
75₵

COMING  
EVENTS

Pasties available at John J 

Carton Masonic Lodge in 

Harrison from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Oct. 4 and 5.  

 

Fall Rummage Sale at the 

First Congregational 

Church, 211 W. Spruce St. in 

Harrison from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Friday Oct. 4 and 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5. 

 

Free Drive Thru Mobile 

Food Distribution Saturday, 

Oct. 5 at Clare County 

Fairgrounds, 418 Fairlane 

St., Harrison:  Food distribu-

tion from 10 a.m. until at least 

11:30 a.m.  Food will be placed 

in your trunk/hatchback, so 

please make room in advance.  

Bring empty boxes or baskets 

in your trunk for volunteers to 

put the food.  Restrooms will 

not be available. If you do not 

have access to a vehicle or are 

feeling ill, stay home and 

arrange for someone to pick up 

your food. 

 

Chili Cook Off at noon 

Sunday, Oct. 6 at Clare 

Assembly of God, 3557 E. 

Colonville Road. Chili lunch 

and a dessert auction. This is a 

fundraiser for the church’s 

food pantry which serves the 

community once a month. 

 

Corn Hole Tournament 

from 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 6 

at Shamrock Park in Clare 

sponsored by the Clare County 

Democratic Party. Food, music 

and fun; $20 entry fee per per-

son. Get a partner and sign up. 

More information at 

www.clarecountydemocrats.co

m or www.facebook.com/ 

clarecountydems 

 

Ole Time Country Gospel 

Jamboree from 6-8 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 26 at the First 

Congregational Church, 

Harrison. Refreshments to fol-

low. Come enjoy and join in 

the singing or tap your feet to a 

fun filled night of great enter-

tainment praising the Lord. All 

musicians/signers are wel-

come.  

 

Harrison Sportsmans Club 

Trap Shoot held noon to 2 

p.m. every Sunday through 

Nov. 2. Free for youth with 

adult shooters. Cost is 

$7/round. Public welcome.  

BUCK TALES

Friday & Saturday: 11 am - 6 pm  or till meat is gone!       
 Sunday: 12 pm - 4  pm or till meat is gone!  

    

  565 N. 1st Street, Harrison • Next to Walraven’s Country Market 

• Pulled Pork 

• Ribs  

• Brats  

• Chicken   

• Brisket  

• Sides

2
7
-3

*

10 AM - 7 PM • 129 N. 2ND ST. • HARRISON

KLEEN GENE’S  
LAUNDROMAT  

HAND DIPPED ICE CREAM,  
SOFT SERVE, OR DOLE WHIP! 

Read more sports and 

school news on pages 8 and 9. 

 *  *  * 

The Cleaver office will be 

closed from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 7 to allow staff 

to attend a community func-

tion.
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County Schools Crown Homecoming Royalty

Clare Homecoming King and Queen  

 Jayden Arthur and Kayla Moreno

Harrison Homecoming King and Queen  

Kaleb Williams and Ava Snyder

Farwell Homecoming King and Queen  

Wyatt VanBuskirk and Ava Darnell

Hey, My Grandpa Had One of Those!

Old Fashion Day a Festive Adieu to Summer

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Senior Staff Writer 

HARRISON – The Clare County Historical Society 

once again offered citizens an opportunity to stroll 

through some of Clare County’s history via its Sept. 28 

Old Fashion Day. The Society’s property, located at the 

intersection of Dover Road and Eberhart Avenue, was 

the site of many opportunities, including guided tours of 

all the buildings: the History Museum, the Blacksmith 

Shop, the Dover School, and the Ott Family Cabin. Also 

featured this year, was the newly-placed Bell Knapp 

Cabin, with a dedication ceremony held that day. 

The day of pretty much free everything included 

many opportunities for family fun and education, such 

as hayrides, refreshments, period music performed by 

Stephanie Terpening, blacksmithing demonstrations, 

and a chance to play with some vintage toy trains, toys 

and games. Displays included; 100 miniature cars of the 

’50s and ’60s; a vintage Detroit Tigers items; miniature 

historic flags of the USA (and book giveaway); quilts; 

along with vintage cars and tractors. Also onsite were 

City of Clare Fire Department firemen and fire truck. 

In all, it was a very busy day, and a grand closing of 

the Historical Society’s summer activities.

 (Cleaver photos by Dianne Alward-Biery)
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COMMUNITY LIFE

KEYSOR BUILDERS

 
Harrison, Michigan  

Owner  
Steve Keysor

989-539-5911

Licensed   Insured

• New Homes  
• Garages  
• Polebarns  

• Decks  
• Siding  
• Roofing 

Sustainable Living in Harrison

By MEGAN BARRON 

Cleaver Guest Writer 

HARRISON – On Saturday, 

Sept. 28 Mara Kalat-Brown and 

her husband Benjamin “Ben” 

Brown opened their home to tours 

for community members interested 

in their unique home building proj-

ect. The roughly 3,000 square foot 

home being built in Harrison is 

drawing attention and interest as it 

is distinctively being constructed 

utilizing straw bales. More specifi-

cally, it is a non-loadbearing straw 

bale house – so essentially all the 

weight of the building is on a post 

and beam structure where the 

straw bales are utilized as the 

home’s insulation. The earthen 

home has been a dream of theirs 

for years, and they are excited to 

bring their passion for sustainabili-

ty and self-reliance to life right 

here in Clare County. 

Mara and Ben met out west in 

2017 during their time working as 

wildland firefighters. They imme-

diately connected about living off 

the land and homesteading and 

have wanted to do something like 

this ever since. 

“Through that work we learned a 

lot about working hard, living 

remotely, and living off grid,” 

Kalat-Brown shared. “We have 

worked together over the years 

remodeling homes and Ben has 

done a lot of carpentry work with 

my dad, who has been a carpenter 

of fifty years. My dad, Mike, is 

also an integral part of the build. 

He brings a lot of experience to the 

team and is definitely our number 

one cheerleader! We have never 

built anything like this before but 

it’s just the kind of wild project 

Ben has always known he would 

take on.” 

They broke ground on April 29 

and are building the entire home 

themselves. A great deal of time, 

research, and planning went into 

the schematics for their home, and 

they looked at a wide variety of 

sustainable home options through-

out the process. They sought out as 

many resources as possible, and 

ultimately settled on the straw bale 

model for their home after visiting 

friends in Washington and their 

own straw bale home. They took 

time and toured a few straw bale 

homes they were able to find in 

Michigan, and graciously took 

time to give me a tour of their 

home in progress, sharing their 

vision and plans for its completion.  

“We have been dreaming of 

homesteading since the day we 

met,” Kalat-Brown shared of their 

journey leading up to this incredi-

ble project. “That dream turned 

into dreaming of living off grid and 

grew into dreaming of building our 

own earthen home. We began 

homesteading in April 2022 and 

have been planning the build since. 

We considered all types of builds 

each with their pros and cons, but 

our hearts were sold on a straw 

bale home as it is the most energy-

efficient home that we can build. 

We love being warm in the winter! 

We don’t have an exact projected 

completion date and are humbled 

by doing the work ourselves and 

the learning curve that building 

alternative brings.”  

The home will be constructed of 

approximately 1,000 compact 

straw bales, which were sourced 

locally from Nevill Supply in 

Clare. The straw bales are inter-

locked like brick, and each bale 

must be trimmed to fit the cavity, as 

they are staggered, not just laid out 

in rows. It is a post and beam struc-

ture, so they still have rafters, and 

everything is conventional as far as 

the loadbearing portion of the 

building. The lumber was also 

sourced locally from Flynn Lumber 

and Supply Co. in Gladwin. 

“So it is an 18-inch wall of insu-

lation and it’s great because the 

straw is porous and it allows air cir-

culation, and with the walls being 

made out of clay it makes the walls 

breathe so it’s a really energy effi-

cient way of doing it,” Brown 

explained, noting that the R-value 

(the value assigned to measure 

thermal variation, or how energy 

efficient it is) is R50 in comparison 

to standard homes typically rated at 

R13 or maybe R23.  

The floors will be earthen with 

radiant heating, which means they 

will be constructed out of stucco 

and then oiled, ultimately resem-

bling a polished concrete floor that 

can be swept and mopped. The 

home will have large windows and 

the early morning sun will heat the 

floors, which will radiate heat 

throughout the day. While this is 

much more cost effective than con-

crete, it is an extremely labor-inten-

sive process.  

The house will have traditional 

plumbing, and electrical will be 

wired typically as well, with plans 

to generate their own power via 

solar. There will be two big wall 

batteries that will charge via the 

solar panels. Brown explained that 

if they are unable to charge them in 

the winter, it’s a matter of running 

the generator for a couple hours, 

and that will power a couple freez-

ers and a fridge. Most people they 

have talked to said they could go 

about four days without sun on the 

two-battery system with their solar 

panels. The heating will be in floor 

heating, which is still in the works 

on how they are going to run that. 

They are looking at solar propane 

furnaces and outdoor boilers, and 

they will have their wood burning 

stove. 

Once complete, the exterior of 

the home will boast a southwest 

adobe style aesthetic. 

“Maintenance on a straw bale 

home is minimized, like with any 

kind of house, by keeping water 

away,” Kalat-Brown said, then laid 

out the intricate process.  

“In our case, we went with a 

three-foot roof overhang and made 

sure that all surrounding ground is 

sloped away from the house. With 

a straw bale home, you can most 

likely expect to repair plaster as it 

thins over the years. No painting or 

sealing, it is imperative the walls 

are able to breathe, which is why 

we decided to go with a clay-based 

plaster consisting of three different 

coats, each varying in thickness 

and finish work. The first layer is 

clay sand and fine straw, the sec-

ond layer is sifted clay and sand, 

and the third is a ‘fine-tuned’ plas-

ter application to ensure our walls 

look nice and smooth which will 

need to be reapplied every five 

years or so. For the most part these 

buildings are very resilient.”  

Seeing the couple bringing their 

dream to life is nothing short of 

inspiring, and that is something 

they hope to give back to the com-

munity as well.  

“Our hope is to provide 

resources for people who have 

never heard of an alternative way 

of building,” she said. “Our straw 

is from 15 miles away, our dirt is 

from the land. Just different ways 

that we can reduce the load on 

mother earth is one passion. The 

other is, it’s way warmer. We live 

in a cold climate; it is significantly 

warmer and more efficient in the 

winter. So, just educating people 

who are interested.   

“Also, we do meet a lot of peo-

ple who want to live off grid or talk 

Family Hosts Tours of Modern Straw Bale Home  
in Progress for Others Interested in Living Off-Grid

Mara Kalat-Brown and husband, Benjamin “Ben” Brown, stand with their son, Jupiter, in front of 

their home in progress that is being sustainably constructed with straw bales. 

View of construction progress of Mara Kalat-Brown and 

Benjamin “Ben” Brown’s straw bale home being constructed in 

Harrison.

View of the interior ground floor of the straw bale home. The home 

will be an open concept home to allow for familial cohesiveness and 

interaction. The photo below shows the work Mara Kalat-Brown had 

just started by applying the initial layer of clay-based plaster to the 

straw bales. That plaster consists of clay sand and fine straw.   

(Cleaver photos by Megan Barron)

about building earthen homes, and 

if you just never see it, it’s harder 

to dream it,” Kalat-Brown heart-

fully noted. 

They plan on hosting future 

tours and workshops, tentatively 

hoping to host their next event 

sometime in the spring. For anyone 

interested in connecting or learn-

ing more, please reach out to Mara 

Kalat-Brown at 

mkalat7@gmail.com.   

Law Enforcement  
Releases Statement on 

Wrecker-in-Lake Crash
Sheriff Department release 

At 4:33 a.m. Sept. 24, the Clare County Central Dispatch received a call 

of a traffic crash, which was reported to have occurred on Townline Lake 

Road near Oak Grove Road in the City of Harrison. It was reported an Auto 

Solutions Wrecker was involved in this crash. 

Deputies with the Clare County Sheriff Office responded to the scene, 

where they observed the wrecker off the roadway, and in Budd Lake. 

Through investigation, it was determined the wrecker driver had been trav-

eling west bound on Townline Lake Road. The driver failed to negotiate the 

curves in the roadway and crossed the center line where he continued to 

travel in a straight line before running off the south side of the roadway and 

crashing into some trees. After striking the trees, the wrecker left the land 

and traveled into Budd Lake where it struck a Monark Pontoon docked in 

the area. 

Emergency Management Director Jerry Becker was contacted for any 

possible contamination caused to Budd Lake from the wrecker entering the 

water. 

Speed appears to be a factor in the crash, which is still under investigation. 

There were no injuries reported from the crash. 

The Clare County Sheriff Office was assisted on scene by the Mobile 

Medical Response Ambulance Services, as well as the Harrison Fire 

Department and the Clare County Emergency Management Division.
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Outdoors With Jeff

JEFF GOYT

As I sit outside the heat is start-

ing to get hotter. Today is the 

opening of small game season 

and the local news is stating that 

the temperature is predicted to get 

up in the eighties or possibly even 

more.  

Those that have been hunting 

for geese, they stated that it was 

too hot on certain days. Several 

goose hunters have stated that 

hunting for geese was a little 

harder this year. Several of the 

lakes are reporting that the water 

is down all over this year. One 

hunter said that early in the morn-

ings the geese would go back and 

forth from the water to where 

there was a crop field nearby.  

