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BUCK TALES

COMING  
EVENTS

Tip-Up Town USA in 

Houghton Lake will be held 

Jan. 20-21 and 27. Visit tipup-

townusa.net for more informa-

tion. 

 

Free Drive Thru Mobile 

Food Distribution, Saturday, 

Feb. 3 at the Clare County 

Transit Corp., 1473 

Transportation Drive, Harrison. 

Food distribution from 10 a.m. 

until at least 11:30 a.m.  Food 

will be placed in your 

trunk/hatchback, so please 

make room in advance.  Please 

bring empty boxes or baskets in 

your trunk for volunteers to put 

the food.  Restrooms will not be 

available. If you do not have 

access to a vehicle or are feel-

ing ill, please stay home and 

arrange for someone to pick up 

your food. 

 

36th Annual Frostbite 

Festival in Harrison Feb 8-10. 

Events include pub crawl, out-

door fun and polar slide at 

Harrison City Park, cornhole 

tournament, craft show, dinner 

show and more! Visit the 

Harrison Area Chamber of 

Commerce for more informa-

tion. 

 

49th Annual Clare Irish 

Festival March 13-17. Visit 

www.claremichigan.com for 

more information. 

 

Snowball Dinner Dance will 

be held March 23 at the 

Harrison Moose Lodge. All 

proceeds will serve homeless 

veterans. Sponsored by 

Veterans3usa. $15 includes din-

ner. Purchase tickets at Moose 

Lodge, Jackpine Restaurant, 

Trails End Restaurant or from 

Maye Tessner Rood. 

 

Leota Community Church 

offers free lunch every other 

Wednesday. All are welcome.  

 

Yoder’s Quilt Auction and 

Flea Market will be held from 

8-5 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 

May 17 and 18. 10885 N. 

Leaton Road in Clare.  

 

For more community events 

visit 

www.clarecountycleaver.net. 

With the advent of extreme 

wintry conditions, residents 

should ensure they are pre-

pared for power outages and 

all their aftermath. Have ade-

quate food and water stocked 

up. And, remember that pets 

who normally live outdoors 

need some extra warmth to 

make it through.
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‘Out of the mouths of babes’

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – After Harrison 

Community Preschoolers kicked off 

the Jan. 8 Harrison Area Community 

Schools Board of Education’s organi-

zational meeting by leading the 

Pledge of Allegiance, it was only nat-

ural the regular meeting would feature 

a building instructional highlight 

about the Great Start Readiness 

Program. That presentation was pro-

vided by Larson Elementary School 

Assistant Principal Sandy Hargraves 

who is in her second year as director 

of that program. 

Hargraves described the preschool’s 

current staff as comprised of four lead 

teachers, four associate teachers, two 

paraprofessionals, two RESD staff 

members and more. She noted the 

school currently has 64 enrolled stu-

dents and that this year all four of the 

school’s classrooms are full.  

“We’ve got the new signage out 

there, because I know a lot of times 

people would come to the doors here 

[Hillside administration building] and 

[say] I’m looking for the preschool,” 

she said. “So, the sign out there has 

been amazing.” 

Hargraves also spoke of switching 

to Brigance Testing, which she said is 

easier to use in tracking student 

progress, and she described as “awe-

some.” 

“They have a new playground out 

there,” Hargraves said. “And we were 

also able to get a new classroom grant. 

Because we went from three class-

rooms to four classrooms, we were 

approved for a $25,000 grant.” 

Some of that grant money was used 

for brand new teachers, with the rest 

going toward paying for the new play-

ground. Hargraves said there is addi-

tional playground equipment that is 

waiting on maintenance personnel 

[and weather] for assembly/installa-

tion. 

“Our most senior staff have been 

mentoring our new teachers, which 

has been amazing,” Hargraves said. 

“They’re helpful and they share 

offices so they can kind of work 

through and help each other.” 

The students also are taking month-

ly walking visits to the Harrison 

District Library. 

“The one time they couldn’t 

because of the weather, the library 

actually came here,” she said. “So, 

they still got their visit.” 

Hargraves also noted that at least 

three of the classrooms, because that’s 

how the grant was written for the pre-

vious year, had a Lego Grant which 

helps students be prepared for Lego 

Robotics and similar things when they 

get to Larson Elementary. 

A telling moment for any school 

that deals with very young students is 

how those children answer preferen-

tial questions. From the mouths of 

those babes came earnest answers to 

the question: What do you love about  

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – Actions taken at 

the Jan. 8 meeting of Harrison City 

Council included adoption of 

meeting minutes of Dec. 18 and 

the day’s Council bills. In his 

Mayor’s Report, Dan Sullivan 

noted having received a thank you 

for Tracy Wheeler-Clay, Chris 

Damvelt and Sharon Hawkins hav-

ing represented the City at the 

funeral visitation for the late Bill 

Bishop. Wheeler-Clay added that 

flowers had been sent on behalf of 

City Council and City Hall staff, as 

well. 

“Thank you for going there,” 

Sullivan said. “And our condo-

lences to the Bishops; they were 

always in attendance here.” 

Sullivan said he is still seeing a 

few cars going the wrong way on 

the one-way street at the post 

office. He also said he had changed 

his mind about commenting that 

the DPW wasn’t seeing any snow, 

as the weather report said it would 

be coming that night. 

Old Business included the 

Second Reading of Ordinance 

2023-06 – Repeal Section 35.004 

Regarding the Keeping of Vicious 

Animals. That change was made 

because the City Ordinance 

already disallowed the owning and 

keeping of vicious animals, thus 

Section 35.004 listing the rules for 

owning and keeping them was 

moot. Justin Cavanaugh, city man-

ager/clerk then read the resolution, 

stating “The City of Harrison 

ordains: City Code Section 35.004 

is hereby repealed.” Council then 

moved to adopt the amended ordi-

nance. 

This led Council member Karen 

Hulliberger to seek clarification of 

chicken-keeping regulations with-

in the city. Cavanaugh stated that 

residents could keep eight chick-

ens, no roosters. 

“You have to get the permit,” he 

said. “And part of the permit 

requires us to come out and look at 

how you’re disposing [of waste], 

and all that kind of stuff.” He 

added that the permit fee is $50. 

Under Reports of Committees 

and Department Heads, treasurer 

Wheeler-Clay reported the office 

is getting ready for auditors, and 

Kathy Maharas was concise, say-

ing “The water department’s doing 

great.” 

Fire Chief Chris Damvelt 

reported three runs since the first 

of the year, one being the Jan. 4 

fatal house fire on Ash Road. He 

said that fire was under investiga-

tion, and noted there were “lots of 

rumors out there flying.” He clari-

fied that there were five people 

living in that trailer house, four 

adults and one 6-year-old child, 

with one of the adults not surviv-

ing. 

“What caused the fire?” he said. 

“We don’t know yet – we may 

never know. The trailer sat east to 

west, and the west end of the trail-

er was completely burned out.” 

Damvelt also referred to his 

report to Council regarding the 

number of runs in the city, which 

included a total of 41 incidents 

and 21 different types of incidents, 

including one fire in a structure 

other than a building. He also 

reported his department purchased 

an air compressor for filling air 

bottles, with delivery expected 

later this month. He said the chas-

sis for the new truck is also 

expected soon, adding that once 

the chassis is done the truck build 

happens fairly quickly. 

New DDA and Recreation 

Director Christie Balog reported 

that she is in the process of learn-

ing a lot and is glad to be on the 

team. 

Cavanaugh reported having 

been off since the Dec. 18 meeting 

and had come in to work at 6 a.m. 

that day just to try to catch up. 

Additionally, work on elections is 

necessitating a plan for how to 

keep track of the many required 

elements, which are “very differ-

ent” – all in addition to his own 

two-page list of things he must do. 

Reporting on behalf of Sam 

Russell, DPW superintendent, 

Cavanaugh said the welder in the 

shop has gone out, that one is 

being borrowed temporarily, but a 

new one needs to be purchased. 

Responding to a request from 

Russell, Council approved an 

expenditure not to exceed $5,000 

for the purchase of a shop welder. 

That meeting day was the first 

day for the new Harrison City Hall 

hours, and it was reported that 

people have already voiced their 

appreciation for being able to 

come in during the lunch hour and 

after 4:30 p.m. 

Under New Business, Council 

moved to adopt Resolution 2024-

01 – Poverty Exemption 

Eligibility requirements, Income 

Standards/Asset Test and 

Application for 2024. This is an 

action of Council required annually. 

Students from the Harrison Community Preschool participate in recita-

tion of the Pledge of Allegiance, kicking off the Jan. 8 meeting of the 

Harrison Community Schools Board of Education. (Cleaver photo by 

Dianne Alward-Biery)

Early Childhood Program Fills Important Role

Harrison City Council members and several city employees attended the Harrison Area Chamber of 

Commerce dinner hosted by Longer Table after the Jan. 8 Council meeting. The informal dinner and 

recap of milestones which both businesses and the Chamber reached in 2023 was led by Wendy Heinig, 

chamber president. (Cleaver photo by Angela Kellogg-Henry)

Council Counters on DNR Building Offer
City Seeks Applicants to Fill Seat Being Vacated by Ryan Colville

See GSRP on page 2

See COUNCIL on page 2
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preschool? Silas said he loves 

recess and likes the excavator. 

Brynley said that she likes writing 

her name. 

The presentation also featured 

photos of students participating in 

various activities, including one 

from that day showing students fin-

ishing up a yoga class and another 

of a library visit. Also shown were 

students with their handmade blan-

kets and pillows provided for 

Christmas during a visit by Santa 

and Mrs. Claus. 

Hargraves concluded by saying, 

“I’m really proud of the staff I have 

over here at the preschool.” 

Superintendent Judy Walton 

offered her congratulations to 

Hargraves for embracing the pro-

gram wholeheartedly in addition to 

her position as assistant principal. 

“She’s done a really great job 

supporting teachers, supporting 

their growth, growing us from three 

classrooms to four this year,” 

Walton said, adding that she enjoys 

being asked to step in to cover 

when Hargraves needs to step 

away. “Then I get to help out, too, 

without stepping on toes. So, I just 

want to thank you, Sandy, for all 

you’re doing with that program in 

addition to everything else that you 

have on your plate at Larson.”

Also addressed was the sale of the old DNR building at 714 First St. 

and two purchase agreement offers. One was a $50,000 cash offer from a 

retail marijuana business, and the other was a land contract offer of 

$65,000 with $15,000 down for a proposed used car lot. 

Cavanaugh said the choice to make any counter offer or the amount 

thereof was totally up to Council, but urged the property get back onto 

the tax roll sooner than later. He said that if it could be closed in roughly 

30 days, there was a possibility of getting it back on this year’s tax roll. 

“Whatever we would get for the property that we didn’t pay anything 

for – and that would cost us thousands of dollars to renovate,” he said. 

“And cost annually to maintain, because we have to mow it every couple 

weeks. That’s what I’m looking at; we’re dumping money into it … what 

I focus on is get it back on the tax roll and stop maintaining.” 

Discussion included noting a marijuana business would also bring in 

an additional $50,000 annually to the city, which Cavanaugh said was not 

guaranteed into the future. He pointed out that if the business closes, at 

least there would be a renovated building in town. 

Damvelt also questioned the address for the property, saying he recalls 

it from his time working there for the DNR as being 708 First St. 

Cavanaugh said he would have the real estate agent look into that. 

Angela Kellogg-Henry, mayor pro tem, voiced her opinion on the sit-

uation by saying, “As much as I don’t want another dispensary in town – 

not that the other one is problematic, I just think it’s unnecessary – I 

would lean toward the $50,000 for the dispensary.” 

Hulliberger agreed with the stipulation the buyer assume closing costs, 

and Sullivan agreed that the City should net $50,000. It was decided the 

counter offer price should go up to include the real estate agency’s com-

mission fee. 

Council then moved to make a counter offer of $55,000 on the cash 

offer to include closing costs. 

When it was suggested the land contract person could look into the 

property across the street [former Big Joe’s car lot], Cavanaugh said there 

was activity on that property, with a site plan in the works for a Biggby 

Coffee. 

In Closing Remarks, Council member Ryan Colville informed that the 

next Council meeting would probably be his last, as he and his wife had 

purchased a house outside the city [in Midland]. Cavanaugh said the open 

position would be advertised, and if applicants materialize, interviews 

could be held prior to the next meeting. 

“If we can get a good applicant or two, hopefully we can appoint some-

one at the next meeting to replace Ryan,” he said. 

Council will meet next at 6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 22 at Harrison City Hall, 

2105 Sullivan Drive.

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – Included in the 

Jan. 8 meeting of the Harrison 

Community Schools Board of 

Education was business manager 

Chad Hathcock’s presentation of 

the 2023-2024 Amended Budget: 

amended from the budget previ-

ously approved in July. Some of 

the items noted as budget assump-

tions included an enrollment of 

1,244; and this year’s state per-stu-

dent allotment of $9,608. Hathcock 

said the state had come up with 

some new categories: District 

Transportation which is funded at 

$190,000 currently, and 

Enrollment Stabilization which – 

after five students are lost – funds 

districts up to a certain amount per 

student lost “up to those five stu-

dents.” 

Grant funding remains the same: 

Title I, Title II, Title IV. He said it 

is expected that Title V also will 

come in this year. Hathcock said 

the IDEA [Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act] is 

through the Clare-Gladwin RESD, 

plus the Great Start Readiness 

Program funding which includes 

classrooms, transportation and 

$25,000 for startup. He said it was 

not likely that HCS would have to 

use any General Fund dollars to 

fund the GSRP classes. 

Of note was Hathcock’s com-

ment that all the personnel con-

tracts expire this year: that includes 

90 teachers, plus support staff at 

the Central Office. He said one 

thing working in the district’s favor 

is the hard cap which limited the 

health insurance increase to 3%. 

He also reported that a bit of 

ESSER 2 funds were left and had 

been spent out, also that a good 

Above, the new sign which guides visitors to the Great Start 

Readiness Program at Harrison Community Schools.  

