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REDUCE, REUSE, PEECYCLE 

A Chatham resident uses his urine as 
fertilizer. It’s not as weird as you think.

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Dr. John 
Dykers is well aware his home 
doesn’t pass the smell test.

As soon as you enter the 
front door, the odor smacks 
you in the sniffer — it’s un-
mistakable. The unpleasant 
stench is urine that he and his 
wife, Nancy Van Camp, have 
preserved over the past seven 
months. 

The urine sits in sever-
al 55-gallon barrels on the 
Dykers’ lawn, adjacent to the 
house. The plan is to use that 
urine as fertilizer for their 
100-acre farm.

The idea for using their 
own urine as fertilizer came 
when Dykers — a beloved 
retired Siler City physician — 
read a New York Times article 
last June entitled “Meet the 
Peecyclers. Their Idea to Help 
Farmers is No. 1.” The article 
shares the ancestral basis for 
using pee as a way to grow the 
garden. 

“We’ve been using manure 
for ages,” Dykers said. “The 
chicken farmers used to beg 
us to spread the chicken ma-
nure all over these fields.”

Money down the toilet
Dykers, who has lived on 

his farm since 1964, said the 
chicken manure fertilizes fes-
cue grass. Now, those chicken 
farmers can sell their manure 
elsewhere for profit, but the 
fescue grass on Dykers farm 
remains — that’s where the 
peecycle comes in.  

Urine contains important 
nutrients for plant growth in-
cluding carbon, phosphorus, 
potassium and nitrogen. All 
those nutrients are ideal for 
fescue grass growth. 

And it’s free — something 
proving espe-
cially 

useful during time of  rising 
inflation and ongoing supply 

chain issues 
driving up 
costs of  
commercial 
fertilizers. 
In fact, the 
cost of  some 
commercial 
fertilizers 
has risen 

300% in the last three years, 
according to the American 
Farmers Bureau.

By Dykers’ calculations, 
that makes his urine worth 
about $2 per gallon.

“Now every time we have to 
pee when we’re out some-
where else it feels like we’re 
literally flushing money down 
the toilet,” Van Camp said. 

If  you’re still skeptical 
about the practice, well, 
Dykers is too. He says he’s 
still in the testing phase 
because it may take several 
more months or even years to 
get enough data to measure 
significant results from peecy-
cling. 

But he remains optimistic 
because of  what he’s read 
about in the Times and other 
outlets about the benefits. 
One study in the West African 
country of  Niger found the 
use of  peecycling increased 
crop yields by more than 30%.

The benefits are more than 
just personal, it’s global. As 
climate change creates more 
uncertainty for farmers, pre-
serving urine is a sustainable, 
local alternative to synthetic 
fertiliz-
ers. 

According to Rich Earth 
Institute, which advocates 
for “reclaiming the nutrients 
from our bodies as elements 
in a life sustaining cycle,” 
the average adult produces 
between 100 and 150 gallons 
of  urine per year, containing 
about nine pounds of  nitro-
gen and 0.8 pounds of  phos-
phorus. If  that urine were 
used to fertilize grain, this 
is enough to grow wheat for 
making a loaf  of  bread every 
day of  the year.

Rich Earth Institute isn’t 
some fringe advocacy group, 
either. It has academic or 
financial backing from the 
likes of  the U.S. EPA, the 
University of  Michigan and 
the National Science Foun-
dation, among others. The 
organization boasts it’s saved 
more than 1.8 million gallons 
of  water since 2013 through 
peecycling.  

The practice of  
peecycling has 
already made 
headway in 
Vermont, 
where 
Rich 
Earth 
Institute is 
headquar-
tered. There, 
local farmers 
use urine to 
grow every-
thing from 
flowers to giant 
ears of  corn using 
pee collected by inter-
ested residents. They 
estimate that one 
adult peecycler 

can support 1/10th of  an acre 
food garden.

Urine luck
So backed by research, 

statistics and an experimental 
mind, Dykers and Van Camp 
are now proud peecyclers. 

“You pee in a commode, 
but it’s just as easy to pee in 
a cup,” Dykers said. “That’s 
how we capture it.”  

They each keep large plas-
tic cups by their bedside and 
near the toilet for when they 
need to go. Those cups then 
get dumped in a five-gallon 
bucket, which they store in 
the shower. When the bucket 
fills, they dump it into the 
large drums outside. When 
those barrels are close to full, 
Dykers adds vinegar and acid 
to help neutralize the smell. 
It doesn’t work too well, but 

IN SILER CITY

Town set 
to acquire 

former bank 
building

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The building 
once housing Carter Bank& 
Trust in downtown Siler City 
is being repurposed by town 
government.

The town of  Siler City has 
negotiated a deal to purchase 
the former bank building, 
located at 101 E. Raleigh St., 
for $100,000, according to a 
document provided in an agen-
da packet for commissioners 
posted on Friday. The struc-
ture, owned by Peoples Na-
tional Bank, has a tax value of  
$257,709. It’s been vacant since 
Carter Bank & Trust closed 
on Oct. 19, according to Town 
Manager Hank Raper. 

The town began talking to 
representatives of  the build-
ing’s owners in January about 
acquiring the former bank. 

“We’re always pursuing new 
opportunities or ventures to 
provide better quality services 
to residents and doing that as 
efficiently and effectively as 
we possibly can,” Raper told 
the News + Record Monday. 
“Carter Bank reached out to us 
originally, and we asked a few 
questions … It’s a big building, 
and that’s something we’d 
want to entertain, if  the price 
was reasonable.”

The town plans to use the 
building for additional office 
space for administrative offices 
— including possibly its Parks 
and Recreation or Community 
Development departments. 
Raper said as the town con-
tinues to grow, the amount of  
staff and services for residents 
will also need to grow. 

With the purchase of  Carter 
Bank, Raper said he and staff 
are hoping to get in front of  the 
inevitable growth coming to 
town hall. 

“It’s not a matter of  if  Siler 

A HEALTH CHECKUP

The new ‘State of the 
County Health Report’ 
is in. Here’s why you 

should read it.
CN+R Staff Report 

Chatham County’s high infant mor-
tality rate, increases in poor mental 
health and deaths from drug over-
doses are among the priority areas 
named in the newly published 2022 
State of  the County Health Report.

The report — just six pages long, 
but full of  charts, data points and 
links to other documents — is part 
of  the county Public Health Depart-
ment’s stated commitment to a fair 
and inclusive Chatham County. It’s 
produced in the years the county 
doesn’t produce a Community Assess-
ment (the 2021 version of  which was 
published last year) and designed to 
provide up-to-date data on key health 
metrics, as well as updates on com-
munity health priorities set in the 
prior assessment. 

Referred to as “SOTCH” by the 
health department, the report—avail-
able at www.chathamcountync.gov/

healthreports — features the latest 
data on topics including health in-
surance, poverty and food insecurity. 
They line up with three Community 
Health Impact Priorities chosen in the 
last Community Assessment (Access 
to Comprehensive Health Services; 
Healthy Eating, Active Living; and 
Economic Resilience) and the three 
priority topics (Mental Health and 
Substance Use; Transportation; and 
Employment/Income).

The report, the department says, 
also provides updates on work done 
by the CCPHD’s divisions and the 
Chatham Health Alliance and its sub-
committees. Each SOTCH also focuses 
on an emerging issue, with this year’s 
report providing updates on work 
done by both the CCPHD and commu-
nity members on harm reduction and 
substance use prevention.

IN THE HOUSE | THE CN+R Q&A

Reives talks voting, 
development and more

CN+R Staff Report

RALEIGH — If  you’re the Democratic 
Leader of  the N.C. House in the midst 
of  a busy (and sometimes contentious) 
legislative session — working on your 
own bills and rallying support on both 
sides of  the aisle for legislation you 
believe in — you’re in near non-stop 
motion.

That’s how Rep. Robert Reives II, 
who represents Chatham County and 
a portion of  Randolph in Raleigh, is 
these days. North Carolina is a busy 
place, and that’s reflected in the halls of  
the Legislative Building on West Jones 
Street. Gov. Roy Cooper’s state budget, 
released last week, is just one of  dozens 
of  issues occupying Reives’ days and 
nights.

Reives, 52, has held a seat in the 
General Assembly since 2014. As House 
Minority Leader, one of  his most diffi-
cult responsibilities is keeping mem-
bers of  his party unified. But there are 
other onerous tasks, as well as those in 
which he delights. At the end of  a long 
day in the legislature last week, Reives 
spoke with the News + Record about a 
number of  topics. 

The interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

Let’s start with the announcement of 
VinFast’s production delay. Any insight on 

your end about it?
I’ve not seen any-

thing that makes me 
think that we’re not 
still a “go,” and that 
everything is in good 
shape. I think all of  
us agreed, including 
VinFast, that they had 
an aggressive sched-

ule. And had things just gone perfectly, 
I think they probably still would have 
been able to stay on schedule.

I don’t think this delay is something 
that would cause me concern.

You’ve co-sponsored the “Freedom to 
Vote Act,” joining Democrats in both the 
House and Senate to address voting rights 
...

Yes, because I think that the bill tries 
to take into account the realities of  
today. And by the realities of  today, I 
mean that you have to think about how 
we operate as a society.

People are working two jobs a lot; 

See BANK, page A3

See REIVES, page A7See REPORT, page A6

Reives

See REUSE, page A7

Dykers
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• Events are subject to change 
based on closures related to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Verify 
with organizers prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA
• The Pittsboro Board of Com-
missioners will meet at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, March 27, at the 
Chatham County Agriculture & 
Conference Center in Pittsboro.

OTHER
• Siler City’s City Hall is cur-
rently under renovation. The 
Planning and Community Devel-
opment Department is now lo-
cated on the first floor and can be 
accessed through the front door 
to City Hall (door facing North 
Second Avenue). Public parking 
is available in the town parking 
lot located along the 100 block of  
East 3rd Street (parking lot is lo-
cated between North 2nd Avenue 
and North Chatham Avenue).
• In recognition of  Women’s 
History Month in March, Cha-
tham Community Library will 
host a virtual film screening 
of  Storming Caesars Palace 
(2022). This program is free and 
open to the public. Access to the 
virtual screening is available 
now, by visiting: https://www.
wmm.com/virtual-screen-
ing-room/storming-caesars- pal-
ace-watch-page-chatham-com-
munity-library. A password is 
required at the time of  viewing. 
Those who are interested may 
contact social.library@cha-

tham libraries.org to request 
the password or for additional 
information. The library has 
purchased a hard copy of  the 
film if  residents who wish to see 
the film miss the virtual screen-
ing window.
• The Goldston Public Library 
announces new events during 
March for the Chatham County 
community to enjoy. Gold-
ston Pop-up Art Gallery runs  
through Friday, March 31. In 
celebration of  Youth Art Month, 
the library will display art pieces 
from surrounding Chatham 
County schools (JS Waters, 
Bennett, Bonlee, and Chatham 
Central), throughout the library.
• The Teen Advisory Board 
(TAB) of  the Chatham Commu-
nity Library announces a Teen 
Poetry Contest. Local teens in 
grades 6-12 are encouraged to 
submit an original poem using 
any poetic form. Submissions 
will be accepted through April 
15. Participants should email 
their submission to Kathleen 
Pierce, Youth Services Library 
Assistant and TAB advisor. 
TAB members will judge the 
submissions. Three $25 gift 
cards to McIntyre’s Books in 
Pittsboro will be awarded. Prizes 
for the Teen Poetry Contest are 
sponsored by the Friends of  the 
Chatham Community Library. 
For more information, indi-
viduals may visit the Chatham 
County Public Libraries website 
www.chathamlibraries.org, or 

contact Youth Services at youth.
services@chathamlibraries.org.
• Wren Memorial Library Learn 
About Food at Your Library: A 
Prepared Pantry for all Situa-
tions, Monday, March 27, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Join us for a presenta-
tion and food demonstration on 
pantry readiness from Regis-
tered Dietitian, Tara Gregory, 
from the N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion - Chatham County Center. 
This event is made possible by 
the Chatham County Libraries 
Food Literacy Center Grant. 
Wren Memorial Library is locat-
ed at 500 North 2nd Avenue, Siler 
City, and may be contacted at 
wren@chathamlibraries.org or 
(919) 742-2016. Information about 
all Chatham County Library 
branches can be found at www.
chathamlibraries.org. 
• Chatham Community Li-
brary is offering free in-person 
classes on Microsoft Excel in 
March.  Class descriptions and 
a registration link can be found 
at www.chathamcountync.gov/
ComputerClasses.  Call 919-
545-8086 or email reference@
chathamlibraries.org for more 
information. Microsoft Excel Ba-
sics, Part 2:  March 27, Monday, 
3:00 pm.  Build on the concepts 
learned in Part 1. Hide, freeze, 
and filter data; use functions 
and formulas; work with charts; 
and more. Participants should 
have prior basic experience with 
Microsoft Excel.
• The Siler City Lions Club 

meeting for next month at Dry 
Dock Seafood Restaurant, 408 
N. 2nd Avenue, will be March 
28 at 6 p.m. Join the Siler City 
Lions Club. Come see how you 
can make a difference in the 
world and your local community. 
We meet the second and fourth 
Tuesday of  each month at 6 
p.m. For more information, visit 
Silercitylions@gmail.com or call 
910-624-5784. Together we serve!
• Applications available for 
Horton High School Alumni 
Association Scholarship for 
the 2023-2024 academic year. 
Descendants  of  a Horton High 
School alumnus or attendee of  
Horton High School are eligible 
to apply. High school graduates, 
college students and graduate 
students are encouraged to 
apply. Application is on our 
website:  hortonhighalumni.com  
Click: Scholarship - Deadline for 
application is June 1, 2023 - Text 
Helen Dark at 919-548-4578 with 
your questions.
• Community Meals: St. Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church in 
Pittsboro distributes two meals 
each week for the benefit of  the 
community. From 12 to 1 p.m. 
each Thursday, the Pittsboro 
Community Lunch (in its 15th 
year!) provides healthy, ready-
to-eat meals to all who come. 
Just arrive hungry! Then from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. each Tuesday, the 
Chatham Chuckwagon pro-
vides cooked/frozen entrees 
that are ideal for quick dinners. 

These meals are provided at no 
cost (although donations are 
welcomed!). Our volunteers 
invite you to join our efforts to 
preserve a caring and sharing 
community spirit. The church is 
located at 204 W. Salisbury St., 
Pittsboro. For more information, 
call 919-542-5679.
• Chatham County Parks and 
Recreation invites the com-
munity to step into spring with 
The EGGstreme Spring Fling. 
This epic Easter egg hunt will 
take place on Saturday, April 1, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Central 
Carolina Community College’s 
Main Campus located at 764 
West Street, Pittsboro. Com-
munity members are invited to 
enjoy many different activities 
that The EGGstreme Spring 
Fling has to offer. There will be 
balloon twisting, hula hoops, 
glitter tattoos, and multiple 
other community organizations 
hosting other spring-themed 
activities, including the Maple 
View Mobile Ice Cream Truck. 
Starting at 11 a.m., there will be 
field games including a sack race 
and water balloon toss. Partici-
pants will have a chance to win 
a prize during these games. The 
egg hunts will begin at noon 
and will wrap up the event. The 
egg hunt will be tiered into age 
groups: under age 3, ages 4 to 
6, ages 7 to 9, and ages 10 and 
older. Community members are 
encouraged to bring their own 
baskets for the egg hunt.
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City is going to grow — 
it’s a matter of  when 
and how soon,” he said. 
“There’s no doubt we’re 
going to need the space, 
but getting an opportuni-
ty to get in and get some-
thing that’s already built 
and well constructed at 
a very reasonable price, 
before prices rise, gives 
us the time to not only 
get in the building, but to 
make the improvements 
that are necessary.”

The building is more 
than 6,500 square feet in 

size and completed main-
tenance on its roof  and 
HVAC last year by the 
bank’s owner, according 
to Raper. With the bulk 
of  crucial work complet-
ed to make the building 
move-in ready, Raper said 
only cosmetic renova-
tions remain. 

“The building is in 
good shape, structurally, 
but it looks like the ‘70s 
if  you walk in,” he said. 
“It’s got that beige, tan 
wallpaper, some thick 
plush carpet to match 
and the spackled ceilings, 
so it needs some work — 
but it’s on the cosmetic 
side.”

Raper said he’s lean-
ing toward relocating 
Parks and Recreation to 
the new location so the 
public can regain access 
to the Fitz Community 
Center, where the depart-
ment operates now. He 
also said he was consider-
ing moving Community 
Development Director 
Jack Meadows and his 
staff there, too. 

In the futurex, Rap-
er said it may become 
necessary to move more 
departments to East Ra-
leigh Street as the town’s 
population and number 
of  employees increase. 

“As the town grows, 

it can really be a com-
plex space,” he said. “As 
the town grows, Town 
Hall is going to have to 
have fewer and fewer 
departments because 
the departments that 
are here are going to get 
bigger … There’s noth-
ing about that building 
(Carter Bank) that’s set 
up so we can only serve 
this certain department 
— it can become usable 
by many different depart-
ments over a long period 
of  time.”

Raper said this allows 
town staff to get a head 
start on preparing for 
inevitable changes com-

ing to the town’s depart-
ments and employees. 
The town doesn’t need 
the extra space “today or 
tomorrow,” he said, but 
it will become necessary 
as people and industries 
— including Wolfspeed, 
already working to 
develop its facility at 
the Chatham Advanced 
Manufacturing site off 
U.S. Hwy. 64 — make 
their way to west Cha-
tham. 

“The town is always 
looking for proactive 
solutions to solve the 
problems of  today and 
tomorrow,” he said. “We 
don’t want to have to 

say, ‘We need to go build 
a building because our 
staff has nowhere to go.’ 
You already have the 
site already bought, ren-
ovated and operational 
and getting it done now 
will save the town a 
lot of  money down the 
road.”

There isn’t an official 
start date for the cosmet-
ic repairs to start on the 
town’s new property, but 
Raper said renovations 
should occur in a six- to 
12 month-long time-
frame. If  supply chain 
shortages or change 
orders placed on the 
projects, it could take 
even longer to complete 
the renovations. 

“If  you start and you 
have all of  your supplies 
and materials on time or 
all your contractors come 
and everything goes ac-
cording to plan, it could 
only last six months,” 
Raper said. “But if  work 
is done wrong and has 
to be redone, or we get 
in there and something 
Carter Bank told us was 
great about this building 
isn’t right, where we’ll 
have to do a change order 
to the project, will result 
in a delay.”

Raper said this is a step 
in the right direction for 
the town, and he hopes 
this proactive purchase 
will help set the town up 
for success when adding 
staff in the future. 

“It’s a long-term in-
vestment,” he said. “It’s 
something we’re really 
excited about acquiring 
and utilizing, but we’re 
not moving in tomorrow. 
We’re gonna take our 
time and make sure we 
do this project right.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @HeedenTay-
lor.

BANK
Continued from page A1

Pittsboro hires Jonathan Franklin as town manager
Town Engineer 

Kent Jackson will 
serve as interim
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The town’s 
board of  commissioners voted 
unanimously last Tuesday to 
hire Jonathan Franklin as Pitts-
boro’s new town manager. He 
will begin his tenure on May 1. 

“Mr. Franklin has served 
the communities of  Newton, 
Louisburg and Maysville with 
distinction and brings those 
experiences and talent to us,” 

Mayor Cindy Perry said. “His 
expertise with utility infra-
structure is key to our future.”

Franklin’s appointment 
comes after seven months 
of  searching for a full-time 
manager after Chris Kennedy 
resigned from the position 
back in August. Franklin has 
worked as the city manager 
for Newton since last May. He 
previously served as the town 
administrator for Louisburg 
from 2015 until his tenure in 
Newton.

“The board and I welcome 
him, his family, and his keen 
interest in helping Pittsboro 
address growth,” Perry said. 
“We have a shared vision to re-
main a vibrant and welcoming 

community.”
Tuesday’s vote came after 

last Monday night’s closed 
session was recessed.

In a story in the Hickory 
Daily Record on Franklin 
shortly after his appointment 
for the city of  Newton, he out-
lined three goals for the town: 
expand wastewater treatment, 
finish the city’s downtown 
streetscape project and focus 
on economic development 
efforts. 

Franklin was able to secure 
$34 million for Newton’s waste-
water treatment plant project 
within the first three months 
of  his tenure there, authorize 
the installation of  new water, 
sewer and road infrastructure 

in Newton, and help bring 
more businesses to the city’s 
downtown district. 

Franklin told the Daily 
Record he saw each goal as “an 
economic development issue,” 
which needed to be addressed 
before industries and business-
es could establish themselves 
in a community.

“Anywhere from having an 
industrial site to making sure 
the city is walkable,” he was 
quoted as saying. “I mean, it’s 
all economic development. 
Folks who are industry people, 
folks moving in for retail, 
whatever it is, they’re going to 
look at what the community 
looks like, the quality of  life 
and all the things that make up 

key core city services.”
In the meantime, Pittsboro 

commissioners have appointed 
Kent Jackson to serve as the 
interim town manager until 
Franklin’s first day in May. 
Jackson will resume his role of  
town engineer when Franklin 
begins in May.

“We have an extremely tal-
ented and committed staff and 
board,” Jackson said in a state-
ment after his appointment. 
“My top priority is to support 
them, collaborate, and strive to 
reach our full potential. We’re 
all in.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com. 

New bill could bring funding, recognition  
to Haw River Trail

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

A proposed bill in the North Carolina 
General Assembly could bring addi-
tional funding, recognition and access 
to the Haw River Trail by designating it 
as an official state trail.

Senate Bill 100 would allow trail 
projects along the Haw River to be com-
petitive in state grant funds and give it 
further recognition. 

“Achieving the designation of  a state 
trail will increase the opportunities for 
grant funds and will encourage trail 
use by increasing awareness,” said 
Sen. Amy Galey (R-Dist. 25), the bill’s 
primary sponsor, in a statement to the 
News + Record. “Conservation efforts 
for the Haw River are very important in 
part because it feeds into Jordan Lake, 
which is a drinking water source for 
hundreds of  thousands of  people.”

The bill already has bipartisan 
support and is also sponsored by Sen. 
Natalie Murdock (D-Dist. 20), who 
represents Chatham and a portion of  
Durham County in the General As-
sembly. A companion bill was also filed 
in the N.C. House of  Representatives, 
House Bill 124, which also received 
bipartisan support, including from Rep. 
Robert Reives II (D-Dist. 54).

Both bills were approved in commit-
tee hearings — including unanimous 
approval by the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Energy Environment — 

and look slated to be passed this week 
(neither was officially approved by 
press time Tuesday). 

The planned Haw River Trail cor-
ridor extends approximately 80 miles 
along the Haw River from Haw River 
State Park on the Rockingham-Guilford 
County line through Alamance County 
to Jordan Lake State Recreational Area 
in Chatham County.

There are 12 state trails in N.C. 
Being recognized as a state trail means 
it is recognized as part of  a regional 
network and partnership. According to 
N.C. State Parks, a state trail is com-
posed of  multiple connected sections, 
and each section of  the trail is spon-
sored by a state or federal agency, local 
government or private landowner.

That recognition also makes funding 
applications more attractive for grant 
applications. For example, in 2021 the 
General Assembly passed a one-time 
fund of  $29 million to “Complete the 
Trails,” but the fund was only available 
to officially recognized state trails. 

One of  the people instrumental in 
bringing the legislation to the legisla-
tive floor was Gretchen Smith, pres-
ident of  Friends of  the Lower Haw 
River. Two years ago, Smith helped 
form a steering committee to help 
Chatham County begin designing its 
portion of  the Haw River Trail. She saw 
nearby trails like Deep River Trail get 
state designations in recent years and 
wanted similar recognition for the Haw. 

“I had been working on a draft bill,” 
Smith said. “I always figured when 
you’re asking someone to do some-
thing, it’s easier to go ahead and do the 
work and draft something.”

She drafted her bill based on the leg-
islation of  other nearby trails that had 
been recognized as state trails, then 
brought it to the desk of  Sen. Galey. 
The man who got it on her desk was 
Bill Holman, a Pittsboro resident and 
N.C. director of  the Conservation Fund, 
which aids state and federal agencies 
with conservation projects 

“I think the legislation really com-
plements the efforts already underway 
by the county to provide more trails,” 
Holman said. “With the rapid growth in 
the county, it’s really important to con-
serve some areas and provide outdoor 
recreation.”

Holman said he believes the bills 
have bipartisan support because of  
growing interest in trails in the wake of  
the Covid pandemic. With people look-
ing to get outside more, trails offered 
a refuge for exercise and recreation. 
Usage of  trails has continued at high 
rates, even after the peaks of  the pan-
demic surge have passed.

Smith said it was fitting S.B. 100 was 
introduced on Valentine’s Day because 
the bill was a labor of  love for the trail 
she’s devoted so much time and energy 
toward. But the real symbol of  love 
would be seeing the bill become official 
— making Haw River Trail the 13th 

official N.C. State Trail.
“There’s a status and recognition 

that you get from being designated a 
state trail,” Smith said. “It carries more 
marketing clout.”