Looking ahead, hunters were 

concerned some time before bow 

season that it would remain 

warm. One hunter stated that if it 

stayed hot after October that 

would cause the deer to stay in 

the shaded areas or later after 

dark. We will just wait and see. 

Hopefully the weather will get a 

little cooler.  

Those bow hunters that have 

been watching its plantings 

around their blinds are hoping 

they will get some more water. 

One forecast stated that this heat 

should last for seven to ten days; 

we will have to wait and see. I 

have talked with the Clare 

County Drain Commissioner, and 

he stated the lake levels are low. 

People that have ponds stated that 

their pond is really low.  

When I was about ten years 

old, I decided that I wanted to 

start hunting with a bow and 

arrow. It wasn’t long and I had a 

bow and a couple of arrows. 

Before I could hunt, I was told 

that I would have to get some 

camouflage it took some time to 

be able find where it’s sold. So, 

after thinking I went down to a 

war surplus store. It wasn’t hard 

and I located shirts, pants and a 

jacket. On the coat a patch was 

still on it, and it stated Marine 

Corp.  

It took a while to learn how to 

use a bow and it wasn’t easy. No 

matter what I did, it was hard to 

be a good shooter with a bow. The 

second year I was hunting deer 

with a friend of my family. He too 

was a hero during World War 2 

with my dad and they served on a 

ship, and it was sunk. He taught 

me how to use this bow and later 

he was with me when I got a 

recurve bow, and it was great. 

Several years later I harvested my 

first deer. Then it was the first 

compound bow and that was a 

great bow. Lastly a new type of 

bow came called the crossbow 

and we were still there today.  

It was cool this morning and a 

great time to get out in the woods, 

when you and your bird dog were 

very happy. The hunter and his 

dog were out hunting for some 

time, after two or three hours of 

hunting it was over. It started to 

get hotter, and they knew it was 

time to get the dog into the house 

to cool down.  

The DNR has stated that bow 

hunters can expect a turnout 

somewhat like last year. Deer 

hunters can expect a little more 

than a quarter of a million.  

Fifty years ago, when we hunt-

ed opening day, we didn’t have 

comfort, we had pine stumps and 

no cover from the weather. Most 

of the hunters were on state land 

that was located in oil country. 

There were hundreds of hunters 

on the state land. One year the 

state lands were extremely cold 

and later they informed us that it 

was twenty-five below zero the 

entire day. Some hunters actually 

got pine wood and made a fire. 

No longer when I go up on state 

land there is no forest, and I 

thought that was sad. I visited the 

location where we hunted in the 

1950s and there is little to see.  

So, we are on the second day of 

bow season, we hope that never 

happens. It seems that time is 

passing by this year, hunting sea-

sons will come and go and we 

will be done hunting and we have 

hope for a new year. 

~ CLARE COUNTY HISTORY ~ 
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60+ years old, donation of $2.25 suggested. 
Under 60 years old, $5.00 per meal.  
Please reserve your meal one day in  
advance by 1 p.m. by calling the Harrison 
Dining Center at 989-539-6515 or Lake 
George Dining Center at 989-588-9841 ext. 
01. Meal is served at noon daily.  Centers 
are closed on holidays. 

 

Monday, October 7    Chili mac, peas, carrots,    apple pie filling, corn bread,     and chocolate milk.   
Tuesday, October 8 

Tater tot casserole, broccoli, 
yogurt, strawberries, and 

chocolate milk. 
 

Wednesday, October 9 
Pork loin roasted with dijon 

apple relish, rosemary  
redskin, potatoes, red  

cabbage, cantaloupe, string 
cheese, and milk. 

 Thursday, October 10 
Breaded chicken wrap, baked 

potato, succotash, diced  
potatoes, and milk. 

 
 Friday, October 11 

Aloha chicken, spanish rice, 
winter blend vegetables, 
sliced pears, wheat berry 

bread, and chocolate milk.

October 7 - 11

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Senior Staff Writer 

HARRISON – A special aspect of the Sept. 28 

Old Fashion Day was the dedication of the Bell 

Knapp cabin which had been relocated from Athey 

Avenue to the Clare County Historical Society’s 

property at the intersection of Dover Road and 

Eberhart Avenue. 

Throughout the Old Fashion Day event, visitors 

could step into the past of the cabin, and marvel at 

the fastidiousness of the building’s restoration and 

structure. 

The ceremony itself began with words from 

Dennis Guerriero, who welcomed attendees and 

spoke of what it took to make the cabin relocation 

a reality. He began by saying “It takes a communi-

ty,” and continued with “Thank you to all the indi-

viduals and entities who worked and contributed 

to the successful relocation of the 1888 Bell 

Knapp cabin during the summer of 2024 to the 

Clare County Historical Society grounds on Dover 

Road.” 

Guerriero detailed all the contributing forces 

that made the move a reality, beginning with it 

having been funded by Robert and Carolyn 

Knapp, and additionally listed Williams House 

Raising & Moving; Humphrey Brothers Masonry; 

Clare County Road Commission; Consumers 

Energy; AT&T; Grant Township Commission; 

A.L.E. Construction Co.; Clare Tree Trimming & 

Removing; Rich Magnus Excavating; Clare 

County Sheriff Department; Amish Community: 

Ed Byler, John, David, Noah and Abe Hostetler; 

CCHS volunteers: Sam Sellers, Andy Coulson, 

Dennis Guerriero, Carron Nevill, Liz Ringelberg, 

and CCHS Project Manager Jon H. Ringelberg. 

Next to speak was Jon Ringelberg, who related 

with great fondness stories of the late Robert C. 

Knapp, whose vast historical knowledge and reach 

enabled myriad answers to be discovered over the 

years. Knapp – a professor emeritus, University of 

Southern California at Berkeley, California, and 

Historical Society Dedicates Bell Knapp Cabin
Late Historian, Author’s 
Donation Wish Fulfilled

the author of many books based in Clare County – 

contributed to the evolution of the CCHS despite 

the physical distance between California and 

Michigan. Ringelberg noted one specific time 

when Knapp insisted on physically being part of 

the grounds work and managed to paint one of the 

yellow bridge railings that bound the entrance to 

the southeast portion of the property. 

That distance was overcome once again 

Saturday, as Knapps’s widow, Carolyn Knapp 

attended and briefly spoke of her memories asso-

ciated with the cabin and its restoration. She also 

thanked all involved with the project, noting her 

appreciation of the care rendered by those who 

completed the cabin which was so much a part of 

their family’s lives. 

In all, it was a wonderfully respectful and sin-

cere honorific – not only for Robert Knapp as a 

historian and his life partner who shared his 

vision, but also for the fulfillment of his dream of 

placing his family cabin in the safekeeping of the 

Clare County Historical Society.

Dennis Guerriero welcomes attendees 

to the Bell Knapp Cabin dedication, 

and expresses appreciation to all those 

who worked to make the cabin’s 

restoration and relocation a reality.

Jon Ringelberg describes with fond-

ness and admiration his longtime asso-

ciation with the late Robert Knapp, 

and the varied and many contributions 

of knowledge and effort Knapp made 

over the years. 

Carolyn Knapp greets attendees at the close 

of the Bell Knapp Cabin dedication Sept. 28 at 

the Clare County Historical Society grounds 

where her husband’s family cabin has been 

relocated. (Cleaver photos by Dianne Alward-

Biery)

Compiled by Angela Kellogg-Henry 

Thomas K. and Margaret L. (Wallace) Bell 

built their log cabin in 1888 in Sheridan 

Township. Thomas was born in Canada and 

Margaret immigrated from Dundee, Scotland to 

Canada as a child. When they first came to 

Michigan they settled in Saginaw before pur-

chasing land in Sheridan Township, Clare 

County.  They lived over 45 years in Clare 

County and had twelve children, three sons and 

nine daughters. They were married for 60 years. 

Margaret passed away in 1927 and Thomas in 

1928. They are both buried in Cherry Grove 

Cemetery in Clare. At the time of their deaths, 

they were considered respected pioneers of the 

area. 

The cabin had various owners over the years 

until Robert Knapp, Thomas and Margaret’s 

great-grandson brought the cabin back into fam-

ily ownership in 1995. Robert and Carolyn 

Knapp used the cabin as a seasonal home when 

in Michigan and in 2007 and 2008 rebuilt the 

foundation and extensively restored the cabin.  

Until recently, the cabin was referred to as the 

Bell Cabin and it is distinguished as a Michigan 

Heritage Home by the Historical Society of 

Michigan. The cabin is now referred to as the 

Bell Knapp Cabin with the Knapps donation of 

the cabin and funds to care for it endowed to the 

Clare County Historical Society.  

Robert Knapp had been working on a plan for 

several years looking for a good home for the 

cabin. That plan accelerated when Knapp was 

diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 2023. 

Knapp passed in September of 2023 and his wife 

Carolyn and his friends at the Clare County 

A Brief History of the Bell Cabin

Historical Society carried out his wishes.  

The Bell Knapp Cabin is the second his-

toric cabin on the Clare County Historical 

Society grounds. The Ott family cabin was 

built in 1897 and was moved to the museum 

site in 2000. 

At  right, the 

late Robert 

Knapp stands 

before his 

beloved family 

cabin.

See Page 5 for 

photos of the 

restored Bell 

Knapp Cabin.
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Brett Dodd 
Owner/Driller 
Reg. No. 18-1995

5323 N. Old State 
www.DoddWells.com

989-539-8505

2”, 4”, and 5” Well Repair • 5” PVC Wells Drilled 
Water Pump Sales & Service

Over 30 years of experience! 

M E E T  T H E  C A N D I D A T E

How we protect 
you from  

misleading  
advertising and 
communications 

38

We welcome new &  

returning patients! 
 

Call us today to set up an appointment for 

all your dental needs! 
 

Most insurances accepted & payment options are available.

Dr. Gierucki 
780 West Spruce Street • Harrison 

989-539-2146

By Hillary Hatch, Social 
Security Public Affairs 
Specialist  

Social Security works with our 

Office of the Inspector General 

(OIG) to protect you from scams 

that use Social Security as bait. 

Section 1140 of the Social 

Security Act allows OIG to 

impose severe penalties against 

anyone who engages in mislead-

ing Social Security-related adver-

tising or imposter communica-

tions.   

OIG may impose a 

penalty against any-

one who: 

• Mails mis-

leading solicita-

tions that 

appear to be 

from or author-

ized by Social 

Security. 

• Operates an 

imposter website or 

social media account 

designed to look like it belongs to 

or is authorized by Social 

Security. 

• Sends emails or text messages 

or makes telephone calls claiming 

to be from Social Security.  

• Sells Social Security’s free 

forms, applications, and publica-

tions without our written 

approval. 

• Charges a fee for a service that 

Social Security provides free of 

charge without providing a clearly 

visible notice that Social Security 

provides the service for free. 

If you receive a misleading or 

suspicious Social Security-related 

advertisement, phone call or 

email, you should let us know 

right away. Try to capture as many 

details as you can.   

Here’s what you can do: 

• For suspicious websites or 

social media accounts, please take 

a screenshot of the page. Note the 

website address or social media 

link – and how you came across it.   

• For emails and text messages, 

capture the entire message and 

any links or attachments. 

• For mail, retain the complete 

communication, including the out-

side envelope and all inserts. 

• For telephone solicitations, 

note the caller identification phone 

number and any company name or 

call back number provided by the 

caller or recorded message. 

You can help us stop misleading 

advertising and communications. 

We encourage you to report 

possible scams to the 

OIG at 

oig.ssa.gov/report. 

You can also call our 

fraud hotline at 1-

800-269-0271 or 

send an email to 

OIG.1140@ssa.gov. 

To learn more, 

check out our publica-

tion, What You Need to 

Know About Misleading 

Advertising, at 

w w w. s s a . g o v / p u b s / E N - 0 5 -

10005.pdf. You can also review 

Section 1140 at 

www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/ssact/title

11/1140.htm. 

Please share this information 

with friends and family and help us 

spread the word on social media. 

 

Social Security  
questions and answers   

Q. My daughter just joined a 
non-profit charity and is helping 
victims of natural disasters. She 
gets a salary. We were wonder-
ing if she has to pay Social 
Security tax. 

A. Yes, people who work for 

non-profits and who receive a 

salary must pay Social Security tax 

just like everyone else. Those 

wages and the Social Security tax 

she pays on them will offer her 

financial relief in the future when 

it comes time to apply for Social 

Security. For more information, 

visit our electronic publication, 

How You Earn Credits at 

www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN- 05-

10072.pdf. 

Michigan pushes to plug orphan oil wells
By DONTÉ SMITH 
Capital News Service 

LANSING – Michigan’s oil 

industry may not be front and cen-

ter, but it remains active with over 

9,300 wells across the state.  

The U.S. Energy Information 

Administration ranks Michigan 

18th in the nation in crude oil pro-

duction. 

In June 2024, Michigan wells 

produced 211,000 barrels of crude 

oil — around 8.8 million gallons, 

the agency said. Otsego County 

leads the state in production, fol-

lowed closely by Jackson, 

Kalkaska and Manistee counties. 

However, there’s a growing 

environmental concern linked to 

the industry: Michigan has about 

230 orphan wells abandoned by 

their original operators or owners 

without being properly plugged. 

That leaves taxpayers on the 

hook financially and logistically 

for plugging them. 

Orphan wells pose significant 

environmental and safety hazards, 

experts say. Without proper plug-

ging, they can contaminate sur-

rounding water sources and leak 

harmful gasses like methane, 

potentially contributing to climate 

change. 