 Below, Harrison Community Preschool students hug the pillows 

and blankets they received for Christmas when Santa and Mrs. Claus 

visited. (Screen capture photos) 

During the Jan. 8 school board meeting, Sandy Hargraves, Larson 

assistant principal and Great Start Readiness Program director, 

describes the GSRP students and their activities. (Cleaver photo by 

Dianne Alward-Biery)

COUNCIL from page 1

GSRP from page 1

portion of the ESSER 3 funds are 

earmarked for HVAC. Hathcock 

said he anticipates the HVAC work 

will start in late February/early 

March. He also noted that tax dol-

lars are coming in from the city and 

townships, bringing the district’s 

cash balance back up. Another rev-

enue item cited was the Enrollment 

Stabilization amount of $15,000. 

Although not included in the 

budget, Hathcock said he anticipat-

ed receiving funds from First 

Robotics. He said application was 

made but he had yet to hear on that 

one. He reported extensively on all 

the details of incoming funding and 

where it would be designated. He 

said total revenues were estimated 

at $23,841,000. Expenditures were 

cited as $23,200,000 which leaves 

revenues over expenditures by 

roughly $600,000. 

“I’m sure there will be some pot-

holes along the way,” he said. “It 

would be nice to have that much, 

but I’m not banking on it.” 

He further cited the $3,392,314

Board Hears of Amended Budget, Policy Changes, Hirings

During the Jan. 8 school board meeting, Judy Walton, HCS superinten-

dent, informs of a change to the state’s transportation funding formula 

which more equitably distributes support to more rural districts such as 

Harrison. (Cleaver photo by Dianne Alward-Biery)

Superintendent Rated ‘Effective’ Overall

See BOE on page 5
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60+ years old, donation of $2.25 requested. 
Under 60 years old, $5.00 per meal.  
Please Note: We are delivering Meals on 
Wheels Monday - Friday. Congregate  
Centers are OPEN to the public. All Seniors 
(60+), can pick up a meal to go.  
You must call: Harrison 989-539-6515 OR 
Lake George/Clare 989-588-9841 ext. 01 to  
reserve.   

Monday, Jan. 22 
Sloppy Joe, Redskin Mashed  
Potatoes, Mixed vegtables, 

Mango, Chocolate Milk  

Tuesday, Jan. 23 
Chicken & Rice, Brown Sugar 
Glazed Carrots, Green Beans 

 O’Malley, Orange, Milk 
 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 24 
Ravioli, Broccoli, Sliced  

Strawberries, Yogurt, Milk 
 Thursday, Jan. 25 

Southern Style Pork Chop,  
Peas & Pearl Onions, Sliced  
Carrots, Peachy Jello, Milk 

  Friday, Jan. 26 
 Salsa Chicken, Spanish Rice, 

Winter Blend Vegtables, Sliced 
Pears, Bread, Choc. Milk

January 22 - 26

As we go into the third week of 

January, we hope that the lakes 

will start to cover over with ice 

and get us out and do some ice 

fishing. Over the first week of 

January, many were disappointed 

that the lakes were still open.  

Over the years ice fishermen 

were accustomed to going fishing 

for the first time in the winter 

around the first of the year. 

Hopefully, the ice will cover the 

lakes and fishermen will get their 

fishing equipment and get out on 

the ice as soon as they can. As the 

times goes by and the lakes are all 

frozen, ice fishermen will be gath-

ering out on the ice. Over the past 

couple days, fishermen could be 

able to check the ice and see if it 

became safe and they will be out 

on the ice. 

 Ice fishing has changed over 

several decades of the past. One 

thing that changed many years ago 

was how we handled bait. Today 

we have plastic minnow buckets 

and long ago we all had galva-

nized metal buckets. The metal 

one lets you pull up an inner metal 

bucket and retrieve a minnow and 

replace the rest back. The only 

problem was after some time they 

rusted a hole through the bucket. 

Now, when you want to get some 

bait, at the bait store, for some 

bugs to go ice fishing. The clerk 

will get you a small plastic con-

tainer with a few bugs in it and 

hand it to you for a cost. 

 When we were teenagers, the 

Wizards of the Woods would gath-

er Copenhagen cans and when we 

got enough, we would go the bait 

shop and give them to the bait 

shop owner a large sack of those 

empty cans. Another thing we 

would bring to the bait shop were 

small red cans called Prince Albert 

tobacco and others. They too were 

used to hold your fishing bugs. All 

you had to do was put the Prince 

Alberts or Copenhagen cans in 

your shirt pocket to keep the bugs 

thawed.  

Some fishermen are just waiting 

for the ice to thicken and get out 

on the ice and fish. So basically, 

we just wait and see. Some asked 

what I did on New Year’s Eve, and 

I just told people I stayed in the 

house and just watched what was 

going on in New York City. Some 

other fishermen went down to the 

shore and just watched the sky it 

wasn’t long, and they returned to a 

warm house. 

 I remember when we were just 

   Men cutting ice on Budd Lake in the 1890s. (Photo courtesy of Cody Beemer)

teenagers; the Wizards of the 

Woods would walk out on the ice 

and check to see if it was safe. We 

would walk out holding these big 

ice spuds to see if the ice was 

thick. These spuds they owned 

weighed about ten to fifteen 

pounds or more.  

For those that are interested in 

going out hunting for deer it’s still 

possible for bow hunting. They 

moved the last day for bow hunt-

ing from the first of January to the 

last day of January. Check with the 

DNR for more information.  

Now that we are in a new year, I 

was told that this year is the year 

that designated me for teaching 

Hunters Safety Classes for fifty 

years. I am so proud. I have been 

told several times by some chil-

dren that I taught a child’s grand-

father. I want to commend all the 

people that spent a lot of time with 

our youth teaching hunter’s safety 

class. The next one should be 

sometime in April. Check with the 

DNR online and see when the 

classes are available.  

It’s a great time for people to get 

out and walk or go to Mid 

Michigan College hiking trails. 

It’s a great place to walk in snow-

shoes on their trail. Another place 

where it’s great to snowshoe is at 

Hardwick Pines State Park near 

Grayling. They also teach how to 

make your own snowshoes. They 

are online. 

  I wish everyone a great day 

outdoors. Make sure you check the 

ice is solid. Always carry ice 

spikes around your neck in case 

you go through the ice. Enjoy your 

time in the great outdoors. Again, I 

remind you all, make sure the ice 

is safe before you go on the ice. Be 

safe.  

future use. In March of 1946, the 

Clare Sentinel printed an item that 

read, “Albert Whitmer and a crew 

of men started cutting ice to fill his 

ice house on Budd Lake Monday 

morning.” 

Ice houses, could also be a fire haz-

ard. Large buildings with sawdust 

and other packing materials often 

caught fire and were a 

total loss absent mod-

ern fire fighting 

equipment.  

   In 1891 the Clare 

Democrat and Press 

reported, “The burn-

ing of the mammoth 

ice house belonging to 

the Cincinnati Ice 

Company, which was 

located at the head of 

Budd lake, near 

Harrison, will involve 

a loss of upwards of 

$10,000 to that com-

pany. The fire 

occurred at an early 

hour last Friday morn-

ing. Incendiary origin 

is intimated. The 

house had a capacity 

of about 20,000 tons 

and was about two 

thirds full when it 

burned. The company will not 

rebuild and are looking elsewhere 

for their supply.” 

   In 1923 the P.M. R.R. [Pere 

Marquette Rail Road] built an ice 

house for the sum of $65,000. It 

was 112x196 feet and 30 feet to the 

eaves. It later burned. 

‘Ice Works’ and Sometimes It Doesn’t

By ANGELA KELLOGG-

HENRY with CODY BEEMER 

 

   We may take ice for granted 

today. It’s everywhere from a 

freezer at every convenience store 

to the door of our home refrigera-

tors. With the temperatures this 

week we could make it outside in a 

short time! That’s exactly where 

ice used to come from, nature-

namely lakes and streams. Cut dur-

ing the winter and stored in ice 

houses of every size for use in the 

warmer months.  

   In 1890 it was unseasonably 

warm in Ohio and southern 

Michigan and the ice didn’t get 

thick enough to harvest. The need 

for ice to be shipped south was so 

great that every lumberjack and 

teamster in the surrounding woods 

were paid to turn their crosscut 

saws into ice cutting tools. 

Michigan’s lumber industry paid 

better by far than the California 

Gold Rush and Budd Lake’s ice 

paid better than white pine in 

1890. 

   Lumberjacks often worked at an 

ice works using their huge cross 

cut saws to saw ice into blocks. On 

Budd Lake, the ice was sent up the 

mechanical slides and onto the 

waiting trains or stored in the ice 

houses. The photos shown here are 

on Budd Lake, near the area north 

of the Saxton Park, also called the 

power dock. 

   Sawdust was a burdening waste 

product and a tremendous poten-

tial fire hazard but an ice works 

acting in companion with lumber 

mills made good business sense. 

Sawdust, a byproduct of mill oper-

ation, was used for its insulating 

properties to pack ice for storage 

and shipping. Ice was cut from the 

lake and stored in ice houses and 

later sold during the summer for a 

premium price.   

   The importance of keeping and 

storing ice is hard for us to imagine 

today. It was also a livelihood for 

many. The Clare Sentinel ran this 

item in October of 1921. “New Ice 

House Being Erected A. Dale, 

Clare’s city milkman, this week 

has commenced the erection of an 

ice house near the mill pond that 

will have a capacity of 1500 tons 

of ice which he expects to fill and 

deliver to his patrons next summer 

and also supply hie own wants in 

connection with bis milk business. 

The ice famine which has nearly 

overcame several Clare businesses 

for the past several years on 

account of the gradual increasing 

demand will now be completely 

eliminated as this together with the 

Clare Ice Go. will amply supply 

the city’s demand at all times.” 

   An amusing item was in the 

January 23, 1885 Clare County 

Press. “E.L. Squire is about done 

packing ice, having put in a supply 

of about a hundred tons which he 

thinks will be adequate for all 

demands next summer. Ed says he 

has received from 116 individuals, 

116 different plans for building an 

ice house and he is a little in doubt 

as to whether his ice will keep the 

way he has packed it. Each one of 

the 116 plans was guaranteed to be 

the only way to pack ice so that it 

wouldn’t melt.” 

   Not all ice houses were large 

commercial operations. Many 

farms and homes had their own 

smaller ice houses as well.  

   The January 1928 issue of the 

Clare Sentinel reported on several 

ice items. “The Magnus boys are 

filling the Boy Scouts ice house 

also theirs, the ice is a very nice 

quality.” and “Saturday afternoon 

the Harrison Elevator finished fill-

ing their ice house.” 

   In 1932 the Clare Sentinel ran 

the following items. “Ira Badget 

has got his ice house filled so the 

people of Farwell will not have to 

worry over ice.” And “The P.M. 

Co. are now putting up some more 

ice from our [Farwell] sparkling 

creek. We hear they intend filling 

50 [rail] cars as well as the large 

ice house.” 

   Even into the 1940s ice was cut 

from local lakes and stored for 

   A train can be seen at top right. This photo is part of a series showing 
the operation of the Wilson Ice Works. 

2024 Black Lake sturgeon season begins Feb. 3
   The 2024 lake sturgeon fishing 
season on Black Lake in 
Cheboygan County, Michigan, will 
begin at 8 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 3. All 
anglers must register online to par-
ticipate in the fishing season, and 
those age 17 or older must have a 
valid Michigan fishing license. 
   The harvest limit for the 2024 
season on Black Lake is six lake 
sturgeon. Officials will close the 
season when one of two scenarios 
occurs: 
   -The sixth fish is harvested. 
   -Five fish have been harvested at 
the end of any fishing day. 
   Fishing hours are 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
each day of the season. The season 
will end either at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, or when one of 

the above sce-
narios is met, at 
which point 
anglers will be 
notified via text 
message and on 
the ice by DNR 
personnel that 
they must 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
stop fishing for lake sturgeon. 
   Anyone who wants to partici-
pate this year must register online 
by Feb. 2. Get more registration 
and season information at 
Michigan.gov/Sturgeon. 
Participating anglers must bring 
their own bright red flags (1-foot 
diameter or larger) to hang on their 
fishing shanties so that DNR per-

sonnel can identify those who are 
sturgeon fishing. Season officials 
emphasize that anglers are asked 
to hang one or more flags in highly 
visible locations on their shanties, 
because DNR personnel must be 
aware of which anglers are pursu-
ing sturgeon fishing. 
   Anyone harvesting a lake stur-
geon must immediately contact 
DNR personnel on the ice. Official 

registration of 
each harvested 
fish will take 
place at a DNR 
trailer located 
on or near the 
ice at the end of 
Zollner Road in 
the northwest 
part of Black 

Lake. Harvest registration may 
include an examination of the fish's 
internal organs and removal of a 
piece of fin tissue for DNA analysis 
or aging. 
Lake sturgeon rehabilitation efforts 
in Black Lake over the last two 
decades have been a successful col-
laboration between the DNR, 
Sturgeon for Tomorrow, tribal 

agencies, Michigan State 
University and Tower-Kleber 
Limited Partnership. This popula-
tion has increased in the past 20 
years due to lake sturgeon rearing 
and stocking efforts, research and 
protection of spawning adults, and 
this trend is expected to continue. 
   Anglers should be aware of mar-
ginal ice conditions on regional 
lakes so far this year and use 
extreme caution when fishing. 
DNR staff will notify participants 
by email if instructions and proce-
dures change due to ice conditions 
on Black Lake. The Black Lake stur-
geon season starting date will not 
change. 
   Visit Michigan.gov/IceSafety for 
tips to stay safe on the ice. 

   The Clare Sentinel reports on the ice harvest 
in 1935.