Holman said Haw River Trail was 
worthy of  becoming lucky number 13 
because of  the substantial investment 
already put into the trail by Alamance 
and Chatham counties. The trail also 
serves as a connector between two 
state parks: Haw River State Park and 
Jordan Lake State Park.

The other advantage is the Haw River 
Trail could work with N.C. State Trail 
Planners to assist with technical assis-
tance, design, marketing and more on 
trail projects for the Haw.

Ben Rippe, Chatham County Parks 
and Recreation trails and open space 
planner, would work directly with state 
trail planners in the Haw River. He said 
getting the designation would bring a 
huge boost to the county by giving it 
outreach potential and a better way to 
engage with stakeholders.

“State Parks would kind of  take [the 
trail] under their wing once sections 
are completed and designated,” Rippe 
said. “So they would have it on their 
maps, advertise access points, trail-
heads, destinations, etc.”

Rippe began working with Cha-
tham County in January, and pre-
viously served alongside state trail 

See BILL, page A7



An appreciation for our taxes at work
A traffic light has been installed 

near my home. Will this new traffic 
light cost me time? Likely.

Yet, I couldn’t be happier about it. 
The light is at a dangerous T in the 
road where traffic turns left and right 
onto a busy two-lane street. There 
have been many seri-ous accidents, a 
few of  which my kids and I have driv-
en past. Surveying the wreckage, I’ve 
muttered, “We need a traffic light.”

It’s like someone waved a wand 
— “Your wish is my command!” My 

5-year-old daughter says it is “magic.”
Santa and the tooth fairy come to our home. How 

does the jolly man in the red suit make it around the 
world in one night? Magic! How does the tiny winged 
creature know to look under a pillow? Magic!

But a traffic light is not installed overnight. It hap-
pens because of  hard-working people.

First, there was a study of  the traffic flow in which 
black lines were laid across the road to count the num-
ber of  cars. Further attention had to be given to the 
elec-tric grid. Committees met to review the paperwork.

(I am a Presbyterian pastor, so I know committees 
can be hard work.)

As we travel this road nearly every day, the kids and 
I watched the traffic light going up. We marveled at the 
giant posthole diggers and cranes that lifted the huge 
wooden posts. We cheered the workers high in the air 
stretching cables across the road and electricians with 
handheld drills fitting small wiring.

These workers were outside in the heat and cold 
as the weather swung wildly over the past couple of  
weeks. Yet, every time we stopped, someone gave us a 

wave and a smile.
According to a “Frequently Asked Questions” docu-

ment on the North Carolina Department of  Transpor-
tation website, this traffic signal could cost upwards of  
$100,000 and run up an electric bill of  several thousand 
dollars a year. Our taxes will pay for all of  it.

I think one of  the reasons we complain about taxes is 
that you and I don’t always see the direct benefit of  our 
money, (even though we literally drive, eat, drink and 
bathe because of  it every single day).

Now there is a new traffic light. It’s only fair to point 
out that this is our tax money at work. And it’s import-
ant to teach our children that, while some things are 
magic, others are a product of  our democratic govern-
ment working for us.

Yes, a traffic light will cost me in terms of  my time 
and taxes.

But that child who believes in magic? Her safety is 
priceless.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chapel in the 
Pines Presbyterian Church. His newly-published book 
is a collection of  his columns for the Chatham News + 
Record titled “Hope Matters: Churchless Sermons.”

GUEST COLUMN | BUCK RYAN

Echoes of shock and awe about the war
There’s 

something 
about shock 
and awe that 
sticks with 
you.

Twenty 
years ago, my 
workshop for 
newspaper 
journalists 

at a conference center outside 
Warsaw, Poland, was interrupt-
ed with the breaking news that 
the U.S. and “a coalition of  the 
willing” had invaded Iraq.

As that coalition included 900 
troops from Poland, you can 
only imagine my awe when the 
workshop’s format got flipped 
on its head. Suddenly the top 
editors of  Poland’s newspapers 
started interviewing me — an 
American — for articles about 
the meaning of  the invasion.

“The first casualty of  war is 
truth,” I told them, so be care-
ful of  whatever you think is 

“news,” especially in the early 
days of  a conflict. It’s not an 
original idea, as the quote has 
echoed through history since 
Aeschylus (525 B.C.-456 B.C.), 
the Greek father of  tragedy on 
stage.

But it was the best I could 
do, and it satisfied the journal-
ists, including a group from 
Ukraine who had traveled 16 
hours by car. Later I was sent 
a copy of  a newspaper article 
with a nice photo of  me and the 
quote in Polish.

I had booked the workshop 
far in advance knowing I would 
be free of  teaching duties on 
Spring Break 2003. Day by day, 
leading up to my departure, I 
could see the war coming. As I 
traveled through airports, the 
screaming front-page head-
lines were eerily the same: 
“The Last Chance.”

President George W. Bush 
had traveled to the Azores is-
lands off Portugal to announce 

with European leaders that 
they were giving Iraq’s lead-
er, Saddam Hussein, the last 
chance to give up his weap-
ons, including those of  mass 
destruction.

One British newspaper deliv-
ered an alternative view with 
its own screaming headline, 
“The Last Charade.” And, 
indeed, Bush made the fateful 
decision to invade Iraq with 
“shock and awe” blazing from 
March 19 to 21, 2003.

So began one of  America’s 
longest wars, which officially 
ended twice (2009, 2011) after 
“mission accomplished” (2003), 
though we still have U.S. troops 
in Iraq.

Over the years Bush deflect-
ed questions about the Iraq 
War’s impact, saying it would 
take at least 20 years to know. 
Well, 20 years is up.

Any reflections on the mean-
ing of  America’s wars must 
begin with heartfelt thanks 

to those who served and their 
families, especially those whose 
loved ones lost a piece of  their 
bodies or minds, or their lives. 
Then we must pay our respects 
to all the civilians who died or 
were injured. War is hell — no 
originality there, either.

If  you have not binge-
watched the television series 
“Turn: Washington’s Spies,” 
I highly recommend it, as the 
episodes cast light on war and 
the press from our violent, yet 
triumphant, beginning. Little 
has changed, really.

As I have often lectured to 
my Journalism 101 students, 
they must be loyal to truth, 
though that’s easier said than 
done. Truth has at least three 
dimensions: what people are 
telling you, what’s really going 
on, and what can be seen from 
a historical perspective.

George Washington, the fa-
ther of  our country, could not 
have succeeded at war without 

deception.
As painful as it is now, you 

can watch President Bush’s na-
tional address on the rationale 
for the Iraq War, Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney’s prediction 
of  a short conflict on “Meet 
the Press” and General Colin 
Powell’s speech to the United 
Nations on “facts” about weap-
ons of  mass destruction.

As the great Aretha Franklin 
once asked: “Who’s Zoomin’ 
Who?”

Were they duping us, or were 
they duped? No matter, the 
first casualty of  war is truth. 
Just keep that in mind, as to-
day you listen to “news” about 
the war in Ukraine.

Buck Ryan is a journalism 
professor at the University of  
Kentucky. He is conducting a 
“participatory case study” of  
the Chatham News + Record, 
which he considers a model 
community newspaper.

Here’s a 
prescription 

for getting well
A few days ago, I spent 

the better part of  those days 
battling a tummy bug of  some 
sort.

I’m not sure where this 
case of  Montezuma’s Revenge 
came from, since I haven’t 
eaten in Mexico for some time. 
And I’d hate to think it came 
from the four pounds of  choc-
olate-chip cookies I had over 
the weekend.

But wherever it came from, it was a tough 
nut. I’ve been told an animal of  this description 
is making the rounds through the community, 
sort of  a last “hurrah” to winter, and that lots of  
folks are in similar misery.

Fortunately things are on the upswing. Lots 
of  liquids, sleep, soup and other aids go a long 
way in improving the general situation.

But when you’re under the weather, at least 
when I’m under the weather, I do a lot of  think-
ing and remembering, mixed in with the sleep-
ing. And invariably, when I’m a sick little boy, 
I remember the days when I really was a sick 
little boy and my Mama would take care of  me.

That’s not to say I don’t have a great nurse 
now when the need arises. She’s super-attentive, 
anticipates many of  my needs and is ever pres-
ent with whatever. Her kind words and gentle 
hands go a long way toward recovery... and I’ve 
needed all that recently.

Now as I ponder the entire matter, I think the 
difference is that at my ripe old age of  39-plus I 
understand the situation, what needs to be done 
and how long it all will take.

But when you’re 7 years old, all you know is 
you’re sick and your tummy feels like the Pack-
ers are facing third and long, and all you want is 
for it all to go a-w-a-y.

So into that world I’d go, under my Mama’s 
watchful eye, made even sharper because she 
was a nurse (professionally, not just as my 
mother). When I got the flu or galloping crud or 
whatever of  the day, she’d pile me up in her big 
ol’ bed, let me turn on her bedside radio (which 
was always tuned to WPTF, because that’s 
where Bill Jackson was) and bring me Pepsi or 
Coke or whatever on a regular basis.

Then at the appropriate times there would 
be the necessary medicine but that was always 
chased with more Pepsi or Coke, and as often as 
I wanted, there were bowls of  tomato or chicken 
noodle soup. And, to top it all off, she’d sur-
round me with my stack of  10-cent comic books. 

My only complaint about the comic books is 
that one day when I was home from college I 
ventured into the basement only to learn she’d 
done some early spring cleaning and trashed 
the comics. If  I had them today they’d be worth 
considerably more than the dime I paid apiece 
for them.

I guess what I’m trying to say is being sick 
carries not only a physical dimension but the 
need for information and understanding. If  
you’re ever under the weather, don’t hesitate to 
ask questions, especially ones like “How much 
longer will all this last?” or “When am I going to 
feel better?”

And if  you’re the caregiver for someone who 
is under the weather, tie on another layer of  pa-
tience and understanding. It won’t last forever.

And if  you’ve got a stack of  Donald Duck or 
Bugs Bunny comic books lying around any-
where, give me a call. I know someone who 
could use them.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham County and 
retired long-time managing editor of  the Cha-
tham News/Chatham Record, having written a 
weekly column for more than 30 years. During 
most of  his time with the newspapers, he was 
also a bi-vocational pastor and today serves 
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second time as 
pastor.
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Territorial dispute?
TO THE EDITOR:

I should be able to resist echo-
ing the criticism of  so many — 
but I can’t. When Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis labeled Putin’s war 
against Ukraine a “territorial 
dispute,” the ridicule was rightly 
quick and sharp from his fellow 
republicans. 

As Florida Sen. Marco Rubio 
explained to DeSantis, “It’s not a 
territorial dispute any more than it 
would be a territorial dispute if  the 
United States decided that it wanted 
to invade Canada or take over the 
Bahamas. Just because someone 
claims something doesn’t mean it 

belongs to them.”  
As Sen. Lindsey Graham of  

South Carolina noted, “If  Putin 
loses in Ukraine, then the world 
resets in all the right ways. If  he 
wins in Ukraine and the west ca-
pitulates just like in the past, more 
conflict is coming. When it comes 
to Putin, you either pay now or pay 
later.”

Texas Sen. John Cornyn added: 
“It’s important for us to continue 
to support Ukrainians for our own 
security. The most effective way to 
keep American troops out of  the 
line of  fire is to help the Ukrainians 
stop Putin now, before his conquest 
moves even further west.”  

While touting his book, “The 

Courage to Be Free,” Mr. DeSantis 
ironically doesn’t seem to under-
stand or have the courage for what 
it takes to sustain freedom and 
democracy. 

As our Sen. Tillis remarked in 
objecting to DeSantis’ assessment, 
“There’s a humanitarian crisis. 
There are war crimes being commit-
ted.” The brutality of  Putin’s war 
should remind all of  the failure of  
appeasement. 

So, Mr. DeSantis, please don’t 
follow the lies and mischaracteriza-
tions of  Putin and Tucker Carlson. 
Let’s leave “territorial disputes” to 
homeowner associations. 

Dennis W. Streets
Pittsboro

LETTERS

As we travel this road nearly every day, the 
kids and I watched the traffic light going 
up. We marveled at the giant posthole 
diggers and cranes that lifted the huge 
wooden posts. We cheered the workers 
high in the air stretching cables across the 
road and electricians with handheld drills 
fitting small wiring.
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Labor participation is falling again
The U.S. 

Bureau of  La-
bor Statistics 
just released 
its latest 
jobs report 
for North 
Carolina and 
the rest of  
the country. 
As usual, the 
report con-

tained a mixture of  good news 
and bad.

First the good. Our headline 
unemployment rate of  3.8% 
isn’t just low. It’s much lower 
than our 5.3% average rate 
over the last decade. And it’s 
way, way lower than the 14.2% 
spike we suffered during the 
Covid-19-induced Great Sup-
pression.

Some of  that historically low 
unemployment rate is attrib-
utable not to what is present 
— economic growth and robust 
job creation — but to what is 
absent. 

In February 2020, just before 
the pandemic hit, 61.2% of  
working-aged North Caro-

linians were either employed 
or actively looking for a job. 
That rate plummeted to 56.5% 
in April 2020, then began to 
rebound. By March 2022, our 
labor-force participation had 
returned to its pre-COVID 
mark of  61.2%.

Alas, as of  January 2023, it’s 
back down to 60.4%. Roughly 
6,000 fewer North Carolinians 
are working or actively looking 
for jobs now than was true 
last summer. In the workforce 
department, we’re headed in 
the wrong direction.

Obviously this number is too 
low to constitute a crisis. About 
5 million people are currently 
employed in North Carolina. In 
most sectors and communities, 
the challenge isn’t finding a 
job. It’s finding people willing 
to fill vacant jobs. That would 
be true even if  we could woo 
those 6,000 missing workers 
back into the market.

Moreover, our recent down-
tick isn’t unique. Labor-force 
participation has also dropped 
in our neighboring states of  
South Carolina, Georgia and 

Tennessee, though it rose in 
Virginia. Nationally, the rate 
reached 62.5% last month, 
the highest since the onset of  
Covid.

In previous columns, I’ve 
pitched several ideas for induc-
ing more people into the labor 
market. We need to induce 
more hard-working Americans 
to relocate to North Carolina in 
the first place.

As for our current popula-
tion, we need more effective re-
sponses to pervasive substance 
abuse and mental illness. And 
we need to keep reforming our 
public-assistance programs to 
ensure the government doesn’t 
present North Carolinians 
with disincentives to work.

The main point I want to 
make today, though, is that 
policymakers shouldn’t take 
our continued success for 
granted. Has North Carolina 
had one of  the fastest-grow-
ing economies in the country 
over the past four years? Yep. 
Are we experiencing another 
multi-billion-dollar surplus in 
state revenue? Yep. Has past 

state legislation made North 
Carolina a national leader in 
tax reform, regulatory reform 
and school choice? Yep.

But many of  our competi-
tors have been innovating, too. 
Their economies are growing. 
Their government coffers are 
full, too. We can’t afford to be 
complacent or self-congratula-
tory. We need to press ahead.

Pushing the policy envelope 
isn’t about earning plaudits 
from national associations. 
It isn’t about checking to-do 
items off a list. In this case, it’s 
about bringing more North 
Carolinians off the sidelines of  
the labor market so they can 
find jobs that fit their skills and 
aspirations.

There are as many specific 
paths to happiness as there are 
individuals pursuing them. 
That being said, even the most 
meandering of  paths will make 
some common stops. One of  
those stops is meaningful work. 
It’s not just about the material 
benefits. To have meaningful 
work to do is to feel needed 
and have a sense of  personal 

agency. That’s why fostering 
investment, job creation and 
entrepreneurship represents 
more than just an economic 
agenda. It’s a humanitarian 
one.

Government has a con-
structive role to play in 
creating the conditions for 
growth. It promotes public 
safety and the rule of  law. 
It finances certain public 
goods that can’t be provided 
by purely voluntary means. 
In performing these tasks, it 
should endeavor to keep its 
tax and regulatory burdens as 
low as possible.

“I favor the policy of  econo-
my, not because I wish to save 
money, but because I wish to 
save people,” Calvin Coolidge 
said in his 1925 inaugural ad-
dress. “Economy is idealism in 
its most practical form.”

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member. His 
latest books, Mountain Folk 
and Forest Folk, combine epic 
fantasy with early American 
history (FolkloreCycle.com).

JOHN HOOD
John Locke 
Foundation

Did we learn 
anything?

Was it all in vain?
Were the things we did over the 

last three years attempting to stem 
the Covid-19 epidemic worthwhile?

Or was it a useless, unnecessary 
effort?

Novak Djokovic, probably the 
best tennis player in the world, was 
denied entry into our country to 
play in this month’s Miami Open 
because he continued to refuse to be 

vaccinated against Covid.
His situation raised again the question of  whether 

it was wise to require individuals to accept vaccina-
tion as a requirement for work or school.

And it raises the question of  when and if  people 
must wear masks in order to attend school or univer-
sities or to work or for other gatherings.

Did we overdo the restrictions that we imposed to 
restrict the spread of  Covid?

The debate continues.
New York Times columnist Bret Stephens, writ-

ing in the Feb. 21 issue of  The Wall Street Journal, 
defends critics of  the mask requirements:

“But when it comes to the population level benefits 
of  masking, the verdict is in:

“Mask mandates were a bust.
“Those skeptics who were furiously mocked as 

cranks and occasionally censored as ‘misinformers’ 
for opposing mandates were right. The mainstream 
experts and pundits who supported mandates were 
wrong. In a better world, it would behoove the latter 
group to acknowledge their error, along with its 
considerable physical, psychological, pedagogical and 
pollical costs.                 

“But whatever the reason, mask mandates were 
a fool’s errand from the start. they may have creat-
ed a false sense of  safety — and thus permission to 
resume semi-normal life.” 

Are you persuaded?
Not so fast.
First consider a column Tom Frieden, director of  

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention from 
2009 to 2017, wrote in the March 17 issue of  The Wall 
Street Journal. Frieden defends masks, vaccinations, 
and other efforts to contain the epidemic.

After describing the devastation caused by the 
pandemic, he concedes, “And yet, deadly as it was, 
the pandemic could have been deadlier. Three inter-
ventions saved lives: vaccination, measures to reduce 
infections (especially closures of  indoor activities and 
mask-wearing) and medical care (including hospital 
care and antiviral medications).”

Vaccinations, he says, are especially effective.
“Although the protection that vaccination offers 

against infection wanes after a few months and 
protection against severe disease decreases some-
what after four to six months, vaccines have been 
strikingly effective at reducing the risk of  death, 
especially the mRNA vaccines produced by Pfiz-
er and Moderna. In the U.S. in the last quarter of  
2022, people who had been vaccinated and boosted 
were about 10 times less likely than unvaccinated 
people to be killed by Covid and two to three times 
less likely than people who were vaccinated but not 
boosted.”

Mask-wearing mandates are less than perfect, 
Frieden concedes, especially in schools. “In the U.S. 
and many other countries, however, schools were 
closed when they could have remained open, with 
devastating educational, social and economic harms. 
Mandates to close and open businesses were not 
tightly tied to real-time data, and the decision-making 
process of  balancing costs and benefits was not trans-
parent, creating avoidable antagonism and distrust. 
The simple truth that controlling any pandemic is 
essential for economic progress was often lost, along 
with many lives that did not have to be.”

We may have different ideas about the most effec-
tive way to fight pandemics, but one thing is certain. 
There will be another outbreak.

Therefore, even recognizing the difficulties caused 
by fixed and hard opinions, we must continue plan-
ning and preparing and, working to reach agreement, 
when possible, about how to respond to the next 
pandemic.

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

What took so long? 
When the 

Affordable Care 
Act was passed 
it contained an 
option for states 
to extend Med-
icaid coverage 
to adults with 
an income up 
to 133% of the 
federal poverty 
level, beginning 

in January 2104. To date, 39 states 
have adopted the expansion, which 
provides for the federal govern-
ment to pay 90% of the costs to en-
roll new recipients, with the states 
responsible for the other 10%.

North Carolina debated the 
expansion initially and determined 
not to participate for several 
reasons. The biggest was there was 
no guarantee that the 90% match 
would be permanent and North 
Carolina might have to eventually 
pick up those costs. Also, lawmak-
ers were concerned about North 
Carolina’s administration of  Med-
icaid and wanted reforms, which 
they passed. So, nothing happened. 
Roy Cooper made it a cornerstone 
issue in his gubernatorial cam-
paign in 2016 and has been prod-
ding our lawmakers ever since. 

More and more states, both 
red and blue, decided to expand 
Medicaid, but our legislature 
wouldn’t budge. Why? It appeared 
our lawmakers didn’t care about 
people who couldn’t afford health 
insurance. Other states were sign-
ing on to expansion, so why did 
North Carolina refuse to consider 
it? Then it dawned on me. It was 
political. Medicaid expansion had 
Barack Obama’s fingerprints all 
over it, and North Carolina’s Re-
publican leaders in the legislature 
didn’t want to do anything that 
might validate Obama.

Political polls have consistently 
shown that people support the 
expansion. A December 2022 poll 
indicated 78% favored expansion — 
even 64% of Republicans agreed. 
Hospitals across our state agreed 
to furnish the other 10 percent of  
the cost, meaning Medicaid expan-

sion wouldn’t cost North Carolina 
taxpayers an additional cent. Hos-
pitals acknowledged that people 
without health insurance show 
up in their emergency rooms for 
treatment of  any and everything. 
ER service is the most expensive of  
most any treatment and hospitals 
realized it would save them money 
for more people to have health 
insurance and see regular docs.

Finally, in 2021 (after more than 
half  the states had taken advan-
tage of  the federal dollars to help 
poor people) there was a crack in 
the iceberg. Legislative leaders 
finally recognized the inevita-
bility of  Medicaid expansion. 
Each house of  the legislature had 
separate approaches. One would 
expand Medicaid, but in turn the 
state would revoke certificate of  
need laws, a provision hospitals 
wouldn’t accept. Another cham-
ber would expand Medicaid with 
the provision that the scope of  
practice for nurse practitioners 
and physician assistants be 
expanded, allowing them to have 
more authority to perform certain 
procedures. But doctors wouldn’t 
agree to that notion. Back and 
forth, back and forth they argued, 
refusing to just pass a clean Med-
icaid expansion bill. 

All the while, North Carolina 
was losing an estimated $8 billion 
a year in federal funding — mon-
ey that would have improved the 
health of  many and kept them 
from clogging up our emergency 
rooms. You had to believe that if  
the House and Senate were really 
desirous of  expanding Medicaid, 
they could have resolved the issue.

Finally, in early March the 
stalemate was breached. Credit 
Senate President Pro Tem Phil 
Berger for making it happen. 
Certificate of  Need laws would 
be modified. No scope of  practice 
expansion was included, however, 
that is expected to be tackled later 
in the session. 

There was widespread rejoicing. 
At last, our legislature was doing 
the right thing and would provide 
health insurance to 600,000 citi-

zens earning less than the federal 
poverty level. And hospitals will 
pay North Carolina’s 10% match, 
meaning state taxpayers won’t be 
on the hook for any more money.

But before you get out the 
balloons, streamers and celebra-
tion cake, you need to hear what 
the late Paul Harvey said is “the 
rest of  the story.” The measure 
lawmakers considered isn’t a 
clean stand-alone bill. There are 
caveats. Medicaid expansion will 
be included in the budget bill that 
needs passing by June 30. If  a bud-
get isn’t approved by that date, the 
whole expansion issue is dead. 

Once again, our lawmakers 
are playing politics with people’s 
health. They are setting Gov. Coo-
per up for a “truth or dare” scenar-
io. You can be sure the budget bill 
that lands on Gov. Cooper’s desk 
will contain lots of their conserva-
tive agenda. It might be abortion 
reform, perhaps more tax cuts, fur-
ther reductions to executive powers 
… perhaps all of the above or more.

Gov. Cooper will be faced with 
the real conundrum of signing 
a budget bill that contains many 
undesirable features, things that 
really shouldn’t be included in a 
document that deals primarily with 
numbers. If  he finds the budget 
noxious and vetoes it, he will have 
killed his signature campaign issue. 

Further, there are enough votes 
in the Senate or overturn that veto 
and the House will only need one 
Democrat to join the override vote. 
Either way Gov. Cooper is being set 
up. It’s partisan politics again.

I would like to think I’m wrong 
and that our legislative leaders 
have good motives to help those 
less fortunate, but call me a doubt-
ing Thomas.

Stay tuned.

Tom Campbell is a former assis-
tant N.C. State Treasurer and was 
the creator/host of  N.C. SPIN, a 
weekly statewide television discus-
sion of  N.C. issues that aired on 
UNC-TV until 2020. Contact him at 
tomcamp@carolinabroadcasting.
com.