Scientists with the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration say that the con-

centration of methane in the 

atmosphere has more than dou-

bled in the past 200 years, and 

they estimate that the increase is 

responsible for almost 30% of cli-

mate warming since the Industrial 

Revolution. 

Most of Michigan’s orphan 

wells are scattered across the 

Lower Peninsula, and the largest 

number are in Charlevoix, St. 

Clair, Benzie, Gratiot and 

Manistee counties. 

Addressing the situation falls to 

the Department of Environment, 

Great Lakes and Energy, which 

runs the state’s orphan well pro-

gram.  

Jim Armbruster, who manages 

the program, explained how the 

process of plugging orphan wells 

has progressed in recent years, 

thanks in part to federal funding 

from the Bipartisan Infrastructure 

Law. 

“Most plugging projects are 

similar, involving a mix of wells 

and their associated facilities, 

where fluids would be stored 

pending sale or disposal,” 

Armbruster said. 

The department has received 

two federal grants for orphan well 

management.  

The first $25 million allowed 

the state to plug hundreds of wells 

in a year. The second, $5.8 mil-

lion, funded a project in Ottawa 

County where two wells in a grav-

el pit lake near Jenison were 

sealed using barges to float the 

plugging rig and materials, he 

said. 

That project followed a report 

from a concerned kayaker who 

observed suspected oil on the 

water and shoreline of the Ottawa 

County lake in April of last year.  

The presence of oil affected 300 

feet of shoreline and was traced to 

abandoned wells impacted by 

floodwaters, leading to their addi-

tion to the state’s plugging list. 

However, Armbruster said 

progress on plugging projects has 

been delayed due to federal 

requirements. 

Despite 73 orphan wells being 

closed in August and 54 in 

September of last year, only 13 

have been closed so far in 2024. 

“The U.S. Department of the 

Interior won’t allow states to 

spend grant money on plugging 

projects until they get approval on 

the National Historic Preservation 

Act and Endangered Species Act 

requirements,” he said.  

The state environmental depart-

ment is working to hire an archae-

ologist and a biologist to complete 

these requirements, which will 

“pave the way” for Michigan to 

access more federal funding, 

Armbruster said. 

Department officials remain 

committed to reducing the num-

ber of orphan wells in Michigan, 

he said.  

Once federal approvals are 

secured, the department antici-

pates resuming efforts to plug 

those wells, he said.

Workers operate a floating rig to plug an orphan oil well in 
Ottawa County. Credit: Department of Environment, Great Lakes 
and Energy

Michigan orphan well closures by month from April 2023 through 
July 2024: Source: Department of Environment, Great Lakes and 
Energy

Rick Jones Seeks Election to Clare County 
Board of Commissioners, District 4 – 

Independent 
Getting down to brass tacks, I 

want to take care of your money for 

the next four years. 

I grew up in Clare County, on a 

farm in Greenwood Township. I 

attended Harrison Community 

Schools, graduating in 1985, 

attended Mid Michigan 

Community College while in high 

school through senior release, and 

then attended the University of 

Michigan from which I graduated 

with a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Anthropology-Zoology, with an 

additional focus in Economics. 

After retiring from U-M, I returned 

to the Harrison area in 2016, 

worked for Hayes Township in var-

ious roles, and was elected 

Supervisor of Hayes in 2020. My 

focus as supervisor was on roads 

and blight elimination. Residents 

of the township cannot help but 

notice the large improvements 

made to the public roads in Hayes 

Township, including widening and 

overlaying aged, neglected pave-

ments. There is still work to be 

done on pavements in excess of 40 

years, but a limited budget preclud-

ed getting all those done in four 

years. 

As a county commissioner, my 

first aim is to save the county-

owned airport located in Harrison. 

It is clear, if you follow the Board 

of Commissioners, that some have 

advocated shutting the county air-

port down; the Commissioners 

have already voted to cut funding 

to zero. This is entirely short-sight-

ed. 

Second, I will advocate for 

updating the animal control ordi-

nance and having a dog census as 

required by law. Too many calls 

have been referred to townships by 

Animal Control for barking dogs, 

and I have received too many com-

plaints for dogs on the loose. 

Third, for those who attend the 

BOC meetings at the County 

Building, it is very difficult to hear 

much in the commissioners’ room. 

Microphones need to be added to 

each commissioner seat and speak-

ers need to be installed so that 

those in attendance can actually 

hear what is being said and how 

commissioners have voted. 

Fourth, I am a proponent of great 

roads. I would like to explore a 

countywide road millage as many 

other counties have. Our Clare 

County Road Commission is 

responsible for over 1,000 miles of 

road; funding comes from the state 

based on a complicated formula 

based on vehicle registrations, 

driver license fees, and the gas tax. 

Such funding is wholly inadequate 

to improve roads; maintenance 

money goes to core duties of blad-

ing/grading, snowplowing, mow-

ing, culvert replacements, and 

some tree trimming. I will be a pro-

ponent of a 1.0 road millage dedi-

cated to: (1) improving all paved 

county primary roads by increasing 

widths (where possible), clearing 

ditches, and trimming trees that are 

now growing in the right-of-way; 

and (2) for unpaved county primar-

ies, encouraging the road commis-

sion to have a plan to clear the 

right-of-way of trees, widen, ditch, 

and re-gravel with the goal of 

paving the most highly traveled 

unpaved roads by working in con-

cert with each of the 16 townships. 

If my record and qualifications 

square, I ask that you forget politi-

cal party and favor me with your 

support and vote by absentee bal-

lot, early voting at the County, or 

on election day Nov. 5.
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LOCAL EVENTS & NEWS 

First  
Congregational 

Located at  
211 West Spruce Street  

Harrison, MI 

Friday, October 4   
9 am - 5 pm 

Saturday, October 5   
9 am - 3 pm

Church Office - 989-539-7163 
NO ELECTRONICS ACCEPTED  39-1

GGUUNNSS  ••  KKNNIIVVEESS  
FFOOOODD  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE!!  
BBuuyy  --  SSeellll  --  TTrraaddee   

AAddmmiissssiioonn  $$55..0000  
CChhiillddrreenn  1122  &&    
UUnnddeerr  FFrreeee  

 

Harrison Sportsman’s Club 

GGuunn  &&  KKnniiffee  SShhooww 
Sunday, October 15 • 9 am � 3 pm 

Harrison Sportsman’s Club at: 

3704 North Harrison Ave.  

989�666�6719 
(South of Cranberry Lk. Rd)  

40-1

989-630-0038 
155 North 2nd St. 

Harrison 

Monday - Friday:  
10 am - 5 pm  

Saturday:  
10 am - 2 pm  

Sunday:  
Closed

28tf

Clothing • Furniture • Household 
Wednesdays are 50% off

The MARSP-CCC October 

2024 membership meeting will be 

held at noon Tuesday, Oct. 8 in the 

Esther C Room at Mid-Michigan 

College. A $10 luncheon will be 

served by Jack Pine Restaurant of 

Harrison. Guest speaker for this 

meeting will be Charles 

Zelkowski, director of Gladwin 

Evergreen Physical Therapy. He 

will speak about falls, risks and 

fall prevention.  

MARSP-CCC is open to all cur-

rent and retired public-school per-

sonnel and encourages all interest-

ed persons to attend. These meet-

ings are an excellent way to stay 

informed about what is happening 

at the state level with school 

employee’s retirement benefits.  

Direct any questions about the 

organization to Liz Smith, mem-

bership chair, at ecsmith06@hot-

mail.com or at 989-368-2346.

MARSP Clare County 

Chapter to Meet Oct. 8

Three Clare County 

Resident’s Named 

 to SNHU 2024 

President’s List and 

Dean’s List

Southern New Hampshire 

University has announced that 

Amanda Worthing of Harrison 

and Austin Webb of Clare have 

been named to the SNHU 

Summer 2024 President’s List.  

Jarrod Zimmer of Harrison 

has been named to Southern 

New Hampshire University’s 

Summer 2024 Dean’s List. The 

summer term runs from May to 

August.

Thanks to the generous support 

of the Clare County Community 

Foundation, students from Clare 

County schools will have the 

chance to attend the region’s pre-

mier hands-on Career Exploration 

event, MiCareerQuest Middle 

Michigan. Without this funding, 

some schools might have missed 

out due to the transportation costs 

involved in bringing students to 

Saginaw Valley State University 

for the event.  

MiCareerQuest Middle 

Michigan gives high school sopho-

mores direct exposure to dozens of 

employers from across the region. 

This interactive event allows stu-

dents to explore various career 

fields up close, helping them 

actively plan for their futures.  

Hosted by Michigan Works! 

Region 7B and Great Lakes Bay 

Michigan Works!, this year’s 

MiCareerQuest takes place on Oct. 

11 at Saginaw Valley State 

University’s Ryder Center. Up to 

100 employers from five key sec-

tors – Advanced Manufacturing, 

Agri-Business, Construction, 

Health Sciences, and Information 

Technology –  will provide excit-

ing exhibits featuring heavy equip-

ment, simulators, robots, drones, 

and more. This experience will no 

doubt inspire some students to 

explore potential career paths and 

take the next steps in their educa-

tional journey to support their goal. 

These hands-on experiences are 

not only crucial for building a 

robust talent pipeline for business-

es within our 11-county service 

area, but they also play a vital role 

in educating the next generation of 

our workforce about local opportu-

nities.  

The Clare County Community 

Foundation exists to cultivate the 

power of giving within our com-

munity, support long-term transfor-

mation, and help ensure all resi-

dents thrive. Michigan Works! 

Region 7B is deeply thankful for 

the foundation’s assistance in elim-

inating this barrier, ensuring Clare 

County students can participate in 

this valuable experience.

High School sophomores from Clare County will have the chance to interact with more than 70 

employers at the 2024 MiCareerQuest Middle Michigan event. Pictured here at last year’s event are rep-

resentatives from Saint-Gobain in Beaverton. 

Clare County Community Foundation helps  
students attend MiCareerQuest Middle Michigan

-  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

From Page 3, More Bell 
Knapp Cabin Photos 

(Cleaver photos by Dianne Alward-Biery)
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$6.00 for 24 words 
.05¢ for Each Additional Word 

Deadline is Monday at 5:00 PM 

Not Responsible For Ads 
Taken Over The Phone!

Online posting of classifieds is included FREE with your  
print ad at ClareCountyCleaver.net

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

Purple Panther Catnip 

Your kitty is craving our 

premium products! 

Locally grown without 

chemicals. 

Available at the Clare 

County Cleaver office in 

Harrison & Elm Creek in 

Farwell.  

Like us on Facebook: 

PurplePantherCatnip 

30tf 

*** 

Firewood for sale 

Aspen (Popple) $30/face 

cord, picked up. If deliv-

ered, charge after 10 

miles. Call 989-329-

6784. 

39-3* 

*** 

 

 

 

Harrison VFW is accept-

ing bids for parking 

lot/sidewalk snow 

removal and salting. This 

will be per event or as 

needed. Bids must be 

received by mail no later 

than October 11, 2024, to 

PO Box 321, Harrison, 

MI 48625. 

38-3 

*** 

Notice of SUMMONS 

and COMPLAINT 

KELLY WINCHEL, 

Plaintiff, and 

ZACHARY RIGGS, 

Defendant, take notice 

that on 09/16/2024 an 

Order was made by 

Honorable Judge David 

M. Glancy in the Trial 

795 N. 1st St. • Box 499 
Harrison, MI 48625 

P R O P E R T I E S  F O R  E V E R Y  B U D G E T

www.Harrison-Realty.com 
Harrison Office: 989-539-2261 

 office@harrison-realty.com 
Member of the Clare-Gladwin Board of Realtors  

www.claregladwinrealtors.com

Downsizing or looking for that forever home? Land or Waterfront. Listings in houses, cabins,  
lakefronts & acreage are all selling fast. Contact us today to list yours, we have buyers waiting!

40

6055 Cedarhurst Immaculate 2+ bd,1.5 ba 1185 sq ft steel roof 

NG generator attached garage detached garage 12x20 shed 2 lots 

$229,800 For Info Text RBKPYBN To 52187 

1155 Heil Embrace a lavish lifestyle in this luxurious 3BR/2BA 

Contempo ideally sited on 4 acres. Well water. $199,000 

For Info Text RBKNMPX To 52187 

299 Parklane This property offers space for a large family com-

pletely fenced-in backyard attached garage $199,000 

For Info Text RBKPYBF To 52187 

8 Acres Clare Ave 8 level acres with frontage on BUS127 and 

exposure from the freeway. New development in the area. $195,000 

For Info Text RBFVJBL To 52187 

3704 Woods 2BD, 1BA, Living, eat in kitchen on Pond. PLUS 

lower level has family room, kitchenette, 1BD, 1BA. 1.38 acres 

$159,000 For Info Text RBKTCTY To 52187 

1724 Edwin 3BR/2BA mfg. home. Jet-action tub, washer/dryer, 

central air. Ceiling fans, water softener, 1.6 acres. Deck. $149,900 

For Info Text RBKTBLK To 52187 

2256 Jefferson Make a great move to this deluxe Ranch. 2 bed-

rooms. 4-car garage. Water access to lake, well water. $137,900 

For Info Text RBKHCNV To 52187 

1497 Muskegon Banks 123+ feet on the river w/ sandy bottom. 

Set up the camp and go tubing, canoeing or kayaking. $45,000 

For Info Text RBKSYLY To 52187 

11.25 Acre Sherwood Enchanting wooded parcel nestled on pri-

vate easement, mere moments away from two all-sport lakes. 

