons, firms and

corporations having claims

against the Estate to exhibit

them to the undersigned at the

office of IDOL LAW, PLLC, 2741

University Dr.; PO Box 51759,

Durham, NC 27717, on or be-

fore the 30th day of April, 2023

or this Notice will be pleaded

in bar of their recovery. All

persons indebted to the Estate

will please make immediate

payment.

This is the 26th day of January,

2023.

Richard Stuart Thoits, Executor
Estate of Evelyn M. Thoits,

Deceased

Robert A. Idol, Esquire

IDOL LAW, PLLC

Attorneys at Law

PO Box 51759

Durham, NC 27717

(919) 401-5151

J26,F2,F9,F16,4tc

EXECUTOR’S NOTICE

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified on the 20th

day of January, 2023, as Exec-

utor of the Estate of GRETA

L. OWENS, deceased, late of

Chatham County, North Caroli-

na, this is to notify all persons,

firms and corporations having

claims against the decedent to

exhibit the same to the under-

signed Executor on or before

the 28th day of April, 2023, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of their recovery.

All persons, firms and cor-

porations indebted to the

estate should make immediate

paymen

This the 26th day of January,

2023.

The Estate of Greta L. Owens

Susan 0. Biggs, Executor

7239 Bulb Road

Julian, NC 27283

Attorney for the Estate:

William H. Flowe, Jr.

P.O. Box 1315

Liberty, NC 27298

Phone: (336) 622-2278
J26,F2,F9,F16,4tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified as Executor of
the Estate of MARGARET ANN
HART MCLAURIN, deceased,
late of Chatham County, North
Carolina, this is to notify all

persons having claims against
the estate of the deceased to
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 26th
day of April, 2023 or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to the estate of the deceased
will please make immediate

payment.
ThIS the 26th day of January,
2023.
Stephen Keith McLaurin,
Executor

2075 McLaurin Road

Siler City, North Carolina
27344

J26,F2,F9,F16,4tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified on the 5th of
January 2023, as Administrator
of the Estate of SUSAN JULIE
WHITE, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina,
this is to notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the decedent
to exhibit the same to the
undersigned on or before the
26th day of April 2023, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons,
firms and corporations indebt-
ed to the estate should make
immediate payment.
This the 26th day of January
2023
W. Woods Doster, Administra-
tor of the
Estate of Susan Julie White
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330
Attorneys:
Law Offices of W. Woods
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330
J26,F2,F9,F16,4tc

NOTICE OF DISCHARGE OF
UNTREATED SEWAGE
Aqua North Carolina had a
discharge of untreated waste-
water from the Chatham Water
Reclamation Facility part of
the Carolina Meadows collec-
tion system located near 380
Elmwood Drive, Chapel Hill, NC
of approximately 150,000 gal-
lons. The discharge stopped on
January 16, 2023 and appears
to have started 72 hours earli-
er. The untreated wastewater
entered into Morgan Creek
in the Cape Fear River Basin.
Additional personnel were
dispatched immediately to
repair the broken force main
to prevent further discharge,
and another team mitigated
the discharge. This notice
is required by NCGS 21, Ch.
143.215C. For more informa-
tion contact Heather Keefer,
Aqua North Carolina, Regional
Communications Specialist at
(919) 653-6965.

F2,1tc

NOTICE OF HEARINGS
TOWN OF SILER CITY
The following item will be
considered by the Siler City
Planning Commission on
Monday, February 13, 2023.
The hearing will begin at 6:30
p.m. in the multipurpose room
of the Wren Memorial Library
located at 500 N. 2nd Ave. The
item will also be heard by the
Town Council for Siler City on
February 20, 2023 at 6:30 pm in
the multipurpose room of the
Wren Memorial Library located
at 500 N. 2nd Ave.
Legislative Hearing
R23-0201. Rezoning of four
tract from Agricultural-Resi-
dential (A-R) to Heavy Indus-
trial (H-I) tracts totaling 43.35
acres +, addressed as 394, 438,
546, and unaddressed Bish
Road (parcel numbers 12773,
12774, 12705, and 61190), and
being the properties of Hilltop
Holdings, LLC, Chandra B and
Lynn Lafone Ill, D H Griffin
Wrecking Company, LLC, and
Samanda Rachelle and Bobby
Tucker, represented by Tims
Farm & Fosestry |, LLC Timothy
Booras, Manager.
The proposed item is available
for review by contacting Jen-
nifer C. Baptiste at jbaptiste@
silercity.org or 919-726-
8626. All persons interested in
the outcome of the item are
invited to attend the legisla-
tive hearing and present com-
ments, testimony, and exhibits
on the above referenced item.
These are separate hearings:
Interested parties may submit
evidence and written com-
ments. Written comments or
evidence on these applications
can be submitted by email to
jbaptiste@silercity.org. Indi-
viduals desiring to speak must
sign up by calling 919-726-8626
before 12:00 p.m. on or before
the scheduled public hearing
date.
The Town of Siler City as an
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission
of proposals from minority
and women-owned firms and
certified Section 3 business
concerns if the contract is over
$100,000 for non-construction
contracts. The Town of Siler
City will make appropriate
arrangements to ensure that
disabled persons are provided
other accommodations, such
arrangements may include,
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf,
providing taped cassettes
of materials for the blind, or
assuring a barrier-free location
for the proceedings.
This information is available in
Spanish or any other language
upon request. Please contact
Tammy Thomas at 919-726-
8625, 311 North Second Ave-
nue, Siler City, North Carolina
27344, or tthomas@silercity.
org for accommodations for
this request. Esta informacion
estd disponible en espafiol o
en cualquier otro idioma bajo
peticion. Por favor, pdngase en
contacto con Tammy Thomas
al tthomas@silercity.org 0 919-
726-8625 0 en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento
para esta solicitud.

F2,F9,2tc



A12 | Chatham News + Record | FEBRUARY 2 - 8, 2023
(919) 663-2850 Please type “Duke STAR.21A” Wilma McLaurin Perry, Exec- decedent are asked to make 2022, are notified to present
F2,F9,F16,F23,4tc in the subject line. utor of immediate payment. them to Meriel S. Parker,
All comments received prior The Estate of Lizzie Valerie This the 2nd of February, 2023.  Executor of the Estate of H.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS to this date will be considered  McLaurin, Shara Lee, Executor of the Wallace Parker, in ¢/o Michael
NORTH CAROLINA in the final determinations Lizzie W. McLaurin, Estate of Ellen Sue Tolin, S. Munson, Attorney for the
CHATHAM COUNTY regarding the Air Quality Lizzie Womble McLaurin Paul A. Yokabitus, Attorney Estate, at Munson Law Firm,

FILE NO: 23 E 56
All persons having claims
against LEON DAVIS LEE, SR.,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
the 4th day of May, 2023, or
this notice will be pleaded in
bar of recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make
immediate payment.
This the 2nd day of February,
2023.
Cledia Lee Holland, Executrix
181 Lee’s Point
Moncure, NC 27559
F2,F9,F16,F23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utor of the Estate of CHAR-
LOTTE RICHARDS HALL late of
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of
said deceased to present them
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 4th day of May, 2023,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.
This the 26th day of January,
2023.

William Valmer Hall,
Executor of

The Estate of Char-
lotte Richards Hall

2525 Harleston
Green Drive

Florence, South
Carolina 29505
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER
& LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 629
SILER CITY, NORTH CAROLINA
27344

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT TO
ISSUE AN AIR QUALITY PERMIT
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL QUALITY

DIVISION OF AIR QUALITY
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA
The North Carolina Division of
Air Quality (DAQ) hereby gives
notice of its intent to issue an
Air Quality Permit to: Duke
Energy Progress, LLC - Cape
Fear STAR Facility, 500 C P and
L Road, Moncure, NC 27559,
Chatham County, Application
ID: 1900134.21A, Permit No.:
10583702

This facility applied for an Air
Quality Title V Operation Per-
mit which meets the require-
ments specified in 15A, North
Carolina Administrative Code
02Q .0500.

Persons wishing to submit
written comments or request
a public hearing regarding the
Air Quality Title V Operation
Permit are invited to do so.
Requests for a public hearing
must be in writing and include
a statement supporting the
need for such a hearing, an in-
dication of your interest in the
facility, and a brief summary
of the information intended

to be offered at such hearing.
The Public comment period
begins on February 2, 2023 and
will run through March 4, 2023.
Written comments or requests
for a public hearing should

be postmarked no later than
March 4, 2023 and addressed
to Betty Gatano, Division of
Air Quality, 1641 Mail Service
Center, Raleigh, North Carolina
27699-1641.

Written comments may also
be submitted during the public
comment period via email at
the following address: dag.
publiccomments@ncdenr.gov

Permit. A public hearing may
be held if the Director of the
DAQ determines that signifi-
cant public interest exists or
that the public interest will be
served.
Interested persons may
obtain additional information,
including copies of the permit,
application, all other relevant
supporting materials, and all
other materials available to
DAQ that are relevant to the
permit decision by writing to
the above address or calling
Betty Gatano at 919-707-8736.
Interested persons are encour-
aged to review these materials
during normal business hours
at either of the following loca-
tions: NCDEQ, Division of Air
Quality, 217 West Jones Street,
Suite 4000, Raleigh, NC 27603.
-or- Raleigh Regional Office,
3800 Barrett Drive, Raleigh, NC
27609.
Mark J. Cuilla, EIT, CPM, Chief,
Permitting Section
Division of Air Quality, NCDEQ
F2,1tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utor of the Estate of LIZZIE
VALERIE MCLAURIN, LIZZIE W.
MCLAURIN, LIZZIE WOMBLE
MCLAURIN, late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, this is
to notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the
undersigned on or before the
4th day of May, 2023, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.

This the 26th day of January,
2023.

806 Woodland Drive
Siler City, North
Carolina 27344
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER
& LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 629
SILER CITY, NORTH CAROLINA
27344
(919) 663-2850
F2,F9,F16,F23,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

FILE NO: 23 E 590

All persons having claims

against SYLVIA B. BUTLER,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 4th day of May, 2023, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 2nd day of February,

2023.

Laura Partin, Administrator

175 Holly Run

Pittsboro, NC 27312
F2,F9,F16,F23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against ELLEN SUE TOLIN,
deceased, of Chatham County,
N.C., are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before May 2, 2023, or
this notice will be pleaded in
bar of recovery. Debtors of the

1033 Wade Avenue, Suite 104
Raleigh, NC 27605
F2,F9,F16,F23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims
against KARL KUO-LIANG
CHANG, also known as
KARL L. CHANG, of Chatham
County, North Carolina, who
died on December 20, 2022,
are notified to present them
to Cynthia Chang Donovan,
Executor of the Estate of
Karl L. Chang, in ¢/o0 Michael
S. Munson, Attorney for the
Estate, at Munson Law Firm,
PLLC, P.O. Box 4312 Chapel
Hill, North Carolina 27515, on
or before May 10, 2023. Failure
to present a claim in a timely
fashion will result in this
Notice being pleaded in bar or
recovery against the estate,
the Executor, and the devisees
of Karl L. Chang. Those indebt-
ed to the deceased are asked
to make prompt payment to
the Estate.
Michael S. Munson
Munson Law Firm PLLC
P.O. Box 4312
Chapel Hill, NC 27515
F2,F29,F16,F23,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

All persons having claims
against HENRY WALLACE
PARKER, also known as H.
WALLACE PARKER, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina,
who died on December 9,

PLLC, P.O. Box 4312, Chapel

Hill, North Carolina 27515, on

or before May 10, 2023. Failure

to present a claim in a timely

fashion will result in this

Notice being pleaded in bar or

recovery against the estate,

the Executor, and the devisees

of H. Wallace Parker. Those

indebted to the deceased are

asked to make prompt pay-

ment to the Estate.

Michael S. Munson

Munson Law Firm PLLC

P.O. Box 4312

Chapel Hill, NC 27515
F2,F29,F16,F23,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims
against MARY SMITHIES
CASON, of Chatham County,
North Carolina, who died on
November 3, 2022, are notified
to present them to James
Walter Cason, Executor of the
Estate of Mary Smithies Cason,
in ¢/o Michael S. Munson, At-
torney for the Estate, at Mun-
son Law Firm, PLLC, P.O. Box
4312, Chapel Hill, North Caroli-
na 27515, on or before May 10,
2023. Failure to present a claim
in a timely fashion will result
in this Notice being pleaded
in bar or recovery against the
estate, the Executor, and the
devisees of Mary Smithies
Cason. Those indebted to the
deceased are asked to make
prompt payment to the Estate.
Michael S. Munson
Munson Law Firm PLLC
P.O. Box 4312
Chapel Hill, NC 27515
F2,F29,F16,F23,4tc

Big Night In for the Arts
2023 set for March

RALEIGH — On March 9,
local arts agencies from Wake,
Durham, Chatham and Orange
counties will once again partner
with WRAL to present Big Night
In for the Arts, a regional fund-
raising initiative with a super-
star lineup, including locally and
nationally known artists with
ties to the Triangle.