Thursday, January 18, 2024Page 4 THE CLARE COUNTY CLEAVER • HARRISON, MICHIGAN

Submit All Editorials/Letters To The Editor content/inquiries to: 

 CLARE COUNTY CLEAVER • clarecountycleaver.net 

EMAIL: editor@clarecountycleaver.net • 989-539-7496

CURTIS HONEYCUTT

• ClareCountyCleaver.net 
• EMAIL: editor@clarecountycleaver.net   

• 989-539-7496

EDITORIAL

 IN CLARE COUNTY:  

• 3 months: $11 

• 6 months: $20 

• 1 year: $30 

• 2 years: $60  

• 3 years: $90 

 

 

OUTSIDE OF CLARE 

COUNTY:  

• 3 months: $12 

• 6 months: $21 

• 1 year: $32 

• 2 years: $64 

• 3 years: $96 

Online Only Subscriptions: $26 per year 

S
U

B
S

C
R

IB
E

 T
O

D
A

Y

Grammar Guy

KEYSOR BUILDERS

 
Harrison, Michigan  

Owner  
Steve Keysor

989-539-5911

Licensed   Insured

• New Homes  
• Garages  
• Polebarns  

• Decks  
• Siding  
• Roofing 

Don’t anger the 

underground 

supervolcano

There’s a supervolcano under 

Yellowstone National Park called 

the Yellowstone Caldera that last 

erupted in a big way approximate-

ly 640,000 years ago. The next 

time it erupts, it could potentially 

result in a large swath of North 

America getting covered in ash, 

creating a sustained volcanic win-

ter that kills roughly half the 

world’s population. Before we get 

ahead of ourselves, scientists at the 

Yellowstone Volcano Observatory 

warn against overreacting to 

reports that this supervolcano is 

overdue for another full-scale 

eruption. In fact, they reassure us 

that “recurrence intervals of these 

events are neither regular nor pre-

dictable.” 

 Oh, good. The dormant super-

volcano is unpredictable. Let’s not 

anger it. 

 Okay, let’s set aside the looming 

volcano apocalypse to discuss the 

words “sit” and “set.” These two 

are easily confused and often get 

mistakenly interchanged.  

 Set means to “put something in 

a specific place.” Set is (almost 

always) a transitive verb. 

Transitive verbs are always action 

verbs and they always require 

direct objects. Direct objects act on 

another noun. Take the following 

sentence: 

 We should set aside our differ-

ences; the big volcano could erupt 

at any time. 

 “We” is the subject. “Set” is the 

transitive verb. “Differences” is 

the direct object.  

 Sit means “to be seated.” Sit is 

an intransitive verb. Intransitive 

verbs are always action verbs, and 

they do not require direct objects. 

Consider this example: 

 You shouldn’t sit there; the 

supervolcano is directly beneath 

your feet! 

 In the first complete thought 

before the semicolon, “you” is the 

subject, and “sit” is the intransitive 

verb. The sentence has no direct 

object. 

 Set requires another thing—you 

can set secret Oreos on top of the 

cabinet so your kids don’t know 

about them. You can set your keys 

on the table. When you sit, you sit 

yourself and nothing else. I sit. She 

sits. Banjo, the trained sloth, sits on 

the top of the giant cheese sculpture. 

The supervolcano sits and waits to 

wreak havoc on planet Earth. You 

get the idea. 

Whether or not the Yellowstone 

Caldera decides to usher in the end 

of humanity, it’s a good idea to 

understand the difference between 

“sit” and “set.” Although I doubt the 

world depends on it, our future lava 

overlords may give us a pop quiz on 

the difference between the two. 

Depending on which version of the 

multiverse we currently inhabit, hav-

ing a solid handle on “sit” and “set” 

could save us from total destruction. 

 
Curtis Honeycutt is a syndicated 

humor columnist. He is the author 
of “Good Grammar is the Life of 
the Party: Tips for a Wildly 
Successful Life.” Find more at cur-
tishoneycutt.com. 
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The Greenwood Township 

Board held its regular monthly 

meeting on Jan. 10. There were six 

visitors present. Harrison District 

Library rep Nancy House 

informed us of ongoing activities. 

County Commissioner Dale 

Majewski gave his report.  

Under Unfinished Business, the 

supervisor advised attendees that 

installation of the new electronic 

signboard should occur by the 

next monthly Board meeting. The 

Harding Avenue blight complaint 

issues do not fall within the town-

ship’s blight ordinance. The clerk 

noted that the cemetery has accu-

mulated a pile of dirt and branches 

over the years that needed to be 

addressed. The supervisor will 

reach out to our landscaper about 

removal. There was also discus-

sion on a privacy fence to be 

placed in front of the dumpster. 

The hall’s alarm panel is the origi-

nal from when the building was 

built. While the alarm itself has 

recently been updated, a new 

panel with remote features that 

can be accessed through a mobile 

app is now available. The board 

voted to move forward using 

ARPA funds.  

Under New Business, the fire 

contract for 2024 was presented, 

without any rate increase by the 

City of Harrison, and was 

approved unanimously. The Board 

tabled discussion relating to a 

Poverty Guidelines Resolution. 

The three members of the Board of 

Review are returning and the 

Board voted to approve updated 

training; an alternate BOR mem-

ber is being sought. The Board 

voted to retain Artsy Landscaping 

for the next contract period. The 

2024-2025 meeting dates were 

approved. The FOIA policy will 

be updated and simplified. 

Under Board Member com-

ments, the following items were 

noted: Lorie Fliegel attended a 

special Road Commission meet-

ing. Seventy percent of Clare 

County roads are gravel. Rachel 

Mackson will send out absentee 

ballots once they are ready. Jess 

McClaughry thanked the Board of 

Review members for their contin-

ued service and noted that the 

Christmas Party attendance was 

disappointing. The County’s 

Animal Control Center appreciat-

ed the donations from our town-

ship. 

The next regular township board 

meeting will be held at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 14. Greenwood 

Township residents are especially 

invited to attend, but all meetings 

are open to the public.

GAIL GARRITY 

Greenwood Trustee

G R E E N W O O D  T O W N S H I P  N E W S

WWII Navy Seabee celebrates  

his 100th birthday

Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting 

Commission to begin mapping sessions for state 

House districts

LANSING – The Michigan 

Independent Redistricting 

Commission (MICRC) was sched-

uled to begin court-ordered mapping 

sessions for seven Michigan House 

districts at a virtual meeting Jan. 16. 

That meeting and all future mapping 

sessions will be livestreamed on the 

MICRC YouTube channel. 

 Individuals can submit written 

public comment or sign up for live 

public comment using the form at 

this link: https://forms.office.com/ 

g/JymDHUgHd9. The Commission 

will continue to accept email, mail 

and/or paper submissions and com-

ments from the public. All written 

public comment submitted to the 

Commission will be posted on the 

MICRC website at 

Michigan.gov/MICRC.  

 MICRC mapping meetings dur-

ing the week of Jan. 22 will be in 

person at Cadillac Place in Detroit 

and at additional Detroit locations to 

be determined. Meetings the week 

of Jan. 29 will be virtual. All 

MICRC mapping session dates, 

times, and locations are available 

online at this link: 

bit.ly/MICRCmapdates. 

 More information about the 

MICRC can be found at 

Michigan.gov/MICRC.

waived bootcamp for us, but if we 

flunked out of school that’s where 

they would’ve sent us.” 

After 16 months at Northwestern, 

Prottengeier had earned enough 

credits for a degree in civil engineer-

ing. He was then called for 

Midshipmen School in Camp 

Endicott, Rhode Island for the Civil 

Engineer Corps. 

Though it was more than 80 years 

ago, Prottengeier still vividly recalls 

the names of his friends and instruc-

tors while at Camp Endicott. 

“Yeah, Ensign DeSenzel, Ensign 

Fell and Ensign Konowski,” he says. 

“I guess I have a good memory. This 

guy named Dick Fell became a real-

ly good buddy of mine, he went to 

high school at Detroit 

Southwestern.” 

After he completed training, 

Prottengeier was selected to be a 

platoon officer for the next class of 

midshipmen. In summer of 1945, he 

received orders to be sent to the 

Pacific. 

“It was about August of 1945, just 

before we dropped the bomb,” said 

Prottengeier. “They had prepared 

my midshipman class of 400 offi-

cers to do whatever we were sup-

posed to do. Seabees followed the 

invasion force. I lucked out, I never 

had to face bullets.” 

“We first went to Oakland, 

California, to pick up transportation 

to Pearl Harbor in Hawaii,” 

Prottengeier continued. “Then to 

Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands, to 

Guam, then to Okinawa, Japan.” 

Prottengeier was stationed at 

Nakagusuku Bay in Okinawa, nick-

named “Buckner Bay” in memory 

of Lt. Gen. Simon Buckner Jr., com-

mander of the U.S. land forces who 

was killed in June of 1945. 

Prottengeier spent 11 months in 

Okinawa as an ensign with a con-

struction and maintenance battalion. 

The unit built and maintained bar-

racks and facilities such as power 

plants and water treatment plants. 

In June 1946, Prottengeier took a 

ship from Okinawa to San 

Francisco, before being sent to 

Chicago to be discharged. He then 

returned home to Flint to work in 

construction. Six months later, he 

met his wife Marian at a holiday 

party. 

“I knew her brother,” he says. 

“We graduated from the same high 

school. I was at a party, and I saw 

this beautiful girl. I asked my buddy 

who she was, and he said it was 

Wesley Cowell’s sister.” 

The couple was married for 73 

years and had three children and two 

grandchildren before Marian passed 

in 2020 at 93 years old. 

Today, Prottengeier lives in 

Burton, just east of Flint, and stays 

active by volunteering at Bendle 

Schools in Burton, swimming and 

doing yoga three times a week at U 

of M Flint and walking a mile 

around his neighborhood when the 

weather permits. 

Prottengeier’s family is planning a 

private celebration for his 100th 

birthday but encourages those who 

know him to reach out to him via 

Facebook, give him a call or send 

him a card to wish him a happy 

birthday.

In 1942, Maurice “Bud” 

Prottengeier, an 18-year-old college 

student, decided to enlist in the 

Navy along with his friends before 

they were drafted into World War II. 

Although that was 82 years ago, the 

Flint native has no problem recall-

ing the details. 

“At the time, I was in my second 

year of junior college at Northport 

College in Chicago,” Prottengeier 

says. “We all knew that we were 

probably going to have to go some-

where. We went down and joined 

the Navy that day.” 

On Jan. 13, 2024, Prottengeier  

celebrated his 100th birthday – one 

of only about 5,000 surviving 

WWII veterans in Michigan. 

Prottengeier, a widower and 

father of three, is living proof that 

age is just a number. He still swims 

and does yoga, volunteers at a 

school in the Flint area and can 

recite the names of his fellow sailors 

and tell you how much he made in 

the Navy more than eight decades 

ago. 

Prottengeier was born in Flint on 

Jan. 13, 1924, and attended Mt. 

Morris High School. His father, 

Ted, served in World War I as an 

electrician’s mate in the US Navy. 

In September of 1940, the United 

States instituted the Selective 

Training and Service Act, which 

required all men ages 18 to 45 to 

register for the draft. In 1942, 

Prottengeier says they started draft-

ing 18-year-olds. Knowing his time 

would likely come soon, he and his 

friends decided to enlist. 

Prottengeier would serve in the U.S. 

Naval Construction Battalion, better 

known as the Seabees. 

Because Prottengeier was in col-

lege, he was eligible to join the 

Navy College Training Program (V-

12), where participants were placed 

on active duty as apprentice sea-

men. Candidates were not subject to 

the draft if they retained their enlist-

ed ranking and kept up with their 

schoolwork. 

“They sent me to Northwestern 

University in Chicago, and I was an 

apprentice seaman making 21 bucks 

a month,” Prottengeier says. “They 

At left, Maurice “Bud” Prottengeier (U.S. Navy photo) and at 

right, Prottengeier walking a mile around his neighborhood, which 

he does as weather permits to stay fit.
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audited fund balance from June 

30, 2023. 

“So, if all this came to play, our 

projected fund balance would be 

just over $4 million,” Hathcock 

said. “That would make our per-

centage just over 17% and the 

Board wants to be at 15%. Last 

year we were just over 14%.” 

Walton explained that due to the 

work of a transportation task 

force, the state has instituted a for-

mula for allotting transportation 

dollars based on miles driven, age 

of buses, and other criteria. This is 

a departure from the former flat 

per-pupil rate, which did not take 

into consideration costs for rural 

districts which transport across 

hundreds of square miles  com-

pared to districts serving con-

densed walking populations. 

“It was for this year only,” she 

said. “Hopefully, it’s something 

the Legislature will see fit to con-

tinue to help make up that differ-

ence between rural and urban dis-

tricts because transportation does 

look so different – and more than 

50% of the districts in Michigan 

are rural, so it really was helping a 

lot of kids and a lot of districts be 

able to transport.” 

Also included was the first read-

ing of the Thrun Board Policy 

changes, which HCS 

Superintendent Judy Walton 

described as resulting from 

changes to law.  

“Most if not all of these have 

come from the changes in the 

law,” Walton said. “Some will 

take effect in February, most take 

effect July 1, 2024.” 

Under the Consent Agenda, the 

Board moved to:  

-Approve regular meeting min-

utes of Dec. 11, 2023. 

-Approve financial reports for 

Dec. 1-31, 2023. 

-Approve the hiring of Amber 

Carmack as special education 

paraprofessional at Larson 

Elementary School. 

-Approve Craig Smith as the 

seventh-grade basketball coach. 

The meeting’s Non-Consent 

Agenda included acceptance of 

the aforementioned 2023-2024 

Amended Budget. Also included 

was completion of the 

Superintendent Evaluation which 

had been tabled in December due 

to student growth data having not 

been provided timely by the state. 

Kendra Durga, BOE president, 

described the evaluation results as 

a 3.0 rating for the sum of student 

growth and district goals, with an 

overall evaluation of 80% which 

equates as Effective. The Board 

then moved to approve unani-

mously that evaluation result. 

Under Informational Items, 

Walton stated that she had 

accepted, with regret, the resig-

nation of Phil Rogers, high 

school paraprofessional, who had 

moved out of the district. She 

also noted that January is School 

Board Appreciation Month and 

read the following: 

“It’s a time for us to express 

our gratitude for the seven of you 

who are very dedicated and con-

tribute tirelessly to the improve-

ment of Harrison Community 

Schools. You play such a crucial 

role in shaping the future of our 

students, our schools, and our 

community. You demon-

strate selfless com-

mitment. You 

invest countless 

hours in strate-

gic policy 

p l a n n i n g 

development 

and decision-

making to 

ensure the best 

possible learn-

ing environment 

for all students, 

staff and families. A 

lot of times people in the 

community don’t know that in 

addition to what you see here at 

the meetings, school board mem-

bers serve on administrative com-

mittees. They’re a liaison 

between the community and the 

district. They foster open com-

munication and collaboration. It’s 

not uncommon at all if when 

they’re at a school event or out in 

the community, people will 

approach, ask questions, and 

really see them as their conduit to 

what’s going on here in the 

school. 