$40,000 For Info Text RBKPTQL To 52187 

Lot 16 White Pine Oversized lot on the 11th fairway at Tamaracks 

Golf Course and offers 1.6 acres for your dream home. $29,900 

For Info Text RBKPYBD To 52187 

NHN Arthur Just over a half-acre within walking distance to All 

Sports Townline Lake! Let your dreams run wild $15,500 

For Info Text RBKTCTZ To 52187 

NHN Townline Lake Wooded lot with no improvements, deeded 

access to Townline Lake! Chain of Lakes $6,000 

For Info Text RBKTCVB To 52187 

Court of Lake County, 

800 Tenth Street, 

Baldwin, MI  49304 that 

the Defendant, 

ZACHARY RIGGS, 

shall be served substitu-

tionally, specifically 

service by the publica-

tion of the Summons and 

Complaint issued in case 

2024-010826-DS on 

09/27/2024 and again on 

10/18/2024 notifying the 

Defendant of this Court’s 

intention to go forth with 

Child Support 

Establishment and 

Enforcement proceed-

ings. 

If you wish to defend, 

you must enter a written 

appearance personally or 

by attorney and file your 

defenses or objection in 

writing with the Court 

within 30 days of the 

date of this publication.  

You are warned that if 

you fail to do so, the case 

may proceed without 

you and a judgment may 

be entered against you 

without further notice for 

the relief requested by 

the Plaintiff.  You may 

lose money or property 

or the rights important to 

you. 

Blake M. Riemer 

Attorney for Lake 

County Friend of the 

Court Establishment 

Division 

800 Tenth St., Suite 300 

Baldwin, MI  49304 

231-745-4614 

40 

*** 

STATE OF 

MICHIGAN 

PROBATE COURT 

CLARE COUNTY 

NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS 

Court address: 
225 West Main Street 

Harrison, MI 48625 

Court telephone: 
989-539-7109 

Estate of KIMBERLY 

ANN HALL 

Date of birth: 

09/09/1957 

TO ALL  

CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS: 

The decedent, KIM-

BERLY ANN HALL, 

died 09/21/2024. 

Creditors of the dece-

dent are notified that all 

claims against the estate 

will be forever barred 

unless presented to 

AARON MATHEW 

AGEE, personal repre-

sentative, or to both the 

probate court at 225 W. 

MAIN ST. HARRISON, 

MI 48625 and the per-

sonal representative 

within 4 months after the 

date of publication of 

this notice.  

Dated: 9/27/24 

AARON MATHEW 

AGEE 

4265 Jeffery Rd. 

Harrison, MI 48625 

989-544-1727 

40* 

*** 

STATE OF 

MICHIGAN 

PROBATE COURT 

CLARE COUNTY 

NOTICE TO 

LEGAL NOTICES

CREDITORS 

Decedent’s Estate 

CASE  NO. and 

JUDGE 

24-19139-DE 

Hon. Marcy A. Klaus 

Court address: 
225 West Main Street 

Harrison, MI. 48625 

Court telephone: 
989-539-7109 

Estate of Craig Stevens 

Panwas 

Date of birth: February 

02, 1952 

TO ALL  

CREDITORS: 

NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS: 

The decedent, 

Craig Stevens Panwas, 

died April 16, 2024.  

Crediotrs of the 

decedent are notified that 

all claims against the 

estate will be forever 

barred unless presented 

to Dena Renee Badore, 

personal representative, 

or to both the probate 

court at 225 W. Main 

Street, Harrison, MI 

48625 and the personal 

representative within 4 

mothns after the date of 

publication of this 

notice. 

Dated: September 25, 

2024 

Morgan Maul  

P78445 

P.O. Box 263 

Hamilton, MI 49419 

616-202-2505 

Dena Renee Badore 

P.O Box 95 

Carrizozo, NM 88301 

575-937-5891 

40 

*** 

 

 

CONDELL 
WONDER LAND 

REALTY 
(989) 539-2771 
3701 N. Clare Ave. • Harrison, MI

www. BuyHarrisonRealEstate.com 

Located 3/4 Miles North of State Park 

989-539-2771 

realestate@condellwonderlandrealty.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Troy A. Condell 

Tony Condell 

Dale Walter Jr. 

Gail Korman 

 

Bobbi Gibson  

Bob Dahl 

Rob Dimmer

In Business 34 Years!
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621S4thSt.IsForSale. 
com  

3 Bdrm. 2 Bath home on 
2+ acres, City of 
Harrison, full basement 2, 
2 decks, patio, shed, 
garage, nat. gas, city utili-
ties, vinyl siding, land-
scaped private setting. 
$210,000. Text 888-866-
9492 enter P97112 
  
241EOakSt.IsForSale. 

com  
3 unit apartment in City of 
Harrison near post office, 
stores, & Budd Lk. 1- 2 

bedroom and 2-1 bed-
room units, city utilities. 
RED. $104,900. Text 888-
866-9492 enter P96277 
 
7808NorthSt.IsForSale.

com  
3 Bdrm. in village of 
Eureka, near St. Johns, 
utility, partial basement, 
garage nat. gas, metal 
roof, & near shopping. 
$189,900. Text 888-866-
9492 enter P97276 
  
SLakeStLot16.IsForSale

.com  

Waterfront lot on Budd 
Lake, City utilities avail-
able, paved Rd, great 
building lot for a walkout 
basement , sea wall 77' of 
beach. RED. $79,900. 
Text 888-866-9492 enter 
P91423 
 

408NClareAve.IsFor 
Sale.com  

1.5 acre commercial lot S. 
Of town On Old US-127, 
near expressway, lots of 
possibilities. $45,000. 
Text 888-866-9492 enter 
P86966 

 

   Looking to buy or sell?
Harrison, MI 48625

x 147eet • PO Bo286 S. First Str  

   FNIEROMRONAC??to buy or sellto buy or sellLooking FLooking N O
I FONFINEROMRO

A
F

C
N

S
AN

CA
SC

operties.prealtyoperties | info@cummingsr.prealty.cummingsrwww
989-502-2026
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Lot 1314 Spruce Hill, Far-
well - $11,000 - .78 of an 
acre, wooded lot, perfect 
for camping or building 
your dream home.  Lo-
cated in the White Birch 
community with indoor 
heated pool. Text 
RBKQFYT To: 52187 
 
4111 Valley View Rd, Har-
rison - $20,000 - .69 of an 
acre lot, perfect for camp-
ing or possibly build your 
dream home.  Offers well, 
septic, and electric. Near 
state land and orv trails.  
Text: RBKFQLV To: 52187 
 
1014 Barcelona Dr, Weid-
man - $38,500 - 4 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, 2800 sq ft, 2 
car garage, time of transfer 
has been completed, bring 
some sweat equity & bring 
this place back to life. Text: 
RBKSDTW To: 52187 

3390 N. Clare Ave, Harri-
son - $59,500 – Commercial 
building, .46 of an acre, 
newer roof & windows.  
Open concept, 3 rooms, 
plenty of parking, possible 
drive-thru window. Text: 
RBKCWKD To: 52187 
 
607 N. Dodge Lake Rd, 
Harrison - $79,900 – 2 bed-
rooms, 1 full bath, 758 sq ft 
home, paved road, clean, 
cozy, and affordable.  
Close to chain of lakes, 
state land, golf, and dining. 
Text: RBKPVTV To: 52187 
 
10201 W. Suzanne Dr, 
Harrison - $123,000 – 2 
bedrooms, 1 full bath, 1080 
sq ft, 2 car garage, 1.52 
acres, located in Leota with 
thousands of acres of state 
land and orv trails. Text: 
RBKQFYS To: 52187 
 

1871 Laurel Lane, Farwell 
- $145,000 – 2 beds, 1 bath, 
720 sq ft, 1.47 acres, 8x10 
shed, located in White 
Birch Assoc with heated in-
door pool. Includes fur-
nishings & appliances. 
Text: RBKTCVQ To: 52187 
 
941 Lake Dr, Harrison - 
$149,900 – 2 beds, 1 bath, 
598 sq ft, sandy lakefront 
on no wake Bertha Lake, 
mostly furnished, cute and 
cozy with nice sized deck 
overlooking the lake. Text: 
RBKRMRN To: 52187 
 
550 E. Ludington Dr, Far-
well - $249,900 – aka KW 
Feeds, 3307 sq ft commer-
cial building on 1.90 acres 
on main road & bu�s up to 
the Pere Marque�e Rail 
Trail. Text: RBKNNRX To: 
52187 
 

22 Acres Hadley Rd, Meta-
mora - $250,000 – Mostly 
tillable land, paved road, 
current agricultural use, 
mostly flat w/gently rolling 
terrain in the back of the 
parcel. Many opportuni-
ties. Text: RBKTCVR To: 
52187 
 
406 Maple St, Kalkaska - 
$259,900 - Commercial 2 
story warehouse style 
building, 5000 sq ft, city 
sewer/water, spray foam 
insulated, unfinished inte-
rior walls.   Text: 
RBKCMMJ To: 52187 
 
3382 Oakleaf Dr, Harrison 
- $269,900 – 3 beds, 2 baths, 
3500 sq ft, .62 of an acre, 
large garage, fence in yard, 
currently used as a day-
care, many modern up-
dates.  Text: RBKSYRX To: 
52187 

40

OM’S POLE BUILDING

1-800-541-3974
30x40x10 

10% Down 

Today  

Guarantees 

Prices 

Over 30 Years Experience

Pole Buildings 
& Garages 

Roofing & Siding 
Concrete Floors 

& Driveways 
Chain Link  

& Privacy Fencing 

FEATURING ULTRA 2000  
With 19 colors to choose  

fromAnd A 45 YEAR  
WARRANTY

POLE BUILDINGS & GARAGES

From Beginning Permits to Cleanup, We Do It All

NO 
HUNTING 

OR 

TRESPASSING 
SIGNS 

 

For Sale At  

The  

Clare County 

Cleaver 

183 W. Main St.  

Harrison 

989-539-7496

Right-Way 
Roofing  
& Siding 

 

Roofing & 
Repairs  

Call 

989-387-5650  
Actively Hiring!

3
2
-7

*

Now Doing Bids for 2024

Request for Proposal – Harrison City 
Park Improvement Project  

The City of Harrison invites qualified firms  
to submit proposals for  

Project Prime Professional and Construction 
Management Services for the Harrison City 

Park Improvement Project.   
   The project involves enhancing recreation 
opportunities at Harrison City Park, including 
ADA-accessible pathways, parking areas,  
construction of a restroom/concessions  
building, and the planting of native trees.  
   Please visit the City of Harrison's website at 
h�ps://cityo�arrison-mi.gov/ to review the 
full Request for Proposal (RFP). Additionally, 
an FAQ will be posted, and updated as  
questions are received.  

Bid Submission Deadline:  
Proposals must be submi�ed by 5:00 PM  

on October 18, 2024. 
37-3

Specializing In: 

• Roofs  • Decks 

• Siding  

• Windows • Docks 

• Power washing  
We can meet all 

your home  
imrovement 

needs! 
Licensed & Insured 

Gerald Smith 

GFS 

Home Improvement, 

LLC  

989-935-0169

3
8
*3

*

Request for Public Comment 
Rural Task Force – Region 7C 

2025 – 2029 Federal and State Funded  
Road Construction Program 

 
   A public meeting will be held on Monday, 
October 7, 2024 at 10:00AM at the Clare 
County Road Commission:  
3900 E. Mannsiding Rd, Harrison, MI 48625  
to discuss expenditure of Federal and State 
funds on eligible county roads and transit  
facilities for projects located in Clare County. 
 
   A regional public meeting will be held on 
Monday, November 4, 2024 at 10:00 AM at the 
Isabella County Road Commission:  

2261 E Remus Rd, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858  
to discuss expenditure of Federal and State 
funds on eligible county roads and transit  
facilities for projects located in Clare,  

Gladwin, Isabella, and Midland Counties. 

40

Annual Marion Eagles Auxiliary #4087  
Pies, Baked Goods, & Craft Show 

October 26, 2024 9am - 3pm  
221 S. Mill Street, Marion MI 49665 
Christmas Shopping & Holiday Pies! 

Crafters and Vendors Wanted 
Book your table space for $10.  

(Bring your own tables) 
Call (231) 743-9716 

Friday & Saturday,  
Oct. 4 & 5  
9 am - 3 pm 

 
615 Green Street,  

on east side of Budd Lake  
in Harrison 

 
Everything Must Go! 

Too many items to mention.  
House and storage shed. 

  
40*
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Harrison Women  
of the Moose   

Sunday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A22334  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Moose Lodge  

Monday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A21561  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Lions Club  

Tuesday - 6:00 p.m. 
Harrison Lions Club Bldg. 

Fairgrounds, Harrison 
License # A01110  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Women 
of the Moose  

Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. 
5185 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

License # A20074  

Proceeds for General Fund 

Harrison Lions Club  

Thursday - 6:00 p.m. 
Harrison Lions Club Bldg. 