Born from the pandemic, this
event was a way to stay con-
nected, while staying apart, and
raise much-needed funds for the
arts in the Triangle, who were
among the hardest hit by social
distancing measures. Over the
last two years, Big Night In has
raised more than $615,000 to
ensure that arts and culture will
continue to thrive and remain a
part of what makes our region a
unique place to live.

Now that our communities are
able to enjoy the arts in person,
Big Night In for the Arts 2023
will include a Triangle-wide
watch party in addition to the
WRAL broadcast. Big Night
In sponsors at all levels will be
invited to the in-person watch
party to celebrate the arts in our
region with live performances,
drinks, food and more at The
Mayton in Downtown Cary,
North Carolina. Everyone is
invited to tune in to WRAL
to watch the show at 7 pm on
March 9.

“WRAL is incredibly proud to
partner with the Big Night In for
the Arts teams for the third year.
We know our arts community
has been profoundly impacted
by the pandemic in recent years
and we are thrilled to share the
message that arts performances
are back in person and ready for
our viewers,” Joel Davis, vice

Prepare for

president and general manager
of WRAL-TV & FOX 50, said.
“We know that support of local
arts is critical to our community,
to our neighborhoods and to our
schools.”

“We are thrilled to once again
be a part of this region-wide
effort,” Cheryl Chamblee of
Chatham Arts Council said. “Big
Night In’s success over the last
two years has shown just how
committed folks in this area are
to a vibrant arts community.
We’re celebrating 40 years of
nurturing creative thinkers here
in Chatham, so it is such a joy to
partner with other like-minded
organizations in the region, to
make sure the arts are not only
supported, but thriving in our
communities.”

Tune in to WRAL on March
9, 2023, at 7 p.m. and show your
support of the arts! For more
information visit https://big-
nightin.org/

Conference to offer
continuing education
landscape, green
industry pros

PITTSBORO — The annual
Chatham Landscape and Green
Industry Conference will return
to an in-person format for 2023,
to be held from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on Feb. 21 at the Chatham Coun-
ty Agriculture and Conference
Center in Pittsboro.

Facilitated by the N.C. Coop-
erative Extension - Chatham
County Center, the conference
targets landscapers, landscape
contractors, arborists, home-
owners and gardeners interested
in the latest recommendations
from N.C. State Extension and
other subject matter experts.

Topics include underutilized

NEWS BRIEFS

native plant species, tree selec-
tion in the context of climate
change, pruning techniques and
methods, root-rot resistance
annuals and perennials, busi-
ness succession planning, and
responsibilities as a pesticide
applicator. N.C. Landscape Con-
tractor, NCDA Pesticide Appli-
cator, and International Society
of Arboriculture (ISA) Arborist
Continuing Education Units
(CEUs) will be offered.

There is a $20 fee which
includes a Iunch catered by
Angelina’s Kitchen. For more
information, including a com-
plete schedule and registration,
individuals may visit https://
go.ncsu.edu/chatham-landscape.

VinFast slashes EV
prices, following
Tesla’s lead

After Tesla cut prices by as
much as 20%, VinFast knew it
had to respond to keep up in
the burgeoning electric vehicle
market.

“As anew brand entering
the market, when other brands
reduce their prices we have
to come up with promotions
to ensure VinFast’s competi-
tiveness,” a spokesperson told
Axios Raleigh in a statement.

VinFast’s first models,
the VF 8 and VF 9, have U.S.
starting prices of $59,000 and
$83,000, respectively. Mean-
while, Tesla’s basic Model Y is
now $52,990, down from $65,990.
Furthering VinFast’s troubles,
the cars VinFast imports to the
U.S. from Vietnam don’t qualify
for a $7,500 U.S. federal EV tax
credit. Tesla cars do qualify.

The Vietnamese EV com-
pany is building a more than
1,700-acre plant in Chatham

County that promises to
employ 7,500 people and invest
more than $4 billion. North
Carolina has put a big bet in
the success of the company,
offering them more than $1 bil-
lion in tax incentives, provided
they hit job creation goals.

None of that will happen,
however, if there’s no demand
for VinFast’s cars.

In December, the first 999
vehicles shipped from Vietnam
to the Bay Area in California.
Many early reservation hold-
ers were disappointed, judging
by discussions on VinFast’s
official community website and
other forums.

Chatham Artists Guild
Partners with Smelt Art
Gallery

PITTSBORO — Chatham Art-
ists Guild is thrilled to join Smelt
Art Gallery in the presentation
of work by talented Guild artists.
The first in the series of 3D
and 2D exhibits will open with
a reception from 1 to 3 p.m. on
Sunday, Feb. 5.

“Love is in the Air! — Jewel-
ry for Your Special Someone”
showcases the distinctive work
of three artists. “Landscapes,
Real & Imagined — Paintings
and Drawings for Your Special
Spaces” displays the visions of
fourteen artists.

Reception goers will enjoy an
Open Mic music session hosted
by Michael Brennan from 2 to
6 p.m. The exhibits are on view
from Feb. 2 to March 28.

The exhibits will be the first of
several that the Chatham Artists
Guild will hold at the Smelt Art
Gallery over the course of 2023.

Smelt Art Gallery is a non-tra-
ditional art gallery that provides

exhibition and event space for
multicultural, multi-discipline
art exhibitions and events.

Each Guild exhibit will run
for two months and will host an
opening reception on the first
Sunday of the opening month.
Exhibits will have a select mix
of art forms, including paint-
ings, photographs, pottery,
ceramics, woodwork, sculpture,
mixed media, glass and fiber,
and will feature a variety of
themes.

CCL to host PlayMakers
Mobile’s ‘The Tempest’

PITTSBORO — Chatham
Community Library will host
PlayMakers Mobile’s production
of Shakespeare’s “The Tempest”
on Thursday, Feb. 23, in the
Holmes Family Meeting Room in
Chatham Community Library.
This program is free and open to
the public.

Utilizing music, puppets,
clowning, fabric and only six ac-
tors, the PlayMakers Mobile unit
will bring “The Tempest” to life
in an intimate and imaginative
way on a tiny square of space,
reminding people that “we are
such stuff as dreams are made
on.”

As the premiere profession-
al theatre company of North
Carolina, PlayMakers Repertory
Company strives to produce
entertaining, relevant, and cou-
rageous work that tells stories
from and for a multiplicity of
perspectives and creates trans-
formational impact in commu-
nities.

Residents may visit the librar-
ies’ website www.chathamlibrar-
ies.org, or contact the library at
919-545-8084 for more informa-
tion on this and other events and
programs.

GENERAC
—EE

power outages
with a Generac
home standby

generator

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*

A $695 Value!

Dental Insurance

GENERAC L

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

6154-0120

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. It can help cover the services you're most

likely to use -
Cleanings  X-rays Fillings Crowns Dentures

4 Preventive care starts right away

+

Helps cover over 350 services

4 Go to any dentist you want - but
save more with one in our network

4 No deductible, no annual maximum

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Coall now +o get Hhis FREE
|A‘Formo\+ion Kl'“

dental50plus.com/chatham

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider.
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete
details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150
(GA: P150GA; NY: PIS0ONY; OK: P1500K; TN: PISOTN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

Here's the information
you requested on Dental insurance

e

Physicians Mutual

Insurance for all of us.”
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Northwood junior Powell, county’s most
recent 1,000-point scorer, continues rise

points, 7.0 rebounds and 4.1 assists per game this season.

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

PITTSBORO — One of the
best basketball players in Cha-
tham County, and one of the
hottest prospects in the Class
of 2024, Northwood junior
Drake Powell passed a major
personal milestone last week.

Playing in front of a raucous
home crowd last Tuesday,
Powell scored a game-high 24
points, passing 1,000 for his ca-
reer and leading the Chargers’
boys basketball team to a 70-17
win over conference opponent
Cedar Ridge.

In 65 career games at North-
wood, the junior guard has
1,026 career points, an average
of 15.8 per game.

“Going into the game, my
coach told me I needed 23
points to surpass 1,000,” Pow-
ell said. “I really wasn’t too
worried about it. I just wanted
to play my game, rebound,
pass, score, play defense, do
everything I normally do and
let it come naturally. I didn’t
want to go out there gunning
for it, really. But when it hap-
pened, and I scored the point
leading to 1,000, it was a great
moment. All my teammates

.
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Staff photo by Simon Barbre  congratulated me and the fans
Northwood junior Drake Powell (32) is averaging 18.9

See POWELL, page B4

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood junior Drake Powell (32) scored his 1,000th

career point in a win over Cedar Ridge last Tuesday.

WRESTLING

Seaforth freshman Rosenmarkle
turning heads as one of top girls in state

BY DAN E. WAY
News + Record Correspondent

PITTSBORO — Keira Rosenmarkle
laughs and blushes a bit when asked
whether she’s a trendsetter for girls
wrestling in North Carolina.

A blonde bulldog at center circle,
the Seaforth freshman is decided-
ly more timid discussing her mat
prowess. After a pause to reflect, she
humbly admits that her success has
made some waves in the wrestling
world.

“I guess at the beginning of the
season I was winning most of my
matches against the guys and you
don’t normally see that around
here,” Rosenmarkle said.

Her victory against cross-county
rival Northwood put a punctuation
mark on her wrestling resume. As
her opponent stood up, Rosenmarkle
followed. Staying close, she tightened
a body lock from behind, lowered her
level and dropped straight back-
wards, her foe helplessly being tossed
head over heels into the air and onto
his back for the pin. It was the sort
of acrobatic, crowd-thrilling throw
one might expect from a seasoned
freestyle or Greco-Roman grappler.

“That’s how people started to find
out about me, through that match,”
she said.

In addition to her varsity role with
Seaforth, Rosenmarkle has been a

‘M
H

Courtesy of Seaforth Athletics

Seaforth freshman Keria Rosenmarkle (top) won the gold medal in the
145-pound division at the NCHSAA mideast regionals last Thursday.

pinning machine on the girls tour-
nament trail this year. Indeed, it’s

a rare opponent that can go the dis-
tance with her. So far this season, she
has seized the gold at the Jolly Roger
Girls Invitational, the Wakefield Girls
Winter Rumble, the Elite Resolution
for 15 and Under Girls and the Elite

Resolution for High School Girls, the
Tiger Holiday Classic and the Red
Wolf Girls Invitational.

“My season has been pretty suc-
cessful,” she said in a classic case of
understatement.

See FRESHMAN, page B2

BOYS BASKETBALL

Chatham Central
upsets Seaforth

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

Fighting to stay alive for the
Mid-Carolina Conference regular
season title, the Chatham Central
boys basketball team pulled off one
of the upsets of the season Friday
night by defeating Seaforth, 74-68.

The Bears were led by a ca-
reer-high 33 points from senior
Brandon Toomer, who knocked down
12-0f-19 shots, including seven-of-13
three-pointers. Joining Toomer
with at least 10 points were junior
Wesley Clewis (21) and sophomore

Reid Albright (10). The win improved
Central to 11-6 overall and 5-3 in
league play.

“It felt great,” said Bears head
coach Robert Burke. “The guys came
out and had a really strong offensive
night. And the difference, I thought,
was that we played a lot better
defense than the last time we played
them.”

In their first matchup with the
Hawks (13-6, 8-1 MCC) on Jan. 3, the
Bears lost 69-56. Burke admitted his
team put too much of an emphasis

See CENTRAL, page B4

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Central senior Brandon
Toomer (4) scored a career-high
33 points Friday night in a 74-68
win over Seaforth.

Ossat’s
error offers
a lesson in

empathy

The aftermath of Sun-
day’s AFC Championship
game between the Kansas
City Chiefs and Cincinnati
Bengals offered a clear
glimpse into what it means

to be both a good and a bad
teammate.
JEREMY The game — which ended
VERNON in favor of the Chiefs, 23-20

— was a welcome competi-
tive contest after Philadel-
phia blew out San Francisco, 31-7, in the NFC
Championship earlier in the day. But it was
mired by a costly late mistake by Bengals’
defensive end Joseph Ossai, who was called
for a late hit on Kansas City quarterback Pat-
rick Mahomes with less than 10 seconds left,
setting up the Harrison Butker’s game-win-
ning field goal.