TOM 
CAMPBELL
N.C. Spin
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“The SOTCH is not as 
in-depth nor as exten-
sive as a Community 
Assessment, but it is still 
a key touchpoint for us 
as we work to improve 
health and well-being in 
Chatham County,” said 
Zachary Horner, com-
munications specialist 
and public information 
officer for the CCPHD. 
“We hope community 
members, businesses, 
nonprofits, and other 
organizations and stake-
holders can look to this 
report as a reminder of  
where, as a community, 
we’re succeeding and 
where we have opportu-
nities to make improve-
ments. For the Chatham-
ite who wants a snapshot 
of  where Chatham is 
right now, we encour-
age you to visit www.
chathamcountync.gov/
healthreports and check 
this one out.”

Julie Wilkerson, the 
executive director of  
the Chatham Health 
Alliance, said the report 
“highlights the work our 
agencies are doing to 
further the wellbeing of  
our community based on 
the priorities identified 
by the Chatham commu-
nity.” 

“We hope that through 
this report we are staying 
transparent and account-
able to the community 
and encouraging commu-
nity members and agency 
partners to join us in 
addressing these health 
priorities,” Wilkerson 
added.

The News + Record 
spoke to Horner, who 
designed the report, to 
find out more.

Why put together a 
report like this?

Not only is this a 
requirement for local 
health departments, it is 
a way to track progress 
on priority health topics, 
highlight initiatives 
of  the Public Health 
Department and Cha-
tham Health Alliance, 
and recognize emerging 
issues important to the 
health of  our communi-
ty. State of  the County 
Health reports are due to 
the state each year health 
departments do not 
produce Community As-
sessments, which we did 
last year. However, the 
Community Assessment 
we produced was marked 
as 2021, so we decided to 
make this year’s report 
anyway. We also do it 
because 1) we like to and 
2) data is critical to public 
health. There are 10 
Essential Public Health 
Standards as promoted 
by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion, and three of  them 
have to do with assess-
ment, investigation and 
communication of  health 
issues. The Community 
Assessment does that in 
full, while this provides a 
yearly update.

Tell us about what’s 
different in this year’s com-
pared to past years.

There are certain 
things that have to be 
covered each year, like 
standard health out-
comes data, updated data 
on previously determined 
priority areas, and up-
dates on work done both 
by the Chatham County 
Public Health Depart-
ment and our friends at 
the Chatham Health Alli-
ance. The key difference 
this year — that it is fo-
cusing on new priorities 
from our recent Commu-
nity Assessment. It also 
highlights the growing 
concern of  substance use 
and overdoses. 

Is there a particular piece 
of data that stands out to 
you?

We were able to use 
updated data from the 
U.S. Census Bureau and 
the American Commu-
nity Survey to provide 
information on a num-
ber of  topics, including 

percent of  residents 
living in poverty and 
percent that don’t have 
health insurance. While 
Chatham County fares 
better than North Caro-
lina in both respects, it’s 
important to remember 
that these overall num-
bers don’t tell the whole 
story. That’s where the 
SOTCH should always 
be viewed in the context 
of  the previous Com-
munity Assessment and 
breakdowns of  this data 
by race/ethnicity, age, 
geography, etc. 

As far as a particular 
piece of  data that stood 
out to me, infant mortal-
ity does. As the report 
states, and I’ll quote here: 
“Healthy moms and ba-
bies are a primary repro-
ductive health goal and 
an area where the United 
States is not performing 
well. Chatham County’s 
infant health outcomes 
are relatively poor. The 
infant mortality rate in 
Chatham County from 
2016-2020 was 9.4 per 1,000 
live births, which was 
higher than North Caro-
lina’s rate of  7 per 1,000 
live births.”

The report mentions 
a new program with the 
health department, the 
Safe Kids Chatham Car Seat 
Program. Why is this some-
thing the health department 
is pursuing and doing?

Research shows that 
proper car seat use re-
duces the risk for injury 
in a crash by 71 to 82% 
in children compared 
to just using a seat belt. 
Our trained and certified 
Child Passenger Safety 
Technicians — we have 
five now, and they’re 
all amazing — provide 
car seat installation, 
education and inspection 
at no cost for anyone 
with small children, 
regardless of  county of  
residence. As someone 
who has watched these 
folks work in educating 
my wife and me on car 
seat installation for our 
new baby, I can tell you 
firsthand that they are 
knowledgeable, compas-
sionate and friendly. One 
key emphasis is installing 
it and using it correctly. 
It’s wild how many things 
on that car seat can be 
slightly misused and 
decrease safety. To learn 
more about this program, 
visit www.chathamcoun-
tync.gov/carseat.

I also want to give a 
shout out to our partner 
the Chatham Health Al-
liance and all the things 
they’ve been doing. See 
the full report to see 
everything, but I love 
the work they’ve been 
doing to get SNAP/EBT 
accepted at Chatham 
County farmers markets. 
It’s a key initiative to help 
make good, nutritious 
food available for more 
folks at affordable prices.

The emerging issue in the 
report for 2022 is harm re-
duction and substance use. 
Multiple county agencies 
are working on lowering the 
number of drug overdose 
deaths and substance use 
prevention. What is the 
public health angle to this 
issue?

Generally, public 
health is concerned with 
health and well-being of  
people. Addiction and 
drug abuse affects peo-
ple’s health and well-be-
ing. That’s why it’s a pub-
lic health issue. A public 
health approach, or angle 
as you put it, is called 
harm reduction. The goal 
of  harm reduction is in 
its name, literally trying 
to reduce the harm that 
people who use drugs 
may suffer from drug use 
and misuse. 

We created a Sub-
stance Use Prevention 
and Harm Reduction 
Action Team within our 
department to bring 
folks from across the 
public health spectrum 
together to find solutions 
and take action to try to 
decrease these overdose 
deaths we continue to 
see, sadly, in Chatham 
County. We’ve produced 
a lot of  new communi-

cations materials, both 
in print and online, and 
we’re upping our supply 
and availability of  Nal-
oxone, a medication that 
provides instant reversal 
to opioid overdoses. One 
of  our social workers, 
Sam Owusu, has con-
vened an advisory/
outreach committee with 
community members 
who have lived expe-
rience with substance 
use. We are also in the 
final stages of  hiring an 
opioid overdose pre-
vention coordinator to 
oversee work we do on 
this issue and coordinate 
with other agencies, like 
Social Services and the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Anything else we should 
know?

You can find this 
SOTCH and past SOTCHs 
and Community Assess-
ments online at www.
chathamcountync.gov/
publichealth. And if  you 
have any questions about 
anything you see in the 
report, you can always 
reach out to me at zach-
ary.horner@chatham-
countync.gov.  

The Public Health 
Reports section of  the 
CCPHD website has been 
updated to provide more 
space for Community 
Assessments, SOTCHs, 
and other reports, like 
the department’s new 
topical reports, two-page 
documents providing 
key data and available 
resources in a number of  
areas.

To learn more about 
the Chatham County 
Public Health De-
partment, visitwww.
chathamcountync.gov/
publichealth or www.
facebook.com/chatham-
health.

REPORT
Continued from page A1

COLLEGE HONORS 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

The following local students were 
named to the Fall 2022 Chancellor’s 
Honor Roll at the University of  
Mississippi in Oxford, reserved for 
students who earn a semester GPA of  
3.75-4. In order to be eligible for honor 
roll designation, a student must have 
completed at least 12 graded hours for 
the semester.

• Faith Deering of  Pittsboro 
• Isabelle Moore of  Siler City 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, 
GLOBAL CAMPUS  

The following students have been 
named to the Dean’s List of  Maryland, 
Global Campus, for the Fall Semester, 
2022, located in Adelphi, Maryland. 
These students have earned at least 
six credits during the term, earned a 
grade point average of  at least 3.5 for 
the term, and maintained a cumula-
tive GPA of  3.5 at UMGC. 

• Chris Langley of  Pittsboro 
• Jay Mashburn of  Goldston
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planners as the Pied-
mont Regional Trail 
Specialist for N.C. State 
Parks. Recently, Rippe 
and the county part-
nered with the Triangle 
J Council of  Govern-
ments to conduct a 
feasibility study for the 
Haw River Trail. 

According to the coun-
ty website, this study will 
identify opportunities 
for the development of  
land-based trails along 
the Haw River from the 
Alamance County border 
to Jordan Lake. It will 
also identify opportuni-
ties for further develop-
ment of  the paddle trail 
along the Haw River in 
Chatham County (more 
information about the 
study is available at www.
chathamcountync.gov/
government/depart-
ments-programs-i-z/
parks-recreation/coun-
ty-parks-trails/haw-riv-
er-feasibility-study or 
contact Rippe at ben.

rippe@chathamcoun-
tync.gov).  

The extra resources 
a state trail designation 
would bring are sorely 
needed for the Haw River 
Trail, Smith said. That’s 
especially true of  the 
Chatham County por-
tion of  the planned trail, 
which Smith believes lags 
behind the Alamance 
County portion because 
Alamance has employed 
a trail planner for the 
Haw River Trail for sev-
eral years. 

“The Chatham County 
portion of  the trail is 
all private land,” Smith 
said. “The lack of  public 
access makes it hard for 
people to come to.”

The trail does have 
limited public accesses 
provided by the county 
parks and recreation 
department, but some are 
less than ideal. For ex-
ample, one public access 
is along Chicken Bridge 
Road, which Smith said 
is steep and occasionally 
dangerous after heavy 
rains. 

“Having state trail 

designation would make 
it more appealing for 
private landowners to 
want to work with us,” 
she said.

Securing private prop-
erties through state funds 
is how the trail will con-
tinue to develop because 
land acquisitions and 
easements will be needed 
to build the trail corri-
dor. Improving public 
access and bringing more 
funding to Haw River 
Trail would also allow 
for sustainable design by 
minimizing harm to ex-
isting ecosystems, Smith 
added. 

“This designation 
would build some politi-
cal will and some social 
will,” Rippe said. “This 
is a desired resource 
for the community and 
getting that designation 
really puts a stamp on 
the map for Haw River in 
Chatham, Alamance and 
Guilford County.” 

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brappa-
port@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter @b_rappaport

BILL
Continued from page A3

he says it’s better than 
nothing. The acid also 
helps make the pH of  the 
urine more basic. 

“We bought special 
contraptions for carrying 
the buckets outside,” Van 
Camp said. “I don’t want 
to throw my back out car-
rying this big bucket, but 
I especially don’t want to 
spill.”

Van Camp said the 
couple fills up the shower 
bucket roughly every 
three days.

In an early experiment, 
Dykers sprayed about 
130 gallons of  urine onto 
a three-acre patch to 
monitor the growth. He 
and Van Camp said there 
hasn’t yet been a notice-
able difference yet, but 
that doesn’t mean they’ll 
stop.

Since the early exper-
iment, Dykers said he’s 
evolved his technique 

through further research. 
For example, the New 
York Times article that 
first piqued his peecy-
cle interest said the pee 
should sit for at least six 
months to pasteurize.

A University of  Mich-
igan study found aging 
urine makes it lethal to 
the worst bacteria. When 
urine is set to age in plas-
tic jugs for six months or 
more, it becomes increas-
ingly inhospitable to a 
wide range of  microbes, 
the study found.

Pee-tential  
so-loo-tion

If  his experiments 
prove successful, 
Dykers hopes this can 
become a model for the 
rest of  the county. As 
industrial, commer-
cial and residential 
developments — think 
Wolfspeed, VinFast and 
Chatham Park — take 
off, more and more peo-
ple will be using local 
water sources. Dykers 
said preserving that 
water by any means 
necessary will be vital 
for ensuring environ-
mental sustainability 
moving forward. 

It’s no secret that 
wastewater treatment 
facilities, particularly 
in Chatham County, are 
overburdened; growth 
coming to the county 
threatens to worsen that 
issue. While peecycling 
is far from a full solution 
to the problem, Dykers 
believes it may alleviate 
some of  impending water 
issues. 

When the couple tell 
their friends and neigh-
bors what they’re up to, 
they often get brushed 
aside and laughed at.

“As we get more and 
more desperate,” Van 
Camp said, “I hope people 
start to say, ‘If  my pee can 
be useful then let’s do it.’”

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Several large drums lay adjacent to Dr. John 
Dykers’ Siler City home. The 55-gallon barrels are 
full of urine he hopes to use as fertilizer once it 
pasteurizes.

REUSE
Continued from page A1

people have childcare issues 
... It’s just not as simple to go 
out and vote, even for people 
who are motivated to vote. And 
we’re in a different world now; 
you have people going to the 
polls and experiencing voter 
intimidation …

With the reduction in the 
number of  voting sites in some 
areas, it just gets more and 
more difficult for people to 
vote. In my mind, I can’t come 
up with a rationale reason why 
we would try to limit voting. 
We ought to be doing every-
thing we can to encourage 
people to vote. We ought to be 
doing everything we can to 
make sure that everybody gets 
a chance to vote. I’d hate to 
think that because of  some-
one’s job situation or childcare 
situation, or because of  the 
way they were treated — not by 
poll workers, but by people at 
the polls — that will stop them 
from voting.

Other legislation being consid-
ered in Raleigh and elsewhere, 
such as House Bill 43, addresses 
gender-affirming medical treat-
ment for minors and other issues, 
and have been criticized by some 
for targeting LGBTQ children. 
More than 200 related bills have 
been filed nationwide so far this 
year. What’s your take on this 

specific bill?
Well, if  you look at the way 

that bill is worded, I don’t see 
how the bill is enforceable. 
You’ve got so many parts of  the 
bill that are in conflict.

For me, I celebrate who we 
are as a country. And to prop-
erly celebrate who we are and 
where we’ve come from, I don’t 
know how you avoid talking 
about any subject. We want to 
make sure people are free to 
discuss subjects that come up, 
because children are naturally 
curious, teenagers are natural-
ly curious.

If  they want to know why six 
million people were killed in 
Germany during World War II, 
we’ve got to be able to answer 
those questions. And I don’t 
understand how we effectively 
serve that natural curiosity 
and make sure that these 
children are ready to go into 
the world by trying to make 
artificial limitations on what 
they can and can’t discuss …

And so I struggle with that. 
And I struggle with trying to 
micromanage education. And 
plus, I trust our school boards. 
School boards do a really good 
job of  deciding what should 
be part of  the curriculum. 
And one size does not fit all 
when it comes to what is good 
curriculum and really isn’t 
good curriculum. I think that 
local people ought to be able 
to make decisions on their 
own, which — you know, the 
whole time I’ve been in office 

— my position has been that as 
many decisions as we can keep 
local, we should keep local. 
We should step in only when 
we feel there’s a problem that 
we really need to address that 
can’t get addressed otherwise.

You’ve put together a biparti-
san economic development trade 
caucus. What do you hope it will 
achieve?

I’m incredibly excited about 
it. And I’m glad that we’ve 
gotten so much support so 
quickly. And it’s a true biparti-
san effort … We want to focus 
on companies here in the state, 
but at the same time we want 
to have an international focus. 
We want to be able to engage 
with these companies to find 
out better ways to recruit 
because we’re in a global 
economy. And when you’re 
recruiting companies, you’re 
recruiting against everybody 
in the world. What I’d like to 
accomplish is to find ways to 
make us more attractive to 
outside investors, number one, 
and number two, also to help 
us bolster North Carolina com-
panies that we can help grow. 

I’m glad we’re [N.C.] num-
ber one in business this year; 
I want us to stay number one. 
But it’s going to take a whole 
lot of  work to keep us on top … 
And so now we’ve got to figure 
out what we do well, and keep 
doing that, and think about the 
other things we need to do.

More from Reives:
On the two years remaining in 

Gov. Cooper’s term: “Whatever 
your political party, Roy Coo-
per has been really good for us, 
as a governor, I would make 
the argument that he’s been a 
great governor, we have had an 
unprecedented boom, under 
him.”

On “getting political”:  “At 
some point, we’ve got to stop 
the direction that we’re going 
as a state, as a country, when 
it comes down to politics. I 
mean, things have just gotten 
ridiculously political. Ultimate-
ly, government’s supposed 
to be about trying to help 
people, helping citizens, and 
it shouldn’t be about trying to 
do things to entrench yourself  
in power, or trying to make 
sure that your will override 
everything else. And to me, the 
concern I have going into 2024 
is anything that lends itself  to-
ward a belief  system that every 
person should not have a voice 
in our government. Govern-
ment should be less intrusive 
instead of  more intrusive in 
the lives of  the citizens.”

On the freshman class of legis-
lators: “Every session has been 
good because we’ve got a really 
incredible group of  freshmen. I 
actually had some Republican 
lobbyists talking to me today, 
coincidentally, who made the 
same observation I did. And 
they were talking about how 
they’re so business savvy; 
they’re well rounded. And 

they’re policy people. That’s 
not a knock against any of  the 
previous classes. But I do think 
that we have a group this year, 
that is surprisingly — they’re 
inexperienced in serving in 
this  role, but they do bring a 
wealth of  experience from dif-
ferent roles ... county commis-
sioners, city council members 
... and they really, really get 
it. So whatever negatives may 
be going on, in my mind, in 
the General Assembly, it’s 
really great to see good public 
servants and to have a chance 
to serve with them. And they 
have been outstanding, they 
make you really remember 
what you’re doing this for and 
what it’s all about.”

On how the people of N.C. 
should see the General Assembly: 
“This is a time where people 
really, really and truly should 
pay attention to their gov-
ernment. My concern is not 
who’s in the majority, or who’s 
not majority, or who’s ruling. 
My concern is keeping the 
fundamental structure of  our 
government as it is. So I hope 
that people, the voters, really 
pay close attention. It can’t be 
about your party; it’s got to 
be about making sure that the 
institutions stay where they 
are. We take a lot for granted, 
because we do live in such a 
great country. We just have 
to be careful that everything 
that makes this country great 
is allowed to continue to push 
and prosper.”

REIVES
Continued from page A1
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Dr. John Dykers



JOHANN SCOTT COLEY

May 12, 1929 ~ March 12, 2023 
Johann Scott Coley, 93, 

of  Sanford, passed away on 
Sunday, March 12, 2023, at her 
daughter’s home in Hubert.

A graveside service was held 
Wednesday, March 15, 2023, 
at Lee Memory Gardens with 
Rev. Bob and Becky Albritton 
presiding.

She was the daughter of  the 
late Ernest and Ora Moser 
Scott. She worked at Car-
ter-Weber Corporation until 
her retirement. In addition to 
her parents, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, Reece 
Coley and several sisters and a 
brother. 

Johann is survived by 
Jacqueline Jones of  Hubert; 
Bethany Stone, Madison Stone, 
Jordyn Stone, Rheanon Thom-
as, Jared Thomas, and Jaicey 
Thomas.

NORMA JEAN 
RICHARDSON

October 9, 1947 ~ March 13, 
2023

Norma Jean Richardson, 75, 
of  Chapel Hill, passed away 
Monday, March 13, 2023, at her 
home. 

The funeral was held Friday, 
March 17, 2023, at 10 a.m. at 
Knotts Funeral Home in Pitts-
boro, with burial following that 
service, at Guilford Memorial 
Park.

TIMOTHY NEILL 
JOHNSON

Timothy Neill Johnson, 28, 
passed away March 10, 2023.

Funeral services were 
conducted on Sunday, March 
19, 2023, at 2 p.m. at Broadway 
Presbyterian Church with Rev. 
Scott Yow officiating. Burial 
followed in the Broadway Town 
Cemetery. 

Neill was preceded by his 
pawpaw Edgar, mawmaw Gail, 
his grandmother Mildred, and 
his grandfather Zeb O. 

Neill is survived by his 
parents, Timmy and Robin 
Johnson; two daughters, Mac, 
Whitney and a bonus son, 
Abel; sisters, Brittany Kirk and 
Amber Johnson. 

JERRY GEORGE DUNN
August 17, 1950 ~ March14, 

2023
Jerry George Dunn, 72, of  

Bear Creek, passed away on 
Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at his 
home. 

A private service will be held 
at a later date.

He was the son of  George 
and Lucienne Perroux Dunn. 
He was a member of  Pleasant 
Grove Christian Church and 
served in the U.S. Coast Guard. 
He taught in public education 

for five years and was a retired 
truck driver. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded 
in death by his son, Jason; 
step-daughter, Davina and his 
half-brother, Eric.

Jerry is survived by his wife, 
Jennifer Dunn of the home; 
daughter, Kyleann Bowers of  
Lexington; step-son, David Blan-
kenship of Bear Creek; sisters, 
Tania Hanson-DeYoung of Ala-
mo, Ca. and Annette Paolicelli, 
of Ca.; and two grandchildren.

ROBY GARLAND KIDD JR. 
December 30. 1940 ~ March 

12, 2023
Roby Garland Kidd Jr., 82, 

passed away on March 12, 2023.
A funeral service was 

conducted at 3 p.m. Monday, 
March 20, 2023, at Beulah 
Baptist Church with Rev. Neal 
Jackson and Rev. Roby Scott 
Kidd officiating. The family 
received friends prior to the 
service. Burial followed in the 
church cemetery.

He is survived by his wife, 
Jackie Thurman; sons, Tony 
Kidd and Scott Kidd, both of  
Asheboro, and Rodney Kidd of  
Carolina Beach; three grand-
children; his sister, Nancy 
Brady and brother, Bill Kidd. 

Roby owned and operated 
Kidd Electric. He was a mem-
ber of  Beulah Baptist Church. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations to Beulah 
Baptist Church’s New Gymnasi-
um Building Fund, 8454 Howard 
Mill Rd., Bennett, NC 27208.

CLIFFORD ‘ALBERT’ 
BROWN

June 24, 1938 ~ March 17, 
2023 

Clifford “Albert” Brown, 
84, of  Robbins, passed away 
on Friday, March 17, 2023, at 
FirstHealth Hospice. 

A graveside service was held 
at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21, 
2023, at Beulah Baptist Church 
with Rev. Dr. Jason Whitehurst 
and Ken McDowell presiding. 

Albert was the son of  Arthur 
and Fronnie Morgan Brown. 
He was a member of  Flint Hill 
Baptist Church and a barber 
in Robbins for 53 years. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents. 

Albert is survived by his 
wife of  60 years, Catherine 
Caviness Brown of  the home; 
sons, Eddie Brown and Jamie 
Brown, both of  Robbins; and 
three grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made to the Beulah 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
Fund, 8454 Howard Mill Rd., 
Bennett, N.C. 27208.

JOHN ANTHONY 
GILMORE 

John Anthony Gilmore, 54, 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Friday, March 17, 2023, at UNC 
Hospital.

The family received friends 
on Wednesday, March 22, from 
5 to 7 p.m. at Bridges-Cameron 
Funeral Home. A memorial 
service will be held on Sat-
urday, March 25, at 2 p.m. at 
Goldston Baptist Church.

He was the son of  the late 
Harold Frankie Gilmore and 
Brenda Carol Gunter Gilmore. 
In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by a 
baby and two baby grandchil-
dren. John worked many years 
in the sawmill industry prior to 
losing his eyesight.

He is survived by his wife 
of  26 years, Carla; children, 
Percilla Carol Martinez, Sa-
vannah Marie Gautier, Haley 
Renee Mauldin, Summer 
Grace Frankie Gilmore, Aaron 
Anthony Gilmore, Johnny Lee 
Gilmore, Jonathan Gilmore 
and Angel Proctor; siblings, 
Harold Joseph Gilmore, 
Frankie Renee Gilmore; and 11 
grandchildren.

OBITUARIES
LINDA DAGENHART MOORE 

Linda Dagenhart Moore, 74, of  Lib-
erty, died Thursday, March 9, 2023, at 
her residence.

Memorial services were held at 
3 p.m., Monday, March 13, 2023, at 
Whites Chapel Community Church, 
with Rev. Michael Mills officiating.

Linda was a native of  Alexander 
County and longtime resident of  
Liberty. She was retired from AT&T 
and had a long career starting with 
Southern Bell and Bell South. Linda 
would meet on every Monday at Red 

Cross Wood Carving where she would do woodburning. She 
loved shopping, gardening, her flowers, and decorating. Lin-
da was preceded in death by her mother, Hazel Dagenhart, a 
brother, Barry Barnes, and sister Sandy Milsap.

Surviving is her husband, Marshall Allen Moore of  the 
home; sons, Stephen Allen Moore and wife Vicki of  Ashe-
boro, Richard Wayne Moore and wife Kristy of  Liberty, 
Adam Thomas Moore of  Asheboro; a sister, Nancy Ran-
dolph and husband Clarence of  Burnsville; and brothers, 
Wayne Barnes and wife Claudette, Andy Barnes and wife 
Cinda, all of  Taylorsville; and grandchildren, Marshall 
Douglas Moore, Makaela Mabe, Justin Noah, Kaitlynn 
Moore, and Ethan Moore.

Condolences may be made online at www.loflinfuneralser-
vice.com.