“They all have such unique 

ability to navigate complex 

issues, to address diverse con-

cerns, and to really make 

informed decisions that really 

showcase their leadership and 

dedication. So, this is our oppor-

tunity to recognize and honor 

them for their unwavering com-

mitment to the betterment of edu-

cation and the empowerment of 

all Hornets, whether they be stu-

dents, staff, alumni or families in 

our community. So, we just want 

to take a moment to say thank you 

to you.” 

She then passed out certificates 

of appreciation to the Board 

members, which were accompa-

nied by “to go” bags that had 

been prepared by Chartwells 

staff. 

Under Public Comment there 

was initial silence, then one staff 

member apparently jinxed it all 

by saying, “I just want to say we 

haven’t used any snow days yet.” 

BOE from page 2 Hmmm. 

Then, under Communication, 

Walton noted the many inter-dis-

trict text messages which had 

been flying regarding the 

impending snowstorm, adding 

that the goal always is to keep 

everybody safe. That was 

Monday, Jan. 8, and as it turned 

out, school was canceled for 

Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday, then again for Monday, 

Jan. 15 – so, in one fell swoop 

HCS  amassed four snow days 

over the following five school 

days. 

In her Superintendent’s Report, 

Walton touched on student voic-

es being alive and well in 

the population, lauding 

student participation in 

Patriot’s Pen and 

Voice of Democracy. 

She also informed 

that a new group 

math work group 

comprised of a K-5 

representative from 

Larson and all the 

middle and high school 

math teachers would be 

meeting twice monthly to 

work through determining the 

district’s current status, its posi-

tion in terms of resources aligned 

with the district’s current stan-

dards and vision for excellence in 

mathematics learning. She said 

that could yield recommendations 

being brought to the board for 

possible purchase of materials, 

and that some ESSER III funds 

had been set aside for such pur-

chase. 

Walton also noted that Keith 

Foote had been honored by the 

VFW for his excellence in teach-

ing, and that Jamie Lipovsky was 

to be likewise honored the next 

day and would move on to the 

next level. 

Additionally, Walton said she 

and the building principals were 

scheduled to attend training Jan. 

10 at the RESD for a new threat 

assessment process. This is updat-

ing from the last program done in 

2018. 

Walton also noted having 

received positive feedback on the 

district’s policy changes regarding 

student cell phone use, noting that 

at the middle school this has led to 

increased socialization during 

lunch, which is a goal. Joe 

Ashcroft, high school principal, 

reported very little problem with 

cell phones and that high school 

students don’t seem to have any 

problem socializing. 

Therese Haley, board secretary, 

noted that many schools are going 

to cell phone bans/restrictions, 

and emphasized the need for stu-

dents to be able to carry on a real 

conversation with another human 

being. Walton spoke of research 

showing that if a student checks 

their phone for 30 seconds, the 

ability of an adolescent brain to 

let that go and return to class and 

focus is very much challenged. 

“And that can lead to behavior 

issues,” she said. “And I think, so 

far so good.” 

She also informed that a Zoom 

meeting is in the offing where 

four traffic options will be dis-

cussed, and also that a Strategic 

Planning Update yet to be sched-

uled will include talking about 

community outreach. 

In discussion of the Amble 

School’s status, Walton informed 

the district is still working with 

the state. Interestingly, she said 

the state is not going to force the 

HCS to take the building down, 

but it doesn’t want the property 

back if the building is still on it. 

Walton closed out that discussion 

by saying Thrun is working on it, 

and that the state doesn’t always 

respond right away. 

The HCS Board of Education 

will meet next at 5:30 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 12 in the board 

room at 224 W. Main St. in 

Harrison. 

By DIANNE ALWARD-

BIERY 

Cleaver Staff Writer 

HARRISON – The Jan. 8 

meeting of the Harrison Area 

Community Schools Board of 

Education began on a truly 

special note as several 

Harrison Community 

Preschoolers led the assem-

blage in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance. Adults were on 

hand to guide and prompt the 

youngsters by call-and-

response in their first appear-

ance before the BOE. Their 

effort/accomplishment was 

followed by a round of con-

gratulatory applause. As they 

left the room, a tiny voice 

called out to board member 

Chelsea Roland, “Bye, Mama, 

I love you!” Yeah, that also 

melted a few hearts. 

As this was the annual orga-

nizational meeting, board sec-

retary Therese Haley opened 

the meeting and called for offi-

cer nominations. After Kendra 

Durga was nominated and 

unanimously approved as 

Board president, she assumed 

direction of the meeting. Other 

officers elected were Jim Neff 

as vice president, Therese 

Haley as secretary and Chelsea 

Roland as treasurer, again all 

by unanimous vote. 

Also approved was the 

Consent Agenda, which 

included designations of Thrun 

Law Firm as the school dis-

trict’s legal counsel; superin-

tendent’s secretary and busi-

ness manager as recorders; 

authorization to invest funds 

falling to the superintendent 

and business manager; super-

intendent and superintendent’s 

secretary as designated signa-

tories; Huntington Bank as 

designated bank; and Clare 

County Cleaver as newspaper 

of record. It also was noted 

that Board member compensa-

tion would not exceed $20 per 

meeting with a maximum 52 

meetings per year. 

The Non-Consent Agenda 

included committee assign-

ments: Curriculum and 

Athletics/Student Activities 

Committee: Betsy Ulicki, 

Zach Driver and Chelsea 

Roland; Policy and Planning, 

Finance and Personnel/Labor 

Relations/Legal Retirement 

Committee: Jim Neff, Therese 

Haley and Kendra Durga; and 

Building and Grounds 

Committee: Carrie Whitacker, 

Therese Haley and Jim Neff. 

Zach Driver was assigned to 

serve as HCS representative to 

the Area School Board 

Association; Therese Haley 

will continue as RESD repre-

sentative; and Kendra Durga 

will also continue as the dis-

trict’s Michigan Association of 

School Boards legislative rep-

resentative. The board also 

moved to retain the current 

schedule of meetings and 

times as 5:30 p.m. the second 

Monday of the month in the 

HCS Board Room. It also 

agreed to a request by Neff to 

include the Jan. 13, 2025, 

meeting on that schedule.

School Board 

Organizes for 

Year Ahead

Worth the Wait
By Dave Minor 

“Just wait till your father comes 

home…” “Hurry up and wait” (the 

military expression)… “Just you 

wait, Henry Higgins, just you wait” 

(from “My Fair Lady”)...”Waiting is 

the hardest part” (from Tom Petty’s 

song “The Waiting”)... 

And, “Wait’ll I get my hands on 

that!” (several connotations)... “Wait 

your turn” (teachers and aides to 

most students at recess)... “Heaven 

Can Wait” (a Warren Beatty film 

from 1978)... “Time waits for no 

man” (British author Geoffrey 

Chaucer)… And, of course, “Good 

things come to those who wait.” 

(Take heart, Lions fans and any lone-

ly hearts out there waiting for true 

love to come their way.) 

Tired of waiting for me to get to 

the point of this essay, are you? Well, 

I got thinking about the issue of 

being willing to pause for a while 

recently after I noticed myself going 

right to google on my phone any 

time a celebrity was mentioned on 

TV or when I was reading the news-

paper. I wrote an essay somewhat 

along these lines a few years ago 

(“Now Wait Just a Minute,” 2017)…

and have been waiting to revisit it till 

now. 

In the early 1970s, my parents 

bought on payments a set of 1970s 

encyclopedias that’s still in the fami-

ly room of the old house in Grand 

Marais. (One of these days I might 

smack ChatGPT with the letter P of 

the set, just to bring it down a notch.) 

It hasn’t happened much in the 

decades since leaving home, but 

once in a while when visiting Mom, 

I’d open up a random book from that 

volume and read a bit, remembering 

my curiosity at the time and how 

much you could learn just sitting 

down and reading, but it definitely 

took some time.  

My dad (also an English teacher) 

back in the ’70s in Grand Marais) 

would have us do research papers 

like almost every school required 

back then (and HHS did for many 

years, too, mainly in Senior English). 

We’d pick a supposedly pro/con 

topic and he’d approve it (or try to 

dissuade us, as I remember mine in 

ninth grade was “CB Radios and 

Their Need” or something like that, 

not exactly that controversial).  

We’d look in the  limited library 

centered between the two “wings of 

the second floor of Burt Township 

School and maybe find four or five 

books to try to get from the 

Marquette Library. Dad or some-

times the part-time librarian would 

order them for us, and we’d wait up 

to three weeks before being able to 

finish our essays. 

When I was teaching about 20 

years ago or so, students would 

quickly look up on the computer (if 

we were in a lab or in the library) if 

a question arose about some issue or 

other. When mobile phones started 

coming out and we still let them 

bring them into the classroom, there 

were many times someone would 

say, “Just a minute, Mr. Minor, I’ll 

look it up…” 

With getting back into community 

theater the last few years, I’ve of 

course noticed how there’s a fair 

amount of muddled-up time where it 

may look like the production isn’t 

going to turn out so well, especially 

with musicals and the singing and 

dancing that’s necessary. They’ve all 

turned out fine in the end, after that 

several-week rehearsal time, though. 

If you’re a Lions fan chomping at 

the bit for a Super Bowl title (they 

haven’t won an NFL championship 

since 1957, when it wasn’t called the 

Super Bowl), you might just have to 

wait a year or two still, though 

they’re leading their division at pres-

ent.  

I’ve also noticed that sometimes 

I’m not even willing to put in the 

time on the microwave when want-

ing to heat something up, just hitting 

the one minute “Express Cook” but-

ton instead of punching in 45 seconds 

or something. You’ve got some great 

cooks/bakers who put hours into 

making a nice meal or dessert…and 

then there’s the rest of us. (I’ll skip 

writing about our fast-food addic-

tions for this essay.)  

People who go deer hunting know 

there’s going to be some anxious 

moments just waiting for a buck to 

wander in, maybe for several days in 

a row, same with those who enjoy 

fishing.  Farmers have always been 

better than the rest of us, knowing 

waiting is just part of the process, 

with the payoff hopefully at the end 

(unless weather hinders the grow-

ing), Buying a house (or building 

your own) takes some patience (and 

willingness to put up with frustra-

tion).  

For some people, they spend many 

years in finding that mate to marry 

and settle down with. Some wait a 

long time to have kids, too, some-

times due to factors outside their con-

trol. 

For that gal (or guy) who does 

eventually find a mate they can build 

a life and a family together with; 

when someone finds that job that 

truly “fits” them; or the youngster 

who finally gets to open that 

wrapped-up Christmas present that’s 

been under the tree for weeks, the 

waiting likely will make getting it 

even more worth it. (Take heart, 

Lions fans.)



CONDELL 
WONDER LAND 

REALTY 
(989) 539-2771 
3701 N. Clare Ave. • Harrison, MI

www. BuyHarrisonRealEstate.com 

Located 3/4 Miles North of State Park 

989-539-2771 

realestate@condellwonderlandrealty.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Troy A. Condell 

Tony Condell 

Dale Walter Jr. 

Gail Korman 

 

 

Bob Dahl 

Rob Dimmer

In Business 34 Years!
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Be Seen....Here In Our Successful....Widespread: 

CLASSIFIEDS
$6.00 for 24 words 

.05¢ for Each Additional Word 

Deadline is Monday at 5:00 PM 

Not Responsible For AdsTaken Over The Phone!

Online posting of classifieds is included FREE with your print ad  
at ClareCountyCleaver.net

Pawn Shop 
BUY, SELL, TRADE  

Cash For Guns 
Cash For Gold 

 

3-month Pawn 

3% + $3 Per Month 
 

Gladwin Trade & Sales  

1739 N. State Street 

Gladwin, Mich. 

989-426-6811 10tf

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

Got kitties?  

Give us a try! 

What’s green, comes in a 

resealable bag, and is 

100% legal? Purple 

Panther Catnip! Our prod-

uct is not mechanically 

processed, which pre-

serves more of the oils 

that your kitties love so 

much.  

Locally grown in 

Harrison, MI. Available at 

the Clare County Cleaver 

office in Harrison & Elm 

Creek in Farwell.  

Like us on Facebook: 

PurplePantherCatnip 

2tf 

*** 

Firewood for sale 

8-foot firewood for out-

door woodstove. 

Hardwood and popple 

mix. 10 cord min., 

$70/cord, delivered. 

Please call 989-329-6784. 

51-3* 

*** 

 

 

As a senior I need occa-

sional rides to and fro. 

Contact me at 942 S Clare 

Ave. 

3* 

*** 

As a senior in Harrison I 

want to meet and date a 

special lady for compan-

ionship. Send me a pic 

and I will send back mine. 

942 S Clare Ave. 

3* 

*** 

 

 

Hoagland Online Estate 

Auction #1 Bidding  

Is Open: 

3

452NClareAveHarrison
MI.IsForSale.com  
3Bdrm, full basement, 
2baths, family room, utility, 
att. 2 car garage, 1 car, Nat. 
Gas, & a 6,000 sq. ft. build-
ing, once a Church, S. Of 
town on 3 acres. $325,000. 
Text 888-866-9492 enter 
P94492 
  
5AcresBlanche.IsForSale
.com  
5+ acres at end of a short 
dead-end Rd. with elec. 
cable and nat. gas avail., 
wooded, trails & recently 
surveyed. $34,900. Text 

888-866-9492 enter P93381 
 
7492ETownlineLakeRd. 
IsForSale.com  
3 Bdrm. 2 bath, built in 
2007 full basement, deck 
with ramp, patio, pole barn, 
vinyl siding, & on approx. 
19 acres on a paved Rd. 
$263,000.  Text 888-866-
9492 enter P94058 
 
4812NClareAve.IsFor 
Sale.com  
Remodeled 3 Bedroom, 
newer kitchen, bath, floors, 
furnace siding & much 
more, paved road near town, 

nat. gas & shed. $84,400. 
Text 888-866-9492 enter 
P94292 
  
3600EMANNSIDINGRd
.IsForSale.com  
Commercial 1.7 acres off N 
US-127 (N) Expressway 
exit, approx. 1,500 Sq. Ft. 
Building with 2 service 
bays, office, 9,000 veh. Lift, 
2 baths, large parking lot, 
high traffic location. 
$179,900. Text 888-866-
9492 enter P94291 
 
 
 

Due to many recent sales,  
listings greatly needed  

& appreciated!