Fairgrounds, Harrison 
License # A01110  

Proceeds for General Fund 

VFW Post 1075  

Friday - 6:00 p.m. 
VFW Post 1075 - Harrison 

License # A00154 

Proceeds for General Fund 

VFW Post 1075  

Saturday - 6:00 p.m. 
VFW Post 1075 - Harrison 

License # A21883 

Proceeds for General Fund 

Post Your 
Bingo Games 

Here For 
Only $5/week 

Players’ Guide

T H E  A M I S H  C O O K  -  By Gloria Yoder

Supper and singing 

nights are always a highlight 

for me. 

I can’t say it’s always 

been like that. When I had a 

handful of real young chil-

dren, it just seemed like 

evening services were some-

thing they had marked. My 

training to teach them how 

to sit still seemed to fall flat 

on those evenings when I 

was supposed to be singing 

with the church family. 

Today, they have 

matured enough to know 

how to sit (at least most 

times), and most of them are 

old enough to help sing or 

even choose a song. 

Last Sunday my cousin 

Judith and her husband host-

ed the services and invited 

everyone back for supper 

and singing. Since we have 

a number of folks who don’t 

have a basement or shop 

suited for hosting everyone 

in church, we end up having 

it at the schoolhouse most of 

the time. Gathering in a 

home adds a personal touch 

we enjoy. 

The children are aching 

to have church at our house 

again like we did before 

Daddy went to heaven. 

We’ll see, maybe it’ll fall 

into place next summer 

when we’ll be taking a turn 

to host at school or at home. 

To be really honest, 

what I enjoyed most about 

hosting church at our house 

was listing to Daniel as he 

welcomed everyone and 

made announcements. I felt 

like I could just sit there and 

listen to him for hours. 

Having church without him 

feels like a bell with no ring; 

on the flip side I am quickly 

reminded that to every 

empty spot God keeps 

bringing something better 

than what I had given back 

to him. At any rate we’ll 

wait and see what works out 

when the time comes. Know 

what? Perhaps you all 

should just come and be 

with us that Sunday! 

For now, join us as we 

attend supper and singing at 

Jeremy and Judith’s house. 

It was 5:10 when the chil-

dren and I walked out the 

lane together. 

In ten minutes, we had 

stepped into Judith’s cozy 

kitchen, where she was put-

ting last-minute touches on 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
HAYES TOWNSHIP, CLARE COUNTY 

 
ROAD IMPROVEMENT SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT  

 
TO: ALL RECORD OWNERS OF OR PARTIES IN INTEREST IN LAND IN THE SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT DESCRIBED BELOW:  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of Hayes Township, Clare County,  
Michigan (“Township”), will hold a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. on October 8, 2024 at the Hayes 
Township Hall (2055 E. Townline Lake Road, Harrison, MI 48625), to hear objections to the  
proposed improvements, the proposed estimate of costs, and the proposed special assessment  
district for the Hayes Township road improvements as described below. At the public hearing, 
the Township Board will consider any objections to petitions, as well as any objections, revisions, 
corrections, amendments, or changes to the plans, estimate of costs, or the special assessment  
district. The Hayes Township road improvements and the proposed special assessment district to 
be established by the Township Board as the district against which the costs of the proposed  
improvements are to be assessed are generally described as follows:  
The Hayes Township road improvements: The Township will conduct three, or other amount as 
approved by the Township Board, brinings per year on gravel roads in the Township and possibly 
other related road maintenance and improvements, which can include other dust control measures. 
Periodic redeterminations of cost associated with the proposed Hayes Township road improve-
ments may be necessary without a change in the special assessment district to pay for ongoing 
road expenses and such redeterminations may be made without further notice to record owners 
or parties in interest in the property unless required by law.   
Proposed Special Assessment District: Properties that will be benefi�ed by the Hayes Township 
road improvements, which includes properties that generally can be described as: Approximately 
3,668 parcels within Hayes Township that includes parcels that are through lots (front side paved) 
not touching a road end, corner lots on gravel and paved roads, and all parcels that front a gravel 
road. Specific properties within the proposed special assessment district is available upon request 
to the Township and will be available at the public hearing.  
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the petitions and plans showing the Hayes Township 
road improvements, locations and estimated costs, and the proposed special assessment district 
are on file with the Township Clerk, Debra Hoyt, 2055 E. Townline Lake Road, Harrison, MI 48625,  
for public examination during ordinary business hours and at the public hearing. The special  
assessment proposal would assess the cost of the proposed improvements to the properties  
benefiting therefrom.  
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the owner or any person having an interest in property 
within the proposed district may file a wri�en appeal with the Michigan Tax Tribunal within thirty 
(30) days after confirmation of the special assessment roll. However, appearance and protest at 
the public hearing on the special assessment roll are required in order to appeal the special assess-
ment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. An owner or other party of interest or his or her agent may (1) 
appear in person at the hearing to protest the special assessment, or (2) file his or her appearance 
or protest by le�er before the close of the hearing.  
The Township Board shall maintain a record of parties who appear to protest at the hearing. If the 
hearing is terminated or adjourned for the day before a party is provided the opportunity to be 
heard, a party whose appearance was recorded shall be considered to have protested the special 
assessment in person. To the extent applicable, impacted property owners may submit objection 
petitions to the Township Clerk under MCL 41.723.  
Hayes Township will provide auxiliary aids or services to individuals with disabilities.  Persons 
needing such services should contact the office of the Township Clerk by writing or calling the 
Clerk not less than four days before the public hearing.  

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
Debra Hoyt, Clerk 

2055 E. Townline Lake Road, Harrison, MI 48625 
Phone: (989) 539-7128 

Web: www.hayestwpclaremi.gov  
(Publish September 12, 2024 and September 19, 2024) 

 (Mail September 6, 2024) 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
HAYES TOWNSHIP, CLARE COUNTY 

 
ROAD IMPROVEMENT SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT  

 
TO: ALL RECORD OWNERS OF OR PARTIES IN INTEREST IN LAND IN THE SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT DESCRIBED BELOW:  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of Hayes Township, Clare County,  
Michigan (“Township”), will hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on October 22, 2024 at the Hayes 
Township Hall (2055 E. Townline Lake Road, Harrison, MI 48625), to hear objections to the  
proposed improvements, the proposed estimate of costs, and the proposed special assessment  
district for the Hayes Township road improvements as described below. At the public hearing, 
the Township Board will consider any objections to petitions, as well as any objections, revisions, 
corrections, amendments, or changes to the plans, estimate of costs, or the special assessment  
district. The Hayes Township road improvements and the proposed special assessment district to 
be established by the Township Board as the district against which the costs of the proposed  
improvements are to be assessed are generally described as follows:  
The Hayes Township road improvements: The Township will conduct three, or other amount as 
approved by the Township Board, brinings per year on gravel roads in the Township and possibly 
other related road maintenance and improvements, which can include other dust control measures. 
Periodic redeterminations of cost associated with the proposed Hayes Township road improve-
ments may be necessary without a change in the special assessment district to pay for ongoing 
road expenses and such redeterminations may be made without further notice to record owners 
or parties in interest in the property unless required by law.   
Proposed Special Assessment District: Properties that will be benefi�ed by the Hayes Township 
road improvements, which includes properties that generally can be described as: Approximately 
3,668 parcels within Hayes Township that includes parcels that are through lots (front side paved) 
not touching a road end, corner lots on gravel and paved roads, and all parcels that front a gravel 
road. Specific properties within the proposed special assessment district is available upon request 
to the Township and will be available at the public hearing.  
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the petitions and plans showing the Hayes Township 
road improvements, locations and estimated costs, and the proposed special assessment district 
are on file with the Township Clerk, Debra Hoyt, 2055 E. Townline Lake Road, Harrison, MI 48625,  
for public examination during ordinary business hours and at the public hearing. The special  
assessment proposal would assess the cost of the proposed improvements to the properties  
benefiting therefrom.  
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the owner or any person having an interest in property 
within the proposed district may file a wri�en appeal with the Michigan Tax Tribunal within thirty 
(30) days after confirmation of the special assessment roll. However, appearance and protest at 
the public hearing on the special assessment roll are required in order to appeal the special assess-
ment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. An owner or other party of interest or his or her agent may (1) 
appear in person at the hearing to protest the special assessment, or (2) file his or her appearance 
or protest by le�er before the close of the hearing.  
The Township Board shall maintain a record of parties who appear to protest at the hearing. If the 
hearing is terminated or adjourned for the day before a party is provided the opportunity to be 
heard, a party whose appearance was recorded shall be considered to have protested the special 
assessment in person. To the extent applicable, impacted property owners may submit objection 
petitions to the Township Clerk under MCL 41.723.  
Hayes Township will provide auxiliary aids or services to individuals with disabilities.  Persons 
needing such services should contact the office of the Township Clerk by writing or calling the 
Clerk not less than four days before the public hearing.  

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
Debra Hoyt, Clerk 

2055 E. Townline Lake Road, Harrison, MI 48625 
Phone: (989) 539-7128 

Web: www.hayestwpclaremi.gov  
(Publish October 3, 2024 and October 10, 2024) 

 (Mail October 3, 2024) 
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supper. With a bunch of 

ladies, it didn’t take long to 

carry her meatball sub sand-

wich fixings, corn chip 

salad, pumpkin bars, and ice 

cream to the shop. 

Jeremy got everyone 

gathered and asked one of 

the brothers to pray the 

blessing on the food. A table 

with food stood to one side 

for the men and another for 

the ladies, both food stages 

next to the benches where 

they would be seated for 

supper then the singing. 

The older ladies filled 

their plates first, then the 

moms with little children 

came next. The supper com-

bination looked scrump-

tious. The co-jack cheese 

melted on the barbecued 

meatballs. Eating the sand-

wiches required some extra 

napkins, but that’s okay, 

that’s the way I like mine. If 

it’s moist enough to be 

messy it’s bound to be good. 

Taking a bite from my 

dessert I eyeballed it again. 

What was in there? It was 

chewy but soft, and bursting 

with flavor, much like a 

cheesecake. Still, it was a 

pumpkin bar. After supper I 

quizzed Judith about it and 

asked for the recipe. Hang 

on, and I’ll get it for you 

once we are done chatting 

here. 

After supper, us ladies 

washed up the dishes in 

totes of hot water, which 

Jeremy had brought from 

the house. With two ladies 

washing, one on either side 

of the table and a half a 

dozen wiping, it didn’t take 

long to have the clean dishes 

staked back in the proper 

totes where they would be 

stored until next Sunday. 

While Judith finished 

putting leftovers away, the 

rest of us started singing in 

the shop. The first half hour 

is usually filled with 

German songs, followed by 

the man of the house sharing 

a devotional then English 

singing for another 45 min-

utes. 

This time we sang from 

the Mountain Laurel song-

books which a friend of ours 

compiled. 

As we sang of heaven 

my heart swelled with joy, 

knowing that I too, will one 

day be called to go home to 

heaven, the tears came. Yes, 

it was like a deep river of 

joy mingled with that sad-

ness of missing my beloved. 

Mrs. Pertler, who is also a 

widow, put it into perfect 

words when she wrote,” It’s 

possible to cry both happy 

and sad tears all at the same 

time. It is possible to find 

true joy even when you are 

hurting.” That’s it. 

By 8:00 a parting song 

was sung with the words, 

“With my eyes fixed on 

Jesus I can face another 

day...” True, it really does 

not matter what happens in 

life, it’ll really all be okay, 

because there is one greater 

than us to lead the way 

though it all. 

The children ran out to 

play a game of tag in the 

semi-darkness. Soon it was 

time to head home and tuck 

everyone to bed, ready for 

another week of school, 

another week of clasping the 

hand of the One who knows 

it all. 

 

PUMPKIN  

CHEESECAKE BARS 

 

Crust:  

2 cups flour 

10 tablespoons butter, soft-
ened 
2/3 cup brown sugar 
 Mix altogether and reserve 

1 ¾ cup for topping. Put the 

rest in a 9 by 13 inch cake 

pan and bake at 350 for 15 

minutes or until golden. 

 

 Filling: 

2- 8 ounces cream cheese 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
1 cup pumpkin 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1 teaspoon allspice or 
pumpkin pie spice 
 
 Spread filling on top of 

crust then sprinkle reserved 

crust ingredients and sprin-

kle on top. Bake at 350 for 

an additional 30 minutes. 

Cool and enjoy. Delicious 

with ice cream! 
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Harrison Tames St. Louis On 

Homecoming for 5-0 Start
By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 

Starting the season 5-0 just flat out feels pretty 

good. The Harrison football team gets to enjoy exactly 

that, after they topped visiting St. Louis on Friday, 30-

14 on homecoming night. 

“It has been a great start to the season, we have not 

been 5-0 since 2014, so it feels great,” head coach 

Jamie Lipovsky said after the Jack Pine Conference 

Division 2 win. “St. Louis was very physical.  We 

knew this going in and had to out muscle them. I felt 

our conditioning helped up secure the victory.” 

The Sharks entered the game on a two-game win-

ning streak, securing victories over Pinconning and 

Farwell. The Hornets were able to use their size and 

strength to their advantage though, as they won the 

game by wo possessions.  

“The offensive and defensive line played awe-

some,” Lipovsky said. “St. Louis was very big up 

front, and it was one of those games where it remind-

ed you of a heavyweight fight.  Both sides just kept 

hitting each other.” 

The Hornets claimed an 8-0 lead after the first quar-

ter and led 16-0 at the half and made the spread grow 

into 24-0 at the half. The Sharks did manage to score 

twice late in the game, but Harrison was able to finish 

the game safely.  