Ossai was visibly upset right after the play,
and it truly hurt watching him cry at the
end of the bench as Kansas City lined up for
the kick that sent his team home. You could
plainly see Ossai understood the gravity of
his mistake, and the emotions of Cincinnati
being so close to making a second Super
Bowl undoubtedly weighed heavy in those
moments.

In the immediate aftermath of the game,
as the Bengals returned to their locker room,
Cincinnati linebacker Germaine Pratt shout-
ed out to no one in particular as cameras
rolled.

“Why would you touch the f---ing quarter-
back?,” Pratt yelled, obviously referencing
Ossai’s penalty.

Pratt eventually apologized for his remarks
Monday morning, but deserves every bit of
criticism thrown his way in the first place.
Good teammates are supposed to build each
other up and empathize when they make mis-
takes. Instead, Pratt decided to light up Ossai,
knowing a camera would likely pick up what
he said.

Luckily, a few minutes later, Cincinnati
defensive lineman B.J. Hill stepped to the
plate and showed Pratt and the rest of the
NFL what it means to stand by one of your
brothers. As media swarmed around Ossai,
trying to get his comments on the penalty
that led to the game-winning kick, Hill stood
right beside him, daring any reporter to ask
an unfair question or place blame on Ossai
for the team’s season ending.

I would encourage any local athletes
reading this to act as a Hill, and not a Pratt. If
your teammate makes a mistake, be the first

Sports Editor

See EMPATHY, page B4



B2 | Chatham News + Record | FEBRUARY 2 - 8, 2023
SCORES AND SCHEDULES
SCORES River Mill 67, Woods Charter 33 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24

Girls basketball

Northwood 58, Cedar Ridge 34

Seaforth 43, Bartlett Yancey 27

Cummings 45, Jordan-Matthews 32

Chatham Charter 61, River Mill 16

Woods Charter 42, Southern Lake Academy 31

Boys basketball
Northwood 70, Cedar Ridge 17
Seaforth 54, Bartlett Yancey 51 (OT)
Cummings 85, Jordan-Matthews 57
Chatham Charter 78, River Mill 34
Southern Lake Academy 42, Woods Charter 41

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25

Swimming

Northwood boys finish third, girls finish fourth at

Central 3A Conference Championships

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26

Girls basketball

Chatham Charter 61, Clover Garden 36

Boys basketball

Chatham Charter 84, Clover Garden 24

Northwood 82, Person 63
Chatham Central 74, Seaforth 68

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28

Wrestling

Seaforth wins first round of 2A dual team state
playoffs over Ayden-Grifton, 54-24. Seaforth lost in
the second round to Manteo, 36-34.

SCHEDULES

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31

Indoor track

Northwood, Seaforth at Eastern Alamance Polar
Bear (4 p.m.)

Girls basketball

Northwood at Burlington School (6 p.m.)

Seaforth vs. Jordan-Matthews (6 p.m.)

Chatham Central at Cummings (6 p.m.)

Chatham Charter vs. Southern Wake Academy (6
p.m.)

Woods Charter at Triangle Math & Science (6
p.m.)

Boys basketball

Seaforth vs. Jordan-Matthews (7:30 p.m.)

Chatham Central at Cummings (7:30 p.m.)

Chatham Charter vs. Southern Wake Academy
(7:30 p.m.)

Girls basketball

Northwood vs. Orange (5:30 p.m.)

Seaforth vs. North Moore (6 p.m.)

Jordan-Matthews vs. Chatham Central (6:30 p.m.)

Chatham Charter vs. Triangle Math & Science (6
p.m.)

Boys basketball
Northwood vs. Orange (7 p.m.)
Seaforth vs. North Moore (7:30 p.m.)
Jordan-Matthews vs. Chatham Central (8 p.m.)
Chatham Charter vs. Triangle Math & Science
(7:30 p.m.)
Wrestling

Girls wrestling state championships in Greens-
boro (All day)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

Wrestling

Girls wrestling state championships in Greens-
boro (All day)

Northwood in first round of 3A dual team tourna-
ment (9 a.m.)

Swimming

Seaforth at 1A/2A mideast regional champion-
ships at Greensboro Aquatic Center (1:30 p.m.)

Swimming

Woods Charter at Triangle Math & Science (7:30

p.m.)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1

Seaforth wins both boys and girls Mid-Carolina

1A/2A Championships

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27

Girls basketball

Northwood 70, Person 9

Swimming

Northwood boys finish third, girls finish fourth at

Central 3A Conference Championships

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Seaforth 30, Chatham Central 28

Boys basketball

Girls basketball

Seaforth vs. Chapel Hill (6 p.m.)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Girls basketball

Northwood at Eastern Alamance (6 p.m.)
Chatham Central vs. Bartlett Yancey (6 p.m.)

Boys basketball

Woods Charter vs. Chatham Charter (6 p.m.)

Northwood at Eastern Alamance (7:30 p.m.)
Chatham Central vs. Bartlett Yancey (7:30 p.m.)
Woods Charter vs. Chatham Charter (7:30 p.m.)

WRESTLING

Missed opportunities haunt Seaforth in 2nd
round of dual team state playoffs

BY DAN E. WAY
News + Record
Correspondent

PITTSBORO — The Seaforth
wrestling team had glory on
their minds, but lead in its
shoulders. After advancing to
the second round of the N.C.
High School Athletic Associ-
ation team dual state tourna-
ment for the first time in the
school’s short history Saturday
afternoon, the Hawks lost a
36-34 heart-breaker to Manteo
which bounced them from
their chase for the crown.

Wrestling on their home
mats, the No. 4 seed Hawks
dominated Pitt County’s
Ayden-Grifton, 54-25, in the
first round, while Dare Coun-
ty’s No. 6 Manteo crushed
Pasquotank County foe North-
eastern, 70-9, in the first round
to set up the second round
match.

Although Seaforth and Man-

Staff photo by Nikki Witt

Seaforth’s Judge Lloyd (left) defeated Manteo’s Dylan
Polatty, 11-7, in the second round of the 2A dual team state

tournament on Saturday.

teo each won seven individual
bouts, five of the Hawks’ upper
weight wrestlers were unable
to stay off their backs, hand-
ing their opponents 30 bonus
points that determined the
outcome. Seaforth collected
only four wins by fall for 24

bonus points.

“We’re a championship-cali-
ber team and we just can’t stay
off our back,” said a dejected
Seaforth coach Ryan Arm-
strong. “We’ve been fighting
with the boys all year: If we
don’t get pinned, we win. If we

get them in that third period

we win. ... There’s no reason
we’re not going into the third
round.”

In a team showdown replete
with “what-ifs,” Alex Hinch-
man at 170 and Palmer Moad
at 285 were both controlling
their bouts, but both ended up
decked. Had they won, there
would have been at least an
18-point shift in the scoring,
giving the Hawks an easy
victory.

The outcome also could have
been different if 145-pound
standout freshman Keira
Rosenmarkle had been in the
lineup. Armstrong held her
out of competition after she
had a bruising women’s re-
gional tournament where she
captured gold Thursday. He
wanted to make sure she was
healthy and focused for this
weekend’s state tournament,
and substituted Caden Brewer
in the lineup.

“It probably would have
made a difference with her in
the lineup today,” Armstrong
said. “Caden wrestled very
hard, but came up just short.”

The Hawks also juggled
their lower weights, which
might have cost them points.
Armstrong put backup Jordan
Miller in at 106, moved Gabe
Rogers up to 113, Josh Miller
to 120, and Layne Armstrong
to 126.

If Miller had been able to pin
his opponent, Seaforth would
have walked out of Saturday’s
second round with the victory.
Instead, he won by major de-
cision against Thalia Aguirre
Gomez, who qualified for the
women’s state tournament
with a bronze at Thursday’s
East Regional Tournament.

“I think we underestimated
her,” Armstrong said. “We
probably could have made a

See WRESTLING, page B5

FRESHMAN

Continued from page B1

Her favorite move?

“Definitely a hip toss,”
she said.

Last Thursday, Jan.
26, Rosenmarkle added
to her impressive cre-
dentials by winning gold
at the Mideast Regional
Tournament, qualifying
her for the NCHSAA’s
third annual girls wres-
tling invitational state
tournament.

“She had two pins and
a very decisive finals
match with a girl that
kind of used her head to
talk, gave her two black
eyes, but the (9-5) score
looks closer than what
the match was,” said Sea-
forth coach Ryan Arm-
strong. “That girl placed
second at state last year,
so we have high hopes for
Keira.”

“That girl” is Sumaiya
Aamoud of Jack Britt,

this year’s No. 1 seed and
champion at the United 8
Conference tournament
who was runner-up at the
2022 NCHSAA Invitation-
al at 145. It was the sec-
ond victory Rosenmarkle
claimed over Aamoud
this season, along with
an 8-3 victory at the Tiger
Holiday Classic.

Armstrong held Rosen-
markle out of the state
team duals over the past
weekend to allow her to
recover from her bruis-
ing regional tournament
and to stay mentally
sharp for her state tour-
nament. But she found a
way to stay involved. She
worked a scoring table
while sporting a pair of
shiners.

The two-day state
tournament will be
split between prelim-
inary matches at the
RISE Sports Complex in
Bermuda Run in Davie
County on Friday, with
the final rounds taking

place at the Greensboro
Coliseum on Saturday.
“We're excited to watch
her wrestle this week-
end,” Armstrong said.
“The work she’s putting
in in the room, I'm not go-
ing to jinx her, but I think
her chances are good.”
“Hopefully I’ll place
at girls state,” Rosen-
markle said. “I need to
work on my mindset — a
lot, definitely — before
my matches. That’s the
main thing. As far as my
technique goes, I need to
be more aggressive.”
She does not believe
she is at a disadvan-
tage wrestling against
the boys in terms of
upper-body power, but
concedes more strength
would be beneficial. She
is not afraid of stepping
onto the mat with a boy,
but is looking forward
to next season when the
NCHSAA will have sanc-
tioned girls teams.
Seaforth started this

season with eight girls Armstrong is happy said. “She’s undefeated in
wrestlers, but the num- she landed at Seaforth. girls wrestling this year.
bers have fallen off as “She’s going to be We’ve got high hopes for
the season progressed. something. This young her. We're going to see

Armstrong expects to put

lady is beating boys at

her on the podium at

a good squad together next her weight, if not above states for the girls this
year and get a girls coach.  her weight,” Armstrong  year.”
Rosenmarkle said she
has been welcomed into
the Seaforth wrestling P VR
family. W P AR \ o
“I'love being on the ' Ammal ¥

team. I definitely feel a
part of it,” she said. “It’s
like I’'m one of the guys.
They don’t treat me any
differently.”

Rosenmarkle doesn’t
come from a wrestling
family. But her father
owns a jiu-jitsu dojo in
Wisconsin where she
used to hang around.

“One of the coaches
there, when I was 9, said
you ought to get into
wrestling. So I tried it
and I’ve been doing it for
about five years now,”
said Rosenmarkle, who
moved to North Carolina
in 2020.

A )
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Low Cost Spay / Neuter - Only $20

Qualified applicants may purchase vouchers to use at
participating pet clinics. Submit applications to:

Sheriff’s Office Animal Resource Center

725 Renaissance Drive, Pittsboro, NC 27312
Phone: 919-542-7203 K3 facebook.com/chathamsoar

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11am-5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm, Closed Sun.