VISIT THESE LOCAL MERCHANTS & GET YOUR CLEAVER TODAY! 
NEWS STAND PRICE $0.75 OR SUBSCRIBE & SAVE!

Harrison 
Save-A-Lot 
Harrison Lumber 
Sunrise #16 
Sheri’s Diner 
Family Fare 
Family Fare Quick Stop Gas 
K-D Quik Stop 
Sunrise #17 
Party Dock 
Harrison Family Pharmacy 
Up North Coffee 
Walraven’s  
Shell 
Shop N Go (by Wilson State Park) 

Steve’s Market 
Kern’s 
Big C’s Party Store 
Long Lake Store 
Sunrise #19 
Harrison EZ Mart 
Sharp’s Market 
Chuck’s Shop & Save  
Bob’s Party Store 
Monte’s Restaurant 
Discount Variety 
Temple Party Store 
Trail’s End Pit Stop 
Clare  
Northern Stop & Shop 

Beacon & Bridge 
Shell 
Walgreens 
Gateway Pharmacy 
Witbecks 
Next Door Food Store 
Cops & Doughnuts 
Farwell 
Next Door Food Store 
Eagle Pharmacy 
Carrow’s  
   Market 
JD Market 
The Depot 
 

795 N. 1st St. • Box 499 
Harrison, MI 48625 

P R O P E R T I E S  F O R  E V E R Y  B U D G E T

www.Harrison-Realty.com 
Harrison Office: 989-539-2261 

989-539-9770 (fax) • office@harrison-realty.com 
Member of the Clare-Gladwin Board of Realtors  

www.claregladwinrealtors.com

Downsizing or looking for that forever home? Land or Waterfront. Listings in houses, cabins,  
lakefronts & acreage are all selling fast. Contact us today to list yours, we have buyers waiting!

3

562 HARRISON AVE 3BD/2BA Modular, 9’ ceilings 20± acres with pond. 

24x40; 24x32; & 30x48 polebarns with man cave. $419,000 

For Info Text RBJTNPC To 52187 

60 ACRES CRANBERRY LK Nice wooded acreage on a paved street. 

There is a verity of trees on this rolling hunting land. $184,995 

For Info Text RBJYYYQ To 52187 

3592 CLARE AVE 3.95 Ac, commercially zoned. 1200sf building, four 

10x12 overhead doors, 2 oil change bays $175,000 

For Info Text RBJNJPY To 52187 

6610 SAWMILL Lake access, large lot, 2beds and 1 bath, outdoor storage in 

pole barn! Great starter home!! $145,000 

For Info Text RBJYWXB To 52187 

1340 HARDING Enjoy happiness in this very special 3-bedroom two-story 

offering plentiful space on 5.40 acres. So livable! $120,000 

For Info Text RBJXGDG To 52187 

130 OAK Secure a happy future with this wheelchair-accessible 3-bedroom 

Traditional-style. Family room, gas heat. $59,900 

For Info Text RBJZSHC To 52187 

10432 ATHEY AVE Rustic Cabin, close to state land, ORV trails and private 

lake access! Large lot with room to play, 2bd, 1bath $45,000 

For Info Text RBJTLHC To 52187 

5340 OVERHILL Desirable Lake access Cottage-style. Fresh paint and new 

metal roof. Smart buy, smart lifestyle! $39,500 

For Info Text RBJYWSJ To 52187 

8923 GLADWIN RD 1.65acre w/access to 1100 acres BHSC has trails & 

space to hunt(dues). Camp or build. $37,500 

For Info Text RBJDWWG To 52187 

06 TAMARACK RIDGE RD Great building site on paved road, this lot is 

overlooking the 7th Fairway of an 18-hole golf course. $29,900 

For Info Text RBGHCQV To 52187 

07 TAMARACK RIDGE RD Great building site on paved road, this lot is 

overlooking the 7th Fairway of an 18-hole golf course. $29,900 

For Info Text RBGHCQS To 52187 

08 TAMARACK RIDGE RD Great building site on paved road, this lot is 

overlooking the 7th Fairway of an 18-hole golf course. $29,900 

For Info Text RBGHCQT To 52187

This Great Sale 
Features: Beautiful 

Antique Furnishings, 

Over 100 Lots Of 

Collectible Coins, 20 

Clocks, Swiss Music 

Boxes, Lots Of Stain 

Glass Pcs., Marbles 

Collectibles, Native 

American Arrowheads & 

Household Items From A 

Nonsmoking Home.  

Located: 924 Helmer Lk. 

Rd., Mio. The Ruth Ann 

Hoagland Trust. John 

Peck Auctions (989) 426-

8061. To View A 

Complete Detailed 

Listing With Hundreds Of 

Photo’s Visit johnpeck-

auctions.com 

1-2 
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All Welcome 

Leota Community Church 

is offering free lunches 

every other Wednesday, 

this 12/13/23 from 11:30 

am – 2 pm.  

3eow* 

*** 

 

 

NOTICE OF  

MORTGAGE  

FORECLOSURE 

SALE 

Attention homeowner: 

If you are a military 

service member on active 

duty, if your period of 

active duty has concluded 

less than 90 days ago, or 

if you have been ordered 

to active duty, please con-

tact the attorney for the 

party foreclosing the 

mortgage at the telephone 

number stated in this 

notice.  

Notice of foreclosure  

WANTED 

OM’S POLE BUILDING

1-800-541-3974
30x40x10 

10% Down 

Today  

Guarantees 

Prices 

Over 30 Years Experience

Pole Buildings 
& Garages 

Roofing & Siding 
Concrete Floors 

& Driveways 
Chain Link  

& Privacy Fencing 

FEATURING ULTRA 2000  
With 19 colors to choose  

fromAnd A 45 YEAR  
WARRANTY

POLE BUILDINGS & GARAGES

From Beginning Permits to Cleanup, We Do It All

FREE 

by advertisement. 

Notice is given under 

section 3212 of the 

revised judicature act of 

1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 

600.3212, that the follow-

ing mortgage will be fore-

closed by a sale of the 

mortgaged premises, or 

some part of them, at a 

public auction sale to the 

highest bidder for cash or 

cashier’s check at the 

place of holding the cir-

cuit court in Clare 

County, Michigan starting 

promptly at 11:00 am on 

February 14, 2024. The 

amount due on the mort-

gage may be greater on 

the day of the sale. 

Placing the highest bid at 

the sale does not automat-

ically entitle the purchas-

er to free and clear owner-

ship of the property. A 

potential purchaser is 

encouraged to contact the 

county register of deeds 

office or a title insurance 

company, either of which 

may charge a fee for this 

information. Mortgage 

(the “Mortgage”) made 

by Erica Bringedahl and 

Jason Bringedahl, a mar-

ried couple, as Mortgagor 

to United Bank of 

Michigan, dated 

November 20, 2020, and 

recorded on January 7, 

2021, Instrument No. 

202100000143, Liber 

1469, Page 545, Clare 

County Records, Clare 

County, Michigan. The 

balance owing on the 

Mortgage is $79,365.48 at 

the time of this Notice. 

The Mortgage contains a 

power of sale and no suit 

or proceeding at law or in 

equity has been instituted 

to recover the debt 

secured by the Mortgage, 

or any part of the 

Mortgage. The Mortgagee 

will apply the sale pro-

ceeds to the debt secured 

by the Mortgage as stated 

above, plus interest on the 

amount due at the rate of 

3.875% per annum; all 

legal costs and expenses, 

including attorney’s fees 

allowed by law; and also 

any amount paid by the 

Mortgagee to protect its 

interest in the property. 

The property to be sold at 

foreclosure is all of that 

real estate situated in 

Lincoln Township, 

County of Clare, State of 

Michigan described more 

fully as: LOT 99, WOOD-

MERE, ACCORDING 

TO THE RECORDED 

PLAT THEREOF, LIN-

COLN TOWNSHIP, 

CLARE COUNTY, 

MICHIGAN Parcel No. 

1 8 - 0 1 0 - 8 0 0 - 0 0 9 - 0 0 

Commonly known 

address: 1820 Arbor Dr., 

Lake, Michigan 48632 

The redemption period 

shall be six (6) months 

from the date of sale pur-

suant to MCLA 

600.3240(8), unless 

deemed abandoned and 

then pursuant to the time 

frames provided for in 

MCL 600.3241a. 

Pursuant to MCL 

600.3278, Mortgagor will 

be held responsible to the 

person who buys the 

property at the mortgage 

foreclosure sale or to the 

mortgage holder for dam-

aging the property during 

the redemption period.  

January 4, 2024 UNITED 

BANK OF MICHIGAN,  

Mortgagee  

PLUNKETT COONEY 

KELLI L. BAKER 

(P49960)  

Attorney for Mortgagee 

333 Bridge Street NW, 

Suite 530  

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

49504  

(616) 752-4624 

(01-11)(02-08) 

2-4 
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STATE OF  

MICHIGAN  

PROBATE COURT 

CLARE COUNTY 

NOTICE TO  

CREDITORS 

 Decedent’s Estate  

CASE NO. and JUDGE 

24-19002-DE  

HON.  

MARCY A. KLAUS 
Court address: 
225 West Main Street. 

Harrison, MI. 48625 

Court telephone: 
989-539-7109 

Estate of DYLON 

EDWARD DEAN 

ANDRAS, DECEASED 

Date of Birth: APRIL 19, 

1994  

TO ALL  

CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS: 

   The decedent, DYLON 

EDWARD DEAN 

ANDRAS, died OCTO-

BER 25, 2023. 

   Creditors of the dece-

dent are notified that all 

claims against the estate 

will be forever barred 

unless presented CON-

NIE LOW, personal rep-

resentative, or to both the 

probate at 225 WEST 

MAIN ST., HARRISON, 

MI. 48625 and the per-

sonal representative with-

in 4 months after the date 

of publication of this 

notice.  

Dated: 

LEGAL NOTICES

Public Notice 
The Clare County 
Republican Party 
will be holding its 
annual county con-
vention, Thursday, 
February 15, at 7:00 
pm, at the:  
Harrison City Hall 

2105 Sullivan Drive, 
Harrison, MI. 48625

2-5

JANUARY 10, 2024 

KNAGGS BRAKE, P.C. 

DAVID R. BRAKE 

P38633 

7521 WESTSHIRE 

DRIVE,  

SUITE 100 

LANSING, MI. 48917 

517-622-0590 

CONNIE LOW 

5730 DOVER RD. 

LAKE, MI 48632 

989-339-8147 

3 

*** 

STATE OF  

MICHIGAN  

PROBATE COURT 

CLARE COUNTY 

NOTICE TO  

CREDITORS 

 Decedent’s Estate  

CASE NO. and JUDGE  

23-18990-DE  

HON.  

MARCY A. KLAUS 

P59564 
Court address: 
225 West Main Street. 

Harrison, MI. 48625 

Court telephone: 
989-539-7109 

Estate of JOHN 

MICHAEL PRINZ, 

Decedent 

Date of Birth: 10-18-1961 

TO ALL  

CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS: 

   The decedent, John 

Michael Prinz, died 11-2-

2023. 

   Creditors of the dece-

dent are notified that all 

claims against the estate 

will be forever barred 

unless presented Emily R. 

Louis, personal represen-

tative, or to both the pro-

bate at 225 West Main St., 

Harrison, MI. 48625 and 

the personal representa-

tive within 4 months after 

the date of publication of 

   Skyway Towers, LLC proposes to build a 260-foot Guyed  
Communications Tower. Anticipated lighting application is  
medium intensity dual red/white strobes. The Site location is 
3042 N. Rodgers Ave., Harrison, Clare County, MI 48625,  
Lat: 44-2-6.7, Long: -84-42-20.1. The Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) Antenna Structure Registration (ASR, Form 
854) filing number is A1250346.   
   ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS – Interested persons may  
review the application (www.fcc.gov/asr/applications) by  
entering the filing number. Environmental concerns may be 
raised by filing a Request for Environmental Review 
(www.fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest) and online filings are 
strongly encouraged. The mailing address to file a paper copy is: 
FCC Requests for Environmental Review, A�n: Ramon Williams, 
445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554.   
   HISTORIC PROPERTIES EFFECTS - Public comments  
regarding potential effects on historic properties may be  
submi�ed within 30 days from the date of this publication to:  

Trileaf Corp, Rebecca Ebeling, r.ebeling@trileaf.com,  
1821 Walden Office Sq., STE 500,  

Schaumburg, IL 60173,  
630-227-0202.  

3

3

Legal Notice 
 

Consumers Energy,  
1945 W. Parnall Rd, Jackson, MI  

announces that it is planning to apply a  
herbicide to its right-of-way in order to  

maintain the reliability of its power system. 
 
   The herbicide will be applied with hand 
pumped-backpack style sprayers. The crews 
will selectively apply herbicides to woody tree 
species throughout the right-of-way as 
needed. Crop areas and gardens will be 
avoided. 
 
   Herbicides that will be used are a combina-
tion of the following: Garlon 3A (active ing-
redient: Triclopyr), Milestone (AI: 
Aminopyralid), Escort XP (AI: Metsulfuron 
Methyl), Garlon 4 Ultra (AI: Triclopyr), Ar-
senal (AI: Imazapyr), and Stalker (AI: Isopro-
pylamine Salt of Imazapyr), with 85% to 94% 
water as a diluent. 
 
   The application is scheduled for January 2nd 
through December 31st in Clare County,  
Osceola County, Gladwin County, Roscom-
mon County, and Missaukee County. 
 
   All treatments will be completed according 
to label requirements and all state and federal 
requirements. Please keep people and pets off 
treated areas until sprays have dried. There are 
no restrictions on your use of the treated area 
after the material has dried on the plant. 
 