The Hornets were led by Logan Williams, who ran 

26 times for 128 yards and two touchdowns. Wayne 

Baehr carried the ball 11 times for 68 yards and a 

touchdown and Matt Latunski was four-of-seven pass-

ing for 99 yards and one touchdown. Williams had 

one reception for 53 yards and Talon Hamilton had 

three grabs for 46 yards and a touchdown. 

The defense featured a 12-tackle performance from 

Williams. Kaleb Williams and Alex Jansen had 10 

tackles apieces each, Aiden Brewer took down eight, 

Hunter Lafeve and Gavin Vanburen had six tackles 

each and getting five each was Baehr, Ray Cosgrove 

and Case Brand. Latunski had his hand on four tack-

les. Cosgrove also hauled in an interception for anoth-

er defensive highlight.  

Harrison (5-0 overall, 3-0 JPIC Division 2) hosts 

Pinconning (4-1, 2-1) in a key league battle on Friday. 

The Spartans are enjoying one of their best starts to a 

season in many years and are coming off a win over 

Farwell last week, 40-8. 

“There is a good chance that this game will decide 

the fate for who is the number one seed in the lower 

division of the Jack Pine Conference,” Lipovsky said. 

“Like us they are a run first offense.  They do a good 

job of shoving the ball down your throat so it will 

most definitely be a test for us.  I know they will come 

into Harrison with their best game, so we had better be 

ready.”

(Cleaver photo by Angela Kellogg-Henry)

Clare’s Ryan Louch breaks free for a touchdown on a kickoff return during Friday’s home loss to 

Ogemaw Heights. (Cleaver photo by Ben Murphy)

Clare Comes Up Just Short, 
Falls to Ogemaw 41-34

By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 

The battle between the top two 

Jack Pine Conference Division 1 

football teams lived up to the hype. 

Clare was hosting Ogemaw 

Heights in the key league show-

down Friday, and while they ral-

lied to tie the game late after facing 

a two-score deficit, they ultimately 

came up just short, 41-34 on home-

coming night. 

“Ogemaw is a great football 

team across all positions,” head 

coach Steven Spranger said.  

They have the ability to run the 

ball between the tackles and earn 

the tough yards, and then they also 

have the ability to hit the big plays 

as well. The difference in the game 

was we took too long to get a han-

dle on their physicality, and we 

didn’t do as good of a job as we 

have been at limiting their explo-

sive plays.” 

The Falcons capped off scoring 

drives with short touchdown runs 

in both the first and second quar-

ters, taking a 14-0 lead. The 

Pioneers got their offense going 

with a four-yard touchdown pass 

from Jayden Arthur, who found 

Jacob Halicek for the score, bring-

ing them within 14-6. 

Ogemaw responded with a long 

51-yard touchdown pass to put 

their lead back to 21-6, but it didn’t 

take long for the Pioneers to 

answer.  

Ryan Louch took the ensuing 

kickoff, racing the other way, pick-

ing up blockers and avoiding 

would-be tacklers along the way 

for a 91-yard touchdown. A Dane 

Kruskamp extra point made it 21-

13.  

The Ogemaw passing game con-

tinued to be hard to stop, as they 

connected on a 44-yard touchdown 

toss for a 28-12 lead. 

Clare did score before the half 

ended though, getting Arthur to 

pitch a two-yard touchdown pass 

to Conan Weeks, making it 28-19 

at the half.  

The Falcons scored the only 

points of the third quarter, getting a 

one yard scoring plunge to lead 34-

19 entering the fourth.  

The Pioneers scored on back-to-

back offensive possessions to tie 

the game up. Arthur connected 

with Halicek for both touchdowns 

on short passes; resulting in scores 

of two and 15 yards. Arthur also 

completed a pass to Louch on the 

two-point conversion, knotting 

things up at 34-apiece.  

The Falcons unfortunately had 

one final scoring drive in them. 

They capped it off with a 14-yard 

touchdown run with just over a 

minute remaining, and Clare was 

unable to answer with points of 

their own in the final moments. 

“While disappointed in the loss, 

there were still many positives,” 

Spranger said. “I thought once we 

got our feet underneath us, and 

started to handle their physicality, 

we were fine. I’m proud of the 

guys for fighting back the entire 

game and eventually tying it up 

after being down one-to-two 

scores all night. That type of con-

stant fight makes a coach extreme-

ly proud, and something the guys 

can be proud of too.” 

Arthur finished his night 24-of-

38 passing for 200 yards and four 

touchdowns and he also ran for 

another 51 yards on five attempts. 

Louch ran four times for 33 yards, 

and he also had 10 receptions for 

96 yards on top of his special 

teams touchdown. Aiden Van bonn 

ran the ball eight times for 33 

yards and Weeks finished with five 

receptions for 32 yards.  

On defense, Louch was a force 

as well, getting 16 combined tack-

les. Van bonn brought down 14, 

Joey Bouchey had 13 tackles, 

Triston Gauthier and Mason 

Heintz had nine tackles apiece and 

Chase Randall took down seven. 

Brendan Burton added six tackles 

and with five was Ethan Reeves. 

Clare (4-1 overall, 2-1 JPC 

Division 1) will travel to Standish-

Sterling (3-2, 2-1) on Friday for 

another league game. The Panthers 

are coming off a 33-20 loss to 

Gladwin last week; while their 

wins this year have come over 

Boyne City, Shepherd and Bullock 

Creek. 

“Standish is a very technically 

sound football team,” Spranger 

said. “(Their head coach) Marty 

Malcolm will always have his 

team ready to play and will have a 

great game plan for us. As always, 

our keys to win are explosive plays 

and turnovers.”

Clare Slips By Ovid-Elsie  
for Narrow Road Win

By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 

There wasn’t much offense between Clare’s and 

Ovid Elsie’s soccer teams on Wednesday, Sept. 25. 

The visiting Pioneers had just enough to get the job 

done in the non-league game however, getting a slim 

1-0 victory. 

Silas Donaldson scored the only 

goal of the match with an assist by 

Isaiah Mulheron, with less than 30 

seconds to play in the first half. 

Strong defensive play helped them 

secure things the rest of the way.  

“Both teams had opportunities, 

but neither managed to score again 

and we won,” head coach Jim 

Bond said.  

Josh Zeilinger was in goal and 

made 11 saves to secure the clean 

sheet.  

On Monday, Sept. 23 Clare picked up a home Jack 

Pine Conference win in Pinconning, 2-1. 

The Spartans scored the only goal of the first half, 

giving them a 1-0 lead at the break.  

The Pioneers got on the board thanks to a Kolton 

Pung boot, with an assist by Jack Thompson. Sergio 

James sent in the game winner later in the half, also 

on an assist by Thompson. 

Zeilinger was in net once again and got his hands 

on seven saves to help them secure the victory.  

“We played a little sloppy, but cleaned things up in 

the second half,” Bond said. 

All things considered, Bond 

was more than happy to pick up a 

pair of one goal victories last 

week; especially with one coming 

in league play.  

“Wins are always nice to get,” 

Bond said. “We have had some 

tough games recently so these 

wins were especially good for our 

team morale.” 

Clare (4-7-1 overall, 3-7-1 JPC) 

had a home league match with 

Ogemaw Heights on Monday, had a home contest 

with Gladwin on Wednesday, is at Alma today 

(Thursday) and will make the trip to Shepherd on 

Monday. They are also at Lakeview on Tuesday. 
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By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 

The first two sets were pretty close between Clare 

and Ogemaw Heights on Monday, Sept. 23. The Lady 

Pioneers won both of those however and then took care 

of things rather convincingly in the third frame, and 

they swept the host Lady Falcons in Jack Pine 

Conference volleyball action, 25-23, 27-25 and 25-10. 

“As a team, we achieved our goal of serving over 90-

percent,” head coach Shannon Taylor, who also called it 

an important victory said. “Our aggressive and precise 

serving played a major role in our success. We were 

dominant at the net, and our serve reception was excel-

lent, which allowed us to execute our offense smooth-

ly.” 

Amelia Ryzyk had a solid match playing setter; she 

had 23 assists, two kills, four blocks and two digs. 

Addie McMillan tracked down 12 digs, served for three 

aces and also had two assists. Tessa Kelly managed 13 

kills and six digs. Kyley Wyman added six kills, one 

block, 13 digs and three aces and Marlee Clark had five 

kills and four blocks. Addison McMillan had 17 digs 

and two aces and Syerra Mills chipped in with six kills.  

“Taryn Green had an impressive serving streak, 

delivering powerful serves that included three impor-

tant aces,” Taylor said.  

On Wednesday, Sept. 25, Clare had a home JPC win 

over Standish-Sterling, taking four sets to do it, 25-12, 

25-17, 22-25 and 25-23. 

“Homecoming is a busy week with so much going 

on, so we were excited to secure two wins this week,” 

Taylor said. “We lost a little momentum and dropped 

the third set. We came back and finished with a (win in 

the fourth) to end the match.” 

Kelly led the attack with 19 kills and she had nine 

digs and served for three aces as well. Ryzyk continued 

her steady play at setter, getting 39 assists.  Clark added 

eight kills and one ace, McMillan was able to chase 

down 17 digs and serve for two aces and Wyman and 

Mills had six kills apiece.  

“The team is made up of leaders who each have their 

own unique style,” Taylor said. “They focus on support-

ing one another, ensuring accountability, and engaging 

in difficult discussions to enhance the team’s overall 

success. Our senior members are doing an excellent job 

of guiding others in leadership.” 

The Pioneers have a sub-500 overall record with 

seven wins and 11 losses, but for Taylor, that was kind 

of by design. 

“We loaded our preseason schedule with challenging 

opponents to prepare for JPC play, leading to some 

tough but narrow defeats,” she said. “The team is really 

bonding and putting in a lot of effort, feeling excited 

about what lies ahead. They understand that it will take 

more and are striving to improve by 1-percent each day 

in all aspects.” 

The wins over Ogemaw and Standish put their league 

record to 2-1, leaving much to play for in the coming 

weeks for the team.  

“They are in a great position to achieve the success 

At left, Clare’s 

Amelia Ryzyk sets 

the ball for a 

teammate.  At 

right, Tessa Kelly 

makes a play on 

the ball. 

Clare’s Kyley Wyman serves the ball during their win at Ogemaw Heights on Monday, Sept. 23. 

(Cleaver photos by Ben Murphy)

Clare Volleyball Plays Well  
In Road Win Over Ogemaw

they desire,” Taylor said. “This is going to be an excit-

ing journey. We hope the team can enjoy every moment 

for the rest of the season. We want them to inspire one 

another and, at the end of each day, to realize they have 

made a positive difference for the team and everyone 

they meet.” 

Clare was at home against league-foe Bullock Creek 

on Wednesday, makes the trip to Cadillac for a non-

league match on Monday and welcomes in Gladwin for 

more JPC action on Wednesday, Oct. 9.

By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 

Farwell let a two-set lead slip 

away. The Lady Eagles fortunately 

regrouped in time for the fifth set, 

and they were able to claim a hard-

fought Jack Pine Conference victo-

ry on Wednesday, Sept. 25, top-

ping visiting Pinconning 25-19, 

25-21, 22-25, 24-26 and 15-9. 

“The win helped our team real-

ize their resilience and grit,” head 

coach Stephanie Brown said. 

“They had to work hard during the 

five sets and came together to 

make a ‘W’ a reality. With a young 

team, we have challenges; howev-

er, through a lot of specialized 

practice, we are growing both 

mentally and physically. The win 

is a great confident booster as we 

head into (future league games).” 

The Eagles were led in the attack 

by Hunter Green who had 12 kills 

and Addy Radtke had 11 kills. 

Macie Carrow had a solid night at 

the service line, getting two aces 

and serving at 96-percent. Ella 

Norbury served 94-percent and 

found the floor on four aces and 

Nora Z. had six aces and served at 

94-percent. 

Farwell (2-2 JPC) was at home 

in a league match with St. Louis on 

Wednesday and will also head to 

Harrison on Wednesday, Oct. 9. 

Farwell Volleyball Outlasts 
Pinconning in 5 Sets

By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 

The Blue Jay Invitational was 

held on Saturday. The meet, hosted 

by Shepherd, featured multiple 

divisions with as many as 20 teams 

in each one; creating one of the 

largest regular seasons meets in the 

area. Clare took part in the event as 

well. The Pioneers were in the gold 

division, where their boys team 

finished 10th out of 18 scoring 

teams. 

They were paced by Brayden 

Schmidt in 26th place with a solid 

time of 17:46. Sutton Klaus was 

40th with a run of 18:08, Carter 

Peacock was 50th at 18:32, 

Christian Villa-Bilton was 55th 

with an 18:33 and Caiden Gaskill 

crossed 62nd at 18:46. Next for the 

Pioneers was Neiko Ketchum, who 

was 65th at 18:52 and Joseph 

Haupt was 83rd at 19:58.  

The Clare girls did not take part 

in the event, due to homecoming 

events later that evening.  

Clare ran in the second Jack Pine 

Conference in Shepherd on 

Wednesday and they also head 

over to the Portage Invitational on 

Saturday.

Clare Boys Cross See Action  
At Large Shepherd Meet

By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 

Pinconning managed to take a 

two-score lead before Farwell 

could even touch the ball Friday. 

The visiting Eagles could never 

get back into things, and lost the 

Jack Pine Conference Division 2 

football contest, 41-8. 