For a printable application, visit:
www.chathamsheriff.com
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

Seaforth on fire as season draws to close;

Chargers, Knights not far behind

BY JEREMY VERNON season, the girls basket- mark into its matchup

News + Record Sports  ball team with the best with Jordan-Matthews on
Editor record in Chatham Coun- Tuesday, which occurred
ty is Seaforth, which after press time.
With only a handful of  carried a 16-2 overall re- Competing as a varsity

games left in the regular  cord and a 9-0 conference squad for the second

Council on Aging
Weekly Activities Calendar

Monday, February 6
Eastern Chatham Senior Center
8 a.m. - Body Conditioning w/Jackie (Full)
9 a.m. - Chair Yoga w/Liz (at Chatham Grove Community Center and on Zoom)
10 a.m. - Geri-Fit Part 2 w/ Jackie (Full)
11 a.m. - Bingocize
2 p.m. - Table Tennis

Western Chatham Senior Center
* 9a.m. - Strong & Fit w/Olivia
= 10 a.m. - Cornhole; UNC Mobile Health Clinic
¢ 2p.m.-Strength & Tone
Tuesday, February 7

Eastern Chatham Senior Center
8:15 a.m. - Body Conditioning w/Jackie (Full)
9a.m. - 3G's Men's Group
10 a.m. - Woodcarvers
10:30 a.m. - Black History Month Celebration
1p.m. - Rummikub

Western Chatham Senior Center
9:45 a.m. - Chair Exercises w/Olivia for Beginners (in-person and Zoom)
10:30 a.m. - Ping Pong
11:30 a.m. - Eat at Everything Under The Bun & Movie, Asheboro
1 p.m. - Rook/Phase 10/Rummikub; Book Club; "Bring Your Own Project" Gathering
2 p.m. - Fitness Room Orientation w/Olivia

Wednesday, February 8
Eastern Chatham Senior Center

* 10a.m.- Chair Yoga w/Liz (in-person and Zoom)
* 11 a.m. - Bincocize (Full)
e 1p.m.-Open Art Studio
* 2p.m. - Team Activities w/Alan

Western Chatham Senior Center
9 a.m. - Strong & Fit w/Olivia
10 a.m. - Bible Study
10:30 a.m. - Advocacy for Seniors - David Marty, Senior Tar Heel Legislature
2 p.m. - Crafting w/Kathryn (Valentine Bunting)
3 p.m. - Beginning Quilting

Thursday, February 9
Eastern Chatham Senior Center
8:15 a.m. - Body Conditioning w/Jackie (Full)
9:30 a.m. - Blood Pressure Screening
10 a.m. - Crafts & Chat; Chair Volleyball
11 a.m. - Diabetes Discussion Group - Physical Activity
1p.m. - Games/Cards
1:30 p.m. - Line Dancing
3 p.m. - Gentle Yoga w/Liz

Western Chatham Senior Center
* 9:30 a.m. - Men's Coffee & Conversations
* 10 a.m. - Music Jam Session
* 2 p.m.-TaiChi; Valentine Tea

For more information
on these and other
programs, call our
centers Monday-

Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friday, February 10
Eastern Chatham Senior Center
8:15 a.m. - Body Conditioning w/Jackie (Full)
10 a.m. - Geri-Fit Part 2 w/Jackie (Full)
11:15 a.m. - Stories w/Neriah; Cornhole & Shuffleboard
1p.m. - Card GamestEuchre
1:30 - Zumba Gold Intro
3 p.m. - Jukebox Live! (Grateful Hearts)
Western Chatham Senior Center
9 a.m. - Strong & Fit w/Olivia
9:30 a.m. - Blood Pressure Checks
10a.m.- &egmggtﬂiﬂg
10:30 a.m. tories w/Neriah

Eastern Chatham
Senior Center
919-542-4512

Western Chatham
Senior Center
919-742-3975

Visit our website at
www.chathamcoa.org

AT YOUR

C: 919-362-6999

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

D & GPIL.UMLSUJ\J@

@ Plumbing Problems? @D
Commercial and Residential Installation and Service
Located in Siler City

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy
Licensed and Insured

Office: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments

“We Specialize in All Your Painting &
Power Washing Needs”

Carpentry ¢ Door Install » Other Small Repairs
John Hayes, Jr - 919-548-0474

season, the Hawks have
far surpassed expecta-
tions under head coach
Charles Byrd. Last sea-
son, Seaforth also had a
solid showing, going 19-8
overall and winning the
Mid-Carolina Conference
with a 12-0 league record.
This year’s Hawks will
be able to clinch their
second straight regular
season conference title
with a win against North
Moore at home on Friday
at6 p.m.

Seaforth’s top scorer
this season has been
sophomore Gabby White,
who is currently leads
the team in points (15.5),
rebounds (9.5), assists
(3.1) and steals (3.8) per
game. Also averaging
double-digit points is
fellow sophomore Peyton
Collins (12.1), while
junior Hannah Ajayi
and freshman Katherine
Leonard are both averag-
ing 8.5 points per game.

The Hawks have been
particularly stingy on the
defensive end, allow-
ing their opponents an

v

average of 29.2 points
per game, by far the

best mark in the county.
Across their current
six-game winning streak,
Seaforth has allowed less
than 20 points four times
and less than 30 in all six
games.

The highlight of Sea-
forth’s remaining sched-
ule is its regular-season
finale on Feb. 11 against
Chatham Charter, which
is 15-4 overall and 6-0
in conference play. The
Knights entered Tues-
day’s game against
Southern Wake Academy
on a four-game winning
streak, during which
they’ve outscored their
opponents by an average
of 30.3 points per game.

Chatham Charter has
had the top individual
player in the county this
season in senior Tama-
ya Walden. The 5-foot-7
guard recently passed
1,500 career points, and
in 19 games this sea-
son she is averaging a
county-high 21.4 points
per game to go with 4.9

- ‘ ~nr
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assists and 3.4 steals. One
other Knight — junior
Meah Brooks (13.1) —is
currently averaging at
least 10 points per game.

Led by head coach
Jeff Patterson, Chatham
Charter is just a few wins
away from clinching
the conference regular
season title for the fourth
straight season. Last sea-
son, the Knights made it
into the second round of
the 1A state tournament
before falling to Clover
Garden School. But in
two meetings with CGS
this season, Chatham
Charter is 2-0 with an av-
erage margin of victory
of 16.5 points.

The only other Cha-
tham County girls bas-
ketball team other than
Seaforth and Chatham
Charter with at least 15
wins is Northwood, which
entered Tuesday’s game
against the Burlington
School with a 16-4 record
and a 9-0 mark in Central
3A Conference play.

See SEAFORTH, page B4

E2|
Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Seaforth junior Hannah Ajayi works against two defenders in the Hawks’
30-28 win over Chatham Central last Friday.
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Tommy Dunigan

(919) 775-7408 |-
Cell: (919) 548-3542 |

(919) 837-2822

FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Chatham News +Record Local Service Directory

Mushroom Compost * Shredded Hardwood Mulch
Pine Mini Nuggets * Brick Chips  Sand ¢ Top Soil
Black, Brown & Red Mulch ¢ White Pea Gravel * Railroad Ties'
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek
(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

e We Deliver!
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POWELL

Continued from page B1

had a lot of energy. I enjoyed
it.”

Powell was the fourth
Chatham County basketball
player to pass 1,000 career
points this season, and he
was the third todo soin a
one-week span. On Jan. 18,
Seaforth junior Jarin Ste-
venson hit 1K in the Hawks
53-36 win over North Moore,
and three days later North-
wood senior Te’Keyah Bland
passed the mark in a 69-35
win over New Hanover.

Entering Friday’s game
against Orange, Northwood
has an 18-2 record through
its first 20 games. The Char-
gers’ only losses this season
have come against Cannon
Academy, ranked as the No.
6 team in North Carolina
by MaxPreps, and Camden
(N.J.), ranked No. 11 in the
entire country.

Powell has been part of
successful Northwood teams
before. As a freshman in
2020-21, he averaged 11.4
points per game for the
Charger team which made
it all the way to the 3A
semifinals before falling to
Weddington. And last winter,
Powell upped his scoring av-
erage to 16.4 points per game
while leading Northwood to
the fourth round of the state
tournament.

Winners of their past eight
games, the Chargers look
primed for another deep
postseason run, one Powell
hopes they can finish off on
top this time around.

“This is normally the time
where some may get tired
physically and mentally,”
Powell said. “We just need
to stay locked in and keep
stacking days like we’ve been
doing.”

Regardless of how this
season ends, or the next one,
Powell’s brighter days still
figure to be ahead of him. A
four-star recruit committed
to UNC, the 6-foot-6 guard
is one of the top players in
North Carolina in the Class
of 2024.

Powell recently rose to
No. 35 nationally in ESPN’s
player rankings for the Class
of 2024, a jump that can be
attributed to several differ-
ent factors. The first and
foremost is his lock-down
defense, which has been
on display against some
high-quality competition
this season, including D.d.
Wagner — the No. 1 player
in the Class of 2023 who is
committed to Kentucky.

“T've said it before, and I'll
say it again — Drake is the
best two-way player in the
nation,” Northwood head
coach Matt Brown told the
News + Record earlier this

season. “He takes so much
pride on the defensive end. I
think that’s what makes him
so special.”

The offensive parts of
Powell’s game haven’t been
ignored, though, and he’s
continuing to make strides
both as a shooter and a
distributer. In 20 games, he’s
made 24-0f-71 threes (33.8%).
He’s also been a fixture at
the free-throw line, where
he has made 79.2% of his 106
attempts, more than twice
the next closest player.

Powell’s 4.1 assists per
game are also up from the
3.2 he dished out a game a
year ago. He’s had at least
four assists in each of his
last five games, including a
career-high 11 in a 71-40 win
over Williams on Jan. 20 and
eight in a 82-63 victory over
Person last Friday.

Powell figures to be a key
piece whenever he arrives in
Chapel Hill, along with the
other members of the Tar
Heels’ 2024 recruiting class,
which is ranked No. 1 in the
nation. Powell is one of four
top-50 recruits currently
committed to UNC, along
with Ian Jackson (No. 3),
Elliot Cadeau (No. 13) and
James Brown (No. 48).

“It feels great being the
No. 1 class,” Powell said. “I
think we can have success as
soon as we set foot on cam-
pus. I think we can make an
immediate impact, whatever
that role may be. I think the
whole class has a winning
mentality.”

North Carolina is also af-
ter another Chatham County
junior to pair alongside
Powell and the others — Sea-
forth’s Jarin Stevenson. The
6-foot-10 forward is ranked as
the No. 16 player in the class,
according to ESPN, and he
owns an offer from UNC, as
well as ones from Virginia,
N.C. State, Georgetown and
Missouri, among others.

Joining Powell and Steven-
son — who were teammates
at Northwood as freshmen
back in 2020-21 — would be a
coup for the Tar Heels when
it comes to in-state recruit-
ing. But before then, both
Stevenson and Powell will
play the rest of this season,
and the next, for hundreds of
excited local fans in Pitts-
boro and the surrounding
area.

Those who wish to see
Powell play this season have
a few more opportunities
left in the regular season.
Northwood’s next game is
this Friday at home against
Orange at 7 p.m. The Char-
gers defeated the Panthers,
72-47, back on Dec. 14.

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter
at @jbo_vernon.

CENTRAL

Continued from page B1

on shutting down Seaforth ju-
nior Jarin Stevenson, who still
managed 26 points, 17 rebounds
and five assists, in that game.
This time around, he told his
players that the junior was like-
ly going to “get his” no matter
how they played him, and to
instead focus on shutting down
the Hawks’ other players.

The gameplan worked to
perfection, as Seaforth players
outside of Stevenson — who
scored 39 points on 15-0f-18
shooting to go with 14 rebounds
— combined to shoot just
11-0f-32 (34.4%) from the field.
The Bears also totaled 13 steals
while turning the ball over just
six times themselves.

Outside of Tuesday’s game
against Cummings, which oc-
curred after press time, Central
has three more games left in the
regular season. The Bears al-
ready have a better record this
winter than they did in 2021-22
(9-12), and look more and more
dangerous every day.

Burke, for his part, has plenty
of postseason experience. Prior
to the 2021-22 season, Central
has won at least one playoff
game in each of the previous
four seasons with Burke as
head coach. As far as this year
is concerned, Burke believes
his team is starting to find its
stride.

“I think they’re coming to-
gether,” he said. “For the most
part, we have a young team.

I think they’re finally buying
in, and understanding that we
need to play both offense and
defense ... We're in a good place
right now. We’re getting hot at
the right time.”

A big part of Central’s suc-
cess this season has been the
play of Albright, who leads the
team in points (18.9), rebounds
(9.9), assists (4.6) and steals
(2.5) per game as a sophomore.
A 6-foot-1, 175-pound guard,
Albright is shooting 54.2%
from the field and 36.4% from
3-point range this season. He
started his season with at least
20 points in four of his first five
games, and he recently hit a
season high with 33 points in a
96-93 loss to Eastern Randolph
on Jan. 25.

“He’s probably going to be
one of the best shooters that’s
come out of Central by the
time he leaves here,” Burke
said of Albright. “Last year
as a freshman, I think he just
wasn’t quite in his element, and
he didn’t totally understand
his role, as a lot of young guys
don’t. But he’s the catalyst of
the team this year. I'm glad he’s
a sophomore. I'll have him for
two more years.”

Chatham Charter stays
undefeated

Playing on the road Thursday

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Central sophomore Reid Albright (30) leads the
Bears in points (18.9), rebounds (9.9), assists (4.6) and steals

(2.5) per game this season.

night at Clover Garden, the
Chatham Charter boys basket-
ball tram kept its undefeated re-
cord intact with an 84-24 victory
over the Grizzlies. Ahead of this
Tuesday’s game against South-
ern Wake Academy, which
happened after press time, the
Knights were 24-0 overall and
6-0 in conference play.