Memorials may be made to Hospice of  Randolph, 416 
Vision Dr., Asheboro, N.C. 27203.
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ARTHUR ‘ARTIE’ ROSS BARBER JR. 
February 8, 1965 ~ March 17, 2023
Arthur “Artie” Ross Barber Jr. 

passed away on March 17, 2023. 
Artie was known for his love of  

life, most often expressed through 
laughter, loyalty and even mischief. 
Artie’s heart was influenced by his 
mother, Charity, and his father, Ar-
thur. Their kindness and compassion 
were reflected through him in the 
way he took care of  his brother, Ter-
ry, the special bonds he maintained 
with his friends, and in his adoration 

for his son, Noah, Artie’s pride and joy.
Artie was a friend to all, possessing the unique gift of  

making others laugh and be happy. His relentless pranks 
and joking around were trademarks to help us realize we 
could poke fun at ourselves and love one another in count-
less ways. He was passionate about serving others, most of-
ten without their knowledge. He would pay for others’ meals 
or deliver groceries to their doors, and no one would know 
it was him. A lifelong resident of  Carthage and a graduate 
of  Union Pines High School and Appalachian State Univer-
sity, Artie fulfilled his goal to follow in his dad’s footsteps 
of  working in fire prevention, eventually serving as a fire 
marshal inspector for Chatham County until his retirement. 
He was also elected and served on the Carthage City Coun-
cil, as well as several other volunteer positions. His impacts 
on family, friends, and his community will be missed, but 
always remembered with a smile.

Proverbs 3:27-28 is illustrative of  Artie: “Whenever you 
possibly can, do good to those who need it. Never tell your 
neighbors to wait until tomorrow if  you can help them now.” 
We’ll miss you, Bud. Thank you for the memories!

Artie was preceded in death by his parents, Arthur Ross 
Barber and Charity Troxler Barber. He is survived by his 
son, Noah Ross Barber; brother, Terry Michael Barber as 
well as several cousins, aunts and uncles. 

Visitation was held Sunday, March 19, 2023, at Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, 1838 Bethlehem Church Road, Carthage, 
followed by the funeral service. Interment followed at Cross 
Hill Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to FirstHealth Hospice Founda-
tion, 150 Applecross Road, Pinehurst, N.C. 28374, or Car-
thage Fire and Rescue, 4396 U.S. Highway 15/501, Carthage, 
N.C. 28327.

Services entrusted to Fry & Prickett Funeral Home. 
Online condolences may be made at PinesFunerals.com.

LEON SMITH 

December 11, 1944 ~ March 16, 2023
Leon Smith, 78, of  Siler City, 

passed away on Thursday, March 16, 
2023.

Mr. Smith was a Chatham County 
native, born on December 11, 1944, 
the son of  Harvey and Jennie Clark 
Smith. He was a proud U.S. Army 
Veteran. Leon attended Rocky River 
Baptist Church. He liked to get out-
side and go fishing and play with his 
dogs. Leon enjoyed sitting down to a 
good western movie or listening to 

Elvis Presley sing, however the thing he loved the most was 
spending time with his granddaughters. In addition to his 
parents, he is preceded in death by his brother, Gene Smith.

Leon is survived by his wife of  55 years, Chon “Sue” 
Smith; daughters, Tina Burwell and husband Jeff of  Sta-
ley, Connie Kidd and husband James of  Siler City; brother, 
Wayne Smith and wife Edie of  Siler City; sister, Sue Clark 
and husband Tommy of  Staley; three grandchildren, Jenna 
Burwell, Lucy and Leah Kidd; and several nieces and neph-
ews.

The funeral service was held at 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 
19, 2023, at Rocky River Baptist Church with Dr. Greg Bur-
riss and Rev. Jim Wall officiating. Burial was in the church 
cemetery. The family received friends following the service 
in the Fellowship Hall.

Memorials may be made to the Rocky River Baptist 
Church Scholarship Fund.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home assisted the Smith fami-
ly.

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-
fh.com, 

RUTH KOCH SOLOMON 

Ruth Koch Solomon, age 103 of  
Pittsboro died February 28, 2023, at 
her home. 

She is survived by her daughter, 
Carolee Eubanks and husband Billy 
of  Pittsboro; son, Dr. Ronald Carter 
and wife Kathleen; grandchildren, 
Cameo Carter, Michael Carter, 
Jessica Smith, Tammy Grant, Muriel 
(Missy) Beckwith, 12 great-grand-
children and four great-great-grand-
children.

A memorial service will be 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 2, 2023, at Pittsboro Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church. 

Memorials may be made to Pittsboro SDA Church, P.O. 
Box 339, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Services are entrusted to Fry & Prickett Funeral Home, 
Carthage, NC. 

Online condolences may be made at PinesFunerals.com.

See OBITS, page A9
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JUDY LYNN GERVAIS 
WICKER 

Judy Lynn Gervais Wicker, 
61, passed away unexpectedly 
on Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at 
WakeMed Hospital in Raleigh.

There will be a service for 
family and friends at a later 
date.

Judy was born in Vermont 
to Avis Garrett Gervais and 
Normand “Gus” Gervais. She 
was preceded in death by her 
father, her husband, Mark and 
brothers, Steven and Michael 
Gervais. Judy was a telecom-
municator supervisor with the 
City of  Sanford for 24 years. 

Surviving is her mom, Avis 
and a brother, David Gervais, 
both of  Vermont. 

OLIVER EUGENE 
RICHARDSON

June 30, 1952 ~ March 19, 
2023

Oliver Eugene Richardson, 
70, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Sunday, March 19, 2023, at his 
home. 

The family received friends 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday eve-
ning at Smith Funeral Home 
in Broadway. The funeral was 
held at 1 p.m. Wednesday at 
Faith Baptist Church with Rev. 
Scott Yow and Rev. Willie Bry-
ant officiating. Burial followed 
in the Holly Springs Baptist 
Church Cemetery.

He was the son of  the late 
Oliver and Evelyn Baker 
Richardson. A veteran of  the 
United States Army, he retired 
from Triangle Brick with over 
30 years of  service. 

Surviving is his wife, Alice 
Fay Richardson of  the home; 
daughters, Denna Tickle of  
Cameron, Tammy Graveen of  
Wilmington, Donna Davis and 
Wendy Thomas, both of  San-
ford; sons, Eugene Richardson 
Jr. of  Cameron, Greg Thomas 
of  Florida; 14 grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren. 

MICHAEL SCOT RUSSELL 
July 23, 1969 ~ March 19, 2023
Michael Scot Russell, 53, of  

Cameron, passed away Sunday, 
March 19, 2023 at his home.

A Celebration of  Life service 
will be held Wednesday, March 
29, 2023, at 12 noon in the chap-
el of  Bridges-Cameron Funeral 
Home with Rev. Scott Yow and 
Pastor Gary Ashley officiating. 
The family will receive friends 
one hour prior to the service 
from 11 to 12 p.m. at Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. 

He was the son of  the late 
Helene Harriet Sims-Aldrich 
and Ronald Russell. Scot 
worked as a maintenance su-
pervisor for Hawthorne Man-
agement Company and served 
his country in the U.S. Navy.

Surviving relatives include 
his wife, Sandra Lynn God-
frey Russell of  the home; his 
father, Ronald Russell and 
step-mother, Deborah Russell 
of  Charlotte; step-sons, Robert 
Ferguson of  Cameron and 
Samuel Medlin of  Asheville; 
step-daughters, Emma Medlin 
and Katie Ann Medlin of  
Cameron; brothers, Jackson 
Aldrich of  Whispering Pines 
and Jason Russell of  Sophia; 
sisters, Allison Aldrich of  
Whispering Pines, Amy White 
of  Gastonia; and two grand-
children.

MARK KELLAM
Mark Kellam, 60, of  San-

ford, passed away on Monday, 
March 20, 2023, at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

He was the son of  the late Ju-
nior and Orene Goins Kellam. 

Mark is survived by his 
daughters, Tiffany Ann Sloan, 
Maigon Fisher, both of  Broad-
way, Cesily Evans of  Camer-
on; his life partner, Pamela 
Kellam; sisters, Dottie Gaines 
of  Bear Creek, Shelia Burke of  
Olivia; and six grandchildren. 

A celebration of  Mark’s life 
will be held at a later date.

ALBERTA MCCLELLAND 
GOSCH

February 5, 1920 ~ March 12, 
2023

Alberta Lucille McClelland 
Gosch, 103, of  Sanford, passed 
away on Sunday, March 12, 
2023, at Sanford Health and 
Rehabilitation. 

She was the daughter of  the 
late Albert McClelland and Ce-
lestia Goode McClelland. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, her husband, Donald 
R. Gosch, four brothers and six 
sisters. 

Memorial services will be 
held at a later date in New 
York. 

Surviving is her daughter, 
Donna Fenton of  Sanford; sons, 
Douglas D. Gosch of  Sanford, 
and Ronald W. Gosch of  Ful-
ton, N.Y.; seven grandchildren, 
12 great-grandchildren and 
eight great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

KATHRYN ELIZABETH 
GARRETT

May 12, 1951 ~ March 11, 2023 
Kathryn Elizabeth Garrett, 

71 of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, March 11, 2023. 

She was the daughter of  the 
late Rev. James B. Garrett Sr. 
and Lucy Elizabeth Bennett 
Garrett. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, and her 
brother, James B. Garrett Jr. 
Kathy was a retired registered 
nurse and a member of  Mount 
Pisgah Presbyterian Church.

Surviving are her daughters, 
Torri Smallwood of  Oak Hill, 
West Virginia, and Katelyn 
James of  Sanford; brothers, 
David Garrett of  Winston- Sa-
lem, and Bob Garrett of  Broad-
way; five grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren.

A celebration of  life service 
was held on Friday, March 17, 
2023, at 2 p.m. at Mount Pisgah 
Presbyterian Church with 
Rev. Doug Houston officiating. 
Inurnment will follow in the 
church cemetery. 

Memorial gifts can be made 
to the American Cancer Soci-

ety, the Humane Society, local 
food banks or to Mt. Pisgah 
Presbyterian Church. 

KENNETH ‘KENNY’ 
WAYNE ANDERS

May 3, 1957 ~ March 9, 2023 
Kenneth (Kenny) Wayne 

Anders, died unexpectedly on 
March 9, 2023, at the age of  65.

He is survived by his father, 
R.V. Anders of  Goldston; 
daughter, Lenena Blake of  
West End; two grandsons; 
brother, Steve Anders of  Oak 
Ridge; sister, Darlene Bristow 
of  Greensboro. He is preceded 
in death by his mother, Faye 
Mashburn Anders and a sister.

Kenny enlisted in the United 
States Army after high school. 
His tours included Germany 
and Switzerland. 

A graveside service will be 
held at 1 p.m. at Carbonton 
United Methodist Church on 
Friday, March 24, 2023, where 
Mike Seawell will officiate.

In lieu of  flowers donations 
can be made to Carbonton 
U.M.C. at 5442 Goldston-Car-
bonton Road, Goldston, N.C. 
27252.

TISHA LASHONDA 
BROWN

March 23, 1981 ~ March 5, 
2023

Staff Sergeant Tisha Lashon-
da Brown, 41 of  Sanford, 
passed away on March 5, 2023, 
at UNC Chapel Hill Hospital.

The funeral service was held 
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, March 19, 
2023 at Blandonia Presbyterian 
Church with a Military burial 
following at 12 p.m. Monday, 
March 20, 2023, at Sandhills 
Veterans Cemetery at Fort 
Bragg.

MARCELL DA-SHAWN 
EUGENE WOODARD

October 10, 2002 ~ March 9, 
2023

Marcell Da-Shawn Eugene 
Woodard, 20 of  Sanford, passed 
away on Thursday, March 9, 
2023, at his residence. 

The funeral service was 
held Saturday, March 18, 2023, 
at Fair Promise AME Zion 
Church, with burial following 
in Johnsonville Community 
Cemetery.

CAROLYN ANN BALDWIN
December 3, 1942 ~ March 

12, 2023
Carolyn Ann Baldwin, 80, of  

Sanford, passed away on Sun-
day, March 12, 2023, at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

The funeral service was held 
at 2 p.m., Saturday, March 18, 
2023, at Knotts Funeral Home. 
Burial followed at Tempting 
Congregational Church Cem-
etery.

LAWRENCE EDWARD 
SMITH

November 22, 1943 ~ March 
11, 2023

Lawrence Edward Smith, 
79, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, March 11, 2023, at 
Cary Health and Rehabilitation 
Center.

The funeral service was held 
Friday, March 17, 2023, at 2 
p.m. at Liberty Chapel Church, 
Burial followed in the church 
cemetery. 

DAVID ALLEN SHINE JR.

May 22, 1959 ~ March 14, 2023
David Allen Shine Jr., 63, of  

Sanford, passed away on Tues-
day, March 14, 2023, at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

LEIGH ANN (THROOP) 
WOODS

April 23, 1967 ~ March 19, 
2023

Leigh Ann Woods, 55, of  
Cameron, passed away on 
Sunday, March 19, 2023, at 
Firsthealth Moore Regional 
Hospital in Pinehurst.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home in Sanford.

OBITS
Continued from page A8

Staff photo by Nikki Witt

Viva 
Hydration’s 

grand 
opening

 
Owners Lucy Nunnery 
and Juliana Baca 
Roman cut the 
ribbon at the grand 
opening event for 
Viva Hydration March 
11 in downtown Siler 
City. Shown, from left, 
are Jay Underwood, 
Nunnery, Roman, and 
the Chatham Chamber 
of Commerce’s Cindy 
Pointdexter.

edwardjones.com     Member SIPC

Time for Financial 
‘Spring Cleaning’

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®

630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Pittsboro

Lee Shanklin, AAMS®

120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®

50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Fearrington

Kathy Brommage, CFP®

190 Chatham Downs Drive
Suite 103
919-960-6119

Penguin Place

Eric C Williams, AAMS®

114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Pittsboro

Kevin C Maley, AAMS®

984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Chapel Hill

Jessica L Villagrana, CFP®

180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Siler City

Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

Pittsboro

Blake Stewart
114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Ledford!
March 27

Ledford Brady retired just a couple of years ago, after 
serving our community for over 

50 years at B&B Tire in Harper’s 
Crossroads.  Please  help us 

celebrate his birthday and 
contributions by calling or 

dropping a card in the mail to: 
Ledford Brady 

c/o B&B TIRE CO. 
9888 Siler City Glendon Rd, 

Bear Creek, NC 27207



REAL ESTATE
LAND - 3.74 acres in desired  
Bear Creek area of Chatham 
County. New Survey - Soil 
Test for 3 bedrooms, wooded 
very private. Come build your 
dream home. Call Realtor Cin-
dy Dameron, 919-548-3548 with 
Realty World Carolina Proper-
ties. M2,9,16,23,4tp

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

MOBILE HOMES FOR 
RENT

RENTALS 
128 LOFTS - Newly Renovated 
in Historical Building down-
town Siler City. 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, open floor plan,separate 
laundry room. $40 application 
plan fee, each Adult. Seen by 
appointment. EHO, call Realtor 
Cindy Dameron at 919-548-
3548, with Realty WorldCaroli-
na Properties. M2,9,16,23,4tp

RENTALS, 
APARTMENTS   

POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom 
applications now being ac-
cepted. Office hours: Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD #1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8 
accepted. No security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Jy14,tfnc

FOR SALE
FOR SALE - 2018 KX 71-3 Super 
series excavator with thumb.  
Has 18 and 24 inch buckets. 
919-337-5775.  M9,16,23,30,4tc

AUCTIONS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, business, 
liquidation, estates, land, 
houses, antiques, personal 
property, coins, furniture, con-
signments, benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real estate, personal 
property, estate settlement, 
farms & land, business liquida-
tion. JHA has been conducting 
auctions in the state of NC 
since 1989. Fully licensed Real 
Estate and Auction Firm. NCAL 
#8420 Firm #8086 www.Jerry-
HarrisAuction.com, 919-498-
4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
SPRING CLEANING TIME - 
Brush cleaning, drive ways and 
bush hogging. Heavy duty yard 
cleaning.  Call Ed at 919-352-
5599. M9,16,23,30,4tp 

PAY CASH for junk cars and 
trucks. Call 336-581-3423. 
M9,16,23,30,4tp 

RETIRED SECURITY GUARD/
COACH - will watch property, 
animals. Caretaker to hook up 
RV and watch property. 110 30 
amp. Very quiet, no parties, 
Reliable, 919-828-4247. F23tfnx 

DIGGING AND DEMO - Land 
improvements, mini-excuvat-
ing, stump removal, mobile 
home and building tear down, 
all digging. Call John Hayes, 
919-548-0474,J19-Ju1,20tp 

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
FOOD SERVICES STAFF, 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Monday – Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED -  Split wood, 18-19 
inches long. 919-799-2343. No 
calls after 8:30 p.m. M23,30,2tp

WANTED - Siler City resident 
looking for someone to mow 
lawn. Please contact me at 
919-200-8358, after 6 p.m. 
M23,M30,2tp--

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 2023 E 000121
All persons having claims 
against WENDELL WITHER-
SPOON BALLOU, JR.  deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of 
June, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 2nd day of March, 
2023.
Steven Ross Hamm, Adminis-
trator
603 6th Avenue, NE
Conover, NC 28613

M2,M9,M16,M23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 2023 E 000110
All persons having claims 
against THOMAS HOWARD 
JONES  deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of 
June, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 2nd day of March, 
2023.
Randy J. Shepherd, Executor
1081 Fearrington Post
Pittsboro, NC 27312

M2,M9,M16,M23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 22 E 505
All persons having claims 
against WILLIAM BERNARD 
WILBORN, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of 
June, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 2nd day of March, 
2023.
Joyce H. Elmore, Executrix
908 Bonlee Carbonton Rd
Bear Creek, NC 27207

M2,M9,M16,M23,4tp

PUBLIC NOTICE
Chatham County Schools’ 
federal projects under Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
of 2015 are presently being 
developed. 
Projects included: 
Title I (Helping Disadvantaged 
Children Meet High Stan-
dards); 
Title II (High Quality Teachers 
and Principals)
Title III (Language Acquisition)
Title IV ( Student Support and 
Academic Enrichment)
McKinney-Vento (Homeless 
Education)
Migrant Education Program
Career and Technical Educa-
tion
High school students can 
enroll, without cost, in college 
credit classes through the 
Career and College Promise 
program. This includes Career 
and Technical 
Education pathways of study. 
IDEA (Students with Disabil-
ities)
The Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (IDEA-Part 
B, Public Law 108.446) Project 
is presently being amended. 
The Project describes the 
special education programs 
that Chatham County Schools 
proposes for Federal fund-
ing for the 2023-2024 School 
Year. Interested persons are 
encouraged to review amend-
ments to the Project and make 
comments concerning the 
implementation of special 
education under this Federal 
Program. All comments will be 
considered prior to submission 
of the amended Project to the 
North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.

These projects describe the 
programs that Chatham 
County Schools proposes for 
federal funding for the 2023-
2024 school year.  Non-profit 
private schools and interested 
persons are encouraged to re-
view these federal guidelines 
for the above listed projects 
and indicate their interest in 
participation in the projects if 
qualified. These projects are 
being developed during April 
and May and are due to the 
North Carolina Department 
of Public Instruction on June 
30, 2023.  The initial Equitable 
Services for Private Schools 
meeting will be held virtually 
on April 6, 2023 at 2:00 pm.  
Interested parties are encour-
aged to contact the office of 
Carol Little, Executive Director 
Federal Programs, at cmlittle@
chatham.k12.nc.us or at 501 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, 
Siler City, NC, 27344 by April 
3, 2023.
Spanish version below: Noticia 
pública
Estamos en proceso de 
desarrollo de los proyectos 
federales de las Escuelas del 
Condado Chatham bajo la Ley 
Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) de 2015. Los proyectos 
incluyen:
Título I (Ayuda a los niños des-
favorecidos económicamente 
a alcanzar altos estándares 
académicos)
Título II (Maestros y directores 
de alta calidad)
Título III (Adquisición del 
Lenguaje)
Título IV (Apoyo Estudiantil y 
Enriquecimiento Académico)
McKinney-Vento (Educación 
para personas sin hogar)
Programa de Educación Para 
Familias Migrantes (MEP por 
sus siglas en Inglés)
Educación técnica y profe-
sional
Los estudiantes de prepara-
toria pueden inscribirse, sin 
costo, en clases de créditos 
universitarios a través del 
programa promesa Career and 
College. Esto incluye vías de 
estudio de Educación Técnica 
y Profesional.
IDEA (Estudiantes con Disca-
pacidades)
El Proyecto de la Ley de 
Educación para Individuos con 
Discapacidades (IDEA-Parte B, 
Ley Pública 108.446) está sien-
do enmendado.. El Proyecto 
describe los programas de 
educación especial que las Es-
cuelas del Condado Chatham 
proponen para el financia-
miento federal del año escolar 
2023-2024. Se anima a las 
personas interesadas a revisar 
las enmiendas al Proyecto y 
hacer comentarios sobre la im-
plementación de la educación 
especial bajo este programa 
federal. Todos los comentarios 
serán analizados antes de la 
presentación del Proyecto 
modificado al Departamento 
de Instrucción Pública de 
Carolina del Norte en Raleigh, 
Carolina del Norte.
Estos proyectos describen los 
programas que las Escuelas 
del Condado Chatham pro-
ponen para el financiamiento 
federal del año escolar 2023-
2024. Nosotros promovemos 
que las escuelas privadas sin 
fines de lucro y a las personas 
interesadas revisen estas 
directrices  federales para 
los proyectos enumerados 
anteriormente e indiquen su 
interés en participar en los 
proyectos si califican. Estos 
proyectos se estarán desarrol-
lando durante abril y mayo y 
deben presentarse al Departa-
mento de Instrucción Pública 
de Carolina del Norte el 30 de 
junio de 2023. La reunión inicial 
de Servicios Equitativos para 

Escuelas Privadas se llevará 
a cabo virtualmente el 6 de 
abril de 2023 a las 2:00 pm. Las 
partes interesadas se pueden 
comunicar con la oficina de 
Carol Little, Directora Ejecutiva 
de los Programas Federales, al 
correo electrónico  cmlittle@
chatham.k12.nc.us o  en 501 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, 
Siler City, NC, 27344 antes del 
3 de abril del 2023.

M9,M16,M23,M30,4tc

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA   
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 19 JT 61 
IN RE: “D.A.D.M.”
DOB: 8/30/17
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PRO-
CESS OF PUBLICATION
TO:  Luis Alberto Diaz/Biolog-
ical father/Father/unknown 
father of the above male child, 
born in El Salvador to Rosibel 
Mejia Ventura
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a Petition has been filed to 
terminate your parental rights 
to the above-referenced minor 
child. You have forty days 
from 3/9/23, the first date of 
publication of this Notice to 
respond to said Petition by 
filing a written answer to the 
petition with the Chatham 
Clerk of Court. Your parental 
rights to the juvenile may be 
terminated upon failure to 
answer the petitions within the 
time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed 
previously in an abuse, neglect 
or dependency proceeding 
and still representing you 
shall continue to represent 
you. If you are indigent and 
not already represented by an 
attorney, you are entitled to a 
court-appointed attorney by 
contacting the Orange County 
Clerk of Court. 
STEPHENSON & FLEMING, 
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ ANGENETTE STEPHEN-
SON
Attorney for Petitioner, 
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPART-
MENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr. Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795

M9,M16,M23,3tc

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA   
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 20 JT 75
IN RE: “A.C.B.”
DOB: 8/11/13
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PRO-
CESS OF PUBLICATION
TO:  Fred Sloan/any unknown 
father of the above male child, 
born at Central Carolina Hos-
pital, Sanford, NC to Samantha 
Bierman.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a Petition has been filed to 
terminate your parental rights 
to the above-referenced minor 
child. You have forty days 
from 3/9/23, the first date of 
publication of this Notice to 
respond to said Petition by 
filing a written answer to the 
petition with the Chatham 
Clerk of Court. Your parental 
rights to the juvenile may and 
will be terminated upon failure 
to answer the petitions within 
the time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed 
previously in an abuse, neglect 
or dependency proceeding 
and still representing you 

shall continue to represent 
you.  If you are indigent and 
not already represented by 
an attorney, you are entitled 
to a court-appointed attorney 
by contacting the Chatham 
County Clerk of Court. 
STEPHENSON & FLEMING, 
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ ANGENETTE STEPHEN-
SON
Attorney for Petitioner, 
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPART-
MENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr. Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 14th day of 
February, 2023, as Executrix 
of the ESTATE OF ROBERT M. 
SEIFERT aka ROBERT MICHAEL 
SEIFERT, Deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 12th 
day of June, 2023, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This, the 27th day of February, 
2023.
JENNIFER DALMAN, EXECUTRIX
ESTATE OF ROBERT M. SEIFERT 
   aka ROBERT MICHAEL 
SEIFERT
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 21st day of 
February, 2023, as Executor of 
the ESTATE OF HELEN MARIE 
NELSON, Deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 12th 
day of June, 2023, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This, the 9th of March, 2023.
PHILIP NELSON, EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF HELEN MARIE 
NELSON
c/o Richard G. Long III

Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
CHATHAM COUNTY
NORTH CAROLINA
23 E 128
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of FRANK I. HINCHCLIFFE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the decedent to pres-
ent them to the undersigned 
on or before the 14th day of 
June, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All person indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 9th day of March, 
2023.
Robert W. Williams, Executor
c/o Margaret K. Winfield
PO Box 10669
Raleigh, NC 27605
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 22 E 409
All persons having claims 
against MAYNARD LEE 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

MEAT CUTTER 
WANTED

Must have experience and 

willing to work weekends.