The Spartans scored on a 56-

yard touchdown pass on their first 

play and took an 8-0 lead after a 

two-point conversion. Pinny 

attempted and recovered an 

onside kick, then capped off that 

drive with a five-yard pass play 

for a 15-0 advantage. 

The Eagles did score on their 

first offensive possession. Brent 

Ellul found the end zone from 24 

yards out, bring them with 15-8 

after one.  

In the second quarter, 

Pinconning booted a 32-yard 

field-goal to lead 18-8. Farwell 

returned the ensuing kickoff 65 

yards, to set up a good scoring 

opportunity. The Eagles reached 

as far as the 10-yard line before 

turning the ball over on downs.  

The Spartans cashed in before 

the half, scoring another touch-

down to lead 24-8 at the break. 

Pinny booted another field-goal 

in the second half and scored 

added two more touchdowns to 

put the game out of reach for the 

Eagles.  

The Eagles combined to run for 

157 yards, led by Ethan Morford. 

Wyatt VanBuskirk led the defense 

by chasing down 17 tackles.  

Farwell (1-4 overall, 0-3 JPC 

Division 2) looks to get back in 

the win column on Friday, when it 

makes the trip to Meridian (1-4, 

1-2). The Mustangs opened the 

year with losses to Clare, Bullock 

Creek, Harrison and Pinconning, 

but got in the win column last 

week, by taking down Beaverton 

37-16. 

Farwell Eagles Drop Road 
Game at Pinconning

Harrison Cross Teams 
Compete at St. Johns 

By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 
The Harrison cross country teams took part in a meet at St. Johns 

on Wednesday, Sept. 25. The event was dubbed Apples to Apples and 

was held at Uncle John’s Cider Mill. 

The Harrison boys took eighth place out of 11 scoring teams. 

They were led by Logan Young in 17th, on a time of 18:30. 

Malachi Coulson was 49th with a 21:14, Eli Wing had a 52nd place 

run at 21:54 and in 57th was Gavin Jansen at 22:31. Jacob 

Bowermaster crossed the line at 22:36 and was 58th, Sam Bennoit 

was 60th and he timed out at 22:38 and Cory Westbrook was 78th at 

24:33.  

The Lady Hornets finished in eighth place as a team and were led 

by Arie Workman, who had a 32nd place finish and time of 24:25. 

Hope Purvis was 44th at 26:50, Madylynne Gross was 58th at 28:30, 

KyLeigh Briggs had a 64th place run thanks to her time of 29:31 and 

Isabel Heath was 70th at 31:33.  

Harrison ran in the second Jack Pine Conference meet of the sea-

son at Shepherd on Wednesday and will be in Mt. Pleasant for anoth-

er event on Saturday, Oct. 12.

By BEN MURPHY 

Cleaver Sportswriter 

The Farwell girls’ golf team continued their season on Tuesday, 

Sept. 24. The Lady Eagles were at Maple Leaf Golf Course in 

Pinconning for a Jack Pine Conference match, where they took third 

place as a team with a round of 199. 

They were led by Jayey Stover with a score of 47, good for seventh 

place, Anna VanBuskirk hit a 49 and took 10th and Ahnarae Bailey 

carded a 50 or 12th place. Carlee Campbell and Lindsay Esterline both 

shot scores of 53 to tie for 20th and Chloe Miller came in with a 58 to 

take 32nd. 

“They continue to work hard every week to try to improve,” head 

coach Hugh Lewis said. “We are really working on trying to manage 

the course by making smart decisions and shot selections. They contin-

ue to ask to do extra time or practices to help them get better. It is nice 

to have the girls pick up their teammates when one of them does not 

have the score that they have been shooting.” 

Farwell played in league matches on Monday and Tuesday and will 

conclude the regular season today (Thursday) in Reed City for a non-

league nine-hole event. On Monday they compete in a Division 4 

regional at Huron Breeze Golf Course, hosted by Tawas Area. 

Farwell Girls Golf Takes 
 3rd Place at JPC meet
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St. Athanasius Church  
Mass Schedule 

Sunday 11 am 
310 S. Broad St., Harrison 

989-539-6232

Post Your Church Services  
Here For Only  

$6/week Places of Worship
First Congregational UCC  

Church School 10:30 am 

Worship Service 10:30 am 
211 W. Spruce St., Harrison 

989-539-7163

The Gathering - A  
United Methodist Church  

Join Us Sunday 11 am 
3090 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

989-539-1445

St. Lukes Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod  

Service Sunday 10:30 am 
616 S. 4th St., Harrison 

989-539-6312

Community Baptist Church  
Sunday School 9:45 am 

Morning Service 11 am 

Evening Service 6 pm 
Wed. Serv. & King’s Kids 6:30 pm 

Harrison United  
Brethren Church  

Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 11 am 
989-539-9131

Sponsor: 
Hilts Plumbing & Heating  

426 N. 2nd St. • Box 250 

Harrison 

989-539-5551

Sponsor: 
Harrison Lumber  

Do-It Center  
Building Supply Center 

989-539-7136

Sponsor: 
Monte’s Restaurant  

3897 N. Clare Ave., Harrison 

989-539-2262

OBITUARIES

27-25*

Pray 
The 

Rosary

 

   

 

MARY CLINE

   Mary Cline age 94 of Harrison 

passed away peacefully at her 

home on Saturday, September 

21, 2024. Mary was born Agnes 

Marie Lucille LeBoeuf (nick-

named Mary) in Barrie, Ontario, 

Canada on December 9, 1929, 

the daughter of Blaise LeBoeuf 

and Lucille (Campeau) LeBoeuf. 

Mary was united in marriage to 

Mr. Lorne Timothy Cline on 

February 18, 1950. Soon after 

her marriage, Mary became a 

naturalized US Citizen. After 

raising twelve children in the 

Detroit area and Hadley, 

Michigan, Mary and Lorne 

moved to Harrison in 1989 as 

retirees. 

   Throughout the years, Mary 

volunteered through her church 

women’s group and Habitat for 

Humanity. Mary spent many 

years sewing baby blankets and 

burp cloths for several baby 

pantries. Mary enjoyed spending 

her free time knitting, gardening, 

feeding her birds, baking special 

treats for her family and friends 

and being surrounded by her 

family.  

   Mrs. Cline is survived by her 

eight children; Anne (Ross) 

December 9, 1929 – September 21, 2024

Smith of Flat Rock, Michigan, 

Susan (Robert III) Hayman of 

Richmond, Kentucky, Beth Musser 

of Scottville, Michigan, Michael 

Cline of Harrison, Kenneth (Jayla) 

Cline of Metamora, Michigan, 

Daniel (Kim) Cline of 

Columbiaville, Michigan, 

Christopher Cline of Harrison and 

Mary (Ted) Rigterink of West 

Olive, Michigan, one daughter-in-

law, Judy Cline of Midland, 

Michigan, two sons-in-law; Ron 

(Janet) Wysocki of Northville, 

Michigan and Stephen Howell of 

Taylor, Michigan, numerous 

grandchildren, many great-grand-

children, several great-great 

grandchildren, one sister, 

Therese Anne Czap of Sidney, 

British Colombia, plus many 

nieces, nephews and extended 

family. Mary was preceded in 

death by her parents, husband, 

Lorne, four children; Joan 

Wysocki, Patricia Howell, 

Timothy Cline and John Cline, 

two daughters-in-law; Sarah 

Cline and Merri Cline and one 

brother, Thomas A. LeBoeuf. 

   A Funeral Mass celebrating 

Mary will be held Monday, 

October 14, 2024 at 11:00 a.m. 

from St. Irenaeus Catholic 

Church, 771 Old Perch Road, 

Rochester Hills, Michigan 

48309, with Father Gerard 

LeBoeuf officiating. Inurnment 

will be in St. Athanasius 

Catholic Cemetery, Harrison. 

Memorial gifts in memory of 

Mary may be considered to the 

Charity of Choice. To share an 

online memory or condolence 

with Mary’s family, please visit: 

w w w. c l a r k s t o c k i n g . c o m . 

Arrangements for Mrs. Cline are 

entrusted with Clark-Stocking 

Funeral Chapel and Cremation 

Service 989-539-7810.  

 

   

 

DONA JANE LAVALLE

   Dona Jane LaValle passed 

away peacefully with family by 

her side on September 28, 2024, 

at the age of 91. Earth has lost an 

incredible mother, grandmother, 

great-grandmother, sister-in-law, 

aunt, and friend. Her presence 

will be deeply missed by many. 

We are grateful for her unending 

love, and the positive impact she 

had on so many lives. 

   Dona was the cherished matri-

arch of a loving family. Her spir-

it will continue to shine brightly 

through her children, Diana 

(Lon) Konkus, Lloyd (Jan) 

LaValle, and Loren (Mary) 

LaValle, along with her six 

grandchildren and ten great-

grandchildren, all of whom 

brought her tremendous joy. 

   She was preceded in death by 

her parents, Evan and Nora 

McPhee; her husband, Lloyd 

LaValle; her brother, Harold 

McPhee; and her sisters, Merna 

Crippen and Katherine Gaines. 

   Dona graduated from 

Dimondale High School in 1950, 

the same year she married the 

love of her life, with whom she 

shared 49 years of marriage. 

Alongside her career, Dona sup-

ported her husband in the opera-

tion of several businesses, 

including gas stations, auto 

repair shops, and tow truck serv-

September 28, 2024

ices. She also established and ran 

D & L KIS Photo Shop. Later, she 

worked for Harrison Community 

Schools and retired in 1998 to trav-

el. 

   Dona had a deep passion for 

spending time with her family and 

creating cherished memories. She 

found great joy in planning, organ-

izing, and crafting unforgettable 

family gatherings. As her family’s 

biggest supporter, she was always 

there to cheer on her children, 

grandchildren, and great-grand-

children at sporting events, school 

plays, recitals, band concerts, and 

all of life’s special moments. 

   Dona’s legacy is one of love, 

devotion, and unwavering support 

for her family and friends. She 

lived a life full of creativity, kind-

ness, and generosity, touching 

the hearts of all who knew her. 

Though she is no longer with us, 

her warmth and spirit will con-

tinue to inspire those who were 

blessed to be a part of her life. 

Her memory will forever be 

cherished in the hearts of her 

family and the countless others 

whose lives she enriched. 

   Funeral services honoring 

Dona will be held Thursday, 

October 3, 2024, at 12:00 p.m. 

from Clark-Stocking Funeral 

Chapel and Cremation Service 

with Pastor Connie Bongard 

officiating. Visitation will take 

place on Thursday, October 3, 

2024, from 10:00 am until the 

time of service. Graveside serv-

ices will immediately follow at 

Maple Grove Cemetery, 

Harrison. In lieu of flowers, the 

family kindly requests that dona-

tions be made to McLaren 

Hospice in Dona's memory, to 

honor her life and the compas-

sionate care she received. To 

share an online memory or con-

dolence with Dona’s family, 

please visit: www.clarkstock-

ing.com. Arrangements for Mrs. 

LaValle are entrusted with 

Clark-Stocking Funeral Chapel 

and Cremation Service 989-539-

7810.  

City of Harrison Community  
Feedback Survey 

 
We want your input!  

Help us improve our parks, recreation facilities, 
and the overall appeal of our city by taking  

a short survey.   
Your feedback will guide future enhancements for 

residents and visitors alike.  
Scan the QR code to take the survey online,  
visit the City of Harrison website at  
h�ps://cityo�arrison-mi.gov,  
or pick up a paper copy from  
City Hall  
at 2105 Sullivan Dr.,  
Harrison, MI 48625 

   Join Michigan State University 

Extension and Kersten Farm for 

a pasture walk on Thursday, 

October 10, 2024, from 5:00 to 

7:00 p.m. in Gladwin, MI. After 

retiring, John and Laura Kersten 

embarked on a new adventure, 

transforming an 80-acre Amish 

farm into a Registered Black 

Angus ranch. Their hard work 

involved converting the property 

by adding electricity, plumbing, 

HVAC, and more. Today, they 

focus on breeding grass-fed 

Black Angus with high expected 

progeny difference (EPD) rat-

ings. 

   During the walk, they will 

share insights on winter bale 

grazing, pasture development, 

cattle handling facilities, and 

their barn renovation project. 

   Everyone is welcome! Dinner 

will be provided by the Kersten 

family. To attend, please RSVP 

by calling Brittany at (989) 426-

7741 or emailing msue.glad-

win@msu.edu. 

   Location: 4174 W. M18, 

Gladwin, MI 48624. 

Pasture Walk 
Event at  

Kersten Farm

Headed to Prison
Prosecutor’s Office release 

Joel Donavan Bauer, of Lake, 

Michigan, pleaded guilty in three 

separate files on June 27, 2024. He 

pleaded guilty to Police Officer 

Flee and Elude 2nd Degree, habitu-

al 3rd offender in one file; 

Possession of Methamphetamine, 

habitual 3rd offender in the second 

file; and Possession of 

Methamphetamine and Police 

Officer Flee and Elude 3rd Degree, 

habitual 3rd offender in the third 

file. He was sentenced to prison on 

all three files.  

In the first file he was sentenced 

to serve two years to 20 years, with 

credit for 207 days already served. 

In the second file he was sentenced 

to serve two years to 20 years, with 

credit for 235 days already served. 

And, in the third file he was sen-

tenced to serve two years to 20 

years and two years to 10 years 

respectively, with credit for 236 

days already served. All sentences 

were ordered to run concurrent with 

one another. He was ordered to pay 

$1,762 total across the three files in 

miscellaneous fines, costs, and fees.