Sporting the best record of
any Chatham County team this
winter, Chatham Charter have
been getting it done on both
ends of the floor. The Knights
are averaging 73.8 points per
game — the top mark in the
county — and are shooting
53.5% from the field and 31.4%
from 3-point range. Defensively,
the Knights are allowing their
opponents just 30.2 points per
game this season.

Leading the way statistical-
ly for Chatham Charter this
season has been senior Adam
Harvey, who is averaging a

team-high 17.2 points per game
to go with 3.8 rebounds, 3.2
assists and 3.0 steals. Sopho-
more Brennen Oldham (12.7)
and senior Aamir Mapp (10.5)
are also averaging double-digit
points, while sophomore Beau
Harvey is averaging 8.9 points,
5.1 assists and 4.5 steals per
game.

The Knights hope to once
again play as late into the post-
season as possible. Last winter,
Chatham Charter lost just one
game all season before falling
to Hayesville, 54-43, in the 1A
state championship game. This
year’s Knights are ranked as
the No. 4 team in the 1A East
region by MaxPreps, behind
Bertie, Washington County and
Wilson Prep.

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon
can be reached at jeremy@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.

EMPATHY

Continued from page Bl

to pick them up and let them
know things are going to be
OK. You know you would want
the same said to you if you
made a similar error.

Ossai, for his part, stood
there and answered every
question posed, fighting
through tears the entire time.

I can’t imagine what that must
have been like; knowing that
Ossai is just 22 years old makes
me empathize with him even
more.

Ossai didn’t intend to com-
mit a penalty on the final offen-
sive snap Sunday. He was just
trying to make a play, one he
thought could be the difference
between playing for a title in
Arizona or heading back to the
couch in Cincinnati.

This one dark moment
should not define Ossai’s
season. Playing in his first NFL,
campaign after missing 2021
with an injury, Ossai provided
key depth for Cincinnati along
the defensive line, totaling 17
tackles, 3.5 sacks and two fum-
ble recoveries in 2022.

As he continues his career,
this moment should serve
Ossai well. At the very least,
it has shown him who his true

SEAFORTH

Continued from page B3

The Chargers extend-
ed their win streak to 11
games Friday night with
a 70-9 victory over Person.
Head coach Kerri Snipes’
team has won 16 of its
last 17 games overall after
starting out the year 0-3.

Northwood is getting
contributions from
several players this sea-
son, including seniors
Gianna McManaman
(13.0 points per game)
and Te’Keyah Bland
(12.4) and junior Skylar
Adams (10.7). The Char-
gers currently lead all
Chatham County girls

teams with 58.5 points
per game this season,

which is down slightl

from the 62.5 theygavez'- Il-:la!\évks’ 30-28 win over Chatham Central last
aged last winter en route riday.

to winning the 2022 3A conference opponent. on Jan. 7, 2020.

state championship.
Northwood closes out
the regular season on
Feb. 10 at home against
Western Alamance, a

Staff pho
Seaforth junior Hannah Ajayi takes a shot in the

The Chargers have won
42 straight regular season Sports Editor Jeremy
games against league

opponents since a 48-40
loss to Chapel Hill back

Vernon can be reached at
Jjeremy@chathamnr.com or
on Twitter at @jbo_vernon.
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Chatham Land Team: Rotarians
Lonnie E. West & Julie Boone Cummins

friends on the team are. I hope
he’s able to find a little bit of
peace in that, and understand
that there will be plenty of
more opportunities to make an
impact in big games.

The Bengals are coming off
back-to-back AFC Champi-
onship games, and enter the
offseason with the third-most
cap space of any team behind
Chicago and Atlanta. Cincin-
nati should be a major player

\) Play 4 Karen
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T Y
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in free agency, as it looks to
bolster its roster for another
deep playoff run next fall.

Expect Ossai to be part of
the plan going forward. And I
would count on him to make
the right play when the time
comes.

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at
@jbo_vernon.
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Courtesy of Food Lion

Partners

Food Lion of Siler City is
proud to partner with the
Salvation Army helping
them serve those in need
in the towns and cities the
grocer serves. ‘The need
is great here in Chatham
County and we are happy
to have partners like Chris
Kelley and his Salvation
Army team to help meet
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the needs of our neighbors,’
said Chris Black, manager
of Food Lion #1689 in Siler
City. Black, right, poses with
Chris Kelley, the regional
development officer for the
Salvation Army of N.C.

Watch Out For Tax
Season Scams

It’s that time of year when we do our
taxes — but it’s also the same time that tax
scammers go to work. What scams should
you watch for — and how can you avoid
being victimized?

Sadly, the list of scams is pretty long,
including demands for payment or
requests for “additional information”
pertaining to your tax refund, in which
the sender asks for your Social Security
number and other personal information.
These scam emails can look quite offi-
cial, often incorporating the IRS logo.
You might also receive scam text messages
containing bogus links claiming to be the
IRS website or an online “tool” that can
help process your refund faster.

But keep these points in mind:

* The IRS generally won’t contact you
by phone and won’t contact you by email,
text messages or social media channels to
ask for personal or financial information.
The IRS begins most correspondence to
taxpayers through regular mail delivered
by the U.S. Postal Service.

* The IRS won’t call to demand you
make animmediate payment through a pre-
paid debit card or wire transfer. If you
owe taxes, the IRS generally will mail
you a bill. And the IRS won’t threaten to
bring in the police or another law en-
forcement group to arrest you for not
paying your taxes.

In general, be extremely skeptical
about any type of communication purpor-
ting to be from the IRS that sounds
bullying or over-inquisitive— and certain-
ly don’t give out any personal or financial
information. But these fake messages
aren’t the only tax-season scams out there.
You might even receive a direct deposit
from what appears to be the U.S. Treasury
Department—butifyouweren’texpecting
it, something’s likely not right. This pay-
ment could be a sign that a fraudulent tax

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP® ChFC®, CLU®
630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Penguin Place Pittsboro
Eric C Williams, AAMS®
114 Russet Run Suite 120

919-542-3020

Siler City

Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

Pittsboro

edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®
50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Kevin C Maley, AAMS®
984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Stephen Cornwell, AAMS™
984 Thompson Street, Suite E2
Pittsboro, NC 27312

(919) 444-2961 Office

return was filed in your name, and it might
be followed by a communication from a
supposed IRS agent requesting this over-
payment be sent to them. If this happens
to you, you’ll want to contact the IRS right
away, and you could also ask your bank to
return the deposit to the government.

Other scams don’t claim to originate
directly from the IRS, as scammers pre-
tend to be from real or imaginary tax
organizations. For example, you could get
a message from the Taxpayer Advocate
Service, an independent organization
within the IRS, but this agency won’t
contact you without a legitimate reason.
Or you could receive a message from
the nonexistent “Bureau of Tax Enforce-
ment.” Your best bet is to delete these
messages immediately or send them to
your spam folder.

Not all tax season scams originate from
fraudulent IRS representatives or fake
agencies. You also need to be careful about
whom you hire to prepare your taxes. If
possible, get a recommendation from a
trusted friend or family member. And keep
in mind that a legitimate tax preparer must
have a valid Preparer Tax Identification
Number and must sign your tax return. If
someone doesn’t have this number or is
reluctant to sign your return, it may well be
a sign that this individual is a “ghost pre-
parer” who only wants to pocket your fee.

Tax scammers are, unfortunately, here
to stay — but remaining vigilant can help
you keep them from causing problems for
you in this tax season and all the ones in
the future.

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor:

Edward Jones. Member SIPC.
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WRESTLING

Continued from page B2

different call (on who to
put against her), but it
was the call we made. I
stick with it. T own it.”

MANTEO 36,
SEAFORTH 34

Manteo jumped out to
a 6-0 lead with wins at 145
and 152. Brewer fought
Sam Cage to a 5-5 tie in
the second period, but
then gave up a pair of
3-point near falls and was
outscored, 9-2, down the
stretch to drop a 14-7 deci-
sion. At 152, William Bass
tied Caleb Harris, 3-3, in
the final period, but gave
up the winning escape
with seven seconds left in
the bout.

At 160, Judge Lloyd
upset Manteo’s Dylan
Polatty, 11-7. Polatty
is one of three 40-win
members of the Manteo
team and set the school’s
career takedown record
earlier this year. Lloyd
fought back from a 7-2
second-period deficit,
matching Polatty’s take-
down output with two
of his own. Lloyd also
benefited from a locking
hands penalty point, as
well as two stalling points
against Polatty.

Manteo then rattled off
five straight wins to lead
36-3, starting with Jere-
miah LaCentra decking
Hinchman at 170. Hinch-
man was leading, 6-3, but
got too high on his ride,
reversed and pinned at
3:40. At 182, Seaforth’s

”~

Cole Seder suffered a
30-second fall to John Ri-
ley Perciful, a career 100-
win wrestler, with more
than 40 of those coming
this year, and Manteo’s
all-time pin leader with
35 entering the duals.

At 195, Nick Brewster,
Manteo’s third 40-win
wrestler this year, was
locked in a 6-4 battle
with Seaforth’s Harrison
Compton when he hit a
takedown and half-nelson
for the pin at 5:24. Landon
Spencer clamped Sea-
forth’s Zachary Klingel
in 49 seconds at 220, and
Manteo heavyweight
Erlin Zavala showed
Moad the lights at 5:17
after trailing 5-1 after two
periods.

Seaforth won all the
remaining matches. At
106, Jordan Miller scored
five unanswered points
in the third period with
a double leg takedown
and cradle for the 12-4
major decision over
Gomez. Then, Rogers got
a first period takedown
against Ben Hajtun and
slapped on a half nelson
for a 36-second fall at 113,
while 120-pounder Josh
Miller rocked Hector
Calderon to sleep with a
cradle at 1:21 and Arm-
strong nailed a single leg
against Zach Burgess at
126, slipped in a reverse
half and trapped the
far arm for a fall in 45
seconds.

Chance Cody picked
up a pair of takedowns
and a reversal for a
6-1 win over Jackson
Donahue at 132, and Ben
Johnson racked up four

*
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Staff photo by Nikki Witt

Seaforth heavywight Palmer Moad (top) attempts to pin his opponent in
the first round of the dual team playoffs on Saturday.

takedowns against Tony
Domingo, snaking in a
half nelson for a fall with
just 3 seconds remaining
in the bout.

“Ben was getting
pinned at the beginning
of the year, and he really
turned it on,” Armstrong
said.

SEAFORTH 54,
AYDEN-GRIFTON 25

Starting at 138, John-
son dropped a 3-0 deci-
sion to the Chargers’
Conor Loflin, and Ben
Allen pinned the Hawks’
Caden Brewer at 145 to
jump out to a 9-0 lead.
William Bass got Sea-
forth on the board at 152
despite trailing the entire
bout, as he reversed Saw-
yer Norville, loaded up a
reverse half and decked
his opponent at 5:10.

“I kind of thought I
was gone, but coach was
saying keep going. Keep
fighting. Don’t give up,”
Bass said. “So I just kept
going. I kind of just got
his head and tried to turn
him.”

Lloyd gave the Hawks
their first team lead,

12-9, when he powered
through a double leg
trip for a takedown and
fall with a half nelson
against 160-pounder
Dashawn Folks at 2:44.
Hinchman extended the
lead to 18-9 at 170 when
he crushed Keaton Guth-
rie with a far side cradle
for a fall at 2:42.

Cole Seder won by
forfeit at 182 to push the
Hawks’ lead to 24-9, but at
195 Ayden-Grifton’s Jack
Ewell earned a 16-7 major
decision against Roger
Eubanks. At 220, Comp-
ton widened Seaforth’s
lead to 30-13, picking up
a pair of second-period
near falls before ham-
mering a power half to
flip Nasir Ingram to his
back, switching to a re-
verse half for the fall.

Moad led Josh McCoy
the entire 285-pound
match, but was twice
called for stalling before
getting taken down,

getting turned to his back
and giving up the ghost
with a half-minute re-
maining, as the Chargers
crept to within 30-19.

The Hawks breezed to
a trio of falls and a 48-19
lead in response. Rogers
decked Makayla Wallace
in 31 seconds at 106, Josh
Miller used a balance
check into a half nelson
for a second period fall
at 113 and Armstrong
squeezed a headlock onto
Bailor Peebles to end the
120-pound bout at 5:37.

Cody ended the match
on a high note for the
Hawks at 132. Trailing 8-2
in the final period against
Jemarion Folks, Cody
came standing, Folks
fell backwards, and the
Hawk pounced, lacing up
a double grapevine and
double underhook for the
fall at 5:48.
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From Chatham County
Sheriff’s Office

On Jan. 11, Jeremy Lenel
Palmer, 39, of 915 Taylors
Chapel Road, Sanford, was
arrested by Deputy Mat-
thew Mitchell for possession
of methamphetamine and
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. He was issued a $1,500
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
District Court on Jan. 30.