If interested please call Blake Or 

Greg Evans at 919-742-9888.

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete

application and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

EOE/M/F/V

Hiring Local Drivers
Full & Part Time Available

Please Inquire At: Wilson Brothers Main Office
20412 NC Hwy 902, Bear Creek, NC 27207

(919) 837-2131

$2,500 Sign-On Bonus 
Immediate Openings!

• Feed Haul & Pallet Haul Drivers
• Local Loads – Home Daily
• 200-300 Miles Per Day
• Late Model Trucks
• Good Driving Record/
 Clean History Required
• Competitive Pay & Benefits Package Includes:  
 Medical, Dental, Life, STD and LTD Insurance, 
 401K Plan, Holiday & Vacation Pay

DRIVERS

WANTED

...come 
grow    

with us!
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RUSSELL, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 11th day of 
June, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 9th day of March, 
2023.
Mary Alston, Administrator
304 Bingham St.
Greensboro, NC 27401 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against JOSEPH EDWARD 
KRESS deceased, of Chatham 
County, N.C., are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before June 
16, 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.  
This is the 9th day of March, 
2023. 

Elizabeth Smith, Ancillary 
Administrator
c/o Hopler, Wilms & Hanna, 
PLLC
2314 S. Miami Blvd., Suite 151
Durham, NC 27703.
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REQUEST FOR BIDS  
Central Piedmont Community 
Action, Inc. (CPCA) is opening 
its bid for HVAC, Electrical, 
and Plumbing contractors in 
Anson, Chatham, Orange, and 
Richmond counties.
Bids will be received March 16, 
2023, through April 15, 2023, at 
5:30 p.m. RFP will also be avail-
able on our website through 
Sept. 15, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. If 
you are interested in becoming 
a contractor for Central Pied-
mont Community Action in any 
of our counties, please contact 
Doug Dixon at (919) 742-2277, 
ext. 105,  M - TH, 7 a.m.  to 4:30 
p.m. or via email at dougd@
cpcanc.org.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  

CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 23 E 145
All persons having claims 
against NINA PAULINE DODD, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 11th day of June, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. This the 
9th day of March, 2023.
Randall C. Dodd, Co-Executor
108 Circadian Way
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
Mark R. Dodd, Co-Executor
106 Keeneland Court
Durham, NC 27713-7259
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE   
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold the 
following Public Hearing on 
Monday, March 27, 2023, at 
7:00 PM in person at Chatham 
County Agriculture Center 
and via Zoom to consider the 
following item:
1. A legislative Public Hearing 
on changing the Town of Pitts-
boro Water and Wastewater 
System Development Fees. The 
Town of Pittsboro has updated 
its System Development Fees 
Analysis for public infrastruc-
ture and will consider chang-
ing its System Development 
Fees for water and wastewater 
based upon said analysis up 
to the maximum fees set forth 
therein.
The meeting will be held 
in person and via Zoom, a 
teleconference software. 
Instructions on how to join the 
Zoom Meeting can be found 
on the Town’s website at www.
pittsboronc.gov. Please sign 
up with the Town Clerk, Carrie 
Bailey by 4:00 p.m. on March 
27, 2023 if you wish to partici-
pate. If you wish to make writ-
ten comments, please send 
them to the Town Clerk, Carrie 
Bailey, PO Box 759, Pittsboro, 
NC 27312 or via email at cbai-
ley@pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. 
on March 27, 2023.  
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RE-NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
SALE
NORTH CAROLINA  
 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Special Proceedings No. 19 
SP 222
Substitute Trustee: Philip A. 
Glass
Date of Sale: April 4, 2023
Time of Sale: 2:00 p.m.
Place of Sale: Chatham County 
Courthouse
Description of Property: See 
Attached Description
Record Owners: Samuel Robin-
son and Faye Robinson 
Address of Property: 1324 Silk 
Hope Liberty Road 
            Siler 
City, NC 27344
Deed of Trust: Book: 1339 
Page: 767
Dated: May 4, 2007
Grantors: Samuel Robinson 
and Faye Robinson, Husband 
and Wife
Original Beneficiary: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., solely as nominee 
for Encore Credit 
CONDITIONS OF SALE:
This sale is made subject to 
all unpaid taxes and superior 
liens or encumbrances of 
record and assessments, if 
any, against the said property, 
and any recorded leases. This 
sale is also subject to any ap-
plicable county land transfer 
tax, and the successful third 
party bidder shall be required 
to make payment for any such 
county land transfer tax.
A cash deposit of 5% of the 
purchase price will be required 
at the time of the sale. Any 
successful bidder shall be 
required to tender the full bal-
ance of the purchase price so 
bid in cash or certified check 
at the time the Substitute 
Trustee tenders to him a deed 
for the property or attempts to 
tender such deed, and should 
said successful bidder fail to 
pay the full balance purchase 
price so bid at that time, he 
shall remain liable on his bid 
as provided for in North Caro-
lina General Statutes Section 
45-21.30 (d) and (e).  This sale 
will be held open ten (10) days 

for upset bids as required by 
law.
Residential real property 
with less than 15 rental units, 
including single-family resi-
dential real property: an order 
for possession of the property 
may be issued pursuant to G.S. 
45-21.29 in favor of the pur-
chaser and against the party 
or parties in possession by the 
clerk of superior court of the 
county in which the property 
is sold.  Any person who occu-
pies the property pursuant to a 
rental agreement entered into 
or renewed on or after October 
1, 2007, may, after receiving 
notice of sale, terminate the 
rental agreement by providing 
written notice of termination 
to the landlord, to be effective 
on a date stated in the notice 
that is at least 10 days, but 
not more than 90 days, after 
the sale date contained in the 
notice of sale, provided that 
the mortgagor has not cured 
the default at the time the 
tenant provides the notice of 
termination.  Upon termination 
of a rental agreement, the 
tenant is liable for rent due 
under the rental agreement 
prorated to the effective date 
of the termination. 
/s/ Philip A. Glass, Substitute 
Trustee
Nodell, Glass & Haskell, L.L.P.
EXHIBIT A
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The land referred to in this 
Commitment is described 
as follows: Situated in Siler 
City, Chatham County, State 
of North Carolina and being 
described as follows:
ADJOINING THE LANDS OF 
PAUL D. FIELDS, J.P. FIELDS 
AND OTHERS, AND BEGINNING 
AT A POINT ON THE CENTER 
OF STATE ROAD NO. 1346, PAUL 
D. FIELDS’ LINE OR CORNER, 
THERE BEING AN IRON STAKE 
IN THE NORTHERN RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF SAID ROAD; AND 
RUNNING THENCE WITH THE 
CENTER OF SAID ROAD SOUTH 
79 DEGREES EAST 133 FEET TO 
A POINT IN THE CENTER OF 
SAID ROAD NO. 1346, THERE 
BEING AN IRON STAKE IN THE 
NORTHERN RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE NORTH 4 DEGREES EAST 
FROM SAID POINT; AN RUN-
NING THENCE WITH THE LINE 
OF J.P. FIELDS, NORTH 4 DE-
GREES WEST 263 FEET TO AN 
IRON STAKE, FIELDS’ CORNER, 
THENCE NORTH 24 DEGREES 
30’ WEST 272 FEET TO AN IRON 
STAKE, J.P. FIELDS’ CORNER; 
THENCE WITH FIELDS’ LINE, 
SOUTH 67 DEGREES WEST 230 
FEET TO AN IRON STAKE, PAUL 
D. FIELDS’ LINE; THENCE WITH 
PAUL D. FIELDS’ LINE, SOUTH 
29 DEGREES EAST 449 FEET TO 
THE BEGINNING, CONTAINING 
2.18 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
ACCORDING TO A PLAT PRE-
PARED BY ROBERT HANCOCK, 
SURVEYOR, MAY 1967. BEING 
THE IDENTICAL REAL ESTATE 
DESCRIBED IN DEED FROM J. 
PAUL FIELDS, ET UX, TO KEN-
NETH R. FIELDS, ET US, DATED 
MAY 22, 1967.
1) FOR CHAIN OF TITLE, SEE 
DEED BOOK 609, PAGE 1150, 
CHATHAM COUNTY REGISTRY.
2) THE ABOVE DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO ANY 
RECORDED OR UNRECORD-
ED RIGHTS-OF-WAY TO THE 
NORTH CAROLINA DEPART-
MENT OF TRANSPORTING.
3) THE ABOVE DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO ANY 
EASEMENTS WHICH MIGHT 
NOW EXIST IN FAVOR OF ANY 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANY.
4) THE ABOVE DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO ANY 
MATTERS WHICH A RECENT 
AND ACCURATE SURVEY 
MIGHT DISCLOSE.
5) THE PARTY OF THE FIRST 
PART SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR AND PAY ALL CHATHAM 
COUNTY AD VALOREM TAXES 
ON SAID PROPERTY THROUGH 
THE YEAR 1995; TAXES FOR 
THE YEAR 1996 SHALL BE PRO 
-RATED BETWEEN THE PARTIES 
HERETO.
6) THE ABOVE DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO ANY 
AND ALL RESTRICTIVE AND 
PROTECTIVE COVENANTS OF 
RECORD.
The above legal description 
being the same as the last 
deed of record, no boundary 
survey having been made at 
the time of this conveyance.
Parcel #0000983
BEING the same property 
conveyed to Samuel Jerry Rob-
inson, by deed from Deborah 
Stuart Ingle, dated 6-11-96, 
recorded 6-12-96, in Book 694 
page 577, in the Register of 
Deeds of Chatham County, NC.
This Derivation Clause rep-
resents a 24 month Chain of 
Title.
The above information is to be 
used for reference purposes 
only and not to be relied on 
as evidence of title and/or 
encumbrances. Accordingly, 
said information is furnished 
at a reduced rate, and the 
Company’s liability shall in no 
event exceed the amount paid 
for said information.
1324 Silk Hope Liberty Road, 
Siler City, NC 27344
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IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 
FILE NO. 23-E-68
IN RE: ESTATE OF Grace Nifa 
Mathos
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Personal Represen-
tative of the Estate of GRACE 
NIFA MATHOS, notifies all 
persons having claims against 
the estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 23rd day of June, 2023, or 
this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to the estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This 16th day of March, 2023.
Joseph Allen Mathos, Personal 
Representative
c/o The Graham, Nuckolls 
Conner Law Firm
P.O. Box 7384 
Greenville, N.C. 27835-7384
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TOWN OF SILER CITY 
PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES 
03/14/2023
PUBLIC NOTICE
Significant Noncompliance 
Brookwood Farms Inc. 
RE: Exceeding Total Nitrogen 
During the second half of 2022 
(July-December), Brookwood 
Farms Inc. of Siler City was in 
Significance Noncompliance 
for exceeding their Total 
nitrogen limits. This violation 
did not impact our Wastewater 
Treatment Plant or cause any 
other environmental problems.  
If any questions, please con-
tact Public Utilities Director 
Chris McCorquodale at 919-
725-8614 or cmccorquodale@
silercity.org. 
Aviso Público 
Incumplimiento Significativo 
Brookwood Farms Inc. 
RE: Excediendo el de Nitrógeno 
Total 
Durante la segunda mitad 
de 2022 (Julio-Diciembre), 
Brookwood Farms Inc. De Siler 
City no cumplió significativa-
mente con el incumplimiento 
por exceder sus límites de 
nitrógeno total. Esta violación 
no afectó a nuestra planta de 
tratamiento de aguas resid-
uales ni causó otros problemas 
ambientales. 
Si tiene alguna pregunta, 
comuníquese con el director 
de servicios públicos Chris Mc-
Corquodale al 919-725-8614 o 
cmccorquodale@silercity.org.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 23 E 150
All persons having claims 
against RUTH W. MORROW, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 25th day of June, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.         
This the 21st day of March, 
2023.
Edward Lee Morrow, Sr., 
Co-Executor
3091 Moon Lindley Rd.
Snow Camp. NC 27349
Ellen Long Morrow, Co-Exec-
utor
3091 Moon Lindley Rd
Snow Camp, NC 27349 
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CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 14th 
of March 2023, as Administra-
tor CTA of the Estate of EVA 
PEARL WILLIAMS, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
decedent to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 21st day of June 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the estate should 
make immediate payment.
This the 16th day of March 
2023
W. Woods Doster, Administra-
tor CTA
  of the Estate of Eva Pearl 
Williams
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue 
Sanford, NC 27330
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Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue 
Sanford, NC 27330
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IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE 
 DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO. 19 CvD 783
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM               
      Plaintiff, 
NOTICE OF SERVICE
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION  
      vs                                                                                                                         
The HEIRS, ASSIGNS and 
DEVISEES
of MARY EFFIE BRADFFORD 
SMITH
a/k/a EFFIE B. SMITH, et al                                                
      Defendants.    
TO:  The HEIRS, ASSIGNS and 
DEVISEES of MARY EFFIE 
BRADFFORD SMITH a/k/a EFFIE 
B. SMITH and spouse, if any, 
or any other person or entity 
claiming thereunder
   A pleading seeking relief 
against you has been filed in 
the above-entitled action and 
notice of service of process by 
publication began on March 
23, 2023.
   The nature of the relief 
being sought is as follows:  
Foreclosure on tax parcel(s) 
more completely described 
in the Complaint, to collect 
delinquent ad valorem taxes 
(assessments). Plaintiff seeks 
to extinguish any and all claim 
or interest that you may have 
in said property.
You are required to make 
defense to such pleading not 
later than forty (40) days after 
the date of the first publication 
of notice stated above, exclu-
sive of such date, being forty 
(40) days after March 23, 2023, 
or by May 2, 2023, and upon 
your failure to do so, the party 
seeking service of process by 
publication will apply to the 
Court for relief sought.
This the15th day of March, 
2023.
ZACCHAEUS LEGAL SERVICES
By: _____________________
_______________
 MARK D. BARDILL/MARK B. 
BARDILL
  Attorney for Plaintiff
 NC Bar #12852/56782
 310 W. Jones St.
 P. O. Box 25

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo details please call 844-341-3507

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 844-341-3507

Off  First Month 
of New Service!

USE PROMO CODE: GZ59O

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roofi ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-585-1815

Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. 
This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, 
Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call the number 
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers 
using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeser-
vicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. NC License Number: 83195

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer 
reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 
system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 
0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 
52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 
Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 
41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

C O N N EC T S

FREE INTERNET

Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 224-7739

Qualify today for the Government 

YOU QUALIFY  for Free Internet if you 

receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid, 

SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension, 

Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Affordable

pet INSURANCE

™

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
For complete details, including costs and limitations, please contact us. 
Product not available in all states.6294

• Go to any vet
• 100% reimbursement 

on vet bills available
• No lifetime limit on benefi ts

1-855-485-3282
 InsureBarkMeow.com/NCPA

100% reimbursement 
on vet bills availableGo to any vet

No lifetime limit 
on benefi ts

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

E Q U I P M E N T - T R U C K 
AUCTION FORD Diesel 
D u m p & F l a t - B e d - Tr u c k s , 
JOHN DEERE& KOMATSU 
Excavators, CASE Off-Road-
Ar t i cu la ted-Dump-Truck , 
KOMATSU Dozer-with-2-
Blades, RAM-3500 Service-
Truck, INTERNATIONAL 
Dump-Truck, Much-More, 
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION,  
Bidding-Ends-APRIL 4 at-
7:00PM Morehead City,NC  
www.HouseAuctionCompany.
com   252-729-1162  
NCAL#7889&7435

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 866-579-0885

BCI Walk In Tubs are now 
on SALE!  Be one of the first 
50 callers and save $1,500!  
CALL  855-737-1822 for a free 
in-home consultation.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Pest, rodent, termite and 
mosquito control.  Call for a 
quote or inspection today 877-
593-6072

AUTO INSURANCE 
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH! 
Call for your fee rate 
comparison to see how much 
you can save!  Call:  833-472-
0580

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients 
of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android 

tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-877-224-7739

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, liens 
& audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 844-510-2330 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm 
PST)

SAVE MONEY ON 
EXPENSIVE AUTO REPAIRS! 
Our vehicle service program 
can save you up to 60% off 
dealer prices and provides you 
excellent coverage! Call for 
a free quote:  877-324-4071  
(Mon-Fri :9am-4pm PST)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take 
the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 
833-586-8395

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-866-642-1883

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress 
#6258

Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! American 
Residential Warranty covers 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100OFF POPULAR 
PLANS. 888-993-0878

Dish Network: Only from Dish- 
3 year TV Price Guarantee! 
99% Signal Reliability, backed 
by guarantee. Includes Multi-
Sport with NFL Redzone. 
Switch and Get a FREE $100 
Gift Card. Call today! Call 
today! 1-877-920-7405

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

Statewide Classified
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 Trenton, North Carolina  28585
 Telephone: (252) 448-4541
   Melanie C. Galloway, NCCP
   Zacchaeus Legal Services
   P.O. Box 25
  Trenton, NC 28585
  Ph # (252) 448-4541 x110

  M23,M30,A6,3tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 3rd day 
of March 2023, as Administra-
tor of the Estate of DONALD 
FRANKLIN EADS, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
decedent to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 21st day of June, 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the estate should 
make immediate payment.
This the 23rd day of March, 
2023
Austin R. Eads, Administrator 
of the 
  Estate of Donald F. Eads 

  1858 Lakewood Falls Rd. 
  Goldston, NC 27252
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tc

ADMINISTRATOR’S NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against the estate of Jed 
Schipper of Chatham County, 
NC, who died on the 14th of 
November 2022, are notified 
to present them on or before 
June 29th, 2023 to Lisa Skumpi-
ja, Administrator for the 
Estate, c/o Alexander, Miller, 
Schupp & Hamilton, P.L.L.C., 
P. O. Box 3200, Chapel Hill, NC 
27515-3200, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery.
 Alexander, Miller, Schupp & 
Hamilton, P.L.L.C.
 P. O. Box 3200
Chapel Hill, NC 27515-3200

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tc

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  
A public hearing will be held 
by the Goldston Town Board 
on Monday, April 3rd, 2023, at 
7:00 p.m. The hearing will be 
held at the Goldston Town Hall 
located at 40 Coral Avenue, 
Goldston, NC 27252. 
Additional information is 
available at the Chatham 
County Planning Department 
office. Speakers are requested 
to sign up at the meeting prior 
to the hearing. You may also 
request to speak by contact-
ing the town clerk Annie Kay 
King Gaines at akkgaines@
americansouthgc.com or 
Hunter Glenn at hunter.glenn@
chathamcountync.gov. 
The public hearing may be 
continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board. 
The Public Hearing will be 
conducted in person only for 
the following items:
The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the 
issues listed below:
1. Legislative Hearing on a 
Proposed Annexation.
Michael Blakley, on behalf of 
Kelly Properties of Goldston 
LLC has requested a voluntary 
satellite annexation of  72.17 

acres of a 122.23 acre parcel 
located at 13415 US 421 S. (a 
portion of Chatham County NC 
Tax Parcel 62615).
2. Legislative Hearing on a 
Proposed Zoning Map Amend-
ment.
Michael Blakley, on behalf of 
Kelly Properties of Gold-
ston LLC, has requested an 
amendment to the Town of 
Goldston Zoning Map to zone 
as IH-Heavy Industrial 72.17 
acres of a 122.23 acre parcel 
located at 13415 US 421 S. (a 
portion of Chatham County NC 
Parcel 62615).
3. Legislative Hearing on a 
Proposed Watershed Map 
Amendment.
Michael Blakley, on behalf of 
Kelly Properties of Goldston, 
LLC, has requested an amend-
ment to the Town’s watershed 
protection map incorporat-
ing a 72.17-acre portion of a 
122.23-acre tract located at 
13415 US 421 S. (a portion of 
Chatham County NC Parcel 
62615) as Local Watershed. 
4. Legislative Hearing on a 
Proposed Annexation.
Michael Blakley, on behalf 
of Bobby A. Branch, has 
requested a voluntary satellite 
annexation of a 25.07 acre 

tract located at 8182 Pittsboro 
Goldston Road, (Chatham 
County NC Tax Parcel 95591).
5. Legislative Hearing on a Pro-
pose Zoning Map Amendment.
Michael Blakley, on behalf 
of Bobby A. Branch, has re-
quested an amendment to the 
Town’s zoning map to zone as 
R-15 a 25.07-acre tract located 
at 8182 Pittsboro Goldston Rd 
(Chatham County NC Parcel 
95591). 
6. Legislative Hearing on a 
Proposed Watershed map 
Amendment.
Michael Blakley, on behalf 
of Bobby A. Branch, has re-
quested an amendment to the 
Town’s watershed protection 
map incorporating a 25.07-acre 
tract located at 8182 Pittsboro 
Goldston Rd (Parcel 95591) as 
Local Watershed.
Substantial changes may be 
made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-
sions.
Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 
accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 

below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions or 
comments concerning these 
issues, please call Hunter 
Glenn with the Chatham 
County Planning Department 
at 542-8284 or write to P.O. Box 
54, Pittsboro N.C.  27312.

M23,M30,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 23 E 160
All persons having claims 
against THOMAS ALEXANDER 
BUCKNER, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 25th day of 
June, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 21st day of March, 
2023.
Evelyn Foard Shaw, Adminis-
trator 
504 Highland Trail
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tp

J-M’s ‘Shrek The Musical’ takes the stage
Performances 

March 30 - April 2; 
tickets on sale now

From JMArts

SILER CITY — Everyone’s 
favorite ogre will take theater 
audiences on a fairytale jour-
ney into the swamp and beyond 
this month when Jordan-Mat-
thews High School presents 
“Shrek The Musical.”

Performances of  the Broad-
way musical are Thursday, 
March 30, at 7 p.m.; Friday, 
March 31, at 7 p.m.; and Sun-
day, April 2, at 3 p.m. There 
is no Saturday performance. 
General admission tickets 
are $8 each and now available 
online at JMArtsTickets.com. 
Remaining tickets will be sold 
at the door before each perfor-
mance. No passes — including 
Chatham County Schools and 
senior citizens’ passes — can 
be accepted. Everyone entering 
the theater, regardless of  age, 
must have a ticket. 

Based on the Oscar-winning 
DreamWorks Animation film, 
“Shrek The Musical” is a 

Tony Award-winning fairytale 
adventure, featuring all new 
songs from Jeanine Tesori — 
composer for “Thoroughly 
Modern Millie” and “Caroline, 
or Change” — and a sidesplit-
ting book by David Lind-
say-Abaire. “Shrek” brings 
all the beloved characters you 

know from the film to life on 
stage and proves there’s more 
to the story than meets the 
ears.

“Shrek The Musical” opened 
on Broadway in 2008, receiv-
ing nominations for 12 Drama 
Desk Awards and eight Tony 
Awards, including Best Musi-

cal, Best Book of  a Musical and 
Best Original Score. Its success 
launched a North America 
tour in 2010 and, since then, 
the musical has entertained 
audiences on London’s West 
End and all around the world.

Jordan-Matthews brings a huge 
production to the stage, featuring 
a 39-member cast and 15-member 
stage crew with students in art 
and carpentry classes building 
and painting scenery.

“This show is a huge growth 
for the musical theater pro-
gram this year,” said theater 
teacher Sawyer Shafer, who 
directs the musical. “Not 
only do we have about twice 
as many kids involved as last 
year during ‘Oklahoma!,’ but 
we have really been able to see 
these kids shine in a whole new 
light thanks to the contribu-
tions of  choreographer and 
dance teacher Tara Rooks. 
A lot of  these students are 
now getting the full ‘spectacle 
musical’ experience for the 
first time, and I’m excited for 
audiences to come experience 
this show.

“It’s on track to be the best 
show of  my short tenure as 
director here.”

Producer Rose Pate agrees, 

pointing out the huge number 
of  costumes and even bigger 
dance numbers. Some students 
could be intimidated by such 
a leap in complexity, but Pate 
said everyone in this produc-
tion rose to the challenge.

“I’ve seen a lot of  student 
leadership throughout the en-
tire preparation process,” she 
said. “I couldn’t be prouder of  
how our kids have stepped up 
to make this great show work. 
And our adult leaders are a 
real dream team as well.

More than 200 individuals 
and groups work together 
each year to bring the musical 
to life. Adults on this year’s 
‘dream team’ include Elliott 
Peterson as assistant director 
and musical director, Cyn-
thia Bredenberg as wardrobe 
supervisor and Heath Smith 
as hair and makeup super-
visor. Several students also 
were part of  the creative team, 
including Dylan Mendoza 
Huezos on set construction 
and Victoria Barlow on set 
design.

More information about 
“Shrek The Musical” and other 
arts events scheduled for this 
season is available online at 
jmarts.org/events.

Courtesy of JMArts

The Captain of the Guard (Louis Graham) sends frightening 
chills through Humpty Dumpty (Emmanuel Hernandez) and 
Sugar Plum Fairy (Mylie Cardman) in ‘Shrek The Musical,’ 
running March 30 through April 2 at Jordan-Matthews High 
School.