   Thunder Bay Tree Service has been con-
tracted to perform this work. Any questions 
should be directed to: 
 

Thunder Bay Tree Service  
A�n: Austin Gilmet  

1172 Halley Rd. 
Alpena, MI 49707 

1-877-333-8950 

3

Frost Township Notice  
Frost Township Planning & Zoning Board 

Meeting dates set for 2024 will be:  
April 8, 2024 at 6 PM 
June 10, 2024 at 6 PM 

August 12, 2024 at 6 PM 
October 14, 2024 at 6 PM  

Meetings will take place at the  
Frost Township Hall 9031 N. Clare Ave

this notice. 

Dated: 12/8/2023  

Aaron C. Rodenbo, Esq. 

P74205 

708 South Euclid Avenue 

Bay City, MI. 48706 

989-355-0100 

Emily R. Louis,  

Personal Representative 

12979 Common Road 

Warren, MI. 48088 

586-206-1826 

3 
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Harrison Women  
of the Moose   

Sunday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A22334  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Moose Lodge  

Monday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A21561  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Lions Club  

Tuesday - 6:00 p.m. 
Harrison Lions Club Bldg. 

Fairgrounds, Harrison 
License # A01110  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Women 
of the Moose  

Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A20074  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Lions Club  

Thursday - 6:00 p.m. 
Harrison Lions Club Bldg. 

Fairgrounds, Harrison 
License # A01110  

Proceeds for General Fund 

VFW Post 1075  

Friday - 6:00 p.m. 
VFW Post 1075 - Harrison 

License # A00154 

Proceeds for General Fund 

VFW Post 1075  

Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 
VFW Post 1075 - Harrison 

License # A21883 

Proceeds for General Fund 

Post Your 
Bingo Games 

Here For 
Only $5/week 

Players’ Guide

Crossword printed from www.metrocreativeconnection.com - 2024

Find Answers On Page 7... 3

T H E  A M I S H  C O O K  -  By Gloria Yoder

The Clare County Cleaver has many  
in stock, including:  

Quit Claim Deeds, Land Contracts, Power of  
Attorney, Guardianship, Rental Agreements  

and many others.  
 

Reasonably priced! 
 

Stop in or call 989-539-7496 

NEED LEGAL FORMS? 

AAA issues a Michigan 
statewide arctic air advisory 

Tips Help Motorists Prepare      

CROSSWORD

Answers for January 18

We are home from 

church. The three oldest 

boys are playing volley-

ball in the kitchen (with a 

soft ball) and Julia, the 

bookworm, is reading. 

Hosanna and Joshua are 

playing with dolls in the 

living room and are 

singing German songs. 

 Today, we had church 

services at the Lehman 

residence. Barbara does 

all she can to make 

everyone who enters her 

home comfortable and 

supplied. I enjoy the 

wide range of attractive 

serving dishes she serves 

her food in. They set up 

long tables for us to be 

seated for the noon meal. 

After lunch, a group of 

ladies chatted about the 

upcoming kindergarten 

classes. Five children in 

our church, including our 

‘little boys’, start day one 

of kindergarten on 

Monday. (At five years 

old, they have a series of 

schoolwork at school, 

and the rest of prep for 

first grade is done at 

home with mom.)  

When a friend asked 

what it was like for me to 

see Jesse and Elijah go to 

kindergarten for the first 

time, it touched a deep 

spot. I was so eager to 

have more time to invest 

in three-year-old Joshua 

and more time with God; 

at the same time, I also 

missed Daniel in this 

milestone.   I knew how 

these two little boys 

would be pleased to see 

their Daddy come to 

school for morning devo-

tions like other children’s 

dads do. 

It’s now Monday 

evening, and the first day 

of school is over. Have 

you ever sent a young 

child to school for the 

first time? You’d think 

that after having a couple 

of children in school, you 

would get used to it, but 

then each child has their 

own story, personality, 

and place to fill the fami-

ly. As my two little boys 

dressed to go to school 

for the first time, I stood 

in awe. Babies grow up! 

When Jesse came to 

tell me bye, memories of 

past years of adoption, 

bonding, and countless 

battles we conquered 

together passed before 

me. Could this be hap-

pening today? And yes- 

he’s excited and ready to 

go! 

Elijah came next for 

his goodbye. He was 

born when Jesse was four 

months old; now the two 

boys have grown up 

together. Elijah is like a 

little image of Daniel as 

he comes and gives me 

flowers and doesn’t hesi-

tate to show affection. 

Julia is in sixth grade, 

Austin in third, and 

Hosanna in second grade. 

Each grabbed their din-

ner buckets and report 

cards. All five were ready 

to go. Smiles could both 

be seen and felt. 

I stepped back into my 

emptied kitchen and shut 

the door. I blinked. 

Somehow, my tears felt 

like they were wiped 

away even before they 

came. I knew it would be 

okay. I sat down with 

Joshua and told him we 

will have lots of time 

together on the days the 

boys are in kindergarten. 

He was impressed with 

the idea. 

I grabbed the broom, 

and as I swept, I won-

dered what the next 

school year would be like 

when five of our children 

go to school five days a 

week. 

Daniels’ dad stopped in 

on his way home from 

having devotions at 

school. How amazing- 

yes, his name had been 

on the chart for devotions 

this morning, which hap-

pened to be the morning 

the boys went to school 

for the first time, and 

Daddy wasn’t here! 

The day progressed 

smoothly at home. By 

3:00, the beaming boys 

opened the back door 

from their short walk 

home from school. They 

had glowing school 

reports and wondered 

when they could go 

again. We had a special 

snack to celebrate the 

occasion. 

That night, Mr. and 

Mrs. Lehman stopped by 

to help on a project 

(which I will tell you 

about another day). 

Looking into my eyes, 

Barbara asked, “Gloria, 

tell me how your day was 

with the boys at school.” 

I expressed how I had a 

very relaxing day, and 

yes, I enjoyed it. 

Her face was radiant as 

she said, “I prayed that 

the good would outweigh 

the bad (sadness of miss-

ing Daniel), and that God 

would just take your tears 

away so you can’t cry!” 

In awe, I told her that 

that very thing happened 

in a way I had never had 

it happen before. 

Together, we marveled. 

Does God hear? Does he 

answer? 

Barbara brought pizza, 

and my mom, also here, 

brought a pot of stew. I 

set fruit slush on the table 

for dessert. Oh yes, little 

Joshua would inform you 

that we also had apple-

sauce- his necessary sta-

ple. 

Here you go with a 

taco pizza recipe. If you 

want a pizza, but need a 

simple version, this’ll 

help you out. I made it 

for Daniel many times 

over, he never got tired of 

it. 

 

 

TACO PIZZA 

 

DOUGH 

 

2 cups flour 
1 tablespoon baking 
powder 
1 teaspoon salt 
½ cup milk 
½ cup vegetable oil 
 

MEAT MIXTURE 

 

1½ pounds hamburger, 
fried with onions 
1 package taco season-
ing 
1 pint pizza sauce 
 

DRESSING MIXTURE 

 

1½ cups sour cream or 1 
cup milk, scant 
1 tablespoon sour cream 
and onion powder 
2 /3 cup salad dressing 
 

Put dough into a 9 X 13-

inch pan. 

 

Spoon meat mixture onto 

dough, next put on dress-

ing mixture. 

 

If desired, sprinkle with 

peppers, onions, toma-

toes or whatever you pre-

fer. 

 

Bake at 350 for 30 min-

utes. 

   DEARBORN, Mich., 

(January 16, 2024) — As 

arctic air continues to 

blast Michigan and with 

the weather forecast call-

ing for some of the cold-

est temperatures of the 

year thus far, AAA is 

issuing a Michigan 

statewide Arctic Air 

Advisory. 

   Temperatures are 

expected to hover in the 

teens and single digits for 

the next few days, with 

wind chills dipping into 

the negatives. Extremely 

cold temperatures can 

wreak havoc on vehicle 

functionality. AAA offers 

the following tips to help 

motorists keep their vehi-

cles road-ready: 

  

   AAA’s Arctic Air 

Advisory 

   1. Battery – Have 

charging system tested to 

ensure it’s fully charged 

and in good condition. 

   2. Gas – Keep tank at 

least half full to avoid gas 

line freeze-up.  

   3. Windshield washer 

fluid – Use one with win-

ter solvent that won’t 

freeze.   

   4. Engine Coolant – 

Use one that provides 

anti-freeze protection 

down to the lowest tem-

peratures you are likely 

to encounter; -30oF/-

34oC is a good guideline. 

   5. Vehicle Storage – 

Park in a garage. If you 

don’t have access to a 

garage, put a tarp over 

the hood or park in a 

wind-protected area. 

   6. Car doors – Prevent 

freezing. Place a plastic 

trash bag between the 

door or window glass and 

the frame. 

   7. Car Wash – 

Postpone until temps rise 

above freezing. 

During single-digit cold 

snaps, calls for dead bat-

teries and other service-

related needs across 

Michigan are expected to 

jump.  AAA offers these 

additional reminders: 
  

   • Always travel with a 

cell phone and car charg-

er.   

   • AAA recommends 

that if motorists become 

stranded, it is best to stay 

with the vehicle.   If the 

engine can be started, run 

it only long enough to 

keep warm. Make sure 

the exhaust pipe is snow-

free.   

   • Motorists requiring 

road service can request 

it:  

   o Online at 

www.aaa.com 

   o Via the AAA mobile 

app 

   o Call 800.AAA-

MICH 

MEMBERS FIRST CREDIT UNION ACCEPTING  
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR 2024 

   MIDLAND, MICHI-

GAN: Members First 

Credit Union (M1) is 

accepting applications 

for its 2024 Scholarship 

program from January 

15th to February 29th, 

2024. During this time, 

qualified applicants are 

invited to submit their 

applications for the 

chance to be awarded one 

of four $2,500 scholar-

ships. 

   M1’s scholarship pro-

gram is designed to rec-

ognize and support indi-

viduals pursuing higher 

education, whether at a 

college, technical school, 

or pursuing a new career. 

The credit union places a 

strong emphasis on con-

tributing to the educa-

tional journey of its 

members. 

   Scholarship recipients 

will be selected based on 

a comprehensive evalua-

tion of various criteria, 

including academic 

record, a short essay 

response, active partici-

pation in community 

activities, demonstration 

of leadership, recognition 

of honors, work experi-

ence, and educational 

and career goals. 

   Applicants can access 

the online application 

form by visiting the 

Members First Credit 

Union website at 

www.mfcu.net/scholar-

ships. The credit union 

encourages prompt sub-

mission of applications 

before the closing date on 

February 29, 2024. 

   About Members First 

Credit Union: At 

Members First Credit 

Union, we remain dedi-

cated to supporting the 

communities we've 

grown up in for over 86 

years.  We promise to be 

trustworthy, caring, and 

enthusiastic to help you 

succeed.  Our over 

62,000 members count 

on us to serve them and 

their communities; our 

250+ employees share 

that passion for service.  

Learn more at mfcu.net.  
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St. Athanasius Church  
Mass Schedule 

Sunday 11 am 
310 S. Broad St., Harrison 

989-539-6232

Post Your Church Services  
Here For Only  

$6/week Places of Worship
First Congregational UCC  

Church School 10:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am 
211 W. Spruce St., Harrison 

989-539-7163

The Gathering - A  
United Methodist Church  

Join Us Sunday 11 am 
3090 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

989-539-1445

St. Lukes Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod  

Service Sunday 10:30 am 
616 S. 4th St., Harrison 

989-539-6312

Community Baptist Church  
Sunday School 9:45 am 

Morning Service 11 am 

Evening Service 6 pm 
Wed. Serv. & King’s Kids 6:30 pm 

Harrison United  
Brethren Church  

Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 11 am 
989-539-9131

Sponsor: 
Hilts Plumbing & Heating  

426 N. 2nd St. • Box 250 

Harrison 

989-539-5551

Sponsor: 
Harrison Lumber  

Do-It Center  
Building Supply Center 

989-539-7136

Sponsor: 
Monte’s Restaurant  

3897 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

989-539-2262

OBITUARIES

1-26*

Pray 
The 

Rosary

 

You Are Invited To  
 
 
 

a non-denominational 
bible church 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:30  am 
WEDNESDAY Celebrate  

Recovery - 6:30 pm 
1946 Muskegon Road  
Harrison, MI. 48625 

989-539-1590

LEOTA  
COMMUNITY CHURCH  

 

   

 

KEITH SCOTT MAJOR 

   Keith Scott Major, 58, of 
Harrison, passed away on 
Tuesday, December 26, 2023. 
Born on October 9, 1965, in 
Flint, MI. He was employed as a 
Plumber/ Pipefitter for Local 
370 in Flint, before moving to 
Harrison. 
   Keith cherished the outdoors 
and found joy in hunting and the 
art of knife making. His love for 
cars was evident, reflecting his 
passion for automobiles, espe-
cially his classics. He had a par-
ticular fondness for unsweetened 
tea and loved his boxer dogs. 
Keith enjoyed spending time 
with his family. His love and 
respect for his mother, Peggy, 
was a true testimony to their 
relationship. 
   He is survived by his mother, 
Peggy Major; siblings, Deresa 
Schmidt (Jim McGuire) and Kim 
(Barry) Mathis; nephew, Torre 
(Lindsey) Ruble; great-nieces, 
Khloe Tracy and Naomi Ruble; 
and cousin, Vincent VanNorman. 
Keith is preceded in death by his 
father, Darwin Major, and his 
brother, Darwin Major Jr. 
Funeral services to celebrate 
Keith’s life will take place on 
Thursday, January 4, 2024, 1:00 
P.M. at Hall-Kokotovich Funeral 

October 9, 1965 - December 26, 2023 

Home in Gladwin. The family 
will receive guests from 11:00 
A.M. until the time of service. 
He will be laid to rest at Butman 
Township Cemetery, Gladwin. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made according to the wishes of 
the family. Arrangements are in 
the compassionate care of Hall-
Kokotovich Funeral Home. For 
additional information and to 
leave condolences, please visit 
www.hallkokotovichfuneral-
home.com. 