On Jan. 11, Johnny Tovar
Gomez, 46, of 448 Granite Mill
Blvd, Chapel Hill, was arrested
by Deputy Matthew Mitchell
for embezzlement and identity
theft. He was issued a $10,000
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Durham County
District Court on Jan. 25.

On Jan. 13, Roy Travis
McLean, 43, of 3314 Kendale
Drive, Sanford, was arrested
by Deputy Matthew Mitchell
for involuntary manslaugh-
ter. He was issued a $5,000
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
District Court on Jan. 30.

On Jan. 13, Tony Eugene
Lee, 56, of 5202 Old Greensboro
Road, Chapel Hill, was arrest-
ed by Deputy Rami Amer for
failure to appear regarding
driving while license revoked.
He was issued a $300 cash bond
and is scheduled to appear
in Chatham County District
Court on Feb. 7.

On Jan. 13, Ryan Alezander
Seymour, 30, of 1115 Mt. Gilead
Church Road, Pittsboro, was
arrested by Deputy Chafa Wes
for misdemeanor larceny. He
was issued a written promise
to appear in Wake County

Chatham News + Record |
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District Court on Feb. 9.

On Jan. 13, Brandon Spencer
Leaird, 45, of 2290 Marthas
Chapel Road, Apex, was arrest-
ed by SSgt. Ashley Ellington
for failure to appear related to
child support. He was issued
a $1,000 purge payment and is
scheduled to appear in Orange
County District Court on Feb.
3.

On Jan. 13, James Andrew
Powers, 38, of 287 Howard Mill
Road, Robbins, was arrested
by Cpl. Brandal Harrington
for failure to appear. He was
issued a $200 secured bond and
is scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court on
Feb. 1.

On Jan. 13, John Puli-
do-Monroy, 31, of 23 Glendale
Drive, Pittsboro, was arrested
by Deputy Matthew Mitchell
for driving while impaired,
failure to maintain lane con-
trol, and failure stop at stop
sign/flashing red light. He was
issued a written promise to
appear in Alamance County
District Court on Feb. 8.

On Jan. 13, John Puli-
do-Monroy was also arrested
by Deputy Matthew Mitchell
for resisting a public officer.
He was issued a $1,000 se-
cured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
District Court on Feb. 15.

On Jan. 13, Eder Rangel
Garcia, 21, of 215 Elder Road,
Siler City, was arrested by
Cpl. Michael Cox for failure to
appear. He was issued a $500
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Randolph County
District Court on Feb. 8.

On Jan. 14, Jon Reid Brooks,
41, of 1758 Jessies Bridges

Road, Siler City, was arrested
by Deputy Matthew Mitchell
for breaking and entering,
larceny after breaking/enter-
ing, and possession of stolen
goods/property. He was issued
a written promise to appear

in Chatham County District
Court on Jan. 30.

On Jan. 14, Linda Annette
Liles, 57, of 1107 North Ave-
nue, Siler City, was arrested
by Deputy Matthew Mitchell
for failure to appear regard-
ing a citation. She was issued
a written promise to appear
in Randolph County District
Court on Feb. 6.

On Jan. 14, Melissa Damian,
29, of 129 Miss Jane Way Unit
B, Siler City, was arrested by
Deputy Matthew Mitchell for
failure to appear regarding
a citation. She was issued a
written promise to appear
in Randolph County District
Court on Feb. 6.

On Jan. 15, Alisha Marie Gut,
36, of 311 Lindsay Street, Chapel
Hill, was arrested by Deputy
Conner Lee for larceny. She
was issued a written promise
to appear in Chatham County
District Court on Feb. 8.

On Jan. 16, Robert Leroy
Mantooth, 38, of 4010 Hillmon
Grove Road, Cameron, was
arrested by Deputy Andrew
R. Gray for failure to appear.
He was issued a $1,000 secured
bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in Moore County District
Court on Jan. 26.

On Jan. 16, Robert Leroy
Mantooth was also arrested
by Deputy Moises Carvajal for
cyberstalking, communicating
threats, trespassing, and ha-
rassing phone call. He was is-
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sued no bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
District Court on Feb. 1.

On Jan. 16, Savannah Leigh
Jackson, 22, of 5420 Lafayette
Drive, Fuquay-Varina, was
arrested by SSgt. Chris Burger
for exceeding the posted speed
limit, failure to heed to blue
lights and siren, and resist/
delay/obstruction. She was
issued a written promise to
appear in Chatham County
District Court on Feb. 8.

On Jan. 18, Danny Joe
Phillips, 48, of 277 Hudson
Road, Siler City, was arrested
by Deputy Tyler Welch for
Domestic Violence Protective
Order violation. He was issued
no bond and is scheduled to
appear in Chatham County
District Court on Feb. 1.

On Jan. 20, Timothy Alvis
Holt, 61, of 923 Horton Pond
Road, Apex, was arrested by
Deputy Reid Allshouse for
intoxicated and disruptive. He
was issued a $250 secured bond
and is scheduled to appear
in Chatham County District
Court on Feb. 15.

On Jan. 20, Amanda Lee Jett,
42, of 2091 NC 42 Hwy, Mon-
cure, was arrested by Deputy
Reid Allshouse for Domestic
Violence Protective Order
violation and 2nd degree tres-
passing. She was issued a $500
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
District Court on Feb. 8.

On Jan. 22, Brayan Aniel
Serapio Infante, 22, of 235 Mil-
lennium Drive, Pittsboro, was
arrested by Deputy Rami Amer
for failure to appear related to
driving while impaired. He was
issued a $1,000 secured bond

and is scheduled to appear in
Wake County District Court on
Feb. 22.

On Jan. 23, Erik Freeman
Rodgers, 46, of 2445 Mapleval-
ley Drive SE, Kentwood, was
arrested by Deputy Rami Amer
for assault on a government of-
ficial, resisting a public officer,
and reckless driving to en-
danger. He was issued a $1,000
secured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
Court on Feb. 22.

On Jan. 23, Erik Freeman
Rodgers was also arrested
by Deputy Joseph Scott for
driving under the influence.
He was issued a $1,000 se-
cured bond and is scheduled
to appear in Chatham County
District Court on Feb. 23.

On Jan. 24, Charles Winslow
Chesley, 57, of 1315 Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd., Chapel
Hill, was arrested by Deputy
Reggie Griffin for stalking and
Domestic Violence Protective
Order violation. He was issued
no bond and is scheduled to
appear in Chatham County
District Court on Jan. 30.

On Jan. 24, Cornelius Jonte
Fowler, 30, of 3 Shepherd Lane,
Chapel Hill, was arrested by
Deputy Reggie Griffin for fail-
ure to return rental property.
He was issued a written prom-
ise to appear in Orange County
District Court on Feb. 27.

On Jan. 25, Amanda Lee Jett,
42, of 2091 NC 42 Hwy, Mon-
cure, was arrested by Deputy
Moises Carvajal for Domestic
Violence Protective Order vio-
lation. She was issued no bond
and is scheduled to appear
in Chatham County District
Court on Feb. 8.
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‘THE BEAUTY OF DUSK’

Frank Bruni’s hew perspective on life

NY'T columnist will visit Fearrington
Village on Feb. 11 to discuss his new book

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

When you're a reporter, your
whole life is a potential copy.

The sentiment from journal-
ist Nora Ephron rang in Frank
Bruni’s mind when he woke
up one morning in 2017 and
suddenly couldn’t see out of
his right eye.

He’d suffered a rare stroke
that caused permanent vision
loss in the eye. And he soon
learned from doctors the same
disorder could ravage his other
eye, too. He could lose his sight
altogether.

Out of habit, the New York
Times columnist began taking
notes on his experiences. What
started as a coping skill soon
became the basis for his recent-
ly released book, “The Beauty
of Dusk: On Vision Lost and
Found.”

Bruni’s memoir captures the
struggle of relearning how he
sees the world. But more than
that, the book is a testament to
the neuroplasticity of human-
ity and an ode to our ability to
overcome what may feel like
insurmountable challenges.

Bruni, a UNC graduate and
Chapel Hill resident, has been
a prominent journalist for
more than three decades; he’s
worked more than 25 years at
the New York Times, the last 10
of them as a columnist. He was
also a White House correspon-
dent, Rome bureau chief and
chief restaurant critic. In July
2021, he became a professor
at Duke University, teaching
media-oriented classes in
the Sanford School of Public
Policy. He continues to write a
weekly newsletter for the New
York Times and write essays as
one of the newspaper’s Con-
tributing Opinion Writers.

“The Beauty of Dusk” has al-
ready seen widespread success,

reaching fifth on the hardcover
nonfiction and the combined
print and e-book nonfiction
New York Times bestsellers
lists. To accompany the release
of the paperback version, on
Feb. 11 Bruni will visit McIn-
yre’s Books in Fearrington
Village to discuss his writing
process and meet with readers.

The News + Record talked
with Bruni ahead of the event
about his writing process and
what he learned through his
memoir. The following has
been edited for clarity and
brevity:

What was your process in
writing this book? What made you
believe your personal story would
stick with people?

When you go through
something unusual enough,
upsetting enough, challenging
enough, you realize that’s a
story. And as a storyteller, you
don’t overlook that stuff.

I had something really
dramatic happen to me, which
is I woke up and couldn’t see
clearly. Within a matter of days
I was told I’d had this very rare
stroke of my right optic nerve,
and was told that I would live
from that moment forward. I
wouldn’t have vision in that
eye, and still live in danger of
the same thing happening in
my other eye.

So as I went through this
medical odyssey of that and its
emotional challenges, I instinc-
tively just started taking notes.
Pretty soon I realized that this
dramatic event was worth
writing about because it’s also
universal enough.

Almost all of us have these
junctures where life deals us a
physical setback or challenge
that requires us to learn new
things about ourselves. It can
be an emotional or psycho-
logical thing, everybody has
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Courtesy of Frank Bruni

Frank Bruni’s memoir, ‘The Beauty of Dusk’ discusses his
new perspective on life after learning to live with monocular

vision.

IF YOU’RE GOING

Frank Bruni will be
providing this discussion
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Feb.
11, at McIntyre’s Books in
Fearrington Village. To
attend this reading, the store
requires proof of paperback
book purchase ($19) from
McIntyre’s. For more infor-
mation and to purchase tick-
ets, visit www.fearrington.
com/events/frank-bruni-the-
beauty-of-dusk.

these forks in the road. I felt
like hopefully I could write
something that would have
resonance for any number of
challenges we face in our lives.

How does writing a book differ
from your other reporting and
writing work? What makes it
unique?

It’s about such intimate and
personal journeys, which dif-
fers from most of what I write
because I'm not normally the
star. As a columnist I mostly
focus on politicians or educa-
tors or society, but rarely-cen-
ter myself in that narrative.

My previous memoir also dif-
fers from this because it dealt
with my younger self and how
that impacts me today.

(Note: the other memoir by
Bruni, “Born Round,” discuss-

es his struggles with eating
disorders as a child and how
he changed his relationship
with food to eventually become
a restaurant critic for the New
York Times.)

This writing also felt differ-
ent to me because I tried to talk
with a lot of people throughout
the process who had simi-
lar, yet definitively different
struggles that at one time felt
insurmountable. I talked with
folks who experienced chron-
ic pain, Parkinson’s disease,
hearing loss, any variety of
things. All their struggles held
lessons that resonated with
me, and hopefully the readers.
So it’s bifurcated in that way
— it’s my story, but also other
people’s, too.

The premise of the memoir
feels very based in resilience,
and it seems that’s a clear
message you want people to
gather. What other lessons do
you hope people walk away
with from this book?

I didn’t want to write
something that felt too self-in-
dulgent. I wanted to write
something that I felt would be
instructive. I want people to see
that we, as humans, are much
more elastic than we realize.

This physiological concept of
neuroplasticity is hugely un-
derestimated in our day to day
lives, except when we are con-

fronted with these curveballs,
like losing our vision for ex-
ample, that force that process
to take shape. And of course,
this concept is metaphorically
true, too. You will find yourself
more able to enjoy things and
open up when you realize we
have this astounding ability to
adjust and adapt.

We can adjust in ways that
maximize our joy. I think we fail
to appreciate that until we are
called to do it, but knowing it’s
there should be a great source
of comfort and reassurance.

As doors close you really
have a choice: you can tally the
slights, or you can realize there’s
no joy in wallowing in that and
there’s no joy in it either. You
can instead focus on the serious,
emotional work of focusing on
what remains, and all the bless-
ings you still have. The ability
to “accentuate the positives and
eliminate the negatives,” as
Johnny Mercer would say, exists
in many of us and is areal key
to contentment in life.