Goldston Public Library 
announces programs,  

April events
GOLDSTON — The Goldston Public 

Library is excited to announce new 
events during April for the Chatham 
County community to enjoy. These 
events are free and open to the public.

Goldston Book Club
Beginning Monday, April 10, and 

every 2nd Monday of  each month from 
2 to 3 p.m., individuals who are interest-
ed in joining a book club can stop by the 
Goldston Public Library. For the month 
of  April, the Goldston Book Club is 
reading “Dreamland” by Nicholas 
Sparks. For more information about the 
Goldston and other Chatham County 
Book Clubs, visit the following link:

https://www.chathamcountync.
gov/government/departments-pro-
grams-i-z/library/adult-services/book-
clubs-book-club-kits 

Raising Good Eaters
The Goldston Public Library will 

host a one-hour presentation and 
demonstration on raising good eaters at 
11 a.m. on April 20. Registered Dieti-
tian, Tara Gregory, from N.C. Coop-
erative Extension - Chatham County 
Center, will lead the presentation. This 
event is made possible by the Chatham 
County Libraries Food Literacy Center 
Grant. 

The food literacy center grant is 
funded by the federal Institute of  Muse-
um and Library Services (IMLS) under 
the provisions of  the Library Services 
and Technology Act (LSTA) as adminis-
tered by the State Library of  North Car-
olina, a division of  the Department of  
Natural and Cultural Resources (IMLS 
grant number LS-252476-OLS-22).

Earth Day Celebration
Goldston Public Library will host 

a series of  activities in celebration of  

Earth Day from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on 
Friday, April 21. Families with children 
are welcome to participate in story 
time, followed by crafts and a gardening 
session. The gardening session will be 
held in the patio area of  the library. 
Flowers and plants are provided by Mr. 
Hart’s Agricultural Classes at Chatham 
Central High.

Medicare 101
Library will host “Medicare 101: 

Helping Medicare-Eligible Customers 
Understand Their Options,” 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. on Monday, April 24. The 
program will be presented by LaTonya 
Nicholson, Medicare consultant with 
BlueCross BlueShield of  North Caro-
lina.

This program will be held in the 
E.M. Harris Jr. Conference Room at the 
Goldston Public Library.

The educational session will help 
answer questions about Medicare plans 
such as:

• What is Medicare and who pays for it?
• What are my options and how do I 

know which plan is best for me?
• What do I need to do to enroll in 

Medicare?
The Goldston Public Library is 

located at 9235 Pittsboro-Goldston 
Road, Goldston, NC 27252. For more 
information, please contact the library 
at 919-898-4522 or goldston.library@
chathamlibraries.org.

Information about all Chatham 
County Library branches can be found 
at www.chathamlibraries.org.

CCCC’s Career Expo Job Fair 
set for March 29

SANFORD — The Central Carolina 
Community College Career Expo Job 
Fair will be held from 2 to 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 29, at the Dennis A. 
Wicker Civic & Conference Center, 1801 
Nash St., Sanford. 

The Career Expo Job Fair is open 
to the general public, including CCCC 
students and alumni.

Felicia Gilmore, CCCC Career Center 
coordinator in Lee County, says there 
will be a variety of  employers repre-
sented at the event.  

“Our job seekers can expect to 
speak with employers with current job 
openings and receive more information 
about possible career opportunities,” 
Gilmore said.

There is no charge for those attend-
ing the CCCC Career Expo Job Fair. 
However, participants are reminded to 
bring résumés and dress profession-
ally (business casual) for the event to 
make that favorable impression at first 
glance. Reserve your spot at https://
CCCCCareerExpo2023.eventbrite.com.

Earlier in the day, the Career Expo 
Information Session — in partnership 
with Lee County Schools — will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Dennis 
A. Wicker Civic & Conference Center. 
Students will have the opportunity to 
explore different career options and 
future opportunities at this event.

Those with questions about the 
CCCC Career Expo Job Fair can con-
tact CCCC Career Center Coordinator 
Felicia Gilmore at careercenter@cccc.
edu or call 919-718-7283.

The CCCC Career Center offers 
the following services: career and 
internship advising, online career 
assessment, career exploration, résumé 
writing, interviewing etiquette, on-cam-
pus interviews and a career resource 
library.

The Center is open from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, and 8 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Friday. To schedule 
an appointment or for more informa-
tion, people can contact the Career 
Center at 919-718-7283 or visit https://
www.collegecentral.com/cccc/.

For more information on Central 
Carolina Community College — which 
is dedicated to providing pathways to 
achievable dreams, visit www.cccc.edu.

Spring Ag Fest set for 
Saturday

PITTSBORO — Chatham County 
invites the community to enjoy its 4th 
annual Spring Ag Fest at the Chatham 
County Agriculture & Conference Cen-
ter on Saturday, March 25.

The event is free and open to the 
public; it’ll be held 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Ag Center at 1192 U.S. 64 Business 
West, Pittsboro. 

The Spring Ag Fest is a celebration 
of  Chatham County’s agriculture, 
forestry and natural resources. More 
than 75 indoor and outdoor exhibitors 
and vendors will highlight local farms, 
farmers’ markets, sustainable agricul-
ture, agricultural support and advoca-
cy, agribusiness, beekeeping, livestock, 
forestry, green industry, wildlife, 
conservation and more.

NEWS BRIEFS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 
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Q&A: Northwood’s Ritchey has 19  
D-1 offers, more to come, PAGE B2

A complete list of Chatham’s winter 
All-Conference athletes, PAGE B3

SOFTBALL

Bears hitting their groove at the plate 
BY JEREMY VERNON

News + Record Sports Editor

Chatham Central softball 
head coach Drew Hackney is 
very clear about what his point 
of  emphasis has been with his 
team this season.

“We just have to keep hit-
ting,” he said. “We just have 
to keep hitting the ball. That’s 
been the goal the past two or 
three years, and that’s what 
happened last year. We were 
one hit away last year, but it is 
what it is.”

The Bears’ 2022 season came 
to a close in the third round of  
the state playoffs on the road 
at Bear Grass Charter. Central 
lost to the Bears, 5-4, after 
coming into the game averag-
ing 9.6 runs per game on the 
season. Over the offseason, 
Hackney’s team graduated 
seven seniors, including four 
(Lindsey Johnson, Gracie 
Gaines, Taylor Poe and Ashley 
Roberts) who hit at least .345 at 
the plate last spring.

But the losses haven’t affect-

ed the Central Bears like one 
might think.

Entering its Tuesday game 
against Bartlett Yancey, Cha-
tham Central was Chatham 
County’s only undefeated soft-
ball team at 7-0 overall. The 
Bears have listened to Hack-
ney’s pleas for more offense, 
and they came into the week 

averaging 13.0 runs per game 
and batting .417 as a team.

“I think we’ve done pretty 
well this year,” senior short-
stop Jaylee Williams said. “I 
started out a little slow, but 
I’m starting to pick it back up. 
We’re definitely hitting better 

See BEARS, page B2

GIRLS SOCCER

Seaforth, Woods 
entered Wednesday 

matchup on fire 
BY JEREMY VERNON

News + Record Sports Editor

While it occurred after press 
time, Wednesday saw the top 
two girls soccer teams in Cha-
tham County face off in Woods 
Charter and Seaforth.

The Wolves entered the 
match with an 8-0 record, most 
recently dispatching Jor-
dan-Matthews, 5-1, last Tues-
day night. Woods has averaged 
6.3 goals per game this season, 
one year after falling in the 
finals of  the 1A state champi-
onship. During the 2022 regular 
season, the Wolves defeated 
Seaforth twice, 3-2 and 8-1.

Head coach Graeme Stew-
art’s team has gotten produc-
tion from all over the lineup. 
Entering this week, three 
Woods Charter players — 
freshman Amelia Cherry (12), 
junior Sienna Gray (11) and 
junior Leyla Noronha (10) — 
each had at least 10 goals. Last 
season, Noronha led all players 
with 50 goals, while Cherry 
and Gray were not on the team.

The 2022 Wolves made it all 
the way to the state champi-
onship game before falling to 
Christ the King, 3-0. This year’s 

BOYS TENNIS

Adjustments have helped Seaforth boys to red-hot start
BY JEREMY VERNON

News + Record Sports Editor

One of  the benefits of  coaching two 
teams in the same sport is that you can 
often experiment across seasons to see 
what strategies work better for one 
team or the other.

This past fall, the Seaforth girls 
tennis team finished the regular season 
with an 11-2 record and were awarded 
the No. 1 seed in the east region of  the 
2A playoffs. That said, the Hawks lost 
their first playoff match to Triangle 
Math & Science, 7-2.

Head coach Peter Petrides admitted 
the Seaforth girls team was a little 
“green” heading into the state playoffs, 
and now he’s using what he learned 
in the fall to help out Seaforth’s boys 
team this spring. Entering Wednesday’s 

match against Jordan-Matthews, the 
Hawks were 6-0 overall and 4-0 in con-
ference play.

“I took a lot from the girls season,” 
Petrides said. “That schedule, we tried 
to make it a little easier toward the 
end before playoffs to try and get some 
momentum going. That didn’t work out 
for us, unfortunately. This season with 
the boys, we’ve done things differently 
... This time around, we hope having 
some difficult matches at the end of  the 
season will help us figure out how we 
might fare going forward.”

Of Seaforth’s nine matches remain-
ing in the regular season, six come 
against non-conference teams. Some of  
the opponents the Hawks will run into 
over the final few weeks of  the season 
are Franklin Academy, Northwood and 
Orange, all of  which offer a unique test 

ahead of  the postseason.
The Hawks actually opened the 

2023 spring season with a 6-3 win over 
the Chargers back on Feb. 27 despite 
their top singles player, junior Walker 
Magrinat, falling in straight sets to 
Northwood senior Jio Sumogod. But 
since then, Magrinat — who played at 
Northwood as a freshman in 2021 — has 
rattled off five straight victories and en-
tered this week with a 5-1 singles record 
and a 3-0 mark in doubles play.

“(Walker) kind of  wanted a little re-
venge, but it didn’t go his way,” Petrides 
said. “But since then, he’s had five 
very decisive wins and is getting some 
good momentum going heading into 
the heart of  the schedule. We lean on 
Walker a lot, and he always somehow 
manages to step up to the task at hand. 
He’s a great leader out there.”

A young group with no seniors, the 
Hawks have also benefited from the 
arrival of  two new players this spring, 
junior Owen Strom and sophomore 
Wakeland Branz, who previously lived 
in New York and Florida, respectively.

Branz and Strom came into this week 
with a combined singles record of  7-0 
and 8-3 in doubles play this season.

Petrides highlighted both players as 
contributors Seaforth can’t live with-
out.

“Owen displays a lot of  emotion on 
the court,” Petrides said. “Last year, 
that was definitely something that 
was a learning curve for us as far as 
how matches go and getting our feet 
wet. But Owen has come in and kind 
of  sparked kind of  an emotional side 

BASEBALL

Central, Chatham 
Charter both 

averaging over 10 
runs per game 

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

Runs are considered a pitcher’s best friend. And if  
that’s the case, the pitchers on the Chatham Central 
baseball team must be the most popular guys in town.

Entering Tuesday night’s game against North Moore, 
the Bears were 6-2 and averaging 13.9 runs per game, the 
best mark in the county early on this season. Playing a 
double-header to open Mid-Carolina Conference play on 
March 14, Chatham Central outscored Cummings, 50-0, 
across two games.

The Bears scored nine runs or more in six of  their 
first eight games. In the two where they scored eight or 
less, they were 0-2 thanks to a pair of  one-run losses to 
Asheboro and East Surry, who entered the week with a 
combined 10-3 record.

Over its first eight games, Chatham Central had a 
team batting average of  .401. Six Bears are batting at 
least .375 — junior Wesley Clewis (.522), senior Hasten 
Paige (.520), sophomore Zane Overman (.480), junior 
Logan Maness (.444), senior Travis Crissman (.440) and 
sophomore Matthew Murchison — and Murchison led 
all county players in triples (four) and RBI (18) entering 
the week.

On the mound, junior Anthony Lopassay threw the 
most innings for Central entering Tuesday night at 14.1. 
Before this week’s games, he had a 2-1 record with a 3.42 
ERA and 20 strikeouts against five walks. And Overman, 
Clewis, Crissman and Maness had all thrown at least 
four innings.

The Bears hope this season will bring the first regular 
season conference title since 2019. Last spring, Central 
finished tied for second with Jordan-Matthews at 5-3 in Staff photo by James Kiefer

Seaforth freshman Sofia Viana (10) scored a hat trick in the 
Hawks 4-0 win over Jordan-Matthews last Thursday.See RUN, page B4 See SEAFORTH, page B5

See START, page B5

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Chatham Central senior Jaylee Williams is batting .500 this 
season in 22 at-bats.

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Chatham Central senior Jaylee Williams (2) run toward first 
base during the Bears 12-2 win over Seaforth last Friday.
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CLIPBOARD Q&A | GUS RITCHEY

Northwood sophomore Ritchey has 19 D-1 offers 
BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports 

Editor

The top high school 
football recruit in Cha-
tham County is North-
wood sophomore Gus 
Ritchey.

A defensive end and 
tight end for the Char-
gers, Ritchey caught 32 
passes for 490 and five 
touchdowns on offense 
and totaled 61 tackles, 21 
tackles for loss, 10 sacks 
and two forced fumbles 
this past fall. The 6-foot-
3, 230-pound athlete has 
racked up 19 Division-I 
scholarship offers so far, 
including ones from some 
of  the top programs in 
the country in Georgia, 
Michigan, Notre Dame, 
Washington and Penn 
State.

Ritchey — who was re-
cently named a four-star 
recruit by Rivals — visit-
ed Notre Dame’s campus 
on Wednesday this week 
and has unofficial visits 
lined up with N.C. State, 
ECU, Duke and Virgin-
ia Tech over the next 
several weeks. But before 
he hit the recruiting trail, 
he spoke with the News + 
Record about his college 
prospects, his experience 
playing with North-
wood’s boys basketball 
team and much more. 

Here’s what he had to 
say.

What have these past few 
months been like for you, 
recruiting-wise? How ready 
are you for the start of the 
season?

GUS RITCHEY: The re-

cruiting process has been 
great. I’m finally contact-
ing coaches. The in-state 
schools have done an 
amazing job, and so have 
the schools out of  state. 
Schools I’ve visited so far 
have been phenomenal. 
But I’m so ready for the 
season to start. We have 
a new coach — Coach 
[Mitch] Johnson. I know 
we’re moving down to 
2A, but I don’t think that 
really matters at all. I 
think we’re going to be so 
successful this year. The 
team looks great. Carson 
Fortunes is coming back, 
our quarterback. I’m 
really excited to see how 
the season goes. I think 
it’s going to be a really 
good one.

What do you look for 
when you’re on a college 
campus for a visit?

Basically, what I look 
out for, is — I want to 
feel like a part of  them, 
like family. I just feel 
like when I go on these 
trips and visit all these 
schools, there are a 
bunch of  schools, so 
everybody is going to be 
different and the culture 
is all going to be different. 
Everything is complete-
ly different depending 
where you are, so what 
I’m trying to look for is 
building a relationship 
with the coaching staff 
and the players and 
seeing the little things 
like the weight room or 
the stadium. “Does this 
fit me? Can I see myself  
playing at this school?” 
That’s basically what I 
look out for. But the main 

thing is making relation-
ships with the coaching 
staff and the players.

You play on both sides of 
the ball, both tight end and 
defensive end. Are most of 
these schools recruiting you 
at both positions? Or is it 
one or the other?

A lot of  them are going 
both. Notre Dame, I’ll 
be there (Wednesday), 
they’re doing both. I’m 
talking to more of  the de-
fensive side, but they’ve 
told me they either see 
me as a tight end or 
defensive end. They don’t 
know yet. That’s what a 
lot of  schools say. They 
say, “When you get in 
our program, we’ll see 
how you fit, and if  we 
think you fit better at 
one position, that’s fine.” 
I completely agree with 
them. I play both sides of  
the ball really well and 
I think it just depends 
where I go and what they 
see me as. I’m really 
looking forward to my 
Notre Dame visit. I actu-
ally grew up in Indiana, 
so we were Notre Dame 
fans for a long time. This 
is a really, really exciting 
visit coming up.

You competed as a mem-
ber of the boys basketball 
team this past season. 
While the year didn’t end 
the way you wanted it to, 
what was it like going on 
that run to the state cham-
pionship with your team-
mates? How does playing 
basketball help you on the 
football field?

I think it was a really 
amazing experience this 

whole year, going up 
against some of  the top 
teams in the country and 
the state. Of  course, we 
came up short, but that 
happens. But I think we’ll 
keep our heads up, and I 
think we’re going to win 
it all next year. It was a 
really successful season 
and it was a really fun 
year.

I think when I play 
basketball, I’ve always 
realized my athleticism 
jumps up dramatically. I 
went from dunking one 
hand and playing two 
months of  basketball, 
to now I can do a 360 
windmill. It’s crazy how 
it works. Your footwork 
gets better. You’re going 
against guys like Drake 
[Powell] every day and 
guys with mindsets like 
that — it helps a lot. I 
know I’m not the best 
basketball player, but 
building relationships 
with other people, having 
fun and improving your 
athleticism, basketball 
has been really important 
to my life.

What are some things 
you’re working on over the 
offseason to improve your 
individual game?

Personally, I’m defi-
nitely trying to get my 
weight and strength up. 
I’m trying to get a lot big-
ger, because even though 
I’ll be fine weight-wise at 
tight end, for defensive 
end I need to put on a 
couple more pounds. I 
think overall, I just need 
to keep working on basic 
things like footwork, 
hand-eye coordination, 

getting off the ball on 
defense, little things like 
that. Those are the things 
I’m hoping to improve, 
and I’m going to be 
playing in a lot of  7-on-7 
tournaments coming up, 

so I can’t wait for it.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood sophomore Gus Ritchey was recently 
named a four-star recuit by Rivals and ranked as 
the No. 4 player in the Class of 2025.

than we did at the start of  
last season, and our pitch-
ing is solid, too.”

Williams, an Appala-
chian State commit, was 
batting .500 (11-for-22) 
with six RBI ahead of  
Tuesday’s game against 
Bartlett Yancey. Last sea-
son, she led the Bears in 
batting average (.590) and 
hits (36) while compiling 
two doubles, two triples 
and two home runs. All 
told, Chatham Central has 
nine players batting at 
least .350 and seven play-
ers with at least six RBI.

The batting title 
through the team’s first 
seven games belongs to 
sophomore Emma Burke, 
who is hitting 11-for-18 
(.611) with 10 RBI in her 
first varsity season. Both 
Williams and Hackney 
highlighted her as a play-
er who has had an impact 
on the team’s early-sea-
son success.

“She’s stepped up 
a lot,” Hackney said. 
“She drives in runs. 
And another girl who 
has been hitting the ball 
well is (junior) Cassie 
(McKeithan). If  I can get 
Mary back to hitting for 
us, it will be big. She’s a 
bat we’ve been missing. 
But Emma and Cassie 
have hit the ball good. It’s 
Emma’s first year with 
us. She can really hit, and 
she’s a good kid, too. She 
works hard.”

While they are aver-
aging double-digit runs 
per game this spring, 
Chatham Central has 
also been strong on the 
mound and on defense. 
Senior Mary Gaines is 7-0 
with a 0.69 ERA and 49 
strikeouts over 26 innings 
pitched this season, and 
the Bears’ defense has 
only committed eight er-
rors over their first seven 
games after totaling 30 in 
22 games last year.

One team standing in 
Central’s way of  a second 
straight Mid-Carolina 
Conference title this sea-
son is Jordan-Matthews, 
whom Hackney and Wil-
liams both pointed out 
as their stiffest potential 
competition in the league 
this year. Through its 
first six games, the Jets 

were 4-2 overall and 1-0 
in conference play and 
averaging 7.0 runs per 
game. The Bears will 
travel to J-M on March 
28 for the first of  two 
regular season meetings 
this season.

“J-M is really good,” 
Hackney said. “That 
game will be a tough 
game for us. They have 
a good team. They’re 
young, too.”

Around the county
Also competing in the 

Mid-Carolina Conference, 
Seaforth is off to an 0-4 
start to the season and 
has been outscored by an 

average of  18.3 runs per 
game this season. Half  
of  the Hawks’ runs this 
season have been driven 
in by freshman Emma 
Strong.

In the Central Tar Heel 
1A Conference, Chatham 
Charter is off to a 2-0 
start to the season en-
tering Thursday’s game 
against Cornerstone 
Charter. The Knights 
have averaged 16.0 runs 
per game over their first 
two games and have four 
players with at least four 
hits already this season.

Raking at the plate for 
the Chatham Charter 
this spring have been 

seniors Chelsie Hardister 
and Hallie Edmondson, 
who have combined to hit 
7-for-12 (.583) with 13 RBI. 
Junior Delana Loflin (3), 
freshman Taylor Hus-
sey (3), senior Emerson 
Clark (2), sophomore Ella 
Ingle (2) and freshman 
Kynzie Jordan (2) have 
also driven in runs this 
season.

Finally, in the Central 
3A Conference, North-
wood was 4-4 overall and 
1-2 in league play enter-
ing Tuesday’s game vs. 
Person. The Chargers 
have averaged 8.8 runs per 
game this season but have 
also allowed their oppo-
nents 7.0 runs per game. 

Northwood has six 
players — junior Sarah 
Warfford (.632), senior 
Zoe Hatzidakis (.583), 
junior Callan Perchinsky 
(.412), senior Abi McLau-
rin (.360), senior Carlee 
Harris (.321) and fresh-
man Allison Bryant (.300) 
— batting at least .300, 
and Hatzidakis leads the 
county with five doubles. 

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

BEARS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Seaforth sophomore Addison Clark (left) pitches 
to a Chatham Central batter in the Hawks’ 12-2 
loss to the Bears on Friday.

County Mulch Sale 
Solid Waste & Recycling Division 

28 County Services Road, Pittsboro 

SATURDAY MORNINGS 
7:30 am to 12:00 noon 

$5 per scoop (~1 cubic yard) 
$10 per scoop for large trailers and  

dump trucks (~3 cubic yards) 

We load. You haul. Don’t forget a tarp!  
All loads of mulch must be secure. 

Sales continue every Saturday, except for  
April 8, while supplies last. 

Estimated to continue through the middle of May. 

For more information: 
(919) 542Ǧ5516 

www.chathamcountync.gov/recycle 

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.

DAK Income Tax Service
(formerly Daphne King Income Tax Service)

Brenda Nall • Andrew Nall

221 E. Raleigh St, Siler City • 919-742-5778 or 919-898-4526
Hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
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Here are Chatham County’s winter  
all-conference performers  

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports 

Editor

The 2022-23 winter 
sports season was one of  

unprecedented success 
for Chatham County. Not 
only did three athletes 
win individual state 
championships, but nu-
merous others made deep 
runs in their individual 

state tournaments — all 
while the Northwood 
boys, Seaforth girls and 
Chatham Charter girls 
were making their way 
to the basketball state 
finals.

On Feb. 4 at the 
NCHSAA girls wrestling 
championships, North-
wood senior Dream 
Walker took first place in 
the heavyweight division. 
And one week later on 
Feb. 11, Northwood soph-
omore Abby Emrich (200 
freestyle) and Seaforth 
sophomore Will Cuicchi 
(1,000-meter) won state 
titles on the same day at 
the 3A swimming and 2A 
indoor track champion-
ships, respectively.

The season closed 
earlier this month on 
March 11, as the Knights, 
Hawks and Chargers all 
fell in the finals of  their 
respective state basket-
ball tournaments. De-
spite the sour end to the 
year, the three schools 
between them had 32 
players named all-confer-
ence, while Northwood 
junior Drake Powell and 
Seaforth junior Jarin Ste-
venson were also named 
first-team all-state by the 
North Carolina Basket-
ball Coaches Association.

Here’s a list of  Cha-
tham County athletes 
who earned all-confer-
ence honors for their 
performances during the 
winter. The list includes 
first- and second-team 
players, honorable men-
tions as well as Player of  
the Year and Coach of  the 
Year award winners.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Central Tar Heel 1A
Tamaya Walden, se-

nior, Chatham Charter
Emerson Clark, senior, 

Chatham Charter
Meah Brooks, junior, 

Chatham Charter
Lilly Jones, senior, 

Chatham Charter (Hon-
orable mention)

Caroline Mitchell, 
junior, Woods Charter

Maddie Sparrow, 
senior, Woods Charter 
(Honorable mention)

Player of the Year: Ta-
maya Walden, Chatham 
Charter

Coach of the Year: Jeff 
Patterson, Chatham 
Charter

Mid-Carolina 1A/2A
Gabby White, sopho-

more, Seaforth (1st)
Peyton Collins, sopho-

more, Seaforth (1st)

Katie Leonard, fresh-
man, Seaforth (1st)

Jocelyn Gesner, fresh-
man, Seaforth (2nd)

Hannah Ajayi, junior, 
Seaforth  (2nd)

Jaylee Williams, senior, 
Chatham Central (1st)

Karaleigh Dodson, 
sophomore, Chatham 
Central (1st)

Livvy Brooks, senior, 
Chatham Central (2nd)

Kailey Green, senior, 
Chatham Central (2nd)

Katherine Gaines, 
junior, Chatham Central 

(2nd)
Reagan Smith, junior, 

Jordan-Matthews (1st)
Alyssa Bick, senior, 

Jordan-Matthews (2nd)
Brooklyn Quee, junior, 

Jordan-Matthews (2nd)
Patience Cox, fresh-

man, Jordan-Matthews 
(2nd)

Player of the Year: Gabby 
White, Seaforth

Coach of the Year: 
Charles Byrd, Seaforth

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Seaforth sophomore Jarin Stevenson was 
recently named the Gatorade North Carolina Boys 
Basketball Player of the Year for the 2022-23 
season.