BAUER
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ANA Member

LLC

Silver & Gold 
Coins 

Bought and Sold
Thomas Kapuscinski 
611 N. McEwan St. 
Clare, MI 48617

231-357-2105 
989-386-6500 

tjkap@charter.net 23tf

“A Bright  Idea” 
Over 20 Years Exp. 

   Mark Heckman  Insured 
   Owner  Free Estimates 
   Harrison, MI.  Master Electrician 

Lic. #6208632 
 

     989-539-3247 
Cell 989-429-5623

Heckman  
Electric, LLC

MICHAEL HENRY TREE SERVICES, LLC 
“You Can’t Substitute Quality” 

Stump Grinding • Tree Removal  & Trimming 
Brush Chipping  & Clean-up • 75’ Bucket Truck 

Insurance Work Welcome • Storm Damage Clean-up  
125 Foot Crane • Truss Se�ing • Wood Chipping  

& More 
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED 

SERVING ALL OF THE MID MICHIGAN AREA! 
989-339-4377 • 3777 N. CLARE AVE. • HARRISON, MI.

235 N. Clare Ave.
Harrison, MI

LICENSED INSURED

Quality Residential Building
Remodeling Service  Established 1978

New Homes, Additions, Garages, Kitchens, Baths,

Floors, Windows, Vinyl Siding, Decks and Trim

Call for Estimates (989) 539-6750

Terin L. Wales

Hilts 

Plumbing & Heating 
Master Plumber 

Lic. #6758 - Insured 
 

Heating & Boilers 

Installation - Sales & Service 

Water Pump Repair 
 

142 N. 2nd Street  Harrison 

(989) 539-5551

Call or Stop By Today! 
989-539-7183 

426 N. 1st Street 
Harrison, MI. 

HardyBonhamInsuranceAgency.com

Auto • Home • Business • Farm • Life

We are here to help you!

989-386-7731
513 West 5th St. • Clare, MI 48617

Serv ing :   
~ Clare  

~ Mt. Pleasant 
~ Breckenridge 

 ~ Evart ~ Cadillac 
~ Interlochen

“Our Customers Are Our Warmest Friends” 
Call us to see what we can do for you!

Selling  
Northern Michigan 

since 1953  
Open 7 days a week  

989-539-2261
www.BuyHR.co 
www.Harrison-Realty.com 
office@Harrison-Realty.com

P.O. Box 499 
795 North First St. 

Harrison, MI. 48625

BBuussiinneessss  &&  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  DDiirreeccttoorryy

It Pays To 
Advertise In The 

Business & 
Professional 

Directory For 
Great Results

"The Team Lowe" 
Tracy Robert Lowe 
Carrie Lynn Lowe  

810.955.4845  
sold@theteamlowe.com   

theteamlowe.com         
Real Estate One-Harrison 
190 E. Oak St., Harrison 

Specializing In: 

• Roofs • Decks 

• Siding • Docks 

• Windows  

• Power washing 

We can meet all your 
home imrovement 

needs! 
Licensed & Insured 

Gerald Smith 

GFS 

Home Improvement, LLC 

989-935-0169

3
8
-3

*

UPCOMING MEETINGS

  NA (Narcotics Anonymous) meetings are held at 

Sheri’s Diner, 316 E. Park St., at noon and 7 p.m. every 

Monday; and at 7 p.m. the second, third and fourth 

Wednesday of each month at Harrison District Library. 

Join for food and conversation. 

 

The Harrison Area Genealogical Society to meet at 

6:30 p.m. Oct. 2 in the Historical Room of the Harrison 

District Library. Public welcome. 

   

The Clare County Republican Party will meet at the 

Pere Marquette District Library (Clare) in Lower Level 

Room A at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 3.  Follow them at 

www.facebook.com/groups /clarecountyrepublicans/ 

 

The Clare County Democratic Party regular meetings 

are at 6:30 p.m. the second Wednesday every month. The 

next meeting will be Oct. 9 in the Senior Services 

Building, 212 Broad St., Harrison. The public is welcome. 

To join the meeting by conference call contact Jennifer 

Donovan, county party chair, at chair@clarecountydemoc-

rats.com.  For more information visit www.clarecountyde-

mocrats.com or www.facebook.com/clarecountydems. 

 

Adult Grief Support Group- Grief support focuses on 

the value of support during grief, the idea that each per-

son’s grief is unique, myths about grief, creating a memory 

relationship, and self-care during emotional healing. There 

will be education on coping skills to deal with intense emo-

tions as well as a time for sharing, if desired. This program 

is facilitated by a bereavement counselor. Participants may 

attend all or some of the sessions. Group is provided FREE 

of charge to participants. Location: The Gathering UMC  

Church: 3090 N. Clare Ave. Harrison 989-539-1445. 

Times: 10 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 3 and 10 a.m. Thursday, 

Nov. 7. Sponsored by: MyMichigan Health. For more 

information about this service or others, call 800-862-

5002. 

 

Al-Anon Family Group meets at 8 p.m. Thursdays at 

First Congregational Church, 211 W. Spruce St., Harrison. 

 

Lake George Booster Club, 89 S. Bringold, north of 

Lake George, hosts Euchre Tuesday year-round. Doors 

open at 6 p.m. and cards start at 7 p.m.  Public welcome. 

 

Clare AA meetings at United Methodist Church in 

Clare are held: Monday at noon (open meeting); Tuesday 

at 8 p.m. (Step meeting); Wednesday at 8 p.m. (general 

meeting except third Wednesday is Open Speaker meet-

ing); Thursday at 1 p.m. (Women’s meeting); Friday at 8 

p.m. (Big Book Study); and Saturday at noon (open meet-

ing). Direct questions to Pat M. at 231-642-1303 (leave 

message for ASAP response).

By DIANNE  

ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Senior Staff Writer 

HARRISON – Have you 

been noticing the tree trim-

ming/felling going on around 

town? It would seem that 

many of the trees planted back 

when Harrison was young are 

coming to the end of their life 

spans. Many of these trees are 

in the parkway areas between 

streets and sidewalks, and thus 

also likely to have worked 

their way into sub-surface 

infrastructure, creating main-

tenance difficulties. 

Fortunately, for Arbor Day 

2023 the City of Harrison 

offered to help residents with 

replacement of the aging trees 

via a substantial discount 

offered through the Clare 

Conservation District. Many 

residents took advantage of the 

opportunity. “Out with the old 

and in with the new” can be a 

good thing – with trees, how-

ever, it does require some 

patience.

Landscape Trees or 
…Timber-r-r?

(Cleaver photos by Dianne Alward-Biery)
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• ClareCountyCleaver.net 
• EMAIL: editor@clarecountycleaver.net   

• 989-539-7496

MORE NEWS & VIEWS

By DIANNE ALWARD-BIERY 

Cleaver Senior Staff Writer 

HARRISON – The Harrison 

City Council meeting of Sept. 23 

once again saw visitor Malisa 

Dinnan and her supporters seeking 

variance and possible grandfather-

ing as a way to enable The Rustic 

Owl merchandise to remain on the 

Second Street city sidewalk 24/7. 

The Harrison Planning 

Commission had previously 

adopted a revision to the city’s 

ordinance to clarify that all side-

walk displays are to be allowed 

only during business hours, and 

removed otherwise. That revision 

was then moved to Harrison City 

Council for a first reading, after 

which a second reading would 

done prior to Council having the 

option to adopt it. 

At Council, Dinnan said she 

apologized for the way she had 

walked out of the Planning 

Commission meeting, however 

would not change it. She noted 

having removed all her merchan-

dise on Second Street in anticipa-

tion of Council’s vote, adding that 

she did not agree with it, adding 

that she did not believe she was 

“above the ordinance.” 

In response to comments infer-

ring that the ordinance was aimed 

at Dinnan’s business, Council 

member Angela Kellogg made the 

following comment: 

“This ordinance has to apply to 

everyone in the city, now and 

moving forward. We have no issue 

with Malisa; she has done a fantas-

tic job, whether you think it’s junk 

or you don’t. She’s swept it, she’s 

cleaned it, she’s out there dealing 

with it. We have no issues with 

that at all. We have gone this 

round with citizens over grass 

because it has to be under 8 inch-

es, over trees. It has to work for 

the entire city, and that’s the only 

thing that we’re saying. It is not 
personal in any way. She has a 

beautiful, large retail location in 

Harrison, and I don’t think any-
body wants that to fail. It’s an 

asset; I’ve told her it’s an asset.” 

When one of the Rustic Owl 

vendors asked if there could be a 

variance, it was explained again 

by Justin Cavanaugh, city manag-

er/clerk, that a variance for one is 

a variance for all – which would 

mean that if NAPA wanted to sell 

engine blocks on the city sidewalk 

they could. 

“We’ve got to allow the same 

rules for everybody, and that’s 

what we’re trying to do,” 

Cavanaugh said. And when that 

same person asked if there could 

be an amendment made, 

Cavanaugh replied by asking how 

there could be an amendment for 
one business? 

Unfortunately, there was not 

enough patience in the room, and 

some commentary became heated, 

with folks lingering after the meet-

ing and exchanging totally inap-

propriate comments. Hopefully, 

people will behave in a more civil 

manner at the Oct. 7 meeting. 

Other business that took place at 

the meeting included Department 

Head reports, which began with 

Fire Chief Chris Damvelt citing 

318 runs year-to-date. Noting it 

had been a busy weekend, which 

included attending the Firemen’s 

Memorial in Roscommon where 

past fireman Dan Little was placed 

on the wall – one of 179 place this 

year. Damvelt noted that none this 

year were fire-related deaths, but 

added that two were added to that 

portion of 

the wall. 

He said one 

was in 

1953, a 14-

y e a r - o l d 

who was 

crushed between horses and 

wagon – himself the son of a 

deceased fireman. 

“Things still happen that way,” 

Damvelt said. “People get killed in 

front of trucks, out on the high-

way.” 

That same day, Damvelt said 

was the 2nd Annual Golf Outing at 

The Tamaracks, which sported 26 

teams, 40 hole sponsors, and a 

good time had by all. After costs, 

the event realized $11,129 the use 

of which will be designated by the 

firefighters.\ 

Mayor Dan Sullivan interjected 

that “40 more outings, you’ll have 

that [fire]truck paid for.” 

Ordinance Enforcement Officer 

Mike Freeman reported two tick-

ets issued that week, and in the 

previous week and the current 

week had already been “fairly 

eventful.” 

Christie Balog informed that 

the city’s Parks & Recreation 

Survey is posted online [paper 

copies are also available at City 

Hall] that will continue through 

November. She also was working 

on the Downtown Development 

Authority’s CRM and website, 

adding that there could still be an 

event or two this year, including a 

holiday event at The Venue on 

Main Street, which would take 

place sometime after 

the Nov. 16 Shop 

Local event. 

Cavanaugh report-

ed that receipt of bal-

lots had been 

delayed, but that pub-

lic accuracy testing would be held 

at 4 p.m. Oct. 7 at City Hall. He 

also updated Council on the 

progress on the city parking lot 

project; the Spark Grant progress; 

the potential for additional grant 

monies due to the city’s adjust-

ment to the City Park project; that 

the street sweeper had been posted 

for sale; that City Hall technical 

upgrades were 75% complete; the 

Planning Commission would have 

a public hearing Oct. 8 on the 

Master Plan; City Hall bullet 

proof glass would be installed in 

October; BS&A upgrade to be 

completed by April. He further 

noted that the Parks & Rec Survey 

would be posted on the City’s 

Facebook page, website, posted in 

the Cleaver, and available in 

printed form at City Hall. 

Cavanaugh noted the survey is 

very important and urged every-

one to fill it out. 

Under Old Business, it was stat-

ed that the flagpole for the former 

Remedy property had been 

ordered. 

Under New Business, Council 

heard a first reading of Ordinance 

2024-02: Revisions to Sidewalk 

Display Regulations. Also heard 

was Ordinance 2024-03-

Amendment to the City of 

Harrison Planning Commission 

Ordinance, which makes official 

the reduction of Planning 

Commissioners from nine to 

seven to alleviate quorum diffi-

culties.  

Council also moved to approve: 

-USDA Water Project-Fedewa 

Pay Request 1-Final Request 

[painting water tower]. 

-USDA Water Project- Pay 

Request 9-Final Request [engi-

neer]. 

-USDA Sewer Project-

Contractors Pay Request 05 

[Sterling]. 

-USDA Sewer Project-Pay 

Request 06 [engineer]. 

-USDA Sewer Project-Change 

Order 03 [more time required due 

to materials delay]. 

Also approved were street clo-

sures to enable the Harrison High 

School Homecoming Parade to 

follow the standard parade route 

through town. 

Council meets next at 6 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 7 at Harrison City 

Residents Urged to Fill Out Parks & Rec Survey

Council Hears Ordinance Resistance

Harrison City Council members listen to Fire Chief Chris 

Damvelt’s report of the previous weekend’s events, including the 2nd 

Annual Golf Outing sponsored by the Harrison Community Fire 

Department. (Cleaver photos by Dianne Alward-Biery)

During the Sept. 23 Harrison 

City Council meeting, Justin 

Cavanaugh, city manager/clerk, 

explains the necessity of ordi-

nances applying to all everyone, 

and that a variance for one is a 

variance for all. 
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