What can people who attend
the Fearrington Village event on
Feb. 11 expect?

When I do events like this,
especially when they're near
where I live, I really let them be
guided by the participants. My
expectation based on experi-
ence is that they’ll want to talk
about the content of the book
for about 20 minutes, but then
the rest really dives anywhere
and everywhere, which is the
fun part for me.

People will want to talk
about being a restaurant critic,
some will want to talk about
the media in the age of Donald
Trump, others about the 2024
Presidential Election. It just
varies widely and I look for-
ward to seeing what the people
of Fearrington and Chatham
have on their minds.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter

@b_rappaport.

COUNCIL ON AGING | 1ST OF 4 PARTS

For Dietrich, Senior Games

is nothing but net

BY JIMMY LEWIS

Chatham County Council on

Aging

HONOR ROLLS,
2023 SECOND QUARTER

HAW RIVER CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 2ND QUARTER

Principal’s Honor Roll (all grades 95% or above,
upper school only):

Maddie Bodine, Hope Dunn, Isaac Harmon, Sar-
ah Hull, Meredith Tetterton and Clara Zinn.

Honor Roll (all A’s or all A’s with one B and an
average of 93 or above)

Jackson Batchelor, Raegan Fogleman, Nathaniel
Hull, Connor Jacoby, Hannah Kelly, Sam Kratky,
Amanda Mullaney, Madelyn Pallen, Lily Pintuff,
Darby Powers, Jenna Smith, Braydon Timpy and

No matter where life has steered
Rodney Dietrich, basketball is his
universal language.

Whether strengthening the
bonds with his older brother,
reaching the at-risk youth popu-
lation or building relationships
in his current role as integrated
services specialist and aging social
worker at the Chatham County
Council on Aging, every shot taken
by the Buffalo, New York, native
has been steeped in purpose.

Given Dietrich’s position in the
“50 or better” category — those
who are eligible for Chatham
County Senior Games — he was
quickly approached by an inter-
ested party upon beginning work
at the Council in January of last
year.

It was Liz Lahti, manager of the
Eastern Chatham Senior Center
and co-coordinator for the Games,
which set a participation record of
262 athletes in 2022.

“When I first started, Liz of
course, she said, ‘Why don’t you
join the Senior Games?’” Dietrich
recalled. “I asked what they had,
and she said that they had differ-
ent categories. I said I liked the
basketball, so I said I'll sign up for
basketball.”

While Dietrich never played on
an organized team, he could be
found putting shots up with his
older brother constantly in the
Buffalo driveway. The Harlem Glo-
betrotters were frequent visitors
to the area, allowing opportunities
to see someone other than the hap-
less Washington Generals. From
1970-1978, the Buffalo Braves called
the city home as an NBA franchise
before ultimately becoming what
are the modern-day Los Angeles
Clippers.

“I was always fascinated by the
way they handled the basketball,”
Dietrich said of the Globetrotters.
“I could never do anything like
that!”

The many hours of shooting in
the driveway — albeit with more
misses than makes for the young-
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Courtesy of the Council on Aging

Rodney Dietrich, Integrated Services Specialist and Aging
Social Worker at the Chatham County Council on Aging, has
used basketball to connect with both ends of the generational

spectrum.

er Dietrich — paid off in his first
Chatham County Senior Games
experience. He won a gold medal in
his age group for basketball shoot-
ing, which follows the “around the
world” format from different areas
on the court.

“It’s around the world, but I'll
tell you I didn’t shoot it too well,”
Dietrich said.

On that day, it didn’t matter.
Dietrich, a military veteran, was
busy forming relationships —
something that has served him
well throughout his professional

career. At least one long trip was
undertaken to see a competitor.
“The whole thing is doing it to-
gether with other people,” Dietrich
assured. “There was a lady who
was doing it as well with me, and
her family drove all the way from
Virginia to come and support her.
They had little signs for her. I like
the togetherness of the games,
but my older brother, he played. I
looked up to my brother a lot grow-
ing up; he was a great guy.”

See GAMES, page B8

Aidan Zinn.

COLLEGE HONORS - DEAN'S LIST

MIAMI UNIVERSITY

Mya Clark-Beadle of Pittsboro has been named to
the Fall 2023 Dean’s List at Miami University, in
Oxford, Ohio.

She is earning a Bachelor of Arts in English: Cre-
ative Writing.

COLLEGE HONORS - GRADUATES

JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY

Hunter Vogel of Pittsboro has graduated with a
degree in Occupational Therapy - MOT from James
Madison University during December 2022 com-
mencement exercises.

Natalie Vogel of Pittsboro graduated with a degree
in Occupational Therapy - MOT from James Mad-
ison University during December 2022 commence-
ment exercises.

The college is located at Harrisonburg, Virginia.

ON ‘RACIAL JUSTICFE’

CRC-C, NAACP
SpONSor essay
contest

CN+R Staff Report

The Community Remembrance Coalition-Cha-
tham and the county’s two NAACP branches are of-
fering at least $5,000 in prizes to Chatham students
in an essay contest on the subject of racial justice.

Ninth- through 12th-graders from the following
Chatham County high schools are eligible: Cha-
tham Central, Jordan-Matthews, Northwood, Sea-
forth, Chatham School of Science and Engineering,
Woods Charter School and Chatham Charter.

See CONTEST, page B8
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8th-grader Ryan Serem wins Chatham County
Schools District Spelling Bee

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Ryan Serem, the winner of the Chatham County
Schools Spelling Bee Monday night, poses with
his family and school board members Jane Allen
Wilson and Del Turner. Serem is a student at
Margaret B. Pollard Middle School.

From Chatham County
Schools

PITTSBORO — Among
the more than three
dozen spellers who
qualified to compete in
the district-wide Spelling
Bee Monday, Margaret B.
Pollard 8th-grader Ryan
Serem emerged as the top
speller.

It’s the second year the
district has participated
in the Scripps Spelling
Bee, and Ryan’s victory
Monday night in the Sea-
forth High School audito-
rium secured him a spot
to compete in the Caroli-

It’s the second year
the district has
participated in the
Scripps Spelling
Bee.

na Panthers Regional Bee
in Charlotte.

“I am really excited
about making it to the
next level. I want to
make my school and the
school district proud,”
Ryan said. “There were
some really great spell-
ers in our district bee,
and that has helped pre-
pare me for the Regional
Bee.”

Margaret B. Pollard
8th-grader Lyra Benja-
min placed second in the
District Spelling Bee,
and Silk Hope 8th-grader
James Adkins placed
third.

“T am proud of our
students’ hard work
and poise,” said Michael
Triplett, CCS AIG instruc-
tional program facilitator
and organizer of the
event. “It’s amazing how
much work our students
and Spelling Bee Coordi-
nators put into preparing
for the event. The dedica-
tion shows, and Chatham
County Schools was

well-represented by our
students at the spelling
bee.”

Superintendent Dr.
Anthony Jackson ap-
plauded all the students
who participated. “Our
schools, our families and
most of all our students
should be proud of the
hard work these young
people put in to prepare
for this competition,”
Jackson said. “They
have put in hours and
hours of preparation
and I commend them for
their efforts culminating
in the District Spelling
Bee.”

CONTEST

Continued from page B7

The 800- to 1,000-word
essay should discuss
how racial injustice has
and continues to impact
American society and de-
mocracy. Essays should
examine the history of
the chosen topic of racial
injustice, discuss its
legacy today and imagine
solutions for a future
free from racial injustice.
Students are also en-
couraged to write about
local injustices or local
historic events to support
their analysis of histori-
cal injustice. If possible,
relate how this injustice
has impacted their life ex-
perience. All submissions
must be original.

To participate complete
the essay interest form at
https://www.crc-c.org/
essay-contest.html by
Feb. 20. Essays must be
submitted by April 22.

At least $5,000 will be
split among the winning
students.

The winner will be
notified on May 5, and
the Winners Presentation
date is yet to be deter-
mined.

The district began awarding

CCS honors Education Foundation’s
Detzi with ‘Power of One’ award

From Chatham County Schools

PITTSBORO — Jaime Detzi, executive
director of the Chatham Education Foun-
dation, is the most recent recipient of Cha-
tham County Schools’ Power of One award.

The award is made monthly to honor an
individual who has made an extraordinary
difference through their actions.

“Ms. Detzi has worked tirelessly in
support of Chatham County Schools,”
said Superintendent Dr. Anthony Jack-
son. “She is extremely deserving of this
award and her advocacy work has had a
tremendous impact on what we can do for
our students. For instance, the Foundation
is working to raise funds now to help our
district expand our college readiness AVID
program to include all middle and high
schools.”

In addition to fundraising for District
needs, the Foundation also issues annual
grants to assist teachers with innovative,
engaging classroom resources and sup-
ports literacy in partnership with CCS
through its Chatham Reads and Books on
Break. Books on Break puts approximately
14,000 new, high-interest books into the
hands of 2,200 Chatham County Schools’
students each May.

“I am honored that the district has
awarded me this honor. We have such a

the Power of One award in
conjunction with the launch of its
new strategic plan at the start of
the school year.

strong partnership, and I hope my work
continues to make a difference for students
in Chatham County Schools,” Detzi said.
“Equitable educational opportunities are
vital to a strong and bright future for this
community, and I want to be part of ensur-
ing that for all our children.”

Detzi will be recognized at the school
board’s February meeting.

The district began awarding the Power of
One award in conjunction with the launch
of its new strategic plan at the start of the
school year. Past recipients include Testing
and Accountability’s Susan Hussey, Bonlee
Instructional Assistant and bus driver
Mary Burke, Margaret B. Pollard band
teacher Rebecca Clemens and Seaforth
sophomore Kyle Stinson.

Anyone who would like to nominate a
student, staff member or community stake-
holder for the Power of One award can find
the form at www.chatham.k12.nc.us. To
learn more about the Chatham Education
Foundation, visit www.chathameducation-
foundation.org.

Courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Jaime Detzi (right), the executive
director of the Chatham Education
Foundation, was recognized by
Chatham County Schools Supt. Dr.
Anthony Jackson with the system’s
‘Power of One’ award.

GAMES

Continued from page B7

Despite that, the
younger Dietrich would
never sneak a one-on-one
victory from his brother,
the pride of Buffalo’s
Kensington High School.
Every time there was
a one-on-one battle,
Dietrich would be the one
retrieving the basketball
after it swished through
the net.

“Every time I played
against him, he would
never miss a shot,” Diet-
rich said of his brother.
“People, they do things,
and it reminds them of
something they did, the

Some groups have
choices of arms, leg

} color, seat cushion and
cushion design!

good times that they had. the pushback to integra-  just one step away from failing students into A/B “You talk about
Whenever I watch basket- tion in the schools. the prison system. But honor roll recipients. traveling, I used to have
ball or play basketball, “My father was Black, Dietrich, despite being They would then be one kid that would just
it just reminds me of my  but my mother was punched and spat upon in allowed to play for their run around the whole
time with my brother.” white,” Dietrich said. “So  the course of his duties, middle school and high court,” Dietrich recalled.

While Dietrich was
growing up in Buffalo in
the ‘60s and “70s, the city
was undergoing a back-
ground of change. The
son of a Black father and
white mother, Dietrich’s
class was one of the first
groups to go into an inte-
grated school. His father
was a bus driver for the
city, and happened to be
the driver for his son’s
first day of integration.

It was admittedly dif-
ferent for the multiracial
Dietrich, but his family
still experienced some of

it was a little different
for me, but being in their
family, I suffered the
same things they had to
go through. It was tough
sometimes, but people
were together and fami-
lies were together.”

Before arriving at the
Council on Aging, Diet-
rich served as a facility
director for at-risk teens.
He was a unicorn in this
particular field.

The turnover rate
was high, with many
unable to cope with the
aggressiveness of youth
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became indispensable to
operations and remained
for 12 years.

Indeed, basketball
became a primary vehicle
for communication.
Dietrich oversaw what
was known as a Level 3
facility, which meant the
next escalation involved
lockup in a detention
center.

The kids were quickly
running out of time —
and options. Some were
kicked out of seven differ-
ent schools and brought
back report cards of all
failing grades.

Via basketball, Dietrich
intervened and turned

Mental Health c._,"=>
Services that

Meet Your
Needs.

school basketball teams.

“I think I got more out
of them than a lot of the
therapists did,” Dietrich
said. “In therapy, they’re
just sitting there across
from somebody. But
when you’re playing a
sport like basketball one-
on-one or just shooting
Around the World, you're
playing and their minds
are more at ease. They
are more open to tell you
things.”