 

   

 

LARRY ALLEN WHITTAKER 

   Larry Allen Whittaker, 88, of 
Beaverton, Michigan, passed 
away peacefully at Covenant 
Hospital in Saginaw on 
December 30, 2023, surrounded 
by his family. Larry was born on 
March 17, 1935, to Kermit and 
June Whitaker in St. Johns, 
Michigan, the oldest of 5 chil-
dren; and spent most of his child-
hood growing up in Ovid, 
Michigan. 
   His favorite hobbies were 
hunting and fishing. He was pre-
ceded in death and widower of 
Marie Whittaker, and Anita June 
Whittaker; his parents, Kermit 
and June Whitaker; sisters, 
Connie Strahota and Sally 
Houseman; brother, Kerry 
Whitaker and grandson, Robbie 
Henry. 
   He is survived by his children, 
Martha Henry (Robert), Valerie 
Bernard, Vicki Cappa, Penny 
Smith (Steve), Tammy Johnson 
(Charlie), Anita Jo Towns, 
Andrew Millutin (Laurie), Larry 
Whittaker (Gisela), Allen 
Whittaker, Charles Whittaker 
(Michelle), Christopher 
Whittaker (Chris Ann); brother, 
Jerry Whitaker (Kathy), as well 
as many grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, great great grand-

March 17, 1935 - December 30, 2023 

child, nieces and nephews and 
his sidekick Tootsie, his much-
loved cat. 
   Cremation has taken place per 
Larry's wishes and a Celebration 
of Life service will be held at a 
later date. He will be sadly 
missed and quietly remembered, 
no longer in our life, but in our 
hearts. Arrangements are in the 
care of Hall-Kokotovich Funeral 
Home. For additional informa-
tion and to leave condolences, 
please visit www.hallkoko-
tovichfuneralhome.com. 

Cancer Center open house  
events draw large crowds

   MIDLAND, Mich. – Winter 

weather didn’t stop more than 300 

guests from touring the new James 

T. and Elsa U. Pardee Cancer 

Wellness Center (Pardee Cancer 

Wellness Center). Opening earlier 

this week with donor and public 

open house celebrations, the 

115,000-square-foot facility at 

4201 Campus Ridge Drive is locat-

ed on the campus of MyMichigan 

Medical Center Midland in the 

location of the former Towsley 

Building. 

   The Pardee Cancer Wellness 

Center combines the latest screen-

ing, diagnostic and treatment tech-

nology with some of the brightest 

medical minds to provide world-

class cancer care close to home. 

Patients and caregivers will also 

benefit from the ease of access to 

services provided by Cancer 

Services and The Pardee Cancer 

Treatment Fund, also housed in the 

new Center. 

   “This week’s opening of the new 

Cancer Center is a validation of 

our purpose in creating healthy 

communities together,” said 

Melwyn Sequeira, M.D., surgical 

oncologist and endocrine surgeon, 

as well as oncology service line 

chief, MyMichigan Health. “With 

the support of very generous 

donors, the Pardee Cancer 

Wellness Center provides space to 

grow and bring more specialists 

and services to our community.” 

   MyMichigan Health’s compre-

hensive cancer care program 

includes access to a team of 32 

providers specializing in cancer 

care, certified oncology nurses, 

radiation therapists, the latest in 

diagnostic and treatment technolo-

gy, clinical trials and a full range of 

support services. In addition, 

MyMichigan offers assistance for 

patients and their families through 

social workers, care navigators, 

genetic counselors, nutritionists, 

physical therapists, mental health 

professionals, financial counseling 

and connections to support groups 

or other individuals facing similar 

circumstances. 

   “The goal of our program, to put 

it simply, is to be the region’s des-

tination of choice for cancer care 

and be recognized for our excellent 

quality of care provided in an envi-

ronment that places a premium on 

the patient experience,” concluded 

Dr. Sequeira. 

   The cancer program at 

MyMichigan is accredited with 

commendation by the American 

College of Surgeons Commission 

on Cancer, is a recipient of the 

Accreditation for Program 

Excellence (APEx) from the 

American Society of Therapeutic 

Radiation Oncology, and its Breast 

Health Program in Midland is 

accredited by the National 

Accreditation Program for Breast 

Centers (NAPBC), a program 

administered by the American 

College of Surgeons. 

   MyMichigan Health Foundation 

raised $26 million from the com-

munity to support the project. 

Founders and Diamond donors 

include the Elsa U. Pardee 

Foundation, the Rollin M. 

Gerstacker Foundation, The 

Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 

Foundation, Dow, The Charles J. 

Strosacker Foundation, John and 

Sandy Bartos, Frank and Jean 

Popoff, MyMichigan Medical 

Center Midland Gift Shop and 

Volunteer Organization, Midland 

Area Community Foundation, 

Miron Construction, Inc and Three 

Rivers Corporation. A complete 

listing of donors may be found at 

www.mymichigan.org/cancer-

center.  

   Those interested in more infor-

mation on MyMichigan’s compre-

hensive cancer program may visit 

www.mymichigan.org/cancer 

 

   

 

MARION RUTH BOND 

   Marion Ruth Bond, age 79, 
longtime resident of Harrison 
passed away at home Saturday, 
January 13, 2024. Marion was a 
FIA Board Member for several 
years and was active in several 
other local humanitarian causes. 
Per Marion's wishes, cremation 
has taken place and no services 
are planned at this time. 
   Marion was born on December 
30, 1944, in Pontiac, MI, daugh-
ter of Judson and Iva Irene 
(Collison) Winchester. She mar-
ried Allen "Big Al" Bond on 
June 10, 1961, in Harrison. 
   Marion is survived by her five 

December 30, 1944 - January 13, 2024 

children; Shelly (Eric) Schultz of 
Harrison, Deborah Bowermaster 
of Harrison, Tim (Joanne) Bond 
of Harrison, Pamula (Wayne) 
Henschel of Harrison and Dan 
(Carol) Bond of Clarkston, 
Michigan, many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; three 
siblings; and many nieces and 
nephews; as well as her two dogs 
Button and Chi-Chi. 
   Marion was preceded in death 
by her husband of 58 years, Allen 
Bond in 2019; infant son, 
Gregory; parents; and three sib-
lings. 
 

 

   

 

THOMAS KARL KNOLL 

   Thomas Karl Knoll, age 83, of 
Clare, MI passed away on 
January 15, 2024.  Born March 
5, 1940, in Flint, MI., Tom was 
the first of three children to Fred 
and Irma Knoll. Tom was raised 
on a farm in Mt. Morris, MI.  In 
1970, Tom relocated his family 
to Harrison MI. Then in 1978, he 
ventured to Clare, MI where he 
found the community he was 
meant to be in.  There he lived 
the second portion of this life 
among the Amish where we 
developed many friendships.  
   Tom learned at a very young 
age his love for horses and other 
livestock. He began riding his 
first pony at age five and contin-
ued to ride until he was 70.  Tom 
lived his entire life surrounded 
by farm animals. 
   Tom was quite the football 
athlete at Mt. Morris high 
school. He truly enjoyed remi-
niscing of his glory days. He was 
a 4-H volunteer for over ten 
years while his children partici-
pated. His love for livestock 

March 5, 1940 - January 15, 2024 

landed his job at Clare 
Stockyards in 1970. He worked 
every Monday for the next 50 
years; Monday was his favorite 
day of the week. Tom enjoyed 
horseback riding in northern 
Michigan; the elk were one of his 
many favorite sites to see. He 
showed cattle, would compete in 
“team penning” events and 
enjoyed riding horses on his own 
farm. Later in life, Tom began 
hauling livestock for this local 
community. His truck and trailer 
became a part of him and is what 
kept him going each and every 
day. He felt people could depend 
on him and it gave him a pur-
pose.  His final trucking job was 
January 1, 2024. 
   Tom is survived by his three 
children, Kelly Fanslau, 
Michelle Coleman (Louis 
Kurant), Christopher Knoll, 
grandchildren, and great grand-
children. He is also survived by 
his siblings, Judy Hicks and 
Michael Knoll.  
   Dad, you will be missed. 

   Please join Tom’s Celebration 
of Life on January 27, 2024, 
from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at 
Yoder’s Farm, 10885 N. Leaton 
Rd, Clare, MI., 48617.  We will 
share stories, friendships, and 
lunch.  Arrangements were han-
dled by the Clare Chapel of 
Stephenson-Wyman Funeral 
Home.  On-line condolences 
may be left at www.stephenson-
wyman.com 
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ANA Member

LLC

Silver & Gold 
Coins 

Bought and Sold
Thomas Kapuscinski 
611 N. McEwan St. 
Clare, MI 48617

231-357-2105 
989-386-6500 

tjkap@charter.net 23tf

“A Bright  Idea” 
Over 20 Years Exp. 

   Mark Heckman  Insured 
   Owner  Free Estimates 
   Harrison, MI.  Master Electrician 

Lic. #6208632 
 

     989-539-3247 
Cell 989-429-5623

Heckman  
Electric, LLC

MICHAEL HENRY TREE SERVICES, LLC 
“You Can’t Substitute Quality” 

Stump Grinding • Tree Removal  & Trimming 
Brush Chipping  & Clean-up • 75’ Bucket Truck 

Insurance Work Welcome • Storm Damage Clean-up  
125 Foot Crane • Truss Se�ing • Wood Chipping  

& More 
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED 

SERVING ALL OF THE MID MICHIGAN AREA! 
989-339-4377 • 3777 N. CLARE AVE. • HARRISON, MI.

235 N. Clare Ave.
Harrison, MI

LICENSED INSURED

Quality Residential Building
Remodeling Service  Established 1978

New Homes, Additions, Garages, Kitchens, Baths,

Floors, Windows, Vinyl Siding, Decks and Trim

Call for Estimates (989) 539-6750

Terin L. Wales

Hilts 

Plumbing & Heating 
Master Plumber 

Lic. #6758 - Insured 
 

Heating & Boilers 

Installation - Sales & Service 

Water Pump Repair 
 

142 N. 2nd Street  Harrison 

(989) 539-5551

Call or Stop By Today! 
989-539-7183 

426 N. 1st Street 
Harrison, MI. 

HardyBonhamInsuranceAgency.com

Auto • Home • Business • Farm • Life

We are here to help you!

989-386-7731
513 West 5th St. • Clare, MI 48617

Serv ing :   
~ Clare  

~ Mt. Pleasant 
~ Breckenridge 

 ~ Evart ~ Cadillac 
~ Interlochen

“Our Customers Are Our Warmest Friends” 
Call us to see what we can do for you!

 

Selling  
Northern Michigan  

since 1953 
Open 7 days a week 

www.BuyHR.co 
www.Harrison-Realty.com 
office@Harrison-Realty.com 

P.O. Box 499  
795 North First St.  

Harrison, MI. 48625

989-539-2261 

BBuussiinneessss  &&  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  DDiirreeccttoorryy

989-709-0426

The Golden Goose, 

The Penny Pincher, 

and The Old Miser

Free Conversation

Auto GuysAuto Guys
DETAIL 

Autos 
Boats 
Bikes 

SERVICE

SALES 

RVs 
UTVs 
ATVs

ACCESSORIES

989-4244-00074450 N Clare Ave Harrison, MI

5
0
-4

*

•Full handyman  
   services  
•Interior & exterior  
   painting 
•Drywall hanging  
   & finishing  
•Flooring & trim  
•Kitchen &  
   bathroom  
   remodeling  

(989) 400-5551 
Fully insured 

& licensed

5
1
-3

989-539-2531 
316 East Park Street • Harrison 

World Class 
Omelets 

 
Pizza 

 
Delivery 

51-3*

UPCOMING  
MEETINGS

State Rep. Tom Kunse, R-Clare will 

host local office hours at 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 20 at the Harrison District 

Library. No appointment necessary. 

 

The Clare County Republican Party 

meets at 7 p.m. the first Thursday of 

each month at the Harrison District 

Library.  

 

Grief Share grief recovery seminar 

and support group for those who have 

lost loved ones: Meets at Clare 

Assembly of God in Clare (3557 E. 

Colonville Road) each Thursday at 6 

p.m. Jan. 25-April 18. For more infor-

mation, call Jill at 989-386-3232. 

 

NA (Narcotics Anonymous) meet-

ings will be held at Sheri’s Diner, 316 E 

Park St., at noon and 7 p.m. every 

Monday, and at 7 p.m. the second, third 

and fourth Wednesday of each month at 

Harrison District Library. Join for food 

and conversation. 

 

Hope For the Future – Suicide Loss 

Survivor Support Group meets from 

6:30-8 p.m. second and fourth Tuesdays 

of every month, Quality Inn conference 

room, 10318 S. Clare Ave., Clare. Direct 

any questions to Maxine Lago on 

Facebook. 

  

Al-Anon Family Group meets at 8 

p.m. Thursdays at First Congregational 

Church, 211 W. Spruce St., Harrison. 

 

Lake George Booster Club, 89 S. 

Bringold, north of Lake George, hosts 

Euchre Tuesday year-round. Doors open 

at 6 p.m. and cards start at 7 p.m.  Public 

welcome. 

 

For more community events visit 

www.clarecountycleaver.net. 

The 21st annual A Northern Tradition, a 

fundraiser for Mid Michigan College spon-

sored by Jay’s Sporting Goods, will be held 

from 5-8 p.m. Sunday, April 14 in Clare. 

This unique event has raised more than 

$1.7 million over the last 20 years, benefit-

ing the students at Mid Michigan College. 

Proceeds from A Northern Tradition sup-

port vital needs like scholarships, program 

development, improved facilities, and stu-

dent success initiatives.  

“The response from the community has 

always been tremendous,” said Alexa 

Carey, Executive Director of the Mid 

Foundation. “The College and Jay’s 

Sporting Goods are excited to host one of 

the most anticipated events of the year. We 

expect over 600 attendees will help us raise 

about $100,000 to support students at 

Mid.” 

Tickets to the event are just $50 each. 

Ticket holders will receive a $35 Jay’s gift 

certificate to spend that night in the store. 

The store is open only to event attendees, 

who also receive a print by former Mid 

President Carol Churchill and free food 

from local restaurants. Prizes, silent auc-

tions, and demonstrations will round out 

the evening of fun. 