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Seaforth sophomore Will Cuicchi won a state 
championship in the 1,000-meter race at the 2A 
indoor track and field championships back in 
February.

See WINTER, page B5

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232
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SCORES & SCHEDULES

SCORES

MONDAY, MARCH 13

Boys tennis

Jordan-Matthews 7, Graham 2
Seaforth 9, North Moore 0

Girls soccer

Seaforth 4, Northwood 0
Woods Charter 9, River Mill 0

Girls lacrosse

East Chapel Hill 21, Northwood 10

TUESDAY, MARCH 14

Boys tennis

River Mill 9, Chatham Charter 0

Softball

Chatham Central 17, Cummings 0 (Game 1)
Chatham Central 18, Cummings 0 (Game 2)
Chatham Charter 15, Cornerstone Charter 5
Northwood 15, Williams 0

Baseball

Chatham Charter 15, Southern Wake Academy 0
Northwood 6, Williams 2
Chatham Central 26, Cummings 0 (Game 1)
Chatham Central 24, Cummings 0 (Game 2)
North Moore 6, Jordan-Matthews 5

Boys lacrosse

Northwood 15, Seaforth 4

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15

Boys tennis

River Mill Academy 6, Chatham Charter 3
Wakefield 9, Northwood 0
Seaforth 9, Chatham Central 0
Jordan-Matthews 7, North Moore 2

Softball

Orange 13, Northwood 0
Jordan-Matthews 16, Voyager 1
Cedar Ridge 23, Seaforth 1

Baseball

Chatham Central 9, Eastern Randolph 7
Providence Grove 11, Seaforth 5

Girls soccer

Woods Charter 9 vs. Triangle Math & Science 0

Girls lacrosse

Chapel Hill 19, Seaforth 4

THURSDAY, MARCH 16

Boys tennis

Jordan-Matthews 8, North Moore 1

Girls soccer

Northwood 3, Orange 2
Seaforth 4, Jordan-Matthews 0

Girls lacrosse

Northwood 16, Riverside 1

FRIDAY, MARCH 17

Softball

Chatham Charter 17, Bethany Community 7
Cedar Ridge 6, Northwood 4
Chatham Central 12, Seaforth 2

Baseball

Chatham Charter 20, Triangle Math & Science 1 
(Game 1)

Chatham Charter 14, Triangle Math & Science 1 
(Game 2)

Williams 11, Northwood 2
Seaforth 14, N.C. Science & Math 1
North Moore 6, Jordan-Matthews 5

Boys lacrosse

Orange 18, Seaforth 5

Girls soccer

Woods Charter 6, Gray Stone Day 0

SATURDAY, MARCH 18

Baseball

East Surry 9, Chatham Central 8

MONDAY, MARCH 20 

Boys lacrosse

Orange 11, Northwood 8

Girls soccer

Woods Charter 5, Jordan-Matthews 1
Northwood 3, Cedar Ridge 1
Seaforth 8, North Moore 0

Girls lacrosse

Chapel Hill 25, Northwood 2
Jordan 9, Seaforth 8 (2OT)

Baseball

Chatham Charter 6, Cornerstone Academy 4

SCHEDULES

TUESDAY, MARCH 21

Boys golf

Chatham Central vs. Northwood at Siler City 
Country Club (3:30 p.m.)

Seaforth vs. North Moore at Beacon Ridge Country 
Club (3:30 p.m.)

Boys tennis

Jordan-Matthews at Asheboro (4 p.m.)

Softball

Northwood vs. Person (6 p.m.)
Chatham Central at Bartlett Yancey (6 p.m.)
Seaforth vs. Jordan-Matthews (6 p.m.)

Boys lacrosse

Seaforth vs. Eastern Alamance (6 p.m.)

Baseball

Northwood at Cedar Ridge (7 p.m.)
Chatham Central at North Moore (7 p.m.)
Seaforth at Bartlett Yancey (7 p.m.)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22

Boys tennis 

Chatham Charter at Clover Garden (4 p.m.)
Northwood at Orange (4:30 p.m.)
Chatham Central vs. Graham (4:30 p.m.)
Jordan-Matthews vs. Seaforth (4:30 p.m.)

Track and field

Chatham Central, Jordan-Matthews and Chatham 
Charter vs. North Moore (4:30 p.m.)

Girls soccer

Chatham Charter at Cornerstone Charter (4:30 
p.m.)

Northwood vs. Person (6 p.m.)
Jordan-Matthews at Asheboro (6 p.m.)
Woods Charter vs. Seaforth (6 p.m.)

Softball

Jordan-Matthews vs. Eastern Randolph (6 p.m.)

Baseball

Seaforth at Southeast Raleigh (3:30 p.m.)
Chatham Charter vs. Bethany (6 p.m.)
Northwood at Providence Grove (6 p.m.)

Girls lacrosse

Seaforth vs. Carrboro (6 p.m.)

THURSDAY, MARCH 23

Track and field

Seaforth vs. Williams, Bartlett Yancey and Cum-
mings at Williams (4 p.m.)

Boys tennis

Northwood at Chapel Hill (4 p.m.)
Seaforth vs. Orange (4:30 p.m.)

Softball

Northwood at Southern Lee (6 p.m.)

Girls soccer

Northwood at Southern Lee (6 p.m.)
Jordan-Matthews vs. Cummings (6 p.m.)

Boys lacrosse

Seaforth vs. Cedar Ridge (6:30 p.m.)

FRIDAY, MARCH 24

Track and field

Seaforth in Raleigh Relays at N.C. State (TBA)

Baseball

Chatham Charter vs. River Mill (Game 1, 5 p.m.)
Chatham Charter vs. River Mill (Game 2, 7 p.m.)
Northwood vs. Cedar Ridge (6 p.m.)
Chatham Central vs. North Moore (7 p.m.)
Jordan-Matthews at Graham (7 p.m.)
Seaforth vs. Bartlett Yancey (7 p.m.)

Softball

Seaforth at Graham (5 p.m.)
Chatham Central at North Moore (6:30 p.m.)

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

Softball

Northwood hosts Charger Tournament (all day)

Track and field

Jordan-Matthews at Montgomery Central (12 p.m.)

MONDAY, MARCH 27

Boys golf

Seaforth, Chatham Central and Jordan-Matthews 
in conference match at The Preserve at Jordan Lake 
(2 p.m.)

Boys tennis

Northwood vs. Western Alamance (4:30 p.m.)
Chatham Central at North Moore (4:30 p.m.)

Girls lacrosse

Seaforth at East Chapel Hill (5 p.m.)

Girls soccer

Jordan-Matthews at Bartlett Yancey (6 p.m.)
Seaforth at Graham (6 p.m.)

Softball

Jordan-Matthews vs. North Moore (6 p.m.)
Seaforth at Chapel Hill (6 p.m.)
Chatham Central vs. East Chapel Hill (7 p.m.)

league play before reaching 
the fourth round of  the 1A 
state playoffs. 

The other two teams in 
the Mid-Carolina Confer-
ence — Seaforth and Jor-
dan-Matthews — were a 
combined 3-7 overall and 0-2 
in league play entering this 
week.

The Hawks (2-4, 0-1 Conf.) 
are in their second season 
as a program under head 
coach Landon Jones. Four 
Seaforth players with at 
least 10 late appearances 

are hitting at least .300 
(sophomore Daniel White, 
junior Anders Johansson, 
junior Tanner Morgan, 
junior Dane O’Neill).

The Jets (1-3, 0-1 Conf.), 
meanwhile, have lost 
suffered all three of  their 
losses by two runs or less. 
J-M is searching for its first 
full season above .500 under 
head coach John Headen 
since going 12-11 back in 
2019.

The only undefeated 
baseball team in Chatham 
County is Chatham Charter, 
which improved to 5-0 on 
Monday thanks to a 6-4 win 
over Cornerstone Charter. 

The Knights  — who also 
played Wednesday (late 
score) — had won their first 
five games by an average of  
11.4 runs per game.

Through its first five 
games, Chatham Charter’s 
top bat was sophomore Zach 
Cartrette, who was hitting 
.588 with 10 hits, two triples 
and nine RBI already this 
season. Fellow sophomore 
Luke Johnson was batting 
.500 with seven hits and six 
RBI, while junior Jonah 
Ridgill had a .438 average 
with seven hits and six RBI.

Cartrette is also the 
team’s top pitcher, boasting 
a 3-0 record with a 1.17 era 

and 17 strikeouts across 
his first 12 innings this 
season. Also contributing 
on the mound is junior 
Aidan Allred, who has a 1-0 
record with a 1.17 ERA and 
12 strikeouts against three 
walks.

Things haven’t gone as 
well this season for North-
wood, which was 2-5 overall 
and 2-2 in Central 3A Con-
ference play entering this 
week’s games.

The top Charger in terms 
of  batting average through 
the team’s first seven games 
was senior Seth Davis, who 
was hitting .368 with seven 
hits and three RBI. Soph-

omore Kaleb Howell leads 
the team with RBI (4).

Northwood is pitching 
well as a team, boasting a 
2.93 ERA across the first 
seven games. The Chargers 
have been hampered defen-
sively by 27 errors, an aver-
age of  over 3.5 per game.

Northwood is in its first 
season under head coach 
Kyle Robinson. The Char-
gers had a 44-39 the pre-
vious four seasons under 
David Miller.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached at 
jeremy@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  

RUN
Continued from page B1
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Central 3A
Te’Keyah Bland, senior, 

Northwood
Skylar Adams, junior, 

Northwood
Natalie Whitaker, soph-

omore, Northwood
Neah Henry, freshman, 

Northwood
Player of the Year: 

Te’Keyah Bland, North-
wood

Coach of the Year: Kerri 
Snipes, Northwood

BOYS BASKETBALL

Central Tar Heel 1A
Adam Harvey, senior, 

Chatham Charter
Aamir Mapp, senior, 

Chatham Charter
Jackson Brown, senior, 

Chatham Charter
Ardan Allred, junior, 

Chatham Charter
Jonah Ridgill, junior, 

Chatham Charter
Beau Harvey, sopho-

more, Chatham Charter
Brennen Oldham, 

sophomore, Chatham 
Charter

Jamir Wright, senior, 
Chatham Charter (Hon-
orable mention)

Caden Watson, junior, 
Woods Charter

Alex Karali, senior, 
Woods Charter (Honor-
able mention)

Eli Hutter-DeMarco, 
junior, Woods Charter 
(Honorable mention)

Player of the Year: 
Adam Harvey, Chatham 
Charter

Coach of the Year: 
Jason Messier, Chatham 
Charter

Mid-Carolina 1A/2A
Jarin Stevenson, ju-

nior, Seaforth (1st)
Kooper Jones junior, 

Seaforth (1st)
Noah Lewis, sopho-

more, Seaforth (1st)
Lochlan Haddix, junior, 

Seaforth (2nd)
Tyshawn Davenport, 

Seaforth (2nd)
Reid Albright, sopho-

more, Chatham Central 
(1st)

Brandon Toomer, se-
nior, Chatham Central

Wesley Clewis, junior, 
Chatham Central (2nd)

Devonte Johnson, 
junior, Chatham Central 
(2nd)

Dallas Richardson, 
senior, Jordan-Matthews 
(1st)

Elijah Hughes, sopho-
more, Jordan-Matthews 
(2nd)

Neil Wiley, junior, Jor-
dan-Matthews (2nd)

Player of the Year: Jarin 
Stevenson, Seaforth

Coach of the Year: Jarod 
Stevenson, Seaforth

Central 3A
Max Frazier, senior, 

Northwood
Kenan Parrish, senior, 

Northwood
Drake Powell, junior, 

Northwood
Jake Leighton, junior, 

Northwood
Fred Whitaker, junior, 

Northwood
Player of the Year: Drake 

Powell, Northwood

WRESTLING

Mid-Carolina 1A/2A
Gabe Rogers, Seaforth 

(1st)
Josh Miller, Seaforth 

(1st)

Layne Armstrong, 
Seaforth (1st)

Maddox Cody, Seaforth 
(1st)

Judge Lloyd, Seaforth 
(1st)

Harrison Compton, 
Seaforth (1st)

Roger Eubanks, Sea-
forth (1st)

Alex Hinchman, Sea-
forth (1st)

Palmer Moad, Seaforth 
(1st)

Ben Johnson, Seaforth 
(2nd)

Caden Brewer, Sea-
forth (2nd)

William Bass, Seaforth 
(2nd)

Brady Phillips, Cha-

tham Central (1st)
Collin Evans, Chatham 

Central (1st)
Stephen Silhan, Cha-

tham Central (2nd)
Aidan Holton, Cha-

tham Central (2nd)
Jaxon Globushutz, 

Jordan-Matthews (1st)
Jaden Gorham, Jor-

dan-Matthews (1st)
Jakari Blue, Jor-

dan-Matthews (1st)
Kevin Duncan, Jor-

dan-Matthews (2nd)
Wrestler of the Year: 

Josh Miller, Seaforth
Coach of the Year: Ryan 

Armstrong, Seaforth

Central 3A
Jake Dunning, senior, 

Northwood
Cliff Davis, senior, 

Northwood
Ronald Walker, senior, 

Northwood
Coltrane Northington, 

junior, Northwood
Ethan Kuball, sopho-

more, Northwood

SWIMMING

Mid-Carolina 1A/2A
Sydney Burleigh, 

Seaforth
Abigail Motteler, Sea-

forth
Charlie Ann George, 

Seaforth
Sydney Haire, Seaforth
Alexandra Smith, 

Seaforth
Charley Howard, Sea-

forth
Jade Brown, Seaforth
Marison Lawler, Sea-

forth
Jackson Vaughn, 

Seaforth
Evan Hepburn, Sea-

forth
Benjamin Lajoie, Sea-

forth
Colton Roberts, Sea-

forth
Broden Jones, Seaforth
Mikel Kokas, Seaforth
Jesse Eskelund, Cha-

tham Central
Sarah DeKaney, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Samantha Wieber, 

Jordan-Matthews
Ainsley Canipe, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Clara Rojas, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Calvin Conroy, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Buck Thornton, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Alexis Sanchez Lara, 

Jordan-Matthews
Christian Canela Ortiz, 

Jordan-Matthews
Rodrigo, Maciel Lopez, 

Jordan-Matthews
Girls Swimmers of the 

Year: Sydney Burleigh 
and Abigail Motteler, 
Seaforth

Boys Swimmers of the 
Year: Evan Hepburn and 
Jackson Vaughn, Sea-
forth

Coach of the Year: 
Amanda Peele, Seaforth

Central 3A
Abby Emrich, North-

wood,
Bianca Perez, North-

wood,
Lauren Emrich, North-

wood
Holly Thesing, North-

wood
Wiley Sikes, North-

wood
Jesse Sikes, Northwood
Christian Smith, 

Northwood
Morgan Turner, North-

wood
Jacob Garrett, North-

wood
Boys Swimmer of the 

Year: Wiley Sikes, North-
wood

INDOOR TRACK

Mid-Carolina 1A/2A
Malana McLean, Sea-

forth
Cali O’Neill, Seaforth
Claire Morgan, Sea-

forth
Arnette Benitez, Sea-

forth
Lily McFall, Seaforth
Katie Johnson, Sea-

forth
Maja Boer, Seaforth
Abbie Lehman, Sea-

forth
Juliette Van Olinda, 

Seaforth
Drew Parker, Seaforth
Will Cuicchi, Seaforth
Nathan Smith, Sea-

forth
Henry McFall, Seaforth
Thaddeus Hudec, 

Seaforth
Daniel Andros, Sea-

forth
Asher Aldridge, Sea-

forth
Harry Mendlovitz, 

Seaforth
Joseph Palmer, Sea-

forth
Jason Antler, Seaforth
Jack Anstrom, Sea-

forth
Jasmine Basillo, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Anny Palma, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Macy Beavers, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Logan Gunter, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Elian Harrera, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Marvin Harrera Jor-

dan-Matthews
Carlos Galeana, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Alex Morgan, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Christian Torres, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Andre Viena, Jor-

dan-Matthews
Boys Coach of the Year: 

Tommy Johnson, Sea-
forth

WINTER
Continued from page B3

Woods Charter team hopes it 
can get back to that stage and 
turn the tables. 

“I think it’s going to help 
us,” Stewart told the News + 
Record before the start of  the 
season, referring to last sea-
son’s state title loss. “It’s dif-
ferent to say, ‘Oh, it would be 
nice to go to a state final.’ But 
when you have, you’ve already 
handled that pressure and that 
moment. It’s the biggest game 
the girls can play in. That’s got 
to be an experience we develop 
from. Now we know what it 
looks like and what it takes, 
and we’re aware of  all the 
noise around the event. The 
cliche is, you play the game, 
not the occasion, and I think 
you have to be there to develop 
that knowledge.”

Woods Charter’s next 

match after the tilt with the 
Hawks is Tuesday, March 28, 
at home against Uwharrie 
Charter.

On the other side of  the field, 
Seaforth came into Wednes-
day’s game against Woods with 
a 4-3 record and a 2-0 mark in 
the Mid-Carolina Conference.

The Hawks won their pre-
vious three games — against 
Jordan-Matthews and North 
Moore — by a combined score 
of  16-0 after scoring just eight 
goals over their first five 
contests. They also kept a 
clean sheet in all three of  those 
games.

Tied for the team lead in 
goals with nine so far this 
spring are freshman Sofia 
Viana and sophomore Caitlin 
Erman. Playing against North 
Moore on Monday, Erman (4) 
and Viana (3) combined for sev-
en of  the team’s eight goals.

In net, sophomore Morgan 
York and freshman Katie Leon-

ard have combined for 35 saves. 
Both players are playing in 
goal for the first time in their 
high school careers.

In their first season as a 
program in 2022, the Hawks 
accumulated an overall record 
of  11-8 and finished second in 
the Mid-Carolina Conference 
at 7-3 behind champion Jor-
dan-Matthews. Seaforth made 
the 2A playoffs as the No. 22 
seed in the east region and fell 
to South Granville, 2-0, in the 
first round.

The Hawks return to the 
field Monday to take on Gra-
ham on the road. Last season, 
Seaforth was 1-1 against Red 
Devils, winning the first game, 
8-4, but losing the second game 
by the exact same margin less 
than a month later. 

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon 
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@jbo_vernon.  

SEAFORTH
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Seaforth sophomore Caitlan Erman (2) scored five goals 
and tallied one assist in the Hawks’ first six games of the 
season.

to these guys, because 
he pumps himself  up 
after points and gets 

after it. He’s fit in really 
well. Wakeland, to be 
honest, he’s just a super 
cool kid. He has the cool 
surfer hats. He’s from 
Florida, from the beach, 
and he’s very laid-

back and methodical 
out there on the court. 
They’ve both been excel-
lent additions for us so 
far.”

This is only Sea-
forth’s second boys 

tennis season in school 
history. Last spring, the 
Hawks were 8-4 overall 
and 6-0 in conference 
play, falling to Raleigh 
Charter, 8-1, in the first 
round of  the playoffs. 

Every member of  last 
year’s team is back in 
2023, and they hope 
they can carry this ear-
ly-season momentum 
into a deeper playoff 
run come the end of  the 

year.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached at 
jeremy@chathamnr.com 
or on Twitter at @jbo_ver-
non.  

START
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Central sophomore Karaleigh Dodson 
(center) was one of two Bears, along with senior 
Jaylee Williams, named first-team all-conference 
for the girls basketball season.
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CHATHAM COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY

Davis, CCHA’s embattled director, placed on unpaid leave
Board attorney says 
‘serious allegations’ 

warranted the decision
BY BILL HORNER III

CN+R Staff Report

JoAnn Davis, the indicted director of  
the Chatham County Housing Author-
ity, has been placed on administrative 
leave by her board.

Housing Authority board attorney 
Brian Crawford told the News + Record 
last Tuesday afternoon that the board 
met in a specially called meeting to 
address the federal indictment against 
Davis, and determined that “the serious 
allegations against Ms. Davis warrant-
ed that Ms. Davis be placed on adminis-
trative leave, without pay, pending the 
adjudication of  the matter in the court 
system.”

Crawford said that since Davis is the 
Authority’s “sole employee,” board 
members are increasing their involve-
ment until an interim director is found.

Crawford, a partner with Michael 
Best & Friedrich in Durham, said the 
board is taking steps to ensure “all 
systems are operating normally and 
that there has been no financial impact 
to the Authority. HUD has offered 
support to ensure that our clients 
and their services are continuing as 
designed. In addition, HUD has offered 
to work closely with the Authority in 
the interim.”

The CCHA office, located in Siler 
City, is operating on a “by appointment 
only” schedule. County Manager Dan 
LaMontagne told the News + Record 
the county continues communicating 
with the Authority “to ensure that the 
Section 8 voucher program continues to 
function, which it is.”

The News + Record has for the last 
two weeks requested copies of  CCHA 
board minutes and other informa-
tion from board members and from 
Crawford. Crawford has not responded 
otherwise to detailed written questions 
about Davis, CCHA operations or the 
indictment. Board members who have 
spoken to the News + Record have 
referred questions to Crawford. HUD 
staff in Greensboro asked for questions 
in writing more than a week ago but 
have since not responded to requests 
for additional information or com-
ment.

Davis, who has run CCHA since July 
2012, is accused of  using her position 
to fraudulently award contracts for 
services — including housing in-
spections, staff training and client 
workshops — to friends and family 
members (see the full timeline on 
chathamnewsrecord.com). In return, 
the federal government says Davis re-
ceived “kickbacks” from those friends 
and family members — allowing them 
to keep small percentages of  the pay-
ments after they returned most of  the 
cash to her — even though the services 
were never performed for the housing 
authority. 

Four other people — Clintess Rober-
ta Barrett-Johnson, Mi’chelle Necole 
Bell-Johnson, Robert Johnson Jr. and 
Candace Agatha Brunson-Poole — were 
also named as family members and 
friends in the indictment and arrested.  

Davis, Barrett-Johnson and Brun-
son-Poole are former employees of  the 
Durham Housing Authority.

Davis pleaded not guilty two weeks 
ago to charges of  wire fraud, identity 
theft and obstruction. She made the 
plea during her arraignment at the 
U.S. Middle District of  North Carolina 
Court in Durham. She was arrested 
the previous Friday, Feb. 24, after being 

named in a 19-count federal indictment 
filed on Feb. 13.

The Chatham County Housing 
Authority oversees the distribution of  
federal funds to help qualified low-in-
come residents with their rental pay-
ments. The authority also works with 
some families in the rental subsidy 
program to develop five-year plans 
to become fiscally self-sufficient and 

help others in the program become 
homeowners through subsidized 
mortgages, according to the CCHA 
website.

Crawford did not specify in a mes-
sage to the News + Record when the 
board’s called meeting was held. The 
CCHA board’s next scheduled meeting 
is Tuesday, March 21, which occurred 
after press time.

Sons of the American Revolution Rumbaugh Oratory 
Contest gives students the ‘gift of confidence’

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — Fif-
ty-three men signed the 
Continental Association, 
which called for a trade 
boycott against British 
merchants by the colo-
nies. Fifty-six men signed 
the U.S. Declaration of  In-
dependence. Forty-eight 
men signed the Articles 
of  Confederation, which 
made the thirteen colo-
nies into one nation. And 
39 men signed the U.S. 
Constitution.

But only one man 
signed all four documents 
that formed the basis 
for the country we know 
today: Roger Sherman.

Sherman is, in many 
respects, an unsung hero. 
He doesn’t have the name 
recognition of  Wash-
ington or Jefferson, nor 
the flair of  Hamilton or 
Franklin. But Sherman 
— like those he stood 
beside — was steadfast in 
his commitment to a free 
country and uncompro-
mising in his principles. 

It was those ideals, 
along with some stellar 
public speaking, that 
earned a speech about 
Sherman the top prize 
among Chatham County 
orators at the annual 
Sons of  the American 
Revolution Joseph S. 
Rumbaugh Oratory Con-
test at Governors Club on 
March 11. 

The winning speech 
was delivered by North-
wood Senior Giovanni 
Cacciato, who took home 

the $250 prize.
“His legacy leaves us 

with a story of  politics,” 
Cacciato said. “And a 
refusal to compromise 
values for political gain. 
Something modern 
American leaders often 
struggle with.”