Dietrich interacted
with a diverse population,
and it was a ball and
basket, plus the on-court
antics, that de-escalated
many situations.
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“He’d just hold the ball
and start running. And
then, he’d go and shoot

it up and think that was
it. None of the kids said
anything to him, they just
laughed.”

Once Dietrich was
discharged from the
military, he had to spend
some time in a VA hospi-
tal. His brother visited,
and they went outside to
a basketball court on site.

“We went out there,
and we're still shooting,
playing basketball,” Diet-
rich said.

Years later, the elder
Dietrich never missed a
shot.
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ENTERTAINMENT

EXPLORE MORE AT
GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

GET IN &(n@

Amusement parks and retirement
communities do have one thing in
common. Long wait times.

GALLOWAY
RIDGE

AT FEARRINGTON
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PROUDLY SERVING CHATHAM COUNTY

HARRIS & COMPANY

Insurance Since 1935

Auto - Home - Business - Life

60 Mosaic Blvd., Ste. 130 Pittsboro

919-726-3003

www.HC1935.com
With more than 85 years' experience providing
Auto, Home, Business and Life insurance to
central North Carolina, we offer superior An Independent

knowledge, coverage, service and pricing.

And as an independent agency, we represent
the very best insurance carriers in the state.
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No C’HANGE.’ %Mﬁ T 0T WOKK/ THEY WERE TONE * 21 “Zoolander” condiment minnows are paper section 76 Aeries, e.g. 110 Sch. in
PDPU [/AK 49 Mint quality 96 “M*A*S*H” members of it 38 Primary 78 Big primate Terre Haute
o b\\(l N ES 54 “13th” actor David 4 Samuelsson 39 Dressed for 79 Clutch sitter 112 Gig hookup
2 director Ogden — who got the nighty-night 80 Film scorer 113 FedEx rival
DO\N N A’Y \‘ DuVernay 97 Famed winning goal 40 IHOP topping Morricone 114 Zodiac lion
'Ym CAL 55 Styne of song Steelers play in the 1991 44 Result 82 —-Z (old 115 Dallas Stars’
2 56 TV spots of 1972 Stanley Cup 45 — Moines Camaro) org.
\,\E AL’Y\,\ Q,UB, 57 Vaper's item 102 Cole Porter’s 5 Driver's 180 46 Autograph: 83 List of 116 “Yabba

58 How-to unit “— Love” 6 Large parrots Abbr. options dabba —!”
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wouLp ¥|%| _THESE GUYS WHO,IN | I YET STILL WEAR 5HORT5!1!:Y %
SOMEONE & ¢| THE DEPTHS OF WINTER, |8
PLEASE £| BUNDLE THEMSELVES UP |3
EXPLAIN ({|z TO THE MAX., E
TO ME... s §
= ‘s
AdD db H
8 H TR
The Spats by Jeff Pickering
g
I STARTED OUT JUST LoO LODK$ LIKE You
I NOTHING® g [ AP ZU Tk SuLHAvEmoT 8
S E NOW!
OF \T LEFT, §
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$50* Credit on
Second Month

Pittsboro Youth Theater

BUSINESS
FOR
SALE

Assets Include:

« Community performing arts
organizations with 10-years
growth interrupted only by
covib,

« Exceptionally affordable
15-year lease

« Every thing a community
youth theater needs to do
business, including: lists,
costumes, props, set pieces
and technical equipment
(lighting, audio, etc.),
furniture, fixtures, etc.
Equipment, software,
procedures, experienced
staff contacts, and more.

For more information visit,

Downtown Siler City

Our facility features:
» Conference Room
* Drive-Up Access
e Fully Fenced Property
« Electronic Gated Entry
 Secure Units
 Online Bill Pay

*OFFER VALID THROUGH
THE END OF MARCH

INSURANCE SERVICES

Storms? Accidents? Firel

Let us help you avoid the major costs
of the of life

JANUARY 19 - FEBRUARY 5

60 Andrews Store Rd.,

Pittsboro, NC 27312 919-742-3422 Ext #2 | kim@oldnorthstateins.com

919-968-8705

americasbeststoragespace.com

(919)774-4155 919-742-3422 Ext #7 | kevin@oldnorthstateins.com

wwwtempleshows.org
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CN+R ENTERTAINMENT

Cindy Carter at your service!
189 Thompson St.
Pittsboro, NC

SILER CITYCENTER NOW HIRING
RNs, LPNs, and CNAs

Siler City Center offers shift differentials, benefits, 401k,
updated wages, and new sign-on bonuses:

brittany.burton@genesishcc.com

- ¥ » E > A
‘, ¥
N |
. g 1 west
Genesis | i W ‘
7 rovisions for Work, Travel & i
\/itality for Living Outdoor Adventure! l
674 West St, Pittsboro, NC
& >, |

900 West Dolphin St, Siler City, NC 27344 ¢ 919-663-3431

New Horizons

owntown

ONE STOP (PN 515,00
INSURANCE AGENCY A S5 000 |
- - Contact Brittany Burton with inquiries or to apply: Z= i
919-930-4780 Horizons

M-F10-6 Sat 9-6 Sun11-5
(919) 542-5487

To ensure the operation of safety systems as intended by the
manufacturer, our staff is “Factory Trained & Certified” to
repair your vehicle--this helps to keep you, and your family,
safe in the event of another accident

' Chapel Hill Pittsboro Burlington
1238 Rauhut St

336-228-6684 f

=
VTN 5y 1174 US Hwy 15-501 N | 1022 Sanford Rd

919-537-0770 919-542-2334

LONGFELLOW’S
“THE VILLAGE
BLACKSMITH”

BYVTQOQ

MAGIC MAZE @

QYV SPMIJHF

OLITI GDBYWT PMK I

FDBY SYWUS AP S S

QOMKHDTI I F GWWZ

XCHESTNUT E E)O B
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: Device to Blow Air Into a Fire

Anvil Hands Sledge Village
Brawny Iron bands Smithy Week in
Chestnut-tree  Muscles Sparks Week out
Forge Sinewy Sweat

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

John Cheesborough, MD Dawn E. Kleinman, MD Mary Candace Seagle, PA-C

Brittany Atkinson, PA-C Candace L. Marin, APRN

Proudly serving Chatham Courtty over 30 years!

Sanford
Dermatology

Conveniently located in

Medical &
Cosmetic
Dermatology

Accepting
New Patients
Any Age

Platinum Commons
959 East Street, Suite B - Pittsboro

919-775-7926
www.sanforddermatology.com

Self-Pay
& Insurance

Dysport, Botox
& Fillers

9 1

7 1|8 6

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Amber Waves

" HEY DAD, IHAVE )| WE CouLD Go BUILD
A MUCH BETTER IDEA. | |A SNOWMAN AND THEN
Do SOME SLEDDING.

by Dave T. Phipps

['THEN PIzzA AND MALTSY [NEVER MIND IT. SOUNDED)
AND IF THERE'S TIME || BETTER IN MY HEAD. )
THEN WE DO CHORES? g

GRILL OUT FOR LESS THIS SUMMER
201, RILEEDJEORES1519 SEATAN

WE FILL ALL SIZES! [ Get Ready to Grill! |

STOP IN TODAY!

.

| W 4 Py
<&F éTRICK’\S‘\ W 193 Lowes Dr., Suite 110,
! 919.1:';’62-8%89 B Pittsboro
4 "'f"jféjf g 919-704-8589

strickslpgas.com

Just Like Cats & Dogs by Dave T. Phipps

F“WHAT DOESN'T KILL YOU MAKES You |
STRONGER” SHOULD BE THE CAMPAIGN

SLOGAN FOR TH HEALTH CEREAL. |
i
’W |/ "HHI /
|

\J|{\"J

9531 S}YDII PIOM "OU| "3}eDIPUAS SaInieal buiy Aq Zz20Z®

“We’ve lost communication until after the
Super Bowl.”
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N+R ENTERTAINMENT

Working tirelessly to provide you with a beautiful,

lasting tribute to your loved one

S reott

FUNERAL HOME

SANFORD: 719 Wall St - 919-776-4345
CHAPEL HILL: 113 N. Graham St « 919.968.7780
PITTSBORO: 50 Masonic St « 919-542-6180
knottsfuneralhome.com

Thank gou

for allowing us
to serve your
families for more
than 60 years

William Harvey\ Knotts Sr.
- and Nettie Mae Knotts

Chatham News + Record

chathamnewsrecord.com

TNOANMNTDELT T HYWwoeg
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“THE VILLAGE BLACKsmrri» —— Weekly SUDOKU —
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It’s com-
mon wisdom
that a dull
knife is more
dangerous
than a sharp
one. The
reason is that
you must
struggle to
get the blade
through.
When that
takes place, accidents can
happen. As a savant level klutz,
I can speak to cuts. It looks like
I’ve had scarification tattoos
from a particularly incompe-
tent artist.

But let me clue ya.

A very sharp knife can cut
you so fast and so cleanly that
you don’t even know you’ve
been sliced for hours.

Sur La Table (stores in
Raleigh and Greensboro) has
a knife sharpening service. I
went, but was a little nervous,
because some people who
sharpen tools are aggressive
and will take a blade from dull
to sharp to stump.

But my prized possessions
were in awful shape. Whenever
The Kid used one, I could hear
my culinarily-trained child
muttering, “Holy frack, these
knives are ding-dong-dull.”

So Itook aleap of faith and
dropped them off. I took my
paring knife, de-boner, San-
toku, chef’s knife, and meat
slicer. In about two hours, I
picked them up.

Those puppies had become
scary sharp. Within a week,

I’d cut myself three times,

with no more effort on my part
than accidentally touching a
blade. I always hand-wash my
knives, and they sliced my poor
kitchen sponge to ribbons. It
was like sharing my kitchen
with swashbuckler Douglas
Fairbanks Jr.

DEBBIE
MATTHEWS

The Curious
Cook

No hassle baked potatoes

8 medium-large red skin
potatoes, washed and
dried

1/4 cup olive oil + 1
tablespoon

1/2 teaspoon Chinese
5-spice

1-2 tablespoons Dijon
mustard

1 tablespoon flour

1 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon pepper

Water to thin sauce

Place potatoes on a large
serving spoon. Slice down
using the spoon to keep
from cutting all the way
through. Make parallel cuts
1/4 inch apart.

Whisk up the rest of the
ingredients, adding enough
water to make it the thick-
ness of heavy cream.

Using gloves, and one at
a time, place potatoes in
sauce, and rub them it over
them. Then, very carefully,
spread open slices and rub
a little sauce into each cut.

Pour a tablespoon of
olive oil into baking dish.
Place in coated potatoes.
Brush any remaining sauce
over the potatoes, carefully
getting into cuts. If desired,
lightly dust with smoked
paprika.

Bake for one hour. Serves
4.,

But I don’t think I could have
made the dinner I did tonight
with a dull blade.

Imade a potato dish that is
traditionally called “Hassel-
beck potatoes.” They're roasted
potatoes that are cut like an
accordion almost, but not all
the way through. As they bake,
they fan out a bit.

I flavored these spuds to
compliment the rest of our din-
ner. But you can change it up
to your taste and mood. Just re-
move the 5-spice and mustard,

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews
‘Hasselback’ spuds ready to eat.

and replace with something
more to your liking.

I was pretty nervous about
cutting the spuds. I had 10
pounds on hand, and I figured
I’d go through a large majority
of them before I got enough cut

correctly just for Petey and me.
Well, the combo of the sharp
knife and using the spoon as
training wheels worked like a
charm. I used four potatoes to get
four successfully sliced potatoes.
So I think the moral to this

story is to close your eyes, hold
your nose, and jump in. As
long as you know how to swim,
or you have a very sharp knife.
Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.
mom.

The local pharmacy you can trust to provide the best
personalized care, professional advice, and convenient services.

We are offering walk-in flu vaccinations

Pharmacist Manager ¢ Owner

N =

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

 TSINCE 1982
Weaver Street

R E A LT Y

N\ =

919-929-5658 ¢ info@WeaverStreetRealty.com

We are cooperative, social-minded,
curious, inclusive, searching.
A niche firm with an environmental ethic.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

202-A East Raleigh Street
Siler City, NC 27344

www.silercitypharmacy.com

T: 919-663-5541

WeaverStreetRealty.com

info@silercitypharmacy.com
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CDL DRIVERS GET A

$5,000

SIGN-ON BONUS

Mo’%'mm’/

Fresh Young Chicken

MOUNTAIREJOBS.COM

1100 E THIRD STREET | SILER CITY | NC
4411 W GATE CITY BLVD. | GREENSBORO | NC
8 AM - 5 PM | MONDAY - FRIDAY
(919) 663-6712