Each ticket also enters a drawing for a 

$1,000 gift certificate to Jay’s Sporting 

Goods. 

Tickets are available at Mid’s Harrison 

and Mt. Pleasant campuses, Jay’s Sporting 

Goods in Clare, or online at 

midmich.edu/ant. 

“We’re looking forward to making the 

21st A Northern Tradition one of the best 

ever,” said Carey. “We’re so grateful for 

the community members and local busi-

nesses who step up to support higher edu-

cation.” 

For more information about A Northern 

Tradition, visit midmich.edu/ant.

A Northern Tradition 
Returns to Jay’s 
Sporting Goods

Additional angling opportunities created 

by successful fall fish stocking season
LANSING – The Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources today announced the totals from its 2023 fall fish 

stocking efforts. The DNR stocked six different species – 

totaling 1,076,204 fish that weighed 14.5 tons– at 103 loca-

tions throughout the state. 

“It was another outstanding fall fish stocking season that 

will provide enhanced fishing opportunities throughout 

Michigan,” said Ed Eisch, assistant chief of the DNR Fisheries 

Division. “When added to our successful spring and summer 

stocking efforts, that brings 

the total for 2023 to more 

than 10.4 million fish 

stocked in Michigan’s 

waters.” 

The number and type of 

fish stocked vary by hatch-

ery, as each facility’s abili-

ty to rear fish differs 

because of water supplies 

and temperature. In 

Michigan, there are six 

state and three cooperative 

hatcheries that work 

together to produce the 

species, strain and size of 

fish needed by fisheries 

managers. These fish must 

then be delivered at specif-

ic times and locations for 

stocking to ensure their 

success. Most fish in 

Michigan are stocked in the 

spring. 

Fall 2023 fish stocking 

consisted of six species: 

brook trout, coho salmon, 

lake trout, steelhead strain 

rainbow trout, walleye and 

muskellunge. 

Marquette State Fish Hatchery (Marquette) stocked 35,782 

fall fingerling and adult brook that weighed a combined 3,876 

pounds. These fish were stocked at 42 locations, both in the 

Upper and Lower peninsulas. Marquette also stocked 290 

adult lake trout that weighed 1,800 pounds at three locations 

in the U.P. 

Platte River State Fish Hatchery (Traverse City) stocked 

four locations, in both Lake Michigan and Lake Huron, with 

416,474 coho salmon weighing 11,840 pounds. 

Thompson State Fish Hatchery (Manistique) stocked three 

locations with 237,091 fall fingerling steelhead that weighed 

2,375 pounds. Thompson also stocked 18,293 Great Lakes 

strain muskellunge that weighed 2,036 pounds at 11 locations 

in the Upper and Lower peninsulas. 

Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery (west of Kalamazoo) 

stocked six locations with 3,320 Great Lakes strain muskel-

lunge fall fingerlings that weighed 476 pounds. Wolf Lake 

also stocked 344,860 fall 

fingerling steelhead weigh-

ing 5,355 pounds in four 

locations. 

Fisheries management 

units also stocked fall fin-

gerling walleyes last year: 

Southern Lake Michigan 

FMU: 13,428 Muskegon 

strain fall fingerlings 

weighing 817 pounds in 15 

locations. 

Central Lake Michigan 

FMU: 3,793 Muskegon 

strain fall fingerlings 

weighing 281 pounds in 

three locations. 

Lake Erie FMU: 623 

Muskegon strain fall fin-

gerlings weighing 59 

pounds in Lakeville Lake. 

Northern Lake Michigan 

FMU: 2,250 same strain 

fall fingerlings weighing 

108 pounds in Little Bay 

De Noc. 

In general, fish are reared 

in Michigan’s state fish 

hatcheries anywhere from 

one month to one and a half 

years before they are stocked. 

The DNR welcomes visitors to its state fish hatcheries and 

interpretative centers to witness firsthand the fish rearing 

process and to learn about Michigan’s waters. For more infor-

mation, visit Michigan.gov/Hatcheries. 

To find out if any fish were stocked in your favorite fishing 

spot, or to discover a new one, visit the DNR’s fish stocking 

database at michigandnr.com/fishstock.

A netful of healthy fall walleye fingerlings, reared in a 

Michigan DNR pond in Roscommon County, are ready to be 

stocked as part of the DNR’s fall walleye stocking efforts. 

(DNR photo)
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49989-539-7

We welcome new &  

returning patients! 
 

Call us today to set up an appointment for 

all your dental needs! 
 

Most insurances accepted & payment options are available.

Dr. Gierucki 
780 West Spruce Street • Harrison 

989-539-2146
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989-630-0038 
155 North 2nd St. 

Harrison 

Monday - Friday:  
10 am - 5 pm  

Saturday:  
10 am - 2 pm  

Sunday:  
Closed
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Enjoy  
half off 
every  

Wednesday 
Volunteers Needed

MDARD Encourages Owners to 

Help Keep Their Animals Warm 

and Safe as Temperatures Fall

LANSING – As low artic temperatures settle in around the state 

and a winter storm warnings continue, the Michigan Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) is reminding own-

ers of some of the best ways to keep their animals warm and safe. 

“While each individual animal tolerates the cold differently, ani-

mals that are young or elderly, short-coated, and/or have chronic 

health conditions can be more susceptible to frigid temperatures,”  

said State Veterinarian Nora Wineland, DVM, MS, DACVPM. “It 

is important to work with your veterinarian and know your animal’s 

limits in cold weather to prevent hypothermia, frostbite, and more.” 

Keep animals safe from the cold by following these five easy 

tips: 

Give them Shelter: Bring animals indoors whenever possible or 

make sure they have a shelter with dry bedding. 

Animals are vulnerable to freezing temperatures. It is recom-

mended to keep pets inside as much as possible and limit their walk 

and bathroom time. For livestock and other outdoor animals, it is 

important to ensure they have access to a shelter with dry bedding 

if they need to get out of the elements. 

Let it Flow: Make sure an animal’s water source does not freeze. 

No matter the temperature outside, animals need access to fresh 

drinkable water. If their water freezes, they can become dehydrat-

ed, and it can’t be assumed they will eat snow to get the water they 

need. Make sure to move water bowls inside, change the water fre-

quently, or use tank heaters or heated buckets/bowls to keep the 

water flowing. 

Happy Paws: Check paws for injury and clean deicers from 

them. 

Walking on cold, snowy surfaces can cause paw pads to crack or 

bleed. Also, deicers and other products used during wintertime can 

be toxic to pets. Applying a paw protectant can help to minimize 

injury and the absorption of chemicals. Wiping down your pet s 

feet and legs when coming inside and using pet-safe deicers can 

also help to keep them safe. 

Need More Food?: Some animals may need more calories to 

maintain their body heat. 

Keeping animals at a healthy weight throughout the winter is 

important for their overall health. Some animals may require a few 

extra calories to maintain their body heat especially if they spend 

time outdoors. To help determine an animal’s specific nutritional 

needs during cold weather, contact your veterinarian. 

Quick Clean Up: Thoroughly clean areas where antifreeze may 

have spilled. 

Antifreeze contains the chemical ethylene glycol, which is 

extremely hazardous to animals. Be sure to thoroughly clean any 

area where antifreeze has spilled from a vehicle and keep contain-

ers of the fluid out of their reach. 

Following these tips can help keep your animals comfortable and 

safe through any cold snap. If there are any concerns about your 

animals’ health, either now or throughout the winter, please talk to 

your veterinarian.

Feeling the chill? Chances are your animals are too

MDHHS seeking proposals for Local 

Water Utility Affordability program
LANSING – The Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is 

seeking proposals to support efforts by com-

munity water systems to ensure the afford-

ability of water. 

MDHHS’ Local Water Utility Affordability 

program will award grants to qualified 

providers that assist eligible residents who 

have a financial burden; have accumulated a 

balance on water and/or wastewater utility 

bills; have had water service shut off; and/or 

are at risk of having water and/or wastewater 

service shut off. 

The Request for Proposal (RFP) is open to 

federally recognized tribes, community action 

agencies and nonprofit, community-based 

organizations organized under the laws of this 

state that are exempt from federal income tax 

under section 501(c)(3) of the internal rev-

enue code of 1986, 26 USC 501, with a histo-

ry of doing utility assistance work. 

The six-month award begins April 1, and 

ends Sept. 30, 2024. A total of $35 million is 

available, with maximum awards of $10 mil-

lion and minimum awards of $20,000. 

Successful applicants may be awarded fund-

ing annually through Sept. 30, 2026, based 

upon availability and acceptable perform-

ance. 

A pre-application conference will be held to 

discuss this funding opportunity and provide 

instruction on using the EGrAMS system on 

Wednesday, Jan. 17, at 1 p.m., and will last 

approximately 90 minutes. The webinar can 

be accessed at https://bit.ly/3Rs1ink. At the 

conclusion of the conference, this link can be 
used to access the recording of this webinar.  

Grant applications for the Local Water 

Utility Affordability RFP must be submitted 

electronically through EGrAMS by 3 p.m., 

Tuesday, Feb 6. 

Any questions concerning the content of 

this RFP must be sent via email to, at 

MDHHS-BCAEO@michigan.gov on or 

before Friday, Jan. 19.  Questions may be dis-

cussed verbally at the pre-application confer-

ence.  MDHHS will compile all relevant 

questions and answers and post these as well 

as any other clarifications or revisions to the 

initial RFP by Wednesday, Jan. 24, on the 

EGrAMS website. 

For more information or to apply, visit the 

EGrAMS website and select “About 

EGrAMS” link in the left panel to access the 

“Competitive Application Instructions” train-

ing manual. The complete RFP can be 

accessed under the ‘Current Grants’ section 

under the “Community Action & Economic 

Opportunity” link and selecting the “LWUA-

2024” grant program.

MDHHS launches “MIPrEP. 
MIChoice.” campaign to  prevent 

spread of HIV, share prevention info
LANSING – The Michigan 

Department of Health and Human 

Services (MDHHS) is launching a 

campaign targeted at sharing infor-

mation to Michigan residents about 

pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) 

which can prevent the spread of 

HIV. This initiative, titled “MIPrEP. 

MIChoice.” shines a spotlight on 

authentic stories from real people 

across Michigan who use PrEP to 

prevent the spread of HIV. 

“PrEP is a medication that, when 

taken as prescribed, helps prevent a 

person from getting HIV,” said Dr. 

Natasha Bagdasarian, chief medical 

executive. “Taking PrEP can reduce 

the chance of getting HIV by up to 

99% for sexual encounters and 74% 

for injection drug use. PrEP can be 

taken as a daily pill or a bimonthly 

injection.” 

The campaign highlights nine 

individuals from diverse back-

grounds who share their own rea-

sons for using PrEP. Each personal 

story represents a step towards end-

ing the stigma around HIV and pro-

moting a healthier future for all. 

Although in recent years 

MDHHS has seen increases in 

PrEP utilization, Michigan current-

ly ranks 41st in the nation in terms 

of PrEP coverage based on Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention 

estimates providing a significant 

opportunity to improve coverage. 

Between 2013 and 2022, the esti-

mated number of PrEP users grew 

from 136 to 7,290 with most of the 

growth among white men ages 25 

to 44. 

Black and Latino communities 

have been affected significantly by 

HIV with new diagnosis rates 9 

times higher for Black residents 

than white residents, and Latinos 

diagnosed at three times the rate of 

white residents. PrEP utilization in 

these communities remains far 

lower than among whites for a 

number of reasons including stig-

ma, low perception of risk, medical 

mistrust, lack of awareness about 

PrEP and insurance status. The 

“MIPrEP. MIChoice.” campaign 

will work to close these gaps; peo-

ple from these communities who 

have chosen to take PrEP are fea-

tured in the campaign. 

Most insurance plans cover PrEP, 

and programs are available for 

those who don’t have coverage. 

To learn more about PrEP and the 

“MIPrEP. MIChoice.” campaign, 

visit Michigan.gov/MIPrEP.

AG Nessel Intervenes in Lawsuit to Defend States’ Rights 

to Protect Water Quality in Federal Projects 
LANSING – Michigan Attorney 

General Dana Nessel has joined a 

coalition of 18 attorneys general, 

led by the State of Washington, in 

filing a motion to intervene in a 

lawsuit to support the U.S. 

Environmental Protection 

Agency’s (EPA) final rule that 

revised a Trump-era rule that 

unlawfully curtailed state authority 

under Section 401 of the Clean 

Water Act.  

“The Trump administration 

wrongfully attempted to cut states 

out of safeguarding our water qual-

ity in federal projects, despite a 

clear responsibility to do so by 

Congressional directive under the 

Clean Water Act. Since taking 

office, President Biden has worked 

to restore the states’ abilities to 

protect our natural resources,” 

Nessel said. “Protecting 

Michigan’s water is a vital interest 

and duty of the State, and I proudly 

support the federal government’s 

efforts to recognize the importance 

of these crucial states’ rights, and 

will defend them from these legal 

challenges alongside my col-

leagues.”  

The Clean Water Act reflects 

Congress’ policy to “recognize, 

preserve, and protect the primary 

responsibilities and rights of states 

to prevent, reduce, and eliminate 

pollution” of waters within their 

borders in partnership with the 

federal government. Under 

Section 401 of the statute, a project 

requiring federal approval that 

may result in discharges into 

waters of the United States must 

obtain state certification confirm-

ing that the project meets state 

water quality standards and other 

appropriate state law require-

ments.    

In 2019, Nessel was part of a 

coalition that opposed the Trump-

era rule changes when they were 

first proposed, and in July of 2020 

Nessel and the coalition of states 

filed a lawsuit challenging the 

EPA’s final rule. Most recently, in 

August 2021, Nessel and the coali-

tion of states submitted a comment 

supporting the EPA’s reversal of 

these unlawful rules, restoring 

state’s lawful authority under sec-

tion 401 of the Clean Water Act.  

Joining Attorney General Nessel 

in sending this letter are the attor-

neys general of California, 

Colorado, Connecticut, the District 

of Columbia, Illinois, Maine, 

Maryland, Massachusetts, 

Minnesota, New Mexico, New 

York, North Carolina, Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 

Vermont, and Washington.
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