The Rumbaugh 
contest, which has been 
held nationally since 
1949, is open to students 
across the country in 
9th through 12th grade. 
Students must give mem-
orized original, five- to 
six-minute orations. The 
subject must deal with 
an event, personality or 
document pertaining to 
the Revolutionary War 
and show a relationship 
to America today. Speech-
es were judged on four 
categories: composition, 
delivery, significance and 
history.  

Cacciato’s speech also 
won second place in the 
state — an additional $250 
prize — last Saturday 
as he competed against 
eight other students from 
the Triangle area. 

Other Chatham County 
orators included Seaforth 
Sophomores Karl Ferm 
and Kyle Stinson; and 
Northwood Senior Lily 
Kate Witcher. Witcher 
won third place in the 
chapter competition for 
her speech about “Com-
mon Sense” by Thomas 
Paine.  

Saturday’s contest 
included members from 
two N.C. Sons of  the 
American Revolution 
chapters: General Fran-

cis Nash Chapter, which 
includes Chapel Hill and 
Chatham County, and 
the Raleigh Chapter. No 
orators from other N.C. 
chapters competed in the 
state contest. 

The top state prize 
went to Aliza Jankowsky, 
a senior at Green Hope 
High School. Her speech 
was about the life and 
legacy of  Esther Reed, 
who led the Ladies Asso-
ciation of  Philadelphia 
to provide aid for George 
Washington’s troops 
during the Revolutionary 
War. 

Jankowsky took home 
the $750 state prize for 
her speech and will 
present at the state 
conference in Greensboro 
in April. If  selected as a 
top-six state winner, she 
could also compete at a 
national level in Orlando, 
Florida. 

Lowell Hoffman, N.C. 
Rumbaugh chairman, 
helped bring the event to 
Chatham County and the 
General Francis Nash 
Chapter. The local chap-
ter has now competed in 
the contest for six years. 
To Hoffman, the event is 
about more than giving 
memorized speeches 
about history, it’s about 
teaching storytelling. 

“I see this contest as 
giving the gift of  confi-
dence in public speak-
ing,” Hoffman said. 
“This is why I do this. 
The awards and prizes 
are great, but just by 
participating, writing, 
researching, memorizing 
and delivering an oration, 
each student will have 
made progress in devel-
oping skills and confi-
dence in expressing ideas 
and seeking to influence 
others.”

When Hoffman was in 
middle school, he was 
asked by his teacher 
to lead the Pledge of  
Allegiance in front of  the 
school. The time came to 
deliver the iconic words, 
but his mind drew blank. 
It was in that moment of  
choking up that he vowed 
to become an excellent 
orator. He’s succeeded 
and now he’s passing on 
that skill to young people 
across the region.

As the oratory chair-
man, one of  Hoffman’s 
key jobs is marketing the 
contest and helping to 
find students to partici-
pate. One of  the ways he’s 
done that is by connect-
ing with Jill Jackl, an 
English teacher at North-
wood High School. For 
the past five years, Jackl 
has recruited students to 
participate, and frequent-
ly win, at Rumbaugh.

“It’s not a natural con-
dition for a young person 
to research intensely, get 
all dressed up and give 
a speech on a historical 
figure,” Jackl said. “So 
I really appreciate what 
SAR does to help these 
kids and bring them into 
this uncomfortable space 
in a good way.”

One of  the students 
Jackl recruited to partic-
ipate was Riley Shaner, 
who placed second at the 
national competition in 
2019. Shaner, now also 
an English teacher at 
Seaforth High School, 
recruited two of  her 
students — Stinson and 
Ferm — to compete this 

year.  
From year to year, 

Hoffman continues to 
grow the local contest. 
He credits much of  that 
growth to local support 
from Governors Club 
and buy-in from the 
General Francis Nash 
Chapter. It helps, too, to 
see Hoffman’s passion for 
the event, which turns 
the event from a speech 
competition into what 
Chapter President Al 
Segars calls their “Super 
Bowl.” 

Between each student’s 
speech last Saturday, 
Hoffman delivers histor-
ical orations of  his own. 
He covers the namesake 
of  General Francis Nash, 
the colonial legacy of  
Chatham County, the 
Boston Tea Party and 
more. It’s his way of  
contributing to the com-
petition and keeping up 
the energy of  the crowd 
as the master of  ceremo-
nies. 

“The purpose of  our 
organization is to pre-
serve a respect for our 
heritage,” Hoffman said. 
“Part of  the way you do 
that is through youth 
education. The students 
who give speeches aren’t 
just talking about their 
researched topic, they’re 
making the bridge 
through 250 years of  his-
tory from the Revolution 
to today.”

Through the intertwin-
ing history, writing and 
speech, Hoffman believes 

SILER CITY COMMISSIONERS

Board discusses mayor’s term, grants after-the-fact 
permit for Birch Avenue mural

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Commis-
sioners met for their second 
meeting of  the month Mon-
day, where they held a public 
hearing about the potential 
extension of  the mayor’s term 
from two to four years and ap-
proved a permit for the mural 
on Birch Avenue. 

‘Let the people decide’
Siler City commissioners 

have initiated the process of  
changing the town’s charter to 
extend the mayor’s term from 
two years to four. The town has 
already submitted a bill to the 
N.C. House of  Representatives 
which, upon passing, would 
change the term length. 

The board is permitted to 
make the decision with just a 

vote, but chose to hold a public 
hearing on Monday evening to 
listen to the residents’ opin-
ions on the matter.  Prior to 
Monday’s meeting, the town 
accepted emailed or submitted 
comments from the public. A 
total of  122 residents submitted 
comments, with the over-
whelming majority, 116 people, 
stating opposition to the board 
voting to extend the mayor’s 

term. 
Residents who opposed 

the vote weren’t necessarily 
against changing the may-
or’s term — they wanted the 
chance for the public to decide 
at the ballot box in November. 

A petition submitted by Siler 
City resident Jimmie Pugh had 
more than 120 signatures and 
stated something “this import-
ant” should be a referendum 

on November’s ballot, not 
something the board takes a 
vote on. 

“You promised to serve your 
constituency and take care of  
us to some degree,” Pugh said. 
“We think something of  this 
impact should be decided by 
the people.”

Others in Monday night’s 

See CONTEST, page B7

See BOARD, page B7

Photo by Denny Colvin | General Francis Nash Chapter SAR

Lowell Hoffman, N.C. Rumbaugh chairman, served 
as the master of ceremonies last Saturday at 
Governors Club.

Food Vendor

Vendor
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Photo by Denny Colvin 
| General Francis Nash 

Chapter SAR

Gio Cacciato, 
Northwood senior, 
shares his winning 
speech about the 
lasting legacy of 
Roger Sherman to the 
crowd last Saturday at 
Governors Club as part 
of the Sons of American 
Revolution Rumbaugh 
Oration Contest.

crowd felt the same way. 
“I believe that gover-

nance is an issue for the 
people to decide,” Pamela 
Hall of  Siler City urged 
the board during public 
comment. “The people 
have a decision to make, 
too. So I just hope you 
take the comments that 
are coming and realize 
that people would like to 

see this on November’s 
ballot.”

Some, however, felt 
the board was justified 
in taking a vote Monday 
evening. 

“I believe that having a 
four year mayor’s term is 
very important for con-
tinuity, especially with 
the new industry coming 
to Siler City,” resident 
Denis de St. Aubin said. 
“The board is capable 
of  making that decision 
today.”

The board decided 
to start the process of  
getting the proposition on 
the ballot. The ordinance 
will be developed by town 
staff to put the mayor’s 
term limit on the ballot in 
November 2023. 

Tensions rise over 
Birch Avenue mural

Rev. Donald Matthews 
of  Siler City requested 
an after-the-fact permit 
for the “Founders of  

Birch Avenue” mural 
during Monday’s meet-
ing. The painting was 
commissioned by the 
group Citizens in Action 
in early January and was 
unveiled to the public 
Feb. 27. 

The group had a 
different mural commis-
sioned before in 2021, but 
weren’t happy with the 
results. When Citizens in 
Action had a new team 
assembled to paint a new 
mural over the previous 
one, they did not apply 
for another permit. 

Matthews, however, 
said he spoke to Commis-
sioner Lewis Fadely and 
was left with the impres-
sion no further applica-
tions were needed. 

Mayor Chip Price 
said he thought the new 
mural looked better than 
the previous one, but he 
argued he didn’t like as-
pects of  the new design. 
Specifically, he didn’t like 
the street signs on the 
lower right corner of  the 
mural. 

“One of  the things that 
is precedent is murals 
have to be historical and 
accurate,” Price said. 
“And I don’t think there 
are streets with these 
names in Siler City.”

The street signs in 
question have the words 
“Community Pride” on 
one and “Citizens in Ac-
tion” on the other. Mat-
thews said the signs were 
meant to be a signature 
of  sorts for the organiza-
tion, as well as a remind-
er of  the pride Siler City’s 
Black community feels 
for Birch Avenue. 

“Sometimes artists 
take liberties, and it was 
fine with us,” Matthews 
said. “We didn’t think it 
would be a problem.”

This isn’t the first time 
Price and Matthews have 
been on opposing sides. 
Matthews opposed Price 
in the race for mayor in 
2022 and lost. Matthews 
frequently asks the town 
questions about various 
issues — ranging from 
equity, water quality, 
crime rates and more — 
and isn’t afraid to voice 
criticisms.

Price asked Matthews 
if  it was possible to 
change the signs to be 
“historically accurate” 
and feature real streets 
in Siler City, including 
Birch Avenue. The cur-
rent mural has several 
mentions of  Birch 
Avenue, including on the 
shop signs and depicted 
buildings. Matthews said 
because of  this, changing 
the street signs is unnec-
essary. 

“We came to the board, 
we asked for help and 
you said no,” Matthews 
said. “We got out there 
and scuffled, scraped and 
raised every dime … and 
you want to control what 
it is? There was an oppor-
tunity … there’s so many 
things the board could 
be concentrating on, and 
you want to concentrate 
on the accuracy of  a 
mural.”

The exchange between 
Matthews and Price con-
tinued to escalate, with 
the mayor insisting the 
signs needed to reflect 
real locations in town 

and the pastor arguing 
other murals throughout 
town don’t meet those 
requirements. Matthews 
cited the Coca Cola 
mural and a rabbit mural 
as examples of  murals 
not being “historically 
accurate.”

“Can you tell me the 
historical significance of  
the psychedelic look-
ing mural?” Matthews 
argued. 

Other board members 
felt the signs as they 
are were in compliance 
with the town’s policy on 
murals. 

Commissioner Norma 
Boone, who was present 
at the mural’s unveiling, 
said there was a “sense of  
pride” on Birch Avenue, 
so it was only fitting to 
have that captured on the 
mural. 

“I don’t see where 
that would cause any 
problems because it’s 
recognizing the group 
that actually sponsored 
the mural and then it’s 
also showing that there 
was pride in that in that 
street and what happened 
on that street,” she said. 
“Even though they used 
it a street sign, it really 
adds some significance to 
what it was.”

Commissioners voted 
unanimously to approve 
Matthews’s request, with 
no changes necessary. 
Price, as mayor, only 
votes in the case of  a tie. 
The board’s next meeting 
will be on April 3. 

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com. 

BOARD
Continued from page B6

people better understand 
the past, and the ways it 
still influences us today. 
Segars echoed that senti-
ment. 

“Our society can reach 
back to the young people 
and we can start to learn 
from them what they be-
lieve history is all about,” 
Segars said. “I told the 
contestants, ‘I learned 
something from every 
one of  you today and you 
made my day.’”

National Society of  the 
Sons of  the American 
Revolution is a nonprofit, 
non-partisan organiza-
tion dedicated to promot-
ing patriotism, preserv-
ing American history 
and teaching American 
history to future genera-
tions. The General Fran-
cis Nash Chapter honors 
the commander of  North 
Carolina’s regiments who 
served under General 
George Washington in 
1777 at the battles of  
Brandywine and Ger-
mantown, where a Brit-
ish cannonball mortally 
wounded Nash. For more 
information, visit www.
ncssar.org/chapters/gen-
eral-francis-nash.

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brappa-
port@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter @b_rappaport

CONTEST
Continued from page B6

CHATHAM COMMISSIONERS

Opioid settlement funds approved, 
bringing $4 million to county

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Chatham 
County Board of  Commission-
ers have approved funding from 
the state provided through 
opioid settlements from major 
pharmaceutical manufacturers 
and distributors. 

The funds will bring more 
than $4 million to the county 
budget over the next 17 years to 
help curb the opioid epidemic. 

In 2021 alone, 28 Chatham 
residents died from opioid 
overdoses, according to the 
Chatham County Public Health 
Department. This means the 
county rate of  opioid-related 
overdose deaths, 38.7 deaths per 
100,000 residents, surpassed the 
state average death rate of  34.1 
deaths per 100,000 residents.

The board approved two sep-
arate opioid settlement funds 
during its meeting Monday 
night at the Chatham County 
Agriculture & Conference Cen-
ter in Pittsboro. The first funds 
would give the county roughly 
$2.9 million over 17 years, or 
about $170,000 per year. Those 
funds will be used to fund a full-
time overdose prevention coor-
dinator for the county who will 
work under the public health 

department. These funds will 
also be used to purchase mar-
keting materials, data tracking 
tools and professional training 
for county employees.

In July 2021, North Carolina 
announced a $26 billion agree-
ment with pharmaceutical dis-
tributors of  opioids to bring re-
sources to communities harmed 
by the opioid epidemic. Plans 
for these funds were delayed 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The board was presented plans 
for this funding in last Septem-
ber through a presentation from 
the Sheriff’s Prevention Part-
nership on Controlled Substanc-
es, which is made up of  stake-
holders in Chatham Drug Free, 
the Chatham County Sheriff’s 
Office, Chatham County Public 
Health Department, Chatham 
County Dept. of  Social Services 
and more. Those plans were 
officially approved Monday.

The second approved fund 
will bring an additional $2.3 
million in funds to the county 
over 13 years, or about $178,000 
per year. Both approved funds 
are front-loaded, meaning the 
county receives more funding 
from these settlements in the 
first two years and less in the 
latter stages. The increased 
initial funding will be used to 

onboard the county coordinator 
and purchase the necessary 
research and marketing tools. 

The second approved funds be-
came available to the county when 
the state settled a lawsuit against 
Walmart Inc., Teva Pharmaceu-
tical Industries Ltd., Allergan 
Finance LLC, Allergan Limited, 
CVS Health Corporation, CVS 
Pharmacy Inc. and Walgreens Co.  

The board said the funds 
will “demonstrate solidarity in 
response to the opioid overdose 
crisis, and to maximize the 
share of  opioid settlement funds 
received both in the state and 
this county to help abate the 
harm,” according to the resolu-
tion approving the settlement. 

Other business
• Several rezoning requests 

were approved by the board in 
the Moncure area. This includes 
the Sky Mart, owned by Hardip 
Dhillon located on Old U.S. 1 
Hwy. Sky Mart will move to a 
nearby location to make way for 
interchange improvements to 
the area from the N.C. Dept. of  
Transportation. Those improve-
ments are part of  NCDOT’s 
plans to improve roads leading 
to the incoming VinFast facility 
in the area. The approved rezon-
ing occurred in the consent 

agenda, meaning it was not 
subject to public discussion. 

Other approved rezonings in 
the consent agenda concerned 
Fitch Creations, which is 
developing a 43-lot subdivision 
over 51 acres near Fearrington 
Village called Granville. The 
first plat review was approved, 
meaning the board approved 
proposed plans from the devel-
oper for the site. 

• The board heard an update 
from the Chatham County Con-
ventions and Visitors Bureau. 
Neha Shah, director of  the bu-
reau, said tourism is recovering 
well from the pandemic and she 
believes the construction of  the 
Hampton Inn & Suites in Pitts-
boro will help generate more 
funds through sales tax and 
tourism dollars for the area.

The next Chatham Coun-
ty Board of  Commissioners 
meeting is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
on Monday, April 17, at the 
Chatham County Agriculture & 
Conference Center. For more in-
formation visit www.chatham-
countync.gov/government/
board-of-commissioners.   

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport

Courtesy of the Haw River Assembly

Haw River cleanup
On Saturday, Haw River Assembly hosted its 33rd annual Clean-Up-A-Thon. Over 40 teams participated in the watershed-wide 
effort to remove trash from the river and creeks from Greensboro down to Jordan Lake. The yearly event raises awareness 
about the problem of trash and litter and cleans it up before it’s a hazard to wildlife and water quality. Since 1991 about 7,000 
volunteers have cleaned up 11,000 bags of trash and 2,000 tires from our waterways. Twelve teams from Chatham joined in 
on Saturday, from Chicken Bridge down to Jordan Lake, filling over 80 bags, and picking up tires, car parts and even house 
appliances. Haw River Assembly wishes to thank all the volunteers who took part and our local business sponsors! See more 
photos from the event at: https://hawriver.org/river-cleanup/. In these photo, volunteers with ‘Friends of the Lower Haw’ 
(left) and the Pittsboro Rotary Club are shown.

Did you know a volunteer 
hour is worth $30.00? 

During the 2021-2022 year, 
CISCC had a total of 86 

 volunteers that served 3,612 
hours serving students in 

Chatham County. This 
created $108,360 in added 
value for our community.

this is CIS!
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SANDY BRANCH BAPTIST CHURCH
Sandy Branch Baptist Church will 

meet in our Sunday School classes at 
9:15 a.m on Sunday morning, March 
26. We will join with several other 
local churches for a special prayer 
and worship service at 11 a.m. at the 
Tyson’s Creek Baptist Church Family 
Life Center.

We will not have our usual 11 a.m. 
morning worship service at Sandy 
Branch this Sunday, but invite anyone 
to join us at Tyson’s Creek as several 
congregations join together as one ask-
ing God for revival and renewal in our 
churches and community.

LOVES CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
The Easter  schedule for Loves Creek 

Baptist Church will include an Easter 
Cantata, “We Are Witnesses,” on Sun-

day, April 2 at 10 a.m. presented by the 
adult choir.   

On Easter Sunday, April 9, at 8:30 
a.m., we will have a Son Rise Service, 
followed by a fellowship breakfast at 
9:15. The Easter Worship service will 
begin at 10 a.m. 

All are welcome to join these events.

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Family and Friends Day will be held 

at Community Baptist Church on Sun-
day, March 26 at 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Everyone is in invited and we would 
be honored to have our family, friends, 
and neighbors join us for this special 
day.

The church is located at 2575 Hamp 
Stone Rd., Siler City. For more informa-
tion, visit us online at www.cbcsilercity.
com

CHURCH NEWS

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

The Governor’s visit
N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper visited Chatham County last Thursday, attending a Democratic Party event in Pittsboro at the invitation of Rep. Robert Reives II. 
Cooper, shown speaking with some attendees at the event, helped honor county volunteers and donors. ‘Our officer team is deeply indebted to Robert 
Reives’ campaign for making our event so incredibly successful,’ said Liz Guinan, who’s stepping down from the local party’s chairperson position. 
‘Robert’s generous spirit is on display to all of us in Chatham County, as witnessed by his devotion to bringing manufacturing jobs to Chatham, his work 
in addressing Pittsboro’s water issues, his cooperation in negotiating a state budget, and a host of issues he fights for every day. Robert consistently 
works to improve lives in Chatham County, regardless of party affiliation. We cannot thank him enough.’ Cooper, Reives. Sen. Natalie Murdock and others 
spoke at the event, held at the Chatham County Agriculture & Conference Center. 

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Fidelity Bank breaks ground on 
new Pittsboro location

Fidelity Bank breaks ground on new Pittsboro location 
Fidelity Bank broke ground on its new Pittsboro location on Monday in a 
ceremony featuring Pittsboro branch associates, members of the bank’s 
leadership team and local government officials. The new full-service 
branch will be located at 24 Commerce Court and will feature 10 offices, a 
conference room, three drive-thru lanes and a drive-up ATM. Fidelity Bank 
has operated in Pittsboro from a temporary branch located at 32 Industrial 
Park Drive, Suite 140., since June 2021. The Pittsboro branch team, most 
of which are shown here, consists of Market Executive Katie Walker, 
Business Development Officer Tony Cash, Branch Manager Teresa Farrell, 
Relationship Bankers Cindy Cochie and Sondra Cooper, and Business Loan 
Assistant Courtney Lowe. ‘Our team is thrilled to expand our presence 
in Pittsboro with this investment in the community,’ Walker said. ‘We’re 
passionate about serving the local businesses and residents of Pittsboro 
and the surrounding communities and are committed to providing Right By 
You customer service, offering products and services that meet the needs 
of the community, and volunteering in local organizations to give back to 
the people of the Town of Pittsboro.’ 



Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

CN+R ENTERTAINMENT

CALL NC TRA VEL
919-742-2839 or  Email Amy: apugh@northcarolinatravel.net

Check out our website: www.nctravel.world
105 N. Chatham Ave, Siler City, NC

CALL NC TRA VEL

Looking for the perfect 
Spring Getaway?

Let NC Travel help 
you find it!
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CN+R ENTERTAINMENT

We are cooperative, social-minded, curious, inclusive, searching.
A niche firm with an environmental ethic.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com

919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com
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The egg and I

Honestly, 
it’s a won-
der I could 
look another 
chicken egg 
in the face 
once my dad 
explained 
how babies 
were born.

And Gentle 
Reader, I 
think the 

preceding statement gives you 
a pretty good picture of  thesis, 
content and overall effect of  
that disturbingly colorful, com-
pletely unhelpful explanation 
of  reproduction.

But by the time I asked, in 
the 3rd grade, I already had 
a life-long love of  eggs that 
would’ve been pretty hard to 
shake. Although if, when eat-
ing one, I think too much about 
what they actually are and 
where they came from, I find I 
can’t quite raise fork to mouth.

I’m not here to diss my 
Daddi-o because I also get my 
deep and mighty adoration 
for eggs from him. Growing 
up, breakfast was taken very 
seriously in our house. Dad 
did breakfast cooking on the 

weekends, his specialties were 
oatmeal and omelets.

He’s really good at omelets, 
I always assumed this was 
something every dad could do, 
but he could give Julia a run 
for her money.

I grew up watching my dad 
— if  he were running late for 
work — down a couple of  eggs, 
straight from the shell. So, 
when Rocky Balboa did it, I 
wasn’t sure what the big hairy 
deal was.

Around the same time as 
the “talk” (or should I say, 
“Squawk”?) an egg almost 
killed me.

I thought the fancier hard-
boiled-egg-eating option was 
all-in-one-bite. Yeah, there’s a 
reason why it isn’t. Didn’t see 
any bright lights I wanted to 
go toward, but it felt like I was 
getting fitted for wings.

So, after that I had a bit of  a 
grudge against the hard-boiled 
persuasion. Mixed in tuna, or 
potato salad and later in green 
salad, I was there. But deviled 
eggs and egg salad kind of  
grossed me out.

The hard-boiled mishap 
did nothing to dampen my 
consumption of  just about 

every other preparation. When 
I heard that the folds of  a 
French Chef’s hat represented 
the many ways to cook an egg, 
I wanted to try them all.

Everybody knows that if  
you have a green ring around 
the outside of  the yolk, you’ve 

overcooked it. But overcooking 
occurs way, way sooner than 
that.

A yolk should be moist and 
the white should not rival the 
rubbery nature of  a Stretch 
Armstrong.

I’ve discovered that I am, 

in fact a fan of  deviled eggs. I 
haven’t tried egg salad made 
with jammy eggs yet, but I’ll let 
you know how it goes, Gentle 
Reader.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.

mom.

Jammy Egg
At least 1 egg
Pot with a tight-fitting lid and big enough to fit as many 

eggs as you’re making.
Timer
Patience

Place all the eggs in the pot and cover with cold tap water. 
Put on a burner set to medium-high. Let go, uncovered until it 
comes to a rolling boil.

Cover. Move off heat and let eggs sit undisturbed for 6 min-
utes.

Drain hot water, fill pot with ice and cover with water. Let sit 
for another 6 minutes.

One at a time, gently crack the shell little by little until the 
shell is in tiny pieces still attached to the egg.

Gently, benevolently, peel the egg. You’re gonna have trouble 
with probably 25% of  the eggs, don’t judge your self  when it 
splits or hunks of  white come away with the shell.

Use this in place of  any hard-boiled egg.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

A perfectly-prepared hard-boiled egg.
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GROW YOUR CAREER WITH MOUNTAIRE
WE'RE ALWAYS HIRING!

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C

4 4 1 1  W  G A T E  C I T Y  B L V D .  |  G R E E N S B O R O  |  N C
8  A M  -  5  P M  |  M O N D A Y  -  F R I D A Y

( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

OUR BENEFITS INCLUDE:
On-site Health &     

401(k) and profit sharing
Great benefits
Educational assistance
One week of vacation after

Employee discounts 

90 days and additional 
week after 180 days

on chicken

Wellness Center

Hiring for all shifts 
General Labor starting at 
Industrial Maintenance positions starting
at                                     

        transportation to and from work
from Greensboro or High Point
Guaranteed on-site interviews

(starting pay increases for experience